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ABSTRACT

In 1990, a survey was conducted of students at
Miami-Dade Community College (M-DCC) to determine their perceptions
of their high school preparation for college. The survey was
distributed to a 5% random sample of English classes. Surveys were
returned from 502 students in 26 of the 31 sampled classes for a
response rate of 84%. A comparison with findings from a simiiar study
conducted in 1982 revealed no significant differences in student
perceptions of their high school preparation. Major findings of the
study were as follcws: (1) on questions designed to assess students'
level of commitment to educational goals, 43.6% of the respondents
indicated that they had not studied ~ great deal in high schaol; over
70% said they usually studied for tests, handed in reports/papers on
time, and did their homework; slightly more than one-third said they
dad a special time and place to do their homework; 54% participated
in extracurricular activities; 25.1% indicated that they picked easy
courses in high school; and 84.9% planned to attend M-DCC for at
least 2 years; (2) on questions focusing on students' perceptions of
their high school performance, 54% said their courses were easy for
them, 54.6% said they received mostly A's and B's in high school,
39.4% reported receiving mostly C's and D's, and 55% felt ready for
college when they graduated from high school; (3) in terms of the
academic demands made by treir high school, 30.9% said they rarely
had to do their homework a. home, 69.3% indicated that they had not
read 50 pages per week, only 22.7% indicated that they used the
library more than 10 times to obtain information, 10.8% indicated
that they had no essay exaws in high school, 44.6% felt they had not
learned to study in high school; (4) less than one fourth of the
respondents indicacted that they would do everything in the same way
if they could do their high school years over; and (5) only 39%
agreed that their high school courses prepared them for a job, Jjust
over one-half felt high school prepared them for college, and less
than one-half agreed that high school prepared them to be an adult.
Responses of remedial_ students are compared with those of students in
college-level courses. The survey irstrument and student comments are
included. (JMC)
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High School Ffreparation As Viewed By
Students in Miz~i{-Dade Community College
English Classes

Introduction

Eight years ago, Losak, Schwartz, and Morris (1982) surveyed
academically underprepared students in Miami-Dade Community Coll¢ge (M-DCC)
English classes regarding their perceptions of their high school preparation
for college. The authors were concerned with the simultaneous increase in
the demands of the marketplace for skilled employees and the decrease in the
level of preparedness of students entering college. The serious nature of
this situation, on a national level, was described in the Presidential

Commission report A Nation at Risk (1983). The authors were also concerned

about the impact of newly formed state policies of mandatory entry- and
exit~level testing on the "open door" philosophy of the college. Within
this context, the objectives of their study were:

1) to obtain a clearer picture of the level of high
school preparation for students who were in developmen-
tal courses at M-DCC; 2) to ascertain the views of
developmental students regarding their own high school
preparation; 3) to ascertain which skills these students
perceive as needing more emphasis in their high school
preparation; 4) to gain irformation so that M-DCC and
Dade County high school personnel could work together to
improve student preparation prio- to their entry into
postsecondary education (p. 2).

In tuis study it was reported that in the Fall of 1981, about
5,850 new students wrote the Comparative Guidance and Placement Program
(CGP) entry-level placement test. The reading subtest was failed by 447 of
the students, the writing subtest was failed by 407 of the students, and the
computation subtest was failed by 427 of the students. Tn all, 707 fell
below the cutscore on at least one subtest, and were required to enroll in
at least one college preparatory course. This figure has shown little
change over the last ten yeais (Einspruch, 1990). Similarly, Belcher

(1990a) reported little change in the performance of recent high school




graduates over the past five years, with about 60% of the students failing

at least one subtest.

Given little change in the basic skills level of entering students
and the continued increase in the demands of the workplace, thc issues that
were relevant at the time of the Losak, et al., study are even more pressing
today. Therefore, the present study was conducted to see what changes, if
any, have occurred in students' perception of their high schocl preparation
for college. The original survey was modified only slightly for the present
study, so that comparative data could be generated. Since the previous
study was limited in that it only surveyed academically underprepared
students, the scope of the present study wae expanded by surveving students
in college~level English classes as well as students in college preparatory

English classes.
Method

After review by members of Institutional Research and the Acadermic
Deans, the original survey was modified slightly (a copy of the survey is
provided in Appendix A). The survey was distributed to 2 five percent
random sample of English classes stratified by cumpus and course number.
The survey was distributed and collected by the Testing Divectors, and the
data were entered and analyzed by members of Institutional Research.
Demographic information was obtained from the demographic research fiie
(IRS40), and test scores were obtained from the test master recora file
(TMR) . For those students who completed ths survey irn a college-level
English course, test scores we-ce used to distinguish between students who
entered college academically prepared or underprepared. Items were grouped
by general issues, and tables were produced that resemble the tables in the
1982 report so that a comparison between the two reports may be made,
Consistent with the 1982 report, students from non-Dade County high schools
and students earning a high school equivalent diploma (G.E.D.) were excluded
from the comparisons by ethnic group, gender, age, and type of course in

which the survey was completed.
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Comparfson to the 1982 Survey

One major finding of this study is simple: given the information
provided by the twe surveys, student perceptions of their high school
preparation for college have changed very little over the nine year inter-
val. While some minor differences between the two sets of results may be
found, these are so small that they may be due to chance alone. All in all,

the findings fron the two studies are indeed remarkably similar.

Results

Surveys were returned from 26 of the 31 classes to which they were
distributed, representing an 847 response rate. A total of 502 surveys were
returned. While this is about the same number as surveyed in the 1982
project, only 57 of respondents in the present study completed the survey in
a college preparatory course. However, an additional 227 students who
completed the survey i. a college-level course also began their matricula-
tion by failing at least one of the FL-MAPS entry-level subtests (and were
therefore required to enroll in college preparatory course work). fhus, a
total of 284 resrondents began their college work as academically under-
prepared students. Forty-seven of the respondents did not enter their
~tudent number, and demographic information was therefore not avaiiable for
these students. The following tables detail responses for the entire
group, and also include ccmparisons between ethnic groups, gender, type of
high school from which respondents graduated, age groups, and level of
course in which students completed the survey. The last comparison will be
discussed in this section. Interested readers may examine the tables for

further results.

Table 1 details the demographic distributions of the students
completing the survey. The figures in this table are only scmewhat similar
to those appearing in the Fall Profile for 1989 (Belcher, 1990b) first-time-
in-college students, and therefore suggest that caution should be used in
generalizing from the sample to the student body at large. In particular,
White non-Hispanics and females were under-represented, while students who

graduated from outside Dade County were over-represented. As m™-ntioned




earlier, these non-Dade County graduates are excluded from many of the
analyses. Fifteen percent of the respondents were White non-Hispanic, 197
were Black non-Hispanic, and 537 were Hispanic. Males account d for 39% of
the respondents, while 487 werec female. Fifty-four percent of the respon-
dents had graduated from Dade County public high schools, 9% had graduated
from Dade County private high schools, 197 had graduated from high schools
outside of Dade County, and 97 had earned a high school equivalent diploma
(G.E.D.). Hal® of the respondents were twenty years of age or older, and
37% were under wenty years of age. Sixteen percent of the respondents
completed the survey in a college preparatory course, 627 completed the
survey in a college-level course (and had failed at least one FIL-MAPS
subtest), and 22% completed the survey in a college-level course (and had
passed all FL-MAPS subtests). (These totals may not add to 1007 due to
missing data.)

Perception of Personal Commitment to Educational Goals and Tasks

Table 2 details the responses to the twelve items that related to
this issue. Of the total group of respondents, about one-fourth agreed that
they picked easy courses in high school, and one-third or less agreed that
they had a special time or place for doing homework. About half of the
total group of respondents agreed that they studied a lot or enjoyed reading
books in their spare time, and about one-half agreed that they participated
in extra-curricular events sponsored by their high school. Three quarters
or more of the respondents agreed that they usually studied for tests,
usually handed in reports or papers on time, usually did their homework,
mostly had friends who were planning to go to college, and plan to attend
M-DCC at least two years. Two items in this section required students to
rank their three top responses (Items 42 and 43). There was a low response
rate for these items, which was further complicated by students incorrectly
marking the survey, rendering their answers unusable. Most of the students
who provided usable responses indicated that requirements for graduation
helped them to decide which courses to take in high school, and that they
would recommend to tenth graders that they take courses which will be used

in college.
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Students who completed the survey in a college-level course and
who had also passed the FL-MAPS typically iadicated better student behaviors
than students who entered college academically underprepared. In particu-
lar, they usually studied for tests (757 vs. 587%), usually handed in reports
on time (93% vs. 86%), usually did their homework (847 vs. 70%), mostly had
friends who were planning co attend college (897 wvs. 81%7), and plan to
attend M-DCC for at least two years (947 vs. 817). These students also
recommended that tenth graders take courses that will be used in college
(24%), keep trying even when it looks like you might not make it (10%), take
English courses which require regular writing (87), and take mathematics
courses beyond arithmetic (87). Interestingly, students who compleced the
survey in a college preparatory course (44%) were more likely to agree that
they had a special time where they did their homework than students in a
college level course who had passed all three FL-MAPS subtests (257).

Perception of Academic Performance in High School

Table 3 details the responses to items that addressed this issue.
Of the entire group of respondents, only one-fourth agreed that they took
easy courses in high school. About half of the respondents agreed that
their grades in high school were usually A's and B's, thought their courses
were easy, and that they were ready for college vhen they graduated from
high school. Three-fourths or more of the respondents agreed that they
usually did their homework and ttat they usually handed in reports or

papers on time.

A greater percentage of the students who completed the suxvey in a
college-level course ani who had passed the FL-MAPS than students who
completed the survey in a college preparatory course agreed that they
usually handed in reports and papers on time (93% vs. 86%), usually did
their homewort (84% vs. 70%), earned A's and B's (637 vs. 447%), and believed
they were ready for college when they graduated (&0% vs. 497%). In contrast,
65% of the students in a college preparatory course said their courses were
easy for them, compared to 587 of the students who has passed all three

FL-MAPS subtests.
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Perception of Academic Demands Made bv Hiech School

Table 4 details the results related to this issue. Only half of
the total group of respondents agreed that they were ready to go to college
when they graduated. Less than one-third agreed that they hardly ever had
to do homework at home, Only eleven percent agreed .hat their work re-
quired fifty pages of reading each week. About one-fourth of the group
indicated that in high school they used the library three to five times for
information, while another one-fourth indicated they used it more than ten
times. About half of the respordents indicated that they had to write
reports or papers once or twice a month, while only one-fourth indicated
that they had to write reports or papers once or twice a year. Again, about
one-fourth of the respondents took essay exams in high school once or twice,

while another one-fourth took essay exams three to five times.

Students who completed the survey in a college-level course end
who had passed the FL-MAPS did not agree as often as students in a college
preparatory course that they hardly ever had to do homework at home (30% vs.
467) , but agreed more often that they were ready for college when they
graduated (607 vs. 497). These students also had to use the library and

write reports or papers more often than the less prepared students.

Perception of Academic Agsistance Provided by the High School

Table 5 details the results related to this issue. Less than
one-fourth of the total group of respondents agreed that if they could do
their high school years over, they would do everything the same way. Also,
less than one-fourth agreed that their high school informed them of which
courses to take for college. About one-third agreed that they learned how
to study in high school, which has helped them in college. About ocae-third
also agreed that if they could do their high school years over, they would
take courses which required more homework. Also, about one-third s+ated
that they have ways the high school could have better prepared them for
college (responses to this item are discussed more fully below). About half
of the respondents agreed that 1if they could do their high school years
over, they would take more science courses and take courses which require
more reading. Around two-thirds of the respondents agreed that they were

able to get help at school if they needed it. Also, about two thirds
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agreed that if they could do their high school years over, they would take a
foreign language course Three-fourths of the respondents agreed that if
they could do their high school years over, they would take more mathematics
courses, take more English courses, take English courses which require more

writing, and read more.

Students who completed the survey in a college preparatory course
agreed more often than students who had passed all three FL-MAPS subtests
that they were able to get help in school if they needed it (777 vs. 557),
and that they learned how to study in high school (407 vs. 297). They also
agreed that if they could do their high school years over they wculd take
courses which require more homework (547 vs, 217), take more English (867
vs. 50%), mathematics (847% vs. 637), science (337 vs. 347), and foreign
language courses (75% vs. 547), anc¢ take courses which require more writing
{887 vs. 637). Respondents in a college preparatory class were more likely
than students who had passed the FL-MAPS to disagree that ii they could do
their high school years over they would do them the same way (657 vs. 45%).

Perception of Skill Attained From the High School Experience

Table 6 detazils the responses to the items which deal with this
issue. Only 397 of the respondents agreed that their high school ccurses
prepared them for a job, just over one-half agreed that their high school
courses prepiared them for college, and less than one-half agreed that their

high school courses prepared them to be an adult.

Students who completed the survey in a ccllege-level course and
who passed the FL-MAPS agreced more often than studoents who entered college
academically underprepared that their high school courses prepared them for
a job (467 vs. 337) and to go to college (647 vs. 51%). These Lwo groups
had almost equal percentages (about [0Z) stating that their high school
course prepared them to be ar adult, compared to only 387 of those complet-
ing the survey 1n a college level .ourse but who had failed at least one

FL-MAPS subtest.



Perception of Academic Assistance Provided by M-DCC

Of the ctotal group of respondents, only one-third agreed that
they would do better it -DCC if their teachers would go slower. Almost
two-thirds agreed that basic skills courses have helped them (the fact that
almost half of those whe had passed the FL-MAPS agreed with this item
suggests that they may have thought of something other than college prepara-
tory courses when they answered this item). Almest ninety percent of the

respondents agreed that they would recommend HM-DCC to their friends.

Students who completed the survey in a college preparatory course
agreed more than students who completed the st ey in a college level course
that they would do better if their teachers would go slower (4.7 vs., 34%),
and that basic skills courses have helped them (75% vs. 43%). Both groups

stated that they woulo recommend M-DCC to their friends (over 85%7).

Percention of Academic Performance at M-DCC

0f the total group of respondents, two-thirds agreed thac they
are better students now chan they were in high school, and one-half agreed
that they do not mind taking basic skills courses. About two thirds of the
students completing the survey in a college prepar-tory course agreed that
they are a better student than they were in high school, which was similar
to the percentage in a college level ¢~ e who agreed. While 617 of the
college preparatorv students agreed at they do not mind taking basic
skills courses, oniy 53% of student in a coliege level course who falled one
FL-MAPS subtest agreed to this item, and only 34~ 1 a college level course

who passed the FL-MAPS agreed to this 1tem.

Student Perceptions of How High School Could Have Better

Prepared Them for College

The last item on the sutvey asked students if they had any sugges-
tiors for ways in which high school could have better prepared them for
college. These comments are summarized - Appendix B, and a sample of
comments is detailed verbav.. in Appendix C. There were several recurring
themes in the student comments. Students who completed the survey in a
college preparatory English class said chat they should have been provided

with more writing assignments, received more attention, been better prepared

e 13

9




for the expectations of coilege, and had help in impruving study habits.
They also suggested that teachers have higher demands and expectations of
students. Students who completed the survey in a college-level FEnglish
course felt that they shouid have been required to do more reading and
wricing, that they should have been better prepared and informed at st what
to expect in college, and that they should have been required to take more
mathematics courses. They also telc that educators need to develop a
positive and serious attitude towards education and to impress the impor-
tance of this aititude upon students. In addition, they felt the need to
improve their study habits, and io have more contact with (and guidance
from) their counseiors. In sum, students were concerned about the differ-
ence between the demands ot high school and college, and felt chat they
should have beeu expected tc do better im high school. They also saw the
need tor wore communication between the college and high school, so that

they would be better informed about how to prepare for coilege.

Conclusion

The 1982 survey ot high school preparution as viewed by academi-
cally underprepared students was conducted by Losak, Schwartz, and Morris
in response to concerns regarding the low level of academic sk‘'ll possessed
by students entering M-DCC. The researchers felt the need for more empiri-
cal data, as well as closer cooperation between M-DCC and DCPS. The results
of the 1982 study indicated that students felt that too little was expected
of them 1n high school, that they did not study a lot, that thev picked
easy courses, and that they did not feel ready for college when they gradu-
ated. Citing in addition that many studer s who do not plan to enter
college while in high school later change their wmind and decide to matr’czu-
late, the authors conclude that, "It can only be to the benefit of the
student, the high school, the college, and society in general to insist on
the acquisition of those necessary skills that will permit the student at a

later time to move effectively into postsecondary education” (p. 24).

The results of the present study, as weil as studies of the

results entry-level assessment, show little change over the vears. Many
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students continue to leave high school and arrive at M=-DCC academically

underprepared, and to feel that the lLigh school experience was not demanding
enough. Even those students who entered ¥M-DCC adequately prepared felt that
their high school experience could have been more valuable. Given the rate
at which the demands of the marketrlace are increasing vis~a-vis the i1ate of
change of student level of preparedness, it remains timely to call for
higher expectations of high school students, closer cooperation between the
college and the high schools, and greater participation of the community at

large.
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Table 1

A Demographic Profile of the Survey Sample

Demographic Subgroup* Number Percent

Ethnic
White Non~Hispanic 55 15
Black Non-Hiepanic 69 19
Hispanic 187 53
Unknown 47 13
Males 141 39
Females 176 48
Unknown 47 13

Type of High School

Dade County Public High School Graduates 273 54

Dade County Private High School Graduates 44, 9

Non--Dade County High

Schnol Graduates 97 19

Yigh School Equivalent 41 9

Unknown 47 9
Age

70 and Older 183 50

Under 20 134 37

Unknown 47 13
Course

College Preparatory 57 16

College Level (Failed FL-MAPS) 227 62

College Level (Passed FIL-MAPS) 80 22
Total 502 100

*Some totals do not add to 1007 since non-Dade County high school
graduates are excluded from subgroup analyses except for "Type of
High School." Demographic information wa. not available for the 47
respondents who did not provide their student number.
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Table 2

Perception of Personal Compritment to Educational Goals and Tasks

Type of High School Fram Age of

Ethrdcity Gender Which Student Graduated Respondent Course in Wdch Survey Was Completed
vhite Black Dade Dade Non-
Non- Noo- Comty County Dade 20 and  Under College College Level College Level
Total Hiepanic Hispanic Hispanic  Males Females Public Private County Older 20 Preparatory (Fajled FL-MAPS) (Passed FL-MAPS)
Responge (502) ( 55 ( 69 (1870 (141)  (176) (273)  « 44) (9 (183) (134) (5N (227 ( 80)
Questions Choice 1007 15% 197 533 392 487 547 9% 192 02 37 16% 62% 227 l
Question 1: St ongly Agree/
I studied a lot  Auree 45.4 23.6 66.7 33.2 27.0 48,3 38.5 4.9 66.0 42.1 34.3 43.9 36.6 42.5
Strongly Disagree/
Disagree 43.6 69.1 27.5 50.3 58.9 40.3 48.4 50.0 3.9 46.4 51.5 43.9 50.7 45.0
Undecided 9.8 7.3 5.8 14.4 11.3 il.4 11.7 9.1 3.1 10.4 12.7 12.3 11.5 10.0 i
Not Appicable 0.6 - - 1.6 2.1 - 1.1 - - 0.5 1.5 - 0.4 2.5 |
No Response 0.6 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - - 0.5 - - 0.9 -
Question 3: Strongly Agree/
1 usually Agree 72.7 65.5 78.3 69.0 38.9 80.7 69.2 81.8 84.5 71.6 70.1 57.9 70.9 75.0
studied for
tests b4 Strongly Disagree/
Disagree 18.3 27.3 13.0 19.8 28.4 11.9 2.5 11.4 10.3 17.5 21.6 26.3 19.4 18.8
Undecided 8.2 7.3 8.7 10.2 11.3 7.4 9.5 6.8 5.2 10.4 7.5 15.8 8.4 6.3
Not Applicable 0.2 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - - - 0.7 - 0.4 -
No Response 0.6 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - - 0.5 - - 0.9 -
43 Strongly Agree/
T usually handed Agree 83.7 83.6 82.6 8.6 77.3  92.0 85.7 84.1 85.6 88.5 81.3 8.0 81.5 92.5
In am‘ :mmt; Strongly Disagree/
pep Disagree 10.0 10.9 11.6 7.5 12.8 5.7 9.2 6.8 9.3 7.1 11.2 7.7 11.9 5.0
Undecided 5.2 5.5 5.8 4.8 9.2 1.7 4.4 9.1 4.1 3.8 6.7 7.0 5.3 2.5
M. - Applicable 0.4 - - 0.5 - 0.6 0.4 - - - 0.7 - 0.4 -
No Response 0.8 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - 1.0 0.5 - - 0.9

Mdsted under more chan one table.
**Same totals do not add to 100% since nonDade Camty high school graduates are excluded from eubgroup analyses except for "Type of High School."
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Table 2
(contimed)

Perception of Personal Commitment to Educational Goals and Tasks

Type of High School Froa Age of
Echndcity Gender vhich Student Graduated Respondent Course in Which Survey Was Completed
vhite Black Dade  Dade Noo—
Noo— Non- Comty Coumty Dade 20 ad  Under College College level College level
Total Hispanic Rispenic Hispanic  Males Females  Public Private Comty COlder 20 Preparatory (Failed FLMAPS) (Passed FL-MAPS)
Responge (502) ( 55) ( 69) 137 (141)  (176) (213) (a4 (9 (183) (134) (57 2 ( 80)
Questions Choice 1007 112 147 37 28% 35 547 97 192 36% 7% 112 45% 16%
ion 5: Strongly Agree/
I umually did Agree 76.9 €0.0 84.1 75.9 61.0 8.9 75.1 77.3 87.6 74.9 76.1 70.2 7.8 83.7
my hovesork Strongly Disagree/
Disagree 14.3 34.5 11.6 11.8 26.1 8.5 16.1 11.4 8.2 16.4 14.2 2.8 18.1 7.5
Undecided 7.8 5.5 4.3 10.7 12.8 4.5 8.1 9.1 4.1 8.2 8.2 7.0 8.4 8.7
Not Applicable 0.4 - - 1.1 1.4 - 0.4 2.3 - - 1.5 - 0.9 -
No Response 0.6 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - - 0.5 - - 0.9 -
Question 73 Strongly Agree/
I had a special  Agree 35.9 23.6 46.6 3¥%.4 28.4 42,0 36.3 %0 433 36.6  35.1 38.6 3.8 31.3
m‘ ka Strongly Disagree/
Disagree 43.8 43.6 40.6 42,2 45.4 40.3 42.9 40.9 42.3 44,8 39.6 45.6 42.3 48.7
Undecided 12.2 25.5 8.7 12.8 17.7 10.8 13.2 18.2 8.2 11.5 17.2 14.0 13.2 13.7
Not Applicable 1.4 5.5 4.3 8.0 1.1 6.8 7.0 6.8 6.2 6.6 7.5 1.8 8.4 6.3
No Responge 0.8 1.8 - 0.5 1.4 - 0.7 - - 0.5 0.7 - 1.3 -
ion 8: Strongly Agree/
T had a special  Agree 34.5 20.0 4.6 0.5 9.8 3.4 31.9 27.3 49.5 339 276 43.9 29.1 25.0
time when 1 did Strongly Di /
e Disagree 48.6 58.2 [7R4 49.7 51.8 49.4 50.2 52.5 38.1 41.0 55.2 40.4 51.1 6l.2
Undecided 11.8 21.8 10.1 12.3 11.3 14.8 12.8 15.9 10.3 14,2 11,9 14.0 11.9 11.2
Not Applicable 4.6 - 2.9 7.0 6.4 3.4 4.8 4.5 2.1 4.4 5.2 1.6 7.0 2.5
No Response 0.6 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - - 0.5 - - 0.9 -
Question 9: Strorgly Agree/
1 participated in Agree 54.0 41.8 65.2 55.6 50.4  59.1 54.6 9.1 &9 59.6  49.3 50.9 53.7 56.3
extra-curriailar Strongly Disagree/
¥ Di 32.3 47.3 24.6 0.5 35.5 29.5 32.6 29.5 25.8 26.8 39.6 36.8 33.0 31.3
by my high school e
Undecided 6.0 5.5 7.2 4.8 8.5 2.8 5.5 4.5 5.2 4.9 6.0 5.3 5.3 5.0
Not Applicable 6.6 5.5 1.4 8.6 5.0 8.0 6.6 6.8 3.1 7.7 5.2 5.3 7.0 7.5
No Response 1.2 - 1.4 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.7 - 2.1 1.1 - 1.8 0.9 -

*isted under vore than one table.

**Sape totals do not add to 1007 gince non-Dade County high school graduates are excluded from subgroup analyses except for '"Type of Righ School.”
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Table 2
(cont inued)

Perception of Personal Caxdtment vo Educational Goals and Tasks

Type of High School Fram Age of
Ethrdcity Gexder which Student Graduated Respondent Course in Which Smvey Was Campleted
White Black Dade  Dade Non-
Yo Non- Comty County Dade 20 and  Under College College Level College Level
Total Hispanic Hispanic Hispan’'c  Males Famales Public Private Camty Older 20 P+ ratory (Failed FL-MAPS) (Passed FL-MAS)
Response (502) ( 55) ( 69) 187 (141)  (176) (272)  (48) (@) 183  (134) . 57) (2271 ( 80)
Questions (holce 100% uz 147 kY24 287 352 547 9 197 36% 277 11% 45% 162
on 12: Strongly Agree/
I enjoyed reading Agree 42.2 2.1 3.8 35.8 2.0 4.3 37.4 15.9 64,9 30.6 39.6 28.1 37.9 32.5
books in spare
time w Strongly Disagresz/
Disagree 41.2 47.3 46.4 47.1 55.3  40.9 44.3 65.9  26.8 50.8 42,5 43.9 43.2 52.5
Undecided 13.3 20.0 15.9 14.4 17.0 14.2 15.0 18.2 6.2 16.4 14.2 28.1 14.5 11.2
Not Applicable 2.6 3.6 2.9 2.1 5.0 0.6 2.9 - 2.1 1.6 3.7 - 3.5 3.7
o Response 0.6 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - - 0.5 - - 0.9 -
{,  Xuestion 15: Strongly Agree/
I\' I picked easy Agree 25.1 22.3 13.0 33.2 28.4 26.7 26.7 1.8 22.7 26.0  32.1 22.8 26.9 2.7
: clcmules“: :ke Strorgly Dissgree/
high achool Disagree 58.0 63.6 72.5 50.8 55.3  60.2 58.6 54.5  S4.6 61.7 53.0 61.4 55.% 68.8
Underided 9.4 5.5 13.0 11.2 11.3 9.7 11.0 6.8 6.2 1.5 9.0 12.3 11.9 2.5
Not Applicable 6.8 1.8 1.4 4.3 3.5 3.4 2.9 6.8 16.5 2.2 5.2 3.5 4.4 5.0
Yo Response 0.8 1.8 - 0.5 1.4 - 0.7 - - 0.5 0.7 - 1.3 -
estion 16 Strongly Agree/
Most of my Agree 78.7 70.9 82.6 86.6 80.9  85.2 82.4 8.6 78.4 8.2 8.6 80.7 78.9 88.7
friends were
plaming on Strongly Disagree/
going to college Disagree 12.0 18.2 11.6 6.4 11.3 8.0 9.2 11.4 14.4 9.3 9.7 14.0 9.3 3.7
Undecided 7.2 9.1 4.3 6.4 7.1 5.7 7.3 - 3.1 4.4 9.0 5.3 9.7 7.5
Nt Applicable 1.4 1.8 1.4 - - 1.1 0.7 - 3.1 0.5 0.7 - 1.3 -
No Nesponse 0.8 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - 1.0 0.5 - - 0.9 -
Misted under more than one table.
#*Sane totals do not add to 1002 since non-Dade Camty high school graduates are exclided from subgroup analyses except for "Type of High School.”
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Table 2
(cont inued)

Perceptlon of Peraomal Comitment to Educational Goals and Tasks

Type of High School Fram Age of

Ettmicity Gender which Student Graduated Respondent Caurse in Which Suxvey Was Canpleted
vhite Black Dade  Dade Nor-
Noa- Noo- Coarty County  Dade 20 and  Under College College Level College Level
Total lispanic Hispanic Hispanic  Males Females Public Private Camty Older 20 Prersiatory (Falled FI-MAPS) (Passed FL-MAPS)
Response (502) ( 55) ( 69) (1870 (141)  (i76) (273) (44) (@25 (183) (134) (57 2n ( 80)
Questions Chofce 1002 ¥4 147 37 2% 35% 547 9% 197 36% 27 17 &L 16%
Question 21: Strongly Agree/
1 plan to attend Agree 84.9 87.3 84.1 83.8 85.1 .8 87.9 8.4 82.% 88.5 86.6 80.7 85.5 93.8
Miard-Dede for
at least two Strongly Disazree/
years Disagree 5.0 7.3 4.3 2.7 5.0 2.8 3.7 4.5 8.2 3.8 3.7 5.3 4.0 2.5
Undecided 7.2 3.6 11.6 5.9 7.1 6.3 6.6 6.8 4.1 7.1 6.0 12.3 7.5 3.7
Not Applicable 2.6 1.8 - 2.1 2.1 1.1 1.5 2.3 5.2 - 3.7 1.8 2.2 -
No Response 0.4 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - - 0.5 - - 0.9 -
.'.. 43: Requirements for
\IJ' Vhat helped you  Craduation 25.7 %0.0 17.4 32.1 2.5 3.1 2.7 3.1 15.5 32.7 2.9 21.1 25.5 46,2
declde wpon your o oo which
high ’d,;‘”l wouldn't be too
courses: hrd 2.6 3.6 1.4 2.7 3.5 L7 2.9 - 21 22 3.0 3.5 3.5 -
Atvice from your
guudance counselor 3.6 - 5.8 4.8 5.0 4.0 4.4 4.5 2.1 5.5 3.0 1.8 3.5 6.3
Suggestions fram
yor friends 0.8 3.6 - 0.5 0.7 1.1 0.4 4.5 - - 2.2 - 1.3 -
Yox desire to
prepare for some—
thing after high
school 16.7 16.4 11.6 17.6 14.2 17,0 14.7 2.7 134 4.8  17.2 12.3 16.3 17.5
The name of
the course if
it sounded
interesting 0.6 - - - - - - - 1.0 - - - - -
Other 1.4 - 1.4 0.5 1.4 - 0.7 - 3.1 0.5 0.7 3.5 0.4 1.2
No Response 48.6 36.4 62.3 41,7 49.6 42,0 47.3 .1 62.9 4.3 41.0 57.9 49.3 28.7

*isted urder more than one table,
*Some totals do not add to 1007 since non-Dade (umty high school graduates are excluded from subgroup analyes except for "Type of High School."
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Table 2
(continued)

Perception of Personal Conmlment to Educational Goals and Tasks

Type of High School From Age of
Ethrdeity Gender Which Student Graduated Respordent Caurse in Which Survey Was Completed
White Black Dade  Dade Nonr -
Non » Non- Camty Comty Dade 20 and  Under College College level College Level
Total Hispanic Hispenic Hispanic  Males Females Pblic Private Camty Older 20 Preparatory (Failed FLAPS) (Passed FL-MAPS)
Resporse (502) ( 55) ( 69) 187) 141y (176) 27y (&) (97 (183)  (134) (57 27 ( 80)
Questicns Cholce 1002 112 142 kyr4 247 352 54% k24 19 362 27 nx 45% 162
Question bu: Take courses that
what would you wiil be used in .
recomeend to college 16.3 21.8 13.0 19.8 14.2 216 18.3 18.2 12,4 2.8 149 21.1 15.9 2.7
10th grade
they can bem = Keep trying even
when 1t locks
ready for
college? like you might
ot meke it 5.6 3.6 8.7 5.9 5.0 1.4 6.2 6.8 3.1 8.2 3.7 7.0 4.4 10.0
Go to summer
school for extra
help in certain
subjects 0.8 - - 0.5 0.7 - 0.4 - - - 0.7 - 0.9 -
Make sure you