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ABSTRACT

Home study has enjoyed a .low but steady growth in
populari' * ind acceptance. The growth of independent home study may
be att-ibuted to both the realities of the present educational
environment and the consistently positive results of the home study
method. At least one researcher has suggested that the initially slow
ocrowth of home study may have been due to institutionalized inertia
by traditional educators. In recent years, however, such factors as
the reexamination of traditional educational methods, corcerns over
increasing costs, and recognition of the need for the education and
training of persons living in areas that are remote from school and
campus sites and for persons who have aliready en*ered the work force,
have made home study _ore attractive as an educational option. In the
United States and abroad, increasing numbers of educatorc, government
and military leaders, and businesc managers are coming to appreciate
the flexibility, adaptability, effectiveness, and economy afforded by
home study. It is estimated that more than 150 external degree
programs are currently being offered by universities and state
associations in the United States. Distance education programs have
even been established at the doctoral level. Both Australia and New
Zealand have been actively pursuing home stady programs, and West
Germany has established a central office for monitoring
correspondence education throughout the country. Ir Asia, Africa, and
the Americas, home study has been accepted by a broad array of
countries, ranging from the most developed to nations that are just
now developing. (MN)
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Preface
The present paper was used as a point of departure for Effectiveness and
Acceptance of Home Study hy Leonard Vaiore, Netional Education corporation,
and Grover Diehl, USAF Extension Course Institute, published as a.monc-
graph by the National Home Study Council in 1987.
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EFFFCTTVENESS OF HOME SNV

There is cwrrent a number of flippant "witticisms" about independent home study
which colar the perceptions of rar; pecple, even of many leading traditianal
educe cors who should know better. Representative of such old saws is the one
about "getting a diploma in brain surger. by correspondence". But the old saw
had better start looking over its shoulder. Several journals in the field of
medical education have reported favorably on correspondence education currently
practiced in the areas of medicine, nursing, and pharmacology; and several other
professions could equally be cited.

A far cry from its aineteenth-century beginnings in this country as a
spinoff of the Chautauqua circvrit, independent home study has clearly come of
age. It is currently a robust enterprise which not anly serves needs not met by
traditional education, but also promises to rival and parhaps supplant
traditional education in many functional areas.

As the Chautauqua reference ndicates, independent home study is by no
means a recent phenomenon. There is, in fact, lively debate among hame study
educators as to whether the United States, i. 1728, or Sweden, in 1833, was the
first to offer correspandence study.l Certainly the University of South Africa,
with an unbroken hist :ry of over 100 years, can lay good claim to be the oldest
bana fide correspondence school in continuous operati.on.2 And even the Wright
Brothers dabbled in instruction via correspondence.3

7.5 published research makes ahundantly clear, home study has consistently
been used effectively over a wide range of subjects, in almost every conceivable
enviranment, in sometimes total’ - unexpected locations. Just three

representative examples: From the late 1920's to the early 3@'s, Fritz
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Reinhardt's correspondence course had astounding success in training over 6298 -~

4 Ir the latter

speakers for the National Socialist German viorkers' Party.
stager of World War II, largely through the good offices of the War Prisoners
Aid of the Yi./A, American prisoners of war tock correspondence com:/s&sl In
1981, the vital importance of structured independent self-study was cited in
reference to Great Britain's Open University, a correspondence institution whose
enrollment is preponderantly urban students with easy geographic access to
trad.tional resident institutions)

The substance of what has been said so far was largely avaiiable in Dr.
Charles B. Marshall's 1976 monograph on the effectiveness of hame study.® while
Marshall's paper amply demonstrated the value of correspondence study, much
research has appeared in the interim. The research indicates that

corraspondence study responds effectively to a broad range of needs throughout

K

the world and has earned recognition and suppart on an international scale from '_./
both government and the private sector. The purpose of this paper, then, is to
bring Marshali's monograph up to date, to indicate the continuing growth of
independent hame study worldwide and in an increasing variety of areas, and to
emphasize the increasing incidence of cmses in which—in preference to going to

school—people are sending for it.

RESEARCH STUDIES
When asked in June 1984 to list all sources referenced "correspondence study, "

the FRIC file provided 499 citations.’

The titles in the listing showed more
Aand more that home study was gaining momentum in the traditional educational
sector as well as continuing to be the major companent of extension education.

In addition, the frequency and qual:ty of home-study oriented presentations at

international research symposia demcnstrated that 1t was an arec of s) gnificant
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instructiconal interest which could - i0onger be dismissed as an irferior or
"substituta" rr*.ediur...8 The pertinent .RIiC research data dealt w-th three main
1ssues: instances where there was no alternative to study at hone("F1lling the
Gaps"); studier comparing instruction at home with some cther method
("Zonparative Studies"); and situational amalyses of the home study method in

action (“"Situational Studies" ).

Filling the Gaps

Technological Remoteness. Typically, developing nations are faced with
massive education and training problems and et are similtaneously beset with
weak, limited economies and urrierdeveloped technologies. Zambia was a case in
point with two studies illustrating the problems of conventional education and
detailing higher education's role in relieving the problems by widening 1its
student/subject base via home based continuing education.? Having to "make do,
howaver, was not limited to newly developing nations. India reported nearly
identical problems of increasingly limited finances and a need to stretch
existing resmrc&.m Further, even the affluent industrialized occuntries have
turned to home study when times became difficul’, ac occurred in Canada during
the 1930's. Carrespondence courses were used as one means to help people oope
with the distress and demoralization resulting from the Depr@mon.ll

Geographic Isolation. In adiition to technological remoteness, there
remaln many areas—even in industrialized countries—which are geographically
remote. Alaska and Australia were among the most advanced of the sparsely
populated regions, but Canada and Mexico reparted almost identical problems of

providing educational services to outlying areas.
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In Australia, the atherine School of the Air used a mix of media including
correspandence study to provide an educational program to isolated children.l2
The success of this and other allied pmgfans was mixed, but the problems seemed
to be more trying to do too much with a single device rather than with same
inhereat flaw in the mediun.!? Tomlinson and Tarnof reparted that student
variations such as rural versus urban, normal versus handicapped, and so on,
emphasized the difficulty of mounting a national proyram which seeks uniform
benefits with stardardized methods while at the same time emphasizing individual
Oppportunity-l4

Closer to home, Alaska has had particular success in using hame study to
reach children, pipeline workers, American Indians and Alaskan na\tiv&s.l5 The
title of ane of the papers in this series, "Teacher, the Rears Won't Let Me
Study”, suggested some of the umsual circumstances encountered in Alaskan
educ.atlon.l6

Partly due, perhaps, to their traditions of a high level of state support
of distance edication, Australia and Alaska had the most extensive literature on
crganized hame study. Canada and Mexico, however, reported similar programe.l?
While the geographic characteristics of these countries intuitively lent
themselves to hame study, "wide open cpaces" were not a prerequisite for
isolation. The Uni*ed States. Sootland, Portugal, Norway, Jew Zealand, and
7inland reparted isciation as an Important educational issue and cited hame
study as a usefui J'.nnovation.18

Namadic Students. Population density, or lack thereof, 1s not the only
source of isolation, however. Students can be isolated if they move from one

school or district o another too frequently to follow a umified curriculum.

“igrant students were clear examples of this point. Noting that the variation
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in requirements for graduation fcund 1 the public high schools was a serious

problem far migrant students and greatly diminished their chances for high
school graduation, California developed the Portable Assisted Study Sequence
(PASS), which provided correspondence study keyed to graduation requirements.
Subsequent evaluation demonstrated that the program was functioning
eff&_‘*tively.19 PASS was alsc a feature of Oregon's secondary education program
for migrant students. 2

Curriculum Enrichment. Jsing correspondence study to expand the education
of migrant students generalizes into more traditional areas, both to enrich
existing school curricula and to avoid expensive consolidation. Since the
single student is the basic unit of correspondence . istruction, the method 1s
Ccansiderably more flexible than when the unit 1s an entire classroom. For
exanple, Liberty High School in Washington State has used parchased
correspondence courses for curriculum enrichment and =»s an inducement to inprove
student perfarmance. Not only have these purposes been met, but the program has
fostered more positive studert attitudes and improved attendance.21 deyond

this, McAfee, writing in School tfanagement, argued that creative use of

correspondence ocourses offered a viable alternative to district consolidation,
and that home study was an educationally sound and economically feasible method
of increasing student ppartunities for pboth academic and vocational training.22
Correspondence Study has been demonstrated to be a 'ore popular learning medium
than other alternatives such as television, radio, or newspaper.23
Disabled Students. There remains a smull but iportant nurmber of students
whO experience varying degrees of 1solation due to personsl limitation-—the
physically handicapped, students unresponsive to traditional instraction, and

adults with limiting responsibilities—all of whom may be reached by




correspordence study at home. Parent-infant pPre-school programs for deaf
children have been effective, especially when student density did not support a
resident instructor.?® B'nai B'rith has publishec a list of home study
opportunities faor the hcme—bound.25 A British study found that traditionally
marginal students responded favorably to the home study format of tive Open
Uruver51ty.26 A secord study from England and a study from the United Stztes
arrived at a similar conclusion—outreach programs 1ncluding correspondence,
evening residence courses, indepengent study, etc., were effective means to
reach studesnts not ordinarily reached through rraditional programs. 27 Finally,
» study from Canada illustrated that hore Study not only opened up education to
adults generally, but many of those taking advantage of the liberalization of
opportunity were from urban areas arnd did so despite ready access to :raditional
instructional forms.28

Political. Finally there 1s tii¢ notion of using hame study to meet
socio-political objectives. The case of Fritz Reinhardt and his program fcr
National Sccialist spedkers was mentioned earlier. ‘fore recently, both Soviet
and Chinese education have empluwyed the methcd to further 1deologimal
objectives. One major concern for the Soviets was the need far variocus economic
sectors to meet 1ncreasing demand. Evening and correspondence courses were
directed toward meeting these economic needs and toward qmeeting the popular
demands of the people for education. 29 ‘The Peoples' Republic of China used a
correspondence course combining political theory and social investigation in an
attempt to improve tne political socialization of rural ycuth.w The need for
and further development of correspondence courses in China's rural areas was

also derpnstrated. 3
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Camparative Studies

Most readers will umkediately assume "conparative" means the comparison of
correspondence instruction with traditional residence 1nstruction. This,
assumption should be qualified, however, in two reqards. First, comparison
inplies a far broader category of contrasts than just COrresponilnice versus
residence. Second, Jdirect Comparative studies are frequeatly impossible since
curricula are seldom parallel. The approach we wish to use here for the review
of comparative studies is to attempt to form a judgment as to whether simlar
instructional schemes are equally successful 1n meeting common educational
objectives and whether certain advantages accrue to ane method ar the other.

Pro. In most respects home study and corresr.ondence education has compared
favorably with other methods of previding adult and continuing education. In an
Australian program relying heavily on ocorrespondence instruction, Briody
reported inproved reading ability in six of 12 cnildren with learning
difficulties. Reactions to the program were positive, and it was recommended
that increased teacher-parent-student ocontact be em:cmraged.32 A cost/benefit
study of correspondence versus 1esidence instruction in Canada concluded that at
discount rates above eight percent, high school by correspondence was less
costly, but that the cost/benefit model was sensitive to variations in
completion rates and instructional costs. Advantages were also demonstrated in
the areas of s+. [ atilization, student moti mtion and feedback, instructional
Jquality, and achievement. > In a camarison of computer generated reedback
agalnst traditional home study feedback, Baath found that students receiving
computerized remarks had accelerated submission rates and that computerization

did not adversely affect completion rates. 34
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In the avea of sex education, correspondence nstructicn was shown to be as

effective as traditioral =pdes for both sexes, for both college age and older
persons, and for students in rural and remote areas.35 Using hame study to
achieve socially desirable objectives has also been demonstrated in Soviet
education.36 /

Con. There is, howaver, evidence that home study has failed to perform as
expected. Montgomerie reported that no significant A1 fferences were found
between correspondence, traditional, &.J caputer based distance umstruction,
although completion rates were higher for the last than for the first two.
Generally correspondence students did better than traditional students on
post-tests, but the higher dropout rate for the former ard other methodological
limitations reduced confidence in this findirg.%’ Walsh et al. found that
Summer at-home remedial reading instruction resulted in no measurable
improvement in children's reading ability. The parents were, however, highly
enthusiastic and desired the program's oontinuation.38 Gage and Coladarci,
studying home based inservice teacher training versus no training, failed to
find any difference 1in post-test behaviors but noted that the program may have
been too limited. They believed that more evtensive instruction and
ccmprehensive materials could have easily altered the outcome. 39 There was also
2 1976 study by Vafziger which found that very few independent study courses
actually led to the recognition of achieverent th._ agh the award of a
certificate, license, or academc de<_:p:ee.4'g

Aralysis. Patently, the comparative effectiveness of Structured at home
self-study via correspandence versus formal resident instruction and other forms
of extension 2ducatio> femains something of an open question. Much depends upon

operational considerations which my only be indirectly connected with the
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instructional components of a course. It 1s clear, however, that correspondence

study 1S not inherently less effective than other farms. Furrher; it has the

i

advantages of increased flexibility end often less cost. rhe relative
inflexibility of many forms of extension instruction was examined in detail in a
1981 paper by Muzzin. In an excellent summary of progress and problems 1in
extension education, she found little evidence tha* advanced technoloay actually
uproved program quality. Many of the difficulties encountered, however, may
nave been due to resistance by conventional institutions. There was support for
the notion that the application of technology in higher education was most
pronising in the areas of oorrespondence study and off-campus centers.4l 1The
flex.bility of correspondence study was also cited by Hurst, who argued that the
lack of success of edumtional broadcasting in some developing countries was due
to its inflexibility, and that correspondence study through tape distribation
centers was one means of reducing the problem. 42

Summary. The answer to the question "which mode of instruction 1s better"”
remins, then, equivocal. 1In scme cases there is no alternative to home study;
therefore comparative research is not possible. Elsewhere, a single
Correspondence course attenpts to reach an audience formerly served by several
resident courses, with disappointing results. Or, comparative research is
conducted with methodological limtations. Perhaps a more workable question
would be "Are the expectations of the course reasonable, and have the students
achieved the Gesired level of performance?” when viewed from this perspective,
the evidence is strangly supportive of home study--not as a substitute, but as

an alternative.
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Situational Studies \

There are otlier exang - the effectiveness of home study along the
pragmatic lines described above b 'sides QCcmparative studies and unmet needs.
Evans described an 'uservice education correspondence course on leadership
development. in vocitional education which was offered by the University of
Illinois. When used as group study and with invited quidance and admnistrative
persannel, the course was very effective.43 The principle of delivering
conventional subjects through distance education has been institutionalized with
effective results in arganizations such as England's Open University.44 Blank,
using a pre-test/post-test design, fourd a igniticiut increase in ccnitive
knowledge and strong student approval for an audio-cassette continuing education

course 1n pharmacology. 4

A study in Finland demonstrated that increased life
expectan . Jas positively associated with the availability of programs targeted . ,)
A those nearing or in retj.rement.46 The Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service
provides a program in parenchood education which includes mini-cour_es,
correspondence education, and a newsletter. The program was associated with a
decrease in teenage pregnancy in 11 of © e 13 counties in which the program
operated.47 Wagoner, cited earlier 1n connection with using correspondence
courses to provide high s ool instruction in limited interest subjects, noted
that there were no schoo! dropouts during the cour.. of the pro ject:.48 raverenz
found that students taking coirespondence courses from nine [lidwes ‘rn ard
Sautheastern universities were generally satisfied with teacher-student

communication, rated their courses ver Y 90od for academic quality, and were

willing to take other independent study oours%'.49 In a centrol group
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experiment, Dyson found improved post-test per.wmance for a group of 35
elementary school students receiving remedial reading instruction via
corriispczndence.5fa Brookfield reported that a university correspondence course
in rural Eigland unexpectedly drew a large share of its students from urban
areas with relatively easy access to traditional instJ:'t,lctj.on.51

Perhaps the most unexpected finding of at-home versus resident instructicn,
however, is the institutionalized student centeredness of the former. Resident
institutions contain numerous student support programs which are usually taikzn
for granted—residence halls, libraries, student unions, and so an. Only
infrequently, however, are these uirectly counected to curricula, and very often
instruction is decidedly instructor centered. In home study, by contrast, the
instructor must assume that the student has only that which he or she is
directly provided. As a result, home study institutions often have extensive
student support staffs and are very sensitive to student criticism.

in the United States, this may be due to many hame study institutions bzing
private schools operated for profit. 1In contrast to resident students, who pay
full tuit.on "up front”, home study students pay as they go on a month to month
basis; consequently, they have a very effective means of expressing their
displeasure with poor service: they simply send a cancellation instead of a
check. Management knows that poor service means dropouts, and therefore puts
major emphasis on student support and good responsive service as an adjunct to
che effective :nstruction which the studert has a right to expect.

The profit motive, however, is not the only reason for the student centered
nature of home study programs. As noted by Lewis, it may also have mich to do
with at-home students often being demographically different from traditional

students and requiring specific counseliny to complete courses successfully.52
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Perraton noted a similar kind of individual attention in developing countries

where the tutor's direct instructional role was limted. In those cases tutors
tended to concentrate on dialogue with the students and then, in turn,
comunicate their educational needs to system c.levelog)ers.53 Baltzer noted that
operational support to students in commnity ocollege extensicon progréms was
probably the most. underrated factor 1n inplementing alternative delivery
systems. Students enrolied in alternative delivery coursass and the faculty
teaching those ocourses required much more than did teachers and students in the
classroom.54 In a second paper, the same author noted that reasons for not
using effective communicat:on media lncluded the standard ones of costs and
opposition to change as well 1s a lack of understanding on the part of senior
management as to exactly what the students needed and wanted.‘55 Other sources
might be cited to document the necsssity of formally integrating student
services and feedback into extension 1astruction. 36 Generally, when management
was extension centered, success followed. Canversely, when management came to R
extension education with the préconceptions of resident instruction, problems in

implerenting the program and achieving student satisfaction followed.

Summary

It 1s clear that home study has demonstrated its effectiveness in meeting
expéctations. Indeed, many more titles could have been cited. A Qdirect
reading of the ERIC abstract files quickly discloses that home study is solidly
established as a vicble altermative avenue for learning that 1s capable of
adaptation to widely varying circumstances and environments, and sufficiently

flexible to achieve any ot a broad spectrum of educational objectives.
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ORGANIZATTIONAL ACCEPTANCE IN THE JSA
/
Perhaps the most telling endorsement of home study is the degree to which
business and industry have accepted it as a viable training activity. Miller,

in the Training and Development. ~umal, noted that correspondence education was

a tested, flexible, and viable additicn to the training and development arsenal

57

of learning tools. Lambert, an official with the National Home Study Council,

has prepared a primer cn home study vhich appeared in a later issue of the same

58

jourmal. The extent to which organizations have adopted the method may be

shown in a nunber of a2xangles.

Trades and Professions

Tne trades, industry, ard occupations were among the ~vst agyressive to
accept home study. Activities in which home study programs have been developed
included dairying, librarianship, music, railroads, teaching, sales and
salesmanship, and transportation. >9 Over forty trade associations spansor
correspondence study departments in such fields as hotel/motel management, yacht
design, jewelery-making, medical record maintenance, banking, etc. In Alaska,
the centralized high schaol correspondence program included a number of trades
related courses, including livestock raising, engine repair, taxidermy and
tanning, salimon aquacultvre, and computer skills.%? The professions have also
been developing home stucy programs, primarily for inservice training, in
engineering, envirormmental science, gerontology, medicine, nursing,

pharmacology, and police science. %l
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Publi¢ Service

The U.S. government is the single largest provider of home study in
America. Govemment and military agencies sponsar an amazing variéty of home
study programs. The Air Force Extension Course Institute, far exanple, offered
over 350 mourses in professional military education and career development in
1784 and processed about 354,000 enrollments.®2. The varine Corps Institute and
the U.5. Army Institute for Professional Development are also extremely large
and offer a wide variety of courses. The Navy and Coast Guard have similar
programs on a slightly smaller scale. Recause these are such large programs
wi*" highly similar interests, the military services hold a yearly conference,

the Interservice Correspondence Exchange, duriig which they share experiences

and develop projects of mutual interest.63 Other federal agencies providing e
home study include the Federal Emergency Management Admimisir-ation, the o

Immigration and Naturalization Gaervice, the Environmental Protection Agenc/, and
the Office of Personnel ilanagement. The subjects taught by the federal home
study activities have included pest management and environmental quality,
wastewater management, management and supervision, citizenship for
naturalization purposes, and, of course, the full range of occupational

speci. _cies found in the military services.?®

1

17



United States

Formal recognition of home study is now regularly coming from resident
colleges and universities. The Mational Jniversity ontinuing Rducation
Association includes edumtors from colleges and universities around the country
and focuses on extension programs and 1eeting the needs of the non-traditional
learner. There are also many examples of post-secondary institutional
involvement in offering both degree and non~degree programs via home study.

Baltzer, writing in the Community and Junior College Journal, described a number

of telecomminications delivery systems which could be adapted to distance

education. 65 .

Colleges and universities have increasingly been adapting
traditional course offerings to the home study farmat. Fror example, Cornell
University offered courses in environmental studies and the University of iorth
Carolina at Charlotte reported using correspondence study in an on-the-job
training program for 1ts own physical plant '-.rorke.rs.66 There are currently more
than 150 external deyree programs offered by universities and state

assocmtions.67 Distance education programs have evenl fourd their way 1nto

doctoral tevel studies. 68

International

University level instruction on the oollege level, perhaps in part because

it 1s largely state funded, 15 even more popular overseas. Australia, Juebec,

15
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Great fAritain, India, KKenya, and Nigeria provide evidence of the acceptance of
post-sece ‘ary wstruction via correspondence.69 ‘There 1~ also a network of
resource- amd expertise-sharing among nations. The interest of UNESCQO 1in home
study has been #1dely moted. ‘The Federal Republic of Germany, in ap independent
international effort, has cooperated with Kenya 1n developing a post-graduate
program in curriculum develqment.m Both the British and the West Germans have
developed independent national universities to provide college level home study,

the Open University and the Fernuniversitat, respectively.
GOVERIMENT RECOGNITLON

‘Jnited States

Formal recognition of correspondence study by federal and state governments
in the United States goes back to 1883, when the State of :jew York authorized
the Chatauqua Institute to award degrees in 1ts hore stud- program. Various
state-chartered institutions and land grant universities launched correspondence

tudy departments at the turn of the century. In 1920, with generous help from
Intermatio 1l Correspondence Schools, one of the earliest of the military
correspondence schools was established, the U.S. Marine Corps Institute.

On the federal level, farmal governent recognition of private home study
came in 1936, when the U.S. rederal Trade Comussion adopted a series of Trade
2ractice Rules farmilated Jy the lational Home Study Council (:HSC). Since
1936, federal reliance on the work of the NHSC has steadily 1increased.

Following World War II, home study institutions were included in the naw

G.I. Bill of Rights. Subsequent G.I. 8ills have given specific recognition *+o
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NH3C accredited schools. Under the Vietnam Fra G.I. Bi1l", over '.1 million

veterans (20% of the total) elected to use their education benefits for a nome

study program.

The U.S.Camissioner of Educacion formally recognized the Accrediting
Commissicm of the NHSC in 1959 as a "nationally recognized accrediting agency".
This recognition was re-affirmed in 1979, 1974, and 1981. 1In 1985, the NHSC
Accrediting Commission's Scope of recognition expanded to include "academic
degree programs by home study from the associates <hrough the masters degree

levels", a historic achievement for a field loug associated with a degree mill

stigma.

Federal government reliance on and recognition of correspondence study
takes on many forms: for employment and hiring purposes in the civil service
system; home study high school diploma recognition for armed forces persannel;
tuiti.n reimbursement programs such: as the Department of lavy program; and
eligibility under various government student tuition aid programs such as the
Guaranteed Student Loan Program. Today, in fact, the (J.S. govermment's home
study institutes, both m litary and non-military, enroll over ~ million students
annually. These institutes include those operated by the military as well as
those of the various guvernment Agencies such as the Office of Persannel

rlanagement ard the Defense Security Institute.

International

Recognition of home study overseas 1s even mpre firmly established, and
more effectively aided throuh Supportive legislation, “han 1t 1s in the {.S.

The West Germans, far example, have established a central offic » far monitoring




education via correspondence, the Staatliche Zentralstelle fur den
E‘e.rzrn.trxterricht.71 UNESCO conducted a survey to study requlations and
legislation regarding correspondence 1n five countries and recommended
quidelines far developing countrles.72 The iMESW0 project surveyed the Federal
Republic of Germany, the U.S., Great Britain, India, and France. Dénmark, in
198U, enacted the Leisure-Time Cducation Consolidation Act which oconsolidated
two earlier laws and resulted in a comprehensive program of correspondence
instruction. 2 Given the avallability and long history of traditional residerce
instruction in their nations, i’ is remarkable that such densely populated
countries as the Federal Repbulic of Germany, Great Britain, and Denmark have
taken the lead in home study legislation.

z

INTERHATTONAL  ACCEP TANCE,

Home study, both within and outside of the United States, enjoys
considerable academic regard, government approval, and popular acceptance. What
was for a long time--at least in the U.S.--misperceived in the common public
mind as an inferior substitute for “the real thing” tas long since established
itself here and abrvad as a viable alternative and frequently a preferable
chorce to traditional instruction. This final section will just skim the globe,
citing only a fer' of projects here ard there, to give something of an overview
of the scope, variety, and acceptance of home study in an international
perspective.

Perhaps the central paper in the analysis of international acceptance was

Borje Holmberg's second revision of Status and Trends of Distance Educatlon.m.

This 2xtraordinarily well documented work discussed the various aspects of
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distance education and illuminated the present status and inmportamnt trends.
Holmberg has also just finished a pceliminary report on the status of distance
education in the world in the 1930s with the full report to be available

shortly. &

while Holmberg's publications should be requireqd reading for every
serious analyst of home study, what follows here does not draw iraw on the
sources 1in his extensive bibliographies; rather, to maintala the scale of the

rest of this paper, it continues to draw only from sources in the ERIC files

listed 1in the cited 1984 search.

Australia and Environs

The significant involvement of Australian educational authorities has been
amply demonstrated elsewhere via :heir large contribution to the research
literature. To those sources already cited, we should add the papers and
proceedings of the Australian National Wworkshop on Distance Education, the
Priority Country Area Program, efforts in rural pre-school education and the
Queensland 1tinerant teacher service which reaches remote and rural stl.xcie:nts.?6

In addition to Australia, Vew Zealand has been actively pursuing home study
programs. One paper by McVeagh focused on ha- tnat ocuntry used media in the

delivery of correspondence study.77 A second paper, published 1in Educational

Horizaons, examined the correspondence schocl system and the ways it enhar.~ed the

educational system. 78
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Pacific and Indian Ocean Areas '
S

As with Australia, the value of home study to India and vicinity island
nations was demonstrated earlier; the references cited here are simply
additional exanples.

In India an article by Yadav and others examined the role of home study in
developing nations ani offered suggestions for increasing effectiveness and

creating community involvenent.79

Another Indian paper by Sharme discussed an
educational project in which correspcndence education was used to reach

academically deficient students.% Dodds described an experimental program in
Mauritius which explored the potential for teaching at a distance through a

variety of extension media supplemented by occasional in-person tutorials.81

Elton and Gaye describe a variety of ways to train academic staff at the p.
Unmiversity of Malaysia, and use those experiences to guide staff training ir.

other countries in the region.82 The December 1980 issue of Asian South Pacific

Bureau of Adult Education Courier Service described a Thal radio carrespondence

project, and the Asian Center of Zducational Innovation for Development cited 14
innovative educational programs which have been inplemented in Malaysia, Korea,

83

India, Japan, and Australia. Projects reported by the Center included radio,

television, amd correspondence proyrams.

Asia

’
Programs in Korea and Japan were noted in connection with the Asian Center

of Education.l Tnnovation and Development paper cited above. It also found a
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program of experimental correspordence courses for youth resettled in China, a

nistnrical paper on the development of oorrespondence cducation in Turkey, a

adults in South Korea, a paper by Lwin on how Burm integrated correspandence
study into a national educational policy, amd a detailed paper on Everyman's
Umiversity, and a non-traditional university in Israel offering F -stsecondary
edumtion via extension to a mon-traditional ocollege populatlon.84 A paper by
Pereira, in Convergence, examined correspondence educaticn in Asia from a more

general perspective. 85

The acceptance of home study in Africa was demonstrated in a munber of

countries ranging from the most mxdern, such as South Africa, to impoverished

Third World countries such as Lesoto and Botswana. vYule described the use of
microteaching at a dista.ice university as an evaluation method in teacher

training. 86

HMauma examined and evaluated the correspcndence education system in
Tanzania, which emphasized non-certification and job oriented courses.S’ Malawi
stretched limited resources by 1ncorporating correspondence study intr 3 program
for rural development persannel, concentrating on improving their background
educational and communication ski].ls.g8 in another instance of conserving
resources, Swaziland, Lesoto and Botswana Cooperated by accepting a single

correspondence course far common use in all three countries. This effart had

implications fur production of other correspondence materials as well as for the
/

organization of correspondence oourses generally.89 A JNESQO paper, Educational

Reforms and Innovations in Africa, presented nine case studies from a number of
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East Africian ocountries including Senegal, Mali, Tanzania, Benin, Togo,
Ethicopia, Samlia, and Kenya. The concept of correspondence study figured »\

prominently in the pr&sentations.%

Europe

As might be expecteq, England, with its Open Univer.ity and as the home of
the Bulletin of the I: :ermational Council for Distance Education, is a center of
hame study activity. The interest in home study, however, is plainly evident
throughout the entire continent. To a greater or lesser extent, every European
nation from east to west relies on home study.

Articles from the Soviet Union have already been mentioned. Another in the
same series was "Soviet Secondary Specialized Education, " which examined the
role and structure of the Soviet secondary technical education system in light
of rapidly changing economic conditions. As hefore, at-hame study figured \
prominently in the dlscussions.gl Also from the Castern Block, a paper from the
Democcatic Republic of Germany described wrrespondence study as it functioned
in that socialist soclety.92 Bi cilkowska described an experiment using
televisim to enhance Poland's out-of-school secondary level agricultural
courses, often called correspaniance secondary schools. 7 A paper 1in Adult

Education in rinland d:scussed the remart of the Open University Committee which

proposed the promotion of the open aniversity learning experience throughout
that countity. Program erphasis would be on adapting umversity level distance
studies to adults via correspondence, radio, ané t:elevision.94 The level of
interest shown by Finland in home study was shown also in a paper by Alanen,
which discussed the private and state oorrespondence institutes in Finland, and

O
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a research report on the use of home based language instruction paccages using
portable cassette tape recorders.gs Sweden used distance educational studies
consisting of correspondence courses with additional study quides and booklists
as ane of three forms of distance teaching in higher educatlon.% Norway,
following the lead of a number of othar countries, has developed an 1institute
for distance education, Norsk Fjernundervisning.97 tinally, England has heen
cited as a leader in distance education, not only in the more conventional
educational areas but in such areas as trade union education as wo==lJ..q8 The
history and progress of home study in England was claimed py Elliott to result
from the popularity of the written examination as a selection method, the growth
of professional bodies, and the spread of prcfessional jom.mals.99 Curzon,

writing in Comparative Edvaation and along a similar line of examination,

discussed the advantages of correspondence education in England and the

N >therlands. 140

The Americas

The contributions to and interest in home study by Canada, Mexico, and the
United States are quite obvious, of course, but 1t is worth noting at this point
that other countries in the Americas have also pursied hame study as a matter of
educational policy. Peru, for example, used distance education to lmprove
teaching education as part cf the educational refaorm which began in 1970.

Within the Peruvian context, distance 2ducation 1ncluded oorrespondence courses,
radio, and televi sion, 101 Padron described a school 1n Venezuela which provided
non-credit classes and correspondence study to increase Venezuela's skilled work

force.]'g2 Brazil also reparted interest in home study.M3
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Among the ERIC files, though, the mjority of tne literature is from
Fnglish-speaking North American sources, predominantly the Umited States. By
way of adding to the supportive literature already mentioned, the following may
be -ited. Barker and Peterson surveyed 319 small rural high schools and and
found that 25 pe-cent of tire counselc:s frequently recommended cor .espond ace

1904

courses. A similar ~onclusion was drawn by [iimicht and Partridge in a

smaller study.ms Finally, Changing Times magazine concludec that the

increasing flexibility of curricula created a natural environment for the

nursuit of home study programs;.M6

SUM1ARY

Home study has enjoyed a slow but steady development leading to its current
state of accelerating popularity and acceptance. This growth is based both on
the realities of the present educational environment ard the consist:ntly

positive results of the method. As suggested by punkel in Adult Education, the

slowness of the initial growth may have been due to institutionalized inertia by
traditional eductators.]‘07 In recent years, however, the re-examination of

¥ ;auitional methods, the concern with increasing costs, the recognition of the
need for educati™ and training to continue beyond the walls of a campus and
beyord the ertry into wcwking life——all these and many other considerations have
led educators, government and military leaders, business managers seeking
triining that will not interefere with production, and virtually anyone with a
new ard unique need for education or training to lock anew at the flexibility,
adaptak/>il ity, effectiveness, and economy of home study.

The success of enterprises such as England's Open Jniversity, totally

24

_7

N
"t

a




i)
\ ;215“‘

o

extramiral degree proyranms in Burope and the Americas, continuing education and
training in the trades and professians, and the successful exoerience aof the
military in enlisted career training and professional military education for

m litary Jeaders, all of these successful uses of Jdiscance education have put
the educational community on notice that mot only the content but the delivery
of instruction will be different in the future.l?8 As Lambert cbserved 1n in

College Board Review, home study typically offers indiwvidual wnstruction,

relatively modest cost, easy accessibility, and practical specialization. 193 To

his assessment we may now add--and proven effectiveness.
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