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NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DAY: A CELEBRATION
OF PROGRAMS THAT WORK

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1980

Houske or REPRESENTATIVES,
Task Force oN Human RESOURCES,
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
Washington, DC.

The Task Force met, pursuant to notice, at 9:05 am., in room
2237, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Barbara Boxer, chair-
person, residix{%.

Mrs. Boxer. We are going to get started. I will speak as loud as 1
can. :

I know you are all here because Congressman Kennedy and I are
here. It has nothing to do with our first very special witness. I am
very pleased that you did come.

1'do want to say, many times in this Budget Committee, we do
have people who come from the entertainment community to put
themselves forward to help us in the fight for a better America,

I also want to say to them how irateful we are because it is be-
cause of you that we have so much coverage here today. And the
fact that you would give up your privacy, which I know that you
cherish, is very in;rortant to us. We thank you very, very much. 1
want to welcome all of you. This idea emanated from my good col-
league from Massachusetts, Representative Kennedy.

1 want to welcome you to the Budget Committee Task Force on
Human Resources in honor of National Children’s Day. It is won-
derful to see so many ambassadors from all over the United States
assembled here in our Nation's Capital. I hope that you will take
the time to learn a little more about our democratic system of gov-
ernment. | suspect you have a few lessons in store for us.

It is an exciting time to witness what is happening in the woria
with the walls coming down in Europe and E:Ople choosing democ-
racy. I think the lesson for us is it only works when people partici-
pate. You are learning that today, that your participation is
making news. Your participation can very well change the way
this country chooses its priorities. What you are doing today is im-
portant,

1 don’t want it to end for you after this hearing. 1 want you to
continue your involvement, your concern.

Over the past 2 years this Task Force, along with Chairman
George Miller's Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Fami-
lies, has helped shine a spotlight on the needs of America’s chil-
dren. We have inquired into the problems of poor pregnant women,
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and children born into unfortunate circumstances. We have fought
for increased funding for cost-effective programs like WIC, which
provides nutrition for p: nt women and their newborn chil-
dren, and for Head Start. We also have argued for increased sup-
port for education programs. As global competition increas-
ingly fierce, we must commit the resources to e Our young
Eople the best educated in the world. The resources are thers; the
owledge is there; now we must provide the leadership.

Your appearance before this Task Force could hardly be more
timely. Congress is wrestling with a monumental budget agree-
ment that would affect every area in which the Government is
active. The theme of this hearing is “Programs that Work.” As we
look at ways to reduce the deficit, our need to isolate successful
programs has never been greater. Today, some of you will have an
opportunity to influence the priorities of the Federal Government.

want to direct a few words to those of you who will not be testi-
fying this morning.

There are over 1756 child ambassadors present today. We read
every written statement that was submitted to us, and they were
uniformly excellent. Many of you have overcome formidable obsta-
cles to get here today; others have used more comfortable sur-
roundings as platforms to aid those less fortunate. I congratulate
and commend every one of you.

Finally, I want to acknowledge thu efforts of my colleague, Con-
ssman Joe Kennedy. He has done a great job of organizing the
ldren's Day and Children's Week events and has established

himself as a true champion of our children.

We welcome you. Our first witness will be coming. I am going to
call on Congressman Kennedy first. I just want to talk about the
rules of the hearing, if I can, for a moment. What we are going to
do is after the first States have been heard from on the first panel,
I am going to ask those of you from that State to go as quietly as
you can out the door and then we will let the other am dors
come in.

So with that, I will call on Congressman Joe Kennedy, with my
deepest thanks for your great work.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY i1, A REPRESENTA.
TIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS

Mr. KeNNEDY. It is not exactly the reception I get at the Banking
Committee, Barbara.

Let me just salx‘ how delighted I am to see each and every one of
you here today. Forty-six States sent up to four children each and
two U.S. territories have also sent kids. ] just want to say how de-
lighted everybody here in the Con§ress is that you have come from
such a long way away and how delighted everybody is to be able to
receive the testimony that you are going to provide us.

I have already received scme letters here from some youngsters
here in the State of Maryland, that we are going to include in the
Congressional Record.

I am sure that Chairwoman Boxer would be happy to keep the
record open for this hearing if any of you have statements or even
written statements that you would like us to submit into the offi-
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cial record of the Congress of the United States about what your
concerns for our country are, what kind of experiences that you
have had growing up and what you think our Government ought to
be doing to try and make life a little bit easier for kids and perha
to have society ize the tremendous role that young people
pla& that so often, I think, get ignored by our elders.

I just want to let you know it is really terrific that each and
ever%oone of you have come. I think this is exactly what we need in
the Congress, is to a little zip and a little new life into some of
these hallways. I think you will be providing us that in the next
few days. Welcome to Washington, DC.

Let me also take this opportunity to give my sincere thanks and
appreciation to Thairwoman Boxer for agreeing to hold these hear-
ings and for all the tremendous work she does on behalf of our Na-
tion's childrei. This is the second consecutive year that she has
held a hearing commemorating National Children's Day, which I
ﬂl‘\l?; is indicative of her deep concern and interest in our Nation’s
children.

Children have a true friend and advocate through Barbara
Boxer’s work here on this committee and in Congress by the pro-

ms she fights for that are desperately needed to give children a
air chance to succeed. I want to commend her.

You know how much I admire the work you have done, Barbara,
and the dedication throughout your years of service here in our
Nation's capital to our country’s most vulnerable citizens, our chil-

ren.

Barbara is also, 1 should say, a candidate for the U.S. Senate.

Mrs. Boxer. Not yet, not officially.

Mr. KEnnNeEDy. She is unofficially a candidate for the Senate of
the United States. 1 know we all wish her well. I also want to ex-
press my thanks to Cissy Houston and her daughter, Whitney, for
their efforts. How about a big hand for both of them.

As Barbara said when Whitney first came in, there are so many
entertainers that do very, very well in our society today and many
of them do participate in the affairs of our country. But there are
also a whole bunch of people out there that do their work, make
their money and go home and feel that that in fact has let them off
the hook in terms of their commitment to this great country. But
Whitney Houston has separated herself by having her family in-
volved in a foundation that is set up specifically for the needs of
our Nation’s youth.

I think all of us have been inspired by her songs, but also people
have been inspired by the hard work that she does behind the
scenes to make sure that many of the important issues that affect
our country, particularly our Nation’s youth, are being affected
here in Washington and throughout the rest of the nation.

So we owe you a deep gratitude, Whitney. Thank you very much
for the work and support that you have provided here for Chnu
dren’s Day.

I think one of the songs that Whitney Houston sings sums up
why honoring children as a special day is so important. The lyrics
read, "I believe the children are our future. Teach them well and
let them lead the way. Show them ail the beauty they possess
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inside. Give them a sense of pride and make it easier. Let the chil-
dren’s laughter remind us of how we used to be.”

You pnﬁmbly are all happy that I read that and didn't try to
sing it. Anyway, maybe we can convince Whitney to do that later.

It is with that spirit that we celebrate National Children’s Day.

Finally, T want to extend m dee%:;l)sreciation to David Leader-
man, the executive director of the Child Welfare League of Amer-
ica and the steering chair of our National Children's Commit-
tee. Without his commitment to this project and his ability to bring
in folks who are committed to the kids like the Anthony E. Casey
Foundation, we would have never gotten this far.

Is David here this morning? He is on his wai:srom New York. I
want you to meet David a little bit later. He done a tremen-
dous job for all of us.

These are important times for our Congress and for our Nation.
As we consider a budget reduction plan, we are making critical de-
cisions affecting the heaith and welfare of our Nation's citizens. Re-
ducing guaranteed student loans by $2 billion and reducing manda-
tory programs like AFDC will have far-reaching effects on our kids’
ability to compete and succeed in societ{.

So as we debate the budget this week and we plan for our next
bud%et_ next year, we must keep in mind how our Nation's children
are doing.

The ﬁds are stacked against kids today. Of the children in our
country, 25 percent live in poverty; 90 rpercent of high school stu-
dents try alcohol or drugs; 50 percent of inner-city kids drop out of
high school before they finish; and 100,000 children on any given
night sleep on the streets. But by providing access to a number of
gggg programs. we can reach out and help these Vids to beat the

Every one of you in this room has risen above circumstances, has
reached out to others in the community or has been involved in
some program that has improved other lives. By honoring you,
others will be inspired.

Kelly Sanchez from New Mexico is a teen mother, but with the
help of the New Future School, she was able to stay in school and
complete her education. Andrew Nestor from Maryland struggled
with substance abuse until he found the strength and courage and
the help of an outpatient and school group program. He is able
now to stay clean,

Jorge Ochilla from Idaho has become an exemplary student
thanks to his determination and the help of the migrant summer
school program. David Bailey from New Hampshire faced some dif-
ficult times at home, but was able to overcome this with the help of
the Homeward Bound Program. Rhea Flowers from Missouri has
beaten the odds by learning to take charge of her own life despite
beir:*g bumped around by foster programs with the help of an inde-
pende

nt living %rgram.

Time, effort, ication, understanding and guidance are key to
successful programs. But without funding, these programs cannot
survive.

I think passage of the Young Americans Act this 1year would be a
good start to begin to fund these model programs. This bill also es-
tablishes a national youth policy and provides kids with an oppor-
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tunity to become involved in political decisions. The Young Ameri-
cans Act is currently tied up in the Human Services reauthoriza-
tion conference. I need your help to get this through.

There is 8 false notion in this country that people just don’t
count if they are under 21 years of age. There is a notion that kids
are not productive citizens, that they shouldn't be taken seriously.
There is a notion that the productive employment opportunities
are only meant for those age 21 or over. We have to dispel these
notions and begin investing in our children’s lives.

I think Abraham Lincoln summed it up well when he said: A
child is a person who is going to carry on what we have started. He
is going to sit where you are sitting. And when you are gone,
attend to those things which you think are important. You may
adopt all the policies you please. But how they are carried out de-
pends on them. He will assume control of your cities, your states
and your nation. He is going to move in and take your churches,
your schools, your university, your corporations. The fate of hu-
manity is in your hands.

Ma Chairwoman and Members of this Task Force and hon-
ored guests, let's seize the opportunity and improve our children’s
lives. Our Nation's future depends on this.

1 want to again thank my good friend, Barbara Boxer and all the
Members of this Task Force who will be hearing from you today
and who will be very interested in studying the testimony that you
submit 80 that we can create better policies for our country and for
our Nation's young people.

Thank you all very much.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Kennedy may be found at end of
hearing.]

Mrs. Boxer. Thank you again, Congressman Kennedy.

Because the Congressman made reference to members of this
Task Force, ] do want to say that last year we had a number of
Members from both political parties, at our hearing. This year, be-
cause of the crisis on the budget, we have several Republican Mem-
bers who are at the White House and many Democrats who are
speaking with the leadership todagéWe have a crisis on our hands.

As a matter of fact, we are debating the very priorities of this
country. We have a deficit reduction plan that many of us feel falls
far short of what we need to do for this country,

The fact of the matter is, the reason there aren’t so many more
Members here is because they are engaged in this crucial issue
which we didn’t expect would come at this very moment in time.
So forgive us if there aren’t more of us. I myself have to leave in
about 40 minutes. Congressman Kennedy will take the chair at
that time.

So I am very anxious to hear from as many of you as is possible.
There is an official record of this hearing. It will be given to eve
Member of the Budget Committee. They all will see it because all
of them were so disappointed that they could not be here. I am
hoxinisome will drift in and out.

t this point it is my Jarivilege to welcome Whitney Houston and
ask her to come up and take the microphone. Her mother, Cissy
Houston, is going to introduce her actually, and I think she can do
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a far better introduction than 1. We invite you to make that intro-
duction. Mrs. Houston, mother.

STATEMENT OF CISSY HOUSTON, HONORARY CHAIRPERSON,
NATIONAL CHILDREN'S DAY

Mrs. Cissy HousToN. Good morning and thank you.

Madam Chairwoman, Congressman Goodling, members of the
Budget Committee Task Force, Congressman Kennedy and you, the
ambassadors, my name is Cissy Houston.

First, allow me to commend you for taking a bold lead on such
an important issue and for your willingness to hold this hearing in
order to hear firsthand from some of the young people of our coun-
try. For the second time you have provided an opportunity for
young people to speak out and be heard. ‘

It is my true hope that all our efforts combined will lead us to a
greater understanding and appreciation of the members, of the
problems facing young people today.

As a mother, my first concern Has alv /8 been my children: my
sons, Gary and Mickael, and my daughter, Whitney. I have always
been concerned with children’s issues. I believe if we don’t protect
our children, provide a safe environment for them, guide them by
gxample and help them to feel good about themselves, we have no

uture.

As chairperson of National Children’s Day, 1 am proud to be part
of a celebration of young people who have said, "I will make it,”
who have benefited from programs that work and who have come
to spread the news.

I am equally proud to be able to present my very own youth am-
bassador. Ladies and gentlemen, my daughter, Whitney Houston.

STATEMENT OF WHITNEY HOUSTON, FOUNDER, WHITNEY
HOUSTON FOUNDATION

Ms. WxiTNey HoustoN. Thank you.

Madam Chairperson——

Mrs. Boxer. We welcome you officially. We listen and hang on
your every word. Go right ahead.

Ms. WxrTNEy HousToN. Thank you. You guys are great. Thank
you.

Madam Chairperson, Congressman Goodling, Members of the
Budget Committee, Congressman Kennedy and Mommy, 1 am
Whitney Houston. I would like to thank all of you for making this
hearing possible and for inviting me to participate.

I am honored to sit here before you today in support of National
Children’s Day, a celebration of our Nation's greatest resource. It is
our youth.

1 am here because 1 believe the children are our future, the
future of our country and of the world. Not every child is blessed
with the positive role models and strong family support that I
have. However, every child, regardless of their circumstances, has
a special gift, a special contribution to make to their communities
and to the world.
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1 am encouraged that you as infiuential leaders and lawmakers
in our country recognize the value of the hopes and dreams of our
children.

This morning, you will hear from 20 young people from around
the country who are representing their States, theitxl-‘feers and pro-
grams that work. For every young person here today, there are
millions of other children around the country wiiting to be heard.
Their concerns are our Concerns.

The continued investment we make in our children’s future is
our obligation because our time before you is limited and precious.

1 would like to thank you all again and allow you to now hear
from these wonderful young people, our youth ambassadors.

[Applause.] ) .

Mrs. Boxgr. If you two would like to remain up here while the
first panel comes, we would love you to. I would ask that you take
those two chairs right on the side there, right at the head table,
but right at the side.

Then I would ask our first panel of young people to come for-
ward. Anita Taylor of Pennsylvania, who was invited here by Con-
gressman Goodling and Congressman Ridge. Please come forward.

I ask unanimous consent that Congressman Goodling’s statement
be included in the record. Hearing no objection, it will be done.

[The statement of Mr. Goodling may be found at end of hearing]

Mrs. Boxer. Included in the first panel are Jonathan Silverman
from Massachusetts; Tara Chamness from Illinois; Donna Washing-
ton from Mississippi; Cipriano Nevarez of Texas; Alice W. Tuck of
Maine; and Aundra Henderson of West Virginia.

I want to welcome you. We are pleased to see you all here. We
would ask Anita Taylor to start. Just relax. As you are relaxing.
speak into the microphone.

STATEMENT OF ANITA TAYLOR, YOUTH AMBASSADOR.
PENNSYLVANIA

Ms. TavLor. When 1 first got pregnant, 1 didn’t know what to do.
1 was 17 and scared. | wouldn't go to the doctor because I didn't
want anyone to know, I thought about having an abortion, but I
just couldn't do that to myself and my unborn child. I also thought
about giving my child up for adoption. I didn't know what to do. 1
prayed for a solution to my problem.

School came quickly and so did the morning sickness. I could
barely keep my Tunch down and went to the school nurse for help.
She was very kind and talked to me about my health and that |
needed to see a doctor.

She was concerned about me and my baby and arranged for my
appointment at the health care center. She made me realize that I
had to face my situation, and the first step was to tell my mother.
She was hurt, but she couldn't really say anything because she
made the same mistake when she was younger.

I started attending the Teen Parenting class during school and
learned how to care for myself and my unborn child. 1 also began
to prepare for my child's care by registering for the Infant-Toddler
Child Care Frogram at the school.
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When I could no longer attend classes at school, a tutor came to
my home 50 I wouldn't get behind in my studies. After the birth of
my baby, I completed the arrangements for his care so I could
finish my school year.

While | atte: d classes, my son is in the Child Care Center where
he receives a nutritional snack, a hot lunch and lots of loving care.
'l‘rnmseoth rﬁation to and from school for the two of us is proViSed by

e scnool.

I still attend the teen parenting classes that help young mothers
cofe with the responsibility of raising children.

love the Farrell Area School District because it has given me
the opportunity to stay in school, continue my education and pre-
pare for my future as a doctor.

The Farrell School District feels responsible for the education of
ali&eople in the communitgefmm the youngest to the oldest, from
birth to death. The school believes that most of the problems that
cause children to fail can be solved before a child reaches the age
of 5. There are 12 preschool programs that take care of these chil-
dren and any problem they might have.

We have day care for working and single parents, Head Start
education for children who are poor or have handicaps, a parenting
pr’t]x'g};ram to teach parents to be good mothers and fathers.

e Latchkey Child Care Center gives kids a safe and supervised
place to stay after school so they won't go home to an empty house
or be tempted to roam the streets. Students who are suspended for
di:ceirline are placed in this center rather than sent home unsuper-
vi

Kindergarten students learn to read and write by computer in
the Right to Read Program. If they are not ready for first grade,
they are placed in a developmental program. No young child in the
Farrell School should ever experience failure. All of us are support-
ed by many special programs.

We have access to mental and physical heaith clinics at the
school. We can also volunteer in the community through the Penn-
Serve Program. Our students are the eighth poorest in the State of
Pennsylvania where 65 percent are minorities.

Almost no one drops out of our school. Sixty-five percent of us go
on to college, and the Jobs for Pennsylvania Graduates Program
helps the rest of us find jobs.

e are at the top in our State for student self-esteem. We re-
ceive hot breakfast and lunch during the school year and a free hot
lunch every day during the summer.

Our school is open all day and all evening, but no one ever dam-
ages anything. We feel good about our school and ourselves, and it
shows,

Even adults attend our school at night to learn to read and
write, earn a diploma or improve their skills by taking contiruing
education classes.

The children of Farrell have a future. We will take our place in
society and believe that schools are a better place than jails.

I would like to thank the U.S. Congress, Governor Robert P.
Casey, and the Pen.;sylvania Department of Education for this op-
portunity to share Farrell’s commitment to children.
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The f of the Farrell School District and the State of
Penmgevanin will make a difference for America and the 21st cen-
tury. Believe me, they work. Thank you.

" he prepared statement of Ms. Taylor may be found at end of
earing.

Mrs. Boxxgr. Thank you, Anita. You just started us off beautiful-

y.
Jonathan Silverman from Massachusetts. Welcome.

STATEMENT OF JONATHAN SILVERMAN, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
MASSACHUSETTS

Mr. SiLverMAN. My name is Jonathan Silverman. 1 am the
chairperson of the Massachusetts State Student Advisory Council
to the Board of Education. The Student Advisory Council was es-
tablished in 1971 by Chapter 1009 of the Massachusetts General
Laws. Our membership consists of two high school students, elected
by their peers, from every public high school in the State.

To better address the needs and issues of students, our organiza-
tion is divided into 11 Regional Student Advisory Councils, each of
gzxich i;alect representatives to serve on the State Student Advisory

uncil.

The students in the Student Advisory Council create the group’s

agenda for the year. This process of prioritizing and goal setting is
facilitated by the advisors to the Council who are staff members of
the Massachusetts Department of Education, The members then
join task forces to better focus on accomplishing the goals which
th’eﬁ’have set.
. is year the goals of the Student Advisory Council center on
improving education for all of Massachusetts’ students. Massachu-
setts’ students have been faced with 2 years of teacher layoffs,
smaller course and extracurricular offerings, increasingly crowded
classrooms, and uncertainty regarding the fate of our public
schools.

In A society in which education is so highly valued, it is ironic
and unfair that Massachusetts’ students must watch as their
schools become less able to educate. The Student Advisory Council
is working hard to end these cutbacks.

We are actively encouraging the mainstreaming of special educa-
tion students. We are promoting school mediation programs as an
effective way to reduce the violence which is so rampant in our
schools. We are teaching other students about the Bill of Rights,
ability grouping in school, and the injustices caused by racism,
sexism, and homophobia,

The AIDS epidemic, experts say, will next ravage the youth com-
munity. We will work to educate students about this easily pre-
ventable killer. Information on this lurking danger isn’t enough!
We hope to help other student and health grou provide students
with protection from the virus, as one Massachusetts high school
has done.

Our organization is effective in airing student’s corcerns, and it
grovides superb leadership opportunities for students across the

tate. The Student Advisory Council is a way for young people to

get involved in their schools and communities. The framework for
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the Student Advisory Council can be easily and inexpensively repli-
cated in any State.

This program has taught me a lot about education, political
action, other people, and youth issues. But most of all, it has
taught me that yes, you can make a difference.

e pre statement of Mr. Silverman may be found at end
of hearing.

Mrs. Boxgr. Thank you very much. Tara Chamness from Illinois.
Welcome.

STATEMENT OF TARA CHAMNESS, YOUTH AMBASSADOR.
ILLINOIS

Ms. CHamnEss, Project Chance has made a big difference in my
life and that of Brooke, my 17-month-old daughter. Before Brooke
was born, I had hoped for a career in the health care area. Once I
had her, ] didn’t know how I'd be able to go to schoo!l and take care
of my baby, too.

Being a teen mother isn't easy in itself, but adding the responsi-
bility of going to school and studying too, I didn’t know if I could
do it. Then there was the financial part of school to face, also.

When I went to Project Chance to see if they could help me, 1
was nervous and was waiting for the customary feeling of being
looked down on because of being a teen mom. From the very first
moment, Loretta, my caseworker, made me feel good about my
goals and goin% on to school. She took my application, explained
what Project Chance is all about and just how they cuuld help me
attain my goals. When I took the test and made 100 percent, she
made me feel like she was really proud of me, too.

Project Chance has helped me with my books for school, the uni-
forms that are necessary for the nurses training at John A. Logan
College, and gas mileage to and from school. Loretta has always
been just a phone call away if ] had a question about anything. She
h.us provided me with listings of the available day care for Brooke,
and never fails to ask about how Brooke has adjusted to my going
to school and what quality time she and I are able to have togeth-
er. I don't think that is included in her job, and that's part of what
makes working with Project Chance such a good experience.

The mople at the Marion Office for Project Chance make me feel
good about myself and what I am able to achieve on my own. 1
think that that is what makes this program work. I'm not just a
case number. I'm Tars Chamness, person, mother, and student.

I have just finished my first semester at John A. Logan College
with a 4.7, and I couldn’t wait to tell Loretta. I think she was
almost as excited ns I was. She keeps telling me that I can go
places, and she helps me keep believing it, too. 1 feel good about
what I'm doing, and that has a big impact on how Brooke sees her
mommy.

1 don't have to settle for a minimum wage job and trying to take
care of the baby on that kind of salary. I'm going to be able to have
a career that I'm proud of, one that will provide for my daughter
and myself.

What makes Project Chance work, in my opinion, are the people
in the offices that we rely on so much and their attitude toward us.

3 -~
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They make it so easy to feel good about yourself, and they really
care about each and every one of us as individuals. Besides being
there tb help provide the books and other things necessary for
scl_;:al, they offer positive support. That shouldn’t ever be mini-
mized.

Too often, as a teen mom, when asking for help, I have been just
a case number, and that's demoralizing, but never at Project
Chance.

The moral support, to me, is what makes this program work. I
just thank God that I have this chance to go on to get a good edu-
cation and that I have the support of Loretta and the others at the
Marion Project Chance Office to back me up.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Chamness may be found at end
of hearing.]

Mrs. Boxgr. Thank you, Tara. We are very pleased at this time
to be joined by Bill Goodling of Pennsylvania. Congressman Good-
ling is very instrumental in helping us put this together. He invit-
ed our very first panelist, Anita Taylor.

You would have been so proud of her story. She is going to be a
doctor some day. Now she is an excellent student and an excellent
mom. She is on her way.

Mr. Goodling, you are welcome to make any comments you
might like to at this moment.

Mr. GoopLiNG. Thank you, Madam Chairwoman. 1 won't read my
statement since you have placed it in the record.

Anita, I am sorry 1 wasn’t here to introduce you. I was downtown
at the White House getting some marching orders on how to try to
save the budget proposal. I told Congressman Ridge you would be
here. I am sure he will try to be here as well. He was also down-
town getting the same orders.

We on the Budget Committee, Chairwoman Boxer and I, have a
golden opportunity because we team up with Mr. Kildee, who also
serves on the Education and Labor Committee with me; and nor-
mally, I think—maybe we shouldn't say this publicly—we probably
get more than our share when we team together. This is because
everybody on that Budget Committee represents the interests that
they think are the most important. I happen to think education
and labor, which also deals with child nutrition, is the most impor-
tant.

I do want to thank all of the young people for coming. My life
has been one of working with young people as an educator. They
always ask me if I miss my school. I say I miss all of my students,
most of my employees, and some of the parents. I don't say that
back in the district.

Again, thank you for coming. We know that you are our precious
resource, and our future is going to depend on the Anita Taylors of
the future. We want to do whatever we can at the Federal level to
help you reach those goals. Thank you.

Mrs. Boxer. From the State of Mississippi, Donna Washington.
Welcome.
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STATEMENT OF DONNA WASHINGTON, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
MISSISSIPPI

Ms. WasHiNGTON. Good morning. My name is Donna Washing-
ton. The essay I submitted was the ways in which the Mississippi
a0b (i:?s Center helped me from becoming a victim of hopeless-
ness helplessness.

The Mississippi Job Corps m helps me from becoming a
victim of hoperemness in many different ways. 1 have had many
different experiences of fecling hopeless and helpless.

First of all, the Mississippi Job Corps Program has changed my
life completely. Before I entered the program, 1 felt like I was one
of life's failures. I felt that I couldn’t succeed any goal that I tried
to reach. I was feeling down, and I needed a pick-me-up. Instead of
turning to d or alcohol, life’s most common addictions, I chose
the Job Corps .

The decision I made was absolutely done correct. Soon I entered
the program on the day of May 18, 1988. During my stay at the
Mississippi Job Co nter, 1 obtained a trade which is nurse
aide. Also, I obtained a GED. Soon after that, I became actuated by
my experiences. After that period, I began to progress even more,

A job I received, emplored by Christian City Convalescent Center
in Atlanta, GA, I don’t feel hopeless or helpless any more. 1 feel
that I can succeed any goal.

You all need to have the ambition to succeed. It will keep %:: off
the street and keep you from being alone and homeless. lize
that there are different kinds of programs that help prevent us
from becoming a victim of hopelessness, helplessness and homeless-
ness.

Get involved. Stop feeling sorry for yourself. Obtain the goals
that you have set out to succeed. Get with the program, the Missis-
sippi Job Corps Program. It helps the ones that want to be helped.

here are two requirements asked of the enrollee. First, do your
best. Second, treat others as you want to be treated. The Mississip-
pi Job Corps’ purpose is to see that the student and I obtain em-
ployment at the highest pay level possible once we have completed
our education and vocational training.

All students are treated ualﬁ' with no discrimination of any
kind. Students are placed inea\e ississ ipEiBJob CorﬁCenter with-
out regard to race, national origin, sex or handicap. The Mississippi
Job Corps Center has proven to help the young generation. Thank

you.
[The prepared statement of Ms. Washington may be found at end
of he.emngjm

Mrs. Boxer. Thank you very much, Donna. We add congratula-
tions to you. Cipriano Nevarez. Thank you and welcome. Cipriano
is from Texas.

STATEMENT OF CIPRIANO NEVAREZ, YOUTH AMBASSADOR, EL
PASO. TX
Ms. NEVAREZ. My name is Cipriano Nevarez. I am 16 years old
and was born in Zaragosa, a small town in Mexico. I am sophomors
at Socorro High School which is in El Paso, TX. I come from a
family of seven. My father, Jaime, is a construction worker and my
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mother, Maria, is now a housewife. I have two younger brothers,
Jesus and Lorenzo, and two sisters, Nellie and Araceli. They all
attend school in El Paso.

I am representing the Texas Migrant Program. This program
serves 187 students in the Socorro Independent School District and
has been in operation for over 30 years, It helps explain to parents
the importance of staying in one place so that their children can
attend school. My family movcid several times to do farm work
since I was born, but now we have decided to live in El Paso.

The Migrant Program offered me and 94 other students a chance
to spend the summer at St. Edwards University in Austin, TX. It
helped me in knowing what the real world will be like and recog-
nizing the difference from workinﬁ in the field and working in a
nice air-conditioned office. It also helped me in learning to live on
my own without my parents’ help. I think this was very helpful for
me and many of the other students.

When ] was in the program this summer, I received an award
from my supervisors for excellent work habits. I also received cer-
tificates for highest average in math and good behavior. I received
many other awards in my classes; this made me feel good about

myself.

ﬁfone I went to the program, 1 wasn’t really sure of what I
wanted to do with my future. I didn’t really have any goals. When
1 came back from Austin, I knew what I wanted to do in my future.
1 wanted to stay in school and go to college and make a real future
for myself. This is now my goal, to finish high school and go to col-

lege,

e%:’hen I was in Austin at St. Edward’s University, it was just like
being back home. We had everything we needed. I was comfortable
because there was a lobby where we would gather with friends and
watch TV or have meetings.

The money that the State of Texas spends on the migrant pro-
gram is well spent. If this program continues, I bet we will have
more graduates from colleges and universities. It hel’ﬁ.l students to
make decisions and know what to do in the future. This is impor-
tant for students who think of drogping out or haven't really
thought of their future. I think that the program will exist forever
with the help of many people who care.

" (The p[repared statement of Ms. Cipriano may be found at end of
earing.

Mrs. Boxgr. Cipriano, that was excellent. Thank you. Alice Tuck
is from Maine.

STATEMENT OF ALICE W. TUCK, YOUTH AMBASSADOR, BELFAST,
ME

Ms. Tuck. Hello. I am Alice W. Tuck, and 1 was born with a
hearing loss. We don’t know why. As a baby, I went to the Well
Child Clinic run by the city of Belfast Nursing Association and the
State of Maine Public Health Nursing. There they gave me my
shots and checked on my growth.

When 1 did not start to talk, they told my parents to check my
hearing. We went to the F.T. Hill Center in Waterville to find out.
My diagnosis was profound sensorineural hearing loss. A wonderful
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person there taught my mom about hearing loss and told her about
state services.

We applied and I received help from the Crippled Children's Pro-

, 8 Division of Maternal and Child Health, Department of
uman Services. I am not crippled because I can walk and move
my bodly. but I can’t hear at all. This program helped me for 5
years, It paid for my hearing testing, my hearing aids and for
speech ther:gf'. We went thrce times a week for speech until I
went to school. We went to the University of Maine at Orono for
hearing testing and to check my ears. My parents decided to use
cued speech, and the people at the state didn’t mind.

The public health nurse introduced my mom to a nice man from
Social Services, and he helped me to go to the Belfast Area Chil-
dren’s Center. He got assistance for me from the De ent of
Human Services, a division of Social Services under Title XX, and I
was the first person with £ handicap to go there.

I learned to play with other kids and sit in a group. This man
also made it possible for a home preschool teacher to come to my
gzgse. I think the first one came from the Bureau of Mental Retar-

ion.

Then we moved to my house. I got help through Mid-Coast Pre-
school Services. The teachers he;ied me to do puzzles, learn about
animals, color and made me s . They hel me so much I was
able to go to nursery school. We did cooking, reading and writing. I
liked learning with the regular kids.

Every summer since 1 was four I have gone to a summer pro-
gmm with other children who use cued speech. At first we were

unded by Crippled Children’'s Program. This part is very impor-
tant as the summer (?rogram turned into Cued Speech Family
camp. This year was 10 years of camp and the Department of Edu-
cation and the Bureau ng Rehabilitation have given money over the
years for camp.

Camp is special. I learn how to talk and cue. My friends are
there who are deaf and can cue like me. Now we older ones take
care of and watch the little deaf kids. This means we babysit them
while their parents meet, learn and talk.

Now I am in the eighth grade in SAD #34 in Crosby Junior
High School. I am better than when I was little. Since kindergar-
ten, the school has given me an interpreter who cues, and now the
thgol encourages other kids to cue to me. We have a cued speech
club.

The Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation has helped me with a
TV captioner. I can watch TV and know what they are talking
about, especially during news. The Bureau has also helped me to
get a D so I can call my friends on the phone and talk to
anyone.

ank you for asking me to come to Washington, DC to be a
youth am dor from Maine. I also want to thank Dr. Cornett
and Gallaudet College in Washington, for helping me and my par-
ents learn to cue.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Tuck may be found at end of
hearing.]

Mrs. Boxer. Alice, thank you very much. Alice pointed out that
she cannot hear at all. With help from the Crippled Children’s Pro-
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gam, a division of the Child Health Division of the Department of
ealth and Human Services and through Title XX she is learni
to get her education and be a productive part of society. We tha:g
her very much.

This first panel has been so outstanding. To complete it, Aundra
Henderson from West Virginia.

STATEMENT OF AUNDRA HENDERSON, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
WEST VIRGINIA

Ms. HenDersoN. Good morning. My name is Aundra Henderson
from West Virigina. To me foster care is a program that helps and
protects America’s youth. Even though foster care has mandy good
points, it also has its bad points. I feel that if placement and adop-
tion were processed more quickly, then the program would have
less problems. The program needs more involvement from the
people, such as more social workers who care and like what they
are doing for other ple. The program also needs more foster
families who are willing to take any child into their home, no
matter what race or age he or she is. Often many problems are
caused because of the children brought into foster care. Not all
children will be cooperative because of their previous home life.

America’s youth has many new choices they can make these
days. Without proper ﬁidance the choices these young people will
make, will not always be the correct ones, which 1s one reason wh
the program is beca* ¢ it offers the foster child a family, shel-
ter, schooling, clothing, and most of all love which makes a normal
home life.

One of the most confusing parts of foster care in sexual abuse
cases is that the judicial system is doing very little if anything at
all aboui punishing the offenders. The importance of foster care in
sexual abuse cases is that a child raised in a happy family and feel-
ing a part of that family, the child will mature into a responsible
adult and not an abusive parent.

When ] moved in with my soon to be adopted family, 3% years
ago at age 12, I smoked, I had absolutely no interest in school, I did
not use manners or care about my behavior except %etting atten-
tion in any way I could, and it didn’t bother me at all to lie. Now
after lots of love, caring, long talks, and discipline, I make honor
roll at school, was captain of my school basketball team, now start-
ing my third year, I was in the school choir, I was 6th, 7th, and 8th
grade princess, and I was also on the student council. I know now 1

ave a future and have set my goals high because my family now
has taught me I can be and do anything if I work hard at it.

I hope that after my high school years that my talent and help
from the foster care program, can be included in my college plans.
The foster care program has helped many young people. If we all
take pride in the program, it will continue to flourish.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Henderson may be found at end
of hearing.

Mrs. Boxer. Thank you. .

The three of us up here heve decided instead of asking questions
to just react to the panel's testimony. I will ask Mr. Goodling to
react first and make his comments.

8o -
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Mr. GoobLING. Anita, I think we ought to tout the Farrell area
school district a little. It is the poorest in the State of Pennsylva-
nia, poor in relation to the amount of dollars available, and yet
their dropout rate is less than 3 percent, which says something
about the innovative and creative programs that school district has
developed over the years.

The Job Corps was mentioned. It is near and dear to me. Some of
us have had to work very hard to keep it. It is an expensive pro-
fram but as I remind my colleagues, 2xpensive compared to what.

t giv:s many youngsters th: last opportunity to turn things
around.

I 8it on the Migrant Education Council. There is a picture in my
office of miﬁ:-ant education children, signed by all of them, thank-
ing us for what we do to help them have a better chance. Of all the
children in the United States, getting an education for them is
probably the most difficult.

Alice, your comments were very touching because my oldest
sister who is now 72 lost her hearing when she was 3. No one knew
why or knows why now. There were no services at that time. But
she was fortunate because there was a second grade teacher who
taught grades, 2, 3, 4, and 5 who insisted my sister come to schoo!.
Because of the efforts of that teacher she has led a very, very pro-
ductive life and 1 know that you are going to also. Thank you,
Madam Chairwoman.

Mrs, Boxgr. Congressman Kennedy.

Mr. Kennepy. Thank you Chairman Boxer.

I just want to say that I could not be more delighted with the
testimony that each and every one of you has provided this Task
Force today. You are exactly what 1 think that the whole Chii-
dren’s Day effort is about, to demonstrate how individuals despite
all the terrible statistics we hear these days about how difficult it
is to grow up in our county, that with your unigue combination of
special drive and determination coupled with the programs that I
think people like Congressman GnoJling and Barbara Boxer and 1
have tried to advocate here in the Congress, can in fact demon-
strate that people can grow into their full human potential.

Each one of you had such a tremendous sto:x our own specific
capacities and capabilities to overcome the odds I think are an in-
spiration to everyone, from Aundra’s ability to overcome foster
care, Anita and Tara’s willingness to come to grips with their preg-
nancy and overcome the problems they would face to Jonathan's
willingness to try to help not only himself but other kids in Massa-
chusetts.

I thought Alice’s testimory really almost brought a tear to a lot
of people’s eyes here. In a very concrete way in front of all of us
she demonstrates the power of the individual and people's willing-
ness to overcome whatever difficulties they might face in life
through their sheer faith in themselves and the human race.

I am delighted with each and every one of you and with all your
efforts, and Mr. Nevarez's efforts as well. It should be an inspira-
tion for everyone. Particularly as Mrs. Boxer and Congressman
Goodling have pointed out, these are the programs we are strug-

ling for, that are on the chopping block today. We have to reaf-
irm our commitment to you and others like you.

- 22
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Thank you very much for your testimony.

Mrs. Boxer. The good news is that you can all stay in the room
because everyone now is in the room who would like to be. I want
an opportunity as the Chair of this Task Force to thank these wit-
nesses who have gotten this discussion off to such a strong start.

There was a comment made by Aundra in her testimony. She
says: “I know now I have a future and have set msr goals high be-
cause my family now has taught me I can be and do anything I
work hard st.” Now the point is that each and every one of us can
do anything we put our mind to if we believe in ourselves. What
you are teaching us here today is that in each of your lives there
was something that suddenly made you believe in yourselves. For
some of you it was your family, for some it was a program at
school. For one it was the Job Corps, the Migrant Program, the
Crippled Childrens’ Program, and for Jonathan it was an opportu-
nity to give back something he wanted to give back.

That is the lesson I think Congress needs to understand. Not ev-
erybody gets that support. We need to make sure that we put tax
dollars behind those kinds of programs that work, that reach out
and give you that sense that you can make it and do it and glarticb
pate. Then we will have the strongest country in the world. No one
can stop this country from greatness, because what makes us great
is our people.

So 1 am very lifted by this panel. As I go to this discussion about
budget priorities you will be right here in front of my mind. I want
to again thank my dear friend, Joe Kennedy. He is certainly an in-
spiration to us all by teaching us that it is the children who have
the message we need to hear.

I am very pleased to turn the gavel over to my good friend, Con-
§ressmalg ling who has a heart vigger than this room. He will
lead us in the rest of this hearings. Also my thanks to each and
every one of you and to Whitney Houston who had to leave, again,
I w:lx:t to thank her for giving us the inspiration. Thank you very
much.

Mr. GoobLING [presiding]. Congresswoman Boxer will now go for
her arm exercises in a different setting than I had this morning. 1
would like to call the next panel to the table at this time and
thank and dismiss the first panel.

The second panel is composed of Melisa Garcia from Arizona;
Calvester Torrence from Wisconsin; Phallay Chhay from Virginia;
Natasha Smith from Alaska; Shawn Lawson from Arkansas; and
Stephanie Leming from Kentucky.

At this time we welcome the second panel. We will ask you to
;.’estify in the order I call you. Melisa Garcia from Arizona will be

irst.

STATEMENT OF MELISA GARCIA. YOUTH AMBASSADOR, TUCSON,
AZ

Ms. GARcia. My name is Melisa Garcia from Tucson, AZ, | am a
16-yer.r-old mother with a 14-month-old son. I represent the Center
for Aaolescent Parents, a program for child care. The program is
free for us. Our program consists of different areas empowering us
in all parts of life.
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We have a step program, systematic training for effective parent-
ing which helps in areas like socialization, language, infant stimu-
lation and self helg [;)arenting skills. Another important part is
studying for the G p . We have one on one counseling
with the GED instructor who sets up an individualized program of
study. There are also two volunteers who help us with any prob-
lems in our GED work.

We spend 9 hours a week on this part of the program. Once a
week we have career counseling with one of the staff who special-
izes in this area. She teaches different career skills like job inter-
viewing and writing resumes.

If we are interested in a particular career and would like to
know more about it, our counselor will bring in a s er to talk
about that career. Ewrg Tuesday we have “time and talk.” This is
our time to discuss ; ~obleras associated with husbands, boyfriends
and family members. We {1alk about anything we need to discuss. It
is very confidential. We augh, cry, give and get advice from the
other girls. It is a warm cering time to share with others.

This program is success{ul for many reasons, one is that we have
a multilevel curriculum, not only do we stud for GED exam but we
learn skills for ail parts of life, children, marriage, caree:s. We
learn from geometry to good parenting. This program is multicul-
tural. The clients represent Hispanic, Native American, African
American and Anglo communities of Tucuon. As we grow together
we also learn respect for and understand of each other's culture.

Finally, and most important, is the staff. We are taught by
caring professionals who are always supportive and positive.
Thanks to their help I have grown in maturity enough to be ac-
cepted in college and received a scholarship. I need to mention our
caregivers in our free nursery who take excellent care of our chil-
dren while we study. It helps not to have to worry about my son
because I know he is safe.

I feel very lucky to have found and participated in such a pro-
gram as the Center for Adolescent Parents. It has helped me find
directiolr; in my life and then given me the skills to go and achieve
m .

e prepared statement of Ms. Gacia may be fcund at end of
hearing.]

Mr. GooprinG. Congressman Espy has joined us. He is on the
Education and Labor Committee. Is there an¥thing you would like
to say at this time?

Mr. Espy. Mr. Chairman, let me apologize for being late. As you
xnow, we have a big budget vote today. There are all kinds of cau-
cuses and canvases and Eroups whose arms are being twisted all
over this place.

Let me say I appreciate the theme of this particular conference. 1
have a long statement. 1 would like to ask unanimous consent to
have the bulk of it entered into the record, I would appreciate it.
We do have a budget problem but I cannot think of any higher
item in our Nation's pt rities than the care of our youth and the
care of our children. Mr. Chairman, we have a lot of problems with
children in Mississippi. I come from a State that is making great
progress in the care and development of children.

. 2.4




19

Still, I am ashamed that we have a tremendous infant mortality
rate. Out of every 1,000 live births 6 will not live to blow out a
candle on their first birthday cake. I have given many high school
graduation speeches, as I am sure you have, but I am not proud
that out of 6,600 students. 100 dropped out. I am not proud of the
fact that so many young girls have babies and they don’t want to
come back to the classes.

I cannot think of a higher item in this list of budget priorities
than to take care of our children. That is the theme today. I am
glad to be here to cooperate in this vital issue.

Mr. KENNEDY. ] want to let the gentleman from Mississippi know
that there was a wonderful woman who testified in the previous
panel named Donna Washington. 1 am told she is one of your con-
stituents.

Mr. Espy. I met her in the hall. I am really sorry | missed her
testimony. I also missed Ms. Whitney Houston. I want to be named
as an original cosponsor on this bill and I congratulate all the work
that you have done.

Mr. KenNEpY. Thank you very much.

Mr. Goopbunc. You are really learning about arm twisting up
here today. You heard about arm twisting up here, downtown and
many other places.

I ask unanimous consent for all the essays for those who have
not had an opportunity to testify to be included in the record.
Without objection it is so ordered. For all of you who brought your
essays, they will be included in the hearing record. We appreciate
your coming.

Our next witness js Calvester Torrence.

STATEMENT OF CALVESTER TORRENCE, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
MILWAUKEE. Wi

Mr. TorrenNcCE. Two years ago | was in the seventh grade and in
big trouble. Luckily I joined the One on One Program and now I
have a bright future. I started the ninth grade in Nicolet High
School. One on One was created by a private sector group of civic,
business and education leaders.

The program began *o improve study habits, academic achieve-
ment and offer help from the business community. It is called One
on One because it matches one student with one mentor. I original-
ly joined the One on One Program because it had afterschool ac-
tivities and I like to play basketball. I needed helg with my grades.
ll:dey report card said my behavior was not acceptable and i could do

tter.

I realize my hopes for the future depend on a good education and
ﬁood behavior. After 18 months in the program I learned how to

eep out of trouble and avoid places that are bad for me. To avoid
those places I play basketball, spend time with my mentor and
work on getting good grades.

My last report card also showed my behavior has improved and
now I can control my temper. I have had the opportunity to speak
out about the One on One Program and what it can do for Milwau-
kee students. I was the subject of a TV interview program with my
mentors. 1 also gave a speech to the Greater Milwaukee Commit-

. » -
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tee. This Frogram has hel me to realize the value of education
now and I am headed in the right direction. I am proud of myself
for turning my life around.

My future looks bright. After high school I plan to go to the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin in Madison. I hope other kids will have the
opportunities I have had. Someday I hope I can help kids in the

seventh grade who are in trouble. k you.
. [The p]repared statement of Mr. Torrence may be found at end of
earing.

Mr. GoopLING. We will now hear from Phally Chhay.

STATEMENT OF PHALLY CHHAY, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
RICHMOND, VA

Mr. Cunay. Hello. My name is Phallay Chhay. I am a 19-year-old
Cambodian refugee. I am going into the 12th grade at Meadow-
brook High School in Richmond, VA. I have been a member of a

rogram called the Refugee Youth Training Project, which was a

ederal demonstration project that lasted for 2 years. The program
was made possible from a Frant though the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, Department of Social Services, to the Office of Refugee Reset-
tlement of the Catholic Diocese of Richmond. Sixty refugee teen-
agers were asked to join the project because our teachers thought
that we were going to drop out of school and this project helped us
stay in school.

e each belonged to a small group and each group had an adult
leader. Each group chose a topic about our culture to research,
then we wrote about it and we also wrote stories about our lives.
At the end we put it all together in a book. This vear my group
wrote about how to make a Cambodian house. We also learned how
to take pictures and how to develop them. We made all of the pho-
tographs that are in the book. There is also a lot of artwork. With
the book, we helped to bring alive our culture and memories.

Refugee kids have many problems here, like how to get along
with Americans. There are a lot of problems with the students in
mﬁ schoel, especially the city schools. There are prejudiced kids
who are against us living in the United States and they call us
names like, “chinks” and “yellow monkeys.” And we sometimes
fight them. Some of us were in gangs before we joined this project.
Another problem is that our parents want us to i)e like old Cambo-
dians and we want to be like Americans. And we argue with them
too. Two times I ran away. I can’t get along with my stepmother, I
worry a lot about my real mother who is still in Cambodia. I follow
along with my friends most of the time and that is why I belonged
to a gang, to be cool and to be J)art of a group. School is ckay, but I
used to skip a lot because I didn't feel like doing any work. An-
other problem with the Cambodian parents is that they want to
pick who we will marry, but we want to date and pick our own
mate. Some kids in our project had run away to be with their boy-
friend or girlfriend. Some kids said they wanted to commit suicide.

When | was in the groject it helped me stay out of trouble be-
cause | spent time with my group and I wasn't going out with my
other friends and doing what I don't want to do. In the ‘project |
learned many new things. Some people, like the editor from the

26
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newspaper talked to us about how to interview and a photographer -
took us to his studio and helped us take pictures of Cambodian

clothes. ] also went to school almost always because our leaders
always checked to see if we were%ngand if we were making good
fmdes. And some kids got tutors. We also went on many field trips,

made lots of new friends. I have better grammar too, because 1
practiced writing for the book.

When we interviewed the old people, it made them feel good that
we were interested in our culture. Some kids only talk to their par-
ents when they want something but now they talk more and the
parents seem to be proud of their kids when they write about their
customs for Americans to read. Also, the parents liked their pic-
tures in the book. But 1 don't know about me and my parents be-
cause I don’t live with them any more.

I think all the kids in the project feel better about themselves
now because we ar not ashamed of who we are. Once we went to
the Richmond Children’s Museum and we had a fashion show for
the American kids there and we taught them how to play Cambodi-
an games and the Vietnamese kids cooked food for them. We were
all very proud when people told us that they like our clothes, food,
and games.

Now we feel like we belong more. I know that some people all
over the world are prejudiced, but it is not 100 percent. I talked
with friends and classmates who feel the same way I do and we
share each other's cultures.

More than anything, I think this project has helped me to let out
all the gain that is inside me. Both years I wrote stories and poems
about the war, about my angry feelings tragedy, and suffering. In
the project, we could talk about problems at home and school and
the other kids and adults understood how it feels. I have nothing to
hide now. I talk very open.

1 am sorry that this project is over because there is no more
money. Whiie we were in the project, nobody dropped out of school
but now a few have dropped out already, three have been suspend-
ed, and five have run away. I ask you what is the difference wheth-
er kids die in the streets of this country or in other countries at
war, )

[The prepared siatement of Mr. Chhay may be found at end of
hearing,)

Mr. GoopLiNG. Natasha Smith from Alaska. You are a long way
from home.

STATEMENT OF NATASHA SMITH, YOUT.. AMBASSADOR,
ANCHORAGE, AK

Ms. Smits. Hi. My name is Natasha Smith and I am 12 years old
and in the sixth grade at Northwood School in Anchorage, AK. 1
would like to share you about what Very Special Arts means to
me.

I have been going to the Very Special Arts Festival since 1 was 3

ears old. In 1991 when I attend the festival it will be 10 years. ]
ike the puppet shows and the music the best.

" 27
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Last year at my school my class had an artist from the Very S]l»
cial Arts Festival and she let my class do clay pottery. Then she let
us put it on display during the festival.

I'go to the New Visions Dance class and all the kids with special
n have lots of fun. They teach us how to move and how to
dance like professional dancers.

The Very Special Arts Festival and New Visions Dance class let
children with special needs, like me, participate in the arts. It
makes us feel good about ourselves because we can be a part of the
arts. It doesn't matter what kind of disability we have, we can still
enjoy ourselves.

k you for listening and thank you for inviting me to come to
Washington, DC for National Children's Day.

{The prepared statement of Ms. Smith may be found at end of
hearing.]

Mr. GoopuiNG. Thank you Natasha for coming to share your
story with us.

STATEMENT OF SHAWN LAWSON, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
ARKANSAS

Mr. LawsoN. Hello, my name is Shawn Lawson. ] am a senior at
Malvern High School where | am student body Yresident. Out of all
the programs I am associated with, peer counse inﬁois the most sig-
nificant. The Malvern Public Schools Peer Counselor Program has
been active since 1974 when school authorities requested a teen in-
volvement program be started in the Malvern school system.

These counselors are carefully screened, drug free, have satisfac-
tory grades and are well rounded students with a determination to
defeat the drug problen.

To negate the idea everyone uses drugs, peer counselors serve as

itive role models for the younger students to promote the drug
ree messages.

Peer counselors receive approximately 32 hours of training by at-
pendiﬁhe Governor’s Youth Conference in the summer, attend-
mﬁ REACH training and montw training sessions by the high
school drug coordinator, Wanda Williams. The 120 peer counselors
from grades 8 through 12 are assigned to elementary classes where
they present monthly class sessions for students, kindergarten
through sixth grade, In these visits, the counselors try to create
lines of communication so the students will feel open to ask ques-
tions freely. The counselors also play decisionmaking games and
activities that demonstrate the importance of individual values,
sound decisions and positive self-esteem. Factual drug information
is also presented in a nonemotional manner and activities for a
drug free lifestyle are offered.

Since drug use is beginning at much younger ages, the counselor
try to encourage decisions of nondrug use before these youth are
pressured by their peers to use drugs.

Drug use is not the only factor the peer counselin group focuses
on. The counselors confront many different problems of youth
today, such as, suicide, teen pregnancy, and family problems.

What makes our program truly successful is dedicated leaders
and the youth. The student leadership in all youth programs is the
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key to the success. The elementary kids lislen more attentively to
the peers around their own age aad older. "This awesome combina-
tion is what makes Malvern Peer Counselort an excellent program.
The Malvern program has received both State and national recog-
nition as a model peer support group.

By carefully considering their role as a model, making a commit-
ment, and participating in the program, it is felt that high school
students’ own position is reiuforced. The attempts to guide the
younger students in life coping skills and goal setting makes their
own values and goals become clearer.

Having a love for children, this was an excellent opportunity for
me when I was chosen as a peer counselor. I have a feeling of satis-
faction knowing that 1 have made A difference in someone's life.
The children look up to us and respect us. Being involved in this
program has been a plus in my life and has reinforced my values
as a person.

From the Malvern Peer Counselor Program, I would like to
thank you for your time and this opportunity.

X [The p'repamd statement of Mr. Lawson may be found at end of
eari«

Mr  opunc. Thank you, Shawn. The last persor. who will testi-
fy on - - panel is Stephanie Leming from Kentucky.

STATEMENT OF STEPHANIE LEMING, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
OWENSBORO, KY

Ms. Leminc. Hello, my name is Stephanie Leming. I am repre-
senting Owensboro, KY.

During the course of a person's life, he will find that he needs
comfort and support from people to live a happy and normal life.
Many people can get that support from family members. There are,
however, less fortunate people without living family members or
whooe family is not supportive and comforting enough to provide
encouragement.

For several years my older brother and I were abused by our nat-
ural mother. We had to steal things for a living and led pitiful, de-
graded lives. After so much abuse, my brother left our home and
entered a children’s home. My other siblings and I were not as for-
tunate. Because my mother was wanted for several different of-
fenses, we began moving from state to state. From Florida and the
Carolinas to Nevada, we moved every few weeks, living each day
on the money that churches were kind enough to donate to us and
items that were stolen. Throughout this time, 1 tried to take care of
my brother and sister without the help of our mother, who was
usually intoxicated.

In 1985 we returned to Kentucky because my grandmother was
ill. In December 1985 the department for social services intervened
and my brother, sister and 1 were placed in a foster home. Since
that time my life has made a total turnabout.

Now thing are better than ever. Foster care has become a very
important part of my life. Thanks to my new foster family, I am
happier than I thought possible. In school, my grade point average
is 3.8, and 1 am in the gifted-talented program, and an active
member of the national honor society. Already 1 have begun
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making plans for college and I have grand opportunities waiting

for me, Flam involvedeg: clubs and activities gx which onli\: select

individuals can participate. Thanks to the Foster Teens Conference,

I have close friends muihout Kentucky with whom I exchange

letters arly. At church I am an active member in my youth

g:oup. r being baptized this year, I have a joy in me that would
ve been inconceivable to me before this year.

Foster teens have more difficulty receiving comfort from family.
Foster care workers realize this, and have found a way for foster
teens to receive support. The foster care system sponsors the Foster
Teens Conference, giving teenagers in foster care the opportunity
to fellowship wi.h peers in similar family situations. At this confer-
ence, foster teens have the opportunity to nave fun, talk about
themselves, and form lasting friendships with foster teens across
the State. This provides the teenagers with social skills that will be
beneficial to them throughout their lifetime.

The Foster Teens Conference also provides training sessions of-
fering foster teens guidance in independent living. When a child
leaves foster care, he is on his own the rest of the way. The inde-
pendent living classes show older children the aspects of life they
will be facing including work skills, communication, and other
skills vital to living independentli.e

Another imfa.m designed to benefit foster teens is the Mentor
Program, which is spreading throughout Kentucky. Offering a one-
on-one relationship with a volunteer from the teen's area, this ro-
gram helps the teen prepare for independent living while providing
a supportive friend who will be around to help even after the teen
leaves “ster care. The mentor is a selected person qualified to take
teens step by stegI through some of the obstacles involved in inde-
Fendent iving, while giving the teen advice and consultation. This
ifelong friendship and guidance, which closely resembles a rela-
tionship with an older brother or sister, is a significant addition to
a foster teen's life.

With help from my foster parents and other people who care, 1
am on my way to living independently. With scho arshirs I earn
and money 1\froviderl by the State, I will be attending college after
next year. My foster parents are working with me on budgeting my
money and maintaining a checking account, which are two vital as-
pects of independent living. Also, the Independent Living Program
will help me with other equally important skills.

Although life has been somewhat rough throughout the years, I
have been able to rise to the top. I pray that I can share my story
with children that are in the same situation that I was in and show
them that there are programs offered to fill their needs and give
them hope for the future. With a little help and ha‘ﬂ)iness, chil-
dren everywhere can be all that they dream of being. All they need
is that special touch supplied %\;people who care.

Thank you, Chairwoman Boxer and I appreciate your time,
Budget Committee.

Also, on behalf of the youth of Kentucky and the other states
represented here, I would like to thank Congressman Kennedy for
letting our voices be heard.

N [The p]repared statement of Ms. Leming may be found at end of
earing.
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Mr. GoopLing. This was an outstanding panel. I was thinking we
should find some way to take this program on the road. We some-
times read so much about such jealous and self interested people.
When we hear your stories of sharing with each other and encour-
aging each other, it is really heart warming. I think it would be
well for the entire United States to hear your stories.

I would like to call your attention to a little program we have
going here on the Hill. As congressional offices, we have estab-
lished sort of %rent program, we call it a mentor program. We
work with the District of Columbia Schools. In our case we have a

oung man in this office, an‘] this is our second year that he has
n with us. He was heading very much in the wrong direction as
a seventh grader. As an eighth grader he became a part of our
office, part of our family. We go to the games of the Baltimore Ori-
oles, the Bullets, and the Capitals. We go to recreation parks to-
gether. We have big parties when it is report card day because
when Lydell does well, and he hea been doing very well, we have a
b}‘g_ party. It has been a wonderful experience for those in my
office.

They do a great job as mentors for Lydell. He is now in the ninth
grade. ] was teaching him yesterday, he is in Latin. I told him with
all those pretty girls in your class you better learn. Amo, amas,
amat.

Again, we thank all of you from the panel. I will turn the the
gavel over now to the Congressman who was the most responsible
for this opportunity to have you come and share with us. I must
now take my twisted arms out and see if I can twist some arms
myself because if we get sequestration the programs that will
really get slaughtered will be the ones that come from Congress-
man Esgg"s and my committee, the education and nutrition pro-
grams I will do almost anything to prevent sequestration from
happening, even though it might mean I have to hold my nose,
close my eyes, close my ears from my constituents, to see if we can
come up with some way to prevent sequestration from happening.

It is now my opportunity to turn the gavel over to the Co
man most responsible for today’s activities and I thank all of you
for coming.

Mr. KENNEDY [presiding]. Congressman Espy. do you have some
words for the panel?

Mr. Espy. I want to just thank them for participating. I am also
persuaded that we hear that students of the day are apathetic and
don’t care what is happening. I think Mr. Goodling is right, we
need to take this show on the road to convince other Americans
that you are alert and very bright and you are committed to your
peers and to this country. It has been a delight for me to sit here
and listen to this great testimony.

Mr. KENNEDY. ﬂesin, I just want to say how delighted I am with
the testimony each and every one of you has given, from youth
leaders such as Shawn to those of you who have overcome the diffi-
culties of foster care and Natasha's ability to overcome her disabil-
ities. Calvester, when you talk about being a troublemaker in the
seventh grade you hit a chord from my memories from my seventh
grade days as well.
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You are all a tremendous example to other youn§ people around
the country and people in the Congress as well. You hear about
people up here joking about getting our arms twisted. What we are
talking about are programs like t that have helped you that
are on the chopping block today. We have to make sure that the

is wil Bng to stand up and hear the kind of testimony and
inspiration that you give us so the! you can have the backbone
that is necessary to not succumb to the wishes of a few but rather
to stand up for those programs that will allow others like you to
grow to your full human potential as well.

You are tremendous individuals. You have already made a differ-
ence in your young lives in this country. I want you to know that
you really count in this country and in Washinfton but most im-
portantly in your own home towns. Thank you all for coming.

We will now excuse the second panel and bring up panel three.

Panel three is made up of several individuals, Michelle Hamby
from South Carolina; Tyrell Gales, Massachusetts; Lashawn Brown,
Alabama; Michael Briggs, Oregon; Mary Jo Blanchard from Con-
necticut; Maria Dawn Durbec from Hawaii; and JoEllen Deters
from Kansas.

First, 1 want to just take one minute to recognize one of the
people who has been truly responsible for the establishment of Na-
tional Children's Day. That is the president of the National PTA
and a good friend of mine, Ann Lynch and is a hostess of the con-
gressional lunch that will follow the hearing.

We want to thank you for all the work that you have done and
the work you continue to do on behalf of our Nation's young
people. Thank you very much.

ow we get to the third and again the important part of this

hearing which is the testimony from our youth ambassadors. We

gaantrto start off panel three with Michelle Hamby from North
rolina.

STATEMENT OF MICHELLE HAMBY, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
GREENVILLE, 8C

Ms. Hampy. My name is Michelle Hamby from Greenville, SC.
Panel three wants to thank Chairwoman Boxer, Mr. Goodling and
Congressman Kennedy.

Right now I am a 16-year-old girl starting my sophomore year in
a new high school. This past summer ] moved back home to live
with my mama and her boyfriend. For the past 3 years I have lived
with my aunt, been in a foster home with other teenag girls, lived
in a group home and stayed at an emergency shelter. Several times
I have run away from school and from homes where the Depart-
ment of Social Services sent me. I have done some things when I
was mean and angry and when I had a wild streak in me that I am
not very proud of 1 wish I hadn’t done those things but 1 sure
learned a lot.

When 1 was 13 my mama’s boyfriend sexually abused me, When
I told my mama what had happened she didn't believe me. Later 1
told my friend about what happened to me and my friend told her
parents. After some time a report was made to the department of
social services and someone came to school and I had to tell about
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what happened to me. ] was taken to the law enforcement center
to make a statement and then brought to my aunt’s home. I had
been abused and all the time it hurt so much because I loved my
mama and she didn’t believe me.

When 1 was living at my aunt's home I remember Judy, my
guardian ad litem coming to visit me, Judy listened to me and she
seemed to understand how 1 felt. Judy didn’t care about my past.
She just talked to me about what I thought was important and
what I wanted to talk about. I didn’t have to go to court but I knew
Ju'lqg was in court looking for what was best for me.

ere were times when my foster parents or a counselor would
tell me Judy had called but those aays we didn't talk much, be-
cause I ran away so many times. I have had many people looking
out for me these past years, but there were so many times when I
wished all those peogle would get out of my life. Kit and Ann, two
of my caseworkers, helped me through some times when 1 needed
them. Because all of these people helped me, I got into groups like
Young Life and I had the chance to go to summer camps and
Disney World. One spring I even got to go to the beach.

Once when I ran I got myself into trouble with the law and then
1 did have to go to court. Boy, was I scared. I got 6 months proba-
tion and 25 hours of community service, At that time no one could
heg) me because I just wasn't willing to help myself.

inally 1 was placed in a group home with some of my friends
and an understanding counselor. ] have had lots of counseling and
so has my mama and her boyfriend. I have learned to fgggive and
s0 has my family and this summer things were pretty good. Now I
think I am home for good.

My sisters and brothers have gotten into trouble, been on drugs
and were sent to jail. I don't know what is going to hapgen to me
but magbe Iwillbe a cosmetologist. a nurse or work with troubled
teens. Right now I plan to finish high school and go to vocational
school next year. Anyway, I want to do something where I can help

ple or do something that matters. Some day I would like to see
if I could either volunteer or work at a girls home to help other
teens with their problems.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Hamby may be found at end of
hearin%.]g

Mr. KenNepy. Michelle, that was excellent testimony. Thank you
very much for coming. We will now hear from Tyrell Gales from
Massachusetts.

STATEMENT OF TYRELL GALES, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
DORCHESTER. MA

Mr. Gares. Hello my name is Tyrell Gales from the JFK Library

Corps.

lﬁxsfortunately young people in our country are often viewed by
adults as having little to contribute to society. Media portrays
teens as rude, underachievers, drug users, and gang members. It
seems like thef are more interested in redportin sensational stories
than in actually examining the truth and complexities of problems.
As a result many people, especially teenage males, are being hurt
and stereotyped.
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Today, more than ever, urban youth need to be sincerely respect-
ed. We need space and resources to develop productive programs
and we need access to the media and to decision makers. Fortu-
nately there are programs that are attempting to do this and who
could serve as models for new projects.

The JFK Library Corps is a program that takes kids seriously
and has confidence that young people are capable of being responsi-
ble and caring. It provides youth with an alternative to hanging
out in the streets by encouraging them to do community service
pro am;froviding the tools to get a job done.

lished by the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation in De-
cember 1985, tge Corps includes Boston students from grades 6
through 12 who live in a cross section of Boston neighborhoods. In
1990, 124 ycung people volunteered over 17,000 hours to Corps
sponsored community proliects. Corps activities include working
with the elderly, preschoolers, the hungry, and homeless children
;vith special needs and many others. I have enclosed a 1990 project
ist.

The program asks kids what they think and how they would deal
with city problems. In developing projects, Corps members learn
firsthand how government works and what they can do to bring
about change.

Over the last 4 years, the JFK Library Corps has provided a nur-
turing environment for me to grow in many different ways. 1 have
developed a respect for people of different races, ages, neighbor-
hoods, and backgrounds. I have become more hesitant to make

,}pdgments about others based on the way they look or where they
ive.

Before I joined the Corps I was always afraid to be in the spot-
light. Throughout my years as a member I have developed the con-
fidence in myself to speak out to individuals and at large gather-
ings about issues that concern me.

would be very honored to represent the JFK Library Corps and
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in Washington, DC at the
1990 National Children's Day Conference. I am anxious to share
my views and experiences on how others could create programs
that develop self-respect and confidence in young people.

As | end this speech, I would like to urge all of you to aliocate
funds for the program. Thank you.

" [The %repared statement of Mr. Gales may be found at end of
earing.

baMr. KenNEDY. Now we will hear from Lashawn Brown of Ala-
ma.

STATEMENT OF LASHAWN BROWN. YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
ALABAMA

Ms. Brown. Hello. | am Lashawn Brown. I am representing the
Young Mothers' Program.

During my pregnancy, I was ashamed because society severely
criticizes teen pregnancy. I did not want to go anywhere and when
I did get out, I felt as if eyes were following me. I reached the point
that I hated myself. My peers looked at me strangely. Many of the
relationships that I had with my friends changed when they
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learned that I was pregnant. My teachers were either unsympa-
thetic to the stresses 1 was experiencing or lacked the ability to
reach out and help me.

Before 1 learned about the Yo Mothers' Program at Ensle
High School, I was sure that 1 wo d have to drop out of school.
Since my family receives welfare, and there were ready five chil-
dren in the family, I could not afford child care for my baby. My
baby’s father had denied paternity. Even though ] eventually went
through the court system to establish paternity, I have currently
received only one child support check. He is reported to be residing
in another state now.

The Young Mothers' Program accepted my daughter, Tina, into
their Infant Care Center so that I could continue my education.
The principal, Mr., Warren, bought my bus pass which enabled
Tina and me to get to school. In the sunshine of late summer, the
rain of fall, the cold of winter and again in the spring, we rode the
bus together to school. The trip was often difficult because we had
to get out of bed at 5:30 a.m., catch the bus, and transfer buses
downtown to get to school.

In June of this year, I graduated with a 4.0 GPA. | could not
have done it without the Younwothers' Program because I had
no one else to turn to for help. king back on that experience, I
don’t see how I actually did it. But the program had so many en-
couraging faces and helping hands. The nurse, Ms. Johnson, at
their teen self-hel;lx,:linic monitored my postpartum progress, and
checked on Tina when she became ill at school. The counselor, Mrs.
Buford, kept me on track toward graduation. She also helped me
deal with my emotional roller-coaster.

Students in the Infant Care Training Center along with Mrs.
Hall, its director, held Tina for the first 8 weeks iecause she
screamed without close body contact. Many of Mom's friends were
telling me to just let her cry or she would be spoiled. But Mrs. Hall
knew that Tina had an immature nervous system that just needed
time to develop.

What a warm, comforting start she had in life instead of a fear-
ful, frustrating one. Today she is a very independent and, I might
add, very bright 1-year-old who is busy exploring her world from 2
feet high.

The program has impacted my life in so many ways. It has
heightened my courage and self-esteem. It has shown me that pa-
tience and perseverance pay off. It has instilled in me the determi-
nation to go on and complete my career goals in spite of the fact
that it will be much harder with a child.

Thanks to the unwavering help from Ms. McDonald, the program
~oordinator, I am now a full-time freshman at Birmingham-South-
ern College under a Ford Foundation grant, with a double major,
education and biology. They have also helped me to obtain free
child care for Tina at a day care center near the college inspite of
the Alabama Department of Human Resources’ regulations re-
stricting child care slots to Z-year, tsecondary students. Ms.
McDonald'’s call to the Governor's office was needed to intervene.

The future for Tina and me looks bright now. We hope to find
alternate housing soon which will take us out of the projects. I am
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working very hard to make the dean’s list, and Tina already has a
Birmingham-Southern T-shirt.
I love the program. It will be a significant part of my life forever
So I will return the favor.
I d like to thank Congressman Kennedy, the members of the
Bu Committee and everyone for listening to me.
prepared statement of Ms. Brown may be found at end of

hearing.]

Mr. i(.snmv. You all do such a nice job of inspiring all of us
and helping out one another, It is terrific to see. Next 15 Michael
Briggs from Oregon.

STATEMENT OF MICHAEL BRIGGS, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
OREGON

Mr. Brices. My story is an exceptionally different one. Troubles
started early in life for me. My father left my mother and me when
I was 2, leaving us with nothing. She remarried a successful busi-
nessman when | was 5, and that is when problems really started.

I was continually sexually abused by .miebabysithers, and my
steffather didn't help matters any. I was beaten by him almost
daily, and from an early age 1 was told I was unwanted. My real
father wouldn't have anything to do with me, and I felt worthless
and ve?' alone. I used to sit in my room shaking and crying be-
cause I felt so unloved and scared. 1 thought all hope was lost.

By the time I was 9 I was thinking about suicide. My mother saw
that I had become very withdrawn and aggressive with my own
schoolmates and at home, so we left my stepfather. We left him
several times. Only each time he would come back with his prom-
ises and vows to change. A few days would go by and the destruc-
tive cycle would start all over again.

When I got into middle school 1 started experimenting with
drugs. I was looking for a way out; an escape route from reality. I
got into alcohol, marijuana, and LSD. Within 2 months I was in
deep. M{ grades and life continued to plummet until 1 hit rock
bottom. I have a long history of alcoholism in my family and bei
a quarter Native American didn’t help me. Of most American Indi-
ans, 60 percent are either alcoholics or drug addicts. So from the
be%mn:;g the odds were against me.

oward the end of my drug usage 1 had attempted suicide on
many occasions. [ was a very angriv person. 1 was withdrawn from
life and I failed to see the damage 1 was doing to myself.

At the end of my eighth grade year, I was admitted for treat-
ment at Sacred Heart Adolescent Recovery Program, SHARP. 1
know my life was as bad as it was going to get and the only way
now was up. I had no self-worth and I hated life. With a lot of help
from the staff and my mom, I put an end to the destruction. I tore
down those walls and began to grow. I learned what drugs did to
me and how scary they really are,

SHARP taught me skills on how to refain my self-confidence and
strengthen, both physically and mentally. They taught me how to
be comfortable with who I am. They also showed me my abilities
and potential that I thought I never had before. 1 learned responsi-
bility, how to make new friends, and best of all love—love for
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myself. They told me that before I could Jove others I had to first
love m&s:lf.

At end of treatment I was frightened. 1 felt so safe and
secure and ] was afraid that I couldn’t move on with my life. I was
afraid that I wasn’t strong enov.gh.

lmeFetmkmwu with my heritage and 1 learned
how to channel my feelings and express myself with art. I now do
beadwork, jewelry making, leather craft, and my favorite, faint'mg.
After a while I began to share my art work with others. It makes
me feel good to show thein and see them smile and be happy. I
want to be a positive influence on their lives.

Little by little my life has fallen into shape. 1 now enjoy school
and earn a 3.00 average. With my talents I have earned my way
into two different universities, the Universit!.:f Oregon and Santa
Fe School of Art, which is strictly for Nativép American artists. |

lan on devoting my life to people and helping them. 1 want to
e an art teacher and use art as a type of therapy for troubled
teenagers like myself.

There is a saying that 1 strongly believe in and that is, *God’s
gift to you is ability, and your gift to God is what you do with that
ability.” I truly believe that. S P has hel me to learn these
things and ] am going to use my skills and abilities to take myself
straight to the top. 1 hope I can be a itive influence for others
and let them know there still is hope. You have just got to want it
bad enough and most importantly, you need to believe in yourself.

Also, I have given you zl! a poster. This is a friend of mine who
committed suicide in January. He died of a cocaine overdose. 1
would be honored if you would hang that somewhere in your office
where it could be seen. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Briggs may be found at end of

hearin%.(]
Mr. KENNEDY. Again, that was an excellent job, Michael, Not
only will I hang the poster in mi office, but we are also submitting
it for the official record of this hearing. Next, we hear from Mary
Jo Blanchard from Connecticu®

STATEMENT OF MARY JO BLANCHARD, YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
EAST HARTFORD, CT

Ms. Brancuarp. Hello, my name is Mary Jo Blanchard. I am 16
years old and live in East Hartford, CT. I represent an organization
that is based in the town of Hartford.

The members of Common Ground are high school students in
their sophomore and junior years. All of us live in the Greater
Hartford area and surrounding towns. Many of us come from dif-
ferent backgrounds and ethnic groups, so we tend to make quite an
unusual grouping of young students. However, we consider this one
of our greatest qualities, not a fault.

Many people ask me what exactly Common Ground is. They get
confused that it is a leaderslgg grouwet the members are not re-
quired to have proven their ability. This is a program for develop-
ing potential, individually and as a aanp. With the help of Ellen
Smith-Bigelow, Janis Abroms, and all of the liaisons from the dif-
ferent schools this is possible and indeed successful.
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When looking back on my semester of training for Common
Ground I find that it is the “weekend” that stands out. And had
only been the second time the whole group was together and just
about evexa;body was a stranger.

But e end of the retreat at Camp Jewel a miracle had oc-
curred; in 2 short we had become family. We had also learned
to eo%with each r, overcome obstacles, and reach a common
goal. We Rad stopped stereotyping and judging each other and just
accepted for who we were inside. barriers of preju-
dice had fallen. The atmosphere that weekend was like nothing I
had ever experienced, it was harmonious and peaceful.

After our weekend together we put our newly improved skills to
work and began to discuss issues. Since we were such a varied
group many t*:e':;ﬁl:s! had different concerns and we covered them
all. We woul for hours about issues such as freedom, peace,
apartheid, abortion, drug abuse, the environment, and what could
be done to solve these problems. We would also discuss issues that
hit a little closer to home, such as teenage pregnancy, drug prob-
lems in our schools, dropouts, student rights, censorship, and the
homeless situation.

Unfortunately, we didn’t figure out anything that would elimi-
nate any of these problems. However, we didn't give up doing what
little we could. Some people see injustices in the world and contin-
ue to walk on by, pretending not to see and hoping it will go away
on its own. We choose to stop and offer a hand and try to change
the world for the better. That is a common ground we all share.
We try to accomplish this through volunteer work and community
mee. We have‘received so much, now is our turn to start giving

I am sure that there are many groups si nilar in construction to
Common Ground. Perhaps they are not as successful and one
might ask, What makes this group so special? or Why does it work
so well? 1 would answer these %estions quite easily. It is due to
the people in Common Ground. Everybody gets involved. There is
so much enthusiasm and optimism you can’t help but take it back
with you to your school and all the other parts of your life.

1 consider myself an average example of how we bring it back
with us. Here are a few things I have done since Common Ground.
I was concerned about the way people deal with each other, so I

ined our school’'s Human Relations Council. Since than 1 have

me cochairperson of the council and have worked on projects
such as Black History Month and Cultural Awareness Day.

I also noticed a need for a club where students who enjoy com-
munity service could get together and volunteer. I fornded what
we now call Service Club and have been elected the president. We
have worked on many projects through this club; recycling, tree
planting, soup kitchens, the Special Olympics, the Cancer Founda-
tion, and Amnesty International are just a few examples. Current-
ly we are working on forming a Project Literacy U.S. chapter in
our town.

I am also an active member of the student council. Through this
group I took part in throwing a senior prom for all of the senior
citizens of our town. It was a huge success and will be around for
years to come. I have also been working on simulating the Common
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Ground weekend for a student council retreat at the beginning of
the school year.

Another group that I am involved with is the East Hartford
Youth Advisory Board. Through this 1 have expanded to work on
branches of Youth Services such as safe rides, peer advocates, and
latchkey kids.

Common Ground taught me to consider the world around me and
to do what I can to make it better. It is evident through my ac-
tions, as well as other members, that we have taken this to heart
and plan on reaching this goal. This is why Common Ground is as
sucees?i;ul as it is. I am very proud that I had the privilege to be
part of it,

[The prepared statement of Ms. Blanchard may be found at end
of hearing.ra

Mr. KennEpy, Mary Jo, that was excellent testimony.

You have heard a few buzzers, bells, and whistles going off here.
The fact is we have got a vote on right at the moment. I am going
to run over and vote on the House Floor and then come right back.
If Maria and JoEllen don’t mind waiting for 10 or 15 minutes, 1
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Thank you all very much.

After recess.]

r. KENNEDY. The Task Force will come to order.

I want to take one minute to introduce a fellow who was a chair-
man of the Human Services Committee from the State of Hawaii.
He is in the house of representatives from that state. Let’s give a
big hand to Dennis Arakaki.

‘i:pplause-l

r. ARAKAKI. Thank you. I know we have probably come th~ far-
thest of all the delegation.

I think when people talk about Hawaii, they think about para-
dise. J want to tell you that the kids in Hawaii are no different
thar. the kids in the rest of the Nation. We also have our problems.
1 just want to say that we in Hawaii would like to see our children
gnd u;ur kids become our priority both nationally and in all our

tates.

_At this time we hear a lot of rhetoric about how important our
kids are, I think it is time that we see those ideas put into action.
Weuwant to see our kids important and priority in our budgets as
well.

I want to thank all of you for being here to help express that to
our leaders. Thank you very much.

I would like to introduce our delegation. We have “he next young
lady who will be testifying, Maria Durbec. We have Catherine
Garcia, Sonny Pham, Ronald Puckett and our two chaperones, La-
verne Bishop and also Joe Factor.

Mr. KENNEDY. Maria, after all of that, we are now going to hear
from you.

STATEMENT OF MARIA DAWN DURBEC, YOUTH AMBASSADOR.
HAWAIL

Ms. Dursec. / loha. My name is Maria Durbec. As you know, 1
am from Hawaii.
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Hawaii Youth At Risk is a program that helps troubled youth to
look at their lives and take responsibility for it. It provides youth
with a structure to be more productive. Participating in this pro-
gram gives youth a chance to really share about what really is
going on in their lives in order to deal with our problems. It is a
program where you have to deal with whatever was going on with
you right away.

e 10-day course part of the program, 57 spent 10 days to-
gether with staff and volunteers in an isolated camp away from
thinfs that could distract them. It was a place where we could
really trust each other and follow rules for our lives.

With the help of the adult volunteers and staff, we learned how
to work out problems in good ways instead of fighting or with
anger. It was like you didn't get to procrastinate, you just worked
it out. The adult volunteers really su%ported the youth and made it
safe for us to face the troubles we had. It wasn't just talk; they
really supported us.

We learned how to work together to help one another in the
course-room sessions, group exercises, runnin% exercises and a
ropes course. By the end of the 10 days, it was like we were a big
fgmily and we learned that we can make something out of our

ives.

What makes the program work are the volunteers. They weren't
parents or anything like that, they were friends. Someone you
could go to when you need help and to feel safe.

When we got back home each youth was matched up with a vol-
unteer committed partner who will be our friends and work with
us for a whole year, helping us accomplish goals we made and with
any day-today problems that could come up. These committed
partners are givinﬁ up a lot of their own spare time for us, meeting
with us each week, and talking to us on the ghone all the time,
and it is because they really care about us. T
gram is a 1-year followthrough.

For 1 whole year, once a month, all the youth, committed part-
ners, volunteers and staff have followthrough meetings where we
can all come back together to learn about each other’s experiences
and successes, and continue to learn together. The youth get lots of
help from their committed partners, the staff and volunteers, but
are taught that we are responsible for our own lives, the actions we
take and how we change our lives.

The Youth At Risk Program provides opportunities that are not
usually given to youth like us. They help us get jobs and do the
little things that help us feel better about ourselves, to improve our
self-esteem.

We do fun things like different workshops, going to the Ice
Palace, which many of us never had the opportunity to do before.
They provide opggrtunities that weren't in our reach to help make
our lives better. We are learning how we can help ourselves.

Through training in leadership, we can help give back by orga-
nizing and holding our own fund raisers to raise extra money for
the extracurricular activities. We Fet to take advantages of new
things and experiences, and we really get a lot out of it.

My committed partner, Steffani Orndoff, helps me a lot. If I have
a goal I am working on, she helps me achieve it in any way she

is part of the pro-
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can. If I get into trouble, she won't come to my rescue, but rather
give me advice and show me other options so that I can make
choices about what to do. She is very supportive in the decisions 1
make. I don't just consider her as my committed partner; I consider
her my friend.

I know the program works because it has really made a big dif-
ference with me and helped me change my life. It has given me a
lot of room to let my parents be my parents. I no longer have to
question why they say what they say because I know thef' love me
and only want what is best for me. I don't close myself off from
them any more. I can just be myself, and they can be my parents. I
know now that I can accomplish anything I really want to.

Mr. Kenvspy. That was excellent, Maria. Thank you very much
for comin’, such a long way. Now we hear from our last witness
todﬁ:. JokEllen Deters from Kansas.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Durbec may be found at end of
hearing.]

STATEMENT OF JOELLEN DETERS. YOUTH AMBASSADOR,
KANSAS

Ms. Derers. Hi. 1 am JoEllen Deters, the state president for the
Kansas Association of Future Homemakers of America. Your sup-
port of vocational student organizations was demonstrated by the
Essing of the Carl Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology

ucation Act which President Bush recently signed.

As Kansans, we are proud that Senator Nancy Kasseboum was
the ranking minority representative on the committee that drafted
this legislation.

Future Homemakers of America is a vocational student organiza-
tion that promotes personal growth and leadership development for

oung men and women within the framework of the home econom-
ics curriculum. By identifying and addressing their own concerns
and issues, members stre en the family, increase their self-
esteem and learn skills for life.

As the only youth center leadership organization that focuses on
family, Future Homemakers of America is working to stre en
the unit of a fnmil?(t. rding the increasing problem of violent
adolescent crimes, Kent Hayes, codirector of the Menninger Youth
Program, recently stated: “We need to shift back to an emphasis in
our society on family.”

Through the home economics curriculum, students learn parent-
ing skills as well as child development concepts which can help
prevent child abuse by increasing awareness of realistic expecta-
tions of children. Knowli.:g what to expect from a child promotes
positive parenting and uces the frustrations that often lead to
child abuse. Individual and chapter projects in the area of family
fommnnications help youth recognize the importance of family re-
ations.

Along with experiencing the feeling of accomplishment for com-
pleting individual and group projects relating to the family and the
community, members also have the opportunity to increase their
self-esteem by participating in the Power of One Individual Growth
Program. Through the Power of One Program, individuals identify
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those areas of greatest importance and turn goals into a realistic
plan of action that can be completed in a short time. When goals
are reached, FHA/HERO members are recognized for their
achievements by local chapters as well as by state and national as-
sociations.

As members gain confidence in themselves, they have the chance
to help other youth through peer education—teens teaching teens.
As well as gaining knowledge in the areas of coicern, whether it is
managing money, promoting health lifestyles, or cleaning up the
environment, members also have the opportunity to develop com-
munication and leadership skills by being peer educators.

The key to success in Future Homemakers of America is mem-
bers who take the initiative to identify current youth issues, and
work in cooperation with advisers to plan, carry out and evaluate
meaningful projects. While members work on projects with the
chapter, they gain valuable skills for life. Planning, decisionmak-
ing, goal setting, problem sclving and intrapersonal communica-
tions are important skills for youth to acquire now and continue to
practice in the future as leaders in society.

We appreciate your commitment in assuring that our youth will
continue to have programs which provide leadership development
opportunities.

On behalf of all the youth ambassadors, I would like to thank
you, the Budget Committee, and Congressman Kennedy, for giving
us the chance to share with you today.

Now, before I relinquish the floor, I would like to introduce you
to the 200 young people who are here from across the country, the
youth ambassadors.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Deters may be found at end of
hearing.]

Mr. Kennepy. Well, 1 just have one question for you. Couldn’t
you come up, with kind of an innovative way to end this hearing
today. These guys are telling me that that is the way all their
hearings end up here.

Listen, I do want to just thank every one of you, particularly the
last panel, for the excellent testimony that each of you have given.
I think the spirit that you have generated in this room is the spirit
that this Congress and this country needs to feel if we are really
going to do what is necessary to give all the children in our coun-
try the opportunities that you have been given. You are exception-
al because not only have you been provided the opportunity, but
you took advantage of it. You set aside the problems and difficul-
ties that you face and you strove to be the best you can be.

We are all proud of you. We thank you for coming. We hope that
you can inspire all the Congressmen and Senators that you will see
today and throughout the rest or the week to find their consciences
and to do what is right for our country and for our young people.

Thank you all very much. The hearing is adjourned.

Sor
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY 0}

First of all, let ms give a big waelcowe to all the youth
ambassadors and their chaperons vho have travaled as far away as
the Alaska, Hawaii, the Virgin and North Mariana Islands to take
part in this event. It =¢ also take this oppertunity to extend
xy sincara thanks and appreciation to yeu, Chairwoman Boxer, for
agresing to hold thase hearings. This is the second consecutive
year that you have held a hearing conmemorating National
Children's Day which I think is ndicative of your desp concern
and interest for our nation's children. Children have found a
true frisnd and advocate through your work here on thig comnittes
and in Congress to fight for the progrars that are desperately
nesded to give them a fair chance to succeed. I compend you and
admire you, Chairwcman Boxer, for your dedication throughout the
years in advocating on bahalf of our Nation’'s most vulnsrable
citizens: our children.

I would also like to express my thanks to Cissy Houston and
her daughter, Whitney, for eir efforts on bahalf of Children's
Day 1990 and the werk they do year round through The Whitney
Houston Foundation for Children. One of the songs that Whitney
Houston sings sums up why honoring our children with a special day
is so important. The lyrics read, "I bslieve the children are our
future. Teach them wall and lat then lead the way. Show them all
the bsauty they possess inside. Give thed A sanse of pride to
make it easier., Let the children's laughter, renind us how we use
to be." It is with this spirit that we celsbrate National
Children's Day.

These are important times for Congress and for our nation.
As we consider a Budget Reduction plan we are making critical
decisjons affecting the health and welfsre of our nation‘'s
citizens. Reducing Guaranteed Student lLoans by §2 billion and
reducing mandatory programs liks foster care and AFDC will have
tar reaching effects on our kids ability to compete and succeed in
this society. So as we debate this budget this week and plan for
our next budijet this year, we pust kesp in mind how our nation's
children our :oing. The odds are stacked up against our children:
253 of the children in this country live in poverty, S0% of high
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school students try alcohol or drugs, 50% of inner =ity kids drop
out of high school, 100,000 children on any given night sleep on
our strests. But with the help of a number of fins programs, we
can reach cut and help these Xxids beat these odds .

Every one of thasa kids in this room has risen above trying
circumstances or has raac™ed out to others in their community or
has besn involved in soxe program that has improved their lives.
By honoring these childran, others will be inspired. Kelly
Sanchesz from New Mexico is a tsen mother but v th the help of the
New Futures School she was able to stay in scheol and complste her
education. Andrew Nestor from Maryland struggled «ith substance
abuse until he found the strength and courage and the help of an
outpatient and &chool group program in order to stay clean. Jorge
Ochoa from Idaho has become an exemplary student thanks to his
determination and the heip of a Migrant Summer School program.
David Bailey from New Hampshire faced some difficult times at
home, but was able to overcone this with the help of the
Homewardbound progran he was able to get things settled at home.
Ree Flowers from Missouri has beaten the 0dds by learning to take
charge of her own lifa despite being bumped around by foster
programs with help of an Independent Living Program.

Time, affort, dedication, understanding and guidance are key
to successful programs, but without funding, these services cannot
survive. I think passage of the Young Americans Act this year
would ba a good start to in to fund these model prograns. This
bill also establishes & national youth policy and provides kids
with an opportunity to become involved with political decisions.
The Yo Americans Act is currently tied up in the Human Services
R:author gation Conference and I need your help to get this
through.

There is a false notion is this country, that people Jjust
don't count if thay aren’t 21 years of ags. Thers is a notion
that kids are not productive citizens or that they shouldn't be
taken seriously. There is a notion that productive smployment
opportunities ars only met for thosec aged 21 and over, Wa have to
dispel these notinns and dbegin investing in our children's lives.
1 think Abraham Lincoln sums it up well: PA child is a person who
is going to carry on what you have started. He is going to sit
whera You are sitting and when you ars gons, attend to those
things which You think are important. You may adopt all the
policies you please, but how they are carried out depends on him.
He will assume control of your citias, your states, your nation.
He is geing to move in and take your churches, your schools, your

university, your corperations...The fate of humanity is in your
hands. "

Madam Chairmwoman and members of this committee and honored
quests, let's seiza the opportunity and improve our children’s
lives. oOur nation's future depends on this.
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REP. KENNEDY TESTIFIES AT HEARING
COMMEMORATING RATIONAL CHILDREN'S DAY 1990

{washington, D.C.) -- Congressman Joseph Kennedy (D-
Massachusetts), recording star Whitney Houston, and youths from
around the country testified before the House Budget Committee
today to highlight a week of events commemorating National
Children's Day.

This year's hearing focused on children who have overcome
adverse situations through innovative private and public programs
around the country. Over two hundred youth ambassadors were sent
by their Governors to reprasent forty-five states at the events in
washington D.C.

Congressman Kennedy stated about the youth ambassadors:
*Every one of these kids has risen above trying circumstances or
has reached out to others in their community or has been involved
in some programs that has improved their lives. By honoring these

children, others will be inspired.”
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Twenty youth ambassadors testified before the House Budget
Committee about programs that helped them overcome obstacles such
as drugs, pregnancy, dropping out of high school, homelessness, or
povarty.

Congressman Kennedy states: *These young people are models
for a genseration of kids growing up today. They have ri- in above
the barriers commonly faced by their generation--whethgr these
barriars be drugs,poverty or broken .homes."

In his testimony, Congressman Kennedy spoke of tha importance
of adequately funding programs for children. He advocated for
passage of ths Young Americans Act to fund model programs, such as
those featured at the hearing. Congressman Kennedy is the House
sponsor of the Young Americans Act, which is modeled after the
successful Older Americans Act.

National Children’s Day was sstablished by Congressional
Resolution in 1989 as a day for Americans to celebrate children as
our nation's most valuable asset. The resolution which was
sponsered by Congressman Kennedy and Senator Mark O. Hatfield (R-
oregon), designates the second Sunday in october (October 14,
1990) as National Children's Day. The twin sons of Congressman
Kennedy originally came up with the idea of a National Children's

Day.

46 .
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM F. GOODLING

NADAN CHATRWOMAN, YOUTH ANMBASSADORS, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,
LADIES AND GENTLENAN:

xummummrmrmtcxmrsmmsmm
mmmmmmmmwwm
NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DAY ON OCTOBER 14.

CHILDREN, INCLUDING
mmmwmmmmm
BUDGET PROCESS. AS THE RANKING REPUBLICAN NENBER OF THIS BUDGET
mmm,:mvswvmmmwm
THESE 1ISSBUES, AND THE TOPIC OF TODAY’S HEARING FITS IN WELL WITH
THE PRIORITIES OF THE TASK FORCE.

CONGRESSMAN
mrmmmmsmmmmmarmmy
mmmmmormswu.mxuunsxmcmcm
JUST A MOMENT, TO TESTIFY.

mmmmmmmmmm:m
ALL, TODAY’S CHILDREN WILl BECOME TOMNORROW’S WORKERS AND LEADERS.

AS THE RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE ON
EDUCATION AND LABOR, I WORK NITS MY COLLEAGUES ON BOTH SIDES OF
THE AISLE I¥ CRAPTING FEDERAL EDUCATION POLICY. THE GOAL OF THE
mxsmmmm&mmsmmmmnmm
NMATION’S CHILDREN, ESPECIALLY DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN, NITH EVERY
AVAILABLE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY. A SUCCESSFUL APPROACH TO
mnmmammmmmommnm
mmg;smm, OUR BDUCATORS, PARENTS AND CHILDREN
THEMSELVES. P

AS AN EXANPLE OF THE FEDERAL ROLE IN EDUCATION, PRESIDENT
BUSH RECENTLY SIGNED INTO IAW THE CARL D. PERKINS VOCATIONAL AND
APPLIED TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION ACT, A MEASURE 1 INTRODUCED ALONG
WITH CHAIRMAN GUS RAWKINS. THIS LAW UPDATES THE FEDERAL
mnmmmwmmxsnmmmmmmxs
INPORTANT AREA.

AS INDUSTRY BECOMES NORE TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED AND
INTERNATIONAL ECONONIC COMPETITION INCREASES, IT IS BSSENTIAL
THAT VOCATIONAL EDUCATION KEEP FACE. THE NEW VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION LAW WILL HELP ENSURE STUDENTS RECEIVE THE EDUCATION
mmmmrmmmummmmvm.
I EAVE ENCOURAGED STUDENTS AND PARENTS TO CONSIDER VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION AS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD A REWARDING CAREER. THE CARL
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D. PERKINS VOCATIONAL ARD APPLIED TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION ACT
ADDRESSES THE CHALLENGES PACING THE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION SYSTEM
AS WE NOVE TOMARD THE 215T CENTURY. '

AS WE FOCUS TODAY OGN PROGRANS THAT WORK IN OUR SCHOOLS, WE
NUST RINEMBER THAT THEY WILL NOT WORK IF OUR CHILDREN CARNOT
READ AND MRITE. IN NY VIEW, ILLITERACY IS5 THE NUMBER ONB
DONESTIC PROBLEN FACING OUR NATION. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ESTINATES THAT TRERE ARE FRON 23 TO 74 NILLION FUNCTIONAL
ILLITERATES IN THIS COUNTRY. ILLITERACY IS, WITH RARE
EXCEPTIONS, INTERGENERATIONAL.

I HAVE ALSO WORKED IN CONGRESS TO CREATE THE EVEN START
PROGRAN, WHICH ADDRESSES THE INTERGENERATIORAL ASPECTS OF
ILLITERACY. EVEN START SEEKS TO HELP PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN
LEARN TOGETHER, RECOGNIBING THAT LEARNING DOES NOT STOP AS SOON
AS KIDS LEAVE SCHOOL FOR THE DAY. PARENTS NUST BE ABLE TO

JLLITERACY AND POVERTY SHARE AN UNFORTUNATE COMMON BOND. IN
THE UNITED STATES, FAMILIES IN WHICH NEITHER PARENT IS A HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATE INCLUDE APPROXINATELY 39 PERCENT OF THE CHILDREN
LYVING IN POVERTY; ONLY 7 PERCENT OF DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN CONE

THIS HEARING WILL ALLOW TWENTY YOUTH AMBASSADORS FROM ARCUND
THE COUNTRY TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES WITH INNOVATIVE PROGRANS
WHICH HAVE HELPED THEM TO CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATIONS. I WOULD
LIKE TO WELCOME NS. WHITNEY HOUSTON AND THANK HER FOR KELPING TO
BRING THESE AMBASSADORS TO WASHINGTON FOR THE WEEK AND FOR ALL OF
HER WORK ON CHILDREN’S ISSUES.

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO WELCOME ANITA TAYLOR, A YOUTE ANBASSADOR
FRON PENNSYLVANIA, WHO WILL BE TESTIFYING HERE TODAY. ANITA
ATTENDS FARRELL HIGH SCHOOL IN TNE FARRELL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT,
LOCATED IN THE NORTHWESTERN CORNER OF THE CONMONWEALT].

THE FARRELL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT IS THE EIGNTH POOREST AMONG
THE COMMONWEALTH'’S 501 SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND 658 OF THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT’S POPULATION ARE MINORITY STUDENTS. THE FARRELL
DISTRICT’S DROPOUT RATE, HOWEVER, IS LESS THAN 3%, SUBSTANTIALLY
LOWER THAN THE 22% NATIONAL AVERAGE. THIS REMARKABLE STATISTIC
CAN BE TRACED TO INNOVATIVE AND EFFECTIVE PROGRANS WHICH THE
FARRELL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT HAS BEEN DEVELOPING FOR THE PAST 25

ANONG THESE SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS ARE THE TEEN PARENTING
PROGRAM AND THE INFANT-TODDLER CHILD CARE PROGRAM, WHICH ALLOWED
ANITA 70 ATTEND SCHOOL WHILE SHE WAS PREGNANT, AND TO CONTINUE 1O
ATTEND CLASSES AFTER THE BIRTH OF HER SON.

AGAIN, I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ANITA TO THIS COMMITTEE
HEARING AND LOOK FORWARD TO HER REMARKS ABOUT THE SUCCESS OF
FARRELL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT PROGRAMS, PROGRAMS THAT WORK.
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PREPARED STATENENT OF MARY JO BLANCHARD
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF LASNAWN BROWN

During my pragnency, ] was ashamed Baceuse SOcisty saversly
criticizes tesn pragnansy. I did rot want $a gs nn}ﬂwn and whan |
gid gus sut, 1 felt as 1Y ayes were fallaning me. roachad the
point that i nased sysslf. Ny pesrs loosed 4% me atrangsly. Many
Of the reistionuhips shas 1 NagY =ish my frisngs changed when Shey
1sarned Shat | was pragrans. My teachers wers sither unsyspathatie
S0 the stresses ] mas experiEnting or lecked ha adilisy %o reach
sut and Malp m,.

Sefora 1 lsarned abeut the Young Mothers’ Program at Eralsy Migh
Scnool, 1 was sure that 1 wouls have to drop oud ef schenl. Since
ay fanily roceives walfare, and Shere ware airsady Tive childran in
the faaily, 1 could not affors child cers for my bDaby. Ny daby’'s
father had Cenisd paternity. Sven though 1 sventually went thraugh
tha court system %0 sstablish patsrnity, I have currantly received
only one child support check, KHe ie reporsisd io be residing in
SNOSRET Stake now. The Young Mathers' Progrem accapted sy dSaughter,
Tina, into their infant Cers Centsr so $hat 1 could continue By
wsgducation., The principal, Mr, MNarren, Bought my bus pass which
enabled Tina and mp $0 get to school. In tha sunshine sf lade
suaser, $he rain of fall, ihe cold of winter end sgein in the
apring, we rode the bus together 0 sthool. The trip wes ofsen
diTricult Decause we hed to gut out af dDed at 530 a.m,, catch Whe
Bus, and tranafar buses downtown to Qat So school. In June of Shis
year, | gracduates with & .0 GPA. § could not havae done i1 without
the Young Roshers’ Program beceuss | had no one eles to turn %o for
nelp. Logking back on that sxperisnce, ! don’t eem Now 1 actuslly
9ig 38, But the Progras had 80 sany snioursging feces and aeiping
hangs. The nurse, Me. Johmson, as their Teen Balf=Melp Clintc
monitorad my POSLPArstum progress, And checked sn Tine when she
became {11 at schopil, Ths counsdior, Mre. Buford, kept me on Srack
toward graguation, 5he aleo helpes A dal with my "smctionsl
rolisr-goa ter". Students in the Infant Cers Training Center alang
with Mre. Nall, its girsctor, Nelg Tine for the fires sight wesks
tecauss She scraemed without ciose body contact. Many of Mom's
frimnds wore $211ing me to Just 1ot her cry or she would be spoiled.
But Mre, Mell snew thet Tina Nad an imsature nervous systes shat
Junt nescded tise $o develop. What & waras, comforting start she has
in 1ife instmad of & fearvtul, Trustrating one. Today she is & very
independent end I might add, very bright, one-year old who e busy
enploring har world froa two-fast high.

The program Nas impacted my 1i¥e in Aany mays. It has
NRIgRIEnes my cOurags and self sutesm. It has shown me that
patience and perseverance pasy off. It has instillied in me the
destereination $o go on ang compliete ey carser gosle in spile of the
fact that it will Bbe much harder wiSh & child. Thanks to Shs
unwaivering help from Ms. McDonald, the Program Coordinator, 1 am
now a Tull~tise freshman st Rirsinghas-Southern College undar & Ford
Foundation Grant. They have aleo helped sp %0 cbtein free child
cere for Tine a8 a day care center nesr the collage in spite of
Aladasa Departeent of Muman Resources’ regulatiions restricting crild
care slote to swo-ysar, post-sscondary students. HNa, MsDemald's
c8ll to the govarnor's office mes nesded o intervere.

The futurs for Tina and me Jooks Bright now. W8 hope to find
alternase housing scon wmhich will take ue out of the projects. I am
working very hard to make the Dean‘e tiet, and Tine already Nas &
Birainghen-Southarn Teshirt.

14 51
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MELISA GARCIA

My name 13 Melisa Garcia. I am & 16 year o)d mother with a 14 month
old son. I represent The Center for Adplescent Parents, a progran of
the Tucson Association for Child Care, Inc., 1030 N. Alvernon Way,
Tucson, Al B5711. The progra® is free for all of ys.

Our program consists of different areas, all gearsd toward "em-

ing® us n all parts of life. For example, w have the STEP
m;- {Systematic Training for Efective Parenting) which helps us 1in
areas such as socialization, lun?um. cognitive motor infant stimu-
lTatfon, and self-nelp parenting skills. )

Another important pert of our program is studying for the GED exam.
Me have one-on-one counseling with our GED instructor, who sets up an
individualized program of study. There are also two volunteers who help
us with any prodless in our GED work. , We spend nine hours s week on
this part of the program.

Once & week, we have career counseling with one of the staff who
specializes in this area. She teaches different career skills ]ike Job
interviewing and writing resumes. If we are interested in a particular
career and would 1ike to know more sbout it, our career counselor will
bring in a spesker to talk about that career.

very Tuesday we have *Time to Talk*. This is our time to discuss
our problems associated with husbands, doyfriends and femily mecders. Me
talk about anything we mead to discuss., It s very confidential. We
Taugh, cry, and give and get advice from the other girls. It is a warm,
caring time to share with others.

This progrem fs successful for many reasons. One reason is that we
have & multi-level curriculum. Mot only do we study for the GED & ov,
but we learn skills for dealing with al} parts of life, like children,
partners, and careers. We learn it all from geometry to grooming to
good parenting!

Another reason for this programs success is that it s ewiti-
cultural. The clients at TCAP represent the Nispanic, Native American,
African-American and Anglo communities of Tucson, As we grow together,
we 2150 Jearn respect for and understanding of each other's culture.

Finally, but most fmportant, is the staff. Ne are tsught by caring
professionals, who are alwa supportive and positive. Thanks to their
help, 1 have grown and matured enough to be accepted into college this
semester. 1 especidlly need to mention our caregivers in pur free
nursery, who take such excellent care of our children while we study. It
re:ny helps to not have to worry about my Son because I know he §s
safe.

In conclusion, let me say that 1 feel very lucky to have found and
participated in such a great program as The Center for Adolescent
Parents. It has helped me find 8 direction in my life and then given me
the skills to go out and achieve my goals,
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PREPARED STATENMENT OF CIPRIAND NEVAREZ

My name is Ciprigno Nevaraz. |am 16 years oid and was bom in Zaragosa, a smail
town in Mexico. | am a sophomone at Socormo High School which is in El Paso, Texas.
1 come from @ family of 7. My father Jaime is a construction worke7, and my mother
Maria is now & house wife. | have 2 younger brothers, Josus and Lorenzo, and two
sisters, Naiis and Aracei. They all attend schoo! here in £l Paso.

1 am representing tha Texas Migrant Prugram. This program serves 187
students In the Socomo Independant School District and has been in oparation for
over 30 years. it holps expiain to parents the impostance of staying in one piace so
that their children can aftend school. My family has moved several times to do farm
work since | was bom, but now we have decided to ive here in El Paso.

The migrant program offared me and 54 other students a chance 1o spend the
summer at St. Edwards Univarsity in Austin, Toxas. It helped me in knowing what the
real wortd will be ke and recognizing the difference from working in the fieid and
working in a nice air-conditioned office. it also helped me in leaming to five on my
own without my parents’ heip. 1 think this was very helptul for me and many of the
other students.

When 1 was in the program this summaer, | received an award from my
supervisors for excellant work habits. | aiso mceived certificates for highest sverage in
math and good behavior. | received many other awards in my classes; this made me
fesl good about mysel,

Bofore | went to the program | wasn't really sure of what | wanted to do with my
future. | didn't really have any goals. When | came back from Austin | knew what |
wanted to do in my future. | wanted 1o siay in school and go to collegs and make a
real future for myself. This is now my goal to finish high school and go to coliege.

When | was in Austin at St. Edwand's Univarsity, it was just ike baing back
home. We had evarything we needed. | was comfortable because there was & lobby
where we wouli gathar with friends and watch TV, or have mestings.

The mongy that the State of Texas spends on the Migrant Program is well spent.
i this program continues, | bet we will have mons graduates from colieges and
universities. it helps students 1o make decisions and know what to do in the future.
This is important for shudients who think of Zrepping out or haven't reafly thought of
their futuca. | think that the program will exist forever with the help of many people who
care.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF AUNDRA NENDERSON

To me foster care is 8 program vhich helps and protects
Ansrica’a youth. £Evan though foster care has many good points,
it also has $t's Dad points. 1 feel that 4f placsment and

ion were processed mors quickly, then the progras would
have less Prodlems., The Program needs more involvesent from
ths pecple, such as mors social vorkers who care and like what
they are doing for other people. The Prograp also nesds sore
foster families who sre willing to take any child into their
home, no matter what Tace or age he or she is. Often many
prodlems are caused becsuse of the children brought into foster
Care. Not all children will be cooperative because of their
pravious home 1ife.

America's youth has smany nev croices they can mske these
days. WNithout proper quidance the choices_ these young people
will maxe, will not alvays be the correct ones. vhich is one
reason why the program is good because it offers the foater
chiid a farily, shelter, schooling. clothing. snd most of all
love which mpakes a normal home life.

One of the Eoat confusing parts of foster care in sexual
abuse cases is that the judicial system is dcing vary little
if saything at sl} about penishing the offenders. The ip-
portance of foster Care in aexusl atuse cases is that & child
raised &n a happy family and feeling apart of that family,
the child will mature into 8 responsible adult and not 8n
abusive parent.

¥hen I moved in with my soon. adopted family. 34 years
sgo at age 12, I smoxed, I had absolutely no interest in achool.
1 did not use Banners Or care sbout my behavior except getting
attention in sny way I could, and It did’'nt bother me st all
to lie. Nov after lots of love, c8ring, long talks. and
éiscipiine, I make honor roll at school. was Captéin of By
school basketball tasm. ROv starting oy third year. I vas in
the school choizr. I vas 8. 7, and Bth grade princess. and I
was siso on the student council. I know nov I hive a future
and have set my gosls high because my fapily nov hes taught
ms I can be and do anything I work hard at.

I hope that after my High school years that py talent
and help from the foster care program., can be included in my
college plans. The foster care program has helpsd many young
people. If we all take Pride in the program, it wvill continue
to flourish.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ALICE W, TUCK

1 am Alice.N.Tuck and | was Darn with s hesring
igsm. We don 't inow whv. A8 & Dabv | went to the Wall Chilg

Clinic run bv the City of Belfast Nursing Assocition ang the
State of Maine Public Nealth Nursing, There thev gave ae ay
shots and checked on Ay Orowth, When I dig not start to tall
thev told av parents to chect mv hearing. ke want to the FT
Hi11! Center 1n Waterville 0 4i1nC Out. My diaghosis was
orofound senscoraineural hearing 1o8s. A wonderfu! person
there taught av mom adbout hesring Yoss and *pold her about
state services.

we applied arg ] recei.en Nelp érom the Cr-i100'ed
Chilgren’s Frogram,. a Division 3+ Maternal and Chi1idg Wea'th.
Cect . oF Muman Services. I &m rot CriDpleC because | can
wal:. and TOve M Togv, Dut 1 car ¢t near e all, Tm:ig
orcaram he'locea me +or f1.@ vearg., It paid vor =. hearing
LeRting, M NPMrina 170 NG FCr FOORCH ThEe™aD. . W@ went
Threw timos 4 me@® FOr SOPPCH until | went te schocl, wWe
wgnt to the Universityv Df Maine at Sronp <or hearang testing
ang o chec) ev ears. Mv Darents cesidec to use Cued ADeecH
arg the oecnle st the state g:08r ¢ nine.,

ThE ourlic Nealth PUree ITTFTZULRO My A %D R AiCe
man srom Scciel Ser.cices and Be neloes me tO 3o ‘o the
Eeleagt Arg: CMiddren 5 Cante~ . =9 ©CU GQEBISTIFCS +Or mp
Sron th@ [Tt OF ruman Ser . 1Ced,. B J1yleL0F 0F Soreal
Services vrner Title 1t NI 1 WRE the *1rEt DRrECN A4l th a
hangicer t- ap ¢-are. | learned *2 £ia. wi%- ST e ¢ 10% anc
it N & GrTup. THhim man piSC mane 3Tt crssiole “2r 3 nome
oreschoo! ~epche= to COMR tD Ay NOusR, [ 271" £-g e 1rgt oOre
came fmom *-e Fureau 246 Montal Fetparcaticn. Then we ADVES
ang tre Dect. 0f ZOLCAtION BENT B MIIAIFraNt Srezcro0: teacher
e mv house. ! 9cr heio *Arough ™M1z Coast “~pgc-~cc!)
FeT/I1C88. Tr@ teacHers N@IPeO Me %c IC Suttiws, gern aboUL
ArAMAlIE,. I 21 &0 NACe ME BCEH . TR, TgiCET TE &> nuch ]
waj atie %2 30 7 nurssnv BCNCC . we 112 foCh 1. ~esding
Ng writiage. ] ‘it ed learning witr the regu'ar §13cC,

Every summer since | was four [ have gone to a
SUNMEr Orogran with other chiltdren whp vse cused speech. At
firsc ~o were funded bv Cripoles Children’s Frogram. This
Cart 1s ver. 1mportant as the summer crocram turred into
Cuved Spewch Femalv camp., THhis -@Ar whsS LEN vears C* camp and
“re [wot, of Education and tne Frres 0F Fgrabiii®a*1o- nave
9. /0N mOney Over the vears for Camp. camd 313 soecial. [
tesrn hecw to 'Lk ang cue. M. éripndys are tners wnc sre ceaf
oang Can cue Tite mp. Now we Oloer Ores ¢l @ Carg o+ and
watch the 1:1ttie deas 1108, This Meani »e Eat.g1% t2m whilp
their parents meet. lesrn and talt,

Now | am 1n the 8th grade in SAL # 24 pt Croeby M,
Migh School. | am dDetter than wren | wen Jittle. 3Sinhce
t indergarten. the school! has QiL/en me an intarpreter whp
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Cues and now the schoo) encourases other L1108 tO cus to me.
We have a cued speech club. The Bureau of Vncationa!
Rehabilitation has helpad me with a TV captioner. [ can
watch TV and Lnow what they are talling adbout especially
during news. The Bureau has also helped me to get a TDD a0 I
can call my §iriends on the phone ang talh to anyonre.

Thank vou for asiking me to come to Washington D.C. to
b® & vouth ambassador ¢rom Maine. [ also want to thanbt De,
Cornatt and Galtaudet College :n Washington D.C. for  h@'ping
me and mv parents learn to cue.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF DONNA WASHINGTON

The Mississippli Jod Corps Program helps me from becoming a
vietim of hopelessness in nmany different ways.

I have had many different axperiences of feeling hopeless
and helpless. First of all, the Mississippi Job Corps Program
has changed my life conpletesly. Before I sntered the program,

I folt l1ike I was one of life's failuras. I felt that I counldn't
succesd any goal that I tried to reach. I was feeling down and

I needed a pick-me-up, instead of turning to drugs or alcohol,
life’s most common additions. I chose the Job Corps Program.

The decision I made was absolutely done forrect. Soon
1 entered the program on the day of May 18, 1%88. During my
stay at the Mississippi Job Corps Center, I obtained a trade
which is Nurse-Aide. Also, I obtained & GED {General Equivalency
Diploma). Socon after that, I became actuated by my experiences.
After that pericd I began to progress sven more.

A job I received, employed by Christian City Convalescent
Center in Atlanta, Georgia. I don't fesl hopeless or helpless
anymors. I feel that I can succesd any goal.

You all need to have the ambition to succeed. It will keep
you off the street and keep you from being alone and homeless.
Realfize that there are different kinds of programs that help
prevent us from becoming a victim of hopelessness, helplessness
and homelessness.

Get involved stop feeling sorry for yourself, obtain the

goals that you have set out to succeed.
Get with the program;
The Mississippi Job Corps Program

It helps the ones that want
to be heslped.




PREPARED STATEMENT OF TARA CHAGESS
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ANITA TAYLOR

Wnin | PInsY soy PRESNANT | DIDN’T KNONM WNAT TO 00, | wAS 3EvEn-
TEEE AND SCARED. | WOULDN'Y 60 TO THE DOCTOR BECAUSE | DIDE'T wamy
ANYONE 7O ENOW. | TNODGNT ABOUT NAVING AN ABOATION BUT [ JUST COULDN‘Y
DO THAT TO AYSELP AND mY UNBORR CNILD. | ALSO THOUSHT ABOUT SIviEs
NY CMILD UP FOR ADOPTION. | DIDN'T RNOW WHAT ¥0 DO, | PRAYED FOR A
SOLUTION TO WY PROBLEN.

SCNOOL CANE OUICKLY AND $0 DID TNE NORNING SICkwgss. I courd
BARELY KEEP WY LUNCH DOWN AND WENT TO THE SCNOOL WURSE FOR NELP, SnE
WAS VERY KIND AND TALKED TO KE ABOUT MY NEALTN AND TNAT | wEEDED TO
SEE A DOCTOR. SME WAS CORCERNED ABOUT NE AND RY BABY AND ARRANGED
FOR NY APPOINTRERT AT TNE NEALTN CARE CENTER. SNE mADE NE NEALIZE
nat | NAD TO PACE RY SITUATION AND TNE FIRST STEP NAS TO TELL MY
NOTNER. SNE WAS NURT, BUT COULDN’T REALLY SAY ANYTHING BECAUSE SuE
MADE TNE SANE MISTAKE MNER SHE WAS YOUNGER.

I STYARTED ATTENDIAS THE TREn PARENTING CLASS DumiNG SCNOOL AND
LEARNED WOW TO CARE FOR NYSELF AxD NY unsomw <kiLp. | ALSO BESAN TO
PREPARE FOR RY CHILD'S CARE BY RESISTERING POR yng Iwrant-TooOLER
CnirLp Cang PROGRAM AT TNE SCHOOL.

WnEx | couLD NO LONGER ATTERD CLASSES AT SCHOOL, A TUTOR CARE
TO My WONE 30 ]| WOULDN’T SET BENIND IN Ry STUDIES. AFTER THE BIRTN
OF RY BARY | CONPLETED THE ARRANGERENTS FOR M1S CARE 80 [ couLp
FINISN NY SCNOOL YEAR,

WuiLe | ATTEND cLASSES Ny son 18 1w THE CwiLd Cane CenTER WNERE
NE RECEIVES A WUTRITIONAL ENACK, A WOT LUNCN AND LOTS OF LOVING CARE.
TRANSPORTATION TO AND FRON SCHOOL FOR TNE TNO OF US IS PNOVIDED BY
THE SCHOOL.

1 STILL ATTEND TNE TEEw PAREATING CLASSES THAT NELPF YOUNS
NOTNERS COPE WITN TNE RESPONSIDILITY OF NAISING CNILDREN.

1 Love TwE FasneLL AnEa Scwoor DisymicT SECAUSE IT NAS SIVEN
N THE OPPORTUNITY To STAY I8 SCHOOL, COMTINUE RY EDUCATION AND
PREPARE FOR RKY FUTURE AS A DOCTOR,
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JONATHAN SILVERMAN

I am the Chairperson of the Nassechusestts State Student
Advisory Council to the Board of Educstion. The Student
Advisory Council vas established in 1571 by Chepter 1009 of
the Nasseschusetts Osneral Laws. Our memdership consists of
tvo high school students, slected Dy thair peers, fros every
public high scheol in the state. To better address the newds
and imsues of students, our OrganiTation is divided into
elasven Regiona) Student Advisory Councils, esach of which
slect representatives t0 serve on the State Student Advisory
Council.

The students in the Student Advisory Council oaresate the
group’s sgenda for the year. This procesa of prioritizing
and gosl setting is facilitsted Dby <the advisors to the
Council who sre staff mesbers Of the Nassachusetts Depsrtment
of Bducatian. The wsesbers then Join task forces O better
foous on AcoOEplishing the goals vhich they have set.

Thie yesr the goals of the Student Advimary Council
center on improving educatioen for all of Nassschusetta’
students. Nessschuseits’ students have been faced with two
years of teacher layoffs, smaller courss and extre-curricular
offerings, incressingly crowded classrooms, and uncertainty
regerding the fate of cur public schools. In & scoiety in
which education is =0 highly valued, it i@ ironis and unfair
that Nassachusetts’ students mupt wstch a® their schools
become less shle to sducate. The Student Advisory Council is
vorking hard to and these cutbacks.

We sre motively sncouraging the nainstrsaming of Specisl
Education students. Ve are promoting school wediation
prograss as an effective vay to raduce the viclence which is
S0 rampent in our schools. V¥e sre tesching other atudents
sbout the Bill of Rights, ability grouping in school, and the
injustices csussd by rasciss, sexisw, and hosophobis. )

The AIDS epidenic, axperts ssy, vill next rasvage the
youth cosmunity. V¥e wvill work to educeate students about this
esasily preventasdle killer. Inforsation on this lurking
danger isn’t sncugh! ¥e haope ¢to help other student and
health groups provide students with protection froe +the
virus, as one Nassachusetts high school has done.

Our eorganization is effective in airing student’s
concerns and it provides superb leadership opportunities for
students scross the atate. The Student Advisory Council
is & vay for young pecple to get involved in their schools
and cosmunities. The fLframevork for the Student Advisory
Council can be easily and inexpens:vely replicated in eny
atate.

Thie progran has teught me &8 lot about education,
pelitical sction, other pecple, 8nd youth issues, but most of
all it hae tsught me thet yos, you cin make a differencetl

b
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MARIA DAWN DURBEC

lavaii Youth At Risk is & program that Relpe troudled youth
100k at their lives and take m-mu:y‘gr it, It mv“o‘:
youth wvith a structure to be mors productive. Participating in the
progran gives youth a chance to mnz‘shm about what really

1iks yon didn’t get to proarsstina

to face the troudles we had. It wash't just talk, they really
supported us. ,

¥e learned hovw to work togathsr to help one another in the
course~rooR sassions, group exsrcises, sxarcises and a
ropes course. By the snd of ths 10 days it wvas like we were a big
fanily and we learned that ve can make something ocut of our lives.

¥hat sakes the progran vork ars the voluncteers. Thay weren’t
parants or anything 1ike that, they ware friends. Someone you could
go to when you need hslp and fael safe.

Yhen wva t back home sach youth was matched up with a
voluntser Committad Partner who will be our frisnds and werk with
us for » whola year, Relping us 1ish goals we mads and with
any day to da{ mlm that mtg cope up. Thess Committed
Partners are giv up & lot of their owvn spars time for us,
seeting with us each week, talking to us on the phone all ths time

and it {s Dbecauss really cars adout us. This part of the
progras is a One Year uev-'l;smh.

for one whols yasar, oncs a sonth, all the , Committed
Partners, voluntesrs and staff have Follow- neatings vhere

nmanacummam:olmmmmhomu
riencss and successes acontinue to learn together. The zwth

lots of helps from their Committed Partners, the staff and
volunteers but ars taught that we are rasponaible for our own
1ives, the actions ve take and how ve change our lives,

The Youth At Risk program provides epportunitiss that are not

ususlly given to youth 1iXe us. They help us gst jobs and do the
2ittle things that help us fesl better about curselves; to improve

61




reszasy

izl

3
Y
wmme&

iike 4Aifferent

~2°243
,mm»m

§3524533

vay she

s DUt ra
t I can make
decisions
partner, I

i¢ in any

Orndoff, helps e nlot. 3£ 2

Just consi

I Gon'e
cansider heyr as my friend.

i

[ o

L
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poyls midoat Jiving famaiy sesders or whose Samily 45 30T SOPCILAvE 239 cosforting 4zougd 10 prenide  EacoNs-
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF TYRELL GALES

Uafertun youag In our couniry are ofien viewed by sdals as
baving h:::’w cwmm socicty. Media ponrays toens a3 rude,
underschicvers. drug users, sand gang membess. It seema ke ey are more
foterested in reporting ssasational stories an in aciually examiaing the
auth and complexities of prodblems. As a scwuit many people. especially
seemge males, are being bun and stcreotped.

Today. morc than sver. urban youth noed 10 b sincersly respected. We nced
space and resources 19 develop pooductive progrums and we need access 10 ihe
media and 10 decision makers. Fermumately Be'e are programs that are
aiempiing 10 do this and who could scrve as models for new projects.

The JFK Library Corps is a progiam that takes Xids scriously aod has
confideoce hai young peopls are capable of being responsidle and caring.

I provides youth with an aliernative 10 hanging vul in the streets by
encouraging them to do community service projects ad providing the tools 10
get 2 job done.

Eswablished dy the John F Kennedy Lidrary Foundation in December 1985, ihe
Corps includes Bosion siudents from grades six through twelve who live in a
cross section of Boswon neighborhoads  In 1990, 124 young peonple voluntecred
over 17.000 hours 10 Corps sponsored commumity projects, Corps aclivities
include working with 1he eiderly. preschoolers, the hunger, snd homeless.
n'hiwm with gpeclal neods and many otbers. 1 Mave onclosed a 1990 project
list.

The program asks kids wha: tcy think and how they -vould deal with city
problems. In dcveloping projecis, Corps mambers lears first-hand how
govemmest works and whai they can do 10 bring about change.

Over ide Jast four years, the JFK Library Corps Dbas provided a nurturing
savironment for me to sm in many diffcrent weys. | heve developed a
respest for peopfe of differear races, ages, acighborboods. and backgrounds.
Tve Decome more besitant (o make judgements others dascd on the way
they look or whers they live.

Befors 1 joiacd the Corps | was nln‘ys afra’d to be in (v spotlight.

My yeus a3 2 member [ have developed ihe confidence in myself
10 speak out o individuals and 4t large soderings abcut issues Wt copcem
me.

I would like very hobored to represent the JFK Library Corps and the

th of Massachuserts in Washington D.C st the 1990 National
Children’'s Dsy Conference. [ am ansious fo share my views and expericnces
on Bow others could crestc programe that develop sclf-respsct and confidence
in young people.

ST
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MICHELLE NAMBY

Right now 1's o sixteen ysar old girl stacrting wy sopbomors ysar in & tav
hgh school. This past summer I movad back Some £0 iive with my Nama snd ber
doyfrisnd. ¥Yor tha past thras yesrs I have livad with wy sunt, besn in a foster
bhome with other tesnage §irls, lived in & group bowe snd staysd st an ssetgency
shaiter. Several times I'vs run-s-away from school and from homes where the
Departmant of Socsal Services sent me. I1've dons some things when I was sesn
ndm!rymmxbﬂnuunnnuutn: 1'n oot very proud of. I wish
I hadn’t done those things dut I sure lsernsd & lot,

Whan 1 was thirteen, my Mams'es boyfrisnd sexuslly sbusad me. When I told my
! na what Rad happaned she didn't Dalisve ms and she called s2 s wvhore. Later?
told my frisnd sdout vhat had happsned to me and my friend told har parsnte.
After 5Ome time A raport was meds tO the Department of Social Services and
someons cxse to school and 1 had to tell about what happened to ms. I was taker
to the Lav Enforcement Center to maka & etatement and then drought to my aunt's
hose. 1 had basn abusad and o1l the time £t hurt oo wueh bacauee 1 loved sy
Neme and she didn’t beliave ma.

¥hen 1 wae 1iving ot sy sunt’s howe I rewmmber Judy, sy Cusrdisn and Litem
coming to visit ®e. Judy listened to me and she sesmad to understand how I
folt. Judy d1dn't caTa ebout my past. She just talked to wa about what 1
thonght was important and what I wanted to telk ebowt. I dfdn't have to go to
court but 1 knev Judy wae {n court looking sut for what was bast for ma.

Thers ware times whan 3y foster parants or 5 counssler would tell ss Judy
had collsd dut thoss days we didn't talk such, because I ran so msny times.
I've had many peopla lopking out for me thess past years. but thars wars so many
times when I wished all those people wopld got out of wy life. Kit snd Aon, two
of wy cassworkers. belped me through soms times when I nesded them. Becsuse all -
of thass peopis helpsd me I got into groups like Young Life and I had the chasce
to §o to sumser csmps and Disney World. Ome spring I sven jot to go to ths
beach.

Once whan I gan 1 pot mysalf into troudls with the lav and then 1 did have
to go to court. Boy, was I scared. 1 got six-mooths probation and vanty~five
bours of community ssrvica. At that time no one could help me Decouse 1 just
wagn't willing to help syself.

7ically 1 was placad 4o s group Rome with some of my friende and an
understanding counselor, I've had lots of counseling and so has my Mems and her
boyfriend, I'va lemrnad to forpv- and so has sy family and thie summer things
ware protty good. Mow I think I's hoss for goed.

Ny sieter and drothars have gotten fntc trsudls, been on drugs and were
sent 0 §ssl, T don't lmow what §s going to happen 0 me but maybs 1’11 be 2
cosmetologist, 8 nurse or work with troubled tesns. Right now I plan to finteh
high school and go to vocationsl school next yesr. Anyway, I want to do
something whare I can belp people or do something that matters. Some day 144
1ike to ses §f I could sither voluntesr or work st a girls hose to help other
tesns with thair prodless,
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MICHAEL BRIGOS

uymhnmmnym” Troubles started early in life for me. My father left my
suceasaful businessman

mother and § when | was two, us with nothing. She remarried 2

when 1 was five, and thats when really started.

1wy mny my debysitters, mm mathers &

was beatens by azﬁmnnﬂymlm nnnﬁuymlb’
wouldn't have »ammmt&nmum 1 used 1o sit ty y
room becsuse | feit so unloved and scared. 1 thought all hope was jost. By the

time } was I was about suicide. My mother saw that | had become vary withdnwn
w'nmwmmwshul.nmmwnhm. We laft him

times. Only sach time he would come back with his vows to change. A
few days would go by and the destructive cycle would start all over again.

Mtpmmwlm% tooking for a way out;
an 1 got into aleohal, and m&mmmlm
%uh mnmmlmum 1 have a long history
um m,wm;:wuNAﬁnAmM'!wpm OF most

od:hmwm Tmmmddmym attempted suicide on many
occasions. lmawmm lmﬁmmmmdl

was doing to myself.

thdmm yoar, 1 was admitted for treatmwnt at Sacred Haart Adolescent
). 1 knew my life was a9 bad a8 it was going to get and the only way
lhndnndf-mhmdllmdﬂh. With a lot of halp from the staff and my mom,
mﬂbhm 1 tore down those walls and began to grow. |leamed what drugs

mmdhw:nryﬂnymﬁym SHARP. tsught me skills on how to regain my salf

both ymdmully They me how to be comfortable
wﬂhm n‘!hy:honhondmmyam- that I thought | never had
before. 1 leammed responsibility, how to make new and best of all fove - love for mysalf.

They wold ow that before 1 could tove others ! had fo first love myself. At the end of trestment |

was frightened. 1 felt 50 safe and secure and | was afraid that | couldn't move on with my life. |

was afrald that { wam't strong enough.

1 started to get back in touch with my heritage and 1 leamed how to channel my feelings and

express myself with ast lmammpmymu&u:mm my favorite,
ARer 5 whils 1 began to share my art work with It makes me foel to show

Mndmhmmﬂomdhhwy 1 want to be 2 positive infuence on their Hves.

mmynﬁmmmm now snjoy school and eam 2 3.00 average. With my
nmﬂm way into two universities, the University of Oregon and Santa Fe

WdMMbethMMIMNM life o
M ﬁm. lvmbmum:t“mdm, udmn d fwmbhd
' 2 saying that 1 strongly believe in
cw.hyand gi&wcodhwha do with that »
mnmmmwm 0 use my Mawduwuhdﬂn!fmﬂgm
tothetop. Thopelcanbe s for others and let them know there
You've just got to want it Mhandmlmpcmnﬂy.mn«dhhﬁrwhmmﬂ

bt
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CALVESTER TORRENCE

mat would yoo do if you wers io the seventh grade st Milweckee Fublic Schoole
you ny is Calvester TOrresce. 1 am fiftesn mow Dut
5 the ssventh greSs and in Dig trouble. Luckily, I Joined
Ons ob Ome Program acd now I have & bright future. I fsct. I am sbout to

Picolet Righ School, ons of the Ddest achools in Rilvaukes,

L ]
"

One on Ose is & program created by the Graatsr Allwaukes Committes. & privace
sector civic group of business, labor and education leaSsre. The progras began
in 1997 to target “st risk® stpdents who ars is darver of felling or dropping out.
It aims to increass attendance asd acadamic achisvemant, improve stody habite asd
offor help from the business commusity. Ths program ia called One on Ooe because
it matches One stodant 483 ONS mentor.

[ J
1 osiginally joined the One on Ons Program Decdusa it had ateer school
activitiss and I 1ike $£0 pley basketball., I did not know what Rentors were. dut
I cesded Nelp with my grafme. In March, 1989 1 wes matched with mentors Bod end
Claire Nilbourme. Ny rsport cerd sajd my behavior was not scceptable and I could
So better. I now realizs that sy Dopes for the futurse are Sspsndent on a good
education and responsidle debavior.

After 19 months Sn the One on Ona Program, X hava learnsd to Xesp out of
troudle by avoiding people and placea that can be bad for se. Yo avoid those
probiems, I pley on basadell and Dasketdall teams, go to the YHCA and spend time
with ®y mentora and =y good friends.

Ny grade peint average Nas isproved aignificastly over the past two years
(1.9 GPA to 2.7 GPA}; and, 1 am reading more booke and using my tise wisely on
studies. Ny Just report card also showed that my Nehavior has improved and pow
T Xnow § can cootrol My temper. Decsuss of my iRprovament, 1 bhave bewn accepted
ot Bicolet Bigh Sohool as & freshman, *

I mnmmemrtmxtyu-mkautmnmmuwrmrnou
what it can do for Bilwsukee etudents. I wse the subject of 8 TV interviev progras
with my mgntors and I Gevs A spesch to the sembers of the OGreater Rilwackow
Commitecs.

The Ona on One Program Bas Melped me to realize tbe values of education and
now § am hesded in the Fight Sirecticd, I sm proud of myselfl tor working hesd
and gurning my 1ifs around. Ny future looks bright. After high school, I plan
to g0 0 college at the University of Niscodein. 1 wish that other kids had che
same opportunities I have. BSomeday I hope I can belp a kid ip the ssvanth grads
wvho is in troudls.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF NATASHA SMITH

Thank you for Histening to my letisr and thank you for inviting me to come
to Washington D.C. for National Children’s Day.

Ha



PREPARED STATEMENT OF SHAWN LAWSON

The mnn Publie 2V 95 Foer Covaselor Program hae Desn sckive sincs 1974
whan school suthciaties vequested & Taen Invelvemsat Program Ds ataresd fa
=t Nalvars Schosl Syatem.

These counselors are carafvlly sorsensd, drvp fres, Mave satisfaelory grades °
end ars woll seunded srudents with & determinarios to defest the drug prodlee.

To segece the Ldss svarysns uses frugs, Mm“mamnmutnuh
sodels for ithe younger astudents to promete ihe drug fyee measagss.

Paer mxm Tacaiva spproximatsly 32 hours of traising by attending she
Governor's Touth Conference in the suaney, sttendtiag RIACE traicing and

sonthly traiaing sessions by She high school drng evordinator, Vands ¥illtase,
The 130 pser covoselors from grades B=11 sre ssaigead vo elementary clesses
vhete thay prassnt monthly class sesstons for scudsnts E-8. 1a these vistte,
tha counselors ey to sraate lines of communicatios so the uMuu will fesl
cpas to eak guastions fresly, Tha counselers alse play daciatos making games
and activities that demcusirats the tmportance of isdividual walues, sownd
decisions and positive self-sstees. Factual drug faformetfon 15 else presantsd
15 8 sen-gmptional manner and sctivities for a drug fres lifestyle are eoffarsd.

Since drug uss $s deginning st much younger sges, the counsalors try to snecursge
mt:lr:u of mon=drug use befors these youth are pressured dy thelr peers to
uss druge.

Drug use L2 mor the only factor the Peer Counseling group focusss os. The
sounaslors confront many diffevent prodlems of youth today, such & , swicide,
tesn praguancy, end family probdleme,

What makes OuF program truly successful is dedfcated lsedats and the youth.

The student 1saderehip in all youth prograas is the key to the succens,

The slswentary kidas Jtetsn more attentively to che pests around sheir owm

age and older. This swesowe comdination is vhat makse Nalvern Peer Covnselor.
S8 axcallest progran. The Malvarn Progras Das received both state and astional
recopnition as & wWodel PeAT SUPPOTt PrograRm.

By corafully, considaring thetr tola as & model, saking a commitmant, and
parcicipating in the progrss, it fe fsit that the high sadool srudents own
position 4, refnforced. The attempts o guide the younger stulents &n ltfe
coping okiile and gosl satting makes their ovn walusr and goals Decoms cleares.

flaving & Jovs for children, this was an axcsllent opportunity for me whano §
¥as chosen 88 8 Paer Counsslor. I have & feeling of satiefaction koowing
that 1 hav: made 2 differsnce 1n somscne’s Iife. The childran 100k Up to ue
a8d resdec; ue. Being favolved im this program has desn & plus in wy 1ife
ond Dap retnlorcnd sy veluss as g parson,
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JoELLEN DETERS

future Mossmakers of America is & vocationsl student
organization that promotes personsl Qrowth and leadership
developmant for young sen and women within the framework of the
Rome economice curriculum. By identifying and addressing their
own concerns ard intearssts, sembere strengthen the family,
increase self-ssteesn, and learn gkills for 1ife.

s She only youth-cantered leadership organiration that
focuses on the family, Future Nomemakers of Americe is working to
strengthan the fesily unit. Rsgarding the incressing problem of
vinolent adnisscent crimes, Kent Mayesa, co-sirector of the
Manninger Youth Program, recently stated, “We naed tu shift bachk
to an esphanis In our spcisty on family.” Through the home
aconomice curriculum students learn parenting skille as well as
child development concepts which can help prevent child wduse by
incrmasing awareness of realistic expectations of chiloren.
Knoming what o sxpect from & £hild prosotes positive perenting
and reduces the frustrations that often lesd to chile abume.
Individual and chapter projects in the arwa 0f family
communicationa help youth recognize tha importance of fasily
relatione.

Along with pxperiencing the feeling of sccomplisheent for
completing individual and group prejects relating to the family
and the community, seabers aleo have the opportunity to increase
their seif-erisam by participating in the Power of One indlvidusl
growth prugras. Through the Power of One progras, individuals
fgentify those arsss of grestest importance ano turn gosls into a
restistic plan of sction that can be cospletes in a shurt tise,
When goals are reached, FNA/KERD sembers are recognized for their
achisvasents Dy tocal chaptars as well as by state ond rational
augociatiune,

As mesbers gain zonfidence in thrmeelves, they have the
chance to help other youth through peer sducation--tesns teaching
teens. As well as gaining knowladge in ¢the areas of concern,
whether it's aanaging monsy, premeting hegalthy lifeetyles, or
cisaning up the environment, mssrbers a)uo have the opportunity to
develep cosmunication and lesdership skills by being pesr
educators.

The key to success in Future Homemakers of America is
mesbers whe take the initiative to identify current youth issues,
and work in cooperation with advisers to plen, carry out, and
svaluate meaningful projects. While meabers work on projects
with the chapter, they géin valuable skills for 1ife. Plenning,
deciwion-making, Qoal-satting, praoblem-selving, and {ntrapersonal
comsunications are faportant skiils fur youth to acquire now and
continue to prectice in the future #s lesders in soclety.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF BUNTIP BORDAC, COMMON GROUND, MARTFORD, CT

Mhen I first joined Comon Grownd I never thought I would be so
involved. I hadn't expected to entar a 1ife £i1led with hopes and dreams.
Coxmon Ground was & place whare 3 lonely Person #uch as T could find
2 vay to stand and feel confident. Waile the world is still cheotic
mmum.mm:mm;mmw.

Common Ground really works by the support that Ellis and Janice
gives to all the studants. wtmlyhtmkcunimww
it provides & mmmwmwumm
o lives. mmmamm&w&oﬁn
public spesking, the ability to speek one’s own mind, and to be able
to endure a challange,

“All youths have similar experisnces and thet is wat Ommon Grownd
focusas an and enhances. It hrings everyons closer from the start
and progressss over tims to creats a bond Between the students. This
ranges fran developing self-esteme, self-wxrth, . confidence, motivation,
and leadership through the mppart, ompliments, “put ups”, and family
enviromment Comon Grownd offars. All this is only & starting base
swhare 1 began to grow inside. It helpad me cope with soceity which I
couldn’t quite wnderstand. I had made many Dav frfends Whose mniles hed
brought laughter to xe and the confusion that was once inside me hed
vanished. Thare are many other faalings which could not de writtsn down
an pepar, but could enly be felt inside the heart.




87

PREPARED STATEMENT OF TINA FRANKLIN, COMMON GROIND, NARTFORD, CY

Lifs in thess United States for many teens can de very difficule.
Problenss of drugs, alcohel, peer-prassurs Aml parantal neglect ars bi
issues to deal with, It is also apparent that racism is on the rise gn
our youth. Since my gensration was born after the turbulent years of
the 1960's, they do not fasl or cosprahend the struggls that took
Place 80 that we would not have toO ﬂghe one another. Proper educsticnal
skills and leadership skills are sorely lacking in today's schools.
leaving many wondering if America will be able tu compete in the new glo-
bal marketplace. If so, will there still De those who will not take part
in all of tha prosperity? The °*Ma® generation of the 1960's demonstrated
this socisty's unfortunata habit of turning the other chesk and looking
out for number one. Will there still be homeless psople and uUnwed wele
fare mothers, forgotten, abandoned. and looked upon as "fresloaders®?
W11l drugs continue to plague our nation and destroy its citizens?
What about the Savings and Loan crisis? What happens now?
These and many other quastions are hot easily sndwersd by adults, not to
santion young people.But our parents and othsr slders expect us to take
over where they left off almost as soon as w8 hit high schocl, sven sdone:
But if we don’t know what's going on and they can’t tell us, we won't
do a good job.

Fortunately there are programs and clubs cut there to help youth
while they halp themselves and others. Common sround {8 such a progranm.
Segun by the Greater Hartford Leadership Forim and Lsadership Grsater
Hartford, Common Ground brings toguther high school sophmoras and
junicrs from eight high schools from five surrounding Greater Bartforg
tow:s.Ny interast in the pProgram Cane whan, as I read the progran‘’s
brochurs, I saw the ssction About meeting students from other schools.
Race relations have alvsys been very important to me , and because 1've
only been expossd to my own race,I feally wanted to be involved. The pro-~
gram's objective was to break down racial barriers while learning val~
vable lesdership skills, Tha first sctivity wias a trip to Camp. ile we
ware thers,ws learnsd shout trust and teamwork. We mat evary Wednesday

and learned about public spaaking, organization, planning in groups,
snd meeting deadiines.Wo all had something vsiuabie to contribute and
evaryone was important.We also had a main project that dealt with public
service. Students donated time, clothing snd food to neighborhcod shel-
tars. ¥e were alsc ables to get our Classmates to contribute to our
project. All of this was done by students who had nevar seen azsch other
Lefore and who were from totally different backgrounds. Common Ground
shoved me that different pecple are basically the samé and that with
them I must learn to grow up and take my rightful place in this society.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JANET RAMIREZ, COMMON GROUND, NARTFORD, CY

I 40 not understand -

Nhy ignorance is seen as innocence?
Why we don't learn f{rom the misfortunes of others?
Why life is so unpredictable?

But most of all, I do not understand

Why white is white and black is black?
Aren't we all the same - individuals with morals and values?
Why., then, can't we be at eass with each oOther?

What I understand most

Is the present. I seize the pleasures of the present for I
can not forstell the future and on the Past I do not dwell.
My care is not $0 much to live long as to live well.

The above poem is a wvwritten reflection of how Common Ground
has inspired me. Participation in the program is not only a great
learning experience but very rewarding too. Common Ground has made
By experience 2 satisfying and rewarding one by showing me that
success is a matcter of choOsing something to do, econcentrating on
it by doing what has to be done, and making a commitment to pursue
it to the end despite of how long it may take to see the end
results, Common Ground mllows students to build their confidence
to 8o anything they can imagine® with a sense of their own place in
history, 4im culturas. It has encouraged me to esxplore topics
beyond the confines of my tradition. Since then I have lasrned
20re about people from totally different cultures.

Common Ground unites students from different schools and
neighboring towns and shows them to seek and demonstrats academic
strength. personal integrity, and seriousness of educational
purpose Dy inveolving the students in commiity service projects
which rangs from helping the homeless to addressing the issuves
related to the nesds of today's children and youth. The social snd
sconomic problens which affect everyone within the community ars
discussed. Thus, ideas are exchangded and a primary goal to help
others is set. After practicing problem solving the students are
exposed to first hand community service whers all the students
work together for a single causa. The close Kknit family
atmosphere, e@xtsnfive offerings in leadership skills, and the
availability of a truly supportive mentor make Common Ground an
appealing program.

On the whole, Common Ground exists as an entity to individual
hurman beings te think and learn how the world, pressures, and
environment have changed over the centuries. In other words,
Comaeon Ground is aiming to help "today’'s leaders and tomorrow's
achievers® perceive things differently by bhaving a community of
mentors and students. thinkers and scholars seeking to understand
the world and its inhabitants in all their complexity.




PREPARED STATEMENT OF LATASHA KINQG, INDEPENDENT LIVING
SAVANNAN, GA PROGRAM,

My newe is Letasha Xing. 1's a resident of Savaunah, Oeorgls,
vhere 1°s a senior a Sevennsh High School. I's aleo presently
employed by the Savannah-Chatham County Board o3 Publie Bducation
where I'm & student-secretory. 1's here today to repressnt the
Indepandent Program on which I've Desn an Active senber sincs the
£21] of 88°. The independent Living Progras doss exactly vhat it's
title says snd that’s basically to givs young adults such 88 me or
those teenagers who sre preceding into adulthood, sconomicel,
social, and omploymental guidence when they become independent.

In our dicussions in Independent Living Program, we focus on
teras such as gosl seiling, behevior and attitudes, responsibilicy,
self-estesrn, values: tesn sexuality snd msuy mure vital subjects
that maybe no one t00k the timg out to discuss with teenagers 1ike
me. The Independany {iving coordinators sren't the Only ones
sharing their ;deas, the participants also voice thesr opinions on
apreific topicas., Of courss, all of those terhs are important, but
the most isportant one or the first priority would
hbe to set gopls. Setting goals is so imperiant in our shifting
society where i1's besically every man for himself. Betling soals
is the first sisp but one murt strive to accomplish his/her gosls,

The Independent Living Program atiempts to emphasire the face
that »e teenagers ars at that peint sn our live vhere we're
respongible fur ouf decisjons #nd actions, where o5 in the past
somcone clse wns Fesponsidle,

ILP sponsored Youth Conferences to exciting places such as
Ebenezer located in Rincen, GA whers the guest speshker vas the very
inspirational Glenn Hester, suthor of “Child of Rage”, vho spoke »n
the probless of dealing with snger. sbandonsent and loss~=issuss 8ll
foster children have in common. This past sumscr the ILP sponsored
s second trip to St. Siamon, GA where the gueat speaker vas Dr.
Otis Johnsou-Director of the Touth Futures Authority, the theme vas
*If 5t is to be it is up to se” and Dr. Johnson geve us Some VOry
:nll(h:lng thoughts and facts of histerical perspectives of Blacks

n society.

ILP strase self-esteen - a belief in yourself as & worthy
person and in your gosls as possible to achieve. Self-esteen
sakes a difference between achisving those goals and pot even
botheriug Lo maks an effort to schieve your gosls. There wvere
instances when circumstances may have prevenied rou from uniting
with vour biclogical perents or guerdisn, but the Independent
Living Program strasses to teenagere that ve ars nov thet stage of
:nr lives where we should and must be in contrel to deterpine our
uture.,
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PRECARED STATEMENT OF JASON NEW LE= \
m.:m o CENTER FOR MEN, ST.

The firnt Proaram 1 want to vos Turniug Mednl. This w8 1egaler
treatnent piogras in Moultrir, Coeotgin. Thip projras vas & goud bauis
for sy way to recovery, It taught me about addiction ood bow to 1tve
out your daily 11fe drug frees. ¥a had Narcotice Annoymous and Aleo-
Boltes A3caymous mestings asch day, We attended school thers and mot
8ev people. I sraysd ehere for sin weske and then graduatad. I left
therw feeling gnod, dut 1 was sad phat I could nOt RO homc,

Next T went to a stats funded group home called the Beoken Shackle
Ranch. Thie was & progran for People who did not have bomas or who
have daen in trouble. This progrem was pretty wel) maintsined. 1t
VAS structured well and wes wery disciplined. I went to pchool thers
and saintained my share of the chores. 1 szayed there for »in wvechas,
But 1t vas wr the program for me. 1 418 not make sny meetings and 1
finally ended up slipping dack into drugs when & boy snuck some in.

1 dectded IhAL ) needed o go back to trestmont. I went back to Turning
Poinr for twvo warks. 1s this time 1 gof my feet Back on the ground. I
sttanded mvetings ond gof back into s pumiiive snvironment. Affer two
veeka they T63t ! weu stadle. an I was off to amthiel prugses.

1aaf | went ro Nev Life Centear for Men., Tule vas a Christian
Progran. This was the program for me. 1 wont 4nto the program willing
to recsive informetion about my druy problem. Day by day we studied the
35dle. I learned something nev svery day. During the wesk we worked
fo raler money to ketep the Place going., We had suppert groups, Bidle
scudies, classes and many other svents. We also Jsarned how to Neve
fun togerher. We sharsd there, played dasketbsall, ping pong, and meny
other exciting thinge. Best of ell, they taught me hov to live out
# Jasly 18fs withour worrying about drups. 1 steyed at New Ltfe Cenrer
for Men for nine months. 1 was then ready tou take on the worid, 1
left with & Christien foundaticon and & love for God.

Wien 1 got home there were many obstacles that came in wy way,
but with the help from God, there was not anything T could pot da.

} pow rely on church for my help. Also with the help of ¥.A. and A.A.
Bestings 7 an able to stay clean. It Je aleo important for me to mein-
tain & positive environment with clesn friends and a lot of sncourage-
ment. I feel that 1ife i worth living off druge. I feel T con make
® difference nov. 1 hops my testimony vill reach end touch somecns so
that they do mot have to g0 through what I went ghrough. Drugs are a
dead ond.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF DEE DEE BONNER, EXODUS CITIES IN SCHOOLS,
: ATLANTA, GA .

1 had always heard that good things come to those who
woit. When 1 left school, 1 weited, and waited for some of
those "good things” Lo come my way. 1 had it set In mind
that I had outgrown achool and all of ita trivial problems,
My whole Usy was apent thinking of ways that 1 could avoid
going to school. I had bocoms e "skip achool mastersind.” I
went virtually unmissed by the teschers. 1 {inelly reeliszed
thet 1 was only hurting myseif by not attending school. J
ended my yoor and three month "wait® when I registered et
Richs’ Acedemy of the Exodus Cities in Schools Progrem.

Richa’ Academy helped me, o3 well a3 others realize
that we wers somsbody. We all cowe from differsnt
backgrounds and different family environnents. Some of us
have desn in and out of troudle. Some of us have had
children befors we, ourseives weres old enough to understand
the concept of our own lives. BExodus took us as we wers.
They did not condemn us as countiess others had done. They
helped us. Nevar once did they tell us that our lives were
too tangled to be straightened ovt. Exodus gave and is still
continuously giving ua the Juve, motivation, and devotion
that ve nesd to keop going.

Unlike the school that I previously attended, Richs’
Academy has thet homey kind of environment. You get the
sttention that you need and the independence that you want.
The teachers are not only professionsl teachers, they are
also expert counselors. Any problem Lthat ynu have, de it big
or small, you are uertoin to get the listening ear that you
need. To {(he Exodus steff, Lhis ia not just a job, thersfore
they put there hecart in everything that they do.

1 can remwnber when I first came. to Exodus, I was
deprossed. 1 lLiad to deal with the suibidal death of a very
close friend. Needless to say, 1 did not Rknow what to do. 1
had 80 many emotions inside of me thal they would often have
my mind wandering away from my school work. 1 was not labled
a "troudled” student as I would have deen in my previous
school. Instead, 1 was pulled aside and asked what was wrong
with me. 7 was not roady to tolk about it then, dut when I
finelly was ready, everyune was thers for me.

Exodus is not just for tho youth. it is also for the
parents. Tu sce your child welk up on stage and receive that
diplosa that neither of you thought she/he would ever
receive brings tears of joy and hope to parents who had asll
but given up up thetir child.

There are &0 many students who can look back and say.
*Where would I be if i4 woere not for Bxodus? 1 wonder if I
would still wven be alive.” Thanks to Exodus, we are ho
longer the down trodden youth of todsy, but 8 vision of hope
for tomorrow.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ANGELA PATTERSON, PROJECT SOAR, MARTW, GA
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SUZANNE RIVET, #ASSACHUSETTS YOUTH NETWORK

The Myscavhusatts Yrutl, Netwnrk IMYNFT) of the Marsachuzetls Office for
Children war created in Novesber, 1988 Lo promats youtlh participstion
in cvamunitly Lazed health promotion e{forte. The project was designed
L. copplenent the effurts of a statewide tsen regnancy prevention
initiative. the Teensge Preguancy Pravention l1lengs Fund. The model
embraced by the Challenge Fund is baned on the delisf that esch
community hes its «wn unigue insues and concerns, and tharefore. the
rost succeasful way Lo reduce the incidence of tewnage® Pregnancy in &
given community is to challenge individuals concernsd about the issue
to come together in coalitions repressniative of all sectors of the
community .

MYNET workz primarily with communitics that report the highesst tesnage
pragrancy rates in the state 1o smpower tesnagers by teaching them
sffective advocacy technigues; crosting opportunities for yeuth to
become actively involved in the issues of their community;: encouraging
snd facilitating cumsunication betwasn adolsscents and adult pelicy
makers: and affocting policy decisions that impact tesns. MYMET alsc
fupctions as an information gathoring and sharing vehicle regarding
youth-led initiatives throughout the state of Massachusetts and
urgenizes statswide youth leadership activitiss and opportunities.

MYNET is govarenad by an advisory board comprised of adults and

youths. This doard is ethnically, economically, and seographically
diverse. 1n addition, there is o Youth Board to ths Massachusetts Youth
Network. The members of this board repressni the comaunitier tdentified
as ;It'rlﬂ" for tesnage pregnancy. The youth help plan and implement
sctivitios.

The thilosophy smbraced by the Mazsachusetts Youth Network is that
adoleacents need to feel that they are accepted mambers of their

*  communities. Young people who do not have access 10 perscnally
gratifring roles often sxperience frustration and alienation. These
feelings may manifast themselves through behaviors such as truarcy or
dropping out of school. esrly asxual sctivity and pregnancy, substance
use and abuse, violence, apG vandalism. Therefore, the most dsfensidble
pravention atrategies are thosa that offer opportunities for youth's
involvement in conventional sciivities and interaction with members of
the community. Through such opportunities, socialiration patterns can
“e changed prior to the occurrence of risk-taking behaviors.

MYNET and the Challenge Fund are under the auspices of the
Massachusetts Office for Children (OFC). OFC is ths “watch-dog” for the
children and familiern in the Commonwealth of Nassschusetts. OFC
jicenser apd minitors day care services. as well as promotes Prevention
sarvcies and access to services for chi ldren and youth.
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that I feel is the lnlu"z“mo?hm mi 14 ‘unhyou
t 1 feel is TeAteL s exp tion ny s sffective.

bet . 8 . ' “"'Esnmmm- hmdw‘?:::ywnidhfm
about being willing to listen if we any problew . was wondering....you
mlhwahby-ﬂlnmym.mpmua‘ummgetmmd
o friends want me to give him up. I do not know what to do. I feel so alone.
7,domthmhwtohenm-3mmymhel me?”
Herwmmsckly filling with tears as
she expressed her fear and confusion 1o me. She could not hsve been more than
thirteen or fourteen ymars old.

g

course,” 1 said ™I av reslly glad you
came to see me. You have already taken the first step by asking for help. Why
ggn't we sit down and talk about what we are going to do. You are going to

Good morning, my name is Suzanne Rivet anxd 1
an & representative of the Massachusetts Youth Network, The story I just told
you occured when 1 was attending a conference at the springfield Boys Clubd
with several members of the network. We had just returned from a
shere we were asked to briefly explain our programs. Grateful for the r-
tunity to promote awareness of the network, I explained that the tts
Youth Network of the Massachusetts Office for Children was created in Novamber
of 1988 to promote youth participation in community based health efforts. The
network is % a board that is ethnicslly, economically, and geo-
g:fﬂun diverse. This advisory board is comprised of sdults and teens who

toge to plan and implement activities. Their philosophy is that ado-
lescents need to feel that are accepted mambers of their comamnities. The
network pronotes this fesl $ ing adult groups to include teens in
their work on teen issuesm, by o zing events for teens to speak out and
mest their peers from around the State, going to schools and commmity groups
to tesch teens how they can be a part of government and influence adult de-
cision makers, and providing information on legislation and other issues thet

offect teens.

The most effective philosophy promoted by the
network is "' YOU'VE GOT THE POWER! * That statament was brought to life before
me when that t e mother asked for my help. I realized thot [ do have the

power and 1 can 8 difference!

Lighting one candle cannot stop the darkness
tut it is our enly beginning if we are ever to see the light. le whe work
in programs like the Massachusetts Youth Network are everyday lighting that
single candle.
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PREPAHEDSHIIEUENTC!’SONNYI”U“LIHHUUN?&iOUS&.HONOLULD,HA

'zlhnzl_ln_lnﬁncn_lgnnn:

. My nans 88 Sen FPham, but avaryone knows ms as ‘'Sonny",
1" am sixtesn yesars old. 1In this paper I will share my persoml
history, how I scame to live at Monarch Nousas, and how the Monarch
House ::oqrnn has given me opportunities 1 never dreaned of, 1
hope that this gpor will help the U.S, Congress to Datter
undevrztand one of Mawaii’s succassful Programs for youth, and to
also realise Just how important quality programs ars to the youth
of Ameriea.

I was dorn on October 25, 1973 in Saigon, Vistnan, My father
wvas & soldier with the U.5. armed forces and was killed in 1973,
Ny mother then raised my younger sister and I. At the age of ten
1 £led fron my country Decauss %y nothar wanted the best for me.
1 made it, Dut my mother and sister vere left Deljind. The
fishing boat I was on eventually arrived at an is)and called
Oslang 4n Indonesia. 1 lived there for two years in 2 refuges
caxp waiting for an American sponser.

In 1985 I wvas sponscred Dy my "auntie' and cama to Hawaii to
live. Nar expectations were quite high, and §t Decame impossidle
for us to live in the same house. She didn’t want me to l8ve with
her anymore, 80 in 1988, at the age of 14, § e,

1 lived from house to house, and on the streets for about
eight monthe. Sleeping in cars and stairwvays was no fun. I wvas
working three jobs and going to school whensver I covld.

;gon ons day I was arrested for driving a moped without a
Jicense while delivering pissa. I was under age and my ‘“suntie”
disowned me, so I vas put in Detention Home whare I staysd for one
month,

Next, I was given a State social wvorker who placed ms at the
Central Oshy Youth Services Association (COYSA) temporary shelter,
1 wvas really hlpgy there, but one day my social vorker cams and
tock wme out of slanss. Sha told me I was going to the Child and
Family Service (CFS) boys group home,

en 1 firet got to the CFS Monarch ilouse I was sstill in
shoek over lesving COYSA, Dut after a souple of vesks I reslly
began to love it., It is Just like & homa to me. I can go to
Fegular school, earn weekly allowance, and I even g9et fsersonal
dirthday and Christmas presenty. But it's not Just matorial

BEST CUPY AVAILABLE
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Ahinge that I get from Monarch Mouse. The stafi here treat us a
dot better than most familier treat thelr own childran., They make
me feel very comfortadls and wanted,

Rave a wvery goed soolal worker at Monarch House named
Lorraina BStryker. She works slosely with sach one of us, 8She
hdto us with personal prodlems, finding a Sob, school issues, and
any h::g 8ise we nesd tc Decome successful peocpls in the Aoure
dere vhen wa g0 out on our ewn, I am a penior in high scheol,
but thanks to Lorraine, {today I registered at MNonelulu Community
College in Klectronios Technology. 1 don’t know what 3°d do
vithout her, She finds rasources and opportunitiss for me and the
other borys we could not Iind on our own,

For oxanple, while staying at Monarch House ] got to go to
Vinner’s Camp with the financial support of Campdell Eslate. I an
also enrolled in the CFS Refugee Progam. I have a counseler there
named Dzac Pham., He helped get my alien §.4. ocard, a Jod st
McDonald’s, and my college Dooks paid for,

Recantly, X also bad the opportunity to go to the Hawall
Youth at Risk 10-Day Course. Part of that program 42 “"committed
partners” for the youth, committed partner is & police
officer., He got me interaested in a Moy Scoute program ocalled "Law
Enforosment Explorers”,

In econclusien, the CFS Monarch House progru has given me
many opportunities that I am grateful for. t has ochanged wmy
direction in life, s woll a» the other teanagers that live here,

for me, I zee a future ahead of me which 1 would never have
ereatsd 4f it weren’t for this program, Monarch House has given
ne "once-in=a~lifetine” experiences... 1like going to Vashington,
D.C. ar & Youth Ambassador]

I hope to locate n* nothar and younger sister someday, and
bring tham te Averica, 1t is a wonderful place.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JODY HANS LAMMEL, EAGLE SCOUT, FALLON, NV

THE ADVANTAGES OF BECOMING AN EAGLE SCOUT

I definitely appreciate the advantages of becoming an
Eagle Scout. For instance. just yesterday vhile I was
f£illing out a job application, I came upos & question that
asked for any extraordinary avards or achieveaxents that I
have earned. I was qQuite proud to state that I was one out
©of the one-hundred bcys that start sCouting to eazrn the
Eagle Awvard,

Anticipating that I wvill enter college to stury
biochemistry I have been vinwving scholar hip applicatic-s.
Much to my delight they 2isc ask for special awards like the
Job application. 1 am happy that I can state that 1 am ar
Eagle Scou: and am sure the spplications will be vieved
favorabdly.

Finally. the ea.ning of the Eagls Avard h»s given me
the confidence to sucvive everyday life. The Xnowvlesge that
1 have received through sarniag the various skill awarus,
merit badges. and ny leadership trainiug hns beun
advartageous to me. I appreciate the axiils that the Boy
Scouts of America has so happiiy provided¢ for me. I am much
mo~e effective ax 4 leader than others. I have had
opportunities to experisnce things they haven't.

Yes: T ap prouvd I'm an Eagle. Y am also glad that I
had the .upport I needud to achieve Sccuting's highest

avard, Yhe Eagle Scout.
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MY RESPONSIBILITIES AS AN EAGLE SCOUT

Recently I have had & lot of responsibility pointed in
my direction. Some examples of these responsibilities are:

In my school and community: Approximately four or five
months #go the State of Nevada had 3 mock sarthquake driill.
1 was asked to lend my expertise to my school for the event.
At its enc¢ 1 was recruited to be on a unofficisl emergency
medical team that would be used in extreme smergencies, such
28 the sarthquake. Also five of my seven teachers look to
me for leadership in some of the classes more difficuilt
activities. In the community I have been asked to place ci¢
Christmas trees into Lake Lahonton as shelters for young
f£ish. I have aided in the Christmas tree lighting cerenony
and festival for my home tovn at the regquest of Mayor Bobd
Erickson.

In py troop: Within my troop. there isn't much I
haven't done. I attempt to be a géod example for the
younger Rcouts. My job is to show them wvhat a scout should
do and be. I enjoy my responsibility.

In my family: I feel this question is misleading for my
responsibility to my family hasn't, and shouldn’'t change
with the reception of an svard. You sShould always treat
your family with the recspect they deserve because they wilil

alvays dbe there for you.
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WHY DO I WISH TO ATTEND THE 199] WORLD JAMBOREE

The opportunity to attended the World Jamboree in Seoul.
Kerea would provide a chance tc learn foreign customs and
tradicions. These customs and traditions could only be
lsarned by experiencing them first hand.

I feel that I would develop more cutstanding leadership
skills., The person who is exposed to the best that Scouting
has to offer becomes more like the best.

I knov that if I were to go to the World Jamboree, 1
would be adle to bring back my knowledge so I may share it
with others. 1 ask. hovw many pecple get a chance, like I have
been given. to go to a foreign country and share their
knovliedge with boys from around the worid? 1 accept the

challenge.

I believe that the World Jamboree vas designed for the
purpose of Scouts to have fun, learn of the surrounding wvorid.
and enjoy the friendship with Scoutllof the vorld. Only an
‘event such as the World Jamboree could provide an atmosphere
vhere sucin things will be accumplished.

Finally, I xnov that if I am selected to represent our
Council at the Jamboree that I would "do my duty to God and to
my Country" and bring credit back for the United States.

.

Thank You for Your Consideration:




PREPARED STATEMENT OF WINTER ELSEA, TRANER PROJECT, RENO, NV

i was an akused chlld, o4l wos adundoped onp asuid after ny
ninth dizthdsy. 1 «#g in the third grede, and .oy classadtes wuuld
Bake fon of me LeCavse py Sonelife war dillerent. Ar J gob olide:
Aeturmined el I was weual, ond Shat 9l vhildzun abekdd b Seiabed
*qually, regardicsn vl tacz, wes, ol Bdclowvenémiy atatus.

Last spring Traner middie School's mezale and Self-ssteen was
almost non-#xizient. QCur schecci was belng Badly abused by the press
and was being locked Zown upon by cuteide communities. The Seheol
Soaxd had compricsd aev toning for niddls cekools in Maahos County.
Nawly zoned familles were WRASST that Their children were 1o attand
"Trenex. Azticles ware writter, and Meazinyc Lsveme unruly. I
became very angry that & comnunl:{ conild lesk dovwr upen an sntiire
student y Decauss i: was In a Jow-incume wzed, and beCdute Lve:
half of the studunt pojulaticn, (%20 was minccity.

auzlng this tize when atudents gathessd to talk, 1L wesn't obeutl
vho sav the Losby Shaw on T.V. last night, 12 was ebout more sericus
iSsues. ThHe i13sues conceining the siudentes ¢! Tranef wets Ne.
tocused on the criticisms and sccusations of cur echosl belng a drug
and glug-}nfsstlé schocl. This wvan simply not tzue. I devided that
! bag listensd to these accusations £0r the last $ime without duing
scoething adout it, v
3 askec cver two~hundred and filty studenis Two Quastiens:
1) DPié they like Tranas?
2 ¥9n167th0y be willing to woIk £o changs Tranex's
nage
Only thzuw 3434 they 81dn't 1ike Traner or celd that it dldn‘:
mateer. This encouraged me more then evel, and I asked nine student.
L0 zepransnt the zest of the student dody Lo help changs Trzaner
Niodle Bchool's image.

Ve named our growp Rradsct ITxanex, and I stsrted working as har?
a3 1 possibly could. I talked to students and faculty membazs to
2ind cut whet they thomsht could Ds dons and shouls be dona adout the
problem we weze facing. I also had ssvaral intesviews with the local
medis, Channsl 2 and € News, and I viote a lattez to the editor of
the Reno-Oaxette Journel enphasiszing the good aspects of Traner.

This lstter was printed. A special presentation was arzanged {or ne~
students coming to Tranaxr. Parents weze invited. Tzaner students
{107) paised with new students for lunch, ozisutatien, and early
segistration. W¥a put on a skit entitied "The First Day of Scheol®.
Sonds formed sStudent Lo student. Fears Sininizhed and the 1deca of
forming & united schoel €4dn't cecm sc insurmountadls.

Norels and selif-cstocm began to 308z, end students begen io
enjoy coning to Transk, and felt proud to be a student there.
Stedents thanked me In 2 Jot of ways. 1 felt proud that I
successfully taught them the lesson that I had leaxned four yesars
befoze, that everyon: was aquel, nv mutter wvhal they Jooked like, L.~
0ld they ware, or wherc they went te school. All youth ere lumpoctan:
to the future of our sountly end sheuld Le encouzaged to @0 what the.
think ls important, whethe:r it Do sncouraging y-uths to help an
st-zisk school, or creating & progran to help students anywhere ruvac:
. thals !ul!ngottntSQI, and snable them to d0 thelir vazy best at
anything and everything that they de.

5¢€
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ALBERT NAFER, BABES PROGRAM, GOLDFIELD, NV

The prox ar * F.isr an tailing abrug .+ Radbeg
{Pepinninp Alvohel and Addiviicns Mns:) fduraticr Studies?d,
“hir propram is direcled tovwar? o fTen spas *ozo 1E.  The
proprar uses 7 DUPRRTE ANL e P paphet is dizzecgnt in thrir
own vav. The puppcrs are Buitons & Atk kitgerd fzor 2
trpatled Family: nexs is Megh Mser, ¢ aouivTIl uhc TRDEATS
evgryiting ADe hpars whether 3t '1 Truc oF noTl ehen Early Bird
ia e One's 8FEAONS, TEYEALZ FOnsspueicws; nEx: 3 Panovar
Dienicy, & reprrepntation nf visasr and piver MNvtr Mary rhe
tas) sconn nn jpfermatinr she pives that if wrorg: then copes
Rarpvering Roegpie whe is a ©ress andactive dex OF the reoad t¢
recover+: and Cinaliy. Thrre's Rinenda Rabh:r uhe icr in A howme
vhers Jrups and sicone. 2rc napd. Ene getr vTv ~anfnsed anr
Nax ¢ ha=¢ time mabipp wvecigions.

Throupd the Rad:s facily, chaleren ira= REOTiR?
that ara with feelines, €oping vifr s1g.afzent, now £0 ask
fcr help., neer presaure asd dexling wairh -7, s8:! image, vhat
tv oo whep facing alcehol rné drups and where tc REt nels.

The characters xrov ond mature Lor each level of
e« child's development. Thers concepts can be sharsd with
¢Nildren from the U.§, to Cuade reo the Phitlipines ¢» South
anerica aod lasely Africa.

The characters are slwvavs the sams ap other child-
ran can tell cach ether what they lasrned €ron the same stoxics
snd can share them. 1t boilds sell-esteem. I8 Rives childeen
the tools te hapdle avcryday problems and gives them the wrapons
to do pore tham "Just Sar Ko™, it guides *them and Opens door~
wavs to ank for help ané te lrarn how to hendle éifferent
situscions,

The program cffers nore Lhan RMEAF Prograns 2hat aere
set just for rercain ages brockets. Baber does rol cosr an
“ary and & leg” Vike many other progranse that eren't quite

as wifective.

1
’
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF DAVID BAKLEY, NOMEWARD BOUND, RAYMOND, NN

R4}

Ny name is David Bailey and I'sm twelve Years old. I live in a tratler
park ia ;, Raw Hawpshire with my mom. We have had a lot of
Pmlmwuhm and yelling &t sach other. 1 also had a lot of

problens at gohool with answering back and not doing my work. My schoel
ccunselor talked to me, and Mary froom the child Protection office talked
to me. Everyone, even me, was afrsid I would go into a foster home or
ke:p gutting into troudle and go to court. I didn't want those things to
hapren. Mary from the Youth Services got BOMEWARDSOUND for me and my mom.

ssnt Pat laPoints to our house. Pat was able tc talk to oy
t was good bacsuse Xy mom couldn’t go to an office becauss mhe
Also =y mom has 2 hard time speaking English and Pat learned
understand her from coming to the house and having coffee with ny mom.
saw 4 lso sav ma st home with my mom and
uld talk alone. It helped & lot
the house bacause Pat helped se explain to my mom how
0 not have much money and we
4idn't have to pay for HOMEWARDBOUND to come to our housa. Ky mon also
1

g
§
g
i
]
;

Aftar EONEWARDBOUND fanily therapy with Pet I was able to work better with
Ky school counsslor. It feels good to know how to ask for help with probler
instaad of letting them get worss,

1 an deing great this swwmer. The Youth Services got ms soce day camp.

Ky moo and 1 do bettar together. I will get togathar with my school
counselor this year. I'm glad EOMTIWARDBOUND and Pat came to help us becsusc
¥e vould be doing worse without them. We know we were lucky to get free
help to come to our house.

I learned from Pat that T am & good kid who was just dealing with soms
Problems, and I am not a bad kid. Pat heiped us to know that we are a
loving family who do care about each other and thers is nothing to be
ashamed of just becauss sometioes things got bad and we had to work on
2 lot of problexs.

Q
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PREPANED STATEMENT OF SARAN LATHAM, PARENT/CHILD MEDIATION,
CHESTER, N

Parsnt/Cri1d Nediation of Rockingham County is e« TOunty funded frae
service available to families who are having communication probiems.
This program offera & third person to look st the family free &
neutral view point amd allow for idesa and suggestions that are sgquasl
to mach perscn in the fabily. They dwal with the farily as & vholes like
it should be.

After the tears, ahouting, doorsissmxing And leaving home Ry parents
and 1 had called it guits. ¥Ne then began mediation to not only Rtop the
fighting. but because we wanted our fapily back.,

At firet, I rafused to go because I thought it would de like counseling:
sOmeone would be telling me what to do. The mediators wers not 1ixec that
at all, our mediators paver set anYthing in stone, ¥3nd made clear that a
tfamily vas like 3 tvo way strest. These vondarful paople never picked
sides. bDut offered suggaations and Compromising ideas. They always
left the final dscision up to the family.

After attending sediation for Close to a ysar, our family made an
amazing turn arouns. I was able to get to {nnv ny family all over
agein. ¥Ne were able be honest ard up front with one »anothsr and began
to trust eich other again.

Puring nediation my life greatly changed, not only because family
relationships had isproved ot ] bacame pregnant. I had this avful
fesling everyboly was going to leave me and that all the work we had
done WOUld go down the drain.

Thanks to God and wediation. my Family and boyfriend did stick by me,
our farity became stronger and worked hard to overcome the situation.
¥We all vorked together to kesp communication lines open. Someons
was alvays there to 100k after me.

Nedistion not only bringa Your whole farily together, but sllovs
you to be your ovn person and think for yourself. You sre able to
pring a3l your dreams and goala Sogether and try to fulfill them,
xnowing 1f you fail . you can fail with » positive attitude.

- 59
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SAUNDRA BRIGGS, APPALACHNM MOUNTAN TEEN

I om Saundrd Briggs. 1 live in 8 vary small town in centrsi N.H. called
Tafsondboro. I just gradusted fros Kingswood Righ School end I s surrently
Sorking foli cime in the Slothing buminess. Twp deys ago I torned ninstssn
and I am reatizing thet deing s young ssfult in today's socisty s not [ 1134
and ThES ve ased the help snd guidance of progrems 1ike tha Appalschisn
Nounsain Tesn PFroject {ANTR).

I vas introSuced to the progeAm thres and s half ysars sgo when I
¥as in the tenth 9recds. A friend suggested that I gtaik to Donns San Antonio,
She orginiser of tha ANTP. Siacs thes I have Desn 8o sctive youth ileader in
the program. I was sur® giad that I DECAMe Dart of the ANTP. It Malped me
tors 811 my negative feelings into somathing positive snd helpful,

Being 8 child wds not eesy either. I grev up in an ushappy. Mhurtfsl
savircRient. Family membars traated Be snd my Brother vish indifference
asd sowstimes: violence. It wasn't snusus! to de basted around just for de-
iny outside too 10n) Or standing the wrong wey. I felX I wes only thers for
tham o bleme And vEnt their anger on. I thought thet svery Child vas supposec
to DF srested that way.

1 vas alveys strong and had the wiil to fight, but I vas withdrewn. It took
8 ¥hils fOr Be tO come out Of my shall. It vag herd 20r me L0 ralats to papple
becsuse I dico’t think they would knov hov to handie gomeons with & bad famidy
1ife. 1 had resl lov sslf setees #nd adeolutely no confidence in mysslf or
my sbilities. T didn't 1¢ks being thet way. It Just ceme naturslly--pntiz
Sha tenth §7ade. When I Ddaceme part Of the AMTP ®y 1ife vee oSnly going to
g9t batter.

The ANTP {3 & Progrés for “st-risk youth®. RKids that heve femily struggles.
SEh0o) $Toubles or problORS Felsting to others. 8re considered for the progrems.
They ars in the Progrem to duild self-sstesn, to accomplish something. to fasl
geod About themselvas sn# most imPOrtant. po turn NEGITIVD exporiences ip the
Pest ioto sSFENgEh end resourcefulnsss in the futurs. Tha Progrem helps you
F8815%8 that Shess 1s hope in what seems 1iks 8 Dlssx futufe. It nelps ue
bring our redl ssives out is the open and grov 1ike ¥e vare istended to [ 141 22
confident sad heppy.

I have Deen 00 many sdvensure trips with ANTP lesders, Donna San Antonio and
Rolly Manoogian, ssch ons helping me Te vho ] s» todey. For the first sime
0 @y lite I resl wall put togather. ™e Ciret 1ong trip I took with the
ANTP was B 30 4By trip tO Nontsna- AlONg the way wa stopPed in various towns
to do COmBUNILY service projects and mest locel pacpie. Everyons ssemed to
teke &n interest in us. We siso spent tice BDackpacking snd vhite vater
Fafting in Glscisr Perx and visiting some of the famous Pleces in the DSA like
MisQaFs Falls end Nount Rushmore. ThiS vaS tha 8xperience of 8 lifstime and
sometiing reslly specisl for someons 1ixs Of vho hagd not baen saywhere.

Along the vay I vas lasarnisg sdout myssif and Nov to be & good youth
lssdez. I 1like the togethernsss yab gst on trips ¥hen the Dldsr teens snd the
younger ones can all reiste to ons Another. It ves & good faeling for me to
be ebls to he there for them vhen they nesded to telX or soseons to be with.

I felt 8 senss of accosplishment decause the younger kids fesl raslief to have
scmenne Not 00 BUCh QI4Er thds them vhO wnderetande whet they ore going through.

' S1¥)
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Just wanting to help younger Kids wasn't snough. Wa had o learn about
confidence. persvani feslings., what 80 &0 in o spicky stinatioo and how o
raiate tp kids vith a ssnse of responsidiiity. Sosetimes 1t was sough being
2 youth lsader dut it helped me %0 like WYseif and o bhave confidance ia
my abitities.

The program is successful not Only bDecause bhe sdulds ¥ho run S know
what they ers Soing, but 2180 Decause children who Dave been ignored too
long really want to change their lives. The ANTP koows what childrep nsed
and ghat's another reason why it is successfal.

Ry hope for childrsn to come ia thet they Decome s pricrity is our hesrts
and minde. Programs like the ANTP are pewdsd as an ootiet for ail she frustra-
tion they reel. I want for children to grov sp confident and hopeful. If
they have this hope they will alvays strive tO detter themssives. I would
1ixe %0 go to washington to 1et peopls there Knov that children nesd recognie~
tion. If we Gon't get the attention ve sre creving for it will be oo late.
¥e Lave L0 make ®veryone hear our ©ali for help. I want the Congress to knovw
that op ans coming youth nesd more than they are getting. 1. is not enough
S0 einply de alive. We wvent to be heslthy too.

BN D | '

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



E

Q

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JANE COX, ODYSSEY HOUSE, NAMPTON, N4

Cayssey house 13 & well structerso sar® Nume with jots
Ot BUPRArt ana Positive peer prassure. Tne age range.1a3 14
SC iS y®drs 0io. KiOs rub the house, CODk the medls s l@an
SNAE DEQ rooms , G0 tne JAMNRrY BCT. ..

The house runs by leveis , the first level 1s
SCEIMrSATRENT. HT TNiS level you nave absolutly no
rasponziditities , #x8pPT to f0l jownouse rules ang oo wnat
yur t0id. Tou have no privilages eitner {or exampie you can
NOX nava hairspray, makeup, Jeweiry, letters, picturss, sct.
in® resson for this 18 t0 110 Out who YOuU realy are . The
reason ther are nO jetters or calls from fsansly anc friencs
18 TO i®arn TO wOrk On SErictiy your selé , this laeve! last
7 TO i4 pays. to gt out ©F this level you neso to earn a
NHC a4 hAl 18 & group ware you PAGK a parson from each !aevel
to b® 1n the group. YOu prepare fo00 fOr these people ano
811 B1T 1N a9roup SETTINg ans tell Your Jlée story as far-
O4CX A% yOu Can rumamber until now. At tne snc tne pecpie
YOM PICNEE TO bR in the group oecioe wnether you shoule move
td the naxt level . One way to gistinsuisn tnis is 1 you
wara NoONEsSt ano proved that you were cammitec to changang
your 1ire anc trisc your best.
ine next leve! 1§ Jrasnman. At this level you gain more
respEonsibililties you -are to maxke® sure Ail Trasn Cans are
empTias and cisan , TO b a positive role model and to
intors a1l resioents when they ara wanted i1n acerta:in prace,
50 1t 4 ETarr MEMOSr wants$ Every one in tns houss to go to
the 1ivingroom tne +resh Dan O8RS room to room anc says
"NOUSE TO 1 AVINGrood’ . The sreshman privilagas are
NALTSPray, Make up , lettars from 1mmici1ate famiiy 2
1ammiTR0C 4 NERK SAME witn Calls tney Ara scraened oy a
Sanl0or or stary anc 3 < hour visit with parents,

Tne next level 1s sSophomore. Your responsidilit:es are,
to0 Of responsitie for sverything overall. This means ar!?
tr.angs guch as toliaet paper, toothorusnes, and clizaning
supplies. YOu are to kEep ail these things 31n a gasignaied
Cioset wnich 18 t0 be kept cliean at al)! times. You have to
ANSWEr PNONVS, Nak® sure the house 1s clean at all timas,
LaKke sSure the batnrooms are stockeo, and be responsidle sor
al1 rorms 1D tNHE faclliity. Friviiegan inctuae unlin ten
POSTErS and tapes, & racio, 3 pheone ceolls in and out, 3
izstters 1n anc out, ano two e:tra sets of clothes.

tne next Tevel 1s Junior. You are responsivie to run
tNe housa and maks sure SVvery one 1S ooing thair JOps. You
Are ateo a head of all Jobs arcund tha houss and You CO a
census run every nour, call of tne roie , adress tne room,
ANa TEacCn ang work with lower leveis. You neso to builo
Positave reliationsnips and GO tO &.a. the privilages are so
on NOMe passes, unlimited unscreened calls andg letters un
Pearec visits kitcnan pravilages puplic s=neoling arivers ed
4ng pass RONIY .

Tne iass 1evei 1n the NOUSR 1§ S#M1Oor. At tnis ievel
YOU Qane Prans TO 90 hode ©OFf to & fOSI@r care SapPanaing on
yaur BlTudatitny, Yyou NRave to @6T & JO0, CONTINMUE TO work on
POBITIVER F@IATICNSNIPE, YOur a110wdd €O &NG arounc
UIBCr@@neg esriancos, ANC gating priviieses.
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' pevore 3 Cema tO Coyssey I STArtec tO ush Orugs ano ¢
faterionpl every cay and acid and spesd 1 was 12 when 3
pecama Addictad 1 naver Canm hone At N1SNt 1 broke In
nouses To support ay haobit. I stole my dads car fought with
ny parents if 1 diont steal acar {4 hitchikeo I snhoptifted on
acaiily pacis . sdon as school started 1 was always getting
kickeo cut 1 had straight ¢¥’s . Thay too: me Dut Of .
SAINSLroaAn angd Put A2 in a emotionaly d.sturded class wich
happand to ba all sajes the Cliass haoa 10Ck up Cioset were
you 9o i¥ your Dad soon i got expelilad . the naxt year 3
want Dack tO the saventh grace sor the sscono tice and got
axpel g0 two KRONtns jater. then 1 was Satting arrested +or
SnoppiietaTI,Oreaking anc entering.

1 nave Dsen Az ocoyesay house for o sonths not only have §
oBen STral9ni w acnths 1 9o to a.a. ANd have founa Out wny 1
arinN ang Segun TO work on that. ways that 1 work on thac
13 ATTENOiINg tnerapy Qroup twiCe & wWeex 4.4. ONCE & wWaEx N0
Privats TNErapy ONCE A& WESK WOMANSE ANArENESS Group Dhce a
waax ANC taik tO A Stasf nexsDer when ever 1 need to. 1 have
now CECOme CIOSEF TLO Ay PArents Than i evar 1049in@c. whan'1
cane TO COYSSEy hOus® © PONths 490 3 was 1R SEVENLA Jraae
ARG 1 O13M°‘T KNow My time tables now 1°a a ‘reshman
sopnoacre in hign SCNoO! taking acvanced classes anc aiso
ANVaIVveC 1N the JCO cOrp. program, school newspaper,and
acagenics honor roil.because of odyssey housa 3 plan to move
on, Stay sSoper, §0 O colisge ano baconme & therapist or a

1anyer.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF VANESSA DONATELLY, ONION RIVER CROSS ROADS
GROUP HOME, VERMONT

Onion River Cross Roeds ir a Group Home for Displaced
youths. Soms people believe it is the youths fault or that
they are ths perpetrator for the dispiacement. That is not
so. Most youths have been physically, mentally,
emotionslly, and sexusily ebused, or they have problems in
schoo!f, in the community, et home, with peers, and with
euthority figures.

Jeff and Michele Bogus are certified Family Tescher from
both Easter Seals and Futher Fiannagan'e Boys Town. The
Bogus' sre very speciai people, who are willing to give of
themseives to work with youths who have baen negilected,
abandoned and abused. Together with their full time
assistant Suzenne Stone and their part time assistant, they
provide consistent love, care, and teaching. Family
Teachers act 88 “parents” for the youths in the:r care.
They use unique lcarning opportunities of the home and the
rural environmsnt to teach many skilis to their youths in a
way that is effective and enjoyable, The desirable outcome
for many youths is that they return home or go into an
independent living situation. In all cases, it is important
that the youth be given & chance to generniize the skills
and concepts he or she learns in the other setting. Homs
visits, parent training, and developing independent living
skiils ere used to effect a desirable outcome.

The program consists of seif government: learning
responsibility; leadership; snd fairness, = motivation
systea: the youths earn their reguiar or special privileges
by precticing secisl, maintenance, and academic skills, ss
youths de.onstrate higher levels of skilis, they progress
through different leveis of responsibility.

Onion River has haiped me iearn responsidbitity, seif-core,
spproprisate age sactivities, peer relations, seif-esteem, and
indspendent living skills. | believe in the Onion River
Cross Romds Group Home as a positive reinforcer. ] believe
that 1 wouid not have besn sble to be where 1 em now, living
on my vwn, being independent st my ags. I have grown s @
person, because of Jeff snd Michele Bogus. I have also
jearned to bond with parent figures, duve to their care, iove
and support.

I d0 not believe that Union River Cross Roads should change
in eny wey. 1 believe that any change in this particular
program will do more damage than geood. Because it is

iready the heelithiest environ t, that i b h
:r:.uo dor’ul.goop:: uo:kréaﬂoﬁ.gh‘ sta?fft ch:?io:‘ h:;‘

youths that move into that home have & fa:r shot Just like
the youths that have been there for a year or so. It is a
very comforteble aitustion considering thet it is a Group
Home, my opinion, it 1s the best. 1 am currentiy in the
Spectrum Independent Living Progrsm to fuifill my
independence appropriately.
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The pround fioor for the Rassn Unico School Tesn Issuss program was founded
by & coalition of thres Lsmoills county schools sod Hazen tnion, located in
Caledania county. Working with thass ares schools wers: The L73X toard, Taen
Pregnancy Task Force, 0ffice of Alcohol and Drug Abuse, and Foundars Hall.

Ths Tesn Awarsness Dsy occurred Zctober 4, 1389. Tsens from the schools
above chose two work shop pressntations that they wishad they could sttend. The
workshops offerad wers: AIDS, Caresr Pacision-Neking, Loving, Losing acd Latting
Go." Papa Don't Preach™ ~ & look at tesnage saxuality. patterns of family asbusa,
S8y Y8 Say DO PRST Pressures, Substance abuse pravantion ind teens talk about
suicide. Parents wers invited to attend later on during che day. The progras ran
from three P.m. to efght pP.m. Evalvations snd fesddack from this day and the many
contributors who balpad made the Tean Issues program in ths locsl schoole & reality.

Vith Tean lssuss rupsrvisor Tad Beery, The Hazen Unijon Tess Issuas program
crordineted 3 Drug, Alcobol Awarensss week from May 21-23, 1950. The group meste
weskly and discusses issuss that effect us and ov. peers. The meetings are very
{nformal snd almost appear to be a re) group st tioes. The meotings ars slvays a
lot of fun!

The eleven ssssnblies prasented that wesk wers: Roles in an Alcoholic Family,
14ving in an Age of Chsmics’ Dependsncy, 2 series of plays on a}lcohol abuse and peer
pressure, a panal of iomatss froe o local curractional canter talking candidly about
their sxperiences, snding with s guest. speaker from S.A.D.D.

The immediate response from this week vae s aignificant incresse in the group's
attendanca. Long term effects cannot bo calculated yet for the programs ic only enme
year ola.

Tesn lasues is wrking towards mesting Hazen's pesds and students’ needs by
providing a place wore peopls of all grads levels (7-12) can go and talk sbout any
topic thar concerna thes or somsone they know, Everything discussed in the group
remains 15 the group and 8 trust between the participants is form.. An additiopal
result of \ha program is the iocreae~{ svailsbility of information to teens and the
community. Thers {is a geceral feslsSng within the group that fasuas can bs discuseed
amd dealt with.

Q ’ 95
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PﬂEPlﬂEDSHITEHENT("EBONYIVANS.¥OUWHlﬂNDEiNMBAN!AJK”tSW.
CROIX, V1

The National “arxent's Rasocirce Inetituts for Drug Rducatien, Inc.,
vas foundad in Atlanta, Ceorgim, in 1977 and today offiars: a Comprehen-
sive range of drup Pravention programs and saIvices to parents, youthe,

snd compunity organizations and sducatore throughoct the Unites States
and nine other netions. FPRIDE offere intensive yoush training ;~ograme
¥nown ea Ancrica'e PRIDE,

PRIDE hne succemafully coppletad, or is currentiy fulfillinpg
contracts for the U. 8. Department of Bducetion, the U. 5. Informetion
Agency. the Agency for Internstional Devélopxent. the 0ffice for Sub-
etance Abues Prevention., the Arxy and other federal ager~iss. 1In Net-
working Amarice's communities againat drug abuse, FRIDZ has been at
the fore front for a dosen years. The PRIDE Retwork incl u'ee more
then 70,000 leadsre of tha anti-drug sovement throughout uhw nation,
Towvns and countries using the PRIDE Loamunity Nedel have shon that
adolescent Arug uedg® rates cen de lowersd by esacting souri and
systematic pravention and sducetion etrategise dases urn™ svaluation
and performancs.

The PRIDPE Ww.18 drug Conference is tha iargest gethering of
drug preventivi: mpecialiets in the worid.*

our virgin Telands FRIDE {a very uniqu: A Year 3ge. ve had our

Pride Retreat which $nciuded atudente f¥Yom St. Thomae anu St. Jobn.
Ve aiso had a group of treiners from the meinland. During that vaek-
~Q w3 Attunded several rlz and training sessione. Wa learned hovw
to MverCOBe PAST Preseure in our sfforte to liva e drug free 1ife.
PRIDY buiids up morality and integrity in » more poeitive kasaer.
During tr 3e training esesione, we leernsd hov to communicate DBy
deneing., einging end ecting vith our pesre and psrente. teachers.
brothere and sissere.

Since then. ous PRIDE group launched en anti-drug cempaign
carrying our no-.-go *SAY NO TO DRUOS, YXS TO LIPE* by performing
at clvie organization functiore. Our veekly mestings continued
and ve conducted our first Telant BRov whare Al: our FRIDE members,
through einging, Sencing ansd acting, Carrised the BasBegs by 1iving
a DRUO PREE LIPE. We tried to instili in our ££iends that there ie
sore to life than druge. Our organization das etrengthened our
EOral valuss. confidence. and assurence., by showing thRat in living
e drug free life, ve tan achisve. *Tomorrow will briag = better
pisce, a better me.® But thie can only happen by vorking toyether
tovards s bettar worid, WNe have to ehowv the childrsn of today thee
they sre our future, And that'e why it's up to ue to give tham »
brighter teomorr-ev.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF THAIREN GREENE, QUEEN LOUISE HONE FOR
CHILDREN, ST, CROIX, vi

Novambar, 1989, masked the B5th Annivarsity of the Ousen Ioulse home for
Childran, & mon-profit shelter astadiished in l9Dd to provida e leving, swoure
& {(ronsent for adumed and neglectsd children of §r, Croix, Virgin Jelands. B
island st that ctime had Desn colonissd Dy the Muropean country of Denmurk, and
Serious afforts were made to 2ddrsse conditions OF proverty and thair affsct on
childrsn. Those efforts continvad after the initsd ytatss porchased the Virgin
Ialancz in 1917, and as & pesult, hundreds. Perhaps thougands of sbusred and neglected
YOUth® have doen Noused ar the Quean louise Wome. If it were not for the services
rendered st the Nwe, these children's chanced of survival would dave Deen geversly
limited.

At the Dussn louime Bome today, childran still come to find & loving and securs
anvironment, & place whers thelsr asdiral and esotional needs can be met, Infants
are cared for around the clock in the Qussn Losiwe Some nursary, wbile older childran
live ip smell Tamily groups in cottages spraad eround tde sbady five-acre oampue.
A varfsty of educetional and recreaticnsl programs afe provided for the children
st svery age - the duilding dlocks thet Aelp thes lsarn and grow.

n §t, Crolx, V.8. Virgin Islands, there is & growing prodles of crack addiction
amonget child~bearing woman. As = result, many childran are Delng Ddorn zddicted
to crack and require special medical attsntion. Alxo, widespresd sduss and neplect
of childeen by their crack-addicted parants oftan lreds ocur local Departswnt of
Numan Services to intervens oo their bebalf. BNany of <hese ch.ldren are refsrred
to the Duesn Youise Nome, where thay stay in a shelters” =2.virmmant until guch
time ap they /cguire the axills te make it on thelr own.

e Ouean louiss Some 18 ong Of severs! programs spangorsd by the Lutheran
Social Services of the virgin falandsa. Other programe are Tesn Rotline, free ant
confidentia] counmelling for tesns in nsad, and Deaf Line, help and counselling
for the Amaring impatred. As & non-profit orgenization, fussn Louise Nome depands
on donaticns and voluntesrs to atay afloet. e Quesn Louise Eome hze worked hard
to develop & Jocal #ense Of pasrticipation and raspansidility whers our childran’s
#elfaze 18 conce/nad, A» » sasult, the list pf Sonosrs and woluntears from the
community iz andless. Nany high~schoo! related orgunisationa have voluntesred
to aseiet #t Oveen Louiss Rome in varfaty of activities dncluding working in the
nursery and #ftarnoon tutorial prograss,

Al of our afferts stas from our Ddelief A= #he children of our peessunis ),

A9 a¥ R NN [Patatle AtTANS OLUA. L AU TLDALN ML AL INET A DS otitar, fprnse,
children i1 their hour of need,

RIC  34-621 - 90 - 4
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MORIA PERRY, TEEN NOT LINE, RICHMOND, VA

The Fredericksburg Area Hot Linse has Just recently been
forutnate snough to open another phone lines called the Teen Hot
Line. As I had been working with thes Predericksdurg Area Hot Line
for slxost & year, I was able to devote part of my time to setting
up and anwering the Teen NHot Line.

The Teen Rot Line is the true esxanple of teens in the
community helping others of their age and I would 1iXe to explain
how it works. It consists of two separate parts; the teenagers who
provide their time and services and those who receive help.

All teenagers volunteering for this pregram must be ready to
give it their all. Any prospective volunteers sust firct attend an
interview to determine if they are responsible enocugh to dedicate
their time to this orgenizstion. The training consists of first
thirty hours of lecturss in a classroon setting and then sixteen
hours of observing listeners on the phone. The classes Ahu
observation sesions are both conducted partly by teenagers who aAre
already working with either Fredericksburg Area Hot Line or Teen
Hot Line. The tesn then becomes a full-fledged listener. Theme
listeners will gii- referrals or use a reflactive listening process
to help the teen in trouble to solve his or her problems. Listeners
do not give mpedical, spiritual, or legal advice; they just listen
and reflect back in more concise terms what the caller is trying
to express. When the problem is too specific for the listener,
then, as they have been trained, ha or she will refer the csller
to another community service which would be more able tc help.
After a call, I find that 1 usually run the gamut of py emotions
from feeling like a great help to worrying if the caller will
follow up on a referral.

The teenager who calls Teen Hot Lline will find the phone
answered by another teen willing to help them through their
Problems without telling them what to do. Because the Teen Hot Line
is a confidential and anonymcus service, the caller doas not nsed
to worry sbout being the brunt of cruel gossip and rumors. This
confidentiality allows the callers sore freedom to discuss their
problems. Hopefully, the caller will hang up the phone fesling more
confident and relieved.

Teens helping teens is what the FPredericksburg Area Teen Hot
Line is all about, The success of this progran depends on the
listener and the caller to take the initiative to solve the
problems facing the teenagers of this age. The Teen Hot Line
addresses any problems in a teenagers werld. If anyones should
understand our youth and their problerms, a listener on the Teen Hot
Line should. We have stepped out our own little worlds to dedicate
time teo helping others of our age.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF FRANCES CORNIEL, GOVERNOR'S PEER LEADERSMIP
COUNCIL, LAWRENCE, MA

1 repressnt the Governor's Feer Leadership Council, which is
a group of 32 pesr lsaders throughout Massachusstts who advocate
for peer programs aimed at preventing elcohol amd other drug
problems. Members of th2 council represent over 5000 peer
1saderswho ars active throughout the state, We are spoasored by
the Governors Alliance Against Drugs and the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health,

During the past three years the Governor's Peer Leadership
Council has worksd with peer programs locslly and regionally to
develop & strong statewide network of pesrs pPreventing substance
abuse. The Council publishes a newsletter, sponsors regional
meetings and legislativn days and supports the work of local
programs. Tle Council played s major role in planning the Fifth
Annual Statewide Peer Institute which provided an opportunity for
peers throughout the state to address common concerns and
formulate effective strategies for the prevention of drug/alcohol
ahuse.

Peer leadmrs are young people in schools and communities who
are trained in many different aress inCluding alcohol and other
drugs, AIDS, depression, suicide, dsting and sexuslity, eating
disorders, violence prevention, multicultural {ssues and children
of alcoholics. Peer leaders provide positive role models and
pducation for their poers and younger people in order to help
promote healthy behaviors among youths. Paer lesders serve the
community by presenting health educstion in Classrooms and
community settings. holding small group discussions. providing
big brother/big sister programs, staffing resource rooms,
presenting community awareness programs, and sdvocating for youth
concerns.

I am from Lawrence, a high risk city., and my peer leadership
program was started in 198§ as an after ScChool program which
focused on alcohol and drug abuse. Now it has changed
consideradbly. It i{s offered 8s two five credit courses and an
after school program ror freshmen only who have had peex
leadership in the middle school,

Peer leaders at Lawrence High are very effective because we
reveive 108 hours of intensive training. Our peer lesdership
proaram is involved in many different gronps throughout our
community. One of them is the C.0.A. group, which is children of
alcoholics. There are six C.0.A. groups in the middle schooils
which are led jointly by & peer leader and guidance counselor.
Because children of alcoholics are three times morve likely to
become alcoholics. these groups are essential in breaking the
cycle. We also have five peer leadership programs in the middle
schools themselves, each led dy a peer leader from my high school
and two teachers. Sixth and seventh graders arxe trained to go
into third and tourth grades to educate students about Arugs and
alcohol. Peer leaders in my school are also very active in
working in the D.A.R.E. program.

Peer leadership has been the greatest experience in my life.
1 have learned about myself and others. Peer leadership changes
lives, and mine is not the only one it has changed. The reason I
know peer leadership works is becsuse a fourteen year old boy
teld me that a pusher in the neighborhood tr.ad to sell him
drugs, and he said "no". Peer leadership has reduced the demand
for drugs, and that is success.

Q ' 949
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF RACNEL STANSBERY, YOUTH ACTION COMMITTEE,
W

jumping in to save another victim. Again, be pulled the purson to safety. As be was carching his
mmmmm;ngWMﬂxwu This time, howcves, instead of
man tumed and proceeded i

Jumping in to save the person, to walk up stream. The crowd man afrer him,
g:tﬁuswithh'nnmmymdl:clp. “How can turm your back on this situation?” they asked. The

's response, “T'm 100 tired to save anymaove ing victims. ] am going to go up stream and teach
those people how to swim”.

1 use this fable to illusrare a point: If we teach youth how to make good decisions early in life, the chances
of them “drowning” is decreased significantly.

Research consisiently indicates that young people with high sclf-esicem, positive life skills, snd &
suppartive environment gre much more productive members of their community. It's no mystery that
mie gravitate and bond with other people/groups thal make them foel good about themselves. The

erence between those young people who become assimilated as opposed to alienated to their
communily can be narmowed down to four feelings: belonging, status, competency and power = their

Frrs, belonging is the perception that a person is included by peaple they respect and are respected by in
return, youth jain street gangs and scouts for the very same reasons. Within lhcse#mups.young people
need to gain, the second feeling stanis, a recognition of their existence and their efforts. Thirdly, young
peopic need skills and opportunities and the competence 1o test their abilitites. This fosters the confidence
they will aeed to camy out their responsibilities as adults. Last, but not least, youth need a feehng of

;n m power over others, but 8 power within themaclves to nake decisions which have a positive

These four “frelings criteria™ are necessary components in belping youth build 2 state or bond with their
families, communitics and country. This bonding serves to then facilitate those behaviors found in
respoasible citizens. 1 sepresent a of youth calied the Youth Action Committee (YAC). hisa
Prevention Program by Yout Shelter Serviees, Inc., which encourages and belps youth
enhance these four feclings.

Our mejor project has been the wricing and editing of the Youth Rights and Reponsibitities Handbook. By
warking with judges, legislators and lawyers, we researched and compiled *he informanon needed for
young people in Jows 10 make informed and responsible decisions.

As with all sound prevention programs, this project was both 2 process and » product. The product was
the 10,000 books distributed to youth throughout fowa. But it was in the process that we - committee
members - found ourse!ves the proud owners of the four feelings mentioned earlier.

My goal today is 1o encoursge you to help other youth experience this prevention gwcss Prevention is
5ot just one nrogram for any one group, of youth it s found in many fonms. It is Campfire, hot lunches,
and quatity daycare. Prevention is 20 children in a classroom, nat 30. Prevention is early educstion sbout
substance abuse. Aids and civic responsibility. Prevention is allowing cvery young person the
opportunity to become & productive and contributing member of soceity. ention is providing the
structure to grow and develop inio capsble coping adults. Prevention is not & fabdle, it is also not free. It
cestainly can't cost us anymore, however, than overcrowded prisons, weifare rolls. and the Jives and
prodoctivity Jost to substance abuse.

1 encourage you to Jook at the big picture in which ion is » key piece of the puzzle. Of course,
there will always be & few who drown, but these numbers will be fewer if we only make the investmert of
the time and money it takes 1o teach young people 10 swim.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JENNIFER LYONS, DOLLAR-A-DAY PROGRAM,
WATERLOO, IA

I am a teen mother &nd I reprasent the Dollar-A-Day
program in Waterloo, Iowa. Dollar-A-Day is designed
specifically to help girls like me, and it has been very
successful. There are approximately twelve (12) girls
enrolled who all began before or at the age of sixtealn.
All are at high risk for an additional pregnancy, so this
program utilizes positive pesr pressure to its advantage.
Once sach week at an hourly meeting you receive your saven
dollars and 8 lot of helpful support. Ssee, if you were to
become pregnant again, membarship ends automatically.
There aren’t any pregnancy tests just trust, it's based
wheolly on honesty

I believe the reason the Dollar-A-Day program is
successful is because all of it's attention is focused on
prevention of another pregnancy during adolescence. There
are fow reqQuiremerits, with the progranm daing very informal
and non-threatening to the teenage mother. The progran’s
success is not based on the money alone. A lot of these
girls don'’t have many chances to be with other girls their
age, so this hour is something for them to leook forward to
sach wesek. The Dollar-A-Day program helps them to mature
emotionally, promotes easy access to the health care system
and community resources, and gives them the opportunity to
remain in school.

- il In sumpary, the DPollar-A-Day program has bsen sxactly
what I've needed deing a teonage mother. I've also
witnessed the program's effect on the othar teenage mothers
in the Waterloo community. Knowing that this program is in
it's initial stages, and obsexving it’'s success's so soon,
leads me to believe the potential it has is abundant. The
Dollar-A-Day program within \he Waterloc community is doing
it's part in combating multiple teenags pregnancies.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF RAYMOND BANKS, YOUTH HOMES OF MID-AMERICA,
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DES MOINES, 1A

Youth Homes of Mid America is a non-profit youth services agency
located in Des Moines, Iowa. The &gency was founded 4n 1943 dby Hobdort
&#nd Alta Ross, as & residential treatment facility for adolescents.

Youth Homes began with one building but currently consists of one
residential treatment campus msde up of 4 cottages and ¢ group
home plscesents, "

Youth are referred to the agency by their social workers. The aRency
then .akes subjective decisions dbased on the youths social history,
past behaviors and attitudes and how well they would probadly fir
vith the established group. The agency has no rigid guidelines on
sccepting youth and has worked with everyone from foster children to
purderers.

Youth Homes of Mid America has no msgical formula for helping youth.
What it does have is the basic fact that the people who influence
vouth the most are the ones whe work with them the most. As 8 result
of this the youth homes agencY has historically invested in the very
dest online workers. It is these workers that have been the cause of
the continued success of youth homes of mid-america, The youth homes
have made 8 point of trusting the input of these workers and knowing
that their ability to role model s 8 major influence on the youth.

Unfortunately things are not as good as they seem on the surface. A
resident counselor at youth homerc {s paid less than a garbage
collector even though youth homes employees are better paid than any
other agency in the state. We pay people more to tske care of our
livestock than we do to tgke care of our children in need. This §s a
direct result of a complete lack of comitment and funding on the

part of the government. Children are the future of our nation, by
this lack of commitwent the Bovernment {s saying that it does not care
sbout our children and subsequently that {t does not care about our
future.

-There are only two things sn agency needs to be successful, One is the

highest quality on-line workers and resident counselors they can find.
it is these people who will make the difference in @ childs life.

The second is an agency oust have adequate financial support, without

proper finances the youth can not get the help they need and deserve.

In closing I want to emphasfze the fact that there is no one plan or
program that helps youth more than any other. What ultinately is the
reason for & childs success in any program is the abiliry of the on-line-
vorkers to role model and teach the youth.
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FREPARED STATEMENT OF TRYGVE THRONTVELT, DRUG ABUSE RESISTANCE
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EDUCATION, ST. PAUL, MN
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what cdoes it mean to »you?

Te be poid. To have covrdQe. To face
the chaltenge. TRese are the
attributes a person needs to resist
grugs. We a3 children need t dare to
face the Chatisnges our wocCiety
presents to use,

‘In an urban setting children bhave
to teal with atress cue to all the
diffarent aspects OF Living In a dig
City, There are racial and social
clavs o fferences, income Tevels are
many AnGS var:ec, angd ths haves and
have~note are very guident whilse
walking down the city street. The
mecia flashee images of simple QLJECtS
that have pesome ymbole of $tatus and
power. AlY of this !o;dc to crime gno
:nrruptrog and above all, drug abuse.

FMore AnG more, today s urped
Ehiloren are facing greater and greater
pressvres, nct only to use drugs, but
to tie pRCavses O¢ drugs, ¢ sreal
becausr oF drugs, even te kil Lécauss
04 druge. Alchono! fas become tre

number cne xiller Inm the !, €., ana the
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diseasr Cud to ciparsttes is
staggering. Lo*s pé risks, Many
shailengew.

There are nany factors that
contribute to ¢hildren Qelting involuved
with gruQe; lordiness, low seld-gsteem,
Qifsicylties ir schoo!, abusive
parents, anc parents who une drugs.
Ancther, mayDe even the Diggest
cortr ioder, 11 pesr pressure. When
childfren with low self ssteem, anc who
have foung no strength within
themsslves or no support groups from
wrttout are faced with peer pressure to
uss grugs, thery may easily succumbd,
This 1t why we need to build sels
estesm, Nappiness, and A& sanie af
BRLur ity 15 chetdren., 1 am happy te
sAy there ars programs such o8
L'.A.F.E., DRUC ABUSE RES]STANCE
EDUCAT&D%-un:ca help In th:s task,
Frograms such as this sheL' 2 5«
supanded te redch all enilidrem. The
wCrid's grug problem nae to be resclved
anolrops peopie will have the courags
to Cire o sel Lthings right. After

kil, 1t may mave & €N11878 Yido.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF STEPHANIE WANDENBERG, PEEH COUNSEUNG,
BALTIMORE, MD

Growing up in today's world is difficult. It requires a
great deal of emotional stability and strength. As we all know,
many of us do not have the emotional stability. More than
lixely, we need someone 1o help us out, since we have the .eady
access of drugs and alcohol, split up families and competition
for college. Teenagers are under a 1ot of stress and often need
help with these problems.

I have been a peer vounselor at Perry Hall for one year.

Our peer counscling program is a very effective way to reach out
and help troubled teenr., There are about fifty peer counselors
at Perry Hall., We meet in small groups each week for training
sessions. In these sessions we learn how to communicate more
efficientiy, listen closely, and be open with oor feelings. We
have b~en trained in grief counseling, suicide, awareness of drug
and alcohol abuse, date rape and other problens facing teenagers
such as male-female relationships.

A primary reason why our program is so successful is that
teens really talk to their peers. We, as per. counselors, are
trained to reach out beyond our own prer group to others who seem
troubled. The peer counselors are selected by peers and faculty.
This way, we know that they are open manded and will not scare
other students. Peer counseling addresses the need of having
someone there to talk to that will be objective. As peer
counselors we help by giving teenagers options to pick from. We
provide alternatives along with a different perspective and
positive reinforcement. it helps instill security and provides
an extension of the Luidance Department. A peer counselor
usually turns out to be a friend.

Peer counselors usually know the other prer you are havina
problems with and have heard both sides of the situation. This
could help you out a great deal. Or maybe they have already
dealt with a problem you are a going throungh. If they have dealt
with it, they could explain to you how they coped through the
sttuation and the outcome. Peer counsceling enables students to
come to someone of their own age to help them through a rough
stage in their lives.

Peer counseling has been very rewarding to me. It has
taught me to listen carefully and watch your body languuge. As a
friend and a peer counselor, I feel as if 1 have helped out many
of my friends. 1 hope that in my last year of peer counseling, 1
am able to help other peers. Peer counseling has helped me ocut a
lot with dealing with the death of a best friend of mine,

Talking to others helprd me see that 1 am not the only one with
these hurt feelings.

1 am really looking forward to my trip to Washington. 1
forl as though I will gain a Jot. With more knowledge, 1 can
help more peers,
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COLLEGE, WICHITA, KS

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JOCELYN JACKSON, KANSAS TEEN LEADER
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CHRISTIANA BRATIOTIS, PEER ASSISTANTS GROUP,
BPARKS, NV

at TR SBriy BETavg ©F 1BBE, | unCiv@rel ef 80 L.I.B v @
neZion: PubliiCETACr ADCUT taf FAtUTA. MNE.DE“E ~FrofT b in tThi
BLtE ©F WARNIMEICr. RE @ NI SENCT] frefimar, o UROSURLOOS
INE STEAT nRET FOr RLB SyRs OF progren. insc.rec Oy The
suctoess ©f tNe Naturd: HRIDEYS 1F rIP- 8R0S #Cr 28X TRE
LUr:tec SteseE, & 3DD'CRACNEC M COUrSRIC BFE Dréipcse: #
Sikie8" PERr NRIP.NG DIOE &% DE IAETITLIRE 8T L BOENCC L.
RITH tie SupDOrt arnt THE Enthuliash o©f Cu> prain’ .pa.. tnHs
COUrd®.IN; DRRSrINRILG, 81 INE “BCUlS)., . wax L@nt & &
reaprapartarive >f Keec High Behocl tc the &nc annual Neticre!l
Fep helpers Aascciataicn Cornfererce Nels ar Ford Collawms.
LCojorane thet surmer. [ was the orly OeRiepete Tron tNE mEtats
cf Nevats 11 ATIENCAINCE.

Tog Eont®rance Gove M DRITE®- i Svmatior ardu! the
sAriout tYDEE <f pee- Relpang & aliut tPNE aonf lSETITS
affecta 3t has on THOBE irwvolvlc. i° Farerts. pr:ests,
CLuUraSiors. Ang tRACNE-S &rEn't Mexiv] The CCrn@eltacne. ther,
TNRE ODVIOUE BOIMTIOr 1§ 3O USE whAT AlTREON wWOrki-HiCs. MiCE
T&lr B XiOB. HAOE laster tS MASS. MOST ampOortantly. f.Cs
~REPONE T OthEr k1oOK.

: LORAr, wOrN Or REALIIENING Our PEer hglpe-s O\
coserving the needs of the stugernts of my high scrocl.
LorBulting ther, with the faculty ant the SUIMINISTrel :cr. &
CiveItor fon Cur Prograr todr STRZE.  LYirg DeEecx - ¢
2 805a3y £ AJPrESEIVE OUITEBACT DroQvesE 318 IR ToUrSATA.r O°
TrE FEOC mPr Eoncc! Fesr AERIRLArTE Becur.

“ne BucCest Anc STALIitY &fF My Joperazetior cd- D
SIIVISULES TS thE COontanume SuPpors &f INE SOMINISETatICr ArC
TNRR *AIuiss. MAvIND & ORIICALEL ACVIEOY, WNC I8 By mxCallmrs
re.e mIORL, Qives strangth to our e#fforta. The comclesior. of
& BINTERN wEek traininpg progras offeret by Commmunity KRurawdy
Youth Services pProvides NECESEArY COMRUNRICAtIOn and humar,
relations skills. Essential to our propress is the student's
involvement in planning, i1splawenting, and sxecuting each
Feer Assistant project. NWe strive to provide & "no pressure”
snvironment. QOur pgroup functions on an “on-call"™ basis and
Faer Assistants are always available. Hiphliphting our
succese 18 Networking. Networking is an intsrconnecting
system betwesn students, and batwesn students and faculty.
NetwOorking Drovides a ripple affect that §is the safepuard
against nepative situations ir cur school. Extending the

- Networking process, we have begun tc assimilate students whom

Foer Asssatants nave atcec. Tnis lenpthens and op=ns our
cenanrels of communicatior. Ry & result. we have bdonded
TOwBTa our comMmon poal, "hids helping hags '™

The Resc Hiph Schocl Peer Resistarts Program 18 sulti-
facered, and includes a New Student Drientation Frogram,
involvanent in Nellness Week, Buddy Program for Rt Risk
students, aiding the counmasling department in dasling with
potential tesrn suiciges, raising our own support funds, and
acnating gifts to Committes to Rid Abused Women. Our program
wi1ll be snhanced this ysar with the addition of 8 Walk-In
Inforwmation Center.

Out of my concern for and realszation of the wide—spread
strugiles that face Amsrican youth today, I have accepted the
challenge of dealing with my peers. | have mat this
challenge by establishing the Reed High Scheel Peer
Assistants Center,

Q s C I
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF PAUL E. GARCIA, AIC PROGRAM, DENVER, CO

1, Faul K. Garcia, will descridbe what tha AIC progras is, what

4id for me and why it is successful. It will also consist of
of oy ideas why 1 think the program works.
AIC £ a woluntary community based preogram for youths sixteen
older. The program fi-st starts you Out on an outward bound
rsonai Challenge trip. Every student bas to go through an outward
nd tTip in order to be in the program. AIC helps students
nieve @& lot of goals such as schieving & GED and raceiving
ational training. All of the AIC studsnts attend prug/Alcohol
oups along with anger control groups. All studants have to earn
sr privileges such as going to school or work, doing chores and
aying drug and alcohol frees along with no AWOLs. All of these
d up to home passes.

MIC really did a lot for me mind wise. 1 understand a lot
s about being an adult and responaibility. When 1 w3 at AIC, I
osplished a lot of my goals, some of those goals were achieving
GED and getting off drugs. I rasesder when ! wasn’t getting
thing accosplished, I would alvays be getting stoned or drunk, I
1d miss & lot of work of school because ©of a hangover or some
er excuses just to get high. AIC turned all of that around for
. They taught me how to take control of gy life and they gave pe
jot of sncouragesant that [ never had bafore. 1 find pyself a lot
e motivated 4in doing things, like holding down a job and handling
money wisely. I always knew life wasn't going to be esasy but AIf
® = realize it. They taught me to do things for myself and to
the best at whatever I do. AIC also taught me to reach out for
1p i 1 ever need it, Whether it's drugs or Just problsess, I feel
eed to get out Decause it starts to make you crazy if you bhold {t

inside. They taught wme to trust. I feel now I heve a future
nks 0 AIC.

AIC is successful in many ways: they help people who help
mselver, aven the students that don’t realize they need help.
Y respect all students as adults and try to push them to the best

their abilities, You do things you thought you could never do
® Carrying a heavy backpack over mountains and through valleys
le realizing you're really doing it without stealing or getting
O trowble. it‘s & fun, hard accomplishment learning how to
llenge and pushing your own weight, doing things you never did
ore such as caving and rappeling and sitting op fourtsen thousand
t peaks, The greatest feeling is you worked really hard and
?Od yourself to the limits, you feel you can do anything. Once
E® st the home, they make You feel Your part of the family
#uUS® they really do care. For instance, when You have a problem
€an  feel comfortable to sit down with one staff and discuss it
get out your feslings. AIC really help students accept
Sonsxbility such as making sure thsy get to &chool on time,
x:ﬂq down a job and keeping them drug and alcohel fres. AIC

Y has a grest staff because all of the staff are there for the
®nts, but it's all up to the students whether or not they want
4cCept and appreciate the staffs help and that is whether it's
hunting, eaucational skills or just even to sit down for advice.
ndfhc AIC program really does work. It helped me turn my life
t1 along with others as well, from the outward bound trip to

g discharged. AIC is one of the best things that has ever
N8 to we in doing sowething positive with my life,
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JEFF KOGUE, ARKANSAS GOVERNOR'S SCNOOL,
PINE SLUFF, AR

ATKANPAS Governor's Schoo! 18 & S1X-wpek DroSram that SNCOUrages

sdants to Btudy accelerated concepta in their psrticular ares of talent

nd to leArn to ume critical thinking to analyze difficult socia) ang
philosophics) iasues. Four hundred of the atate’s woat gifted juniors
participats in a varisty of activitias designad to be thought provoking anc
at tines Tisturbing. By tsclating the unigue anc intentionally varied
student dody 1n an intellectual environment, a Utopia fs created in which
the only sxpectation placed on stucents 18 mature individual thought. Tns
curriculum 1s givided {nto thrse Arssas.

Area 1 18 the name for the class periods which focus on the particulsr
subject 1n which the atudsnt excels. LUnlike the formal school snvironment,
there ars nNO NOMEwOrx assignments Or tasts, And teachers encourapgs students
to chailengs tha f1gees they preasent. The cONCeptsa coversd are often compls
and challenging. For example, natural ecience classas sxplore the
isplications of spsce-time dilation ang the ethice of modern DIOloPy while
chorel music classes Perform sdatract pIecas that involve randos rhythma ar:
popping sound effacts.

Arga 2 1o & forum that combinec sociology, philosophy, and Jiscusaion
angd dedate to gavelop critical thinking skills. One of the first questions
Presentsd to Arkansas Governor's school students In Arse 2 1s: "What fs
real1?" Is the Chair you sre sitting on resi? If tne cheir s blus, can yo.
Prove that dlus sx18ts? What about Pecple who ar® color-dling? Evantually
Stucdents reslize that the reality is based on each individusl’s parception
of objiscts around then, If this concept s adeptsd to 10088, OnNe finds the:
truth 13 besec On an incividual's perception of an Yesus. Students who
accept thie view soon realite that no person can be atsolutely “right* or
“wrong® 1n thetr opinions or baliefs. Whils this may not edund 11ke an
sartheheking concePt, 1t asts the stage for students to challengs each
other’s views on Controversisl fsguss without ALTACKING or “putting down"
oNe another. It ts 1MPortant Lo rememboer that many students come from
1sclated communities whars Ons anc only one Derception has ever deen
introduced. The topics that arise include reciam. morslity, and religion.
No fsave 15 off-Iimite st Governor'as schoct, 80 svery atudent has the
opportunity to sse cONPletely ODPOSits sides Of fssule CONsidsrad tadoo n
most environments. Thus, students can weigh the srpuments on sech aids, sr
creata informecd individus! perceptions.

A populsr Quote On campus 18: “Area 2 takes you apart, dut Ares 3 put
you back together agein.” Ares 3 Oiscusser Freud and Jung Dut often -«
8imPly & forum for etudents to frankly sxpress their emotions.
Confioentiality 1 & ground ruls Of the cCises. 0 tears ancd hugs pften
result,

Arkansas Governor's School 1e not & “gifted suswrr ¢amo,.” Intellipancs
i not the only prersquisits and fun 18 not the Primury goal, In fact, the
MOVias BNU SD8SkersS sre Mesnt to fnepirs thought, mot to entertatn. Of
COUrSe, the Crestive etudente use the anple free tire 10 enjor themselves
thoroughty, Whilts playing $n mud pudtdies and Sancing ¢n the rein, I made
11fe-Tong friends who remsin closes” to Wy hesrt. The indescribsbls
closeness of Governor’e School friendships can only be compreshendsd
by observing while students snd feculty 8like get together efter tne closir
CONVOCELion to cry end embrace one last tine.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF PHYLISHA KING, CORNERSTONE PROJ
OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED, AND NEW FUTURES FOR LITTLE ROCK YOUTI

ROCK YOUTH
LITTLE ROCK, AR Y ’

My name is Phylisha Ring. I am 14 ywars old and ap in the
sth grade at Forest Beights Junior #igh School. I would like to
tell you about thrae programs I participated in recently.

The first progran is called Tha CornersStone Projact. This
project is fun in mapy ways. I think it helps childran stay out
of trouble when they get out of school. The CornerStons Prolject
is an agfter-school program, which has a special time set out to go
to tutoring. In tutoring, the Counselors help you to do any
homawork that You have. CornarStone is a lesrning axparience. It
offers classes that help You learn more about the world and also
sveryday living. I would recommend that anyone, who had the
chance, to be in this program to take the offaer.

The sacond progranm is called Youth Opportunities Unlimited
{¥.0.U.). This is 2 sumper program. I would say that this
progran is scmething like going on vacation. You get avay from
home for 8 1/2 wesks. A bus takss you to a college campus. At
the collega, you bagin your vacstion. During the 8 1/2 weaks, you
4o fun and somewhat Not-so-fun thi . You go tn different
places 1ixe Magic Springs, Mid America Mussum and Six Flags Ovar
Texas. During the weekdsys, for 4 hours, you go to school and
work. You gst paid to go to work and you get credits, toward
graduation, for going to school. The best part sbout this program
is that you get a scholarship for coliege. I think this progras
was interssting and vorthwhile.

The last, but not least, program is New Futures for Little
Rock Youth. In this program, youths have a spscial person called
a Youth Specialist who helps them from the grads they are in (7 or
10) throughout gradustion. The Youth Specialist helps you te do
guod in school. This is my 3rd year having a Youth Specialist and
I believe that my Youth Specialist has helped xe a lot throughout
school.

I have told you about the 3 prograps I am in., I would recommend

anyone, who is willing to be in one of the programs, to go. You
will have fun and benefit grestly.

111.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ANDREW GORDON McGINNIS, SMART MOVES
PROGRAM, HUNTINGTON, WV

SMART MOVES is a program, sponsored by the Boys Clubs
of Huntington, West Virginis, to prevent the use of drugs
and alcohol and teenage pregnancy. As a member of the
Boys Clubs, I was selected to be a SMART NOVES Peer Leader.

SMART MOVES was introduced at Camp Pritchard, the Boys
Clubs® of Huntington three week resident camp, to over
three hundred Boys Clubs members, ages six through eighteen.
The program is designed to reduce young people’s vulnerability
to drug use, alcohol use, and sexual involvement by

...teaching them to resist peer, social, and medis
pressures, ..

«+.improving their ability to make decisions, cope with
stress, and to communicate...

-..giving them accurate information about alcohol and
other drugs, and about adolescent sexuality...

At Camp Pritchard, I used the skills I was taught,
at the first training retreat entitled Be SMART, to help
teach and supervise the campers in the SMART MOVES class.
Not only did I receive experience in teaching the different
techniques that I had learned, but I also saw that the
SMART MOVES program was making a lasting impression on the

campers.

My next SMART MOVES effort came gt the Start SMART
retreat for boys and girls, ages ten through twelve. This
was & weekend retreat held ar a local hotel. Ten sessions
were held within the retreat including sessions on “Good"
vs. "Bad" Drugs, Consequences of Drug Use, Puberty Changes,
A Friend Means..., Ways of Saying "No", Dispelling Myths,
Media Influences: Good and Bad, and Creating Commercials.
The next retreat was for boys and girls, ages thirteen
through fifteen, and was called Stay SMART.

After attending these two retreats, I have observed
noticeable changes in two areas. First, I see Boys Clubs
members are getting smarter and are quitting drugs or are
completely staying away from drugs. The second change
is that alcohol and drug use and adolescent pregnancies
are increasing at my school. I know that this would not
be the case, if they could be involved in the SMART MOVES
program.

The SMART MOVES program and the Boys Clubs of Huntington
has changed the way I look at life. X bdelieve it is the
best way to “"beat the streets".
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF WINNETTA ALON EVANS, SMART MOVES PROGRAM,
HUNTINGTON, WV

SMART NOVES is a program designed to teach young people
how to deal with the pressures involved in "Saying No" to
alcohol and drug use and the prevention of teensge pPregnancy.
The boys and girls, who participate in SMART MOVES, are
taught how to handle these pressures and feel good about
*Saying No”.

Ideals and beliefs have been developed in all of us
through SMART MOVES. Those ideals and beliefs have encouraged
us to overcome peer pressures and to reach for our goals.

Before SMART MOVES, youth like myself, did not have the
training needed to overcome the pressures in everyday life.
SMART MOVES counselors always succeed in helging ¥You to
believe that you do not have to prove yourself to anyone
and ask only that you do the best You can.

SMART MOVES has given me the ability to make the right
decisions and has taught me how to communicate with my peers,
Most importantly, I have learned to cope with the pressures
of my peers which are associated with teenage pregnency
and the use of alcohol and drugs.

The Stay SMART weekend retreat, that I attended, put
me into a gituation, where I was with counselors I could
trust. The retreat was held at a West Virginia State Park,
and I found that having the opportunity to be away from the
pressures and problems of everyday life gave me & brand new
outlook on life. Before attending the retreat, I had probiems
dealing with my peers and communicating with my parents.
The skills I learnmed at this retrest have aided me in dealing
with these problems.

As a youth in need of guidance, I finished the weekend
thinking straight and with the right attitude. I know
now that "Saying No Is One SMART MOVE".
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MARY JANE BOWLES, ACTION YOUTH CARE,
PRINCETON, WV

My pame is Miry Jans Bowles, and I am fourteen ysars old.
I have lived in thres foster homss (two Action Youth Cars apd
ope regular Department of Human Services) and one shelter. I
ussé to live with my Moth~r and Billy C., her doyfriend. I was
molested starting the the third grade, until the slxth grade,
vhen I was taken out of the home.

In the futurs I want to graduate from high school and
then go to 8 good college t0 de an accountant, work wt thatl
& couple of years, and then go back and decome & lawyer. I
want to adopt two children and raise thea in the dest Christian
environment, with & lot of love I know I can provids.

Action Youth Care has helped me with my life by pidcing
pe with loving, oaring, kind, and patient families who have
supported and gEulded me in ways that make me feel better abdout
myself and others around me. AYC has forced me to go to those
dumbd but helpful groups that they have oo various topies that
teach me things I need to know in life. AYC has helped me get
the approval to spend more time with my biological family, and
the right to have private telephone conversations with them.
Our AYC worker msets with me and my Primery Treatsoent Parents
on » regular dasis to talk adout tLings that need talked adout,
they have staff and famlilies who really care adout us, and
they help us deal and cope With prodlems and find bdetter
polutions to thom ag they @&rise. Action Youth Care has helped
E¢ by doing the‘r jobs, plus my Department of Human Service
wvorker's jod in many matters, including my adoption.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF LATRISMA KIRBY, SALVATION ARMY WHITE SHIELD
CENTER FOR TEEN MONS, PORTLAND, OR

The progras I represent is the Sslvation Armay White
Shield Coenter for young Teen Moas. This progras is designed
to help Teen Moms learn nc' and better ways of parenting
their children. While we are here, we also mttend parsnting
clnsses snd group tharaspy to dsal with frustretions snd
-probleass of the past which sight interfsre with our lives
todsy mnd psranting skills.

During uy stay here st Nhite Shield, I have lesrned new
ways to get along in the mocisty of today. We have a sroup
here ealled Positive Peer Cuiture. In this Sroup we lesrn
to econfront our peers and role model in = healthy way, sven
when expressing snger. This sroup also hslps to tesch us te
identify with resl feelings, instesd of sasking then. We
siso Mave 8 sex sbuse group to des)l with feelings of vie-
tisizstion sand snother sroup cslled Adolescent Children of
Aleoholios or dysfunctional fssilies. This group helps us
tdentify heslthy and unhealthy relationships, snd gives us a
chance to gst support and understanding for esotionsl and
physical abuse. In the parenting classes, they have taught
we new ways of psrenting. For exsmple, we lesrn how to
discipline by using time-out. In this cless, we also learn
sbout good socimlizing skills to use with our cshildren teo
sake our bonds much stronger. We are slsc offersd first aid
techniques in this class.

With all that we learn here abrut parenting snd our
issues, we ail should be grest leaders for the future. 5S¢

should our children,

115




110
PREPARED STATEMENY OF PERRY DRUG FREE
H :osmo;&s, PROGRAM, ROTA,

The Rota High School Drug Free program is a many faceted
program involving peer counseling sessions, awards day presen-
tations to the community and guests lectures. At the core of
the program is a one day school assembly. The students conceive
Plan, and execute a wide wvariety of activities which are inten-
d:dlto engage the students in inking about a drug free life-
style.

Students need to be heard. One of the biggest problems
we face is the student's perception that no one listens to
them. Our program involves the use of a student survey. This
survey is conducted anonomously prior to the assembly to have
details and accurate information on current local problems
involving drugs. Jonditions in the school environment can
change rapidly. Letting the students speak out openly, through
the use of the survey, allows us to stay current on what the
students perceive as problems. This also gives the students
a sense of control over what is done at the school.

Another important aspect of the program is the use of
peer encounter groups. After the morning sessions, which
involve a multidisciplin array of activities including,
dramatic skits, games, music, and up-dated scientific lectures
the sptudents are divided up into groups and encouraged to
openly discuss rug problems and solutions. At the end of the
day group findings are presented back to the main assembly by
student leaders.

The program works for three reasons. First, it is fun.
The skits, music and games give the assembly an air of positive
energy. Second, it is scientifically accurate. Students re-
search and present the latest information available on the
drug problem, both on the medical and social levels  Third,
and most importantly, this program is successful b _ause it
is produced by and for the students, This is not just another
day of adults lecturing children. Rather it is responsible
young adults planning and realizing a drug free lifestyle.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ANN SHAL DRUG FREE TASK FORCE, SAIPAN, NP

One big program in the CNMI Is alcohol abuse, even among teenagers.
In five to soven years, Tinian will bo well known because of the huge
gambling casinos which are planned. Than, another big problem may well
be an increase in drug use.

So, o help people here 1o say "NO™ to drugs and to keep our problems
from getting worst, we must inform people, especially students, about the
danger of drugs. Ws must continue to receive funds for information,
conferences, workshops, classroom skits, and awareness contests related
to drugs and aicohol, such as we had in our school in the past.

in April '89 two students from our schoo! attended a drug free
conference in Saipan. In Sept. ‘BY ten students attended another for 3
days. We were impressed] Those who attended, and othsrs, had after
school drug awareness activitios. We prepared programs 10 share what we
had leamed with our schoolmates.

Our task force sponsored a day long drug awareness day for all the
high schoo! students. Students pPut on various skits and informations
games. We had guest speakers. Ons of our speakers is 8 prisoner here in
Tinian. He toid us how aicohol “heiped him end up In jail.” That
speaker got svery student's atlention.

To me, that dav was worth it because it changed some students
reactions and al...des towards drups and alcohol, just like the
conferences on Saipan did for those who went.

So. Drug Awareness Day, or Week, or all yeai activities are really
worth it. Please help us continue. Thasrk you for your attention and
concern.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SHERRIE B. SAN NICOLAS, STUDENTS SELF-ESTEE
PROGRAM, SAIPAN, NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS "

Ywo eckicational pPrograms that I can relate to as very successful
learning experiences for students of all ages that can truly be
said as prograss that work would have to be the Students
self-Esteen Program and the Drug-Free Club Organizestion.

The Students Self-Estess Program sducates on mhat are positive
and negative self-estesr. enadles students on how to gain and
maintain & positive self-esteen, illustrstes the causes and
effacts of pomitive and negative selif-esteen,

Nhen I first Joined the Students Self-Esteesn Program almost over
& year apo, 1 thought I already understood what self-sstesm was
and what it meant. But I learned later on that it has much to do
with my personal opinion, thinking and also sy rsactions towards
certain types of criticism. It helpad me to believe wmore in
myself which led me Lo becoss a meambsr of the DPrup-Fres Club
Orpanization or Tesk Force as we cal}l it

The Drug-Free Club Orgsnization is basically a group of tesnagers
comprising with acults such as tsachers, counselors. parente,
pelice officers, sttorneys. congressmen, health educators, and
other msambers of our society sesking some solutions to help
dot;.!!' the tesenage drug problems that we must face in today's
society.

In this organization we lsarned about the facts on drug use and
abuse by prexentations from the health sducstors, police
officers, counselors ane others whe deal with drug users and
abusers. WNe also lesrned about problems that directly relate to
drug abuse such am dropping out from school, developing heslth
problems, lying gnd stesling ss 8 means of supporting such habits
by teenagers with drug problams.

AS & mesber I was sble to share mr knowledge about {t and
ancouraged to apeak openly on how we as tesnagers mar trY to
preovent drug use gnd abuse. I feel that {f we can encourage more
teenapers and adults to become sware of these problems by sharing
rasl life experisnces which goms teenapers had {n avoiding drugs
involvement by learning how to sar no to drups and feel good
about ourselves. Only then can we get closer to fulfilling our
poel in having & Drup-Free society.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF TAMARA JOMNSOIL, H.L. NARSHMAN JUNIOR HIGN
SCNOOL, INDIANAPOLIR, N
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MELISSA NAWES, BOYS' CLUB, PASSAIC, NJ

Ny Boys' Club mesas @ lot to me and to the
other chil who csn appreciate what a Boys
Clud can offer. ‘3 feel my Noys Clud m’::nr

* Clud iz & place to mest and grest
::!:s- and m‘,P,,xt'u a place to sse a friend,

‘Sa~a Eriend, and play & or twos It's
siso a place to learn and explore vur 8 touch
of adventure.

g en be there and helping end play-
ing with 2:-' kut:'mn dsy. To most, u?-
considsred 8 "home avay from howe:, and others
0:1 ‘g’o 8 place where future leaders can be
z .

-lhcnplmél send their kids to a Soys
Clubd, eh:s n:ut them to have fun, learn new
g:ng: and get some encoursgement to do positivh

Parente know that » positive "today” can
only 1ead to a better "tomorzow”. The ]

(3 of Americs can only work for a better
*tomorzow”.
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Indepongant LiviNg 18 & Hragran ror roavar ohtlderen
+roa tho age o+ jla to ihe time the child 18 amancipated, It
18 dJenigned to h&ly children live on their own &fler
emancipation.

Fairst, 1t LeacHhed children LIhrgugn «Oour groapss tirot
shwe prraentetign group, dagigned to te«Ch tne ~hild who ie
entoring the proyran about the progrem. liw SECANOS PFrugrdm 1s
designed £ty teach chilaren sbout ¢ topics mentel illnevs.
duggetsng, SOnually transaitied o)osdaen. drug abude.,
tnsuranca snd steri10ds. The thira group spunser-sd «nd Savahit
bv Flannges Farmthood 18 gseignes (o seach clixidien aopoul
fdxually tranamitted OISIAEESA, CONTI ACRPLION and PFrOgnandy.
ine fourth ar _uf 18 <or cnaldran who ars an thear can
gpartment ana 1y nesiuned to help stnan Cope with and sai.e
provieas that (risp while they are out on rhoar own.

Sacond. a3 a chig gons throuah the program he 2 a
MIVEN WOt hLODE S Chet toach the dhitd ver 10us Lhatnds BUCH 8B
caresr chQiC@4. QECLIION MakING. cOnaequeannesd At bad sna goon
choites, wtc.

fthaird, as 4 cnrty *aMIaNes @ witrbbooy arr a group
hershe 16 GI1ven 2 coertain amount O¢ money that comed 4rom
state Yranlfes whith 908 INtO & P1I1PERT SCCouNt 1O LER w4
cR1ig meves out on their own for turniture, apgliances,
Jdeposit, ttral Aonths rent. Buh ot the g@cong monhih. G ot
the third month and 20% o the fourtn month

Fourth, when a2 naw Child coees 2nto Hhse pt ufpr A
he/she goes throush a class thet tmachms ntdr- tmwing ror A
b, Feeping a jub, and CAreer Thoices. «iter L dhe
complotua the close a resumd 1% Orawn up and Jqiven o the
child then ha she 190 qiven help wmiih rinding o JoD.

fhis program specifitally sddress my nead o0
kitowl 0198 sbout budgatifiyg, insurativd. 100U J@UIeiJfe Ok 119,
prab len solsing, Job hunting, My ftear Ot my detting gut on &,
awn and not being able to handie t, ang my fwar ottt
Having enouglh auney t0 aF40rd the NeRtewitys ot life.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF TIFFINEE ANDERTON, EAST CENTRAL YOUTH
CENTER, SPOKANE, WA
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CHRIS KLINE, NORT'Y DAKOTA TEEN INSTITUTE
(NDTY), BISMARK, ND

RDTI or North Dakots Teen Institute i an OFganization sponsored by the Center
for Adolescent Development, It 18 a drvg prevention group. During the susser
the Centar for Adolescant Deva.iOpRant puts on Camps. one for high school students
called TI, or Teen Inatitute, and one for funior high school studants calladg TIP
or Teans in Partnership. They focus On YOUth GEPNWEINSNT WNICH MERNE NO ONe
knows mors about teen NLTeSSes, Pressures, and prodlems THEN TACNS themselves.

NOT] offers support to kids in stressful situations or with probiess. An exasple
428 108t year sden I started junior high I was worsied sbout fatting in and being
able to keep from drinking. They g»*# me support by being role models, showing
me that I don’t have to drink to huve fun and by giving me facts which made me
DOt Mant to drink.

Whils being in the group, I've had many Opportunities to do thangs such s

working at various conventions, wWorking at the airshow and other funirsisers.

public speaking, and cross age tutoring. BSeing in the group het taught me how

to talk to and get along with peopla; older, younger, and pecpla my agn. Betng

in the group has taught me ahout natural highs. 1 now know that I don’t have to
4rugs or alcohol to de on & hgh.

T o ate saveral reasons that I feol the Program i1s successful. One reason 18
that they provide information on morals, 8lcohol, and many other things so kids
can make bettar decisions when dealing with their peers. Another reason is that
they give the kide ideas on how to make better choices 1n stressful situations.
They also give them support to make going with their decisions easier.

In conclusion NDTI and TIP are programs which benefit the kids and communicy.
The group ic wonderful and I hope other kids can become involved in groups like

it.
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PREPAREDSH!HEIE&NWGFI!“VlECKSﬂ;GSNNERl%”iADOlEBOSNT
DEVELOPMENT, BISMARK, ND

Todsy's youth face many critical dacisions on isPMues which
¥ill have a direct impsct on thetr futura. One of these
decisions 15 the use or nos~use of salcohol and other drugs,

The North Dakots Teen Inetitute, spenaorsd By ths Cesnter
for Adolescent Dsvelopment, Provides s camp setting snabling
participants to rsceive information and learn verious ekills.

The topics include community netvorking, necesssry verses
uanscessary Trisk taking. self-eeteem, Suicide, snd rhe oae
of slcohol .nd other drugs. Participants slso have the
opportunity to build relatsonships with | .#rs and sdults who
support » non-use position towvards drugs end elcohol.

I feel the success of the program is dua to seversl
factors, one of which 18 the oemphssis placed on self-esteen.

1 believe self-esteen is essential for making heslthy, responsibile
decisions, snd that low self-estesm contridutes considerably

to many probleas of both yvouth end adults in rodsy's society.
Another positive factor is individumls vho participazed in

camp rpturn to their communities to share thoir sxperience with
other peers and sdults. The skills learned are put to oOse

through public spesking, planning drug snd alcohol free sctivities,
snd vorking vith children on issues mach as self-esteem. VWhile
vorking on these sctivities, saphssis is placed on developing

s partoership batween sdolts snd youth,

The Center for Adoleascent Develnpaent was selected as one nf
four pilot sites in the nation tn organize s lesdership
tratning conference called TesaSpirit. The conferance is
open to individusls from surrounding communities who previously
participsted in REDTI to further their skills, and aleo ro those
«*~ wish to becoge involved in the progracse, The conference
is designed to give participants skills ip effective lesdarship,
coppunication, use of medis, and working with othera to estsbiish
sctivities which will beaefit their community. Exsnples of
this sres drug snd alcohol fras sctivities, public service
snhrouncements and presentatrions on topica such ss drinking and
driving, teen pregnsncy, or teen suicide. Perticipsnts recieve
informstion on the use of seatbelrs, effarcs of drugs and
sicohol, and many other dssues.

1 fes) the success of the progres lies within the menner
leadership 1s sddressnd. It was devonsirsisd that slong with the
revards of leadership cones & grest deal of responstbilicy
and in sonme csees, sscrifice. One must be wvilling to risk
sharing idess and face the poastdility of ridicule, mske
decisions and fasce criticism. and sdbove 8li, risk failure.

To get & complate picture of what lexdership is, one must tske
risks end endure feitlure to fully appreciste the rcvarés that come
vith succesaful leadership,

In closing, I offer » challenge. [ would like to see mll
people reach beyond the boundsrios of ege, race, socis}l class,
or snything that may hinder us, end form partnerships in which
ve can bresk barriers ond grow to our fullest potentisl,
together.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JONN PIZZO, TEENS IN PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM,
MANDAN, ND

I entexed the Teens in Partnership program
in the summer of 1989,1 participated In a week
leng cemp that taught me te help other kids on
problems such as peerpressure,self confidence,
:ui:ldo.druqs.aicahox. and other prodlems kids

ace.

Since the comp 1 have bean actively involved
with The Nrndan Invelved Teens ¢ branch sf the
Center for Adclescent Development.We have besn
going through tha things we discussed at camp,
and hew we could vse that information te help
the kids of our comnunity.

This suvamer | wad chosen to go to a three
day lesrning program called B.A.H.E.S.{baglinning
slcohol and addictions basic educotion studies)
there I was treined to teach abeut problems
1ike sel)f confidence,decision making,pesr
pressurs,coping skills,alconol snd drug Info-
rmation,getting help.and helping people in »
chesically dependanthome.We use hand puppets
that the kids can selate te,to tel] our
story.WE have met with the Mandan elementary
principsis,we showed them ocur program,and
they are planning to impiement this program
te the first grade level.

I am glad 1 got te particlpate in the
Teens in Patinership progrém,it has mede me
sware of the probleams in oy community,and
A happy to be 2 part of the peeple that are
making a difference.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ANDREA P. CHARLEBOIS, CENTER FOR ADOLESCENT
DEVELOPMENT, MINOT, ND

The Center for Adolescent Development is 8 non-profit orgsnizotion
used (o enhance teenagers in the issuss of chemicel snd substancs sbuse,
slong with lesdenship skills, self-esteem, decision meking, refusel skills,
cross-2ge tutoring, wellness, end othar sdolescent issues tesns sra
fscing in todsys sociely.

Tha Center for Adolescent Dsvaiopment (CAD) offers @ program called
North Dakote Teen institute (NDT1) to help adoiescents bring fourth and
share their information and opinions sbout different issusa sssociated
with teens today. :

North Dakote Teen institute olso has mejor smphasis on isedership
skilis. When tesns go bac« to their communities they will be used es role
models for the children of the next generetion Lo ook up to. Teens will do
public speeking, work shops, end cross-sge tutoring in order to help steer
adolescents into o positive outlook on life,

Every doy more and mors children are faced with problems they
generally would not have known until they were edults. Over 200 teens ere
orrested for drug sbuss, 437 teenagers are arrested for drinking or
drunken driving ,end six tesns commit sulcide every single doy

Every nine minutes a person 1s killed or serfousty injured in & elcohn!
or drug releted treffic accident in the United States.

To me this 18 all the more reason we need Lo educete teens end their
fomilies sbout problems we are fecing todsy.

The Center for Adolescent Development slong with Tesn Institute cen
be there Lo help and inform North Dakotens elong with others, (o be more
sctive in thelr communities ond to provide information, trefning, snd
ossistence to adolescents end adults sbout pressures teenegers ere focing
in Llodoys world.

The things that make this program successful are the psopte tnvolved In
it The coordinotors, volunteer steff, peopls in the communities, end of
course the adolescents the progrem reaches out to.

Every one working together end helping to educete more teens ebout
eddiction and ones own self being is reslly what the Center ts !l ebout.
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ENRICHMENT PROGRAN, ALO, NV

What 18 the purposs of s sponsoring program? 1If you looked up the
worde Sn a dicticnsry, you could come uwp with a dsfinition for »
SpoRsSOring Progres. For sxample, & SpONSOXing PEOYra® is A group of
pecple who sre responsible for others and Alp support thes through
plenned procsdures. Thias is 8 very Techaioal definition for a
BPORSOLING PrOGTaAN, Roweaver. B¢t. Augustine’s 18 not a technical
progran. Ths purposa of §t. Auguetina’s has been to sstadblish
community~based prograns that eddress tha needas of young people DY
givinyg uve AP OFPOXtunity to understand who W are S8 youny sauits.
St. Augustine’s Tries to odtain tiLis puspess by giving us ths chence
to explore nusarous csrasre through hsnds-on work szpsrience and by
adaisting ve with college preparation.

NMany of the sarvices Such as the Youth Enrichment frogras (Y.E.P.) and
the Agaps Youth Work Experience Program gives us the opportunity to
azplore numMerous carsers through msaningful first hand trasning
axpersenca. Not only $s Et. Augustina‘s concarnad with 9iving us &
jJump 1n the World of wWork dut they ars slso® concermed with ovur
sfugetion. PFor thia Tesson, two prograss hava Ddesn set uvp. The
structured Educationsl NSupport Program (B.E.5.F.) which s deaigned »s
e achool intsrvention Program for youth who 4rs in dangar of dropping
out of school andsor failing ona Or more scadamic subjects. The
School To Employmant Programs (8.T.K.F.) 18 for the Mgh school aropout
t0 Taiss thair bassc educacion levels. leading towarda a hgh schoold
squivalanoy Siploms (GED). W¥ith thase twp concepts intact, St.
Augustine’'s ts sccompiishing its pPurposas by providing mesningful
youth oriented sarvises.

St. Auguatine’s Nas been successful in the community bacauvae it ia
producing & group of young adults that will have 8 positive affect on
this community. Agasn through its many services, "it Das §iven Young
sSultu constructive positive activities to do sfter school. 1t gives
s @ chance to learn lsasdership akills that we can take Defk to our
community, vwe then ars sbis Tto De mantors to the younger ganaration
fellowing 1in our footasetaps.

I heve Dean a participant ihvolved in the Youth Enrichment Cosponant
since I wae & Frashmen in Digh achool. This compoensnt ia designed
strictly for thoes ¥outh interested in eXplering the medical fiels.
Prior to entéring the program. the atady of peditiné was the furthest
thing fxom my ®ind. I wus elways intsrested in becoeing 3 Airline
Stewaszdenss. Tha Youth Services motte: If You Can Conceive With Your
#ind, Belteve With Your Meart. Then You Cen Achieva It-- pade me
sealize that I could aim higher, end ¥ 448, Ny career goal now 18 to
atudy the f3eld of Pharsaceutical Nedicine. I have had the
opportunies to 3ob shadow in the Pharsaceutical departments of
hospitals and arugetores. A 8 result I have gained so nmuch technlcal
koowladge and hands on experisnce. I am now & Benior in Righ teohond
snd through tha sarly atart I recéived from the Program, I have been
able teo structure my high school curriculum tOwdrd & Math and Science
dtplo:o. T em now in the process of selecting the Untversitw I will
attend.

8t. Augustine’s has given mary youth the chance to gair aluable
working csxperjence 4p &n area that they norpally wouldn’e have and to
change their thinhing ond direction. Now they have & clesr i1dea of
uhare ehey yune tn Jo, "nd e e get *he, ., Sleehiquedies o Nouat

- - I3

ﬂ'UIM.&"Z- {v Gt Aﬂ“’"u‘zrfﬂf’a UJE‘QI") Fnr,(“mg“r ;f\fi:(;,&‘ft

gEST COPY AVAILABLE
129

Q
ERIC  34-621 - 90 - 5

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



124

PREPARED STATEMENT OF NEXDI MONTGOMERY COUNTY YOUTH
counca, NY

T™e iurpou of the Nontgomery County Youth Ceuncil s to
halp the various youth programs throughout the county to isprove
youth ssrvices promoting youth sapowarment end participation,
The youth council also serves as ths advisory board to the
Montgomsry County Youth Bureau and advises the Buresu staff on a
nmber of lsvels involving youth services.

As 3 membar of ths Youth Council, I have been involved in a
variety of community projects, including public service
anfountemants on teen pragnancy, Cross gultural relations, training,
voluntesring at the office for the sging., Bowling for Kids-Saka
{fundraiser for Big Brothers/Bi¢ Sisters Program), a youth booth at
the Axsterdsm Mall, and our most recent projsct, a county-wide youth

inion survey. I was ths chailperson of the publicity cosmittes on
the public sarvice announcsrzents, and I activaly participated in
each o{ the adove namsd activities, either as a volunteer or pser
couns®lor.,

The Youth Council has banafited Montgomery County youth by
giving then a veice in youth issues. Jt is important for youth teo
know that {f they have an opinion about chenging issuse, there i
an active forum in which to get involved. The success of the youth
council's projects and activities {» evidencez in the large numbar
of opinion surveys we received fover 300), and the high number of
youth vho attend ocur events.

The Youth Council maintains its success bacause it recruits
menkers fros acress the county, working hard te achieve diversity
and cross representatior of youth. In this way, it can serve the
needs ©f the breoader youth corsunity, rather than a selected few.

The xost positive aspect of sxperiance on the Council has
bean in sevsloping positive partnerships with agults in the
conmunity. These partnerships have given the youmg people & more
positive imge and the opportunity to gain knowledge, infermation,
and friendshlp with the decision makers in ecur community.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JASON A. NEAL, BROOKMAVEN TOWN YOUTH
COUNCIL, SBELLPORT, NY

the agas of 19 and 21 who are interssted in becomiag active in theis
commusity and their loral goverament. The ITYC $s sucoessfsl Degause
it provides & venicle for the thoughts and 1deas of yonth. This
Sroup i» adls o maks & diffetence Decause it snadies the meaders,as
individuals, to demcnstrats their:uillingness: and rasdiness to sesume
roles of great responeidility in our changing society.

The BIYC particiPates in many activitiss, and coopersses with
ssversl organizations in coordinating activities, that diractly
involve and affect the youtd of the town and county. ¥We conducsad @
cleanup-at Lookout Point ta Faraingville. We sponsor the Annual
Summer's End Youtdh Contert at the Bald #4311 Amphithester. We participate
in the Peer Leadgsrship Waskend at Caxp Quinipst on Shelter Island
And the Nev York Stats Youth Conference in Albany (although we did
ROt Bave tha funda or the tranapertation to be TAPTesented this Year,
{n referencs to the latter). We alse sttend Speakouts and Workshops
dealing with Youth Eopoveraent, Pear Counseling, Pesr Leadership,
Teex Pressura Substance Aduse, and other topics.

Ny naas {s Javon Alexander ¥eal. I sn 8 léeyoar old, hh-.ﬁu
student at Bellpert Miadle Sehoo:;mlt::;)n‘:?;:d 'wau. appointed to the
Brookhaven Town Youth Scard: and T was re-slected as Spesker of
the Youth council. As the Spasker, I deal wis) ~udiic peiacions,
(presenting and accepring awarde end spesking on bekalf of the aYe),
and I held & positvion equal to that of the President in stature and

prastigse.
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I an tha dwiae Cinance offivcer for Civil Air Patrol Suffolk
Sqsdson Teh an¢ I an xhe ‘champion of the CAP Suffolk County Growp
Spesch Competisions. CAP {s the official Auxtliary of the US air Forcs.
I 8% an active student in the Soience Technolegy Entry Progras st
Suffolk County Comauaity College. I am & wolunteer Bummer Dook Duddy
8t South Countey Lidrary in Pellpert and ! am she liason for the
Concernad Students for a Batter Dellpore, whish 1 founded in 199

uader the dlreciion and advisement of Mrs. Joann N. Nssl, =y mother.
In Novemdar of 1989, I was comsendsd Dy the Juperintendent snd

doard of my school diatrict for invalusdie service to tha community.
I a» pressntly in the process of creating sod coordinating, in cooperation
with the princizal, astietant principals, and guidsnce counselers, #
pesr counseling progran st Beliport Niddle School.
My motto s, “Look, ifster, legrn, lead.”
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ANGELA RIEF ON BENALF OF THE NEBRASKA
- COUNCIL OF YOUTH .

The MNsbrasks Council of TYeuth, also known as WY, is a
statewids non-profit organiszation that aims to bensfit the youth
communjty of Nebrasks. INCY was founded in 1960 as & youth mnit
of the Nebraska Committes for Children and Youth. At the time of
its inception, the organisation had approximately 100 members.
Since that time, NCY has grown to 300 mesbers annually. Other
states began similar youth programs in 1960 as a spin-off of the
White Bouse Conference on Children and Youths howsver, to the
best of our knowledge, NCY stands alone as the only White House
spin-off organisstion still in existence today.

BCY is extrsmely proud of the fine programs it sponsors
annually. Each year 300 delegates from across the state of
Bebraska come togerier at the University of Rebraska in Lincoln
for an annual conference that challengss the participants to
identify the local nesds of thsir pesrs and foruulate solutions
that can be implamented through the organization in the upcoming
year. The true Ssuccess of the conferanca comes fros the
diversity of youth in attendance end the various experiences they
bring t> the discussion table. It is truly & rewarding three
days for those youth who go.

NCY aleo sponsors an annual scholarship program to youth who
hsve served their coxmunity in a special way. The NCY district
organazations raise money throughout the year and the top awsrd
gives .s f1,000. The program is in its seventh year. Secondly,

NCY is the sponsor of the Youth Awareness FoIum program, a
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prograns aimed at breaking dewn the stersotypical walls that extst
in the youth cosmunity today, and give youth of al]l different
backgrounds ths opportunity to share their feelings and emotions.
Nany youth over the past three ysars have been able to air their
troubles among friends and receive valusble belp and guidance
from professionals and peers, as well as realizing that they are
oot alone, and that it is not a shame as a youth to have to admit
to having a prodblen of some type. Finally, an excellent
educational function sponsorsd by KCY is Youth Government Day.
buring this annual event, students are invited to spend the day
st the state capitol and listen to presentations by Rebraska’s
leadsrs in goverament. Topics of timely concern to the state are
discussad on a level that youth can selate to sasily. It is a
very rewarding experience and students leave with a greater
knowledge on how the branches of state government work. ‘

Perhaps the most amazing thing about the NCY program is that
it is relatively low in cost for the results obtained, NcCY
oparates on s nominal budget of approximately $10,000 annually.
Compared to other youth programs {n our state, NCY's progzams are
very inexpensive.

A short ossay such as this one cannot tell of the nany
revarding experiences NCY has to offer the youth of our state.
If chosen to speak in front of Congress, we could elaborate more
on the fine work that NCY ie able to do in Nebraska as well as
Point out case examples of the effect NCY has had on individual
lives. It is our sincere hope that we will have the epportunity
to do eo.
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1teaveled to » remote village in the Andes moustains of Bolivia with aa axpedition of
twanty other volusteers to comatruct a hand dug wall 1o provida clean drisking water. My
fatker and I want dows 1o La Paz, Bolivia three days earlier thas the rest of the expedition to
r'npan the site for the other voluntenrs as parl of my Eagle Scovt service project. We bought
mber, coment, fiberglass roofing, toilets, and solar shower components. We beiped the
families Duild 2 solar shower and latriae and made it permanest for the villagess since they
Ssd 80 sanitation syMenes 1o 1de village. We also Linlped dig o well 2ight meters docp and lincd
it with coacrete rings so it hed Mreagih and was protected from costamination,

1 wasted to doshis becanss, high in the Bolivian aitiplane, in s small villags called Villa
Asta, 8 litt)e girl samed Hilda Plata drask from the family's common water supply which way
actking more than a runoff pood for surface water, sbared by bumans sad farm animals alike.
The polisted water commonly gave the childrsn diarrhea. Litsle Hilda, oniy four yeans oid,
could =0t take it and after thres days of uscostrolled diarrhes ber tiay dehydrated body died
in ber motbers arms, despite the familiss effosts ro save ber. Hilda's death ivapired coacerned
volsatesss to do somerbing sbout the liviog conditions of 1he ladians is Bolfivis and in otber
covstries. The volunieens, along with the villagers, developed water well tecBoologies and
green houses and other ways of obtaiiog basic accessities that we Americans take for granted.

Since we left, (he area has suffered a severe drought. However, 1be well we boilt works
perfectly. Th. ®.i! has mever been dry and the water is cleas. And, mo more childres have
died from diseased water and I hope that 50 more ever do.

1 can tell you that it was ap experience of a lifetime. | enjoyed laboriog with those
people. They gave me more in reiorn 1dan | ever gave them. [ieasned that this world is not
so big: that projects like 1bis aren’t just dreams. We can make them bappen. Together we can
mike a differsnce. People helpiog people. Youth helpiog Youb.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF EMILY DENSLEY, NIBLEY PARK ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL, SALT LAKE CITY, UT

-

¥y naoe is Emily Densley. I live in Salt Lake City, Lltah,
and attend Nibley Park Elementary School. I like to do things
that will help my school. Last year I walked four miles jin a
walk~sa-thon to help raise meney for computers for our schooi., I
2:30 collect soup ladeis for oschool, se that we can ge: new
school squipmen:.

I am Dbdusy after school as weil. I enjoy the piano, play in
a soccer league, and perform with a <children’'s singing group.
One of =y lavorite songs that we sing is "What's Yore American™,
I like that song bdecauvse of the many different things that we
ging about that is great sbout Amperica.

I hope for the future of America, thst there »ill be peace
in the world, and that all children will Rave the freedom's that
I have. I also heope that a good educatiun will de made available
everywhere to a)l. the childroen who would want that education, snd

that we wil. be able to help many people through ocur education.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF TONY McDONOUGN, PRIDE GARDEN PROJECT,
MAGNA, UT

Our Wesbster Pride Garden has been such a big success
that we have had Politicians a.d Representatives come and plant
trees in honor of the garden.

1 have besn involved in this project for the last 2%
years and I still van't beleive how beautiful it's become. When
Betty Panopulos donated the lot for the "Pride Garden®, most
sveryone thought it was inpossible, but we've done a whole lot to
get Lo where we are. It has even helped the kids, and tesnagers
vho have been in trouble, because they can help in the garden
now. Othsr people like Cathy Webb, my parents, Dan Tuttle, Betty
and Lo Pancpulos, John Lobach, Fred and Vicki Wardle, and Tina
Monto: & have glso helped the garden get to where it is right
nov. Busnasses like Kennecott and Hercules have alsco donated
things 1ike park benches and trees. Students ars also learning to
share, because ve grow fruit and vegetables for the hungry.

Ne also have our “"Magna Clean-up® which comes once a
ysar, and consists of a perade and a clean-up crew {which the
Wabster students always take part in.) Dan Tuttle, our
representative, usually arrives in a tractor of some sort and
gives us & dig hand. Many people participate in this project,
many people also appreciate this project.

I think that it would be a great idea for all towns
with a pollution prodblem even if the town has a low income rate
like magna, to include everyone. even kids, in making their town
8 better place.

Being part of the Pride Garden, and Clean-up has made
me. and lots of other kids feel proud and important.
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mwnmwmmw}mmmm
NARRISONBURG,

I remember oncs shen I wav in elemantary school, my all time Dest friend
and I got in a £ight. It was not & physical fight, But thers sesnad to De no
snd to all of the yslling. I remssber going to the counsslor which I
never thought I would aver do. W¥e resoived the prodlem, but I sure wished
thars was some other way than go to the counselor. .
¥hen I was in fifth grade a brand nev Prograa was introduced to our
school. It was called ths cConflict Kanager jrogres, sponsored by
Comzunity Nediation Center of Harrisondury. This program was set up to halp
reduce discipline problems in cur school by taking the pressure off the
teachars, by letting students solvs their probless with cther students, and
by teaching students a valusble skill that they coudd nse ail thelr 1ivas

g

the prograw through an assemdly. Nany students sssmed to be interssied in
<his new idea and signed up to become Conflict Nangers. ™ha next week ths
students who signed vent to a wesk-leng training session to teach tham how

to handle conflicts students. We learned all adbout the medistion
procsss, how to calm peopls down and hov to get the two disputants ¢o
to an agreenant. We were glso taught the four rules to & sediation ssssion:

1. -~ You doth must to work hard to solve the prodles.

2. ~ Talk only when it is your turn

3. - No nane calling or making faces.

4. - S8 as truthful as you can.

Aftar the wesk ©f training a weskiy schedule wvas set up putting twe
Conflict XKanagers on duty for one day at a tims. Those twe Conflict Kanagers,
male and femals, would Dandle all of the conflicts that occurred on that day,
bafors and aftar school and between classes. They were also to be on duty
at lunch time. The conflict Nangsrs on duty were to wear bright blue t-shirts
80 that the students vould know who was on duty that day.

Thie program has gone on 1ike this for thrse ysars, and it has provad
to be more and mors auccessful as sore and more regh cape to the Conflict
Nanagers. Conflicts can be referrsd by the Principal or Teacher and ve havs
noticed that after the program hae gone on avhile, the students may refer
thanselves. Nany of the students were to come to the canfliot Nangars,
and gst avay fros the Teacher or Principal. They are abls to solve their
dispute. and learn the valuabls skill of mediation. Nany of the daisputants
mtmlmwmtmom,mmmlynymttmmmn
resolve a conflict is to fight it ocut., Coming to the Conflict Nanager
program tsaches ths two disputants how to solve their prodlems on their own,
and how to come to an agresment that both perties are happy with. 5o when
sither of them get {n an argusent agein, they have the mkills, whether they
knov it or not, tO solva their differences.

This cost sffective program produces all types of leaders in ths School
that are slectsd by the students, such as president, vice president, and
sscretary of the cConflict Nanagars. When I sade the transition from
slementary school to middie school, I wvas surprised to ses that the progras
worked just as vsll there too. This program can be ussd at home, work, and
can be carried vith the students all through their lives. This program also
vorks at the High School lsvel.

*The quality of the work that is being produced bas greatly incrsassd
and the discipline rats has greatly decreasedt® our principal said st an
agsendbly. Remember, "Agitated, Mediate It!"™

135



183

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CHARLES McCRELESS, JR, NEW DOMINION,
SPRINGFIELD, VA

when I think back and look at the svents that took place in
my 1ife over the last thres ysars, I reslize howv thankful I as to
be here at Nev Dominion. New Dominion is a residential program for
kide who cannot cope with their prodlems, cannot care of
thesnsalves emotionally, and do not have a chance %o express
themsealvas openly and feel listensd to. Through all of ths
struggles and problems that I have gone through, I have learned to
do these things better, ailthough I still have a lot to learn and
alwvays will.

We live in groups of ten. ¥e have our own caspsits on =
section of land over five bundred acres 1 +» The school is in
a rural section of Buckingham County, Virginia. We design and
build the tants that we live in and ars responsible for the upksep
and maintenance that is required by school standards. We sst dailly
ml-otmtwnnttonwmnsh, both as a ¢group, amd

ividually. The group goals ars voted on weakly in the form of
plans which are approved by the staff. The individua: goals arxe
sat up in the morning and ars ovaluated at the end of asach day.
Long term goals ars Also sat up by sach individual for their own
personal grovth. Just about sverything that iz not a basic need has
to ba earned through parsonal growth. The biggest s.gn of
and respensibility is the Crest. It is earned by accomplishing
long term goals and by showing graatly improved group and self
responsidbility. When the crest is earned, the privileges of going
home, going to school, and being trusted to be alone are attained,
This is a major turning point in New Dominion life. From that
point, individuals vork bers and at hone towards returning to their
previcus environment and applying what they have learned,

Feslings are made extrenely important in ths school. This
encouragesent allows students to learn to sxpress and deal with
their feelings in an appropriate manner. In an ideal situation,
feslings are expressed, talked about, and worked through. We lsarn
to accept rasponsibility for our own problems. Becauss most people
cannot always sse, or do not wanj to admit to the problens they
have, the group setting is ideal. group and the staff help the
student to see and adnit their problems and begin to change
thenselves to be more poaitive people.

I cannot stress ths importancs of the group satting enough.
Nor can I explain the strength of the relationshi the students
have with each other and staff merbers and how rtant their
friendships are to each persons growth. Kot only do we help
ourselver., dut we help out each other. We are all in this
together, :caff and students. Without each other, the things that
we accopplish, the problems that we have and work through, the self
estsen we e#stablish, and the 1ife and growth that ve experisnce
here could not be possible. The program itself is not what I
apprsciate most. It is the pecple around me, the love, care and
respect they have shown me, and the effort they have been willing
to put inte me in order for me to sccomplish things I never drsamed
could be. We ara the ones that make this program successful.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF STACEY COLLINS, ENE./GIZERS UNLIMITED,
. SUFFOLK, VA

My name is Stacey Lynette Collins and I am a rising senior at
w mmi!h”ml in s&ttgm “c:l m:: ny high schopl
ysars hava ’ opportuni particips BANY PIOgTARS
OI‘II .c'uvsughm.mm mmton as -‘mrhxsuu Represantative
at Lengwood ege. 8 sxperience I vas made mors awars
of the sssantial issues ch confront Virginia. As I discussed
sany current issuss with my contemporaries, I rsalised that one of

the programs with which I had besn assoc addressed many of
these issuss. At no point have I experienced grestsr joy than I
have vhile sexving as a tutor in the isars Unlimited $ad

program. This is » program which I have honor of representing.

Energizers Unlimited, Inc. was organized three years ugo and
it is growing stronger. The main purpose of the organiszation is
to raise the level of sslf-ssteen of young roeplo and to help them
make their dreams of success become a reality.

This program addressss ths needs of elsmentary and
intermediate school age students vho are experiencing acadesic
problems as evidenced by low scores on standardized achievement
test scorss, poor grades in reading and/or mathematics, and poor
social adjustzents. Thess prodless and more ars addressed during
tutorial sessions on Mondays and Wadnesdays. Although it is
DECSSSAry at times to continuously go ever one particular skill,
it doss not bother ma becsusa by the end of the sassion, I know the
child vith whom I have worked has dons his or her bdest.

In addition to the acadenic assistance provided, many cultural
enrichzent rtunities are affordsd to program participants.
These have luded a Peanut Butter and Jan Session (an
introduction to classical music for young children) and a trip to
M-mr:orld during the summer of 1989. without Energizers
unlinited, some of these childrsn would never have an opportunity
to experience some of these things.

This program offers me an opportunity to give back to the
community part of what I have rsceived and learned. I am truly
grateful for this opportunity to be of service to my community.

The Energizers Unlimited, Inc. tutorial progras is making a
differencs in the lives of many young people in Suffolk becauss of
a strong leader, willing tutors and interestsd students. Al} thess
things and more combine to make the Energisers Unlimited, Inc.
tutorial program the essence of success. I would welcome an
opportunity to share with others, as & 1990 Children's Day
Anbassador, the experiences I have had since becoming affiliated
with Energizers Unlimited, Inc.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ROSHELLE AMUNDSON, POSITIVE YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT, SAYMOR, W

Of all of today's prodlems, the ones that raise the most
concern ars the onas that face our tesnagers.

Many of these problems start in the home.. Throughout
generations, what was is no longer. There no longer exiats the
idea that family is the center of life. Now, teens refer to home
as a place to slesp, get free food, ang hang their hats. The
American Tamily has taion & Sincere downfall throughout the last
fon decades. This has talen & ssvere toll on today’'s teens.
They find a Safe place to run s towards drugs and alcohol.
Teens face numorcug. stressful problems including family, school,
friends, relationships, peer pressure, and aopst teens are
tarrifind of what the future holda. They learn that alcohol! and
drugs provide them ¢ 1th an escape from their harsh reslities.
They have ic realize *he:r are other sclutiong. The Foaitive
Yeuth Devalopment (F.¥.L0.) and peer Isstening programs provide
support to teens. F.¥.L. givea teens & forling of hope arc
cenfidence, and 1t can change an attitude from completely
nejrtive  to @stremely positive., FUY.D. glves an oppo-rvunity for
self-growth. All it tales ju & creative mind detarmined to find
a haalthy, positive solution other then using drugs and alcohol.

Some of ouvr activities have included copen-gym, and loci-ine.
P.7.D. Q:vas youths ancther selution in  a health: atmcaphere.
You dont have to ygg to heve fun.

The peer listening programs are marvelous., Thece ar2 twt
dav trainings with prefessionales. They are filled w.th laughter,
tenars. ang fun, end 1n twoe days there (s an incredible ex1f-
growth not:cacble.

You then #re ready to run groups. that Include one  Cther
"peper listenmer,” and about ten Junior Migh students, Foe-
ligtening is wonde-ful for many ressons. First, the younger
students look up to us older studenta and we are & definate role
mcdel for tham. They feel & sense of security jJust by having an
open @ar and they knou someone cares for them. We oplder peers
cén share our expierences, and provide & model for them. The
peer listening program jg wonderful and very educational to all
parties involved.

These programs provide support, a pesitive atmosphere and &
sense of security and trust. Mowever, I beligve more education
o drug® and alcohcl i1s needad. We also need to find a way to
f1ll the gap 1n the relationship with cur families. That's where
many problems hegin., Family 318 the center of our lives, Today's
problems as I —an esee it, is the lact of comounicatica.

Dur future could be very bright and successful, but parente.
teens,. teachers, and adults need to wortk togethery, communicate
feelings, ideas and then, toqether we can destroy cur drug and
alcohol problem.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JAN BLETTNER, YOUTH ALLIANCE, MIDDLETON, Wi

In the fiwat place, 3 would 1iks to thank thess vespenaible for giving me the
epportamicy te express my idses cencarning the Yeuth Alliance for a Diug Free
Viscensin. Our Youth Alltance 39 s network of young people from ssress stats
that sesks to snhance salf estesn by reinfercing sheicea to be substance fres.
In sddition. ve snocoursge sthers te follow our lssd and join us in the drug and
alcohol fres declsten,

last May, the Youth Alliance assembled at the capitol and then st the Govarnor's

sy
changing prodiss. It was a wonde fesling to be adle to talk to other young
aulte, much 11ke mysslf, and £o spaak with parents and other adults that wers

espeoiall

ars sowe of the most interssting, and intriguing pecple I have sver met. I an
sncouraged to knov thet the Youth Alliance Conference will continue with
increasing frequency in the years to come.

An {mportant cootributor to ths ongoing succass of the Youth Allisncs is the
many local Alliances for & Diug Fres Viecomsin chapters thst sre located in
coamunities all over the scare. The misston of esch chapter 1s to make their
Tespective communities awvars chat they can hslp stop the spread of drug and
alocho]l abuss and to turn that awvarenaes inro sction, The Allfance {n our smal}
tom of Niddleton has provided the parent support systss necessary to continus
youth {nvolvesent on a locsl lawsel.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SIMONE TUCKER, LEARNING ENTERPRISE OF
WISCONSIN, INC., MILWAUKEE, Wi

My nass is Simons Tucker, I am from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I
am attanding LEARNING ENTERPRISE OF WISCONSIN, INC.. I am 19 years
of aga. I was 17 ysars old when I got pregnant with my first
child. It waon’t a planned pragnancy, but also I wasn’t using any
form of birth control. Ny family was dissppointed, I had lost all
contact from my brothers for about S5 or 6 months. I am the baby
out of 7 childran and that’s vhy By bhrothers wvanted me to stay the
"baby®, On April 6, 1988, (my birthday too), I had a littls boy
named Duran. Whan Duran was ¢ months, I Decams pregnant again.
I had stopped going to school when Duran was 9 months. Then, on
April 26, 1989, I had anothar little boy nased DaJon. Fow,
I am, 18 years old, with two children, not attending school, no job
and my kide’ father wvasn’t around any more. I began thinking, *I
can’t be 1ike this all =y 1lifa.” I said to myself, *I‘’s going to
g> back to school and get me a good education and make something
cut of ay life.” I want to de able to gst my children what they
ask for somstimes and get ther wvhat thay nead®.

At the prassnt tise, Duran is 2 and DaJon fis 1. I received a
lettar from my WEOP (Wisconsin Employment Opft\nu Program)
specialist giving ms an appeintsant to come and sign up for
school. Ny WEOP worker told me that learnfare will send me to
school, pay for daycars for sy children, and pay for transportation
for me to go to school. If it hadn’t been for Learnfare, I would
be lost. I’s going to school full tise and I am enjoying all of
ay subjects. I am learning, sy goal is to attend college and study
Computer Science. fearnfare saved the futurs for me and my

children. Guess what? 1 cap and I am going to do it}
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CANDACE KUMALAA, KAVAL W
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ARLO ASEVEDD, SOYS' SCNOOL, WORLAND, WY

1 have bean noainatad to reprasant tha state of at ths National
caiigm' Day gngm in ¥Washington D.C., beginning October i, 1990, and

Iul-m student that presently resides st the Wycs
! schoold. 3'3'“: im the Statas’® most mtyumn uvenile ncuh;g-/.

4 mru.:.tm a xmtxamxmt within m:.::y j:nnl . mlm systam,

leu. Mu'n training ymr.h homes and jail. ly prodblass

h-v- dus to sy m& for rales, asuthority ¢ , and
mlyo:oth. Talsohave a B of drug and al -buu.

m NUNSTOUs m&mlm that I'va been involved with bave offered me
varfous alternatives to sy bahavior and attitude. However, I hava not
succaaded until only recently.

Thare are many different reasons why ' Delieva that the treatmsent
at this facility are succsssful, Sroup discussions and activities
mmuwmm-mmmuammmﬂumemsuw
relationships can formed. This Delpe communicats in a more open
mmnyumtwmdmmmlmwmwn.

he lm School is made up of thres (3) differsnt Living Units {or
Cottagss) t pnorsally havs twanty {20) to mtrﬂn (25) studante.
unit has their own ki....en, recreation rocm, conferance rooas. Each
student has a rooa to theaselvas, which lnm for rlvacy if needed.
Overall, the physical make-up allows for a coufo. 1s and structursed
atacsphers.

On the weskdays, all studsnta sither attend acadsmic classes or are
involvad in a vocational training progras. oOur sducation dspartmsnt offers
the same classes as ths public schools offer, grades § through 12. smdo.nn
can achisve their Righ Schoel Diploms or the GED certificats, or
continue thair studies at the grade lavel they wvers in h;rtor to b:m.pnad

.t m Soys® School. Ths Acadsmic progras is success nts are
e Individual mm Plans {IEP) and this allows them to get more
Mht 1 assistance i{f they need it. The Vocational progras offersd

inoclude Walding, Carpentry, Auto Shep, lewn Maintsnancs, Herticulture,
Cooking and Plumding. These progress give students the oppertunity to gain
training for future asployment.

The most important part of our program i{s the Individual and Group

counseling process. The Treatmant Team learns about sach student by

gathering mhx history information and designing an Individual Treatment
I'na {ITP) . -..aoculu Goal areas that each student needs to isprove
in, .., dochtcn ‘ !nuy dynamics, self-estess, ibility,
substance abuse, and Small group mnnung are held at
Inttmaﬂy, and pﬂnﬂ.g“‘/montMMmtot 1ivi
skills, nu-atua bufla ong~term goal satting. Individual
counseling is used whsnever studants or staff desire. The special part of
c4r progras h that the staff will do anything they can to help the students
bsc.ae more positive and productive individuals, becauss there is an open
line of eommunication.

Staff menbers at the Boys' School motivate and challengs gtudents to
achisve goals that vers oNCe looked At DY students as be impossidble, and
this helps the students prepare for & betrer life. There is a commitment of
the staff to offer ths best rscourss possidle, and this is what makes the
Program successful.

1
JEST COPY AVAILABLE
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF RAN mm% YOUTN ALTERNATIVES, CHEYENNE,

My oame i» Raio Silman, and I live io Cheyence, Wyoming. I come fros a middla
class family. Ny perents Dave Desn married for tweoty ysare. I have s
younger brother that is fourtsen and s younger sistsr that £s ten. %= 1ive in
a good neighbordood and go to good schools.

Two years 3o, I had vary low sslf-sstesn. I was hard for me 2o try to live
up to what I thought my parsnts’ expectations of me wars. School pressura was
on, and 20 was Peer preasure. It 19 3 lot harder for kids thans days to de
the so-called perfect studeat and child.

I believed that I had no friends and bad to do things to prove sy friendship
to thes. The group 1 was danging srournd with was oot g good crowd anyway. 1
then startsd drinking and doing drugs to fit {in with my "friends.” W¥hile 1
wap drock, I w.11d slesep with thess guys sad ot always resesber. I fimally
tarted to scask out to meet with thass peopls, s0 I would also diteh school.
schoolwork suffersd terridly, and I 414 not aven care.

was bDeing torn apart. Ny parents could no’ handle me at all. I
t cose bows whan tbey sxpected, and I definitely 4id oot ect liks they

Ooe day wy school counseslor called wmy mom because 1 had ditchei
1. She recomssnded Youth Alternstives to us. I switched schools and made
iatsent to sas 8 youth counselor.

i

got to the office, it was reslly nice, vary hosay and comfortabdle.
we started our ssseions, sy family could aot comsunicsta. My dad only
sad yelled; my mos was coafused; and I just would oot tslk. Rita, sy
counselor, tsught us how to get mad, but not yell, and how to let svaryone
bavs their chance to talk.

I wvas able to tall Rigs anythi.s. I could trust her. The confidsntiaslity we
had was great. ¥a then moved on to sessicus where there was ons-on-one
contact. Ny pargots aleo went 1o and talked with Rits sdout how things wers
gotug. It has wade our whole family grow from bhate and confosion to love and
udneratanding.

Rita has doos so much for me; she mads me feal #» though I were fust as good
~ap everyons ¢lsa. Rita made s recognize who I am snd wby I wes there.
Without her, I would sot have the confidence I have today. She had ms writs
dows the good things I did every day. This made me resliss what I re:lly can
do. Rita has Desn there for me wheniver I called. If wy fanily, or even just
I, needed to see ber, sbe would slways be right thers for us. Now thet wy
1ifa 15 put back together and feels full agatin, Rite aeof I have cot lost our
relatfonabip. I still call her every once 1n avhile snd talk. It 4m not
about the bad stuff I hed done; it is about the good stuff I am doing.

Hi

Youth Alternstivas is a grest progras and should be commendad for the cars snd
consideration that goes into every one of their familties snd famtily mesbers.
Now that I have wou Student of the Year, am on tbe Bozor Roll, sod Presfdent
of my FilA Clud, I can esy thet without Youth Alternstives, I would got be
where I am todsy, end I thank thes for that. TYouth Alternatives has Desn
thers for m« for two years sod alwsys will de. I know that, acd so does sy
fantly. Thank you once againf
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF NOPE TYLER, ATTENTION HOME, CNEYENNE, WY

The Attention home i a place where kids wsho hava been bwaten.
or need a timeout from their family., or <their foster families
can go for thirty days or liess.

The Attention home is a place to g and calm vourself and work
on probiems.

While a kid s<tayrs there ne rhouid be lesrning resionsibiliicy snd
respect for themselives as well ag otRers

A& lot of prople mistake the Attenticon home for a deventicn home.

Ride =hst Aare slaced in the Attent.on hcme rnave 2nrres tnat have
©o De done, and hershe will be punisped 7>r s wring doimm, but
thry 8231 have wxlzs. s:lowance. and fun 3cTivivies.

Ahen T umz in tae ATCEnTISn S0@e. TRe rnaft hHelted me %2 Xnig
- .-
2

hac & 4rug prooiem. %= we!, A2 SRTWL.V ProTuenms

From =he Attepntisn oome 3.me  K:  #7  acmke, ome g1 ST Toetar

(3]

homee., ana some ¢. to the Hirst Heme. 35 I d:a. T have nmeen in

wne Hire: f£Ar =en months now.  sne o ; . the 22.atf nas

he.neg me throng: = Irsy voenwt-._ .ma%l DrASTNT ARG TUA PR Anzas,

Tbey nave als 7:0.‘.?&: e resl - “naT. myv Leme L8 non % 'n-.-\.'.n,v
“r

he maiorits of "ne gods Tnet sre Nerse i M-

Wh:le » #31d :i¢ sera at tne Hires n@ 2ma d¥ors THRLY W2 3 whe
ins/els toward mors and more respons:ibriity

On the. higher .eve.z, ¥2u get more priviieges such 2 mpure
allowance. and <:1me out 22 *he house onh vour <un.
I am very gret»€:. <.r these two nomec because they have haipec
" With my ProC.=mns aAnd gept me 1o the tommunity.

wheat s made the Aiffapmnce with me T— Dix  nsave shown T tnat
they cars 2l tneref-~re [ care.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF GENESSE SRUNER, GIRLS SCHOOL, CASPER, WY

Ny name i» Censsse Bruner. I am 17 yesrs old and live in Casper, Wyoming.
1 an ntttniln rdus oy placessnt in the Wyoming Girls School and Kew
Pirections Alcohol and Drug Treatment Center.

I an first gotng.te say a littls bit about ths Oirla School and what mest
often hngpcm thers. ;t is lccated in fheridan, Wyoming, out in the country.
mﬂ srrival, sach girl s placed in one of four dormitoriss dogndlng on

lr, saturity, or where the steff thinks the individual will bast f£it.
Around chs caapus is & pond which we swis in and horse corrals. The girls
can ride horses if they are bdshaving and working ocut (ssues. We have »
school dbuilding that "‘T” goss to for six periods a day. 1In asch
dormitory thars ara usually one to two groups of girls that consiet of
lpgmmnl 10 to 15 girls. 1In each group the girls are sxpected to
hold sach oxher accountadle for their actions snd work togather as a
fauily would, All the girla ars squal and no one fltl has sny mors power
than anyens slse. All girls sre expected to do daily details such as
1sundry, kitchen work, or detatls around the dorm.

We would usually have grwp once a day with our aseigned group and a
counselor. In group therapy we take turns ssking for group t to
discuss any fesue or pProblem that we fael nesds to be talked about.

When a girl first arrivas she i given an sutobiography guide to write

out and bring back to ?roup whan she 1s finfshed. Such thinge that

ara includsd ars the history of the individual’s child 1ifa and things
they have done, or things that have Bappensd to thew. The mais topics

ara usually: family, drﬁ and alcobel abuse, sexuvality, criminal behavior,
authority and friends. ter the girl has given her autobiography. she
then brings these topics to group one at a time and the group and counsslor
together share and try to relats to their situation, or try to figure out
nev weys to handle tha issue, or talk about ways to accept things we
cannot change.

T think the only way to rcally explain the prograd is to share a little
of oy axperience there. When I first got to Sheridsn, I was a veal drat.
1 trisd to ask parents to ssnd me money after I had forged the : ~hecks.
The staff read the mail to know what 13 going on., They Drought m- etters
to group and we talked about it, and I, of course, trisd to put the blame
on oy parents. The group and counselor helped me raalize that no matter
what went on at hooe, it did not give me the right to !erg: checks or to
braak the law. They halped me taga a look at t 1 was doing without
K:n““ns the behavior to continue (enabling) or fesling sorry for me.
held e sccountsble for my ections and at the same time helped me
work through painful issuse, such as incest. I worksd mostly on thet
issue and got the most benefits out of it there. <There were many girls
in the same boat that could relate and give me hope and courage to Quit
being = wictim. At tha Girle School it was a safe environment where ;
could talk sbout anything or try to confront femily membsrs and be able
o have support and encouragment while I was confronting thec. 1In groug
we ware expected to "ACHE". This stands for baing Aesertive, Contributing
to ircup. ing Honest end Encouraging one anothsr. When we ask to go on
# visit or leave to go home for good, the group and the staff evaluate
vhether or not we are "ACHE{ng". when a § rl wante to lsave Or go on a
visit, they come to group and esk permission to go. The group avaluates
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if the individual has bdsen work on {ssues that wers causing them

to be & threst to tha public or ¢ lves. The group votee tonpidering

whether thay think the girl has & concrece plan to go out and cry to
rove ahe can do things differently. 1If the thinks the girl will
iun use her viait to party or get into trouble, they will wore no.

f they think the girl dasarves it snd is going to try, and they have
senn girl work in sehool and dedaving well sround the dorm, thay
usually say yes. Then the eteff go to 2 staff mesting to see if it's
the best for the giri's totersst. When a group ir not working together
as & group and is enabling sach otJr to stay sick., then the scaff will
“5;:'1:”' and give a consaguence © 1p the group work together as
a .

1 thiak the reesons why the Girls School s successful for me and other
$irls i3, for ons, thera is no set fims or dats that you get out, and
you uuiiy stay until you have decided to work on your own issues,
without them forcing you to. They ars not willing to let you give

evan 1f you want to. I thought the staff really carsd adout the girls
and worksd together as a tesd. I think another sond thing adbout the
Girls School i{s that they work #s & instead of individusls. Also,
the counselor doas not do all the talking, and the ;rouf learns to work
as & family. The Cirls School has groups such as Sexual Abuse groups.
Eating Disorders groups or other groups to help Birls that have those
{roblm snd do not feel comfortable talking to the whole group. There
5 8130 an Assertivansss group that I went to that did role Playing

to help us etand up to ouy old friends.

From the Girls School, they sent tm to New Dirsctions in Casper, Wyoming,
to get into intense treatoent for my alcohol and drug abuse. At New
Directions, va had 8 lot of Eroups and went to & lot of AA/NA Geetings.
¥e worked on finding a Mghor power and turning our will over to that
:mr. 1 worked on oy sslf-esteen and used the “fake-ft-till-you-make-
t” msethod with trying to like wyself. I srill have oy low days, but

I handle than ““"mn?ﬁ We talked & lot adbout the conssquences of
using drugs/alcohol so that we would reslize thar it's not the right
vay. BNow I ax out of treatwment and ioto & nev reel nice foster hooe
that the Girle School helped me get intc so that 1 would not bs back
into the sape environment. I hsve lots of aftercare set for e to
help oe stay clean and graduste from high school and do things thut

I want to do. Both tresatment Yrog:m lped me and encouraged me enough
te stay clesn, try out for volleyball and not have to slvays fesl like

a vietim. I have goals now to graduate, which I didn't care to before,
and I‘'ms getcing better at doing things for oyself instead of others.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF RONALD PUCKETT, YOUTN FOR YOUTH PROGRAM,
HONOLULY, MI
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in the Sprlm"mmoi 1589, 1 was & student in
the Motive Program (SMP) at Farrington

School. | had » poor opinfon of my Intellectus! capsc)
nd was, therafors, an unmot student. Two psofesslonal
staff mesbers from Adult Frisnds for Youth intervaned and

haiped us form s g to build our ssif-esteem. In » short
time the co~-fesders helped us recognize w:.gnmhuﬂn.
and noticed marked |xprovement In the mambers, We hed
claarly devaloped self-confidence which fad to better school
sttendance, improved grades, and no need 10 look for an

ascape through druge

in Fall 1389, #s an outcoms of our changs In aititude

snd performance, we were sl mainstreamed into reguler
ciassas. This maant our group could no longar maet during
SMP timd. Therafors, as 3 way to cuntinue our dynamic
g:-wpnnunw, we decided to mest once » wesk over our

nch hour. 1t was at this time that | suggestad that sincs
we had recelved 80 much from group counseling, that we
could start glving something back to ths community by using
what we lesrnad, We SeclSed t0 ealf ourseives *Youth
for Youth® snd begin resching out as peer counssiors fo
other students who had the potentisl for "going down the

wrong path.®

As peaer counseiors wa share the personal axperiencas
snd problams that we havs desit with, and sncourage other
students to do Hikawise. Many of the students wa’ve tafked
to attend schools that ars fasdar schools to Farr
School. .By helping to stimulste students® thinking sbout
thelr own problems and the of their behsviors,
and b‘.mmm tham to stay in school and think sbout
their future we hope to prevant many of the problems that
wa've experisnced, and that wa've observed smong other
high schoo! students.

Youth for Youth members have slso been pansflets
on the toplc of "Effective Parenting® st the National Assochation
of Soclat srs (NASW) Conference Mwid st the East West
Centar on March 23, 1990, The sudience of Soclal Workers
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with two

foadiback

tation, and afterwards two Soclal
us if ws could come to thelr Youth
residents, and cesidly with some parents.
ts and fosterparants. The

sanddld pr
ssked
thelr

studen

requast we traveled to Mau! and
positive
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funding for professionaily

snd
ot and
» and for peer counssling as well.

sbout mysalf snd others,
1 foel rore confidant In m
. | foellan
| bellave that the students wa've
benefited from the oncerns that Youth
28 we banefited fro the care and concern

s for Youth showsd for us.

" e jot
in my lifs
others.

Thank you.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SNANE VALENTINE, POST FALLS, D

Ay are divorced. My brother and I live with oy
mother, have been abussd for guite 4 tw:e. ¥® have been
involvad in a mumber of different prograns public and private
for nuserous problems involving phgﬂcn sental, and sexual abuse.
These programs have helped to Adld our anily unit together.

We wers involved wicth » privats counssler, Tom Bearxn, of
Intarfaith Pamily Counseling. RHere we work ladividually with
feeling of anger, desling with sexual sbuse from our dad. Ia
to become s non-victis end desl with the anger. His otce
in touch with Social Services after I went to the hospital.

1 soon bicame out of contrvl. I buried mmx- for a long
poriod of time. The anger I was hiding £ iy exploded tnto
violencs towards my fanily and myself. The anger was the resnlt
of abusa, physical, mental end sexual from our father. We wers all
in danger phyeically as we wers attacked and injured.

I was adsitted into the Sacred Heart Adclescent Psychiatric
Unit, I was in the hospital for sbout a month. Ny Dr. and the
staff felt I should nmot come home, but should g° into a long-ters
core factlily, such as a boys canch.

A representative for Socisl Sexvices of Idaho sttendsd a tean
sesting. I was not gant to a long-term facility. Instead, I was
returned home, we needed to find altarnatives.

Bofore I was releassd, we worked out a Plan that would help
Bs. Ws wexs scared and uncomfortadle of my coming home.

At the Dapart. of Social Sesvices, Famlly and CAlld Services,
Our counselors, have hwelped us thruugh the transition frem the
hospital to homs.

They work with us on learning to cope, dealing with enr
probloms as a family. We are trying to recrganise our structure
as & family. Its not ;ust onv person with s problem but all eof
ours. Ay 3 family wm al]l must 4ok on a solutlen together. When
I firer came Ln toush wi-h nmur Tuuasslor, I ssw s blsak fuecure, we
wero Scared., Wo tliought we vire iaping our family.

All of thase sxcjzm are heiping. I feel if wa didn’t have
thee programs, we would not ke as far 8¢ we ars today.

Tha counseling has helped us to h it out, resclve
Problems. 7o look at onrselves, I'm glad we ame involved ox 1
would not s Noms. %o have to work on each day as it comes.

1 went d.l:ac:.l{ from tho hcapitsl into Day Troatment, an
addition of the An-hor Youaw Frog-as. Dsy Trestment has had a
positive sffect on =w. 1 have a higher self-estees, work on
solutions to prodlems, ceping skills and educstionally, they keep
our gkilis sharp.

Day Treatzent Melps me socioll; + twaching uv to cope and to
become an individual who will werk in the comnunity. In Day
Traatnent, thers s a godup called PPC (Positivo 200er Culture).
A group of kide not adults get togother and shaca cur problems.
We then vote «n whowe prubleus nesds the most help immediately.
Than w» give them advise. All information is confidential. We
alsn can tell someona to “check” their groblen when they are not
in ¢gruup. I¢ ey don't cheek choir bshavior, they can cali a
helping cnmeion =0 lelpy them wizh their problem.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JENNIFER ALLEN, LINX PROGRAM, CALDWELL, iD
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SAMANTHA ALICIA STARKS, BOARD OF
ACCOUNTABILITY, PAYETTE, ID

The things that I learned from the Board of Accountability are
that 1 am responsidle for my own sctions and should alvays think

thiogs out befors I do thsms.

Oo the contract they bad me bring my report card in every
mestisg so they could check on my progress in school. They had
me do community sarvice. I worked with slderly people st a oursing
home . .

1 thiok the accountability board helped me changs the way 1
lookad at life and it helped me see that I vasn't whare I wanted to
be in life. It made me think about my grzdes. Eventually sy family
life became better. '

My goal in life is to be successful and go to college and become

rich. 1 vant to oe a model or & Pediatrition.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JORGE OCHOA, MIGRANT SUMMER BONOOL
FROGRAM, IDANO FALLS, ©®

Ry name is Jorge Ochoa. I am 14 years old and will be in the
9th grade. Right nov I am attending Nigrant Susmer School. I would
1ike to tel) you & little bit about the psople that have helped me
besides ny teachers in regular school.

Rigrant Summer Bchool {3 a place where & couple of Project Hope
Volunteers £r08 EG 4 G and the school district hsve helped me in

ways. For example. the volunteers Belped me to learn
sdditional things about mathsmatics, reading. and scisnce. Thanks
to the volunteers and Migrant Sumser School I have been abls teo
bridgs the gap Detween 3rd thru Sth grade. While I have bamn
attending sumsst school some other Project Sope volunteers came to
school and spoke to all the students. TRis year we had » totsl of
247 students in our summer school. The Project Bope volunteers
explained to all of us the importance of staying in school and going
on to universities. Thay let the studsnts Rnow they were thers to
help them after school with their homework.

Rosa Rodrigues, a Froject Hope voluntser and coordinator for the
Rigrant Program in the school districts of Idaho Falls hes helped me
alot. She is a very caring and important parson. She is alvays
there when I need somsone to listen to me. 3he is responsible for
over 400 students. she §0es to the homes and helps out with
different things. She hss a good relstionship with the students.
Whan I case here from Californis she was the one that helped me
encoll in school and told me about Froject HOPE. She helped me turn
in =y spplication for the U.S. Space Csmp becauss she believes that

I am snough to apply. She is alvays encouraging me to bestter
Ryself. I was lucky enough to be selected as an alternste to Space
Camp.

The people of our cemsunity hsve also helpsd me becsuse without
the people of 1dahe ralls there would be no summer schoeol or any
school for that matter. The foopln of our community are the ones
who have to pay for the schoolis to be built and run properly.
without community support, I snd many other ng people 1like
myself, could very well be lost in cur rapidly changing times.
Froject FNope is an organisation that is helping me snd msny students
in IGaho Falls. I believe thst Project HOFE will continue to help
students in 1dsho Falle for the years to come as long as the two
asin ingredients to the prcject are never taken out. These
ingredients are BEG & G volunteste and school people who both csre
about students. As lang as thers are people who csre, there will
:é::{: be those wvho will sppreciate thst care. Thanks PROJECT

{Fxoject BOPR = Bispanics Offering Pupils Encouragement - a joint
industry/school partnership detwaen £G & G ~ Idahe, Inc. m: 3 1dahe
Talls School District #91 & #923)

-
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF BCOTT M. GRUBER, ST, JOKN'S
a. aRuBES MELITARY SCHOOL.,

1 guesa that you could say Shat [ have had sy share of
vrouble and tursdil in the Tirst 16 ysars of ay Jife. Ny sother
dies when 1 was Tour, my brother and 1 were adused by our father
{whom § Dave not spen iR ylare), § wos adjudicatad as » ghald in
Nawd of Cars Dy the Stase of Kansas and I have boen placed in
thirtean differant foster hosas or group settings. I do not
mention 211 of this to 08 a coaplainer ur t0 galn your sympathy,
ut decause J Shink 38 is isportant shat you understand sy
baekground and how far 1 have cose 0 this pRint in sy Jfe.

1 sm prosently & Sunior attmnd) 8t. John’a Nilitary School
in Balina, Kansas. I was placed at G¢. Jonn’s through Social
abilitative Services Yor the State of Kgnsas. This will ba ey
sacond ywar of attendance therw. 1§ have earned the rank of Cadet
taff Sarguant. Last year [ participates in fobtball, basketball}
and track., 3 eley gualified r= s Blup Beret (one of the top
thrae acagesic studentn) with g FR.80 oversll grade point average

and as 8 Spartan through my JKOTC class.

$t. John"s is ros just A school o ar. It has Decoas 8y
nose. Eome of the other students don’t 11ke the structure and
tecipiine but 1 think that they ere baing vary shortesighied.
Thare are three sides S5 St. John's that have helped @
smapneelys tha raligloa pragram, the silitary progras and the
acadenic progras.

S$t. John's is en Eplscopsl-rmiated Lhurch school but boys of
all falths and denominaticons can attend. e astand chapel

vice twice & wiwk, Pn Wednesdey svenings snd Bunday morainge.
Dur epiritual davelopsent is not 1aft up to chance as it i in

st schools.

In its military orisntation St. John's Seaches courtesy:
promptness, orderliness, self discipling, jsacarship and
recponsibility., Those are 231 traits that I mant o teasrn
whethar or not I go into tha ailjtary as & carssr,

The scadamic progras at Et, Johii’e 36 unigue in that She
caachers really care ans work with you until vou undarstend the
subject matter. Most of sy clawsst have fewer than twelve
atudents per class, 8o ] get 2 10t of indivisua’ instruction. 1
1 #a sble %o on to college Bhrough soes sort of a scholarship.
1 think tshat I wil] be very wel} prepared acadanically.

1 am grateful for the oppertunity $o Sry and make something
¢ ayself. Some of he probless 1 have experignced to Shis
ayself, others 1 have not. What is

int 1 have brought on
réant 8 thet I go Torward and make the most of whatevar

tential God has given se.

-
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STATUS, MANNATTAN, KS

PREPARED STATEMENT OF SEAN WISSMAN, STUDENTS TO UNDO THE DRUG
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CRYSTAL 8. STEPHENS, INDEPENDENT LIVING
PROGRAM, LEXINOTON, KY
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF DEANNA M. BRASHER, COMMUNITY BASED WORK
TRAINING PROGRAM, MAWESVYILLE, XY

The Community Based Work Training Program is s fairly new progras in the
Kentucky educstion system. High school students iz Trainsble Nentally
Bandicapped (TMH) or Educable Nentally Haandicapped (EMH) or other
handicapped classes ers trsined and evalusted in cospeticive comsunity
based Paid and non-paid employsent. The progras is designed to ismprove
the transition from school to the work placs. The following is to be
submitted as written testament of one exceptional student in this
progras, Deanne M. Brasher.

As of last year, thers have been many changes in my life. I came
Apollo High School feeling like I didn’t belong and I was Do

£y 1ife. I had no future plans until I Decame involved th the
Community Training Progrss. Ny parents, teschers and the Job Cosch, NMr.
Roberts, gave me encouragesent to continue with each job sven at
wanted to give up and vhen I didn't think I could do the job. I sm now
working to complete my high school diploms, I worked at the YNCA Day
Cere this sumser sarning ay o money. I hope to have that Job
after I've finished high school. I love working with children and
believe I make thee Dappy vhen I see their smiling faces and when we
play end work together. I sa continuing my preschool training st Peace
tuthsran Preschool during the school year and enjoy it very such., I
have leammed how to work with other adults snd get along with thes. The
job training p.ogras has given me the confidence to delieve thet 1T can
do anything I want to do. It can help other students with their future
if they will work hard snd listen to the job coach. I couldn’t have
gotten a jod this susser without the program, 1 feel great sbout syself
and I'm doing something I've slways wanted to do.

i
>




mmum-ztm. I a= a senior at Jessamine County High School.
At JCHS I lesrn how to do things that will hse

&
|
5
|
.5

At sy school, they help me get jobs to see Mhot I want to do when 1 am out of
school. 1 have worked at s beauty school, a church and s nursing bose. dNow I
bhave a job at Ncboosld’s. I love my job. I make $3.90 sn bour and work hard,
I put my moaey in & bank. Ny teacher is helping me learn how do dank
syself. I have s Chriscmas clud and & checking account. I
to write checks by myself,

At school I work hard counting money and msking change. Then I go to
grocary store and buy things. I know how to shep for good food and not 8
s lot of money. Then I count ay change to be sure it's right.

i

1 learn words st achool thet will help me in my life like CAUTION. FATAL IF
SHALLONED, FLAMMABLE snd msoy more. 1 leam what tbose words sean. too.

1 learn bow to walk places in Nicholasville. I know how to look for cars and
cross strests, I also know what to do if a stranger talks to me and wants Be
to go for s ride. I say "No~ and walk awey quickly.

At schoo}), we practice tslking on the phone snd then we try on real phones.

1 can order pizza, call to see the doctor. ca#ll for a haircut and call if I sa
lost.

1 also have s library card. I go and look at magazines. check our & videotape
and look st beoks. '

In school. I learn how to apply first aid {f T am hurt. I know how to clean
up droken glass.

I lestn Dow to cook a0 when I live on sy own I will know how., I can use s
iron. a0 oven and a stove. 1 Kkoow how to make & microwave cske. s spanish
opelette and & tuns casserole. I cap cook better than some of sy brothers and
sisters!

1 have 14 Drothers and sisters. and 1 am proud to be able ro do the things
they do.

I have » job. & benk sccount, s library card. lots of friends and lots of
things to do in Nicholssville. At =Y school, I lesrn to do things that will
belp make @y life better. What I learn in school will help me for the rest of
sy life,

P va
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CHERISE WESY, DARE PROGRAM, ST. PAUL, BN

Drugsif problem the worle hai faces for
years. Crack,Coscaine Pot,and the ever
pew Jce, al) aftor your mind, each one
taking A diffrent course to contrel
your thinking. D6 you want drugs to
control how you thiak? Or Jo you want
to contral Now you think? After taking
drugs you ho longer ShInK for yourseld,
The drugs wil) cause you 8o 11e, EnPat
and steal. You Can not be the person
you want to become Decause YOov sah NO
longer tnink for yourselé, the drugs
think for rou.

There’s Ehoices to bDe made, things
to BDe done. It’s all up to you. Your
life Is In your hands. Each decision
¥Bu Mmake has AN impact on your \ife in
the suture., Critical thinking Is the
Keyr to Nelp you become successful N
cecision making,

There are ways to stay crug free.
There are WAYs to sdy *no". At J. J.
Mill Scheal in St. Paul, Minnesots, !
Tearned Now to sar “no® through the
program called D.A.R.E., DRUB ABUSE
RESISTANCE SDUCATION, 1 think every
student should experience this
educAt:on. Let all cnhjigren learn how
to sar *no”.

35T COPY AVMLAII.E
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JARED KING, DARE PROGRAM, NORTH BRANCK, NN
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oleng witk sther MTions ia 1Da worls, nsderstanding diffecent switores.
wy schesl Bas prograns ts Asip s sRéeratend what we fice teday.

Cus of shese pragrams is DARE. Dere ads3e Residtasce Rducatien selps
side tapa with Srwge and faslinge.

t elee thiak the siufest exchange progras i raslly gesd. seth hils
Isom sach COwatTy can lsars what #they Bids from #ifferest zanitvres At
1the. Tranch hids come t2 Lhe alsseatary #60asl T0 Spond KDFSE weahs with
a8 1 get 1o laars #hat theif colfere was llka Ires thes. TRoy gido's
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Jarema, mnjeyel teenage Natsst Finje Tertias. $t waz gaplly sst whar M
teft. ks hat Doea with oo for thyps weske. it o 11ke you wers losing o
sender of vy family.

It chongsd vee 1 viow the werld. I isarsed that Kids ere higs.
pespie ere peopia. You ploy Jike o kid, ewss (2 Frosce. “Doir phrents
ATS ths woy maet pitents ere. If yoo are 5 Damde Ddeitg yOu Sre ¢ tumpn
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ROSS! BISTODEAYV, DARE PROGRAM, NORTH
BRANCN, WN

D.A.R.L.

oTHRR
scsooL
ACTIVITIES

Relle, sy nans is Russi Bistodeas. I Dave actended Worth Branch
Elsmentary Sthool since hindsrgerten. I Bavs Desn favilvasd-in some
programs and sctivities o pur school that are grsat.

D.A.R.E., Drug s buse Rasistancs BSutekion, L swn wxnallest progran.
D.A.R.E. teachkes up how to pay 80, how to Jaal with sctress, whet drugs
Bave to 8o wizh salf sstesm, sad why to 8tay off druge.

Thare are § ways %o ssy no. I'11 1'3¢ naoa a few, SUth 82 the Droken
recosd === Juat say "NO™ a8 many times a0 nesdad. Another ene is walkimp
svay. Bay "NO" and walk Sway. The last one 1'm golng to santion is
changing the subject. D.A.K.K. teschea v8 that vhen yovu gt stresaed et
we should tslk to somadody, and {f there ! nobody you £on tTwat than
writs At down on Paper and if il fatls, Nt your plllow, thet alweys
works for me.

D.A.R.E. greatly strassas thet if ysu Deve 8 1oV sslf sotsem you are wore
eusaptsdle to drugs and to nse theo 1o £¥y ko keep your salf sotaem wp.
Ons other thimg and prodadly the most fcporeant, {» why to sy no to
dengs. Wa hava watehsd wovies and fiims, and lsaroed facts like when s
person takes Mallucisogen they sse foces seleieg off hesds snd tress
teying to gred them to va. £t may be fiction but to them it is all very
raal.

P.A.R.E.°s styls of teaching {s very Rood. Thay have ths kids put in
groups snd ect out doth points of elew, They bave police officers coms
into your classross and teach, Ny cfficers wore Specisl Agent Colin Comer
sng Specisl Agent Weil Johnaon.

1 think, 1 always kosw T would otey stralight Sut if I was put in thet
situation t wouldo’t have known what to say without D.A.R.E. I've been
tovolve® in & cuaader of extrs cwrriculor sctivirios Puch os Osdosy of the
Niad, Solence Dlympiad, Math OlyPpis¢ snd Youog Writer's Clud end Young
Inventors Competttion. D.A.R.L. nes helped mc stay off drugs so thet 1
can éo fhewe sctivities.

Thegke for yoor time and concerd #bout the Kinnssore children’s thoughts
sdost school.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JOMN BROWN, MISSISSIPP!
e JOB CORPS, MERIDIAN,

1 have Dmen in ssveral foster homws. When 1 first went
to = foster home I was sed. 1 fouit very lons.y Decause b
could net be with my brothers and sisters. Even in some
foater homes 1 was mistrsates. ln one foster hone they mace
us pIcx out of five bipg fimlds. e had to pet uo a five
o'clock A.m. Just tO pick vegetadles, watsrnelons, enc
peanuts. That was very tirgsowme’ 1 have alse peen in thrae
g1 fferant Shelters. Surinp tne time I mas in tnese sheiterrs,
1 was treated like 1 was sonmOOOY. THAt mace W feel gooc.
Ehile In tne Shelters ne had & jot ©f fun anc activities in
aNiCH we could Darticipate 3m. One of the s@LcErs NaQ door
fooa service.

After 1 was Dlacec Dack with my mothEr. 1t seenec l:i«e
LHANES Just wouio not work out, 1 then CRCiIORd to Enroil in
sne Mississine: Joo Corps wners 3 Coule Obtain my B.E.D. ana
gt & Skill in cCarpentry. TS will give we someting toO 100«
forwarg to 1n te future., 1 feel lo«p tne MisSissipol Joo
Corps Can NE.0 N MEEt 1@ rECUIrENENntS I neec O OF
sucessfu. in 11fe. In the future ] woulc 1i1<@ to “ave & wel.
-:t.a!xsnec 30D, that neoefully, 1 COulp max® & Carecer out
°.
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ehink I would £1t 4o or meks £t in this progras. I kaav this would de =y
last plscemest before I would be on xy owm, It was very bard thicking sbous
zakicg care of nyself and trying co

4
i
!
&
;
£
.
-
E

this gosl wes sasy. While working co sy G.E.D. I saintained two part-time
was & bough one. I earolled fn & Junior Collepge

gaking i8 bours. I quit the two part-tiss jobs to davots my tise to studying.

th the ides of being in college, and I falt vary positive

'
i
§
s

The staff of SoutBern Chriscian Services belped se locates s government job
spacifically for collage studants. I sm currsncly empleyed with the Vetsrans
Adainineratiocn Nedizal Cantar 48 an sssistant o ths Occupacional Tharspists.

I a» very prowd of what I have sccomplishad doth smotionally snd professiosally.
In addition, 1 am wery pleased with bow I've ssen ths progras work for others
in Projece G.A.I.N. As with mysalf, I bave ssen ths other residents sccomplish
usny of their goals snd plase.

I am the first foster child in the custody of the Dapartment of Sumso Services
in Nississippi to be sllowed to live in an spartment supervised by the
State/Secthern Chriscian Services.

Since living indepsndantly I have superienced prodlems as well s ac
I'va faced lonliness, finsnoial scruggles, and the fseling of not being part
of ths group. Through sy struggles I have hed tde support of Southern Christisn
Sazvices staff and residents. In sddteson. I have returnad to provide support .
to rosidents s0d I have basn svyiladla tn times of crists, I still have ssveral
goals to accompiish. I plan to cootioce my educetion and obrain my degree in
Qecupationsl Therapy. I plan to become mors finsncially rssponsible. By
own

oresting & savings account I will be adle to mors affsctivaly meet my seeds}
such ss buying s car, and possidly contisuing sy educstion further than &
Bachalors depres.

Becauss I have been 4in placsmests as long as I have, I racogaise that thers

are needs to be met for fustsr children. Ther. needs to de more programs

for homsless teenagsrs, young uomsrrisd mothars and thers sbould be wore of
an effore placed on kasping sidlings togschar. Thers sbould be mors of &0
enphasts o counseling and aftarcars services. T -uily counseling should de
providsd tamedistely after the child 1s placed ‘cater cars. Bew programs
for shelter cars sbould de isvestigsted and upd . .

T feel Decter prapared to meet lifa’s challecges aftar having the expertence
of & progrem ifks Protect G.A.I.N. L

O f‘r
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF KELLY BANCH%NIW FUTURES SCHOOL,
ALBUQUERQUE,

Gsar Governor Carruthers:

1 an Kelly Sanche:z 17, of Albuquerque, New Mexico. I presently
attend New Futures School for parenting teen-age mothars. I an
the mother of a two ysar old beautiful girl, Erin.

Bafora I startsd at New Futures School it was very hard for ne to
attend daily and keep ur wvith oy studies. Drugs ware also & big

issuss. At all schools students come face to face with drug

abuse. Either Ats you or your friends that are users. I was a

vary frequant user until I became pregnant with Erin, and got very
seriously snvolved with her father who soon became my husband.

Ny boyfriend was a very important pa:t of me getting on the road

to living a 14fe without drugs.

My father thought it was bast to either gst an abortion or give
her up for adopticn, but I chooss to parent Erin. My boyfriend
also choose to support me in my choice.

Soon after I started attending Rew Futurss early in my ninth
grade year, I gave Dbirth to my little girl, It was a very
exciting experience. Nev Futures preparsd me for labor and
dslivery. Although New Futures has academic cla~ses it has child
birth classes that are required courses. Also, students DNave
to work one hour per day in one of our 4 nurseries to receive
cradit. This also gives students situations to learn from, so
that at home with our children wo will have knowledge of what to
do £in certain instancas.

In the middle of my tenth grads yesr I parried my boyfriend and
have besn parxied for almost 2 years.

-

Marriage is hard for & young teen-ager who is slso s mother, but
the ecounseling at Nev Futures is a tremendous help in solving
mart.ial problens and problems with sy daughter. Not only the
countielors but the teachers as well. This is my 4th and final
ysar at New Futures. Soon I will be attending collegs, but
without New Futures School I probably would have been a high
schonl drop out with no chance to ge to collegs. Programs like
Nev 'A:lures do make a big difference for youth today.

146
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ALVINO LOVATO, FUTURES THROUGH LEADERSHIP
PROGRAM, ALBUQUERQUE, NM

On June 1989 I had the opportunity to attend the Futures Through Leadership
Pregram in Aldoquerqis. I was wary happy when I was selected.to dDe asong
tmaty-four other students frum the Southwest.

The lesdersdp progras has provided me with a grest knowledge of todsy's
socigty, The wmost valuable lessons 1 have lsarned have bean to sccept
gesponaibility and self-confidence in order to be a succassful leader.

In today's society we des] with so many things that we must ask ourselves
“Whers d0 we want to be in the future?”...espscially when you are desling
with two worlds: =y traditions] Indfan ways and the white mans' society.

Throughout the lesdership progrem I learnad to understand the valus of thase
cultures whers pecple are the most valusbdle asset.

I come from & very traditional femily st Santo Domingo Pusblo and am verxy
involved with my community's way of 1ifa. As the eldest in my family, I
bave & big respossibility to be & good role model 4n my bhowe. I have growm
&8 & rols model for my youngsr sister and brothers, and 2= & leadsr for
other youth in the pusblo, too. I am working with some of sy friends to
start 8 Youth Club at home. I want to teach others some of the skills 1
1sarned gt Futures.

Now, I have po fear in comsunicating with peopls. I have overcome my
shyness because I have guined grest experience in public spesking. I have
had occasfon to spesk st six public functions. I have also spoken at my own
village, where I shared sy sxperiences with our grest lesdar Goverpor Ernie
m.m! sdmire him becsuse of his gredt lesdership abilities. Ba is a
mentor me.

As we 1]l dresm for our future, Gov. Lovato and I, Alvino Lovato, drasm of
the year 2000 wherse I smay have the opportunity to bs the Governor of my
Tribe, Sento Domingo. I have sslf-confidence in moving my people in this
great dewocracy.

This is why I feel that the leadership progres is so vital to se 20 a2
Sisority, wheress ] mey not feel this way iIf I had not attended this grest
program. It Das touched my heart grestly, and has opened my eyes to look
inte the future, with & positive sys.

I bave been sharing sy experiences with my other young Indian friends and
have encoureged them to look f(nto this progras becsuse it is 2 grest
progras. They, too, will gain the kind of knowledge I have gained.

I have sslf-confidencs thst ! will make & grest Ambesssdor snd represent wy
Tibe sith grest respact. I hope I will have the opportunity to utilise my
Jeadership abilitfes soon.

Thenk you for your consideration,
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ALISON BAMERT, ADVANCED EDUCATION PROGRAM,
MAYRELD, NM
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. PREPARED STATEMENT OF CHRISTOPHER DENTN VIGIL, YOUTH WORKING FOR
YOUTH, LOS ALAMOY, NM

Good afternoon, my name is Christopher vigil. I am
honored to repressnt our 47th state, New Nexico, and
more specifically, the County of Los Alamos.

Los Alamos is situated among the 10,000 foot high Jemes
Nountains and, as stated in an 1988 'Oomni* magasine
article, its ”...tesnagers display an innocence not ssen
since the days of Leave It to Beaver®. The article,
however failed to note that, for sntertainment, from
boredom, and from pressures for academic provress, many
teens of the county, "head to the hills® to ’party with
drugs and alcohol.

I am proud to be able to make a positive statement to
you todn; concerning this situation. A group, Youth
Working for Youth, an official poard within the County.
was created six years ago and is still making a strong
and visible statement to, for «nd by the teens of the
community. YWY, as it is referred to, is run totally by
peer-elected officers, with adult input being kept to an
absolute sinimum. participants in YWY attend idea and
prevention workshops regu arly. The mandate is to
imagine, produce and present drug-free alternative
activities for the high-schoolers. Creativity has becone
reality with activities such as bike hikes, camping,
dances, &mateur band shows, and esteem bullding

resentations to the slementary and middle schools to

ist only a few. "Just Say No" is not the way YWY
works!, t rather, "Just say YES" ...meaning anything
is possible when it comes to fun drug-free activities!
There is no lenhcx:hlg, the motto being "You don’t join
this group, you ARE this group®. All healthy ideas,
fros teens, presented to the group 3re wvelcomed and
their production encourgaged. The high school student
population, and indeed the community as a whole, hus
come to recognise YWY as a “Can po" group.

1 have learned and have also been shocked by how
widespread drug-abuse is with teens in my own cummunity.
YWY has taught me how to effectively use positive peer
pressure to fight boredos with activities and
friendship. YWY has also shown me that positive
productivity can raise self esteem. Teens know what
teens need; teens know what will work. YWY gives teens
the opportunities to sake 2 positive differsnce. YWY
offers teens an alternative to abusing themselves with
drugs and alcohol thereby abusing their future and the
future, the hope, and the inspiration of our country.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MORGAN LLOYD, NEAD START/EARLY
INTEAVENTION, WHEATLAND, PA ’

AT rOouR YEARS OLD | COULDN’T TALK, | TRIED REAL WARD BUT
1 Just couLpn’s. MNNMEN | DID TALX, 1T SOUNDED LIKE A FORELGN
LANGUASE. NOT EVENM RY PARENTS UNDERSTOOD NE, THEY WERE REAL
NORRIED. | ONLY MAD A YEAR UNTIL | WAS TO START KINDERGARTEN
AND TWEY WERE NORRIED ] woULD NOT BE READY,

] WAS AFRAID OF GOINS TO KINDERGARTEN. AtL OF ThE KIDS IN
TNE NEIGNBORNOOD MADE FUN OF NY TALKINS. ] DIDN'T WANT 1O BE
LAUBNED AT, | WAS ANGRY BECAUSE ND ONE UNDERSTOOD NE.

Ny PARENTS SENT ME FOR SPEECN THERAPY, ] wENT ONCE A NEEK
FOR A NALF NOUR. 1T COST A LOT OF NONEY AND ] NEEDED MORE NELP
10 GET READY FOR KINDERGARTEN THAN NY PARENTS COULD AFFORD.

Ry PARENTS FOUND OuT THAT THE FARRELL AREA Scrwoor Disrricr
OFFERED HELP FOR KIDS LIKE NE THNROUSN TNE HEAD START PROGRAN.

] LIKED HEAD START. THE TEACNERS MADE EACHN OF US FEEL
SPECIAL AND WO ONE MADE FUN OF NE BECAUSE | COULDR'T TALK WELL.
TNE SPEECHN TEACHER NELPED ME LEARN TO PRONOUNCE WORDS AND LET~
TERS. IT WAS MARD WORK BuT 1 MAD Fuw.

¥E LISTENED TO STORIES, SANG SONGS, PLAYED GANES, DID
CRAFTS, ARD WENT ON FIELD TRIPS, LuncCH wAS GoOD BUY ] Likep
SNACK TINE BEST. WE ALSO SWAR,

NnEx | STARTED KINDERGARTEN YHE NEXT YEAR, THERE WERE STILL
NORDS THAT | COULDN'T SAY) BUT NOST OF THE TINE MY PARENTS,
TEACNERS AND FRIENDS UNDERSTOOD NME.

| LIKED KINDERGARTEN. | DON'T THINk | wOuULD WAVE, IF I
HADN'T BEEN TO HEAD START FIRST,

Now | AN TEN YEARS OLD AND AN NONOR ROLL STUDENT. I sTILL
SEE A SPEECHN TEACHER, BUT | NAVE NO TROUBLE READING ALOUD OR
MAKENG MYSELF UNDERSTOOD.

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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PﬂEPAﬁBDEHMHMIEEHWOFJASON-MU¥E?°N'DlNIﬂNRBF‘KIIUUI.FABﬂELL

! was ENROLLED IW Day CARe AT THE FarmeLi ArEa Scmoor Dis-
TRICT FROM THE TINE | was EIGMT WEEKS OLD unTiL | STARTED KiIn-
DERGARTEN.

Durine THOSE YEARS. DAy CARE GAVE ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO
MEET AND PLAY WITMH OTHER CMILDREN. | LEARNED TO TRUST OTHERS
AND DEVELOPED A SENSE OF SHARING. | ALSO LEARNED TO APPRECIATE
NY MOTHER. EVEN THOUGN MY MOTHER NAD TO MORK, SHE MADE SURE
THAT | MAD A NICE AND SAFE PLACE TO GO WHERE KIND AND LOVING
PEOPLE WATCHMED OVER ME,

THESE CARE QIVERS ARE THE NOST IMPORTANT PARY OF THE Day
CARE PROGRAM AND THEY WILL ALWAYS BE VERY SPECIAL TO NME, AL-
THOUGN NO ONE COULD EVER TAKE THE PLACE OF MY MOA,

1 LooxeED FORNARD To Day CARE EVERY DAY, | MADE NEW FRIENDS
AND ENJOYED ALL OF THE FUN ACTIVITIES THAT PRE-SCHOOL KIDS LIKE
TO D0. GAMES, CRAFTS., FIELD TRIPS, SNACKS AND LUNCNES MADE
Day CARE THE BEST MOME ANAY FROM HOME.

Because 1 ATTeENDED Day CaRE, | waS PREPARED FOR KINDER-
GARTEN. | HAD THE BASIC SKILLS NECESSARY FOR ScHooL. [ wap
ALSO LEARNED MON TO INTERACT WiTH OTHER CHNILDREN. | WAS READY
FOR THAT FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.

| REALLY LOVED 50Inc TO DAy CARE; IT ALLOWED MY MOTHER
TO WORK AND GAYE NE A SPECIAL PLACE TO BE.

Q 1 :?<1
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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PﬂEPANEDSTAﬂEIENTC”UNH!EIN%GFH&lANcHKEYFROGRANLFAHHELL

I AM THIRTEEN YEARS OLD AND | WAS IN TME LATCNKEY
PROGRAM FOR SIX YEARS, Ny WMOTNER WORKED FROM E1GNT O
CLOCK IN THE NORNING UNTIL FOUR-THNIRTY IN TNE AFTERNOON,

! was 1° THE PROGRAN BECAUSE MY WOTHER LOVED nE
AND WAORRIED ABOUT ME. SHE DID NOT WANT NE TO BE ALONE
AND AFRAID, MY NOTHMER COULD NOT AFFORD TO PAY A BABY
SITTER EVERY DAY FOR THE NOURS | wouLD BE ALONE AFTER
SCHOOL,

BaNY TIRES, wMEN CHILDREN ARE NOME ALONE. THEY
MATCN TOO MUCH TELEVISION OR THEY GET INTD TROUBLE BE-
CAUSE THEY ARE UNBUPERVISED, MANY CNILDREN DON'T EVEN
BOTNER YO GO WONE UNTIL TNEIR PARENTS ARRIYE AND OFTEN
GET INTO GROUPS WITN OTMER CMILDRENM IR THE SANE SITUATION,
THIs 15 WMER MANY OF THE PLANS ARE MADE WNICN LEAD TO
TROUBLE LATER.

MY AFTER SCHOOL TIME IN THIS PROGRAM WAS SPENT DOINS
NOMEWORK OR PLAYING GAMES NITN THE YOUNGER CMILDRENM., IT
WAS NICE NAVING NELP WITH RY NOMEWORK WHNER | NEEDED IT.
AFTER SPENDING 50 MUCH TINE WITH THE YOUNGER CHILDREN, |
THINK | NOULD LIKE YO BE A PEDIATRICIAN WHEN | GROW UP.

I LikEp THE LaATCHKEY PROGRAR BECAUSE | DIDN'T MAVE
TO S0 NMOME BY MYSELF AND STAY IN AN EMPTY NOUSE, MY MOTHER
DIDN'T MAYE TO WORRY ABOUT ME BECAUSE SNE KNEw | was 1w
A SAFE AND SUPERVISED PLACE., T IS IMPORTANT TO NAVE TNIS
PROGRAN TO KEEP YOUNGER CHNILDREN BUSY AND OUT OF TROUBLE.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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LANGUAGE PROGRAM {ESL), EL PASO, TX

PREPARED STATEMENT OF MARTHA GRANADOS, ENGLISH AS A SECOND
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF GABE PRATT, 4-M CLUB, EUASVILLE, TX
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PREPARED smmmmormummmz,mmm
THE NANDICAPPEN, EL PASO, TX TION

My name is Maria Luisa Martinez. | am & wadent &t Socamo High School n B
Psso, Taxss, | am teen years of 290 and inthe tenth grade. thave asmall famlly. It
consists of two brothers. | am the only gifl in my family. My cidest brother is mamried
and has two children. The next brother is 17 and is @ funicr st my high school. There
wro only the firee of us at home. My mother and father are dhvarce. My mother
generally works in 8 clothing factory but she is not working now. My school provides
my brother end | with free Rinch and breakfsst.

| am representing a progrem called VEN Business Office Clericel. VEH stands for
vocstional aducation for the handicap. in this program | have lsarned cffice skills such
83 Sing, Sling out business forms, word processing, proaireading, how to answer the
mmmmm The program hes been in progress
smlmhﬁl m?m“h pmb::m
program o jain &
cafiad Business Professionsls of America. | joined Business Professionsis of America
les! your. | bacame very active in this organization. | wese invoived in fundraising
sciivities, socisl svents, special projects and community work,

in March of iast year | was one of 3 student selected by my taacher to go to San
Antonio . Texss, for the Business Professionals of Amarica State Leadwehip
Conference. | had 8 wonderful experience. First of all | got to fly to the conference.
We stayed in a beautiful hotal. On the day of the contest, my advsor took my team
which consisted of three VEN students to our contest sight end we competed in &
contest called Computer-Aided Graphics. 1t was sxeiting o compete with other
siudents from all over the stxte of Texas. During our foaur day stay we got So mest many
new v exciting people. We sven got to go 1o Sea Worid which | had never been to.
This year we are going to Houston ,Texss, to compete in Computar-Aided Graphics.
Mumwmmwmmmmmh
myssil and my abiities, has helped me to become mare independent and hes helped
mhhamdlmmmdmplﬂ.

My futwe pians are to finish high achoal and go to colege. Bacsuse | have leamed
many office skills in VEH Business Office Clerical, | feel that | can get an en¥y job in an
office to help pay for my colloge educstion. 1 fesl that | am computer itarate and this
becomes a necessary skill when warking in any office. | will aiso be abie to type my
own term papers for college ciasses which will help me fo make better grades.

| am vary fortunate to be in my second year of VEH Business Office Clarical. | have
ieamed 8o much sbout computers and office skills. This program has given me skills
that | will not only use in my personal iifs but in college and the wark warld.  The
federal money provided for this program is welspent.
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WMMAWWM%#VMMWEL

first of ail, | would Eke to introduce mysell. My name is Gus Zamora. I'm froma
Mexican tamily of six. This includes my mother and father, my three younger sisters,
m. 1 am SReen years okd and' a sophomore at Socomo High School in El Paso,

1 am representing the Advanced Honors Program at Socomo Migh School. This
program not ohly ssrves'ma, but hundreds of other students with spacial aptitudes.
The program has halped me overcome some cbstacies. One of thess obstacies was
my dscipine. Whan | was in junior high, | never set time for my homework. | would
Siay up late doing or wait untit early the next moming. This ail ended when | entered
high school. There | had a planned schedule, which managed my time. Knowing the
n?ummm.lmmmwmmm:mlmww”
we

This progmam can help any student. it's only up to the studsnt if he or she want
fo take advantage of it. R makes one use one's mind by taking one beyond thinking
Emits. The program haips both the students that really put afl of their effort into sche ol
as well as those who need a §ttls extra help. R teaches most of all that we am the
controllers of our ives.

Hoping to graduate in the advanced honor program, | think 1 will find the career
a want which is to become a doctor. This year | am studying three honors courses,
geometry, aigebra 11, and Engiish H, along with four other courses. But in order to
socomplish my goal | must not stop, but keep on going, gain confidence, and maintain
the my work ethic. There is no finish ine. | must set and achieve now horizons.
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PREPARED STATEMENY OF SABRINA BRADFORD, PEOPLE FOR PEOPLE
NOMEWORNX CENTER PROGRAM, FLORENCE, SC

Ny name is Sabrina Virginia Bradford and I am an sleven year
old sixth grade student at Theodors Lester Elesentary School in
Florence, South Careslina. I bave attended the People for People,
Inc. Romework Center for two years. My center is open Nonday
through Thuraday for an hour and a half each day.

The People for People, Irc. Homework Center is a geod place
to complete class activities. 1 bring my school books so I can
work on homework assignments for the next day. 1 receive
sssistance fros two certified teachers and volunteers.

This progras has rsally helped me to sSrovw and ses that
lesrning csn take place after school hours. Watching other
childres work st the center makes me aware of things that I can
do to help myself in school. I am encouragud to work harder and
my attitude about homework has changed.

Being s member of this program keeps ry asway from
television, the telephone and playing befors avhool work is
completed. Having s set iime to come t¢ the asnter and study has
helpad me to organize By assignments and work harder

Ny grades improved in some subjects and that he 1pd me
reslise hard work and good grades would help me in the futurs.
Other students in the cesnter have improved their grades, teoo.
The Homework Center Pr~grrc helps us help ourselves.

The Homework (encer has given me Aan OPPIrtunity to help
you .fer stucents with aspecial preecés. T help thes with their
homeswvork after I have fi;ished amine. I have seen howv Pleased
they ars wher their work is co.rect, nrit and -omplete.

The People for People, Inc. Yosmework Center hass besn
reco.nised in s ststewide djublication of Tue Children's Trust
Fund, "It’s Time”, and was prisented an sward by the South
Carclina State Department of Bducation for their centribution to
publi~ education. This Homework Center Progras wes also festured
in s national pudlication, *school Child Cars Report”. There
are seven other Psuple for People., Inc. humework centers besides
mine ‘n Fiorenc: Countr. Lagt <vear, about three hundred and
f1fty chiidren attended these centers. The Homework Centers
raslly work!?

Being a participant in s pregram that is recogniced by state
and natiopal organisations makea me feel pProud. The Homswork
Cet _or has help:d se understanc that I can feel better sbout
ayself when I sm preparsd for school. Other atudents feel good
sbout themselvrs, too. The Homework Center hss alec helped me
underatand that I can fe-l better about myself when I can help
somecnc eise learn and grow.

179




174

PREPARED STATEMENT CF REBECCA S. NATHAN, OAK GROVE RESIDENTIAL
TREATMENT CENTER, CHARLESTON, SC

Todsy's youth nesds more guidsnce than ever. Osk Grove and hundreds of
facilitfes lika it try to provide the guidance and support young pesopls need to
§rov and sature in 2 manmner which not only denefics them. but sveryone else as
wvell, becsuas today's youth ars tomorrow's leaders.

Evary time scocial service budgets are cut, t’e like telling children no
ong can or will help than, and so, they think that no one wante to.

Carolina Youth Development Center in Charleston, SC is privets, nonprofit
and made up of six programs under one BoalX BY UIYittors. Ths common thread
shared by all of the programs ie service to the nseds of children and their
fanilisee. My progrsa, Oak Grovs, 1s o rasidential treatwsnt progras for young
puocple who do not need to de 4o & hospital serting, but whe do need a
therapautic snvironsent to work through smotionsl issuss.

In oy case, Carolina Youth Davelopment Csntar works clossly with other
community bassd programs such a&s Citics in Schoole, an alternative school for
9th and 10th graders who have for some reason found that normal public high
school 1e no longer working for them; or che right e‘tuation for them po be in,
Cicies in Schools offers arn option desides dropping out and helps the scundente
work towsrde their high school diplosa. Cities in School has sental heaslth and
substance counsslors on staff, 4in ordsr to detter their chances of helping the
studente. These pesple hops to shine 3 licecle light on the derk lives of these
children.

The folloving poss expresses some of sy thoughts and feelings ebout Oak
Grove:

Oak Crove provides treatwent, a warm helping hand
Far the children who pesed 1t, becauss they underetand
What 4t's ltke co be loncly%hurun; and sad

So thay show the kids that ot everything'e bad.

They work with the familise, not only the child

Taking things step by step, not mile by mila.

Self estess they will reise from the child who thought

That they vere no good, 'ceuse that's vhat thay'd been taught.

But the epsca tuat they need, and the funds ere not hers
To place sll the children in nsed of their cers.

Unfortunately funding for non-medical, therspsutic prograss 43 gensrally

insdequats. For every 00 applicancs to Oak Grove, lees than five can ba
sccommodsted.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SARAN BENAN, NATURAL NELPERS PROGRAM,
BRANDON, SD

My dad sings while he cooks. 1It's habit I suppose.

Sver since I can zemamber, 1've heard him sing, "I love life
and I want to live,® in an exubezant voics. That's all I
knov of it and I don’t sven knov if it's & song, But I do
knov he believes the mes and has instilled in me that
same love. The love of Delng allve.

I'm involved in a program at school called Natoral
Helpers. 1It’s a pesr counteling 9roup; & cross saction of a
few teachers and many kids, cloctodigs the student body.
Tesns naturally tend to confide in trust their friends
before going to an adult. This program capitalises on that
relationship by training those who are rscognized by theirx
pasrs as trustworthy and willing to listen.

Bvery ysar I go to a training camp and sach time we are
taught a simple recipe to use. It is called the helping
sxi1l and it sexves anyons who uses it. The helping skill
involves letting my friends knov when I’'m concerned. That's
all it usually takes to hava them opsn up. Then by using
guestions, I can help them identify the problem, possible
solutions, and thelr conssquences. I've besn trained never
to give advice and confidentislity is a must, unless the
problem is too big to deal with or invioves abuse, suicide ox
other major irsues. Then I know to go to an adult advisor
who then deals with it by using resources in Sioux Falls such
as Threshhold and Charter. Other steps to the helping skill
include £inding out what your friend is planning to do and
expressing support- letting them know you'rse there for them.
It sounds simple and it is, but it's effects axen't.

Last yesar, during school, I was appxoached by & friend.
She's one of those happy 90 lucky individuals, always seen
with a smile. That day the smiles wers gone and !t a3 sasy
to see that something was up. I asked and got the reply,
"Just & 1ittle £ight vith some friends,”™ and a guiver of the
chin,y Saying she'd xather not talk about it, she turned to
jeave. 1 was about to lst her go but caught her and told her

t 1f she felt like it later, I1'd be thexe. By sixth
period I got a note. That note revealed that her little tiif
vas just & symptom of family problems and suicidal thoughts.
It made me think of my Dad’'s song, and I couldn't undezrstand
hov someone could disagree with it,

PBecause of my strong bellef in life and the value of it
1 wouldn't have known how to react. I might have done
something fatal like trying to- talk her ocut of it, dealing
with it myself or promising not to tell. Thanks to the
Satural Helpers program I knew what to%do. I went
immsdiately to our school counselor and the situation was
handled from there.

I am honored to be a part of a program that 1is so
succesful. BSuccesful because it has helped at least one
person, because it involves kids helping kids. The knowledge
and skills I have leatned will be with me for the rest of my
1ife. They will continue to help me help others, to let them
know of the value of life. I can't think of an 1dea morze
beautiful than that.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF TAMI RAE ALCONOL/DRUG .
IﬂKﬁ&D PROFHNUI.ST

Ny name is Taaf Knox.I'm 14 vears old. I am currently
attending St.Frencts Indian School. I will De in the

9th grade this vear.l hava 8 sfaters 3 are oider then

me and they ars Gerolyn;23Jenni21,Unu;19.My other ¢
siatars are Jatme;?,Kkatiasd.1 have T drothers and they
are,Gerald;d and Shaun;i.Ny mother and father are

Lyrella and Gorald Sr.In my past I had alot of prodlems

due to the fact tha: I was using alcohol and chemicals

to escape my Protlems but I was onlr making them worse.
This went on for about & vea: and & helf before I hed
finally relized ~hat I had a problem and that Ineeded

aoma help,I -was too scared to ask sc I jurt Lept or do.nj
what I was duing.So my som finaliy went RO go and get o
somt help.That's when I went to OUR MONE RE-LISCOVERY in
Muron then when I came dazk I went Dack %0 av syne Clg
veing friends so I fel) Back to where I Fad started from.
Sc ny ads jot in contact with alty Sordesux and itacey
Kerples.Thay are the counspiore ot toe [oug 2nd Aicoho!
Sreveanticn Program av St.7rancs Toaisn Sahesi 50 <hen

I ztarted “c ¢ &nd et tham zhen 2%tar o white 7 12: 291

T was ztarting o 3¢t bacx n 3v T2t 33-40.5C they Are

tne onas I reclly fook up 4o tut X can Lt 3 way2 I Jepen-
d4ing o1 thea caute I hiva %0 12arY hewm tO wirk o9 my own,
But when T nesded tc te)s to somiorne they wears 8Iwdys

Thers oo az INE for aeny othsar Li%s who nesled aelp

Ut Yixe 1 aic.They helped us b-idg Jp sur se.“-=gteam,
se-Peconflaerce, ad! Du"14F3,If So+ry wagn’'~ o C-03 and
alcohel B oavent .o Proaaram thes wma p.Tht cf been at 2l
JELRG.ThE 318c2 ~here wg gc £5 DY & QJ” MEling. 3t sice
we 22") Kichesl Hensry Touth -centel (We o tiere L. dapress
IWoh we Fzdi,.pie’ James about Sur Frelfings watc: acvies abaut
drug ard alcorci abuse,snd tiaen wr sat 3n8Cis afiareards.

It is a successsul arogram trat's what I thlinv.Mos students
w 1) Se zcoing afser thevy tind out that they Lizes 5 probiem
=co. 1 thenk tha* thay are scarsd jurt ‘ike I was oefore I
hic come In to “Frz proyran.And I aigo taink tHat the parents
sould get mcre favc.ved witn the 2. 02rans tiet Jthe pad e
are putting on for tnim.The kids tu” THIre wil aix FunNing
aryund ard getiing sent %> ;afl saculd o= §4 anothe pert
whera they can express thier Tealfags 1nitead ¢ f &G=tting o
2f jail and going 1o ge find anoTher Darvy
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PREPARED STATENENT OF TIMOTHY SCHMIDT, IMPROVISATIONAL THEATER
PROGRAM, PMERRE, SD

wahhh‘-ﬂpﬂpl_ﬂh—t—
St Sovn ths *#“ﬂﬁmﬂfﬁhﬂaww

These words 10 a special song."] Am Somedbody”, expross one of the
greater prodbiess facing young people today, the problem of seif-respect.
Iz it all right to be “"myssif"?: What do 1 do sbout all these sxpectations
that | face? Who will be there to heip me through? Aa Improvisational
thester troupe can answer or help answer all these guestions. Rt can
mend the "broken sword ", make it whole, and give the hope for new
dreams.

lmprovisaticnal theater is a program which combines the art of
scting end the tenderness of listening to effectively educate youth sbout
making decisions. The troupe works out the basis for s shost one 1o two
migute skit addressing the prodlem and then presents the open-snded
scene and follows up with questions that promole audience participation.
It can cover & wide varisty of sudjects, ranging from gstting bullied ‘
around on the piay ground, to alcoho! and drugs, 10 dealing with eating
disorders. "Improv” is sponsored by ths Department of Drug and Alcohol
Abuse and by the Division of Highway Safety. It is a five ysar old state-
wide program with over seventy-live troupes scattered :hroughout small
towns and large cities. lmprov focuses on local teens an ¢ their ability to
help solve locsl prodlems. They have the power to help their peers dring
out the “specininess” in sach of them.

The unique way this program functions is to form a support group
of young poeopie of the commugity to be availabdle ready 1o help any
ane who wants to rexch out. The group consists of a #xristy of teens.
There are “jocks” and “fine arts people”, "druggies”™ and "nerds”, Native
Americans, African - Americans and Caucasinns. and male and female.
The objective is to present all sides of a subject in s portrayal of realistic
problems so that the sudience can elfectively explore sojutions with the
group

My background has provided me with a special experience which
has been part my success in this program and part of the success of the
program in the state. My family is a unique biend of varied races, and we
celebrate this richness of cuiture and heritage. Improv is all about being
*vaique”, "special”, and “one of 8 kind ", My Improv troupe gives me 8
piace where | don't bave to worry about how | act or what | eay. | know
that [ will be accepted for whoever [ am. That means a2 jot to me. | think
that all kids need is s piace where they are accepted for who they are not
for what they pretend to be, An Improv troupe certainly will dothat. At
our training camp we have & saying, "I am semebody”, We say it over and
over and it is truly amazing what it doss for young pecpie who believe it.
It opens their eyes so they can se¢ what a special gift their life really is.

Tem A prowty was meds %o me
sven of ths thmes 1 can'S sou

1
wgsu.:ud 5 ¢ gift Snd'thet gift wes glom o ms’
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF LAKEBA NUNTER, PROJECT ADVANCE, ILLINOIS

Being ths mother of two children without skills or training I sss the
ceed to furthber my Education, learn a trade to qualify for smployment with
sarniogs to provide the dest possidle 1ifa for myeslf and my children,

I have lots of support from my !nuz. Ny mother bhas always encouraged
#e to g0 s far as I can sducationally. "If you don’t want to go to school
for yourself, go for your cbildren,” she told me. Although I have my family's
love, support and encouragement £t i{s still not essy to make it.

T a&m lucky to have baen sslected to de a part of Project Advance, a
progran for tesn mothers at ths Illinois Departmesnt of Public Aid. This
progran has given we hops for a better 1ifa. They hava helpad ms to learn
a8 lot about 1life: how to maks goals and work toward them, the importance
of dirth control, sod child support from oy childran's fsther. Sicce I've
bdsen is Project Advance I know I'm & Detter parant and s better person.
¥y future is even much brightar. In sddition to tha support of my family
1 can count on the support of Project Advancs.

My cass manager Ns. Emma Bailey is a delightful lady, who 1s & lot liks
sy mothar, 10 fact I think of her as & second mother. Sha constantly encour-
ages we to go forward, not backwards and raminds me that no wattsr how hare
it is I can advance »7 goals. It seans ae though wa have alwsys besen friends
bacsnse I can count on her for needad child care, transportation, help in
making decision and just to de there whan I need her. To top it off Ms. Bailey
1s &lsc & lot of fun, I nasd that vhen I'm sad.

Project Advance is s mandatery program. That means that to get your
public sid chack, you must go to school, training or work. With kind sup-
port, they have pointed me snd many toher teen mothers inm the right direction.
Many girls in the project have resched their gosle. Thers is oo doudt in
uy miad that I too will be succeseful.

I'm ehankful to be a2 part of Project Advance. Ny only wish 1s that more
young mothers could de in this program. They toe could duild a better future.
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In the State of South Dakaota there are many programs
which help children. Children’s Home Sociexy is one of
these. Childran’s Hoee Society, or CHS, is one that works
because it has many parts that help children, thay help the
children who have been taken out of their homss, snd they
1istan to what the children have to say.

Children’s Home Society is a place that has sany parts.
It has a school that teaches children to do Detter so they
can 9o back to public school. CHS has a hose for children
who need special attention so they can go back home or to a
foster home. They have people that arrange foster care for
children who aren’t going back home, because they still have
problsms with their famities. They also have specia)
therapy with sverv child alone, and with their families, who
may nesd help to get along SO they can 90 home.

The Children’s Home Society helps children who have
been taken cut of their home by giving them love, a safe
place, and rules that are 9ood fOor them. It gives them a
school because there aay have heen some problams that
happened at the pubdlic schoo), or because Mom or Dad were
beating tham and they can not concentrate on their work.
They g9ive them special help with things that have happened
at homoe.  Jhey help the ¢amilies Jearn how to teeat children
80 their children can Yive at home again. CNS gonetises
puts chiidren in foster homps. Instead of going home and
getting hurt, or having probliems again, they can work ocut
their problems 1n a safe place.

Children’s Nome Society works becaus® children have
probliems they newd to-tallh about, so they talh e pecple who
wOork on getting those problems solved. When I have a
-problen there are therapists, teachers, and child care
counseiors I can tali to about my problems. They talk to me
and ltisten to what I have to say. The staéé like their Jjobs

h®lping chituren. They also like to love and spend tiame
with us. They 1ike us a Iot.

My favorite thing about CHS i1g tie activities we do.
We ride dikes, 90 roller skating, 1ce skating in the winter,
and go to parks. At CHS I have been in 8-H, which tsaches
children new things, and D.A.R.E., which teaches children
how to stay off drugs. 1 fea! CHMS has helped ag most with
work ing with my family to 9o back home and to publtic school.
I am happy that moon I wil! be leaving, but I‘m sad
beacause I will! miss the children and counselors at
Children’s Homa. CMS is a gresat place to be!

/
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MOSNE YEHUDA, WE'VE GOT A NEW ATTITUDE
PROGRAM

The Urban Ecducation Partnership Grant, at Johnson
Schonl, known a9 the * Ve’ve Got A New Attitude® Progran was
designed to increase perent participation and achlevenent,
decrease bad behaviors, and isprove attendance. The project
hopes to change student behaviors by recognising good
bDehavior. The project also provides students the opportunity
to participate in lssues In the school through the student
counci] and the student newspaper. Afterschool activities
also help students In need of homework help. Speclal
activities sncourage parente to pacrticipate 1in thelr
chllidren‘s ecucation.

The programs provided for many fleld tripe as rewvards
for good behavior, attencdance and sxcellent achievement.
Because ] participated In the programs, I learned many
things I did not know which are very helpful to ne. In the
camp program, ! learned about microdiology, math andg Indian
lare. 1 participated in games and activities that helped me
Jearn to coopecate with othere. I learnsd to be more kind
and earing about others.

In the Seif-Esteem Program, ! learned to be more
inteliligent about the way I handled pProblem solving. I
isarned to try to talk over problems with the peoplie Instead
of fighting ot arguing. ] learned to think I wvas an
isportant person and that oy family |is also good and
important. I learned " It’s Not What You Have: It's What You
Do With It* is the secret to success.

The private businesses that participate with the
school because of this grant have given us a lot of
encouragenment. One of the programe Provided tutoring at
North Central College for students In grades four through
#ix. Many students wvere also able to attend A summer cangp
and study program at the college. Another program prov.Zlsd
special tutoring In sclence for flfteen studente at the
Amoco Corporatiaon by esployes volunteers.

In concliuslion, I would llke to say that the Urban
Baucation Partnership Grant- We’ve Got A New Attituce
Program at Johnson Schocol, helpsd me be more serious about
my echoolvork. It helped me feel bDetter about myself and my
fanily. It made e think about my future and set goals for
my 1ife. It made me more aware of other people and what they
fee!l and need. It macde me fee! that oOthers. not Just family
and teachers care. [ hope it will continue at Johnson
School. | wish all school children could find the positive
things that 1 founa at my seheol.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF KIMBERLY S. DENNIS, PREPARING FOR ADULT LIVING
PROGRAM (PAL)

Being in fostexr care and involved in the P.A.L. Program has
he me a lot through all the tough times that I have undergonae.
It not easy being moved from an environment with ® who
cares, loves and shares the same lifestyle as yoursslf to live
with an unknowm family who probably d4id not care about you in the
same way. I will tell you that was the hardest situation I have
had to go through. I don‘t or didn‘t feel in my entire life
would end up with a family of a differsnt race. It is not
thing one prepares for when ons beccnes a teenager. At times,
I thought God hated me decause he made life Esll by not being
able to mes my sister or the rest of my family. I always miss
them; but while in foster care, I felt as if I had lost them. I
would cry myself asleep almost every nighe for about a month be-
cause life was just horrible. I faelt alone, scarcd; and it was a
terrifying expesrience.

ing

Now I hava gons to counseling, and I have adapted to my new
life. I am working again. I recently purchased a car. These
are things the P.A.L. Program hslped me to do. With the Pre-
pPar for Mult Living Program, I Xnow how to make my own
decisions and manage my own monay. With the knowledge I knew
before 1 antered the program, I am more mature and T feel that I
am in control of my life. The experience of understanding the
cultures of a differsnt race has made me believs that everyone
is not as they are categorized. 1 truly love my foster parents,
and I feel I ows them sy life. They give me the love, care and
trust that I never felt when I was living with my real family.
Truly, they are "hsaven-sent” people, and I am gratsful that God
sent them to me.

When I go out on my own, I will have all the education from
the P.A.L. Program and the little things that the Dombrowskis'
{my foster parents) have taught me. In a way, it seems as if
it was a miracle for me to be abused as I was, bescauss the cut-
cove of everything done for me by the Department of Children and
Family Services has been wonderful.

Thank you.
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Care MOtivates my f1V4 %0 leamm,
Care sxpresses lowe.

As a young Virgin Islander, I sm {ndeed plassed to represent the Ivanna
Cudors Kean Nigh School froo my native 1and, St. Thomas. I am inde:d
ovarwhalmed and proud. .

As 8 young child, 1 was always curfous for the nourishment that education
could provide for ms. This has bDrough me to my senss of place. The educatiom!
savirorment has contributad $0 my sense of place. Tha teachers, principals
Nve sndowed their imowledge upon this striving young adult. They have
411 taught me to strive for success,

Thare hava Deen many obstecles. and challenges placed befors the -
studants and Kean Nigh, but with the strength to strive for success, and
being resinded that there are adults who care, 1 knew that we could overcoms.

Thers i3 not anocugh equipment to atd 1n the learning process at Kesn
Nigh. but as I mentioned Pefore, wa have always been taught to strive
for success. Mo have also been faced with many challenges. A few of
thess challenges include Quiz Sow, and the Communicetions Art Showcass.

As an active participant of the Communication Arts Showcase, 1 have given
a chance to exprass Ryself. This fullfilling showcase s an event that
#1ow: students to sxpress themselves {n varicus ways, Such as Kon-Originsl
Poetry, Original Poetry, Chorsl Rasding, Spesch, snd Oram.

From the words of Janat Jackson's "The Knowledge®, sie said that
we are in a rece betwesn education and catastrophs. She al1so stated that
1f wa want to recafve the knowledge, we have got to:
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF KISWMA FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS
AMERICA, v oF

§ what §» Puture Business Leaders of Americal It is s pai:ional
student o sation pmnng:'.uoau for the world of business.

- Right? Well, partly so-yes, bu. it goes desper-much deeper than
that., If applied ths nine (cals sf the associsticn to mast the

“nesds snd wvants” of every mexber, the result would illustrate the

organisation’s true memning.

vuture Dusiness Leaders of America's trus meaning becomes clear
with the confidencs and leadership abdilities gained from minor
tasks, with the insight gained into the many businass ocarsscs. and
wit?‘;hc adility to understand and relate to psople of all walks
0 ..

Confidsnce and lesdesship do Dot Rave to bs gained selely from
organising snd conducting s discount cocupon project. Often, it
comes with the little things~-calling s Dusinassparson, writing a
welcome ietter to a nev chapter, giving a commnittes report. oF
deing electsd local Junior tresasurer.

As you venture into the ccemunity snd to conferences and workshops.
gou meet sany pscple. Becsuse of this exposure, you see and Degin
to understand snd accept people’s values, philosophies, and ideas-
sven ¢ scme may be oconsidersd different or ncnm
unacceptable. Whather or not you agres with their thoughts
actions s not important. What is important is that you recognise
poople as individusls. .

Putuce Business Leaders of Anerica members are alse blessed teo have
lsarned that when elimbing the ladder of success to alweys Place
a hand up to climd snd the other cns down to help someons else up.
aAnd 4f you Rappen to fall there will siways be somsone to help you
back up the Iadder of smuccess.

That is what Puture Business Leaders of America is all about-the
confidence And l1sedership developed from “little things.” the
insight gained into the many business caresrs, and the ability to
deal with pecple regqardless of personal differences. That is wha'
makes true business lsaders, and that s why I sm proud to Dbe
Amsrica’s Puture Business Lesders.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF GALVIN JONATHAN GUERRERO

» DRUG FREE TASK

FORCE, SAIPAN, NORTHNERN MARIANA
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Task Foros Is not taking mesasures a8 extireme s those in Los Angeles and

This, howover does not imply thal &t is nol concomad of prospective, The

dire stepe towards praparing the youth of the isiands © defond thamseives in
Approaching the two different youth groups n an sppropriate mannor for asch
one alep Sowards effectively getting to the youths. It Is one step towards winnirg not

war on drugs”. but also the war on the evils of @ complacent socioty.

Orug Free
major gities.
is taking

iH
HHE

Our lsiands are not facing & drug problem as serious 23 thal found in the USA. That is
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The Young Adult Program has helpsd me in many ways. It has bhelped
me to prepare for future fnvolvements, to $© adbout life's endesvors
and to bs my oven bdest friend. In Deco~ing an adult there
ars many things neaded to prosper in lifs. For axample, finding
and ksaping aexploymer:, managing wmonsy, living 4independently,
and the many modes of tranaportation to get betweean here and thers.

I fesl finding and kesping smployment pleys an important r0le
in life. Noole, dough, Rmoney, however, one cares to cail it,
it's always important. Without financial succens, life would have
puserous fallures, including living o your own.

Living on your own can be very axciting, yat frightening. What
13 important to know is that diffsrent people need different things.
When life decomes stressful, scary, exciting or happy. it is
important to remember that you can Call on socmecne within the
program in times of need.

The Young Adult Program has supplied me with information on various
modes of transporiation. Thesse modes are bus, bdike, or car.
I was also shown how to purchase health an® car insurance. ia
this way, I know where I am going and how T will get there.

Knowing you have tranaportation usually provides a secura mind.

Assessing your strength defines the avility, quality and content
within a person. Wwith this reslization I am & much better person
than I thought. With theses thrae qualities I am able to give
my all to my job and know it is my very best. I believa through
thick and thin I will always win,

In conclusion, the Young Adult Program has been very effective
and beneficial in my life. The program provides information,
facts and/or servic-a to all young teens in need, This program
is & must for Aall ycung teens approaching adulthood,

141
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PHEPARED STATEMENT OF DERRON BEI L, INTERACTIVE TELEVISION SYSTEM,
, BEAVER, OK

In & smal]) school n the heart of thw plains, im=-
proved learning conditions ers Bard to come by. Since
budgets arc low and costs are Aigh, not enough twachers
can De hired to give rural children che difforent pos-
sibilities and variety of classes that many laryer
schools ofler.

Gne of the most innnvative solutisns to this de-
ficiency in rura] sducation {s the Intersctive Tele-
vision Systen in Beaver County, Oklahome Linking four
county schools into ons ¢classroom, £Als proyram pro-
vidos several ways in which students can gre the most
©ut of 8 rurel school education.

Ny neme is Derron Dell and I attend Beaver Nigh
Sclool. The meain advantag» I see to this program is
the greater subject opportunities. [n two poars of
Aigh school, I have taken four classws that T wouldn't
ordinarily have been able . _ take in Beaver. I've
takan art from Ar. Robinson in Turpin (26 miles avay).
I've taken Spanish I and am taking Spanish I; from Mss.
Peglin in Porgan (7 miles away). I am taking Advanced
Placerent Engliah from Nrs. Neltun st Beaver oy home
site}. Nithout the ITV, it ls very unlikely that our
aschool could afford to offor thesc courses.

Other advantages of the system include geteiag to
know studants foim other schools, lcarning how to handle
hi=tech equipment, and seeing tirst-hand how the other
schools operate.

Of course, every syster doos have its drawbacks.
The sound system is pot flawless, and the person~to-person
training, particularly in classes such as art, 1s limited.
Howwvar, both sides weighed, I ehink the positive is
definitely the winner hers.

€
61"
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF NIKI NARRIS, INTERACTIVE YELEVISION SYSTEM,
BALKO, OX

Interactive tolevision e 8 pew concapt 4n rural sducation.
It allows students to taks Courses thar would othorwianm B
ons ailadle due to tha lack of quatified educstora. Through
this program, rural schools can assist each other without bdeing
foreed into consolidation.

What exactly is intevactive talevision? Tt is television
uaed a» 8 telephone. From my classvoor in Balko, 0K, ¢
can hear and see my teachar in her clasarpom in Resaver.
She and I ars adle to nOot OBly sec sach other: dut speak tn
each other s well, I can 22k questions or snawer than s well
as if we werta in the same TOOS.

Eeth clasarocom has five video caperss and eight television
sets strateptcally plsced so that 21] estudents can see sach
other end the tesacher can nee sll studenta. Thare avre four aets
in the front and four sets in the dacek. In the teachat¥s room, sheo
stends (n the frunt and watches her studente from the television
set in the Da:k while all students wetch har from the sets in the
front. The five cameras have three purnpoess: Thrse caneras are
used fregquantly end the Other two ate Oonly bdackeup camcras.
Ons camora $s used for the atudenrn. It projects their image
to ons television. Tha resaining twe axc used for the tsacher.
One shows her 48 she teaches and the other is used to serve
&8 & chalk doard, The teacher 4oea on her desk what she wounld
normally do at a chalk doard and then shows it to tha class through
this csmara.

In cach of the four classrooms thore 38 s FAYN aachine. Thie 1
a vital pirce aof gquipment in the systam. ¥a use the FAX machine
to aund papers dack and forlh bDetween the teschar Ard the atudents.
Sometiwan the FAX machine doesn't print well amd the Papars ars
difficult to read. 1If this occura, we have other Ways of sanding
our papefs. WNe can mafil them 1o each other and we also have &
*Pony Expross’ ayastem we often use. In smell rural areas such
&% ours we can use our aeighbors and friends to transport
our necesaary papers. For sxampie: A friend in my class lives
closs to A lady who teaches in Bsavar. When our FAYX is in-
convenirnt 1 give things to her to give to her neighdoer whe then
takes the things to aschool and gives ther teo my teacher in Resver.
This process also works vice verss.

The ITY system has heen a grest denefit to the educationatl
syste~ T sam involved in. T have heen ahle to take coursas that
wiil insurc mec datter preparation For further aducation.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CARRIE GROVE, INTERA
OVE, CTIVE TELEVISION, FORGAN,

¥ho would hove thought a rurel Oklahoma community of
7000 scatterad ovsr 50 syuare mfles would come up with the
sdvanced technology of the Interscrive Talsvision c€lansroom?
The 1TV classxoom not only benefits high school studsnts but
also slsmentary students #nd adul¢s in our community. The
1TV systenm connectad four rural schools into one intaractive
classroom atmosphere., Hers in rural Oklshoma, schools vere
nor capable of offeri-y clasass and prograns shat are avail-
able in the larger school districts. For many years, uotil
the TTV systeo wvas introduced, we wsrs at s dissdvantage 1n
our curriculum. Nov we sre able ro bstter mest the curriculum
demands of the Oklahoma Nepartment of Education. We uss the
ITV clasaroom to imprave the aid of learning for every one in
Beaver County.

AfTter an extensive asount of time snd planning this
atvancad television classroon was introducsd. The asount of
money ncaded to begin & systss like this was astounding.
Donors and grants halped to saks this drear become renlity.

Spanish I and II, advancad placament Eoglish for Juniors
snd seniors, accounting 1I, and art I and II are the classes
offersd to high school students. College cources are also
offersd every sewester through Northwwstern Oklahuma State
Doivarsity., Adults and seniors are adle to receive college
credit without having to spand hours driving the 240 miles
round-trip previously vequired. Elenentary students are slso0
offezad an slemenrary Spanish courss Whare they lsarn the
basics of Spanish, 1iks Row to say hello "hola", and how are
you "como ests usted”. A largs punbar of night Community
Education Progrems are also available.

It takes & lot of time, sffort, and preparstion for a
system 1ike this fo work, Ths school sdministration, the
faculty, and ghe individual ITV teachars all have to cooperate
for this to be a positive situation, Administrators most be
wvilling to deal with the risks normally found in any sdvenced
technology. The faculty must reslize the importance of the
students recaiving al) the aducation needed to compete in 2
worid markat. Tinally, the ITV tescher must be prepared to
teach 1n s classrooe environment whose limttstions are dictated
by the technology. The benefits of these three working together
ars linitless to the rural student.

The social Danafits of the system include neeting kids from
othar towns who would otherwiae just be Tivals on the opposing
side of the fiald or court. In the past kids couldn’t go te
other towns and single. Now we go to other Rtowns and pick up
some friends and go chst with the other kide. 1t's like we ars
one big happy fsmily made possible through the sdvances of
technology.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF KAREN L. PELTON, INTERACTIVE TELEVISION
COMMUNICATIONS, TURPIN, OK

Education is our futurs, and if it ware not fnr the Interactive
Television Communications, mine would be lialzed. The TV systam is a
fiber optic network which connects all four high schools in Sesver
County. Mot only 1a it an aducational tool, but also it helps our
comsunity 0 grow and to unite. By being s membor of the sparsely
populated Oklshoma Panhandle, I fesl thet it 4s an henor to be provided
with such an axceprional sducational opportunity. Tha ITV systam 1s &
nnique teaching tool, heips sducate our shildren, and helpa to build
the basis of our community.

By the uso of ap underground systen of fibdber optic cabls, the -
11V connacts all four high schools in Beaver County: Torpin, forgan,
Baaver, and Balko. In gach school, o special classtoon &9 Set up for
tha classas to be taught. Each school Im adls o communicats with the
other by the use of talevisionn. Classes such as art. sdvanced placessnt
English, Spanish, and accounting, which wers not avsiladls to all four
schools bafors ase nov available. The TIV systev sllows the studests to
be able to communicate back snd forth as 1if it wvers s regular classrooa.

By being the first of its kind, the ITV systss 1s to dDe a very
successful program, It snhances the student fv want to learn while
making lesrning fun. Ths ITV system i5 nor only & leatning tool, but
algo it makes education reem not so boring, T am & twov year student of
the ITV systew, and I fzel that I have become 8 more vesponsidle and
patura citizen, Students ar® pors sware and slert knowing that three
other schools ars watehing then. The Interactive Telsvision Communications
is definitely & great technigue to help educate our children.

. Bach day the ITV systap helps to unite our comsunity. Students sre
able to make friends with studsats fron other schools which they may not
have had the chance 1f it wers not for the ITV. Also, supsrintendents

and community leuders froo the dif{ferant towns ars able to discuss legis-
lative damues over the 1TV instead of hoving to prepars = wseting. Not
only does the ITV systen aducats our youth, night classes such as sociology
and geography are available for adults, The ITV system also drings visitors
from other cities and states to visit our progras. This gives the students
opportunicies to meet naw and intsresting people which they would otherwise
not havae bDesn able to mect. All these factors help the ITV gyarem to build
and to make our community s better plsce.

Interactive Talavision Comnunications is 2 special and unique System
which bensfits young and old slike. From ons psrscn’s dreas to & reality,
ths ITV systsm bas placed Bsavar County on the map. I would }ike to thaak
sveryons who has holped mske our sducationsl draam comc to life, ewpecially
the Oklahoma governmsnt. I will always to proud to be part of one of ths
grastest systems of education in the United States of America, the ITv.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CHRIS HOFFMAN LARSON, NIELSEN EMANCIPATION
NOME, ONTARIO, OR PA

Dear Alice Galloway,

] am writing you adbout the Nielsen Emancipation Mome in
Ontario, Oregon where 1 recently completed the prograa, I em
prasently legally smancipatsg and spendi the susaer with oy
Qrandfather in Portiand. This fall I will attend Lincoln High
Scheol in Lincoln City, Oregon where I will be a senior.

I have been "in care” one way or other for the malority of my
life, having besn thro the adoption procass & total of three
times. 1 have bewn in foster care and group homes, anc I fTeel
that the esmancipation home changQed my life dy squipping me and
allowing me to take charge of my own life.

The Nielsen Esancipation Mome is & ssmall Ma and Pa operation
that is home for up to eight young san. While there you learn
how to work, how to sarn your own way, how tp budget monmy, oake
meru plans, do your own grocery shopping, your own fooking, your
laurddry, housekesping, how tp QEt along in a group metting and
they help you get a drivers icense. The Nielsen's and their -
helper Doyle taught us not by Dbabying us or holding our hands,
but showing us (i1f we asked) how things were done ang then left
us to ourselves. When we goofed they tried not to make & big
deal sbout it; thers were always plenty of chances.

While there you are required to go tO a Once 4 wemk =eeting
to discuss issums and work on problems. The local Mental Health
ageancy provides & worker to assist in this process. The local
conmunity aleo has an Employnent Consortium that helped some of
us find employment, and they also helped with special sducational
costs.

1 made a lot of frisnds wnile I livec at the Nielsen's. Some
of the fellows, pecple I worked with, and went to school with
will always be in my memories. 1 Nhop® to stay in touch with some
of them.

The Nielsen's care about each of us but don't expect to take
on the role of Mom angt Dac. They work Nard to set an example of
& Qood marriage and family. They keep their own family life
separate while still caring about each of individually.

Thas program changed my lafe amo I know that it has helped
ather young men too!? When you reach the age of 1& or 17 you
begin to want to distance yourself from authority figures. !
believe it is important to De able to gain control of your Own
1if® ano make your own choices. You need to choese not to use
drugs and alcohol, you need to be responsibdle anc get car
{nsurance, gat right, tare care of your Nhealth, snd pay your
bills. You need to be a good neighbor as well as to be good to
yourself, and that is what the Nisleen Emancipat:on Home gives
you the opportunity to learn and experience.

am  thankful for this program and the Life changing
experignce 1t has given me. s
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SOBB! JO GRIFFITHS, FOSTER CARE PROGRAMS,
YAMHILL COUNTY, OR

1 decame an 0ff1icial Nentor Program sn-olle on Septemder 13, 1988,
1 mgreed under oowpiisnce thinking I would put ip =y eix months and
then be fres to return to Wy old lifs style. Little did I know
that God and the Nentor provider family had differsnt plans for me,
It was & 1iving situation that I Dhad no idea existed. Here they
carad for me ae 4f " 1" wers important: mseting all of =y needs.

Three montha into tde Kantor Program 1 experienced culture shock
and relapsed, Ny built~in insscurities, low self-estaem, and
issves ©f abdbandonment surfaced. During this peripnd, wpeciftic
.interventions wers introducsd to me which deslt with my relapee
bedavior. The role modeliang of lovs, trust. and security caused
»e to ses what could de "my" way of lifs. For the first time in
my 1ife | had someone to turs to in times troudble and I was loved-
unconditionally. I begas to axcsl in sverything!

Upon graduation froms the Nentor Prograw 1 was accepted as & nemder
of tde Nentor/Proctor family. It was following this first hurdle
that I attained Beighte never before thonught reschadlie by me. Ny
first year at Y-C Figh Sohool I received six acadesic achisvemsnt
and $mprovessnt awvards. Xy OFA wept from .30 to 3.14. Since my
scoumuiated credits for graduaticn were below the stats standard,
my school counsslor helped me prepare & plan so | could graduate
with my class. Ny foster fasmily tutors ms extsnsively.

1 became interested in school activitiea and playmd volleydall and
softball. 1 was selected to represant Y-C Righ School at Orsgon’s
Oirl'e State spending a wesk at the University of Oregon learning
abgut our State's Government. Vhile tders, ! wae elected wmy
county's First Citizen~-an bonor 1 aball never forget.

Ky life ie on & positive cliab-anytbing is in my resch | This is
made poseidle by the love and support of sy foster family, and
“gur® comsunity. If tds road gets tough I only nesd to get that
reasguring bdug and positive dirsction from =my foster-mom. 1
realise I have bhad to overcome negative behaviors enabling se to
accept love, trust and eecurity-and too, that others have hed to
Sain these very qualities from me. 1 a® now a loving, trustwortdy,
and law-adiding tsenager.

1 love ny foster feaily and am secure {hey will slwaye de there for
a¢ in every phame of my life.

Oragon's foster ocare progran worket Vithout Oregon‘s CSD
{ntervention [ would be juet another numdber 4o the criminal syetes.

In the future =y goals are to return the care and love I have
received by my foster family by securing an adequate aducation and
working in the juvenile justice syetem. It 1ie my desirs to belp
teene in troudble by sharing with them tbe same love and guidance
my foster family has ;rovided me in both sy home and work Place.
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4nd women to grow and maturs in an atmosohers that supoorts the fundamental
belief that any individual can achisve Ms or hor life goals with plamning and
raaching for those goals,

Scounting teaches us the Scout Law which statss that a Scout is Trustworthy,
Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courtepus, Kind, Odedient, Chesrful. Thristy, Brave,
Clean, and Reverent. By Scouting promoting and sncouraging youth to live by
these Ideals Jst imagine the greatness of a generation of Americans who could
describe thamselves with these aualities.

Scouting also addresses what we call the * 5 Unacceotables” in society. First.
POVERTY: Scouting is battling poverty by striving to Breax the poverty chain.,
Kics from impoverishes families are Drought iInto Seout Trooos and ars able
fEperience & program which builds self~confidencs ang sncourages scucation ang
troagsning of horizons through the Nerit Badge program. Thus, Scouting strives
10 create citizens with the abdility and desirs to break the chain of poverty.
Second. HUNGER: Through Scoutings National Good Turn oosration called
"Scoutirg for Food” Scouts nation wige distribute food Dags which are gathersd
the following ~eek and the food is then distributed to the Jocal Cammumty Food
Banks or other local prganizations which see that the food is mage availadle to
the nesdy families of the arsa. Third. ILLITERACY: Scouting atdrecses this
unacceptible dy promoting numerous doox programs and ieaching all Scouts that
education is important and reading s necessary, Fourth, CNILD ABUSE: Scouting
has a orogram which teachss its voluntesrs and ths Scout and Nis oxrents the
8igns of child abuse and what procsdures are to De taken if abuse s susogcted.
The new BCY SCOUT HANDBOOK contains an insert about child abuse for the
Scout and his parenrs, Fifth, DRUGS: Scouting‘s orogram of "Drugs a Deaaly
Game" aorssses e final unacceotabls by gistributing drouchures. opstrers. ang
omther madia to the Scouts. the:r Samilies. and schools Striving tc edutate
svervyone about the gangers of Drug use.

Finally. I would like to share an experience we had in our Scout Troos. A YOoung
bov with Spina-Bifds ined our Troce with no goal other than making somes new
friends. Imtially he was very shy ano cuiet. His parents had resuested that we
treat him as any Other member of the Trowo, which we did, After a few wesks he
began to ooen ud and sven deciged he would attend & week long Summer Camp.
Sirce David’s oarents were 1n & financ:al Ding dus to his megical congition. 1t was
necessary for him to sell Scout Sxoc tickets to earn the money ~e¢ wouls neeg 10
90 0 Camp. Not only did he se!l enough tickets to pav his Camp fee he scid the
second jargest numder of tickets sold in our District ano won & ragio 48 his orize.
At Summer Camp David decidec Mhe wanted to learn how to swim. Although
paralyzed from the waist down he was deteérmined to garn the Swimming Skill
Award. With additional nelp from the Camo staff and sheer getermination on
David’s part he was adle to swim 75 yards in a strong forwaro stroke, swim 25
Yards in a bacistroks, ano float for one minute. David was thrilled sith his
achievament. Since that time David has become an avid camper and now Is a more
outgeing and confident member of our Trooo. [ want to say that all of our Troge
have learned and grown because of David being a part of cur Trooe. He has shown
us that desire and persistance are more imoortant than the pnysical limitations
wWe may fee] we possess.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MICHAEL ANGAIAX, NATURAL NELPERS PROGRAM,

The Noturs) Helpers program in the State of Alesks is s program thst
is giving young psople the adility Lo help sach other survive through 1ife’s
struggles. Neturel Helpers are high school age students who are trained in
Yistening end referrsl skills 1o serve as informal peer counselors in their
respectiva schools. This is not to say they give advice to students who
spprosch them with & probism, but rether Noturel Helpers give possible
options to help o fellow student on their way to s resolution. If 8 Natural
Helper feels thet a sttustion is too difficult to desl with st any time, they
have sccess to numerous professionsl counseling groups from which they
may ssek assistance or te which an individuol mey be referred.

The Nature! Helpers program was {irst brought to Alaska only s Tew
short yeers ago in 1986. It begon with the reslizetion that when students
are faced with every day problems, the mejority do not turn Lo their
parents, teschers, or school counselors for help end guidence, but more
often to their friends and the fellow students with whom they fes! most

comfortable. Thus, what would be mare logical then giving students the
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listening skills and ability to help each other in desling with common
prodisms? But, 1t would be impossible to train en entire school with the
skilis nacessery to become an effective helper, so there would need to de
some way of training only those who could reach out to afd most
individuals. Therefore, students within each school were polled and asked
to list those with whom they felt most comfortable spesking. Then, so
that students wars not picked on 8 popularity desis, such 8s sometimes
happens in other polis ke homecoming royelty or student counct!
elections, students were chosen to represent the various cliques within
the school. This act involved distinguishing which student was pert of the
"jock” clique, the “nerd" clique end svery group in between. Thus, students
were selected to be treined as Natural Helpers by vote of their particuler
socisl group. This system proved to bs ths best wey to reach the entire
student body of sech school end give the widest variety of students the
opportunity to become pert of the Netural Helpers group.

The meain tratning for those who wish to represent thetr school as
Natural Helpers tekes place over 8 single tntense, emotions! weeksnd.
Those who participete sre required to remain et the designsied training
sight, which s often their school, for the sntfre weeksnd. This mesns

sating, slesping, and taking part in every activity with the entire group.
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These standards are requirad in hopas of unifying the group es Last es
possible. The start of the weskend involves group activitiss that help
woruoho in Introducing and meating sach other. In the beginning, the
peopls tnvolved in the weskend training session are often in an swkwerd
situstion for they are with peopls they ses 8t school but have never truly
spoken with before baceuss the cliques and sociel groups of high schools
ars often riscriminetory. After thess social boundsrias ers broksn down,
ihe students are at » comfort 1ave! with ons snother where nothing will
inhidit their Iserning together. Then, throughout the course ¢f the
weekend, each student perticipstes in activities end workshops thst
increase their listening skills, meke them aware of warning signs thst
may be noticed in students with serious problams, tesch them how to and
to whom to refer individusis when thay ara having trouble desiing with a
student. Most importantly, they learn their own limits as Natural Helpers.
On the last night of the waekend session, an activity simply called
*Sharing" gives sach person the chance to speek and reveal persons! things
that they are willing to 18t go of and share with everyons in the group
with the assurance that whatever is s810 in the group steys in the group.
This “Sharing” 1s & very emotional experience and truly bonds each

individuel together and gives the Notural Helpers the strength to become
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en sffective helping group. After the treining weskend, the Natural
Helpers mey agree to designate weskly or bi-weekly masting times where
other lesrning workshops and activities may sccur or whers students have
o chence to exploin 8 problem that wes brought befors them and sesk help
in deoling with it themselves.

By training students to becoms Natural Halpers, the entirs student
body of a school benefits. Incressingly productive results have occurred
ever since the group wos 7irst introduced in Alasks. Teen suicides have
been prevented, individuals have gone on to seak help for drug and slcoho!
probiems, and numerous other positive changss have occurred within
schools. With esch school yeer, new Nsturs) Helpers ere trained and ssch
school is provided with more individugls who know how to approsch
student problems. The progrem has grown tremendously in the few yeers
that 1t hes been In effect, going from being used primariiy in Alaska's
lerger citiss such os Feirbanks and Anchorage to where 8 Natural Helper
may sven be found in the siate's smallest villages. Many junior high
schools are now starting up Neturs! Helper progrems and there 1s o
textbook being written primerily for this group including the training of
Nature! Helpers. Nature!l Helpers hes proven ftseif an effective program in

the stete of Aleska and if implemented 1n those states in the union that do

not yst have an squivalent program, the youth of todsy will be far more

ready to handle the problems and struggles thet face them throughout 11fe.

4) . Y
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My namc is Winterlude Patterson--1 go by "Kayla”. 1 am
sixteen years old and a junior in High School. [ am an AYI
kid. 1 have been in AYI for two Years.

I I became an AYI Xed when I got out of my second treatment
center. At first we really didn’t have too much
comsunication on my part. They appointed a lady in charge
of me to take we to socially acceptadle recresational
activities. Her name was Isadel. Isabel brought me to all
ny appPointsents and helped me get an ID card and was gy
advocate,

AY1 has funded my braces and sy work. They have sade sure
my foster parent has enough time to run her business out of
town :lth respite care workers. They have helped me even
travel.

AYI has also put money inte my work. I work at Lakeside
ory Center. the drug alchohol trsatment center I went
to two years ago. I now have nineteen months of sobriety.

AYI gave me a psrson to take me on socially acceptable
recreational activities. This person helped me cash oy
first paycheck and get my identification card. She was
slso moral support during stressful times.

All in all, AY] has been a good program for me. This Year
I got to travel three times because of AYI money. 1 got
the support 1 need to atay sober and some incentive. 1
didn't just have this stuf given to me dbecause I sat
there. I had to stay sober and be acceptadble and go to
school. In other words I had to work really hard to get
these things.
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The Explorer Fost #3535 is a youth o:vu{tntion
sponsored by the Alaska State Troopers. Tha organiszation
gives teens from ages gifteen through twenty an
opportunity to obtain insights of Just how law
enforcanent works effectively. Exploring gives its
menbars hands-on sxperxience working with the officers in
many fields. Explorers vork on "Search and Rescue,”
crime prsvantion programs such as "Crimsstoppers,” and
the "Hers's Looking At You 2000" program. This progras
involves Explorsrs visiting the elementary and Jr. high
schools and teaching refusal skilis to slementary school
students to prevent drug and alcohol abuse.

This ysar, Explorer Post #55 had the opportunity to
compete in Lake Tahoe, Nevada. Explorers competsd and
Placed third in Hostage Negotiations and varicus other
pelice skills. The FBI agent who judged ths contest
called it "The closest competition ever.” He also said
ve showed superior skills.

This program is a great organization for young
adults who have an interest in any law snforcement field
ox to get a3 better understanding of life as a 1lav
snforcezent officer. It is a program that can increase
8 participant's practical knowledge of the law and the
Justice system. It also gives young adults a senss of
responsibllity within themselves, the Post and their
advisor.

The program works becauss of the dedication and
motivation of each Explorer in the Post and the Pout
Advisor. We ars given many responsidbilities and are
expected to carry thea cut in a professional manner. We
learn to respect each cother and are alvays villing to
voluntesr ocur help within the Post and throughout our
community.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF GALL FILES, DYS PROGRAMS, CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO

August B, '#90
Cape Girrrdeau, Mo
Daar Sovarnor AShcroft:

1 xa writing you this letter t0 ln{wmnhoutmmwpgm in Cape
Sirardesu. 1 am saventsen years old and 1 liva In & foster hone with Irene and
Charles Sostic. Fostarcire i3 & favily that tekes in kids and help them in
fanily situation, Just 1ike they were thatr own kikds. Thay take us to church
and mpl; us with support and nurturing. e tr{ to 7111 our needs the Dest
wsy they feel possible. If it wasn't for the S«t ¢'s, I wouldn't have .vary much.

1 bacame involvad with Division of Youth Services because of my childhood
prodleas and family issuss. As @ result of this 1 became involved in lots of
predlens and began to run away from home.

. ¥en 1 first came to Cape Girardsau, 1 was put in the new Proctor Carg program.
ais {s when & Crininal Justice major voluntasrs t0 taka A child Jist smmg out
2* 2 OYS facllity and helps them out by helping them find a job, Caring for .
feiz:ny them know that Somedne doss Care. &«c’lny snd 1 did not get along nr{
well. 5 the Division of Youth Services and Unviversit, hﬂzﬂ me out. I also
have a tracker, Or a8 matrl really called, on Intensive Lase Monitor. To lst
you know mors about our | . this Is whan 8 Crininal Justice major helps 2
r £hi1d or one who rmm out of & faciiity, to find a fob, or just do
un thinps, like littla sisters and dig sisters wovld do. 1CH helps ma look for
Jobs and taiks to me about my problens, She Balps me ocut a lot. 1 em glad that
recple Jike har in the Proctor Cars and ICM progrems ars hers to help us in owr
<ime Of nsed. We in the Proctor Care and ICM program are the fortimate ones to
!';‘n,m mﬁ: u:;‘m ones hare In Cepa Girardesu with DYS and tha unviversity, they
pus 3 .

Now to let you know mors about our scheol at SEMO Community Treatsent Center's
Day Trestment, it 13 used for several different things. One th nT is for students
that got suspandsd from school ortnqﬂropmm. Qur school gives then ¢
chance to get their cradits back. It's a real big help for the stutents.
they go thare and sse a1 the people that are thers to help them, they become 2
1ot more confident in themsslves and try harder, then they can apply what they
fearn et Day Treatment, Another resson for Day Treatment is for students 1ike my-
seif studying for their SED. The GED students go two hours every day, to help
then g:ls their GED exsm. It has helpad ma out 8 lot. 1 should be ready fairly
soon to take it thanks to the teschers at Day Trestment. Another resson It used

is for the residential sducation progras for tha yorng men st the homes. It
heips them for when they get out of the group homes and went £0 get dack into
school, they'll still have their credits. g men 1ika it very such and use

it to their best advantage. The Dsy Trestment is 8 dig help for il of us.

Last but not least, we have our Aftercare counsslors, secretariss snd the
hesd regionst workers. Thanks to these e, we kids get cur clothing and other
nice things. They sake sure that ve have right kind of materisls for school,
they make sure that we g:t to the doctor when we need t0. It's coering people
11ke them that make us Rhave cur heads higher sbout curselves. and also help us be

confident sbout many things.
In clmng; 1 would ke to say God bless you for ai] the good tMng: you Nave
tat entl

done for the e of Missourt, sres of sdvocacy Is in the ares of dren’s
prograss, and in psrticuler, sexual sbuse survivors programs.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF TINA COFFERT, FUTURE HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA,
RAVENWOOD, MO

-

Life in the United States of America is a series of causs and
offect relationships, releted to svary aspect of a citisen's 1ife. Some
of the greatest, somotimes most dsvastating of those causes, affsct the
youth of our country.

Ny childhood years were spent with an alcoholic parent. I can
recall every incident as if it were yesterdsy. Although my family's
ajtustion was not ms critical as others, to me, it was the most painful
thing I had sver endursd.

As a msvanth grader, my hooe economics aducation teacher/Future
Homemakers of Americas advisor cbsarved my low salf-esteem, Dut was also
asware of the potential for development. Ehe encouragsd me to becoms an
active member in Puture Homamskers of America and indesd I 4id. I have
since participated in local to national activitiss. 1 have attendsd
four regional reetings, fiva state leadership conferences, three
netionally sponsored cluster mestings, and four national leadership
sestings.

Through attending workshops and listening to speakers I have
developed my self-confidence, self-esteenm, and leadership skills. Being
s sember has done so much for me, that today I am the national president
of Puture Homemakers of America and served as state president last ysar.

Through sy travels ‘and sxpsriences. I have seen and heard about the
many projects taking place in hone economica classss and Future
Roosnakers of America chapters. 1 have seen commnities bDecome aware of
such issues a5 AIDS, Dbirth defects, drinking and driving, the
snvironment, teenage pregnancy, and peser pressure. I bhavwe seen wmy
friend Tara®, who was samially abused until put into a foster howe,
stand before sevaral audiences and give an illustrated talk. I have
cbhasrved chapters provide regularly schaduled assesblies for elementary
students on iasues such as telsphone safasty, prescrided medirine safety,
and fire safaty. Chapters alse develop esctivities for elesentary
students during county fairs or for pretesn and junior high age students
on weekends. Our chapter activities are directly related to the family,
the central focus of hooe economics educstion and Future Howemskers of
Ameica.

As tesenagers, we are a vital role mode. for young children and o,
peers. I firmly balieve that if children have 8 positive environment in
wvhich truth, love, security, and faith ars realities, not dresms, then
many would not resort to viclence, drugs, or suicide as an answer.

I have seen mysslf become concerned about education, so concerned
that I would liks to become a home economics educator and later pursue a
caresr with the United States Department of Bducation.

Knowledgs is power and America‘’s youth need more of it. Education
begins at home and it {s more then math, English, science. and history.
Education is beceming functional and succsssful in an ewver changing
world full of causes and effects.

*This name hag been changed.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF JiM MASSEY, MARKETING EDUCA
3 TION PROGRAM,

The Narksting Bducation progras allows high school studsnta to Jesre nsable skills
io

mesketing, satrepreceurship, and mansgement. The classroom curriculus includas
the study of sconomics, msrist operstions, sslling, human relstions skills and the
war

{ous sspacts of internaticoal msrketing.

An intsgral part of Marhating Kducation §s the vocational studant organisatios,
DECA. JECA is & clud sdich affords stodmta the opportunity to damomstrate
sardeting and ssnsgemant skills acquired through their Marketing Educstion program
in sctivitiss such as competition, caresr davelopmsnt confsrences, asd carear
opportunities svailable through cooperstive programs with dusinesses.

Ths function snd advantages of DECA sre dest illustrated by cur amblem the diamond
wdich has four points of importancs. The points consist of vocstional under-
standing, social intelligsnce, civic censcicusness, and leadsradip dewelopsent.

DECA provides its -lhon h:t‘::; v;::tlml ::;3 This s!!t;:l studants the
opportunity of actusl mar sxperience as as students to
furtder their education dy awardiag scho 1 g the \f-rhtmn:
mesagemest. SEANIN

Social intslligence is an

ons . - - - /
- - R . B

or of m\%ﬂmt«-gn-zml Using the

of the dismciMd, perssversncs, & Maxhating uﬂim

Qu;&,p?eh‘.w;::tmtlomm ondtw_p{:" 1

The smphasis on & job well done is very important to both marketing and DECA

marketing and DECA. The DECA tag line shows the importance of achisving thoss
goale, reading as follows: “Devaloping Puture Leaders in Narketing snd Msnagement.”
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PROGRAN, , MO

The Indepandent Living Progrém 43 an opportunity for taenagers in foster care to
acquire dbadic survivel Skil)s. Nany teenagwrs growing up in foster Care d0 0Ot Dave the
opportunity to withess & consistent set of sdult Deaviors. The Independent: Living Progras
ax{sts t0 help thess teens make 4 SEOOth transition from their home environment to the
adult worid of responsiditities.

The Independent Living Program i3 the resy)t of g 1985 study done in Nev York. The
statistics reveilad that fifty percent of New York City's homstess wre former foster care
Gependents. These individuals were relesssd from agency care without the necessary skills
they needed, thus decoming a burden to thefr comsunity.

Independent Living group skills training meets on a week)y Dasis for $ix to twelve
sonths.  Youth who slect to jofn the program are paid for their sttendance, participation,
and completion of homework. This serves as an incentive for the youths to compiete the
course. 1 feel the incentives ere important beciuse & Jot of teens lack the maturity to
gnderstand the extrame importance of this class. Datly living skills coversd inclute
decision msking snd communication, legal fssues, values, dwaling with stress and peer
prassure, health, personal hypiene, transportation, housing, safety skills, woney
mansgement, and aducational planning.

The Independent Living Program also provides ths opportunity for youth to participste
in seminars and f1e1d trips and to 1isten to speskers from the community. The sewinars are
usually basad on self-gsteen. The underlying message is that good self-esteen leads to
good chotces ¢n 11fe. Field trips ove usually o places in the community, such as banks,
grocery stores, apartments, or Cir dedlerships. One IriD was o the state capito! for
016 Advocacy Day. From this experience we learned how other pecple outside the Division
of Fawily Services are working to help us and protect our rights. The program speskers are
peopls from the community who Spectalize in pudlic safety, Grug and slcohol abuse, or their
perticular grsa of expertise. The program 150 utilizes forwer foster care youth who are
Tving on their oun successfully. A1l of these people are Drought into the progras to
tesch, inspire and encourage the foster care taens.

As & future productive citizen, 1 would 1ike to take this opportunity to thank 811 of
the people who have made the Independent Living Program avaitable, Ve sre 81} created
equet, but becsuse of misfortunes in Tife some people are given road Dlocks to overcome. |
betfeve that through the benefits of this progrss. [ have an equal opportunity to achisve,
conQuer, and excel 1n my endeavor to become a successful human being who will be adle to
contribute to saciety and mayde in some way return the gift to others that hss been given
to me.

25
BEST COPY AVAILABLE




PREPARED STATEMENT OF GREQ FOSTER, EXPLORER POST 108, BSA,
. BROOKWOOD, AL

1 represent Explorer Post 108 of the Black Warrior Council-Boy Scouts
of America. Our Council serves 12 West Alabama Countfes. Post 108 is
sponscred dy Jim ¥alter Resources, Nining Division In Brookwoed,

1 became & member of Post 108 as soon as I was old enough to Jofn.
The Exploring program gives boys and girls 14 through 21 years 0ld the
chance to Jesrn sbout a variety of careers first hand. But that's not all.
It's the best way 1 know for teenagers to have fun and laarn at the same
time.

Nost of our caresr training comes from hands-on experiences. je'wve
Tearned everything from weiding to forensic science. Our sducation doesn't
stop with careers though. Last year the Captain of the Nest Aladbama
Narcotics Squad gave us a two hour seminsr On drug adbuse. HNe Jet us watch
videos of actual undercovar Dusts in ocur own commnity. The videos and
watching Mm desonstrate what it's 1ike to be arrested, complete with
?mlcuf:ing and searching some of our own Explorer members, really Teft an
mpression,

fne of our most “interesting® meetings was on sex education. The
Student Health Director from the University of Alabama was our spesker. It
was & charce to get the correct answers for 311 those ambarrassing
questions every teenager his.

Being only & few minutes sway from the University of Alabams gives us
an unique opportunity most kfds around here can only dream of. I's talking
about sttending coll sports events. Every year we have a3 baseball and
basketball game honoring Explorers and cen attend at no charge. But the
bast part is during football season. We get to usher every home game and
receive free admission in exchange for our services. Nith all the home
gimes a sell out, it's quite a trest.

Service projects ars another part of Exploring that 2llows us to0 give
something back to our community. A few of the projects we help with are
Scouting for Food, & program that collects canned goods for the needy every
Novemder, and the Narch of Dimes WalkAmerica held every May.

After serving as vice President and now as President of our Post, |
can guarantee you Exploring 1s one of the best youth programs anywhere.
Lock-ins, volleydall, rappelling and our annual snow skifng trip to
Gatlindurg, Tennessee are the fun parts of Exploring. But the parts that
will stay with me the rest of my 11fe are the friends I've made, learning
how to handis responsibilities; and most of all, knowing therse are pecple
who cara enough about the youth of this country to provide us with such an
excellent program as Exploring.
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OF ELLERY YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT
PREPARED STATEMENT COOK, VAL

A young colleglats telephoned one afrernoon to infors me that
shs was spending her sumner working for the State Health Department
of Alabama. She was asked to complets an independent study on infant
mortality 4o the state. As we talked she was axcited to tell ma that
this golden opportuaity presentsd itself due to her prior involvement
i the Youth and Covernment program. Ber sanior leglslative dAll was
txtansively ressarched snd written on infant mertality, and upoa
reading her bill the Health Board offered her the job. As Alabama’s
acting youth governor, I was slated to hear how this program continues
£o servs young pacple even after graduation.

Being involved with the program for the pset two years I am
acutely avars of how unique this program is in aiding Aladama youch.

By performing model legislative and judicial braaches, young psraons
sain a "lands-on" understanding of what the political, dedating process
ia all about. In lats February tssms from across the stats compete in
8 Judicial competiticn. The teams--either prosecution or defense—— pre-
seat their case in froot of s jury and one of seven youth judges. The
Tounds ars hald in g county courthouss with the final trial held fn the
fedaral courthouse in Moatgowsry. With the oak psneled walls gnd the
iotimidacing judge’s bench, the expsrience is one never to be forgotten.
In April participants enjoy a four day legislative session held {n the
statalouse chambars. All srate officsrs are slected prior to the event
and perform their dicies throughout the weskend. Each repressntative or
S4nator ressarches and pressats a bill he bas previously preparsd.
Compittes hearings sre conducted and s calendar is formsd in rules com—
mictea which dictates the flow of bills on the chamber floor. An inter-
8sting espect is thet even after intense, argusentative debats tha
young paople still walk out of chgmbers as tlose friends.

I have heard of and heve sttended other modal government prograss,
but I balisve this progras is epecisl becauss of the amount of planning
the youth put into it. From the end of Septamber until the waeksnd in
April, young people attend plenning retrsats and nsstings in ordsr to
discuss and vote on svery change or rule entered into the program, From
discricts to curfew to drass code, the rules are the youths' decisions.
As youth govarnor I act as chairperson of these retreats and brsak all
ties on voting issuss.

This YMCA sponsored progran is original in thet it was designed
by youth forty-two years ago and remains s "youth-run" event today.

The progras sdhares to all state gover~ment ideas in its format including
parlissentary procedurs whils it motivates young psople to become more
involved in issues facing the state of Alabsms. From taxes to environ-
nantal landfills to a state lottery, young people present their ideas.
While practicing public speaking youth also learn to appraciate snothar
perspectiva or perhsps a completely differant viev. No matter what the
outcome in the chambars or in court, hZghschool students from Buntsvilla
to Mobile grow and share in their knowledge of the state while learning
the value of working together to solve the probless of today.
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BRNKLEY, PEOPLE TO PEOPLE PROGRAM,

PREPARED STATEMENT OF W. KEVIN
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF PAMELA YOURG
eomuh MOTHERS® PROGRAM,

Teanage pragnancy is one of the national fssuss thes is
prosently gonfranting qur state. Aladems ranks shird Aighest in ghe
nation in teenage pregnansiss. To acsdress the overwhelsing neads of
the pragrant fuensger, the Young Methers' Progras at Ensisy Migh
Schoo! was davaloped by the Birminghae Sosrd of Kducation, Iss
Soale ars to:r provide s comprehensive acadesic snvironment for the
pragnansg orj $o decresse infant morsality) to sirengthan
paranting okilis} to provide continuity of prenasal care and
sRergency intarveniion) sno provide vecational skillaj %o isprove
decision-nsking sxills; and to decrsase school dropout. Parsonelly,
1t has helped So Ainsure en sxtellant SULcRNe So my pragnanty in
agaition o providing a way for me t0 continmue in school and enhance
my future sutloou. When I became pregnint &t age 16, ! falt that my
future had dean severaly handicappe. The Young Methers’ Pragram
shenged Ay thinking, &g subsaguently ay life.

By Dady wan cduw to be born on Fabruary 3, 1090. Sut on
Deceabar 3, my watyr Brok® Suring ssheol. Mrs. Johnson, She
progrem’s obatelric nurse, rushed se to the hospital in an atterpt
o delay sy labor long smough for the Deby's jungs to fully
gavelop. On December ®, my 3 1/2 pound bady girl, Shanigus, was
born. She was in Intensive Care Tor twd wewks and casa hosp the day
before Christmas. Mre, Johnpon wap literelly @ lifs—saver. Without
her swift intervention, ShaniQua would have been among Alsdama‘s
infant soriality statistics - mhich are smong the highest in the
nation. Nrs. Johnsen Nas sint® Decon® ay "Schaol soms" gnd Bod~
Mother to my daughter.

During tha lengthy atay at home with my premsture infans, the
Young Noshers' Progras proviced sy echpol work so that ! aight
cuntinue my aducation. When { returned %0 scheol, I was sllowed o
ROk® Up Any Miseed work snd continued o maintain an A-B averags.
The fetulty mambers of the Young MOthers’ Program sstadlished a
Siose relationship mith e during and following my pregnancy. They
SNCOUragnd M@ $0 Stay Iin school and offered me the flesitility !
nesded to sanage this veary sifflcult aitvation.

An & somporent of the Young Motners' Progras, san Infans Care
Cantar is maintained for the use of students who would have to drop
sut of school for leck of child care. Thay acceptsd ay Jaughter
when NEr weight resachec S pounds. My COourSes were scheduled wo that
I spent ay study/lunch snd Occupations? Chijd Care Periods in the
nursery wish Shanique. Mre. MNall, Diractor of the Inféns Caere
Canter, provided stimulating infant activities o0 that her esrly
start in life would be put to best scvantage.

In 8n effort to move mx slong € carmer path, Ms McDonald, the
Caardinator for the yvoung Mothers' Program, worked with e in
ceveloping compuser skilie. Beswd On thiw experisnce in designing
date Dase systeas, I wes racently hired by the Mayor's office ¢o
work wish the Exscutive Nigh School Internship Program. My plans
are t? sajor in Internationral Susiness uron completion of high
schodl.,

Ae & senior at Ensley Nigh Bchool, By ensicipstion of
Sredustion in June is OF SpECis! SIgNITICANce to me., As e parenting
teanager, sy once-blaak future is now full of poenibilitiss beceuss
of She Young Mothers' Program. My daughter wiil have graduated too,
in & serse, from & fragile peginning to healthy tosdlerhand.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF FARRI K. ORTON, CULLMAN COUNTY 4~ CLUBS,

Each of us has the power to choose. We can choose to gain
mnowledge or to avoid lesrning. We can run with the erowd or
stand adove it. We can choose Pight over wrong. We can choose
to include or exclude others by being ssif-centersd or self-less.
We can develop nsw skills and talents or ignore thex. We can
puild a 14fe £1ll of loving and sharing with faaily and friends
or we can lead a life of gquiet desperation of which Thoreau
'“m'l We can be positive or negative. We can schieve or we
can fail.

4-H is a positive influence on pearly 4.5 million of our
nation’s youth. Four-H not only asks young people like myself to
“make io:? best better’. it gives us guidance and support to reach
our s.

One teen 4-H sr caspaigns to begin a recycling profram in
his community. Another makes a personal commitment tO the war on
substance abuse by organizing a “"hot-line” crisis intsrvention
progran. And another is the junior leader of ssveral clubs of
younger 4-H’ers. She usss the skills and knowledge she acquired
by participsting in 4-H to help these youngsters learn to make
the proper choices in their lives. Yet another 4~-H or sioply
ueses the akills she learned to help hor family by having a safe
housshold. preperins Jutritious foods. and i3 able to make simple
repairs on slectrice. items.

These young people are part of the nation’s largest and most
dynamic informal youth sducation program. They ars the heart of
4-H. For millions of youth across the country -- from the farm,
fron the city and in between, 4-H is ths peans ¢of learning
practical skills in hundreds of projects. But more importantly.
they are daveloping attitudes and habits that help thex meet the
challenges of today and tomorrow.

Four~H is conducted by the Cooperative Extansion Service of
the Land-Grant Universities and the U. S§. Department of
Agriculture. This strong educational base is extended to the
young peopls through a corps of more than 630,000 volunteer 4-H
‘1’0;::1;5 who share their time and talents to help 4-H’ers "learn

) 4 ng”.

Four~H has been a positive influence on my 1ife for the past
eight years. I have learned to develop my head. heart. hands and
health: first through learning basic life skills and now through
sharing my knowledge with others. I think that 4-H has helped me
to make the right choices in life and I'm glad I chose 4-H.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF NATHAN T. DUNN, MAINE HANDICAPPED SKI
PROGRAM, SACO, ME

My name is Nathan Trevor Dunn. I am a thirteen year old,
eighth grade student at Sa~o Niddle School in Maine. I was in
the Naine Handicapped ski Program that is at Sunday River Ski
Resort in Bathel, Maine. I was in the Handicapped ski Program
becauss of my csrebal palsy. That means that the right side of
=s doesn’t work a8s well it should.

The Maine Handicapped Ski Program is the only ons Of ita
kind in the state of Maine. %hen I first started the progran
there were only twenty-five or so kids involved. Now there are
m:ﬂfn hundred. They've even expanded into having their own

ny.

I liked the Handicapped Ski Progran because it helps
bandicapped children know that they can do just as msuch as
mph who ars not handicapped. There is ens-on-one

truction for sach person in the program. By having
one-cn-one instruction, I could move at my own spesd. The
instructors wars always nice and xind and treated me like a
norsal person. And the instructors in the program uses a
variety of davices - like poles that attach to the persons
ares, poles with akis on the ends of them, dlind er signs,
chains on the smds of the skis to hold the tips togsther, atc.
= to help the handicapped skisr to ski with or without poles.
ltloe to mention that because of the program the whole thing is
ree.

I think that the Naine Handicapped Ski Program helped me
becauss it hslped me learn how to ski and made ms feel like I
could do anything that anyone else could. Ny favorite part
about skiing vas speeding down the slopes, and the ssnse of
control it gave me. I naui snjoy speeding along and leaving
By parents way behind, especially my mon.




209

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CORY MULLIS, JOY HOWE PROGRAM, COLUMBUS, IN

My name ig2 Tory Mullls. age o€, ARZ [ am o2 siucent at she
<oy Eowe Prograrm (% Jolumlus, InSiana. SCo.ulCLS (m casica.ly
A Diue® CO. . AZ COMIWLT:Y, &NC CuT Program .8 fart.hate te
recelve the supper: of Jummins Ing:ne Founga:r.en,

Lrwin-Sweeney-M!ller Founcar.on. marv.n Founcat.on, The
Hesizage Func, anz mary ctner very £.ne (2cal feur-a:;ens.
The Ccy Hewe Program was foonces .o L9BZ2 £y the Sarinciorew
Sonsel.gsates Seroe! JorporaT.In. T FIA.LNCIIEN Wiin Juiaco
Cersawit.ng Center, 3., Barson. SULT S.TecISr. RAS Seen
WEr<.ng wWiin inco (& gommLnisty menta. hea.th ceni2s), Ang
re JAn:ec g ve'cp A £afe p.aCe T ASCIeSE Ime€ nescs cf
nNign rigx’ iCenTS WNC were =21 22.8 I2 BXPEIiEnCE S,CIPSS
.0 8 regu.ar e-“:c. sett.ng. &n c-e cof tmefe siucents,
AnNg <oy Howe hAL segscme That sate £osse.

4]

1 zame 1o Jev Howe 1w SELSS MGL SrO0T o2 LlE, AL3h sgnie. .

- WAS PavV.OQ pProc.eme - Z.gRIiNG, S«4.2plng 3lasses, nos
Se.ng Ty wWors, 2t3. 27 I8 Hewe, L tee. InkT Ihne AMA.Ler
T.AES Z.Z@. AND Tor® INCIV.SLRILIZes ATIENIL AN, NAE nallez me
(o QOL C.OS@r 12 T2:0merS, SNEW.NE SE TRAT SZmesne 2CeS Car
AT0L: What (E Qo.ng Sn insce me. A.sc. ne szaff atr Joy
Eowe ras ne.pec me 1: fee, tne £e.f-ecteen inat [ wag

L aC<.ng. ?ne; —ave 2.80 M. CEC e N finG.m3 NeAn.ngfu.l

pa"-:."e enp. ¢ ARG ROSWEN SuTn Lnrovalive programs

as ne Stucen: S: s.1 Coep, T Save ceen 20.e 1z SorT meney
T CLY 8 TuCt Zi-e. D nEVe R.ressy PS.S Daf«x Ly (CAR. Adc I
SOwW rave 3 gCOo Cres.: AL N

~AsSt yess 1ne Jcr Howe ?'a;ram wag Se.ec:ec Oy B, .. Yoyers
T3 2€¢ 1nhe ipous ofF 3 P35S ielev.Sion gcoccumenzary ia:riag in
~aruLary, %91, Trhe pcegitive attent.on shown IC .S DY Mr.
Moyers. nis s8sS3.sS1a7%1S, 3nc the Camers crew cic muen D help
uS stucentr o fee. Ceo:Iter 30CLT Curselves.

I an enclosing 3 grocrure scout Sur program. Ang | want (o
thanx yeu for nv:ting me tc the Natjiena: Day of trne Chilc
celeccation.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF MWSAW » MAGNEY PROGRAM, FORT

In the past three years. 1 have had an ty to be a part of an
mumumm-mmm This program has
gmmlchammupeﬂemdmatihﬂnutuwwmm

were capable of schieving. Wemmmtgedtosmech;tomdabeyond
w!ntwecoulddo,bdoevmﬂutwhld\wemgmwuydtmmofddng.

Myumgnetsdwol-‘xpeﬂmcewublndonﬂwidaﬂmynmpeople
ﬁnmdiﬁermtba:kgmummddwmk,phymdlumﬁnmad\oum. That
mmﬂdmmmmqummdmpmmdiﬁemnm. We were not

forced into any single mold htnﬂmmmedbmtewmm

In academics, we were treated as individuals as well. Our teachers took
ﬂteﬁmehworkwithexrhofm;todm!oponrse}m;tofeelgoodabout
ourselves and what we accomplished. Our school consistently had not only
mmpm,mﬂdmsmdsmkemmmemmwmtahomnedh
science, math and soclal studlies.

'ﬂ\emapetexpeﬁenceissumdhgbeymdourwﬂdesthops. It has
served as a model to encourage excellence throughout the community. And

it has prepared me well for the excitement and challenge of high school. 1
will never forget Memoria! Park.
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United Action for youth is a non-profit oxrganization catering
to the neads of local youth, no matter the ycuth's social,
sconcaical, or racial background. It allows a place for youth to
be thaxselves in & very relsxsd atmosphers. This i{s important to
all adolescents because it allovs for self realisation. United
Action for Youth accomplishes this in a variety of ways.

The prsvantion sids of UAY, known as Synthesis, operates on
the basis that "saying 'No'"™ is okay, but tesns must be given
socmething to say "YES® to. In meeting this philoscphy Synthesis
provides several activities. The first is a scund/recording studio.
It contains drums, guitars, synthesiters, & piano and other
squipment for aspiring as well as accosplished youth susicians.
"The Dating Cellos® is an izprovisational drama troupe that tours
local schools, ochurches and is also involved n ares youth
conferances. It also provides youth invelved with UAY to ba sxposed
to acting, & chance they might not otherwise raceive. Other
activities ars an ocutdoor recrsation group, an art and poetry
magazine (conpiled and written by temns), supar B animation and
sevaral other activities.

Anther aspect of UAY is the counseling/outresch program. This
pProvides services to those teans who requirs counseling as well as
to their families, an on-call counselor 24 hours a day, and a newly
dsveloped "teen rap 1ina" allowing for teens to communicate with
other tsans.

All of these prograns are readily accessible to teens and are
devsloped vwith them in mind. The staff are willing to listen, treat
youth as an equal (they do not tslk down) to them, and ars willing
to implement any suggestions or input given by the teens they
serve. Unitad Action for Youth is an all around positive experience
for all involved.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CARRIE ALICE JOHNNSON, BLAKDING, UT

Ny name is Carrie Alfice Johnson, a Favajo from the
Ueeh portion of the Navaje Resesvation. I anm f1fteen years old.
I an prasently attending San Juan Bigh Scbhool here &n Blanding.
I so in the tenth grade. I am presently involved in & pageent
for the title of "Mir? Indian San Juan®™. Other activiries I
an ipvolved in are the Indisn Clud vhere I am 2 reporter; the
Joursaliss Clud vhere I an ths faature raporter; snd the San Juan
Bigh Schorl Band whare 1 plsay the flute. I have besn in the
Band for the past five years. This past sumesr I attendsd the
Susmer Youth Experience ProSrsm at the College of Eastern Utah -
Sen Juan Center here in Blanding. Ny major studies fncluded:
Math, History, Sciente and Keydoarding. J thoroughly snjoyed
By suomar classes there. I hope to return there next YeaT.

My favorite subject is English. 1 love to write poems and short
stories.

My future goals include complating high school and con-
tinuing my higher education st Utsh Valley Community College in
Provo to begin studying psychelegyl plan to PUTBUS & career in
Corporats Law.

1 comes from a family of four. I have two sisters:
Kristi who 1s fourteen years old and s attending San Juan Righ
School where she is 4n the ninth grade; Lynn, vy oldest sister
is eighteen years old and acttends Dixie College in St,. Gmorge,
Utah. T live with oy mother asnd sisters in Blanding., My
father was killed fn an automobile sccident in Octader, 1978,

1 was only three years old st the tiws. Both of Sy parsnts
were sducated and have gredusted from ths University of ficah.
My fether had & Masters in Socisl work. My mother is working
tovards completing her Musters in Educational Psychology from
the University of Utah.

1 am a descendent from the Maryboy-Whitehorse fasily.
In Navajo, I have two major clans--one fros ®yY maternsl grand-
parsants and the second from oy paternal grandparents. 1 have
lots of coueins, aunts, uncles, and grandparents, etc. I am
very proud of sy heritage and sy "huge" family,

I vould 11ike to express ay appreciation for beiag
nopinated and selected to represent sy school end our Schoel

Dietrict.
Thank you once :gﬂln.

A8
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF CHRISTINA TORRES, SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAM,
DENVER, CO

As the Tepresentative of the GBuamer Youth Progree, 1 feel it shows
offers many good things to us as kigs. It gives us & chance fo sork
ere, iNn & hospital or daycare to & dusiness office, learning many
1ffersnt types of jobs. It shows us sany kinds Of iobs wv msy like to
ve in the future and gives us good experienc® for that perticular job.

In my ssperisnce of the progrem, 1 lserned many things about the
giness wOrld. 1 anwwarsd phones, did word processing, used the fax
hing and a8 copy Sachine,along with sany other things. It showed me
t the businesa world is Jake, Giving as Qgood esperience for future

obs 1 MRy have,

Now | realize Now importent it is to tawe full advantage of all
tasses, and cpportunities that are aevaiieble to #® in Hhigh schooi. 1
ve lmarnesd not to take the sasy Classms, Just to get 2 GQood grade or
st to g¢* out of school. Instead, & student should take classes to
spare thenssives for & successful and fulfilling future.

Through the program we have sponsors, who help us 1f = sess up.
y give us all the help we nEed, Qiving us SECONT CHENCes, SC w¢ learn
at w@ ¢an’t oo in the real world.

The Program keseps us busy during the sumser, giving us good jobs, &
ance 0 lmarn something, instead of the Oordinary mawing lewns oOr baby
$43ing jobs, along with the chance to sarn money. "1t keeps us Dut of
roudi® in the sumeer”™, saig one of the Qirle | spoke with. “It gave us
lot nf respomsibility”, esaid another Quy ] talked with. We 1#arn to bDe

gestontidble for going to work every day ang getting pur jobs done.

While getting idesas to write this paper, 1 spOke with sose of the
RheT Kids I the progrem tO S8 how they felt. A1l the kids ! spake with
@1t it wae & vory worth while program ¢to be in. One kid I spoke with,
@it that he would De nowher. today without the program. The program made
im what np ix today, with all the ppportunities offaersed to hie.

I hed the opportunity to t® in this Program because [ come from &
iIngle parent, low income family. | fwsl tNBt this is & very Qood
egram, ang it would D@ nice if private Pusinessss could Contribute
“I or provide Jjobs, s thet &}l kicds can be offered this type of

T am,
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF RAYMOND JACKSON, MONTEBELLO MIGN SCHOOL,
DENVER, CO

The Problems of Teenags Dropouts and Why | Couldntt

Teenage dropouts is a critical problam in today’s society especially
with minority youth. Present statistics indicate that 50% of all mirority
students do not graduate from high school. There are many factors that
contribute to this problem such as parent and teacher expectations.

Many parents are not actively involved with their children. They need
1o stay in touch with what their chiidren are doing in s2hoo! as well
outside of school. Television is not & babysitter that feeds children a
“soap opera” view of life. Children need structure and a consistent set of
rules. Structure at home will provide the discipline necessary to do wefl
in school and acquire good study skills,

Because of grouping, students can sasily lose seil-asteem and becoms
humiliated. Even in the first grads, the good readsrs seem to receive
more attention than the poor readers. They are praised and move much
quicker than the “slower” students. It is difficult o break this moid, be
causa, obviously, the task of catching up is unobtainable. Two of my
cousins who have dropped out of high school tall about being made fun of
or laughed at if they made a mistake. Even the teacher woulkd sometimes
laugh. Students need to fee! important even if they are not the greatest
reader.

Ditching is an easy habit to get into. Somet:imes, peer pressure forces
students to skip school. It is difficult to tum so-called friends down. My
mother has a wonderful response to peer pressure. She says, "You are the
only peer, and I'm the pressure. So, there's no excuse for you to drop out.”
Students need to be strong and realize the importance of school.

Sdmislmvearespomibiﬂtymmpotanﬂaldmpoutalm. My school
has a new, exciting program called Media Pride. The themes are related.
We will 500n do a unit on War which will include social studies, English,
math and science. The teachers know what each other is teaching. They
&6 very serious about work and attendance.

Qi)
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PREPARED STATEMENT O/’ TRINITE ALL
g&mmm

The philosophy of Colorado Youth Corps is to taks a group of girls snd doys frem
811 kinds of backgrounds and races and bring them together ss & family type
stoup. We work toguthar ss oce and Decoms mors independent snd responsibls for
ourselves. Wa also do work that will teach us skille we will seed in the
future, 1ike working with othsrs and working with & boss. Our motto is a guots
from Teddy Rosevelr, "Par snd avay, the best prize that 1ifa Ras to offer 1is the
opportundty to work hard st work worth deing.” We Rold this quote very bigh in
our ts.

Ve ars a mestidential program for 45 youth. Ws live togather for aight weeks in
ths summer at a bdase csmp in the Colorsde mounteins, Wa just finished cur third
year. I havs basn a corps member fr. all thrss ysars.

At ths etsrt of the program we want through & wesk of orientation at camo
Cal-¥ood. We, ss = group, want through a lot of initiatives to learn the r.o
T's snd the two C’s which ars trust, tesswork, cooparstion and communicstion.
¥s wust cthrough & ropes courss, trust falls and other helpful experiences to
mld us inte & group,

ATrev guy ¢rews wers chosen, v ell went on a wildermmess trip. It was three
4 - £ hiking, back pscking and refting. Tha purposs of this was so the crew
f. . 3 and eotps sssbars could duild a tight bdond of trust and work together as
= w58V,

The work ws set out te do 4s to maintein tratls built yesrs ago by tha CCC
{Civilisn Conssrvation Corps), snd to bduild new traile, wildlife ponds, repair
oid picnic tables snd fire rings in the parks, and to keep the parkes nics for
tourists and Colorsde vesidents. We worked on projects in crews of seven
people. Scwe crews do shat we call spike camps. Thet's vhen & crew camps out
in tents for & coupls of wesks working on & specific prejact. We ara very
polite with ths public arcund us. When ws ers working we raspect them snd go
sbout cur own businese. And we sre friendly snd answer sny questicns they may
ask us. Ve learv how to work.

¥e do sducationsl coursss through a local college. We work individually en work
books snd sometimss computers. Some of us work towvard getting Eanglish and math
credits to graduace, and sowe of us get our GED's. This has helped asveral
peopls, myself included, to get our high school dSploma.

Many corpsmambers and ataff build tight friendships that lest s long time. We
look up to the staff ep models. Ve respsct thew and what they say. What they
say and do can tnflusnce us for the rest of our lifse. Ths staff treat us like
sdults, not children, and with respact, also.

Relationships datwsen corpsmesbers ars reslly important {n ordsr to work togeth-
or well. Wa ctrust aach other aod build grest friendships sven though we are
from different backgrounds, races and locations in the etate. Nale or female,
we all becows really good friends snd ssem to bDecome one DIf family. And the
bonds we build will last us ths rest of our lifs. -

At ths end of the summer ws hsva 8 banguet to calabrata everything thac has
bappesed over the smumer sad the things we hsve accooplished. The bDanquet s
hald at # reslly nice place, so we end the summer sll dolled up.

W go home with @ lot of grest skills, memoriss snd f{riendships that w can
tever sesm to forget.

27]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF ANDREW NESTOR, OUTPATIENT scrooL
"GROUP PROGRANS, moe%s-rowu. AND

I am reprasenticg the Health Derartment Outpatient and School
Sup program, and am writiag t> explain how thela programs meet
the needs of the youth and why they were successful for me. I've
besen to the Kealta Teépartaent's Cutpatient Program twice, once in
1983 £or three aontas and from July te Qctoker 198, I alsc have
over 8 vaar &I s:ibriécsy andd owe Lt ts the helr cf thase twe
FLOsTARS, 45 Well a3z AA, NA  CTA  angd mest of all Roxbusy, the
reliskilotazicn ceater I owell IO
The prigrams I N8ve Jent.cnuel de2r tle needs of souti Ln
seavera. ways. T beg.n. taw vieca ars anformeld of alsoholism and
@rug add:zotion aad the effects the, nave on <he dDody. Youog go27i-
alsc le%ru t2 detedt %€ sughs cf slsivcliin and dreg addacton aad
I@_8SY UOw To treat the J21sess-. Finaal /s, Soe0 can faad . 7 ean
and wiker: A, MNA a3 1A peetiag: ald,
Thers are nany S#3£an: WRY Thiws e THC FLOGUAMs WRL@ sallRrslal

2 ozoem .5 LT cemlided I oan an 2220 .t sné ar aLccacsli:s

Ily ae.
INE a1 pleslifas ovel ANy mand alTersag slemizals. AnotlL:l Taascn

thes rel: 3ulieesful L T.3% D tap 3202 T2 TRt SRLALLE JEIIVENLAGC
Srorls wal aerc o 3rUual Ry L3E. LT LT Mg Tim ISPRICTIL.t. T 28

e Tam ) sl 3. T8 R Tany s el Thee, ntillz Lf the 1wl Froalade
I sm 3l .10 st Floar  Tur Sealltl, Deral%0ent’'. PUIGra.. Javs e
A Eexperi2ace that prepavsd ue for sch.ol T l2arnel Lww To feal

#2Zh 513 srgua.ntsnces wh. wels STL11 15 Elellr acd.o%a.d End ale.,
Got v Ze2l with jecple artunl re Wbt talvel socut usoip o sellang
v a@olsidnsls Dulling cut douvd 31 £ront 2 me,. Aacthel and Laacv
Wiy T.diz Pregoams Yeve gelss. 4 23t T roo akle tso fllalx .ty
stulests L My Schoul And L WiLi_APAFESIT Y THPENISVe ST12.0¢%hH
ang Lope.

It conzluxias, Thes2 Frograms inZorm the veuth Of this direass

and was Vvery successful for mys2lf, JUAt DIz FaNY AnrE 1 f these

Pregram: ase formed and oiher: lihe taem arcund the worll.

ERIC |
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF SNERR! GIBBS, PROJECT INDEPENDENCE
ANNAPOL!S, MD

Ny nane is Sherri Gibbs. I am 18 years old and in the 11th grade.
1 repressnt Project Independence of Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

wWhat is Project Independence? It is a program created from the
Fedexal Family Support Act of 1988. In the desi of Projsct
Independsnce it ensurss the level of ssrvice by federal

law.*: Its mission is to help children and young adults who are
grant recievers of the 2ot for Families with Dependant Children an
oprnmty to become economically self-sufficient. Many of the
clients are mandatory and scme have volunteered for the progras.

Project Indespendence addresses 1ssuss such as allk the
participants to go back to school and acquire a high school 4iploma
or a G.BE.D. Nany clients have sntered into another sducational or
enployment training program. This program tries hard to
address the needs that often are barriers that stop clients froe
from becoming successful. Some needs are met through promoting
skiils in communication, self-estesm, small-group discussion, one-
g:-m counseling, £ield trips, topic speakers, and same clietns
ve mentors.

I believe what makes this program a Success are the many poople in
Project Independence that give of themsslves. These caring pecple
put long hours in planning and preparing to help mest our neods and
goals. Nany of the clients are greatful to have people like these
becauss some of us have no one who cares. I, as a client in
Project Independence, have focused on becoming successful and
feeling good about myself. I am sure other clients feal the same
waY.

2!
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mmmawnﬁa’mmmwﬁnm

1501 Randolph Road
Silver spring, MD, 20902
September 23, 1990.

My nass is Donna NMacDay. £ am sixtesn ysars old and a
sophomore at John F. Xennsdy High School in Silver Spring, M4,
¥hen I was a little girl, I went to Gresnmvood Elamentary,
Forest Knolls, and lse Niddle Schonl.
disability is called Ataxia Telangisctasia (AT) and it is
a of the Ddlocdvessels therefors, I have sores. That
means I can't be hit vary hard or I will get a sore. Alseo, 1
cannot walk. That means I am in a wheelchair. I also have
tremoxrs and I cannot control them. I try to go out and do things
I an not cooped up in the houss all day. With my disability,
have to be pullad out of school if anyone has chicken pox
becauss it would ba very bad for me.
I hope to be married someday so I can function on my own. I
be fash

=3

hope to 8 fashion designer. I would like to design dresses
and other clothes that are unigue.

Sincerely,

Donna MacDay

Dear Congreass:
My name is Matt Dluzak. I am 14 years old. I am a Freshman
at Kennedy. My disability {s a blood discase.

Sincerely,
Matt Dluzak

My name is Tommy Lewis and I’ve been in tha Learning Center
for six ysars nov. When I was younger I though being learning
disabled was the most terrible thing in the world. I hated it so
much it was sating me up inside. I never really considerad
myself lsarning disabled. I alvays thought as mysalf as just a
reqular xis with no YNM-" For & while I used to imagine what
1ife would be like without my disability, but with all the
friends that I made some at my school others far avay I'va
started to adjust a bit. I've kept my learning disability a
sscret from my friends becauss I didn't want anyons to know about
it. make fun of me, or trest E1 different just becauss I learn
things at a slow pace.

As time went on I vanted to prove that my learning
disability wasn't sosething permanent so I decided to work real
hard &n school. Concentrating on my school work would give mo
the push to go over the edge. As a result of that 1've made the
honor roll and recieved a letter. A while dack I went to Thomas
8. Weston High School for an awvard for the First Annual African-
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Amsrican Fastival of Acadesic Excellence. A year befors that Nr
Alton my old carser counselor told me that I did a wonderful jebd
wrking at N.I.H. the hospital vas going to welcome pore kids to
work thers over the sumwer. During my last day work at N.I.M.
Pr Rosean invited me and his secretary to trsat pe for lunch as a
going avay prssant, thanking me for the work I did over the
summer

So sven though I hatsd baing i{n the learning center I’ve had
scme nice things happening to me. But because of uy angsr
against the center I had forgotten how much I've accompliished
here at John F. Kennedy High School.

Now that I'n a senior I sort of think about how my life has
changed by the tize I antered as a freshman to vhers I as now.
Scme of my friends think that I shouldn’t be in the Learning
Canter at all, decause I do so well in school and on my grades,
teachers told & long time ago that if I ask for harder work, I de
able to gst ocut of the Learning Center and into a regular class.
Evar since then I've been vorking all alone of my school work
asking for as 1ittle help as possible trying to make my way out.
I seer. to be doing a great job.

Dear Msnbers of Congress,

name is Mary McBride. I am 15 years old. The school I
go to is Kennedy High School. I am in 10th grade. I've gons to
sany schools in ny life bacause my father's gn the nilitary.
I've been to Germany, New Jerssy, Texas, Colorado, and Alabama.
I'm not the onlx child in my family.

I have a disability called spina bifida which means I had a
hole in my back vhen I was born which messad up By nervous
systen. My back vas curved until last summer becauss I had
spinal surgery on it. Also I have & shunt on the right side of
ny head ant I have a left hemiparesis which means I'm spastic on
the left side.

In tov ysars I would 1ike to go to college, probably
Naryland state University. And than after college I would like
to becoms a model and then raise a family.

Sincerely,
Mary

Dear Sir:

Ny name is Janetta Moore. I am cumntl{ a 17 ysar-old 1ith
qr.d: ::udcnt at John F. Kennedy High School in silver Spring,
Naryland.

I live in Washington, DC. Ths reason vhy I go to school in
Naryland is because I have a disability called Cerebral Palsy.
When I was little, they did not have a program for disabled
students in wWashington. Thersfore, I was forced to attend school
in Maryland, Ny school is main-streamed, which means handicappad

28
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students inter-act with normal students.

I use a comtunication device to communicate better. I am an
honor roll student. There are 2 lot of compatitions just like a
normal student would have, such as XKesping my grades up.

I have all types of friends, disabled and normel.
treat ne the sane as sverybody elsa.

I was 30 glad to find out that the law passed to allow
disabled pecple to go out into the work force. That would mean
that society is excapting the disadbled as one.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. Fisase
give me a response to acknovlege your receipt of this letter.

Sincerely,
Janetta Moore

Hello my name is April Denise Lestasevel. I am now 16 and a
Junior at John F. Kennedy High School. I like to be known as
undarstanding becauss I an.

I have a dimability and my disability is that I can read but
I can't read or wright as well as others. I am pretty sure that
it's something I can control. I have no prablems being known as
& parson with a disability.

So far I'have friends that know but don’t care. I've besn
on the John F. Kennedy chserleading team for thres years, two on
Junior varsity, and one on varsity. I was captain of the Junior
varsity last ysar.

I've accomplished getting a job on my own. I now work at a
store called Naturalizers. I have my Driver’'s Licence, and ¢T do
soxs fashion shows. I will also be graduating next year with all
my credits. It goes to show you that some pacple can do a lot of
things with a disability.

My future goals are to dbecome a profsssional model or actor,
maybe a cosmotalogist. I want to show peopls that you can be
famous even {f you have a aisability.

Yours truly,
April lestasvel

My name is Heather Whitley. I'm a junior at Kennedy High
Schoel. I'm in J.F.K. Chorus and Rockville civiteen which is a
teen club for learning disabled teenagers. WNe go camping,
basaball games and dancing. My disabilities are in spesch,
learning and emctional areas.

I'm learning how to drive and waterski. I hope to drive
next year. I also hope to attend Towson State College when I
graduate and major in Elementary Education. I also hopa to
overcome my disabilities. 2

Fondly,
Heather D. Whitley
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Hellol Ny naxme is Faten Naddad, but you can oall me

Thareaa. I am '  1/2 years old and a junier at John F. Rennedy
High School. I live with my Nom, Dad, and 4 gisters and I an the
Oldest of my 4 sisters. I vas not born hers in America. I was
born in Jordean. I cams here when I was almost six years old, I
had no troubls understanding and learning English, reading,
spelliing, writing. It was the best work ng at Jerry's Sub Shop.
I have been work thers for almoat 2 years. And it ig really
fun! I meat very nice gooplc evaryday. I wiah I could mest you,
but you havs my letter instead.

I have been in the learning Canter for 7 ysars. I have been
improving skills for 7 years. I've learned so much the past 7
srs, and it is not so bad having a learn disability, You

ust have to realize that you are & human be ng, and should be
treated like one. I gometimes have a hard time understanding and
doing my work in mchool. But I've rsalized it takes tine to
improve and cope with a learning disability,

I lova to work with =y hands. I have always nnioycd drawing
ever since I was a little 7irl. 1In school, I am tak ng a
caramics class. I love to cook, paint, sev, and maks dolls for
little children to play with. I anjoy creating differant clothes
for 1e to wear. And to add to ail of this, I will soon be a
Naryland driver. You can still do things that you have always
dreamed of doing. Just becsuse you have a learning disability
doesn’t mean you can'd do the thinge you always wantad to de.
Don‘t stop trying, keep reaching for your dreams and goals. Like
I have, and will continue to do so.

Sincerely,
Faten Haddad

Dear Congress,
My name is Deborah Fresman, I g0 to Kennedy High School.
I'm in the 9th grade. I'm is ysars old. My disability is

scholiosis which means my back is curved but it's better now.
Good~bye.

From your friend,
Deborah Freeman

Desar Members of Congress,

H{ name {s Trista Fearson. I am 15 years old. My birthday
if April 1, 1975. I am a freshman at Kennedy Migh School. My
handicap is C.P. (Cerebral Palsy).

Yours Truly,
Trista Fearson
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Dear Mambers of Congress:

My nane is Kewa Xemp. I am 16 years old. I am a sophomors
in high school. My handicap is Spina 8ifida. I go to Jehn P.
Kennedy High School. \

Sincersly,
Kewa Kenp

Dear Members of con?mns.

My name is Chris Antower. I am 1) years cold. Ny birthday
is November 3, 1976. I have Spina Bifida. I go to John F.
Kennedy High School-

sinc-rn.ly;
Chris Amtowar

My nane is StaceyY Roberts and I'm 16 years old. I'm a
junior at John F. Ke high school in Silver Spring Maryland.
I have a learning disability and it has affected me in a lot of
vays. In the good ways, I'm a member in Chorus, track tean, and
Itve sven tried cut for cheerleading. Unfortunately I didn't
nake the teanm, but it hasn't sto me from trying out oy senior
year! Bacause ny disability is in reading, spelling, and
writing, it has delayed my learning process. I learn at a glower
pace. I learn by sesing things more than by hearing. I am
determined to accomplish and overcoms my disability.

I like shopping, playing basketball, and I Jove watching
football, collage bagketball, and gecger. By the way, Georgetown
Hoyas is my favorats college basketball team.

My future goals are: Travel to Europe one of these days,
join ski club, and bgcome 8 lawyer or a teenage psychologist.

And yes, I will be driving sooni!!

Sinceraly,
Stacey Ann Tora Roberts

{Whereupon, at 12 noon, the Task Force adjourned.]
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