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TIINTRODUCTION

California school districts are required by Education Code sections 52164 and

following to conduct a language census survey annually and to report the results
of that survey to the State Department of Education. The results of the language
census survey of students and staff in kindergarten and grades one through
twelve, conducted in 1987-88 and reported to the State Department of Education in
the spring, 1988, have been compiled by county and state totals for this annual
report.,

Of the nearly four million students enrolled in California's public schools
during 1987-88, more than 14.0 percent were identified in the survey as being
limited-English-proficient students (LEP). An additional 13.0 percent of the
students were identified as being fluent-English-proficient (FEP). Students
were identified in 45 different primary languages. The following
characteristics may be noted from the data:

* Between 1984 and 1988, the number of students identified as be.ng

LEP increased by 33.7 percent (Table 1).

* Almost seven out of every ten identified LEP students were
enrolled in kindergarten through grade six (Table 2).

* Five out of every ten identified FEP students were enrolled in
kindergarten through grade six (Table 3).

* The counties of Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego contained 60
percent of the students reported as being LEP (Table 4).

-




* 1Identifiel LEP students whose primary language is Spanish
increased by over 33 percent from 1984 to 1988. For the same
period, students whose primary language was Cambodian increased
by more than 105 percent; those whose primary language was Farsi
increased by over 121 percent; and those whose primary language
was Hmong increased by 106 percent (Table 5).

* Spanish was the primary language of 72.8 percent of the LEP
students identified in the survey (Table 6).

* Ninety-six vercent of the identified LEP students were enrolled
in either bilingual classrooms, individualized learning programs,

or other program options (Table 8).
* While nine percent of migrant students identified English as
their primary language, more than 56 percent were identified as

being LEP (Table 9).

* Ninety-four percent of the teachers in bilingual-crosscultural

programs reported being bilingual in English and Spanish
(Table 11), while 70 percent of the LEP and FEP students were
reported as having Spanish as their primary language (Table 7).

Additional information regarding specific schools, school districts, and grade
levels is available, at cost, from the Program Evaluation and Research Division,
Educational Demographics Unit, California State Department of Education, 721
Capitol Mall, Sacramento, California (mailing address: P.0O. Box 944272,
Sacramento, CA 94244-2720).




TABLE 1

Trends in Number of Limited-English-Proficient Students
in california Public Schools, by County, 1984 Through 1988
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TABLE 3

Number of Fluent-~English-Proficient Students

in california Public Schools, by County and by Grade Level, 1988
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TABLE 5

Trends in Number of Limited-English-Proficient Students
in california Public Schools, by Language, 1984 Through 1988

Number of limited-En
students

lish-proficient

Percent increase
(or decrease)

Language between
1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 1984 and 1988

Spanish 475,001 | 449,308 | 413,224 | 380,375 | 355,650 33.6
Vietnamese 32,055 30,906 30,592 29,990 29,535 8.5
Cantonese 20,291 13,781 19,784 19,118 18,139 11.9
Cambodian 17,274 15,665 13,907 10,730 8,399 105.7
Pilipino 14,945 14,381 13,450 12,145 10,941 36.6
Hmong 13,311 10,780 8,784 7,798 6,457 106.1
Korean 11,632 10,738 9,927 9,249 8,993 29.3
Lao 11,452 10,283 8,959 8,869 8,748 30.9
Mandarin 6,907 7,334 7,250 7,009 6,342 8.9
Farsi 4,564 3,881 3,394 2,850 2,065 121.0
Japanese 4,541 4,125 3,946 3,679 3,355 35.4
Armenian 3,851 2,660 2,419 2,410 2,648 45.4
Portuguese 2,663 2,641 2,508 2,630 2,483 7.2
Arabic 2,210 2,139 2,148 2,267 2,111 4.7
All other

languages 31,742 28,602 25,650 23,329 20,367 55.9
State totals 652,439 | 613,224 | 565,942 | 522,448 | 486,233 34.2
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TABLE 6
Number of Limited-English-Proficient Students }
in California Public Schools, by Grade Level and by Language, 1968
) : ) | P N F A1 other |
Grade Level Spanish | Vietnamese | Cantonese ! Cambodian ! Pilipino | languages ! Total
i i i | i
Kindergarten 68,842 | 3,931 1 2,35 g 2,809 1 1,539 ! 12,351 91,823
1 65,187 | 3,234 g 2,188 ' 2,846 i 1,554 | 11,342 86,351 '
2 55,057 1 2,561 ) 1,844 1 2,283 g 1,348 g 8,785 71,878 |
3 a2 | 2284 L 1666 1 1,13 1 14 ) 7,247 6,195
4 766 1 1,995 L 1,32 84 L L1281 6,380 53,315
5 /3w L8y L 1184 (U 992 | 5,848 | 45,908 l
6 29,602 1oL ) one f 3 b w6 ) s34 ) 30600
1 5,615 | 812 1 L14 ! 61 829 | 5,58 | 35,769
8 2,5 ) 1,953 1 L6 | 738 : 833 | 5,583 ! 32,990
9 26,984 : 2,91 ' Lm6 L1136 ! 1,29 6,605 | 40,694
10 23, | 2,97 | L1t} 14,238 1 L319 ) 6,79 : 37,322
11 14,620 | 2,634 | L4607 | 1,082 | L0 5677 | 26,552
12 9,054 ! 1,992 | 1,059 ! 7’3 | 803 : 4,393 | 18,084
Ungraded 9,417 | a1 s | 07| 186 ! 858 | 10,894
! ! { | ! {
| 1 i i | ]
State totals 475,000 0 32,055 ) 20,91 ! 17,274 ! 14,945 | 92,873 | 652,439
|
! i i i | ]
Percent 2.8 | 498 ! 3.t ! 2.6t ! 23 | w1
8
12




TABLE 7

Number of Limited and Fluent-English-Proficient Students

in Californiz Public Schools, by Language, 1988

Limited- Fluent-
English English
Language proficient proficient Total
nish 475,001 402,802 877,803
ietnamese 32,055 25,508 7,563
Pilipino 14,945 33,437 48,382
Cantonese 20,291 20,538 40,829
Korean 11,632 18,393 30,025
Cambodian 17,274 4,283 21,557
Mandarin 6,907 10,809 17,716
Hmong 13,311 3,007 16,318
Lao 11,452 3,494 14,946
Japanese 4,541 6,658 11,199
Farsi . 4,564 5,979 10,543
Other Chinese 3,215 4,610 7,825
Portuguese 2,663 4,776 7,439
Armenian 3,851 2,708 6,559
Arabic 2,210 3,011 5,221
Samoan 1,665 2,110 3,775
Hindi | 1,511 1,843 3,354
Punjabi 1,383 1,917 3,300
Mien 1,936 304 2,240
Ilocano 807 1,371 2,178
Thai . 828 1,115 1,943
Other Filipino 770 1,124 1,894
Hebrew 692 1,158 1,850
German 272 1,097 1,369
Tongan 794 464 1,258
Rumanian 785 469 1,254
French 294 723 1,017
Gujarati 381 542 923
Italian 203 648 851
Russian 157 586 743
Greek 155 492 647
Urdu | 275 346 621
Assyrian 248 315 563
Pashto 254 116 370
Polish 168 163 331
Indonesian 180 92 272
Dutch 46 211 257
Guamanian 62 157 219
Croatian 24 173 197
Hungarian 72 120 152
Burmese . 96 88 184
Native American 31 139 170
Visayan 68 56 124
Turkish 29 47 76
Serbian 10 32 42
All other languages 14,331 30,271 44,602
State totals 652,439 598,302 1,250,741
Percent 52.2% 47.8% 100.0%
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TABLE 8

Number of Limited-English-Proficient Students
in Bilingual Instructional Programs in California Public Schools, 1988

Grade level
Type of program K-6 7 - 12 Total
Classroom programs 255,325 19,772 275,097
Individual learning programs 174,030 151,538 325,568
Other program options 9,883 11,661 21,544
State totals 439,238 182,971 622,209

NOTE: A total of 29,804 LEP students were not enrolled in bilingual
instructional programs.

TABLE 9

Number of Students in Migrant Education Programs
Under ECIA, Chapter 1, in California Public Schools, 1988

Grade level
Language status K-6 7 - 12 Total
Limited-English-proficient 40,695 16,665 57,360
Fluent-English-proficient 17,731 16,343 34,074
English only 4,755 5,015 9,770
State totals 63,181 38,023 101,204
10
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Number of Bilingaal Staff Members in California

TABLE 11

Public Schools, by Language and by Classification, 1988

District-
Bilingual designated English

cross- primary language 3

cultural language Teachers development Bilingual Total l

Language teachers teachers in training teachers aides staff i

Spanish 7,491 624 7,638 0 16,713 34,466

Vietnamese 52 11 186 0 578 827 i
Cantonese 205 3 162 0 494 865
Cambodian 3 0 161 0 340 504
Pilipino 85 2 34 0 243 364
" Hmong 2 0 78 0 192 272
Korean 46 0 31 0 153 230
Lao 5 2 71 0 173 251
Mandarin 14 0 11 0 137 162
Farsi 0 3 1 0 48 52
Japanese 11 0 23 0 127 161
Armenian 7 6 46 0 95 154
Portuguese 26 0 4 0 92 122
Arabic 0 0 0 0 20 20
All other 7 12 17 0 240 276
English only 0 0 0 3,104 0 3,104
State totals 7,958 663 8,463 3,104 21,645 41,830
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INTRODUCTION TO MAPS

The two maps on the follewing pages indicate the country of origin for limited-
English-proficient (LEP, students with 2,000 or more pupils enrolled in
California public schoois. The countries of origin identified are based on

statistics reported in the 1987 Statistical Yearbook of Immigration and

Naturalization Service and the California School Language Census Collection of

1988.

In the 2mericas the majority of LEP students have come from Mexico and El
Salvador. The majority of Asian LEP students have come from the People's
Republic of China and Taiwan. Other Asian groups have come from Korea, Cambodia,
Laos, Vietnam, and the Philippines.

Iran, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan are the countries from which the majority of
Middle Easterners have come. In Europe the largest group represented in
California public schools is Portuguese. Most of these students come from the
Azores, a group of small islands off the coast of Portugal.
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COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN
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