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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
RESPONSE TO HB 1071 SCHOOL-AGE CHILD CARE NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Prince George's County has long recognized the need for both
preschool child care and school-age child care. Our County
is unique in that we have the highest percentage of working
women in the nation. With a total population of 696,500
citizens, and 212,423 children ages birth through nineteen,
we have only an estimated 13,000 licensed day care slots
available to our children of all ages. While we have made
inroads in serving some of our child care needs, HB 1071
provides our County, and all Maryland jurisdictions, an
opportunity to reassess the current child care situation.
We are pleased to participate in this needs assessment, and
hope that together we can better serve our children, youth
and families.

Child care has been recognized as a critical need by many
segments of-our County government. In January, 1985, County
Executive Parris Glendening released a "Child Care Task
Force Report" documenting an enormous need for child care in
Prince George's County: 95,000 to 100,000 children, ages
birth through fourteen years. With the opening of the
Prince George's County Employees' Child Care Center, in
November, 1985, County Executive Parris Glendening
demonstrated his commitment to his employees and helped
answer some of their child care needs. This Center serving
infants through six year olds, also fulfilled another
important goal by becoming a model to local private
industry.

The Prince George's County Economic Development Corporation
in cooperation with the Private Industry Council, conducted
a survey, in April, 1988, of private industry employers,
concerning their child care needs and services. A copy of
this survey is enclosed for your information.

County Executive Glendening designated the Prince George's
County Commission for Children and Youth as the lead agency
in preparing this response to HB 1071. The Commission staff
consulted with several County agencies to produce this
coordinated effort. In the demographic section, MNCPPC, andthe Office of Management and Budget provided both data and
technical assistance. In the needs assessment section, the
Prince George's Public School System provided invaluable
assistance with the needs assessment survey. The Department
of Social Services conducted surveys to help complete the
data needed. Without the cooperation of each of these
agencies, completion of this survey would have been
impossible. The Commission for Children and Youth is
grateful to all those agencies who shared their time and
expertise with us.
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A. CURRENT SERVICES

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Currently the Prince George's County Public School Systemoperates nine (9) before and after school programs, and four(4). extended day magnet programs uithin the public schoolsystem. Ages served for both programs are five (5) through
twelve (12) years. Total current enrollment is 978
students; 481 in the extended day magnet program, and 497 inbefore and after school.

HISTORY

Magnet Program:

Ptince George's County is currently under a court ordered
desegregation plan. As an alternative to court ordered
busing, "Magnet" schools were instituted for parents to havean opportunity to voluntarily move their children into
different school districts to integrate the schools. Ofthe eleven Magnet programs, four are "Extended Day' in theelementary schools.

Before and After School Program:

School Board member Cathrine Burch recognized the tremendousneed for before and after school care. She submitted aresolution to the Board, the policy setting branch of theschool system, requesting the school administration toprovide before and after school care in the public schools.

POLICY

Magnet:

Access to the program remains on a first come first servebasis, based upon racial guidelines. Magnet schools providebefore and after school care with an enrichment componentincluded in the fee. Computers, music lessons, cooking,wood working, and homework assistance are all part of theprogram.

Before and After School:

A before and after school program is opened in an elementary
school when a minimum of thirty students register and paytuition. The school system operates the program based
exclusively on parent generated fees. Based upon this fact
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many of the extras offered in the Magnet program are not
available in the before and after school program. Staff
remains highly qualified in both programs since the school
system pay scale is much higher than the private provider
rate.

FEES"

Magnet:

$35.00 per week.

Before and After School:

In this pr(gram fees range according to the number of
participants:

30-39 students--$45 per week
40-54 students--$40 per week
55 and above --$35 per week

Both programs operate only during the calendar school year
from 7:00 am - 6:00 pm, regardless of the weather or other
school in-service adjustments.

Centers are open during Spring break.

During inclement weather centers close only when the County
government closes (infrequently!). When schools are closed
three centers remain open. Any student registered in the
after school program may attend one of these three centers.

The Prince George's County School System provides four year
old programs to 660 children.

400 children in the Head Start Program
25 children in the Montessori Magnet Program
235 children in the Early Extended Education Program

a State funded program.

In addition to these programs, 648 students are enrolled in
special education classes with children from three to five
years old.

All of these programs are half day programs with no day care
or extended hours provided. Transportation is provi'sd for
the Head Start, Early Extended Education Program, and
Special Education only.
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NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Private Schools-licensed by the Maryland State department of
Education are called non-public schools. Prince George's
County has 33 nursery schools of which eight provide before
and aftek school care. Twenty elementary schools operate in
the County and four of these provide school-age child care.

REGISTERED FAMILY DAY CARE PROVIDER

Prince George's County currently has registered 985 family
day care providers. A random telephone sample of 12.69% of
these providers was conducted equally in the North, Central,
and Southern areas in the County.

43% of family day care providers are currently providing
care for school -age children, before and/or after school.

16% of the total children in family day care are school-age.

Fees vary according to the number of hours used; from $10.00
to $65.00 weekly.

Family Day Care Providers provide care:

-79% provide care during the summer
-88% provide care during school holidays
-92% provide care for public school early closings and

late openings

LICENSED DAY CARE

Prince George's County has 150 licensed child care centers.
Approximately half or 75 provide child care for school-age
Children, age five-twelve years. These programs consider
four year olds part of the preschool age grouping and
statistics were unavailable as to how many four year olds
attend on a part-time before and after school basis.

Each program serves about nineteen school-age children for a
total of an estimated 1425 children.

Centers charge an average of $43.00 per week,-with the range
varying from $30.00 to $70.00.

Licensed Day Care Providers:

- 96% provide care during the summer
- 75% provide care on school holidays
- 90% provide care during early closings and late

openings
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PARKS AND RECREATION

Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission(MNCPPC) is a ti-county agency of Prince George's andMontgomery Counties. The MNCPPC is the agency that operatespark And recreation programs.

The MNCPPC operates five (5) after school child careprograts in Prince George's County.

Each center serves 30 children age five through twelveyears.

Fees are $85.00 per month.

The program does not operate during the summer. MNCPPCoperates free summer playgrounds throughout the County andhas general recreation and specialized day camp programsthat require a fee. Camps are also operated at recreationalcenters during Spring break.

The program operates on Board of Education professional daysbut not during school holidays.

During inclement weather the program operates from the timeof an early closing until 6:00 pm. If schools are closedfor the full day due to snow, the program does not operate.

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY MEMORIAL LIBRARY SYSTEM

The Library System provides no formal child care. Programsare offered for school-age children at various timesthroughout the system. These programs are one hour inlength and are designed to promote reading.

While all libraries are reporting large numbers of childrenattending library at the end of the school day, theHillcrest Heights Branch is recording
extraordinary numbersof children. These children reside in the neighborhood andattend both the local public school and a nearby parochial.school. This library is offering a new program for childrenages 7-11 called "Home Safe" for latchkey children. TwelveChildren a day meet at the library between 3:15 and'4s15 pm,three days a week. There is no fee for th3.8 program.

Librarians report that they are serving increasingly ashomework assistants and often confidants. The library staffdo not serve in loco parentis and do not take legalresponsibility for the children. They are expressing greatconcern for the safety of these children.
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YMCA of METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON

The YMCA provides two (2) before school programs and twelve
(12) after school programs.

Over 200 children narticipate, ages five through twelve.

Before school care is $87.00 per month. After school care
is $140.00 per month, per participant, respectively.

The YMCA offers five (5) summer camps a week, in different
locations, from 7:00 am-6:00 pm. 110 children participate
per week.

Camps operate during Spring and Christmas break.

Programs do not operate during inclement weather closings.

MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

In October, 1984, the Mental Health Association of Prince
George's County, Inc. developed a training session called
"You're in Charge", a program for children in self-care and
their families.

The Association also operates the "Care- Line" a latchkey
hotline which serves 200 children a year. Care-Line
volunteers contact fifty children daily.
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B. POLICIES

Local policies clearly affect the delivery of school-age
child care in Prince George's County.

ZONING ORDINANCES

Prince George's County has in the past required a Special
Exception for group day care centers in all zoning
categories with very few exceptions. The Special Exception
process is time consuming and costly requiring a detailed
site plan and a zoning attorney. This had the effect of
restricting child care availability.

In the last County Council session, three bills passed which
were introduced by County Council Members Castaldi and Mills
concerning child care. These bills allowed a Permitted Use
to agreat many zones which will remove the barriers of
expense and time to prospective providers.

A second bill decreased the amount of playground space
necessary for a child care center.

The third in this trio of bills was a resolution asking the
Prince George's County Government, Maryland National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, and the Board of Education to
assess their vacant or unused property and submit a listing
of all properties suitable for group day care centers. This
bill, due September 30,1988, is the first step in making
available publicly owned property to child care providers.

TRANSPORTATION

Prince George's County is a large County encompassing 488

square miles. Our public transportation system in some
areas of this County is inadequate. In addition, as
outlined previously, the Prince George's County Public
School System is under a court mandated desegregation order.
Although the Magnet program requires less busing than a
mandatory busing system, our school buses are still under a

heavy demand. There is not as much flexibility in
scheduling buses or money available to provide buses for
school-age child care.

STATE POLICIES .

In this section, the Commission would be remiss if this
report did not include mention of State policies that have a
great impact on school age child care. Prince George's
County is consistently under funded in the day care subsidy

program. The current level of funding at 2.3 million
dollars is just not meeting the demand. Many children are
unable to receive the care needed since the subsidies are
unavailable to them. There must be more voucher funding!
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C. NEED FOR SERVICES

To respond to part C. of HB 1071, the Commission for
Children and Youth distributed the enclt-sed survey form.
Your schools in the Prince George's County Public School
System were selected for this schoolage child care needs
assessment survey. The schools were:

District Heights Elementary School...o 492
Melwood Elementary School 554
Riverdale Elementary School 625
Kettering Middle School 780

2,

students
students
students
students
total

These elementary schools are located in the north, central,
and southern areas of the County. None of the schools
polled has an on-site Extended Day, before and after school,
YMCA, or recreation program.

METHODOLOGY

OA September 7, 1988, the second day of school, each student
in the above listed schools received the survey, a letter
from the Commission explaining the survey, and a pre-
addressed, postage paid envelope. Response was immediate,
and has continued for three weeks. The response rate is
24%. Thc' school administration was quite helpful by
contacting each principal and assuring their cooperation in
the distribution of the survey. Federal law prohibits the
school system from distributing the names and addresses of
students to the Commission, so we were unable to follow up
this survey with a personal telephone call to each parent to
urge more responses be completed.

Each school survey is color coded to identify potential
child care availability differences in each geographic
location.

District Heights Elementary -
Melwood Elementary -
Riverdale Elementary
Kettering Middle
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White Blue 7ellow Green Total

Number of 182 118 163 121 = 584Forms Returned

Limber of 416 306 305 230 = 1257Children

Number of 279 209 264 201 n 953Children Ages
4-14

Number of 217 106 177 125 = 625Boys

Number of 194 103 148 106 = 551Girls

Current Care

Day Care 6 51 11 1 = 69Center

Neighbor 22 13 59 29 = 123

Home Alone 133 30 45 55 ,-. 263

Registered 12 6 26 12 = 56Family Day
Care Provider

Sitter in the 6 19 16 4 = 45Home

Sibling Care
in the Home
(over the age
of 14)

24 5 14 18 = 61

Recreation 5 1 -0- -0- = 6Center

Relative 94 31 94 64 = 283

Public School 7 -0- -0- -0- = 7System



White Blub Yellow

Satisfaction, with Current Arrangement

Green Total

Very-Satisfied 109 59 104 52 = 324

Somewhat 47 40 38 38 = 163Satisfied

Somewhat 14 13 9 9 = 45Dissatisfied

Dissatisfied 4 8 8 20 = 40

Type of Care Preferred for Children

In School 47 55 72 68 = 242Program

Parents 14 17 16 4 = 51

Sitter in the 16 8 9 3 2 36Home

Registered -0- 3 2 1 = 6Family Day
Care Provider

Care at Place
of Employment

1 1 -0- -0- = 2

Barriers of Preferred Child Care

Expense 65 64 62 64 = 255

Difficulty 38 32 53 24 = 147Finding Care

Low Quality ' 16 26 14 25 = 81Care

Distance from 24 18 27 12 = 81Home

Transportation 24 18 20 11 = 73
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White Blue Yellow Green Total

Barriers of Preferred Child Care (Continued)

Child Noes 13 7 5 3Not Want the
Service.

None 65 34 45 33

What the Local or State Government Could Do to Help..

Provide More 56 48
Programs

Provide Financial 23 23
Support

Provide 6 12
Transpo&a+ion

Full Day 1 3
Kindergarten

Future Child Care Needs

School Aged 34 45
Child Care

Shift Care -0- 2

Full Day
.Kindergarten

-0- 1

Work Hours

Between 6:30 am 215
and 6:30 pm

After 6:30 pm -0-

Before 6:30 am -0-

Shift Hours 47

= 28

= 177

52 31 =

33 29 =

2 2 =

1 2 =

63 79 =

-0- -0- =

4 -0- =

120 185 96 =

8 11 1 =

15 29 27 =

20 27 22 =
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White Blue Yellow

Family Income

Green Total

Less than $5,000 4 11 2 5 22

$5,000-$9,999 1 7 -0- 5 13

$10,000-$14,999 1 10 4 13 28

$15,000-$19,999 10 15 8 27 60

$20,000-$24,999 21 19 14 23 77

$25,000-$34,999 31 30 31 17 109

$35,000-$49,999 45 14 52 13 124

$50,000 or Over 73 7 49 12 a 141

Hours Child Care Services are Needed

School Aged 112 62 71 73 = 318Child Care

All Day Child -0- 29 30 -0- 59Care

Full Day -0- 1 2 -0- 3Kindergarten

Shift Hours -0- 2 4 5 11

Holidays or -0- 2 -0- -0- 2Sick Days

None -0- -0- 60 -0- 60
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White Blue Yellow Green Total

Amount Currently Paying for Child Care Per Week, Per Child

= 149

= 12

= 17

= 30

= 16

= 16

= 26

= 22

= 46

= 11

= 30

= 29

$0 149 -0- -0- -0-

Less Than $20 3 6 -0- 3

$20 3 3 9 2

$25 6 9 5 10

$30 2 5 7 2

$35 6 4 4 2

$40 5 9 10 2

$45 1 2 17 2

-$50 2 1A 15 11

$55 3 6 1 1

$60 3 7 11 9

Over $60 4 12 5 8

Are They Willing to Pay More For Service Preferred?

Yes 141 40 55 39

No 34 47 55 39

Age Breakdown

Age 4 6 9 18 15

Age 5 5 29 24 26

Age 6 10 25 38 28

Age 7 18 28 32 34

Age 8 14 17 27 23

Age 9 21 26 34 29
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White

Age Breakdown (Continued)

Blue Yellow Green Total

Age 10 26 15 32 16 = 89

Age 11 21 7 34 12 = 74

Age 12 101 8 9 5 = 123

Age 13 70 2 6 4 = 82

Age 14 19 4 4 9 = 36

C. NEED FOR SERVICES

1. RESULTS OF THE SURVEY

Question 1: How many children in each age group are in
self/ sibling care?

Findings

No child age four through six was left unattended. Two
children age seven were left home alone for what the parents
termed was a short time after school. In the second and
third grades, less than a half dozen children were left home
alone. Fifth and sixth grade seem to be the turning point
where parents reluctantly leave their children in self care.
25% of the parents polled begin to leave their children home
alone in this age range. This group of parents were most
likely to check dissatisfied with present arrangements.

Over 58% of the parents indicated that their middle school
age children were in self care. The rest either had a
parent at home full time, or an older sibling at home.

Note: For the purposes of this survey, children left with
siblings that were 14 and younger were grouped in the home
alone category.
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-Question' 2i How many children in each age range are caredforbya relative/ domestic other in their own home?

Finding: 22% of the children have a relative in their homethat proVides after school care.

RtItes- Age range did not determine the number of children
iii:tomestic,care. There was a variation between geographiclocations. In-Riverdale only 10% of the children had a.parent in the-home, while Upper Marlboro had 31%.

Question 3: How many children in each age range are
cared for in registered or unregistered family day carehOsies?

Finding:

Only, 4.5% children are in registered family day care. It isdifficult to provide an age breakdown since many.of theseperents were using family day care for a younger sibling
under the age of four.

14% of the thildren use neighbors for care at the elementarylevel. 9% of the middle school children use neighbors forcare. Several of these children have parents that work
shift hours.

Question 4: How many children are in pre-school based care?

Finding:

5.4% of the children are in pre-school care. This number isunreliable since many parents did not include informationabout their pre-schooler on a "school-age" survey. We doknow there are 7,540 slots in licensed day care centers.
Rarely do centers have openings, and many centers have
waiting lists.

Question 5: How many children in each age range are in
school based school-age child care?

Finding:

978 children are in school based schoc.1-age child care.
There is a greater concentration of children in the first
through fourth grade level attending the programs.



Question 6: What do parents identify as preferences for
school-age child care?

Finding:

41.2% of the parents prefer school based school-age child
care. In fifth grade and higher the focus remains on school
based care but in the form oC a recreation program.

Question 7: What do parents identify as appropriate ways
for local governments to address school-age child care
needs?

Finding:

According to parents, government can provide two forms of
assistance to parents. More programs should be created in
the school system, and cost for these programs should be
kept affordable. Subsidies and tax credits were mentioned
often. Providing transportation was a preference for these
parent's.

Barriers to providing the care of preference were (1)
expense 43% and (2) difficulty in finding care 25%.

Question 8: Do parents anticipate a need for school-age
childcare?

Finding:

Those parents that answered this question indicated by 96.9%
that in the future they will need school-age child care.

Note: Several parents included written notes that indicated
they are concerned about the lack of full day kindergarten.

Question 9: What are parents willing to pay for school-age
child care?

Finding:

The answers to this question were as varied as the income
levels. 24% of the parents had incomes of over $50,000.
21% of the families had incomes under $20,000. Of the 584
parents that responded 275 are willing to pay more than they
are currently paying and 175 are not willing to pay more.
All requested a high quality program at a "reasonable" rate.

Question 10: What are parents work hours and income level?

Finding: Parents work between the hours of 6:30 am and 6:30
pm at a rate of 74.8% of the total number of working
parents.



Note: Prince George's County has a high percentage of shiftworke,n 14%. These parents indicate a high degree of
difficulty finding available childcare.

Average family income in 1980 in Prince George's County is$24,562. In this report 24% of the fax4lies earned over$50,000. Only 13% of the families responding to the surveywere at the average-income level. Either the income level
in' Prince George's County has increased, or those responding
to this, survey are in the upper income brackets.

Family income in .06% of the respondents was below $10,000.
Clearly there was not a great response to this survey amongthe low income families. With 15,392 families in the County
on income maintenance, this population is under representedin the survey results.

Question 11: What are parents currently paying for school-
age child care?

Finding:.

Parents are paying on an average $36.48 a week for childcare. Registered family home providers and neighborhood
babysitters are generally paid by the hour. Center based
care, school-based care, the YMCA, and recreation centershave a set hourly or monthly fee.

Written comments indicate single parents are having great
difficulty covering the cost of child care. Parents withmore than one chi -id and especially those with infants werevocal on the high expense involved with child care.

2. DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

Number 1. How many households in the County include
children ages 4-14?

All
Households

Family
Households

Family
Households with
Children, 4-14

193,355 165,611 31,863

Non-Family
Households

59,178

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1980 Census of Population
Housing, Summary Tape File 1.



Number 2. What is the number children by age group?

Male
Under 1 Year 171-55

Female
770-UT

1 Year 4,910 4,538
2 years 4,607 4,548
3 Years 4,568 4,474
4 Years 4,451 4,264
5 Years 4,593 4,095
6 Years 4,520 4,192
7 Years 4,855 4,636
8 Yeari 5,333 5,154
9 Years 5,932 5,775
10 Years 6,025 5,710
11 years 5,770 5,602
12 Years 5,908 5,798
13 Years 5,984 5,758
14 Years 6,346 6,160

Source: 1980 Census, Characteristics of Population, Vol. 1,
Part 22, MD. CHPT. B

Number 3. What is the percentage of households in the
County with children ages 4-14 compared to the
total number of households?

'Total Number of
Households

224,789

Total Number of
Households with
Children 4-14

31,863

Percentage of
Households with
Children 4-14

19.23%

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1980, Population and Housing
Summary Tape File 1.

Number 4. How many children ages 4-14
with two parents?

Number 5. How many children ages 4-14
with one parent?

Total Number of Children 4-14 In
Family Households Family Households

(2-Parents)

165,611 65,608

live in households

live in households

Children 4-14
Living with One
Parent

29,522

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1980 Population and Housing
Summary Tapes File 1.



Number 6. How many children aees 4-14 live in householdswhere both parents work?

Number of Children 4-14 With Both Parents Working

70,608

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1980 Population and Housing,Summary Tape File 3A

Number 7. How many children age 4-14 live in single parentfamilies where the single parent works?

Total Number of Single
Total Number of ChildrenHouseholds with Children 4-14 in Single Parent4-14
Family Where The Single
Parent Works

29,522
24,522

Soutce: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1980 Population and Housing,Summary Tape File 3A
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Number 8. What is the income level of households with
children ages 4- 14 by age groups?

Total:
ncome above poverty level:

With related children:
-Under 6 year.* and 6 to 17
Under 6 yeari only
6 to 17 years only

Without related children

Income below poverty level:

With related children:
Under 6 years and 6 to 17
Under 6 years only
6 to 17 years only

Without related children

Female householder, no husband present:

Income above poverty level:
With related children:
Under-6 and 6-to 17
Under 6 years only
6 to 17 years only

Without related children

Income below poverty level:
Under 6 years and 6 to 17
Under 6 years only
6 to 17 years only

18,359
21,860
56,847
61,719

1,802
1,612
3,057
1,667

2,438
2,990

13,270
7,298

1,068
756

1,983

Without related children 424

Families with one or more related children by povertystatus in 1979 by presence and age of related children(10)

Income above poverty level:
With related children:
Under 5 years and 5 to 17
Under 5 years only
5 to 17 years only

Income beloW poverty level:
With related children:
Under 5 years and 5 to 17
Under 5 years only
5-to 17 years only

17,155
18,282
61,629

1,653
1,404
3,414

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1980 Population and HousingTape File 3A



III. Analysis,

1. Inventory of Services

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

'The Prince George's County Public School System in beginning
to provide before and after school child care is truly
starting to meet the needs of worktag parents. The staff
And' administrative coordination of the programs are
excellent. When a group of at least thirty parents submit
paid regiStration, a program can be opened in a school
within an astounding two weeks. Once programs are opened,
parents are extremely pleased with the quality of care the
children receive.

Suggestions:

1. This program needs to be advertised. The school system
does not take an active role in promoting the availability
of the programs. Instead, parents, the school principal, or
the P.T.A. must take it upon themselves to ensure that the
minimum number of registrants have paid and are committed to
the program. Some parents are only vaguely aware of the
availability of the programs. They need to know that
initiation of the program can and should begin with them.

2. The cost of the program needs to be reduced. Parents
state that their overwhelming preference is school based
child care, while the most prevalent barrier to obtaining
this care is expense. Since each program must be self-
sustaining, perhaps combining two nearby schools may solve
the dilemma. Transportation issues will arise and hopefully
could be resolved.

3. Child care subsidy funds must become more available to
parents. For example, in September, 1988, a cooperative
effort between the Langley Park-McCormick School, Monica
Weaver, the coordinator for the after school programs, the
Department of Social Services, and the Commission for
Children and Youth, was formed with an effort to open a much
needed before and after school child care program at this
school. Parents were eager for a program. Unfortunately,
the Purchase of Care subsidy funding is currently frozen.
The school year has begun and these children are without
before and after school care.

4. Most parents indicated a preference for school based
recreation for their middle school children. With MNCPPC
already doing an excellent job iv both child care and
recreation programs, an interagency collaboration between
the school system and MNCPPC should be considered. Physical
space could be provided in the middle schools free of
charge, and programs could be operated by MNCPPC. The cost
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Of these programs should be kept to a minimum since most
parents,of-middle school age children are reluctant to incur
any expense-and were very satisfied with their current
arrangement. Even with a high level of satisfaction that
many:varents indidated, in the written portion of the
survey, they still preferred a school based recreation
program.

Prince George's County is the second highest jurisdiction in
the number of adolescent pregnancies in the State of
Maryland. -Then school system is. showing an incpmasing number
of girls in the middle school and ninth grade level that are
pregnant. These children need structured activity, not to be
left alone each afternoon.

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES CHILD CARE REGULATION

With efforts under Way in the Department of Human Resources
to form the new regional offices for all child care
.regulations, we in Prince George's County are anticipating a
smooth transition and a well lunctioning office. This is
the opportunity for past regulatory problems to be resolved
to further -meet the growing demands of our parents.

In the-past our regulatory staff has indicated severe staff
shortages which impede the growth of the child care
industry. Without enough staff, potential providers must
wait months for a license or registration. It is hoped that
under the reorganization this situation will be rectified.

MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

The school-age child care needs assessment survey indicates
25% of the children age ten-twelve years, and 58% of the
children 12 years and older are home alone before and after
school. Since the survey was returned by predominantly
middle to upper income parents, the Commission is certain
that these figures grossly under report the numbers of
latchkey children in Prince George's County.

The Mental Health Association oper;tes the Care-Line for 200
latchkey children. This worthwhile program should be
expanded through interagency support to serve a greater
number of latchkey children. This program is free to the
public and will fill a needed gap.
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CHILD CARE INFORMATION AND REFERRAL

Prince George's County operates no information and referral
system for child care. This is -a critical gap in service to
parents and providers in our County. Currently parents must
call several agencies to receive a listing of registered and
licensed_care. First time parents are given no counseling
as't6 what to look for in a quality Center or home. There
is awareness at all levels of County government of thin gap
in service to parents and a desi: a to fill this gap.

2. Policies

ZONING ORDINANCES

The County Council has, as of July 1, 1988 made headway in
reforming the restrictive zoning regulations concerning
child care. As problems arise, it is hoped the Council will
continue to be supportive of needed changes relating to
child care.

TRANSPORTATION

The Prince George's County Public School System, in
providing an excellent before and after school orgram, has
made significant strides in recogniziag that family and
children's needs go beyond the three o'clock bell. The
schools should be encouraged to continue the expansion of
this Izogram and consider when necessary providing
transportation.

STATE POLICIES

Prince George'? County is in critical need of subsidized
child day care funds. Throughout this document, specific
examples have been cited of under funding in this
jurisdiction. As funds are allocated, we hope Prince
George's County will receive Purchase of Care funds in
dirJct proportion to the number of children in need.
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3.- SURVEY RESULTS

a. 122003104On:1n age four through fourteen reside in
Prince George's County. pi these children at least 32,944
have,no fOrkil. or inforial child care arrangement. These
Children are left unattended before and after school and are
in immediate-need of school-age .Child care.

Due-to the heavy concentration of middle and upper income
parents that -responded to this surVeyv-we estimate the
numbers cited0ove to be conservative.

lb., 78% of-the Children age 4-14° haVe_parents that work
outside the box*. This figure seemly to vary in different
geographic areas in the County from-69% to 90%.

-c. School-age children are not using family day care in
great numbers; This resource should be explored to a
greater extent as the number 'of providers increase. The
Public School System..should proVide parents, upon request,
with a referral telephone number for the Department of
Social Services, so parents can obtain lists of registered
providers.

d. Parents are overwhelmingly in favor of school based
child care. Parents wieh to keep their children in one safe
place all,day. Regardless of age, they want this school
based care to be affordable.

Several parents of disabled children discussed their need
for school based care and how difficult finding care is for
their children.

e. Parents are currently paying $36.48 for one child. When
a faMily has more than one child, or an infant, the families
feel the crunch and are quite verbal about the expense.

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

This aection,prepared by Gene Lewis, Commission For Children
and Youth, is-based upon -1980. Census Data. At this writing
the, data is nine years old. Much has changed in the last
telryears in TriS*Georgels County. Where the County
schools suffered: a _decline in -enrollment ,during'the 1970's
and early. 19801s, 'We** _seeinga steady increase of
children:.retdrning to the schoOls. 'Projections in the 1980
CensuS-Were-eStimated'tO be at-least 4.4% beloW_ the
actUal;poinon. With the groWth in our Codnty the
availability of Child-care services will be greatly
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CONCLUSION

.Orince-Georga's County has a critical need for school-age
"child Care services for children, ages four through fourteen.
324944-children have no supervision before or after school.
All too often we read of tragedies occurring to these
latchkey children. This County has the service models in
place. At this point we just need to the expand current
6erviCea.

The ComMission for Children and Youth will continue to
,advocate for the well being and safety of all our children,
youth, and families. We plan to work with involved County
and State agencies to ensure expanded child care services to
children.
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Commission for Children and Youth

9201 Basil Court

Landover, MD 20785

1. What age is your child (children)

2. Your child (children) is:

number of girls number of boys

3. What are your current arrangements for before
and/or after school care for each child?

day care center
neighbor
relative
hoke alone
registered family
day care provider

4. How satisfied are you with this

very satisfied
somewhat satisfied
somewhat dissatisfied

sitter in the home
brother or sister
care in the home
recreation center
other (please

specify)

arrangement?

dissatisfied
no opinion

5. Compared with your current arrangements, what type
of care would you prefer for your child?

6. What are the barriers (if any) you have experienced
to using the child care you prefer?

expense
difficulty finding
care
low quality care

other

31

none
distance from
home
transportation
child does not
want service



7. What could the local or State government do to ease
the barriers (if any)?

8. What are your anticipated school-age child care
needs in the near future?

9. What hours do you work?

Your spouse? (if applicable)

What is your family income?

less than $5,000
$5,000 1- $9,999
$10,000-- $14,999
$15,000 - $19,999
$20,000 - $24,999
$25,000 - $34,999
$35,000 - $49,999
$50,000 or over

10. What hours do you need child care services?

11. What are you currently paying for child care per
week? per child?

12. Would you be willing to pay more for the type of
child care you prefer?

Reminder: Please return tally. Thank youl
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HOUSE SILL No. 1071
(71r1961) Fl

Introduced by Delegates Mirk, Young. Boston, N. Murphy, Hughes.

Oaks, 'Harrison, Rawlings, Anderson, Fulton, Cummings,
Montague, Mareeennom-MacKinnon, Callas, Lawlah, Jones, Exum.

and Currie

Read and Examined by Proofreader:

Proofreader.

Proofreader.

Sealed with the Great Seal and presented to the Governor,

for his approval this day of

o'clock, N.

Speaker.

1 AN ACT concerning

2 EducationSchool- Age Child Care Selivery-Plan Needs Assessment

3 FOR the purpose of establishing peograms-of-befeee-and-aftee
4 sehool--day--ceee--en--the--publie--schools--in--the--Stater

requiring counties to develop a schoel- age child care
service delivery -plan needs assessment thit includes certain

7 elements: requeeingn--each--Teounty--,to---appotnt---plan
coordiAakerst specifying certain groups that the plan

9 copedinitees--ar ,count is' required:to involve or are is
10 permitted to invo ve in the planningpeaces, neeai

11 assessment;. iteguikka, .tke development- el cea
12- Atcostationcv requiring the avernor to appoint a school-
13 aim 'child care planner coordinator, who shall perfori
14 ceitairLieivicess specifyini7i7EPTIN date for submitting
15 complete: plans- to the - Governor and the General Assembly:
16 aethoe*sinv_the=Sovernoe-to-provide--certaia--fends--t--the

EXPLANATION: 'CAPITALS; INDICATE RATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAM.
IllieCketiFindicate.matter deleted from existing law.
Underlininellidicates'amendienti-to bill.
Stetkfrout indicitei iittet,steickeh-from the bill by
aMendmeht:Wdeleied frpl the-lau.by amendment.
leeipt:deee44%0Opo4ite chaabeiliconieeence committee

34
(A.



2 MOOSE SILL No. 1071

I conntits--tmdevelopstevicest-defining-etetahn-terast and
2' generally relating to school: age child care delivery- -plans
3 needs assessment.

4 SY adding to

4 Article---ilducathen
6 Section"97411=01--eheongh ?-48-$S-4-4D-447-ineleshweo-to-be
7 lindeithe -nei.;ssbtitle-"SailiIi7-4ST---Scheel; -Age
-8 ehh1d4iet=841ivery-Peogram Plan-Needs-Assessment"
9- Annotatedeedi-!effkariland
10 09$S7Replecement7V01tme-ind-19$6-9spplementt

11 -AAtiete,491-0itice iOn Ckitdnen and Youth
12 Section-4A:- :

13- tuailerCode. of( Man land
-14 11946ReNtacement Volume)

IS Preamble

16 WHEREAS7=-A--vast--numbee--01 !am Marylandchildren-need
17 nonparental-sopervised-eare-befeet--=iiid--aftee:--senne17--doeing
Is hetieleysT-and-doriel-vseattefts:-a43

19 WHEREAS= the -erond-,toward-poblie-school-pengeams-fee-4-year
20 mid-childeen-is-likely-te-etssIt-itnyoungte--latchkey--chadeent
21 and-

22 WSEREASIMaryland--chtitsenswho -work -shoold-have-access -te
23 gealitye-effordable-chiad-caee-aerangements-fee--the--sipervisien
24 and-nseturance-ef-school--age-chhIdeent-nowe-thereforeo

2S SECTION 1. SE IT ENACTED SY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
26 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

27 Article---Sdocathen 490 - °Wee lo4 Chitdnen and Youth

2$ SEIVITIDS-4ST--$$H001:---ASe-filihS-EARS-SUIVERY-PRO6RAK
29 PLARTNEEBS-ASSESSMINV

30 9-4S-Ols 4A.

31 thtSN-91116-$11SVITIDS-SHE-PObb0NINS-WORSS-HAVS-TSS--MEANiNSS
32 smeleAvssl.

33 tit --aellibliaMEANSA-ERIbb-OP-AT-bEAST-4-YEARS-014-ANS-NST
34 MGRS-?!M-14-VEARS-ObST

3S tet--aPLANa-MEANS-A-SGHOOLD-A6S-elifble-fARE--$21VIES--SE6SVERS
36 PLANT

37 7-48-12:



DOUSE BILL No. 1071 3

00-..THERS---407A-PROGRAM-OP-WOOU-A6E-EHM-EARE-SERVIFE-IN

2 VHE-PBBk1B14fHO9aS.M.VHIS-STAIBT

3 illt7-4A0174011N4V-SHAbb--,EVUOP--A--SeHeeb--A$B--OH114--BARB
4 SERVICIAIBIRVERVI4ANT

S
6 DEPAR
7
$ kwo-ArTsx -SCHOOL' CNILDT.Alit SERVICES

9

10
11
12'

13

14

15

16

17

1$

19

20

21

22

23
24

25
26

27

2$

29
30 OP-eemmexess

31 tiVI--THE-BOAIDIVION-POR-11011-11AMBHAPPEOT

32 (IV) GROUPS REPRESENTING THE HANDICAPPED;

33 (V) COMMUNITY-BASED YOUTH AGENCIES; AND

34
(VI) maim RELIGIOUS GROUPS.

A EACH NALL,DEVE P WITILTHE ASSISTANCE Or THE
NIV7

'V
TO CHILDREN410 ARE AT LEASE

44f. 400A11, -pcx-,:coditruALL:xpreitiv,A411A046enrammoilai
WHO=smas465XelmAtx4itiatiepmmit4m4,^ma-puNoms=.11str,temenus
gmtles==wrin-,?HE IN-Tilt:DEVELOPMENT OUTHEHNEEDS

ASSESSMENTTHE-SERVICESI;OF4---

(I) -THE'POBLiC SCHOOL SYSTEM;

(II) THE OARiSAND.RECREATION.AGENCY:

-(III) THE PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY:

(IV) THE SOCIAL SERVICE:DEPARTMENT;

(V) THE VOBBH-CHILDREN'S-COUNCIL;

(VI) COMMUNITY _COLLEGESs,

(VII) THE ELECTED GOVERNING BODY;

(VIII) THE PUBLIC ,LIBRARY SYSTEM; AND

(IX) THE :own AND PLANNING AGENCY.

fit,--THE=OIDAN-BOORBINA#0B--SRASU--ATVEKPV--90--INVOLVE

PRIVATE-ORSAMATIONS-INVHB-PLANNINS-PROFESS;-INONBINO:

12) IN PRFIUING THE NEEDS ASSESSMENT. THE COUNTY

SHALL CONSULT WITH:

(I) CHILD CARE PROVIDERS;

(II) PARENT GROUPS 7-INCIAINNO-VHS-PVA;

(III) BUSINESS GROUPS 7-imemme--tim--exAmem



,4, SOUSE HILL No. 1071

,-42-4/ET

EAell4bAN.,SHAbb74NebVIWPROPASA6S-PORT IC) IN PREPARING THE
3 NEEDS ASSESSMENT, THE,COUNTY SHALL CONSIDER:

II) A'DESIoN FORA SAFE 'ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN;

(2) AOTIVITItS, DESIGNEDIO MEET A CHILD'S INDIVIDUAL
PHYSICAL. SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL; AND` INTELLECTUAL NEEDS;

13) 10MPREHENSIVE YEAR-ROUND PROGRAMMING FOR THE
'FOLLOWING TIMES:

3 (I) BEFORE: AND AtTM:SCHOOL;

IO (II) A SCHOOL HOLIDAY;

11 (:II) A DAY WHEN SCHOOL IS CLOSED FOR WEATHER
12 OR SUMMER VACATION.

1-3 (4) A-p6AN-70-IMPbENEN0 IMPIAMENTIN0 IMPbERENATI0N-0P
14 RECOmm6104r10mSJO- 1mPLEmEwr s 3 -10t or fossmini iNt
1S' DUCATIA ARTICLI:

.6 fit.,4710bAN-80:8118 VOE OP SOH0012-00SES-AND-OTHER-60EAb
TRANSO0PTAT*6*=-SEWEISf4f7TRANSF40?-6(fE9PEN-Te-AN0-FR6M-ENI60

10 OARE-,PR06RAMS-ANW-APISR-SEHOOli-AOVIV61111St

19 161 A-RIVI0W-0E-LOCAL ZONING LAWS THAT AFFECT THE
20 DEVELAPMENTOt Tim PLANS

21 f2f-4APORNAVION-FOR-INFORMINd-PANENTS-ON-6P-VNB-VAN2
22 -0P-SeH006:=A0VEHII.0-0ARZ-SERVIZIWAMF--

23 4413:,40--4-P5AN.-POR---0111---8SVAIMISHMINV---OF ta
14 161 TRAINING-OPPORTUNITIES FOR.PROVIDERS OF CHILD -CARES ; AND

2S 14f--AbISRNAV4VE
EN

01 171 APPROPRIATE FUNDING
26 MECHANISMS POR-IMPbERSINd-THE=PLAN.

.27 8-4844 9;411-89i

28 11')i THE_ GOVERNOR SHALL APPOINT A CHILD CARE PhANNER
29 coma-aro* WHO SHALL:

30 (1) PROVIDE INFORMATION TO COUNTIES CONCERNING CHILD
31 CARE NEEDS:

32 12) 011V2110t---001001.1NBS--AND PROVIDE GUIDANCE AND
33 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO EACH COUNTY;

34 13) 1411414Si A STAMIO8---NETWORK----OP----PLAN
3s eeemOot000 'LIAISON PITH EACH COUNTY AGENCY DESIGNATED TO
36 'CONDUCT THE NEON ASSESSMENT; AND



HOUSE BILL No. 1071

1 (4) COORDINATE EFFORTS WITH STATE AGENCIES TO
2 INCREASE AWARENESS OF LOCAL CHILD CARE ISSUES: AND

3 (51 REVIEW 40 REPORT ON RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE
4 IMPLEMENTATTN-UT-THE-Fra.

S 9-411-0 9=4B-414v

6 !At 11 EACH COUNTY S? LL SUBMIT A - -PLAN ITS NEEDS
/ ASSESSMENrY0 THE GOVERNOR NO LATER THAN JANUARY JULY OCTOBER 1,

$ 19$11 AND, SUBJECT TO S 2-1312 OF THE STATE COMMENT ARTICLE,
9 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

10 fllt--tHB-SOVICRHOR-MAII-PROVIOB-FIINBS-6H-THB-BVIMIBV-TO--ASSYST
11 imea-eevwn-te-ernbeP-seavieES-VMER-1-PLANT

12 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall
13 take effect July 1, 1907.

1

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.
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