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This first in a series of bulletins on trends and

projections presents past and projected enrollment trends in public
elementary and secondary schools from 1965 to 2000. Enrollments in
regular elementary and secondary schools from- the Center for
Education Statistics' Common Core of Data Survey were used. to develop
the projections. For the remainder of the 1980s and into the 1990s,
total -enrollment will increase in public elementary and secondary
schools. The rising number of annual births since 1977 is expected to
continue the growth in elementary enrollment in the late 1980s and
spur gro.th in secondary enrollment in the 1990s. Technical notes.
two figures, and two tables are included. (MLF)-
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‘ About This Issue —
This is the first in a series of bulletins on
trends and projections in e’ucation. This
bulletin presents past and projected enrollment

trends in public elementary and secondary schools
fram 1965 to-2000.

—

The Center for Education Statistics (CES) projects that for the
remainder of the 1980's and into the 1990's, total erxollment will
increase ir public ‘elementary and secondary schools. The primary reason
for this increase is the rising mmber of anmial births since 1977—the
baby boom. echo: (figure 1). This surge of births will cause increases in
the 5- to 17-year-old population over the next 15 years. These population
increases (which began in 1985) are expected to contirnue the growth in
elementary enrollment in the:late 1980's and spur growth in secondary
enrollment in the 1990's.

As with past national enrollment patterns, the Nation will not
experience enrollment growth uniformly in all States and cammunities.
Growth rates in some States will vary in the late 1980's and into the
1990's.
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Figure 1.——=Number of annyal births:

(Ir; millions) 1940 to 2000
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Total emrollment in the Nation's public schools is expected to

reach 45.3 million by the year 2000, approaching the peak of 46.1

million experienced in 1971. The peak year 1971 reflected
exmllmntsofdxﬂdrenbomduringﬂxehigh-birthyea:softhe
1950's and early 1960's (the baby boam) .

By the year 2000, p.:bhcermllment;spmo;ectedtobeabwtss
million higher than the 1986 level of 39.7 mlllcn (table 1).

Enrollment in public elementary schools (grades K-8) is expected
wriseto316mn11mbyﬂnyearzooow1a11twillbe42
million larger than the 1986 level of 27.4 million.

Enrollment in ‘public secondary schools (grades 9-12) is projected
to reach 13. 7m11110nbytheyear2000 when it will be 1.3
million over the 1986 level.




Public Enrollment in Kindergarten (K) through Grade 8

Public enrollment in grades K-8 decreased from 32.6 million in 1969,
its peak year, to a low of 26.9 million in 1984. ‘Bnrollment climbed o
274millimin1986(fig|m2) Paralleling the increase in the 5+ to
13-year-old population, publicmnmtingndesx-awillimseto
31.9 million by 1997 andﬂmdeclinetoal.smillimbytteyearzooo.

Public Enrollment in Grades 9 through 12 -

Public enrollment in grades 9-12 peaked at 14.3 million in 1976
(table 1). Enrollment then declined to 12.4 million in 1986, as smaller
cdmts(grwpsofdﬁldmnbommringttnsmyaar)ofthelatemsws
and early 1970's entered secondary schools. Paralleling the decline in
the 14~ to 17-year-old population, public erirollment in grades 9-12 is
ptojectedtocmtimebodecmaseton.anillimbymom‘ﬂmto
‘begin to increase, reaching 13.7 million by the year 2000.

Figure 2.—=Public school enroliment, by grade level
compared with s¢hool—age populotuons
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Alternative Projections a L ete

Enrollment projections showii in this bulletin (table 1) are based on
the Bureau of the Census' middle series population projections (series
14). Enrollment projections based on other Census Dureau series
population projections were also ccnsidered. Using series 17, projections
of enrollment in public schools would increase from 39.7 million in 1986
'S 46.2 million (rather than 45.3 million) by the year 2000, surpassing
the record level -of 46.1 million in 1971. This series ascumes a fertility
rate of 1.9 and a net immigration of 750,000 (see tachnical notes).

Methodology —

Enrollments in regular public elementary and secondary schools from
the Center for Education Statistics' Common Core of Data Survey were used
to develop projections shown in this bulletin (this survey does not
provide data on private schools). The projections of these enrollments
are demographically based. Bureau of the Census' middle series population
projections. were chosen for use. The future fertility rate assumption,
which determines projections of the mmber of births, is the key
v on in making population projections. The middle series (series
14) projections assume an ultimate completed cchort fertility rate of 1.9
births per waman by the year 2050 and a net ammual immigration of 450,000.

Projections of enrollment in public elementary and secondary grades
are based on a grade retention method. This method starts with
6-year-olds entering lst grade and then follows their subsequent progress
through public elementary and secondary schools. This methed assumes that
past trends in factors affecting enrollments will contimie over the
projection period. The method implicitly includes the net effects of such
van'g:;es as immigration, dropouts, transfers to and from private schools,
and deaths.

Grades 2 through 12 are projected on the basis of grade retention
rates, Using-various populations by age as the base, public enrollments
by age are based on enrollment rate projections for kindergarten, ist
grade, elementary ungraded and special, secondary ungraded and special,
ard postgraduate enrollment. For these projections, public grade
retention rates and public emrcliment rates by age are projected to remain
constant at levels cofisistent with recent rates.

For public schools, the retention rates for grades 2-10 are close to
100 percént. The retention rates for grades 11 and 12 are 90 percent.
The enrollment rates for kindergarten and 1st grade are 90 and 95 percent
respectively, while those for elementary ungraded and special, secondary
ungraded and 'special, and postgrzduate are 2.0, 2.5, and 0.3
respectively. For more than a decade, these rates have remained stable.
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Data Limitations — S

ijectimsmsubjecttomtzmmm By their
ture, projections canmot take into carsideration conditions that are
e to anticipate at the time the projections are made. Users
should evaluate the assumptions to.determine the appropriateness of these
projections for their purposes.

Projection Accuracy —

. mmmwﬁmmammmwbycassmmsto

pzujactmllmxtinp.zblicelmuryuﬂsecaﬂarysdmls. Based on
this method, the mean absclute percent error between reported enrollments
aﬁc&mjectiasctmnmbsinwblicclmxtuymﬂmxy

adxoolsforlyarabaadhashemo.zpement(tablez). The percentage
torzyeusaheadiso«tpercem 5 years ahead is 0.8 percent. The
pe.men'ageformyeus has been 7.2 percent.

For more information about the topics in this bulletin, contact:

Debra E. Gerald

Cordition of Education Division
Center for Bducation Statistics
555 New Jersey Averue, NW.

Mjm Do C. 20208.1302
[Telephone: (202) 357-6581)




Table 1.—Public: school enrcliment in grades K-8 and 9-12
of reqular day schools, with projections:

(In thousands)
Year ' '
(£all) k12! | gl 9-12
1965....ceeenns 42,173 30,563 11,610
29660 .uecccnn. 43,039 31,145 11,894
19670 cuueeennn. 43,891 31,641 12,250
1968.ceeeeneens 44,944 32,226 12,718
1969 ieennnens 45,619 : 32,507 13,022
1970ccereecne. 45,909 32,577 13,332
1971ecueeenen.. 46,081 32,265 13,816
19720 uurenennns 45,744 31,831 13,913
19730 eerennnnns 45,429 31,353 14,077
1974eeuneiieen. 45,053 30,921 14,132
1975c..ieeeens. 44,791 30,487 14,304
1976u..eeeenecsi- 44,317 30,006 14,311
19770 eieieennns 43,577 29,336 14,240
2978.iuunnnnnns 42,550 . 28,328 14,223
1979 e.iereenns 41,645 27,931 13,714
1980.c...eeen.. 40,987 . 27,674 13,313
1981....cccce.. - 40,099 27,245 12,855
' 1982......00... © 39,652 27,156 12,496
19830 .uuneennn. 39,352 26,997 12,355
1984....ueennn. 39,293 26,918 12,375
1985, cceencenss 39,513 27,047 12,467
1986%.....uus.. 39,712 27,355 12,357
Projected? =~
1987 eeeeesn. 39,916 27,828 12,088
1988, ..uense. 40,116 28,387 11,729
1989 ....eeen.. 40,379 28,985 11,394
1990, ...ueennss 40,898 29,628 11,270
1991...ueennn.. 41,548 30,175 11,373
1992, .uueennns 42,259 30,717 11,542
1993, ..enennsn. 42,967 31,139 11,828
1994....ueenns. 43,672 31,408 12,264
1995, ... eeen.. 44,238 31,635 12,603
1996 ...eeeen.. 44,729 31,789 12,940
19970 ..ieeennn. 45,060 31,867 13,193
1998, ..0ueeen.. 45,212 31,855 13,357
1999, 0.ueeianns 45,284 31,760 13,524
2000 scccecses 45,271 31,504 13,677

1Includs most kindergarten - ond same mursery school
enrollment,
2These projections were prepared December 1986.

NOTE.~-Details may not add to totals because of rounding.
SOURCE: U.S: Department of Ec}tmtim, Center for

Education Statistics,
and Secondaxy Schools, various years.
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Tablez-Smryofmeanabsolutapermtmsof

projections of public school enrollments,
by lead time

level of
enrollment

K~12
K-8 .
9-12

s\q«*similar accuracy,. an analysis of projection
cr:ri!mightbehelpfulindetemmjmhwwda
\;eizttogwetoﬂxepmjactims inna)dng

i

ons .-,»_,
soﬂ\c;z u. es.w of Education, Center for
Edt_iaatim stati{stics
Mz:&z July 198S.
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