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ABSTRACT

In an effort to assess community college students'

knowledge of the liberal arts, the Center for the Study of Community
Colleges developed and field-tested a student survey and General
Academic Assessment (GAA) instrument. The GAA was completed by a
sample of 8,024 studernts at four large, urban community college
districts. The scores were cross tabulated by selected student
characteristic variables (e.g., age, ethnicity, native language, and
reason for attending college) and selected educational background
variables (e.g., the number of college units already completed by the
student, and the number of English courses the student had taken
prior to the GAA test). On the literacy section of the GAA, which
assessed student ability in English grammar, punctuation, and reading
ability, oider students scored slightly higher than younger students.
Not surpisingly, native language seemed an important factor in a
student's ability to use English. Students attending college to
satisfy personal interest scored higher on the literacy section than
those intending to transfer or receiving occupational training. There
appeared to be a positive correlation between the number of semester
hours completed and scores on the literacy section of the GAA. A

positive correlation was revealed between the number of English
courses taken and the students' GAA literacy scores. (EJV)
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DIGEST

August 1964

STUDENT A3SSES3MENT - LITERACY

In an effort to aseess community college students’ imowledne
of the liberal arts, the Center for the Study of Commumity
Colleges developed and field-tested a student survey and general
academic assesssent. This Gereral Acadewic fAssessment (BAA) has
representative nuabers of items in the humanities, sciences,
social sciences, mathematics, and English usage. In addition, it
contains such background itews about the students as age, the
nusber of college rredits earned, educational and occupational
aspirations, self-assessment of their skills, and the number of
liberal-arts courses taken.

During 1983 and 1984, a sample of 8,824 students at four
large urban community college districts {Los Angeles, Chica;
Miami-Dade, and St. Louis) completed the 6AA instrument, .2
sample was obtained by taking every twentieth eligible class
section in each of the districts' =~hedule of classes. Only
sections with acadewic transfer-credits were eligibie; students
taking resedial classes, vocational-technical classes, adult
education, or commmity services courses exclusively were not
incl uded,

This ERIC digest examines how well the students did on the
literacy portion of the 6AA.  The nature of the literacy test
itews is first discussed, followed by a series of tables that
detail scores by ethnicity, age, and educationai background,

Test itews in the literacy section of the GAA assess stundent
ability in English grassar, punctuation and  re.ding
cosprehension,  An example is provided below:

cach sentence below may contain an error in grammar
(wong form of verh, noun, pronoun, adjective, adverd), R few
sentences are correct as they stand, Circle the letter
| indicating the errwr, if any, If there is no error in the
sentence, circle the lotter E on the answer sheet.

Gramear,

i. As she sntered the bus the woman said, “There's no seats in
R B C
the back; let's stand here by the dior.” (No error)
D E

2. The only weakress that lowers the grades on wmy English
fi B c

theses are the errors 1n spelling,

D E

{No error)

Itews were provided by the City Colleges of Chicago.
Selection was made by parels of staff members from community
"3’ jes in Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles, Miami, Phoemix and St.
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Louis. A total of 60 itews in English usage was used on the five
forms of the GAR,

Scores on the literacy section were aggregated and converted
to ten-point scale scores,

In the following tables, the GAA scores are cross tabulated
by selected Student Characteristic variables and  selected
Educational background variables.  Studemt characteristics
encompass age, ethnicity, native language, amd reason for
attending college; Educational background variables include the
nusber of college units already completed by the student, and the
nusber of English courses that the student has taken prior to the
GAA test. Each table shows, in rank order, tho mean literacy
score on a scale of 1 to 18,

I. 6@ Scores Cross Tabulated by Student Characteristics
f. Mean Scores by Student Age
In general, older students scored higher than younper

students. However, the difference between high and low scores is
less than one point.

e Mean Number

Uver 50

A -5

3 -4

20 or less

21 -3

Entire Population

%)
5.3
S.%6
4.9
4.78

4,94 7,838

B. Mean Scores by Whether or not English is the Native Language

Not surprisingly, native language seews an important factor
in a student's ability to use English. However, when exasined by
ethnic group, native and nom-native English speaking Hispanics
not only show the smallest differential, but also scored second
highest in each instance,

Ethnic Broup

A1l
As1an
Black
Hispanic
White
Other

Mean/Yes N kean/No N Differentiall

319
4,48
4,15
L
6.®
AT

6,095
208
1,89
599
3,87
223
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410
3.85
3.2
4.35
4,43
3.59

1,877
549
i1
817
265
19

1.8
.63
.83
42

.39
.98




C. Mean Scores by Aeason for Attending College

Students attend community colleges for a variety of reasons,
hose attending to satisfy a personal interest scored higher on
the literacy section than those intending to transfer or
receiving occupational training.

f i Mean Number |
Personal Interest S.43 968
Transfer 498 4,433
Advance in Occupation 4,82 T8
Enter an Occupation A2 2,133
Entire Populatio” 4,93 1,882

Students plamning a career in the applied arts scored higher
than any other career aspirations with a score of 5,29,

D. Mean Scores by Self-fssessment of Editing Skills

Students taking the 69 were asked to rate their own ability
to edit witten saterial as compared to other students at their

college. Those who rated thewselves highly also scored high on
the literacy section of the GAA.
Rati Mean Number

Excellent 6.28 1,050

Good S.08 2,9%

Fair 4,58 3,031

Poor 4.16 806

Entire Population 4,95 1,879

I, 6AR Scores Cross Tabulated by Educational Background
A Mean Scores by Number of Cowpleted College Units
There appears to be a positive correlation between the

nusber of semester hours cowpleted and scores on the literacy
section of the GA,

Nusber of Units Completed Mean Nusber

69 or more 5. 55 1,265
45 - 59 4.9 1,05
-4 4,9 1,39
15-29 4,83 1,635
0- 14 4,73 2,213

When corpared by ethmic greun, the rate of gain for fsian
students was among the highest,

[Kc
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Ethnic Grou Mean N Mean N__ Differential
8-14 Units 68 or more
units
fisian 3.69 166 463 138 .94
Black 3.98 556 4,59 278 .61
Hispanic 4.5 429 45 19 ]
white 5.9 936 6.68 567 1.16
Other 419 3 S.% b .87

B. Mean Scores by Number of English Courses Taken

A positive correlation is revealed between the number of
English courses taken and the students' GAA literacy scores.

| No. of English Courses  Mean Nusber |
Three or more 5.81 1,313
Two courses 5. 00 2,199
One Course 4,97 2,033
None 4,87 1,97
Entire Yopulation 4.9% 1,539

The GAA is meant to assess students' kmowledge of the
liberal arts in comunity colleges, The literacy section, as
well as the others, was designed specifically to assess the
learning of cohorts of studemts, not individual students. The
data from the GAA will be used as a tool to aid in program
planning, curricular wodifications, and to gauge institutional
outcomes, More inforsation about the GAA may be obtained from:

Center for the Study of Cossunity Colleges
flesearch Director: Florgnce B. Brawer
1047 Gayley fivanue

Los Angeles, CA 90024

Riiey, Michelle. The Community College General Academc
Assessment: Los Angeles District, 1983, Los Angeles:
Center for the Study of Community Colleges, 1984,

ED number not yet assigned.

Riley, Michelle. The Community College General Acadewic

Assessment: Miami-Dade Community College District,
1983, Los fngeles: Center for the Study of Community
Colleges, 1984,

ED number not yet assigned.

ERIC Digests examining other sections of the GAR are
available from the ERIC Clearinghouse for Junior Colleges; 8118
Math Smms Duxldum ll:LA: Los Rnules Cahforma 90024,

ERIC C]ear1nghouse for
Junior Colleges
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