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RESEARCH NOTES
-

* MOVING OUT AND MARERIAGE: WHAT DO
; YOUNG ADULTS EXPECT?*

CALVIN GOLDSCHEIDER -FRANCES K. GOLDSCHEIDER
Brown University and The Rand Corporation

Living independently before marriage is part of a broader pattern of family and
demographic change characterizing modern societies since World War 1. This paper
examines expectations about premarital residential independence.among young adults
and is based on data from a survey of the high school class of 1980. That about 70
percent of young adults surveyed expect to move out of the parental-home before
marriage suggests that new norms are ererging which fit into patterns of independence
in the transition. to adulthood. There ‘is substantial variation in factors affecting
expectations about premarital residential independence. Young men more than young
women, those'with more parental resources, those who expect to marry at older ages,
and those who do not have ethnic and religious ties that link them to their parental
kome until marriage expect to live independently. Religious, racial, and ethnic
differences intéract in complex ways with gender and socioeconomic status to influence
expectations about premarital residential independence.

INTRODUCTION

A new phenomenon has emerged in- the
transition to adulthood: many young adults are
establishing an independent household prior to
marriage. Such a life cycle pattern has been
extremely rare, historically and comparatively
(Hajnal 1982). Premarital residential indepen-
dence is the most recent example of a broader
pattern of family change in modern societies
since World War Il1—the tendency for adults to
live -apart from other adult family members
(Kuznets 1978). The tendency was earlier
evident for ‘widows (Kobrin 1976), and then
appeared among younger adults as rising
divorce rates led to nonfamily living and
one-parent families (Ross and Sawhill 1975). It
is now emerging at the beginning of adulthood
as children leave the parental home at younger
ages (Goldscheider and LeBourdais 1986).
Living in a family setting is now increasingly
limited to sharply defined life cycle stages,
married adults, and minor children.

* Direct all correspondence to Frances K. Gold-
scheider, Department of Sociology, Brown University,
Providence, RI 02912,

The order of authors is alphabetical. The research
reported here is part of a project on Premarital Residential

among American Ethnic Communities
supported by NICHD Center Grant P50-HD12639 to The
Rand Corporation. Allan F. Abrahamse and Joan W.
Keesey helped in organizing the data, and Julie
DeVanzo, Peter Morrison, and Linda- Waite provided
constructive comments. An carly version of this paper
was presented at the annual meetings of the Population
Associstion of America, San Francisco, April, 1986.

Most scholars consider these changes to be
benign, a continuation of the long-standing
decline in family extension as people are more
able to buy privacy and maintain the indepen-
dence of adulthood (Michael et al. 1980).
Possibly the normative definitions of who lives
with whom are becoming more restrictive,
raising the concern that families are becoming
less responsive to the economic needs of
members or potential members (Harever 1982).
Moreover, young persons who live indepen-
dently before marriage alter their family forma-
tion patterns. This occurs partly because they
change their family orientations during the
period they are away (Waite et al. 1986), but :.
is also likely that the costs of wmaintaining a
separate residence delay new family formation.
Young aduits with independent residences may
also suffer career consequences if they are less
able to draw on family resources than if they
shared living arrangements with their parents.

In this paper; we examine expectations about
premaital residential independence among young
persons just on the threshold of adulthood.

THEORY AND HYPOTHESES

It is likely that many of the variables influencing
nonfamily living at later stages of the life course
also exert influence in early adulthood. Re-
search has shown that income is positively
related to being a household head (Carliner
1975). Some of the other:variables affecting the
probability of living independently are factors
that make living alone possible such as heaith
and city size, and are of interest to policy

Reprinted from The A'mericah Sociological Review, 198’i, Vol. 52 (April:278-285),.© the American Socio-
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makers and planners (Soldo 1977; Chew !983).
However, other results suggest that there have
been changes in the normative and preference
structures underlying social life (Pampel 1983).

The importance of norms and preferences for
the extent of nonfamily living may be inferred
from the large differences that appear between
the sexes and among ethnic groups. Women are
more oriented ‘toward traditional, family-based
life-styles than men, even -when they have
comparable options (Scanzoni 1975). Similarly,
traditional ethnic groups tend to be much more
family oriented in"their "residence rules” and
‘living arrangements (Goody 1972; Kobrin and
Goldscheider 1982) as well as in the timing and
rate of marriage and divorce (Kobrin and
Goldscheider 1978; Tienda and Angel 1982).

These patterns suggest that changes in gender-
or ethnic-based family norms may have a
substantial influence on the growth of nonfamily
living. The revolution in sex roles has increas-
ingly allowed women independence from family
roles and responsibilities. This may increase
young women's expectations for independent
living before marriage. The American ethnic
mosaic is also rapidly changing through the
entry of new immigrant groups and generational
shifts in older ethnic communities; this, too,
should be associated with changes in family
norms and relationships.

The analysis of variation in premarital
residential independence therefore requires data
that measure the normative dimension underly-
ing actual residence-related behavior. There are
no data sets designed precisely to tap such
norms. Hoviever, a study of the high school
class of 1980 (High Schoo! and Beyond) asked
high school seniors about their expectations for
the timing of marriage and of living in a first
home or apartment. To the extent that young
people talk about these individual-level plans
and share them with each other, they represent
norms for their generation.

This measure allows us.to examific the extent:

to which actual pattems of  residential inaepen-
dence have been built into the expectations of
young adults. Collected late in the final year of
high school, these data reflect plans immedi-
ately prior to the time many begin moving out of
the parental home and before contingencies
emerge that affect actual residence and marriage
choices. They indicate more purely than actual
behavior the pressures that young people feel to
leave home and move out on their own before
marriage, even if ‘they are not -economically
ready. i N

We examine the relationships between expec-
tations for premarital residential independence
and éthnicity, gender, and resouices. There are
likely to be complex -interactions among these
variables. We expect the following:

AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW

Boys are miore likely than girls to expect
premarital residential independence. This differ-
ence may be relatsd to-gender differences in the
timing of marriage or may reflect greater
independence for males even before marriage.

Young adults from families with higher
socioeconomic status are more likely to expect
premarital residential independence, since they
are more ab's to afford to maintain a separate
residence.

Young persons from ethnic groups with &
high proportion first generation and those from
miore. traditional religious backgrounds will be
less likely to expect. premarital residential
independence. Immigrants have had less expo-
sure to modern family values; more traditional
religions tend to reinforce familism on a wide
variety of issues.

Ethnic differences should decrease with in-
creases in socioeconomic status, but religious
differences should not. Increasing affluence.
should indicate greater exposure to modern
values for most immigrants, but this should not
be the case for those continuirg to affiliate with
more traditional religious denominations.

Sex differences should be larger among those
from families with lower socioeconomic status
and those from more traditional ethnic groups.
Convergence by gender as socioeconomic status
increases should appear overall, and particularly
for 'those in more traditional ethnic groups,
where more resources are likely to imply greater
acculturation to modem sex-role orientations.

Expectations for  premarital residential inde-
pendence should be closely related to, expected
age at marriage. Those who expect to marry
young have much less time for premarital
residential independence than those who expect
to matry later,

-

DATA AND MEASUREMENT

This paper draws on data collected from the
28,240 seniors in the High'School and Beyond
(HS&B) study of the class of 1980. Information
was obtained through questionnaires adminis-
tered in .high schools, and the sample is
nationally representative, with some oversampl-
ing of schools with large Hispanic enrollments.
This survey provides the only data available that
allow us .to mieasure premaritai residential
expectations and to classify respondents in
sufficient detail in térms of race, religion, and
national origin- that. we can identify real ethnic'
communities. "

The depéndent variable was constructed from

' The data are slightly biased, in that those dropping
out of school before completing. high school are: not
included. Further information on this study is available in
Jones et al. (1982). :



MOVING.OUT AND MARRIAGE

two questions: (1) At what age do you expect to
get mamed" and (2) At what age-do you expect

1o live in'your own home or lpmment"2 <Those

who gave an. expected ageat. resndence younger

‘than.an expected age ‘at. marriage were. defined
.es expectmg mdependent residence ‘before

mamage Those, who geve -the same - age »for

magriage and mdependem residence, as- well-as,

those who, expected to marry. before establlshmg

‘an mdependent ‘residence, were classificd -as

malung ‘& “traditional” 'response that is, not
moving ‘otit before .marriage:?
We ' measu:e ethnicity on- the. basis of

responses to questions -abolt race, naticiai
-origin,  and- ‘religious backgmund‘ m‘hns is

puuculnrly mpomnt because the imeaning_ of

ethmc vamuon is, obscured when measured for.

broad: categories (e g, Hlspamcs) or; only by:a
snngle factor :(e.g.,  Catholic). Hnstoncally.
€:* nic gmup membetshnp ‘has -arisen -from
ci : inations - of criteria, vanously mcludmg

T neuonal urigin, and religion. The richness

of - che ethmc classifi cations also.allows: us “to
examine ethmc groups that are hetemgeneous on
2 wnde varieéty, of: cheuctenstlcs We. -can
dnsungunsh those that- are moslly first generation
(e.g., Asians)- ‘from those: pnmanly of -earlier
immigrant-waves .(€.g., Jew:)-or-even: ‘longer-

‘term - deseent (e.g... those from: Northern and

Western Europe). those.- with dlstmctnvely low
socioéconomic -status’ (€:8., “blacks -and- "Puerto
Rlcms) fmm the few (such as Asians and Jews)
that have .been particularly -successful. Simi-

2 'l‘he options included single ages between eighteén
and twenty-nine, Jess than elghteen. thirty or more, have
nlmdydoneso.anddonotexpect (odoso

> Both the modem"and traditional responses include a
variety « of resporse comlmunous -Among those coded

“modem” are.the few:cases’ who were. already residen-
tially mdependem but expected mamage later and those
who do not expect.to man'y but expected mdependem

.sesidence; The-“traditional™ resporise includes those who

€xpect-to tenwn in lhe parenul home - intil, some - age
after that chosen for marriage and those few who expect
o mamy bat' do not expect to. be residentially
lndepéndenl

There is some ambiguity over:the precise meaning of

“own home of apmment "Did respondents  report
semiauionomous living amngements such ‘as college
dorms-and mnhmy barracks.as their. “own. bome (cf.

'Goldsdleldet and’ DeVlnw 1986)? To’ mveﬂlyte this
_pombnbty. we nbulaled a sepente question on expected

llvm mgemenu “next .year,” which included as
options dorms- and bairacks, by the sequence of
mndeueemumge expecuuons (by, age). The vast
majority of leepondems planning to be in domms or

"bamracks (93 peteem) did not regard them as’residential’

i
“ These- were ‘straightforward questions on “What is

your-, ., 7" Nmety-elght percent responded ‘to. the
quesuou aboul mce; 93 percent,. to religion: and 86

percent, o origin..
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larly, ‘some: groups have been characterized' by
rapid relative upward mobility of women despite
patriarchal - cultural sources; this appears to be
the case for Jews and: many Asians, and may be
“true for the black community as well. Other
groups: .Jre thought. to be consnd..rably more
patnarchal and -controlling of women, particu-
‘larly Hnspamcs

“To maximize this heterogenelty. we, divided
the race-origin citegories into Asian-Americans,
Armnerican- Indians, H.spamcs.,blacks. and non-
‘Hispanic whités. We subdivided Hispanics
further into Cubaris, Méxicans, Puerto: Ricans,
‘and “other Hispanics, " and non-Hispanic whites
into those. from more traditionally famnly-
centereld: origins (Southern Bumpeans) and
others. ‘The. rellgnous denominations were also.
classnf' ed. 10 maximize heterogeneity in- family-
related pattems .Protestants were subdivided
into the more uadntnonally fundatentalist denom-
matlons. mcludmg Baptists and “other” Protes-
tant denominations, and less traditionally funda-
mentalist denomnnmons—Eplscopeluns.
Presbytenans Methodnsts and Lutherans.

Other explanatory- variables - included in the
analysis are gender and socioeconomic. status,
measured- by a scale constructed by the survey
group based on a combination of parental
education, occupation, and income.

ANALYSIS
Bivariate Pattems-

Overall, a substantial pmpomon (about seven:
out of ten) of hlgh school seniors expect to live
independently in early adulthood before gettmg
married (Table l) There is some variation
among ethnic communmes. although few large
differences emerge. There is no difference
between blacks and whites, while American
Indians and Asians expect somewhat lower
levels of premamal residential mdependence
The=four~ Hispanic- subgroups™ have-lower-than
average expectatlons. with Cubans clearly
exceptional” even among Hispanics (the only
group with less than 60 percent expecting
premarital ‘residential- independence). Variation
-among European-origin ethnics appears mini-
mal. Those who are Jewish and those with no
rellgnous background have thehighest level of
expected ptemamal residential independence.
The more traditional Protestant denominations
.have the lowest level among religious groips.
A dnrect relatnonshnp emerges betwezn paren-
tal socioeconomic status and children’s expecta-
tions about- premamal resndentlal independence.
Furthér, males in all. catégories are more likely
to -expect premamal residential: independence.
Shlrper gender. dnl‘ferences charactenze Hispan-
jes and pamcularly Cubans. ‘greater gender
similarity-characterizes Asnan-Amencans. Jews,




Table 1. Percentage Expecting Premarital. Residential:

lndependence by Sex and by Race-Origin Cate-
gory. Socioeconomic Status, -and Religion

Nfor

. Total :Males' Fcmales Total

Total ~ " 69.8 75.0  65.2 25086
Race-origin

White, non-Hispanic ~ 69.9 750  65.4 15764
‘Southern European  69.8 73.5  64.5 1287

Other 700 75.1  65.4 14477
Black 69.8 756  65.4 2648
Hispanic 64.1. 72.0  "56.4  278i

Mexican 63.8 72.1 55.4 1664

Cuban 497 63.3 391 308

Puerto Rican , 657 76.5 51,6 266

Other Hispanic 67.5 72.5 62.3 543
American Indian 66.7 726 619 533
Asian-American 66.7 68.2 65.5 466

Socioeconomic scale
Low 65.3 72.1 60.3 7506
Middle 69.2 74.5 64.4 11833
Upper 75.9 78.4 73.1 5747
Religion )
Trad. Protestants 66.4 725 61.5 829
Other Protesiants 72.6 77.2  68.4 3087
Catholics 71.1 75.9 66.8 9310
Other Chiistians 649 703 59.9 1494
Jews 79.6 80.8 78.3 507
Other religion 64.3 69.4 60.0 888

No religion 79.7 80.9 78.3 1298

those with no religion, and those with higher
socioeconomic status.

Multivariate-Models

We used OLS régression for the multivariate

analysis because it provides a reasonably robust

-approximation of logistic regression for outcome

probabilities, such as these, that do not deviaté

; far from '50-50. We present five equations,

; introducing’ controls. and new variables as we
‘proceed: (Table 2).5

The-first equatton (Model 1) includes only the

race and- national -origin classifications, and

shows srgntﬁcantly lower expectations of pre-

marital residential tndependence among Cubans

and. Mexicans, as well ‘as among Amencan

: Indian and Asian subpopulations,. than among

’ the: refetence -category of non-Hispanic whites

. not reporttng ‘southern European national origin.

As'in'Table:1, the. Cubans are most distinctive.

s The equations that include more. complex interaction
terms were also estimated with lOngth régression.. These
revealed no substantivé differences in results, We present
the OLS. results because. of their - -greater ease of
interpretation:
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Neither blacks nor Southern Europeans-emerge
as significantly different.

In Model: 2-we introduce sex and socioeco-
nomic status and sh'tw that these are significant.
Controlling sfor them. eliminates American ‘In-
dian and Asian differences, suggesting that
soctoeconomtc factors ‘accotnted for the bivari-
ate patterns. Among Meéxican, and Cuban
Hispanics, these- factors weaken, but. do not
accouni for, their parttcularly low" levels of
expected premantal residential. mdependcnce
‘However, blacks are signifi icantlydifferent from
-whites when socroeconomtc status is introduced,
with young black adults .having soméwhat
higher levels of expectatton Thus, thé overall
bivariate srmtlanty of -blacks and whites in
Model 1 is the resuit of the distortion’ generated
by the socioeconomic’ dtfferences between thése
groups; when socioeconomic: ‘level-is ¢ontrolied,
blacks are more likely fo expect ﬁremantal
.residential tndependence

‘Model 3 -consolidates- ethinic categones to
highlight groups drffenng signifi icantly, merging
American Indians, ‘Asians, Puerto Ricans, Other
Htspantcs. and Southem Europeans with the
omitted group. ‘We tntegrated ‘the ‘laiier- three
with the other rehgrous subgroups by creating a
subdivision. among Catholics to tap’iraditional-
ism, which includes' Hispanic' and Southem
European Catholics. "The. rehgrous differences
constructed in this fashion ‘are all significant.

We also introduce .interactions between sex:
and ethntcrty in Model 3. Cubans and Mexicans
show stgntﬁcantly greater sex differences in
expectations -about premarital residential inde-
pendence than other .groups, There are also
groups with more egahtnnan .gender patterns-
than the reference group. Asians, Jews, and
those with no religion. (grouped-as MINMALE)

‘have almost no differences between young men

and women.on this issue.

“The anticipated - interaction’ between -sex and
socioeconomic  statiis .is' significant. While
expectations for premarital residential indepen-
dence are geneully “tied “to- socioecoromic
resourcés, males require fewer parental re-
sources than females to buy similar levels of
premarital resrdentral independence. This effect
was a general. one, with.no srgmﬁcant differ-
ences -for -either - traditional éthnic or religious
groups (data not. -presented). Funher. there was
no evidence erther of rapid: aceulturatron among

'hrgher-status members of any' of the ethnic

groups or of resrstance to more egahtanan
expectattons .among’ those at hrgher socioeco-
nomic levels who are tradtttonally fundamental-
ist in-religion.

On the other- hand, .an- unantrcrpated finding
relating socroeconomrc status with ethnicity
emerged .among young: blacks. Thé positive
relationship between:status. and expectations for
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Table 2..Incremenital OLS' Models ‘Predicting - Premacital’ Residential *Independence (Unstanderdized Regfessiéh
Coeﬂicmtts) L . . .

" Model |I- 'Modelz T ModeM " Model §
. (Race & (Gender. ‘Model 3 (Age at- Mumge)
Variable, . _Ethnicity) & SES) (Religion)
Intercept D000 652% 6630 -—.656!‘ = 665%
INDIAN -.033¢ -.015- - - -
ASIAN -.033¢ -.028 - - -
MEXICAN - .062* -.030% ~.039* —.0569" —.058°*
CUBAN | —.203% -.181%* —.227%e - .203e¢ ~.207%
‘PUERTO RICAN ~.042 011 - = -
OTHER HISPANIC -.025 ~.015 - - -
-BLACK -.002 033 03400 = 0750 = .075%¢
SOUTH EUROPEAN. -.0l1 -.012 - - -
MALE - 092%¢ 093%* -.003 - —-.008.
CUBAN MALE: - - .142¢ 114 J116.
MEX MALE - - ,056¢ 079%¢ 08]°*
"MINMALE = - - .065%* ~.083%¢ —.0B6e*
EARLY.MALE - - - - 0264
SES SCALE - .054¢ L0689 010 -.0i7**
MALESES - - -.033%e -.010- ~3008
‘BLACKSES. - - -.043¢ - -.004 ~;008
‘MEXMALESES - - 014 ,054¢ 1051°
EARLY:SES - - - - 042%e.
LATE.SES = - - - 0430
TRAD PROT - - -.0440% ~:017** -.017°*
-OTHER REL - - —.055%¢ ~.0430e ~.0430e
JEWS - - .090%* 034° 0487
EARLY.JEW - - - - =.243%*
NO RELIGION - - ;1239 069°¢ 071
MODCATH, - - 0220 —-.000 =.,001
TRAD CATH - - —.02]% —.052¢¢ —.052¢*
LN:MAR.AGE - - - .594¢s .600°*
ADJ. R? 0017 0195 0271 2180 2194
N 25499,

* 196 > 1 >:1.50,
01> 1.96.

ptemantal residential mdependence does not
appear ‘in- ‘the black .community, since- their
interaction coefficnent offsets almost entlrely the
effect chanctenzmg the sample as a whole. This
result,. coupled with ‘the positive overall. coeffic
cnent. suggests thlt it |s the lowest-status blacks
who are: pamcularly more: hkely than, whntes to:
expect’ mdependent hvmg -priof .to - mamage.
with. dnffelences dlmlmshmg with.increases in
socnoeconomxc status. This dnstmctnve biack
-pattern tequmes funher research linking it to,
other family-related events. such. as’: -marriage

and childbearing, specific to.the’ black commu-
-hity.

We noted earlief. lhlt those-who. expected to
-move. out-at mnmage expected t0.marry .carlier
than those ‘who _expecied’ ptemantal resldentu\l'
mdependence Smce ethhic groups vary substan-
tially in. age at mamage. as do meén and women.,
Model 4:introduices: the expected age at marriage
(meastired as the . natiral’ log):

This.changé- prodiiced’ several’ powerful ef-
fects. :It does not.chaige . the: mgmﬁcance of.

L
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either the Mexican or.Cuban patteri but reveises
the sign among :blacks, suggesting that the
patiem of higher levels of, premarital. remdentnal
'independence.among.blacks- does not. indicate a-
“modem" famlly orientation but -rather an
uriusual- marriage. pattern.. Contmllmg for. their
consnderably later age at. marriage moves blacks
sngmﬁcantly below the norm. This mterpretat
is reinforced by the. ellmmatlon of the prevlously
observed mteractlon ‘between race and-socioeco-
nomié statius when expected mamage age is
‘introduced.

The eﬂ‘ects of. expected-age at. mamage on

religious. différences. are: also not . umform

“Traditional Protestants have -low levels of
expecymons for- premantaL resndentml mdepen-
dence: in-part because they expect 10 mt:ry
early. thenr» coefﬁcnent decteases substantlally'
when expected age at’ mamage is introduced:

Thns also charactenzes those of Other Rehgnons

Analogously.-.lews -and. those - with- go- religion-
aré: more likely to expect. to move out:of ‘the
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,pntental home befme they marry in part because-
they expect to mmy Iate.

The' highet: texpectattons’ of non- Southem
vEntopean Catholics for- ptemantnl residential-
tndependenee -are “eliminated when expected

’ 'tnamage age is. introduced. Thus; these: Catho-
Jics: expect ‘tc:leave-the parental home . before
their masriage | because they. expect to mmy late,
“In.contrast,: none -of. the ‘differsnices “between
‘tndttsonal Catholtes and others-is: explamed by
any tendency 10 mmy early For ‘them.- the
assocutton of moving out and getting mamed is
actually sttengthened by oontrolltng ‘Tor. ex-.
.pected’ timing- of marriage, . suggesttng that the
effects "of- -expecting- 10° . marty. early were:
obscunng a very sttong avoidance of nonfamily
lmng These ' data: point. to ‘the différential
importance of the ttmtng of mamage fof 1 vanous
‘Catholic subcommuntttes -For the.more. modem
sector, residential tndependenee before marriage
reflects the structural, eondnuons of the" timnng of
4mamage. for “the" more- tndtttonnl ‘sector,.
:estdenttal tndependenee befote mmege is very -
-unltkely no mottet when | mamage oceurs,

Bxpectattons about-age. at’ mamage -also-have-
-substantial’ eﬂ'ects on socioeconotmc and gender
-pctterns Overall gender dtffeteneee ll" elimi-
expectattons for premantal restdentul tndepen-
dence among nules is:a reflection of their-later.
\expected age at mamage "This is not the, case,
however, cither for:thosé g groups with unusually
‘large sex’ dlff'm -or' those' with .mofe”
egaltumn gender pettems Cuben and Htspemc
.males remain more: lnltely io. expect ptemantal
testdenttal tndependenee than- females eveén
oontrolltng for- expected age: at mamage The
reverse pattern chtnctenus egalttamn 'BIOUPS,
such. that Asian- and Jewxsh women are - more:
Itkely than. comparable men to expect premmtal
tsidential tndependence

The-effeét-of - socioeconomic- status is greatly
réduced when. expect'd m.-.msge ge is CO‘I-
Arolled. This- suggests that- \shtle parental
socioeconomic: .resources aﬂ'et.t expectnttons
about premlntal restdenttal mdependence. their
tnﬂuence operttes primarily’ through delays of
maitiage,. -probably; ithiough -the - telattonshtp
between edttcatton and. 2ge’ at“marriage.

In géneral, .the data i in‘Model 4.reaffirm that.
gendcr differences in, ‘premarital. testdentul
»mdf.pendence diminiish  with ; htgher $0cioeco-
Romic: status, although this eﬂ'ect is no Ionger
stgntﬁcant However. when the. tnteuctton of,
.gender and socioeconomic:status is ‘examined, a
positive,- ‘significanit, coefﬁcnent emerges for
Mexicans. This- pattem characterizes no othet
racial“or ethntc gmup (tesults “not presented)
Thts suggests that more egahtanan sex; roles
.emérge for- most: groups among the mtddle amd
upper :classes; the *Mesicans. :are. -able to

AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW

wtthstand this et‘fect .and protéct their tndtttoml
‘sex  differciitiastion when they ‘scquire  more
fesources. “The: Iarge\swe of the, gnoup and-its
geognohtc coneentntton mly account for this
-pattem, whtle smallet or more dtspetsed _groups
‘may’be under gneater ass:mtlatory ‘pressure.

“The dtffetentul ‘importance of - .the -expected

timnng of - mamage is further.. elabonted in

Model 5, whe:e ‘We. ‘intfoduce “early” and
“Iate marriage. asc-ntencttons S which have a
stgmﬁcant effect. in: eombtnetton with _gender,

'SOCIOOCO!‘DOINC siatis, ‘and one teltgiotts _group.

Males are more hltely than. females to expect to

nmove out of the parental home before marriage

as a nesttlt ‘of.” theif “iater expected age .at
mamage. -but only 1 among those ‘Who marry. late;
for -those who expect w0 mmy young, . ‘sex
differences i tetnam charactefistic (“early male").

‘l'hepostttveeffectofsoctoeeononucsutuson
;premarital .residential ‘indepenidence -charactér-
nzesxonlythotewhoexpect early: andlete
marriages. Among.those | expecttng nwmge at
modal ages,. the- effect .o socioeconomic-statis
mavés: frotn a: positwe to a negative (tbough
‘relatively msubstlntul) effect This-“suggests
puental ‘resources have: much greater effect on

expectations- for ptemmtal residential indepen-
dénce -at, the margins,. when fewer expect.-to

many.

Most Jews expect 10’ mmy iate; ‘and. therefore.
expeet 1o move.out of ‘the puentll home before
mnmage .But those_Jews ‘who expect to mmy

‘early.are very unlikely. to expect to rhove ouf of:

:the parental home i _except.at mariage. This may
neﬂect the vety htgh ptoponton of Jéws who
‘expect ‘1o ‘80 "on "to’ college. tegmiless of

.expected age at: marridge or. economic 'back-
.ground -(C. Goldschetder 1986) Those ‘who

‘want .to-.mary- early may be tndtng off the
fesources.that would normally*sttppon premari-
ta testdcntul mdependence for education..

CONCLUS!ONS‘AND DlSCUSSlON

The analysts suggests that"theré ‘are subsiantial
variations' in- the: factors. aﬁ‘ecttng apremantnl
fesidential: mdependence anq that these refation-
ships . ‘raise important ‘questions "for- theories of
gender. ethntc. and’ famxly clunge O.enll

more. young men’ than young women expect 10
‘live -away from the parental - household before
they - marry,. asdothosewtthmotepuental
resources to. purchase. an indépendent residence,.
those who. expect fo mmy at an older age; and
those who ‘do not. have ties to “traditional ethnic
and neltgtous groups.

. "Euty is defined: as;3g¢ twenty. or younger for
“females and sge twenty-one or youriger for males, “Iate”
‘as age twentyfouro: older for femdes .and age.
twenty -five or oider for males.
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MOVING OUT AND MARRIAGE

However, these:relationships- are complexly
interwoven. The differerices between Catholics

and P:mesums woild not have emergcd without-

d.asautegaung both groups: into’ their more
religiously. and culturally traditional: compo-
. nents; The-importance of distinguishing those of
“other” tchgnons from those claiming “no
religion™ is particularly clear, since the: “others*
appear very family- -otiented~on this’ meastire,
similar- to. both _traditional
Cathohcs. while.theno- nllgnons prcsem the
‘most_extreme . likelihood of early. “apartness.”

The Jew: most closcly resemble those with no,
n:llg:on. ‘but. more of -their -high Tevel of
cxpecuuons for premarital residential - mdepen-

dence. ‘seems (0 result -from. thcnr very late:

cxpected ages-at. martiage.

The hnghet Tevels of black expectations: for
pmmnul ‘Tesidential mdependencc appear 1o be
spnmanly linked to the very unusual pattéms of
‘marriage mctusmgly chanctcnzmg the black-
oommumly. pamcularly among, those from- the
lowest - socioeconomic statusfamilies. In con-

“trast,’ Hnspamcs. and pamcularly Mexicans and.

“Cubans, are less likely-to expcct to move out of
the. parcnul home before - marriage, no maiter
how late they.. -mary or- what their socioeco-
‘nomiic level."No particilar pattems charactcnu
Asian Amencans or American Indians,
Greater' afﬂuence may be lcadmg to. carlier
n:sndemul separation bétween generations, even
among ethriic and religicus groups with a'strong
emphasis on- famnly solidarity. Thns may reduce
family control over other. aspccts of children’s
lives early.in ;dullhood as. young Peapie: make
the critical. work and ‘family-” ‘decisions so
characteristic of that.life cycle stage. The effects

. of such social. mobnhty are. pmncularly marked

for daughtcts. since the gendcr differences
linking females more closcly [} famlly roles are
‘also-reduced: with-jncreases in’ socioeconomic-
-Status; Thls was tbe case for all groups with only
one mtc:estmg cxccpuon. Hispanics of | Mexlcan
‘the sexes aré bemg reduced by thc processes of
socul change in this area.of. family structure, as
in others, °

Finally,-and'most directly, these data point io
‘the ublquny of _expectations for premarital
ﬂ:stdenml independence. among. young adults.
Most. young - people., whatever théir socioeco-
nomic - and :ethhic background expect .to live,
mdepeodcn!ly of the pmnul household “before:
they marry. Though ‘the structunl séparation of
fesidences is- nlauvely fecent.in a behavioral
‘'sense,. it cvndcmly has becomc mtcmallzcd
.normatively by. yolung adults. There will undoubt:
edly be those.young tdults who will not actually
carry oul their ~expectations: Nevenhclcss.
pmmntll ﬂ:sldenml mdcpcndcncc is evndemly
¥ -new normative requirement; one that- young

Prolesums .and.

,Goldscbeudct. Frances: md Celine Lebourdais.

“Kuznets. Slmon. 1978.

-Scanz.om. John,

7

people may try hard to realize, and perhaps at
considerable cost. To do so may require trading
off on other expenses, such as those for
marriage and for education.

REFERENCES.

Carliner, Gcoffrey 1975. ~Determinants of Household

Headship.” Jourral of .Marriage -and the Family
37:28-38.
Chew. Ken. 1983. "Metropolitan Differences in the

Level of Nonfamtly Households: A Cross: Sectional
Look ai the:U.S. in 1970." Paper ptrscnted at the
Anntal Meetings ‘of .the Population. Association- of
Amenca

Goldscbeldct Calvin. 1986, Jewish - Continuity- and
Change: Emcrgmg Patierns in America. Bloomington:
Indiana University Prcss

"Goldscheldct Frances and Julie DaVanm 1986, *Semi-

autonomy and Leaving Home -in-Eatly- Adulthood

Social Forces 6%:187-201

1986.
“The Falling Agc at. Lcavmg Homc 1920-1979."
Sociology and Social Research 10 992102,

Goody, Jack, 1972, “The Evolution: of the Family.” In
Household and Family.in Past Time, cdited by Peter
Laslett and Richdrd-Wall, London: .Cambridge Unjver-
sity Press,

Hajnal; John. 1982, “Household Formation- Patterns in
Companuve Pcts;cctwc, Population and Develop-
“mient Review 8:449.94, .

Hareven, Tamara, 1082, *American Farmitics in Transi-
tion: Historical Perspectives on l’hangc. Pp. 446-66.
in Normal Family Processes, edited by Froma Walsh.
New York: Gutlford Press,

Jones. Cnlvm. Miriam Clarke; Geraldine Mooney.

-Harold McWilliams, , Joanna Crawford, Bruce Stephen-
son,. aid, Roger’ Tourangcau 1982 High:School and
Beyond: 1980 Senior Cohort- and First Follow. up;
.Daty File Users Mdnual, Washington, D.C,: National
Cénter for Educafion Statistics.

Kebrin, Frances E.-1976, “The Primary Individual -and
the Fatmly Changes-in- Living Amangements Since
1940:* Journal of Marriage and the Family 38;233-39.

Kobrin, Frances E. and Calvin Goldscbeudet 1978: The
Ethnic - Factor i’ Famtl_v Structure and Mobility.
Cambndgc MA: Ballmgcr

.'1982."“Family Extension or Nonfamnly Living:

Life (.yclc .Economic. and E!hnic Factors.™ Western

Sociological Review-13:103-18,

“Size and Age Structure of
-Famiily Ha “useheids: Explosatory Compatisons.” Pop-
ulation and Dysi‘elopment Réview 4:187-233,

Muchacl Robert'T., Victor. R, Fuchs, .and Sharon R.
Scon 1980. ‘Chlngcs in-the Propensity to Live
Alone 1950—1976 Demography 172:39-53.

Pampel; Fred ¢ 1983, "Changés-in the Propensity to
Live Monc Evidénce from Consecutive Cross-
Scitional Surveys.. 19601976, Demography
20413-47

Ross Heather L. and Isabel V, Sawhill, 1975, Time of
Transition: The Growth of, ‘Families Headed. by
Women. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute,

1975, Sex Roles. Life -Styles- and

Childbraring. New. York: Free Press,

QL
~ERIC. 11
O i .

SR

a®

P

Toege
O B



PR
o
[

8 AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW

Soldo, Beth. 1977. “Demographic Composition and Household Composition among Blacks, Hispanics and
Source of Tempora! Varistion in the Living Armrange- Other Whites.™ Social Forces 63:508-53.
ments Among the Elderly.” Paper preserted at the Waite Linds, Frances Corldscheider, and Christine
Annual. Meeting of the Populstion Associstion of Witsberger. 1986. “The Development of Individual
Ametica. ism: Nonfamily Living and the Pl-ns of Young Mer:
Tienda, Marta and Ronald Angel. 1982, “Headship aid and Women.” American Sociologicas Review 51:541-34,




S S
.'&y S, \'s L lees’
Y N" e ‘,‘ ',,\M :.?_‘m ,g\.\m

S

x,

sf
%

A3
3
2

CAL
S
o 3

RE

i
e
i+,

RS
wf)::f‘;:
S
R+

¢
3,

AN

L

>
B
i

iniciel

’!
te, S
A ,\;f

g

-

e
:

I
rid

(o

3%

7%
1
2R

kN
)

B et .wz ’
» 7

'imm‘xomnnsn R dn»;

n'AND's

ERanES wq-« B ST e S

.

or:Ressarch Caiiter '“"aiibhih %iﬂi;g';
?Qofg‘ t.‘m m.,(“\m?g;ﬁﬁcuyw ehe Ivn.':'fii

ML 8 2
ey TR e e ‘W =id ":a,-» A S < ’:K::m o N
“ -

14508, Xy M v nem, e,q.‘s.\-\ v
AL RO b s AN N <03 N
nthins fas 3.1 LS,

e
‘”Vl 59
“M‘ '“'{‘ % e i e A Wy ) '“4":,
260 SR L 7
f .,:g«
?3' ;p}) -!.H,,.\
‘t.!" =G x‘ o’
(a- ;*fx‘ o 5

v -.$

3
T “ﬂ,dﬁz'v«




