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What is the Bernard van |oeer
Foundation?

W hat does the Foundation do?

Who organises the projects”

How docs the Foundation work?

What do the projects do?

Cover photograph children from
the Hebar provinee pre swhool
programme, Peoplc’s Repablic of
Ching
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T WORK OF THE BFRNARD VAN THER FOUNDATION

The Toundaton takes s name from Bomard san Toer, a Dutch
industrialist who died in 1938 and gase the aitire shure capital ot his
worldwide enterprise for humanianian purposes The Foundation®s
money comes trom the probits of the Van 3 ear Group of Companies,
which apocnlines mmaking packagimg matenals and products, and s
etiblishod m 3 countries

Lhe Tound abion supports imnevative prejeets whichare dosigned to
unprove the cducational, social and developmental opportumities of
Children trom binth to eight sears of age Nearly 100 major projects
are currently being suppported in 40 countnes around the world
mcluams both industrialised and developing nations Inall cases the
tocus iy on those children and commumities that are Ieast able 1o
benchit rom educational and dev elopmental opportamties because of
ol and other torms of dinadvantage These include the children of
ethiie and cultural mnontics, chbdren hiving i urban slums shanty
towns, and remete rural areas, and children of teanage parents

Lhe Teundation docs not organise or manage projects fosorkswith
parinersn the countnes where the projects are locat | Tor example,
projct pantners medude govemment depariments ocal muniapabines,
trade umons, acadenicinstitubons and v oluntany orgamsations These
Jocal pantners are responsible for all aspeats ol a projeat - development,
man igoment, traming, inplementation, evaluation They also contnbute
4 propertion of the costs in temms of beth money and <enaces Akey
objective i the mibaton and implementation of projects is that the
etfectiveness of the wotk they succeed in deseloping wall Last long
atter the Foundation has withdrawn from the projedt

Fhe Toundation doos not st giv e grants, it also provides techmaal
advice, mtonnation and professional support to projects i the tield
The Foundation Network consints of people assoctated with projects
and the stat! ot the Toundation Animportant part of the support given
by the Foundation s the sumudation of exchianges of intormation,
ideas ind Ggponencees between projedds Inter projedt visits are
artinged, sernars and workshops dre orzanised, and publications
hased on project experiences are produced

A projecis supported by the Toundation have, at thar corg, the
caucation, care and development of soung children An essential
mgredient of projectsas the cddose myvolvement of the parents of the
childien and of the surrounding commuomits - This is based on the Ichef
that the home 1s the most important environment atfccting human
development, and that the commumity 18 also important Progeets do
not thordord ook onty at educational activitics which tabe place in
pro-schools, nurserics o pnmary schools, they work with adults in
thar own homes and i the community in order to create
unduntandme and awareness of children™s developmental needs This
LN
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Project intormation

INTRODUCHTON

Current Programme provides briel deseriptions of the
major projects bemng supporied by the Bernard van Leer
Foundation This edition replaces the booklet of the same
name published i March 1988

Approval of mqjor project proposals i the responsiblity ol
the Foundation's Board of Trusiees Projects histed here
include these mgjor projects (or phases of projects) which
were operationadly achive at the beginming of Apnil 1989

Nanety four major projects are mcluded i this edinon
tachisdesanibed m terms of-

the sponsoring insttution 1 ¢ the orgamsation officially
responsible tor carry g out the acuvities for which the
Foundation has made a grant;

the title of the project;

the duration of progact acivities supported by the
Foundanon,

an outline desenption of the project 1is setuing, the
reeds o which it responding. its objectives and
dctivities

W here the carrent phase of a project was preceded by
carher phases of Foundation support, these are referred to
n the tent

II
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Country information  For cach country there s a map show ing the location of the
headguarters ol the project, or projects, listed under the

country heading The maps dare not 1o & common scale

Accompanying the maps are statistical data relevant to
carly childhood care and education The sotrees and
defimtions of these data are as follows-

Total population  Source UNIH L State of the World's Children, 1989, Table
1 (figures for 1987)

Child population under 5 Source U\ L op i, Table S (figures for 1987)

Infant mortality rate  Source (NP op o, Table T annual number of dedths ol
mntants under one yedr of age per 1000 Iive births, for 1960
and 1987

Under 5 mortality rate*  Source (Nt op cid, Table 1 annual number of deaths of
children under 3 years of age ner 1000 hive births, for 1960
and 1987

Primary school enrolment  Source tNICHE, op ¢t Table 4. net enrolment rahio of
chddren enrolied m primary school who belong to the
relevant age group, expressed as a pereentage of the total
number of childien i that age group (1984-1986)

Primary school completion  Souice UNICiL, op cu, Table 4 percentage rate of children
enterig {irst grade of primary school who successfully
complete primary schoolin due course (1980 1986).

Population figures  Population hgures have beon rounded 1o the nearest 01
nmilhon

na.ndicates that the figures are notavailable from the
sources ¢ ted above

*Digures given for ‘under Smortality
rate’ are estimates prepared ow the
United Nations Population Division
on an mtemationally comparable
basisusing various sources In some
cases, the se may differ from ational
cstimares
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Alrica

Population tnutliong
Towl 22.1
Cluldren under 5 4.9

Infant mortahity rate
1960 124 1osT 73

Under S mortaliny rate
1960 208 {957 116

Primary school cnrobirent
nale/temale na.

Primary school completion
rate 62

Ministry of ducation,
Sdience and Technologs

Nationa! Centre tor Laly
Childhood Fducation

INACL

oS3 1090
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RENY A

Sudan

£ahiepia

Uganda

Somahka

Nawobt

Tanzama

The National Centre for Early Childhood Education
SO based gt the Keny a Institute of Education
Ndairobi, coordimates and supports carly childhood teams
throughout the country. Working through District Centres
tor Early Childhood Education (bici <1 1), the programme
provides traming tor pre-school teachers and those who
tram them, helps to develop cumicula and teaching
meihods adapted to the language, culture and tradinons of
local commumities; and emphasises the involvement of
parents and the local commumity n all aspects of pre
schools This mcludes bulding, cquipping and managing
pre schools, providing resources and materials, and
contrtbuling to the curnculum Traunng provided by
NACHOE DICECES 18 usuadly i service and s located in the
los alities and schools where people work




AVITINY

Population codhions:
Towl 1.6
Childrenunder 5 0.3

Infant mortalny rate
1960 149 1957 101

Under 5 n‘.\rmm) Tald
1960 208 U877 139

Prunary school enrolment
male, female na.

Primary school completion
rate 27

Ministry of Education

Tramng and upzrading for
pard projessronals and
parenis mthe Losotho

carly laldhood dovclopnici
programme

o9 a2
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Mozambique

Narmibia Swazland

® Maseru

South Ainca

More than 200 Carly childhood development centres have
been setup m Lesotho by tocal communities, The Early
Childhood Development Unitof the Ministry of Education,
together with the Lesotho Distance Teaching Centre, 1s
developing a programme ol traming, currieular
development and parental education in three districts
Working with local feaders, parents and communities, the
dims are to develop both a traming system for
underquahfied teachers and locally relevant materials, and
Lo create grealer awareness nationally and locally of the
needs of young children Fmphaus will be given to child
health and nutntion and the preyention of child acaidents
and water borne diseases
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Population (rullions

Toul 233
Children under 5 3.6

Infant mortahy rate
1960 163 1987 84

Under 5 mortality rate
1960 265 1987 123

Primary school enrolment
male/female 7850

Primary school completion
rate: 70

Ministere de la Jeunesse et
des Sports and Universite
Mohammed

(Ministry for Youth and
Sports and the Moharmyned
Univeraty)

Pilot pre school teacher
Lramning programmne

19860 - 1989
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Algena

Mauntanma Mali T

O! 2 1 nuthon dldren m Morocco aged four and five,
only 600,000 go 1o pre school. Responsibility for pre-
«hool edueation 18 divided among different ministries and
prisate organisations, cach of which runs its own small
network and for which hardly any curmiculd or sutably
tramed statf are available The Minmisiry for Youth and
Sports 1s responsible for a small network of new pre-
«hoois and 1s mvelved with the Mohammed V Umiversity
m the development of a new approach 1o pre-school
teacher trammg 1 Rabat, From a demonstration pre-school
centre m a nearby brdonville, residential courses with an
cmphasts on prachical work are offered to tranees from all
over the country, together wilh mtenaive m-service trainmg
for staff m 11 local pre-school centres The strengthening
of the Toval network. mcluding the mcreasing mvolvement
of parents” asseiations, s seen as the basis tor the future
development of 4 national network

It
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Alnca

Population (nulhons
Total 101.9
Children under 5, 20.4

Infant mortality rate
1960 190 1987 106

Under 5 mortality rate
1960: 318 1987 177

Primary school enrolment
male/temale na.

Primary «chool compl *tion
rate 31

UNICHE (N1geria)
Improving basic child care
and child dov dopient it

carly years

1987 - 1991
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NIGERIA

Cameroon

Gt

[SIPRATNC

Buased on the findings of sun eys which im eshigated
cxsting child care arrangements and fanuly needs,
aclivibes are now under way in the two focal government
arcas of Oyo and Owo which include both urban and rural
communities The programme’s social mobihsation
approachnvolves all those who look after young children
- mothers, sibimgs and other caregivers - and emphasises
child development, health and ininion, the use of locally
relevant materials, and the reinforcement of Tocal

Lo guages and tradinonal cultures. The projeet has begun to
hink the vanous bodies which provide senvices to children
and their famlies, and worhs also through jocal women’s
organisations: These have jomntly set up three
demonstration child care facilities and intend 1o offer
traiming programmes relevant to focal needs. The project is
part of & wider mibabive 1o promote rural development and
10 Tessen the heavy burden of food production and
processing which falls on women and children Everaually
the Early Child Care ard Development Programme will
cover five Jocal government arcas in five states of the
Federation,

‘.
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Afnca SOUTH ATRICA

Population (malliony)
Total 33
Children under 5 4.6

Zu. babwe

Namibra Botswana

Mozambique

Infant mortabay rate

1960 138 1987 73
IOHANNE SBURG

Under S mortality rate " PY Swaziland

1960 192 1987 98 HLIENSKAOON

Primary school enrolment

Lesotho ©DURBAN
male/female noa. -

Atant.
Primary school completion Ingan Ocean

s
rale. n.a. CAHAISTONN

(¥a] /
«°-«v E o ° @EAST LONDON

Community Educationand  The Darban suburb of Chatsworih houses the magority of

Development Trust the city 's Indian population The centre was established m
1978 as a Jow-cont factlity providing pre-school

Charsworth Early Loarming programmes and related community activities. The wentre

Centre, Durban has rased mterest in the education of young children in
“hatsworth through activities such as a mobile play centre

1984 - 1991 i a converted bus, the estabhshment and support of
bachyard nurseries and playgroups, parent traming
progiammes, a small pre-school resource centre: o
community newsletter; teacher traming courses, workhshops
and support programmes; and a health programme for pre-
school children, Both parent and community mvolvernent
in the planming and implementation of these activities has
been ncreasing

ERI
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Afnca

Entohosweni Early
Learning and Community
Services Centre

Early Leamimg m Sowcto,
Johannesburg

1086 1991

Centre for Sodial
Development, Rhodes
University

Trammyg for carly chldhoad
care and education i

Grahainstown

1987 — 1991

O
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Eniokosw eni s an cstablished secial wellare organisation
operating in the country s largest black arban community
The Centre, set up in Soweto in 1974, caters Tor children
from sty months tosix years, and its programme of
activities is geared low ards asasting the children to eapress
themselves and to develop therr learning abilny In
addition, traiming workshops and demonstration classes
have been setup for pre-school workers, A home-based
play group programme uses tramned home visitors who
focus onhedlth end nutriion as well as educational
activities Programimes for parents help o inerease their
conhideice wih children and improve their educanional
role

Dunng us fird three years of existence the Foundation-
supported pre school project of the Centre for Social
Development of Rhodes University in Grahamistown
provided traming and resource facthties to exrsting pre-
schiools, and helped establish home-based services, In g
new phase, the project will consolidate s urban activities
and concentrate on developing rural vutreach activities by
helping to setup rural pre-schools, providing pre- and

m service tranmg for pre-«choul teachers and playgroup
leaders, and edablishing an education programm for
parents Speaal aitention will be given to carly somulation,
improved nutntion and parent support




Afrea SOUTH ATRICA

East London and Border TEis project continues and expands the work of an carlier

Socrety tor Barly Foundation supported project by providing in serviee

Childhood Fducation tratning for pre school teachers in the East London and
Border area [t has a trairmg programme with nursesin

In senviee traming and hospitals to encourage their mvoly ement i the overall

support for carly educanon development of chuldrenn therr care, clinic based
activiiies for mothers, and a support programme for new ly

1987 - 1991 established pre-schools i the Eastern part of the Cape

Province.

Rural Pre-school The Trust was created m 1981 to tram para-professional
Development drust pre school teachers inthe rural arcas around Viljoenshroon
in the Orange Free State. The project has sue ceded in
‘Ntataise” experimental convinang locdl farmers that they <hould demonstrate
pre school project Tor responsibility tow ards the children of the labourers on their
ldren of fam labourers, boldings and 23 pre schools are funchioming where none
Viljoenshroon earsted before. The pre schools are provided by the
faraers, while the projeet tramns the para-professional

matenials and a mobile library. The project offers regular
trasning courses and support to 100 simular pre-schools in
other farmming arcas of the country, including the
production of a comprehensive gutde on establishing and
operaung farm pre-schools, Parent education programmes
focusng on chnld development health and nutrition are
aivo bemg srengthened during the current phase of the
project

1987 - 1YY} teachers and prov ides support services including play

ERI!
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Afnca

Western Cape Foundation
for Community Work

ECW pre school traimng and
SUppoOT' project

T987 - 1991

ERIC
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SOUTH AFRICA

The Western Cape Foundation for Community Work g cw),
a wellare organisation supporting communily orgamsed
pre-schools i and around Capetown, provides a vartely of
services related to young children and their fanulics With
Founddt'on support, 1cw 1s now mcreasmg those of 1ts
operations which are particularly relevant for newly
established pre-schools, Activities undertaken mclude

n serviee tramng for teachers and para-professional
teachers, parent education, school management, support for
fundraising as well as support 1in financial adnumistzation at
community pre-schools
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Population (milhons)
Total- 8.8
Children under 5 1.6

Infant mortalny rate
1960 110 1987. 73

Under S mortahity rate
1960 182 1987. 116

Primary school enrolment
male/femaie. n.a,

Primanry school completion
rae: 79

Foundation for Education
with Production (11 p
International)

Pre-<chool, healtih and adull
cducdlion i a rural
settemient ared

1983 — 1989

ZIMBABWE

Zambia

Harare
Mozambique
wlSHALDA
(]

Botswana

South Africa

The Kushanda project s based at a cooperative farm i the
Murondera district in north castern Zimbabw e and 18
gradudlly extending 1ts activities to other communitics in
the arca A comprehensive trammg programme,
imcorporating child development, the management and
running of pre schools, health, natnnon, advht education
and hiteracy . was developed at the pre school at the farm.
Fhis now provides a traimimg base tor stalf of other pre-
whools, eight of which have so far been setup




Africa

Ministry of Primary and
Secondary Education

Rural pre schovl project

1986 — 1989

Association of Women's
Clubs (Awc s, Zimbabw ¢

Tranmg Mozambican
refugeces

1088 - 1991

ERIC
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/IMBABWI

Rudimentary pre school groups in rural Znnbabw ¢
developed from [eeding posts estabhished during the
drought of 1981-84. These were run by local women
volunteers who, though untrained, mitiated play activities
for the young children commg for food supplements There
are now well over 3000 village-based pre-schools in the
country which exist largely as a result of self-help efforts.
Thix project 1s part of a broad pre-school programine
mittated by the Government in 1982 and provides traming
tor local pre-school workers m order to upgrade their shills
and abilities A natonal curricul.m has been compifed as
has a Play Equipment and Fumiture Production manual,
hased on the experience of workshops held throughout the
country mmvolving teachers and parents.

The avil war i Mozambigue has uprooted more than 4
million people, many of themn seching refuge
neighbouring countries. At least 75,000 refugees are
located m four cammps i the castern part of Zimbabwee, of
whom somie 25,000 are children under the age of five The
AWC = which has been involved in runming a traiming
programny for pre-school teachers mn Zimbabwe — has
established raming teams to work i cach of the refugee
camps o provide mitial trainmg and gaidance to refugee
para-professionals on basic organisatronal sXills in setting
up and running pre-schools, and on the develepment of
toys and educational materials. The project will also
provide fanuly education aimed at improving the health
and nutrivon of children, vocational trainmg and Ieadership
shills for Mozambicar refugee women to enable them
ultirnately to take over tramming tasks, esperially in the
evenl of areturn to Mozambique

~7




ASIA AND PACRIEC

Panistan

Tngrang

Malays.a ©* :

Singapore
4
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ASIA AND PACIHIC

Regional Training and
Resoarce Centre for Asia

1988 - 1993

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Arcgiondl traiming facility for carly chiléhood care and
cducation, based 1n Singapore, has been established to help
1dentify training needs in Asia, idenufy traiming expertise
throughout the region in order 1o build up and support a
regional traiming team, develop traiming courses, and
provide a library of educational and training matenials. The
centre, run an cooperation with the Singapore National
Trades Umon Congress, plans to operate core courses for
trainers, who in tumn are expected to run courses for project
staff i1 their own locations, with support from the staff of
the centre. Short courses will also be offered in Singapore
for staff of projects in the region on particular topics of
common interest. However, the bulk of the tramming work is
expected to occur in the field, making use of the regional
fraining team, so that the actual practice in specific
siuations can provide the material for training.

'}




Popuiation (mnhons)
Total 16.2
Children under 5 1.2

Infant mortahty rate
1960. 21 1987 9

Under S mortahity rate
1960). 28 1987 10

Primary school enrolment
male/female 97/98

Primdry school completion
rale na.

Aboriginal 'raining and
Cultural Institute (111,
Balmain

Leadership and managament
for Abonginal carly

childhood cducation aict,

1986 - 19RY

ERIC
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AL TRALTA |

SUSTERLALLEY
Fartee 48t e

BALVAI
Syriney

Canberra @

The Abonginal population of Australia s a lnghly
disadyantaged indigenous nunority i an industrialised
couniry, [nfant mortality rates [or Aboniginals are three (o
four tmes higher than the national average. The children
who sunvive are ten timies less Tikely 1o complete school
thartothier Australiens A1CEwas set up by a group of highly
miohvalad Aborigines and draw s together urban, rural and
traditional communities The project operales a traimng
programn « (o develop communty -based teants of six or
more people who work i rural communities They
concentrate on finding ways of enablimg Aborigingl
parents, teachers, cian leaders and health and weliare
personnel to coordinate thar eftorts i a way relevant to
the needs of yeang dldren




At and Pacitic

The Hunter Institute of
Higher Education

Community based services
for fanulies i caras an parks

1988 1991

Lady Gowrie Child Centre

Early chifdhood and soxial
support for 1solated fanulbics
mNew Soath Wales

1987 ~ 1990

ERIC
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Approvmately 300,000 Australians Iive m caras an parks
Many arc unemploy ed and cannot afford permanent
housing Recent sarveys have highlighted the effects of
caravan park ife on chuldren, who are deseribed s being
aggressive or fearfull unused to play. physically awkward
and lacking in verbal shills In an carlier phase. the project
developed a programme for chuldren and fanulies in 17
caravan parks in the Hunter Valiey region of coastal New
South Wales, aimed atimproving young children’s sovial,
cmotional and physical skills and assising parents to w ork
together 1o mprove conditions m the parks and 1o utthse
available cducational and health services In its current
phase. the project plans 1o focus on providing traiming and
support for local parents” groups and park managements 1o
operate playgroups, after-school programnies and parent
cducanion programmes Efforts will also be made to extend
the progranmme 1o other caravan parks in the greater
Sydney arca

Fanuly hic on homesteads mthe remote rural areas
(outback) of the north-west quarter of New South Wales 11
imperilled by boredom, alcoholism, low mcome, lack of
conipeience mdaaling with government services and, for
children  hittle opportunity for contact with other chyldren
or adulis This stuation 1 ag sravated by parents” hmited
understanding of child development which can contr.bute
to problems such as delayed speech, hearing and
coordination problems and Tk of social and pre-acadenmie
skiils aivong the children The Lady Gowrie Child Centre,
with a disunguished record wearly childhood education,
has developed a project to reach 400 outhack children with
mtensive mputs and another 2,000 lesmtenavely This
v olves . mobile resource tmit to proside early childhood
cducaton and health progranmes through home viating
«nd playgroup programmes The mobile unit1s
complemented with a daly r «dio programme for children
and parents and good quality ¢chuldren’< videos

17




Asia and Pautic

AUSIRALIA

University of Western
Australia

Educational support for
children of winerant families
in the Goldfields Region of
Wedstern Australia

1987 - 1990

With the resurgeace of minmg m recent years m Western
Auslralia, many inerant families have moved mto the
Eastern Goldficlds Region, finding new locations as
prospection and nining opportumties change. A study,
carmied out by the Umniversity of Western Australia with
Foundation support, found that children who change school
and residence at least once before they are eight years old
tend to have lower academic achievements than other
children. Hov.ever, children whose parents show interest in
their schooling and provide a high level of support, do
manage to perform beiter than the average. Accordingly,
the University of Western Austraha has developed an
cxperumental system to provide a specialised teacher
resource service, including mteracuve computer learning
resources operated by children in lower primary school,
their parents and teachers.




Asia and Pacihe

Populahon (nullions),
Total 1,088.6
Children under 5.99.3

Infant mortainty raic
1960 150 1O87- 33

Under § mortahity rate
1960 202 198745

Primary <chool cnrolment
male/female. 99/91

Primary «chool completion
rate. 66

Central Institute of
Educational Research . i
and Qin County

Development of a system of
tranmg and on the jub
support for pre school
cducation m rural areas of
China

1987 - 1990

)
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Mongola

Beuing
[}

Pakistan

W Fast China
Vietnam Sed

Eighty per cent of China's population is rural In many
rural «reas, local govermments are expresang therr
deternunation (o improse their children's opportunities by
mnvesting therr immted resources i the convtruction and
staffing of simple Mindergariens and raiming centres, in
O County within the wheat-growing provinee of Hebo, a
Rural Resouree and Tramng Centre o being established
which will provide m-senvice trainimg o support the staff
ol kindergartens m therr own communities, Their work will
he supported by mobile units: The project will also develop
cumculum and materigls suntable Tor application in rurdl
pre schools, and work out ways to reach famuhes and he
them to credle a healthy and sumulating environment for
thewr children

l)
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Asia and Padig

Population (nullions)
Total, 1219
Children under § 7.2

Infant mortahty rate
1960 31 1987 §

Under § mortality rate
1960 40 1987 8

Primary school enrolment
male/female TOO/100

Primary school conpletion
rater 100

Shahaifukuski-Hojin
Betaniya Home

(Socral Welfare Counail,
Bethany Home)

Services for mothers md
uldren i rcfuge cantres

1986 1992

ERIC
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USSR \% 4

China (PR)

Fa b

J) e

@ Tokyo

The growth m the number of single-parent fanulies in
Japan has led to the need for readjustments in ways of
thinking about and ¢ ping with women and children who
are virtually cut off from therr fanulies. The Bethany Home
1s e of several hundred simmlar voluntary insututions n
Japan and, 1n a first phase of Foundation support, renewed
and consvhdated several existing programmes to help these
famulies, manly i a residential setting In a second phase.
the Home is developing its trammg programmes for
workers and mproving services for single parent fanuhes
during and after thewr stay More emphasis 1s being placed
on extendmg services nto the commumty and on the
adoption of new methods m other setings throughout
greater Tokyo.
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Asia and Pacific

Population (nulhons)
Total: 16.2
Children under §. 2.2

Infant mortality rate
1960- 73 1087 24

Under 5 mortality rate
1960 106 1987 33

Primary schooi enrolment
male/female. n.a.

Primary school compietion
rate* 97

Kementerian Kebajikan
Masyarakat

(Mmistny of Wellare
Services)

Alternative huld care project

1984 - 1992

MALAYSIA

A

Thaland

Kuala

Brune:
Lumpur o

Indonesia
I
i
|
|
!

Fdn T san

A natonwide sample survey of dild care services in 1982
revealed that the quality of care available was uneven. A
new child care centre law 1s being implemented by the
Miniiry of Welfare Services which has also imuated this
project. During wts first three-year phase, the project
provided basic training programines for 140 government
staff and more than 300 workers n child care centres n
plantation arcas, Malay village« and 1in the capital, Kuala
Lumpur. Basic parent education programmes were also
developed During the second phase the central training
capacity 1s being strengthened and broadened with the
estabhishment of training and development teams in cach of
the country’s states. They are concentrating on health,
hygiene, support for children, interaction with children and
general management of child care services State-level
resource centres will also be established to support the
traimng programme, with a focus on the diverse cultural
backgrounds of Malaysian children and the use of =zlevam
matenials and toys to stimulate ¢hild development
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MALAYSIA

University of Malaya
Faculty of Education

Malaysian child
development study

1986 - 1989

ERIC
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D

This study wms to remedy the lack of hard data available
for devigning carly childhood programmes in Malaysia. In
the absence of factual mformation about such aspects as
phy sical and social development, dietary and child rearig
practices among Malaysia’s various commumues, many of
the programmes for the SO0,000 Malay ,an chiidren
attending day care and pre-school centres, are planned on
the basik of mformation about children in Western
countries. The rescarch covers physical, health, cognitive,
language, social and emotional factors and 1s a
combination of cross-cultural and longitudinal rescarch.
Chuldren aged 3-6 years are being studied and tested in
different settmgs and the rescarch results will be fed into
evisting teacher traming and carly childhood educanion
programnes.

o
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Asta and Pacific

NIW ZEALAND

Population (nullions).
Total: 3.3
Children under 5- 0.3

Infant mortality rate
1960: 23 1987: 11

Under § mortality rate
1960:27 1987. 13

Primary school enrolinent
rate. 100/100

Primary school completion
rale. n.a.

Department of Education

Non-formal carly and far-uly
cducation for nunority
communitics 1n New
Zealand (Anau Ako Pasifika)

1987 - 1990

O
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Tasman Sea

Wellington

Pacific Ocean

A

Recent immugrants from the Pacific Islands and their
children make up three per cent of New Zealand's
population. The Islanders, drawn to New Zealand by the
prospects of employment, now face job losses n the light
of economic recession. Recent research on children of
Islander immugrants entering primary school revealed lack
of preparedness for writing, vocabulary and oral language
shills The Department of Education has planned a project
to train and upgrade para-professional Islanders working in
community-bascd day care centres, together with a hoine-
based programme to improve health practices and
nutrinon, as well as parenting skill . he project is
coordinated by a committee involving three Government
Ministries and representative bodies of the Islander
commuinties.

-
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Asaand Paatie

PAKISEAN speaal projea wath refugees

Populaton fimlhons),
Total 111
Children under 5 21.4

Infant mortality rate
1960. 163 1987. 110

Under 5 mortahity rate
1960 277 1987 169

Prinary school enrolinent
male/temale naa.

Primary school complenion
rate 34

Stichting Viuchteling and
International Rescue
Committee (R

Early stinulation and fanuly
cducation for Alghan
refugees i rural aieas in
Pakiutan

1987 1990

O
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2 China (PR)

Islamabad
[ ] [ ]
PESHAWAR

Afghanistan

A-abear Sea

Smce the 1979 Sovictinteryention, as many as five million
Afghans have fled therr country, seching refuge in
neighbouning Pakistan Many refugees come from rural
arcas and are largely illiterate. Therr physical condition is
poor, with widespread malnutrimon and general health
problems Chuldren especially lack stunulation and support.
The projedt, operated by the IRC which has long eapenience
w refugee sitwations, 1s stunulating the overall
development of the children and working to strengtnen the
mothers” role as prirne educators, through the development
of carly childhood facilities in conjunction with health
services and the trammg of para-professionals to work with
the mothers Special attention 15 also bemng given to
mproving health and nutrition.
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Asta and Paaific SINGAPORF

Poputation (mulhons)
Total. 2.6
Chuldren under 5+ 0.2

Infant mortality rate
1960 36 1987 9

Under § mortahiy rate
1960. 50 1987+ 12

Primary school enrolmient 3 Singapore City
mdale/female 100/100 o8- hd
AR
: PR A
Primary school completion %
trar Il
rate: 90 Strat of Singapore

National Trades Union Government estimates suggest thal by the early 1990s,

Congress (\.1 ¢y somie 20,000 Singaporean children will need day care
services - more than three times the places currently

Alternative child care avatlable The s, which operates 12 child care centres,

SETVICES 15 devdloping an approach 1o child care which focuses on
community parbeipation, With Government and

1986 - 1989 Foundation assistance, e N IUC 1s opening new centres in

the empty ground floor spaces beneath multi-storey
apartment butldings in which most fanulies live.
Volunteers from the community participate n the design
and runmng of new centres and are tramed n the care and
cducation of young children These approaches are part of
acomprehensive national effort w open 70 community-
hased centres to serve working parents m Singapore,

(Y
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SINGAPORE

Institute of Edudation
A study of the cogmuny e and
soctal development of

pre-school children

1986 - 1990

ERIC
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A three-year resedrch project, carmied oat by the Institute
between 1983 and 1986, has provided the first
comprehensive data on the sozial w..u cogmuive
development of children in Singapore. A second phase
sceks to upgrade pre school teachers’ skills. Each year
tcachers and supervisors from 40 different pre-schools
attend weekly workshops at the Insuitute for a five-month
penod, then the supervisors conduct a series of workshops
for teachers at their own pre-schools over another five-
month penod. Teachers participating in the Insutute’s
workshops are encovraged to share what they leam with
their colleagues, The project 1s also disseminating its
findings to professionals and parents through a mass media
programme, public sennnars and publications



Asiaand Pacific

Population (nuthons)
Totl 533
Children under § 6.1

Infant morntality rate
1060 103 1987. 40

Under 5 mortality rate
1960+ 149 1987: 51

Primary school enrolment
male/fermale” n.a.

Primary «chool completion
rate (1976 64

United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNIICR) and Redd Barna
(Save the Children Fund,
Norway)

Aliemative educaton and
care for refugee ecldien

1984 - 1989

ERIC
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TIEAILAND Speaial projects with refugees and displaced persons

Bangkok
°

Guif of
Thailland

Malaysia

In the refugee camps setup m Thailand for victims of
conflicts in Indoching, many familics succumb 1o a
situation of dependency, isolation, mactivity and
depression: When they are eventually resettled in other
countnies, thir ability to adjust has already been
undermined by the trauma of war and life in the camps.
The project, with Foundation support, 1s collaborating wath
several voluntary organisations to improve the guality of
child care and education services for refugee children, and
stimulate self-help among the parents. The projeet’s
educational activities attempt 1o use children’'s cveryday
eaperiences to sumulate therr all-round development,




Asia and Pacitic THAILAND
United Nations Border Nearly 300,000 displaced Kampucheans are Ining in eight
Relief Organisation (& ko camps at the Thaeborder - one m five of them s a child
and Redd Barna (Save the under six years. Women m the border camps have set up
Children Fund, Norway their own Associations and, in the first two years of ths
project, secup 60 carly childhood centres Imhed to basic
Early childhood and cducation programimes ror adulis. In a second phase, the
community services withthe number of carly childhood centres 18 bemng expanded as are
Khmer Women's programimes 1n basic chuld development, literacy,
Assocnations sanilation, health and nutntion, and shills trammmg. Assisted
by professiondls from UNBRO, these programmes are run
1986 - 1991 entirely by the Khier Women's Associations in the border
camps
|
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Farope

Population (millions)
Total 10
Children under 5: 0.6

Infant mortality rate
1960: 31 1987. 10

Under 5 mortalvv rate
1960, 35 1987 13

Primary «chool enrolment
male/female 94/96

Primary school compleiion
raic. 78

Vormingscentrum yvoor de
Begeleiding *an het Jonge
Kind (v/wn)

(Centre for Traiung in the
Care of the Yoang Child)

Flemish Traiming and
Resource Centre

1985 - 1990

BITGIUM

NOrth Se

Netherlands

LRI

Brussels
(]

France

L uxembourg

The Resource and Traming Centre, operating throughout
the Flemish part of Belgiuin, has deseloped a varied
programme of matertals, resources and traming achivities
for people workmg with children aged 0-3 years. A
particular target group 1s the 2,000 or <o officially
registered and supervised childnumnders who look after
children i their own hornes. Short courses have been
developed for childmimders and the professionals who
supervise them, audho-visual materials have been
produced, and ¢ magasme for childmunders and people
working m creches and nurseries has been published,
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BLLGIUM

Province of Limburg
Mother and child
development among

immlgmm Comumunlies

1988 — 1991
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The coal muming areas in Limburg have attracted
immagrant tabour since the 1930s. Seven different
nationality groups are wdentifiable, none of whom have
Belgian nationality, and who live within their own
language groups. Unemployment rates are high as the coal
munes are progressively being closed and action 1s being
tahen on several fronts to avord the emergence of a totally
marginalised community. This project 1s working with
pre-school centres and teachers to develop an
understanding of the children’s culture, and with parents
and the community to strengthen the educaticnal capacity
of immigrant fanulics,
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Europe

Populaton (mulhons)
Total 55.6
Children under § 3.8

Infant mortality rate
1960 29 1987, 8

Under 5 mortality rate
1960). 34 1987 10

Primary school enrohment
male/female 1007100

Pumary school complenon
rate 93

Association Collectifs
Enfants-Parents acip,

Involvemnent of parents Irom
underprivileged milicuy in

parent run pre school centres

1986 1989

ERI!
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FRANCE

Belgium

Lukembourg

@ Pans

witzerland

Atantic Do ean

Mediterraneen Sea

ACER 18 g natonal federation of over 200 day care centres
imitiated and managed by parents, where parenis and
professionals work together on a partnersinp basis. The
project amms to adapt and eatend its parent run pre school
approach to fannlies mdisadv antaged circumstanees,
including the mumugrant commumty. Four pilot centres
have been setup in four different types of community
where immuigrant and indigenous parents and chald care
professionals are together managing and runnmg varied
formis of ctuld care facilities as well as setting up hinks with
other local services The project 15 also addressing the
cducational needs of parents and providing them with
opporturnities for personal development




Europe

Féderation des Foyers
Ruraun

(Federation of Rural
Commumty Centres)

Pre «chool care m rurdl
Southern France

1988 - 1691
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IR ANCF

Over a quarter of the total population of France Iines
rural arcas but few of them are farmers, Many young
famulies are unemployed and the educational facilities
avdilable for their young children are sparse Three small
arcas i the Languedoc-Roussiilon region have been
selected inorder to explore a variety of strategies with
people iving under different arcumstances Among the
strategics being used arc the setiing up of parent-run
creches, mobile creches, playgroups and home-based
creches, tranmg and support {or parents, community
members and professionals: coordiation of the various
bodies providing services for children and farmhes: and the
sumulation of parent-based networks
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Europe

GERMANY (1 ederal Republic)

Population (nullions),
Total. 60.9
Children under 5+ 3.1

Infant mortahty rate
1960- 33 1987 9

Under 5 miortality rate
1960 40 1987. 11

Primary school cnrolment
malc/female. n.a.

Primary «chool completion
ratc 96

Forschungsgruppe
Modellprojekte

(Research Group for Model
Projects), Essen

Early childhood and parent
cdacation in the Turkish

community

1985 - 1991

Dcmr;ark U —~
N 5’/ A
{ :]P Baltic Sea
North Sea Q 0&

Netherands

@ £SSEN

Belgium

Luxembourg

France

Austria

Switzerland

People of Turkish origin fonn the largest group of forcign
workers in West Germany. Integration has been difficult,
espectally for young children tom between the two cultures
of fanuly and neighbourhood. During 1ts first phasc, the
project mittated mother and child pre-school activitics in a
primary school which have served as a model for other
schools workimg with minority gioups, as well as cultural
activities and language, heaith and other courses for
mothers In 1ls current phase, the project will continuc
these acuvilies while intensifying contact with other bodics
involved with Turkish inunigrants. Attention will also be
given Lo the development of educational materials and
helping primary school teachers understand the needs of
mmigrant children through training sciminars.
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Europe

IRFEAND

Population (nulhons)
Total* 3.6
Children under 5.0.3

Infant mortality rate
1960 31 1987 9

Under 5 mortahty rate
1960. 36 1987 11

Primary <chool enrolment
male/female naa.

Primary school completion
rater n.a.

Udaras na Gaeltachta
(State Development Agency
for Gacelic-Speaking
Regions)

Children in the Gachiacht

1984 - 199]

O
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Northern
Ireland

Insh Sea

Atlantic Ocean 20 alV Y

Staring n 1979 m the cconomically depressed islands on
the westeoast of Treland, the project 18 now expanding to
worh in all the Gaclic-speaking arcas of Ireland. All
activities are anned at msulling an understanding of and
cominitment to the value and mnpanance of pacenis in ther
children’s development. A home visiung scheme for
parents of chuldren aged 0-5 years 1s carmied oat by mothers
from the same localities, and work with schools has
suceeeded moencouragg specrad programimes for parents
and children before primary school entrance and i the first
years of school Particalar emphasis s given to the values
and traditions of the Gachic language and culture
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IRTTAND

Eastern Health Board

Commumty mothers
programime

1088 — 1090
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The programme’s origins go back 0 1979 when the
Eastern Health Board (1 118y was once of four authoritics
participating in the Child Development Project run from
the Universaty of Bristol in the Uk Betwcen 1983 and 1988
the 118 developed and adapted the programme to sint local
condiions and the currat two-year phase of operatjons has
the objective of consohdating and widening the
programme throughout the greater Dublin arca.
Community mothers are local women who are tramed and
supervised by Fanuly Development Nurses to carry out a
structured programme of visits to mothers of young babies
in the same locality. The visits cover a range of matters
affecting both mothers and children and include health,
nutniion and overall development.




Furope

Population (mulions)
Total 4.4
Children under 5 0.5

Infant mortality rate
1960 33 1987 11

Under S mortality rate
1960, 40 1987 13

Primary school enrolment
male, female n.a,

Primary school completion
rile, n.a.

Renewal Departinent of the

Jewish \gency

Early cnldhood and fannly
development

1U82 - 1400

ERIC
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ISRALFL

/
Lebanon

MORASHA f8-" .
Mediterranean Sea :, :
Jerusalem @ /4
ASHKELONE®
: Dead Sea
e .
DEROT "eeuse®

°
BEER SHEVA Jordan

Egypt

A

The progect has made conceerted efforts to build individual
capacity and responsbility manimmigrant community,
mainly of North Afnican ongin, and develop he skills and
understanding to provide educational services for children
aged 0 6 yedrs ona self-help baas The project s now
developing new activities such as parent education
programmes, and eatending and spreading its most
sucevsstul programmes — home visiting, family day care
and para-professional trammng — i the greater Tel Aviv
arca
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The Association of the
Education and
Development Project

Early childhood and parent
cducation in the Negey

1988 — 1991

Pinchas Sapir Regional
College of the Negey.,
Ashkelon

Community and cducational
project for Beta Isracl

1985 - 1991

O
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ISRALL

Starting in 1981, a <eries of parent oriented educational
achivities was developed in Sderot, a Development Town
in the Negev m southern Israel These activitics are now
being extended to other towns i the Negev which face a
range of socio cconomic hardships Iinplementation of
programmes s based on focal needs and will include
pre-school facihties for -6 year olds, ennichment activities
for primary school children. programmes in community
centres and health climies and home viciting schemes, all
involving parents and specially trained para-professionals
from the same communiies

Some 12.000 Ethiopian Jews have settled in [srael since
the mud 1970, many duning the drought and fanune of
1984-85. Without modern cducation and conung from
condinons of constderable poverty in rural Ethiopia, many
famulics found the experien: ¢ of adjusting to their new
homeland traumatic During 1ts first three years the project,
which s located m Beer Sheva, has been successful in
developing a range of commumity-based child and famuly
oriented programmes which have imvolved the Ethiopan
community Drawing on carlier Foundation expernience in
the Negev and in other parts of Isracl, the project has
developed cooperative pre-schools, enrichment
programmes, home visiing services, group work for
parents and adolescents, and a health education
programine. Ethiopan women were trained as para-
professionals to implement many aspects of these
prograinmes. In its latest phase, the project will extend the
range of 1ts programmues to achieve eity-wide coverage,
intensify 1ts home visiing programme, instiute & trammg
programme for health and education workers, and expand
1ts health education activities 10wl also undertahe
dissennation and advocacy tasks i cooperation with
national bodies,
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ISRALL

Trust for Early Childhood
Family and Community
Education Programmes

Early childhood and
communily cducation in

Arab communities

1985 -1991

The Jerusalem Foundation
Early childhood and
community ducation in the

Old Cy

1986 - 1991
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Expenience of the hindergarten and parent education
programme m the Old City of Jerusalem (see below) has
stimulated a demand for wider dissemination of the mode’
throughout the Arab community in Isracl. In an initial three
yedr phasc, the project identified four locations where
r.omprehensive educ ation services for pre-school children
linked w1th home-based family support programmes werc
needed and where there w as a readiness on the part of local
lcaders to become mnvolved. Through para-professional
trainmg, fanmuly day care centres, home intervention and
lcadership courses, 1t was possible to reach a target
audience of more than 5,000 fanmhies. The production of a
series of Arabic newsletters on child-related topics for
mothers and famities also had considerable impact with a
circulation of 15,000 copies In its sccond phasce, the
project intends to increase the number of communities
involved, strengthen its training programmcs, introduce the
coneept of e community school within existing primary
schools, and develop further wnitten and audio-visual
matenals,

Between 1979 and 1985, the prouject developed o umgue
cducanional model, Lnamg centre and commumity-based
activies for young children and famulies in deprived
neighbourhoods of the Old City Among the programme’'s
many innovative elements were the development of a
training system for para-profcssionals, the extension of the
‘parent’ cuneept to include older sisters, the involvement of
adolescent boys, and a productive role for the elderly. The
Jerusalem Mumeipahity has joined forces with the
Foundationin an cxiension of the project, during whichits
posiuve outcomes w il be institutionahised.
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Europe

As Hdiation for community
and education in Acre
(YAHAD)

Early childhood care and
education in an mitegrated
Arb/Jewish commumty in
Acre

1986 - 1989

Israel Association of
Community Centres
Matnas)

Regional and national
support stnictu - for carly
childhood and parent
cducation

1988 - 1932

ISRALL

Acre, innorthern Istael, has a nuaed Jewish and Arab
population Acre [aces a number of problems. poor
housing, high unemployment and a lack of adequate
cducational facihities. The projecs 1< being developed to
bring Arab and Jewish parents, children and other
communily members together i a cooperative effort o
overcome some of the problems alfectung young chiidren
Activities include child care, informal pre-school
cnrichment, resource provision, community organisalion
and malu-disaplinary trainmg for para-professionals. Both
Arab and Jewish residenis actively participate at all levels
and links are being made with Gity-wide inshitutions

Matnas is a nauonal associgtion resporsible for sonie 150
mulli purpose community centres in lsrael, mainly located
in Development Towns and depressed urban
neighbourhoods. About hall of these centres run varying
types of early childhood and parent education programmes
and the aim of the project 1s to develop a range of training
and curnicilum niodels to swit the needs of professic 1al and
para professional stal[ and parents. The project will be
working at both local and national levels and will be usng
the accumulated know ledge and eaperience of other
Foundation-supported programmes n Israel to promotce
carly childhood work imvolving fannly and community.,
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Population (nulthona
Total 57.2
Children under 5 3.1

Infant mortality rate
1960 44 1987 10

Under 5 mortality rate
1960: 50 1987 12

Primary school enrolment
male/temale 97798

Primary school completion
rate 99

Comune di Milano,
Ripartizione Educazione
(Muntcipality of Milun,
Education Department)

Tempo per le fumigcin
fanuly ume

1985 - 1991

ERIC
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I'TALY

Austria

Yugostavia

BASIHICATA

Tyrrhenian Sea

Po
o

Although the City of Milan has excellent day care serviees
for children aged 3 10 6, their high cost and the fact that
many mothers of children aged 0-3 do not work outside the
home, Ted the Education Department m 1986 to set up a
Ceniro per le Fanuglie (fanuly support centre) n one of
Milan’s working class districis, Foundation support during
the first phase of the Centre’s operation enabled the
development of an ennichment programme for children,
support and educanon for parents, trammg of para-
protessionals, and the mteraction of health and social
service professionals with parents. In its current phase, the
project plans to establish three new centres, further develop
and refine the traiming programme for professionals and
para-professionals, utihse the existmg Centre as a
demonstration and traming facility, and work towards the
establishinent of thes approach as a new form of carly care
and education within the City’s education pre eramime.
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ITALY

Istituto per la Promosione

dello Sviluppo Econoraico e

Saciale gsrrs;
(Institute for Econoitue and
Soctal Developaient)

Early chiddhood and
community cducabion in
Basilicata. Southem Tlaly

1986 — 1089

Education Department,
Region Molise

Retraimng caltural worhers
for carly childhood

development roles

1987 - 1U8Y

Basilicata 1s one of the poorest of Haly’s regions,
mountamous and thinly populated. The project’s objectives
are based on the eaperience ganed by ISPLS 1n a project
supported by the Foundauon untl 1986 mneighbouring
Mingardo, and aim at a comprehensive policy for the care
and cducation of young children. The project aims to
intraduce new ways of working in the Health and
Education scctors with the overall goal of cooperation
between the two services while at the same time sensitising
parents and corntunity members to their own capacities
for mvolvement in the process. Project acuivitics range
{from traiing and upgrading of professionals and key
people in the institutions, producing learning materials, to
launching parent education experiments and backing up
local mitiatives throughout the region

Sernviees mthe Molise region, imcluding education, are
scaree and deficient. Up to four years of age there 1s no
provision for children whatsoever. For 4 10 6 ycars olds,
hindergartens arc available, even in the smallest villages,
but their quality is generally poor Anuratort culturali, who
are all trained teachers, have been working in the region
(employed by the regional autherities), but were generally
unprepared for community cducation work. The project
will develop a strategy to encourage the various institutions
and agents to cooperate more closcly in mecting the needs
of children, and will train the animator: culturali wo act as
local coordinators between cducation, health and social
services and the family, to promote better quality scrvices
and the educational capacity of familhies.
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University of Bologna

Community-based carly
cducanon for chldren 0-6
yearsn dispersed rural areas
in the Po Delta

1987 -- 1990

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ITALY

The Po Delta 15 a depressed, predominantly agricultural
rural arca, with high unemployment rates and rudimentary
living conditions, A low level of coverage of pre-school
cducation in the area has resulted in exceptionally high
school failure and drop-out rates i primary and sccondary
education The University of Bologna, in conjuction: with
the Education Department of the Emilia Romagna Region,
1v developing a controlled expermmental project ammed at
claborating an adjustable model of carly education for
children from 0 to 6 years of age. The project will respond
to the varymg needs of these children and therr famihics
and make use of the resources of the fanuly, the
community and eaisting cducational and social services.
Five communities, representing different conditions, are
uvolved, and parents are participating from the start n the
assessment of needs and plannimg of action
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[ NEFTHERLEANDS

Population (milhons)
Total 14.5
Chuldren under 5. 0.9

Infant mortahty rate
1960 18 1987 8

Under 5 mortahty rate
1960.22 1987.9

Primary school enrolment
male/female: 85/88

Primary school completion
rate* 95

Museum voor het
Onderwijs

(Muscun of Education) The
Hague

Programmc for
the young child

1985 - 1984

ERIC
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North Sea

Germany (FR)

Belgium

The Muscum provides educdtiondl services o schools and
focuses on the theme “Man and His World’. Tradiuonally
calerimg to the 9-18 age group, the Museumn is now
reaching out to younger children. The project has
developed support materials for teachers of these children
based on the daily lives of children m the Sahel region of
Africa, and 15 using the Museum setting to develop
eapertise in the use of Muccum facilines. More young
<hildren will have access to the Muscum’s collections and
facilines as a result of the project, which also includes an
outreach component which has mvolved 280 schools. The
overall aim s to enhance the multucultural perspective in
cducation, and the children’s awareness of the world as an
interdependent system.
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Stichting het Kind

inde Buurt

(Child and Neighbourhood
Foundation)

Support for young lamilics al
risk

1985 - 1991
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HHE NFTHERLANDS

In the northerm provinces of The Netherlands an e imated
25 per cent of the labour force 15 unemployed, with
consequent soctdl problems With the breakdown of the
traditional farmly structure, incomplete families, often
headed by teenage parents, are becoraing common A first
phase of the project, based in Gromingen, addressed the
problems faced by such familics by training young parents
and adolescents i parenting techmques through pracucal
actnvities i neighbourhood créches Young people,
otherwise condenned to meaningless unemployment, have
found satisfacuon and personal development i therr
mvolvement m day care The adolescents, who dare not
themselves parents, are in vocational schools and, as part
of the project’s preventive programune, have developed
tcaching matenals on teenage parenthood. In the current
phasc, the project mtends te reach out to the neighbouring
province of Friesland where conditions are sinular 1o
Groningen, and 1o refine and inplement a curriculum with
related materials to enable teachers in vocational schools to
st a deeper understanding and nterest m child
development.
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Furope

Populanon tnullions
Total 4.2
Children under § 0.3

Infant mortaly rate
1960 19 1987 7

Under S mortality rate
1960 23 1987 8

Primary school enrolment
male/female (1981 97 97

Primary school complenon
raic 100

Nordiands Forskning
(Nordlands Resvarch
Institute), Bode

Bicultural carly ¢hildhood
cdacation

1984 1990

ERIC
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Finland

f/&”m Sea

The Saamu people are among Europe s oldest and most
distincav e ethnie and culral minorities. Those hving in
mined communities in coastal and central arcas have
tended to regard themsclves as disadvantaged. As a result,
many Sadmu parents pass on to thewr children negative

self unages which are reflecied in poor performance at
school  The project 1« working with Saanu parents and
with teachers, helping them o run carly education groups
The project’™s stress on the use of the local Saanu languages
and culture 15 intended 1o merease and mmprove children’s
self confidence and self concept and equnp them to cope
with the demands of the school sy stem and the challenge of
Iningan a culturaily nuaed socety Prionty s also being
given to developmg information programmes for the

non Saami rigjority wiath the hope of influencing the
cducation authorities to include more material on the
Saamu cattare in the mamstream carmicuium
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Population (nulhions)
Total 10.2
Chuldren under 5.0.7

Infant mortahty rate
1960 81 1987 16

Under S mortalniy rate
1960 112 1987 19

Primary school enrolment
male/female nua.

Primary school completion
rate (1974) 88

Instituto Politecnico

de Faro

(Polytechnie Institute of
Faro, College of Educations

Early chilidhood and
COMMUMILY Services

mthe Algarve

1985 - 1990

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

PORTUGAI

Span

The people in the rural hinterland of the Algan ¢ have not
fully benefited from the ccononue adv antages of the
codstal toarist boom With many young adults leaving the
darea i search of work, youny children are often brought up
by members of the extended tanuly and have hinnted
cducational and coployment prospects. Inresponse 1o
these needs the progedt, in collaboration with other official
and voluntary agencies, has aredted the Rede de Apoio ao
Desenvolvimento Integrado do Algarve RADIATY (Support
Networh for Children and Community Development in the
Algarve) which s workang i four villages to meet the
needs of children and fanmlies through the traming and
development of local human resources - teachers, parents,
local Traders, grandparents and uiblings. In doing <o the
project draw s neavily on the nich cultural resources of the
Algarve

1
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Corgro Repional de
Seguranga Socidal de Lisboa
10RSS (Reaona? Social
Wllare Sovice, 1 ishan)

Alternative ©are and
cducation for the y wng o0

anug fumd,

1985 - 1991

Instituto de Estudos
para o Desinvolvimento
(Institute of Dev elopment
Studiew)

Obsvadestotced an !
stceess of young crildren

1986 -~ 1901
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PORIT GAL

SMany Lanulies fromrural Foragal have migrated o Lisbon
i search of work and betler opportuntiies, Alse, following
the end of colontal rule, there has been an mflux of
minugrants from the ex-colonies who have settled around
Lishon Children growing up m the brdonvidles face

sun v al problems at subsivtence Jevel The Centro
Kegtonal de Seguranga Social de Livhoa, a service dgeney
ot e My of Labour ana Soaal Services, began in
1985 1o retrain teachers, health personnel and social
workers Ly equip them to work with unnugrant famihes.,
svoiving family members in para-profesaional roles.
Durmg the project’s firdt three-year phase, the four sttes n
which wworked expenienced dramance social and cultural
changes, mcluding a much greater degree of community
paricipation and collaboration Inits current phase, the
project mtends to extend its work to 12 bedonvilles around
I1sbon to counter the negative impact of the hving
conditions oz the ¢huld population Parents and community
members will be tramed to play a part in mulu-purpose
centres i which child care, parent and family cducation
will be arignificant ciements A major objective of the
projectis o sensitise the worhers in the communmty to the
spectal needs of mhabitants

A TY80 study showed that 44 per cent o1 chaldren from
deprived urban nesghbourhoods faled in the firdt grades of
school Anmitial phase of the project began in 1983 1o
work with four schools in two working ¢l
neighbourhoods i Lisbon 1o develop mnovauve and
community oniented methods to change what were seen as
bachward and uvnsy mpathenic pedagogical practices of
clementary school teachers Ina second phase which began
1 1986, the project was able to eatend its strategy -
inctudimg the design and publication of support materials,
m-service traming and the organisation of senunars for
pohey makers and leaders of teacher tranning colicges - 1o
17 «chools mthree aree of the country Inats current third
phase which began m 198, the project s working closely
wit he My of Fducation to achieve a natonal impact
for the project’s work through teacher education
progranines
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Furope SPAIN

Population (nuthons)
Total 38.9
Chuldren under § 2.5

Infant mortahty rate
1960. 46 1987 9

Under S morality rate
1960, 56 1987 11

Primary <chool enrolment
male/female 98798

Primary schoal completion
rate: 98

IR TP

Munidpality of Santa I'e Sante Fos atypical townshup of 12,000 inhabitants in
and the Provinee of Andalucia: Spain’s poorest region Hhteracy nthe regron
Granada runs as high as 65 per cent i sone rural areas, juvenile
crnime and vandalism s on the increase and i recent years
Comprehensive suppord tor 4 gredter proportion of women have begun to work outside
maerginalised pareme of the hom  These factors have led 1o a recogmtion of the
children agod 0 3 yaans need W anshtute & process of educationd] change from the
carliest years onwards aimed at reimforang the role of
1989 - 1992 parents as prime educators of therr chuldren. The project

mntends to develop an mtegrated approach to care and

education for children aged 0 to 3 years which s distinetly

ditferent from tradittonal day care, fower in cost and

socrally useful. A progect team will work m parinership

with parents to develop achivities and learming materials

relating to children®s development, healin and hy giene

within the family and commuanny §

Q o
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Population (mithons,
Total- 8.3
Children under 5 0.4

Infant mortality rate
1960 16 1987 6

Under S mortaly e
1960, 20 1987 7

Primary chool cnrolnient
male/female (19811 97,97

Primary school completon
rate- 98

University of Lulea

Dissemination of
multicultural cdug aiion
model through reiraming
of protessionals

1987 ~ 1990

ERIC
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Finlanr USSR

Lt ot
Bong

Norway

\&/Stockholm

iV

s 1t Seq

Children i the remote northern region of Sweden
traditionally speak up to three languages: Saamn,
Tornedalen Finnish and Swedish: yet the schood system has
used the tradittonal $wedich curriculum. The posiive
results and inereasing interest over the pastseven years i g
Foundation-supported projeet which made use of the
languages, cultures and environment of the local people as
posttive resourees for learning by young children, has led
tO @ new project to dissemmnate the model, The projects
trainimg school principals, supervisors and education
officials in the methods used in the carlier project, and also
developing pre senvice teacher traming to prepare students
better for their work with ehildren from dafferent cultural
bashgrounds.

s
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Population (nmuthions
Total: 56.7
Children under 5. 3.7

Infant mortality rate
1960). 23 1987 9

Under S mortahity ate
1960 27 1087 11

Primary school enrelment
male/temale 9797

Primary school completron

rate’ n.a.

Strathclyde Regional
Coundil

Partnership in education

1983 — 1989
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UNTEED RINGDOM

sruRNomA{Y’f

ABERDEEN

Atantic Ocean

©
LASGU.

Nerth Sea

CARDIEF

BRIST(

The project began operation in the Priesthull area, a
municipal housmg scheme on the edge of Glasgow , whose
population was moved from ity centre stums to a site with
nunmal amenities and few socral services Duning s first
phase the project worked in sy out of cight local primary
schools and in the magority o local formal and informal
pre school centres Ints second phase, the project 1«
consohdating this work, and expanding 118 activities mto
simelar housing arcas m other parts of Glasgow One of 1ts
most suecesstul ventures has been the organmisation of
"Family Nights™ groups to encourage parent chuld
micraction Other activities include the establhishiment of
libraries and associated services i support of children™s
reading, traming and retraming of professionals and

pata professionals, and enicouraging and dev cloping
commumty imtiatrves which support young children,

r' \
51 I




Europe

University of Bristol

Parent and Health Viator
child development
programme

1985 - 1989

University of Aberdeen aud
Grampian Regional
Council

Fumily ed teation for
mothers and young children

Young Fanlies Now

1986 - 1991
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UNHTED KINGDOM

The project, which begann 1979, has sumulated
professional health vicitors to re-think their attitiedes and
niodes of work, Educational know -how has been
introduced mnto health visiung practice which has led to the
development of sensiiy ¢ but non dominant support by
health visitors for parents hving in depnived arcas,
fostering the parents” own «kills and ratung their
self-esteers The projectis now operating m 20 Distnct
Health Authorines and over 10,000 fanulies are involved
cachyear

The project has sought 1o empower d depressed, traditional
contunity wlnch was [eft betund mthe econonue changes
brought about by the advent of the ol mdustry in
Aberdeen. Parents and professionals have worked together
Lo develop new forms of learung opportunities for children
and parents: The emphasis 18 essentually on the suppori of
parenis in their ownroles as indn idudls and as parents A
famly centre pros.des a base for activines and local
nctworks of support for young fammbes have been built up.
Ina second phase of operations, work m the orignal
project area 1s bemng consolidated and the working
prinaples and practices are bemg extended through the rest
of the airy and region
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Mudiad Ysgolion Meithrin
(MY D

(Welsh Pre Schools
Assoviation)

Bicultural carly childhood
educanon, South Waies

1986 — 1989

Queen’s University, Beltast
Community based support
for parents and children,

the 123 House

1987 -~ 1990

O
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UNITED RINGDOM

About 20 par cent of the population of Wales speak Welsh
and, m reeent years, government policy has promoled
parental choice resulting i a strong movement for
bicultural education from pre-school to secondary school.
MY M mceludes some 650 parent-run carly childhood groups
and this pilot project, based i mmid-Glamorgan, seeks o
demonstrate the possibilities for change by using Welsh
language and culture as a basis for leaming. The project
has helped parents set up ten new playgroups n various
locations Activitics include Welsh language lessons for
parents, courses m carly childhood development and group
leadership and management shills, and the development of
culturally appropriate fcarning matenals.

The sectaran conflicts m Northern Ireland have had an
adverse effect on the lives of young children and therr
parcits: A community facility for parents and children. 123
House, has been established to provide [lexable, fow-cost,
community support The House, together with Queen’s
University, plans to support parents” self-help cfforis
day care and out-of -school activities, 1o develop a
counsellimg service for expectant and first-ume mothers
who arc not reached by existing services, and to develop a
network of parents” groups concermed with the probiems of
carly childhood
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Community Education
Development Centre.,
Coventry

Early childhood cducation
support programme

1987 - 1991

Guth nam Parant
(Voice of the Parenty)

Promotion of parental and

fanmuly sellt-help i cupport of

the young child

1987 - 1091
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PNTLED KINGDOM

The Community Education Development Centre «¢ 1 pey has
combined tramimg, educational publishing, rescarch and
development, and a range of supportve services to
children, young people and familics on a national jevel
duning 1 firdt o yaars of operation In consultation with
the Foundation and Foundaton-wupported projects within
the UK, e will provide support and make available 11s
resources for strengthening work n the area of carly
¢hildhood care and family educanon

The people of the Western Ies of Scotland hive n nunly
brlingual communities 1n 1selated crofung villages, A
Foundaton-wpported broject, operating for 10 years from
1976, helped to demonstrate that the umique language and
culiure of the Ilands could be uwed 1o overcome many of
the problems tradiionally wentified with ‘disadvantage’,
Inthe process, 1t mulated the development of parents®
groups which subscquently formed their own assoQation,
Guih nam Parant The Ascoctation 1 developing and
extending the netw ork of parents” groups and organiang
trdimng programmes for parents in child des clopment,
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Westem Hemisphere

Population tmillions)
Total* 31.1
Children under 5§ 3.2

Infant mortality rate
1960 61 1987- 32

Under 5 mortality rate
1960 75 1987 38

Primiry school enrolment
male/female naa.

Primmary «chool completion
rate’ n.a.

Ministry of Government,
Justice and Lducation of
the Cliaco Provineial
Government

Chaco parent cducation
programme

1989 - 1990
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ARGENTINA

Bol
ohvia Brazi

(]
RESISTENCIA
(Crac 0 Provnces

Py e Qrean

Chile

Atantic Ocean

Begmmmg i 1979, the Centre for Research in Educational
and Social Dexvdlopment « 14y, with the full cooperation
of the provinaal Education Department, developed a
training programmice for parents i the remote, dispersed
rural communities of Chaco provinee to further the
cducation of their pre-school children at home Teachers
have beanretrained 1o act as a support for parents, and
regional and local matenals have been used as the basis for
curricular units in working with the parents and their
children. In its second phase the project broadened the
population involved to mclude ¢ semi-urban area; included
S-year-olds m the activines as well as those aged S, refined
the materials already developed, and tramed larger
numbers of coordinators and supersisors Inats third phase,
1P s finalised traming and materials i preparation for the
transfer of the operational responsibility for the whole
programime of activitics to a newly establhished unit in the
provincial Education Departient. The Foundauon 16
providing some support for this umtin sts imtual two years
1o ensure that the transfer runs smoeothly
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Universidad Nacional
de San Luis

Proyecto Cruz del Sur,
parent education and
informal pre school groups
in margimal urban arcas

1988 ~ 1991
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ARGENTINA

Fhe town of San Lws, Iike many others i Arge wina,
experienang an enormous grow th in popalation because of
migration from rural areas Over 60,030 nugrants hve in
shanty iowns which lack tmosi of the basic ameniues
including health services and education, Working with
members of the loca! communities, the Laducation
Department of the Unmiveraity of Sun Luns s seiting up
carly education programmes in ihiree locations, Mothers are
bemng trained as integredores socales to provide support to
Lamilies and their children and the programme includes
cducational health and nutrional aspedie
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Western Hemisphere

Popalbon {miilions
Total 141.5
Children under 5. 18.4

Infant mortahty rate
1960: 116 1987 64

Under 5 mortahty rate
1960 160 1987 87

Primary school enrolment
male/female (1979) 8079

Primary school completion
rate 20

Governo do Estado de
Pernambuco, Secretaria de
Educagio

(Pemambuco Stalc,
Education Departmeny

Projeto Arco Ins,
comprehensive pre-school
fanuly and community

programine

1984 1991

O
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BRAZIL

Colcmoia CANLDEar Sea

fATA. @
PECIFS
D rnambuco
g State®”
L] Brasila

[ ]

Bolivia

Paragua,
SATFEAULL

(]
CURITIBA

SANTA MARIA
®

Argentina Atlanne Qcean

FOECT T i

Uruguav

Permnaimbuco 1 one of Brasal’s poorest States An carlier
Foundation-supported project mn Reaife (the Bravha
Teimosa Project) demonstrated altemative ways of
providing pre school education and care to low-ncome
farmilies through the encouragement of parent participation,
for example, m the preparation of learning materials The
Education Departinent began disserminating the *Braviha
T'eimosa” approachan the shanty towns of Reaife, and in
sorne depressed, nterior regions of the State, promoting
strategies that could be practically applied at the local
level parent education activities, teacher retraiming,
training para-professiondals in the health, psychological and
physcal development of young children. The project s
now workmg through two carly childhood centres and
supporting a regional traming centre for pre-school
supervisors: Three mam arcas are targetied parent
cducation through adult literacy courses, carly sumulation,
and traming
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Governo do Fstado de
Piaui, Secretaria de
Educacio

(Praui State Fducation
Department)

Projeio Pou, educ atonal
alternatives forpre school
children m deprived urhun
arcas

1985 - 199y

Universidade Federal
do Parana

(Federal University of
Parand)

Projeto Vraucaria,

non formai pre schoot
programme im 4 depres o
urban arca

1985 1989
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BRAZIL

In Teresma, the capital of Piaud, Brasil's poorest State, the
cducationa and developmental needs of disadvantaged
children are a cause for concern, At Ieast 50 per cent suffer
from acute malnutrition and a substantial nuniber show
signs of poor nutriion: Most feave formal schooling with
no quahficaiens During u three-year pilot phase, the
project butltup a system of 30 home-based créches, run by
mothers, providing care and siimulation for children from
0 3 years and operated five pre-school classes for children
dged 410 6 years An mnovatve traming programine
designed to meet the needs of student monitors as well as
the areche workers was implemented In a further three-
yuar phase, the project intends o extend 1ts outreach o
10000 chaldren aged 4 10 6 years, working with student
monitors Because of the alarming levels of malnutnition,
the Health Department, Soaial Services and other groups
wall be involved i promotng health education and
providing foed supplements. Commumuties will be
mvolved in the planning process to enconrage self-help and
community participation in the children’s learning.

Despite hugh unemployment in urban arcas. large numbe,s
of mugrants from the nnpoverished rural interior continue
1o flock 1o caties such as Cuniba, industrial capital of the
State of Parand The mprovised arrangements for meeting
the needs of pre-sehool chuldren developed a decade ago —
annexes attached to primary schools and staffed by
students — are no longer adequate The Unrversity of
Parand is developimg an alternative approach based largely
on Foundation expenience elsewhere. To extend pre-school
coverage, the project is prontoting the use of aliermative
facthities such as exrsting recreational centres, and the
mvoh cmient of para professional monttores, The proyeet s
broadening the educational provision by including health
and nutrition components
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Prefeitura Municipal do
Natal, Secretaria de
Educacio

(City of Natal, Departiment
of Education)

Projeto Reis Magos,
cducation and care for the
pre-school child

1986 - 1990

Fundagao Educacional
Padre Landell de Moura
(HEPLAM)

Home and community basad

child development
programu, Porto Alegre

1987 — 1990
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BRAZIL

O Natal’s 87.000 primuary school age cniddren, ess than o
third attend school and the gap is even wader for the
pre-sehool age group. only 6,000 of the City™s 30,000 four
1o sy year olds recerve any hind of service and there are no
services for those under four. The project includes an
inicgrated non-formal pre-school educahon programme
with health and nutrition elements A child to-chuld
programme is helping 10 tram older children to ahe better
care of their younger siblings. In-serviee traiming for
teachers and stadent momtors s also a component of the
project

Disadvantaged communities m Porto Alegre in the south of
Brazil fuce alack of basic infrastructure, poor quality
housing and virtually non-existent pre school provision.
These densely populated conumunities have a
predomumantly femdle population, low levels of educanon
ligh unemployment rates. and imcome levels far below the
poverty hne The projecl dinis 1o stimulate parents and
public bodies and services to develop non-formal pre-
sehol activitizs for the benefit of 10,000 children aged 4
10 6 years Parents” groups arc bemg established A muln-
micdia parent education programme 1s being developed,
together with support matertals, to enable parents to work
with their children mcreating an environmient to stimulate
their overall development
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BRAZIL

Federal University
of Santa Maria

Pre school education
combined with parent
educaton and home hased
stimulation i a rurdl dred,
Trés Barras

1987 - 1990

Fundagio Fé ¢ Alegria
do Brasil

Upgrading the quahity of
communtly based day-care

i Rio’s favelas

1987 - 1990

O
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Educational provision m the rural area of the southemn state
of Rio Grande do Sul 1s poor At the primary school level,
schools 2-e of low quality and often only provide an
incomplete basic education. As n other rural arcas of
Brazil, pre-sehools are virtually non-existent. The Federal
Univeraty, working in cooperation with the Municipality
of Santa Mana, 1s setung up a flexible, community-based
pre-school el “cation programme in Trés Barras, a
disadvantaged and 1solated rural community near Santa
Muana. Pre-school centres for children aged 3 1o 6 years are
being attached to cach of four primary schools which
function duning the harvest months in the summer During
the winier a home-based approach is i operatton The
programme focuses on early sumulation, health, hygiene
and nutrinon, and education matendls are being developed
Lo facilitate parents” actrnties with therr children at home,

The funelas of Riode Janciro are the scene for some of
Brazil’s most squalid and hopeless hving conditions. Local
community action has played a major role in attempting to
organise services, ncduding day care centres for young
children of working mothers, to deal with this
disadvantaged siuation. The project will develop and
dehver a training programme for the mainly unqualified
mothers whow .k in the day care centres In addition to
improving the < Jucational quality of the centres, emphasis
will also be placed on health, nutrition and traimng for
community leadership

6.
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Secretaria de Fducagdo do
Estado de Mato Groso
(Mato Grosso State
Education Departmnt)

Projeto Bocaiuva,
restructuning urban socinld
centres mto faimdy and Child
development umits

TYSN - 1Y9]

BRAZH

A network ol arban soudl centres has been built over the
past few years i the State of Mato Grosso Lo cater to the
needs of mugrant families from rural arcas The centres
were destgned o pros ide all round senvices mcluding
health, social services and adult education, but a
combination of Lack of stalf, effective programmung, and
general negledt has meant that they are unable to meet their
objectives The Secretary of Education and Cultuie,
working m cooperation with the Health and Social Services
Departments, has now set up a prlot programme m two of
the centres which e to adapt them for early childhood
purposes, tramn parents and grandparents for work inthe
centres and create better understanding of children’s
desclopmentdal and health needs The centres are alve
collevting and preserving elements of traditional caltire to
be used i the early childhood programme




Western Hemiphere

Population gmihons)
Total. 299
Children under 5 4.0

Infant mortahiy raie
1960 93 1987 46

Under § mortahty rate
1960 148 1987 69

Primary school enroliment
male/female 7274

Primary school complenion
rate (1973 37

‘niversidad del Norte
(Umversity of the Northy

Costa Atlintiea Larly
Childhood Programme

TOSE - 1Y)
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COFOMBIA

Venezuela

® Bogota

Ecuador Brazil

Since 1977 the Foundation has been supporting the
Universaty of the North, i Barranguilla, m efforts 1o
improve child care and educanon m the Costa Atldntica
region ol the country The centralinstrumient of the
approach was the developriteni and support ol hagares
famdliares - low-cost, community based and para-
jprofessionally run centres for the cdre, nutriion atid
cancation of pre school children In collaboration with the
Cotombian Institute for Fanuly Welfare de By - which s
encharged withimplementung a national programime
ulthsmg such centres to reach 1S mullion children - the
University has now embarhed on an extension of 1ts efforts
1n the Costa Atldntica region to reach a target population of
approvimately 700,000 children under seven years of age
The overdll aim s to ensure that the emergmg hogares
farmiliares ofter @ genunely developmentdl, not merely
custodial expenence for children
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COLOMBIA

Centro Internacional de
Educacion y Desarrollo
Humano 1\t
(Intematonal Centre for
Education and Humuan
Development), Mcdellin

P ~Gource and
Documentation Centre for
Innovauons in Early
Childhood Care and
Education

1987 — 198¢

Departamento
Administrative de
Bienestar Social
(Department of Soxaal
Welfare), Bogotd

In-service traiming and
alternative approaches o
community care and carly
cducation

1988 — 1992

Wilh g growing number of projects in Latin Americd, and
an ncereasing amount of information and educational
materials being produced by them, it has become important
to eslablish a more coherent informiation exchange Cisbi,
whose work i the mformation field is fortificd by practical
project work m a hughly disadvantaged rural arca on the
Pacific coast of Colombia, is seting up a resource and
information centre within its own fauliies, The centre will
collate, extract and circulate reports, arucles and other
spectalised matenials, and organise a series of workshops o
disseminate refevant information both within the network
of Foundanion-cupported projects and 1o other projects and
insatutions worhing i the field of carly childhood care and
cducatron in Lain Amernica,

In Bogold™s cight designated pos eryy areas, neighbourhood
centres (asas veamnales) have grown up for pre-school
children The project itends tointroduce a phased traming
programme for the staff and volunteers of these centres 1o
tmprove the quality of education and care for pre-school
children The traiming programme will be partly through
sennnars dand workshops and partly in-service, Parent
¢ducdtion programnces to bring about better health and
nutritonal conditrons for children will ulso be organised,
and eftorts will be nade to promote greater conmunity
participation in the cavas vectnales.

P




Western Hemusphere DOMINICA

=

Population (millions)
Total 0.1 4
Children under 5 n.a.

Guadd e

Infant mortahty rate o
1960. n.a. 1987 n.a,

_ Roseau
Under S mortaluy rate
1960 na. 1987 n.a.

Uit Y Se q*,“mvmr]m
Primary school enrolment
male/female n.a.

Sl
Primary «chool complenon G

rate: n.a.

The Social Centre Tue ishard of Domumica has a young population - 35 per
cent dre aged unaer 20 — while nearly half the female
Children of adoleseent population dare simgle parents The project s ame i at
mothers “at-risk T teenagers, with or without children, wath the
objechive of mproving tharr know ledge and <kills in chuld
TUR6 - 1992 devdlopment. self-awareness, health and nutrinon Corr

are also available to prepare young people tor employment
or small business activities: There is a centraily-based
programme at the Socia} Centre in Roseau, where crdche
FaciBties are avatlable, and an outreach programme for
teenagers hiving in rural arcas, While most ot the
participants are young mothers, wherever possible their
tammibies and the children’s fathers are also mvolved

*Llxccpt tor total population,

statr ties are not avatlable from the
saurces referred tom the
mtrduction
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Population (mithony
Total. 4.9
hildren under § 0.8

Infant mortahity rate
1960 142 1987 60

Under 3 mortabity rate
1960- 206 1987 87

Primary school entotment
male/temale 61 62

Primary school completion

rate 68

Fey Alegria
Children of Strect Vordoy

1989 199

Mewico

—

Guatemals Honduras

® San Salvador

Nicaragua

<&

The connnumy vovil war i B Salvador has led to more
than 600,000 people beng displaced Targely o urban
arcas A hugh propornion are women and children and in
order o sunave many of the women (ry to make ¢ meagre
Iving by sellig frut and vegetablos i the street markets
The children usudly accompany therr nothers 1o the
maraet, where they have hitle chance 1o play or 1o leam
Mostof the chiddren do not attend primary schoot, and start
worning themselves by the age ol seven The project will
ostablish o Child Development Centre a short distance
from the ceniral marhet of Soyapango, a densely populated
industrial suburb cast of San Salvador Towatl operate a day
care programime for the children together with an

assocntcd cducational progranune for the mothers

66H 7 :
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Population (rllionss
Total: 2.4
Childien under 5§ 6.3

Infant mortality rate
1960 62 1987 18

Under S mortahty rate
1960 88 1987 23

Primuary school enrolmem
male/fomale (1983 9396

Primary school compivtion

raie 80

University of
the West Indies

Programme for wenagpe
mothers and ther huidra

1086 TY8

ERIC
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JAMAICA

Cuba

eenage parenthood 1s @ disturbing [eature of the
breakdown of tradinionad fannly structures i the
Caribbean The o, cconomic and personal
coltscgeences tor these mothiers and tor the duldnon
thamsevesare disastrous Low birth weights, malnutninon
andlness wie common among these highly disadvantaged
mfants and there s a need Lo provide young mothers with
support and edacation i chiid rearing The project has
established a resource and day care centre 1n dan area with a
fugh proportion of teenage parents which s developing
PIOYCBLN ¢ programmes jor adolescents m the drea’s
svcondany schools and g local demonstration facihty for 30
adoiescent mothers and therr ¢hildren

67 7 &_‘
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University of
the West Indies

Advanced Studies i eariy
childhood educaiion

1987 1989

Ministry of I'ducation
University of
the West Indies

Basie Schools traiming ind
development programme

for high risk areas

1987 - 19490

ERI
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JAMAICA

Recogniving that in Jamaicd and the rest of the Carbbean,
ds i many other countries, raming for teachers m carly
childhood education 1s generally at a fow level, the
Univeraty of the West Indies has devgned a part-ume
Bachelor of Educauion course specifically for carly
<hildhood education personnel The course, which runs for
siv weeks each summer over a penod of six years, amms (o
train & cadre of speaialiat personnel who will provide
leadership in carly childhood education in the region,

The Foundauon has supported a series of projects simee
1966 winch were designed to raise the level of Jamaica’s
Bacte Schools = all run by their local communiises.
However, it was recognised that i certain arcas with few
employment prospects and poor iving conditions, the
schools were funchiomng at o very rudimentary Ievel, often
without guiddanec or educational materials: This project
provides added support for new staff setung up Revource
Centres (o aid basic School ieacker development. The
Centres stress the need to give greater attention to
inereasing parentdl understanding of child development
and toimproving nutntion The projectis directly hnked
with the work of a Teacher Traming College on the nort!,
coast which can provide a new support dimension for
women working as teachers i Basie Schools in Jamaiea’s
Temote dreds




Western Hemasphere

Population (muthons) ~
Total: 0.2,
Children under 5 n.a.

Infant mortality rate
1960-n.a. 1987. n.a.

Under 5 mortality rate
1960- n.a. 1987 n.a.

Primary school enrolment
male/female. naa.

Primary «chool completion
rate n.a.

Centro pa Desaroyo di
Antiyas (S1Dt Anlia)
(Centre for the Des clopment
of The Netherlands Anullo s

Improving care and
cducation for the young cnld

1986 ~ 1990

*Except for total population,
statistics are not available from the
sources referred 1oan the
introducthion

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

NLTHERLEANDS ANTILLES AND ARUBA

St Maarten

Saba

S

St Eustatius

CuriCad

The status of The Netherlands Antilies and Aruba as parts
of The Netherlands and the adoption of Dutch as the
official language have kept the islands e rt from
educational developments cdsewhere i the Canbbean,
General economic dechine 1s forang increasing numbers of
mothers 1o sech paid work At the same time extended and
nuclear fanmulies are giving way to one parent houscholds.
Various forms of day care provide for oniy 25 per cent of
the 010 4 year-olds. Working with existing day care
facthities, the project organises courses i child
development for different levels of staff and encourages
parental mvolvement in the work of day care centres.
Modemn curricula, appropriate 1o the needs of cach 1sland,
and appropriate learming materials are being developed.

69 “7 ~
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Popuiation (mullionsy
Total 3.5
Children under 5. 0.6

Infant mortality rate
1960. 140 1987, 63

Under 5 mortaluy rate
1960: 210 1987 99

Primary school enrolment
male/femaler 72177

Primary «choot completion
rate 27

Miuisterio de Educacion
(Mmistry of Education

Pre «chool and commuaniy
cducation in rural arcas

1735~ 198Y

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

NCARAGLUA

Honduras

Managua Canbbeanr Sea

Pacfic Ocean

CostaRica

During a first phase of the project from 1981 10 1985,
eltorts were concentrated on doycloping a possible model
for community -based pre-schools in six communities in the
vorth westregron of Nicarag 1 The pre-schools use local
miothers rained as para profesaonals, with anextension
anmn staf fed by student volunteers This has emerged as
both effective and feasuble despite the difficulues of the
ared Ints carrent phase, the project has expanded to more
cotnmunities m other parts of the country, and 1» working
to refine the trammng courses and to merease the

v oivernent of parents and community members to create
4 more supportive environment for the young child

70 7”
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Centro de Educacion
Promocional Agraria «i

Meeting the needs of
‘atrisk’ children

1989 - 1991

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

NICARAGUA

Ciudud Sandino s a hghly disadvantaged municipality
close to Nicaragua’s capital, Managua. Its 66,000
inhabitants live 1in conditions of extreme poverty, lacking
pracuically all basic services. Many children are at risk,
confronting malnutriion, severe neglect, abandonment,
violence and scxual abuse. The project is involving the
communily in finding solutions to these problems.
Community members arc being tramned to work with
parents and children at nisk, and an educational programme
for parents 1s planned which will focus on their persenal
and famly problems and how these affect the development
of thair chuldren
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Populauon (muithono
Total. 20.7
Children under 5. 3.1

Infant mortahty rate
1960. 142 1987 89

Uinder § mortality rate
1960 233 1087126

Primary <chool enrolment
male/female (1981 9591

Primany school completion
rdic £l

Ministerio de Fducacion
inistny of Fiucation)

Irstituto Pedo vt
(Teacher Tramimy In amag,

1985 1990

Colomina

Ecuador

Bolivia

The Invtiiwio Pedogogico provides traming,
domonstrations, materidls and support for pre-school and
arly primary school teachers throughout Peru The
trasmuny focuse s on upgrading professionals” know ledge of
hild devdiopment and educdtion in general, underslandmg
the speaific needs of disadvantaged children, strategies and
methods of non-formal education, and involvement of
para-professionals, teachers, parents and the community.
Fhe Instituto Pedogogico has recently been tablished
within ivspl, the Eucational Research and Development
Instute of the Ministry Existmg pre school and primary
school faciliies and a resouree centre are the base for
tramming. demonstrations and the development of curricula
and materials Recently, plans have been developed o
mcrease the coverage of the projedt threugh the
estabhishment of regronal and local traming tcams
Jocations around the country
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Ministerio de Educacion
(M.riary of Lducanion)

Bridging pre ~chool and
primary school

198K -~ 1903

ERIC
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PERY

Entry into Peru’s highly traditonal pnimary education
system can rapidiy undo the benefits of pre-school
cducation More than 80 per centof the country’s pnimary
school children repeat at least one grade and 49 per cent do
ot complete primary educdation. The situation m marginal
urban and rural arcas s even more eritical Based on the
efforts of the Ate-Vitarte pre-school project and the
Teacher Traming Insuitute (see above), this project 1s
attempting to improve the quality and cffectiveness of the
first grades of primary educanon through relating the
curricilum, teaching methodology ard educational
matenials to those used m pre-school education Special
attention will also be paid 1o mvolving parents and to
cquipping wachers with the <kills 1o meet the specific
needs of mimonty and disadvantaged children
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Population (imillions)
Total. 1.2
hildren under 5. 0.1

Infant mortahty rate
1960. 54 1987: 20

Under 5 mortality rate
1960 67 1987. 24

Primary school enrolment
male/female (1981)- 89/92

Primary school completion
rate: 78

Servol (Serviee Yolunteerad
for r\”)

Regional trasmng tor
professional and pard
professional pre- chool

teachers

1YR6 — 1984

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

IRINIDAD & TOBAGO

"L bago
canbear Sed

N

Venezuela

The Caribbean Life Centre, set up by Servol in 1983, offers
practical pedagogical traming to academically unqualified
pre-school teachers throughout the Eastern Caribbean. This
1s combined with trainmg m leadership skills, work with
parents, and techniques of communily organisation, atl of
which have been developed by Servol through a series of
Foundation-supported projects undertaken i Trimidad and
Tobago since 1972, The demand for places at the Centre 1s
high and during the second phase Servol 1s extending and
consolidating 1ts follow-up service after trainees return to
their schools; becoming involved in supervisor traning;
providing a series of resource centres to enable temritories
throughout the Caribbean to extend upport for carly
childhood educanion, and assessing the effects on children
and parents of the programine as a whole,
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Ministry of Education’
Servol

Development of non-fornual
programme of early
childhood education and care
in high nsk arcas

1987 - 1990

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

IRINIDAD & TOBAGO

The proven sieeess of the Servol approach to training
pre-school teachers (see above) was immediately
recognised by the government which came to power in
Trimdad at the end of 1986 Servol was ashed to act as the
government’s agent m developing a national non-forinal
programme of cdrly education and carc. The programme 1s
mobilising locdl community groups to provide the basic
physical and other support structures, develop and
umplement both on-the-job tramming for pre-school workers
and traxmng for supervisory staft, and implement parent
and commumity education programmes. It 1< planned to
train sufficient teachers to be able 1o vpen 40 new
community-orgamsed pre-schools cach year for the
duration of the project.
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Population (tmthons)
Total: 243.4
Children under 5: 18.2

Infant mortality rate
1960- 26 1987 10

Under 5 mortality rater
1960 30 "’87 13

Primerv school enrolment
malc/female 97/97

Primary school completion
ralc: na.

Conmnuittee for Boston
Public Housing Iic.

Early childhood cducainm
and seif help

1984 - 1990

ERI
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UNTEED STATES OF AMERICA

BOSTON

WashingtonDC ®

ALBUQUERLUE @ @ WASL I LE Atlantic Ocear

Tieoa Mo

e e‘umcomERv

T 1Alghamal

Mexico

Ten per cent of Boston's pec e hve m public housing
schemes, inconditions of serious ceonomie, soctal and
cnvironmental deprivation. Opecating in five housing
duvclopmienits, the project has concentrated on cmpowenng
families, many headed by young mothers iving at or below
poverty level. With project staff acting as tramers and
resouree persoits, parents have collaborated to improve
facihities for farmbies and to alter official policies where
these failed to provide parent or child education, play arcas
or health care” A model pre-school has been estabhished
with a multculural cumculum: Active tenant participation
in decision makimg at all tevels 1s a aignificant aspect of
this project, now entering a second phase, which involves
an expansion imto four new housing arcas, and an extension
of the number of parent-run early childhood education
cemres, The projectis also sponsored b, oston
Foundanion, the City of Bostorr and the State of
Mascachusetts,

o
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UNHEED STATES OF AMERICA

DenverIndian Centre, Inc.

Early chuldhood serviees for
urbanised American Indians

1985 - 1991

University of New Mevnico,
Coliege of Fducation

Hispanic famuly education
programame

1985 - 1990

ERIC
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Denver has one of the tsa’s highest urban concentrations
of Indian people. Nearly 80 per cent of Denver’s Indian
[arrulies have incomes below poverty level and cducational
achievement 1s very low  In addition, many young Indian
children do not speak English as their first language, and
knowledge of Indian languages and cultures within the
cducational system 1s almost non-existent. In a first phasc
the project worked within the Centre’s pre-school to devise
and mplement a culturally relevant curriculum,
collaborated with the children’s parents, and devised basic
courses on nutrition, health, home safety and other topics,
During the second phase the curriculum 1< being refined
with the aim of dissenunaung 1t more widely; further ways
of involving parents in their children’s lecarmng both inside
and out of the classroom are being established; and
cooperation between agencies mvolved with Amenican
Inchans is bemg promoted throughout the city and State.

New Moxico s materially one of the poorest states m the
Usy Poople ot Hispanie origin constitute more than 37 per
cent of the population and it 1s estinated that between 13
and 40 per cent of themy hive below the federally-
deternuned poverty level. The meidence of high-risk
pregnancy among poor Hispanic mothers 15 also very high,
The project has been working since 1985 1o enhance the
development of children aged 0 to 5 years, improve the
ability of education, health and social scrvices to work with
poor Hispanic commumities, and develop the skills and
atntudes necessary for self-help among the farmilies and
communities themiselves As aresult, parents have taken
over much of the responsbihity for the operation of a pre-
scaool programme 1in commumnity centres. Srgnificant
advances in chitdren’s preparedness for school, social
behaviour, language and cognitive skills have also been
demonstreted. In a second phase, the projeet will extend 1ts
coverage 1o other Hispanic communities, develop training
for para-professional staff and parents, intenafy
collaboration with the school system and other agencies
working v Hispanie families, and share project
experiens s within the state and country
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UNEHED STATES OF AMERICA

Federati: . " hild Care
C(‘hu. of \lai oA

Upgrading day care sonvices
and parent educatic .

1986 - 1990

Nashville, Tennessee

Maternal and infant
cducation mdeprived
communities in Appalacliog

Vanderbilt University,
| 1987 - 1990

\

|

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Educational and other prospects for black children
throughoul Alabama are low in comparison with those of
the children of other cthnic groups outside the Decp South.
Infant mortahity actually rose in Alabama in 1984 Most
black children in Alabama do not complete high school
and tlliteracy remains high. FOCAL aims to improve the
funchioning of private day care services for young black
children thhough a mult-faceted approach. This includes
generating new approaches to parental education and
support, building State-wide networks, raising self-csteem
and skalls, developing culturally appropnate curricula, and
traming staff A key gredient 1s enabhng parucipants o
overcome ‘negative racial senpting” through 1ocat’s Peer
Educanon Project, m which education 1s seen as a dynamic
two-way process betw een persons of equal worth and equal
value.

States comprising the Appalachian regaon have the highest
levels of infant mortality i the country. Children who
survive ther first year face chronic health and educational
problems, Vanderbilt Unis eraty has developed a child
survival and deselopment programme (o operdte in seven
Lownshipsin four of the States. The programme s iraining
local mothers to establish a network of “..atural helpers’ 1o
1dentify and counteract poor child care practices,
particularly among high-risk families. Special emphasis is
praced on working with young n:others and infants,
building on positive aspects of the local culure

8 bl)
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Canton Public School
District, Missisaipps

Development of o
community based carly

education programnie

1989 — 1991

O

ERIC

UNTITD STATES OF AMERICA

Unil 1969 Canton’s education sy stem, as vthier serviees in
the Deep South, was racially segregrated A large
proportion of white children now attend private schools,
leaving the public cducatton sector with insufficient
finances, poorly motivated staif, and little parental
involvement. As part of a major move toward restoring
confidence and community support for public education,
the project’s focus is on parents of young children to
support them n their role as thar children’s first educators
and to stress the importance of home as a learning
environment Activities include coordmated action by
cducanon and healt services to improve the poor health
sirtus of many chiidren, a drop-m centre to include a
playgroup. a telcvhone help hine: newsletters for parents, a
home visting scheme with specially tramed parents as
visttors, and a eity-wide education and information
campaign
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Population (millions}
Total: 18.3
Childrenunder 5 2.6

Infant mortaliy rate
1960: 81 1987 36

Under 5 mortality rate
1960: 114 1987- 43

Primary school enrolment
male/female n.a.

Primary school completion
rate (1978) 68

Universidad Metropolitana
(Metropolitan Univeraty )

Centres for the child
and farmmly

1985 — 1989

ERI
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VINEZUT LA

Caracas

Colombia

Brazi

A quarter of Venezuela's population are m the 0-6 age
group and a third hve in urban shanty 1owns, below the
officral poverty level. The project provides trainmg, for the
=t ulof centres for the child and fanuly (Centros del Nido y
la Familia) which were established by the Ministry of
Lducation i nine sites in the barrios surrounding Caracas.
Each centre has a pre-school teacher and up to 10
promotores — people who are selected by the commiunity
and who receive tramnimg in fanuly support and community
development. Each of the promotores haises with 10
fannhies through home visits and activines at the centres
which focus on nutntion, health, fammily relationships and
legal protection




Western Hemisphere VENEZURLA

Ministerio de Educacion’ I Punio Fijo, the largesttown i the Penisula of

Universidad Metropolitina Paraguand, infant mortality has increased over the past 10

Fundaprin yedars Unemployment, oo, has been on the incredse,
forcing women to take on whatever occasional work they

Community -based formal can find in order to heep therr famihies gomg Children arc

and non formal day care lefi to their own devices from an carly age. The project 1s
developmg, m partnership with the communty, an

1088 — 1990 all-round programme to meet the developmental and health
neads of pre-school children and families in these margimal
crreumstances

\s
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Newsletter

Boletin Informativo

Eevond Child Survival:
towards a new future
Report of the Bernard van
Leer Foundation,
1986-1987

Alternatives in Early
Childhood Care and
Education Report of the
Bernard van Leer
Foundation, 1984-1985

The work of the Bernard
van Leer Foundation

A Small Awakening: the
work of the Bernard van
Leer Foundation 1965-1986
Hugh Philp with

Andrew Chetley

The Koninginnegracht
Years

O

RIC
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PUBLICATIONS

The Foundation Newsletter reports on the work of
Foundation-supported projects througbout the world and
provides mformation on issues related 1o carly childhood
care and eductaon. Publisked four times a year (January,
Apnl, July and October) 'n English. Copies of most back
1sues are avatiable on reguest. 1558 0921-5840

A Spanish-language selec 1on of articles which have
appedred i the Newsletter Published in 1987, 1988 and
1989 1997 0921-593X

The second biennial report of the Bernard van Leer
Foundation covers activities dunng the years 1986 and
1987 The reportincludes feature articles on six projects in
Mozambique, Smgapore, Ireland, lialy, Trimidad and
Colombuia as well as summaries of work undertaken during
the period m 40 developing and mdustrialised countrics
around the world Publicted October 1988 in English. 156\
0921-5921

The Foundation™s first biennial report prov sdes a sucanct
account of the Foundation’s work during 1984 and 19%5.
The 80 page repertindludes feature articies on six projects
in Kenyd, Malaysia, Isracl The Netherlands, Sweden and
Peru Published November 1986 in English

Anntroductory leaflet about the aims and work of the
Foundaion Published April 1989 in Enghish and Spaniski,

Based ¢ icscarch undertaken by Profes<or Hugh Phulp, the
Foundation Consultant for Australasia, this publication
traces the development of the Foundation through its
projects and other acuivit 28 over a 20 year period. From an
mutial focus on compensatory education, the Foundation s
work has evolved, in the ight of experience, 10 1ts present
emphasis on the development of children i the conteat of
their own environments. Published November 1988 1n
English 31587 90-6195 015 5

A special edition of the Newsletter published on the
occasion of the Foundation's move 1o new of fices, 1t
contams extracts from the Newsletters published duning the
16 years the offices were based at Konmginnegracht, The
Hague Pablished May 1987 in English.
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Education: the Challenge
Waller Barker (Occasional
Paper No 1)

Meeting the Needs of
Young Children: Policy
Alternatives

Glen Nimmicht & Muarta
Arango with Lydia Hearn
(Occastonal Paper No 2y

Evaluation in Action: a
case study of an under-fives
centre in Scotland

Joyce Watt (Oceasiondl
Paper no 3)

SEMINAR REPORTS
Children and Communits.
progressing through
partnership

Children at the Margin: a
challenge for parents,
community and
professionals

The Parent as Prime
Educator: changing
patterns of parenthood

Muilticultural Societies:
carly childhood education
and care

The firdin a series of Occasional Papers addresang issues
of major iniportance t policy mahkers, pracitioners and
deadernics coneerned with mecting the educational and
developmental needs of disadvantaged children Published
January 1987 in Engh<h.

The paper review s conventional, mstiution-based
apprudches to the care and education of young children in
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inI'nghsh

The mam body of this paper is the evaluation report of a
Foundation supported project in the United Kingdom It 1.
preceded by an examination of the ssues mvolved 1n
cvdluation together with an explanation of the way 1n
which this particular study wds carried out It has been
published with the extemnal evaluator in mund, but will be
of mterest to all those mvolved in the evaluation of
communuty-onented projects Published October 1988 1in
Fnghsh 1587\ 90-6195-014-7

Sumimary report and cenclusions of the Tenth International
Sermnar hedd i Kigston, Jamaea in November 1988,
Published February 1989 1n English 1ssx 90-6195-016 3

Summury report and cotclusions of the third Easlern
Hemusphere Seminar held in New castle, Australiain
November 1987, Published February 1988 i Enghish sy
90-6195-013-9

Sumimary report and conclusions of the fourth Westem
Hemisphere Semumnar held in Lima, Porun May 1986
Published Sepiember 1986 1 Englis h, Spanish and
Portuguese

Suminary report and conclusions of an Intemational
Seminar held in Granada, Spamom June 1984 Published
1984 1in Enghsh, Spanish anua Portuguesc.
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can aclude the importance of play, making toys and equipment from
scrap matenals and from the natural envitonment, information and
advice on nutntion and health, and other needs of the children or the
community Many of the people doing this work are women from the
same commuimty Who have been trained by the project The

v olvement of parents and other adults helps 1o build up their own
shills and seli-confidence and thi, m tum, leads 1o other
improvements in the socral and phy sical structure and the
self-aswrance of the communty as a whole

In accordance with i datutes, the Toundation gives preference o
countries in which the Van Leer Group of Companices is estabhished

Decivions concoming the funding of major prosects are taken by the
Baard of Lrustees of the Foundation: No commitments can be given
hefore such approval by the Board

There are no appitcation forms and the Foundation doces not prescnbe
4 ngid formula for proposals Potential applicants are strongly advised
1o submit 1 outhine of their aims and objectives before prepanng a
detatled proposs

Funds can be made available tor the implementation of mpovatory
projectan the tidd of early ¢ ildhood care and educauon Applicants
can be public bodies, academic or non governmental insitunons, or
voluntary organ.sztions

Grants ane not given tondis iduals or for genersl support 10 organtsations
orn response to general appeals Fhe Foundation does not provide
study, rescarch or travel grants

Vhe Foundation recogmses that progects in its field of work require
time to develop and implement new approaches and grants arc
normalty made for more than one year The leng-term sustainabiliy of
4 projectis animportant consideration in the appraisal of proposals
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