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ABSTRACT

Baumrind (1971) proposed three distinct patterns of
parental authority (permissiveness, authoritarianism, and
authoritativeness) and measured these parenting styles through
interviews with parents and their children and through ohservations
of parents interacting with their children. This study was undertaken
to develop a readily-accessible, standardized measure of Baumrind's
parental prototypes. Forty-eight questionnaire items were constructed
based upon Baumrind's descriptions of the permissive, authoritarian,
and authoritative prototypes. Items were stated from the perspective
of an individual evaluating the patterns of authority exercised by
his or her parents. Professionals (N=21) in the fields of psychology,
social work, sociology, and education evaluated the accuracy of the
items and accepted 36 of the items for the final pool of items. From
this pool, 10 permissive, 10 authoritarian, and 10 authoritative
items were retained for the Parental Authority Questionnaire (PAQ).
Two forms of the questionnaire were constructed to evaluate the
parental authority of mothers and of fathers. Seven studies were
conducted to test the PAQ's reliability, internal consistency,
content-related validity, criterion-related validity,
discriminant-related validity, and its correlations with the
Marlowe-Crowne Social Desirability Scale. The results of these
studies showed the PAQ to have highly respectable measures of
reliability and validity. The PAQ should be useful for assessing the
parental authority exercised by both mothers and fathers and it is
appropriate for both females and males who are older adolescents or
young adults. (The Parental Ruthority Questionnaire Pertaining to
Fathers is included.) (NB)
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ABSTRACT: A questionnaire was develoved for the purpose of measuring Baum-
rind's (1971) three prototypes of parental authority: permissiveness, authori-
tarianism, and authoritativeness. The questionnaire consists of 30 items and
ytelds permissive, authoritarian, and authoritative scores for both the mother

and the father. Psychometric measures support this scale as a valuable tool
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‘n the investigation of zorrelates o parental permissiveness, authoritari-

anism, and authoritativeness.

llow authority should be exercised in the home, how often it should be
exercised, in what circumstances it should be exercised., and even whether it
should be exercised have been discussed at great length and often with con-
siderable conv’_tion (e.g.,Baumrind, 1984; Dobson, 1970; Dorr, Zax, & Bonner,
1983; Farson, 1984; Gordon, 1975; Neill, 1977). One particular model of
parental authority which has not been constrained by "authority-versus-no-
authority" types of arguments is that of Baumrind (1971). Through her pro-

posed distinct patterns of parental authority (i.e., permissiveness, authori-
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tarianism, and authorita ‘veness), Baumrind has been able to inject consider-

able clarity into parental authority controve:sies. Baumrind has suggested
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that permissive parents tend to make fewer demands upon their children than
do other parents, allowing them to regulate their own activities as much as
possible. While being relatively warm toward their children, these permis-
sive parents are noncontrolling and rarely use punishment., Authoritarian
parents, on the other hand, are very directive with their children and they
value unquestioning obedience from their children. Being detached and less
warm than other parents, the authoritarian parents tend to discourage verbal
glve-and-take with their children and they tend to employ punitive measures
to direct their children's behavior. Authoritative parents, however, tend
to fall between these extremes. They are characterized as providing clear
and firm direction for their children, but this disciplinary claritv is
moderated by warmth, reason, flexibility, and verbal give-and-take.
Measurements by Baumrind (e.g., Baumrind & Black, 1967; Baumrind, 1971)
of permissive, authoritarian, and authoritative parenting have been based
upon interviews with parents and their children as well as observations of
parents interacting with their childrea. TIn an effort to provide a readily-
accessible, standardized measure of Baunrind's parental prototypes, the pre-
sent article describes a 30-item Likert-type instrument designed to measure
the permissive, authoritarian, and authoritative parenting provided by both
mothers and fathers,
Phase I: Scale Construction
Method
Procedure. Initially 48 questionnaire items were constructed based upon
the descriptions of the permissive, authoritarian, and authoritative proto-

types proposed by Baumrind (1971). These items were stated from the point of
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view of an individual evaluating .. patterns of authority exercised by his
or her parents. Consistent with a symbolic interactionist perspective, it
was reasoned that the actual parental behavior to which an individual has
been exposed will primarily effect that individual to the extent and in the
way that he or she has perceived that behavior. Therefore the items in the
present instrument were designed to measure the permissiveness, authoritari-
anism, and authoritativeness of parents, as appraised by their children.
Twenty-one professionals (11 females, 10 males) working in the fields
of psychology, social work, sociology, and education were presented the
48 questionnaire items. Eact of these professionals was also given verbatim
descriptions of the permissive, authoritarian, and authoritative prototypes
(Baumrind, 1971, pp. 22-23), and was asked to judge each item according to
its accuracy in characterizing permissive parenting, authoritarian parenting,
or authoritative parenting. Each of these professionals was encouraged to
refrain from categorizing a particular item if he or she judged that it
failed to clearly delineate one of these three parental patterns. If greater
than 95% of the judges (i.e., at least 20 of the 21 judges) agreed that an
item unequivocally represented one of the three parental prototypes, then it
was included in a final pool of items.
nesults
Thirty-six of the 48 questionnaire items met criterion and were included
in the final pool of items. From this pool of 36 items, 10 permissive, 10
authoritarian, and 10 authoritative items were retained for the Parental
Authority Questionnaire (PAQ). There was 100% agreement by the judges on

over 2/3 of these questionnaire items. Two forms of th*. questionnaire were
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constructed, one to evaluate tle parental authority provided by the mother
and one to evaluate the authority of the father. The 30 PAQ items pertain-
ing to the father's parental authority are presented in Table 1. Responses
to each of these items are made on a 5-point Likert scale ranging from
strongly disagree (1) to strongly agree (5). Thus the PAQ yields six
separate scores for each participant: mother's permissiveness, mother's
authoritarianism, mother's authoritativeness, father's permissiveness, fa-
ther's authoritarianism, and father's authoritativeness. The scores on
each of these variables can range from 10 to 50; the higher the score, then
the greater the participant's perceived presence of the parental prototype
measured.
Phase ITI: Reliability Testing

Study I: Test-retest preliability

Method. Students from an introductory psychology class (30 females, 32
males) completed the PAQ at the end of a class period early in the semester.
Two weeks later 61 of the original participants (29 females, 32 males) again
completed the PAQ at the end of a class period. Following the completion
of this latter testing session, the participants were debriefed concerning
the purposes of their participation.

Results. The testing sessions over the two-week period yielded the fol-
lowing reliabilities (N = 61, mean age = 19.2 years): r = .81 for mother's
permissiveness, r = .86 for mother's authoritarianism, r = ,78 for mother's
atthoritativeness, r = .77 for father's permissiveness, r» = .85 for father's
authoritarianism, and r = ,92 for father's authoritativeness. These relia-

bility coefficients are highly respectable given the fact that there are only

ot
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Table 1

Parental Authority Questiomnaire (PAQ) Pertaining to Fathers

instructions: For each of the following statements. circle the number on the 5-point scale (1= strongly disagree, 5 - stronglv
agree) that best indicates how that statement applies 10 you and your father Try to read and think about each statement
as 1t applies to you and your father during your vears of growing up at home. There are no right or wrong answers, so dor't

spend a lot of time on any one item. We are looking for your overall impression regarding each statement Be sure not 1o
omit any items.

1.

2.

»

o~ [-al’,]

10.
n.
12
13.
4.
15.

16.
1.

18.

19.
20.

21,
22.

23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

28.
29.

While | was growing up .y father felt that in a well-run home the children should have their way in the family as often

as the parents do.*

Even «f his children didn’t agree with him. my father felt that 1t was for our own geod if we were forced to conform to

what he thought was right.**®

Whenever my father told m to do something as | was growing up, he axpected me to do 1t immediately without asking any
questions.**

As | was growing up, once family policy had been established, my father discussed the reasoning behind the policy with

the children In the family.***

My father has aiways encouraged verbal give-and-take whenever | have felt that family rules and restrictions were unreasonabie, ***

. My father has always {elt that what chiidren need is to be free to make up their own minds and to do what they want to

do, even tf this does not agree with what their parents might want.*
As | was growing up my father did not allow me to gquestion any decision that he had made.**

. As | was growing up my father directed the activities and decisions of the children in the family through reasoning and

discipline.®**

My father has always felt that more force should be used by parents in order 1o get their children to behave the way they
are supposed to.**

As | was growing up my father did not feei that | needed to obey rules and regulations of behavior simply because someone
tn authority hod established them.*

As | was growing up | knew what my father expected of me In my family, but | also felt free to discuss those expectations
with my father when | felt that they were unreasonable.***

My father felt that wise parents should teach their children early just who 1s boss in the family.**®

As | was growing up, my father seldom gave me expectations and guidehines for my behavior.*

Most of the time as | was growing up my father did what the children in the family wanted when making family decisions.*®
As the cinidren 1n my family were growing up, my father consistently rave us direction and guidance inrational and objective
ways.*°**

As | was growing up my father would get very upset if | tried to disagree with him.**

My father feels that most problems in society would be solved f parents would not restrict their children’s activ'ties,
decisions, and desires as they are growIng up.* -

As | was growing up my father let me know what behaviors he expected of me, and if | didn’t meet those expectations,

he punished me.**®

As | was growing up my father aillowed me to decide most things for myself without a lot of direction from him.*

As | was growing up my father took the children’s opinions into consideration when mak ing family decisions, but he would
not decide for something simply because the children wanted 1t.***

My father did not view himself as responsible for directing and guiding my behavior as | was growing up.*

My father had clear standards of behavior for the children in our home as | was growing up, but he was willing t. adjust
those standards to the needs of each of the individual children in the famiiy.***

My father gave me direction for my behavior and act'vities as | was growing up and he expected me to follow his direction,
but he was always willing to listen to my concerns and to discuss that direction with me.**®

As | was growing up my father allowed me to form my own point of view on family matters and he generally allowed me

to decide for myseif wht | was going to do.*

My father has always felt that most problems in society would be solved i1f we could get parents to strictly and forcibly deal
with their children when they don't do what they are supposed to as they are growing up.**

As | was growing up my father often told me exactly what he wanted me to do and how he expected me to do it.**

As | was growing up my father gave me clear direction for my behaviors and activit:es, but he was also understanding when
| disagreed with him.***,

As | was growing up my father did not direct the behawviors, activities, and desires of the chilrren in the family.®

As | was growing up | knew what my father expected of me in the family and he insisted that | conform to those expectations
simply out of respect for his authority.**

As | was growing w), if my father made a decision in the fomily that hurt me, he was willing to discuss that decision with
me and to admit tt. if he had made a mistake.***

Note: The parental pattern represented by each item is denoted by the asterisks--* = permissive, *® = authoritarian, ***

= authoritative. Also, a reworded PAQ is used toevaluate the parental authority exercised by the mother.
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10 items per scale.

Norms. The means and standard deviations for the permissive, authori-
tarian, and authoritative scores for the mothers and the fathers are presented
in Table 2. These means and standard deviations are based upon the responses
of the 61 participants during the initial test-retest session.

Table 2

Mears and Standard Deviations for Each of the PAQ Scales (N = 61)

X SD
Mother's Permissiveness 25.38 5.31
Mother's Authoritarianism 27.20 7.12
Mother's Authoritativeness 36.82 5.12
Fatter's Permissiveness 23.48 5.64
Father's Authoritarianism 29.03 8.54
Father's Authoritativeness 33.20 8.24

Study II: Intermal consistency reliability

Method. ‘The participants were 185 students (95 females, 90 males) who
agreed to participate in the study as part of an introductory psychology
course requirement. The mean age of these participants was 18.7 vears.
Following their participation, the subjects were told that their responses
would be used to determine specific psychometric measures pertaining to the
PAQ.

Results. The following Crombach (1951) coefficient alpha values were

obtained for each of %he six PAQ scales: .75 for mother's permissiveness,
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.85 for mother's authoritarianism, .82 for mother's authoritativeness, .74
fo. father's permissiveness, .87 for father's avthoritarianism, and .85 for
father's authoritativeness.
Phase III: Validity Testing
Study I: Content-related validity

Method. Twenty-one profe.sionals were asked to evaluate an initial pool
of 48 questionnaire items based upon their accuracy in characterizing permis-
siveness, authoritarianism, and authoritativeness., If a particular question-
naire item failed to clearly describe one of these three prototypes of parental
authori:y [based upon Baumrind's (1971) verbatim descriptions], then the
judges were instructed to exclude that item from placement in any of the three
categories.

Results. A criterion of 95% agreement among the judges was established
for the inclusion of a particular questionnaire item in the final pool of
potential items for the PAQ. Of the initial 48 iters, 36 met criterion; from
thesc 36 items, 10 permissive, 10 authoritarian, and 10 authoritative were
selected to comprise the PAQ. 3Based upon the large amount of agreement among
the 21 professionals that the items in the PAQ accurately reflect the constructs
of permissive, authoritarian, and authoritative parenting (as defined by Baum-
rind), we may conclude that the content validity of the PAQ is high.

Study II: Crizerion-related validity

Baumrind (1971, 1984) has reported that children of authoritative parents
a e more independent, self-reliant, responsible, and goal-oriented than are
children of permissive or authoritarian parents; furthermore, children of

authoritarian parents have displayed particular deficits in these areas. Each




Parental Authorityv Prototyvpes
8

of these characteristics are correlates of self-esteem (see Coopersmith, 1967,
1968; Clemes & Bean, 1981; Gilmore, 1974; Linton & Graham, 1959; Purdey, 1970;
Rosenberg, 1965; Weinhold & Hilferty, 1983); therefore if the PAQ provides a
valid measure of Baumrind's prototvpes, then authoritativeness should posi-
tively predict self-esteem, authoritarianism should be inversely related to
self-esteem, and permissiveness should not be significantly related to self-
esteem.

Method. Buri, Loaiselle, Misukanis, and Mueller (1988) asked 230 college
students (mean age = 19,3 years) to participate in the study as part of an
introductory psychology course requirement. Each participant agreed to com-
plete the PAQ and the Tennessee Self-Concept Scale (Fitts, 1965).

Results. As hypothesized, Buri et al. (1988) reported the following
bivariate correlations of parental authority with self-esteem: r = +,41
(p < .0005) for mother's authoritativeness, r = +.38 (p < .0005) for father's
authoritativeness, r = -.26 (p < .0005) for mother's authoritarianism, r = -,18
(p < .005) for father's authoritarianism, r = -,04 (p > .10) for mother's

permissiveness, and » = - 08 (p > .10) for father's permissiveness.

Study III: Criterion-related vali-lity

One important dimension of Baumrind's authority prototypes which was not
explicitly mentioned in the verbatim descriptions of each is parental warmth
or parental nurturance. Since this particular dimension was not discussed
in the verbatim descriptions, the 21 professionals who judged the appropriate-
ness cf each PAQ item for inclusion in the questionnaire were not able to take
parental nurturance into consideration when making their judgments. There-

fore, *f the PAQ is a valid measure of Baumrind's prototypes, then parental
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authoritativeness should be positively ivelated to parental nurturance, paren-
tal authoritarianism should be negatively related to parental nurturance, and
parental permissiveness should not be significantly related to parental
nurturance,

Method. Buri, Misukanis, and Mueller (1988) presented a 24-item Parencal
Nurturance Scale. Test-retest reliabilities reported for this scale were .92
for mother's nurturance and .94 for father's nurturance. Cronbach's (1951)
coefficient alpha values were .95 for mother's nurturance and .93 for father's
nurturance. In the present study, 127 college students were asked to complete
the PAQ and the Parental Nurturance 3cale as part of an introductory psychol-
ogy course requirement.

Results. Consistent with Baumrind's suggestions for the relationship
between parental authority and parental warmth, the following bivariate cor-
relations between the PAQ scores and the parental nurturance scores were ob-
tained: the authoritative parents were found to be highest in parental nur-
turance for both mothers (r = +.56, p < .0005) and fathers (r = +.68, p < .0005);
authoritarian parenting was inversely related to nurturance for both mothers
(r = -.36, p < .0005) and for fathers (r = -.53, p < .0005); and parental per-
missiveness was unrelated to nurturance for both mothers (r = +.04) and fathers
(r = +.13). ‘These results confirm that parental warmth is a dimension of
parental authority that is inherent in the PAQ measurements.

Study IV: Discriminant-related validity

If the permissive, authoritarian, and authoritative scales of the PAQ

provide an accurate measurement of Baumrind's three parental prototypes, then

one would expect divergent responses to the items from these three scales.

"0
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Yethod. The participants in the present studv were 127 college students
who completed the PAQ in order to fulfill a portion of an introductorv psvchol-
0gy course requirement.
Results. As the results in Table 3 demonstrate, the responses of the 127
participants indicated the hvpothesized divergence in PAQ scores. Mother's
authoritarianism was inversely related to mother's permissiveness (r = -.38,

p < .0005) and to mother's authoritativeness (r = -.48, p < .0005). Similarly.

Table 3

Intercorrelations o PAQ Ccores for Mothers and Fathers

Mother's Permissiveness
Mcther's Authoritarianism

Mothe.'s Authoritativeness

Father's Permissiveness
Father's Authoritarianism 1.00

Father's Authoritativeness . —.52%%%

xkp < 0005

father's authoritarianism was inversely related to father's permissiveness

(r = -.50, p < .0005) and to father's authoritativeness (r = -.52, p < .0005).

Also, mother's permissiveness was not significantly related to mothers' au-

thoritativeness (r = +.07) nor was father's permissiveness significantly cor-
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related with father's authoritativeness (r = +.12).

Study V: Correlations with Marlowe-Crowne Social Desirability Scale

On the face of it, the PAO may be vulnerable to response biases. For
example, agreement witl, the authoritative items and non-agreement with the
authoritarian items may be perceived as socially desirable responses. If
the PAQ is to be a useful measure of parental authority prototypes, then

responses to the PAQ items should be free of such response biases.

Method, Students from an introductory psychology class (N = 69) com-
pleted the PAQ and the Marlowe-Crowne Social Desirability Scale (Crowne &
Marlowe, 1964) at the end of a class period.

Recults. The following bivariate correlations between the PAQ scores
and the Marlowe-Crowne Social Desirability Scale score were obtained: r = +.23
for mother's permissiveness, r = -.14 for mother's authoritarianism, r» = +.10
for mother's authoritativenass, r = +.10 for father's permissiveness, r = +.0l
for father's authoritarianism, and r = +.05 for fathe»'s authoritativeness.
None of these values were statistically significant; therefore the PAO does
not appear to be vulnerahle to social desirability response biases.

Conclusions

The PAQ iias demonstrated highly respectable measures of reliability and
validity. It is useful for assessing the parental authority exercised by
both mothers and fathers and it is appropriate for both females and males
who are older adolescents or young adults. TIts potential as a research tool

in the investigation of individual correlates of narental permissiveness,

authoritarianism. and authoritativeness is promising.
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