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During the summer of 89, I travelled to India with 17 other American high
school teachers on a Fulbright-Hays Seminar Grant to study Indian History and
Culture. And as a teacher of the Afro-Asian World (Social Studies 9), now renameq,
as we have the want to do, Global Studies 1, 1 read, travelled, and studied in all
the areas of the course except for India. This was to be my jewel in the academic
Crowi.

Upon acceptance in early April of 1989, the United States Department of Education
and USEFI (United States Educational Foundation in India), in particular, began inundat-
inc me with pamphlets, suggested reading Jlists, articles, travel tips. This all
culminated with a 2-plus day orientation program in Washington, D.C. just prior to
departure. Four former Indian Fulbrighters tried to further sensitize us to India
by sharing their thoughts and experiences (slides, music, incense, remembrances).

Visits to Indian restaurants and a collective greeting at the Indian Embassy capped
it off.

D.C. to Delhi is a real "schlep" as they say in Yiddish. We arrived at 3 A.M.
the day after we left - add 93 hours of time zones (I still don't understand that time
aberration), 15 hours +/- flight time, and a two-hour layover in Frankfurt, W. Germany.
As much as I read about India, viewed videos and TV productions, spoke to my Indian
students (Elmont Memorial High School is blessed with a growing population from the Sub-
Continent, and several of my students offered me their orientation progruam to their
forme.: hame), listened to, queried, heard from former Fulbrighters - nothing totally
prepared me for the immensity of what is India.

Incira Gandhi International Airport is like and unlike any airport in the world
be it J7K, O'Hare, or Dulles. Multitudes of humanity at 3 A.M.; a whirling endless
movenient, but amidst that are people sleeping on the pavement. And, of course, the
heat and humidity - it is instant (and a constant state of) meltdown. The difference
between 3 A.M. and 3 P.M. (on that July day) is only a matter of a few degrees and a
few percentage points; the temperature and humidity race each other towards 100. The
smell of incense (by the end of the trip my olfactory (or is it old factory) could
distinguish between jasmine, saffron, etc.) and the smell of urine reached my nostrils
as we left the airport.

Yes it's all there - beggars on the streets, public defecation, the occasional
lepers outside public monuments, the "holy" cows, ladies in saris with their forehead
dot (bundis), saffron robed religious figures (sadhus) saying prayers, chanting mantras.
One must not dwell on the negatives or what we have stereotyped India to be. To often
our media, and we share the guilt by internalizing and accepting these short vignettes
or terse cammentaries as being universal, portray India as a land of beggars with
immense poverty; but there is beauty, wealth, productivity, and industry. We look at
India as India during the Raj, or the Mughal dynasties - that faraway place in a
faraway time, those bejeweled, bygcne days that mystify and captivate our imaginations.
In a way India straddles time zones for much of rural India, village India as Oscar
Lewis said, lives in an age gone by'.
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But the urban India, Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta are like Paris, D.C., and New York.

So India stands with one foot in the distant past and another in the 20th
century. Arranged marriages, dowry deaths, caste obligations, exist side by side
with Ncbel Prize experiments in light refraction, nuclear technology, and satellites
being orbited around the earth.

One measure of a society is to read its daily newspapers; India's newspapers
range in quality from my favorites (the New York Times and Newsday) to the lower
end of the journalistic spectrum (the pap one can scan while waiting at the super-
market checkout line). There is no lack of choice and more encouraging is that
there is freedom of the press. There is a vocal, verbal, loyal and ctherwise,
opposition with a full scciopolitical spectrum of viewpoints. As I read the daily
papers (Indian Express, The Times of India, The Hindustan Times, The Hindu, The
Statesman et al), I felt I was beginning to grasp the vitality, the dynamism of
this wonderful nation.

Yes, there is poverty aplenty. Yes, it's a land of 500,000 plus villages of
mud brick homes. Yes marriages are still arranged and some girls are married in
their early teens - don't harbor on the negative. Sense it, feel it, experience it
and you'll love it as I did.

I've collected newspaper articles over the 40 plus days I sojourned on the sub-
continent. They come fraom all over - from Srinigar in the Vale of Kashmir to
the borie white sands of Madras beaches; “rom the urbane streets of Bambay to the Ghats
on the Ganga in Varanasi; from Agra and its marble magnificance, the Taj Mahal, to
Calcutta, theCity of Joy, and Mother Teresa, bless her soul. I've divideu them into
several categories with catchy Madison Avenue titles???; and I've added same comments to
each section including same possible uses for same of the articles in the classroom.

Nam aste.
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WOMEN: - LIKE AVIS, #2 BUT TRYING HARDER

On my very first night in New Delhi at the Claridges Hotel, 1 was regaled with
a wedding ceremony. The groom arrived on horseback decked out in a jeweled turban and
a cream white suit. He was preceded up the local streets by a marching band fully
attired in what I saw as disheveled high school band uniforms. Members of the groom's
family, males mostly, walked on all sides of the groam in a less than military march.
The musical fanfare was accompanied by a light show of sorts; men carrying some necon
lights in a triangular shape (10 of them) walked ahead of the band. This gaudy, loyal
column approached the Claridge at a funeral pace, adding passersby, me included,
along their route.

In the hotel the bride's family and female members of the groam's entourage awaited
the groom's dramtic entrance. The women wore beautiful saris, each one more beautiful
than the other - silk mostly w. th some cotton ones, most sewn with gold or silver
thread. It was a stunning, beautiful assemblage of stunningly beautiful wamen of all
ages. This was an upper-class affair, and although many Indians perceive all Americans
as affluent, virtually every member of the wedding party could have bought and sold
this Long Island teacher. The sheer joy that this event produced overflowed on to the
foreign guests staying at the hotel. Many of my fellow Fulbrighters were invited to
join in the wedding. So here 1 am - Chicago Cub t-shirt, a pair of beige khakis and my
Reeboks - I felt like an outcast albeit a most welcamed one. The bride entered led by
two flower petal tossing childrem. She wore a beautiful Indian outfit - an overblouse
and pants - of cream, yellow, beige, and muted red. Flowers in her hair, a large ring
in her nostril and other jewel accessor.es added color and enchantment to her presence.
My eyes looked upon her before her groam caught his first glimpse - so technically I
saw her first. For, yes, this was an arranged marriage, a traditional one.

To an Ame:ican who has sampled the American institution of marriage on more than
one occasion, and one who believes in it wholeheartedly, I was curious to the pros and
cons of the "arranged marriage." There are many. Imagine as a teenagers all the pressure
of dating, wondering if your prince will ever came, etc. - Your Indian counterpart
doesn't have these concerns. He knows his parent will find someone befitting the
family's status.

India is not a marital paradise. Wamen are sill second class citizens but this
is changing especially among the urban educated (this, however, is a minute percentagc
of the nation's total population). The articles on the following pages indicate some
of the problems that Indian wamen face - same uniquely theirs, others quite universal.

A) Dowry deaths - yes, they are shocking. You might want to ask your students why
they are happening? What does it tell one about socicty? 1f we camplain about
our mothers-in-law, consider the young Indian bride's plight.

B) What physical abuse are yourg women in our society subjected to (date rape, etc.) -
try to make the students see that the abuse of wamen is not uniquely an Indian
phenomenon.

C) The matrimonial ads attached here are hysterical. Have the kids read same of
the guy's ads and some of the ladies. Again what can one learn about a society
by reading a series of these ads? Tell the students to bring some ads from thear
local papers (marriace ads) and campare them or have the kids tell you what can he
learned about that society fram those ads.

Q -2 - 1‘




D)

E)

Indian movies - I have an article here about scaked heroines; and, one could
campare our movies to the Indian variety along the lines of using women as lures
to increase the box office. Have the students bring in movie ads that are

suggestive, exploitive.

BEqual pay for equal work - list a variety of jobs on the board and see if the
students feel/know that wamen and men have an equal opportunity e.g. pro sports,
medicine, law, government. Several of the articles included seem to indicate
that it's an uphill battle for wamen to break into certain professions, and even

then get equal pay.
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: y y ' v ry iteme. Mrs Babli said both
of them were beaten up reg-
! R . ularly by their in-laws.
-~ BOEE - The magistrate compieted
! oo his inquiries yesterday and for-
EN Correspondent

statement to the Punjabi Bagh else in the house at that time, V37ded his report to the local
NEW DELHI, July $— Sub-Divisonal magistrate,said Later in the afternoon, W:“'”:v"‘l’“ ,

A 21-year-old woman was 3 about 2p.m. Sudesh Palagd when all the family members _ NOTth-West District police

your Sunits forcibly tied a rope returned home, they decided Chief S. K. Jain said a case of
strangled with a rope and . fope ¢ . murder and harassment was

around Saroj’s neck and were to cremate Saroj. Even the vil- MUl h

cremated in North-West strangling her when she rushed lage pradhan, Mr Bhagwan, a registered against Sudegh Pal
Deihi because she could 1. the room hearing Saroj distant relative of the Sudesh 27 his family *his morning. A

not bring sufficlent dow- Pal family, agreed to keep Police team had been sent to

ry. - SISTER A quiet. v P the village for arresting the ac-

ol g strangled with 4 : Saroj was cremated the A o Pal and

' rope by her husband, Sudesh JEERNVIEIIVI NN sme aftemoon. Her family  He desh Pal an
Pal, and his sister, Sunita, in members,. however, were in- "'","“ ;“:’ ;:"‘h r "“"shf

their house at Jatkod village scream formed at 8 p.m. only, at least While Babli's husband, Shri

Pal, and his parents are wanted

under Kanjhawala police sta-  Sudhes Pal let Saroj go and five hours after th.c cremation. for harassment for dowry.

tion in the afternoon of June pounced on Babli. Babli, Mrs Babii and her parents,
23, alleged Mrs Babli, Saroj's according to her statemeit, who reported the matter to the
sister married to Sudesh Pal's was kicked and hit with fists Punjabi Bagh SDM later, com-
brother, Shri Pal. She is the before being locked up in a plained that Sudesh Pal and his
sole witness to the murder of room. family had been harassing both 14
her sister. Soon after, Saroj was thesisters fornot bringing tele-

Qo Mrs Babli, who made her strangled. There was no one vision, fridge and similar dow-

—-—
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Dowry now or inheritance later?

.H -

It was an article in Maiiushi that eparkes o ti; - ment Studies and student bodies
recent debate on dowry. Is womern'z righ ¢ ¢
equal inheritance the solution to the dowr,

problem?

Seetha speaks to women activists to find ou®

UND PFile and Jalta

Sawaal. Two searing

films on a bwaing

issue — dowry. Long

after they were tele-
cast, letters continue to pour into
newspaper offices, expressing
people’s anguish and anger at the
system,

But public moumning is all that
dow?‘vietims like the Kanpur
and Palghat sisters and Shalini
Malhotra get. For despite legisiat-
ive measures and increased
awareness, the spectre of dowry
still looms large over Indian
woruen, taking its toll of lives
both after marriage and before.

But for how long are women to
be made sacrificial lambs at the
altar of dowry? What is behind
this insatiable greed? Who is to
vanquish the system and where
does its weak spot lie? There gre
no casy answers to these ques-
tions. For though women's
groups realise the complexity of
the issue — involving as it does
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But now a great dowry debate
is on. sparked off by an arucle in
Manushi. ,Its editor, Madhu
Kishwar, noted that a pledge
taken in the early 1980s not to
tttend any gowry weddings in
the hope that this would build up
pressure  within families and
communities against the practice
did not have the desired effect.
“Most young women for whose
benefit we wish to ‘abolish’

dowry are not willing to give up
dowry.” The thrust of Kishwar's
argument was that women's right
10 equa!l inheritance and equa!
control over property must be
transiated from '#per law into
concrete fact to effect any mean-
ingful change in their status. Till
then, merely calling for abolition
of dowry will make no difference
either ¢ the practice orto
the poweriess status of women ss
daughters and wives.

Kishwar has a point but it’s
not a new one. The awareness
that dowry has to be tackled from
various fronts was there at the
time the anti-dowry movement
was at its peak in the early and
mid-*80s. The movement started
off when in the late *70s a large
number of married women were
either murdered or committed
suicide due to dowry-related
harassment.

Campaign

The attack on the system was
three-pronged, says Ranjana
Kumari, vice-president of the
Mahila Dakshita Samiti. The
press highlighted such cases.
Pramila Dandavate moved a bill
in Parliament seeking an amend-
ment to the Dowry Prohibition
Act, 1961. This was later
withdrawn ir. favour of an of-
ficial bill. And five major na-
tional women's groups — the All-
India Women's Conference,
Mabila Dakihita Samiti, Na-
tional Federation of Indian
Women, YWCA, and Janwadi
Mahila Samiti — got together to
form the Dahej Virodhi Chetna
Manch. A number of other or-
ganisations — women's groups
like Saheli and Karmika, the
Centrie for Womnen's Develop-

< also joined in.

The Manch took up a wide
range of issues besides changes in
laws — equal inheritance nghts,

istration of marriages and all
gifis given at the time of mar-
riage, family courts, legal aid and
employment opportunities. The
consistent pressure and a
massive rally at the Boat Club in
1982 culminated in the Dowry
Prohibition (Amendment) Act
being passed.

But the practice has not even
been dented. Rather, over the
years it has spread — to com-
munities and regions which were
not practising it earlier ~ and
intensified among communities
which were practising it.

Will equa!l inheritance rights
make a difference? Many believe
it will — 10 an extent. For dowry,
quite often, is seen as pre-
mortem inheritance ie in-
heritance before death. People,
Saheli volunteers say, often give
dowry instead of giving & share in
property. This is one of the
reasons why girls themselves are
not willing to forgo dowry, even
as & matter of principle.

But there are basic differences,
not the least that one comes into
an inheritance only after a

parent’s death, which may well

be 20 to 25 years afier marriage.
Dowry, on the other hand, caters
10 the immediate needs of the in-
laws for cash and luxury goods.

In a paper on “Women and
Land Rights in India” in the
Journal of Peasant Studies. Bina
Agarwal of the Institute of Econ-
omic Growth lists .five dif-
ferences between dowry and in-
heritance:

The quantum of dowry has no
relation to the shares of sons in
ancestral property. While the
sons' shares are fixed, the
amount of dowry depends on a
range of factors such as the econ-
omic situation of the family, the
affluence and qualifications of &

m and the social status of his

ily, the attractiveness of the
bride, the marriage slliance.. con-
tracted by ber sisters.

Wacther or not dowrv is Riven
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922 women burnt to death |

Yet another dowry
ath in Capital

' By A Staff Regortes her since ber marriage two-and-a-
half-years ago. Their demands were

Indian .

- e

&

NEW, DELHI, 7:

perceniage
16 per cent,

against 14.6 per cent in

g
2
E

1987, the minister told Mr Vijay N.

Patil, report agencies.

-

179 dowry deaths

in State

New Deldi, July 20 (UNI:
Maharashtra registered the largest
number of dowry deaths in the
country during 1988, followed by
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh.
Minister of State for Personnel P.
Chidambaram told the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday.

in a written reply, he said
Maharashtra reported 294 dowry
deaths, Kamataka 179 and
Madhya Pradesh 135.

HERE was another dowry
déath in theyapilll Iast week,

when.22-year-old Vimlesh met with

Delhi. . .
Vimiesh died of burms at the
Jayaprakash Narayan hospital on

'~ Friday.Sn her dying statement, she

said her in-laws had set her on
fire, apd that they had been torturing
) L3

s

saying that she had
“harassed

specific: give us the houses belonging
1 your brothers in Vikaspuri and in
Dilshad Gardens. Five of her in-laws
;et:. .mSiu;h' but llelr father-in-law,
ahar , 8 failway employee
escaped, and was still nbucondpjlng
Vimlesh came from Anand Parbat,
in Central Delhi, where she lived
with her widowed mother and six
brothers. She married Vinod, a 28-
g;rdd businessman in carly 1987.
had two daughters, 18-month-
id Kanchan, and a four-month-old

by.

" ‘Her family alicged that she was

segularly beaten up. She was ofie..
mnmfofdays. and her in-laws

10 let her use the phone or
meet bi - brothers.

Last Wednesday, she was beaten up
before she was set on fire, according
10 her family. She sustained 100 per
cent burns. was taken to hospital
where she succuribed to her bumns.

A case of murder was registered,
;‘n:d: manhunt launched for Nahar

In another case, Kanta 25, of Oid
Seemapuri, was found severely burnt
in her house on Sunday. She was
rushed 10 Guru Tegh Bahadur hospi-
:l. ‘ff she was 4 toml»k

ayak Jayaprakash Naryan pi-
tal, but she succumbed to her burns.

While the police were investigating,
Kanta's brother a complaint
continually

by bher mother-in-lav,
Munni Devi, and her brother-in-law,
Ram Kishore. The police arrested the
two accused.




TROCITIES on women in
Bihar are on the rise. Accord-
ing to the state government’s retron,
76 cases of rape, 74 cases of kidnap-

B'ng, 95 cases of outraging modesty,
dowry-related murders and 15

mlﬁni to f Rs /10,000 more | )

from her parents. also deman- . - —

“&:baﬂd' adt:e::m“:::; - . o_o

.pame, th A

ﬁws.,, b s s oo trqc1t:.|es ©on women

the marriage concealed

et b v et e onrise in Bihar

ezt Thepofie SR ITUER By ANEETA SHARMA ists commented that 1988 could best
The Times of ludia News Service be described as the year of *police

PATNA, July 20: atrocities on women.”

According to the 1981 census
Bihur's population was 6.98 crores.
Of this, women numbered 3.39
crcres and men numbered 3.58
crores. While population wise there
was almost a parity, the literacy rate
for men at 37.78 per cent was double

cases of bride burning have been
registered this year. The official sta-
tistics further reveals that during last
five years as many as 994 women
were murdered because of dowry
disputes and another 516 brides
were burnt to death.

The same period saw the registra-
tion of 2,421 cases of rape and of
these just one year that is 1986 wit-

nessed 691 cases of .

The period 1983? also, reg-
istered a significant rise in the num-
ber of kidnapping cases. Of 1,874
*cases filed as many as 442 cases were
registered in 1987 alone, making it
the “year of kidnapping.” But 1
saw a tremendous upsmin police
atrocities on women. While official
| statistics were silent, the news pap-

ers were filled with stories of police
atrocities oo women with the Para-
ria case hitting the headlines all over
. the country. .
In fact the year ended with the
_Papri Bose Roy kidnapping case of
Bhagalpur in which state gov-
ernment did everything possible to
protect the criminals who were re- -
gponsible for the outrage.
. The citizens of Bhagalpur took to
streets and for one whole week
‘the city was paralysed. Social activ-
B
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GURUVAYUR (Kerala), July 16 the purpose.
' m)::ehile ecstatic devotees jostle  The

mandapams, however, are far
too inadequate to cater to the increas-
ing requirement as the horde of cou-
ﬂ:ﬁ:ﬁﬁm o G
ure unvayur
iages is that ‘thaliketty’ (tying of
. ;ump sacred ‘mangalasutrs’ arou'yt:tl'the
T
inauspicious ‘rahul s
shunned for all holy purposes. .
At Guruvayur, all the time that the
sanctum sanctorum remains open is

7

&gi%
?g-c’

g
53?5%

4

i
g

I
ot
g%
4 1
it

;

.
quickly through the rituals. includi
m‘ngoﬂhali.lhecoupk

mandapam for the next in the line.
A fee of Rs. S0 is collected by the
devaswom for the services of a priest
and for the provision of the traditional
instrumental music of chenda and

;
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Rush for marriage solemnity

change of garlands at the mandapam.
N‘_‘lhe!iqieallone_diswfﬁdenl.for
air marriages which are very sim-
ple” a temple official said.

The marriage boom in ‘Guruvayur
huledwlhemmhroomin;ofnyeuw
botels where ing feasts are
served. The botels charge between
Rs. 16 and Rs. 24 per head for the
feast depending on the oumber of -

‘payasams’ ing) served.

The Kerala State Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (KSRTC), which
has two botcls ncar the temple.
undertakes up to a maximum of ten
feasts a day. - G

Most of tsc marriages beld in Guru-
vayur are in fulfilment of vows taken
by paren's. ]

The boom is partly attributed to the
increasiag number of love mmmes
and inier-cast:: marmiages. Non-Hin-
dus, lowever, are not permitted to

wse ta ‘Mandapam'.
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A roiaNaNT sidelight on the
plight of Chinese students,
whose agitation in Beijjing was
80 brutally supp: l, is pro-
vided by a ne{)ort which sug-
gests that not only can edu-

-| cated young men in China not

look forward to a good job and
a prosperous future but, as a
corollary, they cannot even
hope for a suitable bride. They
seem indeed to rank dismay-

-|ingly low in the marriage mar-

ket, with nubile young women
quite plainly spurning them. A
college student who advertised
fcr a wife in his local newspap-
‘er, the Zhejiang Workers'
News, is said to have been told
by a woman, in cruelly strong
terms, that pen-wielders like
him were nothing less than
fools or beggars and that they
took the prize for being behind
the times. For, learning, she
told him, was not food on the
table, ideas were not money to
spend, and people like him
could only hope to marry 50-
year-old housewives. She then
advised him that if he still de-
cided to marry he should not
send, his children to school:
“Five years of primary school
are enough, nowadays. Every
one uses calculators.” It is, of
course, possible that some

joverwhelming personal frust-
{ration lay behind that wither-

ing contempt for education
and the educated, and that the

{woman was merely taking it

out on the hapless young man,
but there was also, very clear-

‘|ly, much truth in what she
i wrote. For the report also says

MARRYING IN CHINA

that in striking contrast, a rural
entrepreneur in the same reg-
ion who advertised in the
Shanghai newspaper, Xinmin
Wanbao, for a bride, specificiJ-
ly mentioning that he was
looking for a Shanghai spouse
and not a rural one, receivéd a
flood of replies, a number of
them from college-educated
young women, including some
who were doctors or engineers
or teachers. . L
The duia to thxshaston;slutgg
response lay, perhaps, in the
man's carei{l.l dram}r,lg of the
advertisement,  mentioning
that he had his own enterprise,
earned a substantial income,
and had a large house in his
native village as well as_an
apartment in Shanghai. Evi-
dently intrigued by that re-
sponse, the g’eb’ing Review is
said to have conducted a sur-
vey of the respondents to the
second advertisement and
reached the conclusion that
the young women were at-
tracted by the rural entrep-
reneur's sturdy independence
and success, and, indeed, that
they preferred his kind to stu-
dents or academics. who were
condemned to low wages and
poor living conditions. That
finding must have been
particularly galling to young
men generally in China. The
demonstrators in  Bejjing's
Tiananmen Square, who were
said to be clamouring for
greater democracy, may also
have been propelled by rising!
despair over their bleak future.
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WANTED BRIDES <

SEAUTIFUL amant girt for Barws post-gradusie
Bectnca! Class-! Rakway Ofosr 27 ) 188 /
3300 Wrie Box 5808. Times of indhs, Berods-$

SEAUTIFUL woll-educated bomely Bise
Agarwsl mateh for charterad sccountart 20 /

Times O Indha. Lucknow-1
BENGAL! Nindu Peet graduste
protessional far upto 24 Bride for hanosome 27
/171 1 4000 / Enginedr in Pubiic Sector Do
Wrire Box 48367, Times Of Incha. New DePv-2

SOMBAY BASED INDUSTRIAL
PARENTS® VERY MHMIGHLY
EDUCATED AND COMING FROM
WELL-KNOWN RESPECTABLE
CULTURED HINDU FAMILIES
LOVINGLY INVITE MATRIMONIAL
ALLIANCE FOR THEIR EXTREMELY
HANDSOME ONLY SON AGE 24
YEARS HAVING FILM STAR
PERSONALITY 182 OMS. TALL
VERY FAIR MIGHLY EDUCATED
RELIGIOUS TEETOTALLER
VEGETARIAN AND VERY WELL
SETTLED OWNING BUSINESS AND
PROPERTIES FROM PARENTS OF
AN EXCEPTIONALLY BEAUTIFUL
CHARMING GRACEFUL MOST
ATTRACTIVE LOOKING ELEGANT
SLIM FAIR TALL EDUCATED
HOMELY ACCOMPLISHED AND
CULTURED GIRL COMING FROM A
GOOD RESPECTABLE FAMILY
BACKGROUND ADVERTISEMENTY
1S FOR WIDER CHOICE AND BEST
SELECTION. GIRL ONLY
CONSIDERATION.

PLEASE SEND IN FULL
CONFIDENCE COMPLETE DETAILS.
ALL PROPOSALS AND
CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE
TREATED AS COMPLETELY
CONFIDENTIAL. PLEASE WRITE TO
BOX H 384—K, TIMES OF INDIA.
BOMBAY-400001. (A24785)

BRIDES for handsome highly qualified wel
ostadhhighed enirgprongur  decen! Income
widows’ without enoumbersnce 33  Medco
brother gong MD 27 / 300 affuent Kham
farmily Wrte Box 48387, Times of Incha New
Oeini-2 (C38451)
CLASS | oV como - Kashatt B Pt
invites COMespOndence om parents of beaut-
N charmung gwis for son 23 ) 1°2 8 € Cw
hoving huge property Caste no our Write Bor
H 204 8 Yimes of india Bombey-40000t

(AHDO44)
CONVENTED tali. homely match (rom
status family. for Vaish DOy Marne engméer.
merchard-Navy. 27 | 172 ) 8000 Fathe' eng:-
negr Drother [ sister Ooctors Eary mamage
M- Dars Wrins Box 40448 Times of o New
Deir-2 4499
CONVENT oducsted gt fom respects’e
farmity 10r Sood boy 24 / 165 Degres miormaton
T Pound 13000 permanent settied
UK Caste no be* Wrne Box U 120—S8. . imen
of Ing  Bomdey-400001 (BYP110599)
EDUCATED bride for Rajasthan based Bengeh
39 / 170 Doctorate r Biochemustry Caste no
st Reply In e’ 10 Box 46121, Tumes of tnchg
Now Doiw-2 (C34993)

The Times of Mmdia, LucCkhrow:.1
(NTLB-18001)
OIGAMBER Jein 27 yesrs Ooysl Ootre

ugher seccnasry Own Dusmess Delhi based
logely divorced Doy seeks beautifu! educsated
homely bride from Hmdu familty No do-vy.
avorces 8o dcoeptable Write Box 48309.
Times of inha  Now Demi-2 C38T00)

EDUCATED bDeautihd metch for Jotev busi-
nesaman 28 ; 178 / 8000 under-graduste owns
house in Do and permanent busingss Writg
Box 10412, Nav Bharit Times, New Delw-2

C301)
EDUCATED inteligent lyenger | lyer @i
for Tamit Kounchnys fyengsr MBA 26 / 178 /
8500 ssmple decent mamage Write Box 48518,
Times of india. New Delte-2

i

VLM tsir besutitul ginl fer
Puryats Brahmun direct Bark Officer
] 165 dong MBA only son of Retd Prin
Caste no bar Write PO Bor 8004,
Donv-8
gooe

1

i¥

[ = D]
PAR looking g@redustie econvem
educsted below 23 yean g for Bengah
Brahmwn Computer Engreer 178 / 27 Doy
employed Benk Db Wwis Sox
48381, of Ingia. New Deine.2
(Cas08)SC
POR Ambsahtha Kaysstha 39 / 172 bacheler
muddie leve! Central Gowt Officer. Desutial non-
workng maxch requered Communcats with
Qs horoscope Uil size and ClI0ee-up PhOLS
greph dste UMe anC Diae Of Drth and com-
piete teo-Gats with Sn B.K P Sinhg_ IAS (Retd ).
22/A. Magutrates  Colony. Khapur. Pat.
ne-800014
FOR handeome Bhatnegar boy M | 182 veined
in Switzeriang In Hotel Management Serving in
Rejssthan s super deluxe hotel wanted tah
protty convent ertucstec Kayesths gut of stetrus
famity Wrig Bor 48487 Times of india New
Detw-2 { MS08)

Timea

PFOR hendsoms hetri officer (aecutive
53/ 165 prperded seftiec reputed fim — wery
Dosutu QuaiMed digrified heyh slatus metch
Write Sox H 1888, . Times of incu Pom-
bay-400001 (BYDR117829)

fomity
Write Box 48476, Times Of INGg Mow
Datn-2 (C38884)DL

Brahmwn  South  Ksnars al;:m speskmg
Qrecuate Qs Write Box ~K, Times of
incila, Bombay-400001 (U BYDR118117)
NANDSOME 33 yoars 182 goctr son of o

Queified Delh
Servor Lecturer  Suntu  Mushm
bachelor 52 / 175 seeks matnmong! alance fult
perticuiars Write Bos 45585FR. Times of incha.

?
!
i

oms of empioyed Keraite gt Wae
Boz 43707FR, Times of Inda. New Deltw-2

HOMELY protty oducated gt from statue
farndy for Pungatn Brahmun boy 29 / 180 veg-
stanan pudlic school sngd M8  constncbon
UsSaA 10 affluent status

gracuste
Aswam post graduate bank empioyed boy 170
{33 Writs Box 45757FR, Times of india. New
Deite-2
NOEPENDENT Skh youth 80 drewing 3000/
Fevitos Matimonal QOrTespondence from leches
only Nc bers Wrrte Box 48498, Times Of inche
New Deinv-2 (Ca%0R2)

V ALLIANCE invited from convent:
SOuCateC fpir ol alvn. Deautrtul  homely
grecuate Hindu bnde preferably North.in.
dan o Punalx a0e 19 | 24 yeary trom

JATAV boy 30 / 170 ; 2300 Scienge T.O.T.
Deihu Amwnestranon Schoo! seehs beeutrtl em.
plcysa g preterence Wachers Wi complete
aeteds 803 48377, Times of Inke New Deem-2

1CAS518)
KAVASTHA, besutitl, qualfied gint for
Saneng 4 ) 165 / 2300. smart Scertric
Assmstert. ;n Bhabhg Atomuc Resesrch Centre
BSombay Writs Box T 790 —K, Tinus of intha
Bombay-400001 (BYDP118795)
KAYASTHA match for Sanens Dank emploves
Doy 20 / 180 cma [ 2600 gui and famsly ony
CONGIOPrghon Wrrg t¢ Box L-4308 Temes of
N Lucknow. 1 (NTLB 18424

«o)’r
’ 1)

KERALITE Na¥ Doy graduste 28 * 178 ; 1700
Cantra! Govt smpioyse ! Det: from Paighs:
S00Kks Sutiadle empioysd parther  Apply wrn
dotarly o Bon 46378, Twmes of incia New
Dein-2 [io~ CLAR )}

LONDON resident handsome Chvistien maile.
age 28 Engnesr. ainoars own house / Car
sooks Chrshan gt 8300 uUnGe’ 20 years prey
igitt | fav compieron SIMpIe MNCere chaste
pure ;n character gond mova: charscter 1o
marmiags Plagse 1eDly witt recent colou’ phote
© M7 John Devid 124 Jeroms Tower Ostorne
Aoad Actnn. London W3  Unned ‘WQC-

$)

MADRAS Mindu Telugy vegetarion o8l
Qracuate broadmingec Decheir 40 ; 185 re-
QUres Amencen immgrant bnde CEtte COMOV
cOMMuUNity IBNQUAQS ProwInes Jems Sa™
wASOWS ivOroees N0 Dar REDOd IMMedately
with bio-ciats fOr 8 hADDY 8NK wWOrTVIesS Ute to
Box M 038-~$. Times of inche. Bombiey-400001

(BYPT118876

MAMARASHTRIAN enginesr hundeoms 28 /
174 Factory bungsiow Car wel estadhshed
Nosh based sesks shm charmmng graduste gt
oM wel-placed famies Wrrte Bor U 222--S.
Timas o! India. BOombay-400001

(BYDR116888"

MANGLIX graduste homely girt for 2%
172 busiessman Arora boy Midche Class tam
& Wre Box 48450, Times of N  New
[~ (Ca583¢

MARING eonginser, Bangalss KXayalhe
(Caicuna). 36 / 178 / 30.00C wants sducsiac ;
professiongl Dhae Any Caste province Write
Pox No 46425 Times of Inda New De™-2

(M9,

MATCH for 28 / 187 Kumsoni Vieshy own
family DusINgss GeCent NCOMe witr parhcuiary
horoscope Caste no ber Wrie 10 Box No
L-4329. Times Of Indis Lucknoiw:?

(NTLB-18470)

MATCH FOR A PUNJABI
KHATRI, AGE 48 YEARS.
HEIGHT 175 CMS., ME (W.
GERMANY) AND MBA (USA)
SETTLED IN WEST GERMANY
FOR 25 YEARS. DOING
EXTREMELY WELL IN OWN
BUSINESS. HE WAS MARRIED
TO A GERMAN LADY FOR 13
YEARS WHO EXPIRED LAST
YEAR. NO ISSUES. LOOKING
FOR A WELL EDUCATED.
SOPHISTICATED LIFE
PARTNER AGED AROUND 32 /
37 YEARS. SPINSTER ; WIDOW
OR DIVORCEE., HEIGHT 1680
CMS.. CHARMING. SLIM. FAIR
COMPLEXIONED, ELEGANT
AND HAVING PLEASANT
PERSONALITY (WILLING TO
SETTLE IN WEST GERMANY)
FROM A RESPECTABLE HINDU
FAMILY.

PLEASE CONTACT
IMMEDIATELY CARE

P.N. SEHGAL,

B-7, GREEN PARK EXTENSION,

NEW DELHI-110016.

VELEPHONE: 661691 / 6688588
- {C35544)
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L YRRV tar gt Lesirsl Gowt.
‘employes (Lucknow) resprv.tnble
tamily 30/152/1800 Write or von-
Anct K.S.Yadav. &,
Chaupsliyan (Near Kakkar Park)
Luch )

2G(901MCR

EMPLOYED/businessman
maich from same caste for Rajput

237188 lair Intermedgiate slim girl

no dowry. Write with :::; detaila
'l’“?mmncm

SUITABLE empioyed match for
Saxena mangli B.A. weltversed in
househoid afipirs 27/165 slim gin.
Write full detallp with horoscope 10

Box 540-5C, Pioneer, Lucknow.
T 2G(MO-NC)R

CEOUCATED employeo hand.
some groom for 27/150 BA Gowt
employ:1  beautifu! Brahmin
Kumaon girl Caste Na bar from
same caste preferre<. Writs Box
921tC. Pioneer. Lucknow.

261829C)R

MATCH 1or  Deautiiul
brahii'n Kasyap Gotrs girl M.A.
(Hindis 24/150. no dowry early
matriage Well-versed in house-
hoid wors. ‘Write Box 893JiC,

2G(893JIC)R

WANTED. suitable Kanyakub)
Brahmin match for beautiful shm
277153 .cm. Post-graduale:  Jirl
earnir g four figure emoluments m
® sermi-government establishment
No dowry. Send " horoscope and
detniled particuiars Wnitr: Box
928.0C Pioneer Lucknow

. 7GI928HCR

SRIVASTAVA pe’entinvites pro-
posats from Enginders/Bank Of-
ficers/wmil-piaced groom for shm
27/158/2000 Graduste. Central
Covt empidyre. early decent
marriage. Write Box No 91551C.
Pioneer. Lucknow  2UISISHCIR

KAYASTHA tall gori technicalty
qualitied girl for 28/185 computer
engineer, Csnada qualitied highly
Canada employed. Write Box 82
Jic. Pioneer. Lucknow.

2G(982 Sc)R

SWNTABLE match for 27/180/
1500 M.Com. beautiful far bank
employed Agarwal girl. No bars
Write Box . §84C. Pinnger,
Lucknow ',

2G(88ANCHR

BRANMIN groom for fair. shm
good-looking talented 39 years
(looks much younger) Kumaon
Brahmin. convont. educated
uimarngd  teacher. good
household work. Father was IAS
officer. -Write Box 94 Jiv The
Poneer Lucknow.

2G(94-dny:

., WELL settied match tor 24/158
lair post graudate beautiful homely
Purjabi Arora girl expert in
«ousehoid work. early

SUITABLE maich required for
Saxen- Kasyastha virgin post
graduaste sisters age 37 § 32. Cor-
respénd Bpx 1048 Jic C/o Picheer

Lucknow
2G(1048-Jic)R

KAYASTHA maich for Sexena
slim smart sybimissive homely girl
22/383 M.A sub-caste no bar.
early marriage. Write Box 1032 Jic

Poneer Lucknow. .

2G(1032-J1c)R

KAYASTHA match for besutitul
{sir glim smart girl 24/156 convent
educated M.A. Drithant career
U.G C. fellow. well versed in house

‘hold from educated cultured
family. Father gazetied office:
(Retd). Write Box 1026-Nc.
Pioneer Lucknow. .

. 2G(1020-Jw)

MATCH for Kayastha Srivastava
gl 28/155,graduste medium
complexion. beautiful. homety girl,
father Gowvi. pensioner., uncies
ciass I-officers in ONGC. casts no
bar. no dowry. Early and simple
marriage. Write Bor 85 Jiv
Pioneer Lucknow.

: - 2G(8S-Jtv)R

MATCH for Mathur girl 37 years
185 cm. M A M Ed fair compilex-
ion sub-castc no bat. Write Box 89
Jic Pioneer Luchnow. '

2G(89-Jtv)

KMARE praclising medicd
wheatish, single tonstitution. girl
28/155 B.A. DMT. RMP. AAMRC.
invites Kayastha alliance. pvrite Box

. 1375 KC Pioneer. Lucknow.
’ 26(1075 MCR .

AGRAWALA divorcee 368/148/
SOn WM.ABEd. Headmisiress
needs lite partner priority 10 Vaish
Lucknow resident.Contact with fult
details Box 1083 JIC. Pioneer.
Lucknow.

-

2G(1083uC)

! ALLIANCE invited from Scien-
tsts. lecturers. enginesrs. bank
officers for Gori Kayastha girl
M.Sc. Ph.D. 28/180/3000 Central

, Govt employee Lucknow dased.
Write Box 99JtV. Pioneer.

* Lucknow. .
2G(99JtV)

WELL-SETTLED KAVASTMA
MATCH FOR ATTRACTIVE,
HIGHLY QUALIFED &  EM-
PLOVED SAXENA GIRL 30/18Y/
2500. MHIGN CONNECTIONS.
DECENT MARMAGE. WRITE
SOX 39747, PIONEER, LUCK.
NOW. .

‘ LK2G(J 337R

MATCH for Synni Doctor girl 31/
160cm M B.B S M.D empioyed n
PMS early marrniage. Write Box
1080,C. Pioneer, Lucknow. -

2G(1080.C)

MATCH FOR Sunni girl B.Sc.
32/180 cm. lsir colour smarl.
household exper! sarly marrage

SUITABLE match Iram same
caste for Kanyakubijs Brahmmn 21/
158 M.A  baaulifl sus eel wel!l
versed in householo ° allarrs
Kashyap Gotra qiri early marnage
Write Box 963.J1C Pioneer

Lucknow. .
2G(983-JIC)R

BRIDES a
GROOMS

SUITABLE maiches for Sunn:
Syed handsome brother 29/167
Contral-government ° employee.
own house and homely. beautitul
sister 25/180 M. A_Write Box 1088-
JC The Pioneer. Lucknow.

© 28G(1088-J1C)R

EMPLOYED, match fromsame
caste for Kayasth 32/152/1500
divorcee issueless girl, issueless
widower/divorcee acceptabile and
bride for 26/172 Journahst boy
earty marrigge. Write Box 1010.MC
Pioneer. Lucknow .
2BG(1010-JCIR

“MATCH for Saryupann advo-
cate 27'6/4000 business near
Alshadad girl 23/5'47/2200 M.A..
B.Ed. teacher in Inter College
Lucknow with details. Write Box
997 Jic. Pioneer. Lucknow.

. 2BG(997 Jic)R

SENIOR Officer. match  tor
Swaranksr 24/165 MA flair and
oducated bride from educated
family for 26/165 MA employed
boy.Write Box 1037JC. Pioneer.
Lucknow. .

2BG(103741C)

KANYAKUBJA Branman match
for first class M Sc.M.Ed. 307154
and her brother 28/175/4000com.
puter enginesr in public secior
Write 8or 91tV. Poneer
Lucknow.

2BG91JtV,

SVUITABLE maich for Kanys-
kubja 22/168 M.A. (Socioiogy)
beautiful girl gazetted/equivalent
officer preferred and weil versed in
r.ousehoid atfairs beautiful tall girl
for 24/183/4000 doing own bus:.
ness nandsome boy.Wrils Arun
Mishrp 64, Khursheg Begh
Lucknow. 2BG(945-51C)R

SAXENA 1,7,y 28/163/2500 bank
empioyes. bank employed/eqyu
valent girl preferrad and sunable
match for his sister 23/153/MA
(Music) whaatish towards far early
marriege Wnte Box S06J1C.
Pioneer Lucknow.

. .BG(SOSHCIR

KAYASTHA ° maiches for
Srivastava-Khara beautitul gon
slim girl MA 24/156 decent
mMmarriage and tall gori sim beaut:-
ful. bride for handsome brothe:
MSc. LLB 20/172/2500 state-
subordinate services gt mann
consideration full particutars

marriage  wrie Box 1081JiIC. Pioneer. horoscope firstingt
Write Box 93 Jty PioneerLucknow  ucknow . 97-2V Pioneer. L.u:::y e Bo>
26G(93-51v) 2G(108141C) . - 28G(97-RV)R
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ATHING BEAUTIES

Saaked heroines ensure showers at the box office

BOMBAY BUZZ

UR movie-makers could well
! be magicians, wh.at with
psychic tricks up their sieeves and
miraculous surprises under their
' pon-existent top hats. .

Well, how else could they work
such wonders as they do with our
leading ladies?

They can convince all our
sensible, intelligent and no-
nonsense actresses of the need for
them to put on the skimpiest or
the most diaphanous of outfits in
cinematic situations where it is not
at all called for by any stretch of
irrationality.

They can call up the rain gods
(over a non-existent earth-to-
heaven telephonic hotline!)to
request showers at any time and
at any place, wherever and
whenever they happen to be
shooting. in the midst of any
season, let alone the monsoon.
And the rain gods at once comply
with the request so that the
cameraman and the dance
director can enjoy a combined
‘fr -ak-out', creating any visual
symphony (or disharmony) of
eroticism they feel like.

Our film-makers can always
convince our heroines that getting
soaked right through to their
shapely bones any place and any
number of times during the day
(and that too in the flimsiest of
costumes!) is the best thing for
their health.

They can also convince our
leading ladies that the best
outdoors are aiways on the edges
of lakes or rivers, ponds or
swimming pools - so that they can
conveniently exercise their
! psychic power to bump the ladies
into the water without even
| budging from the director’s chair.

To the best of our knowledge. it
was the Hollywood movie mogul
Cecil B. DeMille who first
preached in cinematic terms
about cleaniiness being next only
to godliness through a movie he
made in 1919 called Male and
Female. It presented some
hitherto unseen and elaborate

mere sanitary duty to a lavish
erotic ceremony. And after that,
expectedly enough, a whole lot of
film-makers followed suit in
Hollywood and elsewhere,
inclding our own country, of
course. In the early 40s Kedar
Sharma made a film called
Chitralekha with some bathing
scenes which obviously owed their
inspiration to the pioneering
efforts of Cecll B. DeMille.

But then we created our own
Cecil B. DeMille in the name of*
Ra] Kapoor who refined this

particular art form through the
years and his films all the way
from Awara to Ram Teri Ganga
Maili.

And if such cinematic
cleanliness is just about as groovy
as godliness at the box-office for
our so-called commercial film-
makers, well, it's no less so for
our so-called art cinema
practitioners either. Remember
Chakra? Haven't they too
preached the same maxim since
then?

-~ Subroto Mukherjee
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12 prostitutes, 14 lechers
arrested in raid ;

By Ows Staff Repostas

VARANASI, Juy 29-Twelive
prostitutes end 14iechers
were arrested this evening
in & joint operation lsunchad
by the Chowk and Dashash-
wamedh police In the
Duimandi area.

The men arrested from the
brothels included aLocsl
intelligence Unit (LIV) sleuth,
and an MBBS doctor. All
the men along with prosti-

escape by jumping ftoms

wall,

But the Circle Officer and
the District Welfare Officer
were consnicuous by their
absence in the raiding party,
who used to make a part of
the raiding party, @ soutce
alleged.

r to be mentioned here

that the brothel were trans-
ferred to Maduadih, outskirts
of the city from Daimandi.
Later, the local muthorities

developed Dalmandlasa

. mejor trading and business
centre. But the oldest profe-
sion was not extirpated from
hers, Rt was reslisedonly
recently.

-

tutes have been taken to the

Chowk police station. !
The rajd was conducted
st about 730 PM. which
caught the prostitutes and
brothel-tunnets off guard,
The rumpus ensued the knock
at the door by the police,
in which, according to the
source, 8 lecher got hisleg
s fractured while tryingto
= astetaniitobuidling

Women held
for stripping
another

BHOPAL. Aug 3 (H1()

About half a dozen women have been

arrested in connection with stnp-

ping naked a 3S-vear-old woman

near Biora in Rajgarh district. a re-
port reaching here said

The woman. Geetabai. who was ey
communicated from the Mal com-
munity was undressed by a group of
w..nen. her face was blackencd und
an artempt was made 1o parade hos
on a donhey.

Murder bid in
eve-teasing case

By A Staff Reporter
NEW DELHIL. August 7 : An inci-
dent of cve-teasing led to an at-
tempted murder in West Dethi yes-
terday.

The police said the trouble began
when Kala slapped a boy who had
allegedly teased his sister, in Shanu
Nagar, north-west Delhi. The boy
related the incident 1o his friends
who got enraged and launched a hunt
for Kala.

Instead they found Kala's fnends.
Deepak Dua and Nirmal Kumar.
both standing on the road leading to
Shanti Nagar Afier a hested argu-
ment. one of them took out a knife
and stabbed Deepak.

Deepak was rushed 10 Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya hospital.

The police arrested the three men,
identified as Satyawan, Sanjay, and
Virender, all residents of Utam
Nagar. for attempted murder.

Geetabai in the meanume fainted and
coutd not be mounted on the donk:
ey. On geting the informanion
police reached the spot and reg
istered cases against the women

The Mali commumity was irhed over
the conduct of Geviabar who had
recently accepted a Hanjan south as
het eighth husband after descrung
her earher partners
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Women entitled to
half of budget: Alva

NEW DELHI, Aug. 2

A question on the welfare of women
Jed to a virtual half an hour discussion
on the subject during the Question
Hour in the Rajya Sabha today, with
Minister of State for Women and Child
Development Margaret Alva respond-
ing enthusiastically that “‘we have a
right to 50 per cent of the national
Budget.”

The question asked by Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee and Mr Kailash Pati
Mishra (Bharatiya Janata Party) re-
lated 1o the National Perspective Plan
for Women.

In a supplementary query, Mrs
Kanak Mukherjee (CP1-M) wondered
whether the Plan would remain in pap-
er only as it stated that it required no
extra financial allocation. Was it only
for propaganda, she asked.

Mrs Alva said there was no need for
scparate allotment of funds for the

HT Corresnondent

tons, about 200 were found accept-
able. The process of consultations with
State Governmen:s and other agencies
was required to be gone through.

When Mrs  Jayanti Natarajan
(Cong-1) referred to a “statement™ by
BIP member Vijaya Raje Scindia in
favour of Sati practice. Mr Vajpayee
protested that one should not go by
Press reports. Mrs Natarajan said she
could withdraw her comment if Mr Va-
jpayee maintained that the reports
were incorrect.

Mrs Alva said it was true that a
member did say something on Sati and
it was widely reporied She said that
law provided that a member could not
propagate the practice.

Plan. Each Ministry could take care of -

the portion of the Plan relevant to it
and provide suitable funds. A separate
allocation for the perspective plan
would make it appear as if women
wanted charity. In fact they had a nght
10 half the national budget.

Mr Vajpayee said 75 per cent of the
women were illiterate and their drop-
out rate from schools was high. Would
a 30 per cent reservation for women in
the Panchayats solve the problem, he
asked.

The Minister said bringing women
to Panchayats or Parliament itself
would not solve the problem. They
would have to be associated in the
decision-making proce.s.

Mrs Alva announced that the ‘Gov-
emment would soon take a decision on
the recommendations contained in the
perspective plan and found imple-
mentable. Of the 353 recommenda-

- 22 -
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‘Chang w1 social
attitude needed’

" BOMBAY, July 15 (PTI): Noted film
actress and winner of the internation-
al human rights awar'; Shabana
Azmi. today called for a change in the
social attitudes to end human rights
violation.

A constant and concerted effort
should be made to strip tradition off
its legitimacy whereever it resulted in
discriminatory labour. M e .
replying to a felicitation at a function
held here.

- Ms Azmi said she believed tha:
wviolations of human rights could tak-
many forms. It could be violated
‘internationally by individuals as

when a person is denied entrv to 2 |

eating house on racial grounds or can
be structural like when a worker is
rendered unemployed by force of
market mechanisms’, she said.
Socia! and structural denials of hu-
man rights of workers, especially oi

the migrant workers, of women. of

the minority communities and of chil-
dren, were ‘universal’, she added.

Ms Azmi said India was the latgest

She said: “On one hand women are
worshipped as deities having supreme
%vers and on the other there were

gowry deaths in Delhi alone last
year”.

Azmi also referred about the ‘other
ways’ of violations of human rights
when ‘obsolete and hazardous tech-

hology is thrust upon people. when
multi-national corporations exploit its
cheap labour market. foist dangerous
drugs banned in the west. upon an
ignorant but captive market".
Concluding that human rights could

democratic country in the world and ot be discussed in a vacump, Azm
the 10th largest industrialised nation, 5aid everyone should pausc 1o ques-
but 8 was also true that more than 40 tion the value-system that created
crore people were living below the inequal balances and power struc.
poverty line and the number of ‘work- tures. - -

mg’ children in the ccuntry was more ~ The function was presidec over b
of less the same a5 <he' total popula- the Mimister of Industry. Mr Rimrao
son of Britain. . Adik.

F
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Wowmen protest
against

sexual abuse

WOMEN employees of
the Chandigarh Union
territory  administration
have threatened to launch a
stir if action it not taken
against officials allegedly in-
volved in cases of sexual
abuse and harrassment, re-
ports TOINS fiom Chan-

digarh.

ﬁc UT Women Employees'
Welfare Associstion
(UTWEWA) has served a 15-
day notice on the adminis-
iration 10 secure them justice or
face the consequences. The as-
sociation has also decided to
appnise the Prime Minister, Mr
Rajiv Gandhi, of the plight of its
members.

The association president,
Mrs Harjinder Jewandha, and
its general secretary, Mrs Kuldip

hi, have alleged that women
employees are not safe during
office hours. They cited the
alleged rape of 10 ayahs workin
under the district education of-
ficer. Some male employees are
all 10 have taken these
ayahs 10 Maloya Village on the
pretext of getting them appoint-
ment letters. The women were

allegedly raped in the village.

[ INmmkF ~- |

They also cited another case
were licgedly reped in e ohncs
were raped in the office
of an IAS official who was on
leave. The culprits were the
official's personal stafl. They
alleged that though the police
raided the office and caught the
culprits red-handed, no e:
action was laken against them.

- 24 -

Women traffic cops
storming another
t male bastion

¢ NEW DELHI. July 16 (PTI): Women
» COps now regulate traffic at some of
- the busiest intersections in the Capital,

storming yet another traditional male
bastion.

These women cops. smart’  ~on-
trolling the movement of trafti. and
bolding sway in both sweltering heat
and chilly mornings, have fought it
the hard way to overcome family
compulsions and demolish myths ab-
out their social and rural -back-
grounds.

About ten such women constables
are posted at some of most overbur-
dened crossings of the city. whose
roads are jammed with an estimated
1.4 million vehicles.

e
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'Women’s work still
' undervalued

JOMBAY, July 16 (UNI)

HOW ofien do men say, “In
our family women do not However, at the same time. men
work™ / | working within the household are not
Thit undervaluation of women's . | 1gnored and are included in the
work has built up a value system 1n labour force even if they are doing
the cou:lnrz' that re ;ls(esworje& as non-wage™ work.
primarily domestic workers and thus This bappens because at times ]
only “supplementary earners” in the women's O\etplc perception of their roTts'
labour market. in bousebold production, althou
According to Dr Vibhuti Patel, a § |they may be highly economically
social scientist working in the field of active, 15 similar to that of new. They
women studies, the Jack of - =180 along with the presumption that -
nition and appreciation of women's = |men are the natural heads of the
work bas led to prejudice against a household and women the sup-
their role and contnbution in society. plementary wage earners, even
These prejudices, in tumn. have though they may be the sole
.| slotted women. already low on their | ; providers for their familses.
self-image, into a lower secondary According to Dr Joy Deshmukh,

status and that justifies their being such biases arise due to the bypassing
paid low wages. of the inter-relationships within the

Thus the female labour force is household whict: is never treated as

i labour force to be hired last dunng
: periods of eccnom. . upsurge and to
be fired first during penods of econ-
omic recessions.”

Dr  Patel has criticised the
dichotomy posed between social and

regarded merely “as an auxiliary | |

a unit for but only as a unit of
analysis.

The household must be treated as
an arena of activity so that traditional
definitions and approaches are alter-
¢d and the distance between facts and

presumption bridged effectively.
Emphasising the need 10 make the
household an object of study, Dr
Deshmukh says the household more
often than not conceals the beginning
of gender based inequalities — econ- .
omic, sociai or cultural — wnth ;
women at the wrong end of the

- domestic labour and subsguently
| industrial and household production
| and called for such an assessment of
women's economic contribution to
society that takes into cognisance the
borderline activities between house-
work and economic work which the

majonty of third world women do equation.
According to her, the housework _
that women do like cooking, cleaning J u:t;trl::d\z 3:;’:;2‘:‘0‘::‘:;9:“': ; l::g

and child care, among others that are
vital for the subsistence of the family
and take up a major part of the day.
are not treated as economically pro-
ductive. And even if, alongside thewr
usual housework, women do “pro-
ductive work" that directly or in-
directly contnbute to family income,
" | this is generally lost sight of by all.

work as different households accora
women diffcrent statuses and the
type and structure of the housebold
uvlumately har a bearing on that
status. Of course, this status is con-
cealed in issues related 10 women's
fertility, work productivity, authonty
and indenendence. ’
p . - e s et — —
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‘Giving wom

A TWIST and 2 punch — and
she throws him to the
ground, unconscious. Until re-

in » brawl was rather difficult to
imagine. , wWomen can
now pay eve-teasers, robbers and
members of their clan back in
their own coin by the apparently

. effortless manoeuvres of judo’

courses
started by the Delhi F8lice will °

'

‘and karate,
The “self-defence”

enable a smooth journey for wo-
men on buses and on Delhi roads.

In south-west Delhi, the judo- %,

karate craze is catching on like
wildfire. Nearly 1,000 girls have

been enrolled for these classes in ;
less than 6 centres since the

launching of this programme on
June 10.

Every moming and evening the ;-

local parks in Jenakpuri, Maya-

-puri, R K. Puram and Vinay

Nagar are swarming with bud-

LN
.

ng female Bruce Lees, being ;

trained in the martial arts.

" “We had to close admissions
and extend the course up to July
10, on public request, said the
senior Special Police Officer of R.
K. Puram. .

‘Jr.do and karate needs concent-
ration, an alert mind and quick
reflexes. It is actually a few tricks
one has {0 remember to render
the other person *helpless. When
the weak points in a body are
known controlling movement is
not difficult.

The programme was launched
last month with a view to incul-
cate self-confidence among wo-
men. “This will enable the wo-
mwen to defend themselves from
¢veryday harasiment,” says Mr
A. S. Khan, Deputy Commission-
e!;:f Police, South-West district.

n
men, if properly trained, can pre-
vent daylicht robberies and ap-
prehend intiuders, he said.

However, most of those enrol-
led are young girls aged between
8 and 23, al sost all of them stu-
dents. .

“This will not only help us to
move about freely but also to pro-
tect other women,” says Jasleen
Nanda, a student.

Dr Khan is however keen to
have more housewives on his
course.

Housewives are probably in-
terested, but they feel the timing
inconvenient

But for Bimla Passi, an em-

Women at a self-defen

ployee of the P & T department,
timings are no obstacle. “I leave
office at 6§ p.m. and make it a
point to be here by 6-30 p.m., she
says. She feels learning judo and
karate is not only a weapon for
self-defence but a sport in itself.

Her erthusiasm is shared by
other participants. “IThe Delhi
Police should appros.h all the
schools to make courses like this
compulsory for girls, suggests
Jasleen.

This is easier said than done.
“It is intriguing and rather unfor-
tunate that a programme like this
evoked response only from the
educated upper middle class”
said Mr Khan. Jasleen's sugges-
tion is supported by a large
number of enthusiastic parents,
who come to watch the rehearsals
everyday. “If these courses are
started in schools then we won't
have to come here everyday to
drop and pick up our daughters,”
said a gentleman who comes all
the way from IIT with his daugh-
ter, waits for an hour and then
takes her back. :

However, there still are parents
who are deterred by distances,
and still others who balk at the
idea of their daughters being
trained by male coaches. Thus, it
is imperative that the idea should

. By a Staff Reporter

. = The Statesman.

first be accepted by families.

If this programme in south-
west Delk. is sucocessful then
steps would be taken to begin
these in all community centres or
even Dbealth clubs, female
coaches would be provided and
other facilities made available. At
present, of course, only en-
thusiasm amd determination can
carty coaches and participants

Only a few coaches from Sports
Authority of India. Jawaharial
Nehru Stadium and a few others
have volunteered 10 truin the stu-
dents free of cost. Mr Shiv Kumar

Kohli, a'record holder injudoand these

a coach at Janakpuri and Vinay
Nagar, enthused, “I don't mind
putting in some money from my
own pocket if 1 bring out talent in
some students. A few of them re.
ally have it." ’

However, a coach at R. K.
Puram does not totally agree.
What do minor children know
about self-defence? They join the
classes fur the fun of it. The moti-
vation is greatest among those
who have actually been harasged.

The DCP admits th. i uniforms
would make it all lcok formal.
But financial constraints and
other irregularities have all cont.
rived to make the classes resem-

en the upper hand

ce training class at R. K. Puram, New Delhi.

ble a fancy dress show.

Whatever the drawbacks and
the shoricomings of the scheme,
it has taken a lot of effort on the
part of police to motivate even a
handful of people. They went
door to door on an awareness
campaign. Then they had meet-
ings with the SPOs and the wel-

association to initate the
programme. The Delhi Police has
now decided to give certificates
at the end of the session. “Afler
all they need an incentive too,"
the organizers say.

The efforts of the police will
finally be awarded if and when
trained women come to us
with a smile on their faces and an
offen.. .+ dragging behind them.
It might take some time for
others but Bimla has already
done it. A few days of coaching
have already made her confident
enough to embarrass a ruffian
and give him a blow or tv.0. Re-
counting the incident, 3imla sad
she had managed to punch an
eve-teaser on his nose and virtu-
ally thirow him out of the bus.
Had it not been for others, the
ruffian ‘wWould have been in the
hospital by now, she says with a
smile on her face. That would
surely raise the morale of the
police officers.
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CALCUTTA: THE CITY OF JOY

Oh Calcutta, the City of Joy, is soon to celebrate its 3N0th birthday. After
seeing Calcutta one can wonder how did it manage to reach that number. Ard, like
many of its American urban counterparts, I'm not sure how many more years that city
will have until more and more of its infrastructure collapses under the weight of
its population's demands. Daminic LaPierre's book entitled The City of Joy is a
wonderfully written book describing this city. To call it a City of Joy is truly
an oxymoron. I have placed several excerpts in Volume 2 of this project. The pages
that follow contain pictures of Calcutta that appeared in a Calcutta weekend supple-

ment - they're typical scenes.
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THE OTHER SIDE OF .
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OR Robert Clive, who saw Calcutta a little after its birth, the city which
Fwill soon celebrate its tricentenary. was ‘’the most wicked place in the
universe”. In aarly 19th century, Witliam Bentwick, found “‘the specta-
cle of Calcuttz zitogether the most curious and magniticent | have met
with”, In th.. same century, Rudyard Kipling said it was “the city of
dreadful night”. Mark Twain, who lectuted in Calcutta in 1896, felt Cal-
cutta is “‘enough to make a brass'doorknob mushy’’. And, it is said, Lenin
had proclaimed that “the road to world revolution lies through Peking,
Shanghai and Calcutta”. In more'modern times, a book calling it the City
of ]oz became a best-seller. Here are. some vignettes of the (ity, scenes
~which are unlikely to changze after decades. The not so affluent, joyful part
of Calcutta. But, nevertheless, a part of.the city.

-t
-
-
e
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... THE CITY OF JOY
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INDIA: FEELING ITS CURRY

- 40 - o
Q
ILRIC



INDIA: FEELING ITS CURRY

Forty years young and also thousands of years old - an interesting plsy on
numbers - modern India, nost imperialism, after the Raj, is a new nation industrial-
izing, looking out to the future, and growing in strength.

I suppose one could look at India as an old civilization, ebbing and flowing,
like the cycles of life - expanding, ccntracting, with cycles measured in terms of
centuries or perhaps generations; Harappan, Gupta, Mauyra were Indian empires all -
and we know (at least I know) very little about these.

India is feeling its political, economic, or military oats. She is still some-
what precccupied with her Moslem rival, Pakistan; but a few years back India's
support of Bangladesh's independence movement cert.:inly weakened her arch eremy.
Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan have been enveloped, absorbed, and made satellites to a
varying degree; oniy Nepal has maintained a degree of autonaomy. Recent inclinations
(overtures) to Red China incurred the wrath of Mother India - articles so noting that
follow. Sri Lanka is another story. Eons ago Indian Tamils migrated to Sri Lanka
seeking work. These industrious people helped to futher the development of this island
nation. As a minority the Tamils were persecuted by the native majority Sinhalese.
There are obvious parallels to other immigrant groups the world over. India, perhaps in
coveting this island, either encouraged or didn't discourage native Tamil separatist
movements both in India and in Sri Lanka. (The Tamil separatists are quite fractional-
ized, and they have been known to turn on themselves as much and as easily as on
the government controlled majorit ' Sinhalese.) India used the unrest to send a peace-
keeping force here - sound familiar. Same 2J00 deaths later, the IPKF is being
gradually pulled out. It's an election year in India (1989-1990).

Several activities care to mind in using the material in this section.

A) Campare India today as a young 40 year old nation to the USA at a similar stage.
In our early years we added Louisiana 1803, pushed the Cheroxee Nation into
Florida, and got Texas and cur southwest through a series of wars and near wars
with Mexico; this compares to India in S. Asia with Nepal and Sri lanka.

B) India and Sri lanka, U.S. and Vietnam - any parallels, any differences.

C) Role playing offers you an excellent opportunity to get students involved; assign
students to be the foreign minister of Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Iadia.
Have them express their nation's points of view vis a vis each other.

D) Have the students campare India and China in S. Asis to the U.S. and U.S.S.R. ¢n

the world scene. Differences in government, econamic approach and the wheeling
and dealing for control in an area are good parallels to use.

_41_
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An area of discord

India’s confrontation with Sri Lanka leads to the cancéllation of the :

SAARC foreign ministers’ meeting and throws South Asia into disarray

outh Asian politics is the art
of the impossible. At least as
far as India is concerned.
And the result: mid-1989
finds India’s regional di-
plomacy touching new lows with the only
major SAARC (South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation) country not
openly hostile to Big Brother being
Pakistan. Who would have thought that
Pakistan, traditionally always at logger-
heads with India, would be its closest
ally in South Asia’? And even a year back,
how many could predict that India’s most

| bitter critics in the region would be its

long-standing friends—Sn Lanka and
Nepal’

Last December, when leaders of the
seven member countries of SAARC
posed for the world media at Daaman-e-
koh, a picturesque retreat in the Mar-
ghala Hills near Islamavad during the
fourth summit, it seemed as if this
regional grouping—derided by cynics as
a mere “talk-shop” —was finally fulfilling
its laudable objectives. After all, it had
brought Rajiv Gandhi and Benazir Bhut-
to. heads of two countries considered
swormn enemies in the region, to the
negotiating table. It was the first time in
almost three decades that an Indian
Prime Minister had visited Pakist2i—
never before had leaders of these two
countries established such a good rap-
port in 80 short a time. As the beaming
faces of 44-year-old Rajiv and 35-year-
old Benazir stared out from TV screens
and newspapers wrote about the almost
conspiratorial smiles the two exchanged
at the joint prese briefing on the final day
of the sur~mit, it looked like the begin-
ning of a new, and dramatic, chapter in
South Asia.

But recent events gave a handle to
SAARC's critics to scream that the
organisation was just a “mirage”. Hope-
of South Asian unity were shattered as
Sri Lanka announced that it would not
attend the foreign ministers’ conference
scheduled to begin on 1 July at Islani.bad
in protest against “India’s intransi-
gence”, In a six-page letter to his

Pakistani counterpart Sahebzada Yaqub.

Khan (copies of which were distributed
to all other foreign ministers assembled
at Islamabad), Ranjan Wijeratne, the Sri
Lankan foreign minister, said that his

DAY 0 — 10 Asy 100

country’'s decision to stay away was a
protest gesture to highlight its differ-
ences with India on the question of
withdrawal of the IPKF (Indian Peace
Keeping Force) from Sri Lankan soil.

Sri Lanka’s adamant stand led to the
cancellation of the first day's session of
the SAARC senior officials’ meeting,

creating a record of sorts. It was the

first time since SAARC's birth in De-
cember 1985 at Dhaka that the commit-
tee of senior officials had been unable to
hold its sittings prior to those of the

—
The boycott of the
SAARC meet was the
most dramatic of
the gestures through
which Sri Lanka has
sought to
internationalise its
differences with India
over the continued
presence of the IPKF

on the island

standing cormittee of foreign secretar-
ies and council of ministers. compnsiny
the foreign ministers of the seven na-
tions.

Telephone trunk lines among the
SAARC capitals buzzed incessantly as
frantic efforts were made to persuade
Colombo to revise its decision. Pakistan.
the current head of SAARC, apparently

.

. I
»?-
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suggested that India issue a statement !
placating Sri Lanka, but India was deter- |
mined not to bow to pressure. A foreign
office spokesman told pressmen in New
Delhi on 26 June, “We refu: = to accept
such blatant wviolations of the SAARC
charter, especially Article 11, which
clearly states that bilateral and conten-
tious issues shall be excluded from
SAARC deliberations. We appreciate
the concern of Sri Lanka, but ths should
not have stood in the way of its participa-
tion in the Islamabad meeting."”

As the SAARC charter stipuiates that
all decisions have to be taken unani-
mously, Pakistan announced the post-
ponement of the ministerial meet. The
ensuing cnsis, though the gravest. is.
however, by no means the only one in its
four-year-old history. The road to re-
gional cooperation in South Asia has
always been nddled with pitfalls. De.
7



spite stipulations in the association's
charter that bilateral issues would not
come under its purview, the latter have
often come in the way of the organisa-
tion's smooth functioning. As a senior
diplomat of a SAARC country posted in
New Delhi toid Sunpay, “Unlike other
regional groupings, like the ASEAN or
the EEC, the SAARC does not have a
common threat perception. Again, un-
like the first two, there are vast discre-
pancies within its inember states. India
18 a giant with pygmies all around. And
India is also the only country in the
association which has common borders
with the other countries...In SAARC,
instead of a common inreat perception,
there is suspicion of mutual threat...”

Unlikely friends, likely conflicts

The recent boycott was the most
dramatic of the gestures through which
Sri Lanka has sought to internationalise
its differences with India. In May 1985,
at the Thimpu meeting of foreign minis-
ters, Sri Lanka had alleged that Tamil
militants were operating from bases in
India and threatened to stay away from
the conference. At the eleventh hour. it
was persuaded by the host, King Jigme
Wanchuk, to attend.

Then again in June 1987, when the
SAARC foreign ministers were to meet
in Delhi, Sri Lanka objected to India
unilaterally sending food supplies to
Jaffna. Rajiv personally spoke to the then
president, Junius Jayewardene, to en-
sure his country’s presence at the coun-

he Lankans want out of the

accord they signed with such
fanfare only two years ago. The
Nepalese believe that Big Brother
wants to starve them. And the Bang-
ladeshis remain intensely suspicious
of their one-time ‘liberator’. That
leaves India and Pakistan as the un-
likeliest friends in the subcontinent,
and both Rajiv Gandhi and Benazir
Bhutto spare no effort to broadcast
their new-found .

The problem with unlikely
friendships, alas, is that they ignore
all too likely areas of conflict. So it
has been with India and Pakistan.
Both countries have armies eyeball-
ing each other on either side of the
border at sub-zero temperatures in
the Siachen glacier. As the glacier is
of no use to anyone (“There is not a
blade of grass there,” the late Gen.
Zia-ul Haq said in 1985), the whole
thing is no more than a prestige
issue. And prestige issues can never
be easily resolved

Last :20nth, attemps to talk away
the differences led to a fiasco, with a
diplomatic rebuke for Pakistan fore-
ign secretary Humayun Khan and
egg all over the face of his Indian
counterpart, S.K. Singh.

After talks between the foreign
secretaries and defence secretaries
of the two countries were over,
Klhan and Singh decided to address
the media. Both agreed that the takks
hid gone well and Khan added that

—

Who’'s afraid of a Siachen agreement?

the two countries would withdraw
their armies to the 1972 positions.
S.K. Singh seemed happy with this
statement and the next day, this
‘agreement’ made the hea “nes.
Score one for good neighbourtiness.

Not quite. The very next day, the
external affairs ministry put its offi-
cial spokesman up to denying that

—

The problem with
unlikely friendships:
is that they ignore
likely areas of
conflict. So it is with
Pakistan and India,
whose armies
eyeball each other
on elther side of the
border at Siachen

glacler
—

any agreement had been reached.
But surely, Singh had gone along
with Khan's claim’ No, said the
spokesman, he had simply not con-
tradicted it.

Bizarre enough. But there was
more. The statement issued after
the defence secretaries’ meeting
suggested that there had been a

cil of ministers in the India cap:.
The immediate fall-out of the | -1
ponement of the foreign miruster- =, o
is the prospect of a headle<s SAARC
secretariat. The term of the jroscs:
secretary-general, Abul Hasan of K..: ¢
ladesh, expires in mid-July His su..«
sor has to be chosen by then. A: o
stage, Sri Lanka had been reporicc .
asked whether it would endorse de.:-
sions taken at Islamabad even if it ~t. &
to its stand of staying awav from th.
ministenial meeting. However. accu:z
ing to diplomatic sources in New Dl
it did not agree to this. Last weeh. as
the impasse at Islamabad continued. the
Sri Lankan high commissioner in Delk.:.
Dr Stanley Kalpage, a former chenustr,

breakthrough: “There was
agreement...based on deploymen: !
forces...so as to conform with the
Shimla Agreement.” This suggested
that India had accepted Benazn: -
claim that the rewutions between the
two countries should be governed by
the 1972 Shimla Agreement and
strengthened Khan's contention.

So what had happened? The
answer ssems to be that India and
Pakistan hiad agreed to pull back from
Siachen and from the pointless con-
flict (initiated by India in 1984). But
no dates were set and India wanted it
done quietly. Khan, however,
thought that this was a good way to
get some domestic acclaim for Be-

On the Siachen border: a prestige issue for both sides

bt
3 .
g iy A .“. . ; y-

.

¥

RN

.‘ '

- 43 - t";

SUNDAY § — 18 Ak 008

BEST COPY AVAILABLE



COVEE STORY

professor, was asked at a public function
whether Sni Lanka would continue to
boycott all future meetings of the
SAARC. Kalpage replied. “l cannot
answer your question. Only President
Premadasa can do that.”

Since no decisions involving the asso-
ciation can be taken unless all seven
member nations agree, it is not clear
how the next secretary-general will be
selected. A lot, of course, will depend on
Abu] Hasan's scheduled visit to Colombo
in the first week of July and whether he
will be able to impress upon the Sn
Lankan government the urgency of hold-
ing the pestponed ministerial meeting
soon so that SAARC'’s functioning is not
disrupted. For instance, the budget for

nazir and announced that even on
Siachen India had accepted the Shim-
la formula suggested by her.

The problem is that India went
past the 1972 boundanies in 1984
(arguing that she had a legal claim)
and so Khan's assertion sounded
suspiciously like saying that the Indi-
ans had agreed to retreat. Obviously
S.K. Singh's political masters could
not accept that and hence. the re-
tractions and recriminations.

However, neither side has cancel-
led the next defence secretaries’
meeting. So perhaps the Siachen
conflict will be de-escalated, even-
tually. Only, both countries will be
more discreet this time.

R a0

Rajiv Gandhi with Benazir Bhutto: unlikely friends

the SAARC Agricultural Information
Centre in Bangladesh has to be
approved so that the programmes do not

gnnd to a halt.

ut the most important aspect of Sri

Lanka's recent boycott is the ques-
tions it has thrown up about the norms
governing the behaviour of member
countries of SAARC. “The question is
whether there should be a common
norm of behaviour in the South Asian
region. Or should there be one conven-
tion for a big country and another for
smaller countnes. India was invited by
Sri Lanka. Now the host is asking the
guest to ieave, but the guest is refusing.
The question is: should India justify its
actions by setting its own rules that
contradict universally-accepted norms of
inter-state relations?” wonders a New
Delhi-based diplomat of a SAARC
country.

The Sri Lankan high comimissioner,
Dr Kalpage, asserted at a recent meet-
mg of the Indo-Sri Lankan Cultural
Council, “There is no attempt to wreck
SAARC. There was no attempt to
embarrass India. We were simply not in
a mood to attend the meeting (at Islama-
bad).” He also noted, “If we had inten-
tions of raising the issue of IPKF
withdrawal at the SAARC meeting, we
would have obviously attended it. The
decision to stay away was a gesture of
protest. My foreign minister wrote to
his Pakistani counterpart not to say that
Sri Lanka wants to disrupt the meeting.
The letter merely said that we have a
problem with India; we understand that
SAARC meetings are not meant for
raising bilateral issues, but because of
present circumstances, because of what
he termed ‘India’s intransigence’, we
would like to make a symbolic protest
...We know we are not in a position to
sort out our problem wath India by force.

[E— —~ .. -

President Premadasa believes in non-
violence. And the protest gesture was tu
express our people’s anguish and ange:.
like Mahatma Gandhi's satvagraha.”

Was Sri Lanka's protest gesture war-
ranted? New Delhi’s position is as un-
compromising as Sni Lanka's. “SAARC
has to take a firm decision on whether 1t
will allow any one country to act in a
petulant manner and bnng the whule
organisation into disrepute.” say South
Block officials firmly. India asse rs that it
"will not be browbeaten”, thuugn it will
not do anything to "break SAARC™
Y'ew Delhi has also made it clear to
Vakistan that as the current head of
SAARC, it is that country’s responsibil-
ity to diffuse the current tension.
“SAARC is Pakistan's baby right now
Surd.ly. it does not want the baby to die
in her own lap.” said an Indian official.
Another pointed out that “even un
previous occasions. Sri Lanka had
threatened to boycott SAARC meetings.
but had been eventually persuaded to
attend. If Sri Lanka [ersists with its
current stand, it would onlv mean that
Pakistan does not have enough clout.”

The current imbrogho has also given
SAARC critics the chance to once again
claim that the organisation is nothing but
a forum which offered “opportunities to
other countries to gang up against
India”.

On'ginally. it was Bangladesh's ides
to set up an organisation to prom-
ote South Asian regional cooperation
Bangladesh had been having problems
with India over water-shanng and Farak-
k1. And it thought that a forum hke
SAARC would help its cause as 1t could
be used to exert moral pressure on
India. Indira Gandhi was not keen on the
idea. but eventually agreed. after a great
deal of persuasion by the late Bany.

ladesh President Zia-ur Kehman.

9



COVER STORY
N

Big Brother gets angry

ndia seems to be the only one to
~ Whave gained from the massacre at
Tiananmen Square and the resulting
chaos in China. With Asia's biggest
power at war with itself, super India
has found its position considerably
strengthened. Nowhere is this more
mﬂmh’iudeahgswithﬂu
imalayan kingdom of Nepal
thleboth sides offer long and

Chinese, had tried to reduce imports
. from India and had made other asser-
tions of independence.

Such moves did not go down well
with Big Brother. India retaliated by
télling land-locked Nepal that it could
enly have transit rights if it agreed to
club these with trade. ‘When the
Nepalese seemed hesitant, imports

find that their problems are of no
or~sequence to Beijing and have re-
\un2d, cap in hand, to New Delhi.
s1ne mandarins at South Block
have been cool. They took a month
and a half to reply ta a letter from the
- Nepalese foreign ministry requesting
takks, and ignored four reminders
from Kathmandu. New Delhi has
been advised by Arvind Deo, its can-
ny ambassador to Nepal, that King

SAARC was born in Decuvmber 1985 at
Dhaka. There is some substance in the
charge that SAARC has not progressed
beyond fringe issues and token ges-
tures, such as declaring 1989 as ‘SAARC
year against drug abuse’ and 1990 as
‘SAARC year of the girl chid'.

Of course, there has been greater
cultural interaction between the member
countries and several agreements have
been signed such as the convention on
suppression of terrorism and the South

The humiliation of Nepal is almost complete

w

Birendra cannnt hold out for long.
After a few weeks of flag-waving, the
Nepalese have begun blaming their
King for the of essential
conunodities. Five student groups
have urged the Nepalese Prime
Minister to settle and the banned

Nepali Congress is using the discon-

Rajlv Gandhi (right) with King Blrendra:
walting for him te come around

tent to launch a movement against
Birendra.

At present, the betting is that
New Delhi will wait till Nepal is de-
sperate and then force its terms on
Kathmandu. In the process, it will
probably alienate the Nepalese but
then, isn't that what being a regional
super power is all about

Asian food security reserve. But the
most important issues, which are inevit-
ably bilateral in nature (and thus out of
bounds according to the SAARC char-
ter), have not been thrashed out. At
SAARC meets, leaders have religiously
proclaimed that the forum is * meant to
emphasise what binds the seven coun-
tries rather than what divides them.
SAARC's real contribution, however,
as a diplomat of 2 member country
pointed out, is the opportunity it offers

N

leaders of its member countries for
‘informal consultations’. The Rajiv-
Benazir téte-a-téteat Daaman-e-Koh in
Pakistan signalled the beginning of 2 new
era in bilateral relations.

Bangiadesh, as the ornginator of the
SAARC idea, is naturally womed about

B 1

the future of the organisation and was -

upset about the cancellation of the
ministerial meet at Islamabad. Its fore-

ign minister, Anisul Islam Mahmud.
declared in Dhaka that the postpune-

ment of the conference was likel tu
hamper the functioning of SAARC.

Mahmud termed the circumstances that

.

d

/ X
RAC
..

able” and said that efforts should be

N

led to the cancellation as "most undesu-

i

made to convene the meeting at the '

earliest.

Wil SAARC survive the latest set- -

back? A diplomat of a SAARC country

noted,"South Asian regional couperation

without India has no meaning. And South
Asian regional cooperation with India in a
position to exert pressuré on smaller
countries has no meaning.” President
Jayewardene in an emotional speech at
Islamabad during the last SAARC sum-
mit called India the “kev to SAARC".

At an international SAARC workshop |
in Dhaka on 24 March, 1988, there was

unanimous expression of concern about
India’s “pre-eminence” in the region.
Most of India’s neighbours are susp:-
cous of its motives and. at the same
time, conscious of its power and influ-
ence. Unless India inspires confidence in
its smaller neighbours. regional coopera-
tion in South Asia will be only a concept.
not a reality.
Patralokha Chatterjee New Delti
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CONFRONTATION

Relations between India and Sri Lanka plummet to an a]l-time
low as President Premadasa copes with internal strife

t was as if there was no cause for

despair. During all of last week—

save a short helicopter hop to

attend Cabinet in Colombo—

President Ranasinghe Premadasa
was cosily ensconced in the hill town of
Mahiyangana, which lies east of the
capital. There, as Sri Lankan television
captured in vivid detail, a smiling Presi-
dent parcelled out goodies to grateful
and fawning villagers, listened intently to
their problems and affectionately
tweaked little chil’ . ears.

Premadas. wa. .early enjoying him-
self. For Gam Udawa—the 11-year-old
village rehabilitation scheme tha: aims at
developing a different region of the
island every year—is his very own baby.
Premadasa has overseen the scneme
with religious devotion and this year's
Gam Udawa was all the more special
being his first as President. Premadasa,
it seemed, was in no mood to trade in his
‘pastoral pilgrimage’ for politics.

Yet, it was politics that occupied the
minds of his people. For during the
11-day Gam Udawa festivities, Sri Lanka
slipped into what could become the most
senous cnsis it has ever faced. On the
diplomatic front, India’s response to the
President’s demand that the Indian
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) go home
by the end of July was unfriendly. The
Indians made it clear that there was no
way the IPKF would leave by that
deadline and that Sri Lankan ‘black-
mail'—such as its decision to stay away
from the SAARC foreign ministers’
meeting at Islamabad —wouldn't work.
Worse.—at least from Premadasa’s point
of view—was the Indian reaction to his
demand that the IPKF call off its opera-
tions against the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The answer once
again was ‘'no way'. Moreover, there
was n let-up in the Indian army’s
recent.y intensified offensive against the
Tamil militant organisation. Last week's
official Tiger count read: 52 dead (poss-
ibly a rec.rd of sorts). The fear is that e
the negotiations currently under way : :

SUNDAY 0 — 13 5.y 1980 .- e - .. .

- 46 -

N
-
-




WHO

The origins of Sni Lankan Tamil
militancy have not been adequately
understood and remain somewhat
obscure. In the early Seventies, the
Tamil Manavi Peravi, better known
as the Tamil Youth Front (TYF), was
formed under the pstronage of the
Tamil United Front (TUF), which
later went on to become the Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF).
While it would be inaccurate to
describe the TYF as a militant outfit,
it attracted many youths who were
not ‘averse to using wolence for
political ends.

By the mid-Seventies, some TYF
leaders had established their own
militant groups. For some time,
there existed only three or four
organisations, but with the advent of
the Eighties, the Tamil guernlia
movement splintered into a large
number of groups. Many of these
falled to gather an adequate following
and internecine rivalry took care of
some of the rest. Today, there are
only a few which matter.

LYTE's Velupiiisl
Prabhakaran:
refused 10 acoept
the accord and
ontered into 8
bioody battle with
the IPKF

LYTE: The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam emerged the most

werful group in the early Eighties.
t is also perhaps the most brutal (the
Tigers have savaged rival militant
organisations), the best disciplined

between the Sri Lankan government and
the LTTE may be jeopardised if the
LP&KF cannot be prevailed upon to hold

Things were no better on the home
front. The government was forced to
declare a state of emergency to meet
the growing violence engineered by the
Sinhala-extremist Janata Vimukthi Peru-
muna (JVP). Colombo’s awareness of
how serious the threat had become was
revealed last Saturday when over 3,000
‘rebels’ (read: JVP members and sym-
pathisers) in the capital and the Southern
Province were rounded up for interroga-

tion under the new provisions, which

'S WHO AMONG THE TAMIL MILITANT GROUPS

and the most committed (the cyanide
capsules that they wear around their
necks in the event of capture testify
to this).

Its leader, Velupillai Prabhakar-
an's refusal to accept the Indo-Sni
Lanka accord meant having to face
the might of the Indian army. Two
years of warring with the [PKF may
have weakened the Tigers militarily,
but their popularity in the north
remains undiminished. Recently, the
LTTE tried to keep the IPKF off its
back by negotiating directly with
Colombo—ostensibly to find a way of
being accommodated within the
democratic process. But from all
appearances, the turnaround is only
tactical—aimed at pressuring the
government to withdraw the IPKF.

EPRLF: The Eelam Peoples Re-
volutionary Liberation Front
attracted widespread notice only a
few years ago, after the abduction of
an American couple it suspected of
being CIA agents. Low caste Tamils
form its main constituency and the
group enjoys grassroots support in
the island’s east. The Manxist outfit
has always boasted of a strong
ideological framework. Urganised
demonstrations in support of the
Palestinian struggle, the Sandinistas
and so on have been very much a
part of its activities.

The EPRLF, which survived the
LTTE's wrath in mid-'86 (when
some 70 members were killed and
500 forced to swrenlier), now runs
the Provincial Council in the North-
Eastern Province. The Varadaraja
Perumai led government, which is
propped up by the IPKF, is nervous

L e T
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that it may be dismissed by Colombo

give the army and the police unques-
tioned authonty to make arrests and
detentions.

The operation fullowed a ‘curfew’
announced by the JVP five days earlier
(on 26 June), which virtually paralysed
the island. The underground organisa-
tion threatened to kill anyone who ven-
tured out of home, and Colombo—like
most other cities in the south—wore a
deserted look. All commercial establish-
ments were closedmearfrdo“ot}w onlé'a news-
paper to appear wing day was
the government-owned Daily News.

Meanwhile, the JVP-supported public
transport workers’ strike entered its

EPALFs
Varadarsje
Perumal. hesds
the North-Eastern
Provincial
Councliand is
nervous about
being dismissec
by Colombo

in order to appease tne Tigers. The
group, which accepted the terms of
the accord, is now prepanngto re-
turn to arms in the face of such a
prospect.

PLOT: The Peoples Liberation
Organisation of Tamil Eelam is a
breakaway group of the LTTE that
was formed by Uma Maheswaran in
1980. Maheswaran and Prabhakar-
an—once good buddies—fell out
over the former's affair with a pretty
young thing called Urmilla. Prabha.
karan opposed it by arguing that “"tlus
sort of intimacy is against our code of
conduct”. Later, the two were en
gaged in a shoot-out in Madras.

PLOT was once believed to be the
largest group after the LTTE and
operated both in the Jaffna peninsula
and the island’s east. Its emportance
also derived from Maheswaran's
close links with the M.G. Ramachan-
dran government in Tamil Nadu.
Today, however, the outfit has been
marginalised—both due to poor
organisation and Prabhakaran's per-
sonal animus.

ENDLF: The Eelam Nationa!
Democratic Liberation Front was
formed three years ago by some

breakaway members of PLOT. Sn

R

third week and became a severe embar-
rassment to the government. The stnke
has seriously disrupted normal lfe in
such far-flung cities as Colomt:o where
no rapid transport system exists.
Attendance at private commercial estab-
lishments and government offices has
been dismal—in sorne places as low as
15 per cent. The transport minustry.
which initially threatened to sack the
strikers, later climbed down and con-
tinued neégotiations. But no easy solution
‘1ppears to be in sight with the govern-
Tent maintaining that it cannot meet the
demands and the workers staving
away -—cbviously prefernng to nsk thewr
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Lankan intelligence believes that the
group was sponsored and aided by
India's Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), which helped it to operate in
the north and the east to counter the
intransigent LTTE.

Led by P. Rajan, the ENDLF is
the junior partner in the EPRLF-led
coaltion government in the North-
Eas 2m Province. Like the EPRLF,
the ENDLF is crucial to India's
strategy of making th.- Tamil Provin-
cial Council viable and strong.

, EROS’
Balakumar:

L Instrumental in

preparing the

ground tor

LTTE-Colombo

talks

EROS: The Eelam Revolutionary

Organisation of Students was estab-
bshed. oddly enough, by an elderly '

Manust in London in 1975. For long.
EROS was viewed as the intellectual
face of Tami! militancy and some-
times dismussed as a small coterie of
Britain-based beer-swilling ideo-
logues who know more about books
than bombs or bazookas.

This perception has changed
somewhat of late. Although EROS is
by no means a powerful outfit. its
importance today derives from the

fact that it is the only militant orga- .
is well 9§

rusation which the LTTE
disposed to. Its leader, Balakumar, s
believed to have been instrumental in
prepanng the ground for the LTTE-
Colombo talks.

Negotiations
currently under
way between the
LTTEand
Colombo may be
jeopardised if the
IPKF cannot be
prevaliled upon to
let up its offensive
E——
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TELO: The Tami! Eelam Liberation
Organisation is. by some accounts,
the oldest militant group. It was once
strong militarily and patronised by
the DMK's M. Karunanidhi. Howev-
er, serious infighting within the lead-
ership undermined the TELO's
strength and led to defections and
breakaways.

The group's attempt to stage a
recovery was thwarted when the
LTTE. in mid-'86. launched a
murderous campaign against it.
More than 150 members were killed
and its leader. Sabaratnem (Tall
Sn", was shot dead in Jalina, Today,
the outiit iz led by Selvam who is
based ir the island's noth

OTHERS: Itis difficul* to say how
nany Tanr! militant groups exist to-
day, but St1 Lankan intelligenice iden-
tified as many as 35 in 1985. Many of
these were formed after the Sinhala
chauvinist-inspired tace nots in July
1983. The activities of some of them
save becn limited to pamphlet-
distnbution and poster campaigns.
Among the groups which operated
a few years ago were those with
faarcy names, such as the Eagles
Mcvement (EM), the Tamil Eelam
Blood Movement (TEBM), the
Taril Eelam Liberation Cobras
(TELC). the Guemnllas Aspiring for
Tamil Eelam (GATE)—httle was
known about them then and even
less is known about them today.
ATELO

militant:
serious

infighting
haa
undermined
1 the group's
) ot h
oy

jobs than their lives to the JVP.

The transport strike has brought Col.
ombo port to a near standstill --a matter
of grave concern for an island nation
which imports everything from Rolls
Royces to rice. Attendance at the purt
has fallen. according to government
estimates, to under 50 per cent. But the
real problem 1s the unavalability of
drivers for government-owned lornes in

COVERSTORY
R

the face of the JVP threat. Many of the -

ships waiting to be docked and cleared —
as many as 17 on 28 June—carmy food.
15.000 tonnes of rice, sugar and flour
according to one estimate. The govern:
ment's move to get the navy to work the

port has eased the crisis somewhat and

it claims that there is no cause for worry
as the buffer stocks of nice and flour are

sufficient to last three months. Yet. -

there are fears that if the present
situation continues for much longer. the
country could be faced with a food cnsis.

The problems that Sri Lanka is facing
on both fronts—at home and with .
India—are. of course, linked. Premada- -
sa had the domestic situation very much

in mind when he called for the withdraw.
al of the IPRF by Julv-end. By Apnil this
year, the JVP had begun posing a
senious threat to the government. Dur-
ing March alone, a staggenng 3.(000
people were killed in JVP.related vio-
lence. Later, the proscnbed orgarusa:

tion's underground leader. Rohana Wi -

jeweera, demanded that all Indian goods

be boycotted and said that the cost of .

disobeying the order would be "punizh-
ment’. The ‘order’ is remembered even
today. In Petta, Colombo's busthing
market area, shopkeepers have taken all
Indian goods off the shelves. Indun
saris, for instance—once a very popula:

buy—are virtually unavailable. Only af- .

ter a customer convinc:ngly establishes
his credentials is a shopkeeper willing: to
produce a few samples that he ha-
hidden behind the codnter. Then ther
was the statement asking all Induans to
leave the island—a call that led all
officials of the Indian high commuission to
take refuge in the Ta) Samudra and the
Galadhan Mendien. two of the many
new five-star hotels on the capitals
Galle Face Esplanade. There were also
the ‘curfews’ (the JVP expression tor
bandhs) which left many parts of the
south paralvsed.

To Premadasa, it was clear that the
JVP's appeal lay largely in its adoption of
a stndently antiindia posture. it was
not an unreasonable assumption as the
organisation was in something of a hmbo
a couple of years ago. The Julvy 1987
Indo-Sni Lankan accord and the subse-
quent induction of the IPKF we'e the

. catalysts for the JVP to reassert tself.

13



1982

© India starts training, Tamif
guerrilas

1983 onwards

o Tamils create havot in
north Sn Lanka

Arms isid down by LTTE

May 1987
o Lanka launches miltary
crackdown on LTTE and
other Tamil miltant groups

4 June, 1987

¢ India airdrops supplies to
Tam's Sn Lanka protests

29 July, 1987

o Rajiv Gandhi and Jumus
Jayewardene sign India-Sri

forces

By asking the IPKF to go home, Pre-
madasa was attempting. among other
things. to ‘hijack’ the JVP campaign and
pull the political carpet from beneath its
feet.

From all appearances, the strategy
hasn't worked—not so far at any rate.
For the JVP, it appears, has simply
changed tack. The ‘India go home’ call 1s
not heard as often as before. As the
posters which recently appeared on
walls in and around Colombo testify, it
has given precedence to other de-
mands—such as the dissolution of Par-
liament and the holding of fresh pres-
idential elections. In doing so, the JVP
has identified its target (Premadasa) and
demonstrated its ability to make a deter-
mined bid for power through its tactics
of ‘curfews’ and terror.

The lack of a positive response, either
from the JVP or the people, does not
seem to have deterted Premadasa.
Over the iast week, he set
asidedevelupmental work in Mahiyanga-
na now and then to make hard-hitting
speeches that reiterated his resolve to
see the Indian anny out of the island.
Government spokesmen in Colombo
also made out that Sni Lanka was in no
mood to withdraw the demand. The
strateyy appeared to be directed at
embarrassing the Indians into leaving.
Already, much has been made in the
local press about an Amnesty Interna.
tional 1eport which details the IPKF's
violation of humarn nights in the north and
east.

The government's decision to stay
away from the SAARC meet demons-
trated that it was willing to go interna-
tional with the issue.Argued Sri Lanka's
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Lanka accord Militants

o LTTE alleges ceasefire
violations by Sri Lankan

foreign minister, Ranjan Wijeratne,

enemies anc (PhFm -
an unwinnahie war

15 January, 1988
o LYTE chief appe2 ¢ -
Rajiv Gandh.toca’ c*
mihtary otens-ve

agree to surrender arms.

5 ATlgrOEllSl. 1987 IPKF receives supplies fiown in by the IAF

o LTTE makes token

surrender of arms. 13 September, 1987 | 10 October, 1987

9 August, 1987 o Warring among Tamil © |PKF says LTTE has not

militant groups

6 October, 1987
® LTTE resumes attacks

while explaining his country’s reasons for
not attending, “(SAARC's objectives)
cannot be achieved unless the member
states agree not to interfere in the
affairs of other members or take undue
advantage of their size and prominence.”
Hinting that Sn Lanka may also pull out
of the SAARC summit to be held later
this year, Wijeratne added: “We are
aware of the rule in the SAARC charter
that bilateral issues cannot be raised
duning the deliberations; so even if we
do attend the meeting. we would not be
able t- present Si. Lanka's predica-
ment.”

By raising the ‘bilateral issues’ ques-
tion, Sri Lanka was identifying itself with

3

disarmed, launches action

October 1987onwards
o LYTE and India now

13 March, 1988

appeal tor a cease' re

the other SAARC members who. in
opposition to India, have been demuan
ding that such matters be discussed
Ani if it does stay away from the
sumymit, it would be a major setback fu:
one of India's principal foreign pob.y
initiatives. Unconfirmed reports have it
that the Sri Lankan government is al~o
considering raising the issue of the
IPKF's presence at the United Natins
and the International Court of Justice.

Imost every political party in Sn
Lanka is in agreement with Pre.
madasa over one tiung. tha: the IPRF
should go. Their differences with him
arise over the manner in which. he has

Dessried stroets of Colombo: a JVP ‘curfew’ paralyses the island
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25 May, 1988 19 November 1988 troops 10 appease demands the withdrawal of
o IPKF launches offensive | ® Election to the Premadasa. the IPKF
in the north-east. North-Eastern Provincial May 1989 2 July, 1989
Council is held. o LTTE does deal wih IPKF '
7 June, 1888 EPRLF-ENDLF coalition Premadasa. Bremadans e
o First phase of withdrawal | forms government with 1 June. 1989 hrema asa’s ultrm;?um and
of IPKF. Varadaraia Perumal as chiet ° unches a major offersive
. o President Premadasa against the LTTE

" The Indo-8ri Lankan sccord I8 signed

mimister. LTTE does not
participate.

First week of January
1989

o |PKF makes a sham
withdrawal of three infantry
battalions.

26 April, 1989

tried to force its departure and the
timing of his announcement. Says
Dinesh Gunawardene, MP and leader of
the left-wing Mahajana Eksath Peramu-
na, which has opposed the IPKF's
induction right from the very beginning,
“We are for the withdrawal, but it is a
matter that should be dealt with diploma-
tically.” Ossie Abeygoonasekara, leader
of the Sri Lanka Mahajana Party, who
lost in the presidentiai race last year,
echoes a similar view, “QOur party is
against the presence of any foreign
troops, be they American, Russian or
Indian. But the Indian army came at the
invitation of the Sri Lankan government
and so the question of its continued

o |PKF withdraws some

presence should have been sorted out
bilaterally.” Some like the moderate
Tamil United Liberation Front's A.
Amrithdingam warmnthat an IPKF pull-out
at this juncture could prove disastrous.
“The removal of the Indian army now
will result in a bloodbath between the
various Tamil groups. So, it should be
asked to stay on unti an altermative
machinery to enforce peace is evolved.”
he says.

The Indian reaction to Premadasa’s
call was dictated, partly at least, by a
sense of pique. To be summarily told to
go was bad enough, but coming as it did
when the Indian army was already
preparing to pull out was intolerable. For

An EPRLF election mesting

LTTE members led by A. Balasingham (centre) arrive in Colombo for taiks: tactical manocsuvre
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Rajiv Gandhi, there was alsc the matter
of being politically embarrassed in what
is, after all, an election year. Under-
standably, no Prime Minister would like
to face the electorate as someone who
was kicked around by a tiny neighbour
and a signatory to an accord that was
forced to die a miserable death. ths
attitude to the diplomatic crisis has been
questionable but consistent: India wil
leave only when it thinks that the accord
has been satisfactorily implemented.
The result has been a diplomatic war
of words over what the provisions of the
accord really mean. The Indian argu-
ment for staying on hinges on one clause
of the agreement, which says that “the
Government of India will underwrite and
guarantee the resolutions” of the
accord. New Delhi has interpreted this
to mean that India is obliged to see that
all the provisions of the accord are
implemented—particularly the one
which relates to more power being
devolved on the Tamil-majonty areas. -
The suggestion is that the IPKF's pre- |
sence is necessary to fulfil India's obliga- |
tion of seeing the accord through. I
The argument is specious, to say the |
least. For one, it doesn't explain why l
|
[}

India had planned—as early as January
this year —to withdraw the IPKF by the
end of December. Did it have any fim |
guarantee that the Sn Lankan govem- |
ment would, by that time, implement *
those resolutions that it had promised to
do under the accord, such as the one -
that relates to the devolution of power? !
And then, hew could it be confident of
fulfilling its oun obligations by the end of
December, such as enforcing the
“cessation of hostiliies” either between
Colombo and the LTTE or between the

15



vanous militant groups? Secondly-—and
perhaps more importantly—there is no-
thing in the accord which links the
presence of the IPKF to issues such as
. the devolution of power. The accord
{ clearly states that the Indian army “may
be invited by the President of Sri
Lanka...if so required”. Doesn't it then
stand to reason that the President may
withdraw the invitation whenever he
wishes—that is, when the IPKF is no
longer required? Jt would need an inge-
nious legal brain to establish otherwise.

. It is another matter, of course,
. Bwhether Premadasa could have
achieved his objective with a little more
tact. Why did he demand the IPKF's
withdrawal when it was planning to leave
anyway? To outflank the JV'P may be the
main reason, but not the whole answer.
Premadasa had opposed the induction of
the IPKF from the outset. As Prime
Minister, he could hardly afford to pub-
licly enticise President Jayewardene for
entening into the accord, but he made his

If India and Sri Lanka
do not work out a
face-saving solution
before the end of July,
relations between the
two countries may
cease to be at an
all-time low; they may
very well cease to
exist

disapproval known by staying away from
the signing ceremony. His disaffection
didn’t stem only from his being a ‘tradi-
tional India-hater’; it had to do, in large
measure, with the perfectly reasonable
belief that Sri Lanka ought to sort out its
internal problems on its own.

“The IPKF is required”

Lakhan Lal Mehrotra, who was
appointed huigh commissioner to Sn
Lanka on 24 Apnl, shares nothing of
his predecessor J.N. Dixit's style.
Dixit seemed to thrive on con-
troversy, loved being in the public
eve and always had time for the
press. Mehrotra, on the other hand,
is a low-profile bureaucrat who has
been somewhat press-shy. Some
suggest that this may be because he
1s not yet completely conversant
with Sni Lankan affairs. But Mehrot-
ra was relaxed, confident and articu-
late when he fielded St'NuAY's ques-
tions. Excerpts from an interview:

Sesvay: Is it fair to say that
Ind¢-Sri Lankan relations are
nou at an all-time low?s

L.L. Mehrotra: It is difficult to
comment on this. Because even in
the aftermath of the India-Sri Lanka
I accord, a rather alarming situation
had developed here. Bu: ! would say
that there has been a fresh wave of
tension dunng the last two weeks.
Added to this, Sn Lanka has been
| facing a very difficult situation inter-
| nally. In my view, the two are inter-

connected.
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L.L. Mehrotra, high commissioner to Sri Lanka, presents
the Indian position

Hou?

The President (Premadasa) wants
to meet the internal situation—that
is, the challenge of the JVP. The J\P
has always had an anti-India plank.
The President wants to suggest that
he is the one trying to send the IPKF
back. He wants to divert the atten-

“Who wants to stay
on? The IPKF is
here todo a job. Let
that entire process
be implemented and
then the IPKF goes.

B S ——

And if anybody had

Premadasa conducted his elect). -
campaign on a manifesto that pronus.¢
the withdrawal of the IPKF and i hi«
first speech as President, invited besh
the LTTE and the JVP for uncondiyona
talks with his government. Jt was
perhaps the first ovent indicatior. thi® he
was prepared to deal with the domestic
situation without Ir - mediation. Sayv~
Cabinet minister . rhondama:. wh-
warns against a premature IPKF with-
drawal, “The President—rightly or
wrongly—made the pull-out ar 1ssue In
his election manifesto. He is the kind of
man who has to see it through.”

The Indians were alive to the pros-
pect that the accord would be en-
dangered in the event of Premadasa’s
victory. According to one theory, New
Dethi knew that it would have to with-
draw the moment he was elected. (Pre-
madasa’s main presidential rival, Stim:-
vo Ban ike, was also opposed 1o
the accord and the IPKF's presence. bu'
for reasons best known to South Block.
it believed that it could make her come

tion of the people somehow or the
other from the interna) pressures.

One could also argue that the
President's demand that the
IPKF leave has to do with the
LTTE turnaround.

It is entirely possible. The LTTE
has also been asking for the IPKF'¢
withdrawal. You could say that there
is a certain community of mnterest.

Is India justified in keeping
the IPKF on? ARer all, there is
nothing in the accord which sug-
gests that the IPKF s presence is
necessary lo fulfil India’s obliga”
tion of “underuriting and
guaranteeing” its proposals.

No. The IPKF 1s here to enforce
and guarantee the cessation of host
lities...

But only “if so required".

But it is required. That 1s why it
was invited. The clause vou are re-
ferning to relates to the rationale fu;
the IPKF comung to Sn Lanka 1! 1
true that it came at the request of the
Sri Lankan government. Bu:! the
accord does not lay down the proce.
dures for the withdrawal of the
IPKF. Therefore. it follows. tha’ i+
withdrawal is a matter which bt
governments have to discuss and
come ta a conclusion about.

But the important fact i1s tha® the
Indian government had been discu--
sirg the IPKF's withdrawal with the

an earnest desire to

it was us”

-5] -
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Sn Lankan govermment. Moreover,
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around.) It is not an implausible view.
For the date on which the first batch of
IPKF soldiers was withdrawn coincided
with Premadasa’s swearing-in as Presi-
dent in January this year. In India, this
was widely interpreted as a token ges-
ture to appease a President who was
agains: the force's presence. But it is
more than possible that it was a signal to
indicate that India was prepared to
leave.

Whatever the truth, India had other
reasons for wanting to withdraw. The
?ration in Sri Lanka was expensive
(Rs 3 crores a day, according to one
estimate) and, moreover, seemed m-
creasingly futile (the LTTE may have
been losing men but they were winning
popular support and sympathy). By early
March, the Indians had already finalised
a withdrawal plan with the Sri Lankan
government and Rajiv Gandhi began tell-
ing the press that it was time to think
seriously about getting the boys back
home. Yet, oddly enough, the decision
to pull out did not lead to'a scaling down

the two governments had already ar-
rived at certain conclusions about it.
And then, the foreign minister, Mr
Ranjan Wijeratne, even told Parlia-
ment on 31 March that a time -
frame for a withdrawal had been dis-
cussed and accepted. So, what was
the (Sri Lankan government’s)
problem?

Hou do you react to President
Premadasa's statement that 90
per cent of Sri Lankans want the
IPKFto go as this percentage of
the electorate vou.. 1 for pro-pull-
out candidates in the presiden-
tial election? The implicit sug-
gestion perhaps being that the
IPKF is a force of occupation
because it is in Sri Lanka
against the wishes of the large
majority of the people.

But who wants to stay on’ The
IPKF is herc to do a job. Let that
entire process be implemented and
then the IPKF goes. And if anybody
had an eamest desiie to withdraw
the IPKF, it was us. We had already
provided for this well before the Sri
Lankan President began talking of
withdrawal. We knew he had made
such a commitment to the electo-
rate. And we oursélves came out
soon after the presidential election
with a plan for withdrawal. And they
were privy to this.

Interviewed by Mukund
Padmanabhan'Colombo

’—

'SHOULD THE IPKF GO HOME? - %

The Sri Lankans say yes, but the dispute
is over when and how

A

A. Amrithalingem
amd Uned Libergtion Front

R. Premsdass
Unied Natona! Perty

Ossle Abeygoonasekara
8§n Lanka Mahajsne Party

“IT

should be desireis to question of
asked to stay on see that the last Its continued
until an alternative  Indian soldier presence should
to enforce leaves SriLanka  have been sorted
Is found.” by 29 July.” out bilaterally.”

of IPKF operations. On the contrary,
there was no let-up in the intensified
offensive against the LTTE, which be-,
gan this January.

There was a good reason for maintain-
ing the heat. India did not want to give
the impression that its army was re-
treating from Sti Lanka. From its point
of view, it was far more ‘honourable’ to
knock the LTTE around a bit before
calling it a day. It might then have been
able to argue, somewhat disingenuously:,
that there was no need to stay on any
longer as its obligations under the accord
had been fulfilled. i

It was the intensified Indian offensive
which gave Premadasa what he saw as a
golden political opportunity. The LTTE
was badly hit and needed to get the
IPKF off its back. By early April. the
ground was being prepared for direct
negotiations with Colombo. The Tigers
had come around to the view that this
was the only way to keep the IPKF at
arm’s length.

With this, Premadaca believed he had
just what he wanted—a wonderful poli-
tical slogan to rally the country together.
‘IPKF 2o home' suddenly had a magical
quality about it. It could, he reckoned,
prove immenasely popular with the
majority Sinhalas, who have always re-
sented the presence of the Indian army;
defuse the fVP campaign by stealing its
most important political demand; and
persuade the Tigers to function within
the democratic framework.

After the conclusion of the first round

of talks between his government and the
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LTTE in May, Premadasa was con-
vinced that the slogan would work its
three-way magic. A couple of days
before the second'round was slated to
be held. he went public with it in his now
famous 1 June speech.

COVER STORY

There are two questions that Pre-
madasa will have to address himself
to sooner or later. What his slogan has
achieved. And whether it was wise to
adopt it in the circumstances. The
answer to the first is precious httle. The
JVP has not been anpeased—on the :
contrary, its campaign for the dissolution !
of the government has only intensified:
the majority of the Sinhalas now believe
that Premadasa's first responsibility is to
check JVP violence and that therefore
the IPKF's presence is necessary to '
*secure the northern front’ while the Sn
Lankan army deals with the south; and,
finally, the LTTE-Colombo talks have .
made no substantive progress, despite
being two months old.

As for whether it was pobtc, the
answer also appears to be m the nega- '
tive. For a start, the Tiger turnaround
was almost certainly a tactical man-
oeuvre——directed at secuning the short-
term objective of keeping the IPKF off
its back. The LTTE has not vet formally
renounced separatism and it strains the
imagination to believe that it has sudden:
ly undergone & genuine change of heart. -
Moreover, it is highly unlkely that
Premadasa can afford. in the present
circumstances, to accede to even their
non-separatist demands. such as the

17



COVERSTORY
- ]

THE ACCORD AND ITS
‘|42, IMPLEMENTATION -

Rajiv Gandhi has claimed that .ndia will pull out the IPKF only if all provisions of
the India-Sri Lanka accord are fulfilled. What clauses of the agreement remain to
be implemented? D. B. Wjjetunge, Sti Lankan Prime Minister, recently placed a
statement in Parfiament bsting the obligations of the two countries under the
accord and whether they had been put into effect or not. Excerpts from it:

N ;

OBLIGATIONS OF STATUS REMARKS
SRI LANKA
Permit the Northern and Eastern implemented. —

Provinc® io form one administra-
tive unit from the date of election
to ProvinCial Council to date of
referendum.

Hold referendum in the Eastern Not

Province on or before December implemented.

1988 to decide whether merger
should continue or not.

Referendum originally fixed
for 31 December. 1988. has
been postponed twice and is
now scheduled to be held in
early 1990

Create ccnditons 1o enable all Not fully

persons displaced due to ethnic implemented.

violence to return to areas from
where they were displaced.

An appreciable number have
still not returned

Cessation of hostilities to come Not

into effect within 48 hours. mili- impiemented
tant groups to surrender alt arms

within 72 hours of cessation of

hostilities.

Sri Lanka immediately stop-
ped all miltary operations in
north and east Militant
groups ceased hostilities, but
this was only temporary. The
LTTE was engaged in open
hostiities against the IPKF by
September 1987.

Use for law enforcement and
maintenance of security the same
organisations and mechamsms of
government s in the rest of the
country.

Being
implemented

Under the 13th Amendment
and Provincial Councils Act.
the same mechanisms will be
used in al! parts of Sn Lanka.

Make special efforts to rehat;l-lit;ie Not
militant youths.

impiemented.

Will be done at the appropriate
time.

OBLIGATIONS STATUS

OF INDIA

REMARKS

Take all steps to ensure that
indian terntory 15 not used for
actrvities prejudicial 1o the unity.
integnity and secunty of Sn Lanka

Give miltary assistance to Sn
Lanka. when requested. 10 imple-
ment the agreement.

implemented

Sn Lanka expects India to
have fultilied this undertaking

On request. Ingdia sent the
IPKF Sn Lanka has now
asked tha! the IPKXF be with-
drawn by 29 July. 1989

Cooperate with Sn Lanka to en- Not fully
sure the physical safety and impiemented
security of all communities in-

habiting the north and the east

India has assumed this obhg -
tion aimost in its enlirety be-
cause Sn Lankan secunty
forces were excluded from
op=rations in the north and the
east The IPKF took only a
token Sri Lankan police pre-
sence to assist them

PE——
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permanent merger of the North a: -
Eastern Provinces. (How would the J\'}
take to this?)

By proceeding on the assumption that
he can persuade the Tigers to join the
political mainstream, Premada~c has
taken a huge gamble. The least he wiil
have to do in order to convince them s
allow them to run the North.Eastern
Province. This would mean dissolving
the Varadaraia Perumal-led EPRLF-
ENDLF government, which. in tum.
would spell other problems. The EPRLF
has already indicated that it will declare
‘independence’ from Sri Lanka in case of
such an eventuality. Moreover, it would
only harden India’s resolve to stay on
The EPRLF is crucial to India since 1t 1s
the only pro-accord Tamil militant group
with a mass base.

As things stand today, Premada-4’s
first priority is to find a way of meeting
the JVP threat. Last Saturday’'s massive
crackdown on the ‘rebels’ was an indica-
tion that he has realised this. If the
JVP-supported strikes persist. then the
island is in danger of slpping into chaos
Already, there are some who talk of the
possibility of military rule, though, at
thus stage, it is a view that appears
unduly alarmist. What is true, however,
is that the opinions of the army and
police are already beginning to be taken
into account. The declaration of
emergency, for instance, was made at
their behest.

Premadasa’s next prionity is to find a
way out of the impasse with India. The 1
July call—far from making him a heto
with the Sinhalas—has rebounded on
him and become a political embarrass-
ment. India has turned down his every
demand and responded to his call to stop
fighting the LTTE by stepping up the
offensive last week. It also flew in more
army personnel—5,000 according to one
estimate-—into Trincomallee last Thur~-
day. The hero who would nd his countn,
of the foreign presence now appears 10
run the nsk of being perceived as the
man who tempted it into staying on.

The key is to find a face-saving
solution for both sides. It is believed that
consultations between India and Sn
Lanka are already on to find a wa\ to
achieve this. One possibility 1s for Indi.
to pull out, say, two months after
Premadasa's July-end deadhne. Indis
could then argue that it left only when 1t
thought fit to do s0 and Premadasa could
make out that he got the IPKF to leave.
even if a bittle later than he would have
liked. ~

If such a stratagem s not worked out
before the end of July. India-Sn Lanrka
relations may cease to be at an all-time
low: they may very well cease 10 exi~
Mukund Padmanabhan Colombo
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Brown imperialism doesn’t pay '

N recent centunes. imperialism

has heen mostly white and profit-
able. But it is incrcasingly become
brown and unprofitablc The out-
standing examples of this are Viet.
nam’s misadventurc in Kampuchea
and Libva's excursion o Chad
Outright colonial invasion 1s highly
unprofitable. hence rare India prac-
nses a fairly muted form of brown
imperialism. and so suffers a fairly
muted degree of unprofitatality But
both impenal pressure and its costs
have becn nsing tast We will be
better ofl shedding our tatty ermine
and learning from the Japancse and
Germans that abandoming dreams of
regional pohitical glory can do a lot
for vour economy

Impenialsm.  white  or  brown.
usually rests on four foundutions (1)
Milstary and economic clout (2) The
willingness to use your cihizens s
cannon-fodder. and to denounce dis-
senters as unpatnotic trators. (3)
The notion that nature abhors a
pohtical vacuum. and that yvou must
occupy all the imperial space vou can
for otherwi- & rmval will (4) The
notion that the impenabst s domng
the dominated nanon a favour The
white man’s burden was supposed to
bring peace und prospenty to lesser
breeds without the liw just as India
today is trying to bring peace and
prospents in Sn Lanka

The fact that India hihes to don
impenal ermine does not mean that
its neighhours are morally supenor
Nepal and Bangladesh are autocry-
cies. Sri Lanka 1s guilty of religious
bigotry and racial killing Pahkistan
has for most of its existence been a
militany dictatorship. garnishcd with
foravs into Islamic fundamentahsm
and communal violence. It has play-
ed the mim-impenabist atself n
Afghanistan. South Asia boastis
sorry bunch of countries. and India
does not stand out among them as
notably sulied” However the atroci-
ties commutted by lesser breeds with-
out the faw have never consituted a

" good argument for iapenal intenen-

tion

Let us consider in detail the four
foundations of impenalism  Farst.
mihtary and financial clout This pro-
vides a sound basis for pngoism The
word jingossm 1s denved from an old
Enghsh pngle .

“Wedon t want to fight bur-by ingo
ifwe da."We ve got the men, we ve got
th: arma. we've gol the money 100

Indians today claim thay they don’t

By Swaminathan S,

imitation of the Englishman's sup-
posed rectitude a century ago and as
bogus The main point is that Indiain
the 1980s has the men. has the arms.
has the money 100.” Not without
reason does it claim to be the domi-
nant power in South Asia. It wants
this dominance 10 be recognised in
wavs that can only outrage the
dominated. India bchieves. for inst
ance. that it should be consulted by
the Umited States on the permissible
sort of arms that Pakistan can be
given. Back in 1980 we told the
Americans that we could not stomach
the idea of the F-16 planc for Paks-
tan but could live with the F-5. To
our indignation the perfidious Yanks
nevertheless supplicd the F-16. It
never occurred to us that perhaps
Pakistan should be consulied by the
Soviet Umon on what arms it could
sell India. Such consultation is after
all the prercgative of dominant pow-
ers. not lesser breeds

Expendable lives .

The second foundation of impenial.
ism hes 1n the ready su[-/ply of human
cannon-fodder. The United States
and Britain no longer have the sto-

.mach to take large casualtics Pres-

dent Reagan withdrew hastily from
Lebanon after the death of just 200
mannes And he simply could not
persuade the US Congress to inter-
vene in tiny Nicaragua. After Viet-
nam Amerians - he casily pes-
suaded to off *hes as can-
non-fodder L w Ives have
low value in .ontinent Indi-
ans do not turn a hair at the thought
that many dic uselessly every year on
the Siachen glacier. or that more than
a thousand Jawans have been killed
in Sn Lanka Indeed. it 1s worth
recalling that five years ago a Jaffna
terrorist plantied a bomb at Madras
airport, hoping to kill a planeload of
passengers to S Lanka. He botched
the job and. instead. killed duzens of
innocent Indians. Were the people of
Madras outraged” Not at all. On the
contrary. they hailed the terrorist as a
hero Never mind that he had killed
s0 many innocent Indians. He could
be forgiven this minor peceadillo as
be had attempted the laudable feat of
murdering innocent Sn Larkan pas
sengers. even though he botched the
job Bob Dylan might ask:

“How many deaths will it take 1l
they learn That 100 many people have

really wani to fight. an adminng died””

Anklesaria Aiyar

The answer. my fnend. is not
blowing in the wind of Madras

The third foundation of impenal:
ism 1 the notion of a power vacuum
We think we must fill as much space
as possible in Nepal and .Bhutan -
According to an official in the Prime
Minister’s Office. we had to go into
Sri Lanka because otherwise the
Americans and Pakistanis would
have sev up camp there. The gentle-
man must have known that the
American public is unwilling to ven-
ture even into Nicaragua. lcave alone
Sri Lanka. But he preferred to pre-
tend otherwise. Take away the con-
cept of a power vacuum and you take
away 3 major justification for brown
impenalism.

¢ concept is buttressed by the

kith and kin argument. the notion
that a self-respecting country must
come 1o the fescue of its kith and hin
abroad. This was the excuse for the
British to start the Boer War It was
the excuse for periodic Russtan in-
tersention in the Balhans 1t was the
excuse for nght-wing Frenchmen
wanting to hang on to Aleena und
right-wing Englishmen to Rhodesa
India’s kith and kin are scattered
around many neghbounng coun-
tries. This has consequences

The tourth toundation ot impenal-
ism 1s the white-man’s-burden theme.
Coloraal Indian texthooks comained
a list called “Blessings of the British
Raj” which grateful students were
supposed 10 memorise and hail
Some Englishmen never ceased to
wonder why ungrateful Indians de-
manded indépendence “The. Amer-
icans have heaped economic and
military goodies on Latin Amencan
countries. and cannot understamd
why the Latinos bite the hand . at
feeds them. India gives a fair amouat
of aid to its smaller neighbours. such
as Nepal. and is scandahied that the
bhighters hate us Indians may hid
themselves that they have been noble
inaiding Nepal. that they are heeping
the peace (if you can call it that) s
Sri Lanka. and that they arc doing a
signal job in shouldering the brown
man’s burden in the subcontinent
The lesser breeds are not impressed

White imperialsm n 118 early
Ehases brought immense loot to
.urope from Latin Amenica and In-
dia Monopoly commercial privileges
also vielded dividends However. im-
petiahsm also mvolved heavy costsin
armnanients and battles Givng aid to

dominated nations became another!
cost  And losing economic opportu. |
nities because neighbours dishked
vou imposed a stll higher cost In the
hevday of white impenalism the be-
nelits vasthy exceeded the costs, and
colonial intenention was an extreme-
ly worthwhile investment. Alas, this
is not true of the muicd: brown
impenalism India 1s following. We
have no foreign treasuries to loot. no
monopoly commercial privileges to
exploit On the contrary. our neigh-
bours deliberately curh economic ties
with Big Brother Nepal is reluctant
to start hvdel projects which will
export clectnaity to India. Bang.
ladesh will not let India build a g
pipeline from Tripura to West Ben-
gal. Sn Lanka has banned vanous
imports from India. and we dare not
rely on Pakistan’s Sui gas for meeting
the energy needy of Rajasthan and
Kutch although this 1s the most eco-
nomic source Qui direct costy of
armament and intervention -have in-
creased greath

Military glory

Why then do we persevere with
such an wunprofitable venture® The
anwacer s that imperiaham has alwass
been popular through human histon
and has fallen into disgrace onhy 1n
the last few decades. and only 1n
some countriés NMany countries stll
feel that no sacnifice s too great in
the cause of military glory: Colomised
people on liberation often turn col-
omabst themsehes Vietnam threw
of! the French und Amenican vohe.
and then promptly imvaded Kam.
puchea. with no senve of iromy  Se 1t
should not surprise us that Indians
love to thiow therr weght about —
histonicully people the world over
have alwavs gained a lot of satisfac-
tion by hiching their neighbours and
saving that sush hichs are i the
Interest of peace and prospenty 1n
the region Man does not Ine b
bread alone. he hkes 1 spiced with
machismo And in an clection vear it
would be undemocratic 1o deny the
common amn his ration of machismo
The problem is that others want therr
ration of machikmo too. in Pakistan.
Sn Llanka. Nepal und Bangladesh
The reculting frictron means that the
cost of our pngarsm could become
prohibitne We have had our fair
shate of Machisme in the Maldives
and Jattns and now need to pull
bavk
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

EPAL'S partially elected and
Numnlly no* Jinated un-
icameral national legisiature —
the Rashinya Panchayat — has
concluded its debate on the
royal address. Ohviously, (he
stalemate in  Indo-Nepal rela-
tions since March 2} was the
main focus of the speeches made
by the various members of the
kouse. What, however, appeared
rather sinking was india-baiting
by many members, who perhaps
see their polilical and socio-econ-
omic future as dependent on the
enisting non-democratic  Pan-
chayat system.

I>emands for democratisation,
including the establishment of &
mulli-parly sysiem. a national
government and inslitutions
ensunng hurnan nghts. made by
the vanous scgments of Nepali
soctety may have made these
members apprehensive. Hence,
_they tried to express thewr
vsohdarity  with  the system
through their speeches by mak.
ing scathing crihicisms of India
on vanous plancs.

Former prime  minister
t okcndra  Bahadur Chand
(Raitadi} sard "1t 18 natural that
dilferences should oficn anse be.
tween neighhours But this docs
nol mean that they sithuld stop
respecting each wher The In.
han moha c2mpagn  agamnst
Nepal's most respected instiye
tor 8 condemnabie Such ac
Bans musl stop immediately
Latks shandd e started soon In

£

F oreign Aﬂ'airs/ Parmanand
The India bogey covers up for domestic failures

conclude Ireaties that are in the
interesta of hoth.*

Gunjeshwarr  Prasad  Singh
(Ranthat) strongly cnticised the
attempts by the Indan media to
cause chssension among  the
Nepali oeople by describing
those living in the Terai region as
of Indian origin. Hann Narayar
Rajouna (Kamlavastu) regretted
tha! the Inditan rovernment “has
heen trying to suhject Nepalis to
hardship by inundating Nepali
lands on the pretext of controll-
ing Mloods in India™. On the
other hand, Khadgajit Baral
(Nawalparasi) expressed ¢ ncern
over the Indian governn ent's
attempt  t0 interfere in  the
nicrnal affmirs of Nepal. He
staicd "1t should be noted that
Nepal had not made any com-
ments on the Indian govern:
ment’s acuion against the Sikhs
1n the Golden i cmple in Punjah
and on the Giarkhaland move-
ment, as these were the intcrnal
aflans of India™

Bijaya Kunwar (Achham)
san! “Ind's attiiude towards
Nepal has always been bad Indhia
has shown its hegemonishic -
tentions 1n the internal aftairs ot
Sn lanka. Maldives and Nepal
and creatic  fuction with Paka-
stan™.

1rona Prasad Acharya (Jhapa)
warncd that the Nepah people
woull ncver loruive the govern:
men f 1t backed diwn an the
stand wheeh o citimed ta hasve
adapted 1o the contost of i

King Hirendrg

cuttent stalemate 1n Nepal-Indha
relanions. He demanded  thot
Ncpal serk the abrogation of all
“uncgual and hunmbhating
treatics”  bhetween Neyal  and
Indha.

Padma Ratna Tuladhar
(Kathmandu) siaed “The present
relahionship hetween Nepal and
frdha s uncgual ANl wnequal
treatics must,  therefore.  be
abropated © i also demanded a
dehaie in the house on the 1950
Indo Nepal Preary of Peace and
Fricndship particdar’y its At
ches 6and T whiaeh he desenibwed
as danpetans” e Nepal e
aad C The povermme nd’s loceyn
Py s a peathy boecd on noa
Alprmacnl o b Celdake s 1o

mainiain a special relationship
with India. For instance. no
Nepahh 1s granted a passport to
visit China How, then, can one
say thal wa treat India and ¢ hina
or an cqual hasik? We have Lo he
non.ahigned 10 respect 0 India
and € lung alsa™,

l'ormer pnme minister Nagen.
dra Prasad Ryal (Morang) said
that India’'s present hehaviour
towand Nepal was “unhecnming
of 3 end”™ He asked India not
to kel jealous of the “respoct
gamed by Nepal in the world”
Former loregn mimister Krishna

Rap Arval {Rathmar -~ accnset
iy of buthong S - n the
proterr of ode b 1o

Thaowe cet sovensd othes e

bers took a Jispassionate view of
the situation and called for
dialogue and discussions to end
the stalemate. For instance. for-
mer prime minister Surya
Bahacur Thapa (Dhankuts) —
who created a history by being
the first Nepsli prime minister to
have heen removed through a
no-confidence motion in the
Rashtriya Panchayat — called on
Nepal ¢nd India to reach an
undersianding soon in order to
resolve the prosent crisis.

In a commentary. the 'Jana
Jagriti Weekly' alluded to the
lesson from Sri Lanka and criti-
ciscd the ruling Panchayat m*m-
bers for their sins of omission
and commission. The weekly
wrote: {Jo our Panchayat politi-
cians have the courage to act in
defence of natonal indepen-
dence the way the Sn Lankan
Prevident has done? The nalwonal
independence of Nepal cannot
remain safe 1n the hands of those
who have a jaundiced view of
every situation, lreat the people
and the non.Panchayat palincal
furces as thair encmy. disregrd
the importance of pubhc
participation, induige in corrup.
tion even dunng tmes of cnss
and continue 1o look 10 India for
suppart  The rubing  Panchas,
therefore, need to take a lesson
from Srt L anka™

Necdless (o add there has to be
a percephble diffcrence i the
mdng operands of thow who
benchit froan e nnddeimanratng

and unpopular political system
and the dissenters within the
system. But the modus operandi
of the Nepali political system
itself is quite baffling. On July
21, six Rashtriya Panchayat
members — Birendra Kessn
Pokharel, Padma Patna
Tuladhar, Somnath Pyasi. Jagntt
Prasad Bhetwal. Nobul Kemi
Rai and Drona Prasad Acharya
— many of whom had critictsed
India severely during the debate
on the royal sddress were ar-
rested along with some top lead-
ers of the Nepal Congress. in-
cluding the supreme leader
Ganesh Man Stngh. women's
icader Mangla Devi Singh and
party president Krishna Prasad
Bnattarsi. They were arrested
when lhey atiempted to plant
saplings as part of the govern.
menl's week-long countrywmid:
afforestation programme in Hal-
igada in the northern outskints of
the Kathmandu valley.

While the operators of 1he
Panchayat system in Nepal are
not willing to try snd narmahise
relations with India. the syuem
1s a0t wihng th allow the
parvcipation of the people even
1n oarmal socio-culturatl and en-
vironmental actisiies This s
cvident from the arrests of nu-
merous patinical workers in sare.
ous parte of the kingdom  The
Panchavat pohity a8 obvionds
moving on 4 confrontationst
conise bnth amteonabiy amd oy
ternadhy
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Nepalese Minister
criticizes India

i o KATHMANDU, Aug 8. — The At a function ovganized by Nep
p Nepalese Foreign Minister, Mr al-China Friendship Association tc
bShmlendn Kumar Upadhyaya, mark the Mth ahniversary of the
' said about India : “Some have, of establishment. of diplomatic rela.
; late, forgotten the principles of the tions between The two countres,
Panchsheel and have even dis- Mr Upadhyaya said Chma, India
carded the very principles prop- and Nepal developed their rela-
“ounded by ‘their own grand- tiens on the basis of the principles
;Ltathers." reports PT1. of Panchsheel.
Mr Upadhyaya left no ore in
T doubt about the target of his attack
by saying : Chins has siways stood
v firm by this printiple of Pan.
chsheel. -

The Fortign Minister said Nepa!
wanted to live in peaceful co-exist-
ence with ‘the country of Gandh:"
as well as the coantry of Mao and
Chcu En-Lai. “But this relation
cannot be establiched without first
respecting the independence of a
nation,” e said.

Ms  Upedhyaya said, Nepal
hoped to receive the kind of friend.
ship, goodwill and understanding
shown by China from other neigh.
bouring countries as well.

He said the construction of the
“Amiko Highway™ had Drought
China and Nepa! even closer.

Political circles said that it was
through thia “Amike Highway"
that “hundreds of trucks carrying
mﬁsﬁcmd Chinese arms’ came

The Chinese Ambamedor in
Nepal, Mr Li Debiso, svoided any
mention of India, and mid China
“dppreciates Nepal's policy of not
:lg:;ﬁnz m recent ini:identsi

{jing, which was an interna
affair of China”.
| _The Nepalese Government has
floated the Mea of forming a “un.
éon” of all Jand-locked Fates of the
H world “to protect their rights”.

Mr Shyam KC,the editor-inchref
of the Government-swned The Ris.
ing Nepel, has a rat in the
“sudden closure™ of Badge o1
JeRty in the Calcutts port for repair
and maintenance and found a hand
of the Indian Government in it to
break the back-bone ob Nepal and

practice which can Bhrow the
econonfics of land-lotked States to
the winds? fsn't It Migh time that all
land-locked States gét together tc
protect theif rights to ensure that
their transit rights are not used as »
political lever by Transit Sgates"
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India does not want -
to end impasse: Nepal

KATHMANDU. Aug 2 (UN])
The Nepalese Foreign Minister.
Mr Shailendra Kumar Upadhyaya
told the Rashtriva Panchayat-
National Parliament-on Wednesday
that India did not show any interest
in holding India-Nepal talks. besides
its "gesture" of agreeing with the
agenda. _

Mr Updadhyaya was replying 10 a
discussion raised by the former Rash-
triva Panchayat chairman. Mr Ra-
jeshwar Devkota. and the former

rime Minister. Mr Lokendra Baha-
dur Chand.

The Foreign Minister said Nepal
was continuously trying to end the
impasse as early as possible He
alleged that the Indian Government
was delaying the negotiations by
“keeping quiet” over the June 26
letter .of the Nepalese ~ Foreign
Ministry. - .

Mr Upadhyaya said that Nepal
would continue its effort to settle

various issues on the basis of the

rinciple of - peaceful coexistence.

Rlepal was keen. he said, to streng-
then the friendship and cooperation
between the two countries, he said.

Meanwhile, five members of the
Rashtriya Panchayat on Wednesday
demanded the resignation of the
Prime Minister. Mr Marnich Man
Shreshtha. charging him with inabil-
ity to settle the trade and transit
issues with India, “even after four
months of impasse.”

The members included the former
Finance Minister. Mr Yadav Prasad
Pant. and another former minister.
Mr Pashupati Shamsher J. B. Rana.

Mr.Pant was also cnucal of the
Indian Government for what he cal-
led the “sudden closure™ of Calcutta
- port, which he said caused inconveni-
ence to people of Nepal.

. Sneakin at a function crganised
by Nepal-China Friendship Associa-
tion to mark the 34th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries. Mr
Upadhyaya said China. India and
Nepai developed their relations on
the basis of the principles of panch.
sheel.

Mr Upadhyaya left no one in doubt
about the targel of his atack by
saying: China has always stood firm
by this principle of panch-sheel.

+ In an obvious reference to Indie

- *again. Mr Upadhyaya expressed con-

1
1

“'cern a!. what he called, “increasing
militarization in the region’’, and said
“on the one hand. we talk about
peace. while on the.other, we are
engaged.-in an arms race”.

*In this context. the role plaved by
China in promtoting trust and peace-
ful co-existence with her neighbours.
is fughly. admiruble”’, he said

ra . L 2] .

citizenship.

:Nepal changes

unacceptable
HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Aug. 3

Union External Affairs Minister P.
V. Narasimbha Rao today said in the
Lok Sabha that one or two amend-
ments suggested by Nepal to the com-
prehensive agenda proposed by India
for discussion of the entire gamut of
bilateral issues were mot easy to

accept.

Replying to a question of Janata
Party member, Syed Shahbuddin. Mr
Rao said New Delhi had suggested a
review of the functioning of 1950 Indo-
Nepal treaty, and not a review of the
treaty itself. .

The Minister added that India's sug-
gestion for a review of the operation of
the treaty was based on its feeling that
the implementation of the treaty had
become sn one-sided that it was erod-
ing the provisions of the treaty from
time to time.

Responding to a supplementary of
Congress member R. L. Bhatia, the
Minster accused Nepal of violating
the treaty’s provision regarding

Nepal Terai
residents’
complaints

Express News Service

NEW DELHI Aug 3
People of Indian ongin. staving 1n
the Tera) region of Nepal. are being
discriminated against. a spohesman
for the Nepal Sadbhawana panishad
has said here on Thursday
The spohesman. while affirming
their faith in the King's Government
said that the Terai region has been
depnved of kerosenc. salt and sugar
while all these commodities were
freely available in the Kathmandu
Valley The result was that the price
of kerosene rose 1o aroynd Rs 25 4
btre in  the Terai. sad the
spokesman
The sﬁokesman said that arrange.
ments should ymmediately be madc
to sqlppl,\ essential commoditics te
the Tarai area That apart they
demanded that representatines of ail

communities in Nepal be hired in ¢

Government senices on a prop.
ortional basi

7
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India has discarded
Panchsheel: Nepal

From R. C. Mathur

KATHMANDLU, Aug. 2

Nepalese Foreign Minister S. K.
Upadhyaya. yesterday accused India
of discarding the principles of *Pan.
chsheel” and said that “China, India
and Nepal developed their relations
hased on the pninciples of ‘Panchsheei’
over the decades but some have of late
forgotienthe principles. But China has
always stood firm by this principle.

He was speaking at the function
hosied by Nepal-China Friendship
Associaion to mark the 34th
anniversary of the establishment of di-
plomatic relations between Nepal and
China.

The Minister said *‘that as a zone of
peace. Nepal wants to live in peaceful
co-existence with the country of Gan.
dhi as well as the country of Mao and
Chou En-lai But this retatiod s2anot
be established without first respecting
the independence of a nation **

Stating that the late King Mahendra
had added a new dimensior to the
fniendship with China afier the intro-
duction of panchayat system. Mr Up-
adhyasa said that the construction of
the Araniho Highway had brought the
two countries closer.

Expressing concern at the increasing
militansanon in the region the Minis-
ter sard that on the one hand we talk
about peace but on the other we are
engaged in arms race. In this context
the role plaved by China in promoting
trust and peaceful co-existence wit;.
her neighbours 1s highly admirable ™

The Chinese ambassador Li Debiao
observed thut the formal establish.
ment of diplomatic relations between
the two ountnies in 1955 had added a
new  chapter n the traditional
friendship S.1ving that the two neigh-
bours have ¢ ¢r since been respecting
understandiny supporting and co-
operating with cach other the Chinese
envoy said tiat the friendly oco.
operation between Nepal and China
could be 4 goad example for develop-
ing good neighbourly relanons on the
basis of the fisc principles of peaceful
co-existenve .

e
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%{Kathmandu to blame ,say Nepal MPs

(1R

.+ Kathmandu, July 26 (PTI): The
Rashtriva Panchayat members,
* during the last few days of dis-
. cussion in the finance committee
meeting of the commerce minis:
«~, try, criticised the Nepalese gov-
.. ernment for its delay in cenclud-
+ ing the trade and transit treaty
., with India in view of the
.; hardships faced by the people.
The members blamed the
...-hawks in the government for
' being oblivious to the hardships
... of the common people because
of steep rise in the prices of
essential commodities, ancl said
».. “His Majesty’s government does
.+, NOt Seem to be worried about the
j: current relations with India be-
‘~ cause nothing about this has
.;, been mentioned in the govern-
«_ ment’s policies and prog-

w

rammes.”
A member said: “A lot is being

done to strain the relations with

India than improve them.”
Another member suggested that
it would be better for Nepal to
conduct trade with India “on the
traditional pattern.” I,

The members maintained that
the trade policy of Nepal aas
meaningless in the absencaof a
trade treaty with India. |,

They regretted that th far-
mers on the southern Yorder
were facing difficulties as they
had not been able to expsrt their
produce and medicinal ierbs to
India. .

The Rashtriya Pmchayat
members underlined the necd
for importing only essential
goods through the open general

licence (OGL) system without
bringing in luxury goods, make
proper utilisation of hard-
earned foreign exchange and
hold :he price line.

They said Nepal's expor:.
import trade did not fare well in
the absence of trade and transit
treaties with India ovrr the last
three months and .hat the
volume of trade being carriea
out by the government-owned
National Trading Limited was
declining.

They complained that only a
handful of people were controll-
ing the country's irade. “I'minosi-
tion u/ Customs duties on mad:
cines and fruits on the one hand
and provision of concess:on for
import of luxury goods on the

other, were not quite consis
tent,” theyv adéed.

Trade 'vith China urged
Three members in the Rashtriyu
Panchayat uig8ed the Nepalese
government t<: oper. yrade points
with Zhina to reduce wha! they
called over-devendence on In
dia. The membars sve M, Chak-
ra Bahadur Shahi (Humla), Ms
Bhupal Kiranti {Solukhombht)
and Ms Xamaia Neupane (Sun
sari).

They suggesced that the
Nepalese gove:ninent ~pe-
trade pownts with China and en-
ter into baiter tiade with it
They 2l .. Yemandel facilities
for cwaiad. 5 exilange with Chi-

na adding ther2 should be & i

long-term trade po.ic; in the
country.

[4
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Kei~mandu, ju!y 26 (PTI):
Payiitun touay offered vaniovs
kints »f machinery. consumey
proaacrs and joint vantures an..
techrcal Knuwnoy o Adepai as
frest. avenues of cn-operaticn
vet vier the two sountrie:.

7ee o'fer was .cade b the
Pa.istar minister oi state ior
finan.¢, economic affairs, plan-
ning and deve'pment, ¥4r Thsa-
pul Kaq Picacha, in w.e opering
| statement at the third seasion of
! the Pakistin-Ne ‘} joint #ccno-
mic rommizsion nere today. He
sugg-sted tnat brth the fudn
wries wust el U target: ot
bilate«a! trau2 te erpand their
irade celatio. s

Various kinds of -nachinery
inclading cemen  &nd suger
p.ants coned te rupplied so Nep-
4] w1 anlly . ceptable terms.
Mr Pirachs s2id. Sumi arly, he
said, There were paisibuiiies of
increazing exporr of textile
itenus, es.envinl vils und per
fume, 'eisceilaneous ‘ood pro-
du-te and medical iustruments
and appliances from ? akistan to
Neps!

‘lamosure that it 15 possible t0
i similarly ideatify siems which

{car b~ imported ty akisian,

froin Nepasl,” he said
1 The Pakistani riinister <2id
l joint veatures with Menal zould
Vbe ev.ab shed ¢n deth bilmeral
‘and trilateral busis. Pakistan

cowd o dGe techiical kKnow:

- 60 -

Pak offers joint
vantures to Nepal

“fiow,

machinery, raw material
and semi-processed goods,
whe:eas, capital exporting coun:
tries or internstional financial
organisaticns could provide fi-
nan-e.

Je:nt ventures betvieen Pakis:
tan ind Wepal for designing and
construction of projects where:
ver feasible, could »lso include
buy-back arrangements, he said.

eferring to the trade pattern
between Fakistan gnd Nepal, Mr
Piracha said the vplume of two:
way trade berween the two coun-
tri- . had been verying between
$0.6 millson in 1984-85 and $2.5
million in 1982~§8.

Mr Piracha saic Pakistan gave
high priority te her relations
writh th» countries of the region.
The developments in the south
Asian region had always been a
matter of vital concern to Pakis:
tan, he rwid.’ '

“We are, therefore, engaged
in sincere and earnest efforts to
vesolve and avoid conflicts. We
sincerel; hope and desire that
Nepal would swvon be able to
cvercoré ‘its present difficul-
ties Or our part, we assure you
of #ll possible help and support
a0 your efforts to overcome these
proclems,” he said.

“We dre determined to foster
closer economic relations with
Nepal for the mutual benefit of
the people of the two countries,”
he added. ;

-~
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Nepal may ban papers,
Journals from India

Kathmandu, July 24 (PTI): D1s-
tributions agents here say that a
dist of fifty popular Indian news
magazines and journals, including
those for women, children and on
films. has been prepared for a ban
by the Nepalese government.

€ magazines and journals
have a large readership among the
intellegentsia and, politicians as
well as the common folk of Nepal.

They said that the zonal admi-
nstrations had summoned the dis-
tnbution agents in their respectie
areas recently and told of the
proposed ban.

Know ledgeable circles are of
the view that after watching the

reaction. the administration
would move one step turther to
ban the daily newspapers from
India which are very popular in
Nepal. but at times unpalatasblc
and embarrassing to those i1n pow-
er. because of their torthright
assertions

Indian newspapers, journe!-
and magazines have a g sal
here. There are queues ever:
afternoon to buy them after they
are censored and cleared

Already. there s an unoffirg)
ban on cenain news magazitics
and journals in the Himala, un
kingdom.

Nepal ban on

magazines

The Times of India News Service

KATHMANDU, July 18: Nepal
today banned the entry of over S0
Indian magazines. A directive 10 the
effect was gsent 10 Sandeshgriha, the
sole agents importing newspapers
and periodicals for the Kathmandu

vnl'!l_;); order has been conveyed
through a government _circular,

es of which have been forwarded
me postal and customs authonues
for immediate action. The order cov-
ers 2ll Indian publications, including
those for children and women -
“Nandan”, “Chanq’amama”.
“Femina™, “Eve’s Weekly”, “Sun™.
besides other magazines  like
“Filmfare”, “Stardust™, “Star and

" “Manohar Kahaniyan®,
's“kyll:y;". “Indrajal” and “Amar
Chitrakatha

- &1 -
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DELHI, FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 198y

DELEGATION ASKED TO STAY BACK

Lanka turns down
India’s condition

Talks on verge of collapse

‘ From Our Special Corresponde .

NEW DELHI, Thursday. — The negotiations between India and
Sri Lanka over the withdrawal of the IPKF appear to be on the verge
of breaking down. Although hopes of a settiement were aroused )
after the Sri Lankan delegation met'the Prime Minister yesterday,
the subsequent discussions have widene:i the gap between the two

o))

w sides.
|




600 IPKF men sail for home
Over 150 killed in

India,Sri Lanka
discuss time frame |fresh violence

TRINCOMALEE (Sri
Lanka), July 29(PTD-
The Indian Peace Kee-
ping Force (IPKF)in
Sri Lanka today reco-
mmenced its withdra-
wal and 600 IPKF per-
sonnel set sail from
here for Madras by INS
Mahar.

Acting Sti Lankan Foreign
Minister John Amaratunge,
Deputy Information Minister,
R V!jayssinghe, Defence
Secretary, Seppala Attel

and Gen Hamilton Wanesinghe
and the Commander of the
IPKF, Lt Gen A S Kalkat, were
present to see off the first
batch of the pull-out.

The teturning military per-

sonnel wlil teach Madtas
tomorrow. .
Meanwhile, India and Sri

Lanka today began consulta-~
tions on determining a time
frame for the withdrawal of
the PKF {rom north-eastern
Sri Lanka and reviewedthe
progress of Implenentation
n{ the {ndo-Sti Lani'a accord,

wcluding devolution of po-
wuls to the ~amiis,

The f.r3t ruund of talks be-
ga after the two Fr eign
Mi, ters, Mr P V Nars mha
Rao and Mr Rar; » Wijeratne,
exchange ! /lewz on the an
Ltite gar~ut of bila‘eral svue:
wthout aldes.

Mt Vijerstrw- arrived at

New Delhi exilier In the dav

from Colombo by a special
fliight leading = 10-member
high power delegation Inclu-
ding the Fora!'gr\ Secretary,
Mr Bernard Tilakratne, and
the formet F oreign Sectretary,
Mt W T Jai Singhe.

The indian High Commissio-
per, Mt L L Meheotrs, and
Mt Tilakratne had on fFriday
st Colombo signed ajoint
communigue In the presence
of President Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa, setting at motion
the recommencement of

withdrawal by the PPKF and
paving the way for Mr Wije-
ratne's visit to New Delhl.

The two sides are also sche-
duled to discus the question
pf cessation of offensive mi-
litdty operstions by the IPKF
and the safety and security
of all communities In the
North-Eastern Province of
Stl Lanka,

President Premadasa in

s nation-wide TV broadcast
had welcomed the agresment
desciibing it as 8 turning point
in indo-Sri Lanka relations.

The Ptime Minlster, Mr Rajiv
Gandhl, who had acceeded
to President Premadass's re-
guest for the recommence-
mert of withdrawal of the
IPKF had in a mesage sxpre-
ssed the hope that it would
mark the beglinning of »
new chapter in the relations
between the two countries. o

150 KILLEDs At least
150 persons, including
34 JVP ‘extremists werte
illed in Separate incidents
of violence, anti-IPKF de-
monstrations and attack
on police stations In the
Sinhels majority centrai
and southern parts of the
island despite @ country

“wide curfew now In force

official sources hare said.
Most of the Iincidents

nave been reported from
the central province In
security forces action
on JVP sponsored demonstra-
tions,

A number of security force

rsonnel were also killed

the attack but the exact
number was not revealed.
Kandy, Anutedhapura,
Moneragaia ir central
Srl Lanka were the worst
affected. One incident
was reported from @ Sinhala
setilement in Veyuviniys
in North Eaestern Province.
- Gen Despinder
Singh, former commander of
the Indlan Peace Keeping
Forca (IPKF) in Sti Lanks to-
dey welcomed the phased
withdrawal of the IPKF from
SriLanka,

Gen Singh told newsmen af-
ter recelving the Lok Shree
sward here that a politica!
settiement to the Srilankan

Protection for
Tamils urged

|sltuatlon has been reached.



IPKF’s Withdrawal:
Confusing Issues

By NARENDRA GUPTA

HE situation in Sri Lanka con-

tinues to be confused. Each of
the Sri Lankan players involved
seems to be tugging and pulling at
the national fabric W meet fpa:
ochial ends without thinking of the
welfare of the island nation as a
whole. The token withdrawal of the
IPKF and the subsequent talks have
not materially changed the situ-
aton.

President Premadasa has noi fully
defused the crisis even though he
has given up his unilateral July 29
deadline for the withdrawal of the
IPKF which, in any case, was un-
likely to be complied with. There
was talk, however, of Sri Lanks
taking this issue to the UN. It
would be useful, therefore, to see if
there was a similar situation earlier
and what happened at that time.

As many would recollect, a peace-
keeping force cslled the United Na-
tions Emergency Force (UNEF) was
created in 1957 and deployed on the
Egyptian side of the border with
Israel in Gaza and in the Sinai. This
force had a large Indian army cont-
ingent with a number of Indian
ofticers, including the commander
" of the force. The UNEF was in-
strumental in keeping the peace
between the two adversaries.

In 1967, the UNEF was
withdrawn in response 10 & request
from president Nasser because it
Wwas on sovereign Egyntian soil.
This decision by the U.N. secretary-
genenal, U Thant, was opposed by
many countries because they knew
full well that the withdrawal of the
UNEF would lead 10 war between
the Arabs and lsraelis which did
take place ir; June 1967. During the
war, the Indian component of
UNEF, along with other cont-
" ingents, suffered many casualues.
For agreeing 10 this withdrawal
Thant wes roundly criticised by
many countries. In fact, it seems
even president Nasser later asked
him why he had agreed 10 withdraw
the UNEF.

Both Forces

The parallels between the UNEF
in 1967 and the IPKF in 1989 are
many. Both forces were deployed to
keep the peace between warring
groups. Both were jocsted on
another country's sovereign soil.
Both were asked by the host ‘ﬂ:
tion's government to leave. -The
BI:,EF was withdnw,n befaule tl,xe

-N. secretary-genera! took a purely
legal view about the sovereign
rights of the country hosting foreign
forces, without taking into account
the realities of the situation which
were obvious to all concerned. A
similar situation prevails in Sri

nka.

Many articles in the media project
the same totally legalistic view that
the IPKF must withdraw from the
island only because president
Premadasa has said 50. These col-
umnists are not, unfortunately, tak-
ing an overall view of the situation.
Just as in 1967 the withdrawal of
the UNEF led to war. it has to be
noted that the tota! withdrawa) of
IPKF at this juncture is likely to
'be:t‘l’: to a most horrendous bdlood-

The indications are already there.
The bloody murders of Amirthal-
ingam, Yogeshwaran and Uma
Maheshwaran LTTE cadres
leave no doubt about the LTTE's
desire to decimate the other T'amil
groups and seize power for them-
selves. The only impediment to
their plans is the presence of the
IPKF. The Colombo govermnmen:
also appears to have a similar
interest in getting the IPKF out.
This is because of the wentiment of
the Sinhala people a.1d the pressure

=

from the JVP which has made the
presence of the IPKF the central
issue in the insurgents’ campaign of
violence.

The Colombo government is sup-
gmve of the LTTE demand for the

KF withdrawal as well as for an
immediate ccase-fire of the IPKF
operstions against the LTTE It is
probably felt that the LTTE would
weaken considerably in the inter-
necine strife with the other Tamils,
and the Sinhala militants or the Sri

kan army would thereafier be
able to eliminate the LTTE and
achieve a final solution of the Tamil
prodblem. .

Would those taking a purely legal
view about Colombo's sovereignty
agree 10 and be a party 10 such a
disaster? The realities of the situ-
ation need to be faced up to and
addressed. It is no wonder that no
major powers have had anything to
say against the continued presence
of the IPKF on the island. The
world is aware that without the
devolution of power promised to
the recently formed Tami] govern-
ment in the north eastern
provinces, it is in no position to
{rowct itself against either the

TTE or the Sinhalas.

Civil War

Were the IPKF to withdraw at this
point of time and the Tamls de-
clure 2plam, as the{ have threaiened
ic, the result would most like.. be
& civil war with a consequent refu-
gee problem for India What would!
india do the:” In any case the
setting ur of ee.dn: would not be 1n
.re interest of Sri Lanks or of India

Sn Lankan sovereignty and the
prerequusite of Sri Lankan consent
for the JIPK® to operate on Sn
Lankan soi; sre not questioned by
any one in India;, the peed to
withdraw the IPKF 35 early as
possible is aiso acvepted. Dis-
CussSicns ¢n nese issues are futiic

T aese points are to be taken as
iven. The real issue 15 how to
implement these objectives with
minimum bloodshed in the afier.
math. Several senior members of
the Sri Lankan cabinet have made
their opposition to the precipate
IPKF withdrawal publicly known.
‘The Sri lankan army with its_ca-
pacity fully stretched by the JVP
insurgency has also made known its
objections to an immediate
withdrawai. It is a facile assumption
that the JVP insurgency is solely
motivated by the presence of the
IPKF in Sri Lanka. The fact that
they tried to disrupt the Sri Lankan
elections although Mr Premadasa
had pledged to get the IPKF
withdrawn would show that the aim
continues to be the overthrow of the
democratic order in Sri Lanka.
The LTTE, which refused to lay
down arms on the grounds that the
Indian accord with Sri Lanka had
not fully misﬁled b'r:mxl aspiration :
cannot possibly enuine in its
dealings with the Sn‘ Lankan gov-
ermment which has been unwilling
over the last two years even to
devolve the limited power
promised 10 the Tamils. In these
circumstances. the right question to
debate is how to create the best
possible conditions which wll
enable the IPKF to come home and
to minimise, if not avoid, the
massive bloodshed in the Tamil
areas of Sri Lanka afterwards.
Getting into legahstic arguments
while overl. ‘king the political 1s-
sues and the grournd realihes may
dc credit to lawyers but would
haidly constiture statesmanship. In
1' 1y context the U Thant expenence
sty remains relevant.

L-_

ne quihor 1y with the Instituie o
De’ence Studies and Analvses )



37 killed in
Lanka,

Indian banks
bombed

Suspected anti-Govern-
ment militants hombed
two Indian banks in the
Sri Lankan capital today
as violence elsewhere lefi
at least 37 people, includ-
ing 18 Indian soldiers,
dead in the island,

ports AFP. ’

In the island's esst. Tamil rebels
exploded a land mune under an
indian Peace-Keeping Force truck
when it was passing on a highway
e, e Y
three, security sources here said.

It was the biggest such attack in
recent weeks. But no further de-
tails were gvailable and Indian
diplomats declined comment. The
sttack was blamed on the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

An number of men
threw bornbs at the State Bank of
India and the Indian Rank here,
causing slight damage to the build-

s and injuring twe employees,
and witnesses said. two

are within walking distance
of each other. The attach
were widely to be the

work of the lmths\mnukﬁm
Peramuns (JVP)

uns

A rocket allegedly fired by the
8ri Lankan Army blasted the
EPRLY office in the island’s north
late yesterday killing one person
and injuring two, sources
saud. The blast hit the Eelam Prop-
Je's  Revolutionary Liberation
Front (EPRLY) office at Kilinoch-
chi town.

The viomlence cnmeku the Gov-
emment people o away
Droteste. bt today” tndian
protests i
gnand the immediate withdrawal of
the IPKCF.

The JVP has asked Indian busi-
ness and the three Indian banks
here 10 shut down or face the con-

uences. Security sources said
y’s attack on the banks might
be aimed at enforcing the threat
The bornbe caused loud explogions
which could be heard up to one km

Another explosion occurred ot a
building housing an Indian firm.
# Buddhist monk was ghot dead

by unidentified men in Kagalla dis-
irict, says UNI The bodies of five
suspected rebels were found by
security forces in the district

The attacks came as the JVP cal-
led a fiveday strike asking em.
ployees to attend their offices but
to refrain from doing any work tll
Monday as of iis campaign for
{immediate IPKF withdrawal.

Our Special Representative re-
porta from New Delhi: As the dead.

A @ On Page 6:
Editorial, Challenge
in Lanka

line for the IPKF pull-out set by
President Ranasinghe Premadasa
approaches, India is preparing 1.
self to face any eventuality. %’he
picture is now far from clear and
there is total uncertainty as to the
maible course of action that Mr

madass might take if the IPKF
does not move out of Sri Lenka by
July 29 the deadline set by hum

E;nka may
go to U.N.

enemy out of its geatest potential
source of help u.fm biggest
tential mausket ” po-




India agrees
to IPKF
pull-out

NEW DELHI, Jaly 28. —
The withdrawal of In-

ing the President as the supreme
conunander of the IFKF and cesss-
tion of hostilities again vt the LTTE

which means .pproximately IM
soidiers, would be pulled out b-
morrow).

soun after the communique was
u..w.. Mr 2ofiv Gea’dl

:‘ian troops boa Sri Lan- \# “:'pokelman ofd the h":unl Seven ﬁ ve
morrow, ¢ Muni said today ag- -
according to & JOINt com- & irarwal and for talks cnotd e killed
mn:‘nlgmned at the seen as “s victory of reason. good- 11ieéda 1n
end o days of talks Y- and good sense”, ra e
between the Indian High 5, /cten or sccepiance of cer- Sri Lanka
Commissioner in COlom' timism about thee?mm violence
bo, MrJ. L. Mehrotra, and {53 ¥ith the Sri Lankan Forelgn ¢
the Sri Lankan Foreign o771 reports from Colombo: The QOLOMBO, July 28. — More
Minister, Mr Ranjan Wi- joini communique m by than 78 Mle'mmldto-
’enm Mehrotn. om- day in separate in>idents of
missioner, Bu-nml violenes and anti-IPRY de-
The ue, released TVakaratne, Brl !Anlu Foreign monstrations In 8r! Lanka,
dmutuneousl ir Colom.bo and in Secretary, in the pmence of Presi- reperts The demonstirs-
the capital, said that the Sri Lank- dernt Premadasa and Mr Wijeratne tions were beld in deflance of
an Foreign Minister would visit In. this afternoon. the curfew in the 8
dhtodnmutheﬁmelchedulefor Mr Premadass has described the  majority central and south-
the witbdnwal of the remaining undeuhndhunomm;&mun orn parts of the tsland, offi-
Indian Peace- ing Force cpn. the relationship hetween elal sources here said.
ent in Sri L::En countries. The time has come for Twenty-one killings were
Wijeratne ia » here to- both to forge new ties of friend-  reported from Maniragala
morrow afternoon for talks with ship, fo past differences, he  d@istriet while 16 wwe re-
the Indian External Affairs wm.hquo by Mehrotra as hav-  ported Kan
4er, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao. The Meanwhile, the oountry.
communication says that the talks quiv Gandhihasconveyedto  wide curfew elamped since
will review the implementation of Mr a message it  mid-aight last night has been
the Indo-Sri Lanka agreement wﬂnbednnw of s new extended 4ll Sumday
During the visit of the 8ri Lankai, in the history of the two countries  morning.
ciclegation hesded by Mr Wi. and would the bonds of UN1 adds: Security effi-
Jeratne, the question of cessation of inedship and the cultural ties. elals said thoss Kkilled in-
o{femive military opentiom by _ The former Lanka President, Mr  c¢lued two policemen and a
the IPKCF and the safety and securi- Junlu- J‘gﬂwdm congratulat.  geldier.
m communities in the North- ing Commissioner, said Clashes were also reperted
Brovmce of Sri Lanka will be was va'y bappy it hod been frem Kiribathpuluwa and
"h ded days of ting l‘e:m‘ %lxdmutum-:
ANUS en aqoun
tension following the deadline of AMJ!I) Mrlendnnl
J:uly 29 set by the Sri Lankan Presi- puppets in 84 Lanks Four antl-IPKF e
dent, Mr Ranasinghe Premadasa, were shot dead outside Kan-
for the withdrawal of the IPKF gsorted out amicablv. I* w .m«f"" dy nllw station this morn-
troops ir. “..e island. Later he set tive development, e o Mr h’ ° eltll llld.
two conditions for India — accept- Jayewardene rang up ior Mehrowra &! o0~

india has t: withdraw an  ealle? an urgeni meesing cf the fucidents in the nerth-west-
IPKF contingent on & last day of Unlen Cabinet early [ an K ala dltrict,

* the President's deadline prevum. discuss the econditions by while the sola'er was xilled
the Sr' Lanka Government o fa the seuthern Monaragals

ably as a face-saving gesture for Sri
!.anugnmur} i
Ap~ed to send 114 Foreign Minister
to india for talks on not on'y the
furthér withdrswals of Indian
troops but on the agreement itself,

ri Lanka has*

end the deadiock hetm the
two conntries.

The state-run Sri Lanka Brosd-
Corparsiicn that
eratne wﬂl 'euve for New

The officials sald thaut hun-
M of demonstrators de-
a 85-hour mation-wids

the cessstion of hostilities against Delhi tomorrow by mdnl emment from mf ht last

u\eLﬂ'E.whichSriLmhhkem Lanka flight along with er t and took to the streets

on, and on the safety snd sevuity Education Minister, )lr A !3. ) Kandy, Badulla,

of 3" cormunities in t+ @ North the Foreign Secretar M h

eastern province about which In- Bernard Tiakaratne Pncfdent varieus oibher places.
Premadasr'y adviser on Interns- Badulla, Atr Porce

4is would like some tu.
An tndun Nm|

JNS tioal ATairs and the Attorney.

helicep. 2rs were used tc Irop

Magar, is en.ccud'omllat‘h".n- ai.whom of an eight- teargas canisters to &lsgerse
m""m: ‘?mm' o ’:’3&‘"’.‘: ne v wa::ea India 'Mm lo partiet :lu Nlne
“out of a ccatingen A . ] pa
g . India has so far withdrawn mqne State bom r meeting t
troos in two batchis in  ment spokeswoman, Ms '“"Mi in Kandy dis-
Jmulry and in April-May. About garet w('[]a said ‘this o triet lo protest Inlnct the
aoooozro-»p. mmllu:n‘:ehlnd tu; velopment w lu&‘ o am m'muu 3 t&e‘ island
Llnh- {Accord PT1, agreement twe were dead by Torces
1 with ¢ battalior. plus T00Ds  seunt.ten. Setween It night,

C o
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Amirthalingam’s son says:
‘IPKF pullout will
C1IPKE pullout wi
trigger civil war’
Express News Service Only the

Madras, 3.0y 20 Taml ailitant e porty Sould. mompmate » suc-

oups in Sri Lanka are on the  cessor to Mr. Amirthalingam in

nk of a civil war and only the  Parliameft. As he too had been
IPKF is preventing an interaecine  kjlied, the general council of
bloodbath, assassinated TULF  TULF would first have to re-clect
leader A. Amirthalingam's sOm 5 secretary general

has said. The Premadasa Government

{ The spoctre of the violence  ghould establish that its conscien-

which would be unicashec if the e was clear in the Amirthalingam
IPKF left, loomed large before gceassination by publishing sthe

{ she ordinary of the north- police investigation in the case, he
cast, and they weie mortslly demanded.

4  Mr. Kandeepan is in the city on
r his way to Benares. Mr. Amirtha-
4 lingam bad wished that a part of
«f his ashes be immersed in Benares
and Tamil Nadu.

in the noithern province, parti-
cularly in the Jaffna peninsula, the

le were under the threat of

exccution by the Tigers, if they
voiced their opinion, he said.

Sometime ago, the LTTE had
driven home its point by attacking
a group of stacving citizens at
Moolai (in Vaddukottai. Mr.
Amirthalingam's  constituency).
who had approached the IPKF for
food. The Tigers appeared on the
s..ne and lobbed grenades just as
the hungry people had sat down

‘0 eat.

The TULF would continue as a
T smul Political force, despite the
7] LiTE p'.x to wipe out the jead-
ﬂlcnhip.
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Top Tamil leader

gunned down

By SEEMA GUHA

The Times of 1ndia News Service
COLOMBDO, July 18.
HE leader of the People’s
Liberation Organisation
of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE), Mr
Uma Maheswaran, wag gun-
ned down here on Sunday
evening.

He was said to have been
walking along 8 crowded road
when he was shot by unidentified
gunmen. According to another
ver?ion, he was riding a motor-

e.
cyﬁdr Maheswaran's wife and brother
identified the body, which was lying
in the mortuary, this morning.

_ The PLOTE leader came into the
limelight last K‘w’ during the coup
attempt in the Maldives. His group is
alleged 10 have sent the mercenaries
for the anti-Gayoom faction. He

faced a lot cf flak for this and had
since been keeping a low profile.
Mr Maheswaran had gone 1o pay
his last respects to the TULF leaders,
Mr A. Amritalingam and Mr

R ¥ 494

File pk-ure of Mr Maheswaran.
— PT1

Yogeswuran. In fact, he was one of
the Tamil leaders who carried Mr
Amritalingam’s coffin to the sircraft
which flew the body to Batticaloa on

Sunday moming. He had told friends
then about his apprehension that he
would be the next target.

The sofi-spoken Mr Uma
Maheswaran, hike the other Tamil

leaders of his generation, was an
sdmirer of the slain TULF chief. It
was Mr Amritalingam who initiated

Mr Mahesvaran to the Tamil na-
tionalist (separatist) ideology.

Afier that, he got toﬁl_:ser with Mr
V. Prabhakaran, the L supremo,
in the seventics and worked closely
with him.

He, however, fell out with Mr
Prabhakaran, as most others did later
and formed the PLOTE.

He was one of the first Temil
separatist group leaders to embrace
Marxism. ldeologically, the PLOTE
leadership continued 1o swear by
Marx and Lenin. However, there was
a vast gap between what the leader-
ship p:gched and what its followers

cl

Mr Maheswanan, like the EPRLF,
bad finally reconciled to living within
the framework of the Sri kan
constitution, with autonomy for the
Tamils. While supporti Indo-
i Lanka accord, the PLOTE had
seen critical of the IPKF's induction.
For some time, the E.oup was close to
sections of the Sri Lankan establish-
ment. However, afier the disastrous
coup attempt in the Maldives, thesc
links had weakened.

Following the IPKF operations
against the LTTE, the FLOTE,
though against the Tigers, had not
openly criticised the Tigers. 1t felt
that as the LTTE was fighting &
foreign army, politically it should not
identify with those who suppt
the IPYF. During the provincial
council slections in the north and
cast, the PLOTE kept aloof. )

The PLOTE was the first Tamil
f'oup to have contacts with the

anata Vimukti Peramuna. lts
ieadeis had participated in some of
the awslier meetings of the democratic
alliance by which the JVP had tned
to forn a broad-based opposition
front But afier the coup attempt, the
PLOTE kept a low profile.

New Delbi (TOINS): New Delhi is
understood 10 be deeply disturbed
over the murder as it views the
incident as yet another act of vioknce

by the L
Coming close on the heels of the
.-sination of the two TULT
zaaers, this kilhing appears o in-
di_ate a calcula ign of terror
unleashed by the Tamil ?ipen aimed
at decimating their political oppo-
nents among Tamil groups
. Informed sources here hint that the
sn Lanka government is not viewing
hese killings with the seriousness
hey deserve.

Pull-out in

phases soon

The Times of India
News

NEW DELHI, July 18 In
view of President Ranasinghe
Premadass’s persistent refusal
to hold talks with India to
decide the schedule and modal-
ities for the withdrawal of the
Indian puoe-kecpm* force from
Sri Lanka, New Delhi is going
ahead on its own to get the
troops back home in a phased
manner.

The defence ministry is
understood to have initiated the
gl;nm‘n; to identify the areas

m which the IPKF will begin
moving out of the island-nation.

The first contingents will
lcave these areas as soon as
arrangements arc finalised to
ensure that the safety and secur-
ity of the Tamil population are

guaranteed. _
Details regarding the arrange-
ments were not available. The
moves made by the defence
ministry are in line with the
message spelt out in the Pnime
Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi's
last letter to  President
Premadasa. In this communica-
tion, Mr Ga* . ihad told the Sn
Lankan Pre..dent that if Col-
ombo refused discussions on the
IPKF's withdrawal schedule
and on a simultaneous schedule
for the implemenuation of the
Indo-Sri Lanka agreement,
India will decide the pull-out
schedule unilatcnllg consistent
with our responsibilities and
obligations under the Indo-Sri
Lankan ment.
Meanwhile, it was also learnt
here today thac the air craft
carrier Vikrant and a navel task
force is lkely to move from
Bombay to Cuchin to conduct
what are teing described as
“routine naval exercises.”
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The Siachen camoutiage
) Tbmm'MmmMMmummU”
"W around the Siachen glacier. Since the res was uninhabited
A&nd at heights of 23, feet and the centre point of the conflict
mmmakad}mlr.totwmmaﬂmmmh

" mohing towards

area over which Pakistan ¢ e
s Tinnstuhlslory.slnco‘ﬂﬂmmhmbmmﬁams'

“on doth sides with the Pakistanis trying to di the indians

. 3t heights.

. the logistics of mainta! ng troops at

Admittedly ]
 that height is a nightmare, and for those who have to guard the

.ramparts, R is a

battle against two snemies, the Pakistani
s. Be thit as Rk may, india has siways
N-in agreeing to thrash out

usad mmmuumm-mmm.wmm.
India’s stang nubmmu?nkm‘moomupmwd
that the umammuwu\mapumn.a

ultharﬁ.MMWaM:‘grmmmmApui
Chin in the north-eastern partot J 8 . Byt tha! did not prevent
China.from bullding a highway oh the

oecupumuw'bmmumu.im-mom -

negotiatorg and government. Negotiate, yes, but from o posi-

tion of strength, k.
“of the country.

8aping in view long-term sirategic interests
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Indian
lmtrl:n htm
_ aRemmnative “other then

!u th-lr lulvlvd. Am

s wKzsbls lnubﬂot
many Indlan {industtlal

Brodsts: Lue oeniivs
textils,snamel wars, foot ware
otc. wers matReted in

sreas now In Pakistan.

Moreover some industries like
hoslaty, soap, itk and woollen
,uxtlbs were also sdverssly

l".d.d“tn rtition
lhtqomuy , pe o

»

wcussarmno

“ ‘indie ‘Initisted corrective
mesasures to resteblish its:
sconemy shattered by
m‘bb\vbo' secord world war
‘and subsequent rtition
through planned ’:"otu.
indla offi teckied its

.food peoblem green
revolution. It emerged

e a tenth Wndustrial power

épece roaching

n 1985, India's
domeitic uvlng was 23 per
P whllp

- 71 -

3EST COPY AVAILABLE

Do we

- Contd from pege 7

t cepita food production
for India for 1982-83 was 110
(taking 1974-76- 100)
whereas that was 104 for

| Pakistan. In 1994, balance

of payments in current
account for india was
in deficit by 2429 million
doliars for_ Pakistan (ie.e
dollars for Pakistan (ica
littie more than double) but,
the gross Internationa!
resstve in 1984 . for India
was 8536 million doliars as
sgainst 1610 million doliars
for Pakistan (l.e. more
than five times greater).
Describing the repercussions
of Pakistan's decisionto
seek 800 million dollars
from the [MF the teports

| estimate that from the

next financial year Islsmabad
may heve to pay more
bg u;ly :3' debt n'rvlc:ng
than it might get as foreign
ald funds. Tu despite
that; the external debt
Ilatliity outstanding in
1997 would be mare that 11
billion dollar. The day s
approaching fast when
the Pakisten's debt servicing
burden reach Latin American
proportions. ]
CONCLUSION

People of Palistan wgre

hoodwinked by & rosy

picture painted by the
creators of Pakistan. Resource
teservoir has been withering
way in hml'yln? the regiment -
stion of martial law adminis-
trators under whose dreaded
shadow the desite of individual
freedom has n takdng its
jast breath, umber of
roports observe that ‘receni
upheavals' ‘on the political
front had caused’ a serious
sot back to the Pakistan
oconom( and therefore
the newly formal Pakistani
Covernment may find repairing
of shattsred economy even
moro cifficuit than reviving
democratic institutions.

k‘f‘
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Where China
has scored
over India

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Aug. 3

Rural inequality in China is not very
different from that in India despite all
the revolutionary upheavals there.
according to noted economist. Dr Sub-
ramanian Swamy, MP.

But the urban sector in China exhi-
bited impressive equity in incomes and
not in the rural sector. he says in 8 new
book , which was released by the Presi-
dent, Mr R. Venkataraman, today.

In terms of poverty levels, illiteracy
and health. China has done decisively
better than India, aithough the gap is
not as wide as presumed, he says.

“Fo China. even in the mid 80s.
there were 110 million very poor peo-
ple and 200 million illiterates ™, he adds
in the book titled Economic Growth
in China and India—A Prospective by
Companison™.

Dt Swamy says that Chuna and India
belong to the group of “moderately
growing" developing nations. But
since 1992 in comparative terms. Chi-
na attained 8 higher growth rate in
pational income than India. during the
three decades and more of planned
economic developmen:.

The estimaied growth rate for Chuna
during 1952-86 war 5.1 per cent per
year and 4.0 per cent per year for In-
dia

- 72 -

He says that a sectoral pattern of
growth rates for the penod 1952-86 «»
a whole shows that China is ahead of
India in agricultural perfonmance and
far ahcad in industrial growth (about
double). Only in the service sector was
India ahead.

The fact that the per capila incomes
of the two countnes are ‘50 low 1S by
itself not surprising”, Dr Swamy says.

China's and India’s per capita in-:
comes are. even today. lower than
Pakistan's “‘but one cannot. on this
fact alone argue that Pakistan is more
developed than the other two™.

The *rend in indusinal growth rates
in both countries was alsn different, Dr
Swamy writes.

The Chinese industrial economy
had accelerated from a hagh annual 8 &
per cent in 1952-65 to an even hugher
11.6 per cent in 1978-86

In India the growth rate decelerated
from a modest 5.8 per cent annually 10
an unimpressive 3.6 per cent in the
*90s.

In agriculture both expenenced an
acceleration in the growth rates due to
investments made in modernisation.1n
cash crops and subsidiary agncultural
scuivities.

He. however. observes that Indian
agriculture appeared to have lost 1ts
steam in the post-1978 penod when
China shatply accelcrated its growth
v initiating cconomic reforms

Describing China’s investment. as

.. “huge"”. Dr Swamy says that Beijing

invested upto 34 pcr cent of the GDP
for industrialisation compared to Inds-
a's 25 per cent.

Dr Swamy says that becausé the
Chinese have been relstively more in-
efficient in the use of resources. they
could not realise a much tugher rate of
growth



Mothers battle with life and rebels

KABUL, August 7
SHE lost & majoni her
relatives either ﬁ;zuu for
their homeland or in the rocket
attacks by the myjahideen rebels.

Of her two sons, one is & colc.ar
and the younger one u studying
in school.

Middie-aged Sldnqua. slim and
slick with the military cap pnrtly
covering her bobbed hair and
facial sterness conveying her wnll
to figint with vengeance displays
the agony of a8 woman who has
108! almost all she had cherished.

Sidiqua is now » proud soldier
of the women's regiment being
raised in a fortificd campus in &
o T o 8

though a ing of five
menzks, seme of the 500-0dd
roops of the womer’'s regiment
have already made it 10 the
frontline near the strategic east-
ern city of Jalaiabad; doing vari-
ous jobs, from enoking food,
nurun; the wounded to actively
participating in the war,

“We fought with the enemy. 1

killed at least cight of them,

wounding some others™,
Sidiqua, recalling her mnden
veniure to the frontlines in the
Jalalabad sector.

“We were about 12 of us
participsting in the war during
daytime. In the nights, we at-
tended the modical camps™, she
said.

“The girls are proud of being a
part of the armed forces defend-
ing their homeland. Their being
on the jobs on the frontlines also
works as 8 morale booster for the

armed said Lt. Yasamin
Ahmasangar, a senior officer of
the women's regiment.

Besides doing the jobs c¢f a
cook, a nurse and a soldier, the
girls also gathered valuable infor-
mation about the enemy when
sent to the frontlines, Lt

said. The women
soldiers, however, were being
mostly used dunng the moppiny
up and search operations in
Kabul and in the provinces. she
said.
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US AND THEM: MISUNDERSTANDINGS

India and the United States have a long history of togetherness or so I found
ouvt this summer while travelling around India. Elihu Yale shipped ice on those
fast clipper ships to Madras, and some generals of Revolutionary War fame, Burgoyne
and Cornwallis, recouped some lost prestige on the battlefields of India.

Our present relations seem to be a bit on the downside. America's courting of
India's enemy, Pakistan, ~nd the U.S. in naming India, along with Brazil and Japan,
as unfair trading partners has not endeared us to the people or the government of
India.

An interesting aside but related to relations with India. The Fulbrighters',

along with all other Americans in the New Delhi area, were invited to attend a July 4th
celebration at the U.S. embassy. I was disappninted, tremendously so, by the reception
we received. We had to pay for each and every frank, and every cola. It couldn't have
cost more than one to two thousand dollars. Our ambassador, Mr. Hubbard, a professor of
history I believe at USC who had previously contributed heavily to Mr. Reagan's past
campaigns, frankly could have absorbed the cost; it was mere beans to him. More iis-
turbing to me was the smugness, the air of disdain exhibited by many of the personnel
present to those not affiliated with the embassy. I wondered if this was the way the
British colonialists treated the Indians (their Wogs) during the Raj.

A) Have the students collect articles on India out of newspapers over a period of time.
Ask the students to judge if the writer of the news story is being objective. You
could give them one of the following articles and see if they couid tell the
author's frame of reference.

B) Sce if the students can find any other ties between the U.S. and India over the
years. I've included an article about U.S. soldiers in calcutta during W2, a
little known theater of operations for our GIs.



Sale of
F-16s to
Pak now
through

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 (ANI)

The Bush gdministration today suc-
cessfully scuttied a concerted move in
Congress to prohibit or slash down the
request for the sale of 60 F-16 fighter
jets to Pakistan. The approval for the $
1.5 billion purchase by Pakistan came
despite strong opposition from some
Congressmen that the US sale would
“mar” improving Indo-US and Indo-
Pak relations, escalate military ten-
sions in the subcontinent, besides im-
peding prospects for much-nceded
economic development in Pakistan.

A *'resolution of disapproval" in the
House of Representatives sponsored
by Congressman Ted Weiss, and sup-
ported by Democratic Party Congress-
man Stephen Solarz, aimed at limiting
the number of sophusticated warplanes
for Pakistan. Pakistan's supporters
and the Bush administration strongly
justified the sale in that it was a neces-
sary show of US “support’ (political
and riilitary) for the new “fragile’
democracy ip Pakistan. A senior State
Department official stated. “our rela-
tions with India and Pakistan are not a
zero-sum game.”

Testifying bafore a joint House, two
senior Bush administration officials
made a case for Pakistan's military
modernisation against India’s expan-
sion programmes, Defence Deputy
Assistant Secretary for the Near East
and South Asia, Arthur Hughes, dis-
missed Idnia’s security concerns saying
the sale will only “roughly maintain
current force ratios (of the Pakistan air
force) with the Indian Air Force."

Mr Hughes subs:antiated the Pakss-
tani viewpoint that the ratio was three
toone in India’s favour Pakistan's Ay
Force was in urgent need of US F-16S
to replace nearly 170 Chinese-built F.

6. technology of the 1950s being -

phased out by Islamabad. Mr Hughes
underiined.
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US confirms Pak
helping terrorists

WASHINGTON, Aug 3 (ANI)
The Bush Admunistration has con-
firmed Pakistan's role in abetting ter-
rorism in India. A senior State Depan-
ment official today admitted in testi-
mony before the US Congress that
Pakistan has been providing *assist-
ance” to Sikh terrorists engaged in
subversive activities in India, and the
process had not “‘ceased™’.

Today's remarks by the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for the
Near East and South Asia, Mrs Teresi-
ta Schaffer, came as the first “outside™
confirmation of the “exten<ive” role
Pakistan played in training and arming
extremists, even “‘heiping the tervor-
ists infiltrate” across the border into
India. Itis the first acknowledgment of
aa intermational awareness of Islama-
bad’s efforts to fuel terrorist activities
in India, particularly under the late
President Gen Zia-ul-Haq.

Testifying before the House Asia-
Pacific Foreign Affairs, Arms control
an! International Security Subcom-
muttees, Mrs Schaffer told Congress-
man Stephen Solarz that Washington
feels “the activity has significantly
diminished”. Solarz had questioned
Pakistan's role based on India's allega-
tions. Congressional sources said the
House subcommittee had scen
documented proof of **Pakistan’s acti-
vities"' in training and supplying arms
1o Sikh terrorists, the basis for Solarz’s
question.

" Informed sources told Asian News
International today that Washington
has come 10 know of “'the extent” of
the efforts through elements within the
Pakistan Government and military
under the Gen Zia to arm terrorsts,
especially from Punjab. Tacy pointed
out that, after discussions on the sub-
ject between the Prime Ministers of
Indin and Pakistan, there was a notice-
able drop in Pakistan's activities.
Schaffer testified today that Washing-
ton has made a note of steps taken by

Bhutto's Gevernmea: to curb these
activities, even bring about a sigmfi-
cant dimunition.

In a brief discussion after the testi-
mony today (which focussed on the
sale of 60 F-16s to Pakistan), Mrs
Schaffer told ANI that “it has been our
(1he Bush Administration’s)” im-
pression that Pakistan had been aiding
Sikh tersorists. However. the senior
official emphasised that the new
demovratic Government had taken
somc measures to control the activity,
Washington feels this has been made
feasible through a “'better understand-
ing" between India and Pakistan of
cach other's concerns.

Schaffer did indicate that the prob-
lem of terrorism. as relates to India
and Pakistan. was “also a communal
one™, and there have been allegations
from both sides. Schaffer also pointed
out that the situation in Punjab (Pakis-
tan) “is a very unsettied one”. It is a
region where, India claims. most ter-
rorists infiltrating into the country
have been trained.

- ——ym—
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Indo-U.S.relations in limbo

By GAUTAM ADHIKARI
The Times of India News Service

WASHINGTON, August 1: Lately.
India’s image in the US has suffered
a bit. Indo-US relations, which ap-
pearsd for a while 1o be improving
sieadily. can be described as being on
hoid for the time being.

A number of factors may be

-responsible for this. India’s problems
with Sn Lanka and Nepal are two.
The US trade representauve’s de-
cision 10 hst India, alongwith Japan
and Brazil. as an unfair tndinf na-
tion under the provisions of the
Super 30 law is another. India’s
successful testing of the Agni missile,
with its intermediate range delivery
capability, has created protlems
while reports about Indian- nade
chemicals being used by some West
Asian countries for making foison
gas have been presented in the ‘nedia
in a way that has generated farther
doubt about India’s intentiont even
though it is quite apparent that In-
dian manufacturers of such
chemicals had little idea of their
possible end-use.

In the circumstances, India’s pubhic
relation efforts here may have 1o be
intensified. At the moment, the US
administration, especially the siate
depariment, is still in a stage of
transition. Not all appointees of the
Bush sdministration have taken
complete charge and in many areas
of policymaking the situation is
somewhat in hmbo. Bui on Capitol
Hill. there is a lot of activity and 1t
is there that India recently managed
1o squeak past an outright Con-
gressional censure. It was a close call
indeed.

On June 29, the US House of
R:presentatives debaied the foreign
ad Bill. Rep. Wally Herger, a Re-
pubhican from California and a

* champion of causes of Californian
Sikhs, who form an important pant of
his constituency, introduced an
amendment asking Congress to re-
duce US economic assistance (o
India from $ 110 million 0 $ 85
milhion because of India's allegedly
poor record on human nights. The
amendment was defeated by 212
votes to 204, with 16 members abs-
taining.

An analysis of that voling suggests
that India would need to redouble 1ts
public relation efforts on the Hill. A¢
‘it 1s, & margin of just ¢ight votes
more in India's favour shows the
eriousness of the problem. In fact, 1t
was at the intervention of Rep. Step-
hen J. Solarz. Democrat from New
York and a fnend of India, that a
recorded voite was taken. On voice
vote, the amendment had actually
been passed !n a conversation with
this correspondent, the speaker of the
House, Mr Tom Foley. smid. “I was
myself surprised 10 se¢t how close 1t

Mr Herger’s amendment was osten-

sibly on the ground of human nghts
violations in Pubjab But he hinked 1t

10 accusations clearly designed to

sway Congressmen who might not
otherwise have been all that con-
cernedd about Punjab.

Said Mr Herger: “The Indian gov-
emment has not shown itself 1o be
friend of the U.S. For example, at the
United Nations, India voted against
the United States position 93 per
cent of the time in 1988. more than
either Cuba or the Soviet Union. At
the United Nations, India refused to
condemn the brutal Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, or the downing of the
Korean Airines flight 007, in which
a member of our own House of
representatives was killed.”

Mr Solarz had to intervene — and
this was the only voice heard in
support of India -—— 1o point out that
Pakistan's voting record at the U.N.
was not all that much better. “We are
giving $ 600 million a yesr to Paki-
stan. They vote against us 88 per cent
of the time. 1 do not hear any of my
friends from the other side of the isle
saying that, therefore, we should cut
out our ayd to Pakistan. which is onc
of the largest recipients of aid from
the U.S. And | agree with them, that
we should not cut aid to Pakistan. It
is an important country. But so is
India, which is the most populous
democracy in the world and it is
begpinning to work with us in a
number of important areas.”

Mr Solarz added: “There are
human rights abuses in Punjab”, he
said, “but 1 did not hear the author
of the amendment say 90 to 95 per
cent of them are due to Sikh ex-

tremist murdering not only Hindus,
but Sikha as well.”

Mr Herger threw in mentions of
Nepal, Sn Lanka India’s reported
nuclear weapons programme and the
fact that it was leasing a nuclear
submarine from the Soviet Union.
Mr Solarz was the sole defender of
Indis on these scores. All others, who
chose to speak on the am.adment,
supported Mr Herger's move.

Among Democrsts, 178 voted
against the amendment and 136 for.
The voting appears to have taken
place broadly along liberal-con-
servative lines, with the liberal op-
posing the amendment and support-
ing India. Even among Democrats,
most of those from the conservative
south lined up with the Republicans.
From the rest of the country, com-
prising 306 seats, only 23 Democrats
voied for the amendment and 144
against. Among non-southern Re-
publicans, the tally was 92 for the
smendment and 33 against. Of 24
black members of the House. 2!
voted, all for India and against the
amendment. So did the eight his-
panic members.

Interestingly, with the exception of
Rep. Newt Gingrich, &8 Repul lican.
all prominent leaders of the House
— including Mr Richard Gephard:
Mr Les Aspin. Mr Willam Grey, M
Alan Broomfield and Mr Robe:
Michel — voted against the amenc
ment. Of the members of the Hous
foreign affairs commutte. all the D¢
mocrats voted against.
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~ Clark may replace Hubbard

From Aziz Haniffa

WASHINGTON., July 23
The State Demmnem has rec-
ommended William Clark. Jr,
58. a career diplomat. to be the

" next ambassador to India but it

is uncertain if the White House

" will nominate him.

Administration sources said
several Republican stalwarts
who had contributed heavily to
party causes were also in the
running and *‘it is quite pMusi-
ble that the tgl'esidem may ap-
point one of them"™.

The ambassador's position to
New Delhi is expected to fall va-
cant in October when Congress
adjourns because current am-
bassador John Randolph Hub-
bard, whose appointment was a
recess appointment by former
President Ronald Reagan, has
not been confirmed by the
Senate.

Senate Foreign Relations
Committee chairman Claiborne

Pell, who was quite ed that
Reagan went over the comuit-
tee’s head and used a presiden-
tial rsrerogative to appoint Hub-
bard, has strongly indicated
that he has no intention of con-
firming Hubbard even if he is
renominated by Bush.

Although the State Depart-
ment is strongly pushing for
Clark, it has a tough task, be-
cause compared to previous ad-
ministrations, the Bush White
House has been naming as am-
bassadors more political ap-
pointees with hardly any for-
eign policy experience than
career foreign service officers.
Their only qualification has
been either their support for
Bush, for the party or their mas-
sive fund-raising efforts.

The proliferation of political
arpoimees has caused rum-
blings in Congress. so much so
that Senate Foreign Relations
Subcommittee chairman for
South Asia Senator Paul Sar-

banes said recently that many
of Bush's appointees have had
fewer qualifications than those
of other presidents.

“They have gotten to the
point here where the only rea-
son some of them are bein
Ricked is big political giving,”

esaid.adding, “'1am not a pur-
ist on this, but they have gone
too far.”

He said it was much worse
than during the Reagan admin-
istration. “'There's more of it.
it's more crass."

Although Clark has the neces-
sary credentials required of a
foreign service officer slated for
an important ambassadorial
posting. Indophiles here are
disappointed that alittle-known
official may end uB being the
next envoy to New Delh:, “par-
ticularly at such a critical phase
in Indo-US relations

State Departinent offic:als,
however, strongiy defended ca-
reer diplomats and pointed to

() o

- 79 -

the success of former Ambassa-
dors Harry Barnes and John
Gunther Dean as perfect exam-
ples of “superb professionals
who did an excellent job"'.

Although not specificalh
rooting for Clark, one official
said, *’I hope we get a truly pro-
fessional guy out there ™

Sources expressed frustra-
tion that career diplomats may
be shunted aside to give way for
political appointees.

One source compared it to the
days of former President Rich-
ard Nixon “when there was a
price list for embassies. You
wanted Ghana it was oni
$200.000, but if you wanted
Paris, * would cost one
millicn.”

"1 wonder how much India '

costs? You should think it would
be an expensive country.” the
source remarked.

By arra ngemen-l with
India Abroad AN ew's Servic-
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\ ({'Unacceptable Hypocrisy

The Indian embassy in Washington has racted with jus-
tifiable anger to criticisms emanating from the Bush admimi~-
tration about India’s expori of so-called poison gas. Unfortu-
nately. the state department’s official spokesman. Mr Boucher.
has not seen fit to reject this slur categorically. A West German
chemical company was contracted by Iran to supply thionyl
chloride which is used for pesticide production. It is also
component of mustard gas. After enquiries by the West Giet
man government. the company cancelled 1ts contract with indi-
an suppliers and both have seenfit to pass on the buck. as 1t
were. to India arguing that this country should have mor.
stringent laws concerning such items. the export of winch s
prohibited by West Germany. This issuc has been picked up in
Washington as part of its purported drive to make the world
free of chemical weapons.

For a number of reasons this challenge to Indian bona fides
is disturbing and unacceptable. This country’s record on the
issue of non-proliferation of chemical weapons and opposition®
10 such means of warfare is second to none. India’s positive and
constructive role in secking to perfect a system of worldwide
control in this matter has been commended repeatediy. even by
the West. There are a number of dual-use chemicals like thiony|
chloride whose purchase may ‘be motivated by consid - ations
unknown to the supplier. Butto single out Indian laxity is really
to try and bell the wrong cat. Take the accusation about Indian
supply of such poison gas for use in the Iran-lrag war. Both
politically and cconomically. western positions on this war
contrasted negatively with India’s principled stand of strict
neutrality and its efusal cither to encourage or turn a blind eve
to any efforts by Indian companies to make money out of the
lucrative weapons trade. The western record in this respect was
far worse. If dual-use chemicals constute a problem. and they
do. the issue must be tackled in a comprehensive and equitable
manner which does not single out a country like India. Indecd.
a minimum condition for movement in this diction would be
much greater information about the production. stockpiling
and use of such chemicals in the west and much less secrecy
about laboratory research with respect to militarily useful gases
and chemicals. This would be to put the boot on the foot where
it belongs.

- 80 - (.-
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THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

Seeing India without
old blinkers

It may be out of that public opinion in the
United States tends to take a distorted view of India’s policies,
domestic as well as foreign, but uite often the distortion is set
right. The latest instance of corrective process is the
rejection by the House of Representatives of the amendment to
the US Foreign Aid Bill aimed at censuring India under the
pretext of “violation of human rights in Punjab”. Republican
Party member Wally Herger had moved the amendment calling
for withholding US aid of $25 million earmarked for 1990. The
three conditions which he had laid down for releasing the aid
were that New Delhi should lift its economic blockade of Nepal,
allow Amnesty International access to Punjab and reduce the
buman rights abuses in the border State. Though the
amendment was defeated by 212 10 203 votes, the fact that 200
odd members voted in favour of it gives an ‘“ea of the extent of
the misunderstanding about India in thh US. Mr Herger
accused India on various counts and many others in the House
supported him. As usual it was left to Mr Stephen J. Solarz to
defend India. Apart from the ‘violation of bumen rights in
Punjab’ Mr Herger found fault with New Delhi for its role in Sri
Lanka, its stand on Afghanistan and for its *hostile’ attitude to
Nepal. In short, according to him, India is a “bully”

Obviously, the American critics of India neither know
what is ham ing in India nor study the nuances of the Indian
situation jab is certainly 8 major problem so far as India is
concerned and many unhappy developments have taken place
in the State. But the Government cannot be blamed for its drive
against terrorism. No country can afford to be soft to terrorists
and stern action against them cannot be interpreted as violation
ofhumannghts.g:nﬂady New Delhi's Sri Lanka policy or its
attitude towards Nepal is the reaction to certain developments
in these two countries. It was at the invitation of the Sri Lankan
Government that India had sent its troops to the island but
throughout the crisis New Delhi has been stressing the need to
preserve the territorial integrity and unity of the island
republic. In Nepal, problems arose mainly on account of the
short-sighted policies of the government there. New Delhi is on
no account bostile to the Himalayan kingdom. If India's
AfghanpolxydoesnougumthWashmgtosspempnom
that is no reason why New Delhi's intentions should be
suspected. metmubkisthatMJH r and other critics 1
refuse to comprehend the facts about which perhaps
explains their jaundiced view of this country’s policies.
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India not to bow to US: Dinesh

Express News Service
NEW DELHI. Aug 4

India will take up the issuc of
being named unfair trader by the
United States of America, under the
Super 301 provision of its Trade Act,
at the international fora. There was
no question of discussing this issue
with the USA. The statement was
made by the Union Commerce
Minister, Mr Dinesh Singh, while
replying 10 a calling attention notice
on the subject in Lok Sabha on
Friday. .

Ms Dinesh Singh said the US stand
was totally unrcasonable and
sbsured. “We have made it quite
clear that we shall not discuss the
sssuc with them™, be declarsd.

The minister $3id no country in the
world had supported the stand taken
by the USA and mentioned EEC,
Switzerland, Australia, Japan. Bra-
ail, Thailand, Mexico, Korea. Pakis-
tan. Turkey. Egypt. Canada and
Nordic countries, who had supponed
Indis.
“India has attempted to build a scif-
refiant economy which has given
god impetus 0 our development

¢ are pow a major industrial nation
aod the stand wtaken by the USA

should rot cause greaf concern™, Mr  Referring to increasing trade be-

Dincsh Singh said. .

He pointed out that USA., irself,
bad so barriers 10 its markets.

He said Indis had s liberal policy
of investment and welcomed foreign
investment in arcss which had been
dm&tl:.wd &S priofity sreas.

“What has surprised us is that in
recent years their trade with us has
doubled and vet they have described
us as a priorty country™
Japan and Brazil. the Minister told
the House. He said India had not
received any complaints from US
banks or investors of any discrimina-
ton. .

Mr Dinesh Singh observed that the
USA had chosen one area, insur-
ance. and expected Indis 1o give
more to US aitizens thao she gave 10
ber own citizens. .

He said India had already con-
sulted Japan and Brazil and they had
declared that they would not discuss
anvthing under Super 301. “*We shall

tween India and USA, e hoped that

G)od sense would prevail and the
SA would not initiate anything

under Super 301.
He sought 10 ispel  the
apprehensions of the members. and

said India’s trade was already well
diversified. She was not dependent
on one coun y or & group of coun-
trics, he said.

Earlier, making s statement before
the discussion, he said the US Govt
had not yet approached India for

tiations

Dinesh Singh said the US had
kisted certain aspects of India’s poli-
Cics on investment and insurance as
iority practices whose climination
1t must scek within a time-bound
period. The US was seeking 1o
assume jurisdiction 10 determine
whether certain aspects of India‘s
domestic economic policies were farr

or equitabie.

- step is unwamanted en-

participate in multi-national fora.™ ¢ cToachment on India’s sovereignts.
The Minister said USA was an We are under no international treaty

economic power but ““there is no
reason for us to bow down. They are
also a defence power but we have not
bowed down to them.".
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*obligations in these areas and we are

free to pursue policies in pursuance
of our development‘objectives” Mr
Dinesh Singh said.
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THOSE MONSOON SHOWERS

MAY COME YOUR WAY
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"Hey, congratulations. When are you going to India?"
"Oh, this July and August.”

"That's toobad."
"Why 2"

"That's the monsoon season. It's hot, humid with lots of rain."

With those condolences and others from my students and knowledgeable friends,
I was off to India apologizing for my trip being in July. You know, us teachers can
only travel in the north latitudes unless we want a double dose of winter. My other
lament was I couldn't look the federal gift horse in the mouth and say sorry it's the
rainy season; I'll go in the fall.

Much to my happy surprize and delight, we had rain only six days of my forty-two
days; and those had little impact in my studies, visits, or sightseeing. Shiva looked
after me, for it fell at night or when indoor activities were planned. By all accounts
my home on Long Island had the Indian monsoons - a small, wet payback to my gloom and
doar friends.

1 was walking Connaught Circle looking for cassettes of Indian music when I had
my first experience with a Delhi downpour. What had been a hazy, hot, overcast day
suddenly turned gray then brownish with the light breezes picking up markedly, beginning
to swirl. Papers and dust were being blown around in mini—cyclones. It was becoming
difficult to walk, to breathe, and to move. I ducked into a store just before the rains
came - a windswept downpour of same thirty minutes duration. Many of those people out-
side, stayed outside continuing on their journey as if impervious to the event.

The monsoon is so important to India; it's her lifeblood, for it nourishes the
soil and thus the soul of the Indian civilization. I've been accused of being a bit to
preoccupied with my own local weather, and that's probably true. But India, as a nation,
is preoccupied with this weather phenomenon. TV reports daily cover the rainfall nation-
wide, newspaper colums are devoted to the centimeters fallen to date. It's a mixed
blessing and has been since time immemorial. Tvo little rain produces a drought with
all its socio—econamic implications, too much rain produces floods with its share of
additional miseries.

The articles range fram the lovely editorials on the following page, to rainfall
maps, a poem, and tales of floods.

1) Have your students obtain a weather map of the United States, and see if they can
explain what is happening in various places. And, what would the impact be on the
people of that area.

2) Summer floods in India are like U.S. floods when the snow melts?? Floods - have the
students read the articles on the floods, and then do same role playing (a person
who has lost a family member, a hame, a boat, etc.).

3) Obtain a climate or rainfall map of India, and by location have the students
describe the impact on sameone who lives in Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Bihar, Tamil Nadu.

4) Insurance is a western phenamenon, may be even more American than European. So, we
have flood insurance. Read same of the articles contained "They Were Swept to Death

in Sleep,” "Long Trail of Destruction."
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THE weather pundits may quibble over the

terminology and waver sbout calling it a

coludburst, a pre-monsoon shower or 8 low

disturbances. But for a plain and simple

Indian like me, rain is just rrm-oftcn 8

wekcome relief, always a symphony o. sounds,

smells and sensations, to be felt and savoured.
A thunder-shower is a well-orchestrated

of nature's music, the movements clear well

nn‘ progremng step by rhythmic

to a climax and

oﬁwaaknoefnﬂo deep contentment.

thé darkening of a concert hall before the

begins, the first sign is the darkening

of y and the hushed silence, broken only by

bmd ml.ls—lhc )oyfuJ call of the peacock full of

g o1 the nervous twitter

of 1?;aum tmds z:nb 10 get their feathers wet.

notgs of the breezy overture tug at

mskms ruffle hair and toss up dry

leaves It is a teasing, pleasurable breeze, its

passion reined in, held in check 1o beguile the

§ uowary. 'Dcn in a sudden swift surge of power,

A T——— -

Rain song

By Malati Jaikumar

the flirtation gives way to passion and as the
like a banshec bends the .
mdmndm,kﬂkasdown '

éi

of nature. The brilliance of
"sﬂg through the skies followed a
spm later tg‘thc clep of thunder emphati-

asing moaning of the
wmd Justaswddcnl Anthcmndwdmr)
stops, giving way to a shattering silence. Only the
untutored would dare 10 mistake this pause for

the end and break the golden silence, a silence full
of promise.

The symphony moves on again, softly slowly as
the first rain drops splafier down-large and far
spart. The staccato music stowly gathers pace, the
drops growing smaller, faslcr closer together,
pelting down, rising-to a8 crescendo and merging

-

into ooe single song-the rain Raip. pounng
down in sheets, in torrents, dasfung agamst the
walls, trickling noisily down window panes. drp-
pm,gomledges swishing down drains, collecting
into  puddles, ng down rain pipes. anc
camolwpsmaﬂupaod) of wunes,
each different {ﬂ all blending harmoniously.
That is when to rush out, 10 dance in the
rain, get mkmg wet, exhilarated by the cool
shower after fong weeks of hot snd humid
waiting. Yet all too soon the music grinds to 8
balkt.
The quiet afier the rain storm is a peaccful
quiet, with the hean and spinit fresh - washed and
stemn as the rein-washed roads and leaves
mn peeps out fentatively and then
to shine forth persuading the
sbeltenng birds to strut out and ruffle their damp
feathers. And as the colour stains the sky in a
mbmamm bt.ag{yau arc it feels good 1o be ahved
of damp carth an
rain-drenched grass l%: concert is over but the
melody baums the Deart.

Monsoon musings

. NITI PAUL MEHTA ,
HE clouds were not black, faith in them. nor for grain.” There is one cammon sight in
thick or menacing. They An inseresting English proverb bs contain great wisdom. Punjad. When the first rain of the

did not threaien rain. In fact 1he sky
looked grey like drinzle. But
suddenly, the rain came cascading

down and unsuspecting people ran
Aelier-sheBer to seek shelier.

You can never say for ceriain
abost the first monsoon rain. lt can  saws
be a downpour or a mere passing
shower, ¢ steady soaking drizzle or
just a few scaltered raindrops
which, instead of cooling, make the
earth even more thirsty, adding
Aumidiry to 1he heat.

But whaiever its iniensity, the
acend rising from the rain-hit earth
brings the pleasant message of the
comung reins.

Almost rvery language has a
‘rkhrdn«impirdﬁmmm
coptures the various moods of rain
and their gffect on the peoplie.
ae glso some vary imeresting
proverbs which have suwrvived
ceniwries becanse of the

is: “Rain before seven, fine befoe
eleven.” Who wouldn’t welcume
such a rain-spell - neither o kisg
nor loo short! The Speciate- of
March 20, 1909 hailed i1 as “one of

thmrwtkyddlmry

In owr own , especially in
the North, i1 is widely believed that
¥ i siarts raining on a Thursday
SJull sevan days.

There's another belief which is
as widely prevalenst. When after
daylong rain it clears up and the sun
comas up sowards the close of the
day, be sure if's going 10 be ¢
again the nexs day.

Rdn.whmﬁisdndy,ium
bt if & foils to arvive on time, it can
misery. An English sasying

points to this: *lf in February there

2 lsno rain, “U’s neither good for Aay

They come handy in emphasising or
proving o poini. When they do
neither they moake conversation
Svely. Even when thoy do mothing
else, they make things clear. They
are abways enjoyable Take thisvery
common saying” "It never rains but
it powrs.” Trollop used & in a
diglogue in Barchesier Towers like
this: “A wife with g large fortune
100. hmrmwhm does
i Mr Thorne.” It is mostly used,
fhough “sometirmes archaically, to
introduce an  inevitable
ACCOMPInYing Circumsiancs.”

There is sometimes unseasonal
rain when some good person dies.
The beliefisthat Indra, the rain god,
wesps on the death of a moble
person. The English Aawe a

’?W with a similar meaning:
kmndmlhtdad:hwlhmu

season falls, children rush owt into
the sireets. They splash water and
sing: “Send rain, O Lord! Sendrain,
send still more rain; le1 it be a
Ww[awwmmw

song is also sung in
UP. 11 says. 'Bar.wkandlmrm:e
budhiya margai fakese.” (O Lord,
send Aeavy rain. End this drowy M.
An old woman has alrsady diea of
Sarvation.)

The Bible says: “He maketh His
sun risg on the evil and on the 3ood,
and sendeth rain on the just and the
snust.” Bui Lord Bowen, a 19th
ceniury English poet quips:

TAe rain it raineth on the just
* And also on the unjust fella:

But chigfly on 1Ae just, becaxse

The wnjust steals the just's
umbreila.

oy
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rs!” to the short spell of showers that brought fleeting relief to the Capital on ;y
says the imitation Air-India maharaja. Or so it seems. — The Statesman.
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Vﬁ!espread Ay
rain in A.P. N

From Owr Staff Reporter
HYDERABAD. July 21
The South West Monsoon was  vigorous
over coastal Andhre Pradesh and Telengana

C’Wuwliﬂmanagaan dist) 13 ¢cm anc
Hanamkonda(Warange! disv) 12 cm durning the 24
hours ended Friday mormng

According to the Acting Director of the Hy-
dersbad Meteoroicgcal  Centre. Mr N
Pandarinath, the wide-spread ranfall m the State
has been caused by a well-marked low pressare
thmwBaydBengaLbocamdoﬂthe
Andhra Pradesh coast

A weather bulletn ssued by the Meteorolog-
cal Centre the other Ctwef amounts of rain-
fell n the 8s follows Eturunagaram nine
cm, Nandgama, Guntwr. Dummagudem and
Medsk, eght cm each. Nuzamsagar and
Udayagir seven cm each, Hyderabad Awport
Kaleswaram, Sangaredds, Perur and Tenal s x
cm each, Sattenapall, Karmangar. Hakimpet
Suryapet and Numa! five cm each

The forecast vald til Sunday mrning says
thet moderate to rather heavy ran will occur ot
me 1y places over coastal Andtva Pradesh a1'd
Telengana Light to moderate ra:n wil' occur at
meny over Rayalaseema Very heavy ra”
5! at one or two places in the Telengara

amed.

VISAKHAPATNAM: According to a spokes:
man of the Cychone Warming Centre. Visakto
petnam the low pressure ares lymg over the
west central Bay of Bengal s likely to intens ‘y
further end move in north-westerly drection

MADRAS: According o the weather office n
Madras there will be scattered rantali over nortt.
Tamil Nadu and solated rainfall m south Tamil
Nadu during the next 24 hours

BANGALORE: Ramfal occurred at almost 2
over coastal Kamnataka and south interior

and at many places over north inter o
Karngtaka Heavy raw’all amounts (m cm)
Madiker: 9. 8. Agumbe 7 The othe’
amounts of Il were Belthangady. Puttur
Karkaa 6 eect. Madapura 5. Udup 4
. Karwar, Balehonnur 3 each. Shirar.

AP, Bangalore. Arakalgudu. Ma.ur
Srinvasapura, Channagin, Hosanaga'. Sorab
t::é‘stagere. Chikmagsahsr, Lakkavali. Yelandur

Forocast and farmers wsather bulietin Mode-
ate to rather heavy ran/thundershowers will 0C
cur at almost all places over coasta' Karnataka



PROGRESS OF MONSOON
RAINFALL JUNE 1 TO JULY 12
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B WATER

Without water we stutter.
Without water how we mutter.
Without water we flutter,
Without water we chatter.

Without water we shiver,

Without water we search for a nver
Without water we feel heawvier,
Without water we feel dner.

Without water we dig.

For a well so big.

Without water we search

Having water we stand in the lurch'

EXCESS (+20% or more)

 NORMAL (+18% To -19%)
 DEFICIENT (-20% To -50%)
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Rain, floods unrelenting

Sondtpur snd Jorhat districts. forcng people 1o
toke refuge on embenkments and N relief

camps.
Ral finks cut offt. Rei links between Lower

%
]
i
3
i
:
‘a;

nncstommMahemshh'enmmdmeﬂs andUmAssammdeamk Valley were
desths were reported from Jammu cut off due to heavy landslips neer Panikhait: sta-
and Kashmir — two persons were kifled in 8 tion on the Guwshsti-Lumding mam metre

section of the Northeast Frontier Railwa)
ongeneers are working round-the-clock

to restore the kne
Padd cmpsmovef16.w0hecmreshave
been 8. perged in Gohpur area of the district

al island have the

Jammu region as the Cheneb 8 flowing five The fiood waters ifed several villages includ-’

mmmw% :?MMW.K ori Basti and Garu Dhuba.
The Srinagar~Jammu the Srinagar-Leh na- ecthgmﬂmis.OOOpeople

:m:hwmmmmmm hwmmmmm Manipur

traffic since yesterdsy fol landslips tng- h\prbalnvef.mmgmmnglyformepast

the
hwdayahssbreedtedttsembamtmhve
m:ﬂwwwdmyemprbndgeonm
H No 39 st Kanglatomb: about
20-km from I
- Oficis! sources said the Imphal. the il and
1 resort was washed away in flash floods the Thaube!. fed by torrential ramn. were flowing
mhmmmmmkw m,ﬂveVayudootﬂbghtsonDeh-Stmiamd much above ther danger level inundating vast
ledandthreampxedmlandslvaMShm&hmthe Shimie-Kullu did not operate areas in the caprtal town of imphal and its ad;or

snce 1965 have more than
All the rivers and therr tributasies are in spate  the third day today Ofhcial reports from 50,000 houses. affecing several lakhs of people
due to moessant rains .n the caichment areas. Guwshat the rain-fed Brahmaputra and its The famous women's market in imphal town is

wettest place m the State with a ranfall of 150 mark at different points in Sibsagar. Lakhimpur. Tale of woe in Maharashtra. Pags 9
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Rain likely
in few days

Express News Service

NEW DELHI. Julyv 6

The stalled monsoon in North In-
dia. particularly Delhi. is dampening
the otherwise excellent record “of
the best rainfall in nine years™ for the
rest of the country. Despite his Su-
. percomputer the weatherman has no
reasons to explain.

The best that the Meicoralogical
Dcfanmcm can do s 10 explain tnut
a "l in the monsoon has affected
this area. Thev do not know when it
will lift and for which regions
However they have statistics 10 prove
that Delhi has received just 25 per
cent of the rainfall normal for this
ume of the year - onlhy 22.6 mm
instead of 80 mm expected.

The Met Department. is optimistic
that the rain will come bere in the
next few davs.

“Yes the temperatures are sers
high in Delh: for this time of the year
and the rainfall should have been
heavier but that is all we can say.
And the reason is that neither the low
temperatures for the westerly winds
persist Jong enough for i1 to ramn.”
sayvs Mr $. Mandal. director.
Mcteorologica! Department.

But even though he cannot explain
the cause for the delay in monsoor. in
the North. he says that in Eastern
and Southern India. particularly. the
monsoon has been the “best since
1980".

Rajasthan 100 has received a8 good
rainfall compared (o the last few
years. In Madhva Pradesh. Orissa
and West Bengal. it is torrential
However it has bypassed Delhs where
first few showers were on schedule
but ever since the Capital is in a state
of “hii”,

- g5 -

20 feared
drowned

HYDERABAD. July 16 (PTI): At
least 20 persons. mostly women and
children. were "presumed dead” as a
bus. stranded on the causeway of a
hill stream in Naslgonda district, was
washed away today in a flash flood.
according to reports reaching police
headquarters here.

The reponts said the driver und
conductor of the bus and two passen-
m had been rescued while oanly one

v had been recovered so far.

mamrp—

Slum-dwellers
evacuated as

Yamuna rises

By A Stafl Reporter
NEW DELHI, August 1: Slum
dwellers along the Yamuna Bank
were cvacusted by the adminisira-
B ST e i e
Ri at 18 t
folrgwimn wdg:n risc in the niver.
Huts along the shore were
flooded, something routine at this
time each year. The sudden risc was
due 10 heavy rain a1 some places,
leading 10 a lot of extra water flow
works upstresm of Delhi.
wam

After nising beyond the -
ing level of 204 m at the Old Railway
idge (the warning is for the huts,

b
[
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LUCKNOW, Jdy 29 (PTI)-
Intermittent reins In the
eastern Utter Pradesh
du the Jast 26 hours have
led river Rapti to crossthe
?W' mark by 0.2 meters at

Birdghet In Gorekhpur,
whereas tiver Gheghars has
sho'vn decline since yestorday
ot Elgin Bridge.

- According to the Central
Water Commission, Hardwar
received 8 maximum rainfall
of 182 nwn, f{followsd by
Chazipur, Bareilly, Jaunps,
and Rigsull between to
and 100 mm.

All the other rivers gre
flowing within the fe
limits,

Me anwhile, the Uttas Pradesh
Government is engeged
Jn formulsting a plan to
tske Ilong-term messures
.to check the floods in
Goukhnur, Conds &
Sichert Nagar dstricts in the
sists.

The stete would seei
financial aid from the Contre,
the (Minister of Stete, Ms

tq.mwu Pal, told newsmen
re todsy.

Rapti crosses
danger mark

Ms Pal, who sccompanied
the Union finar ce Minister Mr
S V Chaven, on 8 tour
of the flood-affected districts
in eastern P yasterda‘lmld
newmen that ¢the orld
Bank also likely to be appore-
ched for assistance for
the flood-control works.

Mt Chavan had ssid thst 8
contral team would 00N
vit.c the tlood-affected
aress to sssem the los, Mr

Pl sald.
“ Mz Chavan also faveursthe

.construction of dsms

st Bastl and other places
to control the fioods, Mr Psl
added.
The Stete irrigation Minister,
M: Lok Patl Tripsthi, who
olso toured the area, said
that e plan on flood control
would be formuleted soon
AR, Mdy 29 (PTI)-
Two persons sustained
injuries wher a8 bomb,
believed to onave been
mmtod by secassionists
their to blow up
the Punjsd Nations! Bank
brsrch, exploded bere’
iate last night.

A

- 96 -
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Rrahmapatra
rising

GUWAHATL, "y 29 (PTD)-
The Brshmaputrs and
its tributaries were rsing
menacingly distupting
rail snd roed communication
in seveal parts of the state
for the second day today,
sccording to latest officisl
reports reaching here.

The Brahmsputra was
flowing sbove danger
level ?n Dibrugarh and
Neamatighat in _upper
Assam, while in the Nowes
Assem disicicts, the flevel

of t river was almnrs
t the danger mark.
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THE HINDU, Monday, Judy 31, 1989. 9

swept to death

to a safe place with his colour TV but in
ssconds his house was enguifed.

washed away. However he heidonto s
tree snd was ssved slong with his

grandson. — UNi

were entangled in uprooted bushes and tree
branches.

Volunteers from various agenciss including the
Tsta Institute of Social Sciences are helping res:-
dents to ctear the debris, repair damaged houses
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in sleep

and distribute provisions and medicines to the
igmmmmmm,n

1862

The local MLC. Mr. Vigy Sawant who s
camping at the relief camp set up by the Govern
ment said that even two days after the tragedy.
neither the District Collector nor the Superin-
tendent of Police visted the village under the
preﬁex\oﬁ that the communicatron system had been
st off.

“We were left and dry for the first two
days by authorities, he sad and demanded an
inquiry on from where the destructive water
which created havoc in the village had come

the tragedy o : Relentless ef-
on to excavate wes bured under
je village in Pune dstrict where a

last Monday.
. situated at the foot of 8 hill. had
- The hill caved m due 10 the tor-
ins around 3am_ on the fateful day
bewng about 4 km away
hghway, could not be
three-foot wide pathway
ino le»deepsmku':glandduetome
heavy downpour and made it ditticult for any ex-
cavator gTomefLwnwd\mtoreachmeplace for

Krishna water

surrounds villages

from Our Correspondent

BIJAPUR, July 30
The flood waters of the Knshna today encircl-
od three more villeges Aski, Kadko! and Kan-
kanawadi in Jamkhandi taluk of Biapur dstrict.
Kamataka, sccording to reports recerved here
Water was flowing just one foot below the
W;umwum.wkmhm

Yesterday, the State-owned KSRTC buses did
not ply in the night because of the flood
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Fishermens’ tale of woe

. Express News Service

" RAIGAD, July 31

“We couldn’ see the boat nearest

- to ours because it was 5o dark. The
heavy rains and high winds churned
the sea and we didn't even have time

nature at its angriest, speak of the
bravery of their .
friends they fost and the s ~awy

cluiched 10 safety.

g wi
others on "Han Om Sai’ on July 21,

The seas were calm with no hint of

. the impeding storm ~We had
~towards Retnagiri for fishing mgolg:
“ storm hit us on Saturday irself. (The
*cyclone reached the Rai 1 &m
‘Sunday night). We
1o Bombay but the huge waves cap-
sized our boal and six of us were
thrown inte the sea.” he said hal

y. .
.. Two others were trapped in the
_cabin and could not come out. They
sank with the boat. Ganesh said that
.a small wooden box that was floating
on the waves was grabbed at by all six
who were tossed along towards Al

they -

1o get back

bag. Near Sakar village along the”

coast. three fishermen got separated
from the rest.

= 1 Yost confidence when this hap-
pened and through that th, was the
end but somehow. | was determined
to get to Alibag. I was familiar with
the area as ] had done a fisherman’s

i

training course there. So | pointed
out she direction of the Alibag Fort
and we swam towards i1.”

It ook hours before Ganesh

incl the temple . had gone
to . About m‘mm 12~
17 ]5 fisherman. Vasant

. another )
Motirsm Mhstre of Jite village. man-
to reach the fort. The two slept
the temple. ,
. Ganesh then Yaced "o different
ordeal on land #s be tried 10 secure

some ing water. medical aid and
ﬂmlf a0d his injured

ijayaki”

-Sitaram end the seven others on his,
boat were jucky i) that fisherfok
from the bost scarest to theins. the

For Japannath Khandu Bhagst.
barcly 24 vears old. an attemp! to
rescue 8 boat belopging to a relative.
of s boat's owner. proved “dis-’
atrous.” We were nine persons on
board “Mangalmurthi ~ and “found
the other boat near Murud coast. We

-began 1owing 1t back when the storm

: m.a:ch‘imCoopcm

‘Ra

five.

01 us, 50 we broke the rope attached
tp the boat.” he said.

Jagannath could burely speak as he
reficved his experience with the black
seas. They 10 reach sasson
docks and found a wachmap of the

. defence estabinhment who directed

then: 10 the nearby bus stop.
The fishermen. now getting over

‘the shock of theis experience and

their narrow . have many stor-
tes 10 teil. But what they are all
extremely upset sbowt is the failure
of the weather bureau to put up any
kind of waming. They are also up in
srms about the lack of any coopera-
ton from the Coast Guard.
Says Tukarum Ramachandra Na-
. chair person of the Karania
tive Society. “We
Bawe lost about 53 boats out of 10tal
62. The sigrm was ing from
in v Raigad by Samrday it-
self. We didn't see a s warming
ignal 1l Wednesday July 26.” Out
the 350 boats fromn Karanja.- 350
feft from Sagson Docks and rest
left from Karanja. At east 214 have

~ &cd cnly from the Karanja boats. be

maintains.
_ According to Ms Naqva..on secing

. Iy de-
layed extending help and agreed 10
send boats only on Thursd.as:. after
they complained 10 Chief Minister
- Earlier. they had mes Fisheries
Minister . Hatankar. who was also
unsble to provide boats. ““If only they
had listened 10 us. we could have
saved shore peopie. Now. all we can
go is sit here and mourn our faie.”
said gnother member of the coopera-

L1g
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Rescue work in full swing

From page 1

not yet been.able to locate the
fishermen missing at ses.

Bombay-Puoe link cut off: Road
and rail traffic between Pune and
Bombay remained cut off for the
second day due to landstides, and
derailment near Vadgson yester-

dsy following torrential rains in
the region.
A from Bombay quoted

the Chief Minister Sharad Pawar
& saying that more than 200
people had been killed during the
past 36 hours after the cyclone.

However, with of the
recovery of over 150 bodies which
were washed away in flood waters
in Bindusaradam of Beed district
slone, the unofficial tol! was put
at more than 300.

Alrdropped: A Hyderabad re-
port said IAF and Naval heli
fers today airdropped food m
ets over the marooned villages in
Nizamabad district and Eluru
town in West Godavari district,
even as the Godavari was rising at
many places in Andhra Pradesh.

A report from Munnar in Kera-
la said torrential rain and floods
duning the last five days had
wrought extensive damage in the
high ranges in State. all
the approach roads to Munnar
with one lakh inhabitants were
blocked by landslides and
breaches.

Strong gales accompanying the
rains blew off the roo;:a of several
bouses and uprooted trees. Many
bouses and residentisl colonies
remained pastly or fully sub-
merped.

A two km-long stretch on the
Kerala side of the northern outlet
road linking Munnar with Udu-
malpet (TN) bas been washed
away. Officials estimate that jt
may take several weeks 10 repair
the breach.

‘“Reassess the damage’: The
Kamataks Covermor, Mr. P.
Venkatasubbaiah, today made an
aerial survey of five rain-affected
taluks of Bidar district.

Later. he rold newsmen that the

damage to the crops was more
than the assessment of Rs. five

crore made by the district admi-
aistration. He asked the author-
itics concemmed to reassess the

All the major rivers in Kamata-
ka continued to be in spate, with
their water level still rising today,
and many houses had collapsed
since yesterday following heavy
rains in several parts of the state.

More than seven hundred peo-

\j\nere shifted to safer places ir
anjangud town in Mysore dis-
trict, as the overflowing Kabini
river inundated several areas
there. A

Tomential rains, sccompanied
by‘fusty winds, uprooted electric
and telephone poles and trecs,
bezides damaging a number of
houses in Chikmagalur district.
Landslides were reported in south
Kanara

Trains to Bombay

cancelled, diverted
Express News Service

Madras, July 28: Railways have
cancelled operation of six trains
between Bombay and centres in
the South and diverte. three
others till July 31 due 10 dbreaches
in the Pune-Kalyan sections of
Ceotral Railway.

The trains cancelled are: No
%10 Bombay-Madras Mail and
Madras-Bombay Mail, 963/964
Madras-Bombay Chennai and
Bombay-Madras Chennai Fx-

. 957958 Mangalore/Cochin-

and Dadar-Mangslore/

Cochin Express, 935/936 Manga-

lore/Cochin-Bombay  Netravati

and Bombay-Mangalore/Cochin

Netravati Express, 903804 Tri-

vandrum-Rajkot and Rajkot-Tri-

vandrum  Express, 937938

Cochin-Ahmedabad and Ahme-
dabad Cochin .

In addition to ths, train Nos 3/4
Madras- Howrah-Madras Mail
arriving st and departing from
Madras Central on July 286 have
been cancelled.

The trains diverted are: Nos
3112 Madras-Dadar and Dadar-

adras Express, 81/82 Kanyaku-
marni-Bombay V T and Bombay V
T-Kanyakumarn Express, 129/130
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Bangalore-Bombay and Bombay-
Bangalore Udyan Express These
trains are diverted via Dhond.
Manmad. Ighatpuri and Kalyan.
In wddition to these, conse-
quent on the cancellation of Train
No 81 Bombay-Kanyakumari Ex-
press leaving Bombay on July 24,
the return train No 82 leaving
Kanyakumari on July 27 has deen
cancelled.
According to Southern Rail-
way, full refund will be made to
gers not undertaking their
joumeys. The authorities have
also nominated duty officers and
opened an assistance booth to
assist public round the clock at
Madras Central. Further informa-
tion regarding the services at
Madras Central can be had with
the telephone Nos 563218,
567575, 567585.

Heavy rain in

*
Coimbatore |

Coimbatore, July 25: Valparai
here received 86 mm rain for the
fourth day in succession. Due to
landslips and falling of trees. the
Valparai-Pollachi road is still cut
off for vehicular traffic. Due to
beavy rain, schools have been
closed till Thursday.

Water supply to Coimbatore
city was disrupted on Monday due
to landslips and biockade of inlet
pipes, following heavy rain in the
catchment areas. Corporation au-
thortities are working round-the-
clock to remove the blocks

Thanks to recent rains, all the
rivers and tanks in and around
Coimtatore have teceived co-

ious inflow. For the first time in
gvc years, Noyyal stream which
has 21 small dams on its course
has surplus water. “This is the
best year for dry land farmen'”
said Mr V.N. Ramaswami. Super-
intending Engineer, PWD.

Heavy inflow: Following heavy
inflow into the Amaravathi river.
Karur town, which experienced
acute water scarcity tifl a few dayvs
back, will get abundant dninking
water.

People residing in low lying
arcas near Amaravathi have been
shifted to places of saferv




Maharashtra death
toll crosses 500
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In the industrial metropolis of
Bombay, ion came 1o 8
total halt yesterday as workers
failed to report for duty. Even as
the city was limping back to no:-
mal today, 8 weather bureau alert

a panic.

According to a Bombay report,
paval and air force helicopters
air-dropped essentia! items o0
thousands of marooned villagers,
while the army was working with
bulldozers to extricate about 30

mk buried by landslides at
' via.

The storm which is
feared to have claimed more than
100 lives yesterday was caused by
a depression in the Bay of Bengal.
The jon, which lay over
Nandv in Maharashtra’s
Dhule 2.strict last night, was sow

centred S0 Am from Ahmedabad.

Naval helicopters camed out
several sorties over Mahad Mad-
khed and Nagothane areas in the
coastal Konkan belt and pressed
into service dingys to rescuc
marooned villagers, who had
braved the fury of the deluge for
the past 36 hours.

The Indian Air Force began
relicf orerations in Marathwada,
especially Nanded and Beed dis-
tricts from its base at Hyderabad.

Air Force helicopters alsiy took
off from the Oil and Nati.ral Gas
Commission’s helipad i, Bombay
to airdrop 4,000 loaves of bread 10

villagers encircled by flood waters
atne Panvel in Thane district.
The t Guard, which swung

into action yesterday to locate a

fleet of 300 fishing boats missing

in the choppy Arabian Sca, has
Tarn to page 11
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NOT A CANAL: The tracks st Bombay's Sion rallway station submerged during Monday’s beavy rains.
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11 killed

as rains

lash north India

NEW DELH], July 30
NCESSANT rains continued 10
Immlytt pormal life claiming 11
ﬁminmhlndiaemsmedeaph
toll in the cyclonic strom 1D
Maharashira mounted to 676 today,

PTL.

Eggm persons were killed and many
inyured ,:3 doodbtmt.’bome czl—d
s s ightning in Jammp &
Kﬁmir ‘m‘ﬂ past 24 bon?

A report from Shimla said three
persons were buried alive and three
injured in house collapses in the
state.

Almost all the rivers and rivulets in
Punjad. Haryana, Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir were in
high spate following widespread
rains.

Normal life and vehicular traffic
were badly disrupted in almost all
pans of the region. .
in Himachal

stretch st i-Leh
Delhi-Shimta and Delhi-Kulu
fiights of the Vayndoot remained

The 300-km Srinagar-Jammé #-
tional highway was-closed to traflic
followi hogthdts

between 100 mm and 223 mm in
many parts of Himachal Pradesh
Punjab, Haryans and the Union ter-
ritory of Chaodigarh at 8.30 am.

today. L.
The oversll flood situauop In
Assam remained critical for the third

consecutive day with mail and rosd

- Texpur

1

Fresh asress of human habimtions
snd crop land have been enguifed by
the flood waters, forcing people 10
move 10 embankments and higher
reaches with their belongings.

The district suthorities have been

ing round-theclock vigil on
roads, embankments and other vul
nerable areas against possible

* breaches. )
,ﬁvepenomlwthurhvessm

several bouses weve damaged in

Report from Kohima said the army
was called out in ipur today o0
gssist the civil adminstration for
flood relief in Imphal sfier most
rivers were in spate inundating low-
Iimmfoﬂowin;hnvynimfor

lasi six days.

The toll in last weck's storm in
Maharashirs could resch a thousand
as so far 676 bodies have been re-
covered, official sources said.

The weather office recorded rainfall -

village doomed in deluge

‘JAMBULPADA (Maharashtra),
July 31. — In the giant shadow of

has suddenly tumed into s living

L qr—

the Sudhagad foct looming over
the countryside from the Sahy-
sdari mountain range. this hamlet
in Raigad district dating back to
the Peshwa period in Maharashtra,

“Mohenjodaro” or “the mound of
the dead” after Monday's deluge,

Like the remnants of the famed
Mohenjodaro, the extinct Indus
Valley civilization site now located
in Pakistan after Partition, the
ruins of this revaged village in the
worst-hit district of the State com.
mand ihe attention of the relief

The official body count was 66,
says the Deputy Collector, Mr
Avinash Subedar, but reliable es-
timates by residents put the figure
of those dead at at least 130, with
many more missing. Entire
families have wvanished, washed
away m‘th"their houses and the:

only memorials to them were
mounds of mass graves packed
with bloated bodies bruised bey-
ond recognition along the rocky
course of the Amba river.

“It was around 3 am. when the
waters overwhelmed the village

-and many people were swept away

in their sleep.” recalled Dr 8. S.

:Kulkami, an ayurvedic doctor

practising at the village for the past
25 years.

Dr Kulzarni said he and his fami-
ly had survived only because they
were sleeping in the upper storey
of their house which was on rela-
tively higher ground. Single-storey
houses to the east of the village

were just washed away by the wa-.

ter which swept everything in its

.path.

According to relief commitiee
members, 30 inches of rainfall
within a span of five hours as
against an average rainfall of eight
inches at the village and "‘sus-
pected” release of water frum the

- 103 -

114

Valvan dam and the barrage at the
naval installation, INS Shivan.
near Lonavala led to the unpre’
cedented flooding.

Meanwhile, inquiries about the
stacks of wood piles near the nver
banks revealed that deforestation
has been going on in the jungles to
the south of the village since the,
past eight years.

This would account for what
some survivors described as “mas-
sive flows of water from the south
towards the river which haa over-
flowed bdnks.” This indicated that
the village was caught in the cross
currenis of river waters and the
flows from the forest area.

1t has come as no surprise 1o re-
bef workers that mud houses were
completely washed away in the
storm. However, the fact that even
several concrete houses suffered
the same fate or were severel)
damaged has indicated that theys
foundations were not sufficiently
strong.
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Level of
Yamuna
rising

Express News Service

NEW DELHI. Aug |
The level of the Yamuna Mbas Hisen
o | shghth past the “warning” mark.
thank< to the release of 9600 cucecs
of water frofm Tajewala on Monday,
The level at the Old Railway
Bridge was XK. 37 metres. while the
wirming” mark s XM meters.
Heavy rainfall in the upper catch-
ment arcas had resulicd in the water
heing released. officials said. i ¥ 2 - » c op * ! N .
According to the MCD city zone | = S5SNI ‘ . B ) : o
committee chsirman. Mr Ramesh |- P ; 3 P [l T
{ Datta. several hundrea jhuggs at
I Yamuna bridge have been inundated
"on Monday night because of the
l rising water level. .

- ¥O1 -

{ He urged the Li-Governor. Mr
-Romesh Bhandars, 10 proside rebsef
{10 the affectd people

———

. ) ~. ‘ N X N S -
raian e - < 4 . —— .
! Jhuggi dwellers taking out their domestic effects afler their hutments submerged in Nood waters nesr id Railway Bridge Express photo
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‘Poor inflow into reservoirs

From Owr Specis! Correspondent The sowing operstions in many areas which sations like the Lions Club, Rotary Club and

BANGALORE. Ay 21 could not be done earlier are expected 1o be ﬁwﬁu“bmmwmwwtmmm

While there “as been widespread rain i Kar-  COMpleted in the next one week The reports i the development and maintenance of these

b : nQ the anxsety f by 8 saxd that in some perts the fermers could not parks besides creating recreational facilites for
dry spell ,e,lmal mgm 0 the continue with agnicultural cooperations in the last  children

i r‘ainmythe SOWING  por or five because of rain. With a view %o preventing silting of the beds

o e rather poor : nw'ln"! 80 g fore onetmksmBangalomcnyh A and the

s hydel projects s causing Development £ xitymdecidedwm &mmemllwhwatewnh

Toursm Departments to take up

888
F

u%mkbmmas' as 75,000 to

80 am.mwdmh&wm&y east of NGEF Homuﬁmd-ﬁeﬂar{
was 177225 feet. sbout 1.25 feet less than last Fload layout I stage 1 layout | and |
yoer's (maximum level 1,189 feet) The level of SiP9€S. layous, -Sarjapur Road lay
the Supa reservoir was 1,709 15 feet, the max;- Ut Chandra layout. etc.. covering sbout 55 km
mum being 1.853 67 feet of roeds during the cumrent year.

The Electricity Board sourc s said that the av-  Ata meeting presided over by the BDA Char-
ersge generation of power =, he State was Men Mr. N. P. singh, it was decided to take up
around 24 million units dai end this is being roadside PrOgramme in areas within
supplementsd by sbout 7 miflion units from other  the limits of the Bangalore City Corporation i
mmw,wmm xmwwwwgemmymgg
Maharashtra. ' from BDAwquemns.BMfam

The Divisional Commissioner, Bangatore Drvi- "'a:"'"‘- m
MM”S.N Humor. said ol the dis- bemmmW i "y
tricts in division received good .
oepthrmm:u'ngo!ar district Wr:“;o&:; Kamwh.sawm‘.nammw.hsﬁx
14 or 15 huts had collapsed due to rain, there tension Il stage. Nandn Tﬁ. K satellte
were no reports of any damage town. BTM and JP Nagar layouts Voluntary or
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RELIGIOUS (in)TOLERANCE :

THE BABRI DISPUTE

- 1023

- Cy



Religious conflicts are an age old phenamenon to us in the Western World. The
eary Christians, persecuted in Rame, turned the other cheek or, should I say sword,
when they became the state religion. Lest we forget: Charlemagne forcibly convert-
ing the Saxons to Christianity, the feudal serfs and lords, those terrible infidels
in what historians titled the Crusades and, of course, those periodic outbursts of
antisemitism in 18th and 19th century Europe called the pograms - "bash the boys with
the yarmulkes."

We lock down our arrogant noses condescendingly at the religious violence in
Beirut and the aberration in Northern Ireland.

The conflict between the Moslems and the Hindus on the Subcontinent dates back,
I suspect, to the arrival of the first Moslems. Never resolved, it always was Jjust
below the surface held in check by the colonial administration and the largely British-
led Indian army. To maintain their "jewel in the crown,” I suspect the British fostered
the differences between the religions and held out the carrot of a separate Moslem
state. At independence, what was hoped to be a mament of great Joy became a scene of
human tragedy almost without parallel in history. Millions died as friend turn~d on
friend, family on family. That enmity lies just below the surface and raises its ugly
head periodically. The cause often is the most trival of occurrences - averbal slight,
an alleged affront, using sameone else's tool, land, cow.

The Babri dispute or the making of mountains out of religious molehills has the
potential to be the cause of renewed cammnal violence. On this holy ground, to both
Moslem and Hindu alike, the Hindu hierarchy wants to build a temple. Further stir
the crisis pot with the fact that national elections are but a few months away.

1) Have the students list the crises spots in the world today including Israel,
Lebanon, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, N. Ireland, Nicaragua, etc. How many of these
have religion as a cause or one onf the causes in the dispute?

2) See if the students can remember from history events that revealed man's religious
intolerance (Crusades, Pograms, Holocaust, Mormon migration, etc., etc.).

3) Readings fram Vol. 2 of this effort are particularly worthy of their reading.
Particularly graphic are passages fram Freedam at Midnight and The Last Train to
Pakistan.
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Devotees throng

Shiva temple

MEERUT, July 31. — Over
200.000 people offered Ganga wa-
ter brought in kavads from Hard-
war at the Pura-Mahadeva, the
senior superintendent of police. Mr
Pandey. said today. reports PT],

Nearly §0.000 devotees offered
Ganga water at the Baba Aughar
Nath Shive temple-Kali Paltan and
at Mahadeva Shiva temple in Gud
ri Bazar.

Two thousand police personne)
have been deploved to prevent any
untoward incident.
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No change in Hindu
Parishad plan

News Service
NEW DELHI. Aug 3

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad seid
on Thursda' « at it would go ahead
with its plan 1o build the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi temple. irrespective of the
High Coun verdic ~ t.c subject.

“It is beyond the doman of the
High Court to challenge the faith of a
peopie”, said the general secretary of
the parishad. codtradicting the re-
poried statement of the Home Minis-
ter that the panshad had agreed to
abide by the High Court judgment.

The gencral secretary, ‘ir Ashok
Singhal, said that the parishad would
launch its programme of collectin
one brick from each of the 5.75 lak
villages of the country and taking it o
Ayodhya to build the temple.

<Each brick will have Shr Ram
written on it in the mothertongue of
the people who comiribute it. From
Scpiember 30, the bricks will siant

chirg ayodhya after they are con-
secra locally. Every person in
every village wal atso donate Rs 1.25
towards the cost of the temple ', said
Mr Singhal.

He said that the Panshad hoped 10
raise at Jeast Rs 25 lakh through this
programme. apart from ensunn the
participation of the people. “Come
what may, the foundation stonc will

be Loid in Ayodbya on November 9
this year.” snd Mr Singhal.

Mr Singha! said that a section of
the press been quoting the Home
Minister as saying that the problem
had been resolved and the High
Court would be the final arbitrator
“All 1 can say is that the Home
Minister is not our spokesman 8nd
the Hagh Court cannot dictate 10 us.”
be said. .

Mr Singhal said that the only solu-
tion. in fact, would be to shift the

ue 10 some other spot. “We will
help the Muslims in doing this.™ he

id, He also refused to accept the
suggestion that a national monument
be built at the controversial site in
Ayodhya.

Mr Singhal said that the entire
machinery of the parishad would now
be geared ‘owards the p cou.-
struction of the temple. “No poliucs
party can afford to alienate us.” he
said.

The parishad wis also planning 2
yatra in Delhi between September 17
and September 22, in which 38
thousand sadhus would icipate.
said Mr Singhal. He said that the
sadhus would parucipate in a long
march and hold discussions on va-
rious issues. including the temple and
the coming clections.
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——Don’t make Babri a poll issue: VP

Express News Service

NEW DELHI, Aug 4
Mr V. P. Singh, president of Jana-
ta Dal. has appealed to all political
Rmics not to make the Babni Masjid-
am Janmabhoomi dispute an issue
in the coming elections and to avoid
the path of confrontation.
According 10 a pres release of
danata Dal on Friday. Mr Sirgh made
‘this appeal on Thursday evening at
the first meeting of the minority celf
of the party. which was attended by
people from all over the country. The
“meeting was called at the initiative of
Mr Mufti Mohammed Sayed. who is
* the convener of minority cell.
The' mecting also endorsed the
policy of the party 1o go i for scat
 EEE—— R S

adjustments with the Bharatiys Jans-
ta Party. Though somc peaple cf-
pressed rescrvations about it, the
- 'consensus at the meeting was that it
‘'was more important {0 deleat the
"Congress (1) and ensure onc 10 one
«<contests in all the constituencies.
“ Mr V. P. Singh asured those
rpresent that there was no question of
compromising on the party's commit-
ment to the minorities. He also et-
gussed the confidence that the
ational Front would form the Goy-
emment a’tes the elections and said
that the five party alliance was com-
plete and that no other party be
would included in the Front.
Briefing press persons ghout the
deliberations of the meeting, Mr
Mufti Mohammed Sayed said here on
friday that many participants empha-
sis.d the need 1o tackle the educa-
tional  and  social  backwardness
amongst Muslims pn a war footing.

In response 1o a question about the
Janata Dal's response ta the charter

of demands circulated by Mr Sved
Shahbuddin. Mr Sayed said the meet-
ingn:;d discussed the matier sand

i that “appropniate demands”
:’&md be implcn?cpnlcd. Since all
parties made pre-clection promises,
the participants felt that Mr V. P
Singh should persuade the Nationsl

Front governments in cvstence -
mediately to take steps to implement
the Front's commitments to ‘¢
minofities. This would increase the
Front's credibility in the eyes of the
pemethcy said.
s¢ wno altended the mecting
inchoded Mr V. P. Singh, Mr Yunus
Saleem. Mr Khusshid Ahmed. M
Ghulam Saravar, Mr [. K. Gujral,
Mr R. K. Hegde., Mr Manzoor
Ahmed. Mr [rfanullah, Mr Javed
' Habib, Mr Wasim Ahmed. Mr M.
Fernandes,

Many of the participants felt that
the Congress (1) would do its best to
divert the atiention of the people
from the Bofors and other scandals
and would try and communalise the

i (
/

1

situation in the country. They rged
Mr V. P. Singh to request all partics
not to make Ram Janmubhoomi-
Babri Masjid dispute an ¢lettson
issue and th defusc 'he situation
currently being created.

Mr V. P. Singh reiterated hi< assur-
ance 1o the minonties of his pariy's
“irrevocable” commitment to secu-
larism. and to ensuring them freedom
of religious practice. He said that
necessary steps would be taken to
constitui¢ a special police {gree com-
prising all communisies to curb com-
munal riots. The Natonal Front had
already promised that it would not
interfgre with Mushim personal law,
he said..

""Mr ‘Sayed, who inaugurated the
mecting, said that Mushims were as
concerned with national issues as any
other community. He cniticised the
suthoritarian atintude of the Con-
gress (1) Government and expreseed
the hope that Mushims would support
Janata Dal in the coming clections

Y




Astrologers enter Babri dispute

By ANAND K. SAHAY

The Times of Indin News Service

NEW DELHI, August 1.
F all things, a new astrological
angle is expected to be injected
into the vicious Ram Janambhoomi-
Babn Masjid dispute, and this should
cause the ruling party to heave a sigh
of relief,

Some 30 “leading’’ Hindu
ssirologers, astromomerns and re-
ligious foundstions sre understood to
have determined thet in reistion to
the Sun, the Earth would be in its
“dakshinzyan™ phase in the winter,

As opposed to the “utisrayan”,

“dakshinsyan”
auspicious. And this is where politics
comes in,

Since the Vishwa Hindy Parishad,
RSS snd kindred organisstions have
chosen a date in early November 1o
lay the foundation stone of the
proposed Ram icmplc st “Ram
Janambhoomi” in Ayodhya, and
thus raised the prospects of com-
muna} tension developing, the gov-
emment is eapecied to take refuge in
the traditionalist srgument that the
“dakshinayana™ would be a singu-

larly insuspicious period in which to
begin constructing the temple.
According to this view,
“dakshinayar.” would give way to
“u " only in February next
year. If organisations, determined to
press shead with construction arr
made to halt in their stride in defer-
ence 1o the pundits, the government
would have saved itselfl a great deal
of trouble in UP on the eve of the
ncxt general election, due sbout that
fime.
Deepening of the commuonal divide
s the Isst thing the govermnment
would be looking for just before the
podl, for it is 8 loser, no matter what.
if trouble starts when the tempic is
being inaugurated with bricks
brought from afl over the count
and consecrated with “Genga |
(Genges water), ss Hindu “com-
munsi™ organisations have plasned,
and he pohce is brooght in 1o quell
possibie noting. the government ac-
tion is certain 10 go down badly with
the majonty community in a
surcharged stmosphere.

On the other hand, if the govemn.

ment remains quicscent, and allows
the temple ceremony to proceed. the

minorities are pot expected to take
kindly to this. In either, event, the
government would have 10 failed to
impress the clectorste,

It is small wonder then that the
government is believed to have taken
8 keen interest in mobilising the
opinion of the religious pundits. The
Union home minister, Mr Buta
Singh, is understood 1o have met
some of the Ecclesiastes
The Shankamcharya of Kanchi, one
of the four high priests of traditional
Hindu orthodoxy, is ssid to be
among thase who believe thet laying
the foun&ﬁoumoﬁhcuw
Ram tempic st Ayodhya during
“dakshinayan” would bode ifl for the
shrine. Interestingly, the
Shanksracharya had initially bies sed
the endcavowr,

If the line goes through, the govern-
ment would have bought precious
time, for il sces its best bet in
posiponing a controversy should it
come to that, till sfier the poll.

Asirology is & safe tine to take, for
it is proof even sgainst the law,
Should the courts, now looking st the
complicated case, decide in fa. our of
the “Hindu™ view, the traditionslists

144

could still that insugurating the
building x for the temple be
taken up only when “uttarayan™ sets
in.

The religious leaders sre believed to
have begun work oa the
“dakshinayan™ — “uitsranayan”
syndrome more than a month ago,
sources noted. The need for it was
felt because the decision of the law
courts could not be taken for .

A large number of pundits had to be
approached for their view t0 avoid 8
controversy in an issue which is
sensitive and jisble to be
by interested political groups if the

ion were to come only from s
handful of persons enjoying religious

Those mobilising opinion sre also

understood 10 have taken the precau-
tion of gamenng the views of re-
i scholars across the country,
making it a carefolly selecved “ran-
dom’ sample, in order 1o place the
issue .

The only “vanabic™ not taken into
souount uptil now is the reaction of
ll;e minonities — whether, they too,
like the government. would be ha
fortht&lhtr. e
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ﬁtbougbt for Today
Themmoémin life is known only to thase who have
not

— CHURTON COLLINS

_ Reassuring Findings

t,l;l'hc: extensive sm;rey on mmhmwm Jan-
mabhoomi dispute conducted is paper’s correspondents
andmpoﬂedintodny'sissueognwmcmmringﬁndinss.
Given the prospect of a general election some mooths from
now, there is every danger of the dispute being exploited by
political parties t0 garner votes, even if communal
temperature rises alarmingly as a consequence of doing so. In
fact, one of the survey’s findings is that voters have no illusions
about all political partics, except those on the left, playing
comm politics 10 win electoral gains. Fortunately, the
survey indicates that in most of the covintry, the dispute is not
much of an issue. In parts of only three states — U.P., Gujars;
andMahmshtm-—peoﬁefedW;alyabomiuotbepoint
of being divided on religious linzs. Even here, moreover, it is
among those who are beiier informed, read newspapers and
live in cities and towws that such strong sentiments mostly
exist. No less heartering is the discovery that while religious
agg po&ticalmleadw, g, for Mov‘;:law reasons, quite worked up
about v, average , TOWRSMAR Or City-
dweller is rather indifferent 1o 1t. What this means in practical
tcrmsisthattbcchanmofoommnmlpauiomﬁdinghishon
thcissuemneslisibk,unlmpoﬁuulparﬁe&dddby
religious leaders, go about systematically stirming them up in the

?smoatlh;. allparti' immediately to keep the

t is vital for s 10 agree i i o
dispute out of clectoral politics altogether. The
leader, Mr V, P. Singh, has congratulated the

SE
83
=¥

ap tdeddonnoﬂomkciucampai;ninuc.hmmh
a decision should also exclude bringing it up 1n any form, direct
or indirect. For instance, the BJP president, Mr . K. Advani,
said in Madras that the disputed site should be handed over
wthcﬂindm!hr;gghaomﬁawdmﬂemmtﬂeﬂmuidmm
the effort by the and the VHP 1o build s temple there with
specially bricks from all over the country would not

aggravate communal feelings. Such remarks cast serious doubt
on the BJP’s professed willingness not 10 politicise the issue for
electoral purposes. Such unanimity by the political parties,
which can be attainad through s meeting of their representa-

tives convened for the , would completely isolate the
extremist ps, M or Hindu, which have s vested
interest in ing the dispute alive. Thus, while the matter is

before the Allahabad high court, the VHP has already made it
piain that it will not accept its verdict. All the more seaso
then, for the VHP and those who think like it 10 be ostracised
by all mainstream parties through a studious refusal to bring
the dispute into the arena of electoral politics. -
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‘Babri dispute not a majo

r 1ssue

Against the background the ' ~1 were widely aware of the controvessy
Babri Masjid-Ram Jana il PRE-ELECTION SURVEY3 and will react when the ume comes
controversy, are communal issues SR et . ' - 1 ;nmmmfofﬁtmx
likely 10 play a greater role in the ! | said, the RSS has toured 2,600
forthcoming elecsions than mrlg = e lnges i;d o P‘mmw Bi;
ones? TOINS visit o o japur Bidar, people
70 towns and villages in 15 siates 10 Mam ﬁndmgs 1,500 villages. .
find out , , ) In Bhopal, the VHP working

% In the major part of the country, the Babri Magjid-Ram mg,urmmhnnd&mabs-
NEW DELHI Janambboomi controversy is not as mmmwm
Ammwthcﬂabq % Clear porth-south, urban-rural divide on awareness of the con- | passionsiely about the Ayodbys
id-Ram Janambhoomi troversy. issue. But his views were not reflectod
dispute and heightened senti-' | # Religious and political leaders ive the issue to be more in the capital and drew s compicte
ments over it follow a definite, widespresd and deeply-felt than the average person. Mhmf the villages of Msdbya
pattern in the cities and villages' | # More beightened seatiments over ‘be issuc among educated,
covered in 16 states. Southern |  Dewspaper-reading public. ' In the villages of Prabiad hagt
states, including Xerals, Tamil # Has rbsulted in communal polarisation in parts of UP, Cujarst and and Andhannec 10 ’
Nadu, Kamsataka and Andhra Nm“mi‘hmf‘tbﬂwww' See Edit: Rrassuring
anﬂummmh*wgﬁ ) .mgm"mﬂw”ﬂv“ Findings, Page 12
West Bengal, Assam and Jammu L — —d Diock of Nalands district, most in-
and Kashmir, have barely been agitated. , nads districts of Kamataka, the dis- babitants were rot aware of the
scarred by th¢ ~troversy There is also 8 distinct divide in  pyye is 8 Don-issue. cogtroversy and showed little interest

However, in Uy, Gujanst and parts :!wmbwvwmmm D. G. Sagar, the Dalit Sangharsh  in it. Those who had heard about it,
of Msharashtra, the issuc evokes ly-felt the controversy is between ggmiy convener of Oulbsrga like Brijnandso Si s graduste
mmﬁmahalodtocon-mhpommdpoﬁwdludmmm division admitied that the & farmer who heads Noor Sersi
e Pl O e O O oves Todia, pesceive 1110 be Semvon. ' o e Dok o rither read about i
MAjor communities tobe mer, all over perceive it to i His views were endorsed by  programme, el tit
a» imporiant electors! factor. far more prevalent than it seems from G, Suresh Prabhu (33) mandal in the papers or heard of it through

Even in those states, bowever, it is the response of the average person.  chayst member in Gurpur ﬁ’hbmmwwqunnumwbow
more of an issue in the towns and lnnnall-Mmlim'mxinth Dakshin Kannads district. tod Ayodbya
cities rather than in the villages. Arcot district, Tamil Nady, villagers But the divisi iscy of the In Kashmir, few vi are sware
Within the cities, it is the were totally unaware of the dispute. ' visional onganises of the details of the duspute. As Dr
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IN MAHARASHTRA
The VHP clarion call to
Hinduiva st sy cost “ss Vadibhai
IN GUIARAT hin -mwax
1n the Benda, Ballis and Azamgarh m sarpench
districts of UP, 83 well s3 in Bahrsich of Sardhan viflage, pointed out, hss
snd Barsbenkd communal | touched o chord.
iseues are expoctod to play 8 groater Religion will bo sn important elec-
role in the forthooming eloctions. But tion factor in Maharashtra slso since -
in the towes of Gonda snd Hindu orgasisstions have opealy I mmm
Sultanpur, B with come out on the subject, say kaders 8 m, the issue ro-
md'mmndm- f Wudlgowao- , ‘maing the foreign nat one and if
muna! insisting they would, 1, Kaka Wadke, the Sens's outlook with ’ communal issues come to the fore in
melu fune said that the crux of peopke of T other sections of the the elections they will be 8 response
the surrounding villages, howeves, their would be to mmmormmm'mﬂaom 10 purely focal. not national, factors.
sursl inhabitants didn't believe com- unite Hindus to end the “discrimins- m“m,f’*“!"ﬂmmm While the Babri Masjid-Ram Jan-
munal issnes will play a significant tinn" agrinst them, wm:ﬁ. he commented. mabhoomi dispute has no relevance
port. : Poonswals, s Bohna ro- the Fammittrean iim, the president of to Assam, communal tension in the
. Similady, in the villages of Nalan- formist in Pune, said that with Hind- (-1, 8. Brahrins Associs- state surfaces only in respect of immi-
jda district, Bihar, of us freling thai minorities were being N lw‘mnhﬂ.poinuom grant Muslims on isswes live revision
wmﬁm given preferential treatment, the clec- "muieudm relative af- of electoral rolls. There it total har-
‘at election time was less than tions were bound to be given a interess in velims kave an equal mony between the non-immigrant
in the urban sreas. This was partly communal colour, Concurred Asgar amit maintaining communal Assamese Mustims and Assamese
expisined by the activities of the Al Engincer, well known Bobra ro- ,,,e:.'ms‘““mmmm Hindeos.
Indisn Peopie’s Front in the sreas formist communal issues will come ‘business were generally from the As in the election before the Assam
naveyed. to the fore during elections in & naked issue ciass, he said, they can't take sccord was signed, the :
In 88 the Abmedsbad manser nearcr the electorate. election may soquire 8 communal
‘m clections proved, com- . Sarosh Abdulls Bbure, from West Beagal, Assam s0d Gos are overione in Assam due to the poss-
WMM Mahspol village, Thane district, Ms- also sistes where communal issues ible non-inclusion of the names of
| Magiid dispute, harashtra, said that the and sre not expected 10 play a large rols Iskhs of jmmigrant Mustims in the
will definitely de drummed up, not intense communal stance of the Shiv in the elections. In cach ares, local revised electoral rofls.
= in urban centres like Baroda, Sena, Agri Sena and Muslim League rather than national issues are more In Goa, the major issue o the
o) sod Surst, dbut also in rural wes 8 pew trend. “Those who never significant electoral factor, influx of non-Goans and the growing
) sress. talked sbout religion are now doing While political parties in West regionalism is not directed towards a
The Ram Jassmbt.oomi-Babri %0 after the disputs oves the shrine , Pengal weally pot wp Hindu or conflict between the Hindue and
Masjid controversy was used by the Ahilys Rangneker m candidstes accordin stinns manifested in
m-ummzm m demographic festures of o fo the hostility towards outsiders. Susrat
,Ahmedabad city municipal elections In both whan and rural areas of coastituency”, Sodhan Marting, a member of a grou cailed
and in the recent in the Madhys Pradesl, however, peopie Bose, vicechsncellor of Visva M 1o safeguand
Hindu-dominsted civil stated that there has been no spurt in Bharati Usiversity, “the communal Goa's unity, said none of the astional
ward. communal activity since the last factor plays a less important role communal parties had s base in Goa,
The BIP won with a largé marngin, election. Nor do they expect the here.” But the vacuum was fifled by the
on the basis of its high-pitched cam- forthcoming ome to witness ap in- Arun  Mukherjee, principal of Mmmmmub;my,
Casscttos containing inflam- crease. Sriniketan, poiated out that the the Shiv Sena — which has made a
m of 8 locsl preaches ﬁ%}mxﬂmm munal factor in West hc:;'t: recent emergence on the political
Mmmum&m the Babri issue nor the com- dued because of the tical canvas of the state — and the
themazm on munal situation in the rest of the sciousness of the Even Marathi Rajya Bhasha Prasthapan
preserving Ram Jsnambhoomi country hss made any deep impact AKM.Hmmmm,n_ Samity (MRBPS).
temple st afl costs snd the on the state’s Muslims who constitute dian Union Muslim League member —
nmmmmmw. over five per cent of the istion. of the state legisiative assembly, re-
The BJP as the cingle largest ﬂuwmwumaw iterated that the Ram Janmabhoomi-
party in the avil clections and also Jamast-e-Isiami Hind sttributes this Babri Masjid con had not
got 8 two-thirds majority to the fact thst state's Mustims have incressed communal polarisstion in
wide business interests (hardware, the ststc and communasl issues
retail cloth and leather) giving them nOt be a factor in the ot erolld
8 higher economic staius higher than elections in Wess waligientary
in other states. In addition he said,
“The Musiims share a3 moderate
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Buta warns

NEW DELHI, August 7.
HE government will pot allow
anybody to play with lsw and
order situation in the context of the
Ram Janambhoomi-Babri Masjid
dispute, the home minister, Mr Buta
Singh told the Parliament today. He
also reiterated that efforts would con-
tinue to evolve a negotisted, mutu-
ally acceptable solution.

He said so in response t0 the oon-
cern expressed by members in both
the Houses over the the reportod
threat of the Vishwa Hindu Panshad
(VHP) 10 go ahead with the construc-
tion of a tempie st the disputed site
imespective of the verdict of the high
court which was going into the case.

While the issue came up in the
Rajya Sabha for a d-taled dis-
cussion, spanning over (wo days, it
was raised in the Lok Sabhs during
the Zero Hour by %7 saifuddin Soz
(National Congress), Syed Shahabud-
din (Janata) and Mr G. M. Banatwala
(Muslim Lecague),

Mr Soz, as also several members in
the Upper House, accused the VHP
of spreading anarchy by decisring
that it would not accept the court's
verdict. H;f .lh’eo Bljmlled 2 remth
statement of 1 P ident, Mr
L. K. Advani, in m was
reporied 10 have said that Muslims
should offer Babri Masgjid 1o the
Hindu through a negotiated seftle-
ment. Mr Banatwsla said thst trans-
porting of bricks from diffcrent parts
of the country was creating a volatile
situstion and should, therefore, be
banned.

COMMITTED TO CONSTITU-
TION

Mr Advani, one of the main speak-
ers from the opposition benches in
the Rajys Sabha, stated his ngﬁy's
stand and asserted that the was
committed to the Constitution which
was wedded to secularism, equali
to all religions and freodom
worship. The BJP was in agreement

ez

the opposition with exploiting com-
munal sentiments for narmow politi-
cal gains.
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CASTE AND OUTCAST
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The caste system in India was legislatively outlawed in one of India's first
actions as a democratic nation. As in our own experiences, the legislating of morality
is difficult, at best, and does not really remove the centuries of past practice.

Apartheid of South Africa, America's racial segregation of the 19th and 20th
centuries, and India's caste system are at times lumped together. There are similarities
in that each is a manifestation of discrimination by one human to another human. The '
caste system, like South Africa's apartheid, covers/covered every aspect o1 a person’'s
life. South Africa's system, however, was designed to politically, socially, and
econamnically keep the Black majority powerless. Every person was born into a caste and
his/her camplete life was regulated by his/her membership in that caste. India's caste
system evolved over centuries but was clearly attached to the daminant religion -
Hinduism. Perhaps all of this is too wordy and even a bit confusing.

Suffice it to say, it was the basic framework of Indian society, and provided
people with a sense of total security. Countless norms, applied to every aspect of
life for every caste member, therefore your life was clearly defined. With your
reincarnation determined by your observance of the rules, organized religion made its
impact felt.

1) A comparison of the BEuropean feudal system with the relationship of lords to serfs
could be campared to the relationships between various castes in India.

2) As expressed above, a comparison of apartheid, 19th century U.S.A. especially
in the south or the 20th century urban north, to the Indian caste system in the
form of a chart along political, social, econamic lines could be undertaken.

3) For the more sophisticated student our affirmative action programs could be
campared to India's scheduled castes receiving "X" number of sseats, Jobs, positions,
etc.

4) Role playing - assign kids to particular castes and tell them several of the rules

of /for social interaction. Let the kids feel the slings and arrows of institution-
alized prejudice.
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Caste is their only crime

Who says untouchability is a thing of the past?
In many parts of the country it still exists,
though lawfully bann~d, due to the need for
“scavengers” to service the hundreds of dry
latrines used by the population. Institutionally
as well as traditionally, untouchables have
always been hired to do the job, therefore no
amount of government policies to uplift this
section of society has helped eradicate this
deeply ingrained caste bias.

"J
-

~ .
Blnde;shwar Pathak assesses the current status
of Harljans.
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touchability is a crime against

God and man”. The discontinus-
tion of this and the
absence 'of any ised move-
ment - 07  agite by un-
touchables th against

their plight might suggest the rvil
no longer exists. Untouchs’lity
howeves, continues to .alk the
wunuy.i ? '
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change thet has taken place over
the is that earfier they were
openly derided; now under the
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provisions for secuning just and
Buman conditions of work and
Article 46 stipulates that states
must promote the interests of the

N no other country, is scave
nging amalgamated with the
evil structure of caste aund
untouchability as is the case 1°
India. The communities
in uvc?'ns are st the lowest
bottom of the social hierarchy.

. Caught in the quagmire of miser-
‘able living and working con-

ditions, they live in sepsrsic
localities segregated Som the
main settlements.

In towns and cities un.
touchables live in slums, devoid
of the basic amenities.

Notwithstanding the social-
istic rbetoric of our politicians,
scavengers do not have sccess to
the state-sponsored  welfare
schemes, either due 10 official
apathy or their locational isols.
tion.

Looking at the magnitude of
the problem. very little has been
done 10 solve it 30 far. Under the
Protection of Civil Rights Act,
1958, untouchability is a crime
and nobody can be denied ser-
vice, on the ground of their
profession in a shop, hospital, or
any public place or the use of
village well or even entry 10
tempie.

Sometime ago, Swami
Agnivesh and subsequenily sev-
ena| other organisations engaged
in Harijan welfare led 2 group of
them into the famous Nathdwara
temple. That there was na or-
ganised resistance on the pan of
casieist Hindus or temple priests
to such a publicised show only
servesto delude the people about
the actual plight of untouchables.

Nistory reveals that household
privies were not pant of Indian
culture and tradition in the past,
In the Arthashasirs of Kautilya
(320 BC) of the Maurys period.

defecation in public plsces or




RCAT reservoirs was prohibited.
With the advent of the Muslim
ers bucket privies were in-
‘troduced in many houses, mainly
for the convenience of women in
purdah. Consequently, the lowest
casies or POWs were assigned the

meanest task of scavenging. With

subsequent urbanisation, the sys-
tem increased rapidly snd has
bmo;ht in the present chaotic
situation.

Although the eradication of
scavenging and rehabilitxvion of
scavengers have oow been in-
cluded in the revised 20-point
programme, the approach of the
suthorities 10 the problem re-
mains muddled. For instance, if
the government really wants 10
end the evil, why should munici-
pal bodies all over the country
keep scavengers on their pay rpll?
Instead they should embark on
vigorous programme for con-
version of dry privies into sani-
tasy toilets. '

The availability of scavengers
who do not charge much for their
services mainly because of the
salaries they receive from local
bodies acts as a disincentive for
the peopie 10 go in for conversion
of dry privies into other forms of
toilets mvo!ﬂw leaching pits or

; 1 is estimated that now about
Rs 15 10 Rs 16 crores are being
spent by the Centnal and stste
governments on the welfare of
scavengers and for financing dry
toilet conversion pProgrammes.
This sum, however, is ipsuffi-

R ——

ceni if scavenging is to be
eradicated by the end of this
century because with the present
nate of conversions, it will take
nvore than half g gentury to
e'iminatc scavenging.
In the sixth and seventh five-
year plans there was a provision
for Rs 4,690 crore for urban
water supply and sewcrage, of
which nearly Rs 938 crore were
for sewerage. A major portion of

this could have been diveried 10

the conversion programme by
pot taking up any towns for
scwerage but concentrating oaly
oh rehabilitaion of existing sow-
erage where it s absolutely
needed.

Aptempts have been made in
the past 1o improve the working
conditions of scavengers. Thgy
were provided with gloves, gum
boots, collection implements.
covered buckets and wheel bar-
rows. During the Gandhi
cenienary year in 1969, the
emphasis was on the emancips-
tion of scavengers. The goven-
ment offered 25 per cent subsidy
and 75 per cent loan for con-
version of dry latrines into a
water flinh toilet and its connec-
tion W public sewer,

- Another sttempt was made
0 end the system by
promoting a special campaigy for
conversion of sy privies into
water flush units. The state gov-
emments were specifically asked
not to alow construction of new
buildi
toilets. In the unsewered arers, it
was suggesiod, seplic t92.ks or

witholt water * flush’

leach pits should be provided for
converting dry lainnes into water
flush units.

in the fifth five.year plan in
197§ staie governments were
askeddo provide community col-
iection tanks and carmiage of their
conients in  mobile vacuum
tankers t0 oridstion ponds for
lesching. Some 30 towns were
selected in the coumiry: and
provided 100 per cent grant for
this provision. But this scheme
was also not successful in ending
the evil.

EREVER voltntary
socis! Organisations
. stepped in. the govern-

ment’c efforts started showing
some results. For instance, the
pioneening work done by the
Harnjan Sevak Sangh in Gujarat
succeeded in  large-scale’ con-
versions of buckel privies isto
flush systems . Similarly useful ser-

Bihar provided snother instance
of 3 major dynamic asture..The
Bihar Gandhi gentenary ommit-
iee gave top prionity t0 the

. Bhangi Mukti Programme and

also identified latrine conVersion
as the quickest and most effective
schieving the objective.
With the of Sulabh
Shauchalsys Sansthan (Sulsbh
International) ss s dynamic vol-
untary body with a nucleus of
dedicated workers. the program-
mec made much headway from
4973, ‘ ‘
There are nearly 60 lskh
butket privies in the country.
The average cost of conversion is
sbout Rs 1,700 per unit. Con- ~
sidering the escalation of prices, -
the average cost of coaversions
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mmmormwnmvmn. 1989
Thes the touaires 8t Rs 2000 and ‘three Union seritories is beavily subsidised by the mu-

nmlkmmdmm Provision made in the sevepth mdpmybyﬂri&?ma

of mhabiliut;'t;g nv:;sm Rs 39 crores. In ﬁaddxm many .
would be about 33 per cen; this states are alwo nancing soilet

- amount. Thus » totsl sum of Rs conversion progammes from ﬁnlmﬁ foore attractive. The
I.Wm'iubcneadadfonbe their own funds ﬁamu
mmmewﬂldiuumvm- ) et

- ing in the country. " However, it is unfortunate theg mcbwhcymﬁnuby&e
Under the Centrally-sponsor- Stiempts 10 eradicate scavenging

S

Attempts have been

‘made in the past to
improve the working

- conditions of
scavengers. They
were provided with
gloves, gum boots,
collection '
implements, covered
buckets and wheel
.barrows. During the
Gandhi centenary year

in 1969, the

" fovernment offered

r cent subsidy -

and 75 per cenf loan ,
for conversion of dry
latrines into water
flush toilets _
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9 hurt in
caste clash

Express News Service
Tiruchi, July 24: Nine persons
were injured in clashes berweea
caste Hindus and Harijans a1
Olappaadi village, gear Kunnam
in Perambalur taluk, about 55 km
from here, on Sunday afternoon.

Three houses in the Harijan col-.

ony were also damaged.

Forty two persons — 22 Han-
jans and 20 caste Hindus — were
arrested in this connection. Police
pickets have been posted at the
village.

It is learnt that the two groups
had differences over laying 3
pathway to the Harijan burial
ground. The Hindus alleged that
the Harijans had taken more land
than that earmarked by revenue
officials in for the pathway.

On Sunday, some caste Hindus
had allegedly teased two Harijan
%r’ls passing through their streets.

is sparked the clash and two
groups of about 100 each pelted
stones at each other.

Seven Hanjans and two caste
Hindus were hurt in the melee.

Tiruchi SP K Thukkayandi and
the Ariyalur RDO wvisited the
spot.
Efforts to convene & peace com-
mittee mecting are now on.

S -1

X 3

!

e



Tackle the basic causes

THE naxalite problem in Andhra Pradesh shows no sign
of abating in spite of Mr. Rama Rac’< announcement of
a;, amnesty and the consequential surrernder of some of the
activists. The latest incident is the Kidnupmng and subsc-
quent release of Mr. Raji Reddi. Mandar Praj: Panishad
president in Warangal district. Tne naxalites who had
kidnapped him demanded a judiciii inguiry inte: the
disappearance of two of their members who, according o
them, had been arrested last Deccmber and are feared 10
have been subsequently done to death by the police. Mr.
Reddy's release followed the government announzement of
a judicial inquiry. There had been sin:tar Lidnappings
earlier. One of the kidnapped persons. M. Malhar Rao.
was killed by his captors when the aeniand was not
copceded.

“The Kkidnaopings bighlight a problem that hus been
plaguing Andhra Pradesh for quite some time Thicas ke
disappearance of activists, generally naxalies. ta'.enntoor
believed to be in police custody A vanant i this s the
Jeath of such activists in ‘encounters” with the pelice. Inthe
present case, the governricr.t consistenil: denied that the
two activists had ever been in police cusindy und wrned
down all demands for a judicial ingnir,. Four Kudnappings
and one killing later. it has relented Thi: 1< naithes rood
tagtics nor good governance. 1f tho gosommeen: thoaght
:here was anything suspicious abou. the circumstanset of
the disappearance of the two activists. an inquin should
have been ordered much earlier. To concede such a
demand under duress does not speus woll of the govern-
ment's functioning. The fundamental causes thet give rise
1o the naxalite movement have 10 be tackied. The amnesty
is a step in the right direction but the state povernment must

go much farther. U“d o G w1k
! ' \
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11122 vacancies for SCs in Delhi

- NEW DELHIL Auwg 1
The Delhi Admigistration has a
Mackiog of 11,122 posts reserved for
Scheduled Castes and  Scheduled
Tribes which have remaincd vacant
for several years pow. the Chief
Executive Councillor. Mr Jag Par-
vesh Chandra said.

Mr Chandra was making a state- .

ment on @ calling aUENLON MOLA In
the Met itan Council House on
Tuesday.« .motion was brought
together by Mr Babu Ram Solanki.
Mr Bhonn Lal Shasin. Mr Gurbax
Singh. Mr R N Chandeliya and Mr P
C Kaushik or the situsfion ansing in
the Administration due 1o backlog in
p ntation of Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe candi-
dates in the Administration services.
Giving » breakup. Mr Chandra
said that the total strength of em-
in the Delhi- Administration.
mciuding the police services. was
85.000 while there was a backlog of
1,369 Scheduled Csste and 2.018
Scheduled Tnbe posts vacant in the

Adpunistration.

In the local bodies similarly the
total empiovees strength was over
1.20 1akh and 8 total backlog of 6.879
Scheduied Caste  and Scheduied
Tribe posts 1o be filled

~The employecs’ sirength 1n auion-

- omeus todies was 3.173. excluding

daily wage earners. and a backlog of
837 Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe vacancies required to be filled
up. ’ )

The Chicf Execunve Councillor
said that the 1969 Roster Plan sug-

ted by the Central Goveinment

not been stncily adhered 10

Mr Chandra said that since the
1969 roster system had not Deen
strictly adhesed 10 and this had re-
sulted in accumulanon of a huge
backlog. the Central Govemment
had sent a countrywide directive and
a drive was on to fill up these
vacancies as well as 1o systematise the
roster and pot allow any more back-

S.
'og-lc assured that the Admunistra-

tion would pressurise aided schools

. candidates wer¢ not available

of the Delhi Administration to fill up
reserved Vacancies.

Earlier dunng the question hour
100 the members grilled the Execu-
tive Councillor (Education). Mr
Kulanand Bharativa. on the inability
of the Educanon Department to fill
up reserved posis of teachens. vice-
principals and principals

Replving 10 a question Mr Kula-
nand Bharatiya said that by the end
of August the Administranon would
appoint 776 Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe teacbers. He ako
assured that in case Scheduled Tribe
inst
a reserved post. a Scheduled Tribe
canchdate might be considered with-
out dereserving the post and vice
versa *

He also said that the Adminisira-
tion was considenng simphfying rules
to appoint teachers n the reserved
quota.

+The House ran smoothly and ad-
journed carly what with the Opposi-
tion benches vacant but for a short
while immediately afier the queston
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The lone BIP member. Mr Karan
Singh Tanwar. who could not
suspended on Monduy walked inwo
the House much 10 the consternatson
and embarrassment of aimost ali the
Treasury members. including  the
Chairman Nimself

M1 Tanwar walked inio the Houw
and asked the Chairman why he
collcagues had been turned out of the
House. The Chairman and the ruling
party members lost no ume and 0
the hint from the Chairman. M
Nand Lal Chaudhn moved a resolu-
tion secking M1 Tanwar’s suspen-
ston. Immediateh the Chairman put
it vote and signalied the marshal
who hited Mr Tanwar and 100k tum
out of the Housc

While teaving the House Mr Tun-
war raised slogan “Rayn Gandhi
chor hai”.

Interestingly My Tanwar had gnen
little cause 10 the Charrman on Tues:
day in comparison to what had txen
happenming in the Mouse the pre-
vious davs g



PROBLEMS APLENTY
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1 face traffic jams daily; 1 "bitch" about increasing local taxes. 1 understand,
to a degree, the envirommental issues, and 1 attempt to do my bit by trying to save
the pandas, giving money tO Greenpeace, Nature Conservancy, etc., and placing my
papers in appropriate 1eceptacles to be collecied by the town. The plight of the
hameless in the cities concerns me; crime statistics frighten this burgled homeowner ;
the crumbling infrastructure of our urban areas are bumped, jostled into my head 75 1
cross the 59th Street Bridge.

when seeing and reading about the problems facing the Subcontinent's nations, it
placed in quick perspective the horn blaring on the Long Island Expressway and my
$700 increase in taxes. India has all the problems we have plus same. Of course,
clephants rampaging through farmland receives a universal chuckle. However, third world
nations have problems uniquely theirs and we should came to grips and try to understand
their plight: child bondage, slaveiy, sterilization deatbs, diarrhea deaths, overflow-
ing sewers, infant deaths in hospital cribs, police brutality, drug abuse, teacher
strikes, bus fatalities.

1) Have the students make a list of the problems facing our society, and using these
newspaper clippings identify the ones facing India.

2) Have each student select a problem facing 1~dia, and present it to the class with
possible solutions.

3) Collect articles fram the local papers about prchlcuns facing our society, and see
if India is facing any similar ones.
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844 sterilisation deaths

NEW DELHI, Auvgust 1.

EARLY 844 people have died as

s result of stenlisstion during
the last three the minister of

and 597 in 1987-88. A sum of R
10.000 was paid to lega) heirs of the
deceased. The government was con-
sidering requests received from the
states 10 increase the amount of ex-
patia




Dlsmal failure?

, July 20 (PTI): Tre
lndmn family plannms progrem-
me, which upaw ng
24 billion rupees till the end
Suxth Plan, had been “a dmnal
failure,” says Pradeep S. Mehta,
general secretary of the Consum-
er Unity and Trust Society
(CUTS).

In a paper presented to the
neral assembly of the World
uture Sc ~ety, he said 38 years
after launching the programme,
India’s population was still in-
creasing at 17 million a year.
The main reason for the failure
was that vasectomy operations
were unpopular, as men feared
loss of strength and libido. There-
fore,
undergo tubectomy.

women were forced 10

A study conducted in Rajasthan
showed that the women who
underwent the operation, “‘be-
sides being treated like cattle.”
were not even paid the promised
sum.

In March 1989, the Rajasthan
Government admitted there had
been 94 female deaths in family
ﬂﬂnnmg operations duning the

three years.

A fifth of the 132 camps, sur-
veyed by the Indian Counci! of
Medical Research, did not have
life-saving drugs and screening for
detection of anaemia, hyperten-
sion and diabetes. In one-third of
these, the equipment used for
surgery were either nut sterilised
or ymporperly sterilised.
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DHAKA. (FTI) At lest 12 peope 7 killed in accident
:tid_gﬂson Dhaks-Chintagong “:;gh- nﬁ.Asrus (m&o (UNI): Sew:n

mcuwdAnothcrrepozt dtﬂd.mmbdudmm,ured
said eght people were killed SO0 m. when a mini - fruck carTying passen-
after a road bridge on s canal col- md&hedqmm 3 tree at Sakn
lapsed in northern district of Jamalpur willage ncar here yesterday. police
on Thursday lest. todyy said.
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Egg CHI-ITE Bondage of India’s Poor ?

{
Coatinued he sasd. "lflbmisuyrobb«y ‘
¢ lmnl"qel) they dlame us, and if we end u

8y
3 tea boys, tire or moior
§$ Geanes of floon and iodes Aod Lo S350, we b 1o pay 2

th .ast majority work as
tural laborers in & country thatis o4t (e government has
still 80 percent rural. passed only limited legislation

with the issue. The majority

% It is one of the striking contrasts

; of con Indian society

E hat Tor very child of he newly % =g 4T b
e tions i ically

& amily m.”mgr"'my An official for an internations
o packed oa the porth- said the 1986 Child
E & New Delhi, about an m Act had been aimed at pre-
g bour mn.tbemdeboulewds veating hazardous work and sf al-

buildings.
Soraju has been working as &8 o

E smbemsies Secemomre

used to earn about 5 rupees a day, ¢y, and will g0 10

g "”.‘.,""‘v’): fﬁ“m" % he g, Under the Child Labor Act, en-

in India’s Brutal i’overty

8"Mmyoé'the7’(!“:1::;1:4:5:1114:— mwmwm n

1
gt
§e e thout 20 pecent of e chid work-
sg initially settled in make- g4 o Obioh critics that
§§

;1‘;:!; m_mxd}h:‘%mbunbe bymhms'&im“m’f“
them 10 the newly buili Jehangr- 2o 1sbor. e
o tbey l two- sanctioning child o
room brick huts for about AX ’w"m’m.,f,mfmsé
fmgmmpddwtmwor tg‘mtm e e

2 years.
Evaymming.wmmu' ul
carly as 3 AM,, the children of dnlonlymthdﬂd

83

§§ wn out acvoss the And Gith special funds from in-
=

il

they sell their children 10 the family can

In northeast India near Varanasi, for

‘Sﬂ

§§

y.For 10 or 15 rupees s day, they (o0 organizations

0 constast harassment from nmgn?:’dwmgmmgz:}
the and suspicion from resi- schools and welfare programs in 10
dents of more affluent communs- cities known for thexr high levels of

mhﬂmsmw Hebem

tes. child labor. But critics have

mhvem.mdmmdn;dm eat.

S' Salim, 19, said the children’s big- charged thsi the programs are slow
g'g M“gfob*ﬂnistbtpdb& to get off the ground and only
g%

yemdd
to start mt
ewmm

lum
t the

make much more.

¢ get beaten up all the time.”  1ouch a limited number of children.

munbm

Mnml

a veteran of the

§§§Bsg

Wazkington Post Service

By Richard M. Weintraub

In Bondage, Child mm Thrives
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INDIAN EXPRESS, NEW DELHI, Friday, July 7, 1989

are
i labouundﬁmcdoﬁmoccm
joys and rights of childhood.

to tol for loag hours, sometimes
uptommy.toek:ouu

meagrc bl.:u& faces, vacant looks,

T
g
5
!

untold story of mnlbom of such ha
less, nameless d;&
bonded labourers of South Asia.

abommmdhonemdlaboumin

mi Agni
1ion of child bonded labourers
[ South Asian countries said,
children were “specifically t
here 10 record their testimonies
five-day South Asia seminar on
‘servitude that concluded bere "on

Tuesday.

The testimonies of child bonded
labours from India, Pakistan, Bang-
ladesh and Nepal, recorded before
dis , for-

mg:;ebed éou.n judge, Mr V. R.
Krishna lyer, mw:altbeumledpam
and misery.
4 Nine-year-old Sukhrajwa is quiet

and sullen. She is reluctant o speak

-1 but ber tellale cyes reveal every-
' thmg ~ ber sorry plight 2ad helpless-

th her short and unkempt hair,
LNccch ear, swoolen ‘cyes and yel-
ILD tecth Sukhrajwa presents a said

lean nnd emaciated frames, tell the |

According to statistics, therc arc.

1

Another pattern of slavery |

indystrial activity; and (E) margmal
work it may be srregular or of shor
term nature such as shoeshining or
mﬁdbondedkbom system
be further classified into two
: inherent bondage and children
to bondage. Due 10 ex-
low wages or no wages ex-
. enormous rate of interest.
and ignorance, the poor
t tied down 10 8
- circle indebtedness for
tions together. As a- fesult..
mﬂbommbondedevcnbefom they
are bom.
Evencocmmnomlpmvmonsand
islations have failed to wipe out
this scourge. The -practisc is con-
tinuing despite the article four of the
umvcnaldedanuonofhummnghts
which says: * No one shall be heid in
slm:rx or servitude in all their
In India, AmchSofnuCon
stitution ensures that ““traffickin
buman beings and be andobcr

Hy:

i
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“forms of forced bboug;mpmhjbited”

law “bonded labour sys-

bolition Act, 1976", not only
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Shocking result

Sir — We, the students at B A,
(Hons) History, Part-l (South
Campus), were shocked at our
results. For, nearly 75 per cent of
the students from South Campus
failed the examination and those
who did pass, secured onl / 40-45
per cent marks. Many students
who were expecied 10 secure
good marks, did not get more
than 49 per cent

The argument that in the wake
of the Delhi University teachers’
strike, each examiner examined
many more answer books than
the normal, and therefore, could
pot do justice 10 the evaluation,
is probably true.

We have also leamt that some
M_Phil students of Delhi Univer-
sity were called in for evaluation
work. This is in gross violation
of the University rules.

Even if the answer books have
been evalusted only by teachers,
some mistake apprars 10 have
crept in at some stage. We are
not challenging the competence
of our teachers, but we are forced
10 question the standards of
evaluation,

We request the Vice-

" chancellor of Dethi University 1o

get the answer books re-
evaluated and save the careers of

- the hundreds of students.
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Test cancelled

VARANASI, July 31. — The pre-
medical test of the Banaras Hindu
University htld® last month was
cancelled today following slleged
leakage of question papers, reporté
UNL

The executive council today re-
solved that the test be cancelled to
maijntain credibility and held agan
at an early date.

The executive council further au-
thonzed the Vice-Chancellor teo
constitute a8 high-powered com-
mittee to inquire into the affair.

F . . . : " e
Campaign against
;'Vi,olence',on campus

e

DTF, Mr M. M. P. Singh. secretarn .
.Students’ Federation of India (SF1).
Mr D Yadav: the president of
+ the Studeats’ Union (JNUSL).
Mr Surajit Mazumdar. and the Delhi

ity Karamcharis

Universt is’ Front kad-

. o1, Mr fr.
the past, said, NSUI
- i ?::d m confined to

i sftempts 10 ::g’on‘se
opponents during college uni-
versity elections, oqnmfcd stiempts
at cheating during examinations, and

i Dons 'm admissing
Now, the NSUT hsu g’af:gtcli
come the “sword™ of the ruling pan:
10 curb democratic processes on cam-
. puses apd outside. Last . the

Students’ protest

.DKANBAD, July 38. — Stone

Jeader, Mr V. P. Singh.
hdbccn.uac,kadbyNSUlMJmc;l\ on
the campus, snd this . am-

i .Mhndy‘:xnnpom
from Bombay that NSUI activists had
two campuscs in their

inside office - mmwmmemtxnoﬂ’nr.
; bl de the pre liament who had resigned from Par
ﬁg ' Mr fiament recently.

' Commissionsr, 3

- )
-~

)

[o 2}
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‘Seven lakh drug
addicts in India’

WASHINGTON, Aug 3 (UND)
There are ncarly 700,000 drug
addicts in India and as many in

Pakistan. according to a US official. .

Thailand is beheved 1o have
280,000 addicts and Iran one to two
milhon. the US Assistant Secretary
of State for Iniernauonal Narcotics
Matters, Mr Mclvyn Levitsky, sad
on Tuesday while testifving before
the House Select Commitiee on Drug
Abuse and Control.

He said countries where addiction
might be least expected wese repori-
ing growing problems of addicuon -
Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka. the Philip-

ines. Spain. Italy, Germany and

international community will pot

oW . gmducc use or traffic drugs.
Be sai

He said the US policy on combat-

-ing drugs should have 8 high priority

in any relationship with allies or
fricnds. _

In cooperating countfics. includin
Thailand. Singapore, Malaysia an
Palustan. he said, the United States
was providing training and equip-
ment 1o established institutions such
as the local police.

In Pakistan, Mr Levitsky said. 2
promusing pilot project was underway
10 help develop a special anti-narco-
tics task force which could be adapt-

; FAMOUS Astrologer, Pand

B.N. Shastri will foretel!
asccurately about your life, on
headiines, Psimlives &
horoscope.  Contact  for
idence- 8 AM t012AM.
to 7 P.M. Mewad Lodging
Boarding, Room No. 73,
Anyati Talkres,
Negeshwarwadi,
Aurangabad (1448)

ritain cach have more than 100,000 able to other countnies as weli.
addicts. When the Pnme Mimuster, Mrs

Pakistan had almost no addicts 10 Benanr Bhutio, was here the United
years ago. Iran ha¢ reported 100.000 Siates agreed to assist in establishing
addicts in 1979 but now the problem g programme in Pakistan to identity
is very serious. big drug traffickers. I think Pakisian
@ Mr Levitskv also poted that the s very scrious about this,” he added
Soviets have abo developed 2 Mr Levitsky said there has been an
“tremendous  problem™  stemming explosion of opium growing in areas
from thcir mutary occupalion of of the world where the Unuted States
Afghamstan. had no diplomatic contact or means

“We have 1o create 8 kind of of control. including areas of Afgha-
internauonal ethic’  thal says the mstan. Laos and Burma.

.

Py e

S ——

ILLITERACY - Women outnum-
ber.men in iliteracy in the country.
India has 424.256 000 Riterates. of
whom 241.611.145 arc women. the
Human Resource Development
Minister. Mr P. Shis Shanhker. told
the Lok Sabha in 2 written answer
Uttar Prach b tops the List of staies in
todal nsumber of  iluerates
(80.756.783). 11 is [oliowed by Bihar
with a total number of illiterales

N r—r
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CITY

Whose responsibility?

Sewers overflowing
in Yamuna Vihar

By BHAVDEEP KANG
press News Service

NEW DELHI. Aug |
Although the sewerage system in
Yamuna Vihar. a sprawling East
Delhi colom . has almost collapsed.
neither the MCD nor DDA are
willing 10 tuke responsibility for .
Condiany in the colony were so
bad. with overfloning sewers and
blocked drains. that the MCD had
refused 10 tuhe over the colony at
DDA’s requess carlier thrs year. at
least unul the monsoon was over.
ft was only a1 the personsl in-
tenention of the Li-Governor. Mr
Romesh Bhandan. that the MCD
took over Yamuna Vihar's sewerage
system. But it specified that if the
system collapsed. the corporation
could not be held responsible
Residents of Yamuna Vihar fecl
that they are in the same position as
the resettlement colonies last sear
with neither of the civic suthorities
being held accountable for the fmlure
-of sewage facilines.
In the forimght since the MCD

- 138 -

took over. its staff has received ten ot
more complaints every day. The
assigned labour force of nine is find-
ing it hard 10 cope with the com-
plaints.

According to & resident. sewers
and drains had not been cleaned for
months before the takeover. "Com-
plaints 1o the local DDA office every
day did not have anyv effect On
Monday. after several complaints to
the MCD. the main sewer was
cleaned up with the help of
machines”. he sand.

The drains remain just as bad.
however. “The MCD staff posted
here say there is another department
10 ook after the drains. s0 they
continue 10 be blocked with garbage.
leaves and whatever else happens 10
fall in”. he added

With a bpe!{ spell of light shawers,
conditions have become even more
unhygeinic. another remident said
With standing water jn the nuilahs,
the garbage is starting 10 decompose.
she added.

“The Li-Governor visited the col-
ony again on Mondas . But he did not
come to B Block where conditions
are worst”. she pointed out

The MCD. which finalls consented
to the takeover on July 12. had said
at the same time thai residents of the
colony were under grear hardship.
but that the problems could not be
sohed immediately

The Mumcipal Commussione. had
in fact suggested action against .wo
DDA employees on the grounds that
the colons’s drainage system was not
wp i ko mvh Of the 21] colonies
tahe1, over Fom-DDA by the MCD
carher this vear. it hed obyected only
10 the transfer of Yamuna Vihat'.

According to municipal offacials.
DDA did not hase esther the equip-
ment or tue 1rained personnel to look
after the sewerage of colonses hke
Yamuna Vihar svstem had been
ba®y laid and properly mammtained.
with the colomés main sewer dam-
aged in several places. they said

The local MCD staff saad the main
problem. apart from the trunh sewer.,
which had sunh in some places. was
the working of the pumps They did
not work for long enough. resulung
in stagnanon of sewage in the pipes.

Residents are sfraid thar=with the
scwage syvsiem paralvsed in most
parts of the colony. they will have to
put up with pools of sullage once the
Tains $4ari i €arnest " AS 11 1S we are
in 8 low-lving area There is no place
for the water to go”. a resident said.
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Unburied carcass
Express News Service

New Deldi, July 20: Mr M
Hanurffantharao. CPM member
of the Rajya Sabha, is 72 years
old. He rose to express some
disagreement with the Congress-1
deputy leader in the Upper House
“N. K P. Salve, in the course of
arguments over the CAG report
on Thursday.

Mr. Salve raised his voice and
_called Mr. Hanumantharao an
*unburied carcass”. And he repe-
. ated himself, calling Mr. Hanu-
mantharao an “‘unburied car-
cass’’.

Mr. Dipen Ghosh, CPM Jeader,
expressed strong objections to
this when the Rajya Sabha reas-
sembled after one of the many
adjournments of the day. He de-
manded an apology. and insisted
that this shoukd go on record. The
Deputy Speaker, Mrs. Najma
Heptullah, said no abuse would
~ go on record. There was no
apology.

But the Deputy Speaker was
. emphatic in pulling up Telugu
Desam leader P. Upendra, who
referred to Mr. Salve as a “bu-
foon”. Mr. Upendra defende’
himself. It is not unparliame -
tary to call a member a Cl4
agent, but it is unpariiamentzry 10
- ¢all someone a bufoon.” he said.

Mr. Dipen Ghosh asked: “Is it
unparhamentary to call s bufoon a
bufoon
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- Crimes by Orissa co

BHUBANESHWAR. Aug 2

Notwithstanding the claim of the
Chief Minister. Mr J. B Patnaik that
dhe cnmc rate in the state had reg-
stered & dechne, the number of
<nimes in which the police themselves
have been involved hay shown s
sharp risc. While the Siate Home
Department. pieads 10 having no
scparate figuses, a cursony glance at
the news reports over the last nine
years tell 3 macabre ston.

Under Mt Pamaih's  regime.
pdhcemen have displaved a strange

rstality as far as their involhvement
in crime goes. It ranges from murder

in police custody 10 petty theft cases
and rendering assistance 1o drug ped-
lars.

The most disquicting deve ent
has been the atutude of the police 1o
crime. None other than the Director-

General of Police in a statement 10 a
Bombay weekly. declared that “rapc
5 no manifestation of crime”.

By the Chief Minister's own admis-
sion. four rape cases were registcred
ﬂgggnst policemen between March
1 and January 1987. The most
sensational rape case by a policeman
occurred in December 1988, A thana
offices. was charged with raping a
minor girl inside a Bhubaneswar
police station It was largely due to

the personal Mnitiative of the Bhu-
baneswar SP, Mr §. N. Swain. who
acted on the basis of a petition. that
the truth was brought 1o light. In an
unprecedented move the Orissa High
Court cancelled the bail order of a
Jower court taking the case suo moto.

While sexual abuse still remains a
favouritc pastime of the Orissa
police, murder in police custody 100
15'not uncommon. In 1987. Subal
Polei (35) of Dimburguds village in
Udala block of Mayurbhan; ‘district
was allegedly beaten 1o death by a
sub-inspector and two constables in
custody. When the enraged villagers
mobbed the police station an inquiry
commission was setup which indicted
the three policemen. In another case,

!a suvengr Kasia Nayak was re-

portedly beaten brutally in the cus-
tody at the Puﬁsth:t police station of
Cuttak. Kasia died on the way to
hospital. Two police officers were
senienced 1o cight years rigorous
imprisonment by the court. .
Alt there is no organised
cnme in Orissa. the policemen have
taken it upon themselves 10 fill the
gap Allegations of protestion rack-
€1s. extorion from pettv traders and
villagers are galore. In a sleepy hitle
hamlet of Serango in Ganjam dis-
tnct, the policemen of the local

o)

ps on the rise

police station had cultnated the hat
of extorting mones at regular inter.
vals from a tribal family  When the
poor family began to protest, thes
were subjected (o constant toriure
and humiliation

While the lower ranking policemen
seem 10 specialise in petty cnmes a
police officer of the state IPS cadre
was recently charged with demanding
and accepting dowry from his in.
laws. His wife was being harassed by
him for not having brought sufficient
dowry. The officer was placed undcr
$ nsion

$ recently as in July last. police.
men belonging to a Thana of Pur
fown manhandled the family of a
ruling party MLA The polscemen 1t
was found, were drunk According 10
the FIR filed by Padma Lochan
Panda, the Congress-1 MLA. the
policemen also robbed his family of
gold ormaments and cash

Policemen are also not above petn
stealings. Recently. a case came 10
hight where two policemen in Bhu.
bancswar were caught redhanded by
the public while stealing fish from
loaded truch The public admini..
tered their own justice before hand-
ing them over 1o their fellow
policemen



NEW DELHI, July 16 (PTI): Indian

u:;yud leprosy inc-
dence data from four continents have
findings that
leprosy with

scientists who

T previense o

]

levels have rich rescrves of fossil
fucks.

Au snalysis of the distribution of
fossil fucls and leprosy endemic areas
in India, 3 along the cast
of cor-

1
i
i

cant deposits of fossil fucls, the re-
searchers said.

The scientists, however, said de-
ite widcspread soil-borne  infec-
tons, the actual manifestation of the
disease on other factors Like
th. immunity of the infected person
and the duration of the exposure.
According 10 the researchers, prac-
tices like foroed segregation and
custering of leprosy patients and on
sanguinity among them he maintain
3 geoetic susceptibility to the diseasc.
India, this has in
adu and
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y eme in humans dring

microbiologists believe
that the new theory could also explam
the genesis of leprosy in human
mﬁliom. Although the disease has
around for centuries, is ongin in
bumans has remained hfltly unex-
pla‘aed.
The rescarchers say that the discase
the carly
ena of dvilisation when estensive land

ifi- cultivation led to long exposures 10

the soil and
soil-to-humas infections.

The dramatic disappearance of lep-
rosy from Europe around the 716th
century roughly coincides with the
industrial revolution followed by s
drift of population from agriculture 10
todustry

a route for

At 3 global level, it is estimated that
sbout two-thirds of leprosy cases arnse
without any history of contact, the

“The weight of all this evidenc ts..
too t and compelling” to think
that there are more vanables than
contact alone, they said.
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Some -way to cure!

THE death of 19 new-born babies at the Calcutta-Medical |

College Hospital last week has oncg again exposed the
shocking state of negligence. maladministration and callous-
ness that prevails in our pub'ic hospitals. The babies” deaths
were tragically unnecessary - they died not for want of
sophisticated equipment nor because of congenital discase.
but because of criminal carelessness and apathy : they were
killed by infections contracted in a filthy ward. where even
thhe basic minimum rules of hygience were not obsened.
. The scenario is a familiar one ~ two patients forced to
-share one bed: others Iving on dirty sheets on floors that ha¢
not been swabbed for dayvs: unsterilised instruments and
towels. and operation theatres infected with tetanus spores.
The Calcurta tragedv. M fact. is but the latest in a long
catalogue of horror stories from public hospitals all over the
country ~ healthy limbs amputated “bv -mistake”. live
patients dumped in the morgue. surgical instruments left in
patients’ bodies. stray dogs and cats mauling infants in public
wards. Added to all this is the sordid nexus between health
aythorities. politicians and manufacturers of spurious and
substandard drugs. which was exposed by Justice Lentin
aftigr 14 patients died in 1986 at Bombav's J.J. Hospital.
where they were given contaminated glveerol. Of course. she
VIP patients in public hospitals - politicians and bureaucrats
- bave never experienced the appalling conditions in the
public wards. Is it any wonder. then. that if from time 1o time
a few poor patients dic as a result of official callousness and
neglect the Gievernrhent isn't bothered enough to undertake
the. kind of d.astic revamping of the public health svstem.
whi_cf.qmighi prevent such tragedies from’occurring again and’
agan.’

.

Tz explanation offered

{ the Superintendent of

{cutta h%gdxcal College and
1 Hcspital for the des
{ new

of 19
m babies only ex-
poses the criminal callous-
ness of cilurtuf)-called healu:

stem. Not for a momen
fvym be persuadtgg

ward

were “natural”,
Reports of babies being
eaten up by dogs, and other
equally horrendous events,
have so far been ¢ to
hospitals in the districts, but
it would now apgenr that
West Bengal's cf ospitals,
run by thedLeﬁ nt ('}Jov-
ernment and supervised by a
Minister who boasts of hav-
rooted out corruptio

officials were trying to exp-
lsin away the deaths, junior
doctors and nurses came up
with not so startling evidence
of overcrowding in the

nursing staff and the absence
of hygienic conditions.

The deaths are bound to
create panic among expec-
abje 1o afford the Toxuiry
a o o

rivate nursing homm;