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American Bar Association ﬂ }\ Special Committee on Youth Educat on for Citizenship

Selected Background Readings on
Law-Related Education (LRE

by Corinne Levitz

This annotated bibliography 15 designed to acquaint the
reader with selected publications on the rationale for and
history of law -related educauon (LaE). Many law-related
education programs, state departments of education, unner-
sities, and others have published exemplary work in this feld.
Space does not pernut us to discuss them all here. Rather,
we have focused primanly on works by people assocrated
with the American Bar Association’s Spectal Comnuttee on
Youth Education for Citizenship. These works indicate the
range of resources available, and provide a basic « nderstand-
ing of LRE’s origins and goals.

American Bar Association Publications

¢ Anderson, Charlotte C., and Lynda Carl Falkenstem, edh-
tors, Daring to Dream: Law and the Humanties for
Elementary Sche . (Chicago: American Bar Association’s
Special Committee on Youth Education for Citizenshup,
1980).

This is a collccton of sympos um papers addressing such
cricrcal sssues as children’s learnang, schools and schooling,
program development and support, and evaluation. It
represents a major cffort to focus on improving avic learn-
g 1n the elementary schools, long before children reach high
school. It draws upun two great cultural traditions —
humannies and T = to muake thie _urnicular thrust not just
another fad to be “added on™ to an overburdened curricu-
lum Rather, the god s wo ravinafy avic learing m elemen-
tary schools.

* White, Charles J., cditor, Building Bridges to the Lau.
Hotw to Make Laicyers, Judges, Police and Other Mem-
bers of the Community o Dt of Your Lawe-Related Edu-
cation Program (Chicago. Amcerican Bar Association’s
Special Commuttee on Youth Education for Ciizenship,
1981).

Strong community imolvement has been one of the
strengths of LRE from the very beginming The actve sup-
port of lawycrs, police and probation officers, judges, and
many others from the community has been a hallmark of
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this movement. It has greatly strengthened programs adminis-
tratvely, but more important, it has provided educatonal
resources that no other movement can match. Rescarch
shows that an excellent way of making any subject real to
students 1s to show 1t action. Getting the community into
the classroom (and students into the community ) has made
law -related education a vivid subjedt for students all over the
country.

This 1s a “how t0” book. ™ contains .rucles ~.aplaining
how projects from around the country has - been successful
and provides dozens of ups on how the reader can achieve
the same success.

* White, Charles J., Mandate for Change: The hnupact of
Law on Educational Innovation (Chicago: American Bar
Association’s Special Commuttee on Youth Education for
Ciuizenship, 1979).

This report of a Ford Foundation-supported study com-
pares curriculum laws and regulations 1n all SO states with
their actual impact on the classroom, especially as they affect
the teaching of law-related educavon. The study secks to
deternune whether laws impede or encourage an mnovation
such as law-related educauon. The study 1s supplemented
by m-depth interviews of teachers and admunistrators in five
states.

It concludes that mere legislative mandating of curricu-
lum n any subject, incduding law, does not msure any
meaningful dassroom activity. In fact, no law or regulation,
unless integrated into a comprehensive program of pubhc
awareness, parent involvement, teacher education, and stu-
dent engagement, will have an mpact on what students
learn,

This report will be useful to those seeking a better under-
standing of mnovaton in educauon generally, espeaally cur-
riculum mnnovators and scholars studying the process of
mnovanon. tt provides a number of recommendations both
for those who make and mplement education law and for
those who might seck to influence cducational policy. Ie also
provides msight into how teacher attitudes and behavior
influence both formal and informal curricula.
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Journal Articles

* Anderson, Charlotte C., guest ednor, Iutercom 100,
Through the Legal Lookmg Gluss: Reflections of Peoples
and Cultures (December, 1981).

Global and law-related education overlap m the field of
comparative law., Wiile the term “comparative law™ suggests
cross-cultural comparisons, 1t often refers studying faw n
other socieues without necessarily drawing comparisons with
the students” own legal system. This 1ssue demenstrates a
few of the ways that the study of law can enrich the study
of any society or culture, induding one’s own. Indeed, any
law-related education which does not provide opportunities
to explore alternauve legal systems runs the risk of warping
or madequately developing students” understanding of their
own junsprudential herntage.

* Anderson, Charlotte C., guest edutor, Intercom 103,
Beyond Boundanes: Lawe i a Global Age (January, 1983).
Global and law-related education share a mutual concern

for internattonal law, which 1s the focus of this 1ssue. The

teaching materials in this 1ssue guide teachers and students
in dentifying ways international law 1s—or can become--
an arena fo: applying their developing atizenship skills.

* Anderson, Chardotte C., and Mabel C. McKinney-
Browning  "hat Principals Should Know About I aw-
Related T« vion,” Princapal (January 1982), 42-46.
While a rich and varied array of programs m law-related

education 1s available for all grade levels, many school
admimstrators wonder how they can develop a program
their own school, what costs are mvolved, and where they
can get help or advice on gettng started. This article poses
these and other questions, and provides responses which tep-
resent the collective experience of LRE program directors
across the country.

* Anderson, Charlotte C., Mabel C. McKinney-Browning,
and Lynda Carl Falkenstem, guest editors, “Law-Related
Educauon,” Social Education (May 1980), 382-397.

Eduor: Charles White
Designer: Harvey Revdotf
Project Director Mabel C. McKinney-Brow ning

This1s onem asertes of echnical assistance bulletms on Law
related educatton, They are published by the Americar Bar Assocr-
atton’s Spectal Commuteee on Youth Lducauon for Cruzenshap,
7S50 N. 1 ake Shore Drive, Chicago, 1T 60611, 312, 988-5725,

This bulleun s made posable by a graut fronithe Taw-Related
I"ducaton Office of the U'S Department of Education, Grant
Number $123 A800028. We express our grattude to the Depart-
ment for 1ts support.

Pownts uf view or opimons srthis document are those of the authaor
and do notnecessarily represent the oftical postion or policies ot
the Amenican Bar Assocration or the 1S, Department of
Educauon
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in thes 1ssue of Secial Education . a number of arucles are
geared toward law-related education in elementary schools.
Charlotte Anderson’s arucle, “Promoting Responsible
Citizenship Through Elementary Law-Related Education,”
summarizes guidelmes for elem

entary Llaw-related education

ary law
programs. These gimdehnes may also sumulate enitical review.
leading 1o clearer defimtions of what elementary educauon
can and should be. The article concentrates on two crincal
features of elementary LRE programs: (1) the learning out-
comes sought by such programs, and (2) the learming emviron-
ment that facihtates such outcomes.

The three other arucles in this compitanon deal with (1)
a student governance program which eahances the law-
related/cruzenship education students receive, (2) sample
LRE learming expertences for elementary classrooms, and
(3) a bibhiography of children’s hterature with 4 strong LRE
content.

e Hahn, Carole L., “The Status of the Social Studies in the
Pubhc Schools of the United States: Another Look,” Soctil
Education (March 1985), 220-223,

This 1985 survey of state social studies curriculum
specialists and supervisors reveals that since 1975 LRE has
been added to the soaal studies curnculum i more than
half of the forty-six states responding. Law-related educa-
von was identified as the fourth most important prionty
of these respondents. The first prioruy—citizenship
educauon —is one that often includes law-related content and
strategies.

Flahn's arucle provides an overall picture of the direction
social studies was taking between 1976 and 1983, and how
that direction holds stgmficance now as we assess the status
of social studies before undertaking new inttiatives.

o Liule, Judith Warren, and Frances Haley, “Implementng
Effecive LRE Programs.” ERIC Fact Sheet No. 8 (Decem-
ber 1982; ERIC Order Number: ED 233928).

This fact sheet dhscusses the relation between law-related
education and dehnquency prevention. The prehmimary
results of the study ighlighted here indicate that when
properly taught; law related educanon can have a posiuse
cffect on dehingueney and can improve a range of student
atutudes related to delmquency. Fhe fact sheet discusses the
prescribed prinaples necessary to bring about a reduction
in dehnguent behavior, and their imphcauons for program
planning and mmplementauon.

* McKinney-Browning, Mabcl C.. guest editor, The Diter-
matwonal Jornal of Socral Fducation (Autumn, 1987).
Uhisissue of the The International Journal of Socuil Ldu-

caiton s devoted entirely 1o law-related educanon It includes

awide array of arucles covermg this topic, begmning with

McKmney-Brownmg's comprehensne “Law-Related Educa-

ton. Programs, Process, and Promise” which mtroduces the

theme of this 1ssue and places the succeedig aracles within
the context of the theme.

t he other arucles explore the processes or strategies that
have gnded b -related education over the years withim and
outside of the school conmunity.

Jhese arucles discuss Law-related educanon as it relates
to: curriculum enhancement, imstitunional:zavnon, dehn-
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quency theory, constituuonal studies, juvemle justce, the

application of technology, and the effects of caltural differ-

ences on the perception and practice of law.

* McKmney-Browning, Mabel C., supplement  editor,
Todays Lducation (November-December 1980, 61-68.

For Publications and More Information

The publications described in this bibliography can be
obtained from the following sources:
® Building Bridges to the Law, Darmig to Dream, and
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Mandate for Change, American Bar Association, Spe-
cial Committee on Youth Education for Ciuzenship,
Clearinghouse, 750 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago,
IL 60611; (312) 988-5733. Cost: $1 each.

Ends in View: An Analysis of the Goals in Law-
Related Education, Center for the Study of Curricu-
lum and Instruction, The University of Brinsh Colum-
bia, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada V6T 1Z5;
(604) 338-6502. Cost: $30.

ERIC Publications: ERIC (Education Resources Infor-
mation Center), Document Reproduction Service,
3900 Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304 - 6409;
(800) 227-3742.

ERIC general information and assistance: Clearing-
house for Social Studies/Social Science Education,
2805 East Tenth Street, Suite 120, Indiana University,
Bloomington, IN 47408; (812) 855-3838.
Intercom, The American Forum for Global Educa-
uon, 45 John Street, Suite 1200, New York, NY
10038, (212) 732-8606. (The last issue of this maga-
zine was pubhshed in 1986; however, copies of
individual back issues are available at a cost of $4.00,
plus handling.)

The International Journal of Socal Education (Official
Journal of the Indiana Council for the Social Studies),
Ball State University, Burkhardt Building, Department
of History, Muncie, IN 47306; (317) 285-8728.
Lawy, Justice, and the Indwndual in Society: Psycho-
logical and Legal Issues (ISBN #: 0030 —121566),
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 6277 Sea Harbor Drive,
Orlando, FL 32821; Customer Service: (800) 782-
4479. Cost: 530 (plus tax and shipping).

Peabody Journal of Education, Peabody College of
Vanderbilt University, Nashwille, TN 37203; (615)
322-8963. (Copies of Isidore Starr’s article “The Law
Studies Movement: A Memorr™ also can be obtained
from the ABA/YEFC Clearinghouse for $2).
Principal, National Association of Elementary School
Principals, 1615 Duke Street, Alexandna, VA 22314;
(703) 684-3345. (Copies of the 1/82 1ssue referred to
m this bibliography are out of print. Cupies can be
obtained from the ABA/YEFC Clearinghouse for $2).
Soctal Education, National Council for the Social
Studies, 3501 Newark Street, N.W., Washington, DC
20016; (202) 966-7840.

Toduy’s Education, National Education Association,
1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20036;
(202) 822-7200. (The last 1ssue of this magazine was
published in 1986-87, and the November-December,
1980, issuc is no longer in print. Copies of the sup-
plement, however, can be obtained from the

ABA/YEFC Clearinghouse for $2).

(W

This supplement to Todany s T lucation consists of six short
articles mroduang differant we,y s that teachers natonwide
are bulding LRE mto therr course. Highhghted are mock
tnals, literatare, and problem solving.

* Perara, Carolya, “Law -Related Education i Elementary
and Secondary Schools.™ ERIC Digest (ERIC Order Num-
ber. EDO-5088-6; (Bloomington, Indiana. Clearinghousc
for Social StudiesSocial Suience Education, June 1988,
Thus arucle addresses (1) the meaning of law-related edu-

cation, (2] reasons for including LRE in the carriculum, (3

ways to include LRE in the curniculum, and (4 characteris-

tics of effective LRE prog-ams in elementary and secondary
sckools. Also included 1s a short resource list of addinonal
background readings.

¢ Starr, Isidore, “The Law Studics Movement: A Memor?”
Peabody Journal of Education (October 1977), 6-11.
Thus arucle by Isidore Starr, affectionately known as the

“father of law-related education,” provides a history of the
Law -related education movement and its earhy pioneers, Tlhis
account of the beginmings and growth of the law studies
movement contributes use fully to understanding the pg-saw
puzzle of curricular change. The consensus of the early
leaders 1n the field of LRE was that effective law studies
mstruction would lead to an understanding of the nature of
law in our soaw ,, develop analytical skalls i confrontng
value conflicts, assist in probing moral and ethical dilemmas,
and develop an appreciaton for legal processes and the bases
of law.

¢ Starr, fadore, guest editor, “Teaching About the U.S. Con-
sutanony” Socwl Education (May 19735, 361-430.
This secton contains topfeal arucles, curncular sugges-

tions, teaching strategies, and instructional resources, all

related to teaching about the Constitution.

“Law m the Schools. Goals and Methods,” by Paul A,
I'reund, 1s one of anumber of ¢ ,cellent arucles in this 1ssue.
In this arude, Freund helps to guide LRE s formanse
years by setung out basic goals that contmue to shape qual-
ity ERLE programs today.

Freund asserts that Icarnig moral reasoning or ctlucal
analysis by continual pracuce i reaching deasions and has -
ing to justify them 1s a primary goal, and onc that carries
with 1t not only a resulung knowledge or appreaiation of
the law, but also a skill useful to the student’s enure educa-
vonal process.

According to I'reund, the methods for teacling these goals
should involve a partiapatory, mteractive learning process
for the students, using activities such as simulation and
role-playing.

Books

* Combs, ferro'd, Sharley Parkinson, and Roland Case, edi-
tors, Fuds i Viewe. An Analyas of the Goals i Lae-
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Related Education (Vancouver, Canada: University of Brit-
ish Columbia Center for the Study of Curniculumn and
Instruction, 1989).

This collection contains original papers by a number of
Canadian and American teacher-educators and legal educa-
tors. The papers critically assess some suggested goals of law -
related education (as opposed to methods or strategies for
teaching LRE content}, and propose and justify new goals
for LRE. Topics include: critical thinking and LRE, teach-
ing about law reform, LRE as ditizenship education, legal
reasoning, and building respect for law. The publication 15
geared toward both LRE teachers and instructors of preser-
vice LRE teachers
* Fmual Report of the U.S. Office of Education Study Group

on Law-Related Edecation (Washington, D.C.. U.S.

Government Printing Office, 1979), OL Publication No.

79-43000. (This publication 15 out of print and 15 no

longer av mlable from the U.S. Government Prinung Office.

Copies can be obtamed from the ABA/YEFC Clearing-

house for $2).

The Study Greup on Law-Related Education examined
the condition of law -related education in the Umited States,
including its growth, the coles which various agencies and
stitutions played in that growth, the values of LRL, and
its needs. The report of the Study Group sets forth a strategy
to accomphish national support for LRE.

A memorandum submitted by the American Bar Associd-
tion 1s attached to the Study Group's report as Appendia E.
The “Memorandum on Law-Related Education. A Cru-
cial Component of American Education” reflects the collec-
tive thinking of many leaders in the field of law-related
educaton.

* Leving, Felice ., and June Loun Tapp, editors, Law; Jus-
tice, and the Indwidual m Society: Psychological and Legal

Issues (New York: Holt, Rinchart and Winston, 1977).

Three chapters in this book provide goud backround read-
ings on LRE. Paal A. Freund, the author of “Lew in the
Schools,” focuses on the objectives of law teaching as a ¢om-
poncent of dementary and high-school educanon. Not only
should legal educavon teach the content of law, 1t should
also emphasize an ability to reason dialectically, cope with
uncertanty, appreciate the ethical dimensions of problems,
and weigh the consequences of diverse action. The complex-
ies of achieving these goals are discussed, as well as the
kinds of ubjecuves law programs nught well indude. {(In Jus
article, Freund provides an adaptatien of the goal statements
outhned sn lus earlier 1973 Social Education aracle, “Law
in the Schools: Goals and Methods.”)

Fehee J. Levine and June Louin Tapp, m their chapter “The
Dialectic of Legal Socializauon in Community and School”
am to darify the relauon between the ndividual’s natural
redsoning abihity and the impact of soaal vaniables. Legal
tducanon should be parr of a broad societal commitment
to sociahze and resocialize individuals to become more inter-
autine, self-rehant partictpants in multiple systems of law.

“Developing Senses of Law and Legal Justice,” by June
Lowin Tapp and Lawrence Kohlberg, sets forth a theory of
legal development, dernved from cognitive developmental the-
ory, using data on .American students from kindergarten to
college, as well as data on preadolescents from many nanons.
The data shows that soualization expertences can influence
the growth of legal values and roles both positively and nega-
tnely. Implications of the theory and findings are discussed
for legal socrahzation.

CorINNE “COOKIE" LEVITZ 15 a lawver who now serves as
< Y .

a project director for the ABXs Special Commuttee on Youth

Education for Ciizenship




