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ABST™ACT

A study was designed to investigate the perceptions
and practices of home economics teacher educators with regard to the
preparation of preservice vocational home economics teachers for
political participation. The population for the research consisted of
277 home economics teacher educators th-oughout the United States;
186 usable responses (67 percent) were received from a questionnaire
on teacher educator backgrounds, attitudes toward preparing teachers
for political participation, and content of suzh preparation.
Findings indicated _aat 100 percent of the respondents encouraged
their students to join professional organizat sns; 97 percent also
urged them to assume active leadership roles. Ninety-four pzrcent of
the respondents perceived a need to prepare preservice teachers for
political participation, but only 85 percent were currently doing so.
The most common types of activities included in teacher preparation
for political participation were discussions of current legislation
affecting home economics, the role of legislation in vocational
education, and the political impact of professional organizations on
legislation; and writing letters to legislators or other influential
persons. The preparation was integrated into home economics courses,
and there were slight differences according to teacher educator
characteristics. (KC)
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THE PERCEPTIONS AND PRACTICES OF

HOME ECONOMICS TEACHER EDUCATORS
REGARDING THE PREPARATION OF PRE-SEKVICE TEACHERS
FOR POLITICAL PARTICIPATICN

This study was designed to investigate the perceptions

anc practices of home economics teacher ducators with regard

to the preparation of pre-service vocational home economics

teachers fo~ political participation.

Objectrives

The specific objectices of this study were:

1.

To determine the extent to which teacher educators
perceived a need to prepare pre-service teachers
for political participation.

To determine the extent to which tcacher educatrors
were preparing pre-se vice teachers for political
participation.

To determine whether such preparation, if in
existence, was integrated into home economics
education courses or presented in a separate
course either within or outside of the home
economics unit.

To determine [f there were differences in the
perceptions and practices of teacher educators
with regard to age, highest deeree earned,
membership in professi»snal home economics

education associatrions. and ~eocraphic region.

Pooulation

The population for this rescarch consisted of home economics
teacher educators in the United States as listed in The 1985

National Directory of Vocational Home Fconomics Teacher FEducators.




From this list, the researchers surveyed one teacher educatcr
per institurion. A total of 277 questionnaircs were mailed.
Seventy-one percent or 196 were re‘urned. Usable responses
fotaled 186 or 67 percent. Regionally, the percentage

returned ranced from 69% to 737..

Data Collection Instrument

The data collect’~n instrument devised by the researchers
contained three major sections. Section A was designed to
obtain backeround information on teacher educators. Section B
of the instrument was desiened to idenrify the perceptions and
practices of teacher educators with regard to the preparation
of pre-cervice teachers for political participation. Respondents
were asked to indicate whether such preparation was tauecht in a
separata course either within or outside of the home economics
unit or integrated into home economics/home cconomics education
courses. Additionally, the teacher educators were given a 1list
of items that could be included in political participation
studies and were asked to ind.cate those currently beine used.
Section C of the instrument was desisned to obtain comments/
suggestions from teacher educators regarcing the preparation

of pre-service teachers for political participation.

Statistical Procedures

Descriptive statistics were used to analvze the data.
Descriptive data were placed in contingency tables in order
to identify differences in the responses of tcacher educators
with regard to ave, aichest degree earned, membership in
professional home economics education associations, and

aeogranhic reecion,

Fiudings
Findings indicated that 1007 of the resvondents encouraced

their students to join prof-ssional orranizations while 977
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also urred them to assume active leadership roles. Ninety-four

percent of the respondents perceiv d a nced to prepare pre-service

vliticdal participation, but only &57, were currentrly
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The most commen typ-~s of activities included in nre—cervice
teachers' preparation for polirical participation were the
discussion o. current legislation affecting ho~e econorics. a
discussion of the role of legislation in vocaticonal education,

a discussion of the political impact of professional orzanizations
on lezislation. and the writinge of letters to lecislatcrs or
other influential persons.

nesults of the survey indicated that 927 of the preparation
for political participation is integrated into hore econcmics/
nome economics education courses. There were few differences
overall in the percep.ions of teacher educators with regard to
age, highest degree earned, membership in professional home

economics education asscciations, and geoararhic region.

Conclusions

The conclusions of this studyv were:

1. Teacher cducators indicated a need to prepare nre-
service teachers for political participation.

2. Teacher educators were preparinc pre-service teachers
for political participation but with less freauency
than the perceived need.

3. The preparation of pre-service wvocational home
economics teachers for political participaticn
was intecrated into home econorics/home economics
education courses.

4. There were slight differences in the percepticns
of teacher educators with recard to a-e, highest
degree earned, membership in professional hen
cconcnics education asscociations. and qeonraphic

reoion.




