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ABSTRACT

Focusing on student admission, academic perfermance,
and persistence patter s, this two-part report examines transfer
ouicomes data on students who attended the Community College of
Priladelpnhia (CCP) and transferred to LaSalle University. The firs=z
section presents former CCP student application patterns to LaSalle
day and evening divisions between spring 1987 and fall 1989. The
second section examines programs of study, grade point average (GPAa),
credit hour accumulation, last semester of enrollment, and awarded
degrees for all former CCP students who attended LaSalle between fall
1983 and fall 1989. Study results included the following: (1)
enrollments in 1986-87 showed a substantial increase over previous
semesters; (2) 8.s of all CCP applicants who applied in spring 1987
and fall 1989 were accepted for admission to LaSalle, with highest
acceptance rates (89.9%) among students formerly in the CCP Nursing
program; (3) between 1987 and 1989, enrollments among transfers were
greatest in LaSalle‘'s Nursing, Finance and Undecided-Business
programs; (4) of the 832 CCP transfers included in the study, 8.7%
earned degrees by fall 1989, 66% left LaSalle prior to degree
completion, and the remainder were stiil enrolled; (5) transfer
students in the LaSalie Nursing program accounted for 23.3% of the
students who experienced an unsuccessful first semester; and (6)
62.4% of the transfers maintained a GPA of at least 2.0, with
one-third earning between a 3.0 and 4.0 GPA. (GFW)
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Introduction

Prior reports in this series describe various dimensions
of student admission and academic outcomes at Temple, West
chester, Widener and Thomas Jefferson Universities. This
report reviews transfer information of this type for students
who enrolled at LaSalle University after departing CCP.

Two separate sets of information, furnished by LaSalle,
prcvide insight into former student admission and enrollment
patterns, academic progress and persistence as LaSalle
studenrts. The present report is divided into two sections.
The first section presents former CCP étudent application
patterns to LaSalle Day and Evening Divisions between Spring
1987 and Fall 1989 and admission decisions associated with
these applicants. Information in the second section of this
paper is based on all former CCP students who enrolled in
courses at LaSalle between Fall 1983 and Fall 1989. It
includes LaSalle data concerning program of study, GPA,
credit hour accumulation, last semester of enrcllmen. and

awarded degrecs.
Application and Admission Patterns

According to LaSalle records, 827 former CCP students
applied for admission to the University between Spring 1987
and Fall 1989. The disaggregation of applicants intc the

intervenirit Fali and Spring semesters appears in Table 1.
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Table 1

Number of Former CCP Students
1ppliing to LaSalle Between
pring 1387 &nd Fall 1989

Sepester/Year # of Applicants
Spring 1987 97
Fall 1987 155
Spring 1988 124
Fall 1988 169
Spring 1989 147
Fall 1989 133
Totals 466 361 = 827

While fcrmer CCP students were most likely to apply for
admission in a fall semester (56.3%), the number of Spring
applicants has grown over the last three years. By
comparison, the number of fall applications has been fairly
constant over this time pericd.

A little more than half of the applicants (53.2%) sought
admission to the Undergraduate Evening division at LaSalle
(Table 2) while 35.8% sought admission to the Undergraduate
Day division. The percentage of applicants (10.0%) to the
LaSalle Graduate division provides further evidence that CCP
is viewed by an appreciable segment of students as one

fundamental element in their complex education history.




Table 2

Lasalle Division
Applied to by ccp Transfer Studonts
Between Spring 1987 and Fall 1989

pivisjon A ts
# %
Undergraduate~-Evening 440 53.2
Undexrgraduate-Day 340 36.8
Graduate-MBA 76 9.2
Graduate-Non-MBA 7 0.8
g;; 100.0

laSalle's Nursing program was most popular with former
ccp students during the studied time period with 14.4% of all
CCP applicants seeking acceptance to it. Business-related
programs were alsc popular options among the applicant pool.
Undecided-Business program hopefuls accounted for 9.9% of the
group followed in magnitude by Accounting (8.6%), Management
(8.4%), and Finance (5.7%) applicants. Other fairly popular
progrzms included Unspecified-Liberal Arts (5.4%), Non-Degree
(4.6%), Computer Science (4.5%), Liberal Arts (4.2%), and
Marketing (3.7%).

Eighty percent (80%) uf CCP applicants to LaSalle were
accepted for admission to the University while only 5.0% were
rejected outright. Fifteen percent (15.0%) of the applicants
did not complete the application process and were rejected as

a result.




Fipure 1

LaSalle Admission Outcomes
of Former CCP Students
Spring 1987 thru Fall 1989
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Figure 1 contains LaSalle admission decision trends over
the six semesters for which this data was provided. Since
1987 acceptances in fall semesters have trended downward,
rejection rates increased slightly and the percentage of
incomplete applications has grown. During spring semesters
the level of incomplete applications has generally been
higher while level of rejections have usually been lower.

Admission decisions associated with each F.aSalle program
with more than 30 former CCP applicants appears in Table 3.
Acceptance rates were h ghest among Nursing applicants
(89.9%) and lowest for students seeking admission to the
Liberal Arts prc~ram. It is i teresting to ncte that for
both of these programs, outright rejections were absent or
either very low. Instead, nonacceptance into these prograns
was attributable to applicants not following through

with the application process.

Table 3

Admission Decisions Associated
With Most Popular Lasalle Programs

%iggiii A ; ants Aggﬁgggg Bej:cteg Igcoggletq

Nursing 119 89.9 0.0 10.1

Business- 82 74.4 6.1 19.5
Undecided

Accounting 71 78.9 5.6 15.5

Management 70 75.7 11.4 12.9




Table 3 cont'ad

Aduission Decisions Associated
With Most Popular LaSalle Programs

LaSalle
Program Applicants Accepted Rejected Incomplete
# % % %
Finance 47 76.6 8.6 14.9
Liberal Arts- 45 77.8 11.1 11.1 :
Undecided ’
Non-Degree 38 542 2.6 13.2
Computer Science 37 70.3 2.7 27.0
Liberal Arts 35 68.6 0.0 31.4

To a lesser extent, this same pattern was true for Non- ¥
Degree, Undecided~Business, Accounting and Finance
applicants. Rejection rates were highest for Management

(11.4%) and Undecided-Liberal Art (11.1%) applicants.
Enrollment, Acadenic and Persistence Patterns at LaSalle
Enrollment Patterns

Based con enrollment figures provided by Lasalle, it
appears that in recent semesters LaSalle has become
increasingly popular with CCP transfers (Table 4). Fall 1986
and Spring 1987 enrollments increased substantially over
previous semesters. This increase is consistent with
the transfer enrollment information provided to us in recent

follow-up surveys of former students.
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Table 4

Number of Former CCP Students
Entering LaSalle
Fall 1983 to 8pring 19895

Fall Spring Fall and

Sepmester ¥ # Spring Total
Fall 1983 31

Spring 1984 17 48
Fall 1984 32

Spring 1985 24 46
Fall 1985 25

Spring 1986 35 60
Fall 1986 113

Spring 1987 82 195
Fall 1987 135

Spring 1988 109 244
Fall 1988 18

Spring 1989 1031 239

Total 474 358 832

The largest percentage (16.1%) of former CCP students
transferred into LaSalle's Nursing projram (Table 5).
Business-related programs also picked up substantial
enrollments from CCP transfers. Ten percent (10.0%) of all
enrollments were in Accounting, Undecided-Business majors
accounted for 9.1% of enrollments, 7.3% were in Management,

6.4% in Finance, 5.3% 1 Computer Science and 5.2% in




Marketing. The only other LaSalle program with enrollment:c
of CCP transfers that exceeded 5% was the Non-Degree program
vhich attracted 6.4% of all enrolluents between Fall 1983 and
Spring 198¢.

Table S

Number of Former CCP Studeats
Enrolling at lLaSalle by
Program of Entry
rall 1983 to 8pring 1989

Program at Entry ¢ ’M*

Accounting 84 10.1
Bilingual/Bicultural 2 .2
Biology 10 1.2
Business-Undecided 76 9.1
Chemistry 4 .5
Communication 7 .8
Criminal Justice 29 3.5
Compuver Science 44 5.3
Elementasy Tiaucation 2 .2
English 14 1.7
Electronic Physics 2 .2
Elem & Special Educ 24 2.9
Finance 53 6.4
General Business 9 1.1
Healtk Care Admin 6 .7
History 5 .6
Human Resource Mgt 8 1.0
Humanities 2 .2
Liberal Arts 15 1.8
Lib Arts-Undecided 36 4.3
Management 61 7.3
Mgt Inform Systems 8 1.0
Marketin 43 5.2
Mathematics 4 .5
Non-Degree 53 6.4
Nursing 134 16.1
Organization Behavior 4 .5
Philosophy 6 .7
Personnel lLabor Rel 3 .4
Political Science 5 .6
Psychology 26 3.1
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Table 5 cont'd

Number of Yormer CCP Students
Enrolling at LasSalle hy
Program of Entry
rail 1983 to 8pring 1989

Progran at Entry ¢ ' Enrollments x

Science-Undecided 4 .5

Secordary Education 11 1.3

Scciology 15 1.8

Social Work 7 .8

Undeclared 5 26
TOTAL 821 98.6

* The following programs hac only one student enrolled

during this time frame:

Analysis, Spanish.

Art, Economics, Mngt. Science,
Master in Mngt. Science, Operations Mngt., Quant.

over the last two Years, crowth in enrollments has been

most pronounced in Nursing, Finance and Undecided-Business

programs (Table 6).

Program
at Entry *

Accounting

Computer Sci

Table €

Nuaber of CCP Transfer Students
Enrolling in LaSslle Program *
by 8chool Year

School Year
1983/ 1984/ 1985/ 1987/
1984 1985 1986 1988
# # # #
Y 5 3 25
6 5 5 4
8

11

1938/
1989

11




Table 6§ cont'd

2
]
>}

Number of CCP Transfer ltudont: o
Enrolling in Lasalle Program * 4%
by school Year 3
School Year
Program 1983/ 1984/ 1985/ 1987/ 1988/ N
at Entry * 1984 1985 1956 1988 1989
Finance 2 2 4 16 16
Management 2 4 6 14 12 il
Marketing 3 4 2 6 14 Y
Nursing 1 1 6 56 43
Non-Degree 0 1 7 13 12
Undecided - 1 0 2 30 22 E
Business :

* Cnly programs with cumulative enrollments exceeding 50

students between Fall 1983 and Spring 1989 are included in
this table. e

Persistence Patterns

Several indicators of LaSalle persistence are provided
including graduation rates, number of enrolled semesters, and
the cumulative credits earned as of the beginning of the Fall
1989 ternm.

Of the 832 CCP transfers included in this stucy, 72
(8.7%) earned degrees at LaSalle as of the beginning of the
Fall 1985 secrester. The distribution of the LaSalle prcgrams

in which degree recipients were enrolled appears in Table 7. .

9
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Table 7

LaSalle Entry Program of
ccP Transfer Students who
were lLasalle Degres Recipients

Program at Entry Regree Awarded
4 %
Accounting 7 9.7
Bilingual 1 1.4
Bioclogy 1 1.4
criminal Justice 3 4.2
Computer Science 8 11.1
English 2 2.8
Elementary Education 1 1.4
Finance 9 12.5
Human Resource Mgt 2 2.8
Management 5 6.9
Mgt Inform Systems 2 2.8
Mz > ‘eting 11 15.3
Mathematics 1 1.4
Nursin 8 11.1
Operation Management 1 1.4
Oorganization Behavior 2 2.8
Philosophy 3 4.2
Political Science 1 1.4
Fsychology 2 2.8
Undecided-Bus. ness 2 2.8
Total 72 100.0

The largest numbers of degrees were awarded to students
enrolled in the Markeiing, Finance, Computer Science and
Nursing programs.

In addition to 72 graduates, 211 students were still
enrolled at LaSalle at the end of the Spring 1989 term.
These two persistence categories account for 34.0% of the
total sample. The remaining 66.0% of the students left
Lasalle prior to degree completicit. The senester-to-semester
persistence patterns for these students appears in Tables

8A and 8B.

10
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Table 8A

Former CCP Students
Semester-to-Semester Persistenca Patterns
at LaSalle
Enrolied as
Start Total # of Semesters Attended Prior to Departing of End of
Semester Entrants LaSalle by Sti.">nts Who Did Not Sam a Deares Graduated Spring 1989
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 81010
Raw Counts
Fali '83 31 6 6 - 5 1 5 1 - 8 1
Spring '84 17 2 2 5 - 2 - - 1 5 n
Fall '84 32 3 3 3 3 3 - - 5 12 0
Spring '85 14 5 0 2 - - 1 1 3 2 0
Fall'gs 25 2 2 2 - 1 1 4 4 8 1
Scring '86 35 8 8 2 1 1 2 g - 3 1
Fall '86 113 34 11 10 5 6 25 - - 16 6
Spring '87 82 18 22 8 10 18 - - - 5 4
Fall'87 135 33 15 18 14 - - - - 8 17
Spring '88 109 20 22 35 - - - - - 2 30
Fall '88 138 47 38 - - - - - - 3 50

11 14




Table 8B
Former CCP students
Semester-to-Semester Persistence Patterns

S s g N e

at LaSalle
Enrolled as
Start # of Semesters Attended Prior to Departing of End of z
Semester LaSalle by Sturients Who Did Not Earn a Degree Graduated Spring 1989
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 to 10 7

Percentages

NN =

Fall '83 19.4 19.4 - 16.1 3.2 16.1 3.2 - 19.4 3.2
Spring ‘84 11.8 11.8 | 29.4 - 11.8 - - 5.9 29.4 -
Fall 84 9.4 .4 9.4 9.4 9.4 - - 15.5 37.5 -
Spring '85 35.7 - 7.1 - - 3.6 3.6 10.7 | 7.1 -
Fall '85 8.0 8.0 8.0 - 4.0 4.0 | 16.0 16.0 32.0 4.0
Spring '86 22.9 22.9 5.7 2.9 2.9 5.7 | 25.7 - 8.7 2.9
Fall '86 30.0 9.7 8.8 4.4 5.3 22.1 - - 14.2 5.3
Spring '87 18.3 26.8 9.8 12.2 22.0 - - - 6.1 4.9
Fall '87 24.4 1.1 | 13.3 32.6 - - - - 5.9 12.6
Sgring '88 18.3 20.2 | 32.1 - - - - - 1.8 27.5
Fall ‘88 34.1 27.5 - - - - - - 2.2 36.2

15 16
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The graduation rates for students who entered in earlier
semesters ranged from 7.1 to 37.5%. Since few of the
students fcom these semesters were still enrolled at the end
of Spring 1989, these graduation rates yleld a fairly stable
range of values. However, given the rather substantial
growth in enrollment patterns in recent semesters, it would
probably be inappropriate to assume these trends in
graduation rates to be the same for students entering lately.
New students in more recent terms are generally persisting at
LaSalle for shorter periods of time. For example, 61.6% of
students who entered in the Fall '88 term departed after two
semesters while the dropout rate in earlier fall terms was
considerably smaller. Coumpared to fall semesters, retention
in recent spring semesters has improved slightly.

The number of LaSalle cumulative credits earned by
students ranged from 0 to 166. The average number of credits
esarned was 50.8 and the median was 49 credits. This is the
equivalent of approximately 17 three-credit courses. Summary
statistics for each program with substantial enrollments
appears in Table 9. Generally, it was students enrolled in
non-specific, non-degree oriented LasSalle programs (Non~-
Degree, Liberal Arts, Liberal Arts-Undecided, General
business and Undeclared) who earned fewest credits during the

studied time period.

i3
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Table 9

Mean and Median LaSalle Credits
Earned by Former CCP Students in LasSalle

Prograns
Program at Entry N Mean Mediap
Accounting 84 54.5 57.0
Biology i 66.3 77.0
Business-Undecided 76 24.2 12.0
Communication 7 88.7 99.0
Criminal Justice 29 85.8 84.0
Computer Science 44 78.5 78.5
Education-Elementary 24 67.8 68.0
Education-Secondary 11 58.0 66.0
English 14 54.9 63.0
Finance 53 64.3 67.0
General Business 9 16.7 9.0
Health Care Admin. 6 7.5 6.0
History 5 55.0 63.0
Human Resource Mgt 8 70.3 71.0
Liberal Arts 15 12.0 6.0
Liberal Arts-Undecided 36 26.9 17.0
Management 61 49.5 52.0
Management Info Systems 8 83.9 111.0
Marketing 43 78.4 86.0
Non-Degree 53 11.7 3.0
Nursing 134 47.1 51.0
Philosophy 6 93.0 108.0
Political Science 5 85.6 90.0
Psychology 2A 50.5 51.0
Social Work 7 77.1 76.0
Socioclogy 15 43.3 48.0
Undeclared 5 24.0 21.0

In Table 10, credits earned are clustered into five

categories: 0 credits, 3 to 30 credits 31 to 60, 61 to 90,
and 91 + credits. The distribution of students in each of
these four categories is fairly similar ranging from 17.1% to

23.9%.

14
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Table 10

C3? Transfer Student '
cunulative Credits Earnsd at lLaSalle -

Earned Students In Category
Credits k 3 k1
0 134 l16.1
3 to 30 199 23.9
31 to 60 142 17.1
61 to 20, 185 22.2
g1 + 172 20.7
Total 832 100.0
Mean = 50.75 Median = 49.0 Standard Deviation = 42.56

Academic Success Patterns

The category of students in Table 10 who did not
accumulate any credits at LaSalle represents those who either
dropped during the semester or completed the semester but did
not pass any courses. The size of this group (16.1%) seems
unacceptably high, given the negative interpretation of this
category. In order to better evaluate this situation,
LaSalle program enrollmernts for the students in this category
were examined. This distribution appears in Table 11 along
with the overall program distribution. Comparing both sets
of figures provides some insight into potential probles

curricula for CCP transfers.

15



Program at Entry _%ll_'m_:_anm:‘:s_ sgmgmz zmai.e.r.a
i
Accounting 34 10.1 14 10.6 i
Art 1 0.1 1 0.8 “
Biclcyy 10 1.2 1 0.8 5
Chenistry 4 0.5 1 0.8 e
Criminal Justice 29 3.5 1 0.8 )
Computer Science 44 5.3 4 3.0 &
Education-Elemantary 11 1.3 1 0.8 %
Education-Secondary 24 2.9 1 0.8 9
English 14 1.7 2 1.5
Finance 53 6.4 6 4.5
General Business 9 1.1 1 0.8
Health Care Adnmin 6 0.7 1 0.8
History 5 0.6 1 0.8
Liberal Arts 15 1.8 6 4.5
Management 61 7.3 8 6.0
Marketing 43 5.2 4 3.0
Math 4 0.5 1 0.8
Non-Degree 53 6.4 13 9.8
Nursing 134 l6.1 31 23.3
Personnel Labor Rel 3 0.4 2 1.5
Psychology 26 3.1 5 3.8
Socioclogy 15 1.8 3 2.3
Undecided-Businecs 76 9.1 15 11.3
Undecided-Liberal Arts 36 4.3 9 6.8
Undeclared 5 0.6 1 0.8
Total £32 100.0 133 100.0

While Nursing students comprise 16.1% of all CCP
transfers, students in this program account for nearly one-

quarter (23.3%) of all students who experienced an

Table 11

ILasalle Program Enrollments of
All CCP TransZers and Transfers Witk
Unsuccessful First Senestar Outcoxes

Distribution of

unsuccessful first semester. Liberal

for 4.5% of unsuccessful students while comprising 1.8% of
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Distribution of
Unsuccessful First
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Arts students accounted
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all transfers. Non-degree program students and undecided
students with an interest in Business or Libexral Arts
programs were also overrepresented in the distribution of
unsuccessful students.

GPA also serves as an indicator of academic success of
former CCP students at the transfer institution. The average
cumulative GPA earned at LaSalle by students in this study
was 2.06 while the median associated with the distribution
was 2.33 (Table 12). Nearly two-thirds (62.4%) of the
transfers maintained a GPA of at ieast a 2.0, with one-third
of the students earning a GPA between 3.0 and 4.0. Since
this distribution is heavily weighted by students who did not
successfully complete any LSU credits and consequently earned
GPAs of 0.00, GPA was also calculatad after dropping out
these students who had an academically unsuccessful first

semester experience at LaSalle.

Table 12

LaSalle GP.. Earned by
Former CCP Students

Students Exclusive of

GPA All Students Those With GPAs of 0.00
# 1 ¥ %
Iess than 1.0 187 22.5 13 2.0
3.0 to 1.99 126 15.° 126 19.0
2.0 to 2.99 244 29.3 245 37.0
3.0 to 4.0 275 33.1 278 42.0
Total 832 100.9 662 100.0

Mea,» = 2,06 Median = 2.33 Standard Deviation = 1.29
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Program at Entry

Accounting

Bioloqgy
Business-Undecided
Communication
Criminal Justice
.Computer Science
Education-Elementary -
Education-Secondary
Enclish

Finance

General Business
Health Care Admin.
History

Human Resource Mgt
Liberal Arts

Liberal Arts-Undecided
Management
Management Info Systems
Marketing

Non-Degree

Nursing

Philosophy

Political Science
Psychology

Social Work

Sociology

Mcan ard median GPA values disaggregated by Lasalle
programs appear in Table 13. Lowest GPAs were earned by CCP
students who transferred into the Liberal Arts, Elementary

Education, Secondary Education, Sociology, Likeral Arts-
Undecided, and Psychology departments.

Table 13 .

Mean and Median Lasalle GPA
Farned by CCP Transfer Students
by Lasalle Entry Progran

: Students Exclusive of
All Students Those With GPAs of 0.00

N Mean Median N Mean Medjan
84 2.0 2.3 66 2.6 2.6
10 1.9 2.0 8 2.3 2.2
76 2.0 2.3 57 2.6 2.8
7 2.6 2.5 7 2.6 2.5
29 2.0 2.2 28 2.1, 2.3
44 2.2 2.4 40 2.5 2.6
24 1.6 1.8 18 2.1 2.3
11 1.6 1.8 8 2.2 2.2
14 2.2 2.3 12 2.6 2.4
53 2.4 2.6 46 2.7 2.9
9 1.9 2.0 7 2.4 2.5
6 2.7 3.2 5 3.3 3.3
5 2.1 2.7 3 3.5 3.8
8 3.0 2.7 8 3.0 2.7
15 1.2 0.0 7 2.6 2.5
36 1.7 1.7 26 2.4 2.7
61 1.9 2.0 48 2.4 2.5
8 2.6 z.6 8 2.6 2.6
43 2.2 2.5 39 2.5 2.5
53 2.0 2.5 38 2.8 3.0
134 2.3 3.0 101 3.1 3.0
6 2.9 3.4 5 3.5 3.6
5 2.3 2.1 5 2.3 2.1
26 1.8 1.6 21 2.2 1.9
7 1.9 2.3 5 2.6 2.5
15 1.6 1.6 13 2.3 2.3
18
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Students in Human Resource Management, Philosophy,

. Health Care Administration, Management Information Systenms,

Communications, and Nursing earned highest GPas.

Recalculated GPAs based on students who completed their first
semester at LaSalle appear in the last two columns uf Table
13.

In order to get a better sense of the nature of the
student drop out process at LaSalle, GPAs for students who
departed LaSalle prior to graduation were recalculated after
eliminating students who earned cegrees or were enrolled at
the time of data collection. Based on this process there
were 391 drop-outs in the study. Slightly more than half of
this group (53.2%) had earned GPAs below 2.0 for their
LaSalle coursework, implying that these students likely
departed for academic reasons. These 208 students represent
25% of the 832 former CCP students who transferred to LaSalle
between Fall 1983 and Spring 1989.

...................................................................
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