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FORWARD

The Virginia International Mathematics Assessment Project was undertaken in response to the need for high quality baseline
data on student achievement and on curriculum and instructional issues.

We live in an era of constant, rapid and dramatic changes, where tomorrow may bring about a complete alteration in the way
that people live and work. The growing dependence of our society on high technology demands new types of education and training
Jor our citizens. Thesz changes will profoundly affect the mathematics curriculum and the way in which we teach mathematics.
Recent national studies have indicated that much of the cuiriculum is outdated, overly abstract, and too theoretical.

To make intelligent decisions, however, about what changes are necessary, an assessment of mathematics education in our
State was needed. Most of the assessment devices currently being used for student achievement and curriculum evaluation pur-
poses were devised a number of years ago to serve quite different functions. We have chosen, instead, to use the design and instru-
ments of the Second International Mathematics Study (SIMS). The SIMS model provides a rich context of data within which student
outcomes can usefully be described and explained. We are grateful to the National Science Foundation for providing the necessary
support to explore the value of the SIMS model as it is useu in state educational systems.

The Study included 104 schools throughout Virginia, approximately 8000 students and over 200 teachers and principals. Most
students in the Study were in grades 8, 11 and 12. A few students, however, were classified as tenth graders. This report includes
a summary of the findings with reference to achievement, opportunity to learn, attitude and other background information on both

teachers and students. There are five technical reports that accompany this report; copies of these reports are available upon request.
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INTRODUCTION

We must put Virginia in the first
rank of states in the quality of
education...nnt because of pride,
but for the well-being of all
Virginians—and yes, because of
jobs.

Governor Gerald L. Baliles

What was the Virginia International Mathematics Assess-
ment Project (VIMAP)?

The Virginia International Mathematics Assessment Project
(VIMAP) used the methodology and findings of the Second Inter-
national Mathematics Study (SIMS) to design and carrv out a
comprehensive evaluation of the eighth and twelfth grade mathe-
matics programs in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Project
also calls for studying in detail the programs of two selected
school divisions within the Commonwealth. The resulting infor-
mation will be taken into accouut in curriculum reform activities
that are now being planned.

This project was funded by the National Science Foundation
with the expectation that it would provide other states, regions,
and school divisions with a model that they could adapt to assist
in their own assessment programs.

Rationale for VIMAP

There is widespre- 1 concern today with improving the
quality of mathematics education at the school and college levels.
Earlier in this decade, national reports such as the U. 5. Depart-
ment of Education’s Nation at Risk and the National Science
Board's Educating Americans for the Twenty-First Century pro-
vided the impetus fer such concern. More recently, Everybody
Counts and Science for All Americans offer guidelines for needed
reform. Many states have followed suit with their own programs
of upgrading education to meet the needs of an emerging high
technology society.




INTRODUCTION

Essential for all such reform efforts, however, is the need for
reliable information on program quality at present. As the
Council of Chief State School Officers has affirmed:

“High quality data are essential to the continuing mo-
mentum of education reform. The publication of data
brings educatior. to the attention of the public and
makes it an issue of enduring concern. By comparing
the performance of school, district. or state with itself
over time, or with other schools, districts, or states,

data serve to exhort, motivate or reward.”
(pagel. Position Paper Adopted by Council of Chief
State School Officers, November, 1984.)

The Second International Mathematics Study offers an in-
novative approach to assessing the status of mathematics edu-
cation at a state or district level. Furthermore, since the Second
International Mathematics Study data are now archived, com-
parative information is available for the United States, including
two provinces in Canada, several European countries and Japan.
Use of the SIMS model of program assessment at the state level
has also been made in Califc ‘nia, Oregon, lowa and Florida. In
C-nada it has been used at the provincial and school district
levels.

“ignificance of VIMAP

In the Commonwealth of Virginia, several initiatives have
been undertaken to reform mathematics education. In 1981, the
Virginia State Department of Education initiated a program
called the Standards of Learning (SOL). This program grew out
ofaBoard of Education directive for improving education through-
out the State. The program, which includes a set of objectives for
mathematics, establishes a framework for instruction in the
public schools. Subsequently. the Virginia Department of Edu-
cation has undertaken the Mathematics/Technology Curricu-

15

lum Project, designed to review the current mathematics offered
in the state and to determine needed changes in content and
emphasis as may be brought about by the changing nature of our
technological society.

There is, however, no systematic way of evaluating the
degree to which the goals of the mathematics curriculum are
being reached. Virginia has a statewide testing program at three
different levels where standardized achievement tests are used.
The results from the achievement tests alone do not provide
sufficient detailed information that is useful for making curricu-
lum decisions on a statewide basis. The SIMS replication has
helped provide the needed information for sustained curriculum
reform efforts.

Relevance of VIMAP to Long Term Goals of the Common-
wealth of Virginia

Critically important to formulating long-term goals of the
State are reliable baseline data on certain facets of its mathemat-
ics program. The information included in the SIMS reports has
already been useful in identifying major content areas and points
of emphasis as indicated from the United States data. For
example, the results from the VIMAP provide specific information
needed as the State works toward its goals to train and retrain
teachers. to teach a technologically-oriented curriculum, to
provide local school divisions with instructional materials that
are of high quality and reflect current thinking in mathematics,
and to design programs that will assist our boys and girls in
developing algorithmic thinking skills while de-emphasizing
symbolic manipulation systems.




INTRODUCTION

What was the Second International Mathematics Study
(SIMS)?

The Second International Mathematics Study (SIMS) was a
project of the International Association for the Evaluation of
Educational Achievement (IEA) that involved a survey of the
teaching and learning of mathematics in the schools of some 20
countries around the world. SIMS obtained data using national
probability samples of students (classes) from each participating
country. In particular, the achievement tests were internation-
ally aeveloped, based on a detailed anzlysis of the curriculum in
each country.

Target Populations

In SIMS, two target populations were studied:

Population A: Students who were 13 years old by the mid-

dle of the school year (eighth grade in U.S.))

Population B: Students in the terminal grade of secondary

school and who are continuingin their study of mathematics

{(in U.S., students in mathematics courses with prerequisite

of at least algebra I, Il and geometry).

For each of these target populations, random samples of
classes (two per school) were drawn and the students were ad-
ministered the tests and questionnaires. The mathematics
teacher for each class also completed several questionnaires,
including one that asked whether or not the mathematics re-
quired to respond correctly to each item on the student’s test had
been taught to the class. This information from the teachers,
called “Opportunity to Learn Data”, was very useful in helping to
explain patterns of mathematics achievement that were found in
SIMS (see, for example, the U. S. National Report on SIMS, The
Underachieving Curriculum).

The SIMS Model
The Study is based on a model that views the curriculum
from three points of view:
The intended curriculum: The mathematics that students
in target populations are jntended to know.
The implemented (taught) curriculum: The mathematics
that the students were actually taught.
The attained curriculum: The mathematics that the stu-
dents have attained or achieved.
This medel provides a rich context of data that is very useful
in explaining patterns of student achievement.

THREE ASPECTS OF A CURRICULUM

Component Level of Focus
Curriculum Intended Educational
Analysis Curriculum System
Classroom Implemented School and
Processes Curriculum Classroom
Gtudent Attained Student
Outcomes Curriculum




INTRONUCTION

What were the major findings of SIMS as reported in The
Underachieving Curriculum?

Thr: Study provided detailed data on the teaching and
learning of school mathematics in the United States from an
international perspective.

Eighth grade

¢ U.S3.achievement in arithmetic and algebra was at about the
international average. But achievement in geometr and meas-
urement was well below average, among the lowest one-fourth of
the twenty participating countries.

*  Teacher coverage of mathcmatics (called 'Opportunity-to-
Learn’) was highest in those countries having highest achieve-
ment. That is, those countries providing the greatest opportunity
to learn mathematics were those in which student achievement
was the greatest.

¢ Inthe United States there is not an eighth grade curriculum.
The Study identified four curricula that had dramatically differ-
ent mathematical content. This content ranges from grade school
arithmetic for one of the class types (remedial) to high school
freshman algebra for another. This differentiationbe(ween classes
was more dramatic than i1 any c_untry in the Study. In Japan,
for example, all junior high school students are provided the
same curriculum. In the seventh grade. in Japan, all students are
taught algebra.

¢ From an international point of view, the U. S. curriculum
has a great deal of repetition and is lean. Compared with many
other countries, the curriculum lacks challenge and vitality. For
example, it offers relatively little geometry, probability or topics
in data analysis.

Twelfth Grade

¢ At this level. only students who are “mathematics majors”
were tested. In the U. S. these were students having completed
at least two yea,l;s of algebra and one year of geometry. Neverthe-

<
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less, U. S. student achievement on the international test was
among the bottom one-fourth of all of the countries in the Study.
e The proportion of students in the United States that is
studying advanced mathematics is about average for the coun-
tries in the Study. Several countries, including, for example,
Canada (British Columbia) and Hungary, enrolled greater pro-
portions of students in advanced mathematics classes. Japan
enrolls about the same proportion of students as does the U. S.
¢  In most countries, all students who are in advanced mathe-
matics study calculus. In the U. S., only about one-third of the
advanced mathematics students enroll in calculus. (In Hungary,
all students who remain in school—about 50% of thz young
people— are expected to study advanced mathematics, including
calculus.)

How The Virginia Study was conducted
The Virginia International Mathematics Assessment Project
was carried out in three phases:

Curriculum Analysis Phase

An analysis of the mathematics curriculum was conduc*ed
for the two target populations. This curricular information was
used to assess the adequacy of the SIMS item pool for program
evaluation in Virginia.

Testing Phase

Probability samples of classes were drawn from the entire
state fo- each of the two target populations (see Appendix B for
further details). The students were tested (Attitudes and Achieve-
ment) at the end of the 1986-87 school year. Data were obtained
from teachers on "Opportunity-to-Learn”, that is the (xtent to
which the subject matter on the tests had been taught to the
students being tested.

<3
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INTRODUCTION

Analysis and Reporting Phase

The data were analyzed and preliminary reports generated
for use by classroom teachers and supervisors in Virginia and
personnel at the Virginia Department of Education. Reports were
also prepared for national and international distribution.

Schedule of Activities
The schedule below indicates the main activities of the Vir-
ginia International Mathematics Ascessment Project.
December 1984 Meeting with state supervisors
Summer 1985 NSF Proposal is funded

Fall 1985 Planning meeting for VIMAP
Curriculum Analysis is begun
Spring 1986 Curriculum Analysis is concluded
Fall 1986 Sampling plan is completed
Spring 1987 Schools contacted for testing
Spring 1987 Orientation for teachers
Data collected
Fall 1987 Data cleaned and organized for
analysis
Spring 1988 Prelinzinary reports released
Fall 1988 Analysis continue
Final report begun
Spring 1989 Final reports prepared
Fall 1989 Final reports released

Target Populations for Virginia
These populations were studicd. to correspond with those in
the international study:
Population A: All students enrolled in mathematics classes
offered at eighth grade level.
Population B: All students enro!led in mathematics classes
that have prerequisites of at least algebra 1. geometry and
algebra 11.

Both Population A and Population B were important to the
study in Virginia. CGovernor Gerald L. Baliles of Virginia ap-
pointed a Commission on Excellence in Education to make
recommendations for moving Virginia into the top rank of states
ir: the quality of education it offered. The Commission concluded
that education in the middle school grades in Virginia was not
living up to expectations nor keeping abreast of current trerndsin
society. As a result of this report, the state Department of
Education began an initiative to restructure the middle school.
Since the eighth grade is the last year of middle school, it seemed
appropriate that we assess the mathematics program and collect
data onstudent achievement, attitudes of students and teachers.
classroom processes, and the opportunity-to-learn mathemat-
ics. The SIMS model provides the framework to gather baseline
data of this nature.

Several international studies on school mathematics have
found that U. S. students at the tweifth grade level are not
achieving at the level of students in some other countries. Com-
parison of student achievermnent in Virginia to that of the United
States as a whole and with other countries make it possible to
identify areas needing change, guidelines for curriculum changes
and for inservice and preservice education.




MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Numeracy is the ability to cope
confidently with the mathematical
demands of adult life.

Mathematics Counts
(Inquiry into the teaching of mathematics in
England and Wales. 1982).

Eighth grade achievement in arithmetic is about at the international
average for the United States and a few points above the U.S. for Virginia.

Eighth grade scores in algebra were, on average, somewhat higher in
Virginia than in the United States as a whole.

)
-}




MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT IN VIRGINIA ScHOOLS

GEOMETRY

In geometry, Virginia scored just slightly above the United States as a
whole, which was among the bottom onefourth of the countries in the
Study. An important goal of the international investigation was to find
reasons for this performance.

MEASUREMENT

3
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Mean Score

In measurement, eighth grade students in Virginia, scored slightly below
the United States as a whole, which was among the lowest one-fourth of
the countries. Itisimportant tonote that, since the test was internationally
developed, the metric system of units was used (the metric system is the
system of measurement in all other countries in the study.) However, not
all of the items required a knowledge qof the metric system itself. Rather,
they require understanding concepts of measurement and how to apply
them.

STATISTICS

Statistics achievement, a measure of students’ ability to understand and
work with data, was a liitle higher in Virginia than in the United States
as a whole. In many countries, including the U. S., this aspect of the
curriculum is receiving increased attention in current reform efforts.




MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

The overall pattern of Virginia scores corresponds remarka-
bly with that of the U. S. scores. For example, in the topic areas
of arithmetic and algebra, the U. S. was at the international
mean. Virginia scored a few points above the U. S. on these
topics. In geometry and measurement, the U. S. was somewhat
below the international mean. The scores on these two topics for
Virginia are virtually identical to those of the U. S. In statistics,
the U. S. scored a few points above the international mean and
Virginia scored four points above the international mean.

Achievement Comparsons:
Virginia vs. the U. S. and International
Subtest Scores: Eighth Grade
(Mean Percent Correct)

United Inter-
Topic Virginia States national
Over- Reme- Pre-
all dial General Algebra Algebra Mean Mean
Arithmetic 53 30 44 58 76 51 51
Algebra 46 23 35 50 75 43 43
Geometry 38 25 33 40 55 38 4
Statistics 59 41 51 64 78 57 55
Measurement 41 27 35 44 59 42 51

What conclusions might be drawn from these findings? We
first must remind ourselves that, overall, the U. S. scores at this
grade level are close to the international mean which suggests
that achieveiaent in some other countries was higher. While a
particular score may not be important, it is important that wc
look at our state goals for eighth grade mathematics and decide
where they are. and where emphasis should be placed. For
instance, in Virginia we have a goal to provide an opportunity for
all students to study algebra, including the lower level classes.

ERIC 30
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The findings of this study clearly support the implementation of
this goal. It should be noted, however, that Virginia students en-
rolled in algebra classes scored significantly higher than the U. S.

The VIMAP data indicate very clearly, however, that consid-
erable attention needs to be paid to the topics of measurement
and geometry. While some of the reasons for our low performance
on measurement may be attributed to the fact that only the
metric system was included on the test, not all of the blame can
be placed there. For example, only about one-half of our students
are able to read a scale (admittedly, only 40% of the students
acrgss the countries could do so--but that does not detract from
thefasic importance of this topic!).

With respect to statistics, at first glance it may appear that
all is well, with Virginia scoring four points above the interna-
tional mean! But we are not sure, we must 'ook at our curriculum
tosee, ifindeed, we are where we would like tobe in this important
area of mathematics. Here in Virginia, as in many other places,
great importance is attached to the ability to work with data--to
collect and organize nuinerical information in such a way that it
can tell a story effectively. The VIMAP data suggest that we may
be in reasonable shape with routine tasks, such as reading a bar
graph. but have we reached our goal of quantitative literacy for
all of our youngsters in school?

31



MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

The national spotliyht is turning on
mathematics as we appreciate its
central role in the economic growth
of this country...it must become a
pump instead of a filter in the

pipeline.

R. M. White {(as cited in
Evervbodv Counts, 1989)
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Twelfth Grade

(ADVANCED) ALGEBRA

Advanced algebra and calculus provide the basis for competence in
science and technology. The data for the twelfth grade represent the
achievement of our most advanced mathematics students—-those who are
enrolled in mathematics courses requiring at least algebra I, geometry
and algebra II. Virginia students scored, on average, higher than the
United States as a whole, in both advanced algebra and calculus.

ELEMENTARY FUNCTIONS/CALCULUS

9 .33




MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Twelfth Grade

GEOMETRY

WAk %‘x %‘xb
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Geometry and number systems, show patterns of achievement similar to
algebra and calculus. That is, the U. S. is among the lowest onefourth
of the countries and Virginia tends to be a few points higher in achievement
than the U. S.

l
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Virginia and the United States
Subtest Scores: Twelfth Grade
{Mean Percent Correct)

United Inter-

Topic Virginia States national

Pre- Over-  Pre- Over-

Calc Calc all Calc Calc all Mean
Sets & Relations 45 60 49 54 64 56 61
Number Systeins 41 50 42 38 48 40 47
Algebra 44 61 48 40 57 43 57
Geometry 33 41 35 30 38 31 42
Functions/Calculus 30 57 37 25 49 29 46
Probability/Statistics 38 55 41 39 48 40 46

Again, as with the eighth grade, there is a correspondence
between the scores of the Commonwealth and of the entire U. S.
This is particularly so for the pre-calculus classes. For the cal-
culus classes, Virginia tends to score a few points above those of
the U. S. On the calculussubtest, the difference is dramatic, with
Virginia students eight points above the U. S. -- and among the
top one-fourth of all countries.

The topic area where Virginia’s performance was lowest was
sets and relations. Further analysis of the data will be done to
determine reasons for this. Itis likely, ior example, that the topics
are not covered hcavily by many Virginia teachers. In geometry,
Virginia students obtained an average score above the U. S. but
a few percentage points below the international mean.
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OPPORTUNITY-TO-LEARN MATHEMATICS IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Today’s mathematics opens doors The Second International Mathematics Study provided a
to tomorrow’s jobs. As successive new kind of data—data that were not available in any other kind

of mathematics survey at that tiine. The information provided,
waves of immigrants have used called “Opportunity-to-Learn”, was obtained by asking teachers

this country’s educational system toindicate, for each item on the international test, whether or not
that mathematics had k >en taaghi to the class, either during the

tosecure better livesf orthemselves school year, or prior to that school year. The same kind of data
and their children, so today’s chil- was gathered in the Virginia study.

dren the world over are using
mathematical training as a plat-
Jorm on which to build up their
lives. America’s children deserve apan
the same chance. Canada B C)

Eighth Grade

Everybody Counts 1989 Fintand

United States
Canada {Ont.)
England/Wales
New Zealand

In this graph, international and Virginia achievement data are shown for
eighth grade algebra (seventh grade in Japan). Virginia, along with the
countries are ranked from high to low in achievement. The length of the
bar for each country shows the amount qf teacher coverage of the algebra
items on the internctional test. (Hungarian teachers reported highest
coverage.) Generally, the graph suggests, the higherachieving countries
were those having higher teacher coverage.

i
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OPPORTUNITY-TO-LEARN MATHEMATICS IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Eighth Grade

GEOMETRY
Porcent Of Items Taught

0O 30 40 60 8 100

ing Japan
Hungary
England/Wales
New Zealand
Finland
Canada (Ont)
Canada (BC)
Sweden
Thailand
Visgiala

United States

Israel
"Low Achisvement)

Opportunity-to-Learn geometry for eighth grade students was, on aver
age, relatively low for students in all countries. The graph indicates that
typically less than one-half of the geometry on the international test was
covered by the teachers (note the exception for Hungary!). Virginia
teachers reported covering a little more geometry than U. S. teachers as
a whole-and student achievement was somewhat higher.

12

Peroeat Of ltems Tought

(igh Achievemeont)
Japan

Hungary
Canada (BC)
Finland
Canada (Ont)
Sweden
England /Wales
Thatland

israel

New Zealand
United States

Virginia
{Lew Ashisvement)

Teacher coverage qf the topics on measurement was reported to be
generally high in all countries and Virginia. Even in the United States,
where the metric system is not yet commonly used, coverage was around
seventy percent. The low student achievement in the United States
generally, and in Virginia in particular, warrants closer scrutiny in the
light of the high teacher coverage of the measurement items.
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PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC

OPPORTUNITY-TO-LEARN MATHEMATICS IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Eighth Grade

The following selected items help to illustrate the findings of
the Virginia International Mathematics Assessment Project. For
each item, reported teacher coverage and associated student
achievement are shown.

STATISTICS
Porcent Of [tems Taught

e
Japan Eata

Hungarv e
o
L nited States
Fngland/Wales [BS
Sweden JFER

Finland PENERE
Thalland E . Saasnsi -
b i
New Zealand [ E 80 I8
£
Canada (Ont ) Y 260 +
Canada (BC) P9 £ b
Israel P52 £ % ¥ ‘]
{Lew Achievement) 3 T I*?
0 i L J
2 I 2 3 i
Time in Hours

Three hours after starting
cal AIs how many
kilomete:s ahead of car B?
A2 C1i5 E25

B 10 *D 20
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(Porcont Passing
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New Zealand
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United States |4

Visginia S0
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Sweden [JEERS
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Thatland B

The diagram shows a cardboard
cube which has been cut along
some edges and folded out flat
If1t is folded to again make

the cube, which two corners
will touch comer P
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OrPPORTUNITY-TO-LEARN MATHEMATICS IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Pamsing
Japan
England /Wales

Canada (Ont )

Virgiala
United States

Canada (BC)

careers.
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On the above scale the reading
indicated by the arrow is
between?

AS1&52 D 62464
B 57458 'E G466
038 C 60462

Since mathematics is the founda-
tion of science and technology, it
serves as a key to opportunity and

Evervbody Counts {1989)

14

Twelfth Grade

(ADVANCED) ALGEBRA
Percent Of Items Taught

Japan
Finland
England/Wsles
lsrael

Sweder
Canada {Ont )
nNew Zealand
Vhgiale
Canada (BC) P
Hungary
United States

Teachers report high coverage of the advanced algebra topics in all
countries and in Virginia. The low student achievement in some of these
ccuntries is, apparently, due to factors other than low teacher coverage.

CALCULUS
Perceat Of ltems Taught

Oiigh Ackievement)
Japan
England/Wales
Finland
Sweden
New Zealand
Canada {Ont )
Lsrael
Virginis B
United States
Thailand
Hungary
Canada{BC)
Low

In most countries in the irternational study, calculus is a standard topic
in advanced mathematics classes (twe{fth grade in the U. S.) However, in
the United States including Virginia, only a relatively small proportion of
advanced mathematics students take calculus.
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OPPORTUNITY-TO-LEARN MATHEMATICS IN VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Twelfth Grade
GEOMETRY
Percent Of Items Taught
(Migh Achlevemant)
Japan K
England/Wales

Sweden
Finland

New Zealand
Canada (Ont ) |
Virginia
Israel |

United States
Hungary
Canada (BC)
Thatland |Re

There is little agreement internationally as to what topics should be
included in geometry. The relatively low teacher coverage for geometry
reflects this lack of consensus.
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In the U. S., and in Virginia, about one out of three advanced mathemat-

ics students was taught this topic.
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STUDENT ATTITUDES

...We see classrooms as places
where interesting problems are
regularly explored using important
mathematical ideas.

NCTM Curriculum and Evaluation
Standards for School Mathematics (198"}

Attitudes of Students

Gaining knowledge about mathematics is not the only
How students feel about

mathematics, and how they view the subject are also of great

important outcome of education.

concern.

28 -20 -18 -10 -8

Japan
Hungary
Hong Kong
United States
Virginis

Hong Kong
United States
Ullun‘l

Japan
Hungary
Hong Kong
United States
Virginia

10

ATTITUDES ABOUT MATHEMATICS

18 20 28

18 20 28

The graphs here report data on how students regard activi-
ties in mathematics classrooms with respect to their importance,

ease and enjoyment.
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STUDENT ATTITUDES

Checking Work
Eighth Grade

Checking your work in mathematics class was regarded as
important by the vast majority of eighth grade students in
Virginia--as it was by their counterparts across the United
States. Checking work was also seen as being rather easy, but
students tended to not like doing it. Nearly one-half of the
students in both Virginia and the U. S. as a whole reported
disliking checking their work.

IMPORTANT
United States Virginia

‘ Undecided .
. Unimportant .

D Important D

EASY
United States

ﬂ Undecided .
. Dislike .
0 we O

LIKE
United States

Bl undeciaea B

Dislike .
D Like D
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Twelfth Grade

The attitudes of twelfth grade mathematics students toward
checking their work are remarkably similar to those of the eighth
graders. They tend to feel that it is important to do, is easy, but
they do not like to do it.

IMPORTANT
United States Vi

i

. Undecided .
. Unimportant .

D Important D

Virginia
n Undecided . }
B =« B |
D Easy D

@ Undecided .
. Dislike .
D Like D

United States

United States




STUDENT ATTITUDES

Memorizing Rules and Formulas
Eighth Grade
Mathematics as mostly memorizing seems to be a popular

view held by many Virginia eighth graders, and by almost exactly

the same proportion of U. S. eighth grade student, too. The
students (in both Virginia and the entire country), by a vast
majority, regard it as important to memorize rules and formulas,
but less than one-fourth of the students like to memorize. (Note
the contrast of these attitudes with their attitudes toward using
calculaters.)

IMPORTANT

United States

. Undecided .
. Unimportant .

O wmportane [

EASY
United States

. Undecided .
B s B
D Easy D

United States

vl )

g0
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Twelfth Grade
Math=matics as mostly memorizing was an attitude about

mathematics held by Virginia's advanced mathematics students
(and by those across the U. S.). About 80% of the advanced
students regard it as important to memorize, nearly one-half of
them dislike doing so. Interestingly, nearly one-half of the ad-
vanced students report it easy to memorize rules and formulas.

IMPORTANT

United States

B vndecicea B
- Unimportant -

DlnmtD

EASY
United States

. Undecided .
B w0 B
D Easy D

United States




STUDENT ATTITUDES

19

Using Calculators
' Eighth Grade Twelfth Grade
Using calculators is liked by nearly 80% of the Virginia Using calculators in advanced mathematics is regarded as
eighth graders and by three-fourths of the U. S. students at this easy by nearly all of the students and is liked by 85% of them.
. level. Nearly 90% of the Virginia students state that it is easy to They are also in rather strong agreement about the importance
use calculators. However, the students at this grade level are less of calculators in advanced mathematics.
strong in their feelings about the importance of calculators.
l IMPORTANT IMPORTANT
United States Virginia United States Virginia
' B unteciasa W B vodeciaes 1
B vnimportan: M vaimportan: 1B
' D Important D D Important D
' EASY EASY
United States Virginia United States Virginia
' B vodecisa B B vadecicea B
B 5 B B = B
. D Easy D D Easy D
N
' LIKE LIKE
United States Virginia United States Virginia
l B votecieea W B vodeciaea 1
B oun. B B oun. B
. O w 0O O w 0O
i 53
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STUDENT ATTITUDES

Mathematics and Society
Eighth Grade
Iti to know mathematics in ord

job. Knowing mathematics will help to get a good job is an attitude
shared by the vast majority of Virginia eighth graders. In the light
of this attitude, one wonders the extent to which students are
motivated to continue in the study of mathematics throughout
high school.

GETTING A GOOD JOB
United States
. Undecideu .
. Disagree .
D Agree D
Twelfth Grade

The role of mathematics in helping one get a good job is
regarded as important by twelfth graders in Virginia.

GETTING A GOOD JOB
United States Virginia
Undecided .
Disagres [l
agee

g |
[PEN
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I would like to work at that lets m m
Wanting to use mathematics on t%:2 job was an attitude of only
about one-third of the eighth grade students. However, at the
twelfth grade level, about one-nalf of the advanced mathematics
students look to using mathematics in employment,

USING M.ATHZ MATICS AT A JOB

¢
C

EIGHTH GRADE
United States

Undecided
Disagree
Agree

TWELFTH GRADE
United States
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STUDENT ATTITUDES

Mathematics and Society
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

Mathematics is useful in solving everyday problems. Eighth
grade students report a belief that mathematics is useful in
solving everyday problems. This would appear to provide an
opportunity to capitalize on this interest and incorporate more of
such problems in the curriculum.

Advanced mathematics students are even more in agree-
ment about the importance of mathematics in the real world.
Again, an apparently important opportunity for curriculum and
instruction!

SOLVING EVERYDAY PROBLEMS

EIGHTH GRADE
United States Virgtaia
. Undecided .
. Disagree .
D Agree D
TWELFTH GRADE
United States Virginia
. Undecided .
. Disagree .
O agee O
o6
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Word problenis are more fun when you use a calculator.

Calculators can help make mathematics class more =njoyable.
Many eighth grade students seem to believe this. Perhaps this
provides encouragement for making greaier use of this teaching
device.

Advanced mathematics students tend to like to have calcu-
lators available when doing word problems, 1vo. Apparently,
calculators are regarded by many students as a tool that adds
enjoymen. .o class.

WORD PROBLEMS ARE MORE
FUN WITH A CALCULATOR

EIGHTH GRADE
United States

Undecided
Disagree
Agres

TWELFTH GRADE
United States
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STUDENT ATTITUDES

Mathematics and Myself
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

I really want to do well in mathematics. The desire of
most (nearly 90%) eighth grade students in Virginia to do well in
mathematics would seem to be a source of encouragement to
mathematics teachers, administrators and parents.

Advanced mathematics students are virtually unanimous in
their desire to do well in mathematics. These students have
remained in mathematics classes for most if not all of their high
school experience.

1 REALLY WANT TO DO
WELL IN MATHEMATICS
EIGHTH GRADE

United States

Undecided

DEII

TWELFTH GRADE
United States

. Undevided .
. Disajiree -
O agee O

C
©

IR
or
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1 am looking forward to taking more mathematics. Eighth
grade students are less in agreement dbout the prospect of taking

more mathematics--in spite of their recognition of its importance
in getting a good job.

Twelfth grade students in advanced mathematics class in
Virginia are less in agreement in their looking forward to more
mathematics than are their U. S. counterparts. Less than one-
half of the Virginia students reported they were looking forward
to more mathematics while nearly sixty percent of the U. S.
students were.

1 AM LOOKING FORWARD
TO TAKING MORE MATHEMATICS

EIGHTH GRADE
United States

Virginia

Onm

TWELFTH GRADE
United States

. Undecided .
. Disagree .
O agee O
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STUDENT ATTITUDES

What Mathematics Is Like
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

Students learn the subject matter of mathematics (arithme-
tic, algebra, and so on) but they also learn things about the
nature of mathematics--what is mathematics like? Is it, for
example, a fixed body of knowledge that has remained much the
same for the past 100 years or so? Does mathematics consist of
sets of rules and formulas that are to be memorized and given
back on tests? Does doing well in mathematics mainly mean
having a good memory?

In the Second International Mathematics Study a set of
items was devised in order to measure how one views mathemat-
ics as a field of study.

Mathematics is a good field for creative people. Mathemat-
ics as a good field for creative people was a point of view held by

approximately one-half of the Virginia eighth graders and by only
slightly more in the U. S. sample. This seems to indicate that
students see little room for creativity in mathematics.

Mathematics as a good field for creative people is regarded
by an even smaller proportion of advanced mathematics students
than the eighth grade group. Less than one-half of the Virginia
students reported seeing mathematics in this light.

MATHEMATICS IS A GOOD FIELD

FOR CREATIVE PEOPLE |
EIGHTH GRADE ;
United States Virginia |
|
. Undecided |
. Disagree
D Agree
TWELFTH GRADE
United States Virginia
. Undecided
. Disagree
D Agree




STUDENT ATTITUDES

What Is Mathematics Like
Eighth and Twelfth Grade
New discoveries in mathematics are constantly being made.

Only about one-third of the eighth grade students report believ-
ing that mathematics is a changing field.

Close to the same proportion of advanced mathematics
students as eighth graders regard mathematics as having new
discoveries. This view of mathematics as a fixed body of knowl-
edge is a disconcerting one, especially when found in those at the
end of their secondary school studies.

NEW DISCOVERIES IN MATHEMATICS
ARE CONSTANTLY BEING MADE

EIGHTH GRADE
United States

Undecided

Onn

[
Disagree [
agee [

TWELFTH GRADE
United States
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A mathematical problem can always be solved in miany
diffezont ways. In Virginia, over one-half of the students in the

eighth g1ade see that there can be flexibility in solving mathemat-
ics problems. Fortunately, this attitude has somewhat increased
for those students in the twelfth grade advanced mathematics
classes, and they realize that there can be muitiple solutions to
mathematics problems.

In both of the grade levels for both the 1. S. and Virginia,
about one-fourth of the students disagree and one-fourth are
undecided about whether a problem can be solved in many
different ways. This means that we have a long way to go in order
to dispel the attitude that there is only one solution when solving
a mathematical problem.

A MATHEMATICS PROBLEM CAN ALWAYS
BE SOLVED IN DIFFERENT WAYS

EIGHTH GRADE

United States Virginia
TWELFTH GRADE

United States Virginia

. Undecided .
. Disagree .
O agee O




STUDENT ATTITUDES

What Is Mathemati/ s Like
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

Mathematics is a set of rules was an opinion endorsed oy
over forty percent of the eighth grade students in Virginia. Dis-

tressingly, about the same proportion of twelfth grade students
shared this opinion of mathematics.

MATHEMATICS
IS A SET OF RULES

EIGHTH GRADE
United States

TWELFTH GRADE

Virginia
United States Virginia
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Nearly one-half of the eighth graders also expressed agree-
inent with the idea that learning mathematics involves mostly
memorizing. On the other hand. the eighth grade students did
have a somewhat open-ended view of mathematics in that nearly
one-half of them agreed that a inathematics problem can always
be solved in different ways. Nearly sixty percent of them agreed

that estimating is an important mathematical skill. Again, the
opinions of the Virginia students corresponding very closely with

those of the U. S. students.

LEARNING MATH INVOLVES
MOSTLY MEMORIZING

EIGHTH GRADE
United States

Undecided
Disagree
Agree

Omm

TWELFTH GRADE

Virginia
United States Virginia




STUDENT ATTITUDES

What Is Mathematics Like
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

The attitudes of the advanced mathematics students toward
mathematics as a subject of study were similar to those of the
eighth grade studerits in that over forty percent view mathemat-
ics as a set of rules and over one-half agree that a mathematics
problem can be solved in different ways. However, evidence of
some maturity in mathematical thinking could be inferred from
the finding that over fifty percent of the advanced students
disagreed with the statement that learning mathematics involves
mostly memorizing.

ESTIMATING I8 AN IMPORTANT

MATHEMATICAL SKILL
EIGHTH GRADE
United States Virginia
- Undecided -
- Disagree -
D Agree D
TWF.+TH GRADE
United States

(=]
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Home Support
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

Home support. One of the best documented findings in
educational research is that support from the home is a very
powerful predictor of a student's success in school. The following
flems were designed to measure the extent of support and en-
couragement from the home for studying mathematics.

My parents want me to do well in mathematics class. Nearly
all of the students in the eighth grade classes agreed with this
statement. At the twelfth grade level, approximately 90% of the
students agreed with the statement.

1 REALLY WANT TO DO
WELL IN MATHEMATICS
SIGHTH GRADE

United States

/_
Onm
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TWELFTE GRADE
United States

- Undecided -
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STUDENT ATTITUDES

Home Support
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

My parents are interested in helping me do mathematics. At
the eighth grade level, about two-thirds of the students agreed
with this statement However, at the twelfth grade level, far fewer
students held this view. Only about one in five of these students
see th<ir parents as interested in helping them with their
mathematics. This could be that the students regard their
parents as not having the needed background to be helpful at this
level of mathematics.

MY PARENTS AKE INTERESTED
IN HELPING MY DO MATH

EIGHTH GRADE
United States

Undecided
. Disagree .
D Agree D

TWELFTH GADE
United States

Virginia

65
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Boys need more mathematics than girls. About two-thirds of
the eighth grade students disagreed with the opinion that mathe-

matics is more important for boys than girls. In the advanced
classes, three-fourths of the students had this opinion. It is
interesting to note, however, that in both groups, about one
student in five was undecided about this statement.

BOYS NEED MORE
MATH THAN GIRLS

EIGHTH GRADE
United States

Bl undecided
. Disagree .
D Agree D

TWELFTH GRADE
United States

Undecidcd
. Disagree .
O agee O




BACEGROUND DATA

Calculator Use
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

The extent of calculator use in Virginia mathematics class-
rooms was found to be very limited at the eighth grace level, with
very few classes reporting use more than one period per week and
one-third of the classrooms reporting no use at all. Calculator use
was much more frequent in Virginia's advanced mathematics
classrooms.

PERCENT OF MATHEMATICS CLASSES
USING SCIENTIFIC CALCULATORS

RIGHTH GRADE TWheVE GRADE
{(Advanced Mathematics)

100 80 60 40 20 O 20 40 00 60 100
[
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2 or more
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Week or Less } i

! i

Never i
|
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Ewghth Graue— About 26% of the teachers did not respond

ot Allowed

From the data reported in the previous section on “Student Attitudes” students
at both levels see the calculator as a useful tool in mathematics.

T
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The kinds of calculator use in Virginia mathematics class-
rooms included checking answers and doing projects at the
eighth grade level. Doing homework and problem-solving were
more frequent uses reported at the advanced mathematics level.
Recreational uses were rather common at both levels.

PERCENT OF CLASSES ENCO!'RAGED
TO USE SCIENTIFIC CALCULATORS
EIGHTH GRADE TWELVE GRADE
(Advanced Mathematice)
100 80 60 40 20 O 20 40 60 60 100
Check Answers

Homewurk
Problem Solving |
Taking Tests

Projects

Req reation |
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BACKGROUND DAtA

Homework Assigned
Eighth and Twelfth Grade

The_amount of mathematics homework assigned in the
United States is about two and one-half hours per week (30
minutes per day) at the eighth grade and almost twice as much
(just over four hours per week) in the twelfth grade college
preparatory mathematics classes. The Virginia data are pre-
sented here in “box-and-whisker” plots that show a similar
pattern. The boxes include the middle fifty percent of the mathe-
matics teachers reporting. The line across the middle of each box
represents the median or middle score. So, the median amount
of mathematics homework assigned to the advanced mathemat-
ics classes is close to four hours per week. That ‘s, about fifty
percent of the classes were reported as having less than four
hours of homework assigned. The lines protruding from each end
of the box (the “whiskers”) encompass the middle 90% of the
classes reporting. So, we see that 90% ~ he eighth grade classes
were assigned between one-half hour and seven hours of mathe-
matics homework per week

AMOUNT OF MATHEMATICS HOMEWORK ASSIGNED

VIRGINIA
EIGHTH GRADE TWELFTH GRADE
(ADVANCED MATHEMATICS
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With respect to mathematics homework, most eighth grade students reported
spendi' g one and a half hours per week on homework for the one mathematics
class, while twelfth grade students spent from three to_five hours per week for
their one mathematics class.
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Mathematics Instruction

Mathematics instruction in U. S. classrooms is clearly text-
book-driven. The textbook largely determines what is taught as
well as what strategies are used in teaching it. Even when not ac-
tually determining the content of instruction, the textbook al-
most always defines the boundaries for instruction. According to
the reasons given by teachers for using various instructional
strategies and representations of mathematical content, inclu-
sion in the textbook did not always guarantee that a strategy or
content representation would be used in the classroom. However,
exclusion from the textbook made it virtually certain that the
strategy or representation would not be used. Mathematics
instruction in the U. S. seemed to have been mor e tied to the text-
book than was instruction in most other countries. One could
speculate as to reasons for this. For example, it could be because
of the absence in many parts of the U. S. of syllabi and examina-
tions that are beyond the local school or district level.

Percent Of Teachers

Students jywrewiurr=mtamravire
>
Textbook

Other Published N
Text Material [RESREL |

!
Locally Produced [rrmmemr'
Text Material

Individualized
Materials [

Films &
Eilimstnps Models

Laboraton
Materials

The student textvook is the predominant instructional resource in the U. S.
eighth grade mathematics classrooms, and is so reported by ninety percent of
the teachers. Other material, such as workbooks, and worksheets, were
reported to be of secondary importance. Other materials, such as flims and
laboratory materials, seldom were cited as a primary resource, and were rarely
or never used by the vast majority of teachers. This was true even for topics
such as geometry and measurement were such materials might be considered
most helpful. .




BACKGROUND DATA

How Students’ Time Is Spent: Virginia

Teachers were also asked to estimate the average time spent
by students in selected in-class activities. For eighth grade U. S.
students the majority of time was devoted to individual work at
their seats or to listening to lectures and explanations by the
teacher. A little less than one class period per week was typically
spent on taking tests and quizzes. Very little time was spent in
work with small groups. The pattern was similar for twelfth grade
students inthe U. S., although they spent somewhat less time on
individual seat work and relatively more time listening to teacher
explanations.

How Students’ Time Is Spent: Virginia

(Median Minutes Per Week)
Twelfth Grade
Eighth Grade (Advanced Mathematics)
Taking Tests 50 48
Doing Seat Work 75 50
Whole Class Listening 90 130
Small Group 15 20

The VIMAP teacher report of how the students' time is spent, shows both eighth
and twelfth grade students seem to be spending about 1 hour a week taking
tests. The eighth graders are reported as having to do a little more seatwork,
wiiile twelfth graders do a lot more listening. Unfortunately, like the U.S.,
neither group spends very much time in small group activites.

jI
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The majority of student in-class time was thus seen to be
devoted to one of two types of activities: listening to teacher talk
or individual work with minimal interaction with the teacher. The
two types of activities often seem to have occi*nied distinct phases
of the class period Little place seems to be given to guided, active
discovery learning, in which students generated high-level ques-
tions and in which there was more of a balance between teacher
and student subject-related talk. This pattern was not that
different from that of other countries although the proportion of
time spent on individual, in-class seat work was somewhat
higher in the U. S.

MINUTES PER WEEK

(Per Class)
EIGHTH GRADE TWELFTH GRADE
(ADVANCED MATHEMATICS)
100 80 60 40 20 O 320 40 60 80 100 120 140

TAKING TESTS Virginia
&Qu S United States
SEAT irginia
WORK United States
LISTENING TO Virgiata
LECTURE United States
WORKING IN trgind

SMALL GROUPS ;) 4 States ‘L

The graph above shows how students’ time in class was reportedly spent (in
minutes per week for the classes sampled).
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BACKGROUND DATA

How Teachers’ Time Is Spent: Virginia

One important aspect of VIMAP is to look at how teachers’
time is spent. In Virginia, eighth grade teachers reported that
they spent about 385 minutes (about 6 1/2 hours) per week doing
certain instructional activities. Over 1 1/2 hours are spent on
each of the following: planning, grading, and explaining new
content. About 1 hour is spent on review weekly and only about
1/2 hour on administration and discipline. In the advanced
mathematics classes considerably more time is spent planning
and explaining; a little more time is spent grading papers and
reviewing material; and much less time is spent on administra-
tive and discipline matters.

Minutes Per Week
(per class)

Twelfth Grade
Eighth Grade (Advanced Mathematics)

Planning 100 142
Grading

Papers 100 112
Explaining

New Content 100 140
Reviewing

Content 50 57
Routine

Administration 25 + 15
Maintaining Order

{Discipline) 10 3

Teachers’ Use of Resources: Virginia
(percent)
Twelfth Grade
Eighth Grade (Advanced Mathematics)

R S O R S O

Published

Textbooks 7 44 47 2 4 94
Published

Workbooks 27 44 16 49 40 11
Individualized

Materials 25 47 25 78 19 3
Commercial Visual

Materials 53 28 2 51 46 3
Commercial

Tests 42 26 7 63 34 3
Self-written

Textual Material 6 53 41 1 22 77
Self-written

Tests 5 54 40 1 4 95

Note: R=rarely; S=sometimes; and O=qften

Teachers in Virginia reported that the textbook was one of
their major resources with over 90% of the eighth and twelfth
grade teachers reporting regular use of the textbook. A large
percent of Virginia teachers reported that they usually develop
their own tests (99% of the twelfth grade teachers and 94% of the
eighth grade teachers). Another heartening phenomenon in
Virginia is the large percent (39% at the twelfth grade and 94% at
the eighth grade) of teachers who rewrite and thereby adapt
textual material for their own students.




BACEGROUND DATA

Activities of Teachers

Activities ot teachers meetings in the U. S. and Virginia at
both grade levels tend to focus on organizational matters. Little
attention was reportedly paid to teaching strategies or tocontent.

PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS INTENSITY OF MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTION
Population A Population B

100 80 60 40 20 O 20 40 60 60 100 Virginia
3040 60
sopan /A /.
TEACHING
STRATEGIES United States
Japan
Virginla
oy [ BD | ca

Japan
TEACHING Belglum (Flemish) m
CONTENT United States ‘
Virginia
France
Japan D /| e

ORGANIZATIONAL |
United States
MATTERS Canada (BC) m
Virgota -J
United States m

%""o % (’o " “,
v Q ,%Q, P, {L e
2

TOPMC

=/

Intensity of mathematics instruction at the Population A level (eighth grade in
the U. S.), based on teacher reports of anticipated perce ntage of class periods
devoted to various topics, shows distinct patterns across countries. The
Japanese curriculum provides their seventh graders with an intensive
introduction to algebra. The Belgian and French programs focus on geometry
and extensive work on common fractions (decimal fractions were dealt with in
the elementary grades). In Virginia, as in the U. S., the curriculum has little
intensity; but, a concerted effort across the entire curriculum.

~J
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-

-

e
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TeACH"RS TEACHING...STUDENTS LEAKNING

A unique feature of the Second International Mathematics
Study is that it enables a detailed look at the teaching and
learning of specific mathematical topics. One analysis that
provides useful information is that of comparing reported teacher
coverage of topics with student achievement on those topics.

The relation between teacher coverage and student achieve-
ment has already been demonstrated in this report. In fact, a
major finding of the Second International Mathematics Study is
that high student achievement is found in those countries where
teacher coverage of those topics is high. With this in mind, it is
of interest to look in some detail at the data from Virginia on
teacher coverage and student achievement. We will classify the
items from the international test in two ways: according to
teacher coverage (high or low) and according to student achieve-
ment (high orlow). As aresult, each item can be one of four types,
as the diagram below suggests:

High
$ 5 TYPE Il TYPEI
£ 3

>
: g
8 E TYPE III TYPE IV

Low

Low Student Achievement High

Teacher coverage of theitemis rated as “high” if it was taught
to more than one-half of the classes. Similarly, student achieve-
menton the item wa. . .ted as “high” if more than one-half of the
studsnts got the item correct.

The following graph demonstrates this analysis for cne set
of the Virginia data.

ALGEBRA FOR REGULAR CLASSES

100

v TYPE Il |TYPET KEY
@ 1 Integers
4 2 Rationals
80 — 3 Integer Exp
1 2 4 Formulas & Algebraic
70 T& —% —3—7 T Expr
Lol
E“ 0 8 a B 5 :olynom s & Rational
¥ PP O
6 Equations & inequations l
.7] 4
[+ T4 3 L) 7 Relations & Functions
i 2 wh 6 8 0 Finitc Sets
4
L 30 I
7
20
10 4
o TYPE Il fYPE Iv 6
1S 17 31 26 290 33 87 41 46 49 S5s 67 61
Student Achievement
(% Correct)

Each qf the algebra items is represented by a single digit. The key
identifies the mathematical content qof the item. Note, for example, the
circled “8” (Type II item). The item deals with polynomials and rational
expressions. It was reported taught by most teachers (over 90%) but fewer
than 20% qf the students got it correct. For a complete analysis of each
item see “Technical Report IV,




TreAcHERS TEACHING...STUDENTS LEARNING

High Teacher Coverage and High Student Achievement
(Type 1 Items)

These items perform as one would expect. A high proportion
of teachers taught the content of the item and a high proportion
of students got the item right.

The data are reported by the four eighth grade class types:
Remedial, General, Pre-algebra and Algebra.

EIGHTH GRADE (ITEM A-i 1)

P

A team scored an
Toacher | average of 3 points
Covennge
™ Taught) per game over 5
games. How many
points altogether
Achiovement were scored in the
™ Correet) 5 games?
3
A g D5
3
B 3 E 15
c3 A-11

This item recuires the student to know a considerable amount about the
average (arithmetic mean) of a set of data-syecifically, that the sum ¢f a
set qf scores is equal to the average multiplied by the number f scores.
As the graph indicates, teachers of all four class types reported high
coverage of this topic (88% or more of the classes). And student
achlevement was high, with average scores of 78% or more ii all class
tyes.

High Teacher Coverage and Low Student Achievement (Type
II Items)

These items, if they deal with important curricular content,
are of concern. Teachers give the content high coverage but
students find it difficult.

EIGHTH GRADE (ITEM B-28)

o ™

/00 0"&
Teach 6 cm 2 N 6 cm

(% Tanght) 8cm bcm

The total area of
the two triangles is?

Achieramaent A Ex8cn?
78
B 6x8cmz
100 % 2
C 10x6 2
2
D 16x12 2
2 B-28

In view of the diffculty that students have with this item, perhaps this
content is better left until later grades, when students have developed
more in their ability to deal with a subject of this complexity. Alternatively,
efforts could be made to find more effective ways to teach the content.

m™r
23

x
I



TeACHERS TEACHING...STUDENTS LEARNING

Low Teacher Coverage and Low Student Achievement (Type Low Teacher Coverage and High Student Achievement (Type
I Items) IV Items)

These items, if they deal with important curricular content, These items are in sonie ways the most interesting. Teacher
are of concern for a different reason than for Type II items. coverage is low but students do well on them.
Teachers are not teaching this content--and, correspondingly,
students find it difficult.

EIGHTH GRADE (ITEM A-16) EIGHTH GRADE (ITEM CORE 13)
s
o~
“o’y o ".,»t"' o
100 % 100 %
7 -] -
Teacher | 5: x 3 6 P Teacher . :0 lf P=LW and if
Caverage Y 7 g |35 Coverage P=12 and L=3, then
{9 Teught) 28 {% Tought) - 28 W is equal to?
° The table above shows : ° 3
a8 the values of x and y, Student a8 A
where x is proportional Achicvement
R 7 (% Correct) 8o
. toy. What are the B 3
1 values of P and Q? - B
19% 1 A P=14 & 9=31 loow | ¢ 4
B P=10 & Q=14
C P=10 & Q=31 D 12
D P=11 & Q=15
E P=15& Q=14 A-16 E 36 Core 13
As the data indicate, proportionality, as presented in a table format, is The content of this item, requiring some understanding of algebraic
difficult for eighth graders--even for the algebra students. It could well b relationships, is by no means trivial. The achievement of students in every
that professional development workshops could be profitably devoted to class type is encouraging. Perhaps this content is given some attention in
- topics of proportionality-as it appears not o1 ly in tabular forms, but in the elementary grades.

varieties of problem contexts.

l Studeat
N Achieverient
J {% Correct)




TeACHERS TEACHING.. STUDENTS LEARNING

With this background as to item types that were identified in
the Virginia International Mathematics Assessment Project,
further examples are provided.

Eighth Grade
High Teacher Coverage and High Student Achievement

(Type 1)

Arithmetic
Teacter | —l- X 1 is equal to?
Coverage 2 4
{% Taught)
1
, A
Student | _}
Achlevement B l
(% Correct) | - 6
2
€3
2
D3
E 8
4-25

This routine arithmevxic item received high coverage and was achieved
well by most of the classes.

36

Measurement

Teacher
Coverage
(% Taught)

Student
Achievement
(% Coerect)

This estimation task, receiving high teacher coverage, was relatively easy

for the students in all class types.

A B

—1 1 unit

(. ¢
The length of AB is 1

unit. Which is the best
estimate for the length

of PQ?
A 2 units

B 6 units
C ) units
o 14 units

E 18 units U-8
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Eighth Grade
High Tcacher Coverage and High Student Achievement
(Type I)

Geometry

4.

.

Teacher
Coverage
(% Taught)

8

One of the following
figures is congruent

Student to the figure above.
Achlevement
(% Correct) | Which one?
— ——
A s D 7, .
L Lo/
6 R
b B
—— T
c / s
8
4-16

Student achievement corresponds to teacher coverage for this item
testing congruence. About one-half of the remedial classes were taught
the content and one-half of the remedial studenis were able to do the item
correctly.

Gl B G G oD ) N G Y O O & & e
[+9)
do

37

Algebra
PR
v”y o ««"’f»t“"’
100 %
78 The cost of printing greeting
Toacher| 50 cards consists of a _fixed
Coverrge
(% Taught) 28 charge of 100 cents and a
o charge of 6 cents for each
student s card printed. Which of the
Achievement following equations can be
o Y 5o used to determine the cost
™ of printing n cards?

100% | A cost=(100+6n) cents

B cost=(106+n) cents

C cost={6+100n) cents

D cost=(106 n) cents

E cost=(600r) cents 3.1o

Formulating an algebraic expressior frcm a word problem was learned by
relatively large proportions of students—even in the remedial classes.
Note, however, that this topic was taught by peru few teachers of the
remedial classes (that is, for the remedial classes, it is a Type IV item).
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Eighth Grade
High Teacher Coverage and Low Student Achievement (Type
1)

Arithmetic

o o P

Four 1-liter bowls of ice - $150 is divided in the
Teacher cream;vrere setout ata Teacher 50 ratio of 2 to 3. The
(% Taught) ioa:r‘wa:ern:gfy?;n:;r:: (% Taught) 25 smaller of the two
half full, and 1 was three [ amounts is?
s quart s full. How many Student 28 A $30 D $90
Achievement liters of ice cream had Achievement
(% Correct) (% C ) 80
been EATEN? B $50 E $120
® (a3} o 12— ™
100 % \ 100% 1 ¢ $60
B 24— E None of
| the above
C 25 0-4

4-32

These were items that involved arithmetic operations (such as subtracting fractlons or finding ratios) but were imbedded ir a problem situation. Although
students seemed to be able to perform routine arithmetic computations, they were less successful in identifying in a problem context those operations that
needed to be performed.

2

38
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Eighth Grade
High Teacher Coverage and Low Student Achievement (Type
)

Geometry
100 %
78 S
Teacher 80 5
Coverage
(% Taught) | . {28 12
° What 1s the value
Student | 28
Achievement Of S ?
(% Correct] 80
. A7 D 17
100 %
B 13 E None of
these
C 15
3-1

These items indicate that the Pythagorean Theorem and aspects of
similarity are difficult for students.

Y
o f} ¢

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

40

Teacher
Coverage
(% Teught)

Stodent | .

Achievement

{% Correct) |

N
¥

75

100 %

If two triangles az.
SIMILAR, which of the
following statements

is TRUE?
A Thelir corresponding angles

MUST be congruent

B Their corresponding sides
MUST be congruent

C Their corresponding sides
MUST be parallel

D They MUST have the
same area

E They MUST have the same
shape and size 3.9

(@R =t
g
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Eighth Grade
High Teacher Coverage and Low Student Achievement (Type
)

Geometry
100 %
78 S
Teacher 80 5
Coverage
(% Taught) | . {28 12
° What 1s the value
Student | 28
Achievement Of S ?
(% Correct] 80
. A7 D 17
100 %
B 13 E None of
these
C 15
3-1

These items indicate that the Pythagorean Theorem and aspects of
similarity are difficult for students.

Y
o f} ¢

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

40

Teacher
Coverage
(% Teught)

Stodent | .

Achievement

{% Correct) |

N
¥

75

100 %

If two triangles az.
SIMILAR, which of the
following statements

is TRUE?
A Thelir corresponding angles

MUST be congruent

B Their corresponding sides
MUST be congruent

C Their corresponding sides
MUST be parallel

D They MUST have the
same area

E They MUST have the same
shape and size 3.9

(@R =t
g




TEACHERS TEACHING...STUDENTS LEARNING

Eighth Crade
High Teacher Coverage and Low Student Achievement (Type
I

Measurement

v"y o w‘w'o»*"' "

100 %

A solid plastic cube with
edges 1 centimeter

long weighs 1 gram. How
much will a solid cube
of the same plastic weigh
if each edge is 2
centimeters long?

Teacher
Coverage
(% Teught) | _

Studeat
Achievement
(% Cerrect) —---{80

5
A 8 grams

B 4 grams
C 3 grams
D 2 grams
E 1 gram

100 %

0-10

The problem of finding the volume of a cube whose edge is doubled is
difficult. not only for students in Virginia, but was a very difficult item
internationally.

ob

11

Lowteacher coverage and Low student achievement (Type III
Items)

Arithmetic

100 %

- 78
Teacher |
Coverage
(% Teught)

Matchsticks are arranged
50 as follows:
IR
If the pattern is continued.
how many matchsticks are
used in making the 10th
figure?

100 % A 30

B 33

C 36

D 39
E 42 4-12

Student
Achievement
™ C

These tended to be non-routine items, such as finding patterns in numbers
or identifying relationships in a table. These items require higher-level
thinking skills.

N -
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Eighth Grade
Lowteacher coverage and Low student achievement (Type III
Items)

Algebra
o o
100 %
ke ]
. w0 x[|3]16]|P
Coversge | y 719 |35
O Tought) | s
° The table above shows
o as the values of x and y
Ae(:kvmn:) | s where x is proportional
- - to y. What art the
values of P and Q?

wo% | A P=14 & Q=31
B P=10 & Q=14
C P=10 & Q=31
D P=14 & Q=15
E P=15& Q=14 1-16

This item may be classified as Type I or as Type M, it depends on the class
type.

(@]
] J L
-

42

Algebra

oﬁ"'y oo“'o\ «'Moﬂ"w

8
2

Soda costs a cents for each
bottle, including the deposit.
but there is a refund of b
cents on each empty bottle.
How much will Henry have
to pay for x bottles if he
brings back y empties?

i g 8B ° % 8 d

A ax+by cents

B ax-by cents

C (a-b)xcents

D (a+x)-(b+y) cents
E None of these

8
2

4-27

This item was, generally, not taught, except to the algebra classes.
Apparently, this content is not regarded as part of the eighth grade
mathematics.

]
oY




TEACHERS TEACHING...STUDENTS LEARNING

Eighth Grade

Lowteacher coverage and Lowstudent achievement (Type Il
Items)

Statistics

e

100
— 7 There are five black
Teacher so buttons and one red
Ceoverage
CoTamght) | a8 button in a jar. If you
o pull out one button at
acadent a random, what is the
Achievement probability that you will
Bec - so get the red button?
_____ n 5
A0 D <
100 % 6
1
B 6 E 1
1
€5
3-6

Aspects of simple probability receive relatively little coverage by the
eighth grade teachers. Student achievement is correspondingly low.

100

Measurement

P

78 /////////
Teacir
Coverage so
(% Taught) a8 /
]
Student
- . a8 The measure of the angle
(% C 50 shown is nearest to?
7
A 155
100 % B 145
C 50
D 35
E 15
2-17

The topic of estimating the measure of an angle, as illustrated by this
item, rece'ves rather light teacher coverage.

101
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Eighth Grade
Low teacher coverage and High student achievement (Type
IV Items)
Arithmetic Geometry
o~
v“’y o «Wp“"’
100 %
162 x 45 is equal to? s
Teacher Teacher so
Coverage Coverage
(% Taught) A 1378 (% Tought) 28
- o
Student B 1458 Student 28
Achievement Achievement The figure above shows
{% Correct) (% Correct) so
C 5890 a wooden cube with one
i corner cut off and shaded.
D 6290 100% | Which of the following
drawings shows how this
E 7290 cube would look when
viewed from directly
3-28 above? 1-15
Items of this type may be part of the curriculum of the element ary grades Spatial visualization, as represented by this item, was relatively easy for
(that is, topics in grade school arithmetic with which the students are all students. Again, the performance of the remedial mathematics classes
relatively proficient). is notew rthy.
| A
102
103

44
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Eighth

Grade

Low teacher coverage and High student achievement (Type
IV Items)

Statiztics

P

Coverage
(% Taught)

Studeat
Achisvement
(% Correct)

d 88 ° 8 533

8
2

Joe had three test scores
of 78, 76 and 74, while
Mary had scores of 72, 82
and 74. How did Joe's
average compare with
Mary's?
A Joe's was 1 point higher
B Joe's was 1 point lower
C Both averages were
the same
D Joe's was 2 poinis
higher
E Joe's was ? points
lower 2-9

Work with averages, as represented by this item, received little teacher
coveruge. However the item was fairly easy for all qf the eighth grade
students.

10

-

45

Measurement

'w'y o o"f‘»"

100 %
| s The area of the shaded
seacher s circle is what part of the
Coverage area of the larger circle?
(% Taught) -
)

Studenat
Arkisvement
(% Correct)

1 1
A6 D3

1 1
BS E2

1
C4 4-9

Teacher coverage qf this estimation topic was light. However, student

achievement was rather good.

105
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Twelfth Grade
High teacher coverage and High student achievement (Type
()

Advanced Algebra

Topic: finding solution sets

Teacher
Coverage The solution set for the
5 Tanght) equation (1-2 x) (2+x)=0
is?
Student
Achievement i i
(% Cosrect) A Z~2*.-2l D {;.-2}
1
B {-*2*.2! E {2.-2}
C {-1,-2}

2-14

46

Elementary functions

Topic: properties of functions

S

Teacher
(% Taught}
Mudent

Achievement
(% Cexroct)

If xy =1 and x is Jceater
than 0. which of the following
statements is true?

A Whenx is greater than
1, y is negative.

B When x is greater than
1. y is greater than 1.

C When x is less than 1,
y is less than 1.

D As x increases Yy
increases.

E Asx increases. Yy
decreases '-10

T\

‘\ll
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ar o
—

Note: For the calculus classes, this was a high coverage - high achievement
(Type D) item.

109

Twelfth Grade
l High teacher coverage and Low student achievement (Type
m
. Advanced Algebra Elementary functions
Topic: trigonometric relations Topic: composition of functions
s o
' An angle 6 is known Tre functions f and g are
Teacher Teacher =X-
to be betweerzx 90 laéld defined by f gx)- x-1 and
™ Teaght) | 180 and cos 6=2—5. ™% Teught) glx)=(x +3)°.
' Stadent The value of sin 20 is then? orud g(f (x}) is equal to?
Achievement 24 7 Ashisvement 2
% Cerrect) | s D o5 % Correet} A (x-1)x +3)
' B (x+3)%-1
1008 o E 2 c 2x-2)°
D (x <»2)2
L £ xM8
25 “
' 4-7 8-12

108
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TEACHERS TEACHING...STUDENTS LEARNING

Twelfth Grade
Low teacher coverage and Low student achievement (Type

)

Advanced Algebra

Topic: parametric equations

o
"C

0’

C»‘

100 %

Teacher
Coverage
°« Taught)

Student
Achievement
{30 Correct)

78

78

100 %

What is the equation in
x and Y of the curve with
parametric equations

1 1
= =t--9?
X l+t.y L

xX+y =1
X +Yy =2
x2+y2=4
xZ y2=4
2% y %4

mooOw >

6-8

Elementary functicas

Topic: logarithmic functions

Teacher
Coverage
(% Taught)

Student
Achisvement

(% Correct) |

2

100 %
- — 178 Let y =4 x 3, with x and
S —— y taking positive real
| 1as values. When log x is

o plotted against log Y the

. a resulting graph will be?

e a single point
- - e a cubic curve

100 %

a parabola
a straight line
an exponential curve

mo oOw»

8-17
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Twelfth Grade
Low teacher coverage and High student achievement (Type

V)

Advanced Algebra

Topic: vector operations

N

Ii2

PQRSTU 1is a regular
hexagon in which PQ
represents vector & QR
represents vector "and RS
represents vector w'. PT

represents? T __S
w
U R
A2u+v v
Bu+v+w Pu®
C 2( u+v +w)
D2 u+v+w
Evew 7-15

49

Probability

Topic: elementary theoretical probability

Teach~r

(% Taught)

S

(% Cosrect)

ad 8% ° 8 8433
?

8
2

A set of 24 cards is num-
bered with the positive
integers from 1 to 24. If the
cards are shuffled and if
only cneis selected at
random, what is the proba-
bility that the number on
the card is divisible by 4

or 6?

4-14




ImPLEMENTING SIMS AT THE LocaL LEvEL

Rationale for the Targeted Study

The purpose of the Virginia Internationa) Mathematics
Assessment Project was to develop a model for program assess-
ment and evaluation at the state and local school levels ir: order
to provide detailed high quality data that would be of use to
curriculum supervisors, classroom teachers, and others in as-
sessing the current curriculum and in identifying new directions
for improvement. Hence, in order to look at the usefulness of the
SIMS model at the local level, a study of the mathematics
prog:-ams in two selected school divisions was conducted.

Target Populations

The target populations for the local school divisions were the
same as those for the state study. This included all students
enrolled in mathematics classes at the eighth grade level (Popu-
lation A) and students enrolled in mathematics classes at the
twelfth grade level having » prerequisite of two years of algebra
and one year of geometry (Population B).

What Did the Targeted Study Involve?

All classes in the target populations for both school divisions
were tested. There was one significant difference between the
study at the local level and the study at the state level.

A pre-test and post-test were administered. This provided
data on student achievement both at the beginning and at the end
of the school year. The Pre-test data provided baseline data for
teachers to use during the school year.

Orientation for Schoo] Personnel. An orientation meeting
was held for administrators and teachers of the mathematics
classes selected for the study. Participants were briefed on the
purpose of VIMAP and the role the targeted school divisions
would serve in the assessment project. Also, the curriculum
analysis, which assessed the adequacy of the international test
iterns for use in Virginia, -as discussed.

14

Q

During the meeting, teachers were told which of their classes
would be involved in the project and given instructions on what
their responsibilities would be. Teachers were given individually
prepared student packets of materials for each of their classes.
Student packets contained test forms, answer sheets, and a
student questionnaire. Teacher questionnaires and nther mate-
rials were also distributed at the meeting.

Testing. Students in the targeted classes were tested oon
after the beginning of the school year. The eighth graders
answered the Core Form test and one of four randomly assigred
rotated forms; the twelfth graders were randomly assigned two of
eight rotated test forms. Students were asked to fill out the
student questionnaire providing valuable background informa-
tion for curriculum and instructional use.

Interpretation and Use of Pre-test Results. The State's
Mathematics staff met with the participating teachers in each
school division separately to assist them in interpreting pre-test
results. Teachers were given the achievement results of each of
their classes by test form and by item. Summary data for the
Population A schools and for the Population B schools were dis-
cussed and suggestions were made on how the data might be
used.

Teachers analyzed the data in light of what mathematics
they had taught prior to pre-testing and the conient yet to be
covered in the local curriculum. The analysis of data was used
to focus instruction on content the teachers considered impor-
tant and where achievement was low.

Post-testing. The targeted mathematics classes were post-
tested near the end of the school year. The same test forms taken
in the beginning of the year were used. This made it possible to
evaluate the achievement during the school year. Also, data from
the post-test could be compared witk state and international
estimates.

o

10
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Analysis of Eighth Grade Data

The pre-test and post-test achievement results were re-
norted for each class and for all eighth grade classes in the school
divisions. Achievementon items appearing on the Core Form was
reported by groups of students taking each of the four rotated
forms. The tables below illustrate the types of information
reported.

The analysis of achievement included a summary of the test
statistics for all items on a given form. A:1 example, of a pre-test
summary report appears in the table below. Individual class
reports give the same types of information.

Pre-Test Summary of Statistics on Core Form Items

[t

1
S
4
o
3

i@

Number of items 40 Possible low score 0
Mean score 14.30 Possible high score 40
Median score 14.86 Obtained iow score 0
Standard Deviation - Obtained high score 13
Reliability (KR-20) - Number of scores 98
S.E. of Measurement - Blank scores 0

Invalid scores 0

Valid scores 98

-~y
-y

The analysis of achievement also included information on
each test form by item. Five quintiles of achievement scores were
established for overall student achievement on each form. The
number and percent of students in each quintile who answered
the item correctly was reported. Also, the percent of students
overall who answered the item correctly and each of the distrac-
tors is given.

Percent of Correct Responses by Fifths
Quintiles

Ist + *
2nd+ *

3rd *

4th + *

5th + *

+ + + + + + + + + + +
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percent

Statistics in the graph above were taken from the following item.
Item 1: 2 meters + 5 millimeters is equal to

A. 2.0003 meters *B. 2.003 meters

C. 2.03 meters D. 2.3 meters

E. 5 meters

*B is the correct choice

1:7




DorieMEnTG SIMS AT THE LocaL LeveL

The number of students in each quintile.and the percent of
students overall who chose the correct answers and each distrac-
tor is given in the chart below.

Matrix of Responses By Fifths

Quixtiles Answer Choices

A (B) C D E Omit

Number of Students

ist 0 17 0 0 0 2
2nd 1 10 0 - 0 5
3rd 0 16 0 0 0 6
4th 0 17 0 0 0 5
5th 0 7 0 0 0 12
Proportion of Students Answering

.01 {0.68) 0 0 0 0. 31
Discriminating .-actor

.06 {0.32) 0 0 0 -0.34

The three preceeding tables illustrate the types of in-
formation reported in the item analysis using a specific test item
from the Core Form. The data is a sample from a pre-test
summary report. Individual class reports give the same types of
information.

I:%
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Analysis of Twelfth Grade Data

The pre- and post-test achievement results were reported by
test form and by item for . ach class and for all twelfth grade
classes in the targeted study. Achievement data was reported in
the same way as the eighth grade population.

Comments on Implementation at the Local Level

The implementation was successfully carried out with little
disruption to the schools involved. The evaluation process pro-
vided the impetus for teachers and school administrators to
examine their mathematics curriculum and to make sound
educational decisions about changes needed. The two school
divisions were also able to compare the achievement results of
their students to both the Virginia and SIMS data.

The experier.ce caused teachers to reflect on instructional
practices and to guestion the importance of some topics that are
currently taught. The opportunity to examine an international
mathematics curriculum provided an inservice in and of itself.

The data provided information that will assist the local
schools in monitoring and assessing their curricula, their in-
service activities, and their student performance from a state and
an international perspective.
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SuMMARY
Eighth Grede Findings
1. Overall. the mathematics achievement of eighth grade stu- As a general pattern in Virginia (as in the United States as

dents in Virginia public schools exceeds that of eighth grade
mathematics students across the United States. In the
content areas of arithmetic, algebra, and statistics. Virginia
students scored higher than the U. S. average: in geometry.
they are identical; and in measurement, Virginia students
scored only one point lower than the U. S. average. In
addition. Virginia students scored higher than the interna-
tional average in three of the five topic areas (arithmetic.
algebra and statistics).

InVirginia asin the United States as awhole, there is not just
a single eighth grade mathe.natics curriculum. Instead.
there is the typical country-wide pattern of four distinct
eighth grade mathematics programs: Remedial (for low-
achieving students): General (for average studer..s); Pre-
algebra (for above-average students); and Algebra (for accel-
erated students).

The four programs differ greatly in terms of the kind and
extent of mathematics content. The Remedial students are
provided, mainly, with topics from arithmetic, with little ex-
posure to geometry or algebra. The Genera! students are
offered a review of topics in arithmetic and some exposure
to topics in Jeometry, algebra and statistics. The Pre-
algebra students are provided more content in algebra #nd
geometry than are the General students. The Algebra
students are offered. typically, a freshman algebra course.
These algebra students are, however, offered little geometry,
probability, or statistics.
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a whole), the level of achievement of eighth grade mathemat-
ics students corresponas to the amount of mathematics that
they are taught. For example, in algebra. the students in the
Remedial classes have the lowest achievement scores (they
are taught very little algebra). and the students in the
Algebra classes have the highest scores (they are taught a
relatively large amount of algebra).

Sceme mathematics topics are relatively easy. on average, for
students in all four eighth grade mathematics programs,
even if the topics have not been taught at the eighth grade
level. For example, spatial visualization was reported as not
having much coverage in any of the four eighth grade
programs. However, student achievement on items dealing
with this topic was rather good ( and at about the same level)
in all four programs.

Other mathematics topics (for example, the Pythagorean
Theorem) appear to be relatively difficult for most eighth
grade students, even though the topic receives high teacher
coverage. Such topics, if considered important for the eighth
grade curriculum, would appear to necd more effective
instructional approaches (including, perhaps, the use of
technology).

Eighth grade students tend to have positive attitudes about

mathematics. They want to do well in mati:ematics and
would like to work at a job that uses mathematics.
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SUMMARY

Twelfth Grade Findings

1‘

The achievem:nt of twelfth grade advanced mathematics
students in Virginia is, on average, a few points higher than
that of their counterparts across the United States. Espe-
cially noteworthy is the higher Virginia achievement in
algebra and calculus.

In most countries, (according to the SIMS report) all ad-
vanced matnematics studen.. ‘ welfth grade) take calculus.
Virginia, however, is like the United States as awhole in that
only about one-third of the advanced students are enrolled
in calculus classes.

The achievement of the calculus students in Virginia is
relatively high--about 8 percentage points above their U. S.
counterparts and 11 points above the .nternational average.
The achievement of the twelfth grade pre-calculus students
was, like that of pre-calculus students across the United
States, rather low. For example, performance was weak on
many aspects of routine algebra content.

Some mathematics topics. for example, exploring basic
properties of a function, received high teacher coverage and
tend to be easy for advanced mathematics students. Other
topics, such us elementary probability theory, are found
easy by students even though they tend not to be covered
by teachers of the target classes. Still other topics are
difficult, even though they receive high teacher coverage--for
example, dealing with certain trigonometric relationships.

The attitudes of the twelfth grade students toward mathe-
matics tend to be positive. They believe that knowing mathe-
matics will help them get a good job and that their parents
want them to do well in the subject.
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...the central problem for today and
tomorrow is no longer access to
school. It is access to knowledge
for all. The true challenge is that of
assuring both equity and quality in

school procgrams.

J. Goodlad

(1985b)



RECOMMENDATIONS

Achieving Excellenr.e in Mathematics in Virginia's Schools:
Some Recommended Next Steps

1. Upgrading the content of the curriculum

In Virginia, the eighth grade mathematics that is available to
most students includes repeated visits to grade school arithme-
tic. As the SIMS report for the United States has observed, from
an international point of view, eighth grade mathematics in the
U. S. resembles much more theend felementaryschool thanthe
beginning of secondary school (The Underachieving Curriculum,
page 95). The content of the curriculum should therefore be
upgraded to reflect recent developments in mathematics and the
demands of society and post-secondary education for quantita-
tively literate high school graduates. Data fro.n this report, the
Virginia SOL for Mathematics and national efforts such as the
report of the National Research Council {1989), Everybody Counts,
provide useful guidelines for such curriculum reforin activity.

2. Restructuring the eighth grade machematics curriculum

In Virginia, as in the United States, there is not an eighth
grade curriculum. Instead, there are four programs that differ
greatly in the amount of mathematics made available to stu-
dents. The lower-ability students, in particular, are provided
mainly a repetition of topics in arithmetic from the grade school
curriculum. The eighth grade curriculum should be restruc-
tured so that all students have the opportunity to learn some-
thing of the power and utility of mathematics. The Virginia
International Study has demonstrated. that as students’ oppor-
tunity to learn topics in mathematics increases. their achieve-
ment tends to increase accordingly. Again, data from VIMAP,
SOL, and certain national studies provide important guidelines
as t~what should be inciuded in this common core of mathemati-
cal knowledge, not only for eighth grade, but for each grade K-12.
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3. Increasing the number of students who study mathematics:
A PUMP. NOT A FILTER

Everybody Counts the report of the National Research
Council (1989}, has observed that, “more than any other subject,
mathematics filters students out of programs leading to scientific
and professional careers... on average, we lose half the students
from mathematics each year (from ninth grade through graduate
school)...” (page 7). In Virginia, we need to find ways to retain
more students in academic mathematics courses through high
school. This can happen as the result of a variety of factors. For
example, recommendation 1 can, among other things, serve to
make mathematics a more attractive subject to study. Recom-
nmendation 2 will provide more youngsters with a better view as
to what mathematics as a field of study is all about. Further-
more, if we seek to increase enrollments in mathematics courses,
we should capitalize on the positive attitudes of Virginia students
toward mathematics. As noted in our report, large proportions
of our students believe that it is important to know mathematics
inorder togeta good job. Students overwhelmingly feel that their
parents wart them to succeed in mathematics.

4. Clear expectations for achievement

As new instructional programs are put into place, it will be
important to clarify for students thc expectations for achieve-
ment that go along with these programs. An important part of
th:s implementation phase will be effective methods for assessing
how much mathematics students learn, and how they learn it.
We need mathematics assessment that matches the state's
curriculum and focuses on what students know and can do,
rather than what they do not know. The NCTM Curriculum and
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Evaluation Standards for School Mathematics provides useful
guidelines as assessment procedures are established at the
classroom, school. and division levels.

5. Classrooms as places for the teaching and learning of
matl.ematics

In Virginia, as in the United States as a whole, mathematics
classrooms tend to be textbook-dominated. In many cases,
relatively little use is made of instructional resources such as
video-tapes, mathematical models or manipulatives. Instruc-
tional use of computers and calculators as reported by teachers
is rather limited as well. Ways should be found to enrich the
climate of the mathematics classroom, providing for every young-
ster the experience of encountering mathematical ideas in a
supportive, exciting, and productive environment.
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Epilogue

In the early 1980s, the National Science Board prepared for
the National Science Foundation and the American people a
report th~t outlined a plan of action for “improving mathematics,
science and technology education for all American elementary
and secondary students so that their achievement is the best in
the world by 1995" (Educating Americans for the 21st Century,
1983). In the intervening years since the publication of that
report, many initiatives at the national, state, and local levels
have been undertaken to help accomplish the ambitious goals of
the National Science Board. The Virginia International Mathe-
matics Assessment Project is an important part of the ongoing
commitment we have to help assure that our students will
continue to benefit from the vision of excellence of the National
Science Board and of our state Department of Ednucation.

“Our mission is to prepare students
for life in the 21st century. We
must empower our young people
with the skills and knowledge
necessary to succeed in a world

that has not yet been defined.”

Governor Elect L. Douglas Wilder




APPENDIX A

List of Technical Reports

Over and beyond the Main Report for the Virginia Interna-
tional Mathematics Assessment Project, there are five technical
reports. A brief description of each report is listed below. These
reports are available on a limited basis from the Commonwealth
of Virginia; Department of Education; Mathematics Service; P.O.
Box 6Q: Richmond. Virginia 23216-2060.

I. Virginia International Mathematics Assessment

Project: Mathematics Counts in Virginia “Technical
Report I: Data Summary”

This report includes a summary of data from all question-
naires and all instruments used in the Study to collect data. This
includes information from the Student Questionnaire Population
A and Population B, Teacher Questionnaire Population A and
Population B, Teacher General Classroom Processes Question-
naire Population A and Population E, School Questionnaire
Population A and Population B and Opportunity to Learn and
Achievement Questionnaires for Population A and Population B.

II. Virginia International Mathematics Assessment
Project: Mathematics Counts in Virginia “Technical

Report II: Test Instruments"

This report includes a copy of each test booklet used in the
study for both Population A (eighth grade) and Population B
(twelfth grade).
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IIl. Virginia International Mathematics Assessment
ect: Mathe ics Counts in Virginia “Technical

Report III: A Guide for Replicating the Second Interna-
tional Mathematics Study”

This report is intended to serve as a guide for schools, school
divisions and/or states for replicating the Second International
Mathematics Study. It includes detailed information on the steps
to follow in carrying out a study.

IV. Virginia International Mathematics Assessment

Project: Mathematics Counts in Virginia “Technical

Report IV: Teachers Teaching...Students Learning”

This report includes a classification of each test item used in
the Virginia International Mathematics Assessment Project ac-
cording to teacher coverage and to student achievement. As a
result, the information therein allows the reader to take a detailed
look at the teaching and learning of specific mathematical topics.

V. Virginia International Mathematics Assessment
Project: Mathematics Counts in Virginia "Technical

Report V: Sampling”

This report includes a description of the Sample Design for
the Virginia International Mathematics Study for each of the two
populations, Population A and Population B. The report also
includes information that may be helpful to someone planning to
replicate SIMS, such as: purpose of the sampling activities,
procedures used to draw samples, quality control procedures
and other such information.




ArPPENDIX B

Design of Samples for Statewide Mathematics Assessment in
Virginia

Target Populations
The target populations for the study are:
Population A: Students enrolled in mathematics classes
offered at the eighth grade level.
Population B: Students enrolled in mathematics classes
at the twelfth grade level (classes requiring a prerequi-
site of two years of algebra and one year of geometry).

The study is limited to regular public schools in Virginia.
Private schools are not included. According to Virginia Depart-
ment of Education data, in the 1985-1986 school year, public
schools had 95 percent of enrollment at the 8th grade level in
public and private schools in Virginia, and 95 percent of enroll-
ment at the 12th grade level.

Sample Design -- General

The sample for each of the two student populations was a
three-stage probability sample of students designed to be ap-
proximately self-weighting; i.e., to give each student in target
population approximately the samne probability of selection for
assessment. The sample of schools for students of 12th grade
mathematics were selected independently of the sample of schools
for < .udents of 8th grade mathematics. Eligible mathematics
classes in schools selected in the sample were the sec~rnd-stage
sampling units.

At each grade level there are sets of test items in separate
hooklets rotated among students in the study sample, paralleling
the design used in the Second International Mathematics Study.
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The study design specified that all students in the sampled
classes be tested. Within a class the booklets were spiralled
(rotated) so that a fraction of the students responded to any item
that appears in only one of the booklets (i.e.. a spiralled item).
This constituted the third stage of sampling. The design at each
grade level differed somewhat in the following way. In tae eighth
grade, four spiralled (rotated) forms were used, together with a 40
item test (core test) taken by all students. In the twelfth grade,
eight rotated forms were used; a core test was not used.

The number of schools ard students to be selected for each
of the populations war determined, on the basis of available data
on components of variance in the U.S. SIMS study. to meet
sampling reliability objectives for the assessment. These objec-
tives were 1o provide estimates of the percent of 8th grade
students who would correctly answer a given test item, with a
standard error of 5 percentage points at the ninety-five percent
level of confidence, and similarly for 12th grade students. It was
also an objective to provide estimates of the average percent of
items correctly answered by 8th grade students and 12th grade
studencs. The standard errcrs for these estimates would be
expected to be smaller than the standard error for individval
items.

Sample Design -- 8th Grade Level

The sample for students of 8th grade mathematics was
based on a stratified sample of 52 schools. Twenty-six strata of
eligible schools were established, each representing approxi-
mately the same number of 8th grade mathematics classes, and
a sample of two schools was randomly selected per stratum.

For purposes of stratifying schools, the average 8th grade
SRA mathematics score for each School Division for the previous
school year and enrollment by school was available centrally.



Arrr..DIX B

School Divisions having 8th grade enrollment of 500 students or
more were asked to provide the average 8th grade SRA mathe-
matics score for each school in the Division. These divisions
accounted for approximately seventy-five percent of 8th grade
enrollment. In the stratum of large divisions schcols were
stratified by their average SRA matiiematics scores. and in the
stratum of Divisions with 8th grade enrollment under 500,
schools were stratified by division average 8th grade SRA mathe-
matics score. Four strata of SRA scores were defined. Within
each of these strata, schools were further stratified by enrollm:nt
size and sampling strata defined so as vorepresent approximately
an equal number of 8th grade classes. A sample of two schools
per stratum was then selected with equal probability. and an ex-
pected four classes subsampled per selected school. (Schools
estimated to have fewer than four 8th grade classes were sampled
at the overall rate and all classes in the selected schools were
included in the study.)

For sampling classes within schools. the selected schools,
were asked to provide a list of their 8th grade mathematics
classes with some indication as to ability grouping, if any. by
class within school. Small classes were grouped as feasible to
provide sampl.ng units of approximately the same size. The
sampling units were then randomly selected. Inlarge schools the
classes were further grouped into two strata within the school
prior to sampling and two sampling units were selected per
stratum.

Sample Design -- 12th Grade Level

The design for a sample of students in 12th grade level
mathematics classes (Population B) paralleled that for the sample
of 8th grade students.
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‘fwenty-six strata of eligible schools were established. and
schools were selected by simple random sampling per stratum.
Schools were stratified by two criteria: (1) average 11th grade
SRA mathematics score for the school based on the most recent
testing or. if not available. the average for the Division to which
the schoci belongs; and (2) a me~sure of the size of enrollment in
the 12th grade level mathematics. Four strata of SRA scores were
defined, and within these. schools were further stratified by
mathematics enrollment size. Average score by school was
available for schools having about 90 percent of the eligible
enrollment. The measure of enrollment size (MOS) used for the
size stratification of individual eligible schools was based or
centrally available data by schools as to enrollment in the 12th
grade level mathematics classes (E). as follows:

E MOS
under 100 1
100-199 E/23.1 rounded up

200 and over E/25.1 rounded up

Strata were defined to be of approximately equal size in
terms of the MOS. A sample of two schools per stratum was
selected with equal probability and 12th grade level mathematics
classes wire subsampled to provide an approximately self-
weighting sample with an expected 100 eligible students tested
per school. There are 194 schools with estimated 12th grade
enrollment under 100. These were sampled at the overall student
rate and all students in the selected schools were tested.

There were 8 test booklets but two testing sessions per
student so that, again, any spiralled test item was taken by a
fourth of the students.




ArPENDIX B

Summary of the Sampling and Cooperation Rate
The final results for the sampling and testing are as follows:

Population A Population B
(regular 8th grade  (12th grade level
mathematics mathematics
classes) classes)
Schools

Number in sample 52 52
Number cooperating 51 51
Cooperation rate 98 % 98 %

Eligible mathematics classes

Number in sample 216 169
Number not approached 2 -
Net 209 169
Number testec 209 169
Cooperation rate 100 % 100 %

Eligible students

Enroliment in tested classes 4,612 3.500
Number tested (records
in the assessment file) 4,506 3.331
Cooperation rate 95 % 95 %
134

60




