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Results from the 1986 Survey of In-
mates of State Correctional Facilities
indicate that inmates report high levels
of drug use prior to the commission of
the crime for which they were incar-
cerated. In the month before their
current offense, 43% of State prison
inmates were using illegal drugs on a
daily or near daily basis; 19% were
using a major drugheroin, methadone,
cocaine, PCP, or LSD--on a daily or
near daily basis.

Many inmates, however, began to use
drugs, particularly major drugs, only
after their criminal careers had already
started. Half of inmates who had ever
used a major drug and three-fifths of
those who had ever used a major drug
regularly did not o so until after their
first arrest.

Other findings i:sclude the following:

In 1986, 35% of State prison inmates
reported that they were under the in-
fluence of drugs at the time they com-
mitted their current offense, compared
with 32% in the 1979 survey.

Inmates were more likely to report
they were under the influence of co-
caine but less likely to report using
heroin at the time of the offense than
in earlier surveys. Marijuana or hashish
was the drug most frequently used at
the time of the offense.

Almost 80% of inmates had used
drugs at some time in their lives; 52%
had used a major drug.

This Special Report examines the
links between illegal drug use and
criminal activity among State
prison inmates in the period before
they were incarcerated. Past
studies have shown that a high
degree of drug use is common
among offenders. This report
expands our understanding of the
relationship between drugs and
crime by examining in greater
detail the histories of drug use and
addiction among State prisoners,
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their employment patterns, and their
participation in drug treatment
programs.

The report, based upon data from
the 1986 survey of State prison in-
mates, should be of use to criminal
justice policymakers, practitioners,
and researchers. We gratefully
acknowledge the cooperation of
State prison officials who made the
survey possible.

Steven R. Schlesinger
Director

White inmates and female inmates
were somewhat more likely than others
to have been regular users of major
drugs at some time in the past.

Among State prison inmates who had
used drugs, about half began their use
by age 15.

A large majority of inmates (81%)
were not daily users of a major drug in
the month before the offense for which
they were sentenced to prison. About
one-seventh (13%) of inmates seem to
fit the pattern of drug addicts who
committed crimes for gain.

About 65% of inmates reported that
they had never been regular users of a
major drug, and an additional 21% be-
gan such regular use after their first
arrest.

Of State prisoners 'Mc) were sen-
'enced for robbery, burglary, larceny
or a cog offense, half were daily drug
users, and about 40% were under the
influence of an illegal drug at the time
they committed the crime. These pro-
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portions were higher than those report-
ed by inmates convicted of other crimes.

The greater an offender's use of
major drugs, the more prior convictions
the inmate reported: Less than 13% of
those who had never used a major drug
had six or more prior convictions,
compared to nearly 30% of daily users
of major drugs.

Users of major drugs were substan-
tially more likely than nonusers to
report that they received income from
illegal activities during the time they
were last free (48% vs. 10%).

Twenty-eight percent of inmates
reported a past drug dependency. The
drugs most frequently mentioned were
heroin (14%), cocaine (10%), and mari-
juana or hashish (9%).

Thirty percent of inmates reported
that they had participated in a drug
treatment program at some time-12%
more than once. About half of the in-
mates who had participated in a pro-
gram had received their most recent
treatment while they were incarcerated.



Introduction

In 1974, 1979, and 1986, the Bureau
of Justice Statistics (BJS) sponsored
surveys of nationally representative
samples of inmates of State correc-
tional facilities. The Census Bureau
carmd out the data collection in each
survey. Inmates interviewed totaled
9,040 in 1974, 11,937 in 1979, and
13,711 in 1986. In each survey, inmates
were asked about their background,
employment, criminal history, and drug
and alcohol imp and, in 1986, about
their victims.' (For details of sampling
and estimation, sew Methodology.)

This report, based primarily on the
1986 survey, examines the relationship
between drug use and criminal behav-
ior. A previous report using the 1986
data indicated that the extensive crimi-
nal histories many prison inmates re-
port are often matchgd by equally long
histories of drug use. Drug use anumg
inmates ranged in seriousness from oc-
casional past use to daily use in the
month prior to committing their cur-
rent offense. A second dimension of
the seriousness of an offender's drug
use involved the type of drug used. In
this report, heroin, methadone, cocaine,
LSD, and FCP are classified as major
drugs based on their addictive nature,
high cost, and the legal penalties for
their use and sale. The distinction
between "major" and "other" drugs is
mole for analytical purposes and is not
aliment to imply that use of "other"
drugs is not also a serious problem.

The past involvement by prison
inmates in the use of drugs or alcohol
has also been found in previous surveys
of inmktes and in tests of persons ar-
rested. ° The level of drug use par-
ticularly appears to far exceed that,
reported by the general population.'
This implies that the illegal use of
drugs is frequently associated with
other types of criminal activity, such as
robbery and burglary.

hror analysis of previous inmate surveys, see
Profile of State Prison inmates, LEAA National
Prisoner Statistics Special Report, NCJ-58257,
August 1979; Prisons and Prisoners BJS Bulletin,
NCJ-101117, January 11112; Examining Recidivism,
BJS Special Report, NCJ-985111, February 1985.

=Set Wilt of State Prison inmates. 1958, BJS
Special Report, N0J-109928, January 1918.

SSG* Prisoners and AloolwL BJS Bulletin, NC:1-
'1225: January 211131M111MUISMEMb BJs
Bulletin, NCJ-17575, March 1913; National Institute
of Jurtlee, ifilliemb no. 201 (MaroWApril 1160),
PP. 84.
Ogee Resort to the Nation on Crime and Justices

oPtimBureau of Justice Statistics, NCJ-
rsh 1155, p. 50; National SWINGY of Drug

lawns Main Findints. 1912 (Washington, D.C.:
National institute on Drug Abuse, 1913).

Concern over the use of drugs and a
belief that such use leads to criminal
activity has long been an issue in
American society. Even before Federal
legislation was enacted in 1914 to con-
trol narcotics and other drugs, observ-
ers had noted the apparent associapon
of drug use with criminal activity.°
Drug abuse was believed to encourage
criminal behavior in several ways. It
reduces inhibitions or stimulates ag-
gression and interferes with the ability
to earn legitimate income. Further,
laws to control drugs and the subse-
quent emergence of illegal trafficking
may directly increase crime because
persons who develop a dependence on
an illegal drug need a substantial
income to pay the higher black market
prices for them. In addition, crimes
such as extortion, aggravated assault,
and homicide are frequent byproducts
of illegal drug trafficking.

An alternative view of the relation-
ship between drugs and crime holds that
drug use does not directly cause criminal
behavior, but the same circumstances
that might lead a person to begin com-
mitting crimes may also contribute to
the development of drug habits. For
example, social conditions, including
poverty and discrimination, may limit
opportunity and reduce an individual's
investment in society, leading to both
drug abuse and criminal behavior. Also,
some people enjoy taking risks and are
willing, for whatever reason, to violate
laws or norms, or they seek possessions
or experiences that are not available by
legitimate means. The use of drugs,
especially on a regular basis, may not
occur among such persons until after
they have begun a career of criminal
activity. Drug use may thus be only

5H. Wayne Morgan, Drugs in America: A Social
History. 1800-1980 (Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse
University Press, 1981).

part of a more general lifestyle that
also includes other types of criminal
activity.

The BJS inmate surveys provide a
substantial body of data for assessing
the nature of the relationship between
crime and drug use. The following
analysis examines in detail the reports
given by prison inmates of their drug
use histories and the onset of drug use
relative to the beginning of criminal
careers. This analysis indicates that
for some prison inmates drug use began
prior to other criminal activity and may
have contributed, either by lowering
inhibitions or by generating a need for
money, to a developing criminal ca-
reer. For many others, drug use, par-
ticularly regular use of a major drug,
started only after their criminal ca-
reers had begun.

Patterns of drug use
before current incarceration

Inmates in State prisons reported a
relatively high level of drug use prior to
their current incarceration. In 1986
more than a third of the inmates re-
ported that they were under the influ-
ence of a drug when they committed
their current offense (table 1). This is
similar to the level reported in the 1979
inmate survey, but it is noticeably high-
er than that found in 1974. Marijuana
or hashish was the most frequently
mentioned illegal drug in recent sur-
veys, but significant shifts havt oc-
curred among the major drugs.
Inmates in 1986 more often reported
that they were under the influence of
cocaine, while in 1979 heroin was the
major drug most often mentioned.

5Huhish is a derivative of marijuana, containing
the same active ingredient, THC.

Table 1. State prison inmates under the influence of drugs, by type
of drug at the time of the surreal offense, 1974, 1979, sad 19118

Type of drug

Percent of all inmates who were
under the influence of drug
at the time of the offense

1974 1979 1988

Any drug

Major drvg
Cocaine
Heroin
PCP
LSD
Methadone

Other drug
Marijuana or hashish
Amphetamines
Barbiturates
Mithaqualone
Other drugs

25.3% 32.39, 35.4%

1.0% 4.6% 10.7%
16.2 1.7 7.0
-- 2.3 2.2
-- 2.0 1.6
1.7 .7 .8

10.3% 17.6% 18.6%
5.1 5.2 4.2
5.5 6.7 3.3- -- 1.6
3.0 1.6 3.9

Notes Individual drugs may not add to more than one drug.
total under "any drug" because an inmate -indicates that the drug was not asked
may have been under the influenu of about in that year.
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Inmates also reported varying levels
of drug involvement, ranging from nev-
er using any drug to daily use of at
least one of the illegal drugs in the
month before the current offense. Al-
though a fifth of State prison inmates
reported no use of any illegal drug,
four-fifths did report such use, and
almost two-thirds said they had used

an illegal drug regularly in the put
(table 2). (Regular use is defined in the
survey as use of a drug at least once a
week for a month.) Over half (52.3%)
had used at least one drug in the month
before the current offense, and 42.6%
were using it on a daily or near
daily basis. These patterns differed
slightly by race, with whites more

Table 2. Deur use history of State prison inmates, by rue and se:, 1984

Percent of all inmates who:

Used dr
in the month

Never Anytime Regularly before the offense
used drugs in the put in the past At all Daily

Any drug' 20.4% 79.6% 63.4M 52.3% 42.6%

Race
White 20.0% 80.1% 65.0% 53.9% 44.8%
Black 20.8 79.2 62.0 50.9 40.7
Other 19.8 80.1 62.8 49.8 38.8

Sex
Male 20.0% 80.0% 63.8% 52.6% 42.8%
Female 28.0 72.0 57.8 47.0 39.3

Major drugs' 47.6% 52.4% 35.1% 24.7% 11.8%

Race
White 43.2% 56.8% 31.9% 2:..5% 19.3%
Black 52.5 47.6 32.7 .3.0 17.9
Other 44.1 55.9 35.1 24.0 17.5

Sex
Male 47.7% 52.3% 35.6% 24.5% 11.3%
Female 46.1 53.9 40.0 294 24.3

°includes major drugs (see note b) and bincludes cocaine, heroin, PCP, LSD, and
marijuana or hashish, amphetamines, UM-
turates, methaqualone, and all other drugs.

methadone.

Table 3. Drug we by State prison inmates, by conviction offense, 11411

Conviction offense

Percent of inmates convicted of each offense who:

Were under the
influence of a drug
at the time
of the offense

Had used
a drug dilly
in the month
before the offense

All offenses

Violent offenses

Murder
Manslaughter
Rape
Sexual assault
Robbery
Assault
Kidnaping
Other violent offenses

Property offenses

Burglary
Arson
Auto theft
Fraud
Larceny
Stolen property
Other property offenses

Drug offenses

Possession
Trafficking
Other drug offenses

Public-order offenses

Weapons
Other public-order offenses

Other offenses

35.3%

33.4%

28.3
20.0
32.0
24.9
41.9
21.6
37.2
31.8

38.7%

42.8
30.6
33.6
29.2
39.1
29.7
33.4

42.7%

42.8
42.3
49.6

25.1%

19.4
27.2

26.7%

42.7%

39.2%

34.1
23.4
34.3
24.5
50.3
34.4
44.3
31.0

48.4%

52.3
39.1
46.0
37.8
49.2
42.9
32.1

51.4%

49.6
52.4
51.0

33.3%

26.8
35.8

25.3%

*Mast serious offense for which the inmate was Sentenced to prison.
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likely to report daily use than blacks or
members of other races. Males were
also more likely to report regular use
and daily use than were females when
all drugs are considered.

Examining the pattern of major drug
use provides a different picture. These
drugs--heroin, methadone, cocaine,
LSD, and PCP--are the ones most often
mentioned as contributing t.. other
criminal activity. More than half of
the inmates had used a major drug
sometime in the put, and 36% had used
one on a regular basis. Among all
inmates, 25% reported using a major
drug In the month before the cur-
rent offense, and 19% said they were
using one or more of the major drugs on
a daily basis in that month. White in-
mates were still more likely than blacks
and those of other races to report use
of a major drug. Female inmates, how-
ever, were more likely than males to
report use when the questions were
limited only to the major drugs. Nearly
30% of female inmates reported use of
a major drug in the month before their
offense, and almost a quarter said they
were using one or more major drugs on
a daily basis.

Drug use and current offense

The most serious drug users, inmates
who were under the influence of drugs
at the time of the offense or reported
daily use of drugs, were most likely to
have committed a crime for gain (table
3). More than 4 in 10 inmates serving
sentences for robbery or burglary were
under the influence of an illegal drug,
and over half of each group reported
daily use of illegal drugs in the month
before the current offense. Only drug
offenses such as possession or traf-
ficking had a similar percentage com-
mitted by a person who was under the
influence or a Jelly user of drugs.
Nonetheless, significant proportions of
those convicted of violent crimes not
associated with monetary gain were
also under the influence of drugs at the
time of the offense-for example,
28.6% of those convicted of assault and
32% of those convicted of rape.



Table 4. Likelihood of major drug use
for State prison !mates, by offense, 188$

Percent of Inmates who
had used a major drug

Conviction daily In the month before
offense the current offense

All offenses 18.6%

Drug offenses 30.1%
Property offenses 21.9
Violent offenses 15.6
Public-order offenses 13.0
Other offenses 7.8
Drug possession 30.8%
Drug trafficking 30.0
Other drug offenses 25.9
Larceny 24.9
Burglary 23.3
Robbery 22.9
Kidnaping 20.5
Fraud 18.9
Auto theft 16.9
Stolen property 16.2
Other violent offenses 16.0
Other public-order offenses 13.9
Arsor 13.5
Murder 12.3
Assault 11.2
Weapons 10.5
Manslaughter 9.2
Rape 9.2
Other property offenses 8.6
Sexual assault 6.2

Note: Major drugs Include cocaine,
heroin, PCP, LSD, and methadone.
*Most serious offence for which the Inmate
was sentenced to prison.

The association of drug use with
specific crimes is more evident if only
daily use of a major drug is examined.
Again, as in the measures above based
on any drug use, persons incarcerated
for crimes for gain were more likely
than others to report using a major drug
on a daily basis (table 4). Other than
those convicted of drug offenses, in-
mates whose current offense was lar-
ceny, burglary, robbery, or kidnaping
most frequently reported daily use.
Fully a fourth of all the inmates who
had used a major drug daily in the
month before the offense had been con-
victed of robbery, and another fifth of
burglary (table 5).

Drug use history and put criminal
activity

The self-reports of inmates regarding
the onset of drug use and regular use
indicate that such use usually began in
the middle-to-late teens. The median
age of inmates at the time of the sur-
vey was 28 years. For the nearly 80%
of inmates who reported having used
an illegal drug at some time in the past,
the median age of first use was 15
years (table 8). Further, for the 62.4%
who reported using a drug on a regular
basis in the past, the median age of
regular use was also 15. More than half
reported having used a major drug, and
more than a third did so regularly. For
these inmates, the median age of first

Table S. Major drug use history of State prison Inmates, by current offense, 199$

Percent of all Inmates who:

Used a major drug
Never Anytime Regularly In the month
used a In in before the offenseConviction offense major drug the past the past At all Daily

All offenses 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Violent offenses 60.1% 52.6% 50.0% 52.0% 45.7%
Murder 13.5 10.0 9.9 10.7 7.4
Manslaughter 4.2 3.0 2.6 2.2 1.6
Rope 5.6 4.0 3.0 3.2 2.1
Sexual assault 6.6 3.7 3.5 1.5 1.5
Robbery 10.6 22.0 19.7 22.8 25.7
Assault 9.1 7.6 8.6 9.9 4.9Kidnaping 1.6 1.8 1.9 1.5 1.9Other violent

offenses 1.0 .7 .7 .3 .7

Property offenses 28.6% 30.6% 34.5% 28.1% 36.5%
Burglary 14.3 17.5 17.8 16.3 20.7
Arson .8 1.3 .5 .3 .5Auto theft 1.5 1.2 1.7 1.0 1.3
Fraud 4.2 2.7 4.4 2.6 3.9
Larceny 5.4 5.0 7.2 5.3 8.1
Stolen property - 1.9 2.1 2.3 2.2 1.7
Other property offenses .6 .7 .6 .2 .2

Drug offenses 4.7% 11.2% 9.7% 15.1% 13.9%
Possession 1.3 4.3 3.1 5.3 4.8Trafficking 3.2 6.4 5.1 9.3 8.7
Other drug

offenses .1 .5 .4 .5 .4

Public-order offenses 5.8% 4.9% 6.3% 4.1% 3.6%
Weapons 1.7 1.2 2.0 1.3 .8
Other public-order

offenses 4.1 3.7 4.3 2.8 2.8

Other offenses .9% .7% .5% .7% .3%

Note: Major drugs Include cocaine, heroin, Most serious offense for which the inmate
PCP, LSD, and methadone. Percents may
not add to totals because of rounding.

was sentenced to prison.

Table 6. Seriousness of drug use and age of onset
for State prison Inmates, by type of drug, 1986

Percent of all Inmates who:

Type of drug
Had ever
used drugs

Had used drugs
regularly

Median age of first:
Use Regular use

Any drug 19.6% 62.4% 15 yrs 15 yrs
Major drug 52.4% 35.1% 17 yrs 18 yrs

Cocaine 43.9 22.2 19 20Heroin 25.2 16.9 18 18
PCP 16.2 5.6 17 17
LSD 22.2 8.3 16 16
Methadone 1.8 2.6 19 19

Other drug 78.0% 57.8% 15 yrs 15 yrs
Marijuana or hashish 76.0 54.5 15 15Amphetamines 30.4 16.2 16 17Barbiturates 37.1 11.9 16 16
Methaqualone 23.0 7.9 17 17
Other drugs 15.4 7.9 17 17

use was 17 years, and the median age of
first regular use of a major drug was
18.

A comparison of the median age at
which drug use commenced and the me-
dian age of the first criminal justice
contact indicees that, on average, use
of any drug preceded first arrest, pro-
bation, or incarceration. While drug
use and regular drug use began at about
age 15, arrests, probations, and incar-
cerations first took place between the

ages of 16 and 19 (table 7). First use of
a major drug tended to occur several
years after use of any drug-17-18
years old. There was little difference
between racial groups on most of these
measures. The exception was use of
major drugs, which occurred about 2
years earlier for whites than blacks.
First criminal justice contacts tended
to occur 3-4 years later among females
than males.



In the month before the offense for
which they were first incarcerated, in-
mates had often begun using illegal
drugs. More than 50% of all inmates
reported they had used drugs just
before their first incarceration, and
36.9% reported regular use (table 8).
However, use of a major drug just be-
fore their first incarceration was much
less prevalent: 22.7% had used a major
drug Just prior to their first incar-
ceration, and 13.8% had used a major
drug regularly in that time. Females
were more likely and whites slightly
more likely to report major use just
prior to first incarceration.

Temporal sequenee of drug use
and first arrest

For most inmates in State prison,
their first criminal justice contact was
an arrest. Based on the year of their
first arrest and their reports of the age
at which they first used drugs, a se-
quence of these events can be recon-
structed. Nearly half of the inmates
appear to have had their first experi-
ences with drugs before their first
arrest: 38.7% reported that they first
used an illegal drug more than a year
before, and another 8.1% the year be-
fore their first arrest (talle 9).
Regular use was lower, but a third of
inmates still reported regular use of an
illegal drug a year or more before their
first arrest.

Major drug use before first arrest,
however, was less common. Only about
11% of inmates reported regular use of
a major drug a year or more before
their first arrest, compared to 65.1%
who reported never regularly using ma-
jor drugs and 20.7% whose regular use
of a major drug began a year or more
after their first arrest. This finding, of
drug use beginning before but major use
developing after the beginning of a
criminal career, is consisteyt with
other research in this area.'

7See B. Green, "Examination of the Relationship
Between Crime and Substance Use in a Drug/Alcohol
Treatment Population," International Journal of
Addiction, vol. 16 (19111), pp. 627-645; J. Incardi,
The War on Drugs: Heroin, Cocaine. Crime, end
Public Policy (Palo Alto, Ca: r.: Mayfield
Publishing Company, 1986).

Table 7. Medan age at first criminal justice contact and
at first drug we for State prison inmate., riss

Median age
All
inmates

Race Sex
White Black Other Male Female

Cris: Mal justice contacts

First arrest
First probation
First incarceration

First drug use

Any drug
First use
First regular use

Major drug
First use
First regular use

17 years
16
19

15 years
15

17 years
18

17 years
16
19

14 years
15

16 years
17

17 years
16

19

15 years
16

18 years
19

17 years
16
19

14 years
15

16 years
18

17 years
16
19

15 years
15

17 years
18

20 years
20
23

16 years
18

18 years
19

*Major drugs include cocaine, heroin, PCP, LSD, and methadone.

Table 11. Drug use prior to first incarceration,
by race and sex, for State prison Inmates, 165$

Percent of all inmates who reported using drugs In the month
prior to the offense that resulted in their first incarceration

All Race Sex

Type of drug use inmates White Black Other Male Female

Any drug
Any use 50.7% 52.4% 49.3% 47.0% 50.8% 47.8%
Regular use 36.9 39.5 34.5 32.6 36.9 36.8

Major drug
Any use 22.7% 24.9% 20.6% 18.4% 22.3% 29.9%

Regular use 13.8 14.6 13.3 10.0 13.5 21.6

Major drugs include cocaine, heroin, PCP, LSD, and methadone.

Table 6. Onset of drug use in relation to first arrest for State prison inmates, 1686

Percent of Inmates who began using drugs:

Before After
first arrest In same first arrest

No
such use
reported'

More year u More
than 1 One first One than 1

Type of drug use All year year arrest year year

An
First use 100% 38.1% 8.1% 10.6% 5.1% 16.7%

First regular use 100 26.1 6.4 8.3 4.8 16.6

Major drugb
First use 100% 14.8% 4.5% 6.0% 4.5% 22.2%
First regular use 100 8.0 2.7 3.5 3.0 17.7

20.7%
37.8

48.0%
65.1

Note: Percents may not add to 100 because koverege between the two tables.
of rounding. "Major drugs include cocaine, heroin, PCP,
'The amounts in this column differ from LSD, and methadone.
those in table 2 because of differences in

5 6



The beginning of regular use of drugs
relative to first arrest varied slightly
by race and sex. Whites were some-
what more likely than blacks to begin
regular use of any drug (29.1% vs.
22.9%) and regular use of a major drug
(9.9% vs. 6.1%) more than a year prior
to thetir first arrest (table 10). Females
were also somewhat more likely than
males to report regular use before their
first arrest. Again, a majority of all
racial groups and both males and fe-
males reported either no regular use or
said they did not begin regular use until
after their first arrest.

The sequence of events can be clari-
fied by examining only those inmates
who reported a particular type and lev-
el of drug use. For example, among the
approximately 355,000 inmates who re-
ported ever having used drug, well
over half clearly did so well before
their first arrest (table 11). A similar
pattern exists among the approximately
279,000 inmates who reported having
used any drug regularly.

The pattern changes, however, when
only users of major drugs are exam-
ined. An estimated 233,000 of the
inmates in State prison in 190 had used
a major drug, but more than half re-
ported that they had not done so un-
til after their first arrest. Of those
who had used a major drug regularly,
nearly three-fifths reported that such
use began after their first arrest-
50.8% not until more than a year after.

These results imply that the pathway
into a criminal career or to the regular
use of drugs may take various forms.
One group of prisoners reported that
they had begun using drugs regularly
before they were first arrested (32.5%,
table 9). However, many inmates in
this group had apparently not used any
of the major drugs regularly until after
that first arrest. A second group of
inmates developed regular drug habits,
but only after their criminal careers
had already begun (21.4%). Finally, a
third group reported no regular use of
illegal drugs. Among the entire popula-
tion, 37.8% said they had never used
any drug regularly, and 65.1% reported
that they had never used a major drug
regularly.

Table lg. Owen of regular dregase, by rase sad sex, for State prison %mates, 1885

Type of
regular drug use

Percent of inmates who began using drums retvierlys
Before
(Ina arrest In same

After
first arrest

More year as
than 1 One first

All year year arrest

More No
One than 1 such use
year year reported.

Any drug
Race

White
Black
Other

Sex
Male
Female

Molar drugb

Race
White
Black
Other

Sax
Mali
Fewest'

100% 29.1%
100 22.9
100 26.4

100% 26.0%
100 25.4

100% 9.9%
100 6.1
100 6.8

100% 7.9%
100 10.9

6.2% 8.8%
6.5 7.8
6.8 5.8

6.4% 8.3%
5.9 8.1

2.9% 4.3%
2.5 2.7
1.5 4.2

2.6% 3.4%
3.9 5.0

4.8% 15.1% 35.9%
4.8 18.3 39.7
4.9 14.3 39.0

4.9% 16.8% 37.5%
3.1 10.5 43.6

3.6% 17.4% 61.9%
2.3 15.0 68.4
Le IL? 66.0

2.9% 17.9% 65.3%
3.2 15.2 80.5

Notes Percents may not add to 100 because
of rounding.
The amounts in this column differ from
thou in table 2 because el differences In

peerage between the two tables.
"Major drugs Include cocaine, heroin, PCP,
LBD, and toothsome.

Table 11. Caret of drug use is relation to first arrest
for drug -suing State prism humans. Ing

Percent of drur-using inmates who used:
Any drier A major drug'When drug use began Ever Regularly Ever Regularly

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Before first arrest

More than 1 year 48.8% 42.0% 21.5% 22.9%One year before

in same year
as first arrest

10.3

13.4%

10.3

13.4%

8.6

11.5%

7.6

10.2%
After first arrest

One year after 6.5% 7.8% 1.7% 8.5%More than 1 year 21.0 28.8 42.7 50.8
Number of cues 355,285 278,864 233,038 156,386

Notes Percent, may not add to 100 because 'Major drugs Include cocaine, heroin, PCP,of rounding. 5D, and methadone.
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''able 12. Daily use of major dnge
for State prison lessatms,
by emayletioe offense, 1985

Type of drug use Percent of
and conviction offense all inmates

Daily use of a
major drug in the month
before the offense

No 81.4%
Vas 18.8%

Conviction ciffense
for dolly until

Crimes for gain 13.0%
Robbery 4.8
Burglary 3.8
Drug trafficking 1.6
Larceny 1.6
Other property offenses 1.3

Violent offenses' 3.7%
Other 1.8%

Motet Percents may not add to totals
because of rounding.
'Excluding robbery.



Hard-core drug use and crime

It is often assumed that drug addicts,
seeking money to support their habits,
commit a great many crimes. Although
the inmate survey of 1986 did not
contain a specific question regarding
drug addiction, it did collect informa-
tion on the type of behavior most likely
to characterize drug addiction: daily
use of a major drug. About four-fifths
of all inmates were not, according to
their self-reports, daily users of a
major drug in the month before their
current offense (table 12). Of the
18.8% who were, most (13% of all in-
mates) were convicted of a crime for
gain such as robbery (4.8%) or burglary
(3.8%). Thus, just under a seventh of
State prison inmates in 1986 seem to fit
the pattern of drug addicts who com-
mitted crimes for gain. From the data
available it is not possible to determine
to what extent the proceeds from these
crimes were used to support a drug habit.

Although daily users of major drugs
were a minority of the inmate popula-
tion in 1986, they may have been re-
sponsible for a disproportionate share
of crimes. Field research with addicts
has shown that they do commit crimes
with a greater frequency than do non-
addicts.° Moreover, data from the
inmate survey show that the degree of
major drug use is related to the number
of prior convictions: the greater the
use of major drugs, the more prior con-
victions the inmate was likely to report
(table 13). For example, more than a
fourth of inmates who had never used a
major drug had no prior conviction,
compared to about a tenth of daily
users. Moreover, less than 13% of non-
users had six or more prior convictions,
compared to nearly 30% of daily us-
ers. Most of those who had used a ma-
jor drug regularly in the put, in the
month before the offense, or daily in
that month had three or more prior
convictions.

5J. Ball et al., "The Day-to-Day Criminality of
Heroin Addicts in Baltimore-A study in the
Continuity of Offense Rates," Drug and Alcohol
Dependences, vol. 12 (1963), pp. 119-142; B. Johnson
et al., Taking Care of Business. The Economics of
Crime by Heroin Abusers (Lexington, Musa
Lexington Books, 1935).

Table 13. Major drug use history aid excwietions for Mate prison inmates, IINS

Percent of all Inmates who:

Used a maim' drug
In the month

Never used Anytime Regularly before the offense
Convictions major drug in the past in the past At all Daily

Prior convictions
As a juvenile only 10.7% 13.3% 0.3% 11.0% LS%
As en adult o, ', 37.0 33.2 38.7 30.7 35.9
Both as juvenile

and as an adult 26.6 37.2 44.2 44.3 45.4

Number of prior
convictions

None 25.7% 16.4% 0.0% 14.0% 9.2%
1 22.0 19.9 16.8 17.2 14.0

2 16.6 17.4 18.7 13.8 18.1
3-5 22.3 26.0 31.4 20.9 30.4
6-10 LS 13.5 16.5 15.2 10.2

11 or more 3.7 . 6.0 9.8 10.9 11.3

Note: Major drug Include cocaine, heroin, PCP, LOD, and methadone.

Table 14. Employment by major drug use history for Mate prison inmates, 1988

Percent of all Inmates who:

Used a molar drug
Employment status In the month
In year before Never used Anytime Regularly before the offense
Incarceration major drug In the past In the past At all Daily

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Employed 73.4% 67.9% 67.5% 67.0% 60.0%

Full-time 61.6 54.5 56.7 59.0 49.5

Part-time 11.0 13.3 10.0 10.0 10.6

Unemployed 26.6% 32.1% 32.5% 31.0% 40.0%
Looking for work 16.5 19.8 18.9 16.9 19.8

Not looking for work 10.1 12.4 13.7 14.1 20.2

Note: Major drugs Include cocaine, cents may not add to totals because of
heroin, PCP, LSD, and methadone. Per- rounding.

Table 15. Income spunk, by major drug um history for Mate prison inmates, MS

Percent of all Inmates who:

Used major drug
In the month

Nev.* used Anytime Regularly before the offence
Source of income ..valor drug In the put in the past At all Daily

Wages or salaries 85.3% 05.2% 83.3% 84.5% 77.3%

Benefits 22.3 21.4 25.9 22.1 22.0

Family or friends 23.3 30.5 25.1 29.6 30.5

Wept income 9.6 23.4 27.9 35.5 47.6

Other Income source 4.0 4.0 4.1 3.6 31

Notes income source refers to any source of 100 because more then one source of Income
Income during the year before the current could be mentioned by each Inmate.
Incarceration. Percents add to more than

Drug use and employment

The impact of a regular drug habit on
the addict's ability to maintain a
legitimate income es well as the high
cost of many illegal drugs may incline
addicts to engage in criminal activity
for funds to support their habits. Ac-
cording to the inmate reports, users of
major drugs, especially daily users,
were least likely to have been employed
and most likely to have been both un-
employed and not seeking work (table
14). Further, use's of major drugs were
substantially more likely than nonusers
to report that they received income

from illegal activities during the time
they were last free (table 15). While
less than 10% of those who never used a
major drug reported illegal income,
47.6% of daily users of a major drug
said they had received some part of
their income from illegal sources.



Drug treatment programs

A final issue in the area of drug use
and crime is the potential role of treat-
ment intended to stop addiction or
abuse. Inmates in 1986 were asked if,
in their own view, they had ever been
dependent on a drug in the past; 27.8%
said that they had (table 16). The
median age given by inmates for their
first drug dependency was 18 years.
The two moat commonly discussed
major drugs, cocaine and heroin, were
also the most often identified as the
illegal drug of dependency. However,
inmates were almost as likely to report
a dependency on marijuana or hashish
(8.8%) as on cocaine (10%). Consistent
with other results reported above, de-
pendency was more commonly reported
by white inmates than others and was
more likely among females than males.

About 3 in 10 inmates had partic-
ipated in a treatment program (table
17). Many of these inmates had been in
treatment more than once-11.7% of
the total inmate population had been
treated two or more times. About half
of those who had ever been in treat-
ment had received their most recent
treatment while incarcerated; 6.2% of
inmates were in treatment at the time
of the survey.

Methodology

The survey of State prison inmates is
designed and sponsored by the Bureau
of Justice Statistics, with data col-
lection carried out by the Bureau of the
Census. The sample design employed is
a stratified two-stage selection with
the probabilities proportional to
the size of the correctional facility.
The sample is selected independently
from two frames, one for males only
and a second to allow an oversample of
females. Within each frame, facilities
are stratified by type (prison versus
community corrections facility) and by
census region. In the second stage,
interviewers visit each selected facility
and select a sample of inmates using
predetermined sampling procedures. In
1979, 11,3:? interviews were conducted
at 215 prisons with a selected sample of
about 12,000. In 1986, 13,711 inter-
views were conducted at 275 facilities
from a sample of about 15,000.

Based on these interviews, estimates
of the entire inmate population were
developed that used a weighting factor
derived from the original probability of
selection in the sample. This factor
wm then adjusted for variable rates
of nonrexponse and with two different
ratio adjuaments. The first accounts

Table IL Past drug dependency by race and mai for State prison inmates, 1186

Percent of all inmates
All

Drug use dependency inmates
Race Sex

White Black Other Male Fe male

Ever dependent on drugs In past 27.8%
Major drug* 20.4%

Cocaine 10.0
Heroin 13.6
PCP 1.7
LSD 1.5
Methadone 1.2

Other drug 14.5%

Marijuana or hashish 8.8
Amphetamines 4.8
Barbiturates 3.4
Methaqualone 1.3
Others 1.4

31.6% 23.7% 28.3% 27.4% 35.8%
22.2% 18.6% 18.4% 20.0% 28.3%
10.4 9.8 9.2 9.8 13.7
14.1 13.1 11.4 13.2 22.0
2.2 1.1 2.0 1.7 1.5
2.7 .3 1.9 1.6 .6
1.7 .8 1.2 1.1 2.9

18.8% 9.9% 17.8% 14.4% 16.1%
10.3 7.1 11.9 9.0 5.9
7.7 1.7 6.2 4.8 6.4
5.3 1.4 5.1 3.4 5.2
2.1 .5 1.9 1.3 1.7
2.2 .5 1.9 1.3 2.3

Notes Dependency data, like drug use data, are
based on self-reports by inmates. Pereelts may
add to more than totals because more than

one drug could be mentioned by each inmate.
Major drugs include cocaine, heroin, PCP, LSD,
and methadone.

for sample effects; the second is
intended to bring tl!! sample population
as closely into agreement PS possible
with the known distribution of the
entire inmate population. All compari-
sons presented in this report are statis-
tically significant at the 95%
confidence level.

Drug use history is based directly on
the responses from inmates. In the
interview, inmates were asked a very
detailed set of questions about each of
10 drugs. Drug use histories were de-
veloped by examining the responses to
all of the 10 sets of questions. The
drugs that were specifically asked
about were heroin or methadone, am-
phetamines and barbiturates (alone or
in combination), methaqualone
(Quaaludes), cocaine, LSD, PCP, and
marijuana or hashish. Previous meth-
odological research indicates that the
self-reports of drug users are a reliable,
source of information on past drug use.'
9See J. Ball, "The Reliability and Validity of
interview Data Obtained from 59 Narcotic Drug
Addicts," American Journal of Sociology, vol. 72
(1967), pp. 650-654; T. Cox and B. Longwell,
"Reliability of Interview Data Concerning Current
Heroin Use from Heroin Addiction Methadone,"
International Journal of Addietign, vol. 9 (1974), pp.
161-165; Z. Amsel et al., "Reliability and Validity of
Self-Reported Illegal Activities and Drug
Use Collected from Narcotic Addicts," International
Journal of Addiction, vol. 11 (1976), PP. 325-536.

The Assistant Attorney General,
Office of Justice Programs, coor-
dinates the activities of the
following program offices and
bureaus: the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, National Institute of
Justice, Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance, Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention, and
the Office for Victims of Crime.
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Table 17. Participation in drug treatment
programs for State prison inmates, 1986

Extent or program Percent of
participation all inmates

Ever participated in
a treatment program

Number of times
in treatment

Once
Twice
3-5 times
6 or more times

In a program in the month
before current offense

Most recent treatment was
while incarcerated

Currently in treatment

29.8%

17.7%
6.5
4.3

.9

3.7%

15.7%

6.2%

Bureau of Justice Statistics
Special Reports are prepared
i:7incipally by BJS staff. This
report was written by Christopher
A. Innes. Susan Kline provided
statistical review. Frank D. Wog
edited the report. Marianne
Zawitz provided assistance on data
presentation. Marilyn Marbrook,
publications unit chief, adminis-
tered report production, assisted
by Yvonne Shields, Christina
Roberts, and Jeanne Harris.

The design and collection of the
data was directed by Phyllis Jo
Baunach, formerly of BJS. Data
collection was carried out at the
Bureau of the Census by Marilyn
Monahan, Susan Schacter-Ryan,
Gregory Wells, and Rita Williamson
under the supervision o' Larry
McGinn, Gertrude Odom, and
Robert Tinari.

July 1988, NCJ-111940



Drugs & Crime Data. Data Center &
Clearinghouse for
Drugs & Crime

Illicit drugs
Cultivation to
consequences

The worldwide drug business

Cultivation & production
Foreign
Domestic

Distribution
Export
Transshipment
Import into U.S

Finance
Money laundering
Profits

The fight against drugs

Enforcement
Border interdiction
Investigation
Seizure & forfeiture
Prosecution

Consumption reduction
Prevention
Education
Treatment

Consequences of drug use

Abuse
Addiction
Overdose
Death

Crime
While on drugs
For drug money
Trafficking

Impact on justice system

Social disruption

The Data Center & Clearinghouse
for Drugs & Cnme is funded by
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and directed by the Bureau of
Justice Statistics of the U.S.
Department of Justice.
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One free phone call can give you access
to a growing data base on drugs & crime
The new Data Center & Clearing-
house for Drugs & Crime is managed
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics.
To serve you, the center will

Respond to your requests
for drugs and cnme data

Let you know about new drugs and
cnme data reports

Send you reports on drugs and crime.

Conduct special bibliographic
searches for you on specific drugs
and crime topics.

Refer you to data on epidemiol-
ogy, prevention, and treatment of
substance abuse at the National
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and nrug
Information of the Alcohol, Drug
Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis-
tration.

Publish special reports on subjects
such as assets forfeiture and seizure,
economic costs of drueLated
crime, drugs and violence, drug laws
of the 50 States, drug abuse and
corrections, and innovative law
enforcement reactions to drugs and
cnme.

Prepare a comprehensive, concise
report that will bring together a nch
array of data to trace and quantify
the full flow of illicit drugs from
cultivation to consequences
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Call now and speak to a specialist
in drugs & crime statistics:

1-800-666-3332
Or write to the Data Center &
Clearinghouse for Drugs & Crime
1600 Research Boulevard
Rockville, MD 20850
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Criminal justice 'hoe Ose.
NCJ101650,12/86

Ma quality polo.* end procedures:
Proceedings of eJIMMARCH
conference, riCJiotesit 12/86

Crime control and criminal records
(BJS special report). NCJ-99176,
10/85

Mate criminal records repositories
(13JSIeslincal report), NCJ-99017.
10/85

D ata quality of calMinal history records,
NCJ-98079,10/85

InIeNigence and InvestWeere records,
NCJ-95787. 4/85

VlotirWvelneeli waisistion: An over
NCJ44305. 12/84

Information polka and came canard
strateglea (SEARCH/CM c: terencO.
NC.13921 10/84

Research enema to criminal Wed°,
data, NCJ - 84164.2/83

Privacy and Juvenile justice moor*
NCJ-84162 1/83

See order form
on last page
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Federal justice statistics
Tha redrel civil WOW swim tea

bulletin), NCJ- 104769.7/87
Employer perceplions of workplace

crime. NCJ - 101861.7/87. SS

Federal offenses and offenders
WS special report*

Preirlel release and detention: The Sell
Reform Act of11164, NW-109929. 2/68

White-collar mime, NCJ - 100876, 9/67
Pretrial release and misconduct, NCJ-

96;32.1/85
8.15 bulletins.

lank ropperv, NCJ-94483, W84
Federal rime law *Astor% NCJ-

92692.2/84
radon* Milos stabstics, NCJ

80814, 3/82

General
ea bulletins and specie! reports.

International Were rates, NCJ- I 10778,
5/88

P ecking offenders, 1984, NCJ-109886,
1/88

S JS telephone contacts '67, NCJ -
102909.12/86

Tracking offenders: White-collar Crime,
NC.J-102887, 11/88

Police employment and expenditure,
NCJ-100117, 2/88

Tracking offenders: The child victim,
NC.195765, 12/84

Tracking offMGers, NCJ91572, 11/83
Victim and witness assistance: New

State lows and the system's
response,. NCJ-87934. 5/83

Report to the Nation on crime and
justice, second edition, NCJ-

105506, 6/88
S JS data report, 11187. NCJ-I 10643,

5/88
S JS annuli report, fiscal 1987.

NCJ-109928, 4/88
Data center i clearinghouse for drugs

crime (brochure), 13C-000092, 2/88
Drugs and crime: A guide to SJS data,

NCJ-109958. 2/88
S ourcebook of Criminal justice statistics,

1966, NCJ- 105287, 9/87
1986 directory of automated criminal

justice Information sytems, NCJ-
102280. 1/87. 520

publications of 1971.64: A topical
blbllogrsphy, T11030012, 10/88. S17 50

W S publications: Selected latent In
microfiche, 1571.54. PR030012,

10/86, 5203 domestic
National surrey of crime severity, NCJ-

96017. 10/85
Criminal victimization of District of

Columbia residents and Capitol Hill
employees, 198243, NCJ-97982,
Summary, NCJ-98567.9/85

DC household victimisation survey data
base:
Chitty implementation.

NCJ-98595, 57 80
Documentation, NCJ-911598. 68 40
User manual, NCJ-98597. S120

140w to gain access to SJS data
(brochure), BC-000022.9/84

BJS maintains the following
mailing lists:

Drugs and crime data (new)
White-collar crime (new)
National Crime Survey (annual)
Corrections (annual)
Juvenile corrections (annual)
Courtslannul)
Privacy and security of criminal
history information and
information policy
Federal atatlstics (=culaa?
BJS buNetins and
(approximately twice a mortrill
Sourcebook of Criminal Justice
Statistics (annual)

To be added to thee* Nets, write to
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/

sox 8000, ROOkviNe, 110"2011150.



To be added to any BJS mailing list, copy
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to:

CI If the mailing label below is
correct, check here and do not
till in name and address.

Name:

Title:

Organization:

Street e box:

Justice Statistics Cle.siringhouse/NCJRS
U.S. Department of Justice
User Services Department 2
Box 6000
Rockville, MD 20850

City, State, Zip:

Daytime phone number: (

Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above)!

Please put me on the mailing list for

Justice expenditure and employ-
ment reportsanc.ual spending
and staffing by Federal/State/
local governments and by func-

(police, courts, etc.)

White-collar crime--data on the
processing of Federal white-
collar crime cases

Privacy and security of criminal
history information and informa-
tion policy- -new legislation;
maintaining and releasing
intelligence and investigative
records; data quality issues

Federal statistics -data describ-
ing Federal case processing, from
investigation through prosecution,
adjudication, and corrections

U.S. Department of Justice

Bureau of Justics Statistics

New!

Li

Juvenile corrections reports-
juveniles in custody in public and
private detention and correction-
al facilities
Drugs anc. crime data sentencing
.7-d time served by drug offend-
ers, drug use at time of erime by
jail inmates and State prisoners,
and other quality data on drugs,
crime, and law enforcement

BJS bulletins and special reports
--timely reports of the most
current justice data

Prosecution and adjudication in
State courts--case processing
from prosecution through court
disposition, State felony laws,
felony sentencing, criminal
defense

Official Business
Penalty for Private Use $300

Li

Li

ri

1

You will receive an
annual renewal card.
If you do rot return it,
we must drop you from
the mailing list.

Corrections reports--results of
sample surveys and censuses of
jails, prisons, parole, probation,
and other corrections data

National Crime Survey reports-
the only regular national survey
of crime victims

Sour( of Criminal Justice
Stat.. t' Ls (annual)--broad-based
data from 150+ sources (400+
tables, 100+ figures, index)

Send me a form to sign up for NIJ
Reports (issucd free 6 times a
year), which abstracts both
private and government criminal
justice publications and lists
conferences and training sessions
in the field.
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