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This report first outlines the status of early

childnood care and education in Minnesota, including the effects of
an inadequate child care system on families and society. Issues of
quality, cost, and availability of care are then addressed and are
the basis of the recommencations for a coordinaced child care system.
Recommendation 1 (Affordability) calls for, among other things, a
s1iding fee program and continued legislative commitment to chila
care. Recommendation 2 (Quality and Availability) proposes increased
funding (an additional $7 million in 1992-93), a scholership pProgram,
a tax credit, and child care subsidy formula. Recommendation 3
(Cocrdination) calls for a state level Early Childhood Care and
Education council to coordinate services, and for regional
coordination to be carried out through existing resource and referral
agencies. Appended is information on: current child care funding;
early childhood care and education administrated by state agencies;
definitions; sources; and task force mempers and participants.
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Report Summary

Miinnesota is a recognized leader in child care services and programs that support and
provide assistance 10 children and pareats. The strengths of the curreat sysicm include a
wwmhyofmﬁmmmmydmwmuymmﬁmmm
involvement and an expectation that licensed programs meet basic bealth and safety
standards. Because of economic and social changes, however, the needs of Minnesota’s
chikiren are growing and changing faster than can be met by current sexvices.

. 57pumtofaﬂmothasofchﬂdmmdutheagofsixmintheworkfom

« Mothers of young children are the fastest growing group of new catrants into the
labor force.

« Over 75 percent of the state’s children age 5 to 12 live in families in which both
parents work outside the home.

e At the same time, relatives and alternative caregivers are also in the labor force.

. hausedmobﬂhyhasmntmatmﬁngfnmiﬁwoﬁmﬁvefarﬁommlaﬁmwbo
could be carcgivers.

Seven different state agencies provide funding to families and oversee sexvices rciated to

mmmmmmm&mmmmnmwmoma

public entities administer these services.

Early childhcod care and education represents the concept that children leam
continuous’y, regardless of the seiting. Statewide coordination is necessary because:

* Quaiity care is often costly and difficult for pareats to find.

. ansalaﬁm,poorwrkingcondiﬁonsandlackofbeneﬁtsmakcildifﬁcnltforchild
care professionals to be caring workers and to enhance the healtny development of
the children in their care.

e Caregiver turnover means constant disruption and instability for children.

« Greater costs to taxpayers will result if children’s needs are not met in their earliest
years.
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Asastaleandasanaﬁon,w:faceimmediateandlong-mmcostsintheqnalilyafour
workforcc,theeducaﬁonofomchildmnandthestabiﬁtyofourfamiliesifchildmdo
the

Critical Elements of an Early Childhood Care and Education System

Qnalhy,mstandavailabﬂhymthmaiﬁcalehmemﬂmwaminewhemummly
chndhwdeamandedmﬁonsystemismhgthenwdsofchﬂdmpammsmd
socicty. Thesc elements are the basis for the following reco i

Recommendation 1: Affordability

g!ogrmsomm:famniumaffmdchﬂdmm An additionsl
155 million per bicanium is needed for this purpose. The legislature should
mmmmmmmmmmmmsmkm

Emt:;'kinmmmdsmutmehgishmmthmimmtmcmﬂ
care by:

1. hawhgmem’smnuibuﬁonmmemSlidingFeepmgmmhyss
million in this biennium;

2 Emmmmmmmﬁmsdiwmmmﬂmqmm
longer financislly eligiblc;

3. EnswinsmatAFDCfamilisnotintheSFREEpmgmmwiwchildm

cmmmmmmmydmmmgmmu
Mwﬁw.mmmmmmnmm
mmglmpmtoﬂhemtcmedhnhm&

D.mmkmmmmeﬁmmhfmm;mywmemnmis
fortheBasbSlﬂingFeemmmmnﬂdymMewhmty’sm
chﬂdmmwdmmmemmm&hnadﬂmmbcmn&dm
mnoeaw.umpudedfmdsmgmemﬁes:andm_mksbealbwdm
mnymmwndwemyﬁmmﬁsulymmdnm .

E. mmfmmmmmmmmwtmnx
chitbccxtendedtofamiﬁaearingfmaninfamundammomhsathome.

F. mtaskfomwcommdsthauhelegislatuminacaseincomcmesina
progressive way fo pay for an improved early childhood care and cducation system.

i
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Recommendation 2: Quality and Availability

A. The task force recommends that the legislature increase funding to improve the
quality of early childhood care and education services.

B. The task force recommends that the legislature establish incentive grants to
encourage child care centers and family child care providers to obtain accreditation
and certification and to achieve improved pay for child care workers.

C. The task force recommends that the legislature meet the increasing need for carly
childhood professionals by establishing 8 provider training scholarship program for
family child care providers and child care center staff.

D. The task force recommends that the legisiature appropriate funds for improving
licensing services in order to improve efficiency in processing licensing applications
and in monitoring compliance.

E. The task force recommends ihat the legislature extend the Minnesots Child and
Dependent Care Tax Credit to family child care providers who also care for their
own children.

F. The task force recommends that when the state. adopis the federal reimbursement
formula for child care subsidics, it ensures that do not lose income as a
result of the change and that the statc monitor the extent of the impact of the
federal rate on parental choice of provider.

Recommendation 3;: Coordination

A. The task force recommends that the legislature establish a state level indcpendent
body called the Early Childhood Care and Education Council to coordinate carly
childhood carc and education services.

B. The task force recommends that coordination at the regional level be carried out
through existing child care Resource and Referral Agencies.
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Child Care Task Force

mdMMMmMmmmm‘nwyﬁdememt
mmmhﬁommmmtnmnmm If foderal funding is spent differently, the
recommendations for state funding indicsted below would also che.age.

FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS

1. COORDINATION

mwmmmmammmwlymwmmmmmm,m
coordinate child care and related policy and to improve accessibility for families.

Early Childhood Care and Education Council $125,000
2. AFFORDABILITY

mnghmmumuymmmsmmmmmmmmmmm
child care services. An additional $155 million per hicnalum is needed. The legisiature should
mmmmmmwmmﬁwhm The task foree recommends
that $S million (fn addition to the current 7 million) be sppropristed for the 1992-93 bieonium.

Basic Sliding Fee program $S millico
3. QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY

Improve worker skillss
m.wmmmbmwndmmm .
child care center staff.

Scholarship program $€75,000

Improve worloer wagws:
QmwwmmmmmmmmmByMcmmﬂmmMn
accreditation and certification and to improve compensation for child care workess.

Incentive Granots $1.2 million
Licensings
wwmmmmwﬁaﬂmmrwmmmw
efficiency of monitoring.
Licensing $260.000
TOTAL STATE FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS $7 sdilion

TAX RECOMMENDATIONS
Help for parents st home:
mmmwmmo&nmmwhommmmumwm
duﬁngtlnﬂmwmdwmmdmdmmvimm;famekmm

Expanded Tax Credit The cost in foregone revenues is unknown at this time.

iv g



The needs of
Minnesota’s children
and parents are
growing end changing
faster than can be met
by existing child care

The bisthright of Minnesota children is @ healthy start in life.
More than cver, today’s families are relying on child care outside
oflhehometohelppmvidemeirchildmwiththishcalthysmm

Minmisamgnizdminchﬂdmmicesand
WMWMMWmmm
parents. 'mesuengthsot'themmtsyswminelwe:

. Awidevuiﬂyofscuinp.honlsanddclivayofm

« Culturally diverse pruviders;
+ Parental involvement; and

. Anexpemﬂonthatsll:mdpmmmeﬂbsichwm
and safety standards.

Hm,mofmmmkandmdﬂcbmmeneedsof
mmm'schﬂdmnndpnmtsmyowhsmdehmging
faswrlhanmbemdbyamwtdﬁldmm

mmdmmmmwm

quality
lmmthnesmaI:gishmteinﬂeasedthemte’s
mnm‘bmmwchildmﬁomﬂm,ompetywmmomm

thd&,auhcmdot‘l@momthan&ﬂﬂfamiliﬁ
remain on child care subsidy waiting lists. These familics may
notbeabletowmkorgotoschoolbecausethcycannm afford to
pay for care for their children.

<
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meinabﬂitynftheehiummukuphmmmeumcdunmds
created by socictal and economic change has mcant an
bsupplyandmmqmlityofd\ndmm
onenambuylhcqumyofmmy[orm
nurturing and healthy development of their childrea.

Aﬁoxdnbiﬁtyofqmﬁtyweklahialehmmlinwleaing
child care services. Providers keep costs unrealistically low,
primsrily through low wa and lack of bencfits. The major

kept pace with inflation over the past ten years. As a result, staff
turnover rates threaten the quality and consistency of the care
Minnesota’s children receive.

A Child Care Crisis

The state and its families arc facing a child care crisis:

. Forpmmqualiiymisoﬂencwﬂyanddifﬁwhmmd.

 For child care bw%whns
conditions an of benefits make It to be caring

workers and 10 enhance the heslthy development of the
children in their care.

. Forchilﬁm.aregivummmmuntdismptbn
and instability. Researchers agree that inadequate carc
Mwmmhmmgmmwmm1
development.

« For public policy makers, eventual greater costs to
mxpnyuswﬂlmﬂtifchﬂdm’sneedsmnmmwthey
grow and develop.

In 1989, the Minnesota Legislature recognized the severity of
the child care crisis and its ultimate cost (o taxpayess and society
as a whole, ltwummmumkm
of Women to study and make recommendations for 2
coordinated child care system in Minnesota.

The commission establisbed the Child Care Task Force to carry
out this mandate. This report is the product-of the task force’s
work.

[0

children can lsad to



An early chiidhood
care and education
system should
provide quality
aducstion and care

from birth through

Need for Statewide Coordination
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While statewide coordination of child care services is only onc
needed response to the crisis, it is critical for the following
reasons:

« Funds intended 1o help children make a healthy start ".vill
be spent more cffectively.

 Pressing neceds will be identified and addressed more
efficiently.

« Cross-agency collaboration will increase.
« Families will be better assisted in finding nceded programs.

« Children will be belped to develop the skills and abilities
thcywillneedtosucceedinschoolandinlatcﬂifc.

Task Force Mission

’I‘hisrcponandlhcmcommmdaﬁonsin it represent a wide
range of viewpoints and constitucncies. The task force declared
as ils mission to proposc a coordinated early childkood care and
cducation sysicm that:

 Rocognizes all children’s need for developmentally
appropriate early childhood care and education that
promotes their physical, intellectual, social and emotional
development.

« Assists familics in providing and obtaining quality
education and care that are accessible and affordable and
can continue from birth through early adolescence, as
necded.

11
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Maximizes and coordinates commupity resources for carly
chﬂdhmddmbpmwlumcmwlndloullewls.

vaidslsuppmﬂvepolicyandmbbﬁmdingfoxquaﬁty

earlychildhnodm:ndmm& of the

wmmmaw of all
backgrounds.

Criteria for an Early Childhood Care
and Education System

memkfommblishedthcfolbwingaiwﬁafota
mordhatedadyehﬂdhoodmmdedmﬁonsyswm.

1. Parental Cholce: mmmmmtoﬁamximnmncxibimy

2

3.

to meet needs.

of Serviee: mmmwmﬁwo{
services to children and familics.

Cost: The must well as affordable
Cor o e B ™ =
Supply: mmmmmaﬂeq\memplyuf

cvaluators.

Diversity: The community-based system must be respectful
ofandbemponsivemehﬂdmandfamiliesfwm all
cultural

Parent Education and Trainiog: The system must promote
and complement education and training that empowers
parcats to become sclf-supporting and cflective.

An sarty chiidhood

care and educstion
muset offer

flexdbility, quailty and



Sound siste policy
requires that children
are a top priorty.

9. Worker Wages and Conditions. The system must promote
ﬁmmﬂbﬂumm&:ﬂmﬁqﬂiﬁd
0

1ammmawmqmmwuon
services and avoid duplication, reduce
mmmmmm
hqwdmlhbmﬁonmgmemmmandpﬁvm
agencics that deliver services.

Summary of Recommendations

. mmmammmmmm
make them affordable.

« Increase resources to improve the and availabllity
of early childhood care and sexvices.

. m-mwmmmmm
edocation services.

. MMMNWMM.
mmmbeninmdhoodanaﬂdmﬁon

13



Today, 57 percent of
all mothers of children
under age aix are in
the work force —

an lncrease of more
than one-third In the
past decade alone.
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This soction discusses Minnesota’s curreat carly childhood care
anddmﬁonsyslcm.meeﬂectsofmhadeqmsyswmon
fmﬂiesandonsoday:ndlheuitimlemaofahealthy
system.

Current Early Childhood Care and
Education System

wmumwMMMMMMMy
Mmmwwwmhmm

from relatives who could be caregivers. many families
have had to look outside to find care for their children.

14 7
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Changed Families, Changed Society

Today, 57 percent of all mothers of children under the age of six are in
the work force, an increase of more than one-third in the past decade

alone.

in Minnesota, mothers of young childrerfare also the fastest growing .
group of new entrants to the labor force. In 1990, it was estimated that
over 75 percent of the state’s children age 5to 12 fived in famifies in
which both parents worked outside the home. This figure is expected

to rise to appnmmately 80 peroem by 1995.

\ female-headedfanuheswmyoung
propofton of al faniles. In 1950, 9.4 94
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Funding for child care
subsidies for
low-income and

families is barely

sdequate to meet
the need.

mmmmmmummmm
bddhudbymnlﬁpkprovﬂﬂ&bo&publicmdpﬁvatc:

andmnrﬁeurdahdhaﬂydﬂdhotlmmd
ednuﬁgnhM(seeboxonfonowingpagemd
Appendix B);
nmmmmmmmm
mmmmmamdm

Mmyﬁmﬂis’chndmm“mu any of the
nvailable programs. Some are underscrved of a lack of
funds. Some sre unserved because do not meet their

16




The following state govermment agendes are responsvble for pm\nding
funding to families and for overseeing services related to early childhood

care and education in Minnesota. (See Appencfsx B for a complete listing).

Department of Education: (DOE)

- DOE admmnstexs the Early Chﬂd!wod Family Education (ECFE) program
and school-age child care programs.

The SPA administers 'Way to Grow a pilot program oonnactmg families
to local services.

10
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The attempts parents
meie to achisve &
balance between the
demands of their
famifies and thelr
work are made even
harder when they
cannot chooee, afford
or find care, or when
they are dissatisfied
with the care they
have found.

—

Effects of an Inadequate System on
Families and on Soclety

According to the 1989 National Child Care Staffing Study donc
bylheclild&m&nphyecmimdeqmwchndm
settings jeopardize childrea’s incss for school by failing to
prmideumwithapeﬁmthntmedmcirmedsand
stimulate their learning in all developmental arcas: physical,

1 Erickeon, M.F. and B. Egeland. *A View of the Psychologicsl
Consaquances of Maltrestment.” 16(2) 1987, pp. 156-158.

11




10 meet the business demands of the future. An educated, stable
anmeducﬁvcwmkfmmisintheinle:stofaumedtizmof
our state.

Critical Elements of afi Early
Childhood Care and Education System

sysmismingdnmadsofdmd:m.mumdwy.

recognized
uﬂimlhdhahmthatdwlytehtewmhemmfor
children.? These indicators include those listed on the following
page.

ZMMP. Duaiity FIOECO0S P TOGRNEL
New York: Ford Foundation, Juno 1969.

12

High qualRy earty
childhood care and

help disadvantaged
ciiidren gain the
basic skille they need

1 tor success in achool

and the workplace.



A low staff-to-child
rstio, with few
chiidren per caregives,

important in providing
good e e,

A low staff-to-child ratio: A low staff-to-child ratio, with
fcwyhild:upercuegim', is particularly important in
providing good carc.

Spedoliudalqlvertulnlng: In both family child carc
homes andehildmmmspechlizdtmininsof
amgimanhnpmvetheqmﬁty of care.

PAL
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Cost of Care

lnaddhionmqmﬁtyofmmkamndﬂmﬁnmaﬁng
care available to all families necding it. In Minnesota, the costs
ofchildmvarycomidaably,depmdingonuweommunity,
type of care, location and availability.

Am'ld.uaﬂy,mupndhmusmamomm to ..720pet
« In Minnesota in 1990, the average cost per week of child care

foraptwchoolchndbachiﬂmmwm

« Toddler care was $90 per week and infant carc was $110
per week.

- Before-school and after-schou! care for school-age children
in centers averaged $63 per week.

STWMWMMWWdNMMMM
Resource and Refemal Network.

14

Fees charged by most
do not
reflect what &t actually
costs to provide basic
care. in many cases,
child care workers
through thelr low
wages are actusily
subsidizing the true
costs of the care.



The money spent
nationafly on
educating children
under six is fess than
one percent of afl the
doflare that go to
educating chiidren six
years and up.

As these figures show, a majority of providers in family and
ccmerchildcarepmgramsmeamingjmtabowmcminimm
wage. Lead teachers in early childhood care and education
programs make about half the salaries of comparably trained
professionals in the public schools. Child care sajaries have not
kept pace with increases in other ficlds, amounting to about
cig'n percent in the last 10 ycars.

The problem is that few parents could afford to pay for child
care if the fees were based on the actual costs of care. Subsidies
from government do not result in higher wages for providers. In
addition, indirect subsidies from employers and nonprofit
organizations (such as donated space or equipment) also do not
result in higher wages.

Although a child’s development in his or her first six ycars lays
the foundation for future leaming and growth, the moiney spent
nationally on educating children under six is less than one
percent of all the dollars that go to educating children ages six
years and up.
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Every dollar invested in quality carly childhood carc and
education saves an cstimated $4.75 in later costs for public
assistance, special and remedial education and criminal justice.
This initial investment increascs the likelihood that children
receiving quality early childhood care and cducation will finish
high school, gain meaningful and productive employment and

become contributors 10 society.

Availability of Care

The cost and quality of child carc scrvices arc not the only
problems faced by Minnesota's familics. Child care programs,
centers or family providers, may not be available to many
familics, even if they can afford the care ithey desire.

Asbonagccxistscvcnthoughalltypsofchildwesaviom

havccxpandeddramaﬁcally inmccntycam.asshownby the
chart below, which includes liccnsed providers only.

4 A Bipartisan stoff roport of tho (U.S). Houso Sedoct
Famiiec. Opperiuntiies Ioiﬁum:;_cm;ﬁmmmmjﬁm. 1865

\a—‘.—e—_—.——.—--_ —— .AA__‘,—-—-—-——__...M-——,_—_.———‘U—-.
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Every dollar invested
in quality early
chiidhood care and
education saves an
estimsted $4.75 in
tater coats for public
assistance, spacisl
and remedial
educstion and
eriminal justice.




Only 54 licensed child
Care spaces exist for
svery 100 chiidren
under aix years of age
whoee parents
work or go

to school.

Othctmeasnresoflheincrweddunandforeaﬂychﬂdhood
care and education include:

135
. programs to 17,000 children in 1989.

. Minnmou’sMHeadSmnpmyamsserwdclmetos.ooo
children in 1990.

. Mlmmdﬁﬂmaudpampmicipawdinlhe

Early Childhood Family Education program of 360 public
school districts during the 1989-90 school year.

Even with all these providers and only 54 licensed
child care aistforevaylwchndannduskywsof
age whose work or go to school. The need for child cere
bl&dymhuwemyyw,mdhswmemmm
Care Resource and survey noted above.
haddmmychmodmlnddmﬁm ma
not be svailsble in a specific arca. mdﬁn

|

R
g 8
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Minnesota needs to
expand Re
commitment to early
childhood care and
sducstion so that &

truly provides

opportunities for all
persons from blrth

through higher

Minnesota has a long-standing commitment 10 providing for
the education of its children. The state currently finances the
mstsofpublkeduwinniorchjldmﬁomﬁwyulsofagc

Mhmm»mdhmimtbadychw
mmdedmﬁnaforitschm:omuhmnypwﬂs

educational oppostunities for
mmmsm-m.

by Child Care WORKS, a statewide
overwhelming majority of employers

belicvcﬂmthelgingmeiremploymmeatbcirchﬂdmnwds

has a nositive effect on the "bottom line".

Quality carly
financial

mdumwmmw

The federal government currently funds child care in two basic

ways: tax credits and direct subsidies to AFDC

carctakers

participating in the Minnesota welfare reform program,

STRIDE. As the result of the passage of two major federal child

care bills in late 1990, Minnesota is slated
million in new federal funds during 1991.

to receive about $16

childhood
respoasibility.
because

_J
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Education Costs in Minnesota*

inone xw, RRcosts tough;ly-,sd,oomqs'end one Minnesota

Because of thls support, parents pay-
) pemem,of,_l_(-_-jz costs
- 24 percent of hlgher education costs

But they pay'
- - 95 percent of chlld care costs ,

od from & report by the Center for Early Education and Development,
University of Minnesota. |
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A family using the
Basio Siiding Fee
program pays 8
portion of Rs child
came axpenses based
on e slxe

and income. The
siate and sometimes

the county pays the

—

Federal subsidies to non-AFDC ts will begin
sometime in 1991. (See A for more information
sbout foderal funding) These credits and subsidics, however,

are not enough.

Ndnugbthemlmmmaunhﬂdmpavbhmsdoesmtlie
sohlywithmemw.lhemwmmumlhcwﬂlandthe
mommmungiwdmhnmdewbpinsasoluﬁon.
Thaﬂommemkfmmkmmefolbwinsmmmendaﬁons
to improve the affordability, quality, svailability and
coordination of carly childhood care and education in
Minnesota.

Recommendation 1: Affordability

The task force identified scven ways the state of Minnesola can
inamethenﬁad&bﬂhyofaﬂyd:ﬂdboodmmdmm

A. The task force rocommends that the folly fund
the Basie Sliding Fee program 80 that families
can sfiord child care sexvices. An additions] §158 million
per bieaninm fs peeded for this purpose. The legisiature
should continue increasing the Basic Sliding Fee program
until this goal is met.

What $155 Million Per Biennlum Will Do

thlmmmm%ummwmum
mechanism for subsidizing care costs of low-income

This means a family’s payment rises only whea family income
increases. For cxample, 8 family caming 42 percent of the
median income pays about three percent of its income or child
care fees, while a family making 75 percent of the median
income pays 17 percent of its income.

21

27



. mmmofmh:saﬁmﬂyonlhem&idhg
Fee program i $3,150 per year.

. nisms(isexpcuedmriscmwzsmmeming
biconium.

« It would cost more than $88 million per year or more than
$176 million in a biennium to serve all families cligible for
subsidies. -

program.
$155 million recomménded by the task force is needed to fully
fund the program to serve all eligible families and allow for a
much-needed increasc in provider rates.

At the time of this
writing, over 4,000

are on walting Bsts for
the basio sliding fee

_ Some can
axpect to wak for up
to twee years before
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What $155 Million Per Biennium Will NOT Do

Even 8 fully funded Basic Sliding Fec program will not help
AFDC families Jeave public assistance. At the present time,
families on AFDC who want child care in order to go to school
- or work must be accepted into the STRIDE welfare reform

program.

There is no chiid care money available for families receiving
AFDC who are not in STRIDF.®

The STRIDE program is currently open only to AFDC families
where the carcgiver:

(l)isundaage_nandwithmnahighschoo!edmﬁonor

graduate equivalency degree; or
The task force (2) has beea on AFDC for four years or more; of
members belleve that
investing i child care (3) has no children under age 16.

for famillss wanling t0 |  Those who leave AFDC because of increased eamings are
feave AFDC makes cligible for one year of guarsnteed subsidics.
mm .Mm mmmmmmm@hm for
care
payments for years familics to leave AFDC makes more scnse than
Into the continuing AFDC psyments for years into the future. All of the
future. additional money needed to fully fund the Basic Sliding Fee
program need not come from the state. Counties will continue
to pay their part of Basic Sliding Fee costs, and 8 good share of
Minnesota’s new federal child carc money will likely be used for
the Basic Sliding Fee program.

As of this writing, it is impossible to know how the federal
money will be allocated exactly or how this poteatial infusion of
new money will affect current waiting lists. :

shtm.umom.mmhmmm(m
mmm.mmumq. .-+ gppropriatad no money

N EC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



- ™)

B. The task force recommends that the legislature ase the
following principles in making decisions about child care
funding for the currént biennium:

1. Thcleg'mhmmwconﬂmehsmmimemlochﬂdm
mys.idiesbyhawingtbemw'scmummbnmtbem

Sliding Fee program for low- and moderate-income
families by $5 million.

'l‘beamoumot'lh'ninatssefonhclm-%bicnnimn
depm&mhowlhcstaﬁedecidcstospendlhenewfdml

moncy.

inmymﬁa.hom.mmm child if w logielature wants
care assistance and are at sisk of returaing o This 0 soalst tamilies to
khm%dmﬂ:dﬂdmm become independent
policics on struggling end lesve AFOC, &
3. The legislature should ensurc that there are child carc must meke &

subsidies for AFDC familics not in STRIDE. Many commitment to
families on AFDC want to go to school or training but pressrve child care
should make a child care commitment to families with the that funding is no

fonger needed.




The basic idea of &
siiding fee program e
twofoid: to make
quailty child care
affordable to low- and

formilies and to help
families make 8
gradual transiion to

paying their own
coste of care ae their

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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C. The task force recommends that eligibility for the Basic
Sliding Fee program be extended to families making more
than 7S percent of the state median income.

Program should be extended Gy increments of
Mpuemtuﬁﬂnﬂmbeﬁnnkuhﬂsdyurlm
so that child care expenses continue to represent &
reasonsble share of 8 family’s income.

The basic idea of a sliding fee program is twofold: to make
child care to low- and moderate-income

Mmyﬁmﬂhwhomthcmsmhsmmm
their family income exceeds the standard are still
unable to pay the full cost of care. particularly true when
the hss more than one child or the family lives in the
arca where rates tend to bo higher. This situstion

At the same time, it is important that providers be encoursged
to raise their rates in order to increase the compensation and
benefits for those who teach and care for children.

D. The task force recommends:

That the formula for allocating money to the counties for
the Basic Sliding Fee program be changed to more
sccurately reflect the counties’ actual child care
expenditures;

e That the Commissioner of the Department of Human
Services be required to reatlocate unexpended child care
funds among counties; and

. 'l‘hateonnﬂsbeallowedtocamforwa&ddﬂldm
money from one fiscal year to the next. -
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realiocate money
more sppropeiately in the first place; and
(2) the commissicner is not required to reallocate.

a
-
o0

When a county agrees
to provide a child care
subeidy to a family, it
incure an obligsation to
continue the subsidy
unil the family ls no
longer efigible.
Counties are

heakant 10 ke this
commtment when
they are not sure how
anxch money they will
have avaliable.



An sarly childhood
care and education
system must support
perants who stay &t
home to cere for thelr
own children.
Parental care provides
continulty and

interactions that ere
vital for & child’s

healthy growth and

huummlimhdmndmmm

dwemrﬁbadtbm&qmnotpnm
child care services.

Awmmwmdmwschﬁdm
mnmsuppmtpuenlswhomyathomemmfnnheirm

chﬂdrmhmluiyimpmmuumgh&my.pmeanam
mﬁnmycndmmhumthmmwulfor

mammwmmmsm

Maﬁmmmymmwﬁnﬁnﬁmb
extension of the tax credit:

1. Mmm'wmﬂheahbmehmmbeumm
:}u}mmm infantsdminglheuiﬁealﬁ:stlémmhsof
C.

2. Low-income familics not on the Basic Sliding Fee program
inpatﬁcnlumidbeneﬁlﬁomthismwppm.

would be reduced by pareats to care for their
own infants. Quality infant care to provide
and difficult to find. The numbes for Basic

Slidingl’eembsidyalsomayberedtmdtosomedegmeby
this credit.

Paid parental leave would be a more comprehensive approach to
this problem.
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F. The task force recommends that the legisiature increase
mmhawbrmummmm
nwwmmmmmm

The task force that implementation of its
recommendations require & major financiss commitment
from the of Minnesota at a when the state budget is

a shortfall and needs are rising. Fully funding of
childhood care and education will requirc major
tion of existing revenue and/or new taxes.

additional reveave for early childhood care and education,

hdmmgmebm,mmmmchugeum-oﬁ.

mawedm salesuxes.apmpenyuxlcvy,apnymlltumdmc
(ax. |

Maost of these sources cither do not raise enough mooey (for

the wildlife check-off onl
mﬂm payw).wmﬁllmg:umwﬂyo:m“y

jow-income familics (such s the sales tax) or are politically
wwmwuw(mu.mm

The main sdvantages of funding early childhood care and
educstion by incressing income taxes are:

(l)ﬁchpyhgwm&ﬂmhavﬂymmm
able to pay;

a)axdaﬁwlymodmmmmmmm
funds becsuse slmost every Minnesotan pays income taxcs;

G)hwmeuxﬁ.mlihepmpenyuxes.mgmemedmd
speat statewide; and

(4)thuckmmpponmgmmf%rinming
income taxes than for increasing other taxcs.

6 Chiidron's Defenee Fund survey of Minneeota voters, July 1990.

2 34

Fully funding of early
childhood care and
sducation will require
major realiocation of
axteting revenue
and/or new taxes.



The Children’s
Defense Fund of
Minnesota found In a
recent survey thet
Minneects voters are
willing to psy
increased taxee for
children’s esvvioss i
the increase is
dedicsted to children.

dedicated 1o increase estly childhood care and education
services. While members of the task force that the
is not inclined to dedicate revenue, may

The Children’s Defease Fund of Minnesota found in a receat
mmymuww:mwnnngmpayhawdm
for children’s services if the increase is dedicsted to children.

Recommendation 2:
Quality and Avallability

The task force identified six ways Minnesota can increase the
wdmmmmmmmﬂdh
state. .

childbood care and services.
Inas section, this report discussed the indicators of
child care: a stable between child and

Whﬂemﬁomhgstmdaldsmm&mﬂy,mfmnﬂy
and center child care moet at iesst minimum standards of group
size, staff/child ratios and spacc’, there are no such sssurances
wmwmmmmmm
training. In addition, it is important to take steps to increase the
supply of child care. The specific reccommendations in this
section of the report address these concerms.




m&uwmmmwu&a&w
Minnesola’s strategy o improve quality

B idhood care and cducation. These agencics,
funded in part by the state, improve the of care by:

30 36

Care Resource and
Referral Agencies are
currently opersting
throughout the stals,
but not all of them are
yeot sbie to mest focal



in Minnesota, only
sbout 40 percent of
child care workers see
themselves staying In
the fleld move than
five yoars and 35
percent think they will
lsave within the naxt
two years.

-

B. The task force recommends that the legislature establish
hmﬂnwummcuﬁmunmmd
nummmmmwm.meamm
certification and to achieve improved pay for child care
workers. Additional funds should raised in the private
sector.

As indicated carlier in this report, frequent staff turnover has a

devastating cffect on the development of 3 carly
childhood care and education sysiem. In only about

40 ddﬂdmwhsmmmyﬁhme
ﬁefn?;‘thanﬁveymsmdﬁpammhklhey leave
within the next two years.

Fewer than 20 percent of child care workers in for-profit
centers, the fastest growing scgment of the child care ficld, stay
more than six years."

mmmnmmmwmmmmg
thpbmmmbwwwGth}
frustration (23 peroent), lack of administrative lqzmm
wwmmm) 1t is clesr that
child care wages snd  will reduce staff
turnover.

The dilemma for Minnesota is twofold: 1) how can public
ﬁmdbglﬁeawﬂ'mﬁminaqum?
Z)Mwmumwmmwmfmnﬁ.whkh
would be reflociod in higher rates, do not make child care

number mecting the standsrds for socreditation by
the Associstion for the Education of Young Children
orcaﬁﬁwimbyantﬁmllFamﬂyDameAmm
Enmmmimhnmdmiﬁuﬁmofpmmswuld
improve quality through staffing and program changes.

mhigheslpﬁomyforth&gnmsmldbeforpxwidmwho
pmposebecomingacueditedorwﬁﬁdmwhomposemking

tion for child carc workers. Grants would be for two
yea:sandlargcmougbtomakeasigniﬁeamimmctonstaﬁ
compensation. Grantees would be required to demonstrate how
they could continue to maintsin improved staff compensation
after grant funding runs out.

IWMMMMMOUUMGI.'GNC.NW'M. 1969.
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instituting a provider training scholarship program

family cbild care providers and child care center staff.
A scholarship program would help carcgivers pay for training
jeading to child development associste certificates, technical
Ceg e e sty o et cao and (ot
mdmm “mﬂe will not be able to find

anrc
gumm the quality of care and education

Cultural sensitivity training should also be included as of s
scholarship program. ‘This training should reflect the
child-resring practices of the various cultures reflocted in
Minnesoia communities.

D. The task force recommends that the legisiature increase
funding for licensing services.

In some Minnesots counties, applicants for child care licenses
must wait up to several months to be due to0 a lack of
- staff at the level. fiocnsing services

nmmmmmmmmnmmmm
address the need for better-trained providers and improved
quality of care for children.

E. The task force recommends that the legisiature extend the
mmwmmmwmmm
who also care for their own children. Thisis

providers
another way to help child care providers improve quality.

Famﬂychildcampmvidmmoneofthemhnpmma
momofqualitychﬂdmhMMasweﬂbeing
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Uniess incentives are
provided both for
people curvently in
direct care and for
students entering the

not be able to find
quelified etaft, further
eroding the quallly of
care and educstion
for chiidren.



if a provider is
Heensed to care for
six children and has
two preschool
children of his or her
own, the provider can
only care for four
other children,
fmiting the income
received from running
this business.

They are currently ineligible, however, for the state’s Child and
Dependent Care Tax Credit, even though they are working while

care for their own children. (See Appendix A for more
information on tax credits.) .

State licensing standards appropriatcly limit the aumber of
children in family child care. A provider's own children are
counted toward this licensed capacity. For example, if a
provider is licensed to care for six children and bas two

children of his or her own, the provider can only carc
runping this business.
Extending the tax credit to this group of child care workers could

also help make this vital profession more attractive to potential
providers.

e Family child care providers in families eaming less than

$27,000 would be eligible for the tax credit.

* The credit would range from $18 for a family with one child

uuminmrmm.ooomst.«omuwm
two or more children and an income under $

e The maximum child carc paymeat on which credit can be

claimed is $2,400, far less than the median cost of full-time
child csre in Minnesota.

* The credit for family child care providers would be based

on the value of the paid care they are providing o other
children.

F. The task force recommiends that when the state adopts the
federal reimbursement rade for child care sabsidies, it
assures that providers do not lose inconie as & result of
the change. The state should continne maaitoring the .
extent of the impact of the federal rate on parental choice.

For chilézen eligible for the Basic Sliding Fee program, the state
reimbmmchﬂdmymvidmbasedonwhatmhupmvﬁus
in their area are charging. The reimbursement rate gow is 110
percent to 125 percent of the median rates in the arca. This sets
a limit on state reimbursements and gives parents a choice by
making all programs affordable to them.
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will cause some child care programs {0 lose
of their current rate of reimbursement, y if they
are serving a high oumber of low-income While the

:
2
g
-
%
1
;
%

monitored.

Recommendation 3: Coordination

The task force ideantified two ways to impeove the coondination
of carly childhood care snd education in Minncsots.

A. mummmmmm.
state level independent body called the Minnesota Early
Childhood Care and Edocstion Council.

Minnesota needs to
build & network that
wouid integrate and
coordinste early
chiidhood care and
educstion policies,
funding and eervices
at the state, reglonal
and community levels.



The Minnesota EOCE Council would have the authority to:

L Developabiamhlptanforeaﬂychﬂdhoodmand
education in the state.

2. Take a leadership role in ing the state budget
recommendations for carly care and education
made by the ECCE or other state agencics.

3. for and reccive state snd federsl monics +:d public
:ﬂﬂgﬁn&em monies.

" Care Resource and Referral grants currently administered
by the Department of Human Services.

5. Participste in and fecilitste the development of interagency
agreements.

6. mmwpﬁmmmmeydonotmnﬂim
on early childhood care and education issucs.

7. Advocate for an effective carly childhood care and education
symwithmteagmc&smdmm

8. Studytheneedfwdtildmﬁmdinsforspecialneeds
children and special populstions whose nocds are not

being met by current programs.

9. Asswcmmmewlyehﬂdhoodmandedumtbnsystemis
inclnism)(mnlticwm gender-fair and disability
sensitive).

10. Be responsible for advocating policies and funding for early
childhood care and educstion.

mlong-mmgoalofthiscoundlwouldbetomaximimﬁmds
_andthcworkofthcstatcagew‘ummﬂy involved in carly
childhood carc and cducation services.

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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B. The tzsk force recommends that coordination at the

regional level be carried out through the existing Child
Care Resource and Referral Agencies.

Coordination efforts at the regimal level would be through
existing Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies.

As a new respoasibility, the Child Care Resource and Referal

Agunhsmﬁbemquﬁadbhﬂpmﬂdmdimmy
childhood care and education services at the community level by
Resource and Referral Agencics will need additions! funds to

create and maintain these committecs.

These Community-Based Committees would be
committees (new or existing) that would advocate for child care
needs in the community as well as serve as important jocal
resources for children and their families. The chart on the
opposite shows the relatioaships of these

Based Committoes.

12




ORI S

A Coordinated Early Childhood
Care and Education System

represented on the stats’s Cildbood Case
Child Care Resource
and Referral Agencies
Coosdinstes Early Childbood Care and
Education scsvices in region. Partially
funded by state grants. Accountable to
and sesves on MN Early Childhood
Care and Bducstion Council.
Members Appolated Appointed by Statute:|
Privase Foundation Care and Education | " Sevices
G are Crnter Council Jobe & Trainiag
mw CEO State Planning
Small Business A pew semi-independent state agency. Higher Education
Minnesots Associstion for Recommends policy and funding for carly amd
the Education of Young childbood care and education programs fo the | MN Head Stast Assoc.
Childrea state legislature, Helps coordipatework | hild Care Resource
Representative of K-12 between state agencics. Administers Child mmﬂ
County Governmx ot Cuare Resource & Referral Agency Grants and Committecs
Service Development Grants, Ex-officio legisiative
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| Recommendation 4: Funding

The task for 3¢ identificd two ways in which the legislature can
make adequate appropriations for carly childhood carc and
education.

: A The task force recommends that the legislature appropriate
‘ an additional $7 million for early childhood care and
education services in the 1992-93 biennium.
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Whilcth'sammmtofmoncywillnotsolvelhcmw’schildm
crisis, it will improve availability, affordability and quality of
eadyehildhoodcarcandcdwa&onmeuoughtomakc
difference.

a

' B. Minnesota will receive about $32 nullion in new federal
_' dollars during the 1992-93 bienniom. The task force
m&mmmh&eﬁﬂhﬂngmy:
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The task force has reviewed all recommendations included in th'\

report and cstimates that it wili cost an additional $41 million in the
next bicanium to make real improvements for Minnesota’s children.
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The chart on the following page details the task force recommenda-
tions, including catcgories designated in federal law.

30

PTG T TR AN S S R R N RNERET U LT T 7 STREC A SR E Y S A T VN KR 10 U TN CE g AR S i S T\ e e T ]



Funding Proposals: Federal and State Appropriations

" All figures ars ronmded
ond accuraie a2 of
February 8, 1991, PR
e 3
State’s
uﬂ.
. nap- pont soriyshioed |  Towlp Current -
r R] ek® of needing | Menowce & Melemat mesiing | swalebiilyef | ofunsion end oy Fundi TOTAL
; STATE ARDG e st & b b, | ety iihend |kt Age e} ekt unding
5% Inprove monlioring foenaing com andiabiny | Core programe: o 1990_&91 FUND‘NG
PROGRAMS standerée; 10 Phencs; belning; prograce: : 1992-'93
provide ingraving salaries: ?
{  tiaby ! milen 290000 Noaen | fomllee RSN
N N e ;
LA Care Sasks %
| AFDC familien 1913 million (eut) [S20 sullion (sut.) AR 13167 milion ¢ $49.7 million
; ESRARIRARUDRASONRRNORLSENILE % lllllN”"l”lll‘“llﬂll"”ll.l"llll""l“l”"l"“t!lﬂ"'l"l”ll"”llllhll.“l”ll"ll.il"lllll"ll' Tl iiddiiidif] SERERERIPRSAIEE
U owicometuniies [ SASmilion | $164 milion $15 miflon |- 1217 milion® $55.9 million
[ HN Enly Chiihood Care & | $250,000 5 375,000
D Education Councl R
; Pesowced Meheal Y $1 miilioa : $1.3 miliion $2.3 mlflico
5 Cotiication, Wege I £1.9 miliion : 1 miloe $4.1 miitioe
1 mucnh?g— \3 $1.9 mitice 2 : $1.9 million 1
§ $90,000 $708,000 $137
‘;i 3280000 $700,000 o 118
il
g i R
$172milion | $31.8miBlon $1 milion $250,000 Simlion | $15mitica Sl $40.7 miltion | mgm
B (estimated) {cstiented) : ' !!\\k k»

+ Stase fwady are weed for AFDC familtes s STRIDE * TVtsis the Basic STiding Fee program.
284 for sl AFDC fxwmilien (STRIDE or act) for cae year
sftse heaviag AFDC becamse of lncrenset fncoee.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

report addresses the
oscvices that are
needed, ensuree that
services are not
duplicated and helpe
families In their efforte

10 rales healthy

whﬂkgoodfu'dlﬂﬁwnﬂwhtmbcﬁnﬂed.

following outcomses:

1. &fl&mwﬂgah&l&ymmm:mmmyof

2. Low-income families will bave subsidies available to them
and a waiting list for services will be rare.

3. All families will have affordable, quality early childhood care
and education services availsble to them.

4. Families will know what child care services arc available in
their communities.

5. Families will have a way to express their unmet early
childhood care and education needs W the
Community-Based Committees and the Child Care
Resource and Referral Agencies.

6. Families will be in making appropriate service
choices for their chi and recognizing quality programs.
7. Licensed providers will know where to obiain training and
licensing assistance through the Child Care Resource and

Referral Agencies and will see where their programs fit
within their communities.
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10. Communitics will be mobilized to belp determine nood,
allocate resources and make and support decisions to fully
fund early childhood care and cducation scrvices.

uwmuwwhmwhm

resources and developing

cavironments for m.mof
resources for familics.

13. State agency staff will inthedewmw’d‘a

mAMWmeﬁmdqmzmlyW
csre and educstion snd make it s réality for all Minncsota

adoption, implementstion and of these
will make the task force’s vision of an

Wm,ofuﬂymmnlmm
fosters the of sll children & reslity for all
Minnesots childrea and families.

;
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pendix A:
Current Child Care Funding

Anmofgommmt-MaaLstate,wMymdmnicipal—hamevMsome
ﬁmdingﬁmcbiklmfmuinmmfmﬂismmepaslmalm This section
mﬁmmesepnbﬁcﬁmdingmmandlhcammmtsmﬂabk.

Federal Funding

Federal funding for childbood care and education includes funding through

Title XX of the Social Act, to participants in STRIDE, through the federal child
Carc

mwmmuwmm-wmmmmmﬂy
Support Act.

Title XX

AFDC Child Care Program
Federal kmavmwmmmmd&mdefmAFDC
wwmsmmx,mmmm This child care is

to STRIDE fctuhnga&cymhlhcminingand%yw
program and to all recipients Amcwubagb.fmupmmyw. federal
government reimburses Minnesota percent of the cost of child care.
‘This money has been available since state fiscal year (FY) 1988. Minnesola expects
mmd:;ypmgglnmilﬁmin funds for STRIDE participants and those leaving
AFDC 1991.

Federal +_:"}d Care Tax Credit

HefduﬂgommmthdheulysubsidiwmecmtofehﬂdmmeMmfamﬂim
thmughlheaﬁldandDependeerdit. This tax credit can be claimed for a
pumtageofchildwecxpensesuptosz.400fcrmachﬂdand$4,800fortw00tmom
for 8 maximum reimbursement of $720 or $1,440vespectively. This credit is not capped
by income limits nor is it refundable, but it does reduce a family’s tax burdea.



Child Care Legislation

wﬁdlmm?mymmﬁwgmmmuwﬁem
Development Block Grant Support Together
these grants will sead over $16 million to fwmynlwl.

mmild&mnndnevdopmtﬂbckﬁnmofﬂ&lmm&mmmmasﬁmm
of the funds be used to help families to pay for child care. The other 25 percent can be
mdwmmwmommmmedwmmmcqumyofchﬂdmwm
mmcunihbﬂhyofbdom-andsﬂu-sdmlmmandmﬂychﬂdlmd
development services.

The Family Support Act will provide $5.9 million to Minncsota. $5.2 million is to be used
fmcbﬂdmfwwﬁng&mﬂiswhomatrbkdgingmAFDCmquuﬁmasmc
match. meminhgsmmﬁsmimpmvemmwmpﬁnmstme
standards and provide training to providers. Half of this money will be used for training.

State Funding

Smeﬁmdingfmaﬂychﬂdhoodmmdeduuﬁmismihbbduwghmeamd&m
MMMAFDCMM@MMM%MMWWN
L.

The Legisiature has & ted $23.1 million to the Child Carc Fund for fiscal year
1991, allocated ss follows:

Migrant Day Care . $ 200,000

Resource and Referral Grants 650,000

Service Development Grants 500,000

State Administration 150,000

Basic Sliding Fec Program 10,576,236

AFDC Child Care Program 10982764

Total: $23,059,000



AFDC Child Care

Child care is available 1o AFDC caretakers who participate in the STRIDE program.
Purents under the age of 20 who have not their high school education are
required to participste in STRIDE. The fo AFDC parents can voluntarily
participate in STRIDE:

. (l)thosewhominsmmﬁbcmmyl.lm
. (Z)thoscwhohavcbeuneccivingAFDCforfoutyumormom:
. G)mwhoseyounmt:hﬂdislﬁoroherorwbohavﬂim:mnomrk

. (qmmagenwmmmmwmmloromm.mw
equivalency degree; and

. (S)ﬂmewhomnolintheself-employmeuldemnsmﬁonormmm

The Department of Human Services to serve about 10,000 families under this
program in fiscal year 1991, at a cost between $1,000 snd $3,500 per family, depending

The state also subsidizes child care for Minnesota familics through the Child
and Care Tax Credit. For tax year 1989, taxpayers with incomes up to 327,000
could a refundable credit of up to $720 for one dependent and $1,440 for two or

mM%MthfmﬁMmhMmﬂuﬁemd
13. Sbnhghmywlwl.lheincomeedlhtswﬂlbeﬁj\medwmformm

Based on the House Research Income Tax Simulation this credit is estimated to
cost the state’s general fund about $13 million per year years 1990 and 1991. The
mmmmmfmmmawmummnmmmxmm
bienmum‘bl .)(&nm‘ ates of the cost of this credit for thc 1988-89 bieanium were not
available.
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Appendix C:
Definitions

2
Child Care

Childcan:ispmvidedforchi&drcnwhmtheirparemswm\utgotosdmlandpmmots
uwmdakemotbmkmgniuwant{physialdmhpmentofthechﬂdmmmugh
developmentally approprisic practices.

mmmbmindudeﬁmﬂychiﬂw&mfamﬂychﬂdmmmchiﬂm .
offered Mdnmwmmwnmoﬁtnﬁh-pmﬁtm
Services are through parent fees and are subsidizod the Child Care Fund

Preschool (Nursery School)

mwmmmmwmmwm
MMMMWMMIMW@MM
developmentally appropriate practices.

Preschool programs are sponsored varicty of including schools, churches,
are through fees and private subsidics. Thesc programs arc licensed and
monitored by the Depariment of Humap Services.

School-age Child Care

School-age child also known as exteaded care) is provided for
dﬂ&mnpSw“ggmcMaﬁ.;M;y&:h:mm&m This care

Wwwwmmm
and quality interaction with adults.

Schoolwmmm by such as school districts, community
agencies, churches, snd te nonprofit and for-profit organizations. Funding is usually
throus’: parent fees and subsidized through the Basic Sliding Fee program and tax

credits. Only the public school programs are monitored by the Minnesota Department of
Education.

91
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o)

Head Start

HeadStaﬂisacompmmechildmdhmﬂydwebpmempmgmmm@mdmhclp
cconomically three-, four and five-year<0ld children and their families
achieve their full poten Head Start provides education, health, nutrition and social
services. Head Start involves parents in all aspects of the program. Head Start pareats
monpolkymudklndmhwmmymﬂwmbinpmmmomtbn.
myuwndmhm:ndmamlmmu!hﬂnm Nationwide, 35.9 percent
ofHeadStansmﬁ’mpmmtsofwnenwrfomMSmm

deSunbuahgbhﬁwmnducwmw'nolmmwpumtdmeml
nnmbuofmmllmmtopponmﬁB'forehﬂdmwmm:fmbmﬂywm
disabilities requiring specisl servioes. ‘l‘hqé“r:lcei\'elhc I range of Start services
slongside their non-dissbled peers. Head staff members work closely with
communit agencics 10 services to meet the needs of these children and

Nationally, Head Stsrt is administered the Administration for Children, Youth and
Families in the U.S. Department of and Humsn Services. Minnesots Head Start
funds sre administered the Economic Opportunity Office of the Minncsota
Department of Jobs and Head Start ceaters sre licensed by the Minnesota
Department of Human Services.

Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE)

MWMMWMMWMMW
MMMMmmﬁmthmmprMth
Wmmmmmmmwmd

mmwmmwymwmmmﬁ
and home visits; -child interaction opportunities; guided play sod leamning
sctivitles for aﬁymmmmtmmuwm
the eatire family. is offered through community education in Jocal
school districts. Funds are allocsted by the Legisiature as state aid to the

tax base. These programs arc monitored by the Minncsota ¢t of

n. MMMIMMBM&IWMAMM
during the 1989-90 school year.

STRIDE (Success Through Reaching Individual Development and Employment)

STRDBistheMinnesotapmgmmwhthﬁlkthefedualmquwmentinthelQSS
WelfuzkefomAatopmidcempbymundmininsmicGtoAchlm.
STRIDE is administered join bylthepaﬂmmtoanmanSavicesandthc

of Jobs and Train mgoalnflheSTRIDBpmgmmistohelpAFDC
clients gain the skills necessary tc become economically independent.

1N
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pendix E:
Child Care Task Force

The 1989 Minnesota Legislature provided funding to the Commission on the Economic
Status of Women to undertake a study of coordinated child care in Minnesota. The
Commission established the (hild Care Task Force to develop recommendations to be

responsibilities of each agency child care Nations! child care experts
Jule Sugarman from Special Intemnational snd Ssndra Skolnik from the
Commission for presented current issues to the task force. The task

force also reviewed numcrous publications from Minnesols and other states.
Task force members drew up the following mission statement.

The mission of the Child Care Task Force is to develop and recommend a clear and
coordinated system that:

. ngmmmqmﬁrmwwwmmmm
and education that promotes the child’s physical, intellectual, social and emational

Assists families in providing and obtaining quality education and care that are
accessible and affordable and can continue from birth through early adolescence, as
needed.

Maximizes and coordinates community resources for early childhood development at
the state and local levels.

. Pravidesmpporﬁwpoﬁqandsmbleﬁmdingquuaﬁormﬂydﬂdhwdmmand
education that respect the unique needs and diversity of individual families of all
income levels and all social and economic backgrounds.
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