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HIGHLIGHTS

In 1985-86, private elemantary and secondaxy schools accounted for
approximately 25 percent of all schools, between 12 and 13 pexcvent of
all students, and about 14 percent of all teachers in the United
States. Over the first half of the 1980s, the number of private
schools incressed by 14 percent, enrollment fluctuated between 11 and
13 percent of total elementary and secondary enrollments, and the
private school teaching force fluctuated between 10 and 14 percent of
all U.S. teachers,

Eight out of ten private schools had a religious crientation and about
85 percent of all private school students attended schools with a
religious crientation. Catholic schools accounted for 36 percent of
all private schools and enrolleC about 60 percent of all private
school students. Conversely, other religious schools accounted for 45
percent of all private schools, but anly enrolled about 25 percent of
all private school students. Consistent with these patterns, Catholic
schools tended to be larger than other private schools, with average
school sizes of 363 for Catholic schools, 174 for nonsectarian
schools, and 142 for other religiocus schools.

Program emphasis of schools varied by school orientation. For
example, traditional elementary and secondary programs accounted for
about 99 percent of all Catholic schools, 94 percent of all other
religious schools, and 56 pexcent of the nonsectarian schools. In
contrast, about 1 percent of Catholic schools, 6 percent of other
religious schools, and 44 percent of the nonsectarian schools reported
programs focusing on altermative, vocational, or special education.
This program emphasis reported by nonsectarian schools reflects the
diversity present in the types of schools that make up this group.

The distribution of teachers was similar to the pattern descri'ed for
student enrollments, with 46 percent of all full- and part-time school
teachers employed in Catholic schoole, 31 percent in other religious
schools, and 23 percent in nonsectarian schools.

In both privete and public schools the majority of the teaching force

was female (76 purcent of all private school teachers and 68 percent
of all public school teachers). This puttern varied by school level;
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males acoounted for only 10 percent of all elementary level teachers

in private schools, campared with 49 percent of all secondary level
private school teachers.

In 1985-86, education was the most camon undergraduate major among
private school teachers, with 63 percent having majored in education.
Approximately one-half of all private school teachers participated in
same additional training in 1984-85. When coursework was considered,
more than one-half of the teachers of foreign languages, social
science, English and language arts, business science, art and music,
and biological sciences reported campleting 13 or more credit hours of
coursework. In contrast, at least one-quarter of the teachers of
camputer science, business science, and physical science reported
campleting less than 4 credit hours in an assigned subject area.

Teacher salaries for full time teachers were lower in private schools
than public schools; in fact, when average base salaries for the two
groups were adjusted to 1985-86 dollars, the average base salary for
private school teachers was only 59 percent of the average base salary
for public school teachers.

In the 1985-86 school year there were 17 pupils per teacher in private
schools, campared to 17.9 pupils per teacher in public schools. The
fact that Catholic schools reported a larger share of the student
enrocllments than their share of the teaching force translates into a
pupil-to-teacher ratio of 21 to 1 for Catholic schools, campared to
papil-to-teacher ratios of 15 to 1 in other religious schools and 10
to 1 in nonsectarian schools.

On the topic of student goals, public school teachers at the secondary
level were most likely tn select literacy skills, good work habits,
and self-discipline as high priority goals for their students.
Teachers in religious private schools identified moral and religious
values and literacy skills as the most inportant goals for their
students. And teachers in nonsectarian schools assigned a high
priority to literacy skills, personal growth, and good work habits and
self-discipline.

Secondary school teachers’ ratings of their colleagues, principals,
and school administrators showed that at least two-thirds of all
teachers in both public and private schools indicated that their
colleaques shared their beliefs and values on school mission, the
school staff maintained high standards of performance, and a
cooperative effort existed among staff. Despite these shared
appraisals across private and public schools, significantly fewer
public than private school teachers gave good ratings on school spirit
and sense of familial bond within the school.
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Estimates from the 1982 High School and Beyond study show that 24
percent of the sophamore class in public schools, 12 percent of the
sophomore class in Catholic schools, and 13 percent of the sophamore
classinoﬂxerprivamsctmlsdmppedmtofsdmlhefomtheaﬂof

Studies from 1982 and 1985-86 show that 80 to 90 percent of all
graduating seniors applied to college. Available data fraom the 1980
high school graduates show that 49 percent of the private hich school
gradmtesand29pammtofthepablichighsdmlgmdmtasm
enrolled in 4-year colleges in the fall of 1980.

By the spring of 1986, approximately one-half of the 1980 private high
school graduates and two-thirds of the 1980 public high school
gmdmtesreportedmeirhighestdagmeaamedwasmehighsdml
diploma. An additional 37 percent of the 1980 graduates fram other
private high schocls, 29 percent of the 1980 Catholic high school
graduates, and 13 percent of the 1980 public high school graduates
reported having received a bachelor’s degree by the spring of 1986
(1982 High School and Beyond study).

The percentage of hispanic high school seniors in 1980 who received a
BA, BS, or MA degree by the spring of 1985 ranged fram 9 percent of
public school students to 25 percent of Cathelic school students and
26 percent of other private school students. Among black 1980 high
school seniors, the percentages receiving one of these degrees by
spring 1986 were 9 percent of public school students, 25 percent of
Catholic school students, and 31 percent of other private school
students.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Since 1852, when Massachusetts enacted the first campulsory school
attendance law, two schooling traditions--—one public, cne private--have
become mainstays in American education. Although each tradition predates
the 1850s, significant social changes in the mid-19th century contributed
to growth in both sectors. The Massachusetts law gave impetus to the

dramatically as this immigration continued (Carper 1983). Between 1880
and 1920, for example, the mmber of Catholic schools nearly tripled (from
2,200 to 5,800), and the number of pupils multiplied by a factor of four
(fram 400,000 to 1,700,000) (Buetow 1970). With low tuition and a
mission of service, Catholic schools also drew significant mumbers of
non-Catholics, many of wham were econcmically disadvantaged. Between 1890
and 1917, 76 Catholic schools enrolling black students were opened (Buetow
1970).

Paralleling the emergence of Catholic schools was the growth of
private schools designedtoneettheneedsof students from a variety of
religious denominations. By the early 1980s, for example, there were
estimated to be 1,603 Lutheran Church-Missouri synod schools, 1,324
Seventh-day Adventist schools, 527 Episcopal schools, and 572 Jewish
schools (Cooper 1984).

The important story of diversity within private schools (Kraushaar
1972) must include significant attention to nonsectarian private schools.
meseschoolsaxemmmmliﬂxicinpupommﬂdamgmmythanm
religious schools. The missions of nonsectarian schools are varied. Same
are designed to provide progrems of academic excellence, some to provide
alternative pedagogical or ideological approaches to education, others to
provide specializedtminmgsudxasvwatimaledtmtim, and another
group to provide services for youth in need of special attention.



Private schools in the United States in 1988 camposed a rich and
diverse mosaic. The approximately 18,000 private schools in the United
States enrolled al at 12 parcent of all students (U.S. Department of
Education 1987). Evidence suggests that the private school sector is
growing in mumber of schools. These trends are presented in chapter 3
along with current estimates and trend data on the affiliations of private

schools.

the Naticnal Center for Bducation Statistics (NCES), chartered within the
U.S. Department of BEducation to monitor the conditions of education in the
United States, has taken a mmber of steps over the past decade to

the diversity and quality of private school data. Since 1980, NCES has
sponsored several national private school surveys, including, most
recently, an ongoing national Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS) that
includes comparable data for public and private schools. NCES continues
todevotecmsidemblezesmmesandmengiestomedevelopwntofa
universe list of private schools and a related ongoing data collection
effort for basic private school statistics. NCES has also increased the
size of the private school samples on two other national education
surveys, namely the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and
the National Bducation Longitudinal Study of 1988 (NELS:88). NCES also
continues to work closely with private schocl associations and officials
to review data concemns.

The purpose of this report is to draw a statistical portrait of
private schools in the United States, using the best naticnal data
available. The report does not purport to tell all that is known, but,
rather, draws upon previously published work to provide an overview of
basic private school data primarily for the school years 1980-1981 through
1985-86. 1In choosing what to include, the authors have given priority to
those studies which either campare public and private schools or make it
possible to campare several private school subgroups, or both. In
addition, this report uses naticnal data with sample sizes sufficient to
draw reliable national estimates.

This report is organized into 7 chapters. Following the presentation
in chapter 2 on estimates and trends for private schools, chapters 3 and 4
synthesize national data on the mumber and characteristics of private
school students, teachers and other staff in private schools. Chapter 5
discusses what has been learmned about curriculum, resources, and student
outcames, and chapter 6 briefly summarizes national data on parental
choice. Chapter 7 reviews upcaming private school research efforts of
NCES.

This report is primarily descriptive in nature. Because the report is
based completely on previously published or previously tabulated data,
standard errors were not always available for carrying out statistical
tests. In those cases where standard errors were not available, the data
are simply described with no specific comparative statements included.
Camparisons stating specific differences--indicated by the phrases
different, varied by, higher/lower, greater/fewer, larger/smaller,
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report. Appaﬂixhpresmtstablesofswda:dmors. Apperdix B
shu‘um;irizesmedata collectimpmcedurasatployedforﬂndatamportad
s report.

KEY FIND

About 6 out of 10 private schools were elementary schools with no
higher than 8th. Another 3 out of 10 had at least same students
above the eighth grade level. The remaining 12 percent of private schools

focused on alternative education, vocational education, or special
education. Grade by grade enrollments show that pre-kindergarten and

i enrollments accounted for 24 percent of all students in
nonsectarian schools and 21 percent of all students in other religiocus
schools, compared with only 1 percent of all Catholic school enrollments.

Current Population Survey enrollment data show that in 1985 about 12
percent of all white students, about 7 percent of all Hispanic students,
and about 4 percent of all black students attended private schools.
Although private school enrollments of minority students were

mallyfewartmntheirreprasmtatiminthetotalstudmt

$15,000 and $34,999; despite this similarity between the public and
private school student populations, on average, the family income of
students attending private schools was higher than the femily incame of
students attending public schools. This pattern was repeated in the
parents’ educational attainment. Thirty-five percent of all students in
both public and private schools came from families where one or both
parents have same post-secondary education, but not a bachelor’s degree;
however, proporticnately more students in private schools had parents with
4 or more years of college.

In 1985, just under one-half of all private school teachers were
employed at the elementary school level, 20 percent were employed at the
secondary level, 20 percent taught some conbination of elementary and
secomaxyclasses,andearcmttaughtinsc)mlswithafocusm
alternative education, vocational education, or special education. Same
83 percent of all private school teachers taught full-time, compared to 88
percent of all public school teachers.

In addition to the basic teaching force, many private schools employed
staff in a variety of other professional categories as well. Not
surprisingly, in 1985-86 most schools (94 percent) reported having a
principal. Teachers’ aides were more likely to work in elementary
schools, while secandary schools were more likely to employ guidance
counselors and librarians. About three cut of four private schools



received assistance fram unpaid volunteers, with 84 percent of Catholic
schools, 72 percent of other religiocus schools, and only 45 percent of
nonsectarian schools using volunteers.

About one-half of the private school teachers and two-thirds of the
public school teachers reported 10 or more years of teaching experience;
95 percent of all private school teachers and 99 percent of all public
school teachers held at “east a bachelor’s degree. In private schools,
one-third of the degreed teachers held an advanced degree, and male
teachers were more likely to hold an advanced degree than female
teachers.

When asked about selected student services and programs in 1985-86, at
least one-half of all private schools reported offering same remedial
reading and math, diagnostic services, and, at the secondary lewvel,
foreign languages. Similarly, 61 percent of all private schools
one or more students receiving at least one of a variety of possible
services paid for with public funds. In 1985-86, fewer than 40 percent of
all private schools and about cne-half of all private schools with grades
10, 11, or 12 required an entrance examination as a criterion for
admission.

Data fram the NCES 1980 High School and Beyond Study show that while
public school student enrollments at the secondary level were fairly
evenly divided between academic programs (36 percent), general programs
(35 percent), and vocational programs (29 percent); about 70 percent of
all private school students at the secondary level were enrolled in
academic programs, with approximately 18 percvent in general programs, and
about 10 percent in vocational programs.

High school students were asked to identify the characteristics that
are important in ideal teachers. Regardless of the type of school, at
last 80 percent of the students considered it important for teachers to
make clear presentations, treat everyone with respect, patience and
understanding, and enjoy their work. At least twe-thirds of all students
indicated that it is important that teachers not talk over students’
heads. while teachers received high marks on enjoying their work and
treating everyone with respect, only 14 to 37 percent of the students gave
their teachers high marks on the remaining characteristics that they rated
highly in an ideal teacher.

The majority of public and private secondary school teachers expressed
positive attitudes towards principals and school administration; but
relatively more teachers in public secondary schools expressed
dissatisfaction with their principals and school administration. And,
while teachers in private secondary schools reported generally positive
attitudes towards their students (70 to 85 percent affirmative), 50 to 60
percent of the public school teachers reported that students’ lateness and
absence were problems and that students’ attitudes reduced their chances
for success.
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CHAPTER 2

NUMBERS OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS

The NCES 1985-86 Private School Survey yielded an estimate of 25,616
private schools in the United States. Compared to the 82,400 public
schools in 1985-86, private schools composed approximately 24 percent of
all schools in the United States (table 2-1). These 1985-86 data
represent one estimate in ongoing NCES efforts to accurately measure the
number of private schools in the United States. Earlier studies, such as
the NCES 1980-81 Private Elementary and Secondary School Survey, were
based on surveys of schools included on a "universe list" of private
elementary and secondary schools (U.S. Department of Bducation 1981,
1982). In an attempt to identify the portion of the private school
universe that was not captured on the existing "universe list," the NCES
1983-84 Private School Survey augmented the universe sampling frame with
an area sanpling frame of private schools located through a search of
sampled geographic areas. The 1983-84 Private School Survey yielded an
estimate of 27,700 private schools in 1983-84 and estimated that there
were approximately 6,000 private schools not previously included on NCES
lists (U.S. Department of Bducation 1984).

For budgetary reasons, the 1985-86 Private School Survey used the
1983~84 area list for the sampling frame. The list was not updated before
the 1985-86 sample was drawn. As a result, schools that closed between
1983-84 and 1985-86 were not available for intexrview and thus not included
in the 1985-86 study; in contrast, schools that copened after 1983-84 were
not identified and thus not available for inclusion in the 1985-86 study
(U.S. Department of Bducation 1987). Since the numbar of private schools
established in the 2 interveming years is unknown, it is not possible to
simply add these schools to the 1985-86 estimates. However, in order to
get a gross estimate of the magnitude of change, respondents in the
1983-84 study were asked whether their school had been open in 1580-81.
The number of schools opened betwean the 1980-81 school year and the
1983-84 school year was campared to the 1983-84 estimate of the number of
schools in existence in 1980-81 to yield a rate of change. Anmualized
rates of change camputed for the 1980-81 to 1983-84 period were then
applied to the 1985-86 data to yield an adjusted estimate that included an
estimate for newly opened schools. This estimate was based on the
assumption that changes were constant between the 1980-83 and 1983-85
periods (U.S. Department of Education 1987). This procerhwe yielded an



adjusted estimate of 28,000 private schools in 1985-86 (table 2-1). Wwhile
this estimate is larger than the original estimate, when the data are
dieagg:egatedbysdmldumcmristicsbnthmeorigimlaruadjmted
esﬁmbesmﬂthmlyidmﬁmlesﬁmtasofmtagesmﬂm
(U.S. Department of Education 1987).

Beyond the estimation problems associated with newly established
schools, several other factors can contribute to undercount problems in
the estimation of the mmber of private schools. In particular, there are
no mandatory State or national reporting requirements for private schools
in the United States, nor has there been an established ongoing data
collection effort. In addition, the private nature of these schools may
preclude voluntary participation on the part of some schools. Both the
private school data collection project and the Schools and Staffing Survey
describadindnptarlrmreﬂ:epotmtialfaring:wmgupmtheqmlity
of private school data through the reqular repeated collection of a basic
core of data over time.

The estimate from the 1983-84 survey and the adjusted estimate fram
the 1985-86 survey can be compared with data for the 1980-81 school year
to examine recent trends in the number of private schools. However, the
current probleams associated with private school data collecticns have
pervaded efforts of previous private school analysts as well. In fact,
repeated efforts to overcome the problems that still persist have resulted
in changes in data collection methods over time (summaries of these
procedures are included in appendix B). These changing methodologies may
contribute to same portion of the differences cbserved. Quantifying the
exact proportions of obsexved changes attributable to actual change as

opposed to improved data collection techniques is not possible.

Tablez-Zpresmtsprivatesdmlesﬁmtesreportedbymmuits
predecessor organizations for the period 1980-81 through 1985-86. Over
that periocd, the number of private schools increased from 24,500 to 28,000
(adjusted for growth), This represented a 14 percent increase over this
>-year period. Over the same time period, public school numbers declined

3.1 percent.

Even though the 1985-86 Private School Survey did not include any new
schools opening between 1983-84 and 1985-86, 26 percent of the schools in
the 1985-86 survey reported that they had opened in the preceding 10 years
and another 24 t having been open from 11 to 24 years
(table 2-3). Thus, the 14 percent increase observed between 1980-81 and
1985-B6 was indicative of a longer temm trend of an increase in the number
of private schools. The age distribution of schools varied by
orientation, with 84 pervent of all Catholic schools in operation 25 years
or more and 45 percent of all other religious schools in operation 10
years or less.,

ORIENTATION QF PRIVATE SCHOQLS

Available data for private schools can be categorized by
orientation--Catholic, Other Religious, and Nonsectarian. Data from
1985-86 show that 36 percent of private schools were Catholic schools, 45

)~



can be made between types of schools within each of these categories.

pata collection activities in the 1987-88 Schools and Staffing Survey

(SASS) will allow for the analysis of further disaggregations of these
data.

The camposition of private schools has changed substantially ovex the
course of the 20th century. In the early part of the 20th century, nearly
all private schools were Catholic schools (at least 90 percent), By 1980,
only about one-half of all private schools were Catholic (table 2-5).
Since 1980, the number of Catholic schools has continued to decline, while
the mmber of other private schools has increased; thus, in 1985, Catholic
schools accounted for only one-third of all private schools.

LEVELS OF PRIVATE SCHOQLS

Data from the 1985-86 Private School Study show that 59 percent of all
private schools were elemantary schools, with no grade higher than eighth
(table 2-4). Nine percent of private schools were secondary schools, with
no grade lower than seventh; and 20 peroent were combined schools that
inclmiesanewerlappingoftheelmtmygrmsbelwgmdemmd
the secondary grades above grade eight. The remaining 12 percent were
private schools with a focus on alternative education, vocational
education, or special education.

Just over 80 percent of all Catholic schools were reported as
elementary schools in the 1985-86 Private School Study, with 16 percent
as secondary schools, 2 percent reported as cambined elementary
and secondary schools and just under 1 percent reported as schools with a
focus on alternative, vocational or special education (table 2-6). About
one-half of the other religious schools were elamentary, 37 percent were
cambined elementary and secondary schools, 6 percent were altemative,
vocational or special education schools, and 5 percent were secordary
schools. By camparison, 44 percent of the nonsectarian schools reported a
focus on altexmative, vocational, or special education, 35 pervent offered
solely elementary programs, 15 percent offered canbined elamentary and

secondary programs, and 7 percent offered solely secondary programs.

PROGRAMS IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS

The vast majority (88.6 percent) of private schools offered primarily
traditional elementary or secondary programs, or both (table 2-7). Five
percent of private schools had a special education focus and an additional
6 percent were altemative schools, offering a nontraditional curriculum
designedtoueetsndmtmedsﬂmtcculdmthemtinraguhrschools.
vhile 99 percent of the Catholic schools had a traditional elementary or
secondary focus,orboth;mlysspe:cmtofﬂammecmian
schools shared this focus. Among nonsectarian schools, 25 percent had a
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6 percent of the other religious schools nffered altermative programs, but
like the Catholic schools, the overwhelming majority of these schools (94
pexrcent) had a traditional elamentary or secondary program focus, or both.

PRIVATE SCHOQL, TUITION

In the 1985-86 Private School Study, all but 6 percent of the private
schools reported that they charged sar? level of tuition. These tuition
fees frequently varied by grade level, and 9 out of 10 private schools

The median tuition for private elementary schools in October 1985 (for
students for whom tuition levels were reported) was $774 (table 2-8).
Nonsectarian elementary schools had the highest median tuition, $2,282
compared with $692 in church related elementary schools.
edmlsdnzgedhiglmmiumsﬂmelmmmxysdmls. The median
tuition in private secondary schools was $1,569. The median tuition for
nonsectarian secondary schools was higher at $3,571, campared with $1,508
in church related schools.

Data from a 1978-79 suxrvey suggest that 2 percent of all private
schools had only boarding students, with an additional 5 pexrcent including
same boarding students (table 2-9) (U.S. Department of Education 1981).
Smspmmtofmmsdmhmmmg-mlysclmls,
conpared with about 1 percent of the other rel. rious schools and less than
1 pexrcent of the Catholic schools.

The 1978-79 survey also included data on the gendexr camposition of
private schools. The vast majority (93 percent) were reported to be
ma&mﬁaml;abmt4pmtmtadasall-boysmﬂabmt3peromt
reported as all-girls schools (table 2-9).

Most elementary Catholic schools were parish controlled (87 percent)

(table 2-10). At the secondary level, however, Catholic schools were
predaminantly diocesan (34 percent) or private (40 percent).
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Table 2-1.--Number of public and private elementary-secondary schools in the United States: 1985-86

(In thousands)
Private
Percent
Total Public Number of total
Private school data 108,016 82,400 25,616 23.7
(unadjusted)
Private school data 110,400 82,400 28,000 25.4
(adjusted)
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
School Teachers: _Final Report of the 1983-86 Private School Study, 1987, and the Common Core of Data surey.
12




Table 2-2.--Number of private and public elementary-secondary schools: Selected years 1980-1985

Year Total Private Public
1980-81 110,400 *24,500 85,900
1983-84 112,700 27,700 85,000
1985-n6 110,400 28,000 82,400

*1983 retrospective data were used to compute a revised estimate for 1980-81.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Natioual Cenier for Education Statistics, Private Elemes arv and
Secondary_Education, 1983; Private Schools and Pnivate School Teachers: Fipal Report of the 1985-86 Private
School Study, 1987; Digest of Education Statistics, 1981, 1981; and the Common Core of Data survey.




Table 2-3.--Percentage distribution of years of operation for private elementary-secondary schools, by orientation:

1985-86
Other Non-
Years Total Catholic religious sectarian
10 or less 25.5 1.7 45.2 30.2
11-24 24.2 14.2 25.5 41.6
25 or more 50.1 84.1 29.3 28.2

NQTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Depaﬂment of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
of the 1985-86 Private School Study, 1987 and 1985-86 Private School Study,
unpublished ubulanon. October 1986.
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Table 2-4.--Number and percentage of pnivate schools, by orientation and level:  1985-86

School Number of Percent of

Characteristics schools total
Total 28,000 100

Orientation

Catholic 10,200 36.4

Other religious 12,700 45.4

Nonsectarian 5,000 17.9
Level

Elementary' 16,400 58.6

Secondary? 2,600 9.3

Combined’ 5,600 20.0

Other! 3,300 11.8

IRefers to schools with no grade higher than 8.
Refers to schools with no grade lower than 7.

*Refers 1o schools with other grade spans.

4Refers to "non-regular” schools including special education, alternative, and vocational schools.
NOTE: Detail may not add to totals and percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
School Teachers: Final Report of the 1985-86 Pnivate School Study, 1987.
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Table 2-5.--Number of Catholic schools, with Catholic schools as a percentage of all pnvate schools: Selected

years 1980-85.
Catholic schools
All as percentsge of
Year Private Catholic all private sciools
1980-81 20,764 9,539 45.9
1983-84 27,700 9,394 33.9
1985-86 28,000 9,245 33.0

NOTE: Data reported by the National Catholic Educational Association and by the National Center for Education
Statistics are not directly comparable because survey procedures and definitions differ.

SOURCES: U.S. Deputmenl of Educauon. Nmonal Center for Educmon Statistics, Private Schools in American
Education, 1981, and Privat ‘ hers: Fina ort of the 1985-86 Private School
Study, 1987; National Catholic Educatloml Assocmhon. A}_gﬂﬂ&gmm Elementary and Secondary
Schools for the Years 1967-68 to 1969-70, 1970.
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Table 2-6.--Percentage distribution of school level by orientation: 1985-86

Other Non-
Level Catholic religious sectarian
Elementary’ 81.4 51.2 349
Secondary® 15.6 5.3 6.5
Combined® 2.2 371 14.9
Other* 0.8 6.4 43.7

'Refers to schools with no grade higher than 8.

“Refers to schools with no grade lower than 7.
*Refers to schools with other grade spans.

‘Refers to “non-regular” schools including special education, aliemnative, and vocational schools.
NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1985-86 Privawe School Study,
unpublished tabulation, October, 1986.
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Table 2-7.~Percentage distribution of school programs, by orientation: 1985-86

Other Non-
Program Total Catholic religious sectarian
Regular 88.6 99.2 93.6 56.3
Elementary-
secondary
Special 5.0 0.2 0.2 25.2
education
Vocational- 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0
technical
Altemative 6.3 0.3 6.3 18.4

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study,
unpublished tabulation, October, 1986.
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Table 2-8.--Private school tuition costs, by orientation and grade level: 1985-86

Tuition Costs
Grade
Onentation Level Mean Median
Total Elementary' $1,046 $ 774
Secondary? 2,003 1,569
Church
related Elementary' 799 692
Secondary? 1,618 1,508
Nonsectanan Elementary! 2,709 2,282
Secondary? 4,042 3,571
'Grades 1-8.
‘Grades 9-12.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private School Tuition Patterns,
1985-86, 1987.

19




Table 2-9.--Percentage distribution of private schools, by school orientation and selected characteristics:

1978-79
Other Non-

School Type Totsl' Catholic religious sectarian

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary and 64.8 81.4 56.8 35.2

middle’
Secondary’ 12.3 15.4 7.7 11.3
Combined clementary 17.0 1.3 339 30.8

and secondary*
Special, vocational, 5.8 1.8 1.4 22.7

or alternative®

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Day only 93.2 97.7 93.3 81.7
Boarding only 2.0 0.6 1.3 6.4
Combined 4.8 1.7 54 11.9

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Coeducational 93.2 91.5 96.0 93.3
Boys only 36 3.7 2.6 4.7
Girls only 32 4.8 1.4 2.0

"Total number of schools estimated to be 19,663,

*Schools which serve pupils in any combination of grades below grade 9, provided that there 1s at least one grade
below grade 7 and one grade above grade 1.

*Schools which serve pupils in any combination of grades above 6, but not above grade 12.

‘Schools which serve pupils in any combination of grades, provided there is at least one grade below grade 7 and
one grade above grade 8.

*Schools which serve handicapped pupils or vocational pupils exclusively or provide programs as alternat ves to the
“regular” programs.

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: Computed from data presented in U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education
Statistics, Private Schools in American Education, 1981,
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Table 2-10.--Ownership and administration of U.S. Catholic schools, by level: 1987-88

Elementary Schools Secondary Schools
Number Percent Number Percent
Total 7,601 100.0 1,391 100.0
Parish 6,580 86.6 201 14.4
Interparish 575 7.6 163 11.7
Diocesan 154 2.0 478 34.4
Private 292 3.8 549 39.5

NOTE: Parish schools are under the control of a single parish; interpansh schools are controlled by two or more
parishes; diocesan schools are controlled by 8 diocesan office of education; and private schools are controlled by
a religious order or a private corporation. Details may not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: National Catholic Educational Association, United States Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools
1987-1988, 1988.
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The NCES 1985-86 Private School Study estimated student enrollments to
be approximately 5.5 to 6 million students. These students accounted for
about 12 to 13 percent of all elementary and secondary students in the
United States (table 3-1). As was the case with the 1985-86 estimate of
the mmber of private schools, the enrollment estimate for 1985-86 was
re-estimated to incorporate the appropriate adjustments. The difference
batween the original and adjusted estimates of enrollments is related to
differences in school and enrollment ratio estimators and the fact that
the new schools tended to be smaller schools. As described for the school
estimates, the original and adjusted enrollment estimates resulted in
nearly identical estimates of percentages and means (U.S. Department of
Bducation 1987).

Table 3-2 presents NCES private school enrollment estimates fram
1980-81 through 1985-86. The percentage of all elementary and secondary
school students who were enrolled in private schools fluctuated between 11
and 13 percent over this time period.

The Bureau of the Census publishes an indeperdent set of annual
estimates of private school enrollments. The October School Enrollment
Supplement to the CQurrent Population Survey (CPS) is used to collect
annual data on school enrollment for both private and public schools.
The survey data are collected from a nationally representative sample of
households. Each October, CPS asks adults in approximately 60,000
households about the current educational participation of household
membexrs 3 years of age or older. For those enrolled in 12th grade or
below, survey participants are asked whether the school attended is a
public or private school (U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census 1986).

In contrast, NCES collects data from institutions rather than
households. In each of the private school data collection activities
schools and in same cases, teachers were surveyed. These differences in
data collection techniques, along with changes over time in the
mathodologies of the agencies, contributed to differences between NCES and
CPS estimates.
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NCES annual estimates for privave school enrollment are on the order
of 600,000 to 850,000 students higher than CPS estimates. NCES continues
to study the factors that may contribute to these differences in the
estimates and to approach the issue of enrollment trends with caution.

Enrollments for private and public schools, based on NCES estimates,
are shown in Table 3-3. From 1980 through 1985, private school
enrollments fluctuated around 5.5 million students; over this time period
approximately three-quarters of all private school students were enrolled
in grades kindergarten through 8. During this interval, approximately 40
million students were enrolled in public schools, and about two-thirds of
the public school students were in the elementary grades.

CPS estimates for 1979~-85 are shown in Table 3-4. Throughout this
period, CPS and NCES estimates of public school enrollments were within 2
percent of each other; thus both estimates showed public school
enrollments of approximately 40 million. CPS estimates for private school
enrollments in the first half of the 1980s were on the order of 4.7 to 4.9
million.

CPS private school enrollments expressed as a percentage of all public
and private enrollments provide a basis for evaluating the extent of
student participation in private education in the United States.

Estimates fram 1979 through 1985 show that private school students
camposed about 10 to 11 percent of all elementary and secondary school
students in the United States (table 3-5). NCES private school enrollment
estimates from 1980 through 1985 are slightly higher, showing private
school enrollments as about 11.5 to 13 percent of all elementary and
secondary school enrollments.

MMI@OFWIVATEMM

From 1980-81 through 1985-86, approximately 60 percent of all private
school students attended Catholic schools, about 25 pexrcent attended
schools with other religious orientations, and the remaining 14 percent
attended schools without a particular religious orientation (table 3-6).

When grade by grade enrollments were considered, Catholic schools
accounted for the majority of enrollments at each grade level in grades 1
through 12 (figure 3-1). However, only 14 percent of all
students attended Catholic schools, while 47 percent were enrolled in
other religious schools and 39 percent attended nonsectarian schools. Of
the kindergarten students, 46 percent attended Catholic schools, 37
percent attended other religious schools, and 17 percent attended
nonsectarian schools.

An examination of the grade-by-grade distribution of enrollments
within each school orientation reveals that the most cbvious aggregate
differences were a result of differences in enrollments at the youngest
ages. Preschool enrollment accounted for a significant proportion of
enrollment in nonsectarian schools (table 3-7). About 24 percent of all
students in nonsectarian schools and 21 percent of all studemts in other

religiocus schools were enrolled in prekindergarten and kindergarten
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programs; by campariscn, prekindergarten enrollment accounted for only 1
percent of all Catholic school enrollment, and kindergarten enrollment
accounted for only 6 percent. (The kindergarten and preschool enrollments
are not complete estimates, since schools with only preschool and/or
kindergarten were excluded fram this survey and many private schools that
had these grades did not have a first grade or higher.)

PRIVATE SI1ZE

Although the majority of private school studemts continued to be
enrolled in Catholic schools, data in the preceding chapter showed that
less than half (36 percent reported in table 2-4) of all private schools
were Catholic. This difference was due to the fact that Catholic schools
tended to be larger than othexr private schools. 1In fact, the 1985-86 mean
enrollment per school was 363 for Catholic schools, campared to 174 for
nonsectarian schools and 142 for other religious schools (table 3-8).

In general, private schools tended to be small with an overall mean
enrollment of 234, compared to a mean enrollment of 482 in public schools
in 1984-85 (U.S. Department of Bducation 1988). Overall, 50 percent of
private schools had fewer than 150 students (figure 3-2). Only 7 percent
had 600 students or more. Also, 25 percent of private schools had been in
operation 10 years or less and reported a mean enrollment of 105; this was
less than half the mean enrollment of schools that had been operating 11
to 24 years (251) and of those established 25 or more years ago (290)
(figure 3-3).

GEOGRAPHY OF PRIVATE SCHOOL ENROLIMENTS

Table 3-9 reports CPS data for the percentage of all students in
grades 1 through 12 attending private schools in each region of the
country and in urban, suburban, and nommetropolitan locations fram 1979
through 1985. CPS data show that in 1985 private school students
accounted for 10.5 percent of all elementary and secondary school
enrollments nationwide; by camparison, private school enrollments were
14.2 percent in the Northeast, 12.4 percent in the Narth Centxal region,
and 8.2 percent in both the Scuth and West. The data for metxopolitan
status show that about 14 percent of the students in urban areas and about
12 percent of the students in surburban areas attended private schools,
campared to just over 6 percent of the students in nommetropolitan areas.

Data on private school enrollments by orientation revealed that
approximately 60 percent of all private school students attended Catholic
schools. Recent data fram the National Catholic Educational Association
(NCEA) show that one-half of all Catholic school students atvend school in
20 Catholic dioceses--administrative regions which generally cover a major
city and its surrounding suburbs. For 1987-88, the NCEA calculates the
largest diocesan enrollment to be in Chicago (156,500). The 20 largest
diocesan enrollments are presented in table 3-10. Only one of these (Los
Angeles) is in the Western States.
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STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS
Race/e ci

Student populations served by public and private schools differed on a
number of dimensions, including race and ethnicity. Table 3-11 shows the
proportions of all white, black and Hispanic school children in the United
States who attended private schools. The Current Population Survey
estimates that 10.5 percent of all students enrolled in grades 1 through
12 attended private schools in 1985. The rate was 11.9 percent for white
students, 6.7 percent for Hispanic students, and 3.7 percent for black
students.

Minority enrollments in public and private schools are reported in
table 3-12. Although the enrollment of minority students in private
schools was proportionately less than their occurrence in the total
student population, only 12 percent of all private schools had no minority
students. The canparable estimate for public schools was 9 percent. An
additional 27 percent of all private schools and 37 percent of all public
schools had minority enrollments in the range of 1 to 4 percent. If the
schools with no minority enrollments are cambined with those with minority
enrollments of less then 5 percent, 39 percent of private schools and 46
percent of public schools had minority enrollments of less than 5
percent. In contrast, about one-fifth of both public and private schools
had minority =nrollments of 50 percent or more.

Coleman and his colleagues (1982), computed an index of racial
segregation for individual high schools, using data fraw the 1980 High
School and Beyond study of public and private school students in the
sophamore and senior years. They concluded that "blacks and whites are
substantially less segregated in the private sector than in the public
sector” (page 34). And, that within the Cathrilic sector, “the internal
segregation ... is less than that in the public sector--substantially so
for blacks and whites, slightly so for Hispanics and Anglos* (page 34).
No canparable data on elementary schools are currently available.

The National Catholic BEducational Association (NCEA 1988) reported a
significant increase between 1970-71 and 1987-88 in the percent of all
students who are minority. Camparing 1970-71 to 1987-88 Catholic school
enrollment data, the percentage of all students who are black increased
from 5 to 9 percent, while Hispanic enrollment increased from 5 to 10
percent, and Asian-American enrollment increased from less than a percent
to 3 percent. During the same period, enrollment by white students
decreased fram 89 to 78 pexrcent. The National Association of Independent
Schools (NAIS) reported an increase among its more than 800 member schools
from 9 percent minority in 1981 to 12 percent in 1987 (figure 3-4) (NAIS
1988). 1In particular, NAIS reported a 13 percent increase in black
student enrollments, a 7 percent increase in Hispanic student enrollments,
and a 50 percent increase in Asian-American student enrollments between
1981 and 1985 (U.S. Department of Bducation 1986).
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Family Incame, Bducation, and ti

On average, students attending private schools came from families with
hig!mincansﬂnnwblicsdmlsudmts; nowever, about one-third to
one-half of all students, regardless of school sector and orientation,
came from middle income families (figure 3-5). In 1985 the percent of
students from families with incames between $15,000 and $34,99¢ was 42
percent for public school students, 47 percent for private school students
in church related schools, and 32 percent for private school students in
nonsectarian schools. About ane tenth of private school students came
from families with incomes below $15,000, campared with about cne-thirxd
of public school students. About 10 percemt of public school students
came froum families with incomes of $50,000 or more; by camparison; twice
the percent for students in church related schools (20 percent), and
nearly&tinasthapama\tformminnmsacmﬁmadmla (38
percent) came from families with incomes of $50,000 or more. Incame
differences existed within types of private schools; 58 percent of the
students in nonsectarian schools had family incomes of $35,000 and higher,
compared with 41 percent in religious schools.

Private school attendance increases with family incame; thus, lower
fmnilyincatesanm:gblacksmﬂﬂispmicsammefacmrommrmmingto
lower private school attendance among these groups of students (table
3-13). While enrollment rates for whites and Hispanics did not differ

significantly in 1985, there were differences in private school enrollment
rates between blacks and whites.

The educational attainment of parents also varied by the type of
school the students attended (figure 3-6). Relatively more public than
private school smdentshadparmtswtnhadmtmtplatedhighsclml (25
percent versus 8 and 10 percent); and, conversely, more private than
public schoolsndentstparmtsmohadcmpleted4ormymrsof
college (30 and 57 percent versus 19 parcemt). As with family income, the
educational attainment of parents of students in nonsectarian schools was

higher than that of students attending religious schools (57 pexcent
versus about 30 percent).

27



REFERENCES

Coleman, Jamer; Thomas Hoffer, and Sally Kilgnre M

National Association of Independent Schools.

NAIS Statistics Spring
1 : £ ities 1987- F d-Financial
Overation 1986-87. washington, DC: 1988.

National Catholic Bducational Association. United States Catholic
Elementary and Secondary Schools: 1987-88. wWashington, DC: 1988.

U.S. Department of Cammerce. Bureau of the Census. “School
Enrollment--Social and Economic Characteristics of Students: October

1985." Current Population Reports. Series P-20, no. 409. wWashington,
DC: 1986.

U.S. Department of Bducation. Office of Bducational Research and
Improvement. National Center for Bducation Statistics. The Condition
of tion: A Sta 1986. Joyce D. Stern and Mary
Frase Williams, eds. Washington, DC: 1986.

U.S. Department of BEducation. Office of Educational Research and
Improvement. National Center for Bducation Statistics. Private

Schools and Private School Teachers: Final Report of the 1985-86 1985-86_
Private School Study. Washington, DC: 1987.

U.S. Department of Bducation. Office of Bducational Research and

Improvement. National Center for Bducation Statistics. Digest of
Bducation Statistics 1988. wWashington, DC: 1988.

28

2o,




Table 3-1.--Private and public elementary-secondary school earoliment in the United States: 1985-86

(In thousands)
Private

Percent

Total Public Number of total

Private schools 45,497 39,515 5,982 13.2
(unadjusted)

Private 5 | ~ols 45,072 39,518 5,557 12.3

(adjustes;

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center “or Education Statistics, Private Schools snd Private
Schoo! Teachers: Final Report of the 1985-86 Privaie School Study, 1987.

29 g

- L/




Table 3-2.--National Center for Education Statistics estimates of private school enrollment as a percentage
of total U.S. elementary and secondary enroliment: Selected years 1980-1985

Total

elementary Pnvate

and secondary school Percent
Year enrollment enroliment private

(In thousands)

1980-81 46,318 5.331 11.5
1983-84 45,067 5,715 12.7
1985-86 45,113 °5,600 12.4

“Estimated

SOURCES: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Statistics of Stzte School

Systems; jstics blic ta da hool Systems; Sta.istics of Nonpublic Elementary and
Secondary Schools; and the Common Core of Data. Adapted from table in Digest of Education Statjstics 1987.
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Table 3-3.--U.S. Department of Education estimates of enrollment in public and private elementary and secondary schools:
Selected years 1980-1985

(In thousands)
Public Schools Private Schools
Total
elementary & Total Total
Years secondary enrolled K-8 9-12 enrolled K-8 9-12
Fall 1980 46,318 40,987 27,674 13,313 5,331 3.992 1,339
Fall 1983 45,067 39,352 26,997 12,355 §,715 4,415 1.400
Fall 1985 45,113 39,513 27,047 12,467 *5,600 *4,300 1,300

*Estimated

NOTE: Elementary and secondary enrollments include pupils in local and public school systems and in most private schools
{religiously affiliated and nonsectarian), but generally excludes pupils in subcollegiate departments of institutions of higher education,
residential schools for exceptional children, and Federal schools. Elementary enrollment includes a relatively small number of
prekindergarten pupils. Detail may not add to totals because of rounding.

State School Systems: Statistics of
scondary Schools; and Common Core

SOURCE: U.S. Dcpartment of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
: : \ Systems: Statistics iblic Elementa:

3o,

31




Table 3-4.--Bureau of the Census estimates of public and private school enroliment, kindergarten through grade 12 (K-12):
Selected years 1979-85

{In thousands)
Public school Private school

Year K-12 K-8 9-12 K-12 K-8 9-12
1979 41,343 27,349 13,994 4,663 3,541 1,122
1980 - 27,088 - - - --
1981 40,897 27,374 13,523 4,701 3,582 1,119
1983 39,701 26,909 12,792 4,868 3,650 1,218
1985 39,788 27,024 12,764 4,872 3,657 1,215

-- Not available.

NOTE: Detail may not add to totals because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "Schoo] Enrollment Social and Economic Characteristics

of Students: October 1984 and 1985", Curvent Population Reports, Series P-20, no. 426 (Washington, DC: 1988).
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Table 3-5.-Private school enrollment as a percentage of total public and private school enrollments, Bureau of Census and
National Center for Education Statistics estimates compared: Selected years 1979-85.

National Center for Edu.:ation Statistics Bureau of Census

Total Total
Year K-12 K-8 9-12 K-12 K-8 9-12
1979 10.7 11.7 8.7 10.1 11.5 7.4
1980 11.5 12.6 9.1 - 11.5 --
1981 12.1 13.1 9.8 10.3 11.6 7.6
1983 12.7 13.8 10.2 10.9 11.9 8.7
1985 12.4 13.7 9.4 10.9 11.9 8.7

-- Not available

SOURCE U S. Department of Education, National Center for Educauon Statnsncs Statistics of State School Systems;
ublic Elementan yecondary School dystems, le tary and Seconda ools;

andCommonCoreofDm Adapmdﬁomhblemm_gf_gguggmm 1987,
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Table 3-6.—Private school enrollments in thousands, by orientation: Selected years 1980-85

Catholic Other religious Nonsectanan
Total
private Percent of Percent of Percent of Percent in
Year enroliment Enrollment all private  Enrollment all private  Enroliment all private  Religious schools”
1980-81 5,331 3.019 56.6 1,106 20.7 906 17.0 84.0
1983-84 5,700 3,200 56.1 1,400 24.6 1,200 21.1 80.7
1985-86 5,982 3,599 60.2 1,526 25.5 858 14.3 85.7

“Religious school percentage combines Catholic and other religious schools.

NOTE: Total private earollment figures do not fully correspond with those preseated in figures 3-3 and 3-4. Here, 1980 figures
do not take into account the expanded private school universe list used in other U.S. Depariment of Education reports.

SOURCE: U.S. Departemnt of Education, National Center for Education Statistics; MEMM&_L_Q Diges! iges
iﬂw.&m&_li&z sdaprmmTabchémUS Dmtmentofﬁdtmhon Private Elemer nd Se
July 1983; Do}s an b 5: F = ® Privat




Table 3-7.--Percentage of private school earollment, by orientation and grade: 1985-86

Orientation
Other Non-
Grade Catholic religious sectarian
Total 100 100 100
Prekindergarten 1 10 15
Kindergarten 6 1 9
1st grade 8 9 7
2nd grade 8 8 6
3rd grade 8 8 6
4th grade ] 7 5
5th grade 8 7 S
6th grade 7 7 5
7th grade 7 6 6
8th grade 7 6 7
oth grade 8 6 8
10th grade 8 5 8
11th grade 8 5 7
12th grade 7 4 7

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE U. S Department of Eduuum Nat:oml Cenuu' for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Priva
pachers i te S Study, 1987.




Table 3-8.--Mean enrollment, by private school orientation: Fall 1985-86

Mean enroliment
Total 234
Catholic 363
Other religious 142
Nonsectarian 174

SOURCE: U S Deputmmt of Educanon, Nnnonu Center for Educanon Statistics, Private
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Table 3-9.--Percentage of all students attending private schools, by region and metropolitan status: Selected years
1979-85

Metropolitan status

and region 1979 1982 1985
United States 9.8 10.0 10.5
Region
Northeast 12.5 13.3 14.2
North Central 11.5 11.7 12.4
South 7.8 7.4 8.2
West 1.9 8.4 8.2
Metropolitian status
Central City 16.0 13.7 13.8
Suburb 10.0 11.0 11.9
Nonmetropolitan 5.0 5.9 6.2

NOTE: Percentages are of October enroliment, grades 1-12.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, "Pnivate School
Enroliment, Tuition, and Enrollment Trends: October 19797, Series P-23, no.121, 1982, and Bianchi, S., “Private

School Enrollment: Trends and Debates”, Research in Sociology of Education and Socialization, 3, 1982.
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Table 3-10.--Catholic dioceses with the largest Catholic school enrollments: 1987-88

Diocese Enrollment (K-12)
Chicago 156,500
Philadelphia 142,100
New York 110,800
Los Angeles 104,000
Brooklyn 88,900
Cleveland 68,800
Detroit 67,900
Newark 64,200
St. Louis 60,900
Boston 58,900
New Orleans 54,800
Cincinnati 51,800
Milwaukee 43,300
Rockville Centre, NY 38,900
Pittsburgh 38,200
Baltimore 34,100
St. Paul/Minneapolis 33,500
Buffalo 31,800
Washington, D.C. 31,600
Toledo 30,800

SOURCE: National Catholic Educational Association, Unjted 3iites Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools
1987-1988, 1988.
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Table 3-11.--Percentage of students enrolled in private schools by control of school and race/ethnicity: October,

198S.
Total Church- Nonchurch
Race and ethnicity private’ related related
Total students 10.5 8.5 1.4
Black students 37 2.4 7
Hispanic students? 6.7 6.1 3
White studenats 11.9 9.8 1.5

'Includes some students for whom control of the private school was not reported.
*Hispanics may be of any race.
NOTE: Percentages are of October enrollment, grades 1-12.

SOURCE: U.S. Dzpartment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "October 1985 School Enrollment Supplement”
to Current Population as reported in U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The

Condition of Educatjon, 1986.
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Table 3-12.~-Percentage of minority enrollment in public and private schools: Public schools 1984-8S and
private schools 1985-86

Percent Private Public
minonity schools schools
0 12.1 8.5
14 26.8 37.4
25-14 22.4 14.0
15-24 10.6 8.7
25-49 10.0 14.0
50+ 18.0 17.3

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study
and The 1985 Public School Survey, unpublished tabulation, 1989.




Table 3-13.--Percentage of children in grades 1-12 enrolled in private schools, by race and ethnicity, control of school, and
family income: October 1985

—

All children White

Fumly Total Church Non- Total Church Non-
Income private' related sectarian private' related sectarian
Total? 10.5 8.5 1.4 11.9 9.8 1.5

Less than 87,500 3.5 2.8 5 4.9 4.1 5
$7,500 to $14,999 5.7 4.7 4 6.7 5.7 .5
$15.000 to $24,999 8.6 7.2 .8 9.4 8.2 7
$25.0020 to $34,999 13.1 11.0 1.5 3.2 11.3 1
$35,000 to $49,999 13.8 11.8 1.6 14.5 12.4 1.7
$50,060 and over 20.0 14.8 4.3 20.1 15.1 4.2

Black Hispanic?

Famly Total Church Non- Total Church Non-
Income private' related sectanan private' related sectanan
Total® 3.7 2.4 ) 6.7 6.1 3

Less than $7.500 1.5 8 4 3.0 24 6
$7,500 10 $14,999 2.7 1.8 2 5.1 5.1 0
$15,000 to $24,999 38 2.8 ) 8.0 7.1 2
$25,000 to $34,999 8.4 6.3 .8 10.7 9.1 1.1
$35.000 to $49,999 7.4 4.5 1.9 13.1 13.1 .0
$50,000 and over 14.7 9.3 4.7 20.2 20.2 0

Includes some students for whom control of the private school was not reported.
“Includes some students for whom family income was not reported.
'Hispanics may be of any ruce.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "October 1985 School Enrollment Supplement” to Current
Population Survey, unpublished tabulations.
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Figure 3—1.—-Percentages of all private school students
enrolled in Catholic, other religious, or
nonsectarian schools at cach grade level:

1985-86
Percent
100 -
90
80 +

B Catholic XX other 0 J Nonsectarian

SOQURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Nationa! Center for
Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private Scliool
Teachers: Final Repcrt of the 1985-88 Private School Study,
1987.
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Figure 3-2.—-—Percentage ..f %rivate schools, by size of
school: 1635 -86
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education. National Center for
Education Statistics, Private Schools and Frivate School
Teachers: Final Report of the 1985-88 Private School

Study, 1987.
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Figure 3—3.—-Percentage of private schools and mean
enrollment by number of years of
operation: 1985-86

25%

1-10 years

0% 105 students

25%

11-24 years
251 students

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private School

Teachers: Final Report of the 1985-88 Private School
Study, 1987
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Figure 3-1.-- Percentages of minority students in National
Association of Independent Schools %NAIS)
member schools: 1981-82 to 1987-88
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Figure 3-5.—-Percentage of elementary and secondary
students by sector and family income:

October 1985
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Figure 3-6.—~-Percentage of elementary and secondary
students, by sector and parental education:
1985
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CHAPTER 4

NUMBER OF TEACHERS

Private schools in the United States employed a total of 404,000 full-
and part-time teachers in 1985-86; these teachers represent 355,000
full-time equivalent teachers. When the private school teaching force is
compared with the total number of elementary and secondary school
teachers, the data show that 13.9 percent of all full-time equivalent
teachers are employed in private schools (table 4-1). Wwhile the 1980-85
period saw an 18 percent increase in the mmber of private school teachers
(fram 301,000 to 355,000), the percentage of all teachers employed in
private schools varied between 10 and 14 percent.

Forty-six percent of all full- and part-time private school teachers
were employed in Catholic schools, campared with 31 percent in other
religious schools, and 23 percent in nonsectarian schools (table 4-2).
¥hen level of teaching assigmment was considered, data fram the 1985-86
Private School Survey showed 47 percent of teachers employed at the
elementary school level, 20 percent at the secondary level, 24 percent in
cambined schools, and 9 percent in schools with a focus on alternative
education, vocational education, or special education.

TEACHING STATUS
In 1985-86, 83 percent of all private school teachers taught full time and
the remaining 17 percent were part-time teachers (table 4-3). In public

schools, 88 percent of the teaching force were full-time teachers and 12
percent were part~-time teachers. Part-time teachers camposed a larger
share of the teaching force in other religious schools (23 percent) and
nonsectarian schools (22 percent) than in Catholic schools (11 percent).
Smaller schools were more likely to employ part-time teachers than larger
schools, with 24 percent of part-time teachers in schools with less than
50 students and 13 percent of part-time teachers in schools with 600 or
more students.

SCHOQL _LABOR FORCE

Teachers camposed the largest share of the labor force in private
schools; however, their efforts were often camplemented by a variety of
other employees such as principals or assistant principals, librarians,
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quidance counselors, teacher aides, other professional staff, and
nonprofessional staff. Not all private schools employ staff in each of
these career groups. Most schools (94 percent) have a principal,
assistant principal, or both; 82 percent employ nonprofessional support
staff; approximately two-fifths of all private schools employed librarians
(44 percent), teacher aides (43 percent), or other professional staff (40
percent); and only 30 percent had guidance counselors (table 4-4).

For staff other than teachers and principals, the availability of
types of staff varied by school characteristics (table 4-4). Elementary
schools were more likely to use teacher aides, while secondary schools
were more likely to employ guidance counselors and librarians. As the
school size increased, the percentage of schcols with guidance counselors '
librarians, and other professional staff and nonprofessional staff
increased as well. Wwhen orientation was considered, proportionately more
Catholic schools than nonsectarian or other religiqus schools had
librarians, and nonsectarian schools employed teacher aides and other
professional staff more frequently than Catholic schools.

Since not all private schools employed staff in each of these career
groups, the mean full-time equivalent estimate for each career group was
based only on schools that reported having that type of staff. Thus,
campared to 13.9 full-time equivalent teachers per school, there were, on
average, 4.8 full-time equivalent nonprofessional support staff, 3.5
full-time equivalent teacher aides, and 1.3 to 1.0 full-time equivalents
for principals and assistant principals, guidance counselors, and
librarians (table 4-5).

Within each career group, the mean full-time equivalent staff
increased as the size of school increased. Schools that were in existence
25 years or more also had more staff than schools in existence 10 years or
less (table 4-5). On average, the size of the teacher aide staff, other
professional staff, and nonprofessicnal staff tended to be larger in
nonsectarian schools when campared with religiously oriented schools.

Ard, although proportionately more elementary schools employed teacher
aides, when only the subset of those schools actually employing teacher
aides was considered, the average number employed at the secondary level
exceeded the average mumber employed at the elementary level.

About three out of four (72 percent) private schools received
assistance from unpaid volunteers (table 4-6). Data fram the 1985-86
survey showed that Catholic and other religious schools were more likely
to benefit from volunteer support than nonsectarian schools, with 84
percent of Catholic schools and 72 percent of other religious schools
using volunteers campared with only 45 percent in nonsectarian schools.
Similarly, elementary and combined schools were more likely to have
volunteers than secondary and other specialized schools (table 4-6). 1In
private schools, adult volunteer assistance was most common in the areas
of instructional support (47 percent) and extracurricular support (46
pexcent) (U.S. Department of Bducation 1987).
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DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS QF TEACHERS

Traditionally, elementary and secondary teaching has been a
female-daminated profession. In 1985-86, private schools had more female
than male teachers (76 percent versus 24 percent); this pattern wan
repeated in each of the three groups of private schools (table 4-7).
while the distribution was not identical, the pattern in public schools
was similar (68 percent versus 32 percent). These patterns changed when
school level was considered. At the elementary school level, only 10
percent of all private school teachers were male (table 4-7). The

on of male teachers increased to 25 percent in other specialized
private schools and to 30 percent in conbined elementary and secondary
private schools. And, among secondary teachers there was an equal
distribution of males and females (49 percent versus 51 percent). In the
aggregate, males in the private school teaching force were more likely to
teach at the secondary level; 41 percent of all male private school
teachers were employed in secondary schools, campared with 14 percent of
all female private school teachers (data not shown in table).

Ninety-two percent of private school teachers reporting in the 1985-86
Private School Survey were white. BAn estimated 4 percent werxe black, 3
percent were Hispanic, and 1 percent reported a race/ethnicity group other
than white, black, or Hispanic (table 4-8). Camparable data for public
schools (1983-84) show that 86 percent of the teachers were white, 10
percent were black, 4 percent were Hispanic, and 1 percent reported sane
other race or ethnicity group.

The mean age of all private school teachers was 38 years, compared
with a mean age of 40 for public school teachers. An examination of
age-specific data reveals that 42 percent of all private school teachers
were under age 35, campared with 31 percent of all public school teachers
(table 4-9).

TEACHFR EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING
Experience

Almost one-half (48 percent) of all private school teachers reported
10 or more years of teaching experience, campared with two-thirds (67
percent) of all public school teachers (table 4-10). In private schools,
the remaining teachers were almost equally divided between teachers with
less than 5 years teaching experience (25 percent) and teachers with 5 to
9 years teaching experience (27 percent). Fifty-five percent of Catholic
school teachers, 42 percent of teachers in other religious schools, and 44
percent of teachers in nonsectarian schools reported 10 or more years
experience. As was the case in the aggregate, the remaining private
school teachers within esch orientation group were nearly equally divided
between teachers with less than 5 years of experience and teachers with 5
to 9 years of experience.

Fifty-nine percent of private school teachers at the secondary level
reported 10 or more years experience; this percentage is higher than those
reported in all other levels of private schools (table 4-10). Same 41
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percent of private school teachers in other specialized schools

less than 5 years experience, compared with one-quarter of all private
school teachers in cambined elementary and secondary schools and one-fifth
of the private school teachers at the secondary level.

The percentage of teachers with 10 or more years experience increased
with school size (from 22 percent in schools with fewer than 50 students
t:o63pammtinsdmlswith6000rmsndmts)mdyearsofoperatim
(from 26 percent in schools of 10 or fewer years to 54 percent in schools
with 25 or more years) (table 4-10),

Training
About. 95 percent of all private schiool teachers and 99 percent of all
public school teachers held at least a bachelor’s degree (table 4-11). In

private schools, approximately two-thirds of the degreed teachers held
only a bachelor’s degree, compared with about ocne-third with advanced
degrees. The percentage distribution of private school teachers holding
bachelor’s and advanced degrees was similar in each orientation group. In
public schools, about one-half of the degreed teachers held bachelor’s
degrees and about one-half held advanced degrees.

Data from the 1985-86 Private School Study provide a basis for
describing private school teachers by level of degree, as well as where
they teach. Considering first the small percentage of teachers who
reported academic attainment below the bachelor’s degree level, 2 percent
of the male teachers and 6 percent of the female teachers were in this
group (table 4-11). Among teachers with less than 5 years of teaching
experience, 8 percent had less than a bachelor’s degree, campared with
only 4 pexcent of teachers with 10 or more years teaching experience.
When level of teaching assignment was considered, the smallest percentage
of teachers without bachelor’s degrees was reported for secondary school
teachers (1 percent), with 6 percent for teachers in elementary schools
and in other specialized schools, and 8 percent for teachers in combined
elementary and secondary school. The percentage of teachers without
bachelor’s degrees was amallest among f~achers in large private schools
{e.g., 2 percent in schools with 600 or more students) and largest in
smaller private schools (e.g., 15 percent in schools with fewer than 50
students). And only 4 percent of the teachers in schools in cperation 25
years or more did not have bachelor’s degrees, campared with 9 percent of
the teachers in schools in operation 10 years or less.

Male teachers (45 percent) were more likely than female teachers (26
percent) to hold advanced degrees (table 4-11). The percentage of
teachers holding advanced degrees increased with experience, fram 13
percent among teachers with less than 5 years of teaching experience to 43
percent among teachers with 10 or more years of teaching experience. The
largest percentage of private school teachers with advanced degrees was
reported for secondary school teachers at 51 percent, with 20 percent of
elementary school teachers, 31 percent of teachers in other specialized
schools, and 34 percent of teachers in cambined elementary and
schools reporting advanced degrees. Same of the difference in
groups between school levels might be accounted for by the fact that male
teachers were more likely than female teachers to teach in secondary
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schools (41 percent of male teachars versus 14 percent of famale teachers)
(U.S. Department of Bducation 1987). The parcentage of teachers with
advanced degrees increased with school size and years the school was in

operation.

The 1985-86 data showed that education was the most common
te major among private school teachers, with 51 percent
majoring in education alone ard ancther 12 parcent majoring in education
and another subject (table 4-12). The parcentage of education majors was
higher among elementary school teachers than secondary school teachers (60
t versus 37 percent), and more females than males majored in
education (55 percent versus 37 percent).

About cne-half (53 percent) of al. private school teachexrs
participated in additional training in the 1984-85 school year (U.S.
Department of Bducation 1987). Fifty-seven percent of these teachers
enrolled in college courses, 50 percent took inservice training and 20
percent tock same other type of training. About 80 percent of the
teachers who took additional training did so to maintain and improve their
skills. Most of these teachers, 71 percent of all teachers taking
additional training, took it in a substantive field other than educatiom.

Coursework

pData from 1985-86 revealed considerable variability in the
earmed undergraduate and graduate credit hours in the subjects
private school teachers (table 4-13). At least two-thirds of teachers
of foreign languages, social science, and English and had
campleted 13 or more credit hours. And, more than half of the teachers of
business science, art and music, and biological sciences had campleted 13
or more credit hours. However, the percentage of teachers with fewar than
4 credit hours in an assigned subject area was 51 percent for camputer
science, 30 percent for business science, 25 pexrcent for physical science,
and between 10 and 20 percent for mathematics, biological sciences, and
art and nmusic.

of
by

it

Bducation training programs also offer courses in general education
that are important in learning to commmicate the nowledge cbtained in
specific subject matter courses. In addition, the focus of an individual
teacher’s training will vary as a result of the level and subjects in
which the teacher is preparing to teach. Thus, figure 4-1 displays data
for the percentage of teachers with 13 or more credit hours in general
education and selected subject areas relevant to the teacher’s
assigmment. These data are restricted to data for teachers in regular
elementary, secondary, or cambined schools and are presented separately
for teachers in self-contained classes for grades . through 6, and for the
subject matter teachers in grades 7 through 12. At the elementary level,
72 percent of all teachers earned at least 13 credit hours in general
education; for specific subject areas, these teachers had the greatest
number of credit hours in English and language arts and social sciences.
In grades 7 through 12, teachers of English and language arts, social
science, mathematics, and sciences earned the greatest mumber of credit
hours, apart from general education, in the subject assigned.
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Cextification

The majority of States have mandated teacher certification programs
for public school teachers; thus it was not surprising that a 1984 survey
of secaondary school teachers, conducted as a camponent of the NCES "High
School and Beyond Survey, " found that 93 percent of all s public
school teachers had a State teaching certificate (table 4-14). Although
private schools are not included in mandatory State cextification
programs, 64 percent of Catholic secondary school teachers and 62 pexcent
of all secondary school teachers in other private schools held State
teaching certificates. The same survey included data on teacher tenure
that showed that while 77 percent of public school teachers in secondary
schools had temure, only 30 percent of Catholic school teachers and 21
percent of other private school teachers at the secondary level were
tenured.

TEACHER COMPENGATION

Teacher salaries for full-time teachers were lower in private schools
than public sctools. In 1985-86 the average base salary for all private
school teachers was $14,400 (table 4-15). The 1984-85 public school base
teacher salary, adjusted to 1985-86 dollars, was $24,335. This $9,935
difference in base salaries accounted for 41 percent of the public school
salary, or in other words, the average base salary for private school
teachers was only 59 percent of the average base salary for teachers in
public schools. Although the average base salary of $16,779 for teachers
in nonsectarian private schools was higher than the average base salaries
for teachers in Catholic schools ($14,036) and other religious schools
($13,764), it was lower than the average public school base salary.

The distribution of full-time teachers’ salaries shows that in 1985-86
more than half (58 percent) of all full-time teachers in private schools
reported base salaries less than $15,000; one year earlier, in 1984-85,
only 6 percent of the public school teachers reported base salaries in
this range (table 4-16). Sixty-one percent of public school teachers
reported base salaries between $15,000 and $24,999, compared with 37
percent of private school teachers. Another 33 percent of the public
school teachers reported salaries of $25,000 or nore, and only 5 percent
of private school teachers reported base salaries at this level.

The salary distriiation by years of experience suggests two factors
that seem to contribute to these differences in public and private school
base salaries (table 4-17). First, if one assumes that, on average, age
and experience are associated, and since private school teachers as a
group tend to be younger than public school teachers, more private school
teachers are near the lower end of the salary distribution. Secord, the
public and private school salary distributions show that salaries peak
socner for private school teachers than they peak for public school
teacher.” (16-20 years versus 26-30 years), and the absolute size of the
differential widens with increasing years of experience (Williams 1989).
Thus, the 38 percent of the private school teachers who are age 40 or
above also contribute to this salary gap. This last group is further
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confounded by the fact that Catholic teachers who are members of religious
orders "...tend to be older and he-e logged substantially more teaching
time on average than higher salaried lay teachers.” (Williams 1989).

TEACHER TIME ALLOCATION

Private and public school teachers both reported, on average, a total
of 50 hours a week spent on school-related activities (table 4-18).
Approximately thvse-quarters of this time oc~urred during required school
hours (74 percent for private school teachers and 78 percent for public
school teachers). One-half of the time teachers reported as having spent
on school-related work was spent in the classroom teaching. The other
half of the teachers’ time was evenly divided between required school
hours and time spent outside required school hours. This out of classroam
time was spent primarily in preparation for teaching and in student
advising, counseling, and extracurricular school activities. In fact,
private school teachers spent about 30 percent of their time on teaching
preparations and about 10 percent on various student activities.
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Table 4-1.--Teachers in elementary and secondary schools, by control of institution: 1980 to 1985

Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall
Type of control 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985
(In thousands)

Total’ 2,488 2,438 2,446 2,463 2,508 2,562
Public schools 2,184 2,125 2,121 2,126 2,168 2,207
Private schools 301 313 325 337 340 355

(Percent)
Private school teachers
as a percentage of total 12.1 12.8 13.3 13.7 13.6 13.9

'Includes teachers in local public school sysiems and in most private schools (religiously affilisted and nonsectarian). Excludes
subcollegiate departments or institutions of higher education, residential schools for exceptional children, and Federal schools.
Teachers are reported in terms of full-time equivalents.

*Estimated on the basis of enroliment,

NOTE: Some data have been revised from previously published figures.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data and Pr.vate School
Surveys; and unpublished projections, as reported in Digest of Education Statistics, 1988.
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Table 4-2.--Number of teachers in private schools, by school characteristics: 1985-86

Full- and part-time

teachers'
School Number
characteristics (in thousands) Percent
Total 404 100

Orientation

Catholic '85 46

Other religious 127 31

Nonsectarian 92 23
Type/level®

Elementary 190 47

Secondary 83 20

Combined 96 24

Other 35 9
Size

Fewer than 50 students 17 4

50 - 149 91 23

150 - 299 95 24

3% - 599 118 29

600 or more 83 20

'Principals’ reports of the number of teachers on or about October 1, 1985.

‘Elementary, secondary, and combined are regular schools, while other schools are primarily special education and
alternative schools.

NOTE: Detail may not add to totals because of rour...ng.

SOURCE U.s. Depanment of Educatlon, National Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private

hool Teachers: Final Report of the -86 Private School Study, 1987.
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Table 4-3.--Percentage of full- and part-time teachers, by sector and selected private school characteristics: Public
schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

School

characteristics Full-time Part-time
Sector

Public 88 12

Private 83 17
Ornientation

Catholic 89 11

Other religious n 23

Nonsectarian 78 22
Size

Fewer than SO students 76 24

50-149 78 22

150-299 83 17

300-599 85 15

600 or more 87 13

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE U S. Depnrtmem of Educaﬂon. Nauoml Center for Education Statistics, Priva Is and Private
o8 8; . , 1987, and The 1985 Public School Survey,

unpubhshed \abulation, October 1986,
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Table 4-4.~Percentage of private schools with various types ¢’ staff, by school characteristics: 1985-86

Principaly/ Other

School assistand Guidance professional Teacher Nonprofessional

chanacterintics principals Teachers sounselors Librarians staff aides st
Total 94 100 30 4 40 43 82

Orientation

Catholic 99 100 32 59 37 36 91

Other religious 90 100 26 30 36 45 72

Nonsectarian 96 100 32 42 55 51 89
Type/level*

Elementary 94 100 16 39 3 41 79

Secondary 97 100 93 87 69 14 04

Combined 94 99 48 44 38 48 85

Other 93 100 16 31 72 68 86
Size

Fewer than 50 .

students 81 99 18 18 20 33 S1

50 - 149 9s 100 22 26 41 45 80

150 - 299 98 100 27 53 39 45 93

300 - 599 98 100 41 68 46 46 95

600 or more o8 100 74 92 70 40 95

*Elementary, secondary, and combined are regular schools, wiile other schools are primarily special education and altemative
schools.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Nati
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Table 4-S.--Mean full-time equivalent staff in private schools, by school characteristics: 1985-86

Principals/ Orher
School assistanl Guidance professional Teacher Nonprofessional
characteristics principals Teachors counsclor Librarians staff aides sall
Total 1.3 13.9 1.1 1.0 3.1 3.5 4.3
Orientation
Catholic 1.4 17.0 1.4 1.1 2.2 2.6 3.7
Other religious 1.0 9.7 0.7 0.8 2.2 2.5 33
Nonsectarian 1.9 16.6 1.2 1.2 5.6 6.9 9.8
Type/level*
Elementary 1.1 10.9 0.6 0.9 1.4 32 2.9
Secondary 2.1 1.4 1.9 1.3 39 4.5 10.6
Combined 1.5 16.8 0.9 1.0 3.2 2.8 4.9
Other 1.7 9.9 1.2 1.1 6.0 54 8.8
/
Size
Fewer than SC
students 0.7 2.9 0.4 0.6 4.0 2.0 2.0
50 - 149 1.2 8.6 0.7 0.8 33 3.9 4.1
150 - 299 1.2 13.0 0.8 0.9 2.0 2.3 33
300 - 599 1.7 22.5 1.2 1.1 2.9 4.9 6.2
600 or more 2.6 45.9 2.6 1.6 4.2 59 13.6
Years of operation
10 or less 0.9 7.1 0.6 0.6 2.2 2.3 2.1
11-24 1.5 16.1 1.2 0.9 2.5 4.1 4.0
25 or more 1.5 16.2 1.3 1.1 3.7 3.9 6.4

*Elementary, secondary, and combined are regular schools, while other schools are primarily special education and alternative
schools.

SOURLE u.s. Departmem of Educsnon, National Center for Education Statistics, s ivate Schoo ers;
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Table 4-6.--Percentage of private schools with volunteers and type of support provided by studeat and nonstudent voluateers, by
school characteristics: 1985-86

Percent of schools using volunteers for

Percent of
schools Instructional Guidance Extracurricular
School with support support support
characteristics volunteers

Student Noastudem Student Nonstudent Student Noastudent

Total 72 14 47 1 16 8 46
Orientation
Catholic 84 14 54 3 19 9 52
Other religious 72 14 51 1 14 5 4
Nozsectrrian 45 14 27 0 18 11 20
Type/level*
Eicmentary 80 14 57 1 18 8 52
Secondary 54 27 15 4 20 13 36
Combined 73 14 48 0 13 6 45
Other 40 4 24 2 13 3 25

*Elementary, secondary, and combined are regular schools, while other schools are primarily special education and alternative
schools.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private Sch
Finsl Report of the 1985-86 Frivate School Study, 1987.
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Table 4-7.--Percentage of male and female teachers, by sector and selected private school characteristics: Public
schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

School
characteristics Male Female

Sector

Public schools 32 68

Private schools 24 76
Orientation

Catholic 20 80

Other religious 30 70

Nonsectarian 28 72
Type/level*

Elementary 10 90

Secondary 49 51

Combined 30 70

Other 25 75

“Elementary, secondary, and combined schools are regular schonls, while other schools are primarily special
education and altemative schools.

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Deputment of Bdmnon, Nsnoml Ceater for Education Statistics, Priv ivate
H f th Y Ate Scl udy, 1987, and "The 1985 Public School Survey,

Early Tabulations,” 1986,
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Table 4-8.—-Percentage of teachers, by race, ethnicity and sector: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools

1985-86
Sector White Black Hispan.e Other
Public schools 86 10 4 1
Private schools 92 4 3

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Deputment of Bduuuon. Nmoml Center for Education Siatistics, Private Schools and . rivate
g ate School Study, 1987, and "The 1985 Public School Survey,

Early Tabulations,” 1986,




Table 4-9.—-Percentage of teachers by age: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Age Public Private

Total 100 100
Younger than 30 14 24
30-34 17 18
35-39 23 20
40-44 16 14
45-49 12 9
50 years or older 19 15

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE U. S Depmment of Educauon, Nauonal Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
' " g : : - udy, 1987 and The 1985 Public School Survey,

unpublished tabulation, Octaber 1986




Table 4-10.—Percentage of teachers, by years of teaching experience and teaching status by sector and private school
characteristics: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Years of teaching experience Teaching status
(perceat) (percent)
School
characteristic Less than § §-9 10 or more Full-time Part time

Sector

Public 12 21 67 -- --

Private 25 27 48 83 17
Orientation

Catholic 21 24 L} 89 11

Other religious 28 31 42 77 23

Nonsectarian 29 27 44 78 22
Type/level’

Elementary 25 28 47 86 14

Secondary 19 23 59 81 19

Combined 24 29 47 80 20

Other 41 27 32 82 18
Size

Fewer than SO students 55 23 22 76 24

50 - 149 35 31 35 78 22

150 - 269 26 29 45 83 17

300 - 599 21 27 52 8§ 1§

600 or more 15 22 63 87 13
Years of operation

10 or less 37 37 26 81 19

11 -24 26 29 45 80 20

28 or more 22 24 54 85 15

-- Not available.

"Elementary, secondary, and combined schools are regular schools, while other schools are primarily special
education and alternative schools.

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCES U. S Depammn! of Eduunon, Nmoml Ceater for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
Sch ~ ate idy, 1987, and The 1985 Public School Survey,

mpubhshedubulmon.ocwber 1985,




Table 4-11.~Percentage of teachers, by highest degree and by sector and selected private school characteristics:
Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Higbest Degree
Less than bachelor’s Bachelor's Advanced degree

Sector

Public | 51 48

Private 5 64 31
Orientation

Catholic 3 67 30

Other religions 9 64 28

Nonsectarian 5 60 36
Sex

Male 2 54 45

Female 6 67 26
Years of experience

Less than § 8 78 13

5-9 5 70 25

10 or more 4 S3 43
Type/level”

Elementary 6 74 20

Secondary 1 48 51

Combined 8 58 34

Other 6 63 31
Size

Fewer than 50 students 15 66 20

50-149 9 69 23

150-299 6 69 24

300-599 3 64 i3

600 or more 2 53 45
Years of operation

10 or less 9 74 16

11-24 7 62 3

25 or more 4 63 33

"Elementary, secondary, and combined schools are regular schools, while other schools are primarily special
education and altermmative schools.

NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCES U. S Dcpamnmt of Educauon, Nmonnl Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
~ 86 S | Study, 1987, and "The 1985 Public School Survey,

En.rly Tabulauons,' 1986 o
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Table 4-12.--Private school teachers’ major field in undergraduate degree program, by school and teacher
characteristics: 1985-86

Miajor field of undergraduate degree
School and Number of
teacher teachers Other than Education No
characteristic (in thousands) Education education and other  degree
(Percent of teachers)
Total 404 51 32 12 5
Orientation
Catholic 185 54 3] 12 3
Other religious 127 50 28 12 9
Noasectanian 92 45 40 10 S
Type/level®
Elementary 190 60 22 12 6
Secondary 83 37 53 8 1
Combined 96 45 35 12 8
Other 35 48 33 13 6
Sex of teacher
Male 97 37 52 10 2
Female 307 55 26 12 6

“Elementary, secondary, and combined are regular schools, while other schools are primarily special education and
altemnative schools.

NOTE: Detail may not add to totals, and percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Deputmt of Eduaum. Natloml Center for Education Statistics, Prjvate Schpols and Private




Table 4-13.--Percentage of private school teachers by number of eamed undergraduate and graduate credit hours
in subject taught: 1985-86

Teachers teaching
the subject Credit hours”
Number
Subject taught (in thousands) 0-3 4-12 13+
(Percent of teachers teaching the subject)
Art and music 40 17 26 58
Biological science 26 18 26 57
Business science 9 30 6 64
Computer science 12 51 30 19
English/language arts 77 5 26 69
Foreign language 20 8 13 79
Mathematics 64 19 37 44
Physical science 35 25 30 45
Social science 52 6 22 72

“In semester hours. Quarter hour categonies have been converted 1o semester hour categories.
NOTE: Percents may not add to 100 due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
School Teachers: Final Report of the 1985-86 Private School Study, 1987.
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Table 4-14.--Percentage of secondary school teachers who are tenured and have a state certificate: 1984

Teacher Other
characteristics Public Catholic private
Have tenure 77.4 30.3 20.7

Have a state teaching
certificate 93.0 63.9 62.1

SOURCE: U. S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, High School and Beyond study
data as augmented by the Consortium for Effective Schools, sponsored by the National Institute of Education,
unpublished tabulation, 198S.
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Table 4-15.--Average base academic year salaries of full-time teachers, by soctor and orientation: 1983-86

Sector Average base salary
Public” $24,335
Private 14,400

Catholic 14,036

Other religious 13,764

Nonsectanan 16,779

“1984-85 public school teacher salary adjusted to 1985-86 doiiars using an inflation factor of 7.2 percent.

NOTE: Includes only full-time teachers who had salanes.

SOURCE: U. S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. "Teacher Compensation:
A Comparison of Public and Private School Teachers, 1984-86.° 1989, and 1985-86 Private School Study,

unpublished tabulation, 1989.
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Table 4-16.-Distribution of full-time public and private school teachers, by base academic year salary category:
Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Public school Pnvate school
teachers, 1984-85 teachers, 1985-86°
Salary category Percent Percent
Total 100.0 100.0
$O 0.0 0.5
1-9,999 0.2 17.8
10,000 - 14,999 6.1 39.4
15,000 - 24,999 60.8 37.3
25,000 - 34,999 30.0 4.6
35,000 or more 3.1 0.3

“Includes some private school teachers who reported no salary.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, "Teacher Compensation: A
Comparison of Public and Private School Teachers, 1984-86," 1989.
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Table 4-17.--Average base academic year salanies of full-time public and private school teachers, by years of
teaching experience: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Private
school
Public school teachers teachers
Salary in Salary
Years of 1984-85 1985-86 1985-86 difference
experience salary dollars” salary 1985-86
All teachers $22,701 $24,335 $14,400 $ 9,935
5 or less 16,395 17,575 12,191 5,384
6to 10 19,307 20,697 14,500 6,197
11 to 15 22,970 24,624 16,415 8,209
16 to 20 25,839 27,699 18,069 9.630
211025 26,943 28,883 16,546 12,337
26 to 30 27,812 29,814 16,326 13.488
More than 30 26,912 28,850 12,223 16,627

*1984-85 public school teacher salary adjusted to 1985-86 dollars using an inflation factor of 7.2 percent.
NOTE: Includes only full-time teachers who had salanes.

SOURCE: U.S Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, "Teacher Compensation:
Comparison of Public and Private School Teachers, 1984-86," 1989.
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Table 4-18.--Number of hours teachers spent each week on sckool-related activities within and outside required
school hours: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Public school Private school
teachers, teachers,
School-related activities 1984-85 1985-86

Average hours duning most recent week

Total 50 50
During required school hours 39 37
Classroom teaching 26 25
Outside of required school honrs 12 13

NOTE: Detail may not add to totals because of rounding. Data cover full-time school staft whose primary
assignment ‘as teaching.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics.  “The 1985 Public School
Survey. Early Tabulations,” 1986, and Private Schools and Private School Teachers:  Final Report of the 1985-86
Private School Study, 1987.
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Figurce 1-1.—-Percentage of private school teachers with
13 or more credit hours in specific areas,
by level and subject assignment: 1985— 86
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CHAPTER 5

SCHOOL, RESOURCES AND STUDENT OUTCOMES

SCHOOKL, RESOURCES
cher oS8

The full-time-equivalent teacher estimates are used in conjunction
with student enrollment estimates to compute pupil/teacher ratios. In the
1985-86 school year the pupil/teacher ratio in private schools was 17 tc
1, compared with 17.9 pupils per teacher in public schools (table 5-2).
Over the 1980-85 pericd, the private school pupil/teacher ratio went from
17.7 to 16.2, and the public school ratio went from 18.8 to 17.9,
suggesting a trend toward smaller class sizes in both private and public
schools (table 5-1).

The 1985-86 pupil/teacher ratio varied by private school oriemtation
(table 5-2). Catholic school enrollments represented 60 pervent of all
private school students, while Catholic school teachers accounted for 46
percent of all private school teachers, resulting in a ratio of 21 pupils
per teacher. By comparison, 14 percent of all private school students
attended nonsdctarian schools and 23 parcent of private school teachers
worked in these schools, yielding a pupil/teacher ratio of 10 to 1. The
pupil/teacher ratio of 15 to 1 in other religicus schools falls in between
the other two groups.

Differences were also cbserved in pupil/teacher ratios at various
instructional levels (table 5-2). Private elementary schools reported a
mean pupil/teacher ratio of 20, while private secondary schools averaged
17p:pilsparteadm,mﬂcmbimdsdmlsavamgad13pupilspar
teacher. The mean pupil/teacher ratio was also related to school size,
with smaller schools reporting lower ratios than their larger

. The mean ratio varied fram 10 to 1 in schools with fewaer
than 50 students to 20 to 1 in schools with 600 or more students.

Student Sexvices

The 1985-86 Private School Survey included data on selected student
programs and sexvicess bilingual education, English as a second language,
remedial reading, remedial mathematics, programs for the handicapped,

for the gifted and talented, vocational and technical programs,
foreign languages, and diagnostic sexvices. Sixty-nine percent of all
private schools offered remedial reading, and about half of all private

7
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schools reported providing one or more of the following programs:
remedial mathematics instruction (53 percent), foreign language
instruction, and diagnostic sexvices designed to identify learning
mmmmmwmmm(sx
percent) (table 5-3). Catholic and nansectarian schools were more likely
to provide diagnostic sexrvices and remedial programs in reading and
mathematics than schools with religious orientations other than Catholic.

Public funds were available for bilingual education, remedial and
canpensatory education, handicapped services, vocational education, and
guidance or psychological services. In addition, data were also collected
on the use of public funds for transportation, instructional and
materials, speech therapy, child mutritional services, and health
services. Sixty-cne percent of all private schools reported one or more
sudmtsmceiﬂngatlaastmesexvicapaidforwithmblicf\nb(tabla
5~4). Ninety percent of Catholic schools reported students raceiving
publicly funded services, campared with 49 percent of nonsectarian schools
and 41 percent of other religiocus schools.

Curriculum

Secondary school program emphasis data fram 1980 show that about 70
percent of all private high school students were enrolled in academic
programs, about 10 percent in vocational programs, and approximately 18
percent in general programs (table 5-5). By comparison, studerts in
public high schools were more evenly divided amwng these three program
types, with 36 percent enrolled in acedemic programs, 35 percent enrolled
in general programs, and 29 percent enrolled in vocational programs. Data
on vocational and perscnal development course offerings further
these patterns, insofar as public schools were more likely to offer
courses in home econamics, wood or machine shop, and auto mechanics than
either Catholic or other private schools (figure 5-1).

Specific course offerings and graduation requirements both
further information on the types of programs offered in different
schools. Data from the 1980 High School and Beyond study show that 95
percent or more of all high schools, public and private, offered courses
in geametry and algebra; the percentage of public and private high schnols
with courses in chemistry, physics, and trigonametry was also high (that
is, 69 percent or more) (figure 5-2). The largest differences were
reported in third year Spanish and French, with relatively more Catholic
schools offering these courses than either public or other private
schools.

In 1985-86, the average years of coursework required for graduation
fram private high schools ranged fram 3.9 for English and 3.1 for social

studies to 2.8 for mathematics and 2.5 for science (table 5-6). The
average graduation requirements for public high schools in 1984-85 ranged
fram 3.8 for English and 2.8 for social studies to 1.9 for mathematics and
1.8 for science.

78

ERIC 50

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Figure 5-3 compares public and private high schools on conformity with
ﬂmstmﬁa:dsmﬂedbyttsmtimalcumissimmmllmin
Bducation. While all school types either meet or are close to meeting the
standards of 4 years for English and 3 years for social studies, some

t remins to be made on the part of many schools in reaching the
goals of 3 years each for mathematics and science, and the goal of 2 years

for foreign languages.

STANDARDS AND GOALS
Entrance Requirements

In 1985-86, just under 40 percent (37.7 percent) of all private
schools and about cne-half (53 percent) of all private schools with grades
10, 11, or 12 required an entrance examination as a critarion for
admission (U.S. Department of Bducation 1987 and unpublished
tabulations). The percentage of schools with admission examinations did
not vary substantially across orientation groups when all grades were
considered; yet at the high school level, 71 percent of the Catholic
schools and 66 percent of the nonsectarian schools required examinations,
compared to 43 percent of the other religious schools (Figure 5-4).

A national 1984 study of Catholic high schools establishes a broad
range of admission criteria. Beyond the successful campletion of the
previous school year, the most camon criteria used in Catholic high
school admission decisions included standardized tests and a
recamendation from the elementary school principal (Table 5-7).

Goals
Secondary school teachers in public and private schools were asked in

two surveys to rank in order of importance eight goals for students (U.S.
Department of Bducation 1988):

o

Basic literacy skills in mathematics, reading, writing, and

Academic excellence or mastery of course subject matter;
Citizenship;
tional skills;
Good work habits and self discipline;
Personal growth and fulfillment;
Human relations skills; and
Moral or religious values.

0O0000QO0C

An analysis of the goals identified as high priority (that is, as a first
or second priority) showed that public school teachers were most likely to
select literacy skills {61 percent), followed by good work habits and
self-discipline (44 percent) (table 5-8). Private school teachers in
religious schools identified moral and religious values and literacy
skills as the most important goals. In nonsectarian private schools, 51
percent of the teachers assigned a high priority to literacy skills, and
approximately 40 percent identified either personal growth or good work
habits and self-discipline as high priorities for their students.
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ATTTTUDES

How students feel about their schools, their teachers, and their
educational experience most certainly affects the learming process.
Similarly, teachers’ opinions of their colleagues, their principals and
school administration, and their work enviromment must also have same
effect on the interpersonal interactions that are a part of the
teaching~learning contimnm. School discipline policies and perceptions
of them also reflect students’, teachers’, and administrators’ attitudes
towards the school setting.

In a 1982 survey of high school students, about 75 percent of the
students reported that their parents had never visited a class, and 40 to
50 percent of the private school students and about 60 percent of the
public school students reported that their parents had never had a teacher
conference (table 5-9). Students were given a list of 10 teacher
characteristics and asked to identify the characteristics that are
important in ide 1 teachers and to rate their teachers on each
characteristic:

Make clear presentations;

Work students hard;

Don’t talk over students’ heads:

Are patient and understanding;

Return students’ work promptly;

Enjoy their work;

Treat everyone with respect;

Are witty and humorous;

Teach just for money; and

Have interest in students outside schooi.

CO0000O000O

Eighty percent or more of the students in public, Catholic, and other
private schools identified “make clear presentations,” "treat everyome
with respect,” "are patient and understanding, " and "enjoy their work" as
important teacher characteristics. In addition, at least two-thirds of
each group of students indicated that it is important that teachers "c'u.:'t
talk over students’ heads."

In rating their current teachers, about 12 to 21 percent of students
in public, Catholic, and other private schools indicated that their
teachers "enjoy their work,” and 23 to 39 percent reported that their
teachers "treat everyone with respect” (table 5-9). Even though the
majority of students gave high priority to "make clear presentaticns,”
"are patient and understanding," and "don’t talk over students’ heads, "
the percentages of studmtsremrtingthatmeirteadmmtthesegmls
were on the order of 14 to 37 percent. Despite these discrepancies in
students’ ideal expectations and their reported experiences, nearly

ormofmesmdentsineadxgmupreportedﬂmtmey
were "satisfied with education up to present time."

The same two surveys that included questions on secondary teachers’
goals for students also included a cammon set of 16 statements
teachers’ opinions towards their colleagues, principals and school
administration, and schools (U.S. Department of Bducation 1984, 1987).

80

o~
A oy



At least two-thirds of all teachers, regardless of sector ard orientation,
indicated that "colleagues share beliefs and values on school mission,”
"staff maintains high standards of performance,” and a "cooperative effort
among staff” (Table 5-10). However, significantly fewexr public than
private school teachers gave good ratings on school spirit and sense of
familial bond within the school.

Although the majority of public and private secondary school teachers
expressed positive attitudes towards principals and school administration,
relatively more teachers in public secondary schools expressed
dissatisfaction with their principals and school administration (30 to 40
percent in public schools versus 15 to 20 percent in private schools)
(table 5-11).

Teachers in private secondary schools reported generally positive
attitudes towards their students (70 to 85 parcent affirmmative). In
contrast, 50 to 60 percent of the public school teachers reported that
students’ lateness and absence were problems and that students’ attitudes
reduce chances for success (table 5-12).

High school seniors in 1982 were asked about students who often
exhibit inappropriate classroam behaviors. The percentages reporting
fellow students with no books (6 to 11 percent), no pencil and paper (17
to 20 percent), and/or hamework not done (25 to 30 percent) were
relatively constant across the three sectors--public, Catholic, and other
private schools. In contrast, public school students were more likely to
report that their peers talked back to teachers, disobeyed instructions,
or both (table 5-13).

The responses that high school administrators gave in an assessment of
disciplinary problems follows the patterns reported by teachers on the
topics of student absenteeism and cutting classes, with public school
administrators more likely than private school administrators to reosort
these behaviors as problems (table 5-14). Similarly, administrators in
public schools were also more likely than those in private schools to
report drug and alcohol abuse as problems.

In a factor-analytic model of the range of attitude and behavior data
available from the public and Catholic school teachers in the "High School
and Beyond" study, five factors were identified: principal leadership,
staff cooperation, student behavior, teacher control over school and
classroam policy, and teacher morale. Catholic high school teachers were
more likely to respond positively on data items in each of the five
factors (figure 5-5).

OUTCOMES

Students’ Self-Evaluations

High school sophamores and seniors were asked to indicate their level
of agreement with each of six statements relating to fate control:

0 "Good luck important" (disagree strongly);
o "Sameone stops me" (disagree st.m(m_:;\ly);
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"Plans don’t work out" (disagree strongly);
"Should accept conditions" (disagree strongly);
"What happens is my doing” (agree strongly); and
"My plans work out" (agree strongly).

On average, regardless of school sector and orientation, 15 to 20 percent
of the sophamores expressed a strong sense of fate control, campared with
about 20 to 25 percent of the seniors (table 5-15).

Q000

A second set of six statements was administered in the area of
self-esteem:

"Take positive attitude toward myself" (agree strongly);
"I'm a person of worth” (agree strongly);

"Able to do things as well as others” (agree strongly);
"On the whole, satisfied with myself" (agree strongly);
"I'm not good at all" (disagree strongly); and

“Not much to be proud of" (disagree strongly).

In this case, about one-quarter of all sophawores and one-third of all
seniors expressed high self-esteem (table 5-15).

Q00000

Students’ involvement in extracurricular activities can serve as an
indirect measure of students’ self-esteem. Data in table 5-16 show that
one~quarter to one-third of all students participated in three or more
activities, while only about 8 to 15 percent participated in no
activities.

Cognitive Achievement

Achievement tests were administered to high school sophamores and
seniors in the 1980 "High School and Beyond” study. Coleman, Hoffer, and
Kilgore (1982) reported that for every subject area tested, the average
student in Catholic and other private schools scored above the average
student in public schools (Tables 5-17, 5-18).

These school sector and orientation achievement differences could be
due, in part, to differences in family and social ba
characteristics between public and private school students. To examine
the effect of school sector and orientation on achievement, Coleman and
Hoffer (1987) used the 1980 and 1982 "High Schooland Beyond” longitudinal
data to campare school sector and orientation on achievement growth
between the sophamore and senior years. In this analysis, the authors
also statistically controlled for the effects of sector and orientation
differences in family and social background on achievement growth. These
controls included race, socioeconamic status, region, handicap status, the
students’ college plans in ninth grade, and parents’ educational
aspirations for their child.

Having controlled for these background differences, Coleman and Hoffer
reported that significant sector and orientation differences in
achievement vemained. Students in Catholic schools, campared to those in
public schools, gained more in four of the six tested areas: reading,
vocabulary, mathematics, and writing. On two other tests, civics amd
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science, achievement growth in Catholic schools and public schools did not
differ (table 5-19). When camparing other private schools to public
schools, significant differences occurred on two of the six tests (reading
and vocabulary). In both cases, achievement growth is greater in the
other private schools.

The Naticnal Assessment of Bducatiomal Progress (NAEP), now
administered by the Bducational Testing Service under contract fram NCES,
periodically assesses achievement among 4th-, 8th-, and llth-grade
students. Owing to sanple size limitations, NAEP has not historically
published public-private differences. However, analyses have been made of
these data sets by other researchers. One example is an examination of
public-Catholic school differences in reading proficiency, based on
1983-84 NAEP data. In each of the three grades (4th, 8th, 11th), a
statistically sign ficant difference in reading proficiency was reported
among Catholic school students (Lee 1985).

College entrance exams provide same measure of the performance of high
school students planning on going to college. Students attending private
high schools have been reported as generally scoring higher than public
high school students on each camponent of the American College Testing
Program Assessment (ACT) and the verbal camponent of the Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT), while the sccres on the SAT mathematics test are
similar among rublic and private high school students (table 5-20) (U.S.
Department of BEducation 1987a).

High School Campletion

Coleman, Hoffer, and Kilgore (1982) used data from the sophamore
sample in the "High School and Beyond" study to estimate high school
dropout rates of 24 percent in public schools, campared with high school
dropout rates of 12 percent in Catholic schools and 13 percent in Other
private schools. When the graduation rates for all students starting the
senior year are considered, the data show a gracuation rate of 94 percent
in public high schools, campared with a graduation rate of 99 percent in
private high schools (U.S. Department of Bducation 1987, 1988a).

College and Bducational Attainment

In the 1985-86 Private School Survey, the respondent for the school
questionnaire (usually an administrator) was asked to estimate the
percentage of graduates who applied to a 2- or 4-year college. The
responses resulted in an estimated college application rate for private
school new graduates of 80 percent (U.S. Department of Education 1987).
By camparison, when high school seniors in the 1982 "High School and
Beyond" study were asked if they applied to college, the reported college
application rate among private school seniors was 90 percent and the

rate for public school seniors was 80 pexrcent (table 5-21).
About 10 to 15 percent of the students who applied to college were still
waiting in the spring of 1982 to hear whether they had been accepted, and
13 percent of the public school applicants, 6 percent of the Catholic
school applicants, and 4 percent of the applicants from other private
schools :eportedthattheyhadmtbemacoepted. The remaining 73 to 86

percenthadalraadybeenacceptedbymeormmcolletps.
83

G-

[ G Y



Postsecondary enrollment rates in October 1980 and February 1984 are
available for 1980 high school graduates (table 5-22). About cne-half of
all public schorl graduates and two-thirds of all private school graduates
were enrolled in same form of postsecondary institution in October 1980.

By February 1984, same 64 percent of tie 1980 public school graduates and
84 percent of the 1980 private school graduates reported having “"ever”
attended a postsecondary institution. Same 27 percent of the 1980 public
high school graduates and 49 percent of the 1980 private high school
graduates were enrolled in 4-year colleges in the fall of 1980 (table
5-22). Approximately 55 percent of these graduates from Public and other
private schools and 60 percent of these graduates fram Catholic schools
were still enrolled in the spring of 1984 (table 5-23). The year-to-year
attrition rates declined in each school sector as the time in school
increased.

A substantial portion of the students who attended 4-year colleges
received same fomm of financial aid. Over the 4-year period fram fall of
1980 through spring of 1984, approximately 50 to 55 percent of the public
high school graduates attending public colleges and 33 to 40 percent
attending private colleges received financial aid (table 5-24 ). Among
Catholic high school graduates, 18 to 30 percent of the students attending
public colleges and 55 to 66 percent of the students attending private
colleges received financial aid. And for graduates from other private
schools, the percventages were 6 to 28 percent for public colleges, and 24
to 28 percent for private colleges.

By the spring of 1986, approximately two-thirds of the 1980 public
school seniors and one-half of the 1980 private school seniors reported
that the high school diplama was their highest degree earmned. By
camparison, about 13 percent of the 1980 public school seniors, 29 percent
of the 1980 Catholic school seniors, and 37 percent of the 1980 seriors in
other private schools reported having received a bachelor’s degree by the
spring of 1986 (table 5~25).

The percentage of high school seniors in 1980 who received a BA, BS, or
MA degree by the spring of 1986 ranged from 9 parcent of public school
students to 25 percent of Catholic school students and 26 percent of other
private school students (table 5-26). Among black 1980 high school
seniors, the percentages receiving one of these degrees by spring, 1986
were 3 percent of public school students, 25 percent of Catholic school
students, and 31 percent of other private school students.
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Table 5-1.--Public and private elementary and secondary school pupil/teacher ratios, by level: 1980-1985

Public schools Private schools’
Year K-12 Elementary Secondary K-12 Elementary Secondary
Pupil/teacher ratios
1980 18.8 20.3 16.9 17.7 18.8 15.0
1981 18.9 20.5 16.9 17.6 18.6 15.2
1982 18.7 20.4 16.6 17.2 18.2 14.9
1983 18.5 20.4 16.2 17.0 18.0 14.4
1984 18.1 20.0 15.7 16.8 17.7 14.4
1985 17.9 19.6 15.7 16.2 17.1 14.0

"Data for 1981, 1982, and 1984 are estimated.

NOTE: Based on number of students divided by number of full-time equivalent (F.T.E.) teachers. Kindergarten
includes a relatively small number of oursery school teachers and students.

SOURCE: U.S. Depariment of Education, National Certer for Education Statistics, "Statistics of Public Elementary
and Secondary Day Schools®; Common Core of Data survey, and "Projections of Education” as published in Digest

of Education Statistics 1989.
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Table 5-2.--Mean pupil/teacher ratio by private school characteristics: 1985-86

School
characteristic Mean pupil/teacher ratio’
Total 117
Orientation
Catholic 21
Other religious 15
Nonsectarian 10
Type/level®
Elementary 20
Secondary 17
Combined 13
Other 9
Size
Fewer than 50 students 10
S0 - 149 12
150 - 299 17
300 - 599 18
600 or more 20

'Based on number of students divided by number of full-time equivalent (F.T.E.) teachers.
*‘Computed using a different source than that used in table 5-1.
‘Elementary, secondary, and combined are regular schools, while other schools are primarily special education and

alternative schools.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Pnivate Schools and Private
School Teachers:  Final Report of the 1985-86 Private School Study, 1987.
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Tuble 5-3.--Percentage of private schools offering various programs and services, by school orieatation: 1985-86

Orientation
Program/ Other Nonsec-
service Total Catholic religious tarian
Bilingusl education 9 4 11 12
English as a second
language 12 9 14 14
Remedial reading 69 78 59 73
Remedial mathematics 53 61 42 62
Programs for the
handicapped 18 15 16 30
Programs for the
gifted and talented i3 37 28 37
Vocational/technical
programs 14 8 15 26
Foreign languages 46 33 48 70
Diagnostic services 51 61 41 52

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
School Teachers: Final Re f 985-86 Private School Study, 1987.
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Table 5-4.--Percentage of private schools receiving publicly funded student services, by orientation: 1985-86

Publicly funded No publicly funded
services services
Orientation Total Number Percent Number Percent
Total 25,600 15,700 61 9,900 39
Catholic 9,900 8,900 90 1,000 10
Other religious 10,800 4,400 41 6,400 59
Nonsectarian 4,900 2,400 49 2,500 b |

SOURCE: U.S. Depanmmt of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
00 : of the 1985- ivate School Study, 1987.
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Table 5-5.~Percentage of high school students earolled in academic, genersl, and vocational programs, by sector:
1980

Program Public Catholic Other Private
Academic 35.7 72.1 71.1
General 34,9 17.8 18.6
Vocational 29.4 10.1 10.3
Sample size 20,758 2,339 439

NOTE: Percentages are based on student self-reported program [ :ticipation, taken from the 1982 High School
and Beyond followup of the 1980 cohort.

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S., & Hoffer, T. Public and Private High Schools: The Impact of Communities, 1987.




Table 5-6.--Average number of years of coursework required for graduation from public and private high schools,
by selected subject matter: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Private schaols

Other
Coursework Total Public Catholic religious Secular
Mathematics 2.8 1.9 2.6 2.8 iy
Science 2.5 1.8 2.3 2.6 2.5
English 3.9 3.8 4.0 39 4.0
Social studies 3.1 2.8 3.0 3.2 2.9

NOTE: Data on private schools are based on individual schools; data on public schools are hased on school
districts.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The Condition of Eduvation,
1987.
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Table 5-7.--Percentage of Catholic high schools requiring various criteria for admission: 1984

Rarely
Always Usually or never
Criteria required required required
Percent

Ability to pay full tuition

without aid 6.2 22.3 56.8°
Completion of one or more

standardized achievement or

aptitude tests 52.0 27.3 14.0
Completion of written admission

test developed by the school 14.1 8.0 65.2
Personal interview w.th parent

or guardian 323 14.5 14.5
Personal interview with student 35.3 14.9 13.5
Recommendation of elementary

school principal 48.0 25.1 8.8
Recommendation of student’s

pastor 11.6 8.8 43.2
Strong academic record 28.1 32,6 20.3
Sucessful completion of

previous year of school 79.7 154 1.9

‘Difference between summed percentages and 100 percent is represented by "sometimes” responses.

SOURCE: Yeager, R.J., Benson, P.L., Guerra, M.J., & Manno, B.V. The Catholic High School: A National
Portrait, 1985.




Table 5-8,~Percentage of secondary school teachers ranking goals for students as very important (*1° and "2" out
of 8), by school characteristics: Public schools 1983-84 and private schools 1985-86

Private
Schools
Goals for Public
students schools
Other Non-
Total Catholic religious sectarian
Literacy skills 61 46 42 46 51
Academic
excellence 33 30 30 26 4
Citizenship 7 4 4 3 4
Occupational
skills 7 2 2 2 2
Good work habits/
self discipline 44 30 29 22 40
Personal growth 23 37 37 K} 41
Human relations
skills 15 14 14 10 19
Moral or religious
values 10 41 41 61 6

NOTE: Sincemeﬁuundseeondmstimpomntguhmmmbined.thepermhgesformhoflheschooltypes
add to 200 (with rounding error).

SOURCE: ~..S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study.
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Research, High School and Beyond Administrator and Teacher Survey
1984. As reported in National Center for Education Statistics, "Secondary School Teachers’ Opinions: Public and
Private Schools,” 1988,

93



Table 5-9.--Student perceptions of their teachers: 1982

Other
Public Catholic private
Percent

Parents bave never had

teacher conference 61 43 49
Parents have never visited class 79 75 78
Counselors/teachers don't care

about students’ post-secondary

future 5N 4/6 4/4
Satisfied with education

up fo present time 73 79 82
These characteristics are

important in ideal teachers:

- make clear presentations 83 93 91

- work students hard 38 39 34

- don't talk over students’ heads 67 76 70

- are patient and understanding 80 84 84

- return students’ work promptly 36 36 31

- enjoy their work 84 89 89

- treat everyone with respect 81 87 86

- are witty and humorous 40 41 41

- teach just for money 9 9 9

- have interest in students

outside school 20 20 24

Students report that their teachers:

- make clear presentations 23 15 14

- work students hard 40 29 23

- don't talk over students’ beads 34 22 19

- are patient and understanding 37 26 21

- return students’ work promptly 38 35 26
and that few or no teachers:

- enjoy their work 21 12 13

- treat everyone with respect 39 27 23

- are witty and humorous 51 4 36

- do their job just for money 68 80 80

- bave interest in students

outside school 72 63 31

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, High School and Beyond Study:
"High School Students’ Perceptions of Their Teachers,” 1984.




Table 5-10.~Percentage of secondary r *hool teachers agreeing with various statements relating to their fellow
teachers: Public schools 1983-84 and private schools 1985-86

Private
Schools

School-reisted Public
statement schools

Other Non-
Total Catholic religiouns sectarian

Colleagues share
beliefs and values
regarding school
mission 72 82 80 8s 81

Cooperative effort
among staff 67 88 85 87 92

Staff maintains high
standards of
performance 79 o3 91 93 95

School seems like
big family, cordial
and close 41 79 78 81 79

Staff does not have
much school spint* 47 23 24 21 25

*In the case of a negative statement, the percent responding positively is 100 minus percent in agreement.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study,
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Research, High School and Beyond Administrator and Teacher Survey,
1984. As reported in National Center for Education Statistics, "Secondary School Teachers’ Opinions: Public and
Private Schools,” 1988.
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Table 5-11.--Percentage of secondary school teachers agreeing with various statements relating to their principals
and school administration: Public schools 1983-84 and private schools 1985-86

Private
Schools
School-related Public
statesnent schools

Other Non-
Total Catholic religious sectarian

Principal communicates
desires to staff 67 82 81 82 82

Administration knows
problems faced by
staff 61 78 79 80 75

Administration is
supportive and
encouraging of staff 67 82 81 84 81

Teachers and
administrators agree
on discipline policy 63 81 80 84 80

Principal lets staff
know expectations 69 83 83 84 82

Principal interested
in innovation and
new ideas 65 83 80 84 85

Necessary matenals
are available to
staff 66 84 86 84 82

Principal does poor
Job getting resources* 26 16 17 17 15

*In the case of a negative statement, the percent responding positively is 100 minus percent in agreement.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study,
and U.S. Department of Education, Office of Research, High School and Beyond Study, Administrator and Teacher
Survey 1984. As reported in National Center for Education Statistics. "Secondary School Teachers' Opinions:
Public and Private Schools,” 1988.
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Table 5-i2.--Percentage of secondary school teachers agreeing with various statements relating to their students’
behavior: Public schools 1983-84 and private schools 1985-86

Private
Schools
School-related Public
statement schools
Other Non-
Tetal Catholic religious sectarian
Studeni mishehavior/
substance abuse
interferes 38 16 12 15 23
Student tardiness/classes
cut interferes 52 15 10 17 18
Student attitudes reduce
chances for success 61 3 26 28 42

NOTE: In the case of negative statement, the percent responding positively is 100 minus percent in agreement.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Ceater for Fducation Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study,
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Research, High School and Beyond Study, Administrator and Teacher
Survey, 1984. As reported in National Center for Education Statistics, "Secondary School Teachers' Opinions:
Public and Private Schools,” 1988.
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Table 5-13.—-Percentage of students who often exhibit inappropriate classroom behavior: 1982

(Students’ reports)
Other

Nature of problem Public Catholic private
No pencil and paper 19 20 17
No books 11 6 7
Homework not done 30 25 30
Students talking back

to teachers 51 29 27
Students disobeying

instructions 39 20 17

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Nationa! Center for Education S:atistics, High School and Beyond Study,
"Discipline Measures for 1982 High School Graduates”, 1984.
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Table 5-14.—-Administrators’ assessments of discipiinary problems in public and private school: 1980

Serious or Other

moderate problem Public Catholic private
Percent

Student absenteeism 56.6 15.2 13.8
Cutting classes 37.0 4.6 0
Verbal abuse

of teachers 9.6 4.7 5.3

» Drug and alcohol use 48.5 26.2 18.0

Vandalism of

school property 24.5 13.8 11.7

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S.; Hoffer, T.; and Kilgore, S.
Schools Compared, 1982.
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Table 5-15.--Percentage of high school sophomores who report selected positive attitudes and behaviors: 1980

Never
Sector Sense of High absent Never Never
and fate self-esteem except cut late to
level control responses when il classes school
Public school students
as sophomores 16.5 23.7 33.7 68.6 42.0
as seniors 21.3 23.2 24.8 53.6 35.9
Catholic high school students
as sophomores 18.6 24.9 48.8 88.7 47.7
as seniors 23.0 30.2 34.0 74.6 41.2
Other pnvate school students
as sophomores 17.7 25.4 37.0 71.0 35.6
as seniors 26.4 32.4 30.8 59.3 28.2

SOURCE: Coleraan, J.8.; Hoffer, T.; and Kilgore, S., High School Achievement: Public, Catholic. and Private
Schools Compared, 1982.
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Table 5-16.--Percentage of students participating in extracurricular activities: 1980

Other
Public Catholic private
Varsity athletics 36.1 37.3 57.4
Other athletics 40.4 47.7 46.3
Cheerleading, pep club 14.8 15.8 11.5
Debating or drama 13.1 14.9 28.4
Band or orchestra 15.5 8.6 9.6
Chorus or dance 19.6 18.3 29.1
Hobby clubs 19.4 20.3 17.2
Honorary clubs 16.3 21.0 13.4
School newspaper, yearbook 17.5 28.5 42.0
School subject-matter clubs 21.1 20.6 15.5
Student council 16.9 19.0 22.7
Vocational education clubs 26.4 4.1 9.6
Percentage of students pasticipating
in three or more activities 26.7 243 33.7
Percentage of students participating
in no activities 10.5 14.3 8.0
SOURCE: Coleman, J.S., and Hoffer, T. Public and Private High Schools: The Impact of Communities, 1987.
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Table 5-17.—~Means for sc "~ omore test scores in public and private schools: Spring 1980

High-performance
Major sectors schools
U.S. Other
Test total Public Catholic private Public Private
Reading (19)° 9.1 8.9 10.5 10.5 11.7 14.5
Vocsbulary (21)  10.9 10.7 12.9 13.1 14.1 17.6
Mathematics (38) 18.6 18.3 21.5 223 24.9 30.2
Science (20) 10.9 10.8 11.9 12.4 13.2 15.1
Civics (10) 5.8 5.8 6.5 6.4 7.1 7.8
Writing (17) 10.3 10.1 11.9 11.5 12.8 14.7

“Numbers in parentheses refer to total number of test items.

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S.; Hoffer, T.; and Kilgore, S., High S¢hool Achievement: Public, Catholic, and Private
Schools Compared, 1982.
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Table 5-18.--Means for senior test scores in public and private schools: Spring 1980

High-performance
Major sectors schools
u.s. Other
Test total Public Catholic private Public Private
Means
Reading (20)" 10.9 10.8 11.9 13.0 13.5 14.0
Vocabulary (27) 13.1 12.9 15.1 159 18.0 21.6
Mathematics (32) 19.1 18.9 21.1 224 239 28.1
Picture Number (15) 11.3 11.3 12.1 11.9 11.6 13.0
Mosaic (89) 45.3 45.2 47.3 51.0 54.2 55.3
Visusl (16) 7.7 7.7 7.5 8.6 8.8 9.8

“Numbers in parentheses refer to total number of test items.

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S.; Hoffer, T.; and Kilgore, S., High School Achievement: Public, Catholic, and Private
Schools Compared, 1982.
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Table 5-19.--Estimates of effect of private sector on growth in achievement of aversge public school students on
six tests, controlling on family background: 1980 sophomores as seaiors

Private sector increment”

Average number
correct in Average In items correct As grade equivalent
public school growth
at sophomore in public Other Other
Test level school Catholic private Catholic private
Reading 9.3 1.00 0.49 (0.18) 0.74 (.35) 1.0 1.50
Vocabulary 11.0 1.75 0.74 (0.14) 0.99 (.32) 0.9 1.10
Mathematics 19.1 1.46 0.75 (0.24) 0.22 (.57) 1.0 <0.30
Science 11.2 0.79 0.05 {0.14) 0.12 (.32) 0.1 0.30
Civics 59 0.84 0.15 (0.09) 0.27 (.22) 0.2 0.32
Writing 10.5 1.31 0.64 (0.13) 0.40 (.31) 1.0 0.61

“Refers to private school increment above (or below) average growth in public school.
NOTE: Standard errors in parentheses.

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S. and Hoffer, T., Publi




Table 5-20.—-American College Testing (ACT) and Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores, by control of high school:
School years ending 1981 through 1985

Year
and
sector English” Mathematics Social studies Natural science Composite
Mean ACT scores
1982
Public 17.6 17.1 17.2 20.8 18.4
Private 18.7 17.6 18.0 21.2 19.0
Catholic 18.6 17.9 18.2 21.2 19.1
1983
Public 17.7 16.9 17.0 20.9 18.2
Private 18.7 17.4 17.8 21.2 18.9
Catholic 18.7 17.7 18.1 21.3 19.1
1985
Public 18.0 17.0 17.2 21.0 18.4
Private 18.8 17.4 17.8 21.3 18.9
Catholic 18.9 17.8 18.1 21.4 19.2
Median SAT scores
1981
Public 420 467 - - .
Private 431 466 - - .-
1982
Public 423 469 - - .
Private 437 466 - - .
1983
Public 421 467 - - -
Private 435 467 - -- -
1984
Public 423 469 - - -
Private 437 469 - . -
198S
Public 427 475 - - -
Private 44) 474 - - -

~ Not applicsble
**English” is the ACT designation; "verbal,” the SAT designation.
SOURCE: American College Testing Program, R

Graduates, various years, College Entrance Ex:on Board, Pro , VArious years U S.
Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The of Educstio 198
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Table 5-21.--Public and private school seniors® college applicatior experience: Spring 1982

Other
Public Catholic private
Percent
Applied 1o 1 college 37 32 30
Applied to 2 or 3 colleges 30 39 33
Applied to 4 or more colleges i1 19 29
Applied to one college or more 79 90 92
Did not apply 21 10 8
Accepted” 73 82 86
Not accepted” 13 6 4
Had not heard” 14 12 10

"Percent of students who applied to college.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, "College plans, expected college
costs, and expecled use of financial aid of 1980 high school sophomores as seniors in 1982, 1984.
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Table 5-22.~-Postsecondary enrollment ratss in 1980 and 1984 for high school graduates, by control of high school

and type of institution
High school graduates
All Public Private
Type of institution graduates school school
Percent enrolled in October 1980
Total 50.6 48.5 68.9
4-year 30.9 26.9 48.9
2-year 16.0 16.1 15.1
Vocational-technical 3.6 3.5 4.9
Percent enrolled by February 1984
Ever attended* 65.8 63.7 84.4
4-year 45.2 42.4 69.6
2-year 27.9 28.3 24.4
Vocational-technical 7.6 7.4 10.2

*Represeats the percentage of 1980 graduates who had earolled in any type of postsecondary institution by February
1984. Since some students attended more than one type of institution during the period, e.g., initially enrolling in a
2-year institution and then transferring to a 4-year school, the sum of the subgroups is greater than the proportion "ever”
sttending.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, High School and Beyond study,
unpublished tabulation, 198S.
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Tables §-23.--For all students enrolled in a 4-year college by fall 1980, the percentage remaining by spring 1984
and percentage leaving in each year, by high school sector

Other
Public Catholic private
Remaining spring 1984 54.3 60.2 55.6
Left in 3rd year 7.7 5.2 82.0
Left in 2nd year 12.7 134 10.9
Left in 1st year 25.3 21.2 31.5

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S., and Hoffer, T., [

OmN \mjgg. 1987.
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Table §-24.--Percentzge of 1980 high school seniors receiving postsecondary financial aid, by year and type of high

school
Type of college attended
High
school Year in 4-year 4-year
sector college private public
Percent
Public Fr. in 1980-81 52.9 39.8
Soph. in 1981-82 51.6 35.3
Jr. in 1982-83 52.8 32.8
Sr. in 1983-84 55.0 33.9
Catholic Fr. in 1980-81 66.0 18.5
Soph. in 1981-82 67.2 27.0
Jr. in 1982-83 61.5 30.1
Sr. in 1984-84 55.7 28.4
Other private Fr. in 1980-81 21.7 27.6
Soph. in 1981-82 24.1 12.6
Jr. in 1982-83 21.9 5.5
Sr. in 1983-84 27.2 9.6

NOTE: All types of aid combined; percents only for graduates attending 4-year college.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for kducation Statistics, High School and Beyond study,
"Student Financial Assistance: Grants and Scholarships,” unpublished tabulation, 1986.




Table 5-25.~-Highest degree attained by 1980 high school seniors: Spring 1986

School Sector
Student Other
group Degree Public Catholic private
Percent
All studeats No high school diploma 1.2 0.1 0.0
High school diploma 65.7 51.8 50.6
Postsecondary education license  12.2 10.4 84
Associate degree 7.0 7.4 39
B.A. or B.S. 13.4 29.2 36.5
M.A.or M.S. 0.5 1.1 0.7
Females B.A,B.S.,, MA,, or M.S. 14.1 31.5 35.0
Males B.A., B.S.,, M.A,, or M.§S. 13.5 28.7 39.2
Hispanics B.A., B.S.,, M.A,, or M.S. 8.6 25.0 25.9
Blacks B.A., B.S.,, M.A., or M.S. 8.7 25.1 30.9
Whites B.A., B.S.,, M.A,, or M.S. 19.0 35.5 39.2

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, High School and Beyond study,
unpublished tabulation, 1987.
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Figure 5—1.—-Percentage of schools offering vocational
and personal development courses: 1980
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Figure 5-2.—-Percentage of high schools offering
specific courses in mathematics,
sciences, and foreign languages: 1980
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Figure 5-3.—-Coursework in "new basics” (recommended by
the national Commission on Excellence in

Education) required for graduation in public

(1984-85) and private (1985-86) high schools
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Figure 5—-4.--Percentage of private schools with grades
10, 11, or 12 requiring entrance exams
prior to admission: School year 1985-886.
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Figure 5-5.—-School climate in Xublic and Catholic
high schools: 198
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CHAPTER 6
PARENTAL CHOICE

Why do parents choose private schools, and how many parents would
consider private schools if tuition tax credits were legislated for
private school tuition costs? At least cne national study designed to
address these questions has been conducted. As part of the School Finance
Project within the U.S. Department of Bducation, a national telephone
interview survey of 1,200 households with parents of school-age children
was conducted in 1982. The sample was derived using randam digit dialing
and included 1,200 families with children in grades K-11 in the 1981-82
school year,

Of those parents who chose public schools, 52.7 percent indicated that
the public schools their children would attend had influenced choice of
residence. Presumably, those parents considerex! schooling altermatives
and chose a place of residence either partly or wholly in order to allow
their children to attend certain public schools. Nearly one cut of five
(19.7 percent) considered other schools before selecting public schools.
For slightly more than one-third of all public school parents (38.7
percent), neither the existing public schools nor available schooling
alternatives affected the choice of where to live (table 6-1). Not
considering school alternatives was inversely related to incame, was
greater for black than white parents, and was greater for parents who had
attended public schools. Parents who were educated only in private
schools were nearly twice as likely (32 percent) as parents educated only
in public schools (18 percent) to consider other schools.

The most important factors associated with current school choices are
listed in table 6-2. Parents choosing private schools selected "academic
standards and courses" (42 percent) or "values-religion" (30 percent) as
the two most frequently selected factors affecting choice. Of public
school parents who have considered other shcools, 20 percent named
finances as the most important factor in selection.

Among private school parents, the factors associated with choosing
private schools varied by type of private school (table 6-3). Parents
selecting othear religious schools (that is, non-Catholic) chose them for
two daminant reasonss the first (43 percent) was "values-religion” and
the second, "academic standards and courses" (22 percent). Parents
choosing Catholic schools selected the same two factors, but in reverse
order: academic courses first (45 percent) and "values-religion" second
(30 percent). Parents choosing nonsectarian schools overwhelmingly chose
them for academic reasons (63 percent).
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What if tuition tax credits were granted? Among public school
parents, most (56 percent) reported that they would not switch to private
schools under any amount of tuition tax credit (table 7-4). About
one-quarter (23.5 percent) reported they would be "very likely” or
"samewhat likely” to switch to private schools under a $250 tax credit; 32
parcent would switch if the credit was $500, and 44.6 percent would switch
if the credit covered all tuition costs.

Several other studies have been conducted on a regional basis. One
recent investigation of black private school parents in Chicago added to
the school choice formula parents’ desire to place their children in a
school with racial and social diversity (Slaughter and Schneider 1986).
Amd\etsuggestedtmtdissatisfacttmwithmhucsdmlmgcanbea
canpelling factor in the decision to choose private schools (Gratio
1979). In this regard, in the telephone survey discussed earlier,
considerably more public school parents (14.3 percent) than private school
parents (3.4 percent) expressed dissatisfaction with the school their
children attended (OERI 1983).
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Table 6-1.--Consideration of schooling aliematives by public school parents: 1982

Considered Public schools

other influences
schools choice of Both Neither
Respondents Number ¢)) residence (2) ] and 2 1 nor 2
Percent
Al
respondents 1,749 19.7 §7.7 11.1 38.7
Race-Ethnicity
White 1,315 18.0 56.2 1.3 37.0
Black 262 25.9 3.1 8.2 48.7
Hispanic 130 22.5 54.1 15.8 39.4
Other s 15.4 63.4 10.1 31.7
Income
Less than $7,500 176 19.9 42.0 8.0 45.5
$7,500 10 $14,999 300 19.2 32.4 4.3 53.1
$15,000 to $24,999 447 23.4 54.4 16.3 38.3
$25,000 to $49,999 614 19.2 62.2 12.8 312
$50,000 or more 115 15.6 71.3 10.8 24.0
Parents® Schooling
Public school only 1,356 17.6 51.3 9.7 40.7
Public and private 211 29.9 53.9 15.9 325
Private and only 105 32.1 73.2 25.2 20.0

NOTE: Hispanics may be of any race.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Educational Research and Improvement. Private Elementary

and Secondary Education: Congressional Mandsted Study of School Finance, Vol. 2, 1983.
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Table 6-2.~-Factors associated with current school choice of public and private school parents: 1982

Public school parents

Considered Private
Did not consider other school
Most important factor other schools schools parents
Percent
Finances 7.1 19.5 0
Assignment to a school 34.2 0 0
Transportation-convenience 26.3 15.0 3.6
Values-religion 0.1 2.0 29.8
Academic standards
and courses 13.2 32.6 41.9
Discipline 0.8 4.7 12.2
Teachers 2.8 14.3 7.1
Sample size 1,347 307 234

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Private Elementary and
Secondary Education: Congressional Mandated Study of School Finance, Vol. 2. 1983,
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Type of private school selected

Most important factor in Other
choosing current school Catholic religious Nonsectarian

Perceat
Value/Religion 2.9 42.9 6.9
Academic standards and courses 454 2.0 63.1
Discipline 11.8 14.2 7.8
Teachers 54 9.0 12.4
Sample size 129 67 36
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Table 6-4.--Perceriage of public school parents, “very likely” or “somewhat likely" to switch to private schools
under tuition tax credits of different levels: 1982

If all
If If tuition
$250 $500 costs Would
tax tax were never

Respondent credit credit covered switch”

All public school parents 235 32.0 44.6 55.4
Race-Ethnicity

White 18.8 26.8 39.3 60.7

Black 37.9 47.2 61.0 39.0

Hispanic 44.1 53.0 65.2 348

Other 14.9 29.8 47.8 S22
Family Income

Under $7500 32.0 43.9 54.4 45.6

$7,500 to $14,999 32.8 39.0 51.0 490

$15,000 to $24,999 29.0 37.8 51.7 48.3

$25,000 to $49,999 16.8 25.8 9.8 U

$50,000 or over 10.8 21.5 333 60.7

“Figures in this column are based on 100 percent minus the percentage reported in the third column, “if all tustion
costs were covered.”

NOTE: Hispanics may be of any race.

SOURCE U S. Department of Educauon Office of Educatumal Rescanh .md Impmumt'nt Private Elementary
: : S , 1983,
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CHAPTER 7
PRIVATE SCHOOL DATA: A LOCK TO THE FUTURE

'mequalityofmtimaldataforboﬂxprivatemdpuhucsdmlshas
improved considerably in recent years. A concerted Federal effort has
been made to collect data on, describe, arﬂemla.tnsdmling bot:h
public and private sectors.

Insofar as many of the reports and tabulations on which this report is
based contain additional information not included in this report,
researchers interested in private schools may want to explore available
private school data further. Many of these reports and tabulations are
available through the National Center for BEducation Statistics.
Particxﬂarly good sources of additianl private sdml data from mr.., are

(available in &M&L@_of_m ' 1986 edit.tm, publ:Lshed by NCES
and available fram the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government
Pr:mt.ing Off.ice and also availahle as a sepa:ata p.:b]ication); and the

This Ribliography contains 276 referencss to joural articies, papers.
books, and other NCES tabulations (many of which include private school
data).

Two annual MNCES publications contain some private school data. The

Condition of Education and the Digest of are
available from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Governmeat Printing

Office.

Researchers can also acquire data tapes with private school data. A
particularly fertile source of data is the High School and Beyornd Study’s
"Teacher and Administrator Survey” (1984), which, to date, has not been
analyzed to the extent that the student survey data has been. Other
include base-year student data; student followup data in 1982, 1984, and
1986, and a transcript study of 15,000 students. By marging data sets,
researchers would have extensive possibilities for know.
about private schools. For information on data tapes from the 1985-86
Private School Survey and the High School and Beyord Study, call
1-800-424-1616.

Even after the data sources have been thoroughly mined, significant
gaps in our understanding of private schools will remain. Same
difficulties are inherent in identifying and then estimating the number of
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private schools, s-udents, and teachers. Related to these estimation
problams are a series of ongoing efforts designed to develop a methodology
to best measure change over time. In particular, Wray Smith ard his
associates are conducting research on the methodologies employed in the
collection of private school data; this research contributed greatly to
the detailed discussion presented in Appendix B. Beyond these hasic
issues, data needs exist in the areas of school administrators, school
finance, governance, mission, nonacademic outcames, and the varieties of
values and religious ideologies and how these relate to school life,
programs, and policies. One particular need is to expand private school
studies in order to better understand elementary schools and to allow
analyses of private school subgroups. Of particular import here is to
further disaggregate the private school sector and orientation data.

New developments in federally sponsored national data collections will
help close these gaps. These developments are highlighted here, the first
two of which are new studies launched in 1988.

© Schools and Staffing Survey (SASS). SASS will provide data needed
to examine teacher demand, shortage, and effectiveness as well as
to gather basic school-level data, the SASS sample size for
private schools will permit descriptive estimates to be made of
multiple private school types. One potential possibility is to
break other religious and nonsectarian schools into subgroups .
NCES plans to continue SASS on a periodic basis. For
information contact Mary Rollefson at 202-219-1336.

o Private School Universe Data Collection (PSS). This is a new
initiative intended to (1) build an NCES universe frame of
private schools of sufficient accuracy and aampleteness
to serve as a sanpling frame for NCES surveys of private schools;
and (2) provide annual data on th2 total number of private
schools, teachers, and students. For information, contact
Elizabeth Gerald at 202-219-1581.

© National Hducation longitudinal Study of 1988 (NELS:88). NELS:88
is the third in a series of longitudinal studies sponsored by
NCES. 1Its initial focus is on the eighth grade, with surveys of
students, parents, school administrators, and teachers. The
base-year study includes a nationally representative sample of
1,000 schools, of which 200 will be private. Fcr information,
contact Anne Hafner at 202-219-1767.

O National Assessment of Bducational Progress (NAEP). This is a
Cross-sectional survey of achievement in grades 4, 8, and 12.
Conducted every 2 years, the assessment includes i
proficiency plus other areas (for example, writing, U.S. history,
citizenship). NAEP uses a national representative sample of
all schools. Although previous private school samples have been
too small to yield reliable estimates of national private school
student achievement, beginning in 1990 the private school sample
will be expanded to permit these estimates. For information,
contact Gene Owen at. 202-219-1746.
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APPENDIX A

STANDARD ERRCRS



The accuracy of any data is determmined by the joint effects of
sampling ar i nonsampling errors. Estimates based on a sample will differ
scmewhat fram the figures that would have been obtained if a camplete
census had been taken using the same survey instruments, instructions, and
procedures. The resulting differences are called sampling errors or
sampling variability. In addition, all surveys, both universe and sample,
are subject to design, reporting, and processing errors, and errors due to
nonresponse. To the extent possible, these nonsampling errors are kept to
a minimum by methods built into the survwy procedures. In general,
however, the effects of nonsampling errors are more difficult to assess
than those produced by sampling variability.

The standard error is the primary measure of sampling variability.
The chances are about 68 out of 100 thatan estimate f-am the sample will
differ fram a camplete census by less than the standard error. The
chances are about 90 cut of 100 that the diffe: ™mc= would be less than
1.65 times the standard error; about 95 out of ... _hat the differences
would be less than 1.96 times the standard error; and about 99 cut of 100
that it would be less than 2.5 times as large. Thus, the stardard error
provides a specific range with a stated confidence within which a given
parameter would lie if a camplete census had been conducted. The
coefficient of variation of an estimate is the standard error of an

estimate expressed as a percent of the estimate.

The standard errors provided in 1iis appendix were computed using
statisticai procedures designed to incorporate the design of the conplex

sample survey (for example using procedures such as Taylor series
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linearization (SESUDAAN, Shah 1980), or balanced half sampling techniques
xnown as balanced repeated replicates (WESVAR, Flyer and Mohadjer 1988))
All direct camparisons cited in the text are significant at the 95 percent
confidence level.

In the case of the adjusted estimates described and presented for the
total number of schools and students, the relevant coefficients of
s -iation presented in appendix table I.A are actually based on the
original unadjusted estimates. These statistics ware not recamputed
following the statistical adjustment of these estimates., In addition,
differences in the subsample defined by any particular stwly universe may
result in different estimates of a specific total. For example, while the
full sample from the 1985-86 Private School Study yields an estimate of
404,000 teachers (see table I.A), the estimate of 398,413 teachers in
table I.F is based on a subsample that excludes teachers of

prekindergarten and ungraded classes.
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. 1985-86 Private School Study
A. Coefficients of variation for national private school estimates, 1985-86

Coefficient
Item Estimate of variation

Number of private schools

All schools 25,600 5.1

Catholic schools 9,900 5.5

Secondary schools 2,400 7.2

Schools charging more than $2,500 tuition 4,400 3.9
Number of private schools with grades 10, 11, or 12

All schools 7,800 9.1

Catholic schools 1,800

Schools with 150 to 299 pupils 1,300
Number of pupils in

All private schools 5,982,000 6.1

Other religious schools 1,526,000 9.4

Elementary schools 3,343,000 6.6

Schools charging $1,001 to $1,500 tuition 1,613,000 10.1
Number of 1985 high school graduates in

All private schools 379,000 8.7

Nonsectarian schools 47,000 2.2

Combined schools 56,000 14.8
Percent of schools

Other religious schools 42 6.8

Elementary schools 60 3.5

Schools with less than 50 pupils 16 13.4
Percent of pupils in

Catbolic schools 60 3.7

Secondary schools 22 7.1

Schools with 50-149 pupiis 15 13.2
Percent of graduates applying to college

All private schools 80 5.7

Catholic schools 81 6.8

Schools with 50 to 149 pupils 3! 9.4
Mean pupil per teacher ratio

All private schools 17 4.5

Catholic schools Za 3.2

Secondary schools 17 6.2
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I. 1985-86 Private School Study
A. Coefficients of vanation for national private school estimates, 1985-86--Continued

Coefficient
Item Estimate of variation
Mean enroliment
All schools 234 3.7
Other religious schools 142 5.7
Elementary schools 218 5.2
Number of private school teachers
In all schools 404,000 6.7
In other religious schools 127,000 9.2
In elementary schools 190,000 7.4
In schools with 50-149 pupils 81,000 12.9
In schools in operation 10 years or less 48,000 12.3
In schools charging $1,501 to $2,500 tuition 75,000 9.5
Male teachers 97,000 1.6
Female teachers 307,000 7.0
Hispanic teachers 12,000 47.0
Teachers with an advanced degree 124,000 9.9
Full-time teachers 336,000 6.2
Percent of private school teachers
In Catholic schools 46 5.9
In combined schools 24 7.7
Male teachers 24 4.5
Female teachers 76 1.4
White teachers 92 2.1
Black teachers 4 24.0
Male teachers in elementary schools 10 8.7
Hispanic teachers in schools in operation
25 or more years 2 33.7
Teachers with 8 bachelor’s degree 64 2.4
Teachers with an advanced degree in schools
with 600 or more pupils 45 5.5
Teachers with 5 to 9 years experience in
schools charging $1,001 to $1,500 tuition 27 10.2
Full-time teachers in secondary schools 81 1.5
Part-time teachers in schools in operation
11 to 24 years 20 11.0

SOURCE: U.S. Departmem of Educst:on, Nmow Ceater for Education Statistics. Private Schools and Private
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1. 1985-86 Private School Study
B. Standard errors for average years of coursework required for high school graduation in private schools with

grade 12: 1985-86

Subject area
Number of
School schools with Foreign Soctal
characteristic grade 12 Mathematics Science English languages studies
Standard errors
Total 8,464 0.1 0.1 0.02 0.1 0.1

Onentation

Catholic 1,764 1 1 01 2 A

Other religious 4,399 2 1 .03 .2 A

Nonsectarian 2.301 2 A .02 .1 2
Type/level’

Secondary 2,430 ' A 02 2 1

Combined 4,046 2 1 .04 2 .

Other 1,987 2 00 4 5

"Secondary and combined are regular schools, while other schools are primanly alternative schools. Secondary
schools have no grade lower than 7, while combined schools have at least one grade lower than 7.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Ceater for Education Statistics, Private Schools and Private
School Teachers: Final Report of the 1985-86 Private School Study, 1987, and unpublished tabulations.
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1I. 1985-86 Private School Study and The 1984-85 Public School Survey
A. Standard errors for percentage of public and private school teachers, by sex, race/ethnicity, highest degree,
and years of teaching experience: Public schools 1984-8S and private schools 1985-86

Private schools, 1985-86

Public
Teacher schools Other
characteristic 1984-85 Total Catholic religious Nonsectarian
Total number of teachers (in thousands)
1,989 348 168 103 77
Standard ervors for percentages
Sex
Male 0.6 3.8 4.5 3.7 4.1
Female .6 1.8 4.5 3.7 4.1
Race/ethnicity
White, non-Hispanic .5 2.2 2.4 2.1 8.2
Black, nnn-Hispanic 4 1.4 1.2 1.3 5.9
Other! .3 1.1 1.4 1.1 0.9
Highest degree
Less than bachelor’s A 1.1 0.8 3.2 1.0
Bachelor's 7 4.4 44 5.9 .
More than bachelor’s i 5.0 4.6 6.6 6.0
Years of full-time
teaching experience’
Less than § 5 5.1 2.9 8.0 8.8
5-9 .6 1.7 1.0 38 5.7
10 or more 7 2.9 6.2 9.2

'Includes Hispanic, American Indian or Alaskan Native, and Asian or Pacific Islander
’Includes full-time teaching for less than the entire school year for some private school teachers.

NOTE: Data cover only full-time school staff with teaching as a pnimary assignment. Detail may not add to total
because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S, Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The 1985 Public School Survey
and 1985-86 Private School Study, unpublished tabulations, October 1986.
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II. 1985-86 Private School Study and The 1984-85 Public School Survey
B. Standard errors for distribution of full-time public and private school teachers, by base academic year salary
category: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Public school Private school
teachers, 1984-85 teachers, 1985-86!
Salary category Percent Number® Percent Number
Total 100.0 8,257 100.0 4,704
$oO 0 0 5 25
(-12)
1-9,99 2 10 17.8 821
(.07) 2.6)
10,000 - 14,999 6.1 445 39.4 1,952
(.42) (1.9)
15,000 - 24,999 60.8 4,878 37.3 1,710
(.89) (2.6)
25,000 - 34,999 30.0 2,666 4.6 180
(.80) (.78)
35,000 or more 3.1 258 .3 16
(.32) (.14)

'Includes some private school teachers who reported no salary.
‘Number of teachers in the sample responding in each category.
NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are presented in parentheses.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, "Teacher Compensation: A
Comparison of Public and Private Schoo] Teachers, 1984-86," 1989.
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I1. 1985-86 Private School Study and The 1984-85 Public School Survey
C. Standard errors for average base scademic year salaries of full-time public and private school teachers, by
years of teaching experience: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Public school teachers Private school teachers
Salary in
Years of 1984-85 1985-86 1984-85 Salary
experience salary Number! dollars? salary Number! difference
All teachers $22.,701 8,257 $24,335 $14,400 4,679 $9,935
(116) (446)
5 or less 16,395 1,068 17,575 12,191 1,409 5,384
(138) (356)
6to 10 19,307 1,586 20,697 14,500 1,126 6,197
(129) (640)
11to 15 22,970 1,933 24,624 16,415 830 8,209
(154) (597)
16 to 20 25,839 1,570 27,699 18,069 461 9,630
(191) (571)
21t0 25 26,943 922 28,883 16,546 277 12,337
(274) (708)
26 t0o 30 27,812 495 29,814 16,326 124 13,488
(337) (789)
More than 30 26,912 447 28,850 12,223 250 16,627
(330) (660)
Not answered - 236 - 202

--Not applicable.
‘Number of teachers in the sample respording in each category.
?Using a public school teacher inflation factor of 7.2 percent.

NOTE: Includes only full-time teachers who had salaries. Standard errors of estimates are presented in
parentheses.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center f. Education Statisitcs, "Teacher Compensation: A
Comparison of Public and Private School Teachers, 1984-86." 1989,



II. 1985-86 Private School Study and The 1984-85 Public School Survey
D. Standard errors for population and estimates, and percentages of selected characteristics of teachers ly public
and private school control: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Public (N=8,392) Private (N=35,249) Public/Private

Population Estimated Standard Population Estimated Standard Percentage

Characteristics estimate percentage Error Estimate Percentage Error Difference Z

All Teachers 2,055,839 100.0 - 398,419 100.0 -- - --
Highest Degree

Less than Bachelor's 18,503 0.9 0.1 20,319 5.1 0.5 2 -8.2
Bachelor’s 1,054,645 51.3 0.8 254,988 64.0 1.1 -12.7 9.3
Master's or Higher 982,691 47.8 0.8 123,111 30.9 1.1 16.9 12.4
Academic Msjor

Education 1,476,092 71.8 0.7 212,756 53.4 1.3 18.4 12.5
Noneducation 219975  10.7 0.4 136,259 34.2 1.3 -23.5 -17.3
Both 359,772 17.5 0.5 48,209 12.1 0.6 5.4 6.9
Recent Training

Ccllege Credit Only 347,437 16.9 0.8 80,481 20.2 1.2 3.3 -2.3
Inservice Only 425,559 20.7 0.9 56,974 14.3 1.1 6.4 4.5
Other Only 74,010 3.6 0.3 23,905 6.0 1.0 2.4 -2.3
Combination 407,056 19.8 0.9 53,388 13.4 1.1 6.4 4.5
None Recently 797,666 38.8 0.7 183,671 46.1 1.0 -1.3 -6.0
Race/Ethnicity

Minority 1,778,301 13.3 0.5 367,741 1.7 0.7 5.6 6.5
White 277,538  86.7 0.6 30,678 92.3 0.7 -5.6 -6.1
Gender

Female 1,395,915 67.9 0.7 301,603 75.7 1.2 7.8 -5.6
Male 659,924 32.1 0.7 96,816 243 1.2 7.8 5.6
Age

Younger than 30 years 281,650 13.7 0.5 94,824 238 1.0 -10.1 -9.0
30 - 34 351,548 17.1 0.5 71,715 18.0 0.7 0.9 -1.0
35-139 470,787 229 0.6 78,887 19.8 0.7 3 34
40 - 44 328,934 16.0 0.5 55,380 13.9 0.6 2.1 2.7
45 - 49 236,421 115 0.4 36,655 9.2 0.5 2.3 3.6
50 or older 338,554 189 0.6 60,560 15.2 0.6 3.7 4.4
Full-time Teaching Experience

Less than S years 246,701 120 0.5 123,908 31.1 1.0 -19.1 -17.%

5-9 425,559 20.7 0.6 103,987 26.1 0.9 -5.4 -5.0
10- 14 499,569 243 0.6 74,504 18.7 0.7 5.6 6.1
15-19 402,944 196 0.6 41,037 10.3 0.5 9.3 11.9
20 -24 230,254 112 0.4 22,710 5.7 0.4 5.5 9.7
25 or more 250,812 12.2 0.5 32,272 8.1 0.5 4.1 5.8

-- Not available.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The 1985 Public School Survey and
1985-86 Private School Study, unpublished tabulations, October 1986.
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II. 1985-86 Private School Study and The 1984-85 Public School Survey
E. Standard errors for percentages of selected teacher characteristics by public and private school control and elementary and
secondary school teaching levels: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

Elementary Secondary

Public (N-3975) Privsto (N-3528) Public/Private Public (N-4417) Private (N-1721)  Public/Private

Estimated Suandard Estimated Standard Percentage Estimated Standard Estimated Standard Pencentage
Chanacieristics percentage  ermor  percentage error  difference Z percentage error percenlage ermor  difference Z

Highest Degree

Less than bachelor's 0.4 01 66 06 62 -102 20 03 22 05 02 03
Bachelor’s 546 1.0 7.7 11 170 -11.S 448 10 494 18 46 2.2
Master's or higher 45.0 1.0 21,7 1.1 233 157 532 1.0 484 1.8 48 2.3

Academic Major

Education 75.3 0.9 628 1.3 12.5 79 647 09 3.y 2.2 276 116
Noneducation 8.4 0.6 23.8 1.2 -15.4 -115 152 07 53.1 22 -379 -16.4
Both 16.2 0.7 134 0.7 2.8 28 200 0.7 99 0.9 10.1 6.9

Recent Training

College credit only 16.2 1.1 20,1 1.4 -39 22 184 1.2 206 24 -22 0.8
Inservice only 22.3 1.2 17.1 1.3 5.2 29 179 1.2 8§90 20 9.0 39
Other only 3.7 0.6 5.8 1.1 2.1 -7 37 07 6.3 1.9 26  -1.3
Combination 21.8 1.2 149 1.2 6.9 41 161 1.2 107 1.9 5.4 2.4
None recently 36.2 1.0 42.2 1.1 6.0 40 44.0 1.0 53.5 1.8 -9.5 -4.6
Race/Ethnicity
Minority 15.1 0.7 8.8 1.0 6.3 52 104 0.6 5.7 0.8 4.7 4.7
White 84.9 0.7 91.2 1.0 6.3 -52 8.6 06 943 08 -4.7 -4.7
Gender
Female 78.5 0.9 88.5 0.8 -10.0 -83 475 10 5t3 20 3.8 -1.7
Male 21.5 0.9 1.5 0.8 10.0 83 525 1.0 48.7 2 3.8 1.7
Age
Younger than 30 years 14.1 0.7 257 1.2 -11.6 -83 128 0.6 203 1.4 1.5 49
30 - 34 17.7 0.7 174 0.9 0.3 03 160 0.7 19.2 1.2 -32 23
35 -39 22.0 0.8 19.0 0.9 3.0 25 246 0.8 2.3 14 i3 2.0
40 - 44 15.6 0.7 136 0.7 2.0 20 168 0.7 14.5 1.0 2.3 1.9
45 - 49 11.5 0.6 9.2 0.6 2.3 27 11.S 0.6 9.2 0.9 2.3 2.1
50 or older 19.1 0.7 15.1 0.7 4.0 40 184 0.8 15.4 1.2 3.0 2.1
Full-time Teaching Experience
Less than 5 years 12.5 0.7 31.9 1.1 -194 -149 11.0 0.6 29.4 2.0 -18.4 -8.8
5-9 21.3 0.8 27.8 1.1 5.5 48 195 0.7 229 14 34 22
10- 14 25.0 0.8 18.0 0.8 7.0 62 229 0.8 20.1 1.2 2.8 1.9
15-19 18.7 0.7 9.1 06 96 104 214 08 127 1.1 87 6.4
20-24 10.8 0.6 55 05 5.3 6.8 122 0.6 6.1 0.8 6.1 6.1
25 or more years 11.8 0.6 7.7 0.5 4.1 52 131 0.7 8.9 1.0 4.2 3.4

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Nationa! Center for Education Statistics, The 1985 Public School Sunvey and 1985-86
Private Schoo! Study, unpublished tabulations, October 1986.
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1. 1985-86 Private School Study and The 1984-85 Public School Survey
F. Standard errors for sverage number of hours teachers spent per week on school-related activities within and
outside required school hours: Public schools 1984-85 and private schools 1985-86

School-related Public school Private school
sctivities teachers, 1984-85 teachers, 1985-86
{(In Thousands)
Total number of teachers 1,989 348

Standard errors for sverage hours during most recent week *

Total 0.2 0.3
During required school hours A 2
Classroom teaching 1 4
Outside of required school hours 1 2

“Reported by public and private school teachers. Data cover full-time schuol staff whose primary assignment was
teaching.

NOTE: Detail may not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education. National Center for Education Stausucs "ED-TABS ’l'he 1985 Pubhc

School Survey Early Tabuhhom (November, 1986) and Private Sch
198 Private School Study, 1987.




1. 1985-86 Private School Study and 1984 High School and Beyond, Administrator and Teacher Survey
A. Standard errors percent of secondary school teachers mnking goals for students as very important ("1~
and "2° out of 8), by school characteristics: Public schools 1983-84 and private schools 1985-86

School type”
Goals for Public Private
students
Other Non-
Total Catholic religious sectanan

Literacy skills 64 46 4?2 46 51
(0.7 (1.4 (2.0 2.6) (3.5)

Academic excellence 37 30 30 26 34
0.7 (2.1) (2.1) 3.8) (3.8)

Citzenship 11 4 4 3 4
(0.5) 0.7) (0.6) (2.0 (0.9)

Occupational skills 10 2 2 2 2
(0.6) (0.3) (0.4) (0.5) (0.7)

Good work habits/self discipline 48 30 29 22 40
©.7) (1.9) Q2.1 (2.9) (3.6)

Personal growth 26 37 37 31 4]
{0.7) (1.8) (1.7n (3.6) (4.8)

Human relations skills 17 14 14 10 41
0.7 (1.1) (1.2) (2.0) (3.9)

Moral or religious values 1 4] 41 61 6
(0.5) (3.6) (1.6) (6.5) (1.1)

"For: blic schools the sum of the eight rankings across each data item is 100 percent, but item-specific nonresponse
yields nonadditive results across the eight goals. For private schools imputations used for missing data yield additive
results both across the eight rankings within each data item and across the eight data items for each of the eight
rankings. As & result, since the first and second most important goals are combined, the percents for each of the
private school types add to 200 percent (with rounding error).

NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are presented in parentheses.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study.

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Research, High School and Beyond Administrator and Teacher Survey,
19084,
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111. 1985-86 Private School Study and 1984 High School and Beyond, Administrator and Teacher Survey
B. Standard errors for percentage of public and private secondary school teachers holding selected opinions
of school administration: Public schools 1983-84 and private schools 1985-86

School type’
School-related Public Private
statement
Other Non-
Total Catholic religious sectanan
Principal communicates 67 82 81 82 82
desires to staff (1.3 (1.7 (1.5 3.9 2.9)
Administration knows 61 78 79 80 75
problems faced by staff (1.0 (1.2) 2.3) (3.3) 2.0
Admuinistration is supportive 67 82 81 84 81
and encouraging of staff (1.1 (1.0) (1.6) @.n (2.6)
Teachers and administrators 63 81 80 84 80
agree on discipline policy (1.3) 1.2) 2.n 2.5 (3.3)
Principal lets staff 69 83 83 84 82
know expectations (1.1 1.1 (1.3) (1.5 (2.6)
Principal interested in 65 83 80 84 85
innovation and new ideas (1.1 1.4) 2.0 (1.7) 2.8)
Necessary malerials are 66 84 86 84 82
available to staff (1.2) (1.7 (1.1n (3.3) 4.7
Principal does poor 26 16 17 17 15
job getting resources’ (1.0) (1.2) 1.4) 2.3 (3.0)

"In the case of a negative statement, the percent responding positivelv is (100 - percent in agreement).
NOTE: Standard errors «f estimates are presented in parentheses.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Educatinn Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study.

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Research, High School and Beyond Administrator aad Teacher Survey,
1984,
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III. 1985-86 Private School Study and 1984 High School and Beyond, Administrator and Teacher Survey
C. Standard errors for percentage of public and private secondary school teschers holding selected opinions
of fellow teachers: Public schools 1983-84 and private schools 1985-86

School type”
School-related Public Private
statement
Other Non-
Jotal Catholic religious sectarian

Colleagues share beliefs and 72 82 80 85 81

values re school mission (0.8) (1.0) (1.6) (1.3) 2.5)
Cooperative effort 67 88 85 87 92

among staff 0.9 (1.1 (1.8) (2.0 (1.3)
Staff maintains high 79 - 93 91 93 95

standards of performance ©.7) (1.7 (1.0) 4.0) (1.6)
School seems like big 41 79 78 81 79

family-cordial and close (1.D (1.6) 2.1 3.9) (2.4)
Staff does not have 47 23 24 21 25

muct. school spirit” (1.1 2.2) 2.2) (3.6) (3.4)

“In the case of a negative statement, the percent responding positively is (100 - percent in agreement).
NOTE: Standard errors of estimates are presented in parentheses.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1985-86 Private School Study.

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Research, High School and Beyond Adn. .ustrator and Teacher Survey,
1984.
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Iv. U.S. Bureau of Census, Current Population Survey

A. Standard errors for Bureau of Census estimates of public and private school enroliments, Kindergarten
through grade 12 (K-12): Selected years 1980-85

Private school enrollment as a

Public school Private school percent of total enrollment
Year Total Total Total
(fall) K-12 K-8 9-12 K-12 K-8 9-12 K-12 K-8 9-12
1980 - 130 - - 87 - - 3 --
1981 251 136 162 102 93 52 2 3 3
1983 249 141 164 104 94 51 2 3 4
1985 249 140 165 104 94 52 2 3 4
-- Not available.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, *School Earollment
Social and Economic Characteristics of Students: October 1984 and 1985°, Series P-20, No. 426, (Washington,
DC: 1988).
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IV. U.S. Bureau of Census, Current Population Survey
B. Standard errors, percentage of all students attenJing private schools, by region and metropolitan status
Selected years 1979-85

Standard errors in percent (population size in thousands) for proportion of

Metropolitan status October enrollment, grades 1-12, attending private schools

and region -
1979 1982 1985

U.s. 0.2 (42,981) 0.2 (41,5349 0.2 (40,845)
Region
Northeast 0.5 (9,734) 0.6 (8,779) 0.6 ( 8,229)
North Central 0.4 (11,198) 0.5 (10,743) 0.5 (10,365)
South 0.3 (14,482) 0.3 (13,782) 0.3(14,218)
West 0.4 (1,567) 0.5 ( 8,235) 0.5 ( 8,038)
Metropolitan status
Central city 0.5 (11,106) 0.5 (10,969) 0.5(10,115)
Suburb 0.3 (17,329) 0.4 (16,599) 0.4 (16,885)
Nonmetropolitan 0.3 (14,546) 0.3 (13,966) 0.3 (13,845)
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, "Private School
Earoliment, Tuition, and Enrollment Trends: October 1979, Series P-23, No. 121, 1982, and Bianchi, S., "Private
School Enrollment: Trends and Debates,” Research in Sociology of Education and Socialization 3, 1982,
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IV. U.S. Bureau of Census, Current Population Survey
C. Standard errors for percentage of children in grades 1-12 earolled in private schools, by race and ethnicity,
control of school, and family income: October 1985

Standard ervors in percent (population size in thousands)

All children White
Family Total Total Church- Noa- Total Total Church- Non-
income enrolled private related  sectarian  enrolled private' related sectarian
Total? (40,206) 0.2 0.2 0.1 (32,482) 0.3 0.3 0.1
Less than $7,500 (5,713) 0.4 0.3 0.1 (3,228) 0.6 0.5 0.2
$7,500 to $14,999 6,339) 0.4 0.4 0.1 (4,651) 0.6 0.5 0.2
$15,000 to $24,999 (8,470) 0.5 0.4 0.1 (6,955) 0.5 0.5 0.2
$25,000 to $34,999 (7,410) 0.6 0.6 0.2 (6,619) 0.6 0.6 0.2
$35,000 to $49,999 6,279) 0.7 0.6 0.2 (5,572 0.7 0.7 0.3
$50,000 and over (4,568) 0.9 0.8 0.5 (4,221) 0.9 0.8 0.5
Black Hispanic®

Family Total Total  Church- Non- Total Total Church- Non-
income enrolled private related seclarian  enrolled private' related sectarian
Total? (6,325) 0.4 0.3 0.2 (3,908) 0.6 0.6 0.1

Iess than $7,500 (2,253) 0.4 0.3 0.2 (1,026) 0.9 0.8 0.4
$7,500 to $14,999 (1,441 0.7 0.6 0.2 (1.047) 1.1 1.1 -
$15,000 to $24,999 (1,262) 0.9 0.7 0.4 (889) 1.5 14 0.2
$25,000 to $34,999 (550) 1.8 1.6 0.6 (503) 2.2 2.1 0.7
$35,000 to $49,999 @73) 1.9 1.5 1.0 (218) 3.7 3.7 -
$50,000 and over (150) 4.7 3.8 2.8 (124) 5.8 5.8 -

-- Not available.

'Includes some students for whom control of the private school was not reported.
IIncludes some students for whom income was not reported.
‘Hispanics may be of any race.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, "October 1985 Sup~lement” to Current
Population Survey, unpublished tabulations.
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V. High School and Beyond Study
A. Standard errors of the estimated percent participating in selected programs of the High School and Beyond

survey: 1980
90 percent
confidence
Estimated Standard error of interval
Subgroup percent estimated percent (1.65 x standard error)
All students 10 (or 90) 0.3 9.5 10 10.5 (89.5 t0 90.5)
or whites 30 (or 70) 4 29.3 10 30.7 (69.3 t0 70.7)
50 .5 49.2 10 50.8
Males or 10 (or 90) 4 9.4 to 10.6 (89.4 to 90.6)
females 30 (or 70) .6 29.0 t0 31.0 (69.0 t0 71.0)
50 .6 49.0t0 51.0
Blacks 10 (or 90) i 8.8t011.2(88.8 t091.2)
30 (or 70) 1.1 28.2 t0 31.8 (68.2 t0 71.8)
50 1.2 48.1 t0 51.9
Hispanics 10 (or 90) .8 8.7t011.3(88.71091.3)
30 (or 70) 1.2 28.0 10 32.0 (68.0 10 72.0)
50 1.3 47.8 10 52.2

NOTE: Hispanics may be of any race.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics
1987, 1987.
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V. High School and Beyond Study
B. Standard errors for school climate in public and Catholic high schools: 1984

Componeats of climate Teacher in public schools Teachers in Catholic schools
(perceant)
Principal leadership 0.5 2.0
Staff cooperation 0.5 1.9
Student behavior 0.5 1.8
Teacher control over school
and classroom policy 0.5 1.6
Teacher morale 0.5 1.4

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Institute of Education, Consortium for the Study of Effective
Schools, High School and Beyond Administrator and Teacher Survey, 1984, unpublished tabulations.




V. High School and Beyond Study
C. Standard errors for postsecondary enrollment rates for 1980 high school graduates

All Public school Private school
Type of institution graduates graduates graduates

For percent enrolled in October 1980

Any postsecondary institution 0.8 0.8 2.1
4-year 7 .8 2.3
2-year 6 .6 1.7
Vocational/technical 3 3 1.0

For percent enrolled by February 1984
Any postsecondary program 7 8 1.7
4-year .8 8 2.1
2-year 7 7 2.0
Vocational/technical 4 4 1.4

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, "High School and Beyond
Study,” unpublished tabulations, 1985.
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V. High School and Beyond Study
D. Approximate standard errors for percentages based on principal classifications used in report

High-performarce
Private schools

Estimated Other
percentages U.S. total Public Total Catholic private Public Private
Sophomores
2 = 50 percent 0.46 0.47 1.84 1.82 5.17 4.20 6.91
p = 90 percent or

10 percent 0.28 0.28 1.10 1.09 3.10 2.52 4.15
Seniors
p = 50 percent 0.48 0.48 1.98 1.96 5.73 4.59 7.45
p = 90 percent or

10 percent 0.29 0.29 1.19 1.18 3.44 2.76 4.47




V. High School and Beyond Study
E. Means and standard deviations for sophomore test scores in public and private schools: Spring 1980

High-performance
Major sectors schools
u.s. Other

Test total Public Catholic private Public Private
Means
Reading (19)' 9.1 8.9 10.5 10.5 11.7 14.5
Vocabulary (21) 10.9 10.7 12,9 13.1 14.1 17.6
Mathematics (28) 18.6 18.3 21.5 223 24.9 30.2
Science (20) 10.9 10.8 11.9 12.4 13.2 15.1
Civics (10) 5.8 5.8 6.5 6.4 7.1 7.8
Writing (17) 10.3 10.1 11.9 11.5 12.8 14.7
Standard deviations?
Reading 3.9 38 3.6 39 4.1 2.8
Vocabulary 4.4 4.3 3.9 4.5 4.2 2.6
Mathematics 7.4 7.4 6.6 7.8 7.5 4.8
Science 38 3.8 33 s 35 2.4
Civics 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.9 1.9 1.4
Writing 4.0 4.0 3.5 38 3.4 2.0

‘Numbers in parentheses refer to total number of test items.

*Standard deviations shown are standard deviations of individual test scores. Standard errors for sector mean
achievement may be found by multiplying the standard deviations shown by the following numbers:

U.s. Other

total Public Catholic private Public Private
Sophomores .006 .006 .019 044 054 .055
Seniors .006 .007 .020 .048 .062 .058

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S., and Hoffer, T. MMMS:_’IM@&Q of Communitjes, 1987.
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V. High School and Beyond Study
F. Means and standard deviations for sophomore test scores in public and private schools: Spring 1980

High-performance

Major sectors schools
U.Ss. Other
Test total Public Catholic private Public Private
Means
Reading (20)' 10.9 10.8 11.9 13.0 13.5 16.0
Vocabulary (27) 13.1 12.9 15.1 15.9 18.0 21.6
Mathematics (32) 19.1 18.9 21.1 224 23.9 28.1
Picture Number (15) 11.3 11.3 12.1 11.9 11.6 13.0
Mosaic (89) 45.3 45.2 47.3 51.0 54.2 55.3
Visual (16) 1.7 7.7 7.5 8.6 8.8 9.8
Standard deviations®
Reading 4.2 4.2 3.8 4.2 4.0 2.6
Vocabulary 5.4 5.3 5.1 6.0 5.7 37
Mathematics 6.3 6.3 5.6 6.1 5.7 2.7
Picture number 3.7 3.7 33 15 3.5 2.8
Mosaic 14.6 14.6 12.6 14.7 16.0 14.5
Visual 3.1 i1 3.0 3.2 3.2 33

'Numbers in parentheses refer 1o total number of test items.

See footnote b, table 6-1 for calculating stan +d errors for seclor means.

SOURCE: Coleman, J.S., and Hoffer, T. Public and Prvate High Schools; The Impact of Communities, 1987,
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APPENDiX B

DATA QOLLECTION PROCEDURES




NCES conducted a national survey in 1980-81 similar in scope to
several studies conducted during the 1970s. NCES contracted with two
~:manizations to carry out the data collection for the survey.

i 1
Catholic schools were surveyed on behalf of NCES by the National
Catholic BEducational Association (NCEA) , which mailed a questionnaire to
schools in each diocesan school system. All non-Catholic private schools
identified in an updated NCES list of private schools were sent a
questionnaire by Evaluation Policy Research Associates (EPRA). Schools
with a first grade or higher were intended to be included in the universe.

tion

For the 1980-81 survey, methodology reports were not prepared for
either the Catholic school data ~ollection or the rion-Catholic school data
collection. NCES files do not contain any detailed documentation on
nonresponse, sampling or nonsampling errors, or imputation procedures.
The NCES Early Release (NCES 1981) on the results of the 1980-81 survey
stated that iLpputation for item nonresponse "raised the totals only
slightly (that is, private school enrollments went up 1.3 percent)."

II. THE PRIVATE SCHOOL SURVEY FOR 1983-84

The Private School Survey for school year 1983-84 (PSS 1983 -84) was
conducted for NCES by Westat, Inc. A national sample of private schools
was used to obtain information about enrollment, student body camposition,
number of teachers, qualifications of teachers, services provided, and

academic requirements.

Survey design and data collection
The sample was designed by NCES to represent all private schools in

the United States excluding Alaska. The sample consisted of private
schools drawn from an updated NCES list of private schools (the list
sanple) in addition to a sample of schools missing from the NCES list (the
area sample) from which a subsample was allocated for site visits. All
aspects of data collection and data entry were carried out by Westat, Inc.

School eligibility for the survey was more restricted in thus study
than in same previous surveys. Schools were considered out of scope if
any of the following conditions were present:

o The school was closed or merged with another school.
© The school did not meet the study definition of a school, which was;

Minimm length of school day must be 4 hours:

Minimm length of school termm must be 160 days;

Instruction must be provided to students at or above the first
grade level and exclude schools that serve the postsecondary
population exclusively;

Instruction must be provided at a site other than a private hame;
and

The school must be privately administered.
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o The school on the NCES list could not be contacted after extensive
mail and telephone follow-up.

The list used for the list sample was created by updating the 1980
NCES list of approximately 21,000 private schools. The list was updated
fraom available 1982-83 State directories, with limited effort applied to
eliminating duplicates and checking that schools listed agreed with the
NCES definition of a private school.

The 26,739 schools on the list after updating were then stratified
into 12 strata by religious affiliation and grade level. Each school was
assigned a measure of size equal to the square root of its enrollment as
given by the most recent data available. As estimates of the mumber of
schools with a certain characteristic are best derived fram an equal
probability sample, and estimates of mmber of students are more precise
when probabilities proportiocnate to enrollment are used, the square root
of enrollment was used as a measure of size because it was intermediate
between two goals with conflicting "best"” sampling procequres. For each
of the 12 strata, using probabilities proportionate to the measures of
size, a systematic sample of the allocated sample size was selected. One
school whose probability of selection was greater than 0.75 was selected
with certainty. The sample of schools selected was found to include 14
schools that were mambers of a pilot study conducted by NCES.
Subsequently, adjacent schools in the NCES list for the stratum were used
as replacements in the sample for these 14 schools.

The frame for the area sample consisted of 100 primary sampling units
(PSUs) selected from 2,497 PSUs. Each consisted of a single county or
t city, or a cluster oi geographically contiguous areas, with a
minimm population of 10,000 according to the 1980 Census of Population.
The counties of Alaska were excluded fram the area frame.

The eight PSUs with populations greater than 1,700,000 were included
in the sample with certainty. The noncertainty PSUs were divided in the
sample with certainty. The noncertainty PSUs were divided into 16 strata
by census region (four regions), by whether the noncertainty PSU was a
part of a standard metropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or not, and by
whether the noncertainty PSU private school enrollment exceeded the median
school enrollment for the same region and SMSA status, or not. Fram these
noncertainty PSUs, 92 PSUs were selected. Four PSUs were allocated to
each stratum, and the remaining 28 PSUs were allocated to nearly uniform
fractions among each of the 16 strata. The sample PSU’'s were selected as
a systematic sample with probability proportionate to the square root of
the PSU population.

Extensive efforts in the form of mail and telephone inquiry were made
by westat to find and add any missing schools to the NCES list in each of
the sampled PSUs, and to cbtain questionnaires from the added schools.

Westat also made site visits to a subsample of 25 *-: in an effort to
find any private schools not already identified. Th': & ~sample included
4 of the 8 certainty PSUs and an equal probability sample of 21 of the 92
noncertainty PSUs.
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The initial area sample specification of 100 PSUs was reduced by NCES
to 75, due to a budget restriction. The 8 cerlainty PSUs and the 21
noncertainty PSUs allocated for site visits were kept in the area sample.
The other 46 PSUs were subsampled from the remaining 71 noncertainty PSUs.

T™wo versions of a questionnaire were developed. The long version waes
used for the initial and two followup mailings to the sample drawn fram
the list frame, and the short version, which contained a subset of the
questions fram the long version, was administered over the telephone to
schools fram the list sample who did not respond to the mailings. The
short version was also used in schools in the area sample.

T™e overall response rate for the list frame was 91.3 percent. The
initial mailing resulted in a 46 percent response, and the first followup
mailing achieved a 14 percent respanse. There was a 10 percent increase
in response rate following the second followup mailing, which may, in
part, have been a result of the telephone callback. The telephone
followup alone achieved a 72 percent response rate.

‘The highest response rate was among Catholic schools (97.5 percent)
and the lowest among schools in which affiliation was unknown (70
percent). Nonaffiliated schools had a 92,2 percent response rate, and
schools with a religious affiliation other than Catholic had an 86 percent
response rate.

The overall response rate for the area frame was 81.3 percent.
Thirty-three percent responded to the initial mailing and 47.6 percent to
the telephone followup.

Estimation procedures

Estimates of totals were obtained as weighted sums of the values
reported, where the weights depended upon the probabilities of selection
of the schools and upon the rate of response in certain subclasses of the
sample.

Values for missing data were assigned based upon values available fram
sources external to the survey or from a hot-deck imputation procedure
utilizing the survey data (Westat 1984a). Estimates of the sampling
variance and stanaard error were computed using a jackknife procedure.
The entire sample (excluding any units selected with certainty) was
divided into a number of subsets consisting of two or more independently
selected sampled units from a stratum or a pair of the strata used in the
initial sample selection. Each subset was ther. divided into two
half-samples, in such a way that each half-sample was an independent
sample of the population subgroup of which the subset was a sample. A
number of pseudoreplicate samples were then defined by including all
sample units, except in a single subset only one of the two half-samples
is included, and its weight is doubled in order to represent the excluded
half-sample. To deal with both the list sample and the area sample, the
pairs of half-samples were defined differently. If the statistic whose
variance was being estimated was a short version item both the list sample
and the area sample contributed to the statistic. If the statistic was
based on data provided by the long version questionnaire anly the list
sample contributed to the statistic.
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Estimates dmmmmmmmwemca@uted
for 106 statistics. The SAS file that Westat supplied contained variables
WAl-WA33 (the short version replicate weights for the replicates) and
variables WL1-WL33 (the long version replicate weights). The long version
replicate weights were all zerc for those schools that responded with the
short varsion guestionnaire. The adjusted sample we.ghts used to estimate
totals and ratios were contained in the variables WGHTAL (shoxt version)
and WGHTLONG (long vexrsion).

86 (PSS 1985-66)

The 1985-86 Private School Study was designed by NCES to update
information on private schools and to obtain nationally representative
data on private school teachers. All data collection was performed by
Westat, Inc.

Sampling design and data collection

The sampling frame for the study was the list of schools within the 75
PSUs selected for the 1983-84 survey and therefore did not include private
schools that came into existence after 1983-84. A total of 1,700 private
schools was sampled fram these 75 PSUs, and up to 10 teachers ware sampied
fram each school.

The schools were stratified by their affiliation and type. The three
levels of affiliation were Catholic, other affiliated, and not affiliated,
and the three levels of type were elemmtary, secondary, and combined.
Nine strata of schools were formed by the cross of affiliation and type,
and any school that did not fit into these nine strata was put into the
»other” stratu.. This "other" stratum consisted of special education,
altemative, and vocational schools, in addition to those schools whict
had missing infoomation on stratificatiom.

A weighted measure of size was constructed by multiplying the square
root of the school’s enrollment by the weight of the PSU. The overall
rate for selecting schools within a stratum was jroportional to the
school’s weighted measure of size.

A sanmpling interval for each stratum was detemined by dividing the
measure of size by the product of the stratum sample size and the school’s
weighted measure of size. A school was included in the sample with
certainty if its weighted measure of size was at least three-fourths of
the interval. 'mispmcedmemsrapaatedmtilmmcartainty schools
were identified, resulting in 1,045 schools being selected with certainty.

The stratum measure of size was then recamputed using the remaining
schools. The sampling frame was ordered by PSU and cize of enrollment
within the PSU, and a systematic sample of 485 additional echools were
chosen using the above described interval.

Finally, a systematic sample of 170 schools was sampled from the
nother” stratum, where the within-PSU probability of selecting a school
mssetmlwﬂamlmofﬂmsmtplesimdiﬂdedbyﬂwnmmrof
schools in the stratum.
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The nurber of teachers to be sampled fram each school was allowed to
vary fraom school to school, in order that each teacher have approximately
the same probability of selection. The overall sanmpling fraction was
0.025 (10,000/400,000). The within~-school sampling rate was the product
of the overall sampling rate was the product of the overall sampling rate
and the reciprocal of the probability of selecting the school.

The number of teachers sampled from a school was camputed as the
product of the within-school sampling rate and the number of teachers in
the school. A simple randam sample of teachers was selected from each
school with the restriction that the sample consist of no more than 10
teachers. Overall, 5,980 eligible teachers were samples from the 1,187
schools with an average of slightly more than 5 teachers sampled per
school.

Two questionnaires were prepared by NCES, one for the schools and one
for the teachers. Nonresponse followup included a mailing of
questionnaires, a reminder telephone call to coordinators, and a followup
call to obtain responses over the telephone. Private school organizations
that approved of the study were also asked to assist with the followup.

The response rate to the first mailout was 47 percent for school
questionnaires and 40 percent for teacher questionnaires, but only seven
percent of the schools returned every questionnaire. The overall respanse
rate was 80.7 percent, of which the coordinator reminder calls were the
least successful data collection activity.

The response rate to the school questionnaire was 85 percent with same
variation across school characteristics. For example, the response rate
increased as the size of enrollment increased. Also, Catholic schools
—wesponded at a greater rate than either the other religicusly affiliated
schools or the nonaffiliated schools. On the other hand, response rates
did not vary much across regions .

The overall teacher response rate was 76 percent. The pattemn of
overall teacher response rates by region, size, type and level, ard
affiliation are very similar to those of the response rates for the school
questionnaire. Also, the teachers in the North Central region responded
atahigharmteﬂunﬂmefmnanyoﬂxermgim. However, same of these
classification variables are highly correlated with each other, and this
factor should be considered in viewing the response rates for the schools
and teachers.

Estimation procedures

When item nonresponse occurred on the school questionnaires, five key
items were used as matching variables: program type, grade span,
religious orientation, enrollment size group, and religious denamination.
A hot-deck imputation procedure was implemented using two differvent sort
patterns with the matching variables. when the procedure failed to
determine an appropriate match, another donor was identified or deductive
imputation was used. For questions to which it was not possible to impute
a response directly fram the donor to the recipient, a proportion of the
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donor’s response was used for imputation. The potential problem of
multiple use of donors did not arise since the files were not too smail,
given the nonresponse pattern exhibited.

Itannmmesponseintheteacherquestiwmirewasha@ed in a manner
similar to the school questicnnaire described above. Variables used for
imputation included program type, region, grade span level, religious
orientation, enrollment size group, total full-time teachers receiving
incame-in-kind, tuition group, and the NCES assigned school ID. Again,
the hot~deck procedure was used for a majority of the responses that were
imputed directly from the donor.

The national estimates of private schotls and teachers were derived by
using weights separately for the schools and teachers. First, the base
weight was camputed using the reciprocal of the probability of selecting
the unit. Next, a nonresponse adjustment was made to account for each of
16 classes of schools and their corresponding teachers by forming weighted
counts of respondents and nonrespondents. For the schools, a final ratio

to equal those from the school file.

The ratio estimate was camputed using a sample estimate of the total
number of schools. This estimate was derived by multiplying the QED count
of schools for each PSU by the PSU weight and summing over all 75 PSUs.
The ratio of this estimate to the QED national count of schools was 1.049,
1.336, 0.927, and 1.013 respectively for the following four categories of
schools: Catholic elementary, Catholic not elementary, non~Catholic
elementary and non—Catholic not elementary. The schools were divided into
these categories for application of the ratio adjustment to reduce the
sampling variability.

Sampling variability was estimated using a balanced half-sampling
replication technique, known as balanced repeated replications.
Nonsampling errors, such as errors made in the collection of the data
could not be estimated (Westat 1986a).

V. The 1985 Public School Survey

The 1985 Public School Survey was a mail sample survey conducted in
late winter 1984 and spring 1985, which collected information on a
nationally representative sample of 2,801 public school.. and 10,650
teachers. School information was collected fram the school administrators
of the sample schools and included data on enrollment, staffing, minority
enrollment, advanced placement programs, use of aides and volunteers, use
of camputers, and use of incentive programs for teachers. Teacher
information included data on training, experience, age, race/ethnicity,
teaching salary, working hours, and additional employment.

The school sample was selected from the National Center for Bducation
SL - stics’ Common Core of Data (CCD) universe of public elementary and
secondary schools as follows: 9 strata were defined, based on 3
categories of schonl type (elementary, secondary, and other) and 3
categories of school district size (1 to 5 schools, 5 to 50 schools, and
more than 50 schools). The schools were selected independently within
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each stratum, with probabilities proporticnal to size. A school’s size
measure was defined as the square root of its full-time-equivalent number
of teachers.

The teacher sample was selected according to a sampling
design. The first stage sample consisted of the 2,801 schools. Lists of
teachers were requested fram all sampled schools. Each teacher within a
sampled school was classified into one of three "teaching assignments”
strata prior to the selection of sample teachers. The first of these
strata consisted of general "Elementary” teachers, the second "Mathematics
and Science" teachers, and the third of "Other" teachers. All teachers
aq:loyedatﬂmesdmlswiﬂxfmorfmtaadmmmtheemple.
asmpleoffmrteadmmse]acbedfmeadxofmeoﬂmcoopmtmg
smplesdmlsaccurdjngtoam-stagapmmswmmpmtedstmm
with probability proportional to size and +eachers within strata with
equal probability. A total of 10,650 sample teachers was selected.

The survey mailout began in February 1985 and continued into late
spring. Questicnnaire packets containing questionnaires for the school
administrator and the salected teachers were addressed to the school
administrator. Follow up efforts included additional mailings of
questionnaires and telephone calls to nonrespondent administrators and
teachers. The survey was closed cut in June with a response rate of 84.6
percent for administrators and 80 percent for teachers.

V. Camon Core of Data (CCD)

The Camon Core of Data (CCD) administered by NCES is an annual
universe survey of the State-level education agencies in the 50 States,
the District of Columbia, and the outlying areas. Statistical information
isreportedmstaffandsudmtsatmesdml,localeducatimagmcy
(IEA),andStatalevals;mmaxua:padiumesammportedatme
State level. Data are collected on a school year basis (July 1 through
June 30). Survey instruments are sant to the States by October 15 of the
subsequent school year. States have a period of 2 years in which to
modify the data originally submitted.

Smceﬂxeccnisamuwrsemnvey,ﬂxeinfom\atimpxmentedinthis
report is not subject to sampling error. However, nonsampling error can
occurfmntmnninsources,nmmhxmmdhmmtereporung. Almost
allofﬂmStatessuhnitﬂmsixchsmeymtnmmtsaadxyear,mt

there are many delays in sutmitting data and the submissions are sametimes
incamplete.

With the submission of data for about 85,000 public schools and
approximately 15,800 local school districts compiled by 57 state education
agencies, the opportunity does exist, however, ‘ar misreporting. This may
occur for a variety of reasons. For example, interpretation of NCES
definitions and record-keeping systems vary among the States. NCES
attenpts to minimize these errors by working closely with the Council of
Chief States School Officers (CCSSO) and its Committee on Evaluation and
Information (CEIS).
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State education agencies report data to NCES, for which NCES
reimburses them, from data collected and edited in the regular reporting
cycles. NCES encourages the agencies to incorporate into their own survey
systems the NCES items they do not already collect so that these items
will also be available for the subsequent CCD survey. The result over
timhasbemfmmissingcellsineadxsmte'srespmsewitha

lessening need to impute data.

NCES subjects data from the education agencies to a camprehensive
edit. Where data are detemmined to be inconsistent, missing, or out of
range, NCES contacts the education agencies for verification.

Statesmmxyfonmammtunndtomesuteeducatim
agencies for verification. States are also given an opportunity to revise
their State-level aggregates from the previcus survey cycle.

VI. High School and Beyond (HS&B)

High School and Beyond (HS&B) is a national longitudinal survey of
the1980highscrmlsau.orsandso§nmescaﬂuctedbym. A
probability sample of 1,015 high schools was selected with a target number
of 36 seniors and 36 sophamores in each of the schools. A total of 58,270
students participated in the base-year survey. Substitutions were made

in an 84 percent campletion rate for students. This rate refers to the
ovarall:espmserateofthesumyandnotﬂ\ecmrletimmteofeach
item within the survey.

Sc.aral small groups in the population were oversampled to allow for
special study of certain types of schools or students. Students campleted
questicnnaires and tock a battery of cognitive tests. In addition, a
sample of parents of sophamores and seniors (about 3,600 for each cchort)
was .

NmresponsecanmfzmtheBPemmtsdmlmpmse,als
percent student nonresponse, and the nonresponse rates for given items.
menmrespmsemtebyita!sforﬂmsestwentsrenmingasurveymnges

from a low of 0.3 percent (questioning if the student expects to graduate)
to a high of 21 percent (concerning family income).

As part of the first followup survey, transcripts were requested in
f£all 1982 for an 18,152-member subsample of the sophamore cohort. Of the
15,941 transcripts actually obtained, 1,969 were excluded becauss the
students had dropped out of school before graduation, 793 were excluded
because they were incamplete, and 1,057 transcripts were excluded because
the student graduated before 1982 or the transcript indicated neither a
dropout status nor graduation. As part of the second followup survey in
1984, postsecondary transcripts were sought for the 7,434 1980 high school
smiorsmreprtedattaﬂmganytypaofpostsecmﬂmysdml or college
since leaving high school. One or more transcripts were obtained for 93
percent of the cases.
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