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Cver the past 20 years, the haricopa County Com:iunity

College Distract (MCCCD) has undergone a substantial shift in the
number cof credit hours for whach its students enroll. In 1969, the
percentage of students who enrolled for three credit hours > less
was 27%, and they generated 6% of the full-time student equivalent
(FTSE) enrollment. At that time, students who enrolled for 12 credit
hours or more represented almost 40% of the headcount and more than
65% of the FTSE. By the fall of 1987, 47% of MCCCD's students
enrolled for three credit nours or less, and they generated :lmost
20% of the FTSE. Only 18.5% of the students took 12 credit hours o.
more, generating less than 42% of the FTSE. Nationwaide, approxamately
70% of communlity college students enrolled in 1970 attended full
time, while an 1987, 33% were full-time students. The main
amplications of the growing percentage of students attending
part-time are the effect on funding, withain the framework of a
formula that assumes students attend full time, and the length of
time needed by a part-time student to obtain an associate degree.
Given demographic trends and MCCCD's efforts to accommodate adult
students, i1t 1s likely that this trend toward part—time enrollments
w1ll continue. lables showing credit hour distributions are appended.

(JMC)

KXKXKXKXKKRKKR KRR KRR RAF KRR KRR R R KRR AR R R R AR R AR AR R AR R KRR R AR R R RRR KRR RRRARRRRARRRRARRARKRRK K

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

x

from the original document. *

KEXKKXRKAKRRKF KA R KRR AR R AR KRR R KRR R R R AR R KRR KRR KRR R TKRRRARRA N RRRR KRR KRR RARRARRRRRRR KRR




ple a0 7717

=7,

ED307918

CHANGES IN CREDIT EOUR DISTRIBUTION

Alfredo G. de los Santos, Jr.

Maricopa Community College District

January 23, 1989

Prepared for distribution at a meeting of the Presidente Council of the
Maricopa County Community Colleg~ District (Phoer.x, AZ, Januzry 25, 1989).

U S DEPARTMENT OF ENUCATION
O 2 of Educ abional Pesearch and impravement

PERMISSION TO R-PRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS SEEN GRANTCD BY e,
CENTER(ERIC)

Tris docum=nt has beer eprduced as

A. . de 1los dautos
- received trom the person Cor organ Zation

ongn ating it
Mi10f s hanges bave been made t improve

reproduction quatity

® Points Htview Gropimons stateg in this docu
ment do not necessatly represent oth.al

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESCURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ER'C) " 23 OFRI poshan or pokcy

w

C

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



- 111-A. ‘
Presidents Council
January 25, 1989

MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

MEMORANDUM

DATE: January 23, 1989

T0: Executive Group

FROM: Alfredo G. de los Santos Jr.

SUBJECT: CHANGES IN CREDIT HOUR [ISTRIBUT1ON

Atlached for your review is information about the changing pattern of
the number of credit hours for which our students enroll.

As you can see in the summary report, the percentage of students who
enrolled for three credit hours or less in 1969 was 20% and they.
generated 6% of the FTSE. At that time, the number of students who
enrolled for 12 credit hours or more represented almost 40% of the
headcount and they generated more than 65% of the FTSE.

By the fall of 198/, the number of students who enrolled for three
credit hours or less was 47% and they generated almost 20% of the
PISE, while the number of students who took 12 credit hours or more
dropped to 18.5%, and the percentage of FTSE they generated was less
than 42%.

I hope that this information is useful to you.

Muchas gracias.

ASd1S/pb S
Attachments

REST COPY AVAILABLE
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SUMMARY
CHANGES IN CREDIT HOUR DISTRIBUTION

1969 TO 1987

Fall 1969 Fall 1979 fall 1987
% % i % % | % %
# Hours Student. FTSE | Students FTSE | Students FTSE
| |
1-3 20.0 6.0 | 31.3 11.4 | 47.1 19.6
4-6 23.8 13.7 | 26.7 19.7 | 21.0 18.8
7-11 16.3 14.9 | 18.0 21.7 | 13.4 19.7
12+ 39.9 65.4 | 24.0 £7.2 | 18.5 41.9

To read chart: 1In Fall 1769 20.0% of all (headcount) students
took between 1-3 credit hours. Their enrollment represented
6.0 of all the credit hours taken or 6.0% of total FTEE.

The chart above shows the percentage of students within the
Maricopa Community Colleges by the number of credit hours they
have taken. Second, it shows the percentage of FTSE that each
group contributed tc total FTSE.

The greatest changes in the number of hours taken is in the 1-3
range and the 12+ range:

1 -- In 1969 one-fifth of the students took 3 or fewer hours;
by 1979 <this had risen to just under 2 third of the
students; and Dby 1987 nearly half of the students took
1-3 hours. In 1969 the credit hours taken by the 1-3
group represented only 6% of total FTSE; it had risen
to just over 10% by 1979; and rose again to nearly 20%
of FTSE by 1987.

2 -- For those students taking 12 or more hours the
comparisons are: In 1969 roughly 40%, or two out of
five students fell in this group; and in 1979 about one
out of four students took 12+ hours. Compare this to
less than one of five students, or 18.5%, in 1987. The
percentage of FTSE generated by full-time students was
65% in 1969, fell to just under half by 1979, and fell
again to just over 40% by 1987.

To put these figures in a national context, in 1970
roughly 52% of community college students attended
full-time, while in 1987 33% attended full-time. Arizona
has had a much larger percentage of its population
(particularly its adult population) atterd colleges.
This is reflected in the fact that Maricopa’s part-time
percentages have always been much higher than the
national averages: 60% pari-time in Maricopa compared
to 48% part-time natiomnally in 19€9-1970, and 82%
part-time in Maricopa to 67% part-time naticnally in
1987.




HSC014SDUAL14: | SANTOS. OA]DEL016555 LIS 17-JAN-1989 14 02 Page 3
-E“vv";‘wv‘-~—-—'--—-- [ - s~ ——— . P R e St - L

The two most sfgnificant implications of the growing percentage
of students who attend part-time are funding and graduation
rates.

1 -- Funding: Only 5% of all students district-wide take 15
or more hours a semester. This means that 95% of the
students are doing something other than what our
funding structure assures they are doing.

2 -- Graduation Rates: In Fall 1987 2.6% of the students
took 16 or more hours a semester. Since all of
Maricopa’s AA and AAS degrees require a minimum of 64
hours, a student would have to take an average of 16
hours f.- four semesters to graduate 1in two years.
There are simply very small percentages of students
teking enough hours in any given term that would allow
them to graduate within two years.

It is likely that this trend -- an increasinjly smaller
percentage of full-time students -- will continue. The first
reason is the demographic - nges in the age of the population.
The second 1is the work ! .copa has done to acconmodate adult’

students.
1 -- The next chart presents data from the 1985 Special
Census of Maricopa County.
1982 - 33,134 1989 -~ 26,402 1996 - 25,436
1983 - 31,801 1990 - 24,825 1967 - 26,935
1984 - 28,251 1991 - 24,024 1998 - 29,875
1985 - 27,522 1992 - 23,866 1999 - 28,531
1986 - 25,700 1993 - 25,013 2000 - 28,849
1987 - 26,479 1994 - 24,377 2001 - 28,951
1988 - 27,944 1995 - 24,437 2002 - 27,639

2003 - 28,864

The figures are the total number of 18 year olds there
would be 1in the population for each fall semester from
1982 to 2003. There are several interesting things to
notice. First, the population of 18 year olds is NEVER
as large as it was in 1982 and 1983. Second, notice the
"baby bust" years. There is "early baby bust" from 1986
to 1989, "very low baby bust" from 1990 to 1995, and
"coming out of baby bust” from 1996 to 1997. From 1998
to 20J3 there are higher numbers of 18 year olds, but
never again as high as the 1982-1983 period. Since
Phoenix experiences very high rates of in-migration, the
pcpulation of 0 to 18 year olds will also grow. Ten
years from row, the potential number of 18 year olds is
likely to be higher than reflected 1in the figures
presented here. However, the percentage of people aged
18-2¢ (from which full-time students are diproportion-
ately drawn) will be smaller compared to the total
adult population resulting in smaller percentages of
full-time students.

2 -- Maricopa has made a serious effort to accommodate its
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adult students by extending hours, running short-term

and open-entry open-exit courses, a Ccollege without
walls, and many other efforts. AC adults find they can
attend, more will do so.

In _ummary, the percentage of students taking 1-3 hours
(generally one clas.) has risen from 20% in 19549 to just under
half of all students by 1987. Those enrollec full-time have

dropped from nearly 40% in 1969 to under 20% in 1987. while
full-time students took 65% of the course work (FTSE) 1in 1969,

today they take just over 40%. The most significant
impli.airions of this is for funding -- 95% of the students do
not meet the assumptions of our funding structure; and

graduation rates. Very small (2.6%) percentages of students
take enough courses to allow them to graduate in two years.
These trends are likely to continue, since a smaller rercentage
of total population will be 1in the traditional college age
group in the future.

@p)
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. A TR FERCENTAGES FOR EACII CREDIT HOUR BY COLLEGE BY OISTRICT

CRD HRS CGCCC GCC GWCC MCC PC pPvCcCC RsCC scZ SMCC Disi

.030612 0 0.062547 N.000625 0.000164 ) 0.003807 6,006779 0 u.004281
L129430 0.083154 0,157622 0.031397 0.053569 0. 10446¢ 0. 10h026 0,066030 N.083836 0.074056
137486 0,090 148 0.191333 0.U60630 0.067208 0. 103147 0.072105 0.063801 0.,09%410 0.982561
LILS864 0.208515 0. 145914 0.256071 0,266206 0.359n28 0.536579 0,255618 U.L63383 0.309916
LO38668 0.053014h U.064212 5.052841 G.0DGYTSS5 0.N613399 0.034837 0.039422 0.020392 0.050199
L043501 0.034626 0.030018 Nn,029008 0.019883 0.034382 0.098112 0,022849 0.022658 0.033470
108485 0. 120497 n.vdl17y D, 1468929 v 129077 0.125892 0.089443 0,123163 3.112537 N, 1204740
,022019 0.027928 0,024275 0.038564 N.N51508 0.,015397 0.006805 0.02724h 0.012084 0.029189
L017722 0.019398 0,032367 0.n22808 0.019226 0.015339 0.098830 0.015191 0 013217 0.0182°7248
LO42627 0.054151 0.038110 0.071327 N, 052394 0,043003 0.019039 0.072065 0.UIb6RTE 0.0512176
L008055 H.021357 0.018533 D .N29804 0.029085 0. 012430 0.005428 0,031010 0.009818 n,021651
006981 0.015617 0.017227 0.018713 0.015775 0.,012€95 0.002025 0.015317 0.007552 0.013575
,033834 0,092190 0.046635 0.108924 ,087010 0.053953 N,009560 0.10985% 0.049093 0.076838
010204 0.046758 0.024797 N.067153 0.047300 (,023009 (., 003240 0.053986 0.(G23036 N.036970
L009129 9.027296 0.0177h8 0.029463 0.026127 0.017984 0.000HH8 0.N23268 0.N19259 1.,0216856
.007518 N.02868F 0.016966 0.031283 0.027853 0.016662 H.002511 0.031512 0.017749 n,023254
1§ 0 OVLB33 0.020283 0.0I69kS6 0.012570 V.018404 Y.0N6347 0.001136 0.020213 0.00717% N.N13362
17 0.001611 0. 006697 0.006003 0.006086 0.01UIBE 0.003438 0.000h86 0.006H03 ).004 154 0.005691
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18 0.000U537 0,003728 0.008613 N.004721 0D,005208 0,001586 0.000891 0.004268 0.002265 0.003807

19 0.0008%37 0.0C1010 0.010702 0.001h 78 0,001889 0 0.000243 0.,001757 0.000377 N.001802
! 20 0.000537 0.000758 0.004437 N.0NNESI 0.0004 10 0 0.000081 0.002134 0 0.000871
21 0 0N 188 0.004349 0.00068, 0.000246 0.000526 0.000081 0,000125 0.000377 0.0004 10
22 N 0.00018% 0,0Nn2048 0 0.0000082 0 0 0 0 0.000153
9 23 0 n 0 200261 0 0 0 0.000081 0 D 0.000025
24 0 0 1).000522 V 0.000082 0 0 0 0 0.000038
l 25 0 0 0.000261 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.000012
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RUNNING PERCENTAGES BY COLL EGE
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BY COLLEGE AND DISTRTCT

ZWCC MCC PC PVC(CC RsCC
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1H.368050 N.569364 0.523210 0.35011 0.150530
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o CRERDIT HOURS TAKEN BY STULENTS

LRD HRS CGCCC GCC GWCC MCC PC PVCCC RSCC sCC SMCC DisT
" 0 0 0 0 0 f) 0 n 0 0 0
i 24 13186 BUS 552 652 395 12d4 510 P22 51177
2 %12 2980 14 ri 2134 1636 780 1780 1096 500 12384
3 1932 11799 16177 13506 9720 Wnyy 19869 6108 3840 12528
4 298 31356 984y 3716 3395 732 1720 17256 216 INERY
5 405 2740 S75 2550 1210 650 6055 310 200 15395
6 1212 114472 1866 15288 9426 2856 6624 588h 1788 56383
7 287 3naq 651 4746 K396 534 588 1519 224 15239
8 264 2h56 992 3278 1872 464 872 968 280 11376
a 711 7713 1314 141286 5805 1494 21t° S166 396 36000
10 150 3380 710 5240 3540 470 670 26170 260 16890
11 143 2684 126 3619 2112 528 2158 1342 220 11649
‘2 7156 17508 2052 22980 12708 2448 1hi6 10500 1560 71928
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