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Purposes of the American Alliance
For Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance

The American Alliance is an educational organization, structured for
the purposes of supporting, encouraging, and providing assistance to
member groups and their personnel throughout the nation as they seek
to initiate, develop, and conduct programs in health, leisure, and
movement-related activities for the enrichment of human life.

Alliance objectives include:

1. Professional growth and development—to support, encourage,
and provide guidance in the development and conduct of programs in
heaith, leisure, and movement-related activities which are based on the
needs, interests, and inherent capacities of the individual in today's
society.

2. Communications—to facilitate public and professional under-
standing and appreciation of the importance and value of health, leisure,
and movement-related activities as they contribute toward human well-
being.

3. Research—to encourage and facilitate research which will enrich
the depth and scope of health, leisure, and movement-related activities:
and to disseminate the findings to the profession and other interested
and concerned publics.

4. Standards and guidelines—to further the continuous development
and evaluation of standards within the profession for personnel and
programs in health, leisure, and movement-related activities.

5. Public affairs—to coordinate and administer a planned program
of professional, public, and governmental relations that will improve
education in areas of health, leisure, and movement-related activities.

6. To condu:ct other activities as shall be approved by the Board of
Governors and the Alliance Assembly, provided that the Alliance shall
not engage in any activity which would be inconsistent with the status
of an educational and charitable organization as defined in Section SO1
(¢) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or any successor provi-
sion thereto, and none of the said purposes shall at any tinie be deemed
or construed to be purpuses other than the public benefit purposes and
objectives consistent with such educational and charitable status.

Bylaws, Article 111
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Foreword

Darlene Kluka
NAGWS President

During the decade of the 1990s, NAGWS will celebrate its hundredth
anniversary. Historically, the National Association for Girls and
Women in Sport has been sculpting paths to the future. Recently, the
NAGWS Board of Directors adopted a strategic plan designed to continue
creating paths into the 2 1st century.

Four key goals have been identitied:

I We shall recruit. develop, and promote women for leadership positions
in sport and physical activity.

2. We shall serve as an advocate for women's full participation in physical
activity and sport leadership.

3. We shall serve as an advocate for the initiation and enhancement
of quality programs of sport and physical activity designed to
accommodate females of all ages, races, creeds, ethnic origin., economic
levels, abilities, and interests; and

4. We shall promulgate the profession.

Specifically, softhall officials can become a part of shaping paths by
¢1) RECRUITING females as officials for men's and women's softball;
(2) ADVOCATING the advancement of women as officials in men's
and women’s softhall; (3) ENHANCING the quality of those who officiate
women’s softhall; and (4) PROMOTING professionalism through
officiating.

The directions of softball officiating are at a crossroads for the
upcoming century. Crossroads are paths to new beginnings, and
opportunities to become more. [dentify yourselt as a pathfinder; advocate
our message, and enhance opportunities for ALL females through softball
officiating wherever you are. Help us to create a future where officiating.
coaching, and administering of girls” and women's sport prograr.s provide
quahty experiences for all

_NAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE . -7




National Association for
Girls & Women in Sport

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport is a nonprofit,
educational organization designed to serve the needs of administrators,
teachers, coaches, leaders, and participants of sport programs for girls
and women. One of six associations of the American Alliance for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance, the National Association
for Girls and Women in Sport NAGWS) is the only national professional
organization devoted exclusively to providing opportunities for girls and
women in sport-related disciplines and careers.

Purpose

The purpose of the National Association for Girls and Women in
Sport is to serve as the primary organization for the professional
development and promotion of girls and women in sport and physical
activity.
Goals

1) NAGWS shall recruit, develop, and promote women for leadership
positions in sport and physical activity.

2) NAGWS shall serve as an advocate for women's full participation
in physical activity and sport leadership.

3) NAGWS shall serve as an advocate for the initation and
enhancement of quality programs of sport and physical activity
designed to accommodate females of all ages, races, creeds, ethnic
origins, economic levels, abilities, and interests.

Functions
The NAGWS promotes desirable sport programs and provides
leadership and professional opportunities through:

1) Formulating and publicizing guiding principles and standards for
the administrator, official, leader, and player.

2) Publishing and interpreting rules governing sports for girls and
women.

3) Providing the means for training, evaluating. and rating officials.

4) Stimulating, evaluating, and disseminating research in the field of
girls’ and women's sports.

$) Cooperating with allied groups interested in girls' and women’s
sports in order to formulate policies and rules that affect the conduct
of women's sports.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT
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6) Providing opportunities for the development of leadership among
girls and women for the conduct of their sport programs.
Beliels
The National Association for Girls and Wonien in Sport believes that:

1) Sport programs should be a part of the total educational experience
of the participant when conducted in educational institutions.

2) Opportunities for instruction and participation in sports appropriate
to her skill level should be included in the experience of every
girl.

3) An understanding of the relationship between competition and
cooperation and the utilization of both within the accepted
framework of our society is one of the desirable outcomes of sport
participation,

4) Physical activity is important in the maintenance of the general
health and fitness of the participant.

5) Participation in sports contributes to the development of self-
confidence and to the establishment of desirable interpersonal
relationships.

Services

1) GWS News: Three times each year, this newsletter relates recent
developments, national news and asseciation events. A seasonal
calendar posts upcoming activites.

2) The National Coaches Council: The Council provides its members
with opportunities for leadership and profe.sional growth. Coaches,
athletic trainers, and officials are given the chance to share ideas,
receive valuable training and meet colleagues through frequent
conferences. Members may participate in research projects and rules
committees which allow them the oppertunity to shape individual
sports.
The Affiliated Boards of Officials: ABO's goals include to improve
the quality of officiating for girls' and women's sports contests,
to increase the number of competent women officials, and to
promote the involvement of women in the governing bodies of
other sport officiating groups. The ABO strives to accomplish these
goals by developing officiating techniques, providing materials for
training and rating officials, promoting the use of ABO-rated
officials, and promoting standards with respect to fees, ratings, and
uniforms.

4) Legislation: NAGWS speaks on Capitol Hill providing strong and
able representation in legislative activities to ensure quality and
equality in programs for women.

3}
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5) Speaker's Bureau: NAGWS maintains a list of qualified members
to refer as speakers when requests come in from across the nation
and around the world.

6) Student Services: A student representative is appointed to the
NAGWS Board of Directors each year to ensure student input,
and a section of GWS News is reserved for students to exchange
ideas, Exciting studentinternships at NAGWS national headquarters
provide valuable learning experiences and an opportunity to make
professional contacts,

7) National AAHPERD Convention: NAGWS regularly hosts four
in-depth, full-day conferences at this annual convention. NAGWS
also sponsors or co-sponsors approzximately 60 convention sessions
on topics ranging from “physiological considerations™ to “anti-
discriminatory laws and administration guidelines™ and “positive
strokes for coaches™.

NAGWS Executive Committee

President Past President

Darlene Kluka Laurie Priest

School of Ed.-Dept. of HEPE Dept. of Physical Ed/Athletics
UAB Station Mount Holyoke College

Univ. of Alabama-Birmingham South Hadley. MA 01075-149¢
Birmingham, AL 35294

President-elect Executive Director
Doris Hardy Peggy Kellers
Riverside-Brookfield High School 1900 Association Dr.
First & Forest Avenues Reston, VA 22091

Riverside, IL 60546

For NAGWS membership information, call or write:

The American Alliance for Health, Physical Education,
Recreation. and Dance

1900 Assor cation Drive

Reston, Vi ginia 22091 -

1703y 470 3400 L
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Standards in Sports for Girls
& Women

Standards in sports activities for girls and women should be based
upon the following:

Sports activities for girls and women should be taught, coached, and
officiated by qualified women whenever possible.

Programs should provide every girl with a wide variety of activities.

The results of competition should be judged in terms of benefits to
the participants rather than by the winning of champnonshlps or the athletic
or commercial advantage to schools or organizations.

Health and Safety Standards for Players

Careful supervision of the health of all players must be provided by:

1. An examination by a qualified physician.

2. Written permission by a qualified physician after serious illness
or injury.

3. Removal of players when they are injured, overfatigued, or show
signs of emotional instability.

4. A healthful, safe, and sanitary environment for sports activity.

5. Limitation of competition to a geographical area which will per-
mit players to return at reasonable hours; provision for safe
transportation.

General Policies

Arrange matches between teams of comparable ability and maturity.

Schedule games and practices so as not to place demands on teams
or players which would jeopardize the educational objectives of the com-
prehensive sports program.

Discourage girls from practicing or playing with more than one team
during  sport season.

Promote social events with all forms of competition.

O  NAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE 11




National Coaches Council

The purpose of the National Coaches Council (NCC), a division of the
'rjlalional Association for Girls and Women in Sport (NAGWS), is three-
old:

I. To provide professional educational development for coaches of
gitls and women in sport.

2. To recruit, develop, and promote women for coaching positions
for girls' and women'’s sport.

3. To serve as an advocate for the enhancement of quality coaching
for girls and women in sport.

The NCC strives to accomplish these goals by conducting clinics and
workshops at the state, regional, and national levels, as well as through
newsletters, speaker bureaus, leadership grants, research, and
publications.

NCC Sport Academies
Badminton Basketball
Bowling Fencing
Field hockey Gymnastics
Soccer Softball
Swimming/diving Synchronized swimming
Team handball Tennis
Track & field Volleyball
Direct any questions lo:
linda Wells Penny Blakeman
NCC Chair NAGWS Program Administrator
Arizona State University OR 19G0 Association Drive
Head Softball Coach Reston, VA 22091
Tempe, AZ 85287-2505 (703) 476-3450

(602) 965-2603

.ot

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT




Committee and
Articles




Application for Membership

Name
Last First Middle
Address
Street or Box Number
City State Zip
Home Phone Business Phone

SOFTBALL EXPERIENCE

syears _  levels

Tournaments (slow, modified, fast)

Assigner Phone

NAGWS-ABO operates on a Board system with elected officers and a
constitution. Are there other umpires in your area who would be interested
in receiving the top-notch training that NAGWS provides? Please send
their numes along with this application to:

Janis Matson, Chair
NAGWS Softball Committee
11 Roads End
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Lop.

i,
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NAGWS-ABO Softball Committee
1990-1

Chuir and Rules Interpreter, Janis Matson, 11 Roads End. Pittshoro,
NC 27312; (919)967-4800

Rutings Chair, Rick Kimmeth, 144 Sheridan Ave.. Erie. PA 16509,
(814) 868-0054

National Championship Chair. Dennis Mader. RD#2. Box 26F (Cross

Creek), Burgettstown, PA 15021-9401; (412) 947-4061

Training Chair, Jim O'Drain, 4535 Tudor St., Philadelphia. PA 19136,
(215) 335-2935

At-Large, William Christy, RD#1, Box 234, Daisytown, PA 15427;
(412) 769-5965

At-Large, Barbara Hornak, 448 Blackstone Dr.. Erie. PA 16508
(K14) 833-2638

At-Large. Shelley Monas, RD #3, Box 612A, Meadeville, PA 16335,
(814) 333-4650

i
R
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Using the Softball Scoresheet

Explanation of Sample Scoresheet

First Inning. Jones was walked (BB). Beckmann hit a grounder to the
shortstop (6). who threw out Jones on a deuble play to the second
baseman (4) who tossed out Beckmann at firsg base (3). (Join Jones'; d
Beckmann's boxes with a line ) Jones and Beckmann @
were out. Beals hit a home run (HR) to the right field fenge (note line
indicating this). Grebner lined out to the right ficlder (9) ,lrun,1
hit. 1/1

Second Inning. Hubbard singled (1B) to left field. McKee (center
fielder (8)) doubled (2B) to left field, batgipg in Hubbard who had stolen
second base (SB). Bain struck out (K) @ . Bremberg was safe at first
base on an error by the firsg buseman (AT E3D). McKee went to third.
Baker (1) grounded out @ to the third baseman who threw to the
first baseman (5-3). McKedSCored on the play (put a | at the base of the
field diagram in McKee's box). Jones fouled to the catcher (£2). 2
runs, 2 hits. 2/2

Third Inning. Beckmann tripled (3B). Beals batted in Beckmann with
a single (1B) to center. Grebner was safe on a fielder's choice when she
grounded to the third baseman who threw the ball to second base for a
force-out on Beals (5-4, FC). Hubbard bunted (Bt) to advance
Grebner to second base, and was thrown gut by the pitcher to first
baseman (1-3). McKee grounded out to the first baseman unas-
sisted (3U). | run, 2 hits, 1’2

e
L
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KEY TO SYMBOLS
PLAYERSE (Numbers are used.)

1-pitcher
2~catcher

J-tirst baseman
4.-second baseman
S—third baseman

HITS  (Line 15 drawn through appropriate initials on night ot
square, and a ling 15 drawn from base to base to ind)s
cate progress.)

HR-home run

6-thortstop

7 -left fislder
B-center freider
9-right fielder

SAC~sacrifice hit

38--triple HP-hit by pitcher
2B8--doubie BB-~walk
18-single

QUTS (Number of each player handiing the ball is in-
cluded, and the number of total outs made in each
inaing i§ indicated by a circle within the box-@l

4 3 ~grounder to second baseman who threw the runner
out at first base
~—= — gtound ball (number of plaver involved placed above)

Y ~ pop-up (numbaer of player 15 placed underneath)

~— ~hine drive (number of piayer 1t placed underneath)
M tly {number of underneath)
~

playar s placed

8 - iy to center tielder
U - unasaisted (number of player indicated)
€ ~ error (number of player indicated)
ESF - error by third baseman on 3 fumble
ESTh — aerror by third baseman on a bad throw
ESD - error by third baseman on 3 dropped throw
A - atyist (number of player indicated)
OT - overthrew (number of player indicated)
WP - wild pitch
P8 - passed ball
K - strike out

Bk - balk
Bt - bunt
SB  stolen bass iplace by base player stole}

OP - double play (a Iine s connected to both boxes of
v}\. players inyolved)
4>

4

8 - tun batted in by the center higider
t2 . touled to catcher

F - tumble
1 - foul ball
FC  telder's chowce

/- end ot innung
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Fundamentals Of Baserunning
by Linda Kalafatis

Linda Kalafatis became the head coach at California University of
Pennsylvania in 1988 and took a team which had never made an NCAA
Division Il appearance to consecutive PSAC-West titles and a second place
finish in the NCAA East Regional. Her record is 63-23. A four-year starting
catcher at CU from 1984 through 1987, she was an all-conference and
all-region selection in 1986. She served as Cal's top assistant softball coach
in 1988. She earned her BS in business marketing from CU in 1988 and
is working towards her master's degree in sociul science and counseling.

Bascrunning is a skill. the importance of which is not recognized
enough. Ask any one of my ball players what wins and loses ball
games and they'll tell you, defense and baserunning. Ball players are
taught to field, throw, pitch, and bat. Then they're expected to run the
bases and as long as the bases are touched in order. there's not much
said. | guess it was my speed (or lack of it) as a player that made
me realize the importance of good baserunning skills. And now as a
coach. 1 incorporate baserunning skills into our practices just as 1 do
the other softball skills.

It's important to note that there are both mental and physical aspects
of baserunning, just as there are in batting, pitching, and the other softball
skills. A player need not have above average speed to be a good
baserunner. However, it is important that she know her own speed. With
the shorter base paths. it is essential to start fast and to think and decide
quickly. Players must examine the arms of the defense and take advantage
of their mistakes. They should not be afraid to be aggressive. Instead.
they should force the defense to make the perfect throw. They should
treat the next base as a new goal These qualities are difficult to teach.
They come only with experience and must be incorporated in practices
with game situation drills.

Running to first base should be considered the most important and
most practiced base of the tour A player cannot reach the other bases
without reaching the first one safely. After a player completes her swing

118
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and makes contact, her eyes should be focused on the line and base—
not the ball. She wants to explode out of the batter's box with her back
leg taking the first step and using smaller steps until she has enough
speed to get into her stride. She wants to run straight up the line until
she comes into the base lane. Once she reaches the 3’ x 30’ base lane
she should position her body inside the box so that she is actually running
in foul territory. This prevents t}.¢ runner from interfering with a play
at first base. If the runner is outside the box (in fair territory) and is
hit with the ball, interference will be declared and the runner will be
ruled out. As basic as this may seem, it is a common call in fast pitch
softball, especially since there is so much bunting. When the ball is
hit, usually within the infield, and the runner is trying to beat the throw
to first, it is of utmost importance to run through the base. What is
meant by running through first base? For example, in a track meet, does
a racer run to the finish line or through it? If the racer ran 1o it, the
tape would still be standing at the end of the race. Another example
is a simple traffic light. If you see a yellow light and decide you want
to beat it. do you accelerate until you reach the light and then let up
on the gas? No! You accelerate through the intersection. It's not hard
to understand that anything that moves must first slow down before
it can safely come to a stop. The same concept is applied at first base.
It the runner stops just after reaching first, that means she had to have
slowed down before or during her approach to first base. Sure, | might
be talking about fractions of time here, but how often is a player thrown
out by a second or more? Most plays are decided by fractions of seconds.
Consider that most players reach first base in 3-4 seconds. That means
they're traveling around 15-20 feet per second. All of a sudden, a fraction
of a second can mean several feet. You can see why running thregh
first base should be at full speed. The player should worry about stoppiss .
after she touches first base. As she touches the front edge of first base,
she should lean forward so that her body is positioned over the lead
foot as opposed to leaping at the base. A whole body is muc* easiv;
to see than a foot. This action will win many close calls.

I tell my players that when they touch first base at full speed and
are down the line in right field and come to a stop, they should turn
and open up toward the field (their left) and jog back to first. This
is not considered an attempt as long as the player does not meke a
motion towards second base. Qur players do this so that they may pick
up the action quickly. If there is a play on the other runner's base,
or an overthrown ball occurs, she may be able to advance. The base
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coach will also assist her at this time. Unfortunately, our major league
ball players are the worst examples of proper baserunning sKkills.

There is one basic principle: The shortest distance between two points
is u staight line. Once that is understood it's not hard to see why |
teach my players to take question mark wurns before reaching the base
they already have made. This puts them in a straight line to the next
base. As an example: A ball is hit up the middle. First is made, so the
batter-baserunner will proceed up the line. As I discussed earlier, when
she reaches the running lane (3" x 30’ box), she will veer out and run
a semi-circle by the time she reaches first base. She will hit the |eft
inside corner of first and find the ball as she takes another step or two.
Before stopping, however, the feet should continue to run in place until
the runner decides to cither advance or return to first base. This is an
important concept because it will be casier for her to regain her
momentum as opposed to being still and having to re-start again. Of
course, the first base coach is also vital in communicating with the runner,
Again. you can see how 1 really pay a lot of attention and stress the
technique in running to first base, the most common base touched.

Second base is the most difficult base to run to because of the absence
of a base coach and a base line. Most of the decision making is up
to the player when running to second base or beyond. The same concept
should be applied to second base as in first base in regards to starting
(with short steps) and rounding (the question mark). The runner wants
to pick up the ball and/or the third base coach about half way to second
base and then the decision should be made whether to advance or just
round. If second base is made (in other words, the play won't be made
atsecond base) then the runner should approach the base with a question
mark starting approximately 25-30 feet before second. Then she should
decide whether to advance to third base right away or round the base
the same way as she did at first base (with feet moving in place). The
saime concept is true for third base, with the obvious advantage of a
base coach. When the runner makes her turn at third base, she should
run or round on the third base foul line. This is a good check for a
coach or runner. You can see if the runner is making her cut too late
which will cause her to take extra or unnecessary steps into foul territory
and may even cause her to run into the third base coach. As the runner
approaches home, the on-deck batter should position herself so that she
is in direct view of the potential scorer. The on-deck batter is permitted
to do this as long as she does not interfere with the play.

o bt
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These are the basics of baserunning without getting into the details
of leading off and sliding which are more focused skills of baserunning.
My staff and | also concentrate heavily on these areas, especially in
sliding where there is little coaching and practice, but many injuries.
I know that our attention to baserunning has paid off, and along with
our hitting, has enabled us to become the 8th leading scoring team in
all of Division Il. We have also set many new school records in base
stealing. runs scored, extra base hits, and total bases. Our individual
and team goals are to improve each year, work hard, and 1 think we
can make a run for it!
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Coach-Umpire
Communication
by Tom Mason, Sr,

Tom Mason, Sr. iv former National ASA Umpire-in-chief: former
International Rules lierpreter: Member of the ASA Hall of Honor; and
Co-founder of the National ASA Umpire School. He has coached adult
military teams, youth teams, and is presently assistant coach and softball
information director of Wilmington College, New Custle, DE.

Suﬂhall coaches are strategists, motivators, organizers, salesmen,
personnel directors, and teachers. 1 feel two more areas of expertise
are essential for a total, well versed softball coach: umpire communication
and playing rule knowledge. These areas must be practiced by the coach
and instilled in the athletes.

A first step--and a MUST-- is to invite an umpire to speak to the
players and the coaching staft” on the playing rules affecting the game
and involving the players. This umpire must be credible, have a thorough
knowledge of the rules: and must also have the ability to communicate
this knowledge to the team. Some suggested items for this talk are:

| Fairitoul balls: 3 foot line; running the basepath:

2. Baserunning and batter interference; deliberate crash into a
ficlder: runner hit by a batted ball:

A Obatruction: dropped 3rd strike: bunting foul after two strikes;

4 Pitching; look back: two runners on same base;

S. Appeal play: reentry: designated player.

The talk should be limited to two hours and overhead transparencies
should be used it possible. By learning more about the ghove topics.,
players will be able to avoid penalties for interference and obstruction
and will know how to execute the defensive play on the “look back.”
the “appeal play.” and "two runners on the same base™ situations. Players
will know their responsibilities during dropped 3rd strikes. bunting foul
' o 1-23
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after two strikes. running the basepath, and 3-foot line violations. Pitchers
will have a better understanding of what is legal and illegal in their
deliveries. This may help them avoid losing a game due to an “illegal
nitch” call.

If carried out properly, ""Player/Coach/Umpire communication” can
be instrumental in a well officiated game. The adage of a coach “staying
on” an umpire throughout the game as a means of keeping him at his
best. is, in my opinion, a very big misconception. Industry has proven
that a relaxed employee, not one under stress or unnecessary pressure.
is more productive and more apt to do a beuer job. This is true for
both players and umpire as well. A relaxed umpire will spend more
time concentrating on being in position and making the correct call.
Good coaches should not want calls to go their way, but instead should
want correct calls.

A kind word. a “good call ump”, a discussion rather than a heated,
loud argument with an umpire will go far toward a well officiated game.
Constant ha-assment, game-long bench jockying, and arguing in an
unsportsmanlike manner only lead to a player or coach ejection or to
an irritated umpire spending more time on an individual than on the
calls he needs to make. Coaches should expend their energies on winning
the game. not on controlling umpires.

Let's not give our players who fail a crutch by siding with them in
blaming the umpire for their failures. We need instead to point out the
possible reasons for the failure and ways they can overcome that failure.

Remember. a coach and team’s road to success can be made easier
and shorter by preparing the team in these areas.
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NJCAA Modifications
to 1991 ASA Rules

National Junior College Athletic Association

Rules and Procedures

I.  Current ASA Rules will be used with the following exceptions:

4. Catchers are required to wear helmets.

b. The pitching distance shall he 43 feet.

¢. The international tie breaking rule will NOT be used for
tournament play.

A maximum of 18 players shall be designated prior to that team'’s

first game of the National Tournament. which includes district play.

3. The tournament shall be conducted as a double elimination fast
pitch tournament.

4. ASA official sofiballs shall be used. All teams will use the official
tournament ball. The Dudley Day/Night ball will be the official
game ball. (SB12-LNDFP)

5. The 1990 ASA pitching rule will be used. It allows women rdtchers
to ha: : one¢ or both feet on the pitching rubber with the non pivot
foot on or behind the rubber.

ts
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NCAA Modifications
to 1991 ASA Rules

National Collegiate Athletic Association

Championship Games Only

I. The complex must be enclosed so that admission can be charged.

2. The field must have a skinned infield. There must be 25 feet
(maximum 30 feet) from home plate to the backstop. The backstop,
sideline fence and outfield fence must completely enclose the playing
field.

3. For all divisions, the distance to the outfield fence may not exceed
235 fect. Whenever possible, outfield fences shall be 190 feet in
left and right fields, and 220 feet in center field or 200 feet all
around as recommended by ASA. A break-away fence is acceplable;
however, break-away fences are not allowed at the Division |
championship finals site.

4. For all division championship finals, the outfield fences shall be
190 feetin left and right fields, and 220 feet in center ficld.

5. A five-inning, 10-run rule will be used in all rounds of all
championships.

Regulur Season and Championship Games

I The pitching distance shall be 43 feet. The pitcher will take a position

with both feet on the ground and in contact with (but not off the

side of) the pitcher's plate as adopted by ASA for females this year.

Shoulders shall be in line with first and third base. with the ball

held in one hand. One step may be taken. which shall be forward.

The line-up becomes official when it is submitted to the umpire.

3 Inaddition to wearing caps, visors, kneepads or lycra tights, players
on the same team alvo may wear headbands as defined by the ASA.
provided the headbands are alike in make and color (must be a
team color). and do not include any visible commercial identification
larger thun one and one-half inches square in size.

4 The pitcher shall not, at any time during the game, be allowed to
use any foreign substance on the ball. the pitching hand or fingers.
nor shall any other player apply a foreign substance to the ball.
Under the supervision and control of the umpire. powdered resin
may be used to dry the hands. Exception: The pitcher's hand, wrist.
forearm or elbow may be taped for imury or injury protection,

1t
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providing the tape is not white. The pitcher shall not wear a
sweatband, bracelet or similar type item on the wrist or forearm
of the pitching arm.

5. Chest protector must be worn by catcher.

Je 0
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NAIA Modifications to
1991 ASA Rules

National Association for Intercollegiate Athletes

The ASA (Amateur Softball Association) rules shall be followed by all
NAIA affiliated programs for the 1991 season, with the following changes
or modifications:

I. (Rule 2, Section 3) The pitching distance will be 43 feet.

2. (Rule 6, Section 1, Item A) (Now identical to ASA rule - two feet
on rubber)

3. (Rule 5.) Add to this section:
RUN AHEAD RULE - |to be used during both season and
championship play), A five (5) inning, ten (10) run rule shall be
used.
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NAGWS
Secondary School Rule Modifications

Rule 3, Section 8 Youth (Secondary School) shoes: no metal, hard
plastic, or polyurethane spikes similar to metal sole and heel plate, or
shoes with detachable cleats are allowed in any division at any level
of youth (Secondary School) play.

Rule 3. Section 9a. Masks, with throat protectors, must be worn by
catchers in fast pitch and are recommended in slow pitch. Youth
(Secondary School) catchers must wear the protective helmet and mask
with attached throat protector.

Rule 3. Section 9b. Body protectors are recommended for catchers
in fast pitch. Youth (Secondary School) catchers must wear body
protectors in fast pitch and it is recommended they wear body protectors
in slow pitch.

Rule 3. Section 9¢. Youth (Secondary School) fast pitch catchers must
wear shin guards. and it is recommended for adult fast pitch.

Rule 3. Section 9d. (Secondary Schools: catcher's mask and throat
pratector are mandatory during warm-up by any player in the catcher’s
position.)

Rule 3. Section 1le. Helmets are permissible for batters. pitchers,
baserunners. and catchers. Other than catchers and pitchers, helmets
may not be warn by any other defensive player. except for medical
purposes. (Secondary School: since the 1988 season, it is required that
batters. baserunners, and on-deck batters wear head protectors with
NOCSAE stamp.)

Rule 4. Section lg. (Secondary Schools: a player who has been rendered
uncomscious during a game shall not be permitted to resume participation
that day without written authorization from a physician.)
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1991 PLAYING RULE CHANGES

RULE 1, SECTION 13(b):
CATCHER'S BOX. The catcher's box is that area within which the catcher must remain
until:
(b) (SP Only) The pitched ball is batted. TOUCHES THE GROUND OR PLATE. or
reaches the catcher’s box. NOTE: The ball still remains live in the 16'* SP game.

RULE [, SECTION 34:

ILLEGAL PITCHER . A player legally in the game, but one who may not pitch as a
result of: (a) a pitcher who has been removed from the pitching position by the umpire as
a result of two charged conferences in one inning, or (b) (SP Only) a pitcher who has been
removed from the pitching position by the umpire as a result of pitching with excessive
speed afler & warning.

PENALTY: If an illegal pitcher returns to the pitching position and has thrown one pitch,
he is ejected from the game.

RULE 1, SECTION 43:
JUNIOR OLYMPIC PLAYER. Any player |8 years and under who has not reachoed the
I9th hirthday prior 10 September 1. NOTE: If one or more J.O. player(s) play on an adult
team. it is considered playing in an adult league and adult rules will be in effect.

RULE 1, SECTION 49:
ON-DECK BATTER. The on-deck batter is the offensive player whose name follows
the nanie of the baiter in the batting order. He shall 1ake a position within the lines of the
on-deck circle nearest his bench. (Refer to Rule 7, Section 13.)

RULE 2, SECTION 3:
SLOW PITCH PITCHING DISTANCE. Slow pitch pitching distance for adult men
and women and Junior Olympic Boys 18 and under has been changed to 50 feet.

RULE 3, SECTION 1(j)):
Changed thitd scntence to read: "Any molded finger-formed grip made by the bat
manufacturer or another manufacturer, if used, must be permanently attached to the bat
or attached 10 the bai with safety tape. and must be approved by the Equipment Standards
Commitiee. NOTE: The '‘Trigger Grip'* was approved in 1991.

RULE 3, SECTION 4a)
(SLOW PITCH 55 & OVER): A second home plate shall be placed adjacent 1o the right
handed batter’s box. (Refer 10 Rule 8. Section 10d.)

RULE 3, SECTION 6(a):
(SLOW PITCH 55 & OVER) A double first base shall be used in this division of play.

RULE 3, SECTION 11(e ):
¢. HELMETS. All adult fast pitch and Junior Qlympic fasi and slow pitch offensive
players (1o include the on-deck batier) must properly wear batting helmets of similar
color with double ear flaps. JO PLAYERS ACTING AS COACHES IN THE
COACHES’ BOX(ES) MUST WEAR A BATTING HELMET. All helmets must be
approved by the National Operating Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment
(NOCSAE).
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RULE 4, SECTION 7:
A STARTING PLAYER SHALL BE OFFICIAL WHEN THE LINE-UP IS IN-
SPECTED AND APPROVED BY THE PLATE UMPIRE AND TEAM MANAGER AT
THE PRE-GAME MEETING. The names may be entered on the official score sheet in
advance of this meeting. However, in case of injury or ifiness, changes can be made at the
pre-gatne nieeting. A substitute may take the place of a player whose name is in his
tam’s batting order.

RULE §, SECTION 9
HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP Only) A limit of over-the-fence home runs will
be used in all men's and co-ed slow pitch divisions. All balls hit over the fence in a game
by a tean in excess of the limitations will be ruled on as shown:
Super Classification - Unlimited.
Muijor Classification - Twelve (12). The batter is ruled out for any in excess of twelve.
Class A Classification - Six (6). The hatier is ruled out for any in excess (Includes
Major Industrial ).
Class B Classification - Three (3). The batter is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes
Major Church, Class A Industrial, Major co-ed. and all masters classifications).
Class € Classification « One (1). The bater is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes
Class - ¢ hurch and Class A co-ed).
£ vy oAy jon — None (0). The batter is ruled out for the first in excess and
c. S = hitting a home run is declared ineligible and remwoved from the
gume
RULE 6, SECTI » i(a&e): (FAST PITCH)
PRELIMINAR 1t 5. Before starting the delivery (puchy. the picher <hall comply with the
following
a (MALE ADULT AND JO BOYS ONLY) He shalt take a position with his prvot foot
on the picher’s plate and his non pivol foot on or behind the putcher’s plate.
(FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRLS ONLY) She shall take a posiion with both feet
in contact with the pitcher’s plate. {ALL) Both feet must be on the ground within the
24-1nch fength of the picher’s plate. The shoulders shall be in line with first and third
bises The hunds shall be separated  The ball can be in the glove or puching hand.
h Mo change
¢ After completing *b* above, he shall hold the ball in both hands for not less than one
(11 second and not more than ten (10) seconds before releasing the hall (MALE
ADULT AND JO BOYS ONLY) If the picher decides to pitch with the non-pivat
foul o the rear and off the pitching plate, the backward step can be taken before,
amultancous. or after the hands are brought together. The pivot foot must remain in
contact with the piching plate at all tmes prior to the forward step (FEMALE
ADULT AND Y GIRLS ONL.Y) Both feet must remain in contict with the pitching plate
at all nnwe . o0 the forward step
RULE 6, SECTW)Y ?c: (FAST PITCH)
(FEMALE ADUY AND JO GIRLS ONLY) The pivat tool may remiain in contact of
mav push ott and drag away from the pitching plate prior to the front toot touching the
ground. as long as the prvat foot remains in contact with the ground

RULE 6. SECTION 3(N: MODIFIED SEC (FAST PITCH) 3()
The pitcher has twenty (20) seconds to release the next pitch afier recenving the ball. OR
AFTER THE UMPIRE INDICATES “'PLAY BALL
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RULE 7, SECTION 13(c):

¢. The on-deck hatter may loosen up with no more than two official softball bats, un ap-
proved warm-up bat, or a combination of the two, not to exceed two. ANY
DETACHABLE PIECE PLACED ON THE BAT MUST BE APPROVED BY THE
FQUIPMENT STANDARDS COMMITTEE FOLLOWING A ONE-YEAR
PERIOD OBSERVED BY MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE.
NOTE: THE " POW'RWRAP" ATTACHMENT HAS BEEN APPROVED BEGIN.
NING WITH THE 1991 SEASON.

RULE 8, SECTION 2(b):
(FP ONLY) When the catcher fails to catch the third strike before the ball touches the
ground when there are fewer than two outs and first base is unoccupied, or any time there
are two outs. This is called the third strike rule. (EXCEPTION 10-UNDER JUNIOR
OLYMPIC: THE BALL IS DEAD AND THE BATTER IS OUT

RULE 8, SECTION 7:
ADD THE FOLLOWING WHICH PREVIOUSLY WAS LISTED UNDER RULE 7,
SECTION 11:
Sec. 7 THE BATTER-RUNNER IS OUT:

. Immwediately when he hits an infield fly. as declared by the umpire, with runners on
first and second or on first, second, and third, with fewer than two outs This is called
the INFIELD FLY RULE

m. |1 an infielder intentionally drops a fair fly ball, including a line drive (FP or SPyor a
bunt tFP ONLY), which can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effort with first;
first and second; first and third; or first, second. and third bases occupied with fewer
than two outs. NOTE- A trapped ball shall not be ¢considered as having been inten:
tonally dropped

EFFECT Sec 7n: The ball 1s dead and eacw oaserunner must return to the Tast base

touched at the time ot the pitch

n. {ta preceding runner whao is not yet out intentionally interferes in the umpere’'s judg-
ment. with a fielder who s attempting to catch a thrown ball or throw a ball in an
atempt to complete a play  Interference shall be declared, and the runner shall alvo be
called out

o (SP ONLY) For excess over-the -fence homeruns as hsted under Rule S, Section 9

RULE 8. SECTION 8(n):

THE BASERUNNER IS OUT:

n When the coach near third base runs in the direction of home plate on or near the
haseline while a ficlder 1s attempting to make a play on a hatted or thrown bali and
thereby draws a throw to home plate THE BASERUNNER NEAREST TO HOME
SHALL BE DECLARED OUT

RULE 8, SECTION 10(d):
d  Burerunners must touch the second home plate located adjacent 1o the right handed
butter s box in order to be safe at home A baserunner may be retired at home plate on
a non force situation without a tag The defensive player only has to bold the hall
while tonching the ongmnal home plate 1f the baserunner touches the original home
plae. he will be out if appealed by the defensive team
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Once a haserunner crosses a line 20 feet from home. he cannot return to third base.
PENALTY: The baserunner will be called out if he retumns.

RULE 9, SECTION 1(bb):
ADD TO SECTION, "'THE BALL IS DEAD AND NOT IN PLAY:"
bb. (10-UNDER JO FAST PITCH ONLY) When a pitched ball is not batted.

RULE 9, SECTION 3:
A NEW SECTION HAS BEEN ADDED TO INCLUDE "DELAYED DEAD BALL"
SITUATIONS.
Sec. 3. DELAYED DEAD BALL: There are six situations when a violation of the rule
occurs, it is recognized by an umpire, and the ball remains live until the conclusion of the
play. These situations are:

nonow

f

An illegal pitch (Rule 6, Sections 1-8)

Catcher's obstruction (Rule 8, Section 2d)

Plate umpire interference (Rule 8, Section 6d)

Obstruction (Rule 8, Section 5b

Detached equipment contacting a thrown or fair basted ball (Rule 8. Section 5N
Runner at third or first base assisted by a coach on a tag up (Rule 8, Section 8m)

NOTE: Once the entire play is completed in each situation, the proper enforcement
should be made. In (f). a double play could be called. One out on the coach assisting the
runner and the second out on the caught ball.

RULE 12, SECTION 2(b)4M)(5)
A putout is credited to the catcher:
{5) {SP ONLY) When the batter hits a third strike foul ball.
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OFFICIAL DIMENSIONS

FOR SOFTBALL DIAMONDS

Prepared by The Amatewr Softball Association
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SOFTBALL
PLAYING
RULES
©

—~/Copyright by the Amateur Softball Association of America REVISED 1980
“"Permission 10 repnnt THE OFFICIAL PLAYING RULES has been granted by THE AMATEUR SOFTBALL
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA™

Wherever “he'* or **him " or their related pronouns may appear in this rule book
either as words or as parts of words, they have been used for literary purposes and are
meant in their generic sense (i.e., to include all humankind, or both male and female
SCXES).

The words “Junior Olvmipic ™ or the initials **J. O. **refer to youth softball.

New rules are highlighted in each section. All plays are Italicized whether per
taining to new or old rules.

® NOT ITALICIZED WITH THIS MARKING MEANS CHANGE IN WORDING FOR
CLARIFICATION ONLY. NO CHANGE IS MADE IN THE RULE.

Read the “'Points of Emphasis” at the end of the tules to help clarit, various selected
rules.

RULE 1. DEFINITIONS

Sec. | ALTERED BAT. A bat is considered ajtered when the physical structure of a legal
softball bat has been changed Replacing the handle of a metal bat with a woden or other
type handle, serting matcrial inside the bat, applyIng excessive lape (more than two layers)
10 the bat grip. or painting a bat at the top or bottom for other than identification purposes are
exumples of altering a bat. Replacing the grip with another legal grip is not considered alter-
ing the bat. A ““flare’ or **cone™" grip attached 1o the bat is considered an altered bat. (See
Rule 7, Sec 1d for penalty )

PlLAY - B hits two-base hit with an aluminum bat containing a wooden handle.
RULING — The ball 15 dead. batter- runner 15 oul, and baserunners may not
advance. The baner-runner is ejected for using an altered bat

Sec. 2. APPEAL PLAY. An appeal play is a play on which an umpire may not make a
dectsion until requested by a manager, coach, or player. The appeal must be made before the
next legal orllegal pitch, or before the defensive team has left the field. The defensive jcam
has “left the field** when the pitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated their normal
fielding posiions and have left fair lerritory on their way to the bench or dugout area.
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RULE 1, SECTION 2

PLAY — With R1 on first, B2 hits a double. R1 gues 1o third but fails 1o touch second.
Umpire observes this, but no appeal is made. B2 goes tu second. Since no ap-
peal wus made. is the procedure the same as {f Rl had touched second?
RULING - Yes.

Sec. 3 BASE ON BALLS. A base on balls permits a batter to guin first hase without
lability to be put out and 1s awarded 10 a batter by the umpire when four pitches are judged to
be balls. (SP ONLY) If the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally, he may do so by
notifying the plate umpire who shall award the hatter first base (Rule B, Sec. 2¢).

Sec. 4. BASE PATH. A base path is an imaginary line 3 feet (0.91 m) on either side of a
direct line between the hases (Also refer to Rule 8, Section 8a).

Sec, 5. BASERUNNER, A haserunner is a player of the team at bat who has finished his
turn. bat, reached first base, and has not yet been put out,

Sec. 6. BATTED BALL. A batted ball is any ball that hits the bat, or is hit by the bat, and
lands either in fair or foul territory. Nontention to hit the ball is necessary.

Sec. 7. BATTER'S BOX. The batter’s box is the area to which the batter is restricted
while 1n position with the intention of helping his team to obtain runs. The lines are con-
sidered as being within the batter's box. Prior to the pitch, he may touch the lines, but no part
of his foot may be outside the lines.

Sec. 8. BATTER-RUNNER. A batter-runner 1s a player who has finished his wen at hat
but has not yet been put out or touched first base.

Sec. 9. BATTING ORDER. The batting order 15 the official listing of oftensive players
in the order 1n which members of that team must come to bat. When the hineup card is subput-
ted, 1t shall also include each player's position.

Sec. 10. BLOUKED BALL. A blocked ball 1s a batted or thrown ball that 1s touched,
stopped, or handled by a person not engaged in the game, or which touches any object that s
not part of the official equipment or ofticial playing area.

EFFECT - It any illegal offensive equipment prevented the detense trom mahking anout, the
ball 18 dead, interference will be ruled, the player being played on shall be declared out, and
each other runner must return 1o the last base touched at the ume ot the dead ball declaration.
It no apparent play 15 ohvious, a blocked ball s ruled. no one 1s called out, and each runncr
must return to the last base touched at the time of the dead ball declaranon. See Rule 8, Sce.
Sg (play 4) for enforcement

PLAY - A blocked ball v called when ta) ot his the coach. thy i sirthes a spectator

RULING - (u} Nou, th) Yes

Sec, 11, BUNT. A bunt is alegatly tapped ball notswung at, but itentionaily met wath tie
bat and tapped stowly within the intield

Sec. 12, CATCH. A catch s a legally caught ball which occurs when the helder catches a
batted. piiched. or thrown hall with his hand(s) or glove 1t the ball s merely held in the
fielder's arm(s or prevented trom dropping to the ground by some part of the fielder’s body.
equipment, of clothing the catch 1s not completed unul the ball s in the grasp ot the fielder’s

B
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RULE 1, secTiON 12

hand(s) or glove. It is not a catch if a fielder, immediately after he contacts the ball, collides
with another player, umpire, or a fence, or falls 1o the ground and drops the ball as a result of
the collision or falling to the ground. In establishing a valid catch, the fielder shall hold the
ball long enough to prove he has complete control of it or that his release uf the ball is volun.
tary and intentional. If a player drops the ball after reaching into his glove to remove it, or
while in the act of throwing it, it is a valid catch,

NOTE- A ball which sirikes anything other than a defensive player while it is in flight is ruled
the same as if it struck the ground.

PLAY (1} ~ A legal catch occurs when a fielder holds the ball (a) in his hand(s), (b} under
his armts). (c)an his cap, (d) in his glave. RULING — (a) Yes, (b} No, () No,
{d) Yes.

PLAY (2) - Bl hits line drive which, after passing F3, strikes the umpire while the bull (s
over fair ground. The ball ricochets and is fielded by F4 while still in Night.
RULING — This s not a catch. Bl would have to be thrown out or tagged out,

PLAY (3) - F3 and F4 both attempt 1o field a fiv ball. Withow tuching the ground, the
bull sinkes Fd on the head and. while still in the air (hasnt touched the
ground), is caught by K3 RULING — This is a legally caught fly ball.

PLAY (4) - Bl hus fiv 1o F8 F8 gets the ball in his hand(s) but drops it (a) when he falls to
the ground and rolls over. or (b) when he collides with a Sielder or a wall, or
(v} when he sturis to throw 1o the infield. RULING ~ In (a) and (b) it 15 now @
catch In (¢ it is a legal catch if ball was held long enough for F8 to regain his
balance but 15 then dropped in a monon associated with an intended throw.

Sec. 13, CATCHER'S BOX. The caicher's box is that area within which the catcher must
remam until
a (FPONLY) The pitch ix released The lines are to be considered within the catcher’s box.
b (SPONLY) The pitched ball 1s batted. touches the ground or plate, or reaches the cat-
cher’s box The lines are to be considered within the catcher's box, and all pants of the
calvher s body and/or equipment must be within the catcher's box until the pitched ball is
hatted or reaches the catcher’'s box  The caicher is considered within the box unless he
touches the ground outside the caicher 's bax

FHREECT  See 13b- An illegal pitch shall be called immediately. and the hatter will be
awarded @ balt. provided he does notl swing at the illegal pitch.

NOT For caicher s box dimensions, see Rule 2. Sec 4d

Sec. 14, CHARGED CONFERENCE. A charged conlerence takes place when-

4 tIxtensive Conference) The defensive team requests a suspension of play for any reason,
ami g representative (not in the field) of the defensive team enters the playing field and
pives the umpire cause 10 believe thae he has delivered a message (by any means) to the
pricher

b Olensive Conlerence) The oflensive team requests a suspension of play to allow the
Manager or ofher tedin representatives (o confer with the batter and/or haserunners Refer
toRule § Se¢ B
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RULE 1, sEcTION 15

Sec. 15. CHOPPED BALL. (SP ONLY) A chopped hit ball is one st which the batter
strikes downward with a chopping motion of the bat so that the ball bounces high into the air.

Sec, 16. COACH. A coach is a member of the team at bat who takes his place within one
of the coaches’ boxes on the field to direct the players of his tcam in running the hases. Two
coaches are allowed. One coach may have in his possession in the coach's box 4 scorebook,
pen or pencil, and an indicator, all of which shall be used for scorekeeping or record keeping
purposes only. No communication equipment is allowed.

Sec. 17, DEAD BALL, The ball is not in play and is not considered in play again until the
pitcher has it in his possession, i within 8 feet (2.44 m) of the pitcher's plate, and play ball
has been declared by the umpire. A dead ball line is considered in play. Refer 1o Rule 1, Sec.
52.

Sec, 18, DEFENSIVE TEAM. The defenstve team s the leamin the field.

Sec. 19. DISLODGED BASE. A dislodged base is a base displaced from its preper posi-
tion.

Sec, 20, DOUBLE PLAY. A double play 15 a play by the defense resulting in 1wo offen-
sive players being legally put out as i result of continuous action.

sec. 21. FAIR BALL.. A fair ball is a batted ball that:
a. Settles or is touched on or over farr territory between home and first base or between
home and third base.
b. Bounds or rolls past firstor third bise on or over fair terrtory
¢. Bounds over any part of the first or third buse bag. regardless of where the ball his after
going over the bag.
d. While on or over tair terriory . fouches the persor, attached equipment, of Jothing ot a
player or an umpire
Touches first, second, or third base
First Fallyor s first touched on or over Lor termtory beyond first., sevond, or third base
While over tair territory. passes out of the playing tield beyond the outfield fence
Huts the foul pole above the fence level

T®R -a

NOTE A twir Ny shall be judged according o the relative position of the ball and the
foul line, including the foul pole. and not as to whether the fielder 1s an farr or
foul territory at the ime he touches the ball 1t does nat matter whether the ball
first touches fair or foul terntory. s long as it does not touch anything foreign
to the natural ground n foul teerwory and complies with all other aspects of a
tanr ball

PLAY (1) - Buaned ball settles on home plate. RULING - Fuir ball

PLAY i2) — Barted ball first huts foul grow.d and. without touching any foreign object,
roslls imter futr terntors beiween first and home or third and home where 1l sel-
tles RULING - Fair ball

PlLAY (3} Barted ball rolls against bat in feir terrdory and {a) remainy i fair terrttory or
th) rolls untouched into foul terntory. RULING — A fair ball in ) and a foul
ball in (b}

O
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RULE 1, SECTION 22

Sec. 22, FAIR TERRITORY. Fair territory is that pant of the playing field within, and
including. the first and third base foul Jines from hoine plate to the bottom of the extreme
playing field fence and perpendicularly upward.

Sec. 2V. FAKE TAG. A form of obstruction by a ficlder who neither has the hall nor is
about 10 receive the ball. and which impedes the progress of a runner either advancing or
returning to a base. The runner does not have to stop or slide. Merely slowing down when a
fake tag is administered would constitute obstruction. NOTE: Under Rule 8, Sec. 5b (3), a
player mity be removed from the game for a fake tag infraction.

Sec. 24, FIELDER. A fielder is any player of the tean in the field.
Sec. 25. FLY BALL. A fly ball is any fair or foul ball =ted into the air.

Sec. 26. FORCE OUT. A force out is an out which may be made only when a baserunner
loses the right to the base he is occupying because the hatter becomes a batter-runner, and
before the bawer-runner or a succeeding baserunner has been put out.

NOTE: It the forced runner, after touching the next base. retreats for any reason
towards the base he had last occupied, the force play is reinstated. and he nay
again be put out if the defense tags the base o which he is forced.

PLAY thy - Rl s on first base. B2 hits sharp grounder to F3 who first touches first base
und then touches R who is still on fiest base. RULING — Only B2 is out. F3's
act eliminated the force. thereby permuting Rl 1o reman on first.

PLAY () - Rl on 18 when B2 wus a shont fIv xall 1o left field. R1 goes approximaely 1§
feet off base waning to see if the ball will be caughi. B2 rounds |B and posses
Ri.and the umpire calls B2 out. The ball droyss in for a base hir. R1 advances
10 2B. and F4, with the ball, tags 2B before RI slides into the base. RULING:
The force out 1s removed when B2 passes RI; therefore. K4 had 1o tag R1. The
runner is sufe shding inio 2B 1f he was not tagged.

Sec. 27, FOUL BALL.. A Toul ball is a batted ball that

4 Settles or is touched on or over foul terntory between home and first base or between
home and third base

b Bounds or rolls past first or third base on or over foul territory.

¢ While on or over fout territory, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of a
player or an umpire, - any object foreign to the natural ground and provided a fair ball
dectaration had not been made prior 1o the ball entering foul territory .

d First falls or s first touched on or over foul territory beyond first or third base,

¢ Touches the batter or the bat a second time while the ball is within the batter’s box.

I Immediately rebounds up from the ground or home plate and hits the bat a second te
while the batter is in the batter's box

NOTF A foul fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the hall and the
foul hne. meluding the foul pete, and not as o whether the fielder s on toul or
tair terestory at the time he touches the ball

PlAY 1h A fur ball 1s called when (a) the bl hits the bag and defleers into Soul ter-
ritory. (hy the ball bounds from the infield over the base and lands in foul ter-
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RULE 1, secTioN 27

ritory, (c) the ball lands within the confines of the infield and rolls foul without
being touched by u fielder. RULING — (a) Correct, (b) Correct, (¢) False.

PLAY (2) — Bat of Bl breaks into pieces as a result of hitting u pitch. The baned ball,
bounding on foul 1ernitory in direction of third base, then hits the burrel of the
bat, causing the ball to roll into fair ternitory in fromt of third base. F5 fields
the ball and throws it 10 F3 who tags first base before Bl reaches it. RULING
— Foul ball, but Bl is not out for hitting ball a second time.

Sec, 28, FOUL TIP, A foul tip is a batted ball which goes directly from the bat, not
higher than the batter's head. to the catcher's hand(s) and is legally caught by the catcher.

NOTE: It is not a foul tip unless caught, and any foul tip that is caught is a strike. In
fast pitch und 16** slow pitch, the hall is in play. In slow pitch the ball is dead.
1t is not a cateh if it is a rebound, unless the ball first touched the catcher's
hand(s) or glove.

PLAY (1) — Bull goes directly from bat and rebounds from protector (a) of F2 after having
touched his glove, (b) of F2 withowt first having touched his glove, (c) of um-
pire after having first wuched glove of F2, (d) of umpire without first having
touched glove of F2. In each case the ball rebounds into glove of F2 and is
held. RULING — In () it is a foul tip and a strike. In (b}, (c}, and (d) it 15 a
Soul, wuh ball becoming dead when it touched F2 in (b) or umpire in (¢) und
{d).

PLAY (2) — (FP ONLY) Wuh R! on second, B2 hus foul tip Mav Rl advance without
retauching second? Also. does 1 make any difference if the caicher drops the
baited ball? RULING — A foul 1 15 the same as any sirike; hence. Rl may ad-
vance without retoucheng. If batted ball is not caughi. it 15 not a foul tip and is
ruled a foul ball. in which case no runner may advance.

Sec. 29. HELMET. a} A heimet worn by the hatter, on-deck batter, or runner shall be the
type which has safety features equal to or greater than those provided by the full plastic cap
with padding on the inside. The liner-type helmet does not meet the rule specifications b) JO
slowpitch calchers must wear an approved batter's helmet with ear flaps, or the catcher’s
helmet and mask

Secc, 30. HOME TEAM. The home team s the team on whose grounds the game s
played If the game 18 played on neuiral ground. the home team shaii be devignated by mutuisl
agreenwent or by a flipot a con.

Sec. M. ILLEGAL BAT. Anaicgal hat s one that does not meet the requirzments of
Rule 3, Sec |

PLAY - B1 hus a double 1o centerfield  Umpire nonces bat has been ampered with,
1 e, busebull bar honed down 10 softbull size RULING — Deud bull. and B1
1 called out Remove ilegul prece of equapment from the game. This s an il-
legal bt

Q .
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RULE 1, sEcTION 32

Sec. 32. ILLEGALLY BATTED BALL, An illegally batted ball occurs when:
a. A batter’s entire foot is completely outside the lines of the batter's box and on the ground
whe he hits a ball fair or foul.

b. Any pan of the batter's foot is touching home plate when he hits the ball fair or foul.

¢. The batter hits the ball with an illegal bat.

PLAY (1) —  Batrer hits a pitched ball while his entire foor is completely out of batter's box,
in contact with the ground, and the ball goes directly into the stands behind
home plate. RULING — Ball is dead. Bater is declared out.

PLAY (2) — Fl delivers ball 10 B1. BI has one foot touching home plate as he swings and
completely misses pitch. RULING — A strike is called. This is not an illegally
baned ball. The ball must be hit (fuir or foul) 1 enforce the illegally baned
hall rule.

Sec. 33. ILLEGALLY CAUGHT BALL. An illegally caught ball occurs wher a fielder
catches & batted or thrown ball with his cap. helmei, mask, protector, pocket, detached glove,
or any part of his uniform that is detached from is proper place.

PLAY - REFERTORULE 1, Sec. 12.

Sec. 34 ILLEGAL PITCHER. A piayer legally in the game, but one who may not pitch
as & result of: (a) a pitcher who has been removed from the pitching position by the umpire as
a result of two charged confererices in one inning, or (h) (SP ONLY) a pitcher who has been
remaved from tle pitching position by the .mpire as a result of pitching with excessive speed
after a warning. PENALTY: If an iliegal pilcher returns to tne pitching position and has
thrown one pitch, he is ejected from the game.

Sec. 35, ILLEGAL PLAYER, A player wha has entered the game without repe.cting.
When brought to the plate umpire's attention by the uffended team afier the first legal or il-
legal pitch. and before the team in violation infurms the umpire. the use of an illegal player is
removal of that player from the game and declared inehgible.

Sec. 36. INELIGIBLE PLAYER. A ‘*iyer who may no longer legally participate in the
game because he has been remaved by the Linpire An ineligihle player may no longer par-
ucpate as a player The use of an ineligibie player wil! constitute a forfeit

Sec. 37. IN FLIGHT. In fligh is the term used for any hatted. thrown, or pitched ball
which has not yet touched the ground or sume abyect ar person other than a fielder

Sec. 38, IN JEOPARDY. /njenpardy is a term indicating that e ball is in play and an of-
fensive player may be put out.

Sec. 39, INFIELD. The infield s that portion of the ficld 1 fair territory which includes
arcas normally covered by infielders

Sec. 40. INFIELD FLY. Aninfield ity t< a farr Ny ball (not including a hine drive or an at-
tempted bunt) which can be caught by an infielder with erdinary effert when first and second
hases or first, second, and third bases are «ccupied before two are out. The pitcher, catcher,
and any cutfielder whe rositions bimself in the infield on the piay shall be considered in-
ficlders for the purpose of this ruls

oA
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RULE 1, sEcTiON 40

NOTE: When it seems apparent that a batted ball will be an infield fly, the umpire
shall immediately declare, "'INFIELD FLY. THE BATTER 1S OUT."" for
the benefit of the runners. If the ball is near a foul line, the umpire shall
declare, "INFIELD FLY. THE BATTER IS OUT IF FAIR. ™

The ball 1» alive, and runners may advance at the risk of the ball being caught
or retouch and advance after the ball is touched, the same as on any fly ball, If
the hit becomes a foul ball, it is treated the same as any foul,

If a declared infield fy is allowed to fall untouched to the ground and bounces
foul betore passing first or third base, it is » foul ball. If a declared infield fly
falls untouched to the ground outside the foul lines and bounces fair before
passtng first or third base, it is an nfield fly.

PLAY (i) — Rl and R2 are on second and first bases respectively with none ot B3 hits o
hich pop foul berween home and first base which F3 loses sight of in the sun.
The infield fIv is declared by the umpire(s). Ball lands on foul ground without
being touched and rolls into fair ternitory halfway between home and first
base. Fl picks up ball and throws to F4 covering first, who touches R2 with
bull while runner R2 1s off base. RULING — Infield fIv. B3 and R2 are both

ol

PLAY (2) — Rl and R2 are om vecond and first baxes respectively with one ot B3 hiry a
high Iy ball which, in the judgement of the umpire, may be handled by the sec:
and baseman with reasonable effort. The infield fiv rule is declared by the um-
pire  The second baseman intetionally drops the fiv ball  Svemng the bull
dropped. RI runs to third base but is thrown ot RULING — B3 iy out on the
infield fiv The ball remans alive Rl ts also out since the infield fly tahes
precedence over the *intentonally dropped fiv ball ™

Sec. 41, INNING. An inning i that portion of @ game within which the teams alternate on
offense and defense. and in which there are three outs for each leam A new inming begins 1im-
mediately after the final out of the previous nning

Sec, 42, INTERFERENCE. Interference 18 the act of an offensive plaver or team
member which impedes or confuses a defensive player attempting to execute a play

Sec. 43. JUNIOR OLYMPIC PLAYER. Any player 18 years and under who has not
reached the 19th birthday prior to September 1. NOTE: If one or more J.O. Player(s) play on
an adult team, it is considered playing in an adult league and adult rules will be in effect.

Sec. 4. LEGAL TOUCH. A legal touch occurs when @ baserunner or batter-runner who
i nottouching a hase is touched by the ball while it v securely held in a fielder’s handts) The
ball v not considered as having been securely held it 1t s juggted or dropped by the fielder
after having touched the runner. unless the runner dehiberately knocks the ball trom the
handts) of the fielder 1t s sufficient tor the runner to be touched with the glove or handis
holding the hall

A
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RULE 1, SEcTION 44

PLAY 11) —  BI hits ground ball 10 first baseman who gathers in the ball. runs over 1o the
first baseline. tags the runner, then juggles. hobbles, and drops the ball.
RULING — llegal tc “ch. Runner 1s safe.

PLAY 12) — The catcher has the ball in his glave when he tags runner with the glove. Ball
davs not come into contact with the runner. RULING — Touching with the
glove ar hand(s) holding the ball is the sume as touching with the ball. The
runneris oul.

PIAY (3) —  While lving on the ground wuh ball in right hand. the first baseman tags first
hase with left hand prior 1 batter-runner reaching first base. RULING —
Bater-runner is out. Legal touch.

Sec. 45, LEGALLY CAUGHT BALL. A legally caught ball ix:curs when a fielder catches
a baited. pitched, or thrown ball, provided it is not caught in the fielder’s cap, helmet, mask,
protector, pocket, detached glove, or any part of his uniform that is detached from its proper
plave on his person. It must be caught and firmly held with a hand or hunds. A player may not
be contacting anything in a dead ball area at the time of the catch.

Sec. 46. LINE DRIVE. A line drive is a fly hall that is hatted sharply and directly into the
plaving tield.

See. 47. OBSTRUCTION. Obstruction is the act of-
4. A defensive-player or team member which hinders or prevents a batter from striking or
huting a pitched ball.
b. A ficlder. (1) not in possession of the hall. (2) not in the act of ficlding a batted hall, or (3)
not shout to receive a thrown ball which impedes the progress ol a baserunner or batter-
runner who is legally running bases

Sec. 48. OFFENSIVE TEAM. The offensive team is the team at bat.

Sec. 49, ON-DECK BATTER. The on-deck batter is the offensive player whose name
follows the name of the batter in the batting order. He shall take a position within the lines of
the on-deck circle nearest his bench. (Refer to Rule 7, Sec. 13.)

Sec. 50. OUTFIELD. The outfield is that portion of the ficld which is outside the dia-
mund formed by the baselines, or the arca not normally covered by an infielder, and within
the toul ines beyond first and third bases and boundaries of the grounds

Sec. 51, OVERSLIDE. An overshide 15 the act of an offensive plaver when, as a runner,
he overshides a base he is attempting to reach It is usually ~aused when his momentum causes
hun to lose contact with the hase. which then causes him to be injeopardy  The batter-runner
may overshide first base without being i jeopardy.

Pl.ayY A riamer avershides firvt base (a) dunng advance from home plate or (b) on
reqiern 1 first base after attempt ta advance o vecond base  In evther casve he is
tagged with ball wivde off bave RULING — 1) Safe. th) Ou

Sec. 52. OVERTHROW, An averthrow oceurs when a thrown hall from a fielder goes
heyond the boundary hines of the playing tield tdead ball ierntory) or becomes a BLOCKED
BALL (Rule 1. See 1)
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RULE 1, SECTION 53

Sec. 53. PASSED BALL. (FP ONLY) A passed ball is a legally delivered ball that should
have been held or controlled by the catcher with ordinary effort,

Sec. 54. PIVOT FOOT. (FP ONLY) The pivot foot is that foot which must remain in
contact with the pitcher's plate. Pushing off with the pivot foot from 4 place vther than the
pitcher’s plate is illegal.

(SP ONLY) The pivot foot is that foot which the pitcher must keep in constant conlact with
the pitcher s plate until the ball is released.

NOTE: (16" Slow Pitch) After a hesitation, the pivot foot may be removed during a
pickoff situation but nust be replaced in contact with the pitcher’s plate before
the pitch is released.

Sec. §5. PLAY BALL. Plav ball is the term used by the plate umipire to indicate that play
shall begin or be resumed when the pitcher has the ball in his possession and 1s within 8 feet
(2.44 m) of the pitcher's plate. All defensive players except the catcher, whuo must be in his
box, must be anywhere on fair ground to put the ball into play.

NOTE: (FPONLY) Sce Rule 6, Sec. 7 for penalty.

Sec. 56. QUICK RETURN PITCH. A quick return pitch is one made by the pitcher with
the abvious attempt to catch the batter off balance. This would be before the batter takes his
desired position in the batter's bax or while he 1s sull off balance as s result of the previous
pitch.

Sec. 57, RUNNER. The term runner means “bhatter runner ™ or **haserunner ™

Sec. 58, SACRIFICE FLY. A sacrifice fly s scored when, with fewer than twaoouts, a)
the batter scores a runner with a fly ball or line drive that 1s caught; or b) the batter wores a
runner witha fly ball or hne drive that s dropped by an outfielder (or an inficlder running in-
to the outfield). and. in the scorer's judgement, the runner could have scored afier the catch
had the Ny ball or line drive been caught

See, §9. STARTING PITCHER. The player listed as a pucher on the hneup card or ol
fivial scorebook .

Sec. 6. STEALING. (FP ONLY) Stealing s the act of 4 baserunner aliempling to al
vance dunng a pitch to the batter

Sec, 65, STRIKE ZONE. (FP ONLY) The strike zone s that space over any part of home
plate hetween the batter s arm pits and the op of his knees Ahen he assumies 4 natural batting
stance

{SP ONLY) The strike zone 1s that space aver any part ol home plate between the batier’s
back shoulder and his knees when he assumes a natural batong stance

Sec, 62, TIME. Time s the termused by the umpire 1o order the suspension ol play

Sec. 63, TRIPLE PLAY. A niple play v g continuous action play by the detense on
which three offensive players are put out

Sec. 64, TURN AT BAT. A turn at but begins when g player First enters the batter’s boy
and continues until he 1s put out or becomes a battet-runner.

O
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RULE 1, sEcTiON 65

Sec. 65. WILD PITCH. (FP ONLY) A wild pitch is a legally delivered ball so high, 30
Jow. or so wide of the plate that the catcher cannat catch or stop and control it with ordinary

effort.

RULE 2. THE PLAYING FIELD

(Reter to Drawing Showing Officlal Dimensiona of Softball Dlamond)

Sec. 1. THE PLAYING FIELD IS THE AREA WITHIN WHICH THE BALL MAY
BE LEGALLY PLAYED AND FIELDED. The playing field shall have a clear and
unobstructed area between the foul Jiies and within the radius of the prescribed fence
distances from home plate.

{Refer 1o FENCE DISTANCE Chart).

n-19
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RULE 2, SECTION 1

ADULT DIVISIONS DISTANCES
Minimum Maximum

Fast Pitch

WOMEN .ottt ittt 200 ft. (60.96 m)

MEM . et e 225 . (68.58 m) 250 fi. (76.20 m)*

Junior Men. . ..o e 225 fi. (68.58 m) 250 ft. (76.20 m)
*[n case of inclement weather, maximum fence distance may be waived.
Maodified

11 1 TN 200 ft. (60.96 m)

MO e e 265 fi. (R80.80 m)
Slow Pitch

Women ................ e 250 ft. (76.20 m)

Men. .. ... ... .. 0215 (8382 m)

CoBd ....... e 275 fi. (83.82 m)

Super .. . e 300 ft. (91.44 m)

*Bepinning in 1991, Men's Majnr and Super Divisian fence distance shall be 300 feet in na-
tional championship tournament play only .

16" Slow Pitch
Women .. . . o ... 200 ft. (60 96 m)
Men. . . . . . . R . 250 fi (76.20 m)

YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES

Minimum Maximum

Fast Pitch
Girls 10-Under . . . C 180 ft (45 72 1) 175 ft (53.34 m
Bays 10-Under S0 ft (4572 m) 175 fi (5334 m)
Girls 12-Under 7S ft (533 m) 200 fi (60.96 m)
Boys 12-Under . 175 ft (53 M m) 200 ft (60 96 n)
Girls 14-Under . 175 ft (53 3 m) 200 ft (60 96 m)
Boys 14-Under 178 R (S3 3 m) 200 fi (60 96 M)
Girls 16-Under 200 ft (6096 M) 225 ft (68 58 m)
Baoys 16-Under 200 ft (6096 m) 225 ft. (68 58 m)
Girls 18-Under J200 ft (60 96 m) 225 ft. (68 S8 m)
Boys 18-Under 200 ft (60 96 n) 225 ft (68 58 m)

Siaw Puch
Girls 10-Under 1SOft (4S72em 175 fr (53 34 )
Boys 10-Under 150t (4572 m) 175t (5334 m)
Girls 12-Under 175 ft (S3 34 m) 200 ft (60 9% m)
Boys 12-Under 178 ft (3 W m) 200 fi (60 9% m)
Girls 14-Under 5 ft (68 SEm) 250 fi (76 20 m)
Boys 14-Under 250 ft (7620m) 275t (B3I B2 m)
Girls 16-Under 225 ft (6H SEm) 280 fi (76 20 m)
Boys 16-Under ' 275 ft (R3IB2m) 300 ft (9144 m)
Girls 18-Under 225 ft (68 S8 m) 250 ft (76 20 m)
Boys 18 Under ”3 o 275 b (RAB2m)y 300t (91 44 )

% h
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RULE 2, SECTION 2

Sec. 2. GROUND OR SPECIAL RULES ESTABLISHING THE LIMITS OF THE
PLAYING FIELD MAY BE AGREED UPON BY LEAGUES OR OPPOSING TEAMS
WHENEVER BACKSTOPS, FENCES, STANDS, VEHICLES, SPECT ATORS, OR
OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS ARE WITHIN THE PRESCRIBED AREA. Any obstruction
on tair ground less than the prescribed fence distances from home plate (as outlined in Sec. |
of this rule) should be clearly marked for the umpire's information.

Sec. 3. THE OFFICIAL DIAMOND SHALL HAVE BASE LINES AS FOLLOWS:

ADULT DIVISIONS DISTANCES  YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES
Fast Pitch Fast Pitch

Women. . . ... .. 60ft. (18.29 m) Girls 10-Under. .. ... ... 55f1. (16.76 m)

Men L. 60f1. (18.29 m) Boys 10-Under .. ... .. S55f.(16.76 m)

JuniorMen . .. .60f1.(18.29 m) Girls 12-Under .. .. ... .. 60R.(18.29m)

Boys 12-Under . .. ... . .. S0f. (18.29m)

Maoditied Girls 14-Under . .. ... ... 60ft. (18.29m)

Women . 60 (18 29 m) Boys 14-Under ... ... 60 ft. (18.29m)

Men . .. .60 (18.29m) Girls 16-Under ...... .60 (18.29m)

B s 16-Under ... ~..60f1.(18.29m)

Slow Pich Girts 18-Under ... ... 60f.(18.29m)

Women 65t (19 81 m) Boys 18-Under.... . .60f1. (18.29m)
Men 651t (19.81 m) Slow Puch

g“j":‘r’ T 8| MGl 10-Under .. SR (16.76m)

T Boys 10-Under . . .. .55f.(16.76m)

- R Girls 12-Under .. 60Mf.(18.29m)

'O o Pilch o Boys 12-Under. .. 601, (18.29m)

vn S5 (16 76 m) .

Men $sfi (1676 my  Grisld-Under 650 (19.81 m)

Boys 14-Under . 651t (19.81m)

Girls 16-Under 65ft. (19.81 m)

Boys 16-Under 65 ft. (19.81 m)

Girls 18-Under .65t (19.81 m)

Boys 18 Under 65 ft. (19.81 m)

"1
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RULE 2, SECTION 3
THE OFFICIAL DIAMOND SHALL HAVE PITCHING DISTANCES AS FOLLOWS:

ADULT DIVISIONS DISTANCES YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES
Fast Pitch Fast Pitch
WOMEN. .. oveeiennns 40 ft. (12.19m) Girls 10-Under. . ..... .. 35ft. (10.67 m)
Men ... 46 fi. (14.02 m) Boys 10-Under . ........ 35 f1. (10.67 m)
JuniorMen. ...t 46 ft. (14.02 m) Girls 12-Under......... 35 ft. (10.67 m)
Modified Boys 12-Under . ........ 40 R.(12.19m)
WOMR . . cve e e s 40 f1. (12.19m) Girls 14-Under .. ..... .. 401t (12.19m)
Men ... e 46 fi. (14.02 m) Boys 14-Under . ........ 46 ft. (14.02 m)
Slow Pitch Girls 16-Under . ... ... .. 40ft. (12.19 m)
Women............... 50fi. (15.24m) Boys |6-Under ......... 46 . (14.02 m)
Men ... 50 fi. (13.24 m) Girls 18-Under. .. ... .. 4011 (12.19m)
Coed........ovvnee SOf.(15.24m)  Bays I8-Under.. ......46ft. (14.02m)
Super ... SOf.(15.24m)  Slow Pitch
16" Slow Pitch Girls 10-Under. .. ... 35 1. (10.67m)
women.......... ... 38 fL(L.S8m) goyq0-Under....... .. 35 fi (10.67 m)
Men ... . oo MBRALSBEM) Girlg 12-Under ... anfi. (12.19m)
Boys 12-Under . .. .. ...40ft. (12.19m)
Girls 14-Under .. ... ... 46ft. (14.02 m)
Boys 14-Under ... .. .46 i (14.02 m)
Girls 16-Under .. _.... 4611, (14.02m)
Boys 16-Under .. ... Jdofi. (14.02 m)
Girls 18-Under .. ......461t (14.02m)
Boys18-Under......... SO f. (1524 m)

NOTE: If the base distances or the pstching distance s found to be at the wrong dunensions
during the ¢ yurse of the game, correct the error and continue play ing the gane.

Sec. 4. FOR THE LAYOUT OF THE DIAMOND, REFER TO DRAWING SHOWING
OFFICIAL DIMENSIONS OF SOFTBALL DIAMOND. THIS SECTION SERVES AS AN
EXAMPLE FOR LAYING OUT A DIAMOND WTTH 60-FOOT BASES AND A 46-FOOT
PITCHING DISTANCE. To detennine the position of home plate, draw a line 1n the direction
desired to lay the duamond. Dnive a stake af the comer of home plate nearest the catcher Fastena
cord 1o this stake ar e knuts, or otherwise mark the cord, at 46 feet ¢ 14.02 m), 60 feet (18.29 my,
84 feet 10% inche. i.5.86 m), and at 120 feet (36 58 m).

Place the cord (without stretching) along the direction line and place a stake at the 46-fot (14 (02
m) marker — this will be the front line a the middle of the picher's plate Along the same fine,
drive a stake at the B4-foot 10% 1nch (25 68 m) marker. This will be the center of second base. For
the 6S-foot buse distance, this ine will be 91 feet 11 inches (28.07m).

Place the 120-foot (36 S8 m) marker at the center of second base. and aking hold of the cord al
the 60-fout (18 29 m) marker, walk to the night of the direction line until the cord Is tsut and drive @
stke at the 60-foot (18 29 m) marker This will be the outside comer of first base, and the vord
will now form the ines to first and second bases. Again, holding the cord at the 60-foat ( 18.29m)
marker. walk across the fiekl and, i like manner, mark the outside comer of third base Home
plate. first base, and third base are wholly inskie the diamond.

Q .
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RULE 2, SECTION 4
To check the diamond, place the home plate end of the cord at the first base stake and the

120-foot (36.58 m) marker at third base. The 60-foot (18.29 m) marker should now check at
home plate and second base.

In laying out a 65-foot base path diamond, follow the same procedure with the followin’

substitute dimensions: 65-foot (19.81 m), 130-foot (39.62 m), and 91-feet || inches (28.0

m).
Check all distances with a stecl tape whenever possible.

a.
b.

THE 3-FOOT (0.91 m) LINE is drawn paralle! to and 3 feet (0.91 m) from the baseline,
starting at a point halfway between home plate and first base.

THE BATTER'S ON-DECK CIRCLE Is a 5-foot (1.52 m) circle (2'4-foot {0.76 m}
radius) placed adjacent to the end of Rllﬁers‘ bench or dugout area closest to home plate.
THE BATTER'S BOX, one on cach side of home plate, shall measure 3 feet (0.91 m) by
7 feet (2.13 m). The inside lines of the batter's box shall be 6 inches (15.24 ¢m) fron
home plate. The front fine of the box shall be 4 feet (1.22 m) in front of a line drawn
;:)mug the center of home plate. The lines are considered as being within the batter’s

x

THE CATCHER'S BOX shall be 10 feet (3.05 m) in length from the rear outside cor-
ners of the baiters’ boxes and shall be 8 feet § inches (2.57 m) wide.

EACH COACH'S BOX IS BEHIND A LINE 15 FEET (4.57 m) LONG DRAWN
OUTSIDE THE DIAMOND. The line is parallel to and 8 feet (2.44 m) from the first
and third baselines. extended from the bases toward home plate.

THE PITCHER'S PLATE shall be parmanently attached to the ground at distances in-
dicated in Rule 2, Sec. 3. (FP ONLY) There shall be a 16-foot (4.88 m) circle, 8 feet
(2.44 m) in radius. drawn from the pitcher's plate. The lines drawn around the pitcher's
plate are considered inside the circle.

RULE 3. EQU'PMENT

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Sec. I, THE OFFICIAL BAT,

Shail be made of one piece of hardwood, or formed from a block of wood consisting of
two or more pieces of wood bonded together with an adhesive in such a way that the grain
direction of all pieces is essentially paralle! o the length of the bat.

- Shall be metal. plastic, graphite, carbon, magnesium., fiberglass. ceramic, or any other

compuosite material approved by the ASA. Any new composite construction bal must be
reviewed and approved by the ASA.

Mayhbc laminated. but must contain only wood or adhesive and have a clear finish (if
tinished).

Shall be round or three-sided and shall be smooth 16 the barrel end has knurled finish. the
maximum surface roughness is no more than 250 if measured by a profilometer or 4/1000
1f measured by a spectrograph

Shall not be more than 34 inches (87.0 cm) long nor exceed 38 vunces (1100.0 g) in
weight

1f round, shall not be more than 2% inches (6 0.cm) in diameter at its largest part: and if
three-sided. shall not exceed 2% inches (6 0 ¢m) on the hitting surface A tolerance of
1732 inch (.80 mm) 1s permtied to allow for expansion on the round bat.

If metal. may be angular

Shall not have expused rivets, pina. rough or sharp edges, or any form of exterior
fastener that would present a hazard. A metal bat shall be free of burrs.

)
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RULE 3, SECTION 1

i. If metal, shall not have a wooden handle.

j- Shall have a safety grip of cork, tape (not smooth, plastic-type), or composition material.
The safety grip shall not be less than 10 inches (25.0 cm) long and shall not extend more
than 15 inches (40.0 ¢cm) from the small end of the bat. Any molded finger-formed grip

*made by the bat manufacturer, if used, must be permanently attached to the bat or attach-
ed to the bat with safety tape, and must be approved by the Equipment Standards Commit-
tee. NOTE: The *'Trigger-Grip'* was approved in 1991, Resin, pine tar, or spray
substances placed on the safety grip to enhance the grip are permissible on the grip only.
NOTE: Tape applied to any bat must be continuously spiral. It does not have to be 4 solid
layer of tape. It may not exceed two layers.

k. If metal, and not made of one-piece construction with the burrel end closed. shall have a
rubber ur vinyl plastic inset firmly secured at the large end of the bat.

1. Shall have a safety knob of a minimum of % inch pratruding at a 90-degree ungle from
the handle. It may be molded, luthed. welded, or permanently fastened. A “flare’’ or
“‘cone" grip attached to the bat will be considered an altered bat.

m. Shall be marked OFFICIAL SOFTBALL by the manufacturer. If the words OFFICIAL
SOFTBALL cannot be read due to wear and tear on the bat, the bat should be declared
legal if it is legal in all other aspects.

NOTE: Softball bats used in ASA championship tournament play must be approved by the

Equipment Standards Commuittee. Bats with special design features to enhiance hit distance

will not be allowed. Manufacturers must submit all new designed bats to the ASA Equipment

Standards Committee for approval prior to sales

Sec. 2. WARM-UP BATS. No more than two official softball bats, one ASA approved
warmi-up hat. or acombination of the two ~ not to exceed two ~ may be used by the on-deck
batter in the on-deck circle. The WARM-UP BAT should meet the following requirements to
be approved: u) stamped with %-inch letters W8 on either end of the but or marked in 1-inch
letiers the words Warmi-Up 8uar Onlv onthe barrel end of the bat; b) a mimimum weight of 48
ounces (1360 0 g); ¢) u nuinimum barrel diameter of 2% inches (6 0 cm). d) have a safety grip
of at least 10 1nches (25.0cm) and no more than 15 inches (40.0 cm) eatended from the knob:
and’or ) be of one-prece construction ar a one-piece permanently assembled bat approved by
the Equipment Standards Commttee

Sec. 3. THE OFFICIAL SOFTBALL.

4. Shall be a regular, smooth-seamed, flat-surfaced ball with concealed stitches

b. Shall have a center core made of either No. 1 quality long fibre kapak, a mixture of cork
and rubber, @ polyurethune mixture. or other matenals approved by the ASA.

¢ May be hund or machine -wound with a fine quality twisted yurn and covered with latex or
rubber cement

d. Shall have a cover cemented 1o the ball by applicanon of cement 1o the underside of the
cover and sewn with wiaxed thread of cotton ar Tinen 11 the cover is molded. it may be )
bonded to the core or b) be of the sume composition as the core Either molded type must
have an authentic fucsimite of stitching as approved by the ASA

e. Shall have a cover of chrome tanned. top gramn horsehide or cowhide, synthetic maierial,
or ather matenals approved by the ASA

f  The 124nch (30 O cn) ball shall be between 11 7 8 inches 13 0 cm) and 12-5:8 inches
(31 0 ¢m) an arcumterence and shall weigh between 6% ounces (180 0 grand 7 ounces

Q ot
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RULE 3, SECTION 3

(200 0 g). The smooth-seamed style shall not have fewer than B8 stitches in each cover,
sewn by the twe-needie methwd, or with an authentic facsimile of stitching as approved by
the ASA.

. The 11-inch ¢27.0 cmy) ball shall be between 10-7/8 inches (27.0 cnv) and 11-1/8 inches

(28 0 em) in circumference and shall weigh hetween 5-7/8 ounces (165.0 g) and 6-1/8
ounces (175.0 g). The smooth-seamed style shall not have fewer than 80 stitches in each
KLover, sewn by the two-needle miethod, or with un authentic facsimile of stitching as ap~
proved by the ASA.

- The white-stitch 12-inch ball shall he used in the following ASA play: men's and

women's fast pitch. boys and girls Junior Olympic 12-, 14-, 16-, and I8-under fast pitch;
and hoys 14-, 16-, and 18-under slow pitch. It must have a COR of .50 or under and be 8o
marked

The white-stitch F-inch ball shall be used in the following ASA play: boys and girls
Juntor Olympic 10-under fast pitch. It must have a COR of .50 and under and show the
ASA logo

The red-sutch tandsor red indelible siamping as approved by the ASA) 12-inch ball witha
COR of 47 and under shall be used tn the fullowing ASA Play: Adult men’s slaw pitch
and ¢o ed slow pitch (male batters only) 1t must be marked MSP-47 and show the ASA
logo

The red stiuch tandsor red indehible stamping as approved by the ASA) | 1-inch ball with a
COR ot 47 and under shall be used in the following ASA Play: Wonien's slow pitch. co-
cd stow piich twomen batters only), boys Jumior Olympic 10-under and 12-under slow
mitch and all girls Juniar Olympic slow pitch. 1 must be marked GWSP47 and show the
ASNA logo

Softhalls used in ASA play must meet standards set by the ASA Equipment Standards
Commuttee is shown below and must be staniped with the ASA logo

THE OFFICIAL SOFTBALL SPECIFICATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

SOFIBALL THREAD MINIMUM MAXIMUM MINIMUM MAXIMUM MARKING

COLOR_ SIZE  SIZE SIZE SIZE
£2 ch P owhite 117228 12 1/8mn 6'% o7 7 oz ASA
(00 cmy .. 00em 310em _ _1800g  200g  Logo
12.ach SP red 1128 12 /&8 n 64 o/ T o MSP-47
(00 cm L A0Uem - 3M0em 1800 g 2000  ASA Logo
16 ich SP whate IS7Bmm 16 1/8 in 9w 10 o7 ASA
t4f h omm A0 em 41 0sm L2 Og 2830g  logo
1 anch red 1078w 11 1'8in 5 78 ae 6 1/8 vz GwWSP47
(270 cine 270cm - 280cm  1650g 1750 ASA Logo
1 aneh white 1078 Il 18 in 578 0 618 o ASA
(27 8.um 270 em 28 Oem 165U g 1750 g logo

Sev. 4. THE HOME PLATE SHALL BE MADE OF RUBBE- OR OTHER

SUTTABLE MATERIAL(S). It shall be a five-suded figure. 17 inches (43 18 cm) wide
durossthe edge facing the picher The sides shall be paratlel to the inside lines of the batter's
e and shall he 8 inches (21 59 con long The sudes of the point faciag the catcher shall be

'S

inches 030 38 my long
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RULE 3, SECTION 4
‘a. (SLOW PITCH $S-OVER) A second home plate shall be placed adjaceni to the right

- handed batter's box, (Refer to Rule 8, Section 10d).

Sec. 5. THE PITCHER'S PLATE shall be of wood or rubber, 24 inches (60.96 cm) long
and 6 inches (15.24 cm) wide. The top of the plate shali be level with the ground. The front
line of the plate shall be the prescribed pitching distances from the back point of home plate.
(Refer 10 PITCHING DISTANCES chart in Rule 2. Sev. )

Sec. 6. THE, BASES. OTHER THAN HOME PLATE SHALL BE 15 INCHES (38.10
¢m) SQUARE. MADE OF CANVAS OR OTHER SUITABLE MATERIAL(S). AND NOT
MORE THAN § INCHES (12.70 ¢m) IN THICKNESS. The bases should be sceurely fas-
tened in position.

a. The douhle base is approved for use at first base. This base is 15 by 30 inches and made of
canvas or other suitable material(s) Half the base is white (secured in e territory), and
halt is orange (secured in fou} territory). It should not be more than S inches (12.70 cm)
in thichness.

NOTE: The following rules apply to the double base:

1) A batted ball hiting the white portion is declared fair, und u baited ball
hitting the orange portion is declared foul.
2) Both white and orange portions of the base are treated equally fur the of-
fense and the defense.
REFER TO POINTS OF EMPHASIS
b. (SLOW PITCH 55-OVER) The double first base shall be used in this division of play.

SOFTBALL GLOVE SPECIFICATIONS

tA) Palin weith 8in
(B) Palm widdth 8'4n
(C) Topopening of weh $1n
(D) Bottomopening ol wed 4'7.n
(E) Web top lo bottom IATEL

{F1 Fusthnger crotch seam 72
{G) Thumbdcroich s8am 70

(H} Crotch seam 17%21n
{1} Thumb toplo boltom

Edge 9ten
tJ) Fusthngeriopio

baottom edge 1410
1K} Second tings: top 10

Bottom edge 13ta
(\) Thrd hngertopio

bottom edqs 12¢en
(M} Founh tinge: lop lo

boltom eqdge 1n

Ser. 7. GLOVES MAY BE WORN BY ANY PLAYER, BUT MITTS MAY BEUSED
ONLY BY THE CATCHER AND FIRST BASEMAN. No top lacing, webbing, or other
device between the thumb and body of the glove or nutt warn by a first baseman or cateher,
ot 4 glove worn hy any fieider. shall be mure than § inhes (12 70 ¢ 1 fength The pn-
cher’s glove shall oe of one solid color other than white or grey Multicolored gloves are a

O
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RULE 3, SECTION 7

ceptable for all other players. Gloves with white or grey circles on the outside, giving the 0
pearance of a ball, are illegal for all players.

Sec, 8, SHOES MUST BE WORN BY ALL PLAYERS. A SHOE SHALL BE CON-
SIDERED OFFICIAL IF IT IS MADE WITH EITHER CANVAS OR LEATHER UP-
PERS OR SIMILAR MATERIAL(S). The soles may be either smocth or have soft or hard
rubber cleats. Ordinary metal sole and heel plates may be used if the spikes on the piates do
not extend more than 3/4 of an inch (1.91 cm) from the sole or heel of the shoe. Shoes with
rounded metal spikes are illegal. No shoes with detachable cleats that screw ON are allowed;
hawever, shoes with detachable cleats that screw INTO the shoe are allowed.

J.0./CO-ED PLAY: No metal spikes are allowed in any division of J.O. or co-ed play. No
hard plastic or polyurethane spikes similar to metal sole and heel plates are allowed in any
division of J.O. or co-ed play.

PLAY — Adult players from Team B are wearing (a) golf shoes, (b) 1rack shoes, (c)
metal baseball spikes, (d) coaches ' shoes with rippled rubber soles. RULING
— (o) and (b) lllegal; (c) and (d) Legal.

Sec, 9, MASKS, BODY PROTECTORS, AND SHIN GUARDS.

a. (FP ONLY) Masks with throat protectors must be worn by adult catchers. and Junior
Olympic catchers must wear a mask, throat protector, and helmet. An extended wire pro-
tector may be worn in lieu of a throat protector attached to the mask. NOTE: Any player
warming up a Junior Olympic pitcher at any location within the confines of the playing
fickl shall wear a mask and throat protector.

b. (SP ONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear an approved batter's helmet with ear
flaps, or the caicher's helmet and mask.

¢. (FP ONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear shin guards and body protectors.

PLAY (1) —  Adult catcher refuses to wear a mask in (a) slow pitch, (b) Jast pitch. RULING
~ {a) Legal. (b) lllegal. Carcher must wear a mask in fast puch, and all J.O.
catchers must wear masks with helmels.

PLAY 12) —  (FP ONLY) A caicher refuses to comply with umpire’s order 10 wear a mask,
RULING — Forfented game shall be declared by the umpire if no one else will
wear mask and catch.

NOIE NO EQUIPMENT SHALL BE LEFT LYING ON THE FIELD EITHER IN
FAIR OR FOUL TERRITORY. (Sec Rule 8, Sec. Sg-Play 4.)

Sec. 10. UNIFORM. All players on a team shall wear uniforms alike in color, trim, znd
style Coaches inust be neatly attired and Jressed ahike of 1nieam uniforns and in accordance
with the color code of the team
o HEADWEAR

I (FP Male} All ball caps are mandatory and must be ahike They must be worn properly.

2 (SP Male and Female and EP Female) Ball caps, visors, and headbards are optional
for all players Players are not required 1o wear headwear, but if worn, all headwear
must be of the same type (i.e., all caps, all visors, or all headbands) and must be worn
properly  Handkerchiefs do not qualify as headbands and cannot b womn around the
head or neck. NOTE: Plastic visors are not allowed as headwear.
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RULE 3, secTioN 10

PLAY (1) — A female team (or slow pitch male 1eam) has three players wearing caps, but
the remaining plavers do not wedar anything on their heads. RULING — Legal
if the three caps are alike. All female or male slow pitch pluvers do not have to
wear caps. If caps are worn, however, they may not be mixed with headbands
or visors.

PLAY (2) — Two female plavers wear caps, and the remaining plavers wear similar-
colored headteds. . * _ING — Nlegal. Either caps or headbands may be
wom, but not both.

PLAY (3) — In co-edplay. 4 males wear caps, | does not, 2 females have hewdbands. and 3
do not. RULING — Illegal. It is permissahie for players not 1o wear head-
bands or caps. but they mav not be mised. The resi of the uniform should be
similar (i.e., all plavers in shorts or all in long pants, the same jerseys and
leggings, efc ).

b. PANTS/SLIDING PANTS. All player pants shall be either all long or all short in style.
Players may wear i uniform, solid-colured pair of sliding pants. It 1» not mandatary that
all players wear shding pants, but «f more than one player wear them, they must be alike
in color and style. No player may wear ragged, frayed, or slit legs on exposed sliding
pants

¢. UNDERSHIRTS Players may wear a umfortn, solid-calored undershirt (it may be
white). 1t s not mandatory that all players wear an undershirt if one player wears one, but
those that are worn must be alike. No player may wear ragged, frayed, or shit sleeves on
exposed undershints.

d. NUMBERS An Arabic number of contrasting color at least 6 inches (15 24 cmy) high,
must be worn on the back of all umform shins No players on the same team may wear
wentical numbers. (Numbers 3 and 03 are examples of identical numbers ) Players
without numbers will not be permitted to play 1f duplicate numbers exast, only one of the
players may play at o time

PILAY (4] —  Plaver FI wears () wntform number 6 on the back of lus jervey, thy uniform
numbe. OO0 on the back of his jersey, (¢} no uniform number on the jersey but
number 5 on the pants, (di no uniform number on the back of the jersey but a
2-inch number on the front. (e) no uniform number at all. RULING - Legal in
() and (h), not legal i (¢}, (d). or (¢)

PLAY (5] --  Plaver Fl (Jonev) was listed i the scorebook with the wrong number and (a)
had his name on the jersev, (b) had no name on the jersev. RULING — Correct
the number in the scorebook in either . ase and resume play There is no penaliy.

¢. HELMETS All adult fast pitch and "umor Olympie tast and slow pitch oftensive players
(TO INCLUDE THE ON-DECK BATTER) must properly wear batting helmets of
stnilar color with double ear flaps J.O. players acting as coaches in the roaches’ box(es)
must wear a batting helmet. All helmets must be approved by the Natwnal Operating
Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment (NOCSAE) PENALTY: Falure o
wear the batting helmet when urdered to do so by the umpire shall cause said player to be
cjected from the game  Dehberately wearing the helmet improperly or deliberately
removing the helmet duning a live ball play amd seen be the umpire as a dehiberate act,

,ory
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RULE 3, SEcTION 10

shall cause the violator to be declared out immediately. The ball remains alive. EXCEP-
TION: Madified pitch players are not required to wear when playing offense.

NOTE: Calling a runner out for removing a helmet does not remove force play sitations.

Pitchers and catchers may wear batting helmets. Other than pitchers and catchers, no other
defensive pluyer may wear a helmet in adultand J.0. play except for medical purposes.

NOTE: Catcher helmets at the present time do not have NOCSAE standards, and no

stamp will be required on these h2imets.

PlAY — B4 hits an our-of-the-park home run and as he passes third base remeves his

helmer in a fast pitch game. The plare umpire calls B4 our. RULING —
Although the rule reads that baserunners are 1o be called owr i they remove the
helmey intentionally, the intent of this rule is 10 prevent the baserunner from
getting hit with a thrown bal. When the ball has been hit over the Jence fora
home run, no plav will be made on any baserunner. until the plaie umpire
throws another ball into the game. Baserunners should not be called out Jor
remeving the helmet on a home-run ball that is hit out of the park.

CASTS Plaster or other hard substances in their final form may not be worn during the
game. Any exposed metal may be considered legal 1f covered by soft material and taped.
JEWELRY. Exposed jewelry, which is judged by the umpire to be dangerous, may not be
worn during the game NOTE: Players miust be asked to remove jewelry if judged 1o be
dangerous f they fail to do so, the player 1s ejected from the game.

RULE 4. PLAYERS & SUBSTITUTES |

T on T

e -

Sec. . A TEAM SHALL CONSIST OF:
Fast Pitch - 9 players
Fast Pitch with a desspnated player - 10 players
Slow Puteh - 10 players
Slow Pitch wuth an extra player - 11 players
Male rosters shall include only male players. and female rosters shall include only female
players 4
Co-Ed 10 players (5 male and § female)
Co Ed Slow Pitch with extra players — 12 players (6 male and 6 temale) NOTE: 1 the
FP s used in Co-Ed, 12 players must be used. It 1s not permissible 1o use 11 players
because ot the alternate hatters
A team must have the required number of players present o start or coptinue a game.
PENALTY The game is forfeited (See Rule S, See gt ) NOTE Players histed on the
starting bincup and pot available at game tme may be substituted for and re-entered under
the re-entry rule The proper number of players must be in the feam area at game hime.
Sec. 20 PLAYERS' POSITIONS SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS FOLLOWS:
Fast Pitch Prcher. catcher, first hasemian, secord baseman. third baseman. shoristop,
fett hielder . center liclder. and right ficlder
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RULE 4, SECTION 2

b. Fast Pitch with a designated player: Same as Fast Pitch in paragraph a above, plus a

designated player.

¢. Slow Pitch: Same as Fast Pitch in paragraph a above, plus a short fielder.

d.

Slow Pitch with an exua player: Same as Slow Pitch in paragraph ¢ above, pius an extra
player who bats.

NOTE: Players of the team in the field must be stationed anywhere in fair territory,

except the catcher who must be in the catcher's box, and the pitcher who must
be in a legal pitching position at the start of each pitch. When a pitch is
delivered without all defensive players in fair territary, an illegal pitch shail be
declared.

€. Co-Ed defensive positioning shall include 2 males and 2 females in the outfield, 2 males

<.

and 2 females in the infield, and | inale and | female in the pitcher-catcher positions.
Once determining positions, the players must be stationed anywhere on fair ground. ex.
cept the catcher as indicated in the "'"NOTE™ above.

Sex. ). DESIGNATED PLAYER (FP ONLY)
A designated player. referred to as & *'DP,"" may b »d for any player, provided it is
made known prior 1o the start of the game and his nai . 18 indicated on the lineup sheet or
score sheet as one of the nine hitters in the batting order The starting DP may re-enter
one time. as long as he returns to the position in the batting order that he occupied when
he left the ganwke
The starting player listed as the DP must remain in the same position 1n the batting order
for the entire game The DF and his substitute or replacement may never play offense at
the same time
The DP nay be wubstituted for at any ume, either by a pinch-hitter, pinch-runner. or the
detensive player for whom he is hituing  1f the starting DP 1s replaced on offense by the
person for whom he 1s hitting (number 10 on the batting order). or by a substitute, the DP
i considered to have left the game. and he may re-enter one time, as long as he returns to
his original position w the batting order NOTE ay If replaced by the person playing
defense on'y, thr, reduces the number of players from ten to mne  1f the DP does not re-
enter. the game may |~gally end with nine players. by If the DP re-enere, he may play of.
tense and defense teontinue with nine players), or he may bat tn his original spot in the
hatting order, amd the defensive player returns to the number [0 position and plays
detense only once agin Penalty: Placing the defensive player only (number 10 on the
batting urder) into the first mine positions for someone other than the oniginal DP s con-
sidered anatlegal re-entry - The manager and the defensive plaver only are ejected
The DP may play defense at any position Should the DP play defense for a plaver other
than the one for whom he 1s batting, that player will continue to bat but my play defense.,
and v not considered to have left the game The DP may play defense for the person for
wham he is hitting tnumber 1010 batting order). and that person 1s considered to have left
the game. reducing the number of players from ten to nine The person being hit for may
re-cnier the game one time. etther in the number 10 spot in the batting order or n the
DP’s position in the batting order  NOTE" a) If returning to the #10 position, he will
again play defense only but may play any defensive position, by If returning in the DP's
position, he will play offense and defense. and there will be only nine plavers on the bat-
ung order

) ’
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RULE 4, SECTION 3

NOTE: The name of the player for whom the DP is batting will be placed in the tenth

posiuon in the scorebook.

PLAY (1} — In the fifih inning Jones comes into the game as a DP and is placed at the end

af the batiing order. RULING — lllegal. The DP musi be announced prior to
the start of the game and his name entered on the starting lineup, If one pitch is
thrown ta Jones, he is considered an illegal subsiinue for the player listed
number | on the bating order.

PLAY (2} — At the beginning of the game, Jones is put into the lineup us a DP for Smith. In

the third inning Smith is injured and has 1o leave the game. Jones replaces
Smith as shorisiop. RULING — Legal. The game may continue with nine
plavers.

PLAY (31 —  Junes begins the game at second base but does not bai. In the fourth inning he

takes the place of Smith as the DP. RULING — Legal. The role of the DP is
termunated unul Smith (or Smith's substituie) re-enters the game.

PLAY (4} —  Jones is the listed DP and is baning third. Smith, the third basernan, is listed

as the DEFO. Brown, the second baseman, is bating seventh. In the third inn-
mg Jones plays defense for Brown. In the sicth inning. the manager wanis
Smuth 10 bar and insens him for Brown, the iemporarv DP whao was batting
onlv. RULING — lllegal. Brown was noi the starting DP. Smith must bat for
Jones if the manager wanis him to bat. The umpire should correct this at the
nme of the change. If not detected at that tme. the violanon will be treated as
an tllegal substitution when brought tv the atiention af the umpire by the of-
fended team after :%. first legal or illegal puch. The sturter can report and re-
enter legally

Sec, 4. EXTRA PLAYER (8P ONLY)

An eatra player. referred o as an “"EP, " 1s optional, but il one is used. 1t must be made

- known prior to the start of the game and be listed on the scoring sheet in the regular bat-

ung order 1f the EP 15 used, he must be used the entire game. Failure to complete the
gume with the EP results in forfenure of the game.

The EP must remin in the same position in the batting order fur the entire game

1t an EP 1s used, ail 11 must bat and any 10 may play defense Defensive positions may be
changed, but the batung order must remain the same.

The EP may be substituted for at any ime  The substitute must be a player who has not
yet been in the game The starting EP may re-enter

The EP 1y used 1n Co-Ed. all 12 must be, and any [0 ~ 5 male and S femaie - may play
detense  Defensive positioms may be changed as long as the following ratio 1s used: 2
male’2 female in the outhield. 2 male/2 female in the infield, and | male/] female as pitcher/
catcher The batting order must remin the sanwe throughout the game.

(55 Over Only) Two extra players may be designated at any place in the batting order.
The EPs may enter a game on defense at any time, but must remain in the same batting
urder

Sec. 5. RE-ENTRY - Any of the starting players. including a DP (FP ONLY) or an EP

{SP ONLY), may be withdrawn and re-entered omce, provided players ovcupy the same bat-
tung positions whenever in the hineup

¥
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RULE 4, SECTION S

EXCEPTION: When the defensive player bats for the DP (FP ONLY), the P 1s temporarily

eliminated.

NOTE: The original player and the substitute(s) may not be in the lineup at the same
time 1f @ manager removes a substitute from the game and re-enters the same
substitute later in the game, this is considered an illegal re-entry.

4. Violation of the re-entry rule results in the ejection of both the manager and the illegal
player when the violation is brought to the attention of the umpire by the offended team.

b. Violation of the re-entry rule is handled as a protest which may be made anytime DUR-
ING THE GAME. The protest need not be made prior to the next pitch as described in
Rule 11, Sec. 4; however, all play that occurred while the illegal re-entry was in the game
will stund.

NOTE: It the re-entry violation alvo violates the unreported substiute raling (Rule 4,
Sec. 7a). those penalties would also be in effect.

PLAY (1) — Brown replaces Carter, a stanting plaver, in the third inning. Carter re-enters
the game n the sixth inning for Green, anather stanting player. Caner singles,
and the opponents bring to the attention of the umpire that Conter’s re-entry
way not reponted. RULING — Thix is a violation of the re-entry rule since
Carter did not replace his substiute. Both Carter and his manager are ejected
Sfrom the game

PLAY (2) — In the wp half of the first tnning wath two outs. R on first base. B4 (Smath) 1y
announced on the PA svstem. Just then the manager decides to substitute Jones
Sor Smith. Jones strikes vut. In the third inning Smith, who was announced in
the first inntng, pinch-huts for Junes. RULING — Legal. Members of the suir-
tng hneup mav be withdrawn and re-entered one 1ime, provided thev occupy
the same batting positions they held when orginallyin the lineup.

Sec. 6. A STARTING PLAYER SHALL BE OFFICIAL WHEN THE LINE-UP IS
INSPECTED AND APPROVED BY THE PLATE UMPIRE AND TEAM MANAGER
AT THE PRE-GAME MEETING. The names may be entered on the official score sheet in
advance of this meeting. However, in case of injury or illness, changes can be made at the
pre-game meeting. A substitute may take the place of a player whose name is in his team’s
batting order. The following regulations govern the substitution of players:

a, The manager or team representative of the team making the substitution shall immeduate-
ly notify the plate umpire at the hme @ substitute enters. The plate umpire shall then report
the change to the scorer prior to the nest pitch I the violation ts duiscovered prior (o a
puch being made (Jegal or illegaly, there 15 no penalty, and the iliegal substitute shall be
declared legal
The use of an dlegal substitute or an inebgible player s handled as a protest by the otfend
ed team  All other substitutes are considered in the game as described .n Rule 4. Sec 6b
1t the team manager or player in violation informs the umpire prior to the oftended team’s
protest. there s no violation regardless ot how long the player or players were illegally in
the game.

b
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RULE 4, SECTION 6

The illegal substitute is considered in the game if a pitch has been made (legal or illegal).
OFFENSE: (1) If the illegal player is discovered by the defense after one legal or illegal
pitch has been thrown while he is at bat. and before the offensive manager, coach, or
player in violation informs the umpire, he is declared ineligible, and a legal substitute
assumes the ball and strike count. Any advance of baserunners while the illegal batter is at
hat is legal. (2) If the illegal player is discovered by the defensc after he has completed
his turn at bat and prior to the next legal or illegal pitch, or before the defensive team has
lefi the field: and before the offensive manager, coach, or player in violation informs the
umpire. the illegal player is called out, is ruled ineligible, and any advance of baserunners
as a .esult of ohstruction, an error, a hit batsman (FP), a walk, or a baschit is nullified.
(31 If the illegal player is discovered by the defense after he has completed his turn at bat
and after the next legal or illegal pitch, or after the defensive team has lefi the field; and
before the offensive manager, coach, or player in violation informs the umpire; the il-
legal player is ruled ineligible and any advance by baserunners while the illegal batter was
at bat is legal. DEFENSE: (1) If the illegal player is discovered by the offense afier he
mukes a play and prior to the next legal or illegal pitch, or hefore the defensive ream has
lett the field; or before the defensive manager, coach, or player in violation informs the
umpire; the offensive team has the option of tiking the result of the play, or having the
last hatter rebat arkd assame the ha't and strike count he had prior 1o the discovery of the
tllegal player, with eavh baserunner returning to the hase at which he was prior to the
play. The allegal player is ndzg ineligible (2) If the illegal player is discovered by the of-
tense atter a legal or illegal pitch to the next hauer, or after the detensive manager, coach,
or ptaver in violation informs the umpire; all play(s) stand, but the illegal player is ruled
iehgible
NOTE When the tlegal substitute 1s ruled inehgible, he is reimaved from the game. If
he s discovered parucipating agam atier his removal, the game s declared a
fortei (Rule |, Sec. 36)

PlAY ls Jonew, alegal subsutute, enters the game wnreported in the third inning . In the
fith inming the opponents report this 1 the wmpire. RULING: The plaver
Hones) o5 immeduitely removed and 15 declared mehgible. All play by or on
Jonesis legal. A legal substiute must be reported inte the game

PlAY 1 Smuth re enters the game unreported in the Jourth inning for s substitute.
After he his the ball and reaches first base safely. 1 15 detected by the up-
ponents and reported 1o the umpre: RULING. South is called out, ruled in-
elicible, and a legal substige must enter the game. If a substitute 15 not
asarlable. the game 1y forfened

b Substitate players will be considered i the game when reported to the plate umpire. A
player will not violate the subsutution rule until one legal or illegal patch has been thrown.
¢ Any plaver may be removed from the game during any dead bali

NOTE The pitcher no longer has to pitch untl the first batter tacing hum has com-
pleted his tarn at hat, the side has been retired, or he has been removed from
the gumie A tast pitch pitcher returming i the same hail innming wall not receive
wuarmn up pitches

e,
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RULE 4, SECTION 6

PLAY (1) — Junes is the stanting pitcher. n the top of the third inning. Smith bats for
Jones. Inthe bottom of the third, Jones retums o pitch. RULING: Legal.

PLAY (2) —  Pitcher Jones walks B3 and is repluced by Smith. The offense substitutes Bl
for B4, and before Smith throws one pitch, {(a) Jones, the stanting pitcher, re-
enters. (b) Brown is substituted for Smith. RULING: Legal in bath situations.

«d. A player who has been declared ineligible but has not been ejected from rhe game may
serve as a hase coach.

RULE 5. THE GAME

Sec. 1. THE CHOICE OF THE FIRST OR LAST BAT IN THE INNING SHALL BE
DECIDED BY A TOSS OF A COIN, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED IN THE RULES
OF THE ORGANIZATION UNDER WHICH THE SCHEDULE OF GAMES IS
BEING PLAYED.

Sec. 2. THE FITNESS OF THE GROUND FOR A GAME SHALL BE DECIDED
SOLELY BY THE PLATE UMPIRE,

Sec. 3. A REGULATION GAME SHALL CONSIST OF SEVEN INNINGS,

a. A full 7 innings need not be played if the eam second at bat scores more runs in 6 nn-
ings, or before th-e third outin the last of the seventh inning.

b. A game that is tie { at the end of seven innings shall be continued by playing additional in-
nings: or until one side has scored more runs than the other at the end of a complete in-
ning: or until the team second at bat has scored more runs in ats half of the inning belore
the third out 1s made

¢. A game called hy the umpire shall be regulation if five or more complete innings have
heen played. or 1f the team second at bat has scored more runs in four or more innings
thun the ather 1eam has scored in tive or more innings. The umpire s empowered to call a
game at any ume because of durkness, rain, fire, panic, or ather causes which place the
patrons or players inpertl For games called prior to five complete innings. see Sec 3

PLAY — At the end of the fourth ining. the score is HI and V2. There s no score in the
first half of the ffth. bia in the last half H scores. (@) one run; th) two runs. In
either case the game 15 called because of ram with only one or two ouls
RULING — In enther case it 15 @ regulaion game In () it 18 @ e game, but all
records count. In (b} His the winner.

&, Games that are not considered either regulation, or regulation ue games, shall be resumed
at the exact paint where they were stopped. (For ASA championsiup tournament play . se
ASA Procedural Code 9.01]aDh

e. A regulation ue game shall be declared if the score 1s equal when the game 1s called at the
end af five ar more complete innngs, or if the team second at bat has equaled the score of
the first team at bat in the incomplete inning

PLAY - In the last hatlf of the sixth tinming, with R1. R2. and R3 on third. second, and
first baves respectively, B4 huts @ home run, tving the score 606 i then begins
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RULE S, SECTION 3

to rain heavily and eventually furces the umpire to call the game. RULING —~
The game ends ina 6-6iie.

f. These provisions do not apply to any acts on the part of players, coaches, managers, team
represeniatives, or spectators which might call for forfeiture of the gume. The umpire
may forfeit the game if attacked physically by any team member or spectator.

8. A forfeited game shall be declared by the umpire in fuvor of the team not at fuult in the
tollowing cases:

(1} 17 a team fails 1o appear on the field or, being on the field, refuses o begin a4 game for
which it is scheduled or assigned, or within a ime set for forfeitures by the organiza-
tion which the team represents.

(2] If one side refuses to continue to play after the game has begun, unless the game has
been suspended or terminated by the umpire.

PLAY — A game is called afier seven complete innings of plav because the manager of
the wisiting team no longer wishes 1o play. RULING -- If weather permits, the
karne shall not be terminated. The umpire shall Jorfeit the game to the home
team by a score of 7-0.

(3111, atier play has been suspended by the umpire, one side fails o resume playing
within 2 minutes after play ball has been declared by the unipire.

{4) 11 4 team empioys tacties noticeably designed to delay or 1o hasten the game.

(5) If, after warning by the umpire, any one of the rules of the game is willfully violated.

(6) IT the order for the ejection of a player 1s not obeyed within | minute.

(N 1f. because of the removal or ejection of a player or players from the game by the um-
pire. or for uny reason there are fewer than 9 (Fast Pitch), 10 (Fast Pitch with DP). 10
(Slow Pich), 11 (Slow Puch with EP), or 12 (Co-Ed Slow Pitch with 2 EPs) on either
leam.

EXCEPTION 11 a team stants the game with a DP (FP ONLY) and the defensive
player bats tor the DP (Rule 4, Sec 3o, the team may continue and end the game with
Y players, or the DP may re-enier, and the team will fimish with 10 players.

PLAY - A team starts a game with 10 plavers (or 0 with EP) i slow pitch or 9 players
(10 wuh DP) n fast pitch, but loses one plaver due 1o iyury and has no
substiute to replace the injured plaver. RULING —~ The Rame is forfeited 1o
the opponent. A team may not continue a game with fewer than the number of
plavers required 1o start the game

Sec. d. THE WINNER OF THE GAME SHALL BE THE TEAM THAT SCORES

MORE RUNS IN A REGULATION GAME,

d. The score of a called regulanon game shall be the score at the ¢nd of the Jast complete inn-
ing. unless the team second at bat has scored an vqual number of or more runs than the
Biest tean at bat in the incomplete inning In this case the score shall be that of the in-
complete inming

b The score ofa regulation tie game shall be the tie score when the RamMe Was terminated.

¢ Thescore of a torteited game shatl be 7010 tavor of the weam not at taul

. e
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RULE 5, SECTION 5

Sec. 5. ONE RUN SHALL BE SCORED EACH TIME A BASERUNNER LEGALLY
TOUCHES FIRST BASE, SECOND BASE, THIRD BASE, AND HOME PLATE
BEFORE THE THIRD OUT OF THE INNING.

Sec. 6. A RUN SHALL NOT BE SCORED IF THE THIRD OUT OF THE INNING
1S A RESULT OF:
a._ The batter-runner being put out hefore legally touching first base.
b." A bascrunner being forced out due to the batter becoming a batier-runner.

NOTE: If there is no force out and a run scores prior to @ buserunner bemg called out on a
time play. the run will count.

PLAY (1) — RI is on third base. and R2 is on first base with iwo outs. Baner hits ground
ball 10 F4 who chases R2 back 1oward first base and 1ags him {a) before Rl
scores, (h) after Rl scores. RULING — Run does not count in () or th) since
the third out was a force out.

PLAY (2) — With one ot and runners on second hase and third base, the batter flies out for
the second out. The runner ont third base tags up after the catch, but the runner
on second base does not. The runner on third base crosses the plate hefore an
appeal is made ar second hase. RULING — The run will count as this ts a ime
plas and not a force out. Ilf the runner crosses home plate after the appeal, the
run would not count.

c. (FPONLY) A baserunner leaving base before the pitcher releases the hall to the batter.
(SP ONLY) A baserunner leaving base before the pitched ball reaches home plate or
before the pitched ball is batted.

Sec. 7. NO SUCCEEDING RUNNER SHALL SCORE A RUN WHEN A
PRECEDING RUNNER HAS BEEN DECLARED THE THIRD OUT OF AN INNING.

PLAY (1] — Oneour. R1 on third base. and R2 on second base. Banter huts a 1y ball which s
caught by 7RI tags up und leaves his base before the fIv ball 15 touched by F7
R2 scores afier tagging up and legally leaving his base. Appeal s made at third
base. and umptre declares RFout. RULING — Three outs. o runs score

PLAY (25 — Two ours, Rl on third base, R2 on second hase. and R3 on first base. Butter
hits ball over the fence for a home run R1 fails 1o touch home plate. but R2,
Ri. and the batter-runner touch all bases i regular order. ncluding home
plate. An appeal 15 made on R1 at home plate. Umpire declares R1 owt. RUL-
ING - No runs score

Sec. 8. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN
THE MANAGER AND/OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE(S) AND THE BAT-
TER OR BASERUNNER(S) IN AN INNING. Unipsees shall not pernut any such con-
ferences in excess of one tnan inning.

PENAL1Y Ejection of manager or coach whoansists on anather charged conference.
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RULE S, SECTION 9

Sec. 9. HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP ONLY). A limit of over-the-fence home
runs will be used in all men's and co-ed slow pitch divisions. All balls hit over the fence by a
team in excess of the following limitations per game will be ruled on as shown:

Super Classification — Unlimited.

Major Classification — Twelve (12). The batter is ruled out for any in excess,

Class A Classification — Six (6). The batter is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes Ma-
Jjor Industrial).

Class B Classification — Three (3). The bartter is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes
Major Church. Class 4 Industrial, Major co-ed, and all masters classification).

Class € Classification — One (1). The batter is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes
Class A4 Church and Class 4 co-ed).

Class D Classification — None (D). The batter is ruled out for the first in excess and each
subsequent player hitting a home run is declared ineligible and removed from the game.

NOTE: Any fly ball touched by a defensive player which then goes aver the fence in
tarr territory, should be declured a four-base award und shall not be included
in the total of over-the-fence home runs,

PLAY (1) —  Buses louded with two outs. Class A slow pitch wrarnament with a six (6) home
nan limat. Team A has hit five, and batter B4 hits a home run out of the ball
park. He dehiberatelv misses 2B, and afier all runs have scored, Team B ap-
peals B4 for missing 2B. The umpire calls B4 out Does the home run count
towards the suy home run limit? RULING: Yes Whether the runner B4 inten-
nonally or unintentionally missed 28, the home run would count. Anviime a
run scores the home run will count. If the runner B4 missed 18, the home run
would not count of the appealed our was the third of the 1nning.

PLAY (21~ Runner Rl on 2B with ane aut. Class A slow pitch tourmament with six (6)
home ran imaation. Team A has hit five, and batter B4 hits a long flv ball to
F8 i centerfield. F8 catches the ball and throws 11 over the fence so that team
A will have reached the six home run limit. RULING: This would be a legal
catch, and if fewer than twa outs and other runners on base, the umpires
should award all ninners two bases for intentionally thrown bull which goes
out of play, It would not count toward the home run linut.

PLAY (31 -+ A chiss "A” charch slow pitch eam hits its second home run of the ball game.
and the ummre rules the batter out RULING- Correct call. Cluss ‘A’ church
and co-ed must adhere 1o the cluss *C* imatanon of one home run per game,

»
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RULE 6, SECTION 1
RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Fast Pitch)

Sec. 1. PRELIMINARIES., Before starting the delivery (pitch), the pitcher shall comply
with the following:
.8, (MALE ADULT AND JO BOYS ONLY) He shall take a pasition with his pivot fool on the
2+ pitcher's plate and his non-pivol foot on or behind the pitcher's plate. (FEMALE ADULT
" AND JO GIRLS ONLY) She shall take a position with both feet in contact with the
" pitcher's plate. (ALL) Both feet must be on the ground within the 24-inch length of the pit-
¢her's plate. The shoulders shall be in line with first and third buses. The hands shall be
separated. The ball may be in the glove or pitching hand.
b. While in the position described in a above, he shall take the signal from the catcher.
PLAY — Pitcher wakes a signal while standing within 8 feet of the pitcher 's plate but not
on the plate. He then assumes legal pitching position for 1 second and piiches
the ball. RULING — lllegal pitch. The pitcher must take the signal while legal-
Iy in contact with the pitcher’s plate.
¢. After completing b above, the pitcher shall hold the ball in both hands for not less than
one (1) second and not more than ten (10} seconds before releasing it. (MALE ADULT
AND JO BOYS ONLY) If the pitcher decides to pitch with the non-pivot foot to the rear
and off the pitching plate. the backward step may be taken before, simuitaneous, or after
the hands are brought together. The pivot foot must reman in contact with the pitching
plate at all times prior 1 the forward step. (FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRLS ONLY)
Both feet must remain in contact with the pitching plate al all tmes prior to the forward
Step.

PLAY (1) - Apier tuking the signal. the pitcher stants the inonon and touches fingers to the
glove. but dues not stup the movement while performing a windmill delivery.
RULING — An illegal piich should be called The picher must bring the two
hands 1ogether somewhere in front of the bodv.

PLAY (2) —  The pucher stands with two feet on the pitching rubber and wakes the signal.
He then steps or siides back with the non-pivor foot (a) while his hands are
sepurated. (b) whde his hands are together RULING — Legal in male, illegal
i female delivenes

d. The pitcher shall not be considered 1n pitching posison unless the catcher s in postson to
receive the piuch

¢. The pitcher may nut take the pitching position on or Rear the pitcher’s plate without hav-
ing the ball 1n his possession

NOTE To indicate to the piteber that he may not stan the pitch. the umpire should
raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher. “*NO PITCH™ shall be
declared il the pitcher pilches while the umpire hias his hand in said position

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when one hand s taken uft the ball or the ptcher mahes any
mtion that is part of his windup.,
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RULE 6, SECTION 2

a. In the act of delivering the ball, the pitcher shall not take more than one step, which must
be forward, toward the batter, and s* nultaneous with the delivery of the ball (o the batter,
{Toward the batter is interpreted as being within the 24-inch length of the pitcher's plate.)

PlAY — The pucher stands on the right side of the pitcher's plate with both feet in legal
contact. He takes a siep witk his non-pivor foot 1oward third base so that the
entire fool lands 1o the nght and outside the length of the pitcher s plate. RUL-
ING — Hlegal Pitch.

b. Pushing off with the pivot foot from a place other than the pitcher’s plate is illegal.

¢. (FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRLS ONLY) The pivot foot may remain in contact of

push off and drag away from the pitching plats prior to the front fuct touching the ground,
as long as the pivot foot remalns in contact with the ground.

NOTE It 15 nost & step if the pitcher slides his foot across the pitcker’s plate, provided
contact 1s maintained with the plate. Raising the foot off the pitching plate and
returning it to the plate creates a rocking motion and is an illegal act.

PLAY - The pitcher stands with the non-pivat fool 10 the rear of the pitching plate but
within the 24-inch length of the plate. He raises both arms high above his head
stretching and in so doing. he pulls his pivor foor off the plate. RULING: ll.
legal Puch. The pivot foor must remain in contact with the pitching plate unil
he pushes off during the delivery.

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO
THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION.
4 The release of the ball and follow-through of the hand and wrist must be forward and past -
the straight Line of the body
b The hand shall be below the hip. and the wrist not farther from the body than the elbow.
¢ The pich is completed with a step toward the baiter.
d The carcher must remain within the lines of the caicher’s box when the piich is released.
PlAY A pitch 1s delivered with the catcher outside the boundaries of the caicher's
boy. RULING — Hiegal Puch
¢ The carcher shalt return the ball directly 1o the pitcher atter each pich, except afier a
sirtheout or a putout made by the catcher
EXCEPTION Sec 3e does not apply when (@) a batter becomes a batter-runner, (b) there are
runners on hase, or te) @ foul ball 1s fieided close to the foul line by the catcher who throws to
any hase for a possible out
PLAY Bases are emprv, and the hatter has a count of no balls and one stnke On the
new pich the batrer hits o fou! ball which the catcher retneves and throws to
the third baseman. RVIING — A ball 15 awarded 1o the batter. and the count
becomes ane ball and *wo stnkes
t The picher has iwenty (20) seconds to release the next pitets after receiving the ball, or
sfter the umpire indicates **play ball.**

Sec. 4. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDED:
4 He dues not make any moton te pitch wsthout immediately delivering the hatl to the bat-
ter
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RULE 6, SECTION 4

b. He does not use a rocker action in which, after having the ball in both hands in the pitch-
ing position, he removes one hand from the ball, takes a backward and forward swing,
and returns the ball to both hands in front of the body.

¢. He does not use a windup in which there is a stop or reversal of the forward motion.

d. He dues not make two revolutions of the arm on the windmill pitch. A pitcher may drop
his arm to the side and to the rear before starting the windmill motion.

¢. He does not continue to wind up after taking the forward step which is simultaneous with
the release of the bal).

Sec. 5. WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT
DELIBERATELY DROP, ROL'., OR BOUNCE THE BALL IN ORDER TO PRE-
VENT THE BATTER FROM STRIKING IT. A pitchout for the purpose of intentionally
walking a batter is not considered an illegal pitch. (Refer to note following Rule 8, Sec. 2¢.)

Sec. 6. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE
ALLOWED TO USE. TAPE OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) UPON
THE BALL, THE PITCHING HAND, OR THE FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY
OTHER PLAYER APPLY ANY FORFIGN SUBSTANCE(S) TO THE BALL. Under the
supervision and controd of the umpire, puwdered resin may be used to dry the hands. The pit-
cher shall not wear a sweathard, bracelet, or sinilar-type item on the wrist or forearm of the pit-
ching arm.

PLAY — Pitcher with tape on pitching hand. RULING = liegal Must remove tape or be
replaced.

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIVER A PITCH unless all defensive players,
except the catcher wha must be in the catcher’s box, are positioned in farr terntory.

NOTE: It is an illegal pitch if a fielder takes a position in the batter’s line of vision or,
with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, acts in a manner to distract the hatter A
pitch does mat have to be released PENALTY: The offending player shall be
etected from the game, and an illegal pitch shall be declared

Sec. 8. THE PITCHER SHALIL NOT THROW TO A BASE DURING A LIVE BALL
WHILE HIS FOOT IS IN CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER'S PLATE AFTER HE
HAS TAKEN THE PITCHING POSITION.

EFFECT — Scc 8 lll2gal pitch, the ball is dead, a ball 18 called on the hatter. and all runners

advance one base 11 the throw from the pitcher s plate occurs during a live ball appeal 'ay. the

appeal 1s cancelled.

NOTE: The pcher may remove himself from the pitching posiion by stepping
backwards off the pucher's plate Stepping forward or sideways constitutes arn il
legal pitch

EFFECT - Secs 1-8. Any infraction of Secs  1-8 18 an tllegal puch. with the exception of Sec

3c which 1 covered separately . The ball 1s dead. A ball 1s called on the hatter Baserunners are

entitled to advance one base without hability to be put vat NOTE: If an illegal pitch huts the bat-
ter. the hatter 1 awarded first base and all runnets are awarded one base

EXCEPTION 11 the pitcher completes the delivery of the ball 1o the batter. and 1 the batter hus

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT




RULE 6, SECTION 8

the hall and reaches first buse safely; and if all baserunners advance at least one base on the ac-
tion resulting from the batted ball; the play stands, and the illegal pitch is nullified.

NOTE: An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. If called by
the plate umpire, it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the batter will
hear it. The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal. If called by
the base umpire. it shall be called so that the nearest fielder shall hear it. The
hase umpire shall ai-o give the delayed dead ball signal. Failure of players to
hear the call shall not void it,

Sec. 9. AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING, OR WHEN A PITCHER
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN 1 MINUTE MAY BE USED TO DELIVER
NOT MORE THAN FIVE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER TEAMMATE,
Play shal! be suspended during this time. For excessive warn-up pitches, a pitcher shall be
penalized by awarding a ball to the batter for each pitch in excess of five.

PLAY — S1 replaces Fl. How many throws are permitied for his warm-up? RULING —
Five. The umpire is awhorized to allow more throws, however, when the wealher
15 inclement or when Fl is removed because of an injurv and S1 did not have time
1o wurm up hefore entering. If Fi retums 10 pitch in the sume inning no uddi-
nonal warm-up pitches are allowed.

Sec. 10. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN:
4 The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play.
b The pitcher attempts a quick return of the ball before the batter has taken his pusition or
when the batter is off balance as a result of a previous pitch.
€ Arunner is called out for leaving a base prior to the pitcher releasing the pitch.
d. The pitcher pitches before a baserunner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been
declared and the ball is dead.

EFFECT ~ Sec Hia-d The bail is dead. and uil subsequent action on that pitch is
cancelied

¢ NO PLAYER. MANAGER. OR COACH SHALL CALL TIME, EMPLOY ANY
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMM!T ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE
PITCHER COMMIT AN ILLEGAL. PITCH.

EFFECT — Sec. 10¢: **NO PITCH'" shali be deciared. The bali is dead. and all subse-
quent action on that pitch is cancelled. A waming shall be issued to the offending team,
and a repeat of this type act by any member of the team warned shail result in the offender
being removed from the game.

PlLAY . Pucher is in his windup when the batter, in an attempt 10 have the pitcher com-
mut an llegal puch. raises his hand as if 1o request nme. Pucher stops his
windup. RULING ~ ''No puch' shall be declared

Sec. 11, THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT
WITH EACH PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference shall result in
the removal of the pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder of the game.

r
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RULE 6, secTION 12

Sec. 12, IF THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER'S HAND DURING HIS
WINDUP OR DURING THE BACKSWING, A BALL IS DECLARED ON THE BAT-
TER, THE BALL WILL REMAIN IN PLAY, AND THE RUNNERS MAY ADVANCE
AT THEIR OWN RISK,

RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Modifled)

Sec. 1. PRELIMINARIES, Before starting the delivery (pitch). the pitcher shall comply
with the following:

8. He shall take a position with both feet on the ground and in contact with the pitcher’s
plate. Both feet must be within the 24-inch length of the pitcher’s plate. His shoulders
shall be in line with first and third bases. The hands shall be separated. The ball may be in
the glove or the pitching hand.

b. While in the position described in a above, he shall take the signal from the catcher.

t. After completing b above, he shall hold the ball in both hands for not fess than | second
and not more than 10 seconds before releasing it.

PlAY ~ Pitcher takes a signal while standing within 8 feet of the pucher s plate but not on
the plate. He then assumes legal pitching position for | second and pitches ihe
ball. RULING — lilegal pitch. The pucher must iake the signal while legallv in
contaet with the pitcher s plate.

d. The pacher shall not be considered 1n puching position uniless the catchier is i position to
recetve the pitch

. The pitcher may not take the pitching position on or near the pitcher’s plate without hay-
ing the ball in his possession

NOTH To indicate 10 the pitcher that he may ot stan the pitch, the umpire should
rae one hund with the palm facing the pitcher "NO PITCH™ shall be
declared it the pitcher pitches while the umpire has his hand in said position

Sec. 2. THE PITCH dtarts when one hand 1s taken off the hall or the pitcher makes any
maton that s pan of his windap.
@ Inthe act ot dehivering the ball, the pricher shall not take more than one siep, which nyust
be torward, toward the batter, and simultaneous with the delivery of the ball to the batter
(Toward the bater is interpreted as being within the 24-inch length of the puicher’s plate )

PLAY (1)~ The pucher stands on the right sude of the pitcher s plate with both feet in legal
contact He takes a step with lus non-pivet foor toward third base so that the
entire foot fands 1o the right and outside of the pitcher s plate RULING ~ 1i-
legal Puch

b Pushing ott with the pivot foot from a place other than the pitcher s plate » illegal.

NOTE It not a step if the pitcher sTides s foot across the pitcher's plate. provided
vontact s nintained with the plate.
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RULE 6, SECTION 3

See, 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO

THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION.

4. The release of the ball must be on the first forward swing of the pitching arm past the hip.
The releiase must have a complete, smooth follow-through with no abrupt stop of the urm
near the hip

b The ball must not be outside the pitcher's wrist at the top of the backswing and during the
camplete forward delivery.

€ Onthe forward swing of the pitching arm. the elbow must be locked at the point of
release, and the driving hip must be squared to home plate wheu the ball is released.

d  He may take the ball behind the back on the backswing.

¢. The pucher's palm may be pointing downward upon delivery.

f The pitch 1s completed with a step toward the batter.

& Thecatcher must remain within the fines of the catchers box until the prtch as released.

PLAY - A putch is delivered with the carcher outside the boundaries of the catcher's
bov RULING — lllegal Pitch.

h. The vucher shall return the bal directly to the prcher afier each prch, except after &
strikeout or a putout niade by the catcher.

EXCEPTION Sec. 3h does not apply when (a) a batter becomes a batter-runner, (b) there

are runmers on hise. or (¢) a foul hall 1s fielded close 1o the foul line by the catcher who

throws o any biase tor a passible out

PlAY - Bures are empty. and the batter has « coury of no bally und one vinke. On the
acwr puch the batter his a foul ball which the catcher retrieves and throws to
the third haseman. RULING ~ A ball is awarded 1o the batter. and the count
becomeys one ball and 1wo strikes

t Ihe pucher has twenty (20) seconds to release the next puch atier recesving the ball, or after
the umpire indicates **play ball."*

See 4. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY WINDUP DESIRED. PROVIDED:

@ He does it make any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the bag-
ter

b He does natuse i rocker dction in which, afier having the hall in botn hands in the pitch
ing position. he removes one hand fram the hall. takes a backward and forward swing,
and returns the ball ta both hamds 1n front of the bexdy .

v Hedoes notuse a windup in which there s g stop or reversal of the forward motion.

d. He does not use a windmull or shngshot-type pitch, or make a complete revolution in the
delivery

NOTE Aslingshor npe pirch detined as “turming tie body toward first or third base,

and bending the elbow during the backswing

v He dees aoteontinue o wind up after taking the forward step, which s simultaneous with

the release of the ball

See. S, WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION, THE PITCHER SHALIL NOT
DELIBERATELY DROP, ROLL, OR BOUNCE THE BALL IN ORDER TO PRE-
VENT THE BATTER FROM STRIKING IT. A puchout tor the purpuse of intentionally
walling abaier is not considered an ilegal pitch (Refer to note following Rule 8, Sec. 2¢.)
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RULE 6, SECTION 6

Sec. 6. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE
ALLOWED TO USE TAPE OR ANY OTHER FORFEIGN SUBSTANCE(S) UPON
THE BALL, THE PITCHING HAND, OR THE FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY
OTHER PLAYER APPLY ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) TO THE BALL. Under
the supervision and vontrol of the umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands The
pitcher shall not wear a sweatband, bracelet, or similar-type item on the wrist or forearm of
the pitching arm.

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIVER A PITCH unless all deicnsive
players, except the catcher who must be inthe catcher's box, are postioned 1n tair territory.

NOTE: It is an illegal pitch if a ficlder takes a position in the batter’s line ot vision ur,
with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, acts in a manner to distract the batter.
A pitch does not have to be released PENALTY: The offending Flayer shall
be ejected from the game, and an illegal pitch shall be ueclared.
EFFECT — Sees 1-7: Any infraction of Secs. 1-7 is an illegal pitch, with the ¢xception of
Sec. 3f which is covered separately. The hall 1s dead A ball is called on the hatter Buserun-
ners are entitled to advance ane base without liability to be put out. NOTE: If an illegal pitch
hits the batter. the batter s awarded first base and all runners are awarded one hase.
EXCEPTION: If the pitcher completes the delivery of the hall to the batter; and 1f the batter
hits the ball and reaches first base safely: and if all haserunners advance at least one hise on
the action resulting from the batted ball: the play stands, and the legal pich 15 nulhfied.

NOTE: Anillegal pitch shall be called immediately when o becomes illepal. If called
by the plate umpire, 1t shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the hat-
ter will hear 1. The plate umptre will also give **= delayed dead ball sienal If
culled by the base umptre, it shall be called so that the nearest ficlder shall hear
. The hase umprire shall also give the delayed dead bail signal. Failure of
players to hear the call shaill not vaid it

sec. 8. AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING, OR WHEN A PITCHER

RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN 1 MINUTE MAY Bk USED TO

DELIVER NOT MORE THAN 3 PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER TEAM-

MATE. Play shall be suspended during this time  For excessive warm-up qurhcs. a pitcher

shall be penalized by awarding a ball to the butter for each pitch inexcess of |

PLAY - 81 repluces Ft How many throws are permited for hts warm-up * RULING
Three The umpire 1s authonged 1o allow more throw: when the weather 1y ut-
clement ar when FI wus removed because of an ayury and S did not have
time to warm up before entenng If FI returns to prich in the same mming, no
additional warm-up pitches are allowed

See. 9. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT THROW TO A BASE DURING A VIVE
BALL. WHILE HIS FOOT IS . CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER'S PLA . ~1710R
HE HAS TAKEN THE PITCHING POSITION,

EFFECT - Sec 9 1 gal pitch, the ball is dead, a ballis called on the batter. and all runners
are awardea one base 1 the throw from the mitcher’s plate oceurs during a five ball appeal
play. the appeal 1s cancelied.

NOTE The pitcher may remove humselt from the priching positon by stepping
hachwards ot the pitcher's plate Stepping forwdard of adeways constitutes an
illegal pitch

o ryoc
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RULE 0, secTiON 10

Sec. 10. NOPITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN:
The pitcher pitches during the suspension of plug.e
The pitcher attempts & guick return of the ball before the batter has taken his position or
when the hatter is off balance as a result of a previous pitch.
A runner is called out for leaving a base prior to the pitcher releasing the pitch.
. The pitcher pitches before a baseruniner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been
declared and the hall i5 dead.
dFFElFE — Sec. 10a-d: The ball is dead. and all subsequent action on that pitch is
cancelled.

e. NO PLAYER. MANAGER. OR COACH SHALL CALL TIME, EMPLOY ANY

OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE
PITCHER COMMIT AN ILLEGAL PITCH.
EFFECT — Sec. 10e: **"NO PITCH'® shall be declared. The ball is dead, and all subse-
quent action on that pitch is cancelled. A warning shall be issued 1o the offending team,
and repeat of this type act by any member of the team warned shall result in the offender
being removed from the game.

PLAY — Pucher isin his windup when the batter, in an attempt to have the pitcher com-

mit an illegal pitch. raises hus hand us if 1o request nme. Pucher stops his wind
up. RULING — “NOPITCH" shall be declared.

Sec. [1. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT
WITH EACH PITCHER IN AN INNING, The second charged conference shall result in
the removal of the pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder of the game.

Sec. 12, IF THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER'S HAND DURING HIS WIND
UP OR DURING THE BACKSWING, A BALL IS DECLARED ON THE BATTER,
THE BALL WILL REMAIN IN PLAY, AND THE RUNNERS MAY ADVANCE AT
THEIR OWN RISK.,

s
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RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Slow Pitch)

See ', THE PITCHER SHALL TAKE A POSITION WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY
ON THE GROUND AND WITH ONE OR BOTH FEET IN CONTACT WITH THE
PITCHER'S PLATE. THE PITCHER'S PIVOT FOOT MUST BE IN CONTACT
WITH THE PITCHER'S PLATE THROUGHOUT THE DELIVERY.

a  Preliminary to pitching, the pitcher must come 1o a full and complete stop with the ball in
front of the body. The froz of the hocy must face the batter

h e o stwee must be maintained at least one (1) second before starting the delivery.

¢ The pitcher shall not be considered in prching pwinon unless the catcher is in position to
recerve the pitck

NOTE Teandicate to the pucher that he may not stant the pitch, the umpire should
rane one hand with the palm facing the picher "NO PITCH'' shall be
declaredif the pitcher piiches while the umpire has his hand in said posttion.
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RULE 6, SECTION 2

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any maotion that is part of his windup
after the required pause. Prior to the required pause. any windup may be used. The pivot fool
must remain in contact with the pitcher’s plate until the pitched ball leaves the hand. If a step
is taken. it can be forward or backward, provided the pivot foot is in contact with the
pitcher’s plate and the step is simultangous with the release of the ball.

PlAY — Fl has both feet on the pitching plate. He removes one foor by stepping
backward and simultaneously pitches ball 10 Bl. Bl does not swing at the
puch, RULING — Legal pitch. A step with the free foot is not required in slow
pitch, but if one is taken, it can be forward or backward as long as the pivot
foor remains in contact with the pitching plate until the ball is released.

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH 1S DELIVERED T0
THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION.

PLAY (1) —  The pitcher comes to a 2-second stop, takes the ball 1n his piiching hand over
the tap of his head, comes down and around in a windmll-tvpe action, and
releases the ball the first ume past the hip. RULING — Legal. A windmill
delivery is legal if the ball is released the first time past the iup and all other
aspects of the puching rule are followed.

PLAY (2) - The pitcher releases the ball during u piteh with his palm on wop of the ball and
with the ball fucing the ground, RULING -- Legal.

a. The pich skall be released at a moderate speed The speed 1s left entirely up to the judge-
ment of the wmpire. The umpire shall warn the pitcher who delivers a pitch with excessive
speed If the patcher repeats such an act after being warned, he shall be removed from the
pitcher’s posttion tor the remainder of the game

PLAY - Aper one warmng, Fl ugain delivers a pitch with excessive speed. Plate um-
prre arders that K1 must be removed from the game  Manager attempis to
change Fl 1o an outfield postion, but umpire rules that the prcher cannot par-
ticipate i any pasition for the remunder of the game. RULING — llegal FlI
shall be removed from the pitehing position for the remainde: of the gante but
mav panticipate ia the game inanv other posttion

b The hand shall be below the hip

¢. The balt mustbe delivered with a pereepuible arc and reach a hewght of i feast 6 feet (1 83
m) from the ground, while not exceeding @ manimunm height ot 12 teet (3 66 m) from the
ground

PLAY - Pitcher refeases ball on a pich to the batter, and 1 reaches a height of 15 feet
hefore beginung us downward flight towand the plate RULUING  Hlegal Prch.

d. The catcher must remain within the hines of the catcher's box until the prched hall s bat-
ted, touches the ground or plate, or reaches the cateher’s box
e. The catcher shall return the ball directly to the pitcher atter each pitch, except after a
strikeout, putout made by the catcher, or an attempt by the catcher to throw i runner out
at any hase aher tielding a foul ball close w the Tl line
PlLAY - Rl on first base Count on katier 15 no balls and one strike Batier hus a foul
huall which the catcher retrieves and gives (o the umpire The umpire gives the
catcher a new bull which he throws to the first buseman RULING - A ball s
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RULE 6, SECTION 3

awarded to the batter. In slow puch the rule applies regardless of whether or
net runners are on hase.
f.  The pitcher has ten (10) seconds 1o release the next pitch after receiving the hall, or after
the umpire indicates “play hgl!'.
EFFECT — Sec. 3eand f: An additional ball is awurdc'd to the batter.

Sec. 4. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDED:
o, He does not make any motion to pitch without innediately delivering the ball to the bat-
ter.
b His windupis a continuous motion
¢ Hedoes notuse a windup in which there 1s a stop or reversal of the pitching motion.
d.  He delivers the hall toward home plate on the tirst forward swing of the pitching arm past
the hip.
He does notcontinue 1o wind up after he releases the ball.
He does aot piteh the balt behind his back or between his legs.

Sec. 5. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE
ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE®S) UPON THE BALL, THE
PITCHING HAND, OR THE FINGERS: NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER APPLY
ANY FORFIGN SUBSTANCE(S) TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and control of the
umpire, powdered resin may be used o dry the hands. The picher shall not wear a bracelet or
sinubar type tem on the wrist or forearm of the prichig arm.

PlAY ) Pucher witl wape on puching hand. RULING — Legal  Slow puch puchers may
wear sweal bands on the piching ann and have wape on the hand or fingers of the
putching hand

PLAY (2 e pucher, holding the ball i his glove hand, delivers the puch from the glove
hand RULING - Hlegal puch He must deliver the ball with hus bare hand.

Sec. 6. AL THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING, OR WHEN A PITCHER
RELIFVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN 1 MINUTE MAY BE USED TO DELIVER
NOT MORE THAN THREE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER TEAM-.
MATE. Play shall be suspended dunng this time For excessive warm-up pitches, a pitcher
shall be penalized by awarding a ball t the batter tor each pitch in excess of three

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALLNOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE BALL
BEFORE THE BATTER HAS TAKEN HIS POSITION OR WHEN THE BATTER 1S
OFF BALANCE AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH.

NOTE tt s anategal piteh of a fielder takes a position n the hatter’s ine of vision or,
with detiberate unsportsmianlike intent, acts ina manner to distract the batter. A
pitch does net have o be released PENALTY The offending player shall be
crected from the game, and an illegal pieh shall be declared

FEFRCT  Secs 17 Aay infraction of Sees 1 7 o anallegal pich A ball shall be called on

the batter - Baserunners are not advanced

EXCEPTION 1t a batter swongs at any illegal pitch, i shall be a strike 1t nussed. foul npped, or

touled without being caught, and there shall be no penalty for such an iliegal pitch. The ball shall

reniun in play 1t hieby the bater 1t an dlegal pch s called during an appeal play. the appeal is
vaneelled

-_—
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RULE 6, SECTION 7

NOTE: An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. If called by
the plate umpire, it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the batter will
hear it. The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal. If called by
the base umpire, it shall be called so that the nearest fielder shall hear it. The
base umpire shall also give the delayed dead hall signal, Failure of players to
heitr the call shall not void it

Sec, 8. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN:

a. ‘The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play

b. A runner is called out for leaving his base before the pitched ball reaches home plate or is
batted.

¢. The pitcher pitches before a baserunner has retouched his base after a foul ball his been
declared and the ball is dead.

d. THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER'S HAND DURING HIS WINDUP OR DUR-
ING THE BACKSWING
EFFECT — Sec. 8a-d: The ball 1s dead, and all subsequent action on that pitch is cancelled.

e. NO PLAYER, MANAGER, OR COACH SHALL CALL TIME. EMPLOY ANY
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL 18
ALIVE AND IN PLLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TOMAKE THE
PITCHER COMMIT AN I1L.LEGAL PITCH.
EFFECT - Sec. 8¢ NO PITCH' shall be declared The ball 15 dead, and all subse-
quent action on that pitch is cancelled A warning shall be issued to the oftending team,
and a repeat of this type act hy any memhenof the team warned shall result in the offender
being removed trom the game.

PlAY - Referio the play following Rule 6, Sec: 10 Effect (Fast Puch).
Sec. 9. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT

WITH EACH PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference shall result in
the removal of the pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder ot the game

RULE 6. PITCHING (16-Inch Slow Pitch)

Sec. 1. THE PITCHER SHALL TAKE A POSITION WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY
ON THE GROUND AND WITH ONE OR BOTH FEET IN CONTACT WITH THE
PITCHER'S PLATE.

a. Prehnunary to pitching, the pitcher must come to a full and complete stop with the ball in
tront of the hody  The tront of the body must face the batter
b This positon must be maintmned at least one (1) second before starting the delivery
¢. The picher shall not be considered in pitching position unfess the catcher 1 position to
receive the pitch
NOTE- To indicate to the pitcher that he may not start the pich, the umpire should
raine one hand with the palm facing the pitcher “*NO PITCH' shall be
dectared of the pitcher pitches while the umgnre has his hand in said position

LA B
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RULE 6, SecTION 1

d. While the pitcher is in the pitching position, in the motion for his delivery, or in the act of
faking a delivery prior to a hesitation, the pivot foot must be in contact with the pitcher's
plate. After a hesitation, the foot may leave the pitcher’s plate during an attempted
pickoff or a fake throw, When the pitching motian is restarted, the restriction takes effect
again.

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any motion that is part of his windup
after the required pause. Prior to the required pause, any windup may be used. The pivot foot
Jist remain in contact with the pitcher’s plate until the pitched ball leaves the hand. 1f a step
is taken, 1t can be forward or backward. provided the pivot foot is in contact with the
pitcher’s plate and the step simultaneous with the release of the ball.

PLAY — Fl has both feet on the pitching plate. He removes one foor by stepping
hackward and simultaneously pitches the ball 1o Bl who does not swing at the
pich. RULING — Legal pitch. A step with the free foot is not required in slow
pich, bup if one is taken. it may be forward - backward as long as the pivot
faot renuiing in contact with the pitching plate until the ball is released.

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO

THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION.

a. The pitch shall be released at a moderate speed. The speed is left entirely up to the judge-
ment of the umpire. The umpire shall warn the pitcher who delivers a pitch with excessive
speed ! the pitcher repeats such an act after being warned, he shall be remaved froin the
pricher’s position for the remainder of the game

b The hand shall be below the hip

¢ The ball must be dehvered with a perceptible are and reach a height of at least six (6) feet
(1 83 m) trom the ground while not exceeding a maximum height of twelve (12) feet
{3 66 m) trom the ground

d  The catcher must remain within the lines of the catcher’s box until the piched ball is bat-
ted, touches the ground or plate, or reaches the cateher’s box

¢ The catcher shalt return the ball directly 0 the pucher after each pitch except after 4 .
strikeout or putout made by the catcher
EXCEPTION: 3e dues not apply when the batter hecomes a batter-runner or there are
baserunners

PlLAY - With RI on third base, the catcher throws 1o FS to pick off the runner afier the
pitch The runner is tagged before he retums to the base. RULING — The run-
ner iy out

1 The pitcher has ten (10) seconds to release the next puch atter recevang the ball or after

the umprre indicates play ball
Sec. 4. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDING:

a  He does not continue to wind up atter he releases the balt

b He does not pitch the ball behind his back or between his legs

¢ He does not comnut a thrrd hesitation before the mandatory delivery of a pitch, tegal or il-
lepal  Hewtations are detined as follows:
{1 Making any motion to pitch without immediately detiverning the ball to the batter,
(2} Using a wind up which 1s not a continuous motion,
{3) Using a wind up in which there s a stop or reversdl of the pitching maotion.

ERIC nagws sorreaL cuioe Vet H-49

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

1



RULE 6, sEcTION 4

(4) Not delivering the ball toward home plate on the first torward swing of the pitching
arm past the hip.

NOTE: () After a hesitation of the pitching motion, and before a restart of that mo-
tion, the pitcher may attempt or fake a throw for a pickoff with his pivot
foor still in contact with the pitcher's plate.

(b)  Runners may be off the bases without penalty during the delivery or fuke
delivery.

(c)  During the pickoff attempt of the pitcher, or the catcher following a
pitch, each runner must return to the base at which he was when the pitch
was started, and before he is touched with the ball in a fielder's grasp.

td) If the ball is overthrown. no runners may advance. If the overthrown ball
remains in playable territory, the runners are in jeopardy until they
return to their original bases.

NOTE: A throw toa base s not considered a hesitation pitch: however o fake to a base
is regarded as a hesitation pitch.

PlLAY — The pucher (a) makes one hesuanon, throws o 1B 1o trv 1o prek off the runner,
and when the hall is reramed. makes another hesttanon prior 1o pitclung; (b}
makes two hesitations, and as the runner tikes off for 2B. enher walks off the
pucher's plate toward the runner or sieps back off the pitcher’s plate and
throws 1o 28 to pick off the runner; (¢} throws to 1B 1o pick off the runner, but
the ball 15 overthrown o the stands: (d) throws to 1B 1o pick off the runner
but the ball is thrown bevond 1B into night field. RULING — (a) Legal; (b}
both dlegal puches, (¢) the ball s dead, and the runner must retumn to 18, (d)
the bali remamns alive and the runner 1s in jeopardy unnl he retums 1o 1B: no
advancement 15 legal during a pickaoff attemp.

See. S, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANYTIME DURING THE GAME, BE
ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) UPON THE BALL, THE PITCH
ER’S HAND, OR THE FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLLAYER APPLY ANY
FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and contral of the
umpire. powdered resin may be used to dry the hands. The pitcher shall not wear a bracelet
or simifar type item on the wnst or forearm of the pitching arm
PlAY Pucher wuh tape on pitching hand. RULING — Legal  Slow puch puchers

muay wedr swedt bands on the piching arm and hase tape on the hand or
fingers of the pitching hand

Sec, 6. AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING, OR WHEN A PITCHER
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN ONE (1) MINUTE MAY BE USED TO
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN THREE (3) PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR
OTHER TEAMMATE. Play shall be suspended during this ttme  For excessive warm-up
pitches, s pitcher shall be penahized by awarding a ball 1o the batter for cach piich in excess of
three (1)

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE
BALL BEFORE THE BATTER HAS TAKEN HIS POSITION OR WHEN THE BAT-
TER IS OFF BALANCE AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH.

&) ¢
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RULE 6, SECTION 8

Sce. 8. A FIELDER SHALL NOT TAKFE A POSITION IN THE BATTER'S LINE
OF VISION OR, WITH DELIBERATE UNSPORTSMANLIKE INTENT, ACT IN A
MANNER TO DISTRACT THE BATTER. A pitch does not huve to be released. The of-
tending player shall be ejected from the gume.

EFFECT — Sces. 1-8: Any infraction is un illegal pitch. A hall shall be called on the batter,

amd haserunners may not advance

EEXCEPTION. 11 a batier swings at any illegal pitch, u shall be a strike if missed, foul tipped,

or touled without being caught. and there shall be no penalty for such an ii’egal pitch. The

ball rematns in play it hit by the batter. 1fan illegal pitch is called during an appeal play, the
appeal s cancelled.

NOTE: An iliegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. IF called
by the plate ampire, it shall be called in @ voice so that the catcher and the bat-
ter will hewr it. The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal,
If culled by the hase umpire, it shall be called so that the nearest fielder shatl
hear it. The base umpire shall also give the delayed dead ball signal. Failure of
players to hear the call shall not void it

Sec. 9. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN:

a  The picher pitches during the suspension of play.

h. The picher pitches hefore a hiaserunner has retouched his hase atte - 4 foul ball has been
declared and the ball is dead.

¢ Fhe ball slips from the picher's hamd during his windup or during the hackswing.
EFFECT - Secs Ya-¢* The hall is live.

d  Noplayer. manager, or coich shall call tme. employ any other word or phrase, or com-
nut any sct while the hal s alive and in play lor the obvioas purpose of trying to make the
pitcher cammt an dlegal piteh
FEFECT - Sec. 9d. *NO PITCH™ shall be declared  The ball 1s dead, and all subse-
quent action on that pitch is cancelled A warmng shall be issued to the offending team,
and a repeat of thisty pe act hy any member of the team warned shall result in the offender
being removed from the game.

Sec. 10. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT
WITH EACH PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference shall result in
the removal of the picher from the pitching position lor the remainder of the game.

RULE 7. BATTING

Sec. 1. THE BATIER SHALL TAKE HIS POSITION WITHIN THE LINES OF
THE BATTER'S BOX,
a  The hatter shall not have his entire foot touching the ground completely outside the lines
at the batter’s box, or airy part of a loot touching home plate when he hits a ball fair or
foul
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RULE 7, sEcTION 1

b. The hatter shall not step directly across in front of the catcher to the other batter’s box
while the pitcher is in position ready to pitch.
¢. The batter shall not enter the batter's box with or use an illegal hat.
PIAY — Batter hits ball for a single with (a} a bat 35 inches long. or (h) a haseball bat.
RULING -- In both cases the bats are illegal. The hatter-runner is called ont,
and each runner is retumed to the base he accupied at the start of the pitch.

EFFECT — Sec. fa-c: The hall is dead, the batter is out, and baserunners nay NOT ad-
vance.

d. The batter shall not enter the batter’s bax with or use an aliered bat
EFFECT — Sec. 1d: The ball is dead; the batter is out; and, without wurning, he 1s
ejecied Irem the game. Baserunners may not advance. :

PLAY — REFER TO RULE 1, SEC. I.
¢. The batter must take his posttion within ten (10) seconds after play ball has been declared
i+ the umpire
EFFECT — Sec 1o I the hatter does not enter the hatter's hox within ten £10) seconds
alter the umpire calls "PLAY BALL." the umpire will call & strike. No pateb has to be
thrown. The hall remains dead.
NOTE. This does not pertain to an myured player. It a team has only the required
number of players and one cannot panticipate, the game i forfeited  (See rule
3, section 3g(3) play )
f. The barter must have both feet completely within the lines ot the batter’s box prior to the
start of the pitch He may touch the hines, hut no part of 4 foot may be outside the lines
prior to the pich

NOTE The umpire shoukd hold up the piteh antil the batter s within the Lines

Sec. 2. KACH PLAYER OF THE SIDE AT BAT SHALL BECOME A BATTER IN

THE ORDER IN WHICH HIS NAME APPEARS ON THE LINEUP CARD.

a. The hatting vrder of each team must be on the lineup card and must be delivered betore
the game by the manager or captain to the plate umpire: The plate umprie shall subout o
to the inspection of the manager or captain of the oppoving team

b. The hatting order dehivered to the unipire must he followed throughout the game. unlessa
pliayer 1s replaced by a suhstitute: When this oceurs, the substitute mast tihe the place ol
the removed plaver in the batting order

¢. The first hatter in cach mning shall be the batter whose name follows that of the fadt
player who completed a turn ar hat m the preceding thning
EFFECT - See 2h ¢ Bating out of order s an appeal play which may be ntinde by the
manager, player, or coach of the defensive team only  The detensive team forlents ity
right to appeal batting out of order when one legal or allegal pich has been misde to the
following batter. or when the pitcher and all inficlders have clearly vacated ther rormal
fickhing posttions and have left fair werrtory on their way to the bench o dugout area
NOTE The oltepsive team may correcta wrong hatter at the plate with no penalty
(1Y [t the error s discovered while the incorrect batter is gt hat, the correct batter miy

take hins place and Tegally assume any balls and stnihes Any runs scored or hases run
while the incorrect batter was at bat shall be legal

Q
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RULE 7, SECTION 2

() 1l heerror s discovered after the incorrect bater has completed his tuen at bat and
before a legal or illegal mitch has been made to the following batter. or before the
picher and all infielders have clearly vacated their normal fielding positions and

have left fair territory on their way 1o the hench or dugout area the player who
should have batted is put. Any advance o score made because of a ball baued by the
improper hatter of tecause of the improper hatter's advance 10 first base as 3 result
of ohslruction, an error, a hit batspian. walk. a dropped third strike. or 8 hasehit
Jhll be nuibitied The next hatter 18 the player whose name follows that of the player
catted out for failing o bai. If the hatter declared out under these circumsiances is
the third out, the correct bater in the nest inning shall be the player who would have
come to hat had the player been put out by ordinary play

iyt the error s duwovered afier the first legal or flegal pitch 1o the next bauer, or
after the pucher and all infielders have clearly vacated their nornal fielding posic
tons and have left fur werntory on thewr way 1o the bench or dugnut area, the turn i
hat of the incorrect hatter 15 legal, all runs wored and hases run are legal. and the
new haner i order shall be the one whose name follows that of the incorrect batter.
wo one 18 called out tor fafure to hat. Players who have not hatted and who have it
been called out have Tost their turn at hat until reached agasnn the regular order.

41 No haserunner shall be removed from the hase he s oceupy(ng (Except the hauer-
baserunner who has been tiaken off the base by the umpire s in (2) above o hat in
fis proper placey He merely nusses his turn al hat with no penalty. The hater
following hun sn the batting arder becomes the legal hater

P14} With RI o first. B7 1o nexton the batng hst, but B8 erroneously takes his

plave [he errorn diveesered by opposing team personnel and reponted 10 the
wmpnre or offical scorekeeper fa) gifter B8 has rec etved two strikes, (h) after
B8 has receved a hase on bhalls, (€) after B8 has hoea foul which 1s caught or
has muide o safe hit o advance R1L (ely after R1 s furced out af 2B and B8 15 on
first hase (o) after a pitch b bren detivered to B9 RULING - ™ (o) B8is
replaced v 87 wher assumes the ne ball. wo strike count Anv advancement
b RI om first v legal Inth) and 1) B7 v ot BA 1 removed from buse and
bty caatin with ao balls or strikes Ri must retur (o first I (d) B7ivour, Rl
iy rergrned o fir. BR s removed from first, and B8 bats agan with no balls
amed strikes i te) no oorrechon iy macde amd B7 and B8 donot bat avan undil
theor rexulur ime

4 When the thad out il an snumg s mide belore the bater has completed his tarn at hat, he
Whall be the Hirst hatter in the nest inmng. and the hatl and stroike count on him shall be
cangvelled
¢ The batang ondet tor wned otthal! shail atiesnate the sexes There are ao CRCCpIINS 10
this ruie
PLAY oD In o ed vame, leam 4 uses st madle and fowr female plavers for the first
theee enmngy e s detes ted by the wmpnre in the fowgrth inaing RULING This
o viedatton of Rude 4. Seo Oc. uned the game 1y farfeited

PLAY O oo ed game. leam B loi 4 e plaver. B8, followiny another male
plaver B7 an the hineup and the scorebook Pror .o BR butung hus first nme.
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RULE 7, SECTION 2

and immediately aftce B? bais the first time, the umpire notices the error in the
hatting arder. RULING: Since the actual infraction has not occurred. the um-
pire should replace B8 with B9 (a female pluver) and continue the game.

PLAY (3) —  Team stans the game with six male and six female players. oll pasitioned cor-
rectly on defense. After subsiinutions in the fifth inning, (a} the team plays with
sic males and four females in the field. No one from either ieam natices. (b)
Two males banted hack to back, and after one pitch 10 the second male baner,
the opposing team notifies the umpire of the improper baner. RULING: In (o)
there is no penalty. Correct the situation hy using the proper number of
plavers and continue 1o plav. In (h) this is considered an illegal re-entry, and
the manager as well as the pluyer listed incorrectlv on the hainng aorder are
ejected from the game.

PLAY (4) — Ina co-ed game, female #8 bars out of order for female #2 and singles. Male
43 has a count nf one ball when the defensive 1eam protesiy thar male #3 s bar-
ting our of order. RULING — As soon as one prich was thrown 1o male #3,
evervthing female #4 did was legal. Bring male 85 10 bat us the proper baner
and he wall assume the one ball cownt. Female #2 and male 83 will not ba
agair unnif thetr turn reappears in the batting order

Sec. 3. THE BATTER SHALL NOT HINDER THE CATCHER FROM FIELDING
OR THROWING THE BALL BY STEPPING OUT OF THE BATTER'S BOX, OR IN-
TENTIONALLY HUNDER THE CATCHER WHILE STANDING WEITHIN THE BATY-
TER'S BOX,

EFFECT — Sec 3 The ball 1s dead., the batter s out, and ezch baserunner must return to the

last hase that. 1n the judgement of the umpire. was touched at the time of the interference

PLAY -. (FP ONLY) With Rl going to third, B4 steps across home plate 1o hinder F2
who s fielding the ball or throwing 1o third RULING — The batter s declared
atd The ball becomes dead immediareh . and RE must rencen jo the hase o -
cupred ot the time of the pitch

Sec. 4. MEMBERS OF THE TEAM AT BAT SHALL NOT INTERFERE WITH A
PLAYER ATTEMPTING TOFIELD A FOUL FLY BALL.

EFFECT  Sev 4 The ball i~ dead, the batter i out, and ¢ach baserunner must return ta the
hase lega..y held at the ime of the pich

Sec. 5, THE BATTER SHALL NOT HIT A FAIR BALL WITH THE BAT A SEC
OND TIME IN FAIR TERRITORY. EXCEPTION 1 the batter 1s standing i the hatter's
box, 2 toul bail s ruled even if the hall (< hit e second time over Far ternitory
NOTE 11 the hatter drops the bat and the ball rolls against the barn tar territory . and.

i the umpire’s judgement. there was no mtenton to mtertere with the course
ol the ball _the batter is notout. and the hall s alive and i play
EFFFCT  Sec 5 The ball is dead. the better s out, and baseruaners may not ads ance

Sec. 6. ASTRIKEISCALLED BY THE UMPIRE:

a  (FP ONLY ) For cach legally piiched ball entering the strike zone betore touching the
ground and at which the hatter does aot swing

O
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RULE 7, SECTION 6

EFFECT - Sec 6a: (FP ONLY) The hall is in play. and the baserunners nuay advance
with tability to be put out.

(SP ONLY) For cach legally pitched ball entering the strike zane before touching the
ground or plate and at which the batter does nat swing. It ts not a strike if the pitched bal}
touches home plate and then s swung at by the batter. Any parched ball thar hits the
wround or pluate cannot he legally swung at by the barier. NOTE: If the batier swings and
misses the pitch prior to the ball hitting the ground ar plate, itis a strike.

EFFECT ~ Sec. 6a: (SP ONLY) The ball is dead. (EXCEPTION 16°* SP: The hall re-
mains alive, and interference could be involved.)

PLAY - (16" SP) Runner on 1B breaks for 2B during the pitch to the plate on a hit and
run sunation. The pitcher has thrown the pich shan of the plate, and it
howunces off the ground towards the catcher. The batter, seeing his nwner in
trouble, swings at the pitch and baseluts into the outfield. The runner from 18
scores. and the banter-runner stops at 2B. RULING: The batter is ot for in-
terference, and the runner retums o 1B.

b (FPONLY) Foreach legally pitchied ball struck at and missed by the batter.

EFIFECT — Sec. 6h (FP ONLY) The ball is 1 play. and the baserunners may advance
with hhlity to be put aut.

(SP ONLY) For cach mtehed ball struck at and nussed by the haner.

EFEECT -2 See 6h: (SPONLY) The ball is dead

¢ Fureach foul up held by the catcher.

EFRECT - See 6¢ (FP ONLY) The hall s in play. and haserunners may advance with
habihiny tobe putout The hatter s aut if (s the thied strike

EFFECT - Sec 600 (SPONLY)Y The batter 1s out of i 1s the third strike. The ball 1s dead
anany strike

t1e INCH SPONLY Y For each toul up

d  (FP ONLY) For cach toal bigll not legaliy caughton the fly when the batter has fewer than

two strikes
(SPONLY) For each foul ball not legally caught. including the third strike
e Foreach pitched bl struck atand nussed which touzhes any part of the hatter

Play With two sinkes. B3 swings at and misses o prich Bull sirikes his arm or per-
son RULING — B3 s out Ball bee omes dead.
t When any part ot the batter’s person or clothing i hit with his own batted ball when he is
i the batter s box and has fewer than two strikes
¢ Whena delivered ball by the pitcher hats the hatter while the ball 1 in the strike zone
FRFECT - See 6d g The ball i dead. and cach bas rumner must return to his hase
sithout habthity to be put aut

Sec. 7. ABALLISCALLED BY THE UMPIRE:

A FPONLY) For each legally pitched hall which does notenter the strike 2one. or touches
the ground betore reaching home plate, or touches home plaie. and at which the batter
dues et awang
FREERECT  Sec 74 tFP ONEY)Y The ball s i play . and baseranners are entitled to ad-
vance with Labiley 1o be put out
(SPONLY) Foreacl oty piched hall which does not enter the strike zone, touches the
proumd before reaching aome plate, or touches home plare, and at which the batter does
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RULE 7, SECTION 7

not swing. Any pitched ball that hits the ground or plate cannot be legally swung at by the
batter. NOTE: 1f the batter swings and misses the pitch prior to the ball hitting the ground
or plate, it is a strike.

EFFECT — Sec. 7a: (SP ONLY) The ball is dead. Baserunner may not advance. (EX-
CEPTION 16-INCH SP: The ball remains alive, and interference could be involved).

PLAY — The pitcher throws a high arcing pitch which (a) touches ground before
reaching the plate, or (b) touches the plate. In each instance the batter swings
at the pitch afier it hits the ground or plate. RULING: The batter has swung at
a dead pitch in edach situation. Ignore the strike. Had the batter hit safelv, the
umpire would nullify the basehit and have him rebat hecause he has swung at a
dead pitch. In each siwation a ball is awarded the hatter.

b. (FP ONLY) For each illegally pitched ball not swung at.
EFFECT — Sec. 7b: (FP ONLY) The ball is dead, and baserunners are entitled to ad-
vance one base without liability to be put out
(SP ONLY) For each illegally pitched ! all not swung at
EFFECT — Sec. 7b: (SP ONLY) tue ball is dead. Bascrunners may not advance.
EXCEPTION If the batter swings at the illegal pitch, the dlegal pitch 15 ignored.
c. (SP ONLY) When a dehivered ball by the pacher hits the batter outside the stinke zone.
d. When the catcher tals to return the bali directly 1o the pitcher as required in Rule 6.Sec e
¢. Foreach excessive warm-up pitch
EFFECT -- Sec 7¢ ¢ The ball is dead  Baserunners miay not advinee
Sec. 8. A FAIR BALL IS A LEGALLY BATTED BALL WHICH:
a. Settles or s touched on or over fair terriiory between home and first base or between
home and third base

PLAY - Buuted hail first hus home plate and. without touching any foreign object. sei-
tes on farr ground between the pucher's plate and home plae: RULING -
Fuor Bull

b Boundsor rolls past first or third base on fair terrttory

¢ While on ar over tasr tereitory . touches the person, aitached equipment. or clothing of 4
player or an umprre

d Touches first, second. or third hase

e. Farst fulls or s first wouched on or aver bar lermtory beyond first, second. or third hase
EFFECT - Seo 8a ¢ The ball inin play. and baserunners are entitled to advance any
number of bases with Lability 1 be put out Fhe batter becuines a batter runner unless the
intield iy rule apphes

f Whle over farr terriary . passes aut of the playving tield bevond the outfield fence
Bounds over any pan ol the first or third base hag. regardless ot where the hall his aler
going over the bap

h  Hits the foul pole above the fence level

Sec. 9. A FOUL BALLISA LEGALLY BATTED BALL WHICH:
a. Settles or 18 touched on or over foul terrtony hetween home and tirse base o1 between
homie and third base

Y
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RULE 7, SECTION 9

b. Bounds or rolls past first or third base on or over foul territory.

c. While on or over foul territery, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of &
player or umpire, or any object foreign to the natural ground and provided a fair ball
declaration had not been made prior to the ball entering foul territory .

d. First falls or is first touched on or over foul territory beyond first or third base.

e. Touches the batter or the bat in the taiter's hands while the ball and the batter are within
the hatter's box.

f. limmediately rebounds up from the ground or home plate and hils the bat a second time
while the batter is in the batter's box.

EFFECT - Sec. Ya.f.

(1) The hall is dead unless it is a legally caught foul fly. {f a foul fly 1s caught, the batter
Is out

(2) (FPONLY) A strike is called on the batier unless he already has two strikes.
(SP ONLY) A strike is called on the batter for each foul ball not legally caught, in-
cluding the third strike.

(3)  Each bascrunner must return to his base without liahility 10 be put out, unless a foul
fly 18 caught. In this case baserunners may advance with liability to be put out after
the hall has been touched.

Sec, 10. A FOUL TIP IS A BATTED BALL WHICH GOES DIRECTLY FROM
THE BAT, NOT RIGHER THAN THE BATTER'S HEAD, TO THE CATCHER'S
HAND(S) AND IS LEGALLY CAUGHT BY THE CATCHER.

NOTE. 1t 1s not g foul tp unless caught and any foul tip that 1s caught s a strike. In

tast piich, maditied, and 16+inch slow pich, the ball 1s 1 play. In slow pitch
the ball 1y dead

X3 4 hatted ball goes dicectly o the catcher, hiting his body or equiprent no
higher than the batter’s head, rebounds up in the air and s caught by any
fielder RULING - A dead bali and stnke on the batter

ERFECT - Sec 10 (FP ONLY) A strike s called, the ball remains in play. and bascrunners

miay advance with lahidiy 1o be put Hut

EEFECT  Sec 10 (SPONLYY A stk s called, the ball s dead
See, 1L, THE BATTER IS OUT:
«  When the third stnke 1s struck at, missed, and the ball touches any part of the batter's per-
son
FEeECTT The ball s dead
b When a batter enters the hatter's bax with, or s discovered using, an altered bat The bat-

ter s alsa ejected trons the game
«  When the batter enters the hatier's box with, oris discovered using. an illegal bat

SLAY REFFR TOPLAYS FOLLOWING RULE . SECS 1 4ND ]

d When ar entire toot s touching the ground completeh outside the lines of the batter’s pox
when he hits i batl Lair ot toul .
¢ Whenany part ot tootis touching home plate when he hits g ball e or foul

NAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE i n-s7
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RULE 7, sEcTioN 11

f. (FPONLY) When a called or swingeng third strike is caught by the catcher.

8. (FP ONLY) When he has three strikes if there are fewer than two outs and 1irst base 1s oc-
cupied. NOTE: Junior Olympiz 10-under any time the third strike is dropped.

h. (FP ONLY) When he bunts foul after the second strike. If the ball is caught in the air, it
remains alive and in play.

i. (SP ONLY) After a third strike, including an uncaught foul ball that s hit after two
strikes.

PLAY — With a three ball and two strike count. the batter fouls off the next puch in (u)
adult or by Junior Olvmypue plav. RULING — The batier ts oul in both (u) and
(h).

J- (SP ONLY) When he bunts or chops the ball downward

PLAY — (SP ONLY) R vn second. B2 chops down on a piched ball. FI throws out Ri

advancing to third RULING - B21s out for chopping down on the ball. Dead
hall. R11s returned 1o second

See. 12, THE BATTER-RUNNER OR BASERUNNER IS NOT OUT |F A FIELDER
MAKING A PLAY ON HIM USES AN ILLEGAL GLOVE. The manager ot the offended
teant is given wo options:

1" He may have the enure play nullified with each baserunner returning o his onginat
hase and the hatter-runner hatung over and assunung the ball and strike count he
had prior to the pitch he hit, or

2} He muy take the result of the play and disregard the illegal act

PLAY - 81 hus a v ball 10 FY Umpnre notiees that F9 caught the ball with a first
haseman’s mar RULING -- Remove the illecal prece of equipment from the
game Munager of the offercded team is grven the apnon of having the entire
plas nullified wuh the butter runner batting over and assurming the ball and
strike count he had prior o the pich he hie, or aking the result of the play and
disregarding the illeval caich

Sec. 13, ON-DECK BATTER,

a. The on-deck hatter is the otlensive play er whaose pame foliows the name of the baiter
the bating order

b. The on-deck hatter shall take a positon within the lines ot the on-deck circle nearest his
bench

¢. The on-dech batter may loosen up with no muore than two olticrsl sotiball hits, an ap-
proved warm-up bat, or a combination ot the two ~ not to exceed two Any detachable
piece placed on the bat must be approved by the Equipment Standards Committee follow-
ing a one-year period observed by members of this Committce. NOTE: the
*Pow RWrap'* attachment has been approved beginning with the 1991 season

d  The on-deck batter may leave the on dech arcle
t1) When he becomes the batter
(2) Todirect haerunners advancing from third to home plate

¢. When the on-dech hatter iterteres with the delensive player’s opportumiy to miake an out

) (
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RULE 7, SECTION 13

on a runner, the runner closest to home plate at the time of the interference shall be
declared out.
The provision of Rule 7, Sec. 4, shall apply to the on-deck batter.

RULE 8. BASERUNNING

Sec. 1. THE BASERUNNERS MUST TOUCH BASES IN LEGAL ORDER (L.E.,

FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, AND HOME PLATE).

]

¢

When a baserunner nr batter-runner must return to base(s) while the ball is in play, he
must touch the base(s) in reverse order.

EFFECT ~ Scc. la: The ball is 1n play. and bascrunners must return with liability 1o be
put out.

W hen i haserunner or batter-runner acquires the night to a base by touching it before be-
g put out. he 1s entitled 1o hold the base until he has legally touched the next base in
order. oras forced to vacate it for a succeeding baserunner.

When a baserunner diskodges a base from its proper position, neither he nor the suc-
ceedig runnerts) in the same sertes of plays are compelled to foliow a base unreasonably
out of pasition.

EFFECT - Sec Th ¢ The ball s in play, and baserunners may advance with liability to
be put out

. A binerunner shall not run bases in reverse order enthier to confuse the fielders or 1o make

atravesty of the game

EFFECT  Sec 1d The ballis dead. and the haserunner is out

Two buserunners may not occupy the same base simultancously.

EFFECT - Sec fe. The runnee who first legally oceupied the hase shall be entitled o it.
The other baserunner may be put out by heing touched wath the ball.

Farlure of PRECEDING runner to touch a base or 10 legally tag up on a caught fly ball,
and who s declared out. does not affect the status of 8 SUCCEEDING baserunner who
touches hases i proper order, however. if the failure to touch a base in regular order or
to legally tag up on a caught ly ball 1s the third out of the inming, NO SUCCEEDING
TUNNCT Ty SCOPe 3 run

PLAY REVER TORULE S, SEC 7

I

h

No runner may return o touch a minsed hase or one he had ledt too soon after a following
runner has scored

When the hall beconies dead. no runner may return to touch a missed base or a hase left
o soon 1f he has advanced. touched. and remains a base beyond the missed hase or the
base lettto soon. EXCEPTION - Enforce Rule B, See §) (2) 1f the defense tntentionally
i wws the ball out of play to prevent the runner from returning to a base

No cinner may returnto touch a mssed base or one he had left o soon once he enters his
Waniwiean 07 pench area

When a walk s issaed., all tunners must touch all bises i depal order (See Rule 8, Sec.
7t EXCEPTION)

Pray Inthe last of the seventh inming with the score ned. two outs, and bases full, B6

recenves @ walk 1o force RI 1o home plate. Because B6 assumes that game is

-
-
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RULE 8, SEcTION 1

over, he fails to go to first and leaves the field, RULING — B6 is out. Run does
not count.

k. Bases left too soon on a caught fly ball must be retouched prior to advancing to awarded
hases.
I, Awarded bases must also be touched in proper order.

Sec. 2. THE BATTER BECOMES A BATTER-RUNNER:

a. As soonas he hits a fair ball.

b. (FP ONLY) When the caicher fails to catch the third strike before the ball touches the
ground when there are fewer than two outs and first base is unoccupied. or anytime there
are two outs. This is called the third stiike rule. (Exception 10-Under Junior Olympic:’
The ball is dead and the batter is cut.)

PlAY — Bl has two strikes. The next pitch touches the ground in front of home plate
and hounces through the strike zone. Bl swings at the puch, and F2 secures
the ball in his min afier the first bounce. Bl advances 1o first base while F2
holds the ball. RULING - This ix the dropped third strike nde  The bater is
nat out, and if he heats the throw to first. he is also safe

EFFECT — See 2a-h: The ball 18 in play. and the hatter becomes a hatter-runner with
hiahility to be put out

¢. When four balls have been called by the umpire.
EFFECT - Sec 2c (FP ONLY) The ball 1s in play unless it has been hlocked  The
batter-runner s entitled to one hisse without lability to be put out

NOTE. (FP ONLY1 It the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally . all defensive
players must be stationed anywhere in fair t2rrttory . except the catcher who
must be i the catcher's hox, and the pitcher who must be ina legal piching
posinan at the start of each pitch 1t the defense does not positon atself i fair
terntory, the umpire shoutd call an illegal puch when the puch s thrown See
Rule 4. See 2 NOTE and Rule 6, See 7 EFFECT

FERECT  See 2e (SP ONEY) The hall s deisd  Baserunners may not adviance unless
torced 1t the pitcher desires to walk a hatter mtentionally . he miay do so by noufying the
plate umpire who shall award the batter first base I two batters are 1o be walked inten-
tonally . the second itentional walk may not be administered unul the fiest batter reaches
tirst bise NOTE The awards must be made imorder, not two at one time
FFFECT  Sec 2 (Co-Ed) The ball is dead  Onany walk to a male batter iintentional
or not), the next batter — a lemale - has her chowee of walking or hatting up until the first
puch
NOTE Should the female batter runner pass @ male hatter-runner when choosing to
walk, no out shail be called during this dead hall perniod - A male batter-runner
advancing to second without touching first base shall be called out1f properly
appealed
d. When the carcher obstructs, or any other lielder interferes with or prevents hun from
strikang at a prched bhall

O
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RULE 8, SECTION 2

EFFECT — Sec. 2d: (1) The umpire shall give a delayed dead ball signal. (2) If the batter
hits the ball and reaches first base safely, and if all other runners have advanced at least
one base on the batted ball, catcher obstruction is cancelled. All action as a result of the
batted ball stands. No option is given. (3) If the manager uoes not tuke the result of the
play. obstruction is enforced by awarding the butter first base and advancing ali oiher
runners only if forced,

PlAY — R1 on first base. The caicher touches the batter's bat prior to or during the
swing. Batted ball is grounded to F6 who furces R1 at second base. B2 reaches
first base safely. RULING — Since R did not advance at least one base,
obstruction is called, and the manager of the offensive team is given an option.
He may take the result of the play, or he mav accept the award for catcher
obstruction, in which case Rl would be awarded second base. and B2 would
be awarded first base.

¢ When a far batted hall strikes the person, attached equipment, or clothing of an umpire
or a haserunner on or over fair or foul ground. If the baserunner is hit with a fair batied
batli while touching a base, he is not out.
EFFECT — Sec 2¢: If the ball hits an umpire or haserunner (a) after touching a fielder
tincluding the pricher) the ball is in play (Rule 8, Sec. 9e): (b) after passing a fielder other
than the pitcher, and provided no other infielder had a chance to make an out, the ball is in
pliay (Rule 8, Sec. 9d); or (c) hefore passing a fielder without being touched, the ball is
dead In {c). if the baserunner is hit by the ball while off base. he is out, and the bauer-
runner is entitled to first hase without liability to be put out. Any baserunner not forced by
the halter-runner must return to the base he had reached prior to the interference. Whena
1atr ball touches a baserunner who is 1n contact with a base. the bali remains dead or alive
depending on the position of the fielder closest to the base

PlAY - wh RE on third und R2 on first. a ball butted by B3 strikes umpire who is: (a)
on fair terrory behnd third Baseman, or (h) hehund the pitcher but tn front of
an infielder RULING - In () hall remains alive since it has passed d fielder.
In thi, unless ball touches F1, it becomes dead, and each runner 1s sent 1o the
bave he occupied or io which he was being forced when the ball became dewd
e . RI remains on the 2, and R2 and B3 go to second and first respectively).

t (P ONLY) When a pitched hall not swung at or not called a strike touches any pant of the

hatter's person of clothing while he 15.1n the hatler’s box 1t does not matier if the ball
orikes the ground hetore huting hun The batter s hands are notio be considered as part
of the bat
EFFECT - See 20 The hall s dead. and the hatter s enntled to one base wathout habili-
1y o he put out, unless he made no effort tw avoud being hit §n this vase the plate umpire
calls either a ball or a strike.

Sec. 3. BASERUNNERS ARE ENTITLED 10 ADVANCE WITH LIABILITY TO

BEPUTOUT:

4 (FPONI Y1 When the hall leaves the pitcher's hand on his detivery

b When the hall is thrown into tar or fout terrory and s net hlocked

«  Onatar hatted ball that s not blocked

d  Whena legally caught fly ball s first touched

E \l}C NAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE , (1 i i-61
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RULE 8, SECTION 3

e. If 4 fair ball stirikes an umpire or a baserunner after having passed an inficlder other than
the pitcher, and provided no other infielder had a chance to make an out; or when a fair
batted ball has been touched by an infielder, including the pitcher. The ball shall be con-
sidered in play.

EFFECT —~ Sec. Ju-¢: The ball is alive and w play.

Sec. 4. A PLAYER FORFEITS HIS EXEMPTION FROM LIABILITY TO BE PUT

OuT:

a. If, while the ball s 10 play. he fails to wuch the base to which he was entitled before at-
templing to niake the next base 1f the runner put out is the batter-runner at first base, or
any other baserunner forced 10 advisnce because the batter became a batter-runner, this
out is a force oul.

b. If, afier overrunning tirst base, the batter-runner auempts to continue v second bhase

If, after dislodgmg a base. a baserunner tries 10 continue 1o the next base.

(16-INCH SP ONLY) A player may lead o!f any base with the risk of being picked off by

a throw from the picher or catcher If 2 throw from the pitcher or catcher results in an

overthrown or blocked ball, no runnery may advance Any runner advaneing on a pitch

not hit is liable o be put out 1f tagged belore returning to his original base

a0

PLAY - R1 leads off firv base and dadvances 1o second on the prich The ball iy thrown
by F2 10 Fed whotags R while R1 1y stunding on second bave RULING - R1
i out He may lead aff, but he must return to his base before being gged i
the ball 15 not hit

Sec. 5. BASERUNNERS ARE ENTITLED TO ADVANCE WITHOUT LIABILITY
TO BE PUT OUT:
4. When forced to vacate o base because the batter was awarded a base on balls
EFFECT - Sec Sav (kP ONLY) The ball remains in play unfess it as hloched  Any
haserunner attected s enttled to one base and may advance tarther at his own rish #f the
ball 1vin play
EFFECT  Sed Sa (SPONLY) The ball s dead
b. Whena ficlder (1) notin possession of the ball, (2) notin the act of telding a bated ball,
or (3) not about to reces e a thrown ball. impedes the progress of a baserunner or baiter-
runner who s Jegally running bases
EFFECT - Sec Sh When any obstruction oceties ancduding a rundowny, the umpire
will signal a delayed dead ball The ball will remain alive
(1) 1fthe obstructed runner s put out prior w reachimg the base he would have reached
hiad there not been obstruction, @ dead ball 1y called, and the obstructed runner -
and each other runner affected by the obstruction - will always be awarded the
base or bases he would have readhed, in the umpare’s judgement, had there not been
absgruction This baserunner would either be advanced or returned o the Tast base
touched  An obstructed runner may never be called out between the two bises
where he was obstructed Should anact of iterterence oceur following any obstruc
ton, enforcement of the intetference penalty would have precedence
(21 Ifthe obstructed runner s put out atter passing the base he would hasve reached had
there not been obstruction, the obstrusted runner will be called out The ball re-
mins alive
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RULE 8, SECTION S

(3)  When o runner. while advancing or reiurning to a base, is obstructed by a fielder
who neither has the ball not is attempting to field a batted or thrown ball, or a fielder
whu fakes a tag without the ball, the obstructed runner — and each other runner af-
fected by the obstruction — will always be awarded the base ur bases he would have
reached, in the umpire’s judgement, hed there been no obstruction. If the umpire
feels there is justification, a defensive player making a fake tag could be removed
fram the game.

NOTE: Ohstructed runners are sl regusred 1o touch all bases in proper order, or they

could he valled out on @ proper appeal hy the defensive team.

PLAY t1) With RI on thivd and R2 on second. R is caught berween third and home. As

R11s antemping to regain third, FS obstructs him. RULING — A delayed dead
ball is signaled by the umpire If R1 is tagged out, the ball 1s dead. obstruction
1y declured. and R) awarded third. If the ball is overthrown, R1 and R2 may
advance 10 home If R1 s awarded third, R2 is renemed 1o second base.

PLAY 12) The ball is hit 1o FY. Ay RI passes first bave. he is obsiructed while na play is

bemng mede on him. He 1s thrown out by a wide margin at home plate.
RULING - If. m the judement of the wmpire, R advanced bevond the hase he
woulsd lve made had he notr heen obstrucied. he 1s ot

PLAY 1) RI v on first when B2 iuts a ball between the nght and cewer fielders. In

rounding vecond hase, R1 fails afier colliding with the shonisiop, gets up and
contnnes toward fome plate. The refay throw from the second haseman to the
catcher arrves when RI ts abowt five feet from the plate R1 crashes imo the
fielder who v holding the ball Becawse of the collivon, the ball 1s dropped,
and RI weores Should the umpire call R1 owt? RULING: Yes. If RI had not
ravhed into the catcher, he probably would have been awarded home due to
the obsiruction by the shortstop, however, hecawse of the deliberate crash {in-
terferencel. the obruction iy gnored und the runner will be called out under
Kuie 8, Section 8s
t4) Catcher obstruction s covered under Kufe 8. Sec 2d.

UF ONE Y)Y When o wild putch or passed badl fodges moor goes under, over. or through
the backsiop

FEFFCL Sec Se The ball s dead Al baserunners are awarded one base unly  The
batter s awarded 1ist base only on the fourth ball

4 When torced tovade a base because the batter was awarded tirst base
th (PP ONLY)yFor bemg it by a pitched bl
12) bos being obstructed by the catcher when stiihing an i prtvhed hall
FEFECT  See Sd 2y The ball i dead. and each baserunner may notadvance
tarther than the base (o which he o entitled
i kP ONEY Y I wath a runner on third base tryving o soore by means ol a squeeze
plav or 4 steal. the catcher ot any other fickder steps on or 1 trant ot hame plate
without possession of the ball, or touches the batter or s bat, the prtcher shall be
Charged with an tegal pitch. the batter shall be awarded first base on the obvarue-
Q q - -6
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RULE 8, SECTION §

tion, cach other runner shall be  varded one base on the illegal pitch. and the hall is
dead.

PLAY —~ R1 is onthird base. A squeeze play is in progress, but as the bauer atrempis to
bunt the pitched ball, he is obsiructed by the caicher. RULING — Hlegal pitch,
and obsiruction is declared. R1 is awarded home plate, and batter is awarded
first base.

e. (FPONLY)Whena pitcher makes an illegal pitch.

EFFECT - Sec. Se: The ball is dead, and each baserunner may advance to the base to
which he is entitled without liability to be put out.

f.  When a fielder contacts or catches a fair batted or thrown ball with s cap, helmet, mask,

protector, packet, detached glove, or any part of his uniform which is detached from its
proper place on his person.
EFFECT - Sec. 5f: ‘The haserunners would be entitled to three bases from the time of
the pitch if a batted ball, or two bases from the time of the throw if a thrown ball, and in
enther case, they may advance farther at their own risk. If the llegal catch or touch is
miade on a fair hit batl which, in the judgement of the umpire, would have cleared the out-
field fence in flight, the batter-runner shall be awarded a home run.

PlAY . RIts omtsecond and RY 15 on first when B3 hus grawnd ball 1o F6 F6 fields the
hall, steps on second foo a force on R2 advaneing from firv, and then throws
wildyv 1o F3 F3 posves hes mut mto the air sinking the ball The ball bounees
wnter the duvowr RULING — R2 15 owr. Both R and B3 are awarded 1w o hases
each from their positons at the e the ball lefr the fielder’s hand  On thes
play the award for detached equipment and for an overthrown ball ¢oing out
of play. are the sume '

g. When the ball s in play and s overthrown (heyond the boundaey linesy or s blocked
EFFECT  Sec Sg AL rupners will be awarded two bases, and the award will be
governed by the positions of the runners when the ball left any tielder's hand i o
runnees are hegw een the same hiases, the award s based on the position ot the fead runner

EXCEPTION (1) When a fielder loses possession ot the ball. sach as on an attempted tay,

and the tall enters the dead ball area or becomes blocked. each runner s awarded one base

from the fast base touched at the timie the ball entered the dead ball area or became blocked

(2) 1t a runner wouches the next base and returns to his onganal base, the onginal base he leh

v considered the Lasthase touched ™ tor the purpose ol an overthrow aw.ard

PLAY ] RI and R2 are on second and first bases respectively B3 hs the ball 1 F6
who mufls v, reconers n,and then throws Late 1o F3 i an attemypy 1o reqire B3
RI and R2 reach third and second bases repecuvely RE aienys s 10 advanee
1o heme. thereby drawinme a thron from F3 which eees e the dugend
RUTING  Riand R2 wre awarded home . and B3 1y awarded thind

PlLAY 12 RI et first BY has crovend ball to FO F6 thips the ball to B4 for lorce ow on
Rl Relay 1o F3 fram B4 goesanto the dugout area B2 had alreads passed firse
have bejore relus way mede RULING B2 oy awarded third base Award of
hases o governed by the posiiion af each ranner and the Last base he has
towge hesdat the tome of the throw

O
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RULE 8, SECTION §

PIAY (3) —  Norunners on buse. Bl hits ball 1o F10 who throws it 10 F3 to force out Bl. Bl
is alreadv past first base when ball is released by F10. The hall bounces past
Fiand into the stands. RULING — B/ is awarded third base.

PLAY (4} — A thrown ball hits a bat or give Ising on the ground (other than the bat
divearded by the batter). RULING — (1) If the bat or glave belongs to the team
at Ien, it is ruled interference, and the plaver being pluved on shall be
declared out. The ball is dead, and all baserunners must return 10 the last hase
touched prior 10 the thrown ball hitting the bat or glove. (2} If the bat or glove
helongs to the team in the field, it becomes a blocked ball, and the overthrow
rule applies. (3) if no appareni play is obvious, no one is called out, but each
runner must retum to the last base touched at the time the hall hit the illegal
equipment of the offensive team.

h. When a fair bauted fly bail strikes the foul pole above fence level or leaves the playing
field in fair ternitory without touching the ground or going through the fence. Ut shall en-
title the batter-runner to a hame run, unless it passes aut of the grounds at a distance less
than the prescribed fence distances from home plate (as vitlined in Rule 2, Sec. 1), in
which case the batter-runner would be entitled 1o only two bases. The batter-runner must
touch the bases 1n regular order. The point at which the stands or fence is less than the
distance listed (Rule 2, Sec. 1) from home plate shall be clearly marked for the umpire’s
information.

EXCEPTION: Scc the note after Rule S, Sec 9)

PLAY - A farr hatted ball touches (a) F9's glove and goes over the fence in fuir ter-
ntory. (h) FY's glove and goes over the fence i foud werniory, (c) the top of a
fence railing and goes over, (d) the 1op of a fence railing, bounds o F9's
elove, and then goes over the fence in fair territory: RULING — A home run in
(ch. and a two-base fur o1 (h) e both fw and (d}. 1005 a home ru n fast pitch
and a four-base award in slow pitch

v When a tair hall bounds or rolls over, under, or through a fence. bounds over, under or
through any ohstruction marking the boundanes of the playing field; s unintentionaliy
caused to go out of play when it baunds off a defensive player; or 1s unintentionally caus-
ed to go out of play when it bounds off a baserunner or an umpire after Laving touched or
heen toached by a defensive player. or after having passed an tnfielder. ev<lading the pit-
cher. and provided no other infielder had a chance to make an out
EFFECT  Sec 5t The ball s dead. and all baserunners are awarded two bases from the
time of the pitch

1 1) When a live hall 1 ummtentionally carned by s fielder from playable termtory into

dead bail terntory, the ball becomes dead Facb baserunner iy awarded one base from
the Tast base touched at the tme tielder enters dead ball terntory

NOTE A fielder carrying a Ine hall into the dugout or team area to tap a player is

considered 10 have umntenvonally carnied ot there
(21 11, 1 the judgement of the umprre, @ fielder intenuonally carrnes, kicks, pushes, or
throws i live ball trom playable terrtory into dead ball terriory, the ball becomes
dead. and each bascrunner 1s awarded two bases from the Jast base touched at the time
the fichder entered or the ball was kicked. pushed, ot thrown mto dead ball territory,
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RULE 8, SECTION 6

NOTE: A dead ball line is considered inplay.

Sec. 6. A BASERUNNER MUST RETURN TO His BASE:

A, When g foul ball is illegally caught and so declared by the umpire,

b. Whenun illegally batted ball is declared by the umpire.

¢. When a bater, batter-runner, or bascrunner is called our for interference. Each other
baserunner shall return to the last base which was, in the judgement of the umpre, legally
touched by him at the time of the interference,

d. (FPONLY) When the plate umpire or his clothing interferes with the catcher's attempt o
throw,

PLAY — With R1 attempting 10 steal, umpire interferes with can-her's throw: RULING
= Umpire signals detaved dead ball. If R] is nn put out, ummre declares 4
dewd ball, and R1 mus return i the buse he oceupied before he inierference,

€. When any part of the batters person or clothing is touched by a Pitched ball that is swung
at and nussed.

f. (FPONLY) When batter is hit by a pitched ball, unless foreed.

8- Whenu foul balf iy ne caught.
EFFECT - Se¢ Ga-y
(1 The ball s dead
12)  Each baserunner mustreturn to his base withour babihity 1 be put out, except when

foreed 10 2o 10 the neat base because the batter became a batter-runner
(3) Noruns shall seore unless all bases are ueeupied
41 Baserunners need not touch the intervening bases jn returming (o bave. but muy
return promiptly: however, they munt be allowed sufficient ime 1o retarn

h. (SPONLY) Bane stealmg s not alow ed
EFFECT  Se¢ 6h Each baserunner may leave his biase  hen a pitched ball 1 balted,
touches the ground, or reaches hame plate, but must return v that base immediately afrer
eich pich not hiy hy the batter 116 INCH SPONLY; Baserunnery may lead ol priop 1oy
pitiched hall

L Whena caught tare Ny ball. including a line drive tFP and SP)y or bum tFP ONLY). which
can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effon, 1y intentiondlly dropped with fewer
than two outs and a runner on first base, first snd second. Hestand third, or firse, second,
andthird bises

Pla) REFER 1O RUIE 7. St Hh LEFEC)T

J- 010 Under Junior Olymprc Fast Puch ONLY) Under no condimon s 4 runner permitied 1o
seal o biuse when g piched ball s not bated. Fach baserunner may leave hiy base when
the ball feas s the mitcher™s hand, but the baf) s dead 1t not hit, and he mMUSt return to hys
base withou habiity to be put out

Sec. 7. BATTER-RUNNER ISOUT:

a (FPONI Y1 When the catcher drops the 1thid strike and he s degilly touched with (he hall
by a lielder beture touchig tirst have

b (FP ON)Y) When the catcher drops the third strike and the bail s held on first bgwe
belore the batter rupner reaches o
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RULE 8, SECTION 7

¢. When. after a fair » is hit, he is legally touched with the hall before he touches first
base.

d. When, after u fair ball is hit, the ball is held by a fielder touching first base with the ball or
iny part ol his person before the batter: runner touches first base,

PLAY - The first baseman has the ball in his right hand while lying on the ground. He
touches first base with his left hand prior to the batier-runner reqching first
base. RULING — The batter-runner is out.

e. When, after « fly ball is hit the ball is caught by a fielder before it touches the ground or
any abject or person other than a defensive player.

EFFECT — Sec. 7a-e: The ball is in play, and the batter-runner is out.

f.- When he fails to advance to first base and enters his team area after a batted fair ball, a
hitse on balls, o hit batsmian (FP ONLY), a dropped third strike (FP ONLY). or catcher
obstruction
EXCEPTION: In slow prich, the ball 18 dead on a base an halls, the batter-runner is out,
and runpers vithnot advance

PLAY (1) - Batter hits ground ball to pitcher. Prcher hesuates in throwing ball to first

buse. Baner-runner, assuming he 15 an “'easy ouwt, "' enters his 1eam area
thench. dugout. ere ) Pucher finallv throws o first base. but ball is not caught
by first baseman and rolls into the dugowr Butter-runner then leaves his team
ared and runs to first base RULING ~ Bater-runner is out

Pl4Y (2 REFERTORULE K. SEC 1)

g When he runs mtside the 3-fool (0 91 m) hine and, in the judgement ot the umpire, in-
terteres with the fielder taking the throw at first hise; however, he may run outside the
3 oot (0 91 n bine ta avond 4 fielder attempting to ficld a bated ball

h - When he nterteres with a fielder atempting to field a batted ball, nterferes with a thrown
ball. or tEP ONLY) interferes with a dropped third strihe  If this interference, in the
tudgement of the umpire, s an obvious aiiempt to prevent a double play. the baserunner
closest 10 home plate shall also be called out NOTE: A batter-runner or baserunner heing
bt with a thrawn hall does not necessarily constitute interference

1 When he nterferes wath a play at home plate in an anempt to prevent an obs sous out ot
home plate The runner 18 also out

Pl4) Noouts REon thurd base Batter s a ground ball o the first baseman and
then enterferes with first baseman's throw 10 home piate for a plav on Rl.
RULING - Batter runner and R1 are both dedlared out
1 When he moves back toward home plate o avord or delay a tag by a fickler
b When he kiisa tare batted ball with an altered or illegal b
EEEECT - Sec Tg-h The ball 1s dead. and the batter-runner is out Each other baserun-
e must return to the last base legally touched at the ume o or belore the illegal action
NOTE Inthe case ot an altered bat, the player s also ejected trom the game
I Immediately when he hus an infield fly, as declared by the umpire, with runners on first

and second or on first, second, and third with tewer than two outs. This iy called the IN-
LD FLY RULE

]
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RULE 8, SECTION 7

PLAY (1) — Umpire declares an infield fiv, but ball curves o foul area. RULING —~ An.
nouncement is reversed. It is not an infield fly bur an ordinary foul. Batter is
not out unless foul is caught. If caught, each runner must retouch his base
hefore advancing.

PLAY 2) — REFERTORULE |, SEC 40,

m. It an infielder intentionally drops a fair ball. including a line drive (FP or SP) or a bunt
(FP ONLY). which can be caught with urdinary effort with first; tirst and second; first
and third; or first, second, arid third bases occupied with fewer than two outs,

NOTE: A trapped ball shall not be considered as having been intentionally dropped

EFFECT — Sec 11h: The ball is dead. and each haserunner must return to the last hase
totiched at the ttme of the pitch.

PILAY - With one our and Rl on first, B3 hits a flv ball. F4 guides the ball into his
hands but mtennonally drops it in an attempt 10 complete a double play RUL-
ING — Umpire should timmediatels declare B3 owr Ball 1 dedd. Basertomers
may not advance.

n. It the immediate preceding runner who s not yet out itentionally interferes, 1n the um-
prre’s Judgement, with a fielder who is attempting to catch a thrown ball inan attempt to
coniplete the pliay  Interference sitall be declared, and the runner shall also be calied out.

0. (SPONLY) For excess over the-fence home runs as listed under Rule S, Section 9

Sec. 8. THE BASERUNNER 1S OUT:

a. When runmng to any base 1n regular or reverse order and he runs more than 3 feet (0 91
m) from a direct hine between that hase and the next one to avord being touched by the ball
in the handts) of a fielder

b. When the ball is in play and while he s notin contact with @ base, he 15 legally touched
with the ball in the hand(s) of a fielder

¢. When. on a foree play, a fielder contacts the base while holding the ball. touches the ball
to the base, or tags the runner hefore he reaches the base

d. When he tails to return to touch the base he previounly occupr=d when play s resumed
after suspension of play

¢ When he physically passes a preceding baserunner betore that runner has been put out
EFFECT  Sec Ra-e The ball 1van play. and the base runner is out.

PlAY . With RI on first. B2 iy a dowble A throw to third drives R back 10 second
82 has rounded second and discovers he has passed R He runy back and
finally reaches first wahout heing agged o RULING - B2 1y out ay sean ay
he pavies RI

f When he Jeaves his hise to advance to another base before a caught fly ball has touched 4
fielder. prosided the ball s retumed to an nfielder and properly appealed

PlLAY Novours RE on thurd bave B2 hus fIs ball 10 F7 F7 mospadges flight of batl,
amd it hay e on the shoulder. deflects i the air 1o F8.and s legally caught
by F& befare 1 huts the ground Rl wags up at third buse as soon as ball his 7

Q
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RULE 8, SECTION 8

on the shoulder but before F8 holds hall securely in glove. RULING — Legal
aedvance. Run counts. R may leave base as soon as ball is touched.

. When he fails 1o touch the intervening base or bases in regular or reverse order and the
batl is returned 10 an infielder and properly appealed.

PLAY (1) —  With Ri on firs:, B2 hits safely o right field. An overthrow ai first: () goes in-
1o the stands, (h) strikes the enclosing wall and rebounds 1o the coteher. In go-
g 1 third base, R1 nusses second base. He had passed second or was ap-
proaching second when the ball left the hand of F9. The ball is then thrown o
second for an appeal. RULING — i ta). of RI has reached second base by the
time the throw leaves the hand of F9, he 15 awarded home plate. If the appeal
I8 properly made, it should be allowed. and the run scored by R is cancelled.
Y R has nor reached second by the time the throw leaves the hand of F9, he is
awarded third hase. A proper appeal should be allowed and enforced. In (b)
Ri o5 ot on the appeal sinve the ball 15 not blocked. and no hases are
awdrded.

PlLAY 12) - REFERTORULL L. SEC 2

h - When the batter-runner tegally overruns first base, attenipts to run to second hase, and is
legally ouched while ot hawe

Pray BRI reaches firsesately. but in his on errion he bredks Jor second and then “gives
up " swhule far away from the hasehne RULING If Bl is anempunyg to reach
a bave, he must be pagged, but the ficlder s aor eapected to chase ine mito the
vudfield In the owtlined cove he 1y o for bemy o of the basetine

1 When runming or shding tor home plate and he tads m touch . makes no attempt to
return o, and i fielder holds the ball i his hand while tou hing sasd plate and appeals to
the umpire for the decision
EFFECT  See Bt
1 These are appedd plass. and the defensise teann Joses the privilege ot putting the
baserunner out 1f the appeal s not atade hetore the neyt legal or legal pich, or
betore the paitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated ther normal tielding posi-
Bans and have fete tair terriory on therr way to the beneh or dugout area

€23 1t properly appealed during i live ball, the baserunner s out $tem o 1) below covers
dead hall appeals

NOTHE Onappeal plays the appeal must be made betore the nest legal or tllegal pitch,

at hetore the defensive team has Tett the field The defensive team has “left
the field”” when the patcher and all mlielders hase clearly vacated their narmal
teldmg positions and have felt L terrtony on ther wity to the bench or
duront area
1) Onee the ball has been returned to the mtield and time has been called, any infielder
tncluding the pitcher or catchery, with or without possession af the hall, may make
averhalappeal on g runner mising 4 base or leaving a hase too soon on g caught fly
bali ‘the adunnistenng umpire shoold Achnowledge the appeal and then make a
decivion on the plav - No baserunner mav leave his base during this period as the ball
remans dead unnil the next pich

Qo qQe
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RULE 8, SECTION 8

NOTE: (4) If the pitcher has possession of the ball and is 1n contact with the pitching
plate when making a verbal appeal, no illegal pitch is called. (b) If play ball
has been declared by the umpire and the pitcher then requests an appeal. the
umpire would again call time and allow the appeal process.

PLAY (1} —  Runner R2 leaves second base too soon on a flv ball caught by F7. The ball is
thrown directly into the infield with an appeal made by F4 ar second base.
RULING: The ball has remained alive, and when the proper appeal is made,
R2is called ot

PLAY (2} — Runner Rl on second base and R2 on first base. Batter B3 hits a fiv ball 10 F7.
Both runners advance; however, Rl leaves o soon. Time 15 called. The pitch
er has the ball. and after the umpire recogmzed the appeal, (w) he annoances
100 the umpire that he wants 10 appeal R1 leaving 100 soon, (b} he carnes the
ball over and towches RI sianding on third base, (¢} he throws the ball 10 F4
who teuches second base, or (d) he fakes a throw toward third base, and the
runner steps off the base. RULING: In all cases the ball is dead, and no
baserunner may leave his buse The proper appeal is (a): however. th) and fc)
are acceptable. With the ball dead in (), there 1s no penaliy for the runner
stepping off the base.

j. When he interferes with a fielder attempting to ficld a batted ball or interteres with a
thrown hall 1f this interference, in the judgement of the umpire, 1 an obvions attempt to
prevent a double play and occurs betore the baserunner s put out. the immeduate suc-
ceeding runner shalt also be called out.

PLAY - With R on first. Bl huts the ball on the ground between firveand second Rl 1s
struck by the baned ball before u passes a fielder. or he hinders F4 i
throw 10 first RULING - R tv o, and the ball hecomes dead when the -
terference occurs. If the mererence dearls prevented B2 from heing put out
ar first, he alvo s ot

k. When he s struck with @ fair untouched batted ball in fair territory while nodm contuct

with & base and beture it passes an infielder, excluding the picher

NOIE See Bk When baserunners are called out for mterference. the baticr runner
v awirded first base and credited with a base hit
PIAY - RI s ta) betsween second and third or (h) touching second He s sinack by B

untoze hed batted ball before it pases a fielder. evclwdog the pucker RUL
ING  Ball becomes dead in @) and th) R1 s out i i) He oy not our i th)
The haiter runner icentuled 1o firg base in both caces

1 Whenhe mtennonally kicks a ball which anntield 2r has missed

m. When unyone, other thian another baserunner, physicidly assists hin while the ball s 1n
play 11 this assistance necurs prior 1o a caught or uncaught hatted 1y ball. regardless of
whether the batl s tair or Toul, a delayed dead balt call will be made. atter which he wall
he declared out 1 the ball s caught. the baner runner will also be declared out (NOTE
The ball i~ dead 11 not caught TFatae ball. award the batter runner one base. and i s toul
ball. the batter soall big apain

O
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RULE 8, SECTION 8

0. When the coach near third base runs in the direction of home plate on o¢ near the baseline
while a ficlder is attempting 1o make a play on a batted or thrown ball 2nd thereby draws a
throw to home plate. The runner closest to home shall be declared out,

0. When one or more members of the offensive team stund or colleet at or around a base to
which a baserunner is advancing, thereby contusing the fielders and adding to the dif-
ficulty of making the play.

NOTE: Members of a team include bat boy or any other person authorized to sit op

team’s bench,

p. When he runs the bases in reverse order (o contuse the defensive team or 1o make a
travesty of the game. (See Rule 8, Sec. 7j )

4. Ita caach mientionally interferes with a thrown ball while in the couch’s box, or in-
terferes with the defensive team's uppanumity to make a play on another runner. The run-
ner closest to home plate at the time of the interterence shall also be declared out.

r- When, after being declured out, he mterferes with a defensive player’s opportunity to
make 4 play on another runner The runner closest to home plate at the time of the in.
terference shall alvo be declared out.

EFFECT - See 8)or The ballis dead. and the haserunner tsout - Each other baserunner
mustreturn to the Jast base legally touched at the e of or hefore the illegal action.

NOTE When a runner atter sconing. mterferes with a defensive player, the runner
closest to home shall be called om
Play - RI on thurd buse and R2 on first base Buatier hats o sharp grounder to yecond

Pusemuan who tags R2 owr R2 then miereres woth the second baseman's at-
tempi to dhrow 1o firs 1o renre the batter-runner RULING  — Bail becomes
dead_and RI s alve called i Batier rinner 1 awarded firvt base

s Whenadetenstve player has the hall and the nunner remams on his teet and deltberately,
with great force. crashes inro the defensive plaver
EFFRECT - Sec 88 The runner is ot the ball 1 dead. and each other baserunner nust
return to the List base touched a the ame of the collsaion, unless Rule 8. Sec 8jor Rule 8,
Sec 8rapplhies

NOTE It the st s determined 1o be lagrann, the ottender shall he epected

Pl.4) Ihe catcher has recerved the ball and 1w (g 1 tus, the runner aitempnng to
seore The mnner delberatels rns i the catcher with grear force, causing
himcto drop the ball RULING  [hy runner s ont He s alses epected if the gt
o flagrant

U tEPONTY Y When he s 1o heep contact with the base to whicn he 1 entitied untsl the
ball feaves the prtcher s hand When a baserunner is leginatels otf his hase after a pitch
aras e result ot e completng his e at bat, and while the prcher has the ball
within an B toor {2 34 nn) rads of the picher’s plate. he must snmedsately rewren (o his
hase or attempt (o advance 1o the nec byse
th Fadure 1o mmedistely renirn to his base or proxeed to the next base ance the pitcher

has the ball within the 8 toor 12 4093 fdis of the pricher’s plate will result 11 the
haserunner beng declared out

Q 11)-.
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RULE 8, SECTION 8

(2) Once the runner returns to 4 base for any reason, he will be declared out if he leaves
said base. unless a play is made on him or another runner (a fake throw is con-
sidered a play). the pitcher no longer has possession of the ball within the 8-foot
(2.44 m) radius. or the pitcher relcases the ball on a pitch to the batter.

NOTE: A base on balls or dropped third strike on which a runner is entitled to run is
treated the same as 2 batted ball, The batter-runner may continue past first
base and is entitled 10 run toward second base as long as he does not stop at
first base. If he stops after he rounds first base, he then nust comply with Sec.
su ).

PLAY - With R] on second. B2 takes a called third strike for the first out of the inning;
meanwhile, Rl leads off second base afier delivery 1o the plate. Catcher
retumns ball to the pitcher who has it within the 8-foot (2.44 m} radius of the pitch
er's plate. The runner at this moment makes no attempt to move either way.
RULING — The runner must immediately return *o second or immediately ad-
vance fo the next hase. Falre to immediately retum to his hase or proceed (o
the next base once the pitcher has the ball within the 8-foot (2.44m) radws of
the pitcher s plate will resilt in the basen.nner being declared out.

u. (§P ONLY) When he fails to keep contact with the base to which he is entatled
until @ prtched ball touches the geound. reaches home plate. or is hatted EX:
CEPTION (16-INCH SP ONLY) Any runner may leave his hase as soon as
the ball 1s declared in play
EFFECT - Sec. 8t-u: The ball s dead, NO PITCH' 1« declared. and the
baserunner 15 vut.

v When he abandons a base and enters his team area or leaves the field ot play The
haserunner shall he declared out immedsately when he enters his team area or leives the
ficld of play

w. When he posttions himselt behind and notin contact with a base o get a running strt on
any fly ball The ball remains awve
Sec, 9. BASERUNNER ISNOT OUT:

4. When he runs behind or m tront of the helder and ourside the hasehine i order w0 avoud
snterfering with a fielder atempting to ficld the balt in the base path

b, When he does not run in 4 direct ing 1o a hase. provaded the fielder i the direct e does
not have the ball in his possesson

¢ When more than one fielder attempis to field a batted ball and the baserunner comes into
contact with the one wha, i the judgement of the umpire. was aot entitled to field 1he
ball

d. When he 1 hit with a fair, untouched bated ball that has passed an mfielder. excluding
the pucher, and. s the judgement of the umprre, no other infielder HAD A CHANCE TO
MAKE AN OUT

PLAY () - Wih Rl on second. BY hus ball belund Fo who v plaving in Baned ball
toeches R1 and o5 deflected 1o foul ground RULING — If the towching of Ris
accidental. 1 15 1gnored because batted ball has passed a fieller If Rl inten-
tonalh, deflected baned ball. umpire will nde wierference. wih ball becom-
ing dead and R1 being dedlared aul

Q
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RULE 8, SECTION 9

PLAY (2) ~ A batted ball strikes third buse and then caroms 1o foul territory where it

C.

-z

»

strikes R who is leading off third. RULING — Rl is out, and ball is dead.

When he is hit by a fair baned ball after it touches or is touched by any fielder, including
the pitcher, and he could not avoid contact with the ball.

When he s touched with a hall not securely held by a fielder.

When the defensive team does not request the umpire's decision on an appeal play until
after the next legal or iltegal piteh, or until after the pitcher and all infielders have clearly
vacated their normal fielding positions and have left fair territory on their way to the
bench or dugout area.

When a batter-runner overruns first base after touching it and returns directly to the base.
When he is not gaven sufticient time to return to a base. He will not pe called out for being
off base before the pitcher releases the ball. ©*No pitch’* will he called by the umpire
(Rule 6, Sec. 10d (FPyand Sec 8¢ (SPand 16-INCH SP)

When he has legally started to advance. He may not be stopped by the piteher receiving
the ball while on the piching plate, nor by the pitcher stepping on the plate with the ball in
his passession.

When he holds his base unttl a fly ball touches a fielder and then attempts to advance.
When hit by a batted ball when touching his base, unless he intentionally interferes with
the ball or a fielder making a play.

PLAY (1) - Wah Rl on second. R2 on first. and no owrs, B3 huts a ground ball or infield

N Ball sinkes Rl who is () near second, (h) standing on second. In both
cases ball has nor passed an mfielder RULING - In ta) R1 is out on either
npe of fut. In th) Rl s not owt on either vpe of kit, but ball becomes dead, and
all runners, if forced, advance one base withowt liabiliey to be put out. In both
) and (hy, B3 s owr on any nfield v I a 15 a ground ball, baner-runner is
awarded first base

PlLAY 12y REFERTORULE 8. SEC &k

m When he shdes into a base amd disladges 1t from s proper position The base s con-

sidered tohave followed the runner

FRFECT - Ser 9m A baserunner reaching a base safely will not be out for being off
that hase 1f it becomes dislodged  He may return without lability to be put out when the
base has heen replaced A runner fortents this exemiption 1t he attempts to advance beyond
the dislidged hase betore at ivagamn mn proper position

PlAY R shides into second bave  After he touches the base. he lowes contact ta)

n

becane the bave breaks loose from s fustening . th) becaise his foor stides off
the bave Fd touches lum while s foor v off bave RULING — In (a) RIis not
ot In th) RI tv out
When a tielder makes a play on a batter, batter-runner. or haserunner while using an il-
legal glove The manager of the aftended team is given two options:
th  He may have the entire play nullified with each baserunner returning to his original
base and the batter or batter-runner batting over again, assuning the ball and strike
euunt he had prior o the pitch he hit

Q .
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RULE 8, secTioN 10
{2)  He may take the result of the play and disregard the illegal act

Sec, 10, BASERUNNING (55-Over)

a. A COURTESY RUNNER shall be allowed once per inning for any reason. The courtesy
runner must be the last recorded out and must be entered prior to the first pitch 1o the suc-
ceeding batter. The courtesy runner is officially in the game when play ball has been
declared by the umpire. An ineligible courtesy runner is an appeal situation that must he
mide hefore a legal or illegat pitch to the succeeding hatter. PENALTY: The use of an in-
cligible courtesy runner shall result in the removal of the runner from the base and an out
being recorded on the player whom he replaced.

b. A *NO SLIDE, NO CRASH rule will be in effect at all hases. including home plate
Any and all incidents will result in an automatic out.

¢. A “RUN-BY" rule shall be in effect at first, second, and third hases, (c.g.. a player may
run past any base atany time) The runner shall be considered **<afe™* o long as he wrns
t the right after passing the base. Any attempt to advance ar 1 decoy the fiel-er cancels
the “‘run-hy"* rule, and the runner may be tagged out.

NOTE: A batter-runner van turn to the right or left after overrunming firy hase as long

as noattempt is made to advanee to second base.

d. Baserunners must touch the second home plate located adjicent 1o the right_handed
batter’s box in order to be safe at home. A baserunner may be relired al home plate ona
non-force siluation without a tag. The defensive player only has to hold the ball while
touching the original home plate. If the bascrunner touches the original home plate, he
will be out if appealed by the defensive team.

e. Once a baserunner crosses a line 20 feet from home, he cunnat return to third base,
PENALTY: The bascrunner will be catled out if he returns,

RULE 9. DEAD BALL - BALL IN PLAY

Sec. . THE BALL IS DEAD AND NOT IN PLAY:
a  Whena hall i baned aliegally

PLAY - RU s on first base B2 dllecally bats the ball towards Fo. and F4 obstructs RY
advaniing 1o second base RULING -- Ball becames dead when B2 tlegath
butted 1t B2 1s out. and R1 must returm 1o firse base

b When the batter sieps trom are hox (o the other when the pitcher 1 teady to prch

¢. When a hail s pitched diegally

EXCEPTION: Sec e (FP ONLY ) It the pitcher completes the delivery of the hall to the
hatter and the batter hits the ball and reaches first base sately. and 1f all other baserunners
advince at least one base, then the play stands, and the pitch s no longer illegal EXCEP-
TiON Sec le (SPONLY) H the batier swings atan llegal puch. the play stands, and
the pitch s no tonger illepat

When “NOPHTCH " i declared

¢. Whena pitched bali touches any part of the batter s person or clothing. whether the b i

struck at or not
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RULE 9, secTiON 1

PlLAY ~ Bl swings ar a pitched ball, and the ball hits his hand while holding the bat.

RULING — Strike shall be called, and the ball is dead. The hand is not con-
sidered pan of the bat.

. Wheaa foul ballis declared.

£. When the otfensive team causes the interference
(1} When a batter-runner intentionally strikes a fair ball a second time, strikes it with a

thrown hat, or deflects its course in any way while running to first base.

(2)  When a thrown ball is intentionally touched by a coach or on-deck batter.

(3} When a fair ball strikes a runner (not in contact with a base) or umpire before
touching ananlielder, including the pitcher or before passing an infielder, other than
the pitcher

(4)  When the batter interferes with the catcher or other defensive player at home plate.

(5)  Whena member of the offensive team intentionally interferes with a live ball.

(6)  When i runner intentionally kicks a ball which a fielder has missed.

h. When the ball 15 outstde the established bounditries of the playing area A ball is ¢con-
«udered *outside the playing field” when it touches the graund, persan on the ground, or
object outsade the playing area.

PlLAY — RI is on third. B3 at bat with one out s a fIv ball which FS catches in the
field of play FS's momentum canses him to go into a dead ball area such as a
bench, a dugout. the stands, or the area bevond the chalk line or proe-game
determined imagiary line. RULING ~ Ball 15 dead as soon av FS enters the
dead hall area with tt- Rl s awarded one have, and B3 1s ot

11 an accudent to a batter-runner or baserunner prevents him from proceeding to any
basets) which he v awarded A substitute runner will be permitted for the batter-runner
or haserunner and will be allow ed to proceed to any awarded bas(y)

Play Batter hits ball over the fence for a home run but fulls down as he attempis to

advance to first base He s ingured and unable to continue 1o plav. RULING —
Subsiunte runner will be permitted for batter-runner and will be allowed 10
circle the bases so that the home run may he allowed

1 (SPONLY) When the hatter hunts or chaps the priched hali

PlAy REFFER TORULE 2. SEC 1in

b FPONLY) When a wild prch or passed hall hedges i oor goes under. over, or through

the bachsop
W hen enne is called by the aanpire

m Whenany part of the hatter s person or clothing s hit with his own hatted ball when he is

i the hatter’s box

n When g baserunner runs bases in reverse arder eithet o confuse the fielders or 1o make a
travesty of the game
0o Whenthe hatter 1s hit hy a pached hall
P When, i the judgement of the umprre. the coach near third hiase runs 1n the wirection of
home plate on or near the haselme while the fielder s attempting 1o make a play on a bat-
ted or thrown ball, and thereby driaws g throw to home plate
O AGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE l KF -7s

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



RULE 9, secTiON 1

4. (FP ONLY) When the plate umpire or his clothing or paraphernalia interferes with the
catcher’s attempt to throw.
r. . When one or more members of the offensive team stand or collecet at or around a base to
which a haserunner is advancing. therehy confusing the fielders and adding 10 the dif-
ficulty of making a play.
5. (FPONLY) When a baserunner fails 1o keep contact with the base 1o which he is enintled
until a legally pitched ball has been released.
1. (SPONLY) When a baserunner fails to keep contact with the Fase to which he is entitled
until a fegally pitched hall touches the ground, reaches home plate, or is hatted.
u. (5P ONLY) Afier each ball or sirike or a pitched ball hitting the ground or plate.
EXCEPTION: The hall remains alive in 16-inch slow pitch,
When a blocked ball is declared.

. When a batter enters the batter's box with, or is discovered using, an altered bat
When a batier enters the batter's box with, or is discovered usig. an itlegal bat.
When a caught fair fly ball, including a line drive (FP and SP) or bunt (FP ONLY), which
¢in be handled by an infiekder with ordmary effon, 1s intentionally dropped with fewer
than two outs and a runner on first base; first and second: first and third, or first, second,
and third hises.

PlAY ~ REFERTORULE 7, SEC 1 1h.

2. When a fielder carries i by e hall into dead ball territory
EFFECT - Sec a-2: The hatter or baserunners may not advance on d dead hall unless
awarded a hise or bases hy rule

an When time has been called for a dead ball appeal

PLAY — REFER TORULE 8, SEC. 8 (4) AND PLAY 2
ab. (10-Under JO Fast Pitch Only) When a pitched ball s not hatted.

Sec. 2. THE BALLISINPLAY:
. Atthe start of the game and each hatf inning when the pitcher has the ball while standing
11 s pitching position and play ball has been declared by the umpite
b When the inticld 11y rule is enforced

PlLAY - With onc owt. RI 5 on second and R2 on first when B4 s an nfield fly
Buaseriunners are of the ammion two dre oul. and theyv start running s soon as
the bail s it F3 fatls 1o catch the mfield fiv. and both runners cross home
plate. RULING - B4 s owt for hatung infield fIv. bt nens < auni sine e runners
melv advinie e at thetr own risk

¢ When a thrown hall goes past g fielder and remains in playable terrstory

d When a tair ball strikes an umptre or haserunner on fair ground after touching an .-

ficlder, incinding the pitcher . or aher passing an infielder, excluding the pitcher. and pro-
vided naother infielder had a chance 10 make an owt
- When a tair hatted ball sirikes an umpire on foul ground

f When any runner has reached the base to which he s entitled f the trielder fields a hatted

ar thrown hall with illegal equipment

g When a haserunner s called out for pasang a preceding runnier

T xg s

)
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RULE 9, SECTION 2

h. When a fair ball is legally batted.

i. When a baserunner must return in reverse arder while the ball is in play.

j- When a batter-runner or baserunner acyuires the right to a base by touching it before be-
g put aut.

k. When a base is dislodged while baserunners are peogressing around the bases.

1. When a runner runs more than 3 feet (0.91 m) from a direct line between any base and the
next one in regular or reverse arder 1o avoid being touched by the ball in the hand(s) of a
ficlder.

m. When a runner is tagged or foreed aut.

n. When the umpire calls a baserunner aut for failure to return and wuch a base when play is
resumed after 4 suspensian of play.

a. When g live ball appeal play is legally heing made.

p- When the batter iegally hits the ball.

4. When a live ball strikes a phutographer. groundskeeper, policeman, eic., assigned o the
game.

Pl4Y — Bl hus a line shor which hus first base, ricochets off the bug. and hits a
photographer who s assigned 1o 1ake prctures of the game. Pitcher bucks up
plav and throws our Bl advancing 1 second. RULING — Bl is out. Ball re-
mans i plav when 1 sinkes a phowographer who has been assigned to the

Cane
r - Whena bur or toul ly hall has been legally caught
s Whena thrown hall strikes an offensive player

11 the batter drops the bat and the ball rolls agamnst it in far terrtory and. in the judgement
of the umpire, there was no intenbion 1o interfere with the course of the ball. The bauer-
runner is not out, and the ball 1s alive and in play.

u Whena thrown ball sirikes an umpire

When a play s or s not being made on an obstructed runner. or 1f the batter-runner is
obstructed betare be touches first bese

w  Whon athrown ball sirikes a coach

« (FPand 16-INCH SP ONLY) When a ball has been called on the batier When four balis
haw e een called, the hatier may not be put out before he reaches first hase

(FPand 16-INCH SP ONLY) When a strike has been called on the hatter

-

v
¢ (FPand 16 INCH SP ONLY) When a foul up has been fegally caught
PlLAY - Dows the ball become dead after a foul up. and may there be a foul 1ip which is

not caught > RULING -- The ball does not become dead on a foul tip. and a °
runner may advance or be pur out the same as after any sinke To be a foul tip,
the ball must be caught by the catcher

a (SPONLY) As long as there 1voa play as a result of a hit by the hatter -runner Thes in-
cludes @ suksequent appeal play

ab (FPand 16-INCH SP ONLY) U the ball ships trom a pitcher s hand during his windup or
the hackswing

ac Whenever the ball i pot dzad. as provided in See 1 of this rule
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RULE 9, SECTION 3

Sec. 3. DELAYED DEAD BALL. There are six situations when a violation of the rule oc-

curs, it is recognized by an umpire, and the ball remains live until the conclusion of the play.

These situations are:

a. Anillegal pitch (Rule 6, Sections 1-8)

h. Catcher's obstruction (Rule 8, Section 6d)

¢. Plate umpire interference (Rule 8, Section &)

d. Obstruction (Rule 8, Section 5h}

e. Bated or thrown ball hit with detached equipment (Rule 8, Section 5¢)

f. Runner at third or first basc assisted by a coach on a tag up (Rule 8. Section Bm)

NOTE: Once the entire play is completed in each situation, the proper enforcement
should be made. In (e). a double play could be called. One out on the coach
assisting the runner and the secand out on the caught batl.

Sec. 4, (SP ONLY) THE BALL REMAINS ALIVE UNTIL THE UMPIRE CALLS
TIME, WHICH SHOULD BE DONE WHEN THE BALL IS HELD BY A PLAYER IN
THE INFIELD AREA AND, IN THE JUDGEMENT OF THE UMPIRE, ALL PLAY
HAS CEASED.

RULE 10. UMPIRES

NOTE: Fasture of umpires to adhere to Rule 10 shall not be grounds for protest: These
are guidelines for umpires.

Sec. 1. POWER AND DUTIES. The umipires are the representatives of the league or
organization by which they have been assigned to a particular game and. as such, are
authorized and required to enforce each sectton of these rules They have the power to order
a player, coach, captam, or nanager to carry out or to omit any act which. in their judge-
ment. is necessary to give force and effect to one or all of these rules, and to inflict penaities
as herein prescribed. The plate umpire shall have the authonty to make decisions on any
situations not specifically covered in the rules. THE FOLLOWING IS THE GENERAL IN-
FORMATION FOR UMPIRES:

a. The umpire will not be 2 member of edher team (1 e . player, coach. manager. olficer.
SCOFCT, OF \pONNIr)

b. The umpire should be sure of the date, tme, and place of the game and should arrive at
the playing field 20-30 nunutes ahead of tsme, start the game at the designated tme, and
lcave the field when the game 15 over. His jutisdiction begins when he enters the field w0
cheek the bats and ends when he leaves the field following the completion of the gany

¢. The male and female umpire shalt wear a powder blue, short-sleeve shirt; dark navy hlue
stucks; and i cap with white ASA letters on the front. All other paraphernalia (i e | socks,
ball bag. jacket, and/or sweater) must also be dark navy blue, and the shoes and belt must
be black for both male and female umpires. A t-shirt is optional to wear under the powder
blue shirt: however, if one is worn, it must be white. The plate umpire in fast puch
MUST wear a black mask with a hlack throat protector (An extended wire protector may
be worn 1n lieu ol a throat protector on the mask ) Body protectors are recommended for
umpires in fast pitch and are optional in slow pitch

d  The umpires should introduce themselves to the captains, managers, and scorers.

¥
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RULE 10, secTioN 1

¢. ‘The umpires should inspect the playing field boundaries and equipment and ¢larify all
ground rules for the representatives of both teams.

f. Each umpire will have the power to make decisions on violations committed anytime
during playing tink or during suspension of play.

2. No umpire has the authority to set aside or question decisions made by another umipire
within the limits of his respective duties as outlined in these rules.

h. An umpire may consult his associate(s) at any time: however, the final decision will rest
with the umpire whose exclusive authority it is to make the decision and who requests vie
opinion of the other umpire(s).

i. In order to define ''respective duties,’’ the umpire whose primary responsibility is the
judging of balls and strikes will be designated as the PLATE UMPIRE, while the umpire
whose primary responsibility is the rendering of base decisions will be designated a-, the
BASE UMPIRE,

i. The plate umpire and base umpire will have equal authority to:

(1) Call a runner out for leaving a hase too soon.

(2)  Call TIME for suspension of play.

(1 Eject a player, coach, manager. or other team member froom the game for violation
Of rules or flagrant misconduct.

(4} Call all illegul pitches.

k. The umpire will declare the batter or runner out. without waiting for an appeal for
stich deciston, in all cases where such player s retired in accordance with these rules.

NOTE: Unless appealed to, the umpire will not call a player out for failure to touch a
base, for leaving a base too soon on a caught fly hall, for batting out of order,
or for making an attempt to go to second after reaching first base, as provided
1 these ruies

The umprre will not penalize a team for infraction of a rule when simposing the penalty
would be to the advantage of the olfending team

Sec. 2. THE PLATE UMPIRE SHOULD:

a. Take a posiion behind the cateher He wall have full charge of and be responsible for the
proper conduct of the game.

b Call all balls and strikes, unless he requests the help of another umpire

¢ By agreerent and in cooperation with the base umpire, makes decisions on plays, fair or
foul balls, and legally or illegaliy caught balls. On pluys which would necessitate the base
umpire leaving the infield in a two umpire system, the plate umpire will assume the duties
normally required of the base umpire

d  Deternune and declare whether:
(1) A batter bunts or chops a ball
(2) A batted ball touches the person or clothing of the batter
() A fly balls aninfield or an outtield fly

¢ Render hase decisions as indicated 1n the Umpire s Manual
f  Determine when a game is forfeited
g€ Assunw all dunies when assigned as a single umpire to a game
o i
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RULE 10, secTiON 3

Sec. . THE BASE UMPIRE SHOULD:
a. Take such positions on the playing field as outlined in the Unmypnire 's Manuul,
b. Assist the plate umpire in every way to enforce the rules of the game.

Sec. 4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF A SINGLE UMPIRE. [f only one umpire is assigned,
his duties and jurisdictions will extend to all points. The umpire's starting position for each
pitch should be fram behind home plate. On each batted ball or play that develops, the umpire
must mave out from behind the plate and into the infield to obtain the best pusition for any
play that develops.

Sec. §. CHANGE OF UMPIRES, Teams may not request a change of umpires during a
game unless an umpire is incapacitated by injury or illness

Sec. 6, UMPIRE'S JUDGEMENT, There will be no appeal on any decision of any um-
pire on the grounds that he was not correct in his conclusion as to whether a batted ball was
fai* or foul. a runner safe ar out, a pitched ball a bal! or strike, ar on any play involving ac-
curicy of judgement; and no decision rendered by any umpire will be reversed except when
he is convinced it is in violation of one of these rules. In case the manager, acting manager. or
captain of either team does seck reversal of a decision based solely an a paint of rufes, the
umpire whose decision is in guestion wall, if in doubt, canfer with his associate(s) before tak-
ing any action; but ander na circumstances will any player or person, other than the manager,
acting manager, or capiatn of either team. have any legal right 1o protest any decision and
seek its reversal on a chum that 1t v in confhiet with these rules.

3. Under no circumstinces will any unigire seek to reverse a deciskon made by an associate, nor
will 2ny umpire cnticize or interfere with the duties of his associate(sy unfess asked to do w

b.  The umpire inchief may rectify any situiation in which the reversal of an umpire's decision or a
delayed call by an umpire places a batter-runner, a baserunner, ot the defensive team in jeopar-
dy This correction is not possible after one legal or diegal pitch has been thrown, or after
the pitcher and all infizlders have clearly vacated their normal ficlding positions and have
left fair terntory on their way to the bench or dugout area

PLAY - With RI en first lxase and fewer than two okt the runner attemgns 1o steal second
on the pitch (FP ONLY) The catcher throws to second base as the plate wrgire
calls hall four. The thrmwe is in ime, wud the base wynre calls the runner out As
the naer (R1) leaves for the dugowt, the base umynre realizes B2 has four halis
wuld Rl is enmled 1o secorud base  The defense wigs Rl when he leaves the base
Heul the wynre now called Rl ewd, he wendd not have lefi the hase RULING —
Place R on seconud base and B2 on first base

Sev. 7. SIGNALS:
a. SAFE — Bady upright, cyes an the ball, and anns extendka! striught out with the palms down
A verbal call of "SAFE™ s made as the amis are snapped to this posihion from the upper chest

b. SAFE SELL — The same as the safe call, but as the anms are extended straight out with the

palms dawn, a step should be taken towards the play

¢. OUT — Body upnght, eyes on the ball, and right anm extended straight up as an extension of

the shoukder Ay we come ta the HAMMER position, the elbaw 1s bent at a 90 * angle and the
fist chned with the fingers facing the night ¢ar The lefi ann should be brought 1o the mad-

ol 11
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RULE 10, secTioN 7

section uf the budy. A verbal call of "OUT'* is made as the right ann is extended high into the
air and continuad as the arm drops into the HAMMER pusition.

OUT SELL — Come lo upright position and take a step with left foot directly at the play. Your
head should remain in position looking at the play as the upper torso tums perpendicularly from
the play. Raise right arm with an open hand behind your head into a throwing position as you
shuffle your right foot behind the lefi. Plant right foot and transfer weight. bringing right arm
over the top of your head with a closed fist, and make a vigorous OUT call. Finish call by
transferring your weight to the left fot while bringing the right fiot forward and paratlel to the
left.

STRIXFE, — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and right arm extended Mraight up as an extension
of the shoulder. As we come 1o the HAMMER msition, the elbow is bent at a 90° angle, and
the fist is closed with the fingers facing the right ear. The left arm should be brought to the mid-
section of the body. A verbal call of “STRIKE' is made as the right arm is extended high into
the air and continued &s the arm drops into the HAMMER puosition.

FAIR BALL — Body upright, eyes on the ball. and point toward fair territory with the arm
that is toward the infield. There is no verhal call on a fair hall. and if the umpire is wearing a
mask, it should be in the left hard.

FOUL BALL. — On all foul balls except a caught foul fly ball, the ball 1s DEAD, and the
DEAD BALL signal should be given preceding the foul ball signal. For the FOUL BALL
signal, body should he upright, eyes on the ball, and the arm extended straight out from the
shoulder toward foul territory away from the playing field. A verbal call of ""FOUL BALL"
should be declared as the arm motion is made.

. TIME OUT/DEAD BALL — Body upright, and boath anins extended high into the air with the

palms of the hands open and facing away from the umpire’sbody A verhal call of " TIME™ or
“DEAD BALL ™ is mude at the same time the arms are going up.

PLAY BALL — Body upright. eyes on the ball. and ths umpire makes a motion toward
the pitcher with the right or left hand. On a right handed hatter us the right hind, and on
a left-handed batter use the left hand A verbal call of “PLAY " or “PLAY BALL" is
made as the umpire mations toward the pitcher

HOLD UP PLAY (No Pitch) - Body upright. and raise either hand with the palm facing
the pitcher. On a night-handed batter use the nght hand. and on a left-handed batter use
the lefthand “*NO PITCH " shall be declared if the pucher pitches while the umpire has a
hand in said position

DELAYED DEAD BALL — Bady upright The left arm 1s extended straight out to the
side of the body as an extensian of the shoulder. and the left hand is in 2 fist This position
1s held long envugh for the players to se¢e that the umpire has observed the act that pre-
empied this call

INFIELD FLY — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and night arm extended high into the
air with a closed fist. Make a verbal call of “INFIELD FLY " If the batted ball ts neara
tou! hine, call “"INFIEL.D FLY IFFAIR

TRAPPED BALL — Same us safe signal The unipire makes a verbal call of *'SAFE."
FOUL. TIP — Body upright and eyes on the ball The finger of bath hands are touched
together, and then the umpire gives the strike signal with no verhal call This indicates
that the bat tipped the ball and was caught by the catcher

COUNT — Body upright. Have eye contact with the pitcher Both hands are extended
high abuve the head. and the fingers are used to indicale the ball and strike count on the

) . i
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RULE 10, secTiON 7

batter. Use the fingers of the left hand for balis and the fingers of the right hand for
strikes. A verbal description of the count on the batter is given while the hands are
averhead. Balls are always mentioned first and strikes second.

p. DOUBLE — Body upright. Raise the right hand high above the head, indicating with two
fingers the number of hases awarded. A verbal call of **TWO BASES ' is inade while the
hand remains overhead.

4. HOME RUN — Buxly upright. Raise the right hand high above the head with a closed
fist. Make a counter-clockwise circling motion with the raised fist. A verbal call of
"FOUR BASES"' is made al the same time the fist is overhead.

r. FOUR-BASE AWARD — Budy upright. Raise the right hand high abave the head with
four fingers shown. A verbal call of *'FOUR-BASE AWARD'* is made at the same time
the hand is overhead.

Sec. B, SUSPENSION OF PLAY:
An umpire may suspend play when. in his judge ment, conditions justify such action
Play will be suspended whenever the plate umpire leaves his position to brush the plate or
to perform other duties not directly connected with the calling of plays.
¢. The umpire will suspend play whenever o batter or pitcher steps out of position for a
legitimate reason.
An umpire will not call imie atter pitcher has stanted his windup
Anumpire will not call time while any play s in progress
Incase of mjury, time will not be called until all plays 1n progress have been completed or
ceach runner has been held at his base
g Umpnres will not suspend play at the reguest of players, coaches, or managers untl all ac-
tonan progress by either team has been completed
PlAY - Buwresare full B4 hus a long fiv o center F7 and F& collude in tning o moke
the carch, and hoth are igured  All runners crosy home plate Captan re-
quets nme o prevent the kast two runs from scoring RULING — Ball does not
become dead when a plaver is igured during a hareed . puched (FP;, or thrown
hall: Umpire will nor call nme until no farther play s poysable Al four nuns
count

T

busll LI -8

h. (SPONLY) When, in the judgenient ot an mnpire. all unmediate play o appacently com
pleted, he should call time

Sec, 9, VIOLATIONS AND PENAL TIES:

a. Players, coaches, managers. or other ream members will not miake dispasaging or an-
sulting remacks o or about appasing players, officials, or spectators, or comnit other
acts that could be considered unsportsmanlike conduct

b. There will be no more than two coaches for each team o give words ar signals of
assistance and direction to the members of their team while at bat One should be statoned
near first hase and the other near third hase Each coiach must remain in his coach s box

v. The penalty tor vialgtions by a player is prompt removal of the offender from the game
and grounds For the first offense. a coach or manager may be warned, but for the secand
oftense, he s removed from the game The offender shauld go directly 1o the dressing
room or leave the grounds for the remainder of the game Falure to do <o will warrant a
furtenure of the game

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT
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rULE 11, secTioN 1
RULE 11. PROTESTS

Sec. 1. PROTESTS WILL NOT BE RECEIVED OR CONSIDERED IF THEY ARE
BASED SOLFLY ON A DECISION INVOLVING THE ACCURACY OF JUDGE-
MENT ON THE PART OF AN UMPIRE. Examples of protests which will not be con-
stdered are:

a  Whether a batted hall was fair or foul.

b. Whether a runner was safe or out.

¢. Whether a pitched ball was a ball or a strike.

d. Whether g pitch was legal or illegal.

¢. Whether a runner did or did not touch a base

f  Whether a baserunner did or did not leave his hase 100 soon on a caught fly ball.

g Whether a fly ball was or was not caught legaily.

h  Whether 1t wan or was not an infield fly

1 Whether there was or was not interference or ohstruction

y Whether the field 1 or is not fit o continue or resume play

k. Whether there s or 1s not sufficient hight to continue play

| Any other matter involving only the accuracy of the umpire’s judgement

m Whether a hatted ball did or dud not ¢lear the fence in flight

n Whether 4 hatied ball was or was ot touched by a fielder betore ¢leaning the fence in
fhight

o Whether a player or live bail did or didd net enter a dead batl area o touch some object or
person ina dead ball arei

See. 2. PROTESTS THAT SHALL BE RECEIVED AND CONSIDERED CON-
CERN MATTERS OF THE FOLLOWING TYPENS:
4 Misinterpretahon of a play ing rule
b Falure of anumpire toapply the correct rale to a given situation
¢ Falure of anumpire to impose the correct penalty for a given violaton

sec. 3, PROTESTS MAY INVOLVE BOTH A MATTER OF JUDGEMENT AND
THE, INTERPRETATION OF A RULE.

EXAMPLE

Wath une out and tunners on second and third, the batter thes out The runner on thied tags
up altee the catch, but the runner on secom does mt The runner on third crosses the plate
betore the hall s plased at second base for the thrd out The umpire does not allow the runto
seote The questions as to whether the runners lelt their bases before the catch or whether the
phay at second hase wits made betore the runaer on third crossed the plate are solely matters
ol wdgement and are not protestable 1 a msinterpretation ol plas g rule and a proper
subtect tor protest, however. i the umpire Gils o allow the run o score

sec. 4. THE NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO PROTEST MUST BE MADE IM-
MEDIATELY BEFORE THE NEXT LEGAL OR ILLEGAL PITCH OR BEFORE
BOTH TEAMS HAVE LEFY THE PLAYING FIELD. (EXCEPTION Player ehgitility)
PLaY oh RI 18 obstructed by F4 while advancing to second during a rundown between

first uned second bases Umpere rudes OBSTRUCTION and retums Rl 1o first

NAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE 1 , Hi-83
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rRuLE 11, secTION 4

base. Offensive team protests game (a) before first pitch 10 B2, (b) afier first
pitch to B2, (c) after game 1s over. RULING — In (a) protest is valid. in th)
and (¢) protest is denied since it was not made before the nexi pitch.

PLAY (2) — Bases loaded, bottom af seventh inning, o outs, and the score is visitors 4,

b.

home 3. Home team (offensive) coach calls a second conference with a batter
in that halfinning. The plate umpire calls the butter ou* 10 end the game. Both
teams are off the playing field and preparing 1o leave when the home manager
protesis to the umpire in the parking lot that the ruling was incorrect. RULING
— The game is over. When both teams have left the plaving field, no protesi
may be accepted.

The manager, acting manager, or captain of the protesting team shall immediately notify

the plate umpire that the game is heing played under protest. The plate umpire shall in

‘urn notify the opposing manager and official scorekeeper.

To aid in the correct determination of the issue, all interested parties shall take notice of

the information, details. and conditions surrounding the decision to protest

NOTE: On appeal plays. the appeal must be made betore the next pitch, legal or -

C.

fegal. or before the defensive team has left the field. For the purposc of this
rule. the defensive team has **left the field"” when the pitcher and all infielders
have clearly vacated their normal fielding positions and have Ieft fair territory
on their way to the bench or dugout area.
Once the game 15 completed and bath teams have left the field, no protest may be filed.
EXCEPTION: Player ehgibility.
Sec. 5. THE OFFICIAL WRITTEN PROTEST MUST BE FILED WITHIN A

REASONABLE TIME:

In the absence of a league or tournament rule establishing the nme himt for filing a pro-
test, a protest should be considered 1f filed within a reasonable time. depending upon the
nature of the case and the difficulty of obtaining the information relevant ta the protest
Within 48 hours atter the scheduled tme of the contest is generally considered a
reasonable ume

Sec. 6. THE FOLLOWING WRITTEN PROTEST SHOULD CONTAIN THE

FOLLOWING INFORM A TION:

®

b
¢
d
¢

The date. ime, and place of the game

. The names of the umpires and scorers

The rule and section of the official sules or local rules under which the protestis made
The information, detatls, and conditions pertinent to the decision to protest
All essential facts involved 1n the matter protested

IN ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

a
b.

The pratestis deterinined 1o be invalid. and the game score stands 4 played

When a protest 18 derermined to be valid because of the miinterpretation of o playving
rule. the deciston will be corrected. and the ganwe shall he replayed trom the point
which the incorrect decivion was made

When a protest for ineligibility 1s determined o be valid. the offending i shall forlen
the game heing played. or the game last played. to the otfended team

o .
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RULE 12, secTioN 1
RULE 12. SCORING

NOTE: Failure of official scorer to adhere to Rule 12 shall not be grounds for protesl.
‘These are guidelines for the official scorer.

Sec. 1. THE OFFICIAL SCORER SHALL KEEP RECORDS OF EACH GAME AS
OUTLINED IN THE FOLLOWING RULES. He shall have sole authority 1o make all
decisions involving judgement. For example. it is the scarer's responsibility to determine
whether a hatter-runner's advance to first base is the result of a hit or an error; however, a
scarer shall not make a decision which conflicts with the official playing rules or with an um-
pire’s decision,

Sec. 2. THE BOX SCORE:

a. Each player's name and the position or positions he has played shall be listed in the order
tn which he batted or would have batted had he not been removed or had the game not
ended before his turn at bat.

(1) (FP ONLY) The designated player (DP) is optional, but if one is used. it must be
made known ptior to the start of the game and listed on the scoresheet in the regular
talting order Ten names will be listed, with the tenth name being the player playing
defense only  This tenth player may only bat if he moves to the DP position in the
batting order.

EXCEPTION- See Rule 4, Sec 3c.

() (SP ONLY) The extra player (EP) is optiznal, but f one is used, it must be made
knuwn prior to the start of the gume and be listed on the scoring sheet in the regular
bating order. There will be 11 names for men’s and women’s slow pitch and 12
names for co-ed slow pitch on the official batting order. and all will bat.

b Each player’s hatting and fielding record must be tabulated
(1) The first column will show the number of imes at bat by each player. but a time at

but will not be charged against the player when-

() He huts a sacrifice fly that scores a runner

(b1 He 1s awarded a base on balls

(v} tEP ONL Y) He hits a sacnifice bunl

td) tFP ONLY) He is hit by a pched ball

te) (KP ONLY) He hits a sacnifice slaphit NOTE A slap hur s defined as *'a fake
bunt followed by a controlled swing and resulting in the baserunner(s) advanc-
ing."" as 1n the case of a sacrifice bunt
2y The second column will show the number of runs scored by each player
(21 The third column will show the number of base hits made by each player A base hit
1 4 batted ball that permits the batter to reach base safely
{#) On a fair ball which settles on the ground, clears the fenee, or strikes the fence
before being touched by a fielder.

thy On a fair ball which is hit with such force or such stow ness. or which takes such
an unnatural heunce, that 1ts impossible to field with ordinary effort in ime to
retire the runner

() When a fair ball which has not been touched by a fielder becomes dead because
of touching the person or clothing of a runner or umpire

\‘1
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RULE 12, SEcCTION 2

(4)

(5)

(Y]

() When a fielder unsuccessfully attempts to retire a preceding runner an.!, in the
scorer's judgement, the batter-runner would not have been retired at first base
by perfect fielding.

The fourth column will show the number of opponents put out by each player.

(a) A putout is credited to a fielder each time he:

(1) Catches a fly ball ot line drive.

(2) Catches a thrown ball which retires a hatter-runner or baserunner.

(3) Touches a baserunner with ball when the baserunner is otf the base to which
he is entitled.

(4) s nearest the ball when a runner is declared out for being struck by a fair
batted ball or for interference with a fielder, or when a runner is called out
for being in violation of Rule 8, Sec. 8e and Scc. 8u.

(b) A putout is credited to the catcher:

(1) When a third strike is called.

(2) (SPONLY) When the batter bunts or chops the ball downward

(3) When the batter fails to bat in correct order.

(4) When the batter interferes with the catcher.

(5) (SP ONLY) When the batter hits a third strike foul ball.

The fifth column shall show the number of assists made by eiach player. An assist

<hall be credited-

G To each player who handles the ball in any series of plays which results i the
putout of a haserunner or batter-runner. Only one assist shall be given to any
player who handies the ball on any putout. The player who makes the putoutin a
rundown or similar-type play shall be credited with both an assist and a putout.

th) To cach pliyer who handles or throws the ball in such a manner that a putout
would have resutted except for an error of 4 teammate.

() Toeach plaver whao, by deflecting a batted ball, aids in a putowt

td) To cach player who handles the ball on a play which results in a baserunner or
batter runner being called out for interference or for runming out of the baseline

The sixth column will show the number of errors made by each player Errors are

revorded

t) For cach plaver who commits a misplay. which prolongs the turn at bat o the
hatter or the hite of a present runner

thy For the fielder who tals to touch a biase atter receiving a thrown ball to retire a
runner on g foree out, of when a baserunner ts competed to return to a base, and
prov rded the thrown ball could be caught by the tielder with ordipary etfort

tc) For the catcher af a bater is awarded tirst base because of vatcher obstruction

() For the ticlder who fiwls to complete a double play becainse o a dropped ball

ey For a fielder. o a runner advances i base beciuse of sad fielder’s failure to
catch. stop, or 1y 10 stop a batl accurately *hrown to a base, provided there was
acciston tor the throw  When more than one player could recerve the throw, the
seorer must determine which player gets the error

Sec. LA BASE HIT SHALL NOT BE SCORED:
@ When a runner s forced out on a batted ball or would have been toreed out except for 4
ticlding error
b Whenaplaver tielding a batied ball retires a preceding runner with ordinary eftort

ERICT .
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RULE 12, secTiON 3

¢. When a fielder fails in an attem 1 to retire a preceding runner and, in the scorer's judge:
ment, the batter-runner could have heen retired at first base.

Sec. 4, A RUN BATTED IN IS A RUN SCORED BECAUSE OF:
a. Asafe hit.
b. A sacrifice bunt (FP),  sucrifice slap hit (FP), or a sacrifice fly (FP and SP). See Rule |,
See. §5)
A caught foul fly.
An infield putout or fielder's choice.
¢. A haserunner forced home because of obstruction, a hit batsman, or a base on balls.
. A home run and all runs scored as a result.

Sec. 5. A PITCHER SHALL BE CREDITED WITH A WIN:

a. When he is the starung pitcher. has pitched at least four innings, and his team is not only
in the lead when he is replaced., hut remains in the lead for the remainder of the game.

h. When a starting pitcher has pitched at least three innings and his team scores more runs
thin the opposing team in i pame that is terminated after five innings of play, or in a game
that 1» terminated after his team has scored more runs in four or more innings than the op-
posi team has scored in five or more innings; and provided that his team is not only in
the fead if he is replaced after three innings of pitching. but remains in the lead for the re-
nannder of the game.

Sec. 6. REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF INNINGS HE HAS PITCHED, A
PITCHER SHALL BE CHARGED WITH A 1LOSS IF HE 1S REPLACED WHEN HIS
TEAM 1S BEHIND IN THE SCORE AND FAILS TO TIE THE SCORE OR GAIN
THE LEAD THEREAFTER.

Sec. 7t THE SUMMARY SHALL LIST THE FOLLOWING 1TEMS IN THIS
ORDER:
@ The score by inmings and the final score
b The runs batted i and by whom
v Iwo base huts and by whom
d Three hase hits and by whom
¢ Home runs and by whom
t Sacritice thes and by whom
¢ Daouble play s and play ers participatng in them
h Tnple plays and players paricipating in them
+ Number of bases on balhs charged o each pitcher
1 Number of batte. o struck out by eacn pitcher
b Number of hits and runs allowed by cach picher
b The name of the winnimg pitcher
- The name ot the losing pitcher
n  The ume of the game
o The names of the umpires and scorers
p  (FPONLY) Stolen bases and by whom
q  (FPONI Y1 Sacritice bants and by whom
t (FPONLY) The names ot hatters hit by a patched hall amd the names of the prichers who
it them

en

O NAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE Hi-87

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

1:7



RULE 12, secTION 7

s. (FP ONLY) The number of wild pitche:: charged to each pitcher.
t. (FPOMLY) The number of passed balls charged to each catcher.

Sec. 8. (FP ONLY) A STOLEN BASE IS CREDITED TO A BASERUNNER
WHENLVER HE ADVANCES ONE BASE UNAIDED BY A HIT, PUTOUT, FORCE
OUT, FIELDER'S CHOICE, PASSED BALL, WILD PITCH, AN ERROR, AN 1L-
LEGAL PITCH, OR OBSTRUCTION.

Sec. 9. ALL RECORDS OF A FORFEITED GAME WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE
OFFICIAL RECORDS EXCEPT THAT OF A PITCHER'S WON-LOST RECORD.

1.
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

APPEALS

A.

B.

("

D.

G,

H.

TYPES: There are four major appeal plays: (1) Missing a base, (2) Leiving 2
base on a caught fly ball hefare the ball is first touched, (3) Batting out of order,
(4) Attempting to advance to second base after making the turn at firdt base.
ALIVE: In all games an appcal may be made during a live ball by tcuching the
base missed or left 100 soon on a caught fly ball, or by tagging the runner commiit-
ung the violation if he is still on the playing field.

DEAD: The dead ball appeal may be made in all games once time has been
granted Any infielder, with or without the ball, may make a verbal appeal on a
runner missing a base or leaving a base 10 Soon on a caught ball. The administer.
ing umpire should then make a decision on the play.

MAY NOT RETURN: A runncr may nat return to touch a missed base ar one left
too soon on a caught fly ball if:

1) he has entered his team arza,

2) a following runner has scored, or

3) he ts occupying a base beyond the one missed or Jeft 100 soon on a caught fly
bull, and the ball becomes dead.

WHEN: appeals must be made (1) befure the next legal or itlegal pitch or (2)
hefore the pitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated their normal fielding
positions and have left fair territory on their way to the bench or dugout area.
ADVANCE: Runners may advance during a live ball appeal play. If the ball is not
dead in FAST PITCH. cach runncr may leave his base when (a) the pitcher a9
longer has possession of the ball within 8 feet of the pitcher’s plate, or (b) when
the pitcher makes a play on any runner (a fake throwing motion is considered a
playy 1F TIME OUT IS REQUESTED FOR AN APPEAL. THE UMPIRE
SHOULD GRANT IT IN EfTHER FAST OR SLOW PITCH, and runners may
not advance until the next pitch

MORE THAN ONE APPEAL: More than one appeal play may be made. but
puessing games should not be allowed  Example: Runner musses secand by a step
but just touches the corner of third base. Even though an appeal is made at third
tumpire called runner safe), an appeal may be made at second on the same runner.
AWARDS: An appeal must be honored even if the base missed was hefore or after
an award

PLATE & TAG MISSED: If a runner misses home plate and the catcher misses
the tag. the umpire should hesitate shghtly 11 no tag s made, he should declare
the runner safe I an appeal play 1s then made by tagging either the runner ot
home plate, the umpire should then make a decision on this appeal play.

FORCE QUT: If an appeal 1s honored at a base to which a runner was forced to
advance and the out 1s 8 foree vut, no runs would score if it was the third out. If a
torced runner, after touching the next base, retreats for any reason towards the
hase he had last occupied, the force play 1s reinstated, and he may again be put out
1! the defense tags the base to which ke 1s forced NOTE There may not be a force
out 1f the hatter does not become a batter-runner or baserunner

TAG UPS: If a runner leaves a base too svon on g caught 1y ball and returns in an
attempt o retag, this 1s considered a wme play and ot a force out_ If the appeal is
the third out, all runs scored by runners in advance of the appealed runner. and

1 . -89
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

scored ahead of the fegal appeal. would count.

.. MISSING FIRST BASE BEFORE THE THROW ARRIVES: If a runner
passes first base before the throw arrives, he is considered 1o have touched the
base, unless an appeal play is made.

M. FOURTH OUT APPEAL: An appeal may be made after the third out as Jong as
itis made properly: i.ce.. one out with a runner on third and a runner on first base.
Batter hits a Ny ball that is caught. Each runner leaves his base befare the caught
ball is touched. An appeul is made at first base for the third out. The defensive
team then makes another appeal at third before the infielders leave the infield. The
runner on third would be declared out also, and the nin would not count.

2. BATTING OUT OF ORDER may he appealed by the defensive team while the batter
15 at the plate. The offensive team may correct a wrong batter at the plate with no
penalty. Once a batter has completed his turn at bat and before the next tegal or il-
legal pitch, or before the pitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated their nor-
mal fieldmg postions and have left fair terrtory on their way o the bench or
dugout ared, the appeal may be made by the defensive team only
3. BATTING OUT OF THE BATTER'S BOX
In order for the batter 1o be called vut for **hatting out of the box,** one foot or both feet
must be on the ground completely outside the lines of the box when contact is made
with the hall The lines of the batter’s box are considered inside the box The batter is 1o
be called out 1f any part of 4 foot s touching bome plate when he huts the bail, even
though he may be touching the lines of the hatter’s box.
Hittmg the ball while out of the batter’s box s not an appeal play It must be called 1m-
medrately  The batter 1 out whether the ball is hit fair or foul In cases where there are
not hatter’™s box hines evident. good judgement must be used. and the benetit of any
doubt miust go o the baper
4. CATCHER'S BOX
The catcher™s box, as descnibed 1n Rule 2. Sec 4d, 1s 10 teet in Jength trom the rear
outstde corners of the batters” boxes, including home plate (SP ONLY) The catcher
mary not hiave any pant of his body or equipment touching the ground outade the tines of
the vatcher's box until the hall is batted, 1ouches the ground or plate, or reaches the catch
¢r’s box s a violation of Rule 6. See 3d and an llegal pitch of the carcher touches the
ground outside the fines of the catcher™s box The intent of this rule (o prevent catch
er obstruction
Evenaf the catcher i legally within the catcher's box. he may mot obstruct the batter
Obstruction does not require contact between the catcher and the hat or batter The um-
pire’s request for the catcher o move farther away frony the batter 1o avord injury or
ubstruction should always be obeyed (See carcher absirucnion under POL- )
5. CONFERENCEN
A Detenspe
A charged delensive conference takes place when the defense requests a suspension
of play for any reiason, and 4 representative enters the playing field and confers with
the pucher The iment of the rule s o reduce delays in the game It is also @ con-

¥
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

ference If the team representative confers with anather player who, prior to 8
pitch being thrown, confers with the pitcher, The umpire should advise the ieam
representative when he declares a charged conference. The penalty for a second
charged conference with the same pitcher in one inning is remaval of the pitcher
from the pitching position far the duration of the game.

The following are not defensive confererkes:

1) If the team represemative informs an umpire prior to crossing the foul line that
he is removing the pitcher, and he does so.

2)  Shouting of instructions from the dugout area to the pitcher.

1) If a dugout representative confers with a pitcher during a charged offensive
conference and is ready to play ball when the offense is.

4} A manages playing in the game may confer with the pitcher and is not charged;
however, an umpire may control repeated meetings berween a playing
nwnager and a pitcher by first issuing a warning and then ejecting that
manager.

B. OFFENSIVE

An offensive charged conference occurs when an offensive team requests &

suspension of play and is granted time by an umpire to permit a team represen-

tative (usually the manager or coiach) to confer with a batter and/or baserunnes(s).

One conference is allowed between the team representative and either one batter

and or baserunners per inning PENALTY: the umpire(s) should refuse to grant

the second conference. If the offensive team insists on holding a second con-
ference 1n an inning after being informed by the umipire that it is ma permitted, the
umprre should eject the team representative from the game and from the playing
tield Itis not a charged otfensive conference 1f: 1) a team representative confers
with a baner and/or baserunner(s) during a defensive charged conference and is
ready to play when the defense 1s, and 2)1f prtcher is putting on a warm-up jacket.

CROW HOP AND LEAP (Fast Pitch Only)

A CROW HOP can be as hitle as nches from the pitching plite or several feet from the
plate It s defined as the act of a pitcher who shides or hups otf the front of the plate,
replants the pivot foot, pushes off from the spot and completes the delivery. With this
action. the pitcher s gnning an advantage by replanting the pivot foot in from of the
rubber. estahlishing a second impetus (or starting point), at a distance less than required
by rule (46 feet for men and boys and/or 40 teet for women and pirls)

LEAPING 18 defined as the act of a pircher which causes hym to be airhorne on his in-
iital move and push to the plate The momentum butlt by the forward mavement of the
prcher. caunes the enure body including both the pivot and non-pivot feet to be in the
arr and moving toward home plate as the delsvery is completed

With the feaping style of pitching. the pitcher will release the ball simultancously with
his return to the ground., the pivat foot will then shide 1o the side and dray, as the pitcher
tollows through  This follow through should not be confused with replanting and gain-
g a second starting point (as 1 the CROW HOP) but simply a fimsh or {ollow through
ol the leap style pitching At the completion of the leap. the non-pivat foot is planted
and will not allow the pitcher to gain further distanve towards the rlate. therefore the
slide and drag of the pivot foot 15 a legal act
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

7. DELAYED DEADBALL SITUATIONS

There are now six situations when umpires will enforce a delayed dead ball call:

1} Anillegal pitch (Rule 6, Secs, 1-8)

2} Caicher's obstruction (Rule 8, Sec. 2d)

3) Plate umpire obstruction (Rule 8, Sec. 6d)

4) Obstruction (Rule 8, Sec. 5b)

5) Batted or thrown ball hit with detached equipment (Rule B, Sec. 5f)

6) Runner at 3B or | B assisted by a coach on a t1ag up (Rule 8, Sec. 8m)
Once the entire play is completed in each situation, the proper enforcement should be
made. In (5) a double play could be called: one out on the coach assisting the runner and
the second out on the caught ball.

8. DELIBERATELY CRASHING INTO A FIELDER WITH THE BALL

(Interference)

In order to prevent mjury and protect the defensive player attempting to make a play on

a runner. the runner must be called out if he remains on his feet and deliberately, with

great force, crashes into a defensive player holding the ball and waiting to apply a 1ag.

NOTE: If the act 1s determined to be flagrant, the offender will be ejected. A runner

may slide into the fielder.

1) When a runner 15 called out for dehiberately crashing inte a fielder holding the
ball, the hall becomes dead. Each runner must return to the last base touched at
the time of the contact.

2) If, 1n number (1) above, the runner deliberately crashed into a fielder holding the
bhall before he was put out and, 1n the judgement of the umpire. it was an attempt
to break up an abvious double play, the immediate succeeding runner will also
be declared out under Rule 8, Sec. 8).

3) It the dehiberate crash occurs after the runner was called out, the runner closest
to home plate will be declared out under Rule 8, Sec. 8r.

4) 1If an obstructed runner deliberately crashes into a fielder holding the ball, the
obstruction call will be ignored, and the runner wiil be called out under Rule 8,
Sec. 8t An award of this type under Rule 8, Sec 5b(1) and (2) does not give the
runner the right to violate Rule 8, Sec 8s

9.  DESIGNATED PLAYER OR DP (FP ONLY)

This individual was previously called the “"DH'", however, because ot the rule change

whereby he can now play defense, he shall now be called a “'designated player’ or

“DP * The player histed number 10 in the batung order. who plays defense only, will

be called the DEFO ™

1} Any of the starting 10 players may be withdrawn and re-enter the game one ime

2)  Only mine players may bat, however. detensive players may play any position any
ume on Jdetense without penalty. DPs are not imited 1o only one defensive posi-
thon

3y Noone s considered to have leftthe game unul he has been removed trom ke bat-
ting order EXCEPTION. The DEFQ 1s considered to have left the garne any tme
he 15 substituted for, or the DP plays defense for him.
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4)  If the DP plays defense for some player other than the DEFO. in reality the other
player orly bats and assumes the DP role temporarily.

§) A starting player and his substitute may never be in the game at the same time.

6)  The DP and DEFO may never be on offense at the same time.

7 The DEFO may never play offense only.

8)  The DEFO may enter the game offensively for the original DP position.

9)  T..e DP may never play defense only.

10 The DP and the DEFO may both re-enter one time, just like any other starting

player.
10. DOUBLE BASE

With the approval of the double base at first hase, the following rules should be enforced

for its usage:

A. A hatted hall hitting the white portion is declared fair, and a batted ball hitting the
orange portion is declared foul.

B.  Both white and orange portions are treated equally for both the offense and the
defense when running out a hase hit or attempting to tag the bag for a force out.

(. The hatter-runner may use the orange portion on the first atempt at first base:
however, should he reach and go beyond first base, he must return to the white
portion

2. Should the hatter-runner round the base on 4 hit (o the inficld or to the oulfield, he
ny it relarn to the white portion.

E  MWhentagging up on a fly ball, the white portion must be used.

o On an anempted pick off play (F™ ONLY), the runner must return to the white
porton

I EQUIPMENT ON THE PLAYING FIELD

No loose equipment, miscellaneous items, or detached part of a player's uniform, other

than that being legally used in the game at thie time, should be within playable territory.

Equipment which may be within playable territory with no penalty includes the batter's

hat, the catcher’s mask, umpire paraphernalia. any helmet which has inadvertently

tallen off an offensive or defensive player during the course of play, or any equipment
belonging to a person assigned to the game  Loose gluves, hais. helmets, jackels, bats
tincluding the on-deck baiter's hat|s|), or any other loose equipment, miscellaneous
item. or detached umiform part which are within playable territory and are not being

tegally used in the game at the time could cause a blocked hall or interference (Rule 8,

Sec Sp).

A. THROWN BALL: (1) It a thrown ball hits lonse equipment belonging 1o the team
at hat. interference 1s ruled if such action interferes with the play. The player be-
iy played on shall be declared out. the ball is dead. and each baserunner must
returh o the last base touched prior to the thrown bail kiting the loose equipment.
{21 1f the hat or glove belongs to the team in the field, it becomes a blocked ball,
and the overthrow rule apphes. (3) If no apparent play is obvious, no one is called
aut, hut all runners must return to the last base touched at the ume of the dead ball
declaration.

B. BZTTED BALL: (1) A batted foul ball touching loose equipment is a fou! ball,
(2) A hatted fair ball bouncing off a fielder or a base and touching loose equipment

O
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helonging to a) the offense or b) the defense is considered a live ball and in play.
The umplre should make every effort to keep all playable territory free of
toase equipment, clothing, or miscellaneous ftems. When they are nuticed,
have them removed immediately.

EXTRA PLAYER OR EP (8P ONLY)
This individual was previously called the *'EH'": however, because of the rule change
whereby he may now play defense, he shall now be called an **extra player’” or “'EP, '
If a team uses the EP, it must be on the lincup vard al the start of the game and the team
must end the game with |1 players or forfeit.
All 11 players bat, but only 10 play defense. Changes with the defensive players may be
made cach inning; however, the batting order may not change. (i.e.. the EP may sit on
the bench one inning. play 3B one inning. play outfield one inning. sit on the bench
again, and then play 1B. Al would be legal as long as the EP remained in his same posi-
tion in the batting arder. This would be the same for any of the |1 starting players.)
Any of the starting || may leave the game once and re-enter. A starting player and his
substitute may not be in the game at the same time. If this occurs, the manager and the
player histed in the wrong spot on the batting order are ejected by the umpire.
FAKETAG
A. A “FAKE TAG* occurs when a fielder without the ball decewves the runner by
impeding his progress (Exp: causing him to slide, slow down, of stop runmng).
1Y Obstruction is called when a FAKE TAG is made as mentioned above. The
unipire shall give the delayed dead ball signal and let the play continue to its
completton. The obstructed runner — and each other runner affected by the
obstruction — will always be awarded the base or bases he would have
reached 1f there had not been any obstruction under Rule 8, Sec. 5h(2).
Remember. each runner 1s awarded a base or bases only if, in the judgement
of the umpire, he would have made the base or bases had there not been any
obstruction
2} The umpire should rule ‘obstruction’ on a FAKE TAG. Conunued
FAKE TAGS «hould result in gjections. In Qagrant cases where the shding
player gets hurt, the offending player should be ejected without warning
3) It a Helder fakes a tag but the runner continues on to the next hase without sliding
or hreaking stride. there 1s no fule violaton. Obstruction is “the act of a fielder tn
the hase path without the hall, impeding the progress of a runner ™ in this caw the
progress was net impeded
FALLING OVER THE FENCE ON A CATCH
A player does not have to kave either une or both feet on the ground when miaking a
catch If he catches a bali 1n the arr and his momentum carries him through or over a
fence. the catch is good, the hatter-runner is out, the ball 1s dead. and with fewer than
two outs. all runners are sdvanced one base without liability to be put ou Guidelines to
use are (41 If he catches the ball BEFORE he touches the ground outside the playing
arca, the vatch is good (2) I he catches the hall AFTER he touches the groumd outskde
the playing area, atis not a catch
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FORFEITS

A,
B.

Remeinber, only the plate umpire may forfeit a game (Rule 10, Sec. 2f).

If a base umpire forfeits a game, however, the plate umpire should also announce
the forfeiture, if he agrees. If he disagrees. he should reverse the base umpire's
decision, although this should rarely happen.

The umpire may forfeit a game if physically attacked by a player or spectator,
The word may is used instead of shall to give the umpire leeway since cire
camstances often dictate whether or not the game should be forfeited. An umpire
should use good judgement when forfeiting a game. Forfeiture of a game should
always be his last option.

HITTING A BALL A SECOND TIME
When an umpire considers the act of a batter *“hitting a ball a second time,"* he should
place the uct inte « ne of three catagories. These are:

A

C.

If the bat is .2 the hand(s) of the batter when the ball comes into contact with it,
and if the bat 17, uver fair territory. including over home plate, and the batter is in
the batter's bo, . it is a foul hall. If an entire foot of the batter is completely outside
the lines of the satter's box, he is out. If the ball is over foul territory or in the bat-
ter's box when the second contact is made, it is a foul ball. When in doubt, don't
guess the hatter out. Call it a foul ball.

It the bat is out of the batter's hand(s) (dropped or thrown) and it hits the ball in
fair territory, the hall is dead. and the batter -runner is out. If the ball hits the bat
on the ground, the batter is not out. The umpire should then determine whether the
ball s fair or foul based un the fair/foul rule. 1f the ball rolls againsi the ba in fair
terrtory, it remains alive. If it stops or is touched in fair territory, it is a fair ball,
U 1t touches the bat in fair territory and then rolls to foul ground and stops. it is a
foul ball If the ball rolls against the bat in foul terrnory, it is a foul ball
regardless

{f a batter swings and misses the ball but accidentally hits it on the backswing, or
intentionally hits it on the second swing. the ball is dead whether hit fair or foul,
and 18 culled a foul ball 1f on the third sietke 1n slow pitch, the batter is out.

HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP ONLY)
A fimit ol vver-the-fence home runs will be used i all men’s and co-ed slow pirch divi-
sions There 1s no limit to men’s Super Division or women and youth play.

A

B

All balls hit over the ferce in a game BY A TEAM in excess of the following
linuts will be ruled a fou) ball, and if a foul ball is the third stnike, the batter is out;
Major (12) and Class A (6). Major church. industrial. co-ed. masters, and class
"B’ have a limit of three (3) with any excess calling the batter out. Class ‘A’
church, industrial, co-ed and co-ed industnial and class "C* have a limit of one (1)
home run with any excess calling the batter out. For any class 'D’ classification
the first player who hits a home run is called out, and for any subsequent player
hiting a home run s declared inehigible and remaoved from the game.

Any ball touched by a detensive player which then goes over the fence in fair ter-
ritory should be considered a four base award and 1s not included 1n the tal of
over-the-fence home runs

1 /. th-e8
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C.  1fthe batter misses first base on the aver-the-fence home run and is called out on
an appeal play, he is not credited with a hit. and the team is not charged with a
honie run if no preceding runner has scored as a result of the hit ball. If he misses
any base and is called out on an appeal play, the hit ball would still count towards
the over-the-fence home run limit if any preceding runner has scored, despite the
fact that it would be recorded in the scorebook as either an out, a single, & double,
oratriple.

IMAGINARY LINE OR DEAD BALL AREA

When a ficlder carries a live ball into a dead ball arca, the ball becomes dead. and base
or base(s) are awarded all baserunners. If the act is unintentional, the award is one base.
1f the act is intentional, the award is two bases. The award is governed from the last
base legally touched at the time the ball became dead.

1fa chalk line is used to designate an "‘out of play " area. the line is considered in play.
If a fielder is touching the line, he is considered in the field of play and may make a
legal catch or & legal throw. If either foot is on the ground completely in dead bali ter-
ritory (not touching the line), the ball hecomes dead. No play may be made.

Ifa player has one foot inside the line or touching the line, and another foot in the air at
the ime a catch is made. the catch is good, and the batter is out. if the fielder then steps
into a dead ball area (foot on the ground), the ball becomes dead. and all baserunners
are awarded one base from the last base touched when the ball became dead.

INTENTIONALLY DROPPED BALL

The ball could not be intentionally dropped untess the fielder has actually caught and
then dropped it. Merely guiding the ball 1 the ground should not be considered an in-
tentionally dropped ball.

INTENTIONALLY THROWN BALL OUT OF Pl AY

Defensive players who intentionally throw ball out of play in order to prevent a runner
from returning to a previous base will be penalized by aw..wing all runners two bases
from the last base touched when the ball left the fielder's hand. Normal award would be
from the *‘original base™ 1f a runner 1s relurning to the original base (See Rule 8, See.
5. EXCEPTION)

INTENTION: WALK (FPONLY)

The ball 1s alive during an sntentional wilk i fast pitch Al defensive players except
the catcher who must remain i his catcher s box, and the pitcher who must be in a legal
pitching position at the start of each pitch, must be in fair territory until the pitch 1s
released If they do not position themselves in fair territory, an illegal pitch should be
called tor each pitch thrown while any member of the defense 18 Manding in foul ter-
ritory In fast pitch the pitches must be thrown to the batter

INTENTIONAL WALK (SP ONLY)

Because the ball is dead when it crosses the plate and therefore no play masy be made. i
s permissible for the hatter o be walked intentionally if the plate umpire i notified by
the picher ¥ TWO SUCCESSIVE BATTERS ARE TO BE WAUKED, the plate
umpire will nota xand the second intentional walk unuil the first batter reaches first hase
(Rule 8, Sec ).

¥
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INTERFERENCE

Interference is defined as *‘the act of an OFFENSIVE player or team member which
impedes, hinders, or confuses a defensive player attempting to execute a play. " Defen-
sive players must be given the opportunity to field the hali anywhere on the playing

field.
A)

B)

C)

8]

E)

k)

Baserunning interference includes a baserunner or batter-runner who interferes

with a fielder. a baserunner or batter-runner who is hit by a fair, untouched batted

ball. and a thrown ball which strikes any illegal loose equipment, detached part of

a uniform. or miscellaneous item left in playable territory by the offensive team.

1) When a runner interferes with a fielder. it may be in the form of physical
contact, verbal distraction. visual distraction, or any other type of distrac-
tion which would hinder the fielder in the execution of a play. The umpire
must determine if the interference occurred before or after the runner who
interfered was put out and then apply the proper rule. Verbal interference is
actually an act of unsportsmanlike conduct and should be treated as such
when calling a player out.

2)  When a baserunner is hit by a fair batted ball. it is interference if it occurred
before it passed an infielder (excluding the pitcher) or after it passed an in-
fielder {if another infielder had a chance to make an out), and provided the
runner was not in coptact with a base It is NOT interference if the batted
ball touched or was touched by a player before it hit the runner.

31 A runner could be standing vn a base and a defensive player bumps the run-
ner while watching the Rlight of the batl. If the defensive player fails to make
a catch on a catchable ball, it is umpire’s judgement whether interference
<hould or should not be called The rule provides that & coach or runner must
vacale any space needed by a fielder to make a play on a batted ball. unless
the runner has contact with a legally occupied base when the hindrance oc-
curs In such case, the runner should not be called out unless the hindrance is
tntentional

Batter interference oceurs while the batter 18 at bat and before he hits the hall. It

aceurs in Fast Piich when the batter interferes with the catcher’s throw on an at-

templed steal, or when he tnterferes with the catcher on a play at the plate. The
hatter’s box 18 not @ sanctuary for the batier  He must vacate it to prevent in-
terterence

On-deck batters may be charged with interference 1f they interfere with a throw

or a fielder’s opportunity to make an out on a Ny ball

Coach's nterference occurs when a base coach runs toward home and draws a

throw, when he interferes with a fielder attempting to catch o throw a ball, or

when he aids a runner The coach’s box s nota sanctuary

Spectator interference occurs whenever a spectator enters the field and interferes

with a play, or reaches onto the field from the stands and prevents a fielder from

caiching a fly ball in the field of play ft s not interference if the fielder reaches
ynto the stands. The field belongs to the tielder. and the stands belong to the spec-
tators

Umpire interference occurs: (1) (FP & SP) when an umpire 15 hit by a fair un-

touched batted ball before it passes an infielder (excluding the pitcher) or after it
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passes an infielder (including the piteher) and another ficlder had a chance to
make an out; or (2) (FP) when an umpire interferes with u catcher's attempt 1o put
out a haserunner stealing. In number (1) the hatter-runner is awarded first base
(exception to the statement that someone must be called out on interference). In
number (2) it is interference only if the baserunner is not put out, in which case he
is returned to his base. In no other case is umpire interference ruled.

When batter, batter-runner, buserunner, on-deck batter, or coach interference oc-
curs, the bhall is dead, someone must be called out, and each other baserunner must
return to the last base touched at the time of the interference.

LOOK-BACK RULE (FPONLY)

Rule 8, Scc. Bi: The baserunner is QUT:

When he fails to keep contact with the hase to which he is entitled until a lepally priched

ball has been released. When a baserunner is legitimately off his base afier 4 pitch or as

a result of a batter completing his turn at bat, he must imniediately attemipt to advance to

the next base or immediately return to the base left while the pitcher has the ball within

the B-foot radius of the picher’s plate. The responsibility is completely on the run-
ner. There 1s no obligation on the pitcher to LOOK, FAKE, OR THROW,

A) Fulure 1o immediately proceed to the next base or return to his original base after
the pitcher has the ball within the 8-fool radius of the pitcher's plate will result in
the baserunner being declared out.

B)  Once the runner returns to a base tor any reason, he will be declared out if he
leaves sad base, unless ay a play 1s made on him or another runnet, b the pucher
does not have possession of the ball within 8 feet of the pitching plate. ¢} the
pucher releases the bali w the batter, or d) the pitcher drops the ball

€y Itwo runners are off base and two ditferent umpires call each runner out. they
must deternune which runner was called out first and return the other (o the hase
he left It is not possible to obtain two outs on this rute

A base on halls is treated the sume as a batted ball as long as the batter-runner continues

past first hase 1t he stops at first base. however, and then steps off the base after the pitch

er has the hall wathin 8 teer of the pitcher's plate, he 1s QUT,

If. after the pitcher has the ball within & feet of the pitcher's plate, the runner starts back
to hisonginal base or forward 1o another base and then stops or reverses direction. he 1s
OUT, unless the pitcher makes a play on him Whena play v made on a runner. he may
stop ar reverse his direction

The runner s OUT if he stands off his base and does not immedately attempt o ad-
vance of return atter the pitcher has the batl within 8 feet o the pitcher s plate

If the pitcher throws the hall from within & teet of the pircher ' plate, carries 1t trom
there: sets it on the ground. or otherwise loses possession of it including handing it to
another player (even within the R feet), it i interpreted as MAKING A PLAY. and
runners on base may leave at their own risk, provided tinie 1s not out A take throw s
abo convdered av MAKING A PLAY, The throwing arm must be rased on a fake
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throw. and an actual movement forward must be made. Just raising the arm is not con-
sidered a fake throw.

A player is considered to be within the 8-foot radius when he is a) standing completely
inside the 8-foudt circle or b) standing on the linc.

MODIFIED PITCH

Madified Pitch and Fast Pitch softball follow the same rules in all aspects of the game

except the pitching requirements. This in fact created the title MODIFIED PITCH. Pitch-

ers are restricted in their delivery. No windmill or sling shot delivery is allowed. This

restriction has created an equal game involving pitching, hitting, and defensive play.

Together with the strategies of fast pitch, the MODIFIED PITCH game is gaining in

papularity throughout the country. The significant points w look for in & Modified Pitch

legal delivery:

A.  The pitcher shall take a position with both feet on the ground and in contact with

the pitcher’s plate.

While in this position, the pitcher shall take a signal from the catcher.

The pitcher shall hold the ball in both hands for not less than | second and not

more than 10 seconds before releasing it

The pitcher may take the ball behind the back on the backswing.

‘The ball must not be outside the pitcher's wrist on the downward motion and

during the complete forward delivery.

On the forward swing of the pitching arm, the elbow must he locked at the

point of release,

G. The shoulders and the driving hip must be squared to home plate when the
ball Is released.

H_ The release of the ball must be on the first forward swing of the pitching arm past
the hip

I The release must have a complete smooth followsthrough, with no abrupt stop of
the arm near the hip.

J The puch s completed with a step toward home plate and simultaneous with the
dehvery of the ball to the batter.

OBSTRUCTION

Obstruction 1s the act of a fielder (1) not in possession of the ball. (2) not in the act of
fielding a batted ball, or (3) not about to recerve a thrown ball. which impedes the pro-
gress of a hatter-runner or baserunner who 18 legatly running the bases.

NOTE- In defining **Not about to receive a thrown ball. ™" the batl must be between the
advancing runncr and the defensive player about to make the catch and play. If the ball
1 autside this area, and a collision oceurs, obstruction is ruled. !f the ball is in this area
and a collision oceurs, it 1s neither obstruction nor interference, and the ball remains
Ine

Whenever obstruction occurs, whether a play is betng made on a runner or not, the um-
pire will declare ohstruction and signal a delayed dead ball The ball will remain alive.,
1f the obstructed runner is put out prior o reaching the base he would have reached had
there nat been obstruction, a dead ball is called. and the obstructed runner — and each
other runner affected by the obstruction — will be awarded the hase(s) he would have
reached. in the umpire's judgement. had there not been obstruction. An obstructed run-
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ner may never be called out between the two bases where he is obstructed. If he is tagg-
ed between the same two bases, the obstructed runner would either be awarded the for-
wiard base or returned to the last base touched.

If the vhstructed runner is put out after passing the base he would have reached had
there not been obstruction, he is running at his own risk and if tagged. would be called
out. The ball remains alive, and other plays may be made.

When an obstructed runner is awarded or reaches a base he would have made had there
been no ubstruction and a preceding runner is on that base, time will be called. The
obstructed runner will he awarded that base, and the runner occupying it will be entitled
10 the next base without liability to be put out. PLAY — R1 advances to third base and
remains there. R2 is obstructed rounding second base, and he makes it safely to third
base. This is the base he would have reached had he not been obstructed. The ball is
thrown to the third baseman while there are two runners on third base. RULING: "*Two
runners on the same base'* does not apply here. Since R1 is forced. the umpire will call
timie and award R1 home and R2 third base

PLAY — R2 s obstructed hetween second and third bases while a play is being mude at
the plate on 2; e ha!l is then thrown 10 F6 who tags the obstructed runner. R2, near
third ba * 4 vins . the ball to F4 who tags the hatter-runner. R, atiempting to
reach seco

RULING: The o . e plate was legal. When the ball is thrown to F6 and the tug
made onthe ohstre 4 K2, the ball is ruled dead. and R2 is awarded third if, in the um-
pire’s judgement, 7« would have made third. R3 1s returned to firsl base because the
hall was dead.

When the baserunner 1s obstructed during a **rundown'’, a delayed dead ball 1s called.
If the runner is tagged out after being obstructed, time is called, and he 1s awarded the
base he would have made had there been no obstruction. If the ball is overthrown after
the obstruction, the runner may advance. He may not be called out between the two
bases where he wis obstracted.

“Catcher obstruction’ 1s a delayed dead ball call Should catcher obstruction be
called when the batter bits the ball, and if he reaches first base safely, and (f all uther
runiniers have advanced at least one base, the obstruction is cancelled  Afl action as a
result of the batted hall stands. 1f he does not reach first base, or 1f one of the other run-
ners does not advance at least one base, the manager of the batting team has the option
of taking the reselt of the play or awarding the batter first hase and advancing other run-
ners only if they are forced because of the award

OVERRUNNING FIPST BASE

After over-running © . sase. the batter-runner may legally turn to his left or his night
when returning (o the hase 1f any attempt is made to advance to second, regardiess of
whetber he is in fair . 1l terrtory, he is liable for an appeal out if tagged by a defen-
sive player with the balt

OVERTHROWS

Runners are always awarded two bases on overthrows which become blocked. When
the throw 1s by an infieider or an outfielder. the two hases are awarded from the last
hase touched at the ume the ball left the thrower’s hand
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Direction of runners has no bearing on the award: i.¢., when an overthrow is made on a
runner returning to a hase. he is awarded two hases from that base. If he was returning
to first hase and the throw was from the outfield and it left the outfielder’s hand before
the runner gof back to first hase, the runner would be awarded third base.

11 a runner touches the next base and returns to his uriginal hase, the original base he
feft is considered the *last hase touched"” for purposes of an oventhrow award.

The award of hases is based on the position of the front runner if there are two runners
hetween the same bases at the time of award. Two runners between first and second will
be awarded secomnd and third: however, if two runners are between second and third,
bath wili be awarded home.

When a fielder loses possession of the ball on an attempted 1ag and the ball then enters
the dead hall area or becomes hiocked, all runners are awarded one t~<e from the last
hase touched at the time the hali entered the dead ball area or becanie hlocked.

(FP ONLY) On pitched balls going out of play. the haserunners are awarded one base

from the last base touched at the time of the pitch. IF a hatter receives a hase on balls and

the fourth hall gets away from the catcher and goes out of play, he will still be awarded

first base only

PITCHING (FAST PITCH)

There are six basic features in the pitching rule They are-

A} CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER'S PLATE
MALE ADULT AND JO BOYPITCHERS may have only one foot in contact
with the pitcher’s plate. The nan-pivot foot may be on or behind it. Both feet must
be withun the 24° length of said plate FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRLS PITCH-
ERS must have both in contact with the pitcner's plate and within the 24 length
ol sand plate

By SIGNAL
A signil must be taken by the pitcher while one or both teet are in contact with the
piicher’s plate. the ball 1s held 1 one hand only, and the hands are clearly
separated The ball held in one hand may be held in tront or behind the body.
“Taking a signal™ prevents a pitcher from wathing onto the pitcher’s plate and
putting the batter at a disadvantage by throwing a quick pitch

Oy PRELIMINARY TO WINDUP
Inthe MALE ADULT AND JO BOYS competition, 1f the pitcher takes the signal
with buth feet on the plate and he wants o pitch with the non-pivot foot starting
hehind the plate. he may step or shde this foot hackwards prior to hringing the two
hands together, when simultancousty hningang the wo hands together, or afier
hringing the two hands together FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRL pitchers must
remann an contact with the plate and both feet during the enure prehiminary pro-
cess (Bothy After taking the signal. the ball must be taken 1in both hands and held
Tor a minmum of 1 second and not more than 10 seconds The pitcher may begin
the pitch once the hands are brought tugether Dunng this entire period. the pivot
tool must reman an contact with the pitcher's plate. No rocking movement which
putls the pivot foat off the plate 1s to be allowed. [f the pivot foot turns of slides in
arder to push off the plate. this is acceptable as long as contact s maintained. It is
not considered a step it the pitcher shdes his foot across the plate.
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D) START OF PITCH
The sturt of the pitch begins when the pitcher takes one hand off the ball or makes
any maotion that is part of his windup or delivery.

E)  WINDUP
The windup may not be two full revolutions. The pitcher's hand may go past the
hip twice as long us there are not two complete revolutions. The wrist may not be
any farther from the hip than the elbow. The windup may not have 4 stop or rever-
sal of the forward motion.

F) STEP AND RELEASF,
A step (only one) MUST be taken and it must be FORWARD., toward the batter
and within the 24'" length of the pitcher’s plate. Dragging the foot or pushing off
with the pivat foot from the plate is required of FEMALE ADULT AND JO
GIRL pitchers MALE ADULT AND JO BOY pitchers are allowed to have both
feet in the air during the forward step. This leap is legal only in male competition.
Pushing off from a spot other than the pitcher's plate is considered a crow hop and
is illegal. The release of the ball must be simultancous with the step. (See POE #6
for definition of a crow hop.)

PITCHER'S UNIFORM

A pitcher should be dressed identically to other players on the team. A long-sleeved
swairt shirt of any eolor s acceptable under the Jersey. € 1wo players tincluding the pitch
er) have sweatshints on, they must be identical in color and style No player may wear
ragged, triyed, o shitsleeves on an exposed undershirt

A picher may wear a batting glove and/or a wrist band on the glove hand and wrist.
The bathing glove may be white. (FP ONLY) Nuthing may be on the puching wrist or
hand, including a bandaid

(SP ONLY) A putcher may wear a wiist band on his pitching arm and can have tape on
the pitching fingers
A pitcher may wear the pitcher's toe plate on his shoe

PROTESTED GAME UPHELD AND RESCHEDULED:

When a protested gamie 1s upheld. the game 15 to be rescheduled from the point at which
it was protested  Although the same bneups are to be used when the game 1s resumed.
there as no penalty for substitutions legally placed into the lincups at this time Evenif a
player wis not at the protested gane, he legal o be substituted when the game is
rescheduled as fong as he is on the roster 11 a player was ejected 1n the original game
AFTER THE PROTEST WAS FILED, that player may legally play in the rescheduled
game because he was legally in the game at the ume of the protest. unless the ejection
aho drew a suspension lor unsportsmanlike conduc

RUN SCORING ON THIRD OUT OF INNING

A run will not seore 1f the third out of the inming 1v a force out at first base (hatter-
runner) or at another base 1f a preceding runner s forced because of the batler -runner
beconing a baserunner

174
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

Missed bases could result in a force out. (1.E., if the runner from first base missed dec-
ond hase on a base hit and that was the third out of the inning when properly appealed.
any run(s) scored would not count.)

An appeal play on a runner leaving a base too soon on & caught fly ball is considered &
*'time play'* and not a force. If the appeal results in the third out, any runners preceding
the appealed runner would Score if they crossed home plate prior to the out,
SHOES.

Metal cleats are legal in adult male and female fast and slow pitch. They are not legal in
adult co-¢d slow pitch play or any level of youth fast or slow pitch. Polyurcthane of
plastic cleats shaped to look like a metal triangle toe or heal plate are illegal in youth and
co-ed play also. If there are nubbins or round plastic cleats in addition to the triangle
plate, the shoe is legal. Cleats that screw onto a post are illegal, but cleats that screw in-
to the shoe are legal.

STEALING (Slow Pitch)

Base stealing is illegal in slow pitch: however. the runner is not out. Since the ball is
dead on halls and strikes, he is returned to the base he held at the time of the pitch.
Because he cannot steal, he may not be picked off base cither. A runner may be calied
out for failure to keep contact with a base to which he is entitled until a legally pitched
hall is batted, touches the ground, or has reached home plate.

SUBSTITUTIONS

All substitutions must be reported to the plate umpire who in turn will report the
changes lo the official scorekeeper.

{f a substnution is in the game without reporting. he is considered an *unreported
<ubstitute."* and when brought to the plate umpire’s atiention by the offended team after
the first legal or illegal pitch, and before the team in violation informs the umpire. the
umpire will remove him from the game. Once removed by the umpire. that player now
becomes an *“ineligible player.”* Refer to Rule 4. Sec 7a for various situations.

If a manager removes a substitute from the game and re-enters the same substitute later
in the game. this is considered an illegal re-entry. For an illegal re-entry. the player and
his manager are ejected. This would not be a forfeit. The only time a game is forfeited
for a substitution violation is when a player removed by the umpire (incligible player) is
back tn the same game.

Violation of any substitution rule is handled as a protest by the offended team.

TIE GAMES OR GAMES CALLED WHICH ARE 1.LESS THAN REGULATION,
When these games are rescheduled, the same procedure should be followed as stated in
POE 129, “'PROTESTED GAME UPHELD AND RESCHEDULED."

In determining lie games afier five innings {regulation game) have been played, the
home team must have had the opportunity to bat and tie the score. If it has scored more
runs than the visiting team and the game is called 1n the bottom of the fifth or sixth inn-
ing. the home tzam shall be the winner. If the visiting team has scored more funs than
the home team 1n the sixth or seventh and the home team has not had the opportunity to
complete its turn at bat, the game revers back to the previous inning. If that score was
lied. 1t would be a tie game; if the score was nottied . a winner would be declared if one
team was ahead and five full innings had been played
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If a game is called before five full innings have been played (four and one-haif if the
home team is ahead), the game will be resumed at the point at which it was called.

TIE BREAKER RULE

Although not officially adopted by the ASA. the tie breaker rule is used by the NCAA
and in local leagues. During each half inning of the inning used to enforce the tie
breaker, the offensive team shall begin its tum a1 bat with the player wha is scheduled 1o
bat ninth in that respective half inning being placed at second base. (I.E.. if the number
5 hatter is o lead off, number 4 in the batting order will be placed at second hase. A
substitute may be inserted for the runner.)

In scoring, the run scored by the player starting as a runner at second base shall be
charged to the defensive 1eam and not the pitcher. Depending on the judgement of the
official scorekeeper a run scored by any other player will be charged 10 a pitcher’s
ERA.
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BASEPATH .......................... 1 4
8 8 a
8 9 a
BASERUNNER . . ... .......... .. ..., ! 5
Abandonsbase ....... . ......... .... 8 8 v
Assistedbyanyone . . ............. ... .. 8 8§ m
Award of bases on overthrow of ball out
ofplay ............................ 8 I L
8 5 d EFFECT
8 S g
Basestealing . ...... ................. 8 Ja
SP 8 6 h
8 8 1
Bases touched in properorder .. ......... 8 1
Coach draws throw athome .. ... ... .. 8 8 n
Comes into contact with fielder attempting
tofieldball ...... ...... .......... 8 8 j
Comes into contact with fielder not
entitled to fieldball . .. .. 8 9 ¢
Deliberate contact with
fielder withball .. .... . e e 8 8 s
Enters leam area . . e 8 8 v
Entitled to advamc wuh Iublluy
tobeputout. .. . 8 3 a-e
Entitled 10 advance wrlhnul hahllny
tobeputout.. .. o 8 S aj
Fails to keep contact wuh ba\c unul
pitched ball reaches home plate . . . SP 8 8 u
Fails to keep contact with base untit
the ball leaves the pitcher's hand . FpP 8 8t
Fails to return to base after play has
resurmed .. 8 8 d
Failsto return to basc or pmcccd o
next base when ball isin the 8° circle FP 8 8 u1)-(2)
Hit by batted ball 8 9 d.e
9 1 g
liegal pitch . FPM 8 Se
Intentionally kicking bal! 8 8 L
Interferes with play after being
declared out 8 8 r
Interferes with play before being
declared out 8 8
1 2aving base after returming ’ .~ 8 8 1)
Leaving base on an appeal £V 8 8 (1 EFFECT
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Leavingbasetoosoon ............... .. 8 1k
8 9 k
16" 8 4 d
Leadingoff ... ..o oL Sp 8 6 h EFFECT
Fp 8 81
Misseshomeplate . .................. 8 8 i
Mustreturnto hisbase ...............,. 8 6 a-i
Notout .................. e 8 9 an
Obstructed .. . ... L 8 Sbh
Offensive tean collecting to confuse
defense . ... ool L 8 8 o
Ow .. . .. ... ... . 8 8 a-w
Overruns first base and attempts to go
tosecond .. ... 0 8 8 h
Passes another runner . 8 8 e
Running bases in reverse order 8 1 d
8 8 p
Running out of bascline 8 8 a
Running stan . 8 8 w
Struck by fair hatl white off base 8 8 k
Struck by fair hall while on hase 8 9 |
Two oceupying base at same time 8 I e
BASES 3 6
Drawing
Running in legal order 8 I al
Double Base (POE #10)
BASE UMPIRE 10 3 ah
BAT 3 |
Hurng ball second nme (POE #16) 7 S
Warm up i bl
SATTED BALL i 6
BATTER
Hecomes a batter runner 8 2 ad
Chopping down on hait SP 1 18
Enters batter s box with altered hat 7 I d
7 Il b
9 I w
Enters hatter 's hox with ilegal bat 7 (I
7 Il ¢
9 I
Hindering the catcher 7 1
Hit by fair byll 8 7 ¢
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Game
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Catcherobstruction ............... e 2 d
Detached equipment hitting ball .. ... ... .. 8 51
Obstruction .. .. ... ... . ... .. 5 h
Plate umpire interference ... ... .. . 6 d
Assistingarunner. . .......... ... . 8 m
Signal . . L L . 7 k
DELIBERATE CRASH (Baserunner) . 8 Y
DESIGNATED PLAYER (DP) (POE M) .. Fp 4 3 ad
4 Ja
Penalty fordlegal DP .. ... ... . ..., 4 5 a
Scoring . e 12 2 alh
DIAMOND DIMENSIONS 2 4 af
Ofticial dimensions of softball field .
DISLODGED BASE 1 19
8 l .~
8 4 ¢
Notout if otf dislodged base 8 9 m
DOUBLE, GROUNDRULE 8 S ha
DOUBLE PLAY 1 20
DROPPED BALL DURING WINDUP Kp 6 12
M t 12
sp 6 8 d
FJECTION FROM GAME S KRR )R]
Altered hat 7 I d EFFECT
7 b
Dehiberate crash ] 8 s
Secund otfense 10 9 ¢
Vialation uf the rules 1t | wdy
EQUIPMENT LR IV
L etton tield (PO #1 10 3 Y NOTE
FRROR 12 Y htha-e
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Daouble first hase ... .. o Sp 3 6 b
Courtesy Runner . . o SP 8 10 a
Extra Player . R Sp 4 4 f
No Slide, No Crash . . . 8 10b
Run-hy ruling sp 8 10 ¢
Double home plate SP 3 4 a
] 10 d
No return hine SP 8 10 e
FLY BALL | 25
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FORCE OUT 1 26
8 4 a
8 7 d
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PITCHING HAND FP 6 6
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SP 6 h
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GAME CALLED

Championstip game called .

GLOVES .
Grey circle or multicolored
Megal glove ... ..

Sufthall glove specifications ... .

GROUND RULES
Dincusston with managers

GROUND RULE DOUBLE
HEADBANDS
HEADWEAR

HEIGHT OF PITCH

HELMET

HESITATION PUICH
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HOME PLATY,
Drawing

HOME RUN
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ILLEGAL GLOVE ..... B K} 7
PENALTY ... ... ... ... .o 7 12
8 90
ILLEGALPITCH ... .... . ....... .. .. FPM 6 1-79
M 6 179
SP 6 I8
16" 6 I8
ILLEGALPITCHER . . . . .. .. l KL}
ILLEGAL PLAYER ... .. .. .. . . 1 KN
INELIGIBLEPLAYER = . . . i Yo
INFLIGHT ... .. ... . . ] kY,
INJEOPARDY . i K}
INPLAY . . . 9 2 a-ac
INCOMPLETE GAME 5 id
INFIELD | R
INFIELD FLY 1 40
7 g
INJURED RUNNER 9 1
INNINGS . | 49
Regulanon games § 34
INSULTING REMARKS TOWARD
PLAYERS OR UMPIRES 10 9 4
INTENTIONALLY DROPPED FLY
BALL (POE #19) 7 it h
INTENTIONAL WALK (POE #21-22) SP 8 2 ¢ EFFECT
INTERFERENCE (POE#23) ! 42
Awding a runner : ] B m
Ball huting umpire ] 2 ¢
9 I opth
Bascrunners return 8 6 ¢
8 8 1~ EFFECT
By hase coach L] 8 my
9 Topth
By hiuserunner ] B pklr
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Bybatter ... Lo

At home plate

By on-deckbatter ........... L.

By plate unipire .. ..
Catcher with bitter on .mcmplcd
squeezeplay ... .. ... ... ..

Deliberate crash by runner(POE #3) .

Offensive equipmenton field .. .. .. :
While fielding foul ball ... ... ... .
With a bat

JEWELRY

JUNIOR OLYMPIC PLAYER

LEAVE GAME

LEGAL DELIVERY OR PITCH

LEGAL TOULCH
LEGALLY CAUGHT BALL
LINE DRIVE
LIVE BALL
LOOK BACK RULE (POLE #24)
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MINIMUMARC ............. ... e SP 6 3¢
16" 6 J ¢
MITTS. ... 3 7
fllegal min ... e 7 12
MODIFIED PITCHING RULES (POE 15) 6 1
-12
MULTICOLORED GLOVES . ... ... 3 7
NOPITCH ..............0 ... ... ... ... FP 6 10 a-e
M 6 10 a-c
SP 6 8 ae
16" 6 10 ad
NO SLIDE, NO CRASH (85-over) sp 8 10 b
NUMBERS, Uniform . 3 10 d
OBSTRUCTION (POE #26) | 47
8 Sbh
Catcher obstruction 8 2 d
OFFENSIVE TFAM : | 48
OFFICIAL BALL, 117, 12", & 16 1 k)
OFFICIAL SCOREKEEPER I2 |
ON-DECK BATTER 1 49
7 13 a-f
Warm-up hats 1 2
ON-DECK CIRCLE DIMENSIONS 2 4 b
Drawings
OUTFIELD | S0
OVERRUN FIRST BASE (POE 127) ] % h
OVERSLIDE 1 St
8 % b
R 8 ha
OVERTHROW (POE 218 | 2
8 i b
8 S £
From paitching plate P M 8 S
PASSED BALL l 53
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PICKOFF ..... ........ .. [
PINETAR(bats) .. ...... ... .. ...
PITCH

Deliberate drop or roll

Delivered with catcher notin
catcher's box

Heaght of pitch

Nlegal

No pitch declared

Quich retuen prich

Retuened by carcher
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SP 6 2
16" 6 2
PITCHER
Credited withloss . ....... ............ 12
Credited withwin . . . . ... .. 12 5 ab
Deliberately dropped or rolled balt .. ... . Fp 6 5
M 6 5
16" 6 b}
Fauls to pitch ball within 20 seconds . . .. . .. Fp 6 it
M 6 5
Fails to pitch ball within 10seconds ..~ . SP 6 3
16" 6 3t
7 7 e
Hesitation throws . . . 16" 6 4
Legaldelivery .. . . FP 6 3 ae
M 6 3 av
Madhified exception . . Sp 6 Yace
16" 6 Jae
Pick off attempts . 167 6 1 (play)
16" 6 4 (play)
Playing runners back w base from
8' circle FP'M 8 LI
Position of feet kP 6 I a
M 6 | a
stepduning delivery FpP 6 2 aband
(play 2}
Remaval after conterence with
manager | 14 a
FP 6 N
M 6 11
Sp 6 9
16" 6 11
Starting pitcher l St
Re enter 4 h
Tape on tinger kP 6 6
M 6 6
sk 6 5
i 6 6
Warm up pitches allow ed
between inmings tp 6 ]
M 6 8§
Sp 6 6
167~ 6 7
bl
O
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IS
& «E <
PITCHER'SPLATE ....... ........... K} §
Contactardelivery .................... FP 6 2 b
M 6 2b
sp 6 2
16" 6 2
Drawing . . ... ... ...
Eight-footcirele ... ... ... 2 4f
Pitcher throws while in contact with . .. . FP 6 9
M 6 9
16" 6 8
PITCHER'SSIGNALS . . ... ... . FP 6 I b
M 6 1 b
PITCHING DISTANCES .. ... .... . . 2 3
PITCHING POSITION . o . FP 6 | ae
M 6 | a-e
SP 6 | a<c
6 2
167 6 1 a<
6 2
PIVOT FOOT | 54
PLATE UMPIRE 1 2 ag
PLAY BALL 1 55
Fail to resume play 1n 2 minutes 5 3 pd)
PLAY MADE BY UNANNOUNCED
SUBSTITUTE 4 7 a
PLAYERS 4 I ag
Mintmum number to play 4 6 af
Otficually entering the game ] 7 ad
Positians 4 2 ad
Removed trom game 4 7 d
PLAYING FIELD 2 |
Drawing
Fitness tor play S 2
PROTESTS (POE #249) 1 17
Decisiony il 7 av
Examples I 1.2
Information needed 1 6 ae
Natification of intent H 4 ab
Time himat 11 S ab
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QUICKRETURNPITCH..... .........

RE-ENTERGAME ... . ... ... . ...

PENALTY FOR ILLEGAL

RE-ENTRY . ... . ... ...
REFUSINGTOPLAY ... . ... .. ...
REGULATIONGAME . .. .. ... ...
REMOVALFROM GAME .. ... ...

Batter uming altered bat . .
Maniger or coach

Substitute not announced
Second offense
Yiolation of rules

RESN

RETURN OF PITCH TO PITCHER

REVERSAL OF UMPIRE'S DECISION
ROSTERS ¢male and temale)
RUN-BY RULE (§5-0ver)
RUNNER
Courtesy runnet tliegal)

Leaving hase too soon on caught fly ball
Leaving hase too soon on pitch

:’k}.:

FP

SP

16"

Fp

Sp

16"

SP

FP

SP

& oo oo — Rule
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S35 & Section
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10
§7

10
10

Article
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g(2)

a
a

f(6)-(M
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Game

Rule

Section
= Arnicle

RUNSBATTEDIN . ... ... ... ..., 12 4 af
RUNSNOTSCORED . ................. s 67
8 1 f
Forceout ... ....... .. ...l 8 4 a
RUNSSCOREDMPOEM ... ......... .. S 5
il K}
SACRIFICEFLY. . ... .. ..., ... l 58
SCOREKEEPER'S SUMMARY ... ... .. 12 7 a8t
SCORING. ... . ... ... ... A 12 -9
Forfeited game records . ... ... ... .. 12 9
Nobaseht . ... . ... ... 12 J ac
Runs . s 67
SHOES (POE /Y . ki 8
SINGLE UMPIRE 10 4
SIXTEEN-INCHSLOW PITCH RULES
Ball . ki k|
Rase distance 2 3
Lead ot 8 6 h EFFECT
Pick ott 6 8
Puching 6 12
Piching distance . 2 k|
Putching hesitation 6 4
Outlicld distance 2 |
SOFTBRALL, 11", 12, & 16" k| 3
SPECTATORS, ABUSIVE
LANGUAGE 10 9 a
Attack umpire S K |
Interierence thlocked ball) | {0
9 | v
SPEED OF PITCH SP 6 la
6™ 6 }a
SPIKES 3 8
Youth 3 )
STARTING LINELP 4 7
Number ol players 4 6
Posimons 4 2 ad
Reenter 4 h)

1.
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g 2
E g §d
S z §%
STARTINGPITCHER ................. | 59
STEALING(POER) . ... ............. | 60
sp 8 6 h
Leaving bases after returning . ........... 8 8 u
Scoring . .. FP 12 8
When ball Imvcs pmher S h.md .......... FPM 8 ja
8 8t
STEPTAKEN BYPITCHER . ..... . ... Fp 6 2 4
M 6 2 a
FP 6 ¢
M 6 e
sp 6 2
16" 6 2
STEPPING OUT OF BATTER'S BOX 7 ("
STOLENBASE . ... . e Fp ! 57
sp 8 6 h
Leaving base after returmng .. FPM 8 8t
Sconng 12 8
When ball leaves pitcher’s hand FP 8 la
STRIKE . 7 6 ap
Ball hitung hmcr on third strike . 7 6 e
Dropped third strike R 2 b
STRIKE ZONE . kP 1 6l
SP i 61
SUBSTITUTE (POE #35)
Courtesy runner Ollegal) 4 7 d
9 l 1
No substitute avaslable b 1 D
Noufy umptre 4 7 a
Officially n game 4 7 hihd)
Re-enter 4 S
Unannounced tillegal) 4 7 a
SUBSTITUTE RUNNER 4 7 ey
For injured player 9 1
SUSPENSION OF PLAY S 1 opth
10 8 ah
TAPE ON PITCHING HAND kP 6 6
M 6 6
4 sp 6 b
N 16" 6 )
R
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g u
S 2 85
TEAM .. . . 4 |
Refusingtoplay .. ... .............. S 3 2)
Tocontinueplaying ................... 4 6 af
] 3 g™
Toswragame ...... ................ 4 6 af
THIRD STRIKE RULE . ... .. e FPM 8 2 b
SP ? It i
THREE-FOOT LINE DIMENSIONS .. . .. 2 4 a
Drawing ..... ... ... ... ... S
THROAT PROTECTORS (masks) ... ... 3 9 a
Umpires .. ... 10 I ¢
THROWING TO A BASE WHILE FOOT
IS IN CONTACT WITH PITCHER'S
PLATE . FP 6 9
M 6 9
16" 6 8
THROWING GLOVE AT BALL 8 S f
TIE GAMES (POE #36) .. 5 3 bdg
Regulation tie 5 4 b
TIME 1 62
By umpire 10 8 ah
Plaver, manager, coach FpP 6 10 ¢
M 6 10 ¢
SP 6 8 e
16" 6 10 ¢
TRAPPED CATCH 7 11 h NOT}
IRIPLE PLAY I 61
TURN AT BAT .. 1 64
UMPIREN w19
Equipment/uniform 10 I ¢
Interterence 8 e
Plate umpire kP 8 6 d
FP/M 9 9
9 2 de
Judgement 10 6
Signals HY 7 ar
Reversal of decision 10 v b
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Game
Rule
Section
Article

UNIFORMS
Forplayers ... . . . e 3 10
Forumpires ... .. ... . 10 1 ¢
Numbersonuniform ........... ... 3 1 d
VIOLATIONS . ......... ... ... .. 10 9 ac
WALK. ... ... o l 3
8 2 ¢
f 8 112) NOTE
WARM-UPBATS ...... ... . . 3 2
WARM-UP PITCHES FOR RELIEVING
PITCHER BETWEEN INNINGS. ... .. FP 6 8
M 6 8
Sp 6 6
16 6 7
7 7f
WHITE WEBBING, CIRCLE, OR
FIGURE ON GLOVE 3 7
WILD PITCH . 1 65
Goes out of play P 8 S ¢
WIN CREDITED TO PITCHER 12 5 ab
WINDUP Fp 6 4 a-e
M 6 4 ae
sSp 6 4 af
16" 6 4 ad
WINNING TEAM 5 4
WITHDRAWN 4 5
WRISTBANDS ON PITCHER FPM 6 6
M 6 6
sp 6 5
16 6 6
YOUTH DIFFERENCES
Metal spkes K} L]
No steahing (FP) Ep 8 6 j exception
Field Dimeasions 2 1.3

I,
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NAGWS Affiliated
Boards of Officials

The Affiliated Boards of Officials (ABO) is one of the structures of
the National Association for Girls and Women in Sport (NAGWS). The
following official statement of goals was approved by the ABO Executive
Council (Winter, 1989) in an effort to clarify the future directions of
ABO:

1. To improve the quality of officiationg for girls' and women’s sports
contests, regardless of the level of skill/maturity of players, or the
rules governing the contest.

2. To increase the number of competent women officials, not to the
exclusion of men, but as needed affirmative action.

3. To promote the involvement of women in the governing bodics of
other sports officiating groups.

The purpose of the ABO is to promote quality - (ficiating for girls’ and
women'’s sports programs by:

(1) Developing officiating techniques

(2) Providing materials for training and rating officials

(3) Disseminating inforraation about officiating

(4) Promoting the use of ABO-rated officials

(5) Developing standards of conduct for officials compatible with the
philosophy of the NAGWS.

(6) Providing the organization and administrative siructnie for the
coordination of the Affiliated Boards.

(7) Promoting standards with respect to training, ratings, and uniforms.

Over 100 Boards of Officials throughout the United States are affiliated
with NAGWS/ABO. These boards provide opportunities for interested
individuals to learn about officiating or judging in various sports. The
ABO disseminates information on proper techniques and mechanics, and
sets standards for evaluation based on those techniques. The ABO also
provides theoretical testing materials and sets standards used to evaluate
officials on their knowledge.
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ABO Executive Council

199 ABO Executive Council

Ann Fruechte, Chair

Karen Gee, Chair-elect

Ann Casey, Past Chair

Michael Blalock, NTT Coordinator

Karen Gee, NRT Coordinator

Jani: Mate«on, Softball Coordinator

Nancy Sommer, Volleyball Coordinator

Terry Lawton, Volleyball Examinations Coordinator
Sharman Carey, High School Representative

ABO Rules Interpreters
Janis Matson, Softball
Sue Lemaire, Volleyball

If you have any questions concerning the rules or techniques of officiating
softball, write to:

Jim O'Drain

4535 Tudor St.

Philadelphia, PA 19136
Additional information regarding ABO sofiball officiating can be
obtained by writing:

Janis Matson

11 Rouds End
Pittsboro. NC 2732

BEST COPY AVAILABLI
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Statement of Philosophy of the
Affiliated Boards of Officials

The Role of the Officlal in the Competitive Situation

Educational values should be of primary concern to all who have
leadership roles in a competitive program. As one of those fulfilling
leadership roles, the official must be concerned with promoting those
values and with the welfare of teh participant. The nnique contribution
of the official is assuring equal opportunity and fair play for all. The
official essentially acts as an arbitrator, providing judgments that are
within the spirit and intent of the rules. Decisions are based on objective
evidence, free from bias and from the emotion that often prevades the
competitive environment.

An official enters the competitive situation with a thorough under-
standing of the letter, as well as the intent of the rules, the strategy,
and skills of the sport to be played, and correct execution of officiating
techniques to view the contest accurately. The official maintains a friendly
yet reserved attitude toward all throughout the sport expericnce. The
official is flexible, operating within officiating standards appropriate to
the age of the performers, the level of skill, and the facilities available.
Biases by players, spectators, and coaches will be evaluated with an
understanding not only of the multiplicity of ways in which individuals
may react to a competitive experience but also of the behavior appropriate
to such an educational experience. Duties will be performed fairly,
efficiently, and without drawing undue attention to the official. In order
to strengthen the official’'s effectiveness, personal evaluation of
performance will be made and solicitation of constructive criticism from
coaches, players, and administrators will be sought. Though receiving
a fee, the ultimate reward to the official will be that of having rendered
a valuable service to girls and women who have found personal meaning
in expressing themselves through the mediua of sport.
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Affiliated Boards of Officials

Honor Award

The Affiliated Boards of Officials encourage NAGWS members to
consider nominating a candidate for the ABO Honor Award. Criteria
for the award are as follows:

1. Candidates shall be at least 30 years of age and shall have worked in_
promoting ofiiciating through the ABO for at least ten years.

5. Candidates shall be persons of high moral character and personal
integyity who by their leadership and efforts have made an outstand-
ing and noteworthy contribution to the advancement of girls' and
women's sporis through officiating.

3. To indicate leadership of meritorious contribution, the candidars
should present evidence of successful experience in any six or more
categories of service from the following:

Category 1: Offices- Leadership

1. Member of the Executive Ccuncil of the Affiliated Board of
Officials.

7. Qutstanding rervice at the state level in promoting the work of
ABO.

Category 2: Committee Work

3. Chairperson of 4 committee of the ABO. such as a sport
officiating committee.

4. Committee work over a perid of three years of more with local.
state. district or the national organization within the structure of
A.B.O.

Category 3: Writing- Research

5. Author or co-author of one or more books in areas dealing with
officiating of girls” of women's sports.

6. Author of five or more articles concerning officiating of girls” or
women's sports which have been published in periodicals of
national scope.

7. Producer or director of a movie or other visual aid to be used in
the teaching of officiating.

Category 4: Speaking and Teaching

8. Significant addresses for educational groups. conventions, radio
and television audiences about officiating of girls’ and women's
sports.

9. Presentations of clinics and workshops concerning officiating of
girls” and women's sports.

10. Teaching and training of officials

. V-5
EMC NAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE

1.0




Category 5: Officiating and Rating

11. Holding a national ABO rating.

12. Being an official at a regional or national girls' or women's
tournament.

13. Rating of officials for a period of five or more years.

Category 6: Public Relations

14. Promoting the use of ABO officials as an administrator of a
school or recreation group or as a committee member of a city or
league.

15. Serving on the governing body of sports officiating groups other
than ABO and contributing liaison efforts and/or the promotion
of the involvement of women in the decision making process of
other sport groups.

16. An outstanding original contribution to the development of
officiating of girls’ and women's sports not included in the above.

Send recommendations to:
ABO Honor Award
NAGWS Program Administrator
1900 Association Drive
Reston, VA 22091

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Standards for Officials’ Ratings in
Softball

There are four ratings for officials. Each is designed to mect the needs
of various levels of softball competition and to stimulate the interest of
individuals who desire to officiate. The Apprentice Rating qualifies the
holder to officiate with another umpire. at lower level secondary games.
The Local Rating qualifies the holder to officiate lower level secondary
games or high school varsity games with another umpire. The State
Rating qualifies the holder to officiate any secondary game with or
without another umpire. The Collegiate Rating (formerly the State or
National) qualifies the holder to officiate any high school. junior college.
or four year college game.

Duration of Rating

All ratings are for one year. Participants must meet the standards set
for the theoretical examination and the rules and mechanics clinic de-
fined below.

Theoretical Examination

The written examination is given yearly to insure that the official has a
thorough knowledge of the rules, and knows how to apply them. Itis the
NAGWS policy to set minimum standards with the understanding that
all softball boards will adhere to them. There are two different forms of
the test which can be administered one week apart for a participant who
has failed to attain the minimum standards on the first form and wishes
to be retested.

Rules and Mechanics Clinic

All umpires must attend an approved rules and mechanics clinic given
by cithera member of the Nutional Staff or by a person designated by the
local board.

Practical Examination

All practical examinations will be at the discretion of the local boards.

One suggested system would be to set up a committee of evaluators

(minimum of three). The evaluators would observe (unannounced or
ou

Q )
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announced) a team of two officials during a double header. The evalu-
ators will observe and make note of the individual's mechanics and
knowledge of the rules both behind the plate and on the bases. Specifi-
cally. the raters would be critiquing the following: promptness (arrives
carly). neatness of uniform. pregame duties, rules and application, me-
chanics, positioning and angle for calls, judgement and decisiveness,
cooperation with partner, control of game, composure, reaction to
game/crowd pressure, and general attitude. The evaluators would then
meet with each official to discuss the strong aspects of their performance
and to provide feedback on ways to improve.

Requirements for Ratings
Apprentice Officlal

1. a. Theoretical examination—minimum score of 70%.
b. Practical examination—must show an interest in becoming an
umpire and demonstrate basic umpiring mechanics.
2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic.

Local Officlal

1. a. Theoretica. cxamination—minimum score of 76%.

b. Practical examination—must demonstrate a basic understanding
of rule application and umpiring mechanics as determined by local
board.

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic.

State Officlal

1. a. Theoretical examination—minimum score of 82%.

b. Practical examination—must be able to interpret and enforce all
rules and demonstrate proper mechanics and correct positioning
as determined by the local board.

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic.

Colleglate Official

1. a. Theoretical examination—minimum score of 82%.

b. Practical examination—must be an experienced official with a
minimum of three (3) years of umpiring and successfully com-
pleted a practical examination as determined by the local board.

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic.

O ‘ -
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Patch and Uniform

All NAGWS/ABO officials are required to wear an official ABO
patch which can be purchased only by board chairs, from the National
Office. Patches are sport and rating specific, i.e., State, Softball. At this
time, there is not a patch for collegiate officials.

The following uniform is required of all ABO officials receiving fees
for their services: All umpires are to be dressed according to Rule 10,
Section 1. Male and female umpires shall wear a powder blue Elbeco
shirt, long or short sleeved; dark, navy trousers and cap. All other
paraphernalia (socks, leather or vinyl belt, ball bag and jacket) must also
be dark navy blue for both male and female umpires. The plate umpire,
whether male or female, in fast pitch must wear a mask with a throat
protector. Body protectors are mandatory for females in fast pitch and
are optional in slow pitch.

1v.
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How To Become A Rated Official

tw

J

. Study the rules, techniques of officiating, and study questions.
Attend interpretations mectings and officiating clinics or training
courses conducted in your vicinity,

. Practice often. Tosome, officiating comes cisily : to others it comes
anly as the result of hard work and concentration. Welcome criti-
cism and work hard toimprove.

Find out from the chair of the nearest athliated board when exam-

inations for ratings are to be held.

Take your rating remembering that itis the aim of the Aftiliated

Boards of Otficials to maintain high standards for officials.

Methods for Practical Examinations
A. New Candidates

ERICv-10
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New NAGWS ABO candidintes (inexpericneed or unregistered)

can qualify for an apprentice rating by meeting one of the

following critetia:

4. attend a sertes of structured chimes set up by the Board, the
number to be specthied by the Board, or

b sceute d passing grade and the recommendation of the instruc-
tor inan oftierating course at the college tevet (the course must
be approved by the Board), or

¢ attend ofticating cowses ottered by another organization
Candidate must secure i recommendation from sdaid course
and such o coutse must be approved by the Board, Courses
altered by recreation departments or adult education would
be aceeptable

New apprentices shall work with maore expenenced officils tor a

number of contests. as designated by the attihated board.

New NAGWS ABO candidates (those who are experienced

officials andror registered with other officiating organizations)

can be awarded a rating after completing the following require-

ments:

a. receiving the appropriate score on the NAGWS/ABO
Theoretical Examination (Form A or Form B). and.

b. demonstrating ability to use ABO officiating techniques. The
local Affiliated Board shall specify the nature of the demon-
stration but shall recognize the official’s experience.

N NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT
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B. Methods for Practical Renewal
1. An official may renew or upgrade a rating by officiating under

observation of the examining committee. Sce this section for

number of raters require.J.

Alternative Method for Renewing at the same level: (Exception:

basketball and volleyball nationals, gymnastics officials, and

synchronized swimming officials).

a. officiate a minimum of 3 intercollegiate, interscholastic, or
interagency contests during which a minimum of § different
evaluators are involved. Evaluators may be sought from
coaches of the teams involved and/or ABO officials watching
the contest. (The NAGWS/ABO official must have a rating
comparable to that being sought by the renewal candidate.)
Prior to the contest, the candidate shall ask the coaches
and/or officials to respond to the evaluation postcard ad-
dressed to the appropriate sports chair, indicating the quality
of officiating. After the contest, the person responding
should fill out the postcard, indicating an opinion as to the
competency of the official and mail it to the appropriate
sports chair. If an average of 4 is scored by the official as
indicated from the 5 responses, a national rating is automatic,
providing that & minimum of 88 had been scored on the
theoretical examination. If an average of 3.5 is scored by the
official as indicated from the 5 responses, a state rating is
automatic, providing that a minimum of 82 had been scored
on the written examination.

b. officiate a designated number of contests, such to be desig-
nated by the board.

If written complaints are received about an official renewing as in a. or

b. above. @ more formal method should be used.

o8 ]

Recommended Fees

L ocal boards should establish tees that reflect the level st rating of the
ofthaal as well as the tvpe and fevel of competution within then locale.
Boards are encouraged to estabhisit tees in compunction with local gos -
crmng groups The tee schedule should reflect ditferential pay based
upon rating lewvels.

It stronghy recommended that fee schedules not ditter trom that of
otherabs of bosy” sports, given substantially similar type and level ot
competition s girls” sports,

O
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Registration of Officials

Most states require those who officiate either boys’ or girls' in-
terscholastic contests to be registered with the Stae High School Athletic
Association or other administrative body. All NAGWS/ABO officials
who officiate high school or junior high school games are urged to
cooperate fully with their state regulatory body.

Amateur Standing of Officials

An official who wishes to n aintain amateur status as a participant
in a sport must be aware of the ruling(s) on amateur status established
by various governing bodies for that sport.

Amateur status is defined by high school and college governing bodies
as well as by national sport governing bodies that hold the franchise
from international sport governing groups.

The official who wishes to mzintain amateur status as a participant
is responsible for investigating the specific regulations of each governing
body with jurisdiction over such eligibility.

Natlonal Governing Bodles

Basketball—Write the Amateur Basketball Association of the United
States of America, 1750 E. Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909.

Competitive Diving—Write US. Diving Inc., 901 W. New York St.,
Indianapolis, IN 46202.

Competitive Swimming — Write U.S. Swimming, 1750 E. Boulder St.,
Colorado Springs, CO 80909.

Gymnastics—Write the United States Gymnastics Federation, 1099 N.
Meridian, Suite 380, Indianapolis, IN 46204.

Soccer—Write the United States Soccer Federation, 350 Fifth A e,
Suite 4010, New York,NY 10118.

Softball (Fast Pitch and Slow Pitch)—Write Amateur Softball
Association, 2801 N.E. 50th. St., RR #4, Box 385, Oklahoma City,
OK 73111,

Synchronized Swimming—Write U.S. Synchronized Swimming Inc.,
1750 E. Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909.

Track and Field —Write the Athletics Congress/USA, 155 W. Wash-
ington St., Suite 220, Indianapolis, IN 4620a4.

Volleyball— Write the United States Volieyball Association, 1750 E.
Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909.

a
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Information for Affiliated Boards
How to Establish a Board of Officials

1. Establish the need for an affiliated board by contacting individuals
in the area who have current ratings or who are interested in
standardizing and raising the level of officiating.

2. Write to NAGWS/ABO Program Administrator, c/o NAGWS/
AAHPERD, 1900 Association Drive, Reston, VA 22091, for a
sample copy of an authorized constitution for officials’ boards and
application for becoming an affiliaied board.

3. At a designated meeting of interested individuals present plans for
forming a board.

4. Choose a name which will permit expansion of function as need
may arise; do not limit title to one sport.

b. from the group, elect a chair, chair-elect, secretary, and treasurer.

¢. form an examining committee of at least three members for
each sport in which you would like to give ratings. If any member
has been rated elsewhere, such experience should be helpful;
such a rating is not necessary, however. It is suggested that
members of the examining committee be examined and obtain
ratings from other affiliated boards whenever possible.

d. make plans for drawing up a constitution according to the sample
copy received from the NAGWS/ABO Program Administrator
of the NAGWS Affiliated Boards of Officials. Plan to devote
some time to the study of the rules and to practice officiating.
If possible, secure the assistance of some rated official in each
sport for which the Board anticipates giving ratings.

4  Send the completed application form, two copies of the local
constitution, and a check for $25 affiliation fee (made payable to
the NAG WS Affiliated Boards of Officials) to the NAGWS National
Office. Indicate the sports in which you wish to grant ratings by
listing the names and qualifications of 3 interested individuals.
Approval of the application will come from the ABO Past Chair
who will request that examination packets be sent to your Affiliated
Board Chair for all sports in which your Board is authorized to
give ratings. The process of accepting an application for affiliation
ofa new Board and of requesting that the proper examination packets
be sentordinarily takes several weeks. Prospective Boards, therefore,
should file for affiliation at least 2 months before they wish to
hold rating sessions.

Q I v ; '
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5. Administer Form A of the National Theoretical Examination. Form
B of the National Theoretical Examination may be administered
to those who did not pass Form A.

6. Conduct practice sessions in rating officials. All persons on the
examining committee who have not previously rated officials should
have a minimum of three practice sessions prior to actually rating.
Secure the assistance of a rated official in these practice sessions
if at all possible.

7. Give practical examinations to individuals who pass the written
examination. (Note minimum number of raters required to give
various ratings in this section.)

8. Order appropriate rating cards and patches from the NAGWS
National Office for distribution to those who pass the theoretical
and practical examination.

9. Send lists of approved officials to schools and other organizations
in the area. This notice should indicate the fees for officiating and
should give the name, address, rating, and telephone number of
cach official.

10. Keep accurate lists of all persons receiving ratings. Submit an
NAGWS computer report for each sport in which your Board is
authorized to give ratings and submit to the NAGWS National
Office. An appropriate NAGWS computer form is included in cach
examination packet. Due date for submitting all forms: June 1:
exception: Gymnastics due January 1. Send completed exam answer
sheets to the NAGWS National Office, who conducts a yearly item
analysis,

Adding Sports—Expansion of Services

Should a Board wish to add ratings in other sports, the Chair of the
Board should write the ABO Past Chair ¢/o NAGWS National Office.
The Board should indicate the names of a mimmum of 3 persons qualified
to act as examiners in that sport for the neat 2 years. Qualifications
and experience in the sport should be listed for each potential examiner.
Should your Board qualify. you will be notified by the ABO Past Chair
and will receive a packet for admunistering examinations.

Maintaining Affiliated Status
To maintain affiliated status in cach sport i which it gives ratings,
a Board must:
1. Pay dues cach year to the NAGWS National Office, (Notitication will
be sent cach spring
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7. Submit a yearly NAGWS computer report to the NAGWS National
Office regarding the current status of rated officiais. (Reports for
each sport must be submitted by June 1, witn the exception of
Gymnastics, which is due by January 1. Appropriate forms are included
in examination packets.)

Note: Examination packets are mailed yearly to qualified boards on:

July 1-—Volleyball
January | —Gymnastics
January |5—Fast Pitch Softbail
If you do not receive your packet(s) within 2 weeks of the above
dates, contact the National Office, 1900 Association Drive, Reston, VA
22001 (703) 476-3452

BEST COPY AVAILAB.E
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NAGWS AFFILIATED BOARDS OF OFFICIA!.+
BOARD AFFILIATION APPLICATION

hereby applies

(Full name of Bourd-nust include the word "Board™)

on this day of 19__ . to obuain the status of affiliated
board with the National Association for Girls and Women in Sport
Affiliated Boards of Officials in the sport(s) below.

Note: Indicate the level of rating your board is secking authorization
to grant by using the following code - L = Locg); S = State or Regional;
N = National (for softball only*). See other sid= for Criteria fo raters.

VOLLEYBALL SOFTBALL (FAST PITCH)
*National Volleyball ratings only awarded by National Rating Teams.
BOARD CHAIR:

Name:

Addresa:

Phone (H)

tW)
For cach sport in which ratings are to be given, hst three (3) individuals
who will comprise the itial rating comnttee (attach a separate sheet
it more space is needed).

1
]
Name of Raters | Sport | Level of Ratingiattach card) or:()lhcr Qualifications (attach)
i
T .
|
!
]
-
|
!
i
!
1
1
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If raters have a current NAGWS/ABO rating, enclose a copy of the
rating card. Without ABO rating card documentation. your board cannot
receive approval to grant ratings above a local level. (sce Criteria for
Raters below). If raters are not NAGWS/ABO officials, outline their
quahm ations on a separate sheet and attach to application. Please include,
«‘here appropriate. membership in other officiating associations, schools
and tournaments officiated. and years of experience.
Indicate the geographical areas for which this Board will be responsible
thy city or county preferably). NOTE: As part of the affiliation process,
NAGWS: ABO must venty that vour proposed territory will not contlict
with any area serviced by existing ABO Boards.

CRITERIA FOR RATERS

A, Anindividual with an ABO local, state, national. or honorary rating
is quahfied to serve as a rater. The highest raung a candidate may
receive 1 determined by the highest rating held by 2 membents)
ol the rating < omumttee. Numbers ot raters tor each rating level
dre:
a4 Intramural - board sets criteriy
b. Apprentice - hoard sets critena or at least one tater with a local

rating or above.

¢ local - two raters: one of whom must hold a local rating
ar above.

d das . three raters: one of whom must hold a state rating
ar ahove; others must be local or above

¢ National - three raters, one of whom must hold a national

rating, others must be local or above
Excepuon volleyball nutional ratings can onlv be
awarded by National Raung Team «(NRT)
members
B A rtating team may include no more than one examiner
¢ Forthe firsttwo vears ot atfihauon. raters need not hold any ratings.
however. such g board may only give intramural. apprentice. and
local ratings
D Adter ceenving mitial approvad te etfibate with ABO. a board may
upgrade Gie wyvel of ratng 1t w authonzed to grand in a sport by
~ubmuting new rating card documentation
Send this application. a $25.00 check for the affiliation fee made
payable to Affiliated Boards of Officials, and two copies of your
Board ronstitution to:
ABO Past Chair
c/o NAGWS National OfTice
1900 Association Drive
. k)
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National Association for Girls & Women in Sport

Sports Library for Girls and Women

The American Alliance for

Health, Physical Education,

Recreation, and Dance

1900 Association Dr.

Q o Reston, VA 22091
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