
DOCUMENT-RESUME

ED- 303-672 CE 051 263.

TITLE 20-Facts on Women Wo4:?.rs. Fact Sheet No. 88-2.
INSTITUTION Women's Bureau (DOL),, Washington, D.C.
PUB DATE 88
NOT 5p.
PUB TYPE Reports --Geneeal (140)

-EDRS PRICE ME01/PC01 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS Adults; Blacks; Demography; *Employed Women;

EmploymentStatisticS;- Entrepreneurship; *Income;
*Labor Force; *Minority-Groups;_'*Mothers; Motivation;
Povertk; Whites

ABSTRACT

This fact. sheet nets 20 interpreted statistics on
-woken _workers. The facts Cover the following data: nuMbet of women=
,workers And their percentage in the labor force; length of time women
are expected to stay in the labor force; racial and ethnic groups in
the labor force; pattrtite-and full!rtiMeemployment; types of
occupations in-WhiCh-women are -employed; unemployment rate of women;
reasons why women work;- percentage of family-income-earned by Working:
wives; women in poverty; education and likelihood-Of working; median
income of women; Women-entrepreneurs; working mothers; and female
headsof families. The data for the fact sheet were takemftom the
Bureau of Labor Statistics "EMPloyMent and Earnings, January l988. "-
(KC)

***********************************************************************

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
*

. from the original document.
********************K***** ***** ****************************************

I



Facts on
Women Workers
U. S. Department of Labor
Office of the Secretary

Women's Bureau
1988

Fact Sheet No. 88-2

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Educatronal Researchand Improvement
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

CENTER IERICI
0 TMs document has been reproduced asreceived from the person or organaabonohgrnatrnp it

.,,OMmor changes have been made to improve
reproduction Quality

Points of view or opinionsstatedinlhis docu,ment do not neceSSsrily represent Ohba'
'OERI POsrbon or crobcy

1. Nearly 54 million women 16 years of age and over wereworking or looking for work in 1987. Ten years earlier,about 41 million women were in the civilian labor force.,Women accounted for more than three-fifths (62 percent)of the increase in the civilian labor force since 1977- -13.0 Million women compared with 7.8 million men..

2. In 1987, 67 percent of all women 18 to 64 years of age,or 50.8 million women,, were in the civilian labor forcecompared with 88 percent of all men in thiS age group.Fifty-six percent of all women 16' years of age and overwere labor force participants.
Participation was highestamong women 35 to 44 years of age; 75 percent of women inthis age group were in the labor force.

3. The average woman worker 16 years of age in 1979-80 couldexpect to spend 29.3 years of her life in the labor force,compared with 39.1 years for a 16-year-old man. White andblack Women could expect to spend 29.6 and 27.8 years,respectively, of their lives in the labor force.
4'. Women accounted for 44.8 percent of all persons in thecivilian labor force in 1987. Among these, half of allblack workers were women; 44.1 percent of all white workerswere women; and 39;,5 percent of all Hispanic workers werewomen.

5. The influx of women into the labor force during the 1970'sand earlT1980's has resulted in nearly equal labor forceparticipation rates among black women, white women, andwomen of Hispanid origin. In 1987, 58.0 percent of blackwomen (6.5 million), 55.7 percent of white women (45.5millon), and 52.0 percent of Hispanic women (3.4 milliOn)were in the labor force. The first time at least50 percent of Hispanic women of working age were in thelabor force was in 1986.

6. About 14 million or 28 percent of all women workers innonagricultural industries held part-tite jobs (less thanC2.) 35 hours a week) in 1987. Seventy-nine percent of the`4o .part-time workers were employed on a voluntary basis.IC) Almost two-thirds (65.2.percent) of all part-time workerswere women.



1. Women ,continue to constitute large proportions of workers in

traditionally female occupations. In 1987 womea represented

80 percent of all administrative support (including
,clerical.). workers., but only about 9 percent of all precision
production, craft, and repair workers. Women were

69 percent of all retail and personal services sales

workers but only 38 percent of al3 executives, managers,

and administrators. There were 15,566 women working as

apprentices in 1987. This was 6.4,percent of all

apprentices.

8. The unemployment rate for all women in the labor force was
6.2 percent in 1987; for women 20 years of age and over, it

was 5.4 percent. Despite reduced population and therefore

less competition, teenagers, especially, blacks. and

Hispanics, experienced very high unemployment rates.

1981 -UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

Teenagers Rate =Adults -(20 years Rate

(16 -19 years) cage and over)

BlaCk men 34.4 Black men 12.9

Black women 34.9 Black women 11.1

Hispanic men 24.5 Hispanic men 7.8

Hispanic women 25,1 Hispanic women 7.7

White men 15.5 White men 4.8

White women 13.4 White women 4.6

Source: U. S. Department of Labor: Bureau of Labor

Statistics, Employment and Earnings, January 1988.

9. Most women work because of economic need. The majority of

women in the labor force 160 percentl in March 1987 were
either-single (25 percent), divorced (12 percent), widowed
(4 percent), separated (4 percent), or had husbands whose

1986 earnings were less' than $15,000 (15 perCent).

10. Wives in the labor force contribute substantially to family

income. In March 1987, 56 percent Of married couple
families had wives in the paid labor force as Compared with

40 percent in March 1972. In 1986 the median income of

married couple families with the- wife in the paid labor

force was $38,346 compared with $25,803 for those without

the wife in the paid labor force.

11. Women represented 63 percent of all persons 16 years old and

over with poverty level incomesin 1986. The poverty rate

of all persons in families maintained by women with no
husband present was 34.2 percent; for related children in
those tamilies it was 54.4 percent. There were 3.6 million
families maintained by women (no husband present) that had

incomes. below the poverty level in 1986.
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12.. The,more education a woman has, the greater the likelihood
:The will seek employment. Among women 25 to 54' years of age
with 4 or more years of college in March 1987, 82 percent
were in the labor force. Among women of the same age group
with less than 4 years'of high school, 70 percent were in
the labor force in.March_19.87,..

13. The median income-of women who worked year round, full time
in._ 1986- was $16,,843 and $25,894 'for men. Geographically,
women who resided the western and northeastern sections
of the United States had slightly higher median incomes than
those living in the southern and midwestern portions of the
country in 1986.

1986 MEDIAN EARNINGS
YEAR - ROUND, FULL-TIME WORKERS

All women $16,843 All men- $25,894

White women 17,101 "White men 26,617
Black women 14,964 Black men 18,766
Hispanic women 14,191 Hispahic men 17,008

Source: U. S. Department Of Commerce: Bureau of the
Census, Money Income and Poverty Status of Families and
Persons in the United States: 1986 (Advance data from the
March 1987 Current. Population Survey).

14. The median income of female high school graduates (with no
college) working year round, full time in 1986 was somewhat
higher than that of fully employed men who had completed
less than 8 years of elementary school--$15,947 and $14,485,
respectively. In 1986 women with 4 yeart of college
education had a median income below that of men who had only
a high school diploma--.$22,412 and $24,701, respectively.

15. Women are still heavily concentrated in low paying jobs.
Thus, the average woman earns 65 cents for every dollar
earned by the average man when both work year round, full
time. According to 1987 median weekly earnings data, the
five most lucrative, occupations for women are: lawyers,
physicians, engineers, personnel and labor relations
managers, and computer systems analysts and scientists.

16. More women are choosing to be entrepreneurs--starting their
own businesses. The number of women-owned businesses in the
United States rose from 1.9 million in 1971 to 3.3 million
in 1983. Women's share of all nonfarm sole proprietorships
rose fromCnearly 23 perdent in 1977 to 28 percent in 1983.



17. The 33 million women: with children under age 18 had a labor
force-participation rate of 64.7 percent in March 1987.
About 57\percent of mothers with preschool children
(8.9 million mothers) were labor f0rce participants in
March-1987:-

18. Abot; 33 million children, (55.8 percent) under age-18 had
working mothers in March 1987. Ten million children, under
age 6 (48.7 percent) had morking mothers in March 1987.

a9. In 1986 women maintained 51 percent of all poor families.
They maintained: 75 percentof poor black families,
including, 3.2 million related childten; about 49 percent of
Hispanic families, including 1.2 million related children;.
and 42 percent of poor white families, including 3.5 million
related children.

20. Women are maintaining an increasing proportion of all
families (16.6 percent in 1987),. In white families, women
maintained 13Tercentl in black families, 43 percent; and in
Hispanic families, 23 percent. Slightly More than two
fifths (42 percent) of-the 3.8 million increase in family
households between 1980 and 1986 was attributable to
families maintained by women. In contrast, between 1940 and
1960, families maintained by women accounted for only 8
percent of the increase in the number of families. The
majority of these lone parent women are in the labor force.

FAMILIES MAINTAINED BY WOMEN, MARCH 1987

Number of
Families

Percent of
Families

Labor Force
Participation Rate

of Family Head

Total' 10,896,000 16.6 62-3

White 7,583,000 13.5 63.8

Black 3,042,000 42.3 58.5

Hispanic
Origin 1,069,000 23.9 50.9

Components will not sum to total because data for the
"other races" group are not presented separately and
Hispania's are included in both the white and black
population groups.

Source: U. S. Department of Labor: Bureau of Labor
Labor ,Statistics, Employment and Earnings, January 1988.


