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SUPERINTENDENTS
MESSAGE

he year 1988 was incredibly event-

ful for California public education.

In November the state’s citizens

demonstrated their strong support

for our schools by passing Proposi-
tion 98, thereby providing a stable fund-
ing base for education. We hope that we
now will have the potential to plan for the
future on the basis of our students’ educa-
tional needs rather than face fiscal uncer-
tainty year after year.

As we look ahead, we must renew our
dedication to the pursuit of excellence and
increased productivity and accountability
in our schools. This report, Building the
Future: California Educational Reform—
Annual Report, 1988, describes the sig-
nificant progress we have already made.
Test scores are rising, more students are

taking academic courses, and instructional
materials are being upgraded. In addition,
we have initiated strong accountability
programs. In fact, if the steel, automo-
bile, or electronics industries had shown
gains comparable to those occurring in
our schools, they would haveearned front-
page headlines. However, we are far from
completing our task; much hard work
remains.

During 1988 our ethnic students, for
the first time in the state’s history, be-
came the majority population in our
schools. This diversity poses many chal-
ienges as well as many opportunities for
educators to ensure that all of our students
benefit from our improveme ...t efforts.

Future jobs will demand skills much
higher than those expected for today’s
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jebs. Very few employment opportunities
will be created for those who cannotread,
compute, and follow directions. As soci-
ety becomes more complex, the amount
of education needed becomes greater. A
century ago a high school education was
considered superfluous for factory work-
ers, and a college degree was the mark of
an academic. But by the year 2000—for
the first time in history—a majority of
new jobs will require postsecondary edu-
cation, according to Workforce 2000,
published by the Hudson Institute.

To meet our goal of building a top-
notch educational system, we are now
embarking on a second wave of reforms.
As part of this effort, we must look at a
broad-scale restructuring of our schools
so thatschool site leaders and teachers are




Projected Ethnic Enroliment
in California Public Schools
Fall, 1988

White
49.2%

Aaian
7.6% Fliipino
2.2%

American (ndlan Black
or Native Alaskan 9.0%
0.8%

Total enroliment: 4.6 million

Hiapanic
o 30.7%

Ziven greater autonomy to make deci-
sions and implement programs. In addi-
tion, staff development needs to be en-
hanced to provide teachers and principals
with the skills and understanding needed
toassume greater responsibility. We must
view our schools as the private sector
viewsits operations—by making a greater
investment in personnel and then expect-
ing increased productivity. In addition,

Aswe look ahead, we
miust renew our dedication
to the pursuit of excellence
and increascd productiv ity

end accountability in our
schools.

we must impl- nent programs 0 assist
low-performing schools so thatall schools
show improvement,

The educational community is grateful
for the commitment that the public shares
with us in improving our schools. We now
must continue to do everything in our
power to bring excellence (0 our class-
rooms. Our children deserve no less.

State Superintendent
of Public Instruction
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- ACCOUNTABILITY

chool productivity can be difficult

to quantify. Before 1984 it was

almost impossible to measure,

except by using test scores, how

well Californiaschools were doing.
To fill this information gap, California
became the first state in the nation to
establish statewide accountability stan-
dards to judge school performance. Since
that time the Council of Chief State School
Officers followed California’s lead by
establishing quality criteria to allow for
national comparisons.

The statewide accountability program
uses test scores, academic course enroll-
ments, and other criteria to measure how
schools are performing. The purpose of
the program is to let educators determine
the success of their schools, sustain sup-
port for the reform movement by demon-

strating such success, recognize schools
for their progress and achievements, and
learn how 10 use available resources most
effectively.

The following section describes the
various components of the statewide ac-
countability program.

Performance Reports

Each California school receives from
the State Department of Education an
annual report, the Performance Report
for California Schools, whicn describes
the progress the school is making in sev-
eral areas. The report also compares the
school’s performance with that of schools
with similar swudent populations and
schools throuzhout the state and includes
performance targets for achievement.

ke

In addition, indicators developed by
the school can include in-depth descrip-
tions, on a school-by-school basis, of
quantitative data and qualitative assess-
ments. Schools provide information on
the quality of the instructional program,
naturc of the learning environment,
amount and quality of writing assign-
ments and homework, and numbers and
types of books read. Using the data pro-
vided in the performance report helps
individual schools and school districts
establish theirown goals and devise strate-
gies to reach them.

Since 1984, when the accountability
goals were established, California’s
schools have made impressive gains. By
1987 many of the statewide averages were
substantially ahead of the targeted goals.
However, the 1988 accountability results




California Assessment Program Test Scores Are Improving
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cannot be compared directly with per-
formance levels from previous years
because a new grade twelve California
Assessment Program test was admin-
istered in 1988 and improvements were
made to course enrollment datacollection
forms. In addition, so many schools im-
preved from 1984 to 1987 that it became
increasingly difficult to make normative
judgments. Thus, the second phase of the
accountability program was established
in 1988, with new statewide performance
targets established until 1994,
Inaddition, asaresult of the passage of
Proposition 98 in November, 1988, the
Superintendent of Public Instruction
appointed a task force to develop a model
School Accountability Report Card. The
report card will expand the existing per-
formance indicators and contain infor-

mation on a variety of school conditions,
inc’uding student achievem:.ent, dropout
rates, expenditures, class size, teacher
assignment, textbook quality, student
services, school safety, teacher evalu-
ation and staff developme-t, classroom
discipline, and instructional quality.
Proposition 98 requires each public school
district to issue an annual School Ac-
countability Report Card for each of its
schools beginning in the 1989-90 school
year.

California Assessment
Program

California’s curriculum for kindergar-
ten through grade twelve sets high expec-
tations for students; emphasizes active,
cooperative learning; and requires stu-
dents to solve problems, seek answers,

and search for solutions. The curriculum
changes necessitate a movement away
from limited testing which focuses en-
tirely on narrow component skills and
reliance on objective multiple-choice
formats. Instead, California Assessment
Program (CAP) testing now incorporates
problem solving, writing, science, and
history; and other areas are being devel-
oped. CAP is a mandatory testing pro-
gram for all California students in grades
three, six, eight, and twelve. In the past
five years, CAP has responded to educa-
tional reform efforts by revising existing
tests and expanding statewide testing to
additional grade levels and content areas.

CARP tests are developed by teachers
and educational specialists from through-
outthe country who serve oncontent-area
assessment advisory committees. The




California Assessment Program Test Scores Are Rising
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CAP results are not reported for individ-
ual students bu* are aggregated 10 provide
comprehensive average scores for schools
and school districts.

The process of upgrading CAP 1o
provide the strongest possible support for
California’s new curriculum frameworks
and guides intensified in 1988 as work
began onrevising testsinread:" g, written
expression, and mathematics for grades
three, six, eight, and twelve and develop-
ing comparable examinations for grade
ten. CAPtests are alsobeing developed in
science and history-social science for
grades six ana twelve, and the history—
social science test for grade eight is being
revised.

The direct writing assessment, intro-
duced for grade eight in 1987, was aug-
mented in 1988 by a grade twelve writing

assessment. This expansion of the writing
assessment test is expected to reinforce
the central role of writing in the curricu-
lum, stimulate more instruction and stu-
dent practice in writing, and supply more
valid information to teachers about the
strengths and weaknesses of their writing
programs than traditional tests of knowl-
edge about writing have provided.

In 1988 high school seniors earned the
highest CAP reading scores ever. CAP’s
new twelfth grade mathematics test, with
itsemphasison higher-level thinking skills
and problem-solving ability, differs too
much from the old test to permit sound
equating. Future scores are expected to
show continuing improvement in mathe-
maticsasthey have inreading. CAP state-
wide scores for students in grades eight
and six improved measurably over 1987,

with average scores for eighth and sixth
graders increasing in all arcas due to
growing emphasis on middle grade edu-
cation. Although third graders performed
at much higher levels than they did five
years ago, theirscores dropped slightly in
writing and mathematics. (Sec charts
above.)

Improvement in CAP scores is not
limited to the better students; it is occur-
ring across the board and for all ethnic
groups. In 1983, the state’s students were
divided into quartiles of one million stu-
dents eachto help determine how students
were progressing. Using the 1983 quar-
tiles as a benchmark, about 191,000 stu-
dents are now inthe top quartile in mathe-
matics who were not there in 1983, while
213,000 children have moved up out of
the bottom quartile.




Over 200,000 Students Move Out of Bottom Quartile
on CAP Tests; 191,000 Move Into Top Quartile

181,000 students
move into the top

quartile Improvement in CAP scores is not limited to
the better students; it is occurring across the
board and for all ethnic groups. In 1983, the
g state’s students were divided into quartiles of
one million students each to help determine
how students were progressing. Using the
1983 quartiles as a benchmark, about 191,000
students dre now in the top quartile in

213,000 students mathematics who were not there in 1983,
while 213,000 children have moved up out of
move out of the the bottom quartile.

.

bottom quartile

Quartiles
(4 Top [T] Middie [ Bottom

(Based on thid, sixth, eighth, twelfth grade math CAP tests)

More High Schocl Students Are Taking Tougher Courses

Before 1983 the only graduation requirement
under California law was two years of
physical education. Now, as a result of Senate
Bill 813(1983), California’s sweeping
educational reform legislation, all students
must complete at least three years of English,
two years of mathematics, two years of
science, three years of social science, one year
of fine arts o. foreign language, and one
semester of economics. As a result, far more
students are getting a broader, <iilicr educa-
tion as enrollment in academic courses has
risen. The increases are particularly dramatic
inlower socioeconomic areas.

@ Chemistry
QO Physics
B Advanced Mathematics




More Students Are Taking the SAT

increased from 476 to 484.

23 it existed i the 1983-84 schoal year

22.5 Percent
More
Students

Have Good v
Scores on the
Scholastic
Aptitude Test
83-84 87-88

® Mehematcs SAT +800 O Verbal SAT +450

The number of students with higher-level skills is increasing dramatically. Students who
score at or above 450 on verbal and 500 in mathematics are the students who will likely
end up filling the most demanding jobs in our economy. The number of these high
scorers has increased substantially—about 22 percent since 1983-84. An additional 32
percent more students are scoring over 600 on these tests.

Seventeen percent* or 17,426 more students
are taking the Scholastic Aptiiude Te :t today
than in 1983. At the same time, the : verage
verbal score has increased from 421 to 424,
and the average mathematics score has

*This percentage changs, a3 well a3 the po. ssntage changes on the
following graphs, was calculated a3 & percontage of the size or e

32 Percent
More
Students
Have
Excellent
Scores on the
Scholastic
Aptitude Test




Percent of California’s Seniors with High Scores on SAT Is Growing
and Significantly Greater Than in Rest of Nation

1983-84 1987-88 Percent of Change 198384  1987-88  Percent of Change
Verbal
Number of seniors 266,889 266,028 2,678,000 2,674,302
Number sconng 450 or higher 41,425 50,108 ﬁ 408,171 480,788
Percent scoring 450 or higher 155 188 21 15.2 18.0 18
Number sconng 600 or higher 6,639 8,700 70,479 83,035
Percent scoring 600 or higher 25 33 32 26 3.1 19
Mathematics
Number sconing 500 or higher 44,074 54,384 398,010 488,085
Percent scoring 500 or higher 165 204 24 149 183 23
Number scoring 600 or higher 17,393 22,901 160,634 199,688
Percent scoring 600 or higher 6.5 8% 32 6.0 75 25

Although the number of high school seniors has remained about the same, the percentage of students
scoring above 450 and 600 in verbal and 500 and 600 in mathematics is increasing in California and
nationally. Progress in California is particularly impressive. The percentage of seniors receiving good or
excellent verbal scores is approximately 4 percent higher in California than in the rest of the nation. In
mathematics the percentage of students in California receiving good or excellent scores is 11 percent
higher than in the rest of the nation.




Students Score Well on College Board Achievement Tests

il

Mathematics Levet |

@ American History

Since 1983-84 there have been increases ranging from 19 percent to 100 percent in the
number of students taking the difficult College Board Achievement Tests and scoring above
500. The percentage of seniors getting good scores of S00 and above has increased by 100
percent in literature, S0 percent in mathematics level II, 40 percent in chemistry, 40 percent

in English, 23 percent in biology, and 19 percent in American history.

Incentive Programs

Business, community groups, and the
educational community have joined to-
gether to recognize the accomplishments
of California’s outstanding educators and
schools and to provide incentives.

School Recognition Program

The State Department of Education
established the California School Recog-
nition Program to showcase outstanding
educational achievement and to foster
educational excellence. The annual pro-
gram also helps to increase public aware-
nessand provide support for those schools
that deserve academic distinction. Ele-
mentary and secondary schools, recog-
nized by the program in alternating years,
serve as models for other schools seeking
to improve and excel. In addition, schools

chosen as California distinguished schools
will advance to the U.S. Department of
Education’s National SchoolRecognition
Program competition,

In 1988 a total of 62 middle schools
and 62 high schools were honored as
California distinguished schools at the
third annual awards ceremony. A com-
prehensive screening process, which took
several months to complete, determined
the winning schools. The firstphase of the
screening included a computeranalysis of
the California Assessment Program scores
and other quality indicators for over 800
high schools and 1,000 middle schools.
Those schools which ranked highest for
performance and improvement on scores
during the last three years were nomi-
nated.

Nominated schools then completed an

)

extensive application designed to allow
each school to detail the varicty and
strengths of its programs. The applica-
tions were rated by state and local educa-
tors. Next, a team of educators visited the
schools that received high ratings on their
applications. In 1987 a total of 245 ele-
mentary schools were similarly recog-
nized.

In addition to honoring schools with
all-around top test scores and academic
improvement, the California School Rec-
ognition Program recognized achieve-
ments in other categorics. High schools
that demonstrated excellence through
various quality indicators in the annual
Performance Report for California
Schools, such as a high percentage of
students completing three years of mathe-
matics, received Outstanding Achieve-




Rate of Seniors Passing Advanced
Placement Test Increases by 92 Percent

There has been a 92 percent increase in the
rate of seniors passing the College Board
Advanced Placement Examinations since
1983-84. Students who pass these rigorous
tests receive college credit. These tests are
given in 24 subject areas such as biology,
physics, French literature, music theory,
computer science, and calculus.

ment Awards. These awards were gi- 2n
to high schools ranked in the top 5 percent
of comparable schools having the highest
performance on one or more quality indi-
cators. High schools which ranked in the
top 5 percent of schools having the great-
est improvement on one or more quality
indicators were also given certificates.
These Outstanding Achievement Awards
are provided by the State Department of
Education through offices of county super-
intendents of schools each fall. Over 1,100
certificates were awarded to schools in 28
categories of outstanding achievement
during the 1987-88 school year.
Seventeen exemplary special educa-
tion programs, 11 vocational education
programs, and two adult education pro-
gramswerealsorecognizedin 1988. These
awards went to programs that supported

the Department’s mission and goals and
to schools that showed positive results on
their performance reports. Inaddition, the
Exemplary People Award honored indi-
viduals who were not directly part of the
public education system but have contrib-
uted significantly to its improvement.
Certificates of recognition and commen-
dation were also given toevery California
high school valedictorian and salutato-
rian,

Golden State Examination

The Golden State Examination (GSE)
Program is a novel approach to motiva-
tion. The examination is not primarily a
testing program but rather a vehicle to
identify students worthy of being recog-
nized fortheiracademic accomplishments.
The GSE provides capable students with

16

an incentive to work harder and take more
college preparation coursesandmotivates
teachers to upgrade their teaching.

The Department has developed annual
GSE end-of-course examinations in key
academic subjects. District and student
participation in the examination is volun-
tary. Students who achieve at the honors
level are recognized by the state and their
local school. In 1988 a total of 123,000
studentstook the tests in first-year algebra
and geometry, a 28 percent increase from
the 105,000 students who participated in
the two mathematics tests in 1987. More
than 47,000 of the participating students
were recognized as Golden State schol-
ars. As funding permits, the program will
be expanded to include such subjects as
U.S. history, American government, eco-
nomics, English literature and composi-




Per Pupil Spending Goes up Jus: 11 Percent
While Students’ Test Scores Go Much Higher

Per-pupil spending in constant dollars has
risen only 11 percent—or a little less than 3
percent annually—between 1983 and 1987. At
the same time, educational productivity has
risen at a much greater rate on a wide rangc of
indicators, as the previous charts show. Few
other industries can boast of such effective

os
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Educator Awards

The St-te Department of Education
participated in the 1988 California Edu-
cator Award Program. Sponsored by the
Milken Family Foundation of Los Ange-
les, the program awarded 12 educators
$25,000 each for outstanding achieve-
ments,

The 1988 California Teacher of the
Year Program gave $15,000 to an out-
standing teacher. In addition, the three
finalists in the competition received cash
awards of $4,000 each, and the four semi-
finalists received $1,000 each. Funds for
the awards were provided by the Teachers
Management and Investment Corpora-
tion.

Fiscal and Management
Accountability

The Department has initiated signifi-
cant fiscal and management accountabil-
ity efforts that allow educators, citizens,
and lawmakers to understand better how
funds for education are spent and that
ensure that these funds are used wisely.

School Operations Improvement

The Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion formed the Committee on School
Operations Improvementin 1988 to ctudy
how best to improve efficiency in the
schools. The committee, composed of
school administrators, business execu-
tives, and university faculty, is examin-
ing school business operations practices

and will recommend ways in which
schools can collaborate more effectively
with otheragencies and private businesses
to improve productivity.

Cost of a Typical School

In 1988 the State Department of Edu-
cation expanded its project to describe
how California schools spend their funds.
The expandcd analysis is based on a suc-
cessful 1987 project which examined the
costs of operating a hypothetical Califor-
nia school.

Figures used in the original analysis
were based on statewide totals prepared
from reports submitted by school dis-
tricts. The 1987 analysis revealed that 63
percent of the funds were spent for the
classroom—for people who work daily




Almost 90 Percent of Our Students
Now Go to Public Schools

Californians are demonstrating renewed
confidence in our public schools. Almost 90
percent of our students—nearly 4.6 million—
now attend public schools, and the percentage

is rising.

with students and for books and materi-
als; 31 percent, for other essential school
site activities, such as building mainte-
nance, food services, and transportation;
and about § percent, for districtand coun-
ty office administration. The upcoming
analysis will base its data on standardized
information obtained from a sample of
districts. In addition, the new analysis
will provide more specific information,
breaking down the costs of elementary
schools, middle schools, andhigh schools
in suburban, urban, and rural areas.
Another study conduc‘ed by the De-
partment in 1988 reveals that the ratio of
one administrator to 23 other personnel
compared favorably with the private sec-
tor’s a'ministrator to personnel ratio.

Financial Management
Adequate management of school dis-

of fiscal accountability. It requires quali-

Boards Association (CSBA), the second
annual series of conferences for fiscal

ecifically for school board members,

trict financial resources is a vital elemem}'cy teams. These sessions, designed

fied administrative and business office
staff, adequate technology and informa-
tion, and a well-informed and conscien-
tious group of fiscal policy decision
makers. During 1988-89 the Department
completed anumberof activities designed
to provide assistance in enhancing school
district financial management and busi-
ness practices.

In 1988 the Department cosponsored,
with the Association of California School
Administrators (ACSA), the California
Association of School Business Officials
(CASBO), and the California School
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perintendents, and chief school busi-
ncss officials, focused on long-range fis-
cal planning, decision making, team build-
ing,and communication. The Department
also worked with the California school
leadership academies to provide fiscal
policy team training through its network
of 13 cenuers.

ACSA, CASBO, and CSBA have en-
tered into joint ventures to provide addi-
tional in-depth training in various aspects
of financial management for school board
members, superintendents, and school
district chief business officials.



The Department published the 1988-
89 edition of the Resource Guide : Confer-
ences, Workshops, and Training Oppor-
tunities for District and County Business
Office Staff. The Department also pre-
pared areport on the first statewide study
of chief businessofficials employed in the
California public school system.

In conjunction with the Statewide
Microcomputer Advisory Committee, the
Department conducted the first statewide
study of microcomputer software used i
school district administration, business,
and personnel activities. The report of the
study, Microcomputer Software Use in
School District Business Offices, identi-
fies available software and the software
needed within school districts and offices
of county superintendents of schools.

The new analysis wifl
provide more specific
information, breaking
down the covts of
clemeniary schools,
middle scliools, und high
schools.

School-based Coordinated Programs

The Legislature has recognized that
categorical programs need to be carefully
coordinated to easure that duplication of
services is reduced and administration of
special programs does not create exces-

sive paperwork. In 1981 the School-Based
Programs Coordination Act created an
option to improve coordination of ser-
vices in schools already receiving cate-
gorical funds. The funding sources al-
lowed to be coordinated were the School
Improvement Program, Economic Im-
pact Aid, the Miller-Unruh Basic Read-
ing Act, Gifted and Talented Education,
and Special Education. Initially, schools
across the state did not take advantage of
the new legal flexibility granted by this
legislation. Today, however, the trend has
been reversed. Increased coordination of
special programs is a positive trend. Stu-
dents, particularly those receiving ser-
vices from numerous programs, stand a
much greater chance of receiving higher-
quality education.




CURRICULL

pgrading the curriculum in our

schools has been a primary goal of

California’s educational reform

movement. Significant progresshas

dy been made in revising

course content, and efforts to further

strengthen instructional programs con-

tinue in all subject areas. Several of the

more significant accomplishments are
highlighted in this section.

English-Language Arts

The 1988 adoption of instruction..
materials in English-language arts marked
a major step in California’s textbook
improvement effort. As a result of this
adoption, instructional materials are
moving away from the inadequate, frag-
mented materials of the past to books that
include meaningful literature.

The 1987 English-Language Arts
Framework for California Public Schools:
Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve
called for a literature-based program for
all students that gives attention to ethical,
2esthetic, and cultural values; focuses on
integrating all of the language arts—lis-
tening, speaking, reading, and writing;
and incorporates writing as a key strat-
egy. Publishers were encouraged to sub-
mit English-language arts programs that
would guide students, through the study
of literatwi ¢, toward adeeper understand-
ing of themselves.

Twenty-two publishers submitted 67
instructional programs with over 7,000
items. These programs were reviewed by
panels of tcachers, curriculum special-
ists, administrators, and library and me-
dia specialists from throughout the state.

12
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As the result of this scrutiny, 23 programs
were adopted. However, all separate spell-
ing programs were rejected because they
failed to teach spelling in a reading and
writing context.

Although all of the programs fell short
of the framework model by various de-
grees, the newly revised and adopted
programs have many strengths. The in-
clusion of a wealth of significant Lterary
works and new cooperative learning ac-
tivities and teaching strategies suggest
movement toward rich language arts pro-
grams in which students acquire knowl-
edge and skills as they listen, speak, read,
and write about literature.

History-Social Science

The reform of history-social science
instruction took a major step forward in
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Jaime Escalante
Garfield Senior High School, Los Angeles

Recipient of
1988 California Educator Award

1988 with the publication of the landmark
History-Social Science Framework for
California Public Schools: Kindergarten
Through Grade Twelve. In addition, a
first-time national history textbook fo-
run; brought together history scholars and
publishers to illustrate the need for more
challenging and comprehensive text-
books.
The framework calls for rewriting,
expanding, and deepening the study of
U.S. history. It focuses on literacy in eth-
ics, civics, democracy, economics, and
geography and the introduction of the
corcepts of character and morality. Ap-
proximately 4,000 educators have already
reczived training in implementing the
framework statewide.

In addition, the Superintendent of
Public Instruction, the State Board of
Education, and the Association of Ameri-

can Publishers sponsored the National
History Textbook Forum in conjunction
with the release of the new framework.
The meeting demonstrated a national
consensus for higher-quality history text-
books and illustrated the immediate need
to provide more challenging and compre-
hensive textbooks.

Mathematics

In 1986 the State Board of Education
rejected the mathematics instructional
materials submitted for adoption and gave
the publishers participating in the process
one year to align their materials with the
Mathematics Framework for California
Public Schools: Kindergarten Through
Grade Twelve. By the end of 1987, the
six kindergarten through grade eight se-
ries that were adopted contained a num-
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ber of new lessons designed to engage
students in exploring mathematics rather
than merely following procedures spelled
out in books. In these lessons students are
directed to use manipulative materials
and often to work cooperatively in groups.
School districts began using these revised
materials in 1988.

The Department also hosted an invita-
tional conference on elementary mathe-
matics education, bringing together pub-
lishers, representatives from other states
and professional organizations, univer-
sity mathematics educators, and the
members of the newly appointed Mathe-
matics Framework Committee. The
agenda focused on the challenge of de-
signing and installing new elementary
mathematics programs in the schools by
the mid-1990s.

At the high school level, new empha-




sis was given to the development of in-
structional materials for use in Math A, a
course recommended in the framework
as a replacement for both general mathe-
matics and prealgebra courses. Because
no genenally suitable textbooks are avail-
able for this course, an alteriative source
of materials is of critical .mportance so
that more schools can implement a high
school mathematics course well suited to
today’s needs.

Science Safety

Laboratories are an essential part of
good programs in science and vocational
education. In addition to improving stu-
dents’ understanding of basic concepts,
laboratory activities and demonstrations
allow students to learn the processes and
teachings of sound research. The need for

high-quality science instruction goes hand
inhand with the need fora safe classroom
laboratory environment for our students.

To help create this environment, the
State Department of Education estab-

/:‘ri.f,’/f'-aji!(i."[/“x' RIS
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Classroom,

lished a Science Safety Project to im-
prove school safety in the science labora-
tory. As part of this project, 17 science
safety seminars were presented in 1988,
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and the Science Safety Handbook for
California High Schcols was published.
The handbook, featuring the latest tech-
nical information on laboratory safety in
chemistry, biology, and physical science,
has received national acclaim.

To facilitate the collection of outdated
chemicals and other hazardous wastes,
the Department arrang:i a unique, low-
cost agreement with the ;ndustrial Tech-
nology (IT) Corporation in collaboration
with the Department of Health Services.
Under the agreement approximately 700
schools were able to dispose of over
500,000 pounds of unwanted chemicals
at 40 percent to 60 percent of the normal
disposal fees. This joint venture, partici-
pated in by state agencies, the IT Corpo-
ration, and the schools, resulted in two-
thirds of the high school districts being



“Wearc livivg inan eioc-
tronie villaoe, and the edu-
cational communiiy is fuist
beginning to face up to
that. We can’t stand s1idl
and settle for what we've
gol. We need to bring the
latest technologios into the
classroom {f we aie gaing
o have an impact o# the
kids of toduy.”
Charlie Koepke, Director

Model School Technology Grant
Upland Junior High School

able to certify compliance with legisla-
tive guidelines. The Department will
continue (0 assist the other one-third of
the high school districts in attaining
compliance and will enforce the state
mandatz that districts certify compliance.

Foreign Languages

To realize its economic potential,
California needs adults who can commu-
nicate in the international marketplace.
To reach this goal, the Department began
Planning the Foreign Language Initiative
to coincide with the release of the new
Foreign Language Framework for Cali-
fornia Public Schools: Kindergarten
Through Grade Twelve in 1989. The
framework will highlight the benefits of
preparing students to communicate ef-
fectively with individuals from other cul-

tures who speak other languages. The
framework poses a challenging goal for
the public schools to “develop students
who can communicate effectively and
with appropriate cultural sensitivity in at
least one language in addition to their
native language.”

The initiative's purpose is to inform
the public about the importance of devel-
oping in our students an awareness of
other nations and cultures; encourage
students to study foreign languages
throughout their schooling; promote the
establishment of foreign language pro-
grams in elementary schools; and en-
courage schools to teach languages not
commonly taught. Representatives of
foreign governments, numerous profes-
sional organizations, and the business
community are working with the Depart-
ment on the initiative,
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Model Technology Schools

The integration of computer-based
technology with classroom instruction is
essential for bringing our schools into the
twenty-first century and preparing our
students for their future role as citizens
and leaders. The Model Technology
Schools Program, which gives students
and teachers the opportunity to integrate
the use of computers in the curriculum,
completed its first year of operation in
1988. After a highly competitive selec-
tion process, five sites (Alhambra, Cu-
pertino-Fremont, Los Angeles, Mon-
terey, and Sacramento) were given
$500,000 each in seed money. Participat-
ing in each project are two to four schools
thatare diverse in student ethnicity, school
organization, instructional strategies, and
type of technology configuration.



One of the major reasons for funding
this program was to create models for the
use of technology and to study the impact
this use has on leaming and other aspects
of education. The new learning environ-
ment created by the infusion of technol-
ogy into the classroom calls for instruc-
tion to move away from formai, teacher-
centered learmning with textbooks and
toward student-centered learning and
opportunities to learn by doing. Educa-
tors can visit the sites and adapt the proj-
ects to meet needs at their own schools.

Arts Education

The State Department of Education
adopted major new recommendations in
1988 to strengthen arts education in the
schools. These recommendations, made
by the Superintendent of Public Instruc-

tion’s Arts Education Advisory Commit-
tee, resulted from a unique partnership
between the Department and the Getty
Center for Education inthe Arts, an entity
of the J. Paul Getty Trust.

The recommendations are part of a
new natioral focus on improving arts
education in the classroom. Specifically,
the committee recommended that the
state’s educational community (1) adopt
a policy to support education in the arts;
(2) support and develop training in the
arts for both teachers and administrators;
and (3) expand the state testing program
to include visual and performing arts.
Work will begin in 1989 on implement-
ing the recommendations.

Health and Nutrition
The ability of students to perform
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successfully in the classroom is directly
related to their physical well-being. In
1988 the State Department of Education
placed an increased emphasis on encour-
aging health education and nutrition edu-
cation in the schools.

Healthy Kids, Healthy California

The Healthy Kids, Healthy California
Initiative will be launched early in 1989
to improve the health and well-being of
students in kindergarten through grade
twelve. The comprehensive program is
designed to (1) guide students in adopting
healthy lifestyles that will benefit the
students now and for the rest of their
lives; (2) address all aspects of students’
physical, mental, emotional, and social
health; and (3) draw on the support of
parents, students, and school staff, local




medical services, businesses, and the
community.

Healthy Kids, Healthy California will
provide the structure for schools, in part-
nership with parents and the community,
to educate students about such topics as
AIDS and other sexually transmitted dis-
eases; teenage pregnancy; suicide; eating
disorders; drug, alcohol, and tobacco
abuse; and prevention of accidental death
or injury. Through this statewide cam-
paign, information will be distributed to
inspire educators, parents, and communi-
ties to begin planning theirown programs.

The Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tinn has also established an AIDS advi-
sory commitiee and a drug advisory
commiltee to guide policies regarding
education in those areas. The activities of
both groups are collaboratively planned,

and the committees share a common goal
of emphasizing comprehensive health
programs in California schools.

Child Nutrition

By eating well-balanced meals, chil-
dren can help themselves to attain opti-
mal physical and intellectual develop-
ment. Buttodo so, they need guidance in
acquiring theknowledge required to make

17

25

wise food choices. Child nutrition pro-
grams can improve the children’s dietary
habits by reinforcing what the children
have already leamed about eating healthy
foods. The State Department of Educa-
tion’s goal is to improve the quality of
school meals and promote model nutri-
tion programs at schools.

The nutritional quality of school meals
must be evaluated periodically to assess
whether the best possible choices of food
are available. To help child nutrition per-
sonnel focus on the nutritional quality of
their menus, the State Department of
Education disseminated the Meal Quality
Self-Assessment Instrument for School
Nutrition Programs, a self-evaluation tool
designed to identify the nutritional
sirengths and weaknesses of meals served
to children. A key element of the assess-



ment instrument is an action plan for
improving nutritional quality thatencour-
ages food service directors to outline
strategies for improving their programs.
Criteria for assessing the quality of meals
can be found in Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, published by the U.S. De-

partment of Health and Human Services,
and in publications related to child nutri-
tion programs sponsored by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.

The State Department of Health Ser-
vices and State Department of Education
plan to release a life-cycle food guide in
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1989. This guide will contain recommen-
dations for children’s diets, including
advice onintake ¢ " fat, sodium, and fiber.
School nutrition program directors will
be encouraged tc follow the guide’s rec-
ommendations,




ood teachers are the key to the fu-

ture success of Catifornia’s educa-

tional reform effor.s. Ultimately,

teachers have the power to brans-

form a vision of excellence—higher
academic standards, stronger civic and
ethical values, and renewed enthusiasm
for leaming—into a reality for the state’s
4.6 million schoolchildren. For this rea-
son it is crucial that California continue
to attract, inspire, and retain high-caliber
instructors.

California will need at least 160,000
new teachers during the next ten years.
To meet this need, the State Department
of Education, working with the state’s
institutions of higher education, contin-
ued its A Class Act: Be a Teacher public
awareness campaign 1o inforr. nigh school
and college students of the rewards and

opportunities in teaching. In addition, the
Department supported local teacher re-
cruitment efforts and Reach for the Power:
Teach, a national teacher recruitment
campaign. The result of these efforts has
been a growing interest in teaching. Stu-
dentsare ¢ ypl;ing for admission to teacher
education programs in greater numbers
than at any other time in recent history,
and teacher education programs at all
California State University campuses are
expanding to meet the new demand.

The State Department of Education is
dedicated to ensuring that these new teach-
ers and all other teachers get the strong
support and training they need to inspire
young people and teach the rigorous new
curriculum, California must invest in its
teachers in the same way a private corpo-
ration invests in its employees. Ameng
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the programs and training centers con-
tributing to this effort in 1988 were the
Mentor Teacher Program, the California
New Teacher Project, the New Teacher
Retention Project, Comprehensive
Teacher Ef¢ jcation Institutes, and the
Bilingual 'yeacher Training Program.

Mentor Teacher Program

The Mentor Teacher Program, now in
its fifth year, encourages and rewards
exemplary teaching and provides staff
development for new and experienced
teachers. The program allows teachers to
work together on common instructional
issues and to assist one another in pro-
moting student learning, school improve-
ment, and enhanced professional status.

3chool districts have broad latitude in
designing, implementing, and evaluating




their individual mentor programs to meet
their needs most effectively. They may
designate up to 5 percent of their perma-
nent classroom teachers as mentors.
Approximately 10,563 teachers were se-
lected as mentors in 1988.

Mentor teachers are selected by com-
mittees composed mainly of teachers, are
not required to hold administrative or
other service credentials, and are prohib-
ited from evaluating other teachers. Each
mentor teacher receives a $4,000 stipend.
In addition, districts receive $2,000 per
mentor to offset the costs of mentor se-
lection and training, purchase materials
and equipment, and provide release time
so that the mentor teacher can work with
other teachers.

Onalong-t"rm basis distric s are being
asked to plan the future direction of their

“My mentor was great.
She should now
receive her halo

and wings!”

Maureen Terry, Teacher
College Park Elementary
School, Irvine

mentor programs (1) as part of a l... ger
strategy for building teacher leadership,
responsibility, and collegiality; and (2) in
support of curriculum improvement, staff

20

28

training, and opportunities for all stu-
dents to receive a comprehensive cur-
riculum.

California New Teacher
Project

About 16,000 teachers are credentialed
by the state each year. Nearly half are
teaching for the first time, and the other
half are new to California. Of the first-
time teachers, 50 percent will leave the
profession within five years, according
to national studies.

The California New Teacher Project
is one of several pilot efforts intended to
discover what strategies best prevent the
attrition of new teachers. These stiategies
include staff development during a
teacher’s initial years in the classroom



“I was on my way out,
looking for some other
work. But today, with the
help of my school and the
new teacher retention
program, I am thrilled to go
to school each day. It is
challenging, fulfilling and
exciting.”

Cynthia Morales, Bilingual Teacher
Sherman Elementary School, San Diego

and more comprehensive approaches to
testing for credential requirements. The
project is coadministered by the State
Department of Education and the Com-
mission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC).
Fifteen local projects were chosen to
pilot-test different means of increasing
the retention and effectiveness of new
teachers. Each project is unique. Some
encourage new teachers to work one-on-
one with an experienced or mentor
teacher; others have new teachers work
with a sapport team that includes an ex-
perienced teacher, a college or university
faculty person, and other new teachers.
The Department and the CTC are also
contracting for an assessment firm to pi-
lot-test different approaches to the as-
sessment of new teachers. Such ap-
proaches would extend the current reli-

ance on multiple-choice examinations to
a broader performance assessment. A
multiyear evaluation of the project will
appraise how successfully the project
increased teacher retention, effectiveness,
and satisfaction and reduced new teacher
isolation by building collegiality and en-
couraging the commitment of new teach-
ers to professional development and life-
long leaming.

New Teacher Retention Project

The State Department of Education
and the Office of the Chancellor, Califor-
nia State University, also received funds
to expand two projects that support new
teachers in inner-city schools. The two
new teacher retention projects, in San
Diego and in the Hayward-Oakland area,
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retained 90 percent of their first-year
teachers after one year; and 82 percentof
the teachers returned to teach in inner-
city schools.

Five types of support are provided.
Each new teacher is paired with an expe-
rienced teacher; given release time to
work with experienced teachers; enrolled
in seminars on teaching in the inner city;
provided access to a university consult-
ant on course content or methodology;
and given a stipend for classroom materi-
als. During the 1987-88 school year, a
total of 80 teachers participated in the
two projects. In 1988-89 two new proj-
ects were added, one in San Francisco
and the other in Los Angeles. The four
projects will serve 300 to 400 new teach-
ers at a cost of $1,667 to $2,500 per
teacher.




Comprehensive Teacher
Education Institutes

Revitalizing teacher preparation pro-
grams is critical to the continued im-
provement of the teaching profession.
Academic, professional, and practical
experiences must be developed and linked
by institutions of higher education and
the public schools to ensure that prospec-
tive teachers are prepared adequately to
teach a divcrse student population.

The purpose of California’s Compre-
hensive Teacher Education Institutes is
to reform teacher preparation pr. ;rams
over a four-year period through partner-
ships between school districts, university
and college academic departments, and
schools of education. The three work

cooperatively to redesign and strengthen
teacher preparation programs so that
graduates are well prepated to teach in
diverse classroom settings. During the
1988-89 school year, as many as fou.
new institutes will be identified.

Results of the institutes include more
practice-teaching experiences in multi-
cultural settings; more field experiences
for prospective teachers early in their
training; and more communication be-
tween school districts and universities.

Bilingual Teacher Training
Program

The Bilingual Teacher Training Pro-
gram helped nearly 2,000 classroom
teachers during 1988 to improve their
teaching methods, cultural understand-
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ing, and second-language capability at 11
California sites. In addition, special in-
ensive summer bilingual training insti-
tutes enabled teachers to receive bilin-
gual certificates of competence.
Although many teachers have received
training, the gap between the number of
limited-English-proficient students and
the number of teachers prepared to serve
their special needs continues to widen.
Aware of this increasing need, the Legis-
lature in 1988 authorized a study of the
Bilingual Teacher Training Program to
determine the costs of various approaches
to such training efforts, document their
characteristics, and develop different
strategies for training teachers of limited-
English-proficient students.




UNDERREPRESENTED

STUDENTS
IN COLLEGES

tudents from low-income families

and from certain ethnic groups,

notably blacks and Hispanics, are

underrepresented in our colleges

and universities. This pattern is
evident throughout the nation and has
particularly serious consequences in Cali-
fomia, wi ere the total ethnic student popu-
lation now constitutes the majority of
public school students.

During the 1987-88 school year, the
State Department of Education launched
amajor new effort to make college prepa-
ration for all populations of students a
priority for California schools. The Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction ap-
pointed an Advisory Committee on Col-
lege Preparation of Underrepresented
Students to develop strategies to increase
the number of low-income and ethnic

students who will be eligible for admis-
sion to a college or university and, once
admitted, will go on to graduate, As part
of this effort, the Department is working
to set targets for improving the college
eligibility of underrepresented students.
These targets will appear in the annual
performance reports for high schools.

Publications and training packagesare
being develcped to raise the level of
awareness and commitmentof school staff
regarding college preparation forall popu-
lations of students. Schools will be urged
toengage in aplanning process toinclude
setting college enrollment goals, provid-
ing appropriate staff development, and
incorporating effective practices.

More than 1,600 California students
were enrolled during 1988 in nine pilot
projects geared toward increasing the
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number of ethnic and low-income stu-
dentswho attend college. Created in 1985
by Assembly Bill 2321 (Tanner), the
projects offer college preparatory core
curriculum courses that prepare students
for taking the Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT) and the American College Test
(ACT), field trips to neighboring univer-
sities, special tutorials for students, and
evening workshops for parents. The proj-
ects showed impressive results in 1988,
For example, in the Long Beach pro-
gram, one-half of the senior class took
the SAT and scored an average of 140
points higher than last year's senior class;
and in a San Francisco program, the num-
ber of students taking the SAT increased
by almost 100 percent.

The Department also initiated two re-
gional partnerships (in Long Beach and
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San Diego) in collaboration with school
districts, colleges and universities, and
the Intersegmental Coordinating Coun-
cil, whose mission is to improve coordi-
nation among the various segments of
kindergarten through grade sixteen edu-
cation in Califonia. These partnerships
established incremental targets for im-

The total ethnic
student population
now constitutes the

majority of public
school students.

proved college eligibility and college
graduation rates of underrepresented stu-
dents. Incorporating many of the effec-
tive practices of previous programs, the
partnerships are examples of the institu-
tional commitments and collaborative
agreements needed to make significant

progress.




PARTNERSHIPS

artnerships take on many shapes in

California’s educational reform

movement. Representatives from

schools, law enforcement and other

govemmentagencies, business, and
the community have joined together in a
variety of innovative programs to enhance
our schools. A few of these partnerships
are described here.

Middle Grade Reforms

Middle grade re.orm efforts are well
under way with the formation of the Cali-
foruia Regional Networks of Foundation
and Partnesship Schools, a project com-
mitted to state-of-the-art middle grade
education.

A total of 115 schools have made a
commitment to become state-of-thc-art

middle schools over the next three to five
years. They are working together to im-
plement the recommendations of the 1987
State Department of Education’s Middle
Grade Task Force report, Caught in the
Middle: Educational Reform for Young
Adolescents in California Public Schools.
The 105 partnership schools and ten foun-
dation schools, selected in a competitive
application process in 1987, are grouped
into ten networks with nine to 11 partner-
ship schools and one foundation school
per region. At the beginning of the proj-
ect, a three-day symposium with over
400 participants was held to organize the
networks and develop plans for the 1988-
89 school year. Major fundiag for the de-
velopment of the ten networks was re-
ceived from the Camegie Corporation
and the W. K. Kellogg Foundation.
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Parent Involvement Initiative

A critical component of effective
schooling is parentinvoivement. Research
has shown that students learn better if, in
addition to receiving a good instructional
program, they have the supportof parents
and other adults. In 1988 the Department
formed a Parent Involvement Steering
Committee to draw on the expertise of
nationally recognized researchers, Cali-
fornia educators, and PTA representa-
tives. The committee developed a parent
involvement initiative that includes a
statewide policy and a five-year plan of
action. The policy demonstrates the state’s
commitment to encouraging parental in-
volvement in education and points out
the link between that involvement and
student achievement.



School/Law Enforcement
Partnership

Providing safe campuses for students
is a vital concern that demands the coop-
eration of educators and law enforcement
personnel. Begun as part of an interagency
agreement and then authorized by legis-
lation in 1985, the School/Law Enforce-
ment Partnership was formed between
the State Department of Justice and the
State Department of Education. The part-
nership focuses on providing a safe, se-
cure, and peaceful environment in school
and encouraging students to attend school
regularly and be good citizens.

The partnership’s goals include keep-
ing more students in school and reducing
sehstzance and alcohol abuse. The part-
nership sponsored two annual regional

conferences and assisted school and law
enforcement and other agencies, through
a 120-member resource cadre, in improv-
ing attendance; reducing school violence,
vandalism, truancy, substance abuse, and
dropout rates; and encouraging good citi-
zenship. In addition, the partnership
funded the development and distribution
of a guide to assist local educational agen-
cies in developing safe school plans and
helped 25 schocl districts establish a peer
training program for middle grade stu-
dents to reduce school crime.
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You’ve Got the Power
Campaign

One of the greatest challenges in edu-
cation is to instill strong civic and ethical
values in students. Toward this end the
State Department of Education initiated a
partnership with the California Secretary
of State’s Office to launch a nonpartisan
voter education and registration aware-
ness campaign in California schools—
You’ve Got the Power: Register and Vote!

National statistics underscore how
most newly eligible high school students
feel about voting: Four out of five stu-
dents do not vote. The goal of the You’ve
Got the Power campaign was (0 begin
turning this de-rastating reality around in
Califcrnia. The Department set aside
specific weeks in the spring and fall of




"W hen vou grovw older,
vou need to have
so:neone close to vou.
The same is true for
children. I hey need us. 1
think, as much as we
need them.”

Fnida Rotman, age 72
Hancock Park Elementary School.
Los Angeles
Volunteer.
Intergenerational School Program

1988 for parents, teachers, and staff to
encourage students to understand the prin-
ciples of civic responsibility by talking
about democracy and registering to vote.

During the campaign approximately
50,000 high school students registered to
vote for the first time—twice as many as
had registered for the previous presiden-
tial election. Voter education and regis-
tration programs were initiated in hun-
dreds of California high schools, and
voter education was offered in many
middle and elementary schools. To
achieve it nbjectives, the campaign co-
ordinated the efforts of 38 cosponsors,
such as the League of Women Voters of
Califomnia and the California Parent
Teachers Association. The campaign was
publicized through news conferences, T-
shirts, posters, newsletters, a brochure

for teachers, appearances by young ce-
lebrities, and public service annource-
ments on television.

You Can Shape the Future
Program

The Department launched an intergen-
erational education program in 1988 to
recruit California senior citizens to assist
in educational reform efforts by becom-
ing classroom volunteers. The program,
You Can Shape the Future—Volunteer in
Our Schools! encourages older adults to
share their wisdom and knowledge with
students. The purpose of the campaign is
to (1) recruit qualified seniors to volun-
teer at their local schools; and (2) preparc
principals and teachers to employ the skills
of the volunteers.
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The school community is beginning to
look to older adults, with their lifetime of
experience and expertise, as important
resources for strengthening the state’s
educational program. Students thrive on
the individual attention provided by the
seniors, and seniors benefit from sharing
their experiences and remaining active,
contributing members of the community.
In addition, older volunteers can give
children individualized instruction and
attention, thereby allowing teachers more
teaching time.

Eleven California school districts
operated state-funded intergenerational
education pilot programs in 1988. In
addition, many districts without state
funding assistance successfully integrated
the services of older volunteers in their
school programs.
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DEVELOPMENT
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uality care for the estimated two
million California children who
need it is a crucial concern for the
State Department of Education. The
future physical, emotional, social,
and intellectual development of these
children depends on the state’s success in
ensuring that high-quality child care is
available.
The growing need for child care offers
a unique opportunity to provide a nurtur-
ing environment for millions of young
Catifornia children during their most for-
mative years. A growing body of evi-
dence demonstrates the importance of
early experiences that build on children’s
unique attributes and promote psycho-
logical and social well-being and school
achievement.

During 1988 the Department continued

to provide resources and services that
promote a safe and caring environment
for children being cared for outside the
home. Over $320 million was admin-
istered by the Department to provide ser-
vices to children and their families through
18 programs. Other activities included
the following:

* The Department published the report
of the School Readiness Task Force,
Here They Come: Ready or Not! The
task force recommended sweeping
changes in methods of teaching chil-
dren four through six years of age.
Recommendations included a call for
developmentally appropriate curricu-
lum and teaching practices; reduced
class size; staff training; a change in
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assessment methods; full-.lay options;
improved links between public school
programs and child care; parental in-
volvement; elimination of work sheets
and dittos; and an increased use of
manipulative materials, such as blocks,
paints, and objects to sort and count.

The Infant/Toddler Media Training
Project continued in its second year to
develop quality training materials for
infant/toudler caregivers through the
use of audiovisual technology. The
project developed four training videos
in three languages (English, Spanish,
and Chinese); four video magazines;
four curriculum guides; an annotated
guide of audiovisual training materi-
als; and a handbook outlining goals
for directors and caregivers in infant/




toddlerprograms. Pilot programs were
established with Child Action, Inc. (a
private, nonprofit children’s advocacy
organization), the Pomona Unified
School District, and the Office of the
Stanislaus County Superintendent of
Schools to test the effective use of
these materials.

Program quality review instruments
were developed for programs serving
school-aged latchkey children, teen-
aged parents, and infants and toddlers.

sandbox at nursery schic (.

“Most of what [ really need
to know abou! how 1o Iive.
and what to do. aird hiew to
be, I learned in kindergar-
ten. Wisdom was not at the
top of the graduate school
maountain, but there in the

Robert Fulghum
Author, All I Need to Know I Learned in
Kindergarten
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The existing program quality review
document for preschool programs was
also revised to make the compliance
yocess more equitable. In addition,
"rts continued to secure a perma-
‘it cost-of-living adjustment for child
.evelopment programs and expand
programs for latchkey children, pre-
school programs for four-year-olds,
and services to pregnant and parenting
teenagers to enable them to graduate
from high school.



BILINGUAL
EDUCATION

Imost one in four California public

school students comes from ahome

in which a language other than

English is spoken, with mos: of the

students being enrolled in the early
clementary grades. The number of lim-
ited-English-proficient (LEP) students in
public schools in 1988 was approximately
652,000, an increase of 6 percent over
1987.

Helping all children to communicate
and eventally to learn in English is a
major challenge facing educators. The
State Department of Education contin-
ued to address the increasingly important
task of ensuring that LEP students are
provided with educationai programs that
meet their unique needs.

Sunset Legislation

During 1988 the Department focused
on helping school districts adjust to the
“sunsetting” of the Bilingual Education
Act while it worked to reinstate and im-
prove the Act. The sunset legislation did
require that the general purpose and in-
tent of the Act be continued. As a result,
school districts are still obligated to pro-
vide instructional services in English
language development and the core cur-
riculum,

Technical Assistance

The Department was also instrumen-
tal in providing school districts with tech-
nical assistance in obtaining federa! bi-
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lingual education funds. In 1987-88 dis-
tricts received approximately $25.5 mil-
lion in Title VII grants for improvement
of instruction. Of this amtant $3.3 mil-
lion was allocated for new grants and
$22.2 million for continuation or renewal
grants. California received approximately
one-third of the nationally allocated funds.

New Publications

In 1988 the Department published the
Pilipino/English edition of the Handbook
on California Education for Language
Minority Parents. And in collaboration
with the Office of the Los Angeles County
Superintendent of Schools, the Folsom-
Cordova Unified School District, and the




Enroliment of Limited-English-
Proficient Students, Kindergarten
Through Grade Twelve, by

Language Group, 1988

Multifunctional Resource Center (South)
in San Diego, the Department helped to
develop other documents: Lef's Learn
Cambodian (Volume 3); English-Khmer
Bilingual Glossary of School Terminol-
ogy; Handbook for Teaching Hmong-
Speaking Students; English-Hmong Bi-
lingual Glossary of School Terminology;
Introduction to Indochirese Cultures; The
Indochinese and Their Cultures; and the
English Bilingual Glossary of School
Terminology.

The Department and the Superinten-
dentof Public Instruction’s Asian-Pacific
Islander Task Force also began work ona

review of Asian-Pacific Island literature
and on a position paper to guide Depart-
ment policy regarding the schooling of
Asian-Pacific Island-language students.

Immigration Reform and
Control Act

California has the largest number of
eligible legal aliens (ELAs) in the nation.
More than 1.3 million EL As have regis-
tered to become legal residents in Cali-
fornia under the Immigration Reform and
Control Act IRCA) of 1986, which gives
undocumented aliens an opportunity to
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attain legal status and the right to remain
and work in the United States. The State
Department of Education worked in 1988
to expand educational opportunities and
services to help these aliens secure the
education and training they need to real-
ize their full potential as U.S. citizens.
Instruction in English as a second lan-
guage and courses on citizenship educa-
tion are priority educational needs for
ELAs. A total of $351 million in federal
funds has been allocated to California to
funa TRCA-related education programs
over the next five years.




MIGRANT
EDUCATION

igrant education provides supple-

mentary instruction to 135,000

Califcenia students whose educa-

tion ts frequently interrupted be-

cause their families relocate to seek
agricultural work. Historically, migrant
students have had limited acagiemic suc-
cess and are more likely than any other
group in California to drop out of school.
The State Department of Education is
working to alleviate some of the prob-
lems associated with moving from school
to school.

Approximately $§. million was allo-
cated to migrant education to provide
supplemental instruction. Funding was
distributed for day care, instruction,
health, identification and recruitment,
pacent participation, administration, and
staff development. Some of these funds
have been awarded to migrant programs
for assessment. The programs, designed

10 meet critical migrant educ. tion needs,
deal with language acquis**.on, elemen-
tary counseling, extended-day schooling,
educational technology, parent and staff
training, work-study skills development,
and high school graduation.

During 1988 the State Department of
Education, in cooperation with I8 regional
migrant education offices, developed
strategies to assist schools in improving
their programs, Resource centers, estab-
lished in conjunction with each regional
office, provided in-service training pro-
grams and information regarding suc-
cessful California migrant programs.
Summer programs extended the migrant
students’ learning process through out-
door education, home tutoring, leader-
ship training, and the use of individual-
ized learning packets.

Parent involvement in migrant educa-
tion is also critical. Regional parental ad-
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visory councils make recommendations
on program evaluation, selection and as-
signment of staff, and goals and objec-
tives for local migrant education pro-
grams,

More than 30 migrant parents served
on a parental advisory committee that
provides guidance to the State Depart-
ment of Education. In 1988 this group
cond -* an annual parental training
conterence, which included classes and
workshops on helping migrant parents
understand migrant education programs
and services. Training was provided to
encourage parents to become involved in
their children’s education.

All migrant programs also include a
significant health component. Over
60,000 children wer. screened in 1988
for dental and medical ;~.blems. Those
students with health problems were given
help with transportation, counseling, and
financial matters.




CAREER:
VOCATIONAL
* EDUCATION

ramatic changes in technology, the

job market, and demographics

demand that all students be helped

to build a strong academic founda-

tion as the twenty-first century
approaches. Toward this end career—vo-
cational education must be joined in part-
nership with academic instructionto pro-
vide a student’s total educational experi-
ence.

The mission of career—vocational edu-
cation is to ensure that students can start
and advance in a chosen career. They
must participate in quality programs that
reinforce the core curriculum and are well
planned, coordinated, and articulated and
are sequential at all levels.

The following major events related to
career—vocational education occurred
durii > 1988:

» The model career-vocational educa-
tion curriculum standards and frame-
works, developed with assistance from

over 2,000 educators and representa-
tives from business and industry, were
tested, refined, and approved. They

34

~

are being implemented in a large num-
ber of California schoots.

Part I (Policy Directions) of the new
California Planfor Career-Vocation-
al Education was developed coopera-
tively by the Department and the Chan-
cellor’s Office, CaliforniaCommunity
Colleges, with assistance from inter-
ested public and private organizations
and entities. Policy Directions will be
published in 1989.

Special efforts are under way to make
the policy directions an integral part
of the curriculum for the California
State Leadership Academy, which
trains school administrators.

A process for the voluntary certifica-
tion of career-vocational education
programs is being developed. It will




be based on the successful implemen-
tation of the career-vocational educa-
tion quality criteria and model cur-
riculum standards and frameworks.
Once the process is in place, a state-
wide quality indicator will be consid-
ered to measure an increase in the
number of certified programs.

The continued planning, development,
testing, and implementation of 24 cur-
riculum-based 2+2 types of programs
(two years of high school plus two
years of community college for a total

Over 14,400 local
educational and business
and industry personnel
participated in in-service
training activities dealing
with career-vocational
education.

of four years of education and train-
ing) and 2+2+2 programs (same as
2+2 but with the addition of two years
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of college for a total of six years and
leading to a degree) were pilot-tested
in projects funded jointly with the
Chancellor’s Office, California Com-
munity Colleges.

Over 14,400 local educational and
business and industry personnel par-
ticipated in in-service training activi-
ties dealing with all aspects of the new
directions for career-vocationa! edu-
cation and the upgrading of educa-
tional, professional, and technologi-
cal skills.



UCATION

n 1988 the State Department of Edu-

cation made further progress toward

its goal of educating California’s grow-

ing population of students with excep-

tional needs so that the students will
have opportunities to become productive
members of society when they complete
schorl,

Since the implementation of the Cali-
fornia Master Plan for Special Educa-
tion in 1975, public schools and parents
of students with special needs have been
encouraged to see that each child’s edu-
cation should be based on that child's
needs rather than on a disabil.ty. Califor-
nia has continued to emphasize that goal
while emphasizing the importance of
providing handicapped students with
social and academic opportunities for
interaction with nonhandicapped peers.

The State Advisory Commission on
Special Education and the State Board of
Education updated the master plan in
1986 to ensure a continuing relationship
between regular and special education
programs, All state and local educational
agency plans now emphasize providing a
quality education appropriate to a stu-
dent’s needs while ensuring instruction
in the core curriculum. In addition, in
1988 a statewide evaluation process was
developed to assist in planning Califor-
nia’s future special education needs.

Infant and Preschool
Education

California’s infant and preschool pro-
grams provide special educatien and re-
lated services to youngsters with excep-
tional needs until the children are five
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years old. Major initiatives were recently
enacted to ensure early intervention for
handicapped children. One initiative was
the state’s participation in the new fed-
eral handicapped infant/toddler program,
which addresses the special education
needs and other related needs of these
children through an interagency approach.
In addition, state legislaiion allowed Cali-
fornia to participate in a federal program,
authorized by Public Law 99-457, which
provided $30 million for 1988-89 to ap-
proximately 5,200 more preschoolers with
special education needs.

As a result of this legislation, during
1987-88 the Department allocated $20
million in federal funds through more
than 500 federal grants; provided techni-
cal assistance to 77 infant programs and
149 new preschool programs; and re-




“I see the effect of special
education on my own
children. I see it improving
and strengthening them as
they become part of the
community. I see it making
them want to take part.”

Ann Kinkor, Vice-Chairperson
California State Advisory Commission on
Special Education

viewed and approved 109 local plans.
Between 1982 and 1987 the number of
infants enrolled in these programs in-
creased 126 percent to a total of 4,363.

Awareness Training Program

The Awareness Training Program,
designed to make nonhandicapped stu-
dents aware of the needs and abilities of
the disabled, was funded by the Califor-
nia Legislature in 1987-88 so that the dis-
semination of materials and training de-
veloped in the pilot program (1984
through 1987) could be continued. Five
pilot projects have reached over 50,000
students. Many teachers have incorpo-
rated information on the disabled into the
regular curriculum.

Blind and Deaf Students

The Department has been working to
improve programs and services to meet
the needs of students who have low-inci-
dence disabilities, chiefly blindness and
deafness. The Department has already
published program guidelines for the
hearing impaired, the severely orthopedi-
cally impaired, and the visually impaired
and will publish program guidelines for
deaf-blind individuals. Several other
states are using California’s guidelines as
models.

In addition, the California Deaf-Blind
Project provided training, technical as-
sistance, and resources to educational per-
sonnel, care providers, families, and oth-
ers who work with individuals who have
multisensory disabilities. The services fa-
cilitate maximum participation for stu-
dents in educational, community, and
vocational environments.
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Transition Partnership
Program

The Department of Education has
joined with the Department of Rehabili-
tation in a unique program to bridge the
gap between special education and reha-
bilitation services for students. The pro-
gram involves a comprehensive services
agreement to permit schools to establish
a Transition Partnership Program with
their local rehabilitation offices. The
schools and rehabilitation offices receive
federal funds for staff positions, student
employment, training, curriculum mate-
rials, and adaptive employment devices.
To make their services accessible to stu-
dents, rehabilitation counselors hold of-
fice hours at the high schools.



- DROPOUT PREVENTION

ore rigorous courses and increased
academic demands have not, as
some had feared, pushed more stu-
dents out of California schools. The
estimated three-year-average drop-
out rate of 22 percent reported in 1986-87
indicated improvement over the 26 per-
cent reported in 1985-86. Nevertheless,
the state’s annual student dropout rate is
too high and must be reduced. The educa-
tional community must take the lead in
helping students realize w:at once they
drop out of school, they are at a great
disadvantage. The Committee for Eco-
nomic Development, a group of national
business leaders and educators, recently
estimated that over a lifetime each year’s
group of high school dropouts costs the
nation more than $240 billion in lost earn-
ings and foregone taxes—and more still

in expenditures for welfare and crime
control.

National statistics highlight the high
price society has to pay for the dropout
problem. For example, only two years
after leaving school, dropouts are:

* More than three times as likely as
graduates to be unemployed

¢ More than four times as likely to have
been in trouble with the law

* If female, more than nine times as
likely as graduates to be on welfare

« If female, married or not, six times as
likely as graduates to have given birth

Motivation and Maintenance

The School-Based Pupil Motivation
and Maintenance Program and Dropout
Recovery Act of 1985 directed the State
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Department of Education to begin a pro-
gram to reduce the dropout rate in 200
California schools: 50 high schools, S0
middle schools, and 100 eclementary
schools. The program involves imple-
menting a schoolwide plan to coordinate
resources to motivate students to finish
school. Each school has a local council
that prepares a dropout prevention plan; a
student study team to assist at-risk stu-
dents in gaining motivation to stay in
school; and an outreach consultant who
works with at-risk students to help pre-
vent them from dropping out.

Fifty school districts operate alterna-
tive education work centers (AEWCs).
These centers offer reentry programs for
students who have dropped out of school.
AEWCs combine classroom instruction
with on-the-job training.




“Basically, we think every
kid can graduate. Qur
phitosophy is simple. Do a
lot of prevention. Don't
deal with everything on a
crisis basis. Figure out
what the problem is
beforehand and figure out
a strategy to solve it.”’
Reuben Trinidad, Principal

William C. Overfelt High School, San Jose
Distinguished School for 1988

Ninety-four grants have been awarded
to school districts to disseminate infor-
mation on successful dropout prevention
programs. Ten educational clinics have
continued to provide basic skill remedia-
tion to students aged fourteen through
nineteen who have left school. Four are
operated privately, and six are operated
by school districts. The clinics return a
large percentage of their students to regu-
lar educational programs.

The California Compact

The Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion and numerous California business
leaders signed the California Compact,
1988—a major partnership the Depart-
ment launched to improve student
achievement through business and com-
munity involvement and incentives. The
partnership commits the state’s business

and educational community to teaching
students about the importance of com-
pleting school and preparing them for
jobs and lifelong learning.

As part of the compact, involved busi-
nesses pledge to guarantee o California
high s thool graduates priority hiring status
for })bs or financial assistance for
postsecondary education. In this way the
business community can provide crucial
incentives and guidance to assist stu-
dents—particularly those students who
are at risk of failing to complete course-
work—in meeting increased job demands.

The agreement, modeled loosely after
the highly successful Boston Compact,
grew out of research which indicates that
the nation’s work force must have more
technical skills than were needed in the
past if it is to remain competitive.
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Partnership Academies

The partnership academies’ school-
within-a-school job training effort, which
serves students who are at risk of drop-
ping out of school, provides academic
preparation and technical training for fu-
ture employment in such fields as elec-
tronics, computers, and health. The pro-
gram has been hailed by many as a partial
solution to California’s dropout problem.
It has received national recognition and
has been replicated in 16 California sites
since its inception in the Sequoia Union
High School District in 1981,

The program requires the joint partici-
pation of business, government, labor, the
community, and educational organiza-
tions. The training it provides to students
meets the needs of business and ~nsures
that at-risk students have marketable sxills
when they graduate from high school.
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SUHOOL,

FACILITIES

roviding adequate school facilities

continues to be a top priority for

California. Enrcllment in the state’s

public schools will grow by abeut

150,000 children each year through
1996 because of increased birth and
immigration rates. An estimated $1.8
billion will be needed per year until at
least 1993 to house this burgeoning school
population. Proposition 79, approved by
California voters in November, 1988,
does provide $800 million for school fa-
cilities. However, with requests from
school districts for state aid for building
school facilities amounting to $4 billion,
the Proposition 79 funds will be fully ex-
pended by the spring, 1990.

In addition to building new schools,
school districts will have to consider al-
ternatives to new construction, such as
maximum utilization of existing facili-

ties, year-round education programs, use
of portable classrooms, joint-use projects
with community entities, and private-
sector support.

Schools for 21st
Century Project

The Schools for the 21st Century Proj-
ect, which addresses the need to be for-
ward-looking in planning for and design-
ing schools, was launched in 1988. This
program will draw on the expertise of
leaders in industry and education and will
develop a model for school districts to
use as they examine key elements in de-
signing schools of the future. Among these
elements are computers and other inno-
vative technologica! equipment, teaching
methods, flexibility in architectural de-
sign, energy conservation, and enhanced
community use of school facilities.
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School Facilities
Advisory Committee

The Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion formed a School Facilities Advisory
Committee in 1988 to advise him on the
statewide impact of major schoo! facili-
ties policy issues and 10 propose how the
Department should direct its school fa-
cilities resources and efforts. The com-
mittee is composed of school district
superintendents, assistant superinten-
dents, school board members, and com-
munity representatives.

Year-round Schools

In this period of increasing enroll-
ments, year-round education programs ar=
being looked at by many school districts,
particularly those with large urban



schools, asa means to relieve school over-
crowding and postpone or avoid new
school construction. These programs can
also have a positive impact on academic
achievement. In 1988 the State Depart-
ment of Education responded to this in-
creased interest by bolstering services
whict iable schools to consider the
option of year-round education.

To inform school districts about the
growing number of year-round education
programs in California, the Department
issued a directory Jf school districts with
year-round edncation programs. The
document describes the state’s existing
year-round programs in detail.
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In addition, groundwork was laid dur-
ing 1988 for the startu,, early in 1989 of
the Superintendent of Public Instruction’s
Year-round Education Resource Com-
mittee. The committee’s chief task is to
develop legislation to facilitate year-round
education programs in California.



FINANCIAL

he year 1988 proved 1o be extremely
significant for school funding in
California. The state’s voters ap-
proved Proposition 98, the Class-
room Instruction Improvement and
Accountability Act, designed toprovide a
stable funding base for schools. With the
help of this initiative, it is hoped that
school funding will finally be removed
from the political arena and that schools
will receive adequate funds to keep even
with inflation and enrollment growth.

Proposition 98

Proposition 98 contains three basic
provisions regarding funding for kinder-
garten through grade fourteen. First and
foremost, it stops the erosion of funding
for schools that has occurred over the past
several years by mandating that schools
and community colleges receive a fair

share of new state funds. Schools and
colleges mustreceive the greater of either
(1) the same percentage share of the gen-
eral fund revenues appropriated for kin-
dergz >n through grade fourteen educa-
tion in 1986-87; or (2) the prior-year total,
adjusted for growth and cost-of-living
increases.

Second, Proposition 98 requires that if
the state receives funds in excess of the
state appropriations limit as it is defined
under Article XIIIB of the CalifomiaCon-
stitution, kindergarten through grade
fourteen education will receive up toa 4
percent increase from those funds. How-
ever, the additional funds must be used
only for instructional improvement. The
third provision of Proposition 98 calls for
an annual School Accountability Report
Card to be issued by each school, which is
discussed on page 2 of this report.
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The intent of Proposition 98 is clear.
However, problems conceming terminol-
ogy and technical issues related to the
proposition must still be resolved. Legis-
lation isbeing introduced to address those
problems.

State Budget for 1988-89

The state budget for 1988-89 includes
$35.9 billion in general fund expendi-
tures, with about $13.4 billion or 37.3
percent earmarked for kindergarten
through grade twelve. In comparison with
funding in 1987-88, general fund spend-
ing for schools will increase by approxi-
mately $859 million or 6.9 percent in
1988-89, and local property tax revenues
for kindergarten through grade twelve
will increase by $283 million. Total state
and local funding of $17.5 billion will
reflect an increase of approximately $1.1



Estimated Expenditures for Education in California, by Revenue Source, 1988-89

'Y
State General Fund 67.7%

other revenues 7.7% | Lottery 3.9%

billion or 7 percent more than in the pre-
vious year. Asaresult of voter approval of
Proposition 98, funding for kindergarten
throughgradefourteen should increase by
$150 million to $200 million in 1988-89.

Among the major items provided for
the public schools in the 1988-89 Budge:

Act are the following:
Item Amount (in millions)
Cost-of-living adjustments $6324
Enrollment growth 289.6
Special education programs 64.2
Other program increases 104.9
Contributions to State Teachers’

Retirement System 509

In addition to receiving revenues from
the state general fund and local property
taxes, schoolsreceive revenues from such
sources as the California State Lottery.
Approved by the voters in 1984, the lot-

tery distributes at least 34 percent of its
revenues for all levels of public educa-
tion. In 1987-88 kindergarten through
grade twelve education programsreceived
$651 million in lottery revenues or $41
per student. A total of $763 million is
anticipated for 1988-89.

Lottery funds are available to local
educational agencies touse at their discre-
tion within the broad guidelines contained
in the law. The law requires that funds be
used “exclusively for the education of
pupils and students and [that] no funds
shall be spent for acquisition of real prop-
erty, construction of facilities, financing
of research, or any other noninstructional
purpose.” Although lottery revenues have
sometimes allowed districts to enhance
their current educational programs, those
revenues amount to only 3.9 percent of
total funding for kindergarten through
grade twelve.Revenues received from the
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federal government ‘or federally supported
programs and revenues from other sources
willaccount for an additional $1.5 billion.
(See the figure above which describes the
sources of funds supporting public educa-
tion in California.)

From 1983-84 through 1986-87 edu-
cation programs forkindergarten through
grade twelve received substantial increases
inreal dollars per pupil,and schoolsbegan
to make up for the many previous years of
insufficient funding. With the 1987-88
budget, however, the revenue available
for each pupil decreased when adjusted
for inflation.

As shown in the table on the lower half
of page 46, per pupil expenditures im-
provedsignificantly from 1983-84 through
1985-86 and slightly in 1986-87. In 1987-
88, however, per pupil purchasing power
declined for the first time since 1982-83,
falling $46 per pupil. In 1988-89 per pupil




California Falls Behind in Pupi! Support

income continues to decline, resulting in
afurther reduction in purchasir. g power of
$11 per pupil.

The table at the top of the next page
displays the new funds anticipated for
kindergarten through grade twelve edu-
cation over the next four years, given
current estimates of state revenues, and
the increased level of funding needed to
maintain current programs aftex adjust-
ments forinflation. The yearsin which the
projected funding isabove thelevel needed
to maintain the base program are those
years in which funds in excess of the
state’s appropriation limit are anticipated.
In the year before the passage of Proposi-
tion 98, support for kindergarten through
grade twelveeducation fel! far short of the
level of new funds needed to offset infla-
tion andenrollment growth. Andif Propo-
sition 98 had not passed, a similar short-
fall would have occurred in 1988-89.

California and the Nation

Much has been made of the $1,268
increase in California’s per pupil expen-
diturs between 1982-83 and 1987-88. In
fact, California’s expenditures did not
increase appreciably more than the na-
tional average through 1987-88 and are
projected to fall slightly below the aver-
age in 1988-89. (See the figure above.) In
addition, other states have made signifi-
cantly greaterinvestmentsin theirschools.
For example, between 1982-83 and 1987-
88 Connecticut increased per pupil ex-
penditures by $2,551; New Jersey, by
$2,482; and New York, by $2,415. (See
the table at the top of page 47.)

California does not spend enough to
provide the scope and quality of educa-
tional services available in states that, on
the basis of per pupil expenditures, rank in
the top 25 percent nationwide. As dis-

played in the chart on the lower portion of
page 47, California is slipping further
behind other major industrial states in its
investment. In 1982-83 California spent
at least $467 per pupil below the top 25
percent of states, including New York,
New Jerscy, Connecticut, Massachusetts,
and Pennsylvania, whichhave economies
asdiverse andcomplex as California’s. In
1988-89 California will spend an esti-
mated $751 perpupil less than the amounts
spent in those other states and $207 less
than the national average.

The approval of Proposition 98 should
bring an end to the erosion in funding for
education and will ensure, at a minimum,
money for enrollment growth and cost-
of-living increases. In addition, it is an-
ticipated that Proposition 98 will in the
long run provide the financial support
needed to sustain and expand the educa-
tion reform efforts initiated in 1983,
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California’s Expenditures per Unit of Average
Daily Attendance Shown in 1977-78 Dollars, K-12

Expenditures Expenditures Differsnces from
per a.da. pera.d.a. pravious funds,
Flscal in 1977-78 dollars,  in 1977-78 dollars, including

with lottery funds*  without lottery funds lottery funds

1978—79

1982-83 3,085 T 175

1984-85 3,436
1986-87 3,777 3,677
1988-89 3,720 3,559

Note: The expenditures per unit of a.d.a. for  * Derived from Table 4-2 in tne Governor's
kindergarten through grade twelve education  Budger Summary, 1989-90 (p. 38). Adjusted
shown here represent the definitionusedin  for the change in the implicit price deflator for
the Governor's Budget Suniiiwiry under state and local government purchases of goods
“State/Local Government Partnership” and and services.

will differ from per pupil expenditure figures

shown in the figures on the next page.
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Increases in per Pupil Expenditures in Selected
States, 1982-83 and 1987-88

State 1982-83 1987-88 Change

New Jersey 4,428 6,910 2,482

Pennsylvania 3.385 5,063 1,678

National Average 2,978 4,241 1,263

Expenditures per Pupil Compared with
Those in Top 25 Percent of Other State.

1982-83 1963-84 1968485 1985-08 1966-87 1967-38 1900-89°

Californiat 2,918

(Ranked24) g5 20

(Ranked 24)

* Estimated
t Cakforniafigures have

been adjusted upward to

account for excused

absences and make the

fairest possble

comparison.
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“Vducation gives voung
people the freedom to
mauhe cloices aboui Herr
future, an appreciation
Jor the freedom
democracy affords thesm.
and the freedom to
participate fully in
our sociels’

State Superintendent
of Public Instruction
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ABSTRACT

This report, submitted to the 71st Texas Legislature
in fulfillment of the mandates contained in House Concurrent
Resolution 84, summarizes a study of the feasibility of an 8-year
cycle for the adoption of certain textbooss and considers the
feasibility of contracting with textbook pvblishers on a freight
prepaid basis. First, 6-year versus B-year textbook adoption cycle is
discussed in te—ms of essential elements, and curriculum, as well as
pedagogical, equity and cost considerations. The State Board of
Education recommended that the 6-year textbook adoption cycle be
maintained in order to guarantee up-to-date textbooks. Th2 second
section discusses prepaid freight in terms of ordering, shipping, and
distributing textbooks. The depository system is also discussed with
relation to impact on publishers, school districts, and state. First,
the maintenance of the present depository system was recommended and
the second recommendation was that the board not be required to
contract with textbook publishers on a freight prepaid basis. Nine
pages of attachments/illustrations are appended. (SI)
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December 1988

TO: The Honorable William P. Clements Jr., Governor of Texas
The Honorable William P. Hobby, Lieutenant Governor of Texas
The Honorable Gibson D. Lewis, Speaker of the House
Members of the Seventy-First Legislature

House Concurrent Resolution 84, Seventieth Legislature, directed the
State Board of Education to report to the Seventy-First Legislature on
the feasibility of an eight-year textbook cycle for the adoption of
certain textbooks and the feasibility of contracting with textbook
publishers on a freight prepaid basis. The board was to consider all
reasonable means of reducing costs in these areas without compromising
the quality of services. The attached report presents the board’s
findings and recommendations in response to this resolution.

The appointed State Board of Education devoted a significant amount of
time to the review of all aspects of the textbook adoption process. For
example, board rules have been revised and operations changed to improve
the entire system. As a result, we leave office with higher quality
textbooks available for use by the students of Texas. Even so, we
recognize that further improvements in the quality of books must be made
if Texas children are to be prepared to live and work in the future Texas
econony .

In this context, the
continue to be adopted on a six-year cycle.
textbooks be used for a maximum of six years.

board strongly recommends that all textbooks
House Bill 72 mandated that
With the current knowledge

explosion, textbooks simply must continue to be updated at least every
six years. Texas will not be able to compete in the international
marketplace unless students have access to current instructional
materials, Changing to an eight-year cycle for certain books would

derail the drive for excellence in Texas public education.

Similarly, the board recommends that the current depository system be
maintained and that textbooks not be purchased on a freight prepaid
basis. The system 1is now operating efficiently and effectively.
Contracting for bocks on a freight prepaid basis would impose undue
burdens on local school districts, both in terms of additional costs and
paperwork. These would outweigh any poussible savings to the state.

Although changes in these areas are not recommended, the board does
recommend other statutory changes to improve the quality of the textbook
system. In particular, an increase in the numher of persons on the state
textbook committee would ensure a higher level of expertise. If this,
and other recommended changes in the textbook system are enacted, we
believe that Texas students will have equitable access to the high
quality materials which they need, and the citizens of Texas expect.

Respectfully submitted,

7

Jon Brumley, Chairman iii
State Board of Education
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