DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 285 158 CS 210 535

AUTHOR Im, Yung-Ho

TITLE Objectivity as Ideology: A Comparison of the American
and Soviet Concepts of News.

PUB DATE Aug 87

NOTE 29p.; Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the

Association for Education in Journalism and Mass
Communication (70th, San Antonio, TX, August 1-4,

1987).

PUB TYPE Viewpoints (120) -- Speeches/Conference Papers (150)
-- Reports - Research/Technical (143)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC02 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS Capitalism; Communism; Comparative Analysis;

Democracy; Foreign Countries; *Government Role;
Ideology; Media Research; *News Media; *News
Reporting

IDENTIFIERS *Media Government Relationship; *Objectivity; United
States; USSR

ABSTRACT

The concept of “objectivity" suggests that facts are
selected and constructed accord1ng to formal rules by professional
journalists. A comparison of American and Soviet concepts of news
leads to the observation that both share similar claims to
objectivity. The similarity defies whether objectivity assimes the
form of facts detached from values in the American case, or
soc1opol1t1cal information in accordance with "obJect1ve historical
laws in the Soviet counterpart. While the American concept of news
presents itself in such a way that 1ts 1deolog1cal function is
1mp11c1t the Soviet concept of news is defined in such a way that
its ideological function is expl1czt. In spite of the apparent
contrast, the claims to obJect1v1ty in both cases serve to 1eg1t1m1ze
the t:end toward the concentration of access by media industries in
the United States and by the State in the Soviet Union.
(Author/HTH)

khkkhhkhhkhnhhkhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhkhhkhhkhkhkhkhkhhkhhkhhhhhkhhkhhkhhhkhhhhhhhhhkhhkhhkhkhkhkk

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

* from the original document. *
khhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhkhkhkhhkhkhhhkhhhhkhkhhkhhhkhhhhhkhkhkthhhhkhkkhhkhhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhhhhkkkhsk




o o)
T
i
T
e
o
(o}
L

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
of Ed and |

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)

This document has been reproduced as
d lrom the ot

onginating it

0 Minor chsnges have been made to improve
reproduction qushty

8 Points of view Of 0DnNiONS Stated in this docu-
ment do not necessanty represent ofticial
OERI position or policy J

OBJECTIVITY AS IDEOCLOGY:
A COMPARISON OF THE AMERICAN AND SOVIET CONCEPTS OF NEWS

by

Yung-Ho Im

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRAN1TED BY

Yung-Ho Im

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."

renTeNGRIERERST )

School of Journallsm and Mass Communication
University of iowa
Iowa Citys IA 52242

Paper presented to the Qualitative Studies Division of
the Association for Education iIn Journalism and Mass
Communication Annual Conventions San Antonios Texass

August 1-44 1987, ‘

2 BEST COPY AVAILABLE




ABSTRACT

"Objectivity as Ideology: A Comparison of the American and Soviet Concepts of News"

Yung-Ho Im

The concept of "objectivity" suggests that facts are selected and constructed
according to formal rules by professional journalists. In this paper, a comparison
of the American and Soviet concepts of news leads to the observation that both

share similar claims to objectivity. The similarity defies whether objectivity
assumes the form of facts detached from values in the American case, or socio-
political information in accordance with "objective" historical laws in the Soviet
counterpart. In spite of the apparent contrast, the claims to objectivity

in both cases serve to legitimize the trend toward the concentration of access

by media industries in the United States and by the State in the Soviet Union.
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INTROOUCTION

This paper compares concepts of news in the United States
and the Soviet Unions and aims to demonstrate how claims to
objectivity In these concepts of news are used to justify a trend
toward a concentration of access by media industries in the
United States and by the State iIn the Soviet Union.

A concept of newsy as a way of making sense of realitys is
based on a theory of medias and more generallyy, a theory of
societys A concept itself is conditioned by a social structure,
and has a furnction of justifying the practices of the existing
media systeme For this ideay I draw upon Stanislaw Ossoiuski's
comparative study of the concept of classy or stratification. A
society®s concept of class or stratificationes he arguesy reflects
its class structurey and in turne this concept has a rhetorical
function to jJustify the class structure.®! Based on his Ideay I
will argue that a concept of news reflects a media structure, and
more specificallys that a claim to objectivity serves to
vindicate a trend toward the obviation of diverse views of

reality in the United States as well as In the Soviet Union.

t "Stanislaw Ossowski (1963)y Class Structure in the Social
Consciousnesse transe by Sheila Pattersony {New York: Free
Press of Glencoe)e
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A comparison of different social systems Involves the
question of value-judgmente As a precursor in the comparison of
different communication systemsy Four Theories of the Press comes
to minde? Howevery the authors presumably presuppose the Western
communication system as the criterion for comparisone. They make
an implicit value-commitmenty feees the belief in libertarian
valuess But this view obscures the fact that the United States
and the Soviet Union are moving closer towards each other in the
exclusion of participation of diverse viewse

The notion of separation between the State and the media has
roots in the Western pluralist view of societye Based on this
separations the media are considered to function as a »ublic
spherey mediating between diverse social groupse With the
increasing monopolization of access to the medias and the
debilitation of partiéipatorv democracysy the ideal of the "free
marketplace of ideas®™ becomes irretrievably unfeasible. The
®free marketplace of ideas™ exists only to the extent that every
social group is free to buys but not necessarily to sell. But
the pluralist assumption still -persistse - This view is recurrent
especially In comparisons with socialist systemse. To the
pluralist viewy the unity of media and political power
foreshadows a death knell to democracy. Despite the claim to
objectivityy, howevery journalistic practices in "pluralist”

societies have been shifting farther away from providing diverse

2 Fred So Sieberty Theodore Peterson and Wilbur Schramm (1956},

Eour Iheories of the Presse (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press)e.




pictures of realitye.

Based upon the pluralist assumptionsy a comparison of the
American media system with the Soviet media system might end up
reaffirming libertarian values and camouflaging the distance
between the ideal and the reality. Harold Innis wrote:

We must all be aware of the extraordinarys perhaps

insuperabley difficulty of assessing the quality of s

culture of which we are a part or of assessing the

quality of a culture of which we are not a part. In

using other cultures as mirrors in which we may see our

own culture we are affected by the astigma of our own

eyesight and the defects of the mirrory with the result

that we are apt to see nothing in other cultures but

the virtues of our owne?3
To compare different cultures or social systemssy therefcre- it is
appropriate to identify each culture in terms of its own logice

This type of argument might lead to the conclusion that each
socfety has a particular cultural or ldeolegical system to
maintain and reproduce itself. This might alsé lead to extreme
relativisme suggesting that every system iIs unique and hence
incomparable. Therefires, to single out and compare certain
trendse my discussion iInvolves a value—commitment. When I argue
that the American and Soviet concepts of news are "ideological®™
in derogatory sensey it is evident that I introduce a normative
clalme which presupposes an ideal form of newse As an ideal form

of newsy I have in mind a type of news which would be a forum for

the participétion and the expression of individual interests.,

3 Harold Innis (1951)s The Blas of Communications (Yoronto: The
University of Toronto Press)s pe 132,
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In this papere I will compare how the American and Soviet
literature of journalism define the newsy and argue that the
claim to objectivity serves to justify the iIncessant trend toward
the monopolization of access by the media industry and the State.
I will examine the concepts in two wayse Firsts I will locate
the concepts in terms of their organizational contextse. In both
countriesy the production of news depends on large institutionsy
and the concepts of news are formed under the different
imperatives of such institutions. Theny I will examine how both
conceptsy leeey the different claims to objectivitys have turned
into the Ideology of the dominant media practices.

AMERICAN_CONCEPY QF NEWS: THE
MYIH OF QBJECTIVITY

As a cultural form to make sense of realityy the American
concept of news Is defined in terms of objectivity. I want to
examine how objectivity is definedys and in what context it is
formed in the United Statese.

| According to an American journalism texty news can be
defined as "a report of an event, contaiﬁing timely (or at least
hitherto unknown) Information which has been agcurately gathered
and written by trained reporters for the purpose of serving the
readery listenery or viewerse™® This phrase implies that even
though news may not be a truthful reflection of realityr

objectivity should still be an ideal for journalists in

* Phillip He Ault and Edwin Emery (1959), Reporting the Newse
(New York: Doddy Mead & Coe)y pe 16 (emphasis added).
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approaching realitye.

Michael Schudson put it: The belief in objectivity is "the
belief that one can and should separate facts from values,y” i.e.
®3 faith In *factse® a distrust of "values®' and a commitment to
their segregation.™3 Of coursey viewed historicallys the notion
of objectivity has not necessarily assumed a homogenecous forme
Before the 1920ss according to Schudsonsy doubt about the
subjectivity of perception was not so prevalent among
Journalists.® But in the ?20s and '30se there began to emerge
the observation that facts themselves could not be trusted.s As a
response to this observations a simple faith iIn facts began to be
replaced with "an allegiance to rules and procedures™: the notion
of "objectivitys”™ he wrotes Objectivity In this sense means that
%3 person®’s statements about the world can be trusted if they are
submitted to establlished rules deemed legitimate by a
professional community.®? Even thoughs thensy a simple faith in
nfacts® s disillusionedys "facts™ still can remain “objective"
Insofar as the facts meet the consensus among a professional
communitye.

Thusey objectivity and professionalisme as James Carey
asserteds have long been intertwineds and even perhaps mutually

defined.® Ify metaphorically speakings the news convention of

* Michael Schudson (1978), Discovering tne News: A Social History
of Americap Newspaperss (New York: Basic Books)s ppe 5-6.
4 ibid.

7 i{bide pe 7 (emphasis added).
8 James We Carey (1969)y "The Communications Revolution and the
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objectivity Is the rule of the games then journalists are the
players of the gamee Yo the extent that it is not written what
is to be newssy journalists manage the game on their owne.
Howevery to the extent that Journalists should remain within the
rule of the gamey the notion of objectivity reflectsy in a sensey
the routinized character of professionalism in journalism.
Journalism Is neither autonomous nor specialized to the extent
that it can be called a profession. Journalists work within
organizational and institutional .constraintse They are ally in
Dan Schiller®s wordss "subject to institutional charges outslde,
as well as withiny the news room."?

In such a situationy professionalism is developed as a
response to the Imperatives within news organizations. Some
organfizational studiesy ie.ee research intc the "production
procéss' of the newss have identified the pattern of journalistic
worke that is the routinization of news production both within
and across news organizations.!® Phillip Elliott pointed out that

professionallsm in journalism means skill and competence in the

Professional Communicators® In Paul Halmos (ede)s IThe
Sociological Review Monographs noe 13: Soclology of Mass Media
Communicatorss pe. 33.

® pan Schiller (1981)y Objectivity and the Newss (Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvanla Press)y pe ls fne.

10 For exampley Warren Breed (1955)y "Social Control in the
Newsrooms™ Socjal forcess 33:4s ppe 326-35; Timothy Crouse
(1973), The Boys 2on the Buss (New York: Ballantine)i Edward
Jay Epstein (1973)s News from Nowhere: Yelevision and the
Newses (New York: Vintage)s Phillip Elliott (1979)y "Media
Organizations and Occupations: An Overviews®™ In James Curran,
Michael Gurevitch and Janet Woollacott (ed.)s Mass
Communication and Societys (Beverly Hills: Sage); Herbert J.
Gans (1979)s Deciding What's Newss (New yvork: Pantheon).
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performance of routine work tasks necessary to meet
organizations® goals: factual accuracyy speed at meeting
deadlinesy style in presentation and a shared sense of news
valuese!! Gaye Tuchman claimed that praofessionalism in journalism
also means the techniques devised to observe impartiality and
objectivitye!2 In Tuchman®'s contexty "objectivity” is defined {n
terms of a routinized form rather than in terms of content of the
messagee Objectivity becomesy in her often-cited wordse a
"strategic rituale” In her viewy objectivity iIs a set of
cenventionsy or "routine procedures ..« Which protect the
professional [journalists) from his critics.m!3

Research in news room practices has provided the insights
that all news is selective and repetitives and that objectivity
represents routine organizational and Institutional constraints
on daily decisions and judgmenté. As Schiller pointed out,
howevery such studies rarely seek to "explain the patterning of
professional journalistic behavior as a dependents rather than
constitutivey series of practices."!'® Such studies leave rather
unexplored "institutional chanzcs outsides as well as withine the

news roome™

LR Elliott. OPe cites Pe 1494 159

12 Gaye Tuchman (1972)s "Objectivity as Strategic Ritual: An
Examination of Newsmen®s Notlons of Objectivitys™ American
dournal of Sociologys 774y ppe 660-679.

13 ibido’ Pe 678,
14 Schillery ope cites pe 1y fne
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A rather common explanation of objJectivity resorts to the
commercial iImperatives of the news media. Assuming that news
objectivity did arise iIn a predominantly commercial contexty
Schiller tried to prove historically that the concept of
objectivity began with the rise of the penny presse!?

Among more recent explanations Is the reliance on the
government and other official news sources as co-participants
with the media iIn the creation of standard news themes.!® For
Instancey Jock Young assertedy In the production of newsy a most
fundamental conflict occurs between two desires: namelysy from the
standpoint of mediay the desire to maximize ratings (the audience
function) andy from the perspective of the status quoy the
desire to maintain political control (the control function).*? To
sell the newsy the media should meet the needs of the audience
for newse But they alsoc try to keep the commodity within the
political and moral limits which are acceptable in the social
system as a whole. Insofar as news is a2 commoditys the control
function must constantly accommodate itself to the audience
function. But this accommodatlion stays within limits. According

to Youngy It iIs through professionals?’ relative autonomyy l.ec.

13 ibides Pe 32.

1¢ For exampley Gitlin (1980)y The ¥hcle Warld is HWatchings
(Berkeley: University of California Press): Mark fFishman

(1980)y Manufacturing the Newss (Austin: University of Texas
Press).

17 Jock Young (1981), "Beyond the Consensual Paradigm: A Critique
of Left Functionallism in Media Theory+™ In Stanley Cohen and
Jock Young (ede)s Ihe Manufaclure of Newss (Beverly Hills:
Sage)y ppe 411-2,
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the professional values of journalism as bourgeols ideals of the
free pressy that the control functlion and the audience function
can be compatible.!® W, Lance Bennett and others called this type
of explanation a symbiotic theocrys In that the organizational
imperatives of the news Industry and the political iImperatives of
government and soclal institutions converge to create a news
logice!® The convention of objectivity, iIntertwined with
professionalismy comes from this contexte.

Against the above-mentlioned contexty can the convention of
news be considered neutral or "objective?" There has been much
research along this line.2? What is common to this body of
literature is that objectivityy as a format of production of
routine newsy harbors an implicit logicy which iIs amenable to an
1deological functione. 6raham Knight and Tony Cean wrote: "news

accountse as a major form of constructing and transmitting social

knowledgey are fundamentally ideologlicale®Z! Similarly, Steve

18 ibido’ poltlljo

1% 4. Lance Bennett et al (1985)s "Repaliing the News:z A Case
Study of the News Paradigme®™ Jourpal of Communications 35:2»
Pe 52

20 Steve Chibnall (1977), Law—and-Order News: An Apalysis of
Crime Reporting In the Britlish Press, (London: Tavistock);
Glasgow University Media Group (1976). Bad Newss (London:
Routledge £ Kegan Paul)s James Halloran and Phillip Elillott
(1970)y Denonsirations and Communication: A Case Studye
(Harmondsworth: Penguin)s Paul E. Willis (1971)y "What s
News: A Case Studys* Horking Papers in Cultural Studiess no.
ly pPpe 9-36% Stuart Hall (1977), ®The Determinations of News
Photographyes® Working Papers in Cultural Studiess noc. 3» ppe.
53‘-870

2: graham Knight and Tony Dean (1982)y "Myth and the Structure of
News-* .ournal of Communications 32:2y pe. 145.

9
i2




5
e wws

Chibnall also asserts that a framework of concepts and valuesy
impelled by professional Imperativesy acts as underlying guides
to the construction of newse Their news Imperatives are:
immediacyy dramatizations personalizationy simplificationy
titillations conventionalisme structured accessy ard novelty.
Through these imperativesy he wrotes consensus is supported and
any challenge to the consensus is marginalizedy trivialized or
constructed as deviante.?2 Thuss Hall maintainses though news
values may appear .as a set of neutraly routine ruless formal news
values become "™an ideological structure” and the "formalization
and operationalization of an ideology of newse"23

These findings reveal an Inconsistency with the meaning of
the word "objectivity® in the ordinary language. In addition to
having the function of indicating referentss particular words
have acquired in ordinary use a rconsiderably emotional chargesy
whether positive or negativee As Charles Stevenson discussesy
some words have "emotive meaning™ as well as "descriptive
meaning.®2* Drawing on the definition of a dictionarys the word
"objectivity® refers to: "verifiable by scientific methodss™ or
'expressingbor Involving the use o¢ fagts without distortion®.2%

Following Stevenson®s criterions the word ™objectivity™ seems to

22 Mmarian Meyers (1985)y "News Conventions as Purveyors of
Ideologys® Unpublished Papers School of Journalism & Mass
Communications University of Iowas ppe 6-7&

23 Hally ope cites pe 77 (emphasis original).

24 Ossowskis ppe 166-7.

25 pebster®s New Collegiate Dictioparys (Springfield: 6 & C
Herr‘am Co., 1973)’ Pe 791.
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have the least emotive meaninge 1If one accepts the definition as
the meaning of the word iIn ordinary discoursey the meaning
contradicts the point of this discussion: The American concept of
news is not "objective.® The label "objectivity® is,
notwithstandingy, employed to designate the value~laden referente.
The label is still useful in political discoursesy because the
word hasy In Ossowski®s expressiony a "propaganda value."25

SOYIEY CONCEPY OF NEWS: THE
RHEIQRIC_OF OBJECTIVE LANW.

While the American concept of news presents itself in such a
way that its ideological function is implicit, the Soviet concept
of news is defined In such a wa9 that its ideological function iIs
explicit. This is because In the Soviet Uniony the definition of
new: constitutes an integral part of the official ideology.

‘ According to the Great Soviet Encvclopedias which reflects
or at least approximates the official position of Soviet
authoritiesy journalism in the Soviet Union is:

a public activity involving the gatherings handling,

and dissemination of newse.ese [and .s)] also one of the

forms through which mass propaganda and agitation are

" conducted.??
But these two functions are not held to be equally Important. To

employ news in a purely informative function Is officially

considered as a "bourgeois®™ view.Z® According to V. I. Lening

26 ibides Pe l66.

27 €. P. Prokhorov (1975)s "Journalism." Great Soviet
Encyclopedias 3rd edee vole 99 (New York: Macmillan)s pe 297.

28 Anton Buzek (1964)y How the Communist Press Workse (New York:

14
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news and information are indispensable for conducting propaganda
and agitation. If news does not serve this purposey or if it
informs only for the sake of Informinge news is useless and can
be even damaginge In his conceptiony all newses every pliece of
informatione must have an "inner tendency"; that ise it must
serve a certain goal.2??

Lenin®s claims are treated as the guiding principles of
journalism Iin the Soviet Unlon. Thuse the Great Soviet
Encyclonedia prescribes the principles for selecting information
as follows:

The information... ought to have social significance

for the audiences help form its opinions on public

affairs and its world outlooky and give it some idea of

the phenomenas processess and tendencies of all phases

of modern societye The information also should reveal

the laws that determine the functioning and development

of economicy sociale politicaly ideologicaly and

intellectual life in socliety.3°
In shorty news should provide "socio-political information”
rather than mere factse. In the Soviet Uniony Alex Inkeles points
oute events are not newse and rather social processes are treated
as being news worthy.3* It may help understand why Great Soyiet
Encyclooedia does not contain an entry on "newses™ but instead one

on "soclo—-political information®.

Frederick Ae. Praeger)s pe. 170
2% ibides Pe 169.
30 prokhorov (1975)y ppe 297—8.

3t Alex Inkeles (1962)y Pyblic Opinion in Soviet Russiae
(Cambridges Masse.: Harvard University Press)y pe 139
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According to the Great Soviet Encyclopedias this information
should stand “on the basis of Marxist-Leninist methodology and in
accordance with the principle of partiingst (party spirit)r.32
Thereforey journalists should be subject to the party. In other
wordse the communist party predetermines, at least potentiallys
the principle of selecting socio-political Information.

This iIs the rationale for collating the party and the media
in the Soviet Union. The merger of the media with political
powery from the Western view based on the pluralist model of
societyy appears to be a symptom of an authoritarian theory of
media. Much researchs for example Mark Hopkins and James
Markhamy has highlighted the connection between the media and the
party«.33 Thls research mostly has called for the seperation of
the media from the governments which Is a libertarian value of
the Western media systeme But the autonomy of the medla from the
State is not an essential element in the Soviet theory of

society.3® The first requirementy, thens in a comparison with the

32 Anonymous (1976)y "Sociopolitical Informations™ Great Soviet
Encyclopedias vole 10y pe 275.

Marxist-teninist methodology iIs based on the Interpretation
of history in terms of modes of productiony i.e. the relations
of production yjg—a-vis the forces of production. In other
wordsy history is the process of class struggle betwsesen
antagonistic classes. In addition to this general scheme,
strategic and tactical theories In the process of class
struggle were supplemented by Leniny l.e. the notlon of the
party as the vanguard of the proletariat. In journalismsy
thereforey the principle of party spirit occuplies a position
coterminous with Marxist-Leninist methodology.

33 Mark W. Hopkins (1970)y Mass Media in the Soviet Unions (New
York: Pegasus)i James We Markham (1967)s Yoilces of the Red
Giaptss (Amesy Iowa: The Iowa State University Press).




American medla system is to locate the Soviet media system in the
context of the whole Soviet social system or in the Soviet theory
of societye A possible strategy is to criticize the theory of
medias following the inner logic of the Soviet theory of societye.
One can find the rationale for the unity of the media and
the party in the Soviet philosophical literature. In the Soviet
Uniony even the same word or term sometimes denotes a different
meaning from that of the Western worlde One of the most
dmpo. tant terms Is "freedome™ In the United Statesy following a
dictionarys freedom means "the absence of necessityy coerciony or
constraint iIn chofce or actione®3% It is close to free-will yis-
a=y¥is necessity. On the other handes In the Soviet Uniony the
word has about the opposite meanings From the Soviet point of
viewy using Yevgeny Prokhorov®’s definition:
From the Marxist point of viewy freedom means the
possibility of aétion within the framework of a
realized necessity. Necessityy within the framework of
historys means the sum of definite patterns that are
independent of man®s consciousness and make their way
through a mass of happenstance.3%
Here freedom is described as the compliance with the necessity of

the outer worlde This definition leads 6ne to another question:

How can we perceive the realized necessity?

3% 1t can be found in the provocative view of the communist
theory of the presse. see Armand Mattelart (1980)y Mass Medias
Ideologles and the Revolutionary Movements (Sussex: The

Harvester Press)e.

33 Webster®s New Collegiate Qictionarys pe 458.

36 vYevgeny Prokhorov (1976)y ®"The Marxist Press Conceptes® In
Heinz-Dietrich Fischer and John Calhoun Merrill (edes)s

Interpational and Intercultural Communications (New York:
Hastings House)y pPe 5le
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In the Soviet philosophys socio~-historical reality is

regarded as "the objective world that realizes its tendenciess
lawse and potentialities see that iss as beingy in its self-
transformation and self-developmente®37 Accordinglys one can
perceive reality through discovering laws or tendenciess which
are Inherent in realitye Law is to reality what potentiality is
to actualitye Law becomes reality through human actione Sincey
howevery law has "an objective charactery expressing real
relations between thingssy as well as their reflection in
consciousnessy®38 reality is not susceptible to human free-wille
Further drawing on the Great Soviet Encvclopediae:

Social and historical lawsy since they operate in the

same way as the conscious actions of human activity

itself: they are created and carried out only by mane

But the action of social lawsy like that of the law of

naturey iIs objective: at the basis of the historical
process Is the development of the mode of productioneece

Man®s power over the surrounding world is measured by
the extent and depth of his knowledge of its laws.3?

What 1s of the utmost Importance is the knowledge of objective
lawse Freedom is feasibley following this logice only to the
extent that knowledge is attainedy not vice versao. The Soviet
taeory of media is based on this intercoﬁﬁect!on of freedom-

reality~law and the supreme role of necessitye.

37 A. Ps Ogurtsov (1975)y "™Realitys™ Great Soviet Epncyclopediage
vole 8y Pe 614,

38 A, Pe Spirkin (1975), "Lawe™ Great Soviet Encyclopedias vole
99 pe 318.

39 ibides Ppe 318~319 (emphasis added).
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In the Soviet Constitutiony freedom of speech and press are
literally guaranteed: Journalism enjoys legal rights "in the
struggle for progressive social development in accordance with
objective historical laws."™*% This implies that there exist
objective lawsey and because laws are objectivey discussion over
them is superfluouse The party or journalist takes into account
audience expectations only in order to "provide the masses with a
reliable orientation to reality and develop their
consciousnessy™*! In accordance with objective lawse.

As a corollarye in the Soviet theory of mediay it is assumed
that every person is not equally competent. Prokhorov wrote:

Within the bounds of soclietys certain people operate

who are endowed with a heightened consciousness and

will-power and set themselves definite goalse.*?

The party membersy as the vanguard or political incarnation of
the proletariat, belon§ to this groupe The role of the Soviet
Journalists are similarly definedes According to the Great Soviet
Encyclopedias
e communist Journalists are characterized by ideological
profundity, devotion to principley initiative and

militancys intransigence toward ideological opronents,

and the ability to apply Marxist Methodology in

analyzing public eventsy to quickly and efficiently

orient themselves In a developing situations to lay

bare the causes of actions and eventsy to analyze

documentsy and as a r.sulty In the words of Engelsy "to
grasp things quickly from the proper angle.™*3

4% prokhorov (1975)y pe 299
4t ibid.

42 prokhorov {(1976)y pe 51.

43 ibid (emphasis added).




That ise the communist journalists areys it is claimedy equipped
with professionally and ideologically prominent qualificationse
The ordinary people are considered immature in terms of their
competence to comply with objective lawse Therefore, they are
the object of education in the form of propaganda and agitatione
The result is the predominance of the "orthodox® line, without
allowing any alternative Interpretation of the objective lawse.
Theny one can ralse the most crucial issue: How can the
historical laws be claimed as objective? The principle of
contradictiony a basic principle in historical materialismy
provides a clue. How do the Soviet authorities Interpret the

principle? The Great Soviet Encvclopedia stipulated:

The dialectical principle of contradiction reflects the
dual relationship within a whole: the unity and the
struggle of the oppositese The unity of opposites,
which expresses the stability of objectsy is relative
and transitorye The struggle of opposites Is absolute
and finds expression In the endlessness of the process
of developmente The determining factor here Is that
contradiction Is not always the relationship between
epposing tendencies within an object or between
opposing objects. If ls also a relationship of the
obiect to itself-—that is. the permanent self-pegatiop
and self-contradictoriness of the object.2?

If contradictions ares Supposedly, the iﬁherent nature of
Abjects, what is the nature of the contradictions in Soviet
society? Ae Go Spirkin claimed that the contradictions in Soviet
society are not fundamental (or antagonistic) contradictionse.
Nonfundamental (or nonantagenistic) contradictionsy he continueds

wyhich are specifically associated with all social relations in

%4 -A, G. Spirkin (1978), ™Contradictions”™ Great Soviet
Encyclopedias vole 21y Pe 35 (emphasis added).
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nonexploitative societyy take the form of intervention between
classes whose basic Interest and aims coincide.”*5 Nonfundamental
contradictions, furthery are qualitatively different from
contradictionss "which consi« 1in the interaction of
irreconciliably hostile social classesy groupss or of forcess"
and “emerge on the basis of private ownership of the means of
production and the fundamentally hostile interest of opposing
classes.™*® From a "scientific" Marxist perspective, he
criticized the "left revisionists"™ and "Maoists®™ who assert that
antagonistic contradictions are universaly even in socialist
societieses*?

Even If one accepts Spirkin®s viewsy there lies an enormous
gulf between the 1deal and reality. Actually there remains only
a nominal or terminological difference between the ideal of a
classless socliety and the reality of a new class society without
the ownership of the means of productione. This suggests the
resurrection of class relationsy howevery through excluding
alternative explanationsy in the name of objective historical
lawse.

The exclusion of alternative Interpretations has its
historical roots in Lenin®'s principle of the party as the
vanguard of the proletariate Since Lenin®’s principles were the

product of the specific historical contexts 2ne can criticize his

4S ibide.

b ibideo Pe 35.

.7 ibide- Pe 36




princliples by reflecting on the historical context-. Together
with the historical siftuationy his principles also shifted.

Thuse as Albert Resis assertedy the dissident in the Soviet
Union view can find ample support for freedom of the press even
in Lenin®s writings.*® According to Lenine genuine freedom of the
press means "that all opinlons of gll citizens may be freely
publishede”*?® And suppression of anti-Bolshevik press had been
Justiflied as a series of "temporaryys™ emergency measures
unavoidable in revolution and civil war.5® For the pressing need
of the period called for the Soviets to take power. Thereaftery
Lenin claimedy bourgeois freedom of the press would te superseded
by ®genuine freedom of the press—-—proletariany socialist
freedom--by making the press available to all parties and public
organizations in proportion to their num.rical strength."3S!
Lenin®s writingsy therefores focused on strateglic and tactical
means to organize the party and centrallize powere But bLenin's
strategy and tactics concerning the necessity of utilizing news
as a means to achieve his goals subsequently established
themselves as a "Leninist®™ principle.

Thuse in the Soviet Uniony the function of news ceases to be
a process In which different views and interests collaborate and

are incorporated. Rathery the function of news is as a means to

48 Albert Resis (1977)y "Lenin on Freedom of the Presse” IThe
Russian Revjiews 36:3y p. 296.

A9 ibides Pe 282
so ibido’ Pe 295,
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apply to the reality "the objective laws"™ circumscrioed by the
partye. Such a principle of news as an instrument Instead of &
goal subsequently turns into the apologetics for the monopoly of

access by the partye.

ONE_OR_TWO VIEWS2: A COMPARISON

In the United States and the Soviet Unions news became the
product of large institutions such as media Industries and the
State. The participation In or access to the media becomes more
and more difficult. As a consequencey the pluralist view is
reduced to an ldeal. The concept of news Is Inextricably
conditioned by this development. Since the Lnited States and the
Soviet Union have different social and political systemsy their
concebts of news are articulated in different forms. In spite of
thaty howevery both political systems reveal some similarities in
claiming objectivityy and shifting gradually toward a one-sided
representation of realitye.

In the United Statesy the concept of objectivity involves
the claim that facts can be "objective.®” Facts are selected and
constructed. according to formal rules by professional
Journalistse32 Thus a halo effect Is conferred upon the notion of
objectivitye. News appears as an impersonal artifact produced by
spaecialistsy who are detached from social groupse The American

social order iIs still based on a pluralist view of society. The

32 Schudsony oOpe Clites pe Te




objectivity of newse as a product of professional sctivity which
is separated from political powery plays a crucial role in
legitimizing the present media systeme B8ut objectivity, as
formal ruless does not warrant the separation of facts from
valuese The routinization of news production both within and
across news organizations produces an implicit news logice As a
resulty as Hall arguesy whlile news appears as a set of neutral,
routine practicesy it can be construed as "the formalization and
operationalization of an ideology of newse"33 To recapitulate,
despite the avowed detachment of facts from valuesy the concept
of objectivityy through an implicit operation of ideologys
legitimizes the given social order and thereby the media system.
On the other handy the Soviet Union rejects the notion of an
"objectivity®” of factse Insteady a Soviet theory of the media
claims that the present is mereiy a stage on the way to the
futures in accordance with objective historical lawse Since the
news depicting and conveying the present is only a means of
transition to the futures any news account retarding or hindering
this transition iIs therefore deemed illegitimate. This position
is tenable if there exist objective historical laws. The crux of
the problem is, theny whether the historical laws carn be
"objective.® By excluding the fundawmental nature of
contradiction from the Soviet societyys howevery the Soviet
Marxist theory reduced objective historical laws to a fixed

*Marxist-Leninist methodology.® Thuse the objective historical

33 Hally oOpe Citey pPe 77e




laws Jjustify the excluslion of alternative views, resulting in the

monopoly of access by the party cadres.

Given the different socialy, politicaly and intellectual
contexty the concepts of news in the Unlted States and the Soviet
Union vary significantly. Despite the apparent contrast,
howevery, both share specific aspectss. For Instances both systems
are moving closer towards the monopolization of accesse. This
develonment provides a context In which a neutral or
disinterested position of jJournalists becomes less desirable and
therefore more unattainables Both in the Unlted Stcates and the
Soviet Uniony ironically, the claim to objectivity prevails
against such a contexty where the avowed ideal may remain
unfeasible. This contradictions iInevitably, leads one to a
cautious conclusion: The claim to objectivity may serve as an

fdeology to Justify the situation of increasing limited accesse

What kind of theoretical implications may be drawn from this
discussion? One Implication originates from the simple
observatlion that a concept of news Is a soclo-cultural forme In
this type of comparison, therefores one fnevitably encounters the
troubles Involved in dealing with different cultures. For
exampley, In dealing with the Soviet culture, one might locate the
object of comparison within the Soviet cultural context. Rilla
Dean Mills® cultural analysis Is suggestive here: He tried to get
out of the Western prejudice in hls study of the Soviet

Journalistse3* Yet the result is perplexing: The Soviet

354 Rilla Dean Mills (1981)y "The Soviet Journallst: A Cultural
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journalists are not so strait—-jacketed as one might suppose.
They have professional values like the American journalists and,
in a certain area, they have a broader range of activity than
their American counterpartse

Another barrier to surpasss therefore, is the problem of
relativismy eeges that every culture is uniques makinj it
impossible to compare with other culturese The problem is how to
exclude extreme relativismy while locating the object of
comparison in the logic of each culture or social system. In
order not to fall into relativisms a certain value-commitment is
inevitable. Therefores such a comparison involves a normative
claim, which should be justifiede 1In this papers the normative
claim is the ideal of participation of diverse views. In a
comparative study, one inevitably makes a value—commitment as a
normative claime Therefore as a theoretical premisey value-
commitments must be made explicit and Justifieds As Jurgen
Habermas asszrtedy a normative claim is tenable, insofar as it

can be raised and redeemed through discoursee.

Analysisys®™ Unpublished Dissertation, University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaigne.
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