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ABSTRACT . .

Environmentalism-has become -a part of the culture,

-and environmentalists now constitute a major social movement. The -
solutions- to many -current enV1ronme1tal pfoblems require a local or

‘natlonal response, but solutions: to other problems will require a :
global response. Major Un1ted Nations reports have recognized ‘that -

5 solving global enV1ronmental ;problems will -occur only through N

3 long-term strategies for achleV1ng -sustainable. development. Education 'é

. is: one: such: long-term strategy, and adult -educators possess much

¢ knowledge  about -adult. learn1ng and program: plann1ng and development

‘that cen be beneflclal ‘to environmentalists. However, -the role adult -
educators should play in the enV1ronmental movement is. not yet clear. :
Because. adult educators are more accustomed to meeting the needs of

: individuals rather: than groups, they may have to adjust some of their )

;e strategles to work with ex;stlng enV1ronmmental groups. Adult "

: " éducators: Wlll need to appreo=ch environmental groups as partners who

want to support rather than supplant their educational activities. :

‘They also-will need to be aware of ‘some issues affiliated with R

L - enV1ronmental education. Among tnose isSues are thats (1) -

: environmental éducation is by its very nature a political activity;

(2) questioning the merits of global development raises the issue of

L balancing ‘environmental needs against the needs of developing s
. nations; and (3) because adult environmental learning is primarily a :

cognitive .activity, perhaps adult educators should engage not in

i, 4 adult education but in promotion of adults who take action. (16

: annotatad résources) (CML)
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1 Clearinghouse on-Adult,

*-Major UN»
-onment and

& -educatcrs must take:care to ensure tha
V- programs (Field 1989).

=/ Career, and Vocational Education a

A -

The 20th annive; moration r
1990 was a reminder of how far the modém environmental
movement. has come as well as- how far it has .to go.
‘Environmentalism Las become a part of the American cul-
ture and environmentalists. now constitute a_major:social
movement. “Membership:in si[c_hgqu‘E as'the Sierra Club
-and the Nature Conservatory numbers 12 million, a
-increase in'the last 15 years (Carpenter 1990; Ficld 1989).
'Desgte"th@sﬁ changes, however, "the ecological woes of the
1970s appe: .alglost‘grovxnaa} when compared with those of
1990 (Carperiter 1990, p..60): ‘ :

~ “Currently,. the ‘solutions to many environmental problems
. require-alocal or n

or national respo

nment and.Development’s *(1987). Our Common :Future,
‘have recognized that solving global environme oblem
-will not occur through a single action, but through long-term
strategies for achieving sustainable development.

Although education is oné-such 1ong-term. strafegy; it is not

clear*what role.adult-¢ducation should'play in.the environ-
mental:-mcvement. Field (1989) points’ out that-"{environ:-

mentalists]- have shown that they. are more than capable of
-meeting their- own - educational ‘and dcvel}ggmg “needs”
(p- 26) and that they have already accom&' ed a great deal
wéthout_-much noticeable effort on the part ‘of adult
-educators.. i

Some adult- educators-(e.g, Bogg 1986, Field 1989, and
Fmﬁ‘erflgs_‘));havq suggested that there is; indeed; a role for
adult educators within the environmiental movement but that
Jtis “unlikely to be a simple matter of sticking-a few courses
‘in the programme” (Fiél&'p, 26). Adult educators are more
Aaccustomed to, meenqﬁithg needs of individuals rather than
groups, so working witl c)nstxn'g environmental groups may
require some.readjustment-in their strategics.

To be effective, adult educators need to.approach eavirer-
mental groups as-partiers who wish.to support rather than
-supplant their educational activities. Adult educators possess
a:wealth of knowledge about adult learning- and- program
planning and development that can be beneficial to environ-
mentalists in-carrying out their. educational activities.

;.;_\qult educators also need to be aware of ébﬁ; of the issues

2l ed wi;ht'hernvii'dmlll;gg;lal_ ‘eqqeaﬁcgn. For_example, it is
its v naturc a t activity. 1986): ests
’tg,at mae:g adult edugtofs,,hzive avétgptedqﬁ‘x?égsenn';usu%gpoﬁf

-tical and noncontroversial posture and may be uncomfortable
~ working. with. ‘environmentalists, .Also, cti

, ‘because active

-cnvircnmentalists tend"to be well educated already, -adult
crs must 1, nsure that working with them

does not reinforce the already existing class bias within their

nnnnn

TRENDS AND ISSUES 7~ 7 1l
T ENV[RONMENTALADULT "Ei)UCATION

rsafy commemoration of Earth Day in April

million, a threefold:

: nse, but solutions to some.
-of theUl%Fgest problems: will requiré a global rwmm
n%‘::’ such as the World Commission on -

obal environinental problems-

-audiences.

Another issue concerns what to teach. “For-éxample, it i§
not unii-nal for pr
developnient, therefore ‘raising -the issue .of balancing
cnvironmental needs against the needs of developing nations
(Sutton'1989). ~ ~ ~ ) S

Firially, Finger. (1989). faises the. issue .of whether_ sdult
-educators should engage in environmental adult learning or
‘environmental adult transformation. He advocates the latter

bécause- it "promotes-an 'adldt,gé‘t[son ‘who i$ not- only:con:-
ut:

cerned about the environment:but:who ultimately-acts; as‘a

part_of a collective- movemeat, 1o _protect, it (p:31): »

vironmental adult learning; on the other hand, is gonntl rily

yout spe-

¢ environmental issues but it does ot necessarily lead to
environmental awareness, concern, or commitment.

in _exploting ~ the- ortunitief ‘and challenges of
s i, gppermiter and callage

‘copuitive in nature in that it provides knowledge &

Andrews, E.,'and Jordahl, H. .
‘Wisconsin Extension, Cooperative Extension_Service:
Natural and Environmental Resource Education Pro-
gims.'? Enwonmaualh?‘mal 9,n0.'3 (1987): 189
194. (ERIC No, EJ 362 767)..

Describes- the environmeital- education programs of the:
to the University of Wisconsin..

extension service “attached |
lains the types of programs that are geared to its various

Boggs, D. "A Case Study of Citizen Education and Action.”
“Acilt Echication gma-:y 37, no. 1 (Fall 1986): 1-13.
(ERIC No. EJ 339 653). '

Describes members of a,dﬁz‘e.x; group concerned about.
environmental issiies as aggressive and dynamic adult learn-

‘ers addressing complex issues. Assistance that adult educa-
tion agencies ‘mebtegfqvndc similar groups and-criteria for
cxplo ’

doing so, are

Carpenter; B. "Living with Our Le oy US, News and
orld Report 108, 1o. 16 (April 23,1990): 60-65.

Describes developments since Earth Day as well as emerging
national and global environmental problems. Includes some
leésorgs"&om the pastthat can be used to-guide future:
efforts.

T

222, no. 4 1(1989). Available from 720 Buthurst
Street, Suite 500, Toronto, Qntarior MSS 2R4 (27.50).

U.S. OEPARY
Offce of Eaucatonas Aoy UCATION

EDYCATIONAL RESOUACE y
w/c CRRR2UACES INFORMATION

i This document Las”been re)
. produced as
feceived from the per:
oo person or organization
O Mirior changas have been-
“reproduction quality. e

de 1o improve

. ;Paur;a?solvl;v;aomnimiifalsdu}; joc

* f view 1 this docu-
ment do ‘not necessanly represent official

OER! position or policy-*

‘to guestion the merits -of global:

WK BE M v ek n b ot

gt ¢ pa e



g b oo

; iOdur

This - spécial issue on.enVifohmental .education takes an

_ ‘international, adult educaticn’ p~rspect1ve ’
Field, 3. s, the Futré for. Adult ..ducatxon Green? -Oppor--

tunities:in-Environmentalism." Adults. Learninig 2% no. 1
(September 1989) .24-26; (ERIC ‘No. EJ 397 420).

stcusses why the nature: -of adult-education may-suit it for
artnership role with environmentalists,  Suggests: that
va ult- eduwtors best .o c{)pbftumty ‘may b2 in-—fostering

-awareness of ways in which environmentalists learn as adults.

Fingér; M. “*Environmental Adult: Edncatlon from the Per-
ective: of the Adult. Learner.” e-22, no. 4
3;89) -25-32; (ERIC-No. EJ 399 978).

Argues for.the process of adult transformation' as the focus
of environmental adult-

-about’the: environment, what they do with this information,
-and how this learning contributes-to. adult transformation.

"Envnronmental Eduwtwn- splxeatlons for
. Environmenialist 7,10. 2 (
| (o3 No EJ.359 979

Exammes the cucal r%uu'ements of eduwuonal partici-
_pation,” attem ‘to define the kind of educational system
“that would'mecei these requirements..

environmental éducation for all age’ groups.

Funk, J; James, T P J;-and ‘Phillips, ‘H.
K, es, alm,A” pS, E?Wg

lelowdalekOntanogeélen Barnard Cam C
Document eproducuon Service No. I 313

the role of

This educational resouirce kit Hlustratés how a 1982 set%g

.changés Over time -from-the 1940s” through
Teacher/Leader. guide identifies major themes and items to
look for in ¢ach illustration.” Major concepts and 'ug',estIons
for learhing activities are included,

i Kna}Pp,C.E OeaangHwnmeaimamowdm A

Skills Primer. Las Cruces, NM: ERIC. Clc%
house. on.Rural Education and*Small* School.s:‘,D
%IC Document Reproduction-Service.-No. 294

‘Désigried :to-provide-practical -assistanice -in -implementi
outdoor learning experiences for youth-and adults, this boo
helps professionals plan. their leadership- development pro-
ﬁrams and create more humane climates in a variety of out-

oor scttings: Tlirée topics_are-treated: -self-knowledge,
hu‘tin‘;a:] communities, and outdoor-environmental awareness
an

A. B 'Educatxon agam;i Envugnn(lle,nstgl) Pol%gt-lgzn’
igeria," no
(ERl No EJ:399. %

‘Describes . a- commumty education_camp designed- to

g *hel ten public awareness of the pollut:on of air, water, and

| résources in Nigeria..
Ru

Mamwl -Educators, . ; Teachers and
Aamon Workers. ‘Nairobi, Kenya: African
Assocxatnon for Literacy -and Adult Education, 1987.
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‘material that may be used i

“of target: groups. Themes.cf environmental health;
forestry and- rural developbment, J)opulatxon, énvironment,
-and- %a{elopment, and urban/in

‘cover )

of amatem'
‘knowledge, an
nvolved in the;progiam have worked to protect the wil

education.. Examination of the life.
histories-of ‘adults reveals what, where, and ‘how they learn

ummer 1987):

“The Elderhostc! course,

fayo, ‘E.:B., and’ bekunle-.lohnson, V. 0., ‘comps, '
‘Educaaonthmu AduItEdccaaon. A
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This: manual” makes available to. -adult educators resourcé -

in formal and nonformal training ‘

rograms for the environmental education of a wide range - -
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San, M., and Durko, M. World Per
- Programs or
Document Reproduction:Se

Oné of two ¢ase stidies in.this document descn’bes a‘pro=

developed in'the small town of Puspokladany by a club:
ers, & society for- propagating- scientific
“a_ciltural.center of the town:

around.the town, to emphasize the necessity . of joint: act:on

in’ presemng the cnvu'onment, “and to urge voluiitary action. -
Availabl)e from P.O.Box -

55593 eBo:l(lllt::', IC%A 80322- 593,($2.50

The 20th - y of Earth- Day -and- the magazine
prompts this spec:al issue on past progress and the future of
the envxronmental movement,

Sugermai, D. A. Advalmreaﬂerw: WorlangmthEIda:
in the Outdoors.-(ERIC Document Reproduction Service

No. ED 308 995);

Wilderness Adventure, is described;
one of-its goals is to increase artxcx ants’ ‘environmental
awareness and r and kna
environment and-history.

Sntton, P *Environimental ‘Education: What Can

ch.* - Convergence 22, no..4 (1989): 5-11. (ERIC No’

EJ 399 976).

Suggests that the role for adult. cducatxon in edvironmental
education may bt to enable others to call for actionandto = .

make decisions.

World Commission on Environment arid Development Our
%mm Future. New-York: -Oxford University-Press;

Report of the United Nation’s World Commission on Envir- “

onment and:Development that was-asked to-formulate-a
global agenda for change, including
strategies for achieving sustainable development by the year
2000 and beyond.
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