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Foreword

Lessons on the Northwest Ordinance is the product -
of a fruitful partnership between the Indiana Council -
for the Social Studies, the Social Studies Develop-
ment Center, and ERIC Clearinghouse for the Social
Studies, all at Indiana - University, the Indiana
Historical Bureau, and the Indiana Committee for
the Humanities. Lessons is but one of an increasing -
number of projects brought to a successful conclusion :
through the cooperation of Indiana’s educational K
and cultural organizations. The Indiana Committee
for the Humanities is happy to have been able to °
support the development of Lessons as a part of the
Bicentennial of the Northwest Ordinance. All of the '
agencies involved in the project are pleased to bring
this educational resource to a national audience, - :

The intellectual leadership and imaginative force
behind the project came from John Patrick of Indiana
University, His devotion, dedication, and energy
are a truly unique resource to all of his colleagues
in Indiana and throughout the nation, :

The Northwest Ordinance is one of the great
texts of the American democracy. Along with the
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitu-
tion, the Ordinance served to provide a foundation
for the construction of liberty and order in the 18th
and 19th centuries. The Ordinance deserves special
study and attention in Amecrica’s classrooms. The
study of the Ordinance and its application provides:
a lesson to all those who care to learn about how the
American nation spread from the seaboard and
eastern mountains to the heartland and the Great
Plains, ;

The Bicentennial has produced a great number of
new contributions to the study of the Northwest

Ordinance. The arniversary has provided a time o

for celebration, refiection, new scholarship, and
educational resource development. Such work has
been much needed and is long overdue.

As a part of this new work, the present volume of

Lessons un the Northwest Ordinance deserves wide -

distribution and frequent use in classrooms through- - -

out America. , i -
Kenneth L. Gladish
Executive Director ~ -

Indiana Committee for the Humanities i




he summer of 1787 was a turning point in
.world history, when the Constitutional Con-
_vention and the Confederation Congress of the
United States responded to critical problems with
coordinate solutions that have had profound and
- farreaching effects in America and elsewhere
around the globe. - The Founding Fathers in
Philadelphia—facing - the challenge of how to
create a workable free government in a large
country—established enduring principles of liberty
under law in the Constitution of 1787. - They
~created novel conceptions of federalism  and
republicanism, which paradoxically blended na-
tional supremacy with states’ rights and strong
government with strict limits to protect individual
rights. o
Meanwhile, members of Congress in New York,
under the moribund Articles of Confederation,
created a brilliant policy for governing a vast area
north and west of the Ohio River in the Ordinance
of 1787—a liberal and innovative plan for colo-
nial administration and ' national development.
They designed an orderly and equitable means of
transforming dependent territories into self-
governing and co-equal states of an expanding
Federal Union. Thus, the Constitutional Conven-
tion and Confederation Congress, acting sep-
arately and simultaneously, created interlocking

parts in the foundation of our American nation.

Main Provisions of the Ordinance of 1787

The Northwest Ordinance—enacted on July 13,
1787, and reaffirmed as federal law by the new
U. 8. Congress in 1789—stipulated that no less
than three and no more than five states would be
created out of the Northwest Territory, which was
acquired from Britain through the Treaty of Paris
in 1783. Eventually, the states of Ohio (1803),
Indiana (1816), Illinois (1818), Michigan (1837),
and - Wisconsin (1848) were created from this
Northwest Territory, which also included a small
area that became part of Minnesota (admitted to
the Federal Union in 1858),

_ The Ordinance of 1787 provided a three-stage
plan by which a territory could become a state on
equal terms with all other states in the Federal
.~ Union. During stage one, a governor, secretary,
and three judges—all appointed by the U.S. Con-

" gress—would rule the territory, During stage two,

Introductia’ﬁ

when the population surpassed 5,000 adult males,
eligible voters (male owners of at least fifty acres-
of land) would elect representatives to the lower !
house of the territorial legislature; main power of =

the territorial government would be exercised by =

the executive officials and the upper house of the
legislature, a five-member body, appointed by the
U. 8. Congress. A territory would enter the third '
stage when its population became more than
60,000 inhabitants; at this point, the territory
would be permitted to write a state constitution
and petition the U. S. Congress for statehood.
Under the Northwest Ordinance, federal law
“would follow the settlers west and provide
government for them until the process of develop-
ment allowed for self-government, Above . all,
the ordinance held out to settlers the absolute
commitment of statehood. . . . The westward
moving pioneer would leave his home state but
would eventually become a citizen of a new state,
with all the rights enjoyed in the original thir--
teen.”!  Thus the Ordinance of 1787 bound
western settlers to the Federal Union with'
guarantees of citizenship and self-government—a

remarkable development in an era when most .-

people in the world were ruled by tyrants of one =

- sort or another, and when colonies were held by o

ruling powers only for exploitation.

In six Articles of Compact the Ordinance of

1787 also included guarantees of civil liberties and
rights, many of which were not included in the
U.S. Constitution until ratification of Amendments
I through X (Bill of Rights) in 1791 and Amend-

~ments XIII and XIV in 1865 and 1868, Freedom
of religion, due process in legal proceedings, the = - -

privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, trial by -
jury, protection of property, sanctity of con-
tracts, and free public education were proclaimed
as inviolable rights of territorial inhabitants, Fur-

thermore, slavery or involuntary servitude was - )
According to Professor James H, °

prohibited,
Madison, “The articles of compact were intended
to . . . reassure westward moving pioneers that o
they would not risk surrender of these funda-- C

*James H, Madison, “The Northwest Ordinance and Con.
stitutional Development in Indiana,” International Journal

of Social Education, 2 (Spring 1987): 18,
21




" “'mental rights. And they served also as guides for =

territorial officials and state constitution makers,
<. Indiana’s constitution of 1816 reiterated and ex-
-tended the fundamental rights promised in the

‘fi‘ commitment to education and prohibition of
. slavery.”? "Thus the Northwest Ordinance was an

amazing charter of human freedoms in an era when
legal rights were rare in western civilization and
virtually nonexistent anywhere else in the world.
- - Of great importance to our social system today
‘was the Northwest Ordinance’s abolition of the
~ancient tradition of primogeniture, which gave the
eldest son alone the right to inherit the land of
his parents. According to the Ordinance of 1787,

~~ all children would share equally the estates of their

X parents. Thus, at the beginning of the American
nation, a feudal custom that buttressed aristocracy
against social change was ended.

Significance of the Northwest Ordinance

Leading American historians and statesmen have
considered the Northwest Ordinance to be among
the most important state papers of the United
States. In 1830, Senator Daniel Webster of Mas-
sachusetts said, in a notable speech on the floor of
- the Senate, “. . . I doubt whether one single law
~of any law-giver, ancient or modern, has produced
-effects of more distinct, marked, and lasting
~character than the Ordinance of 1787."3 In this
speech, Webster also asserted with state-based pride

. the claims of Nathan Dane of Massachusetts to
- primary authorship of the Northwest Ordinance.
- President Abraham Lincoln noted ti:e impor-
tance of the Ordinance of 1787 in state-making
-beyond the old Northwest Territory. He explained
how “that Ordinance was constantly looked to
~whenever a new territory was to become a state,
Congress always traced their course by the Ordi-
‘nance of 1787."" In Lincoln’s time and after-
.wards, the Northwest Ordinance was used as a

'model to create states across the Great Plains to

..the Pacific Ocean.

7. At the turn of the twentieth century, President
“Theodore Roosevelt exclaimed, “In truth the
- Ordinance of 1787 was so wide reaching in its
effect, was drawnin-accordance with so lofty a
~morality and such far seeing statesmanship, and
- was fraught with such weal for the nation, that it
-will ever rank among the foremost of American
- State papers, coming in that little group which

* 2bid.,, 28,

3Harlow Lindley et al., History of the Ordinance of 1787
and the Old Northwest Territory (Marietta, Ohlo: North.
west Territory Celebration Commission, 1937), 16.

* 41bid,,78.

 the Declaration of Independence 7
- stitution].” The principles therein embodied served

includes the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution, Washington’s Farewell Address, and
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and Second
Inaugural "3

On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of
the Ordinance of 1787, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt called it “that third great charter [after
and the Con-

as the highway, broad and safe, over which poured
the westward march of our civilization. On this
plan was the United States built,"®

Historian Ray Allen Billington wrote that “the
Ordinance of 1787 did more to perpetuate the
Union than any document save the Constitution.
Men could now leave the older states assured they
were not surrendering their political privileges,
Congress had not only saved the Republic, but had
removed one great obstacle to the westward move-
ment.”7 R ‘

In a prize-winning work of American history,
Daniel J. Boorstin agreed with all the accolades
given to the Northwest Ordinance by many states-
half-century after the adoption of the Ordinance of
1787, this scheme of progressive decolonization
had become a glorious fixture among American
institutions, . . . The successful application of this
notion of a predictable, gradual step-by-step prog-
ress toward self-government and national involve-
ment is one of the marvels of American history,”®
Indeed, principles of the Northwest Ordinance
have been applied successfully to territorial pos-
sessions of the United States from 1787 until our
modern era.

The Northwest Ordinance in the Curriculum and
the Classroom

The Northwest Ordinance is indisputably at the
core of the American civic heritage, one of the
most important political legacies we have, There-
fore, one might expect this basic document to be
emphasized in the core curriculum of secondary
schools—in courses on American history, govern-
ment, and civics that are required of all students as
part of their general education for citizenship,
Furthermore, one might also expect students to
graduate from high school with knowledge and
understanding of the key ideas of the Northwest
81bid., 79,
SIbid,

TRay Allen Billington, Westward Expansion: A History of

the American Frontier (New York: Macmillan, 1967), 217,

8Daniel J. Boorstin, The Americans: The National Ex-
perience (New York: Vintage Books, A Divislon of Random
Houso, 1965), 422. |



Ordinance am:llts connections to American con-
stitutional government and national development.
Unfortunately, an-one with these expectations is

. likely to be disappointed. -

- Of course, the Northwest Ordinance is included
in secondary school curriculum guides and text-
books. However, coverage tends to be meager, It

is mentioned only briefly in most curriculum

guides. Most secondary school American history
- textbooks include less than one page on the
- Ordinance of 1787. It is discussed as- the final

achievement of government under the Articles of -
Confederation and scarcely or never mentioned

again, even though the Ordinance of 1787 was the
framework - by which thirty-one of our fifty states
- éntered the Federal Union—a fact unreported in
the textbooks and presumably unknown to most
- high school graduates.® The Northwest Ordinance
. seems to be missing from standard secondary

school courses in civics and government. It is not

even listed in the index of most textbooks on these
subjects. The consequence of educational neglect
is ignorance. Most citizens of the United States
~seem to know very little about the Northwest
Ordinance.! 9 , o o ;
The bicentennials of 1987—the two-hundredth
cnniversaries of the Constitution and the North-
west Ordinance—provide a grand opportunity to
draw public attention to these twin civic legacies
and to renew and improve education about them in
American secondary schools. There is an especially
strong need to revitalize teaching and learning
about the Northwest Ordinance. Its significance
in American history, its primary place in the civic
culture, and its fit with goals of education for
citizenship justify better treatment of this basic
document. Longstanding neglect and routine
treatment of the Ordinance of 1787 in secondary
schools must be reversed. In line with this end
there is a great need for learning materials on the
Northwest Ordinance to complement and enrich
standard secondary school textbooks and courses.

Content and Purpose of These Lessons on the
Northwest Ordinance

In this volume, the teaching plans and learning
materials that treat various aspects of the North-
west Ordinance—its origins, creation, content,
applications—are designed to supplement standard
secondary school courses in American history,
government, and civics. The lessons have been

*Philip R. Shriver, “America’s Other Bicentennial,” Old

~ Northwest, 9 (Fall 1983); 223.
'OJohn J, Patrick, “The Constitution and the Northwest
Ordinance In the ‘Education of Citlzens," International
Journal of Social Edncxsz?a‘ 2 (Spring 1987): 5.16.

1. Know the origins and

‘objectives of secondary

reviewed by teachers in middle schools and high
schools. . The lessons seem to be appropriate for
both levels with two important qualifications
-teachers should (1) restrict reading assignments .. .
involving the full text of documents /found in the -
Appendix) to high school students and (2) provide |
extensive directions to middle school students in -
assignment of lessons and closely monitor their -
reading of the lessons to clarify difficult: words™ ./
or ideas. A
- This volume includes nine original lessons that
fit standard secondary school courses and_educa-
tional goals in American history, government, and
civics, Each lesson has a plan for teachers and -
learning materials for students, The lessons ex.:
tend and enrich standard course content, but do
not duplicate it. Permission is granted to teachers
to make copies of these lessons for use with their
students. ’ ‘ o ¥
Main goals of the lessons in this hook are to
_help students to: E o -

purposes of the North-
west Ordinance, o L
2, Comprehend civic principles and values of the -
Northwest Ordinance. o T
3. Know how and when Americans used principles
and values of the Northwest Ordinance in state-
making and national development, =
4. Understand the significance of the Northwest
Ordinance in the history and civic culture of the
United States, C N
5. Analyze and appraise ideas in the Northwest
Ordinance and other primary sources associated
with it. , o
6. Develop skill in using evidence in primary
sources to support propositions about people .
and events in United States history, .- v
7. Develop reasons for commitment to civic values
embedded in the Northwest Ordinance,’ G
These seven goals conform to curriculum guides
and content of secondary school courses in Amer-
ican history, government, and civics. They also are
consistent with the longstanding overall purpose
of the social studies in American schools—educa-
tion for citizenship in a free society. =

Characteristics of These Lessons on the Northwest
Ordinance ; e
The following statements describe distinctive -
characteristics of the lessons in this book., These -
statements are criteria that guided development of
the lessons on the Northwest Ordinance. These
statements can help teachers to evalvate and use
these lessons in the classroom, L
1. These lessons fit the curriculum and general
' v schools. Each lesson is
compatible with standard secondary school courses;




in Amercan history, government, and clvies, The
teaching plan in each lesson ineludes a stalement
about how and where the lesson can D1t into stand-
ard courses and texthooks, Thorelors, use ol these
lessong can be justified in terms of standard goals
nnd content of secondary school courses,

2. These lessons extend amd enrich standard
texthook treatments of the Northwest Ordinance
and npational development, but do not duplicate
them. Each of these lessons enables teachers to
provide detailed treatments of topics and ideas
that are morely mentioned or discussed briefly
in textbooks, Furthermore, each lesson provides
opporiunities for in-depth study based on primary

3. Lessons are concise and can be completed in
one or two class meetings. However, teachors may
choose to spend more time on a particular lesson
by requiring students to examine documents in
dotail and to write elaborate responses to essay
questions,

4. Each lesson has a clear statement of purposes
antd well-organized subjeet matter that pertains to
the purposee.  Effective lessons clearly present
objectives of teaching and learning. Learning is
enhanced when purposea are perceived readily by
students. Learning is also aided when content is
structured logically in terms of the objectives,

6. Each lesson has learning activities that require
students to demonstrate achievement of objectives.
Students are required to use ideas and facts em-
phasized in the lesson to answer questions or
complete exercises that fit objectives of the lesson.
Through these application activities, students pro-
vide evidence of achievement, or lack of achieve-
ment, in terms of objectives,

6. These lessons encourage application of knowl-
edge to performance of various kinds of cognitive
operations, from recall and comprehension to
interpretation, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.
Students are challenged to identify and com-
prehend main ideas, to analyze and appraise
statements in primary sources, and to present ideas
cogently either orally or in writing. Students are
encouraged to provide evidence and reasons in
support of statements of description, explanation,
or evaluation.

7. Each lesson includes a teaching plan and
learning materials to be duplicated and distributed
- to students. The teaching plan indicates main
. points and objectives of each lesson, connections

of the lesson to the secondary school curriculum,
and suggestions for opening, developing, and con-
“cluding the lesson. The learning materials include
discussion of main ideas on the topic of the lesson,
excerpts from primary sources that pertain to the
- main ideas, and activities that require use of main
- ideas and evidence from primary sources.

How to Select andUsse These Lessons

These nine legge s on the Northwaest Ordinance
are more than mest - teachers can use in o single
vourse, given the pessed to cover various topics in
a limited period of €8ime.  The lessons, therefore,
should be viewed i o pool of tenching resources
that different teadherars will draw upon variously,
Many tenchers willse=lect only one or two of these
lessons Lo supplemirzat a single part of their text-
book, Other teachir= ¢ will decide Lo use several of
the lessons, A fow t=oachors may decide to use all
of the lessons in apesecial unit of instruction on the
Northwest Ordinane ..

Various cholces ifiout how to use the lessons
are possible becaug exach lesson ean be used alone
and without refetie=e¢ to any other lesson in this
volume, However, lvewo or more of the lessons can
he taught in combhration because the ideas in cach
lesson can be realll iy copnected to every other
lesson in this set,

All materiuls nodesed to teach a lesson are pro-
vided in this volum. However, some teachers may
decide to expand ipson and improve these lessons
by exposing studenls Lo related learning materialg,
Teachers are also eieczaurnged to adapt these lessons
to fit their style of ®teaching, their perception of
student needs, ot lh= cir classtoem circumstances,
Teaching plans an gpresented as general supges-
tions, not as presciipt Zions,

Little time is neles==d to peepare Lo use alesson.
Follow these steps,

1. Read the tewlsaing plan and the learning
materials for studenls. .

2. Make copies of the learning materials and
distribute them to suczlents In the classroom,

3. Follow or modisify teaching suggestions for
opening, developing, maind concluding the lesson. It
is likely that many tezachers will modify teaching
plans and adjust their use of student materials to
make them more ugfizil in particular situations.

Each lesson inclile=s one or more excerpts from
primary sources, The - full text of each partial doc-
ument used in a liscon is included in the Appen-
dix of this volume, T he documents in the Appen-
dix can be used by - teachers as handy reference
materials or as addticwnal reading assignments for
high school studenis,

These lessons m the Northwest Ordinance
should be used to nrmsmit core ideas in the Amer-
ican civic culture b ssyoung Americans and to en-
courage their reflut&Eion and deliberation about
these ideas. By % c=loing, teachers can enhance
education on a bslc document in the American
heritage that desenes=s more emphasis in the cur-
riculum of secondirssy schools and the general
education of citizen,

13



Teaching Plan for Lesson 1

The Northwest Territory, 1776-1783

Preview of Main Points

This lesson describes the Northwest Territory,
its origing as part of the United States, its location,
and its boundaries, Furthermore, acts associabed
with its organization and control by the govern-
ment of the United States are discussed. This
lesson sets a context for examination of policics
about land distribution and governance of the
Northwest Territory that culminated in the Ordi-
nance of 1787,

Curriculum Connection

This lesson is suitable for use in Americun
history courses at the junior high/middle school
level or in high school, The lesson fits standard
texthook discussions on events of the War for
Independence and government under the Articles
of Confederation.  High school teachers might
want to have their students read complete copies
of documents treated briefly in the body of this
lesson: (1) Patrick Henry’s Letter to George Rogers
Clark, (2) Resolution of Cangress on Public Lands,
(3) Treaty of Paris, and (4) Virginia Act of Cession,
These documents are included in the Appendix,
Objectives

Students are expected to:

1. Identify and summarize main ideas in four
documents: Patrick Henry's Letter to George
Rogers Clark, Resolution of Congress on Public
Lands, Treaty of Paris, and Virginia Act of
Cession,

2. Know how George Rogers Clark and his small
force of American backwoodsmen secured a
claim to the Northwest Territory for the United
States.

3. Know the location and boundaries of the North-
west Territory within the United States of 1783.

4. Use evidence in documents and maps tu support
or reject statements about the western territories
of the United States in the 1780s.

5. Understand events that established a context for
subsequent examination of ideas in the North-
west Ordinance of 1787,

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson
Opening the Lesson. Have students look at the

map of the United States in this lesson. Ask them

to identify the original thirteen states, the western
territories of the United States, and the bound-

aries of the United States,  Ask them to discuss
how the United States scquired the aren known as
the Northwest Territory. Next, ask students, on
the basis of evidence in the map, to speculate
about particular problems faced by the govern-
ment of the United States in dealing with the
Northwest Territory,  Ask how they think the
government should have responded to these
problems. Indicate that the rest of this lesson is
about how the United States acquired the North.
west Territory and began to deal with this area
as part of the national domain,

Developing the VLesson, Have students read the
main body of the lesson, with particular attention
to the excerpts from the four documents included
in the lesson,  Assign items 1 to 3 at the end of
the lesson,

After students complete itoms 1 to 3, conduct
a classroom discussion about their responses, Preoss
students to support their responses with specific
references to parts of the pertinent documents and
maps. Make sure that they have examined evi-
dence in the documents that is pertinent to the
items in this discussion and make certain that
they have interpreted this evidence correctly, You .
might want to ask various students in the class to
evaluate or judge the responses of their peers to
items 1 to 3.

Concluding the Lesson. Have each student re-
spond to item 4 at the end of the lesson by writing
a brief essay (no more than 250 words).
When they have finished, select three or four
students to read their essays. Call on other stu-
dents to respond to them: these responses might
be affirmative or critical or some combination
of criticism 'and affirmation. The responses might
also introduce additional ideus and information
into the discussion,

NOTE: High school teachers might want to lead
their students in careful and detailed analyses of
the full texts of the four documents that are
included in this lesson. See the Appendix for
complete versions of the documents. High school
teachers might want to copy and distribute these
copies to all students or to selected students.
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Lesson 1

The Northwest Territory, 1776-1783

n 1776, thirteen United States of America

declared independence {rom the United King-
dom of Great Britain, But the British were not
ready to give up this prized part of their world-
wide empire, 8o, the Americans had to fight for
their freedom, Most of the important battles of
this War for Independence were fought along
the Atlantic const, where the major centers of
population were located, However, Americans
also battled the British on the western side of the
Appalachian Mountains in the lands north and
wesl of the Ohio River; this area beeame the
Northwest Territory
Clark's Missing

In 1778, George Rogers Clark was sent by
Governor Patrick Henry of Virginia to the woest.
orn territory of Kentucky. Colonel Clark's mission
was to raise a small army of frontiersmen, protect
American frontier settlements against raids by the
British and their various allies among the Indian
nations of this area, and capture British forts in
the territory north of the Ohio River.,

In his letter of instructions to Colonel Clark,
January 2, 1778, Governor Henry wrote:

You are to proceed with all convenient speed to raise
seven companies of soldiers . . . officered in the usual
manner & armed most properly for the Enterprise, & with
this force attack the British post at Kaskasky | Kaskaskia
in the Dlinois country].

It is conjectured that there are many pleces of cannon &
military stores . . . at that place, the taking and preser-
vation of which would be a valuable acquisition to the
state. If you are so fortunate therefore as to succeed in
your Expedition, you will take every possible Measure to
secure the artillery & stores & whatever may advantage the
state,

For the Transportation of the Troops, provisions , , .
down the Ohio, you are to apply to the commanding
officer at Fort Pitt [in western Pennsylvania at the source
of the Ohio River] for Boats, & during the whole Trans-
action you are to take especial eare to keep the true Des-
tination of your Foree secrel.  Its success depends upon
this. ..,

Colonel Clark carried out his mission as Gov-
ernor Henry instructed. In the summer of 1778,
he led a force of about 175 backwoodsmen from
Kentucky into the Illinois country and took
Kaskaskia from the British on July 4, 1778,
Clark also secured the surrender of British forces
at Prairie du Rocher, Cahokia, and Vincennes—at
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the confluence of the Wahash and Obio rivers,
Lrter that year, however, British forces under
toeneral Henry Hamilton took back Vincennes
and fortified themselves there at Fort Sackville.

During the winter of 1779, Hamilton made
plans to move against the Americans at Kaskaskia
in the spring. Colonel Clark was alarmed; he knew
that Hamilton’s forces were strong enough to
defoat him. 8o, he decided to surprise the British
by doing what they thought was impossible—a
march through the wilderness from Kaskaskia to
Vincennes in the bitter winter weather.,

While the British rested in the warmth and
seeming seenrity of Fort Sackville, Clark and his
small force slogged through ankle-deep slush and
waded or swam across icy-cold rivers and creeks.
Colonel Clark’s determination inspired his 1on to
carry on past the normal limits of human en-
durance, Later, Clark wrote that his men started
to believe they were “superior to other men, and
that neither the rivers nor scasons could stop their
progress,”

After a brief fight on February 25, Clark again
took Vincennes. 'This time the Americans held
it. American settlements in Kentucky were safe-
guarded.  Furthermore, Clark'’s victory was the
basis for American claims to this western ter-
ritory at the end of the war.

Resolution of Congress on Public Lunds

As Clark fought the British in the West, Amer-
ican politicians in the East were looking ahead to
the time after the war when their independent
nation would control territory on the other side
of the Appalachian Mountains. On October 19,
1780, the Continental Congress passed a ‘“‘Re-
solution of Congress on Public Lands’ that claimed
ownership by the United States of these territories.
Furthermore, it proclaimed a far-reaching policy:
new American states would be created from
these frontier lands and would become members
of the Federal Union on equal terms with the
original thirteen states,

Resolved, that the unappropriated lands that may be
ceded or relinquished [given up] to the United States,
by any particular States ... shall he disposed of for the
common benefit of the United States, and be settled and
formed into distinct republican States [states with self.
government by elected representatives of the people],
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which shall become members of the Federal Unlon, and
shall have the same rights of sovereymty, freedom and in-
dependence, as Lhe other Stales, |,

The Treaty of Paris, 1783
On September 3, 1783, the war with Britain

officially ended with the signing of the Treaty of

Paris, Following is a summary of the terms of the

Treaty of Paris,

¢ The British acknowledged the previous colonies
to be “free, Sovereign, and independent states,”
The British gave up “*all Claims to the Govern-
ment, Property, nnd territorial rights” of the
United States “and every part thereof,”

e Boundaries were defined. The United States
extended along the Atlantic coast from the
British territory of Nova Scotin ih the North
to the Spanish territory of Florida in the South,
In the West, the new nation won title to the
land west of the Appalachians to the Mississippi
River—including the Northwest ‘Territory.

e The United States won fishing rights along the
shores of Newfoundland and in other waters off
the coasl of Canada,

e Creditors on cither side were not limited in
their right to recover debts previously con-
tracted.

e Congress would “‘earnestly recommend” to the
state governments the return of Loyalists’
property which had been seized during the war,
Persecution of Loyalists should stop, and
Loyalists in American prisons should be freed.

e “A firm and perpetual Peace' should exist
“between his Brittanic Majesty and the said
States and between the Subjects of the one, and
the Citizens of the other.” Hostilities by sea and
land shall immediately cease. “Prisoners on
both sides shall be set at liberty,  With all
convenient speed’” British army forces would
withdraw from the United States “and from
every Port, Place, and Harbour within the
same.”’

During the necgotiations in Paris, American
diplomats insisted that territories north and west
of the Ohio River must be part of their new
American nation—a claim supported by George
Rogers Clark’s military victories in 1778 and 1779,
However, even though the British surrendered
lands in the Northwest Territory, several American
states had conflicting claims to these lands. The
new government of the United States could not
make plans for dealing with these western ter-
ritories until the states gave up their conflictirg
land claims,

The Virginia Act of Cession and the Nurthwest
Territory

Virginia took the lead in clearing the way for
nationnl ownership und disposition of the western
territories.  On December 20, 1783, the legislisture
of Virginia passed the Virginia Act of Cession, It
wias aceepted by the Congress of the United States
on March 1, 1784, By this act, Virginia gave up its
vast. claims Lo western land: for the good of the
United States, Other states were influenced (o
yield their claims to land within the Northwest
Territory and elsewhere,  Look at the map on
page 10, which shows that Massachusetts, New
York, and Connecticut gave up claims to land in
the Northwest Territory in 1785 and 1786,

In part, the Virginia Act of Cession said;

Be I enucted by the General Assembly, that It shall
and may be lawful .., to ... make over unto the United
States in Congress assembled |, .. all right, title, and elaim

which this Commonwealth hath to the territory
. . . being to the northwest of the river Qhlo , . . upon
condition that the territory so ceded, shall be lald ol and
formed into states . ., and that the states so formed,
shall be distinet republican stntes [governed by elected

ropresentatives of the people], and admitted members of
. . freedom,

and independence, as the other states, , ..

Thus, the Virginia Act of Cession paved the way
for national administration and development of
the Northwest Territory. Policies for distribution
and government of these lands were deliberated
upon by the Congress of the United States from
1784 until 1787, when the celebrated Ordinance
of 1787 was enacted. (The Ordinances of 1784
and 1785 are presented in Lesson 2; the Ordinance

Reviewing and Reflecting on Facts and Ideas

1. What did each of the following documents have
to do with the acquisition of the Northwest
Territory by the United States?

a. Letter of Patrick Henry to George Rogers
Clark, 1778

b. Resolution of Congress on Public Lands, 1780

c. Treaty of Paris, 1783

d. Virginia Act of Cession, 1783

2, Describe the area of the Northwest Territory
within the United States of 1783.

a. What were the boundaries of the territory?
b. What states of the United States were made
eventually out of this territory?
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3. bxamine the following statements.  Declde
whether or not ench statement can be backed
up or supported with evidence, Use evidence
from documents and the map in this legson to
decide whethor each statement s correct or
incorrect, Be prepared to defend your responses
by referring to pertinent evidence.

a. The Congress of the United States hoped to
hold  western  territories ns  ¢olonies  that
would be used solely for the benefit and en-
richment of the original statoes,

b.Only Massachugetts, among the original
thirteen states, had made larger claims to
western land than Virginia had made.

¢. Virginia's cession of western land influenced
other states Lo give up their land claims.

d.The legislature of Virginia ceded western
land claims to Congress on condition that

o,

new states made from these lands could have
iny Lypes ol govermment that the people
waited,

The Treaty of Paris provided that the United
States would pay the British a large sum of
money to gain title to the land north and
west of the Ohio River,

Governor Henry of Virginia instructed Colo-
nel Clark to stay on the south bank of the
Ohio  River to protect Kentucky against
attacks by the British or their Indian allies,

4. Why should Americans today consider the

following documents to be important or valu-
able parts of their heritage? What is the endur-
ing worth or significance of these documents?

a. Resolution of Congress on Public Lands

h,
c.

Treaty of Paris
Virginia Act of Cession

The Seal of the Perritory of the United States
Northwest of the Hiver Ohio

This authorized sesl for documents of the Northwest Ter
titory shows a [ruit-bearing tree, an ax-felled tree, a Fising
sun, and boats presumably on the Ohio River. These kY-
bols represent the aspirations of new settlers in the western
wilderness,  The Latin phrase Meliorem Lapsa Locavit
means “from the fallen tree, a beller one has grown.”
Courtesy Indinna Historical Socloty,

George Rogers Clark

Portrait of Clark as a young man coneeived and painted by
Rosemary Browne Beck, 1976, for the Indiana State Muse-
um Society. Courtesy Indiana State Museum,
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Teaching Plan for Lesson 2

Beginnings of a Federal Land Policy:
The Ordinances of 1784 and 1785

Preview of Main Points

Thia lesson treals two laws that helped to
establish an enduring land policy for the United
States: (1) the Ordinance of 1784 and (2) the
Ordinance ol 1786, The main provisions of these
laws are discussed. This lesson emphasizes ideas
that were important precursors to the enactment
of the 1787 Northwest Ordinance,

Curriculum Connection

This lesson can be used in junior high/middle
school and high school courses in Americun
history. It fils standard textbook chapters on the
Confederation Period from 1781 to 1787, High
%chmﬂ tvm hrxr-; might want tﬁ htwiv !hmr studvnts

whlch are mcluded in the Apppndm

Objectives
Studerts are expected to:

1, Identify and summarize main ideas in two doc-
uments:

a, the Ordinance of 1784 and
b. the Ordinance of 1785,

2. Know the contributions of Thomas Jefferson
to enactment of the Ordinances of 1784 and
1785,

3. Understand how the Ordinances of 1784 and
1785 addressed major problems facing the
Congress of the United States.

4. Make judgments about the significance of the
Ordinances of 1784 and 1785 in national de-
velopment and expansion of the United States.

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson

Opening the Lesson. Ask students to read the
first paragraph in the introduction to the lesson,
which discusses the large domain and land claims
of Virginia before the Virginia Act of Cession. The
paragraph indicates that Thomas Jefferson and
George Washington were among the prominent
leaders of Virginia who urged the state government
to relinquish western land claims. Ask students to
offer opinions about why Jefferson and Washing-
ton favored the Virginia Act of Cession. What
arguments might have been offered in opposition
to the Act of Cession? What might have been the
consequences for the United States if Virginia's
government had not made the Act of Cession?
How did the Virginia Act of Cession create new

problems for the United States government? Use
discussior of these questions to lead students
into the main part ~{ the lesson—provisions of the
Ordinances of 1784 and 1785, which were the
first national policies for dealing with the ter-
ritorics in the West,

Developing the Lesson. Have students read the
main part of this lesson about the provisions of
the Ordinances of 1784 and 1785. Assign items
1 to 5 at the end of the lesson.

After students complete items 1 to 6, conduct
a classroom discussion on those items. C:ﬂl upon a
few students to read their paragraphs summariz-
ing main ideas of the Ordinances of 1784 and
1785, Ask other students Lo listen carefully and
respond critically to the paragraphs,

Concluding the Lesson. Divide the class into
several small groups (three to five students to a
group) and ask them to deliberate upon responses
to item 6 at the very end of the lesson. Tell each
group to select one person who will serve as
spokesperson for the group. The spokesperson's
responsibility is te summarize the ideas of the
group in response to item 6 and report the ideas to
the class. After the small groups have completed
their discussion of item 6, call upon each of the
spokespersons to report ideas of the group to
the class, Finish the discussion by asking the class
as a whole to respond to the reports of the spokes-
persons,



A TYPICAL TOWNSHIP
6 MILES SQUARE

From: George 5. de Huszar, et al., Basie Anierican Docu-
ments (Ames, lowa: Littlefield, Adams & Co. 1956), 58,

12 2




Lesson 2

Beginnings of a Federal Land Policy:
The Ordinances of 1784 and 1785

I homas Jefferson was proud of his state of
A Virginia, which in 1784 was the largest of the
thirteen United States of America. It consisted of
the present state (1987) plus the areas encom-
passed today by the states of West Virginia and
Kentucky. It included more than 100,000 square
miles and was considerably larger than Great
Britain and Ireland. Furtnermore, Virginia had
strong claims to territories north and west of the
Ohio River. At the urging of Jefferson, Washing-
ton, aad other state leaders, the Virginia govern-
ment relinquished its claims to the western ter-
ritory in a generous Act of Cession, which was
accepted by the United States Congress in March,
1784. Other states with claims to western ter-
ritories followed Virginia’s lead, and the govern-
ment of the United States was faced with problems
of how to deal with this vast national domain. The
two major problems were how to govern the west-
ern territories and how to distribute land system-
atically and fairly to people who wanted to settle
there.  Attempts to solve these two problems
were made by the Ordinances [laws] of 1784
and 1785,

The Ordinance of 1784

On March 1, 1784, the very day that Virginia’s
Act of Cession was accepted by Congress, Thomas
Jefferson, as chairman of a congressional com-
mittee, presented a plan of government for the
western territories. Jefferson's plan was debated
by members of Congress and passed on April 23
as the Ordinance of 1784,

Provisions of the Ordinance of 1784, Jefferson’s
Ordinance of 1784 provided “‘that so much of the
territory ceded or to be ceded by individual states
to the United States . . . shall be divided into
distinct states. ., "

The Ordinance of 1784 outlined a three-stage
plan whereby a territory could advance to state-
hood. During stage one, settlers could meet to
establish “a temporary government, to adopt
the constitution and laws of any one of the original
states”” as a guide to the government of the ter-
ritory.

Stage two would be reached ‘“‘when any [ter-
ritory] shall have acquired 20,000 free inhabitants,
on giving due proof thereof to Congress, they shall

receive from them authority with appointments
of time and place to call a convention of represent-
atives to establish o permanent constitution and
government for themselves provided that both
the temporary and permanent governments be
established on these principles [following here]
as their basis,”

First, the new states to be created in the West
should “forever remain a part of , , . the United
States of America.”

Second, they should “be subject Lo the Articles
of Confederation”™ and to all the laws of the
central government, as the original thirteen states
were bound by these laws,

Third, they should not interfere with the land
policies of the United States government,

Fourth, they should “be subject to pay a part
of the federal debts . . . according to the same
common rule” that is applied to the other states,

Fifth, they should not impose taxes on lands
belonging to the United States government.

Sixth, “their respective governments shall be
republican” in form; that is, government by rep-
resentatives of the people who are elected by
eligible voters,

The third and final stage of government would
be reached whenever the population of a ter-
ritory was as large “as any one of the least nu-
merous of the thirteen original states.”” At that
time, a territory “shall be admitted by its del-
egates into the Congress of the United States
on an equal footing with the said original states.

13}

Jefferson’s original proposal included a clause
that would have outlawed slavery or involuntary
servitude in all of the western territories. This
clause was narrowly voted down by the Congress
and was not included in the Ordinance of 1784.

Significance of the Ordinance of 1784. The
specific provisions for government in the Ordi-
nance of 1784 were not to be put in operation
until after the lands had been purchased from
the Indians and offered for sale to settlers moving
into these lands. Before this happened, Congress
passed a new law for governance of the Northwest
Territory, the Ordinance of 1787, which super-
seded the Ordinance of 1784, Jefferson’s ordi-
nance was thus nullified,
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Some ideas in the Ordinance of 1784 lived on,
and were included in the Ordinance of 1787,
(Provisions of the Ordinance of 1787 are pre-
sented in Lessons 4, b, and 6.)  Furthermore,
dJefferson’s proposal to ban slavery became part
of the Ordinance of 1787.

It is interesting to note that Jefferson’s anti-
slavery proposal had applied to all new territories
of the United States, north and south of the Ohio
River-not merely to the Northwest Territory, If
it had been acted upon in the 1780s and in effect
thereafter, n bagic cause of America’s tragic Civil
War might have been removed.

The Ordinance of 1785

Thomas Jefferson also worked on a plan for
dividing and distributing the land in the West, He
made a report to Congress in May, 1784, that
proposed an orderly means of surveying and selling
the lund to settlors.  Jefferson’s report was the
basis for the land ordinance that Congress enacted
about one year later on May 20, 1785. The Land
Ordinance of 1785 had three main purposes: (1)
to survey land systematically, (2) to sell it to
settlers in an orderly and fair manner, and (3) to
use money from the sale of lands to pay off debts
from the War of Independence.

provided *‘that the territory ceded by individual
States to the United States, which has been pur-
chased of the Indian inhabitants, shall be dis-
posed of in the following manner. . . . The
Surveyors . . . shall proceed to divide the said terri-
tory into townships of six miles square, by lines
running due north and south, and others crossing
these at right angles, as near as may be, unless
where the boundaries of the late Indian purchases
may render the same impracticable, . , ., "

In accordance with the law, townships were
set up to measure six miles square, They were
divided by north-south and east-west lines surveyed
at intervals of one mile, In this way, thirty-six
sections were created in each township.

Each section of a township—one mile square,
640 acres—was numbered from 1-36, as indicated
by the diagram on page 12. Each section could be
further divided into half-sections (320 acres),
- quarter-sections (160" acres), and smaller units,
such as 80 acres,

In each township, section 16 was to be set
aside to provide funds for public schools. Sec-
tions 8, 11, 26, and 29 would be reserved for
. use by the United States government. Remaining
land in each township was to be sold at public
auction for at least one dollar an acre., The buyer
-would get a deed for his land that would be re-
corded in the state’s land office,

14

Significance of the Ordinance of 1786, On May
30, 1785, Richard Henry Lee, representative to
Congress from Virginia, wrote to his friend and
colleague, James Madison:  *We have aftor much
debate indeed and great waste of time, at lust
pass’d an Ordinance fcr disposing of such part of
the Lands N. W. of the Ohio as belongs to the U.S.
and have been purchased of the Indians, If this
proves agrecable to the publie, it wiii extinguish
about 10 Million of the public debt, , . . this
source does indeed desarve our warmest cultivation
as it seems to be almost the only one that we have
for discharging our oppressive debt, , , "

Soon after passage of the Ordinance of 1786,
surveyors were in ecastern Ohio to lay out town-
ships ag specified in the new law. Under direction
of Thomas Hutchins, Geographer of the United
States, seven ranges were surveyed by the end of
1787. The way was paved for purchase and settle-
ment of the first segment of the Northwest Ter-
ritory organized under laws of the United States.

Reviewing and Reflecting on Facts and Ideas

1.What problems concerning the western ter-
ritories of the United States were faced by the
United States Congress in 1784 and 17857
. What was the contribution of Thomas Jefferson
in helping Congress to respond to its problems
with the western territories?
3. Why was Jefferson disappointed with the final
version of the Ordinance of 17847
4. Write a brief (no more than 200 words) sum-
mary of the Ordinance of 1784.
5. Write a brief (no more than 200 words) sum-
mary of the Ordinance of 1785.
6. Why were the Ordinances of 1784 and 1785
important in the development and expansion
of the United States?

[
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Teaching Plan for Lesson 3

Origins and Development in Congress
of the Northwest Ordinance, 1785-1787

Preview of Main Points

This lesson describes how the 1787 Northwest
Ordinance was 1atroduced into Congress, delib-
crated upon by members of Congress, and finally
enacted on July 13, 1787. The roles of Thomas
defferson, James Monroe, and Nathan Dane in
creating and passing the Ordinance of 1787 are
examined,

Curricutum Connection

This lesson can be used in junior high/middle
school and high school American history courses.
An entry point for the lesson is the standard
texthonk discussion of government under the
Articles of Confederation and the U, 8. Congress’
enactment of land policies culminating in the
Ordinance of 1787. The lesson can also be in-
corporated into high school courses in civics or
government, It can be used to illuminate the law-
making process in Congress during the Confedera-
tion period,

Objectives
Students are expected to:

1. Identify reasons for Congress’ actions to replace
the Ordinance of 1784.

2. Describe the roles of several leaders, including
Jefferson, Monroe, and Dane, in the making of
the Ordinance of 1787.

3. Describe how Congress proceeded to enact the
Ordinance of 1787.

4, Analyze and make judgments about information
in a primary source, Nathan Dane’s letter to
Rufus King.

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson

Opening the Lesson.  Ask students to read the
introduction to the lesson, which indicates the
main points of the lesson, Review the purposes
of this lesson and then have students read the
rest of the lesson,

Developing the Lesson, Assign items 1 to 8
ot the end of the lesson. After students complete
these ftems, conduet a classroom discussion about
them. Assign item 4. Tell students to critically
analyze the letter by Nathan Dane to Rufus King.
Ask students to prepare answers to item 4, about
Nathan Dane’s letter. Inform them that a panel
of three students will be called upon to report
their answers to item 4 and to lead a classroom
discussion about Nathan Dane’'s letter,

Concluding the Lesson. Select three students to
constitute a panel to report their analyses of
Nathan Dane’s letter. Ask each student to give a
brief report of his/her answers to item 4. Invite
other students to ask questions or make comments
in response to the panel reports. Have the panelists
lead this discussion on the analysis of Dane's Ietter,
During this discussion, encourage students to back
up their answers with evidence from this lesson.
Encourage students to request their fellow students
to ground their judgments about Dane’s claims in
his letter with evidence drawn from this lesson,

Do
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Nathan Dane
From: John Fiske, The ical Period af American His-
tory, 1783-1789 (Boston, 1896),

Thomas Jefferson
Courtesy Indiana Historiceal Society

James Monroe
Courtesy Indiana Historical Sociely
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Lesson 3

Origins and Development in Congress
of the Northwest Ordinance, 1785-1787

n July 13, 1787, the Congress of the United
States enacted a plan for government in the

Northwest Territory, the area north and west of
the Ohio River that had been acquired through the
Treaty of Paris in 1783, Muin ideas of the Or-
dinance of 1787, also called the Northwest Or-
dinance, were established through deliberations in
Congress that began in 1785,

Nathan Dane, a member of Congress from Mas-
sachusetts, was a primary author of this Norhwest
Ordinance, but James Monroe of Virginia also
made important contributions, and several other
members of Congress made minor vontributions
to the final shape of the Ordinance. Thomas
Jefferson, in Paris, France, as ambassador from
the United States, had an important part in this
undertaking too; he had written the Ordinance
of 1784, which was the source of core ideas in the
Ordinance of 1787, ’

The Ordinance of 1787 provided for lawful and
orderly settlement of western lands and a 5Y§-
tematic means for political advancement from the
status of a territory of the United States to a
state within the Federal Union, on equal terms
with all of the other states. Thus, it was decided—
once and for all—that these territorics would not
be held indefinitely as colonies, in a subservient
relationship to the original thirteen states. The
general principles of this Northwest Ordinance
were applied beyond the boundaries of the North-
west Territory and became the framework by
which thirty-one of today’s fifty states entered
the Federal Union. Main ideas of the North.
west Ordinance are presented in Lessons 4, 5, and
6. This lesson tells how the Northwest Ordinance
was originated, shaped, and enacted during a
two-.year period from 1785 to 1787.

Reopening of Debate on Governance
of the Western Territories

Members of Congress had never been wholly
satisfied with the Ordinance of 1784, and they
wanted to change it. Many representatives thought
that Congress did not have enough control over
the establishment and development of govern-
ment in the new territories. ‘They also were
starting to think that the population requirements
for self-government and statehood should be

. =6

changed.  Others believed, unlike Thomas deffer-
son, that there should be only o few states made
out of the Northwest Territory, perhaps no more
than three to five states. In addition, there were
forces in Congress, lod by Rufus King of Massachu-
setts, that wanted to prohibit shwery in the west-
ern territories, and King pressed for this change
itz the territorial policy of Congiess.

Jumes Monroe, member of Congress from Virs
ginia, was a friend and supporter of defferson;
nonetheless, he believed that the Ordinance of
1784 should be changed, In 1785, Monros
traveled across the Appalachian Mountains to sce
for himself conditions in the western territories
and to think about what should be done to modify
the national land policy. When he returned to
Congress near the end of 17856, Monroe con-
curred with most of the prevailing criticisms of the
Ordinance of 1784 and recommended that a com-
mittee of Congress formulate a new policy on
governance of the western territories, Congress
agreed with Monroe and appointed him as chair-
man of the new committee.

On May 9, 1786, Monroe presented his com-
mittee's first report, which outlined a threc-stage
plan by which a territory would advance to state- -
hood. This plan—a combination of ideas in Jeffer-
son’s Ordinance of 1784 and Monroe’s own ideas—
would become part of the new Ordinance of 1787,
Writing to Jefferson in Paris on May 11, 1786,
Monroe reassured his friend: *“The most important -
principles of the Act [Ordinance of 1784) are . . .
preservd in this report.”
changes had also been made having to do with
tighter control by Congress over territorial gov-
ernment in stages one and two and adjustment of -
the population requirements for advancement to
statehood,

Preparation of the Final Draft
of the Northwest Ordinance

Monroe’s report was debated in Congress and

returned to his committee, which revised it. On- -

September 18, 1786, Congress reconstituted the
committee because Monroe had left Congress.

William 8. Johnson of Connecticut became the

new committee chairman, and Nathan Dane of
17.

Of course, important




Mazsachusells emorged g5 o Jeiding membor of
tht committer,  During the next few months
significant additions were made Lo the proposed
ordinanee, including provisions abont pros -ty
rigghis, Uli‘ sinctity of contracts, and various oivil
liberties,  Nathan Dane played a major part in
this work, but, as was true of Monroe, Dane drow
upon Thomas Jefferson’s ideas,

From April to July, 1787, the proposed North-
west Ordinance was put into its finol form. Nathan
Dane had the major role in compiling this final
deaft, which was presented to Congress on July
11, By this time Edward Carrington of Virginia
wis chairman of the commitiee on western govern:
menl, but Nathan Dane continued to be the
lending member of the committee.  Congress
made some minor changes in the O-dinance of
1787 und passed it by unanimous vote of the
eight states represented in Congress on July 13,
Of eightecen members of Congress in attendance
ut this meeting, only Mr. Yates of New York votod
agiinst enactment of the Nofthwest Ordinance,
Following is the record of the vote in Congress

MASSACHUSETTS—Mr. Hollen, ay;

Mr.Danejay . ..............c..... . AV
NEW YORK-Mr. Smith, ay; Mr. Haring, ay;

Mr, Yates, no. . P S
NEW JERSLY&M[‘ (‘lnrk ay:

Mr. Schureman,ay ......... s es s JAY,
DELAW:‘\Rthr, Keamey, ny.

Mr, Mitchell,ay. . ............ ...... Ay.
VIRGINIA—Mr. Grayson, ay. Mr R H LEE ay;

Mr. Carrington,ay; . ................. Ay,
NORTH CAROLINA~Mr. Blaunt ay,

Mr. Hawkins,ay ....................Ay.
SOUTH CAROLINA—Mr. Kmm ay.

Mr. Huger,ay;...................... Ay,
GEORGIA-~Mr, Few, ay;

Mr. Pierce,ay . ... ..............,.Ay.

In a letter to Rufus ng’ cmly three days
after passage of the Ordinance of 1787, Nathan
Dane wrote about inclusion of an idea that King
 had proposed in 1785—the prohibition of slavery
and involuntary servitude. This provision was
not in the ordinance as it was reported by the
committee to Congress. The provision was moved
by Dane as an amendment and passed unanimously
as the final action before the amended ordinance
was approved by Congress.

Here is what Dane wrote to King:

. We have bren employed about several objects, the
principal of which have been the Government enclosed

(the ordinance) and . . . you will see [it] is completed. .

© We tried one day m patch up M[onroe'ls system ur

. Wlestern] government—started new ideas and committed

* - the whole to Carrington, Dane, R, H. Lee, Smith and Kean,

" We met several times, and at last agreed on some principles
_=at least Lee, Smith and myself, We found ourselves rather

pressed, The Ohio Company appeared (o purchase s large
tract of Federal land: aboul six or seven millions of
perea—pid we waniled to abolish the old system and get
# better one for the government of the country, and we
finally found it neeessary to adopl the besl system we
could get, Al ngreed finally Lo the enciogsed plan, except
A. Yates.  He appeared In this ease, as in most others,
not (o understand the subject al all.  When | drew Lhe
ordinmnes  (which passed, o few words excepled, as |
orighially formed L) 1 had no idea the States would agree
to the sixth article, prohibiting slavery | | . and therefore
omitted it in the desft; but, finding the House favorably
disprosed on this subject, after we lsd completed (he
other parls, 1 moved the grticle, which was agreed Lo
without opposition,

And so, Nathan Dane made strong cluims for
his contributions to the Northwest Ordinance.
However, one should remember that James Monron
and Thomas dJefferson, who originally adviced
the ban on slavery in the West, also dew .ve a
great deal of credit for the shape and substance of
the 1787 Northwest Ordinance.

‘This Ordinance of 1787, enacted at the samc
time  that the Constitutional Convention was
meeting in Philadelphia, was the last, and perhaps
muost significant, achievement of government under
the Articles of Confederation. Within the next
cleven months, representatives of the people
ratified the Constitution of 1787, thercby nul-
lifying the Articles of Confederation. The Or-
dinance of 1787 endured; it was reaffirmed un-
animously in 1789 by the first session of Con-
gress under the new Constitution. Lessons 4, 5,
and 6 present in detail the content of the Or-
dinance of 1787.

Reviewing and Reflecting on Facts and Ideas
1. Why did Congress decide to create a new policy
for governance of the western territories that

would supersede the Ordinance of 17847

2. What were the roles of the following individuals
in making a new law on governance of the

western territories, the Ordinance of 17877

a, Thomas Jefferson

b. Rufus King

¢. James Monroe

d, William Johnson

¢, Nathan Dane

3. Describe the process by which Congress enacted

the Ordinance of 1787,

4. Examine the letter from Nathan Dane to Rufus

King at the end of this lesson.

a, What claims did Dane make about his con-
tributions to the making of the Northwest
Ordinance?

b. Given other facts in this lesson, what is your
judgment of Dane's claims? To what extent
do you agree or disagree with them?
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Teaching Plan for Lesson 4

What Is the 1787 Northwest Ordinance?

Preview of Main Polots

This lesson defines the Northwest Ordinance.
Main ideas in the document are clarified nnd
discussed,  Ideas on governance and civil libertios
and rights are highlighted,

Curriculum Connection

This lesson s suitable for use in American his-
tory courses in junior high/middle schools and in
high school courses in American history, govern-
ment, and civies,  Teachers of junior high/middle
school students, however, might want Lo assign
aily ilems 1 to 3 ul the end of the lesson: items
4 to 6 are more complicated and challenging.
High school history and government teachers
might want to have their students read the North-
west Ordinance in addition to the materinl for
students provided in this lesson, This document
is located in the Appendix.

Objectives
Students are expected to:

1. Define key terms in the Northwest Ordinance.

2, Describe main characteristics of the process by
which a territory could move to statehood under
the Northwest Ordinance,

3. Identify civil liberties and rights guaranteed by
the Northwest Ordinance,

4. Compare and contrast civil liberties and rights
in the Northwest Ordinance with those in the
Constitution of 1787 and of the Constitution
as amended in 1791,

5. Make judgments about the importance or worth
of main ideas in the Northwest Ordinance.

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson

Opening the Lesson.  Ask students to read the
introduction to this lesson, which is covered in the
first two paragraphs on the first page of the lesson,
Then ask them if they have ever heard of the
Northwest Ordinance,  Poll students informally
to find out what thoy know ahbout this document
and its significance in American history. Use this
introduction to the lesson to establish the main
purposes or objectives of the subsequent reading
assignment,

Developing the Lesson, Have students read the
entire lesson,  Assign items 1 to 3 ot the end of
the lesson.  {igh school tenchers also might want
to have students read the entire document after
they read the lesson, which can serve as an in-
troduction and overview of main ideas in the doc-
ument. Teachers who choose this approach will
find it convenient to make and distribute copies
of the Northwest Ordinance, which is located in
the Appendix.

Conduct a class discussion of responses to
items 1 to 3 at the end of this lesson. Make use
of the table in the lesson to focus attention of
students on main provisions of the governance
procedures in the Northwest Ordinance.

Concluding the Lesson. Teachers of cighth
grade students might want to conclude the lesson
with a discussion of the relative importance of
different civil liberties and rights in the Northwest
Ordinance,

High school teachers, and some eighth grade
Lteachers, might conclude the lesson by assigning
items 4 to 6 at the end of the lesson. Item 4 is
the most complicated and challenging of thesge
items and perhaps should be reserved for high
school students only.

Teachers who assign item 6, the essay, might
wish to select two or three students to read their
essays to the class and to invite responses to the
essays as a way of launching a class discussion
about the importance of the Northwest Crdinance
today and in the past.

M‘
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Ghio and N, W. Territory, 1805

The 1801 version of this W. Barker map was the first map
to use the term Indiana Territory to encompass the area

that would Liter become the states of Indiana and Hinois,

Courtesy Indiana Historienl Society,
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Im:t.ing under the Articles of

Lesson 4

What Is the 1787 Northwest Ordinance?

n 1787, the Congress of the United States,
Conlederation,
pussed the Northwest Ordinance, This action was
the outstanding achievement of government under
the Articles, a government which seemed other-
wise inept and impotent. Historians today rank
the Northwest Ordinance as a basic document in
the American heritage, one that ranks in impor:
tance only behind the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution of 1787,

Some of our greatest presidents have praised
the Northwest Ordinance.  President Franklin
D). Roosevelt called it *‘that third great charter . .
the highway . . . over which poured the westward
march of our civilization . . | the plan on which
the United States was built,”  President Theo-
dore Roosevelt said that the Northwest Ordi-
nance would “ever rank among the foremost of
American State papers, coming in that little group
which includes the Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution, Washington's Furewell Address,
and Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation and
Second Inaugural.” Both Presidents Washington
and Lincoln also lauded the Northwest Ordinance
as the foundation for settlement and expansion of
the nation,

What is the Northwest Ordinance? Why is it
§0 important in the American heritage? Why
should Americans today know about it and value
it?

The Northwest Ordinance: A Definition

An ordinance is a type of law passed by a leg-
islature that is dependent upon a higher governing
body for all of its authority. In the American
system of government today, we refer to acts of
local government as ordinances, This indicates
that the local government (for example, a city or
town government) is subordinate or inferior to
the government of the state in which it is located.
Ordinances of the local governments of Indiana,
for example, must comply with state statutes
(laws), passed by the Indiana General Assembly
and approved by the governor, and with the Con-
stitution of the state of Indiana. These ordinances
are issued under authority granted by the higher
government, in this instance, the state govern-
ment. In the 1780s, the acts of Congress were

30

called ordinances (not statutes) to indicate that
the Congress under the Artieles of Confederation
was subordinate to the thirteen state governments
of the United Statea.

The Northwest Ordinance provided for the
government of territory north and west of Uthe
Ohio River, It promised eventual statchood, on
cqual terms with other states; not less than three
nor more than five states were to be carved out of
the area, It established a process for moving
thruugh stages of torritorial government Lo petition
for statehood, The Northwest Ordinance also reuf-
firmed n system for dividing Jand thul was set forth
in the Land Ordinance of 1785. Finally, the
Northwest  Ordinance contained  six  “articles
of compact, between the original States and the
people and States’ 3
These articles guaranteed civil liberties and rights
to the inhabitants of the territory. Following are
brief discussions of these main aspects of the
Northwest Ordinance: (1) government and state-
hood and (2) civil liberties and rights.

Provisions for Territorial Government
and Achievement of Statehood

The Northwest Ordinance included a plan by
which a territory could advance gradually to
statehood, on ecqual terms with all other states
of the United States, This plan involved three
stages described in the table on the following page,

The final acts of the third stage of government
under the Northwest Ordinance involved petition
for statechood by the tetritory to the Congress of
the United States. The Congress was obligated to
grant statehood through an enabling act if the
petitioner satisfied all conditions for statehood in-
dicated in the Northwest Ordinance. These con-
ditions included a state constitution that provided
a “republican form of government™ (government
by representatives elected by the people). In 1803,
Ohio became the first part of the Northwest Ter-
ritory to achieve statehood. Indiana became a
state in 1816, and Illinois entered the Federal
Union in 1818. Michigan (1837) and Wisconsin -
(1848) were the fourth and fifth states to be
formed from the Northwest Territory. A small
part of the original Northwest Territory was in-
cluded within the boundaries of Minnesota, which
becarne a state in 1858, The 1787 Ncrt-hweési




Stages of Government under the Northwest Ordinance

Territorial Status

Elected & Appointed Ofiicinly

Lawmaking Bady

First Stage

fower than
6,000 adult males

Tatal pupilation ineludes

Territorial Governor
Secrelary
Three Judgoes

Officials appointed

=

by UA Congress

Guovernor & jJudjes minke laws

Second Stage

more than
6,000 adult males

Total population includes

Territorial Governor

Secretary

Three Judges

Territorial Delegate (non-voting) to U. S, Congress—
elected by territorial fegisiature

Bicumeral Legislalure

Lower House: Valers elect
reprosentatives; one representa-
tive for each 600 men

Upper House: Flve members
appointed by U. 8. Congress

Third Stage

Total population is
maore than

60,000 inhabitants

Voters cleet delegates to write a state eonstitution
Submit petition for stat~hood to UV, 8§, Congress
Receive approval of Congreis to enter Federal Unjon
on equal terms with other states

Eleet & appoint state government officials according
to the state constitution

Legistature sot.up In terms of
state constitutlon

the fifty American states advanced from territories
of the United States to statehood.

Civil Liberties and Rights
in the Articles of Compact

The 1787 Northwest Ordinance includes six
“Articles of Compact,” A compact is an agree-
ment between {wo parties, which may not be
broken without mutual consent of those who made
it. The Northwest Ordinance says that the fol-
lowing six articles *‘shall be considered as articles
of compact, between the original States and the
people and States in the said territory, and forever
remain unalterable, unless by common consent.”

- The Articles of Compact provide civil liberties and

- reasons for holding the prisoner.

rights to the people; government officials may
NOT legally take away these rights or liberties,

ARTICLE 1, Provides freedom of religion,

ARTICLE II. Guarantees the privilege of the
writ of habeas corpus. A writ of habeas corpus
requires officials to bring a person whom they have
arrested and held in custody before a judge in a
court of law, Officials who are holding the pris-
oner must convince the judge that there are lawful
If the judge

22

finds their reasons for holding the prisoner unlaw-
ful, then the court frees the suspect. The writ of
habeas corpus is a great protection for individuals
against government officials who might want to
jail them oaly because they belong to unpopular
groups or criticize the government,

Several other rights are guaranteed to persons
accused of crimes, such as trial by jury, protec.
tion against cruel and unusual punishment, and
prevention of excessive bail as a condition of
release from jail while awaiting a trial, Finally,
ARTICLE II says that persons are protected
against government acts that would deprive them
of life, liberty, or property without due process
(fair and proper legal procedures) and that would
deprive them of property without fajr compensa-
tion,

ARTICLE III. States the importance of schools
and education for all people. This article also
states that the Indian people of the Northwest
Territory should be treated fairly.

ARTICLE IV, Indicates several responsibilities
of territories and states, which include the obliga-
tion of paying a fair share of taxes, of respecting
and abiding by th» Articles of Confederation (later

perpetual membership in the Federal Union.
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ARTICLE V. Provides for admission into the
Union of not less than three nor more than five
states from the Northwest Territory, These states
“shall be admitted” into the United States “on an
equal fooling with the original states, in all re.
spects whatever; and shall be at liberty to form a
permanent constitution and Stiate government.”
Of course, prople in the territory secking stale-
ood had the responsibility of following exactly
all provisions of the Northwest Ordinanee,

ARTICLE VI. Bans slavery or involuntary
servitude (having to work for others against one’s
will).

Reviewing and Reflecting on Facts and Ideas

1. Define the following terms. Give an uvxample
that fits each definition. Explain how each
term fits into or is related to the 1787 North-
west Ordinance,

4, ordinance

b. compact

c. civil liberties

d. writ of habeas corpus

e. republican form of government

2, What are main differences in the first, second,
and third stages of government prescribed in the
Northwest Ordinance? Identify at least three
differences between stage one and stage two,
Identify at least three differences between stage
two and stage three,

J. What civil liberties and rights of the people are
provided by the Northwest Ordinance”?  Select
three of these civil Hberties and rights that you
think are the most important. Why, in your
judgment, are they more important than the
other liberties and rights?

4. Look at a copy of the first ten amendments to
the Constitution of the United States. Theso
amendments are known as THE BILL OF
RIGHTS. Examine Article I, Sections 9 and 10
of the Constitution, Compare the civil libertios
and rights provided by the Northwest Ordinance
with those provided in the specified parts of
the Constitution.

a. Which liberties and rights are provided in hoth
documents?

b, Which rights and liberties are provided in the
Constitution but not in the Northwest Ordi.
nance?

¢, Which liberties and rights are provided in the
Northwest Ordinance but not in the Con.
stitution of 1787 and the Bill of Rights of

17917

. Many American leaders—including .Presidents
Franklin Roosevelt, Theodore Roosevelt, Wash-
ington, and Lincoln=-have strongly praised the
Northwest Ordinance. Do you agree with their
views? Why?

6.Is it important for Americans today to know
about the Northwest Ordinance? Write a brief
essay in response to this question.

+++ Franklin Co

means of edueation. This building remains today, . re-
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i unty Seminary, 1830
The Northwest Ordinance provided for schools and the

stored as a reminder of that heritage. Courtesy Indiana
"Division, Indiana State Library, R
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A Scene on the Wahash
Engraved after 4 painling by George Winter
Various Indian tribes inhabited the lands of the Northwest
Territory in 1787. Over the next thirty years, as the pio-
neer settlers of the United States moved westward, the
government removed the Indians via treatics to open the
lands for settlements. Artist George Winter in the 1830s
and 1840s sketched some of the few Indians remaining in
northern Indiana. The bulk of his work remains at the
Tippecanoe County Historical Association, Lafayette,
vouriesy Mrs, Cable G. Ball. Winter was surprised by the
non-traditional appearance of the Indians and fully docu-
mented their lifestyle in his journals and paintings. The
Indiana Historieal Society published his journals in 1948,
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Tcaching Plan for Lesson 5

What Does the Northwest Ordinance

Preview of Main Points

The purpose of this lesson is to increase stu-
dents’ knowledge of certain parts of the Northwest
Ordinance that pertain to territorial government
and achievement of statehood,

Curriculum Connection

This lesson is suitable for use in American
history courses in junior high/middle school and in
high school courses in American history, govern-
ment, and civies. Teachers of junior high/middle
school courses will most likely want to use the
abridged and edited version of the Northwest
Ordinance, which is attached to the lesson, as the
source of evidence in responding to items 1 to 15
in the lesson. High school teachers will probably
want to use the complete version of the document,
which is located in the Appendix,

Objectives
Students are expected to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of processes and plans
for government in the Northwest Ordinance by
responding correctly to items 1 to 15 in the
lesson,

2. Support *heir responses to each item by listing
the correct reference to a paragraph or para-
graphs in the Northwest Ordinance.

3. Practice skills in locating, comprehending, and
interpreting information in a primary source.

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson

Opening the Lesson. Inform students of the
main points of the lesson, Make sure that students
understand the directions for the lesson. It might
be helpful to complete item 1 together in order
to be certain that everyone understands how to
complete all items in the lesson and how to use the
primary source to carry out the assignment,

Developing the Lesson. Have students work in-
dividually or in small groups to complete responses
to all fifteen items of this lesson. If students are
assigned to work in small groups (four or five to a
group), encourage them to interact with one an-
other as they complete the items.

Have various students report their answers to
the items in the lesson. Require students to sup-

Say about Governance?

port their answers with specific references to the
Northwest Ordinance.  Ask different students to
make judgments about the responses of their peers
to the fifteen items in this lesson,

Concluding the Lesson. Ask students to explain
what each item in the activity has to do with ter-
ritorial government and achievement of statchood,
Encourage students Lo raise questions about the
meaning of provisions of the Northwest Ordi-
nance that pertain to governance. Identily and dis-
cuss basic principles and values about government
and citizenship in the United States that are
embodied in the Northwest Ordinance and are
associated with the main ideas of this lesson.
For example, basic principles and values, such as
majority rule, separation of powers, rule of law,
limited government, and constitutionalism, are
embodied in the Northwest Ordinance. Ask
students: what basic principles and values in the
American heritage can be found in this document?
Ask them to identify basic civic principles and
values in our heritage that are not in this doc-
ument,

Answers to Items 1 - 15

1. NO, Paragraphs Nos. 4, 8,10
2. NO, Paragraph No. 8

3. YES, Paragraph No.5

4. NO, Paragraph No. 8

5. NO, Paragraph No. 10

6. YES, Paragraph No. 10

7. YES, Paragraph No. 10

8. YES, Paragraph No, 10

9. YES, Paragraph No. 18

10, NO, Paragraph No. 11

11. NO, Paragraph No. 11

12, YES, Paragraphs Nos. 12, 18
13. NO, Paragraphs Nos, 3-7
14, YES, Paragraph No. 3

15. YES, Paragraph No. 10
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An ORDINANCE for the GOVERNMENT of the T rRITO-
rRY of the UNITED StTAaTEs, North-Weft of tiic RIVER
OH1o.

3F IT ORDAINED by the Unlted States in Coagrels afembled, That the faid territory, for the purpofes of tempo~
2 tary poveanncat, be une dobnie; fubgect; however, to be divided 1ato two diflritts, as futuie cicumilances may,
ia the opimaa ot Congrels, makeit expedicnt. 7 '

B:it ordained by the authority atorefaid, That theellates both of refident and non-refident proprictors in the faid ter-
ritory, dyicg ivecitate, fhall defeend to, end bs diftributed among thei' children, and the defcendants of a deceafed child
#n vqual parts § the dfcenduants of a decealed child or grand=child, to take the fhare of their decvafed parentin t’iiuﬂ paits
amno.g them : Andwhere there thall be nochildien or dufcendants, thenin equal parts to the next of kin, in equal degrec;
and amn :ng collaturuls, the childres of a deceafud brother or fifter of theintzftate, thall have in equal pars among them
their decealed parcits thare s and there hall in no caf: be a dilinition hetwwen kindred of the whole and half blood § fa-
viLg in all gales 1o the widow ot the tellate, herthitd Fm of the real ellate fur life, and one third part of the pesfonal
ellate; and this law relativeto defeents and dower, thall remain in full force until altered by the legiflature of the dif-
trict, ————— And until the goveraor and judges thall adopt laws as hereia aftur mentioned, eflates in the faid'rensitory
mﬁ;r be cevifed or bequzathad by wills in writing, figned aad fealed by him or her, in whom the eflare may be, (being
of tuil age) aad astztted by three witaelfes | - and real cRares may be conveyed by lealc and releale, or bargain and
fal:, figned, fraled, and delivered by the paefo: being of full age, in whom ;ng eitars may be, and attcfled by two wit-
nelles, provided fuch wills b2 duly proved, aiid fuch conveyances be acknowledged, or the exccution thereof duly pio=
ved, and be recorded within one year after proper magitrates, courts, and regifters thall be appointed for that purpofe y
and perfonal prop:rty may be transfirred by delivery, laving, however, to the French and Canadian inhabitants, and
oiher fettlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vincent’s, und the neighbouring villages, who have heretofore profcfied themfelves
citizang of Virginia, their lavsand cufloms now [a force among them, relative to the defcent and con veyance of pro=

eny.
P B! it ordained by the authority afor:faid, That there hall be sppointsd fromtime to time, by Congrefs, a ROVErnor,
whofe commiflion thall continue in force for the termof threc years, unlefs fooner revoked by Congrefs; he fhall refide
in'the diftrit, and have a frechold charc thescin, in one thoufand actes of land, while in theexercif: of his cffice.

‘There Ml be appointed from time to time, by Congrefs, a fecretary, whofe comniiflion thall continue in force for
Jour yearv, ualefy fooner revoked, he thall refide in the diftri®, aud have a freshold eitare therein, in five hundred acres
of land, whils in the exercife of his office; it thall be his duty to keep and preferve the ads and laws paffed by the le-
- gillature, and the public records of the diftri, and the proceedings of the governor in his  xecutive cepartment ; and

tranfmit aushentic copies of fuch aéts and proceedings, every fix months, to the fecretary of Congrels : Theie thall al-
Yo be appointed a cuurt to confift of three judges, any two of whom to form s court, who fhall have a commen law ju-
rifdidion, and refid: in thediftri®, and have each therein a frechold eflate in five hundred acres of land, while in the
ex:rcife of their offices ; and iheir commifions thall continue in force duriu good behaviour, ] S
The governor and judges, or a majority of them, thall adope and publith in the diftriér, fuch laws of the crigioal
flates, criminal and civil, as may be neceffary, and beft fuited 1o ihe circumflances of the ditiridt, and report them 10
Congrafs, from time to time, which laws thallbe in forez in the diftri until the organization of the general affembl]
1h:réin§ ual:(sdifapproved uf by Cocgrefs ; but alterwards the legitlature thall have authority to alter ;Em as they fhall
thisk fir. ] )
The governor for the time beirng, thall be commander in chicfof the mifitia, appoint and commiffion all officers in the
Tame, below th: ravk of general officers ; all general officers fhall be appeioted and commiffioned by Congrefs,

Previous to the organization of the EEF »ral aflembly, the governor (hall appoint fuch magifirates and other civil uf-
ficers, in each county or townthip, as h- - il find neceflary for the preferyation of the peace and good order in the fame :
After the general aftembly fhall be orga. the powers and duticsof magiftrares and other civil officers fhall be regu=
fated and geﬁned by the gaid affembly ; +. i magifirares apd other civil officers, uot herein otherwife directed, fhall,
during the continuance of this temporary government, be appoinced by the governor. , o

For th: prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopied or made (hall have force in all parts of the diftri&t, and
for the exccution of procefs, criminal and civil, the governur thall make proper divifions thereofe-and he fhall procecd
from time to_timz, 3s circumfances may require, to lay out the parts of the diftric in which the Iadian titles fhall have
i.-g_ri:l extinguithed, into couuties and townbhips, fubject, however, to fuch altecations as may thereafier be inude by the

EEHIATUTL,

gSﬁ fvon as there Mallbe five thouland free male inhabicants, of full age, in the diftri&, upon piving proof theraof

Y5 the povernor, they thall receive authority, with time and place, to cleét reprefcntatives from their counties or towii-
thips, to reprefent thamin the general alfembly ; provided that ior every five hundred free male irhabitants there fnall
b:one reprifentative, and {oon progreflively with the number of free male ichabitants, fhall the night of reprefentation
increafe, until the number of reprefentatives thall amount to twenty-five, after which the number and proportion of ri=
prefentatives fhall be regulated by the legiflature ; provided thatno perfon be eligible or qualified to act asa repro-
" fentative, unlefshe thall have been a citizen of one of the United States three years and be a refident in the dillrict, or
urlefs he fhall have refididin the ditria thrce years, and in either cafe fhall likewife hold in his own tight, in fec fim=
le. two hundred acres of land within the fams :=~-Provided alfo, that a frechold in fifty acres of land in the diftrict,
aving beena cliiz:a of one of th: ftates, and being refident in the diftri&t ; or the like frechold and wo years refi=

dencein the diftrict hall beneceflary to qualify aman as an eleGor of a reprefentarive. '

“"‘.!‘Qiil‘.i“‘ﬂ‘!iiliiill‘.lﬂjiiiiiiﬁ.iiﬁiiiilil‘iiiiilliii(.ii
The Ordinance of 1787
Reproduced from a copy in the National Archives
Courtesy Indiana Historical Society
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Lesson 5

What Does the Northwest Ordinance

cad coch of the following statements. Decide
whether or not cach statement describes g

situation that agrees with the words of the Norih-
west Ordinance, If so, answer YES, If not, answer
NO. Circle the correct answer under each state-
ment.,

Find the part of the Northwest Ordinance that
supporls your answer, Identify the paragraph(s)
in the document by assigning numbers to them
(from number 1 at the beginning of the document

Say about Governance?

to number 18 at the end of it), Be prepared Lo
explain your responses,

CLUE: Answers to these items can be found in
paragraphs number 3 through number 18 of the
Northwest Ordinance.  Sec  the abridged and
edited copy of the document that is atiached to
this lesson, or your teacher may ask you {o work
with a complete and unedited version of the doe-
ument,

1. Power to make laws was granted only to the
governor during the first two stages of ter-
ritorial government,

YES ~ NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s}:___ ] e

2. All males over twenty-one years of age, who
had lived in the territory for at least three
years, were eligible to be elocted as rep-
resentatives in the state legislature (General

Assembly).

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s): — — e

3. The governor had the power and duty to
command the state militia (armed forces) and
to select all officers below the rank of general,

YEsS NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s): — I

4. All white adults were eligible to vote in elec-
tions of representatives to the territorial gov-

ernment,

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s):_______ e

5. Theterm of office for a member of the
House of Representatives (the lower house) of

W
o

the territorial legislature (General Assembly)
was five years.

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s):___ — — e

6. In order for a bill (proposed law) to be passed
by the territorial legislature, it had to receive
a majority vote of the members of the House
of Representatives (lower house) and the
Legislative Council (upper house).

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s):_______ e

7. Before a bill passed by the territorial leg-
islature could become a law, the governor
had to approve it; if he vetoed (rejected) it,
the legislature could do nothing to overturn

the veto,

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s):______ _

8. A territory had to include more than 5,000
free, adult male inhabitants before it was
permitted to elect representatives to a ter-
ritorial legislature,

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant papa-
graph(s): B o
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10,

11.

12,

" 'The" Northwest Ordinance provided

"7 'gious belief and worship. This Franklin County structure

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

A territory with more than 60,000 free inhab-
itants could hold & convention to wrile n
congtitution and apply to the United States
Congress {or statehood,

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s): e

The eligible voters in a territory could elect a
representative o the United States Congress
from the territory.

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s):

The territorial representative to the United

States Congress had the same righls and

duties as any other member of the Congress.
YES NO

Number that identifies the relevant para-

graph(s): ______

When a territory was accepted into the Union
as a slate, it was considered equal in status,
rights, and responsibilities to all other states.

13,

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s)e .

When a territory had less than 5,000 inhab-
itants, it was governed directly by the pros-
ident of the United States,
YES NO
that ddentifies the relevant

Number nara-

iraph(s).
In o tardory with fewer than H 000 inhabi

tants, the governor was appoinied by the Uni
ted States Congress,

Y kS NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
praph(s)

In a territory with fewer than 60,000 inhabi-
tants, the United States Congress appointed
members of the upper house of the territor-
ial legislature (the Legislative Council).

YES NO
Number that identifies the relevant para-
graph(s):.

Little Cedar Grove
for freedom of reli-

ptist Church, 1812
is one of many religious institutions that remain in the

state as a reminder of that enduring freedom,



THE 1787 NORTHWEST ORDINANCE (Ideas on Governance)

Following are excerpts from the Northwest Ordinance, which indicate how government was t:- he
established and how qa territory could achieve statehood,  Numbers are used to designate the order of
paragraphs in the document, from 3 to 18; paragraphs 1 and 2 are omitted, as are several paragiaphs in

the middle of the document,

3. ... there shall be appointed from time to
time by Congress a governor, whose comtnission
shall continue in force for the term of three years, .

There shall be appointed . . . by Congress, a
secretary, whose commission shall continue in
force for four years. . . . There shall also be
appointed a court to consist of three judpes . . .
and their commissions shall continue i foree
during goed behavior,

4, The governor and judges, or a majority of
them, shall adopt and publish in the district such
laws . . . as may be necessary . . . which laws shall
be in force in the district until the organization
of the general assembly therein, unless disapproved
of by Congress; but afterwards the legislature shall
have authority to alter them as they shall think fit.

6. The governor . . . shall be commander in
chief of the militia, appoint and commission all
officers in the same, below the rank of general
officers; all general officers shall be appointed and
commissioned by Congress, . . .

8. So soon as there shall be five thousand free
male inhabitants, of full age, in the district . . .
they shall receive authority . . . to elect representa-
tives from their counties or townships, to represent
them in the general assembly . . . provided that no
person be eligible or qualified to act as a rep-
resentative, unless he shall have been a citizen of
one of the United States three years and be a
resident in the district . .. and . .. shall hold in his
own right . . . two hundred acres of land within the
same: Provided also, that a freehold in fifty acres
of land in the district, having been a citizen of one
of the states, and being resident in the district . .
shall be necessary to qualify a man as an elector of
a representative,

9. The representative thus elected, shall serve

for the term of two years. . ..

10. The general assembly, or legislature, shall
consist of the governor, legislative council, and a
house of representatives. The legislative council
shall consist of five members, to continue in office
five years. . . . [Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives nominated ten caundidates for the Leg-

islative Council, and the United States Congress
picked five of them to serve on the Legislative
Council.]  And the governor, legislative council,
and house of representatives, shall have authority
to make laws in all cases for the good government
of the district, not repugnant [opposed] to the
principles and articles in this ordinance. . . . And
all bills having passed by a majority in the house,
and by a majority in the council, shall be referred
to the governor for his assent: but no bill or leg-
islative act whatever, shall be of any forece without
his assent, , . .

11. ... As soon as a legislature shall be formed
in the district, the council and house . . . shall
have authority . . . to elect a delegate to Congress
who shall have a seat in Congress, with a right of
debating, but not of voting, during this temporary
government,

18. There shall be formed in the said territory,
not less than three nor more than five states . . .
and whenever any of the said states shall have sixty
thousand free inhabitants therein, such state shall
be admitted . . . into . . . the United States, on an
equal footing with the original states, in all respects
whatever; and shall be at liberty to form a per-
manent constitution and state government: Pro-
vided the constitution and government, so to be
formed, shall be republican |government by
elected representatives of the people], and in
conformity to the principles contained in these
articles. . . .
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North America Exhibiting the
Western Territory . .,
By John Cary, 1805, Courtesy IndianaHistorical Society,




Teaching Plan for Lesson 6

What Does the Northwest Ordinance Say
about Civil Liberties and Rights?

Preview of Main Points

The purpose of this lesson is 1o jncrease stu-
dents’ knowledge of certain parts of the North-
west Ordinance that pertain to civil liberties and
rights,

Curriculum Connection

This lesson is suitable for use in American
history courses in junjor high/middle school and
in high school courses in Amerjean history, govern-
ment, and civies, Teachers of junior high/middle
school courses will most likely want to use the
abridged and edited version of the Northwest
Ordinance, which is attached to the lesson, as the
source of evidence in responding to items 1
through 10 in the lesson. High school teachers
will probably want to use the complete and un-
edited version of the document, which is located
in the Appendix,

Objectives
Students are expected to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and
rights in the Northwest Ordinance by responding
correctly to items 1 through 10 in the lesson.

2. Support their responses to each item by listing
the correct reference to an article in the Articles
of Compact of the Northwest Ordinance.

3. Practice skills in locating, comprehending, and
interpreting information in a primary source.

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson

Opening the Lesson. Inform students of the
main points of the lesson. Make sure that students
understand the directions for the lesson. It might
be helpful to complete item 1 together in order
to be certain that everyone understands how to
complete all items in the lesson and how to use
the primary source to carry out the assignment,

Developing the Lesson. Have students work
individually or in small groups to complete re-
sponses to all ten items of this lesson. If students
are assigned to work in small groups (four or five
to a group), encourage them to interact with one
another as they complete the items,

Have various students report their answers to
the items in the lesson. Require students to
support their answers with specific references to

the Northwest Ordinance, Ask different students
to make judgments about the responses of their
peers to the ten items in this lesson,

Concluding the Lesson, Ask students to explain
whit each item in the activity has to do with civil
liherties und rights. By doing thig, students have
an opportunity to increase their understanding of
civil liberties and rights in the American heritage,
Ask students to identify basic civil libertios and
rights in the American heritage that ean be found
in the Northwest Ordinance. Ask them to identify
hasie civil liberties and rights in the American heri-
tage that are not found in the Northwest Ordi-
nance,

Answers to Items 1 :10

1. YES, Article V]
2, NO, Articlel
3. NO, Article VI
4. YES, ArticleV
5. YES, Article I
6. NO, Article Il
7. YES, Article II
8. NO, ArticleV
9 NO, Article I

10. YES, Article II



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Sal mEET

INDIAN LAND CESSIONS

Harrison's Treaties
I8503-1%09

L June 7, 1803, at Fort Wayne, with the Delawares, Shawnes, Patawatomi,
Miami, Fel Rivers, Wea, Kickapoo, Plankashaw, and Kaskaskia,

H. August 13, 1803, at Vincennes, ssith the Kaskaskia.

I August 18 and 27, 1804, at Vincennes, with the Delawares and Pianka-
shaw,

IV. November 3, 1304, at 5t. Louis, with the Sauvk and Foxes.

V. August 21, 1805, at Girouseland, with the Delawares, Potawatomi, Miami,
Eel Rivers, and Wea.
Vi Decemnber 30, 1808, at Vincennes, with the Iiankashaw,
VIL September 30, 1309, at Fort Wayne, with the Delawares, Potawatomi,
Mismi, Eel Rivers, and Wea,
! VUL December 9, 1309, at Vincennes, with the Kickapoo. :
| i

R ——

From: John D Barnhart and Dorothy L. Hikee, frdiana
tee 181G The Colonial Period illidia,ﬂapu“z: Indiana His-
torieal Bureau and Indiana Historieal Bociety, 1971, 477,



Lesson 6

What Does the Northwest Ordinance Say
about Civil Liberties and Rights?

ead each of the following statements, Decide
vhether or not each statement deseribes n

sittation that agrees with the words of the North-
west Ordinance. I so, answer YES, If not, answer
NO. Circle the correct answer under cach state-
ment,

Find the part of the Northwest Ordinance that
supports your answer, CLUE:  Answers to these

items can be found in the Articles of Compact in
the latter part of the Northwest Ordinance. Iden-
tify the number of the Article (1-VI) that supports
your answer to cach item, Rufer Lo the abridged
and edited version of the Northwest Ordinance
that is nttached to this lesson, or your teacher may
ask you to work with g conmplete and unedited
version of the document.

L Involuntary servitude was not permitted.
YES NO

Numbet of Article:__ e

3}

. Only people with Christian religious beliefs had
full rights of citizenship.

YES NO
Number of Article: ____ e

3. Persons held as slaves in another territory or
state could be taken into the Northwest Ter-
ritory and held there as slaves.

YES NO
Number of Article:__ e —

4. In order to be admitted into the Union, a ter-
ritorial government had to draft a state con-
stitution that agreed with every part of the
Articles of Compact of the Northwest Or-
dinance.

YES NO
Number of Article:_ ) .

5. Schools and other means of education were to
be encouraged by territorial and state govern-
ments,

YES NO
Number of Article: _ . . —

6. Inhabitanis were denjed the privilege of the writ
of habeas corpus,

YES NO
Number of Article:r___

7. Property rights were protected by law.
YES NO
Number of Article: e

8. Inhabitants of a territory could draft a con-
stitution that provided any type of government;
as long as it was approved by the majority of the
cligible voters of the territory, it would be ac-
ceptable to the United States Congress.

YES NO

Number of Article:_____ e e

9. Only property owners had the right of trial by
jury if accused of a crime.
YES NO
Number of Article:___ N

10. The government had no right to interfere with
private contracts made lawfully and without
fraud,

YES NO
Number of Article: .




THE 1787 NORTHWEST ORDINANCE

{Articles of Compact)

Following are excerpls from the “Articles of

Compact’ in the Nortlhwest Ordinance,

These six

“Articlea” proclaimed hasic civil Hbertiea and rights
for the people living on the frontier and outside of
the originel thirtecn states of the United States,

Article the First. No person demcaning [con-
ducting] himself v a peaceable and orderly man-
ner shull ever be molested on necount of his mode
of worship or religious sentiments [beliefs]. . . .

Article the Second, The inhabitants of the said
torritory shall always be entitled to the benefits of
the writ of habeas corpus and of the Trial by Jury;
of a proportionate representation of the people
in the legiclature, and of judicial proceedings
sccording to the . . . common law; all persons
shall be bailable unless for capital offences, where
the proof shall be evident, or the presumption
great; all fines shall he moderate; and no crusl or
unusual punishment shall be inflicted; no man
shall be deprived of his liberty or property but
by the judgment of his jeers, or the law of the
land; and should the jublic [need] . .. make it
necessary, for the common [good] .. . to take
any person’s properiy, or to demand his pur-
ticular services, full compensation shall be made
for the same; and in the just preservation of rights
and property . . . no law ought ever to be made
or have force in the said territory, that shall , . .

ledge, being necessary to good government and the
happiness of mankind, Schools and the means of
education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost
good faith shall always be observed towards the

Idians; their lands and property shall never be
taken from them without their consent: and in
their properly, rights, and liberty, they never
shall be disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars
nuthorised by Congress. . . .

Article the Fourth, The suid Lewrilory, and the
States which may be formed therein, shall forever
remain a part of this confederacy of the United
States of America, subject to the Articles of Con-
federation, and to such alterations therein as
shall be constitutionally made. . . .

Article the Fifth, There shall be formed in the
said territory, not less than three nor more than
five states . . . and whenever any of the said states
shall have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein,
such state shall be admitted . . . into . . . the
Urited States, on an equal footing with the original
states, in all respects whatever; and shall be at
liberty to form a permanent constitution and
state government: Provided the constitution and
government, so to be formed, shall be republican
[government by elected representatives of the
people] and in conformity to the principles con-
tained in these articles. . . .

Article the Sixth. There shall be neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude in the said territory,
otherwise than in punishment of crimes whereof
the party shall have been duly convicted, . .,




Teaching Plan for Lesson 7

State Making under the Northwest Ordinance,

Preview of Main Points

This lesson is about events involved in state
making under the Ordinance of 1787. It tells
how five states were carved out of the Northwoest
Territory-Ohio (1803), Indiana (1816), lilinols
(1818), Michigan (1837), and Wisconsin {1848),

Curriculum Connection

This lesson can be used in junior Ligh/middie
school and  high school courses on American
history, It fits standard texthook trealments
about the westward movement and  national
development during the first half of the nineteenth
century,

Objectives
Students are expected to:

1. Identify major events in the muking of five
states out of the Northwert Territory,

2. Know when and 'ow wajar events developed in
the making of five .tuies out of the Northwest
Territory.

3. Understand the relationship of the Ordinance of
1787 to state making in the Northwest Ter.
rifory,

4. Know about population growth and its relation-
ship to state making in the Northwest Territory.

5. Analyze data about the Northwest Territory
presented in maps and a table.

1803-1848

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson

Opening the Lesson. Have students read the
introduction to the lesson, which lists the states
of the Northwest Territory with dates of their
entry into the Federsl Unjon. Ask students to
comment on the relationship of the Ordinance
of 1787 to the making of these five states; ask:
what did the Ordinance 7 1787 have to do with
state making in the Northwest Territory?  In-
dieate that the main point of this lesson is state
making under terms of the Ordinance of 1787

Developing the Lesson.  Show students the
various maps in this lesson that illustrate how the
Northwest Territory was divided and states were
made from 1800 to 1848, Use the maps as a
way of giving students an overview of the state
making process in advance of reading the main
part of the lesson.

Have students read the main part of the lesson,
Next tell them to complete items 1 to 3 in the
set of learning activities st the end of the lesson.

Conduct a classroom discussion of items 1 to 3.
Assign items 4 and 5 at the end of the set of
learning activities.

Concluding the Lesson. Conduet a classroom
discussion of item 4. Require students to use
evidence in the table at the end of the lesson to
back up answers.

In response to item 5, call upon a student to
read his/her topic sentence and paragraph. Ask
other students to critique the paragraph. Repeat
this proacedure three or four more times,
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State Making under

|
’1he Northwest Territory included an nrea of

more than 265,000 squars miles, From 1803
to 1848, the Ordinance of 1787 was used to make
five states in the Old Northwest~Ohio {(1803),
Indiana (1816), llinois (1818), Michigan (1837),
Wisconsin (1848), Furthermore, a small portion
of Wisconsin Territory became part of Minnesota,
which entered the Federal Union in 1858, The
Northwest Ordinance was also the framework by
which states were created ncross the Great Plains
to the Pacific Coast, In all, thirty-one of the fifty
United  States of America entered the Federal
Union under principles of the Ordinance of 1787,

Beginnings of Government in the
Northwest Territory

On October 5, 1787, Congress elected a gov-
ernor, secretary, and three judges to govern the
Northwest Territory according to provisions of
the Ordinance of 1787. General Arthur St. Clair
was elected governor, Born in Scotland, St. Clair
came to North America with a British regiment
durirz the war against France, 1754-1763. After
the war, he settled in Pennsylvania. Later he
fought with George Washington in the War of
Independence, St. Clair was serving as president
in Congress on July 13, 1787, when the Ordi-
nance of 1787 was passed,

In July, 1788, Governor St. Clair arrived at
Marietta, a settlement located at the confluence
of the Ohio and Muskingum rivers, Marietta had
been founded on April 7 of that same year by
army veterans of the War of Independence: it
was the first permanent settlement of the North-
west Territory under American administration,
On July 27, Governor St. Clair established Wash-
ington County, the first governmental unit with-
in the Northwest Territory and, in cooperation
with the secretary and three judges, began his
duties of governance at Marietta.

Act of Congress Dividing the Northwest
Territory, 1800

In 1799, the Northwest Territory had more
than 5,000 adult male inhabitants and entered the
second stage of government under the Ordinance
of 1787. Voters elected the lower house of a
territorial legislature, In 1800, the U. S. Congress
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Lesson 7

the Northwest Ordinance,
1803-1848

divided the Northwest Territory into two parts,
The castern part-which continued to have the
name of Northwest Territory—included the present
boundaries of Ohio and a small area in the castern
part of today's state of Michigan. The western
part—which was given the name of Indiana Ter.
ritory=comprised the rest of the previous tor-
ritory.  The territorial capital of the Northwest
Territory was Chillicothe in what would soon bhe
Ohio; Vincennes became the cupltal of Indiana
Territory.

William Henry Harrison was appointed the first
governor of the Indiana Territory, The map on
Jage 45 shows the first division of the Northwest
‘Territory in 1800, which created the Indiana
Territory,

Ohio Admitted to the Federal Uiion, 1803

Ohio was the first state to be made under the
Ordinance of 1787. Steps toward this end were
taken in 1802, after the census indicated a pop-
ulatinn of more than 45,000 in the Northwest
Territory, A petition was submitted to Congress
asking for permission to create a constitution and
begin to form a state government. Congress passed
an enabling act, signed by President Thomas
Jefferson on April 30, 1802, to permit the eastern
portion of the Northwest Territory (Ohio) to be-
come a state of the Faderal Union, A state con-
stitution was drafted, and on February 19, 1803,
Ohio was recognized by the U. S, Congress as the
seventeenth statc of the Federal Union.

Acts of Congress Creating the Territories
of Michigan and Illinois, 1805 and 1809

On January 11, 1805, an act of Congress created
the territory of Michigan from “all that part of
the Indiana Territory which lies north of a line
drawn east from the southerly bend, or extreme
of Lake Michigan, until it shall intersect Lake
Erie, and east of a line drawn from the said south-
erly bend through the middle of said lake to its
northern extremity and thence due north to the
northern boundary of the United States.” The
creation of Michigan Territory left Indiana Ter-
ritory with the area now occupied by the states
of Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, the upper penin-
sula of Michigan, and the portion of Minnesota




that is east of the Mississippi River, The ter-
ritorial division made by the 1806 act of Con-
gress is shown in the map on page 46,

Meanwhlle, residents of Indiona were anxious to
move to the second stage of territorial government,
At first Governor Harrison opposed this mave,
but he put the matter before the voters, In a pub-
e election in September, 1804, Indiana voters
favored the advance. So on December 4, 1804,
Governor Harrison proclaimed Indiana to be in the
sccond stage of territorial government and called
for an election of representatives to establish a
fJower house of the territorial legislature; the
election was held in Janunry, 1805,

On February 3, 1809, another act of Congress
further divided Indiana ‘Territory and thereby
created the territory of Hlinois, which is shown in
the map on page 45, Indiana Territory in 1809
was left with nearly the state boundaries of today~
except that the upper peninsula of Michigan was
still part of Indiana and a small strip of land along
the south shore of Lake Michigan, now in Indiana,
was then part of Michigan Territory.

Indiana and Minois Admitted
to the Federal Union, 1816 and 1818
During the early years of the 1800s, the popu-

rapidly. In 1800, each of these territories had
less than 3,000 inhabjtants. By 1810, Indiana
had more than 24,500 inhabitants, and Illinois
had more than 12,000.

In 1811, the lower house of the Indiana ter-
ritorial legislature passed a resolution in favor of
statehood. The Council, or upper house, agreed,
and the statehood resolution was sent to the U, S,
Congress, where it was studied by committees of
the House of Representatives and Senate. The
Indiana resolution said that the people of the
territory “Born and educated in different states
of the Union in the enjoyment of civil and polit-
ical rights . . . think it hard to be in a degree, dis-
franchised as a people . . . and pray that they may

statehood to Indiana even though the number of
inhabitants in the territory was well below the
standard for statehood set in the Northwest
Ordinance. However, the War of 1812 postponed
serious efforts at state making in Indiana. Several
months after the end of the war, in December,
1815, the territorial guvernment of Indiana for-
warded another petition for statehood to Congress.
This time, the population of the territory was
clearly more than 60,000, the number required for
- statehood by the Ordinance of 1787. Congress
passed an enabling act, permitting Indiana to write

s

a state constitution, and President dnmes Madison
signed it on April 19, 1816, Later that year on
December 11, 1816, Indiana entered the Fedoral
Union as the nincteenth state. Sece the map on
page 45 that shows the state boundarics of
Indiana in relation to other states and territories of
the Old Northwest,

Soon afterwards, pressures mounted to grant
statehood to Illinois, even though the population
was only about 40,000, A majority in Congress
wanted to add another state without slavery to the
Federal Union as soon as possible, Mississippi,
where slavery was permitted, had entered the
Federal Union in 1817 as the twentieth state,
and the issue of slavery in the western territories
and states was becoming a hot national contro-
versy.  An enabling act for linois statchood was
passed on April 18, 1818, and on December 3,
1818, Illinois became the twenty-first state of
the Federal Union. Sec the map on page 36 that
shows the boundaries of Hlinois and other states
and territories of the Old Northwest at the end
of 1818,

Making the States of Michigan (1837)
and Wisconsin (1848)

In 1827, Michigan had more than enough in-
habitants to enter the second stage of territorial
government under the Ordinance of 1787. Ten
years later on January 26, 1837, Congress ap-

sixth state of the United States,

Admission of Michigan to statehood had been
held up by a boundary dispute with Ohio, which
was resolved by Congress in favor of Ohio. Michi-
gan was compensated by having the upper penin-
sula area included within its boundaries instead of
in the new Wisconsin Territory, which was created
by an act of Congress in 1836. See the maps on
page 39  that show boundaries of the state of
Michigan and the territory of Wisconsin.

The population of Wisconsin grew rapidly from
1840 (approximatelv 31,000) until 1850 (more
than 300,000). By 1848, Wisconsin Territory
had many more inhabitants than the number re-
quired for statehood, which was granted by Con-
gress on May 29, 1848.

Overview of Population Growth of Territories
and States of the Old Northwest, 1800-1850

The five states made from the Old Northwest—
Ohio, Indiana, lllinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin—
were rich in natural resources, especially fertile
farmland and abundant forests. These resources
attracted settlers seeking land and opportunity.
The table on page 40 shows the rapid population
growth of the territories and states of the Old
Northwest from 1800 to 1850,
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Reviewing and Reflecting on Facts and [deas K. What was the first state to be made from the
Northwest Territory?

h. What was the last state to be made from the
Northwest Territory of 17477

1. Examine the following list of dates, What is
the significance of each date in the process of
state making in the Old Northwest?

n. October 5, 1787

b. April 7, 1788 3. Describe the state making process in Ohlo, as
¢. February 19, 1803 it was carried out under the Ordinance of 178’?
d, January 11, 1806

e. February 3, 1809 4, Examine information in the table on page 40,
f. December 11, 1816 Use evidence from this table to decide which of
g. December 3, 1818 the following statements ure true or false.

h. January 26, 1837 a. By 1850, Ohio had more people than any
i, May 29, 1848 state in the United States,

b. By 1860, Indiana ranked seventh in popula-
ton among all the states made from the
Northwest Territory,

c. The state with the least number of people in
the Old Northwest, from 1800 to 1850, was

2. Examine the various maps in this lesson and nse
information in these maps to answer the fol-
lowing questions,

a, How was the Northwest Territory divided

in 18007 Wisconsin, o
b, How was the Indiana Territory divided in d. Population density in Indiana was greater
18057 than population density in Michigani N
¢, How was the Indiana Territory divided in e. The rate of population growth in Wisconsin
18G9? was greater than the rate of population
d. How many states had been made from the growth in Michigan from 1840 to 1850.
Northwest Territory of 1787 by 18187 o o
Name these states, 5. What is the main idea of the table? State this
e. What states were made between 1818 and main jdea as a topic sentence. Follow up the
1848 from the Northwest Territory of 17877 topic sentence with a paragraph that supports
f. What was the smallest state to be made from the topic sentence with evidence from the table,

the Northwest Territory of 17877

Wisconsin Admitted an?sﬂt"& :‘\dlﬂlﬂﬁd

Frnm History of the Ordinance of 1787 and the Old
Northwest Territory (Marietta, Ohio: Northwest Territory
Cekbmtmn Commission, 1937).
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From: B, A, Hinsdale, The Old Northwest {(New York:

TARLE
POPULATION GROWTH OF THE OLID NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
and STATES, 1800 - 1850
Ohio Ind, IR Mich, Wis.

1800 S i

No., per

sq, mile 11 - o T -
1810 -

Pop., 230,760 24,520 12,282 4762

No, per

sq. mile b 0.7 02 s e
1820 | B o )
Pop. 581,295 197178 556,162 8,765 e
No, por

4, mile 14.3 4.1 1 0.1 ———
Rank 5 18 24 e —
1830 o o

Pop, 937,903 343,01 157,445 31,639 e
No. per

£q. mile 23 9.6 2.8 0.6 =
Rank 4 13 20 — —
1840

Pop, 1,619,487 685,866 476,183 212,267 30,045
Naa Per

sq. mile 37.3 18.1 8.5 37 0.6
Rank 3 10 14 23 ——
1850

Pop. 1,980,329 988,116 851,470 397,654 306,391
No, per

sq, mile 48.6 275 152 6.9 5.6
Rank 3 7 11 20 24




Teaching Plan for Lesson 8

The Northwest Ordinance and
Indiana’s Advancement to Statehood, 1800-1816

Preview of Main Points

This lesson is based on a collection of doeu-
ments or primary sources that provide evidence of
Indiana’s progress from the status of a territory
of the United States to a state within the Federal
Union, on eiial terms with the other states, Ex-
cerpts from documents, preceded by brief com-
mentaries Lthat set 4 context for examination of
the primary sources, are the substance of this
lesson.  These materials show the main steps on
Indinna's road to statehood, which illustrate the
fundamental importance of the Northwest Ordi.
nance as a framework within which advancement
to statechood occurred,

Curriculum Connection

This lesson is suitable for use in American
history courses in junior high/middle school or in
high school, Teachers of eighth grade students
might expect students to work only with evidence
in the main body of this lesson and to write
rather brief essays in response to items 3 and 4
at the end of the lesson. By contrast, high school
history teachers might want to have their students
explore documents in this lesson in more detail
by referring them to the complete versions of
these documents in the Appendix. Examination
of the complete versions of the primary sources
might be viewed as the foundation for fuller and
longer essays in response to items 8 and 4 at the
end of this lesson.

Objectives
Students are expected to:

1. Comprehend and interpret main ideas in pri-

mary sources about Indiana's advancement to
statehood.

. Use evidence in primary sources to support or
reject statements about Indiana's advancement
to statehood,

3. Use evidence in primary sources to write, and
defend in discussion, an essay about the relation-
ship of the Northwest Ordinance to Indiana’s
advancement to statehood.

4. Use evidence in primary sources to write, and
defend in discussion, an essay about the weak-
nesses and strengths of the Northwest Ordi-
nance as a means for national development in
the United States.

3

5. Discuse. the uses and limitations ~f evidence in
primary sources in the writing of descriptive,
interpretative, and cvaluative commentaries of
events in history.

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson

Opening the Lesson. Inform students of the
purposes of this lesson, Emphasize that they will
be expected to use evidence located in tlocuments
or primary sources to make conclusions and
judgments about events in the history of Indiana.
If necossary, review the meaning of the terms
“document” and “primary sources” and discuss
the uses of evidence from primary sources in the
writing of history.

Have students read the introduction to the
lesson and the excerpt from the first document
about the “Act Creating Indiana Territory, 1800,
High school teachers might want to have their
students use the complete version of this doc-
ument, which is located in the Appendix,

Ask students to identify the main idea of the
document. Then ask what this document shows
about the relationship of the Northwest Ordinance
to events in the advancement of Indiana Territory
to statehood,

Developing the Lesson. Ask students to read
all the documents in this lesson and the com-
mentaries preceding the documents. Tell students
to examine and interpret each document in the
same way that the first document was analyzed
in the opening phase of this lesson, High school
teachers may want to have their students use the
complete versions of these documents, which are
located in the Appendix.

Assign the task of completing items 1 and 2 on
the last page of the lesson. Conduct a classroom
discussion of items 1 and 2. Emphasize relation-
ships between answers to these items and evidence
in the documents. Require students to back up
responses by referring to evidence located in the
documents. Use this discussion to help students
understand the uses of evidence located in primary
sources to make statements about what did or did
not happen in the past. In addition, you might
want to discuss the limitations of primary sources,
which usually provide a rather incomplete picture
of past events. These limitations necessitate in-
terpretation and judgment—sometimes large *“‘in-
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" Indiana Territorial Capitol, Vincennes, 1800-1813

ferential leaps’™on the part of the investigator of
events In history, The limitations associuted with
the use of documents may be sources of varying
interpretations and judgments by investigators of
events in history.

Concluding the Lesson. Have students complete
items 3 and 4 at the end of the lesson, which re-
quire them to use evidence located in the doc-
uments to write brief essays, Select two or three
students to read their essays to the class and assign
students to be formal respondents to the papers.
Then encourage full classroom discussion of the

ideas offered by the paper presenters and the panel
or panels of respondents.

Conclude the lesson by discussing the uses and
limitations of evidence from these primary sources
in describing, interpreting, and judging events in
histury,  In particular, ask students to refloct
upon differences in their use of evidence to re-
spond to items 3 and 4. Point oul that items
d and 4 involve comprehension and interpretation
of ideas and facts located in the documents.
Item 4, in addition, requires students to go be-
yond the evidence to make evaluations or judg-
ments about the events described in the doe-
uisinls,

Courtesy Hobert Stevens and Lewis Historical Library,
Vincennes University,

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Indiana Capitol at Corydon, 1813-1824
Courlesy Indiana Division, Indiana State Library
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Lesson 8

The Northwest Drdinance and
Indiana’s Advancement to Statehood, 1800-1816

Indianu was one of five states created from the
Northwest Territory. This was achieved in
1816. The other four states were Ohio (1803),
Minois (1818), Michigan (18387), and Wisconsin
(1848), Followiny are descriptions of main events
in the progress of Indinna from a ferritory to o
state in the Federal Union. These events, of
course, were in accord with the provisions of the
1787 Northwest Ordinance, which was the legal
foundation for Indiana's advancement to state-
hood,

Act Creating Indiana Territory, 1800

The federal government passed a law in 1800 to
divide the Northwest Territory into two parts,
One part consisted mainly of land that would be-
come the state of Ohio. The other part was
Indiana Territory, and it included all of the present
state of Indiana, all of the land that would become
Illinois and Wisconsin, a large part of the fulure
state of Michigan, and a small part of Minnesota.
William Henry Harrison of Virginia was appointed
the first governor of the new and huge Indiana
Territory. Following is an excerpt from the federal
law creating Indiana Territory on May 7, 1800,

An Act to divide the territory of the United States
north-west of the Ohio, into two separate governinents,

Be it enacted . . . that ... part of the territory of Lhe
United States north-west of the Ohio river . ., , shall, for the
purposes of temporary government, constitute a separate
territory, and be called the Indiana Territory.

And be it further enacted, That there shall be established
within the said territory a government in all respects simi-
lar to that provided by the ordinance of Congress, passed
on the thirteenth day of July one thousand seven hundred
and eighty.seven, for the government of the territory of the
United States north-west of the river Ohjo: and the inhabi-
tants thereof shall be entitled to, and enjoy all . , . the
rights, privileges and advantages granted and secured to the
people by the said ordinance, . ..

Harrison Land Act, 1800

Harrison, at this time a delegate to Congress
from the Northwest Territory, was concerned that
settlers have a fair opportunity to buy land in the
northwestern country. However, most settlers
could not afford to pay for 640 acres of land, the
smallest portion one could buy under the existing
law, Harrison influenced the federal government

Lo pass the Land Act of 1800, which reduced the
minimum area of land a person was required to
buy from 640 ncres to 320 acres (called a half
section). The price of land was sel al $2 an acre.
Finally, to make it even easier o acquire land, a
person could buy on credit at 6 percent interest,
After making a small down payment, a settler
could agree to pay off the debt within four years.

Harrison’s Land Act made it casier for pioneers
to come to Indiana Territory and settle on their
own land, In 1804, another Land Act reduced the
minimum land purchase to 160 acres. Following
is an excerpt from the Harrison Land Act (May
10, 1800).

... the lands. .. shall be offered for sale in sections and

One-fourth part of the purchase money shall be paid
within forty days after the day of sale . . , another fourth
part shall be paid within fwo years; another fourth
part within three years; and another fourth part within four
ycars after the day of sale.

Interest, at the rate of six per cent a year, [rom the day
of sale, shall be charged upon each of the three last pay-
ments, ,

Indiana Moves to the Second Stage
of Territorial Grivernment, 1804

The 1787 Northwest Ordinance included three
steps for moving from territorial st.tis to state-
hood, In the first stage, the territory was governed
directly by the federal government through ap-
pointed officials. Laws for the territory were made
and enforced by the territorial governor and three
judges,

Indiana was ready for the second stage of ter-
According to the
Northwest Ordinance, a territory had to have more
than 5,000 free adult. male inhabhitants in order
to be ready for the second stage of government,
Indiana Territory met this requirement; so the
voters could elect members to a territorial House
of Representatives, which could participate in
making laws for the people members represented.,

Governor Harrison called for an election in
1804. Eligible voters were adult white males,
who owned at least fifty acres of land. Following
is an excerpt from the Executive Journal that
reports Governor Harrison’s Proclamation, Decem-
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ber 5, 1804, that Indiana Territory had passed
to the second stage of government, '

.« . the governor [ssued a proclamation in which he
makes known and Declares the said Indinna Tervitory is anid
from henceforth shall be deemed to have passed into the
second or representative grade of Government and that the
Good people of the Territory, . . are entitled to all the
rights and privileges belonging to that situation, . . .

. . an Flection shall be held in each of the several
Counties in the Territory . . . for the purpose of choosing
the members of the House of Representatives, , .. and that
the sald representatives Elected . . . should meel at the
Town of Vincennes on the first day of February neyt for
the purpose of choosing members for the Legislative
Counell, ., .

Acts Dividing Indiana Territory, 1805 and 1809

In 1806 the federal government passed a law
that divided Indiana Territory into two parts. The
area that would comprise most of the state of
Michigan was separated from Indiana and called
the Michigan Territory. Since 1803, Ohio had
been a state of the Federal Union., The remainder
of the area, which in 1787 was called the North-
west Territory, was part of Indiana Territory in
1805. This area included all of the land that
would become the states of Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, and parts of Michigan and Minnesota.

In 1809, the federal government passed a law
to create the Illinois Territory. This law reduced
the Indiana Territory to the area that would be-
come the state of Indiana in 1816 plus a small
area that would later be part of Michigan, Follow-
ing is an excerpt from the Act Dividing the Indiana
Territory, February 3, 1809.

Be it enacted That , . . all that part of the Indiana Ter.

ritory which lies west of the Wabash river, and a direct

line drawn from the sald Wabash river and Post Vin-
cennes, due north to the territorial line between the

United States and Canada, shall, for the purpose of

temporary government, constitute a separate Territory,

and be called Dlinois, , ..

Expansion of the Right to Vote, 1811

The 1787 Northwest Ordinance limited the right
to vote to free white males of twenty-one years or
more, who lived in the district, and who owned
at least fifty acres of land in the district. The right
to vote (suffrage) was extended to more people
by federal laws made from 1808 to 1811, As of
1811, the right to vote in the Indiana Territory
was given to any free white adult male who paid a
small county or territorial tax. Voters were
allowed to elect the territorial delegate to Congress
and members of the territorial Legislative Council
{upper house), who previously had been appointed
by the Congress of the United States, as required
by the 1787 Northwest Ordinance. Following

IToxt Provided by ERI

fs an excerpt from the Suffrape Aet, March J,
1811,

Be it enacted, . |, That cach and every free white male
person, who shall have atiained the age of twenty-one
years, and who shall have paid a county or Territorial tux,
and who shall have resided one year in sajd Territory,
previous to any general election, and be at the thne of any
such clection a resident of said Territory, shall be entitled
to vote for members of the Logislative Council and House
of Representatives of the Territorial Legislature, and for
4 Delegate to the Congress of the United States for suid
Territory, , |,

Memorial for Statehood, 1815

Indiana Territory had a population of more than
60,000 in 1815. According to the 1787 North-
west Ordinance, the territorial government had
the right to petition for statehood whenever the
territory had more than 60,000 inhabitants.
Following is an excerpt from the Memorial for
Statehood, December 11, 1815,

«. . we,,, pray the Honorable Senate and House of
Representatives, in congress assembled, to order an elee-
tion, to be conducted agreeably to the existing laws of this
Territory, to be held in the several countles of this Tor-
ritory . ., for representatives to meet in convention, |, . |
the convention thus assembled shall have the power to form
# constitution and frame of Government, . . |

+ - . We ., . express to the General government, our
attachment to the fundamental prineiples of Lepislation,
prescribed by congress in [the Northwest Ordinance]
particularly as respects personal freedom and involuntary
servitude, and hope that they may be continued as the
basis of our eonstitution,

The Enabling Act, 1816

Committees in both houses of Congress studied
the Indiana petition for statehood. An Enabling
Act, to permit Indiana to hold a convention to
write a state constitution, was passed by the House
of Representatives and the Senate. President
James Madison signed it on April 19, 1816. Fol-
lowing is an excerpt from the Enabling Act.

. - . the inhabitants of the territory of Indiana . . . are
hereby authorized to form for themselves a constitution
and state fovernment . . . and the said state, when formed,
shall be admitted into the union upon the same fooling
with the original states, in all respects whatever. . . .

.+ . all male citizens of the United States, who shall
have arrived at the age of twenty one years, and resided
within the said territory, at least one year previous to the
day of election, and shall have paid a county or territorial
tax . . . are hereby authorized to choose representatives
to form a convention . . , .

. . . the convention shall be . , . authorized to form a
constitution and stale government. . . . That the same,
whenever formed, shall be republican, and not repugnant
to [the Northwest Ordinance] . . .,
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From: R. Carlyle Buley, The Old Northwest: Fioncer
Period, 1815-1810 (Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Socie-
ty, 1950).




(€)

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Indisnn’s First Constitution and
Resolution of Adinission, 1816

An Tndisna Constitutiona) Convenlion met gt
Corydon on June 10, 1816, There were forty.
three delegates, They finished their work by sign:
g the Indisna Constitution on Junes 289, 1816,
The Congress and president of the United States
approved this work,  On Decembor 11, 1816,
Prosident James Madison approved the resolution
of Congress to admit Indiana to the Fedoral Union.
Indiana became the nineteenth state. Following ia
an excoerpl from the Resolution of Admigsion.

. . the people of [Indisna] Territory did . . . by a
coivention called for that purpose, form for themseives a
constitution and Stale government, which constitution and
State government, so forined, is tepublican, and in coi-
formity with the principles of the articles of compact [of
the Northwest rdinance], |

Hesolved by the . | Congress . . . That the State of
Indiana shall be one . . . of the United Siales of Ameriea,
and admitted into the Unian on an equal fooling with the

otiginal States, in all reapects whatever,

Interpreling Pritnary Sources

Use evidence from the documents in this lesson
to respond to the activities and questions that
follow,

1.What is them
listed below?
a. Harrison Land Act
b, Suffrage Act
¢. Memorial for Statehood
d, Enabling Act
¢. Rosolution of Admission
2. Which of the following statements can be sup-
ported with evidence from the documents

main idea of each of the documents

{primary sources) in this lesson? Be prepared to
back up your responses by referring to evidence
in preceding documents and commentaries 3

about the documents,

a. Indiana Territory moved directly from Lhe’;
first stage of territorial government to mtei '

hood.
b. The Harrison Land Act made it more dif-

ficult Tor the Indiana Territory to Bf;him ,

statehood,
¢. The federal government passed laws shout
suffeage in Indiana Territory that expanded
the right to vote provided by the 1787 ‘Narihi
west Ordinance,
d. Indiana Territory in 1805 was about the same
size as the state of Indiana today.

¢. Inhabitants of Indiana were supposed to ‘,‘,
enjoy civil liberties and rights provided by the -

1787 Northwest Ordinance.

3. Write a brief essay in response to the following -

- question.. To what extent did Indiana’s progress

tu statehood Tollow the rules sel Tort)i i the
Northwest Ordinance?  Idontify and discnss ex.
mmples of conformity to the Northwest Opdi
e and examples of deviation from i, Make
judgments about  whether or not clevmtmnﬁ
from the Northwest Ordinance were beneficial
o harinful Lo the peopie of Indiana,

4. Write a briel essay in response to this question:

Does Indiana'’s progress to statehood show the
value of the Northwest Ordinance in the de-
velopment of the United States? Dizeuss woeak-
nesses and strenglhs of the Northwest Ordinanes
as a means of government and of protecting
the civil rights and liberties of the people.,




Teaching Plan for Lesson 9

Timetable of Main Events Associated with
the Enactment and Application
of the Northwest Ordinance

Preview of Main Poinis

This lesson is a “Limetable of events' associated
wilth the making of the Northwest Ordinance and
its influence on achievement of statehood in Ohis,
Indiana, Ilinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin,

Curriculum Connection

This lesson is suitable for use in American
history courses for junior high/middle schools or
high schools.

Objectives

Students are expected to:

1. Demonstrate ahility to use a timetable of events
to locate facts,

2. Use a timetable to answer questions about the
chronology of main events associated with the
Northwest Ordinance,

3, Arrange major events in chronological order,

4. Match main events with the dates of those
ovents,

5. Interpret facts presented in a timetable in order
to construct explanations about the relation-
ships of events associated with the making of
the Northwest Ordinance.

Suggestions for Teaching the Lesson

Opening the Lesson, This lesson might be used
4s an overview to a textbook section on the North-
west Ordinance, which will be included in the tex{-
hook chapter on the Constitutional Convention, If
s0, ask students to read the events in the timetable
and to raise questinne gbout the making of the
Northwest Ordinance, its relationship to events in
the making of the Constitution, and its influence
on national development i1 the United States.
Questions raised in this classroom discussion might
be answered by the textbook chapter, which would
be read after discussing this timetable.

This lesson might be used also as a review of
material covered in a textbook chapter about the
Northwest Ordinance and the making of the Con.
stitution of the United States. If so, ask students
to read the events in the timetable and to use the
listing as an aid to summarizing and reviewing
material covered in the textbook chapter.

Developing the Lesson. Have students use the
timetable to complete Activities 1 and 2 at the

end of the lesson, The setivities are (1) Arranging
Facts in Chronological Order, and (2) Matching
Activity.

Discuss cofrect answers with students.
answers ore ab the end of the lesson plan,

The

Concluding the Lesson, Have students complete
the third und fourth sctivities at the end of the
lesson.

Picuss items in activity 4 with students. This
final activity involves interpretive and speculative
responses, There may be rensonable differences in
the answers of students, Probe for reasons in sup-
port of responses,

Answers to Activilies
1. Events below are listed in chronological order.

Signing of the Treaty of Paris

Virginia Aet of Cession

Meeting of the Annapolis Convention

Passage of the Northwest Ordinance

Conclusion of the Constitutional Convention
in Philadelphia

Ratification of the Constitution of the United
States

Bill of Rights added to the United States Con-
stitution

Establishment of the Indiana Territory

Creation of the state of Ohio

Conclusion of the Constitutional Convention at
Corydon, Indiana

Indiana became the nineteenth state of the
United States

Creation of the state of Wiscongin

2. Answers to Matching Activity: Roman numerals

are those from List A that belong in the spaces
of List B.

(1) VI
(2) VI
(3) Vil
(4) 11
(5) 1
(6) IV
(M u
8) Vv
9) X
(10) IX
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Lesson 9

Timetable of Main Events Associated with
the Enactment and Application
of the Northwest Ordinance

Mnin evonts associated with the Northwest
A MROrdinance  appear below  in chronolagical
order, This list includes three parts: (1) evert:
preceding 1787, (2) events of 1787 (when (e
Northwest Ordinance was passed) until 179 1, and
(3) events from 1800 to 1868,

. Events Precedine 1787

Adanuary 2, 1778, Governor Patrick Henry of
Virginia wrote (o Colonel George Rogers Clark
to instruct him in a mission to Kentucky and
lands north und west of the Ohio River, By
carrying out this mission, Clark and his men
kept the British from occupying Kentucky
during the American War of Independence
and enabled the United States to claim land
north and west of the Ohio River at the end of
the war,

B.July 4, 1778. American forces led by George
Rogers Clark captured the British garrison at
Kaskaskia in the Hlinois country (at the junction
of the Mississippi and Kaskaskia rivers),

C.February 26, 1779. American forces led by
George Rogers Clark took Vincennes and
Fort Sackville (at the junction of the Ohio and
Wabash rivers) from the British,

D.October 10, 1780, The Continental Congress
passed a “Resolution on Public Lands" saying
that land ceded to the United States by partic-
ular states would be settled and formed even.
tunlly into separate states,

E.March 1, 1781. All thirteen states of the United
States of America ratified (approved) the Ar-
ticles of Confederation, the first constitution
of the new country,

F.September 3, 1783, The United States and
Great Britain signed the Treaty of Paris, of-
ficially ending the War of Independence. The
British government recognized the sovereignty
(independence) of the United States, and the
Treaty established the boundaries of the new
nation,

G.December 20, 1783. The legislature of Virginia
passed the Virginia Act of Cession, which
yielded the state’s claims to lands in the western

_ part of the country to the United States.

H.March 1, 1784. The United States Congress
accepted the Virginia Act of Cession. '

Qo

L April 23,1784, . Congress approved the ‘Cer:
ritorial Ordinance of 1784, written by Thomas
defferson, Lo serve as a plan for temporary gov.
eenment of the western territories,  Although it
was never put into effect, this plan influenced
the content of the 1787 Northwest Ordinance,

J, May 20, 1785, Congress passed  the Land
Ordinance of 1785, which was a plan for divid-
ing and selling land in the western torritories,

K.May 9, 1786, A commitiee of Congress, headed
Ly Jdumes Monroe of Virginia, made a report,
about a plan for governance of the Northwest
Territory that would be the hasiz for the sub-
sequent Ordinance of 1787,

L., September 1114, 1786,  'The Annapolis Con-
vention was held. Delegates from five states—
New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania,
and Virginin—attended this meeting in Anna-
polis, Maryland. The convention issued a report
that called upon the thirteen states to send
representatives to a new convention to be held
in Philadelphia in May, 1787, for the purpose of
revising the Articles of Confederation.

M.September 18, 1786. Monroe's committee on
government in the Northwest Territory was
reorganized; William Johnson of Connecticut
became chairman, and Nathan Dane of Mas-
sachusetts joined the committee. Dane made
important contributions to the Ordinance of
1787 and was the compiler of the final draft
of the ordinance.

1. Events of 1787 to 1791

A.February 21, 1787. Congress approved a con-
vention in Philadelphia to revise the Articles of
Confederation,

B.May 25 1787. A quorum of delegates from
seven states arrived in Philadelphia to start the
meeting known as the Constitutional Conven-
tion,

C.July 13,1787, While the Constituti nal Con-
vention met in Philadelphia, the Congress of the
Confederation enacted the Northwest Ordi-
nance, which was a plan for governing the ter-
ritory north and west of the Ohio River. Free-
dom of religion, right to trial by jury, und public
education were asserted as rights of the people,
Slavery was banned,

9



D.September 17, 1787, Each of the twelve state
delegations voted Lo approve the final copy of
the Constitution, which had been written by
participants in the Constitutional Convention
al Phitadelphia, ‘The Conventlon ended,

E. September 20, 1787, Conpress received  the

proposed Constitution from the Philadelphin

Convention,

September 28, 1787,  Congress voted to send

the Constitution to the legislature of each

stute,  Congress asked each state to hold a

'li

(approve) or reject the Constitution,

October §, 1787. Congress selected a governor

and other officers for the Northwest Territory

according to the terma of the Ordinance of

1787, The first governor was Arthur St. Clair,

H, April 7, 1788,
pendenee founded  Mariettn, at the conflu.
enece of the Qhio and Muskingam rivers, This
was the first permanent settlement of the North-
west Territory after it was organized under the
Ordinance of 1787,

I June 21, 1788. New Hampshire was the ninth
state to ratify the Constitution. According to
Article VII of the Constitution, nine states had
to ratify the Constitution to make it the law of
the land,

J, April 1, 1789, The House of Representatives,
elected under the new Constitution, was or-
ganized, with thirty of its fifty-nine members
present,

K. April 6, 1789,
its twenty-two members present. As required
by the Constitution, senators counted ballots
that had been cast by presidential electors and
declared George Washington first president of
the United States,

L. April 30, 1789. George Washington was in-
augurated as first president of the United
States under the Constitution of 1787.

M.September 25, 1789. Congress approved twelve
proposed amendments to the Constitution,
which would provide certain civil liberties and
rights to the peaple,

N.December 15, 1791, Virginia was the eleventh
state to ratify ten of the constitutional amend-
ments proposed by Congress. Three fourths of
the states had now approved them, as required
by Article V of the Constitution. These ten
amendments are known as the Bill of Rights.

(‘-!

-

IIl. Events of 1800 to 1858

A.May 7, 1800. A law was enacted by the federal
ritory.

B. February 19, 1803. Ohio became the first state
formed from the Northwest Territory. Ohio

entered the Pedernl Union us the seventeenth

stnto,
C. Deeember b
]

1804, Governor Harrison pro-
claimed that the Indiana Territory had ndvanced
Lo the "second or representative grade of Gov-
ernment” under provisions of the Norlhwest
Ordinance,

Do danuary 11, 1806, An act of Congross created
the Territory of Michigan,

E, February 3, 1809, An act of Congress created
the Territory of Ilinois,

F.December 11, 1816, A petition for statehood
was approved by the Indiana legislature and
sent to the Congress of the United States, The
petition claimed that Indiana Territory had met
conditions required for statehood estahlished
by the Northwest Ordinance.

G.April 19, 1816, The federal government passed
an Enabling Act that provided for electinn of
delegates to a convention to write a constitu-
tion for state government in Indiana,

H.June 10, 1816. Delegates assembled at Corydon
to write a constitution for state government in
Indiana,

I June 29, 1816. Delegates to the Indiana Con-
stitutional Convention signed the new constitu-
tion,

J. December 11, 1816. Jam: - Madison, president
of the United States, approved a resolution by
Congress admitting Indiana to the Federal Union
as the nineteenth state,

K.December 3, 1818. Illinois was admitted to the
Federal Unijon as the twenty-first state.

L. April 20, 1836. An act of Congress created the
Territory of Wisconsin,

MJanuary 22, 1837,  Michigan was admitted to
the Federal Union as the twenty-sixth state.

N.May 29, 1848. Wisconsin was admitted to the
Federal Union as the thirtieth state,

O.May 11, 1858. Minnesota became the thirty-
second state, A portion of the state, east of the
Mississippi River, had been part of the original
Northwest Territory.
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Ing Facts in the Timetable

Arranging Faets in Chronologieal Order,  The
items in the list below are NOT in chronological
order, Hearrange these items and write them in
correct chronologlenl order (Lhe order in which
they huppened) on a separate piece of paper,
rambled List of ‘Ten Events

Ratification of the Constitution of the United
States

Signing of the Treaty of Paris

Establishment of the Indiana Territory

Virginia Act of Cession

. Passage of the Northwest Ordinance
. Indiana became a state of the United States,
.The Bill of Rights was added to the United

Stutes Constitution,

. Moeting of the Annapolis Convenlion
. Coneclusion of the Constitutional Convention

in Philadelphia
Conclusion of the Constitutional Convenlion
in Corydon

. The state of Ohio was created,
. The state of Wisconsin was created,

. Matching Activity. Match the dates in LIST A

with the correct events in LIST B. Write the
Roman numeral corresponding to cach date
in LIST A in the correct space next to an event
in LIST B.
ST A

September 3, 1783

May 7, 1800

December 15, 1791

December 11, 1816

September 17, 1787

September 11, 1786
I July 13, 1787
IT June 21, 1788

June 29, 1816

Deceniber 20, 1783

LIST B

—(1)
—i(2)
—(3)
——A{4)
—_(5)

The Annapolis Convention

Ratification of the U.S, Constitution
Passage of the Northwest Ordinance
Ratification of the federal Bill of Rights
Signing of the Treaty of Paris

—-(6) Indiana achieved statehood,

—A7) Indiana Territory established

——(8) Conclusion of the convention that wrote
the Constitution of the United States

—{9, Virginia Act of Cession

(10) Conclusion of the convention that pro-
duced Indiana’s first constitution

4 Liast Tive

fromm the Northwest
Territory and arringe them in the order by
which they entercd the Union. When did each
of these states enter the Federnl Union?

stafes Torned

» Interpreting Facts in a Timetable. Nefer to facts

in the Timetable to respond Lo the items below,

. Identify three events that had a major in-
fluence on the content of the Northwest
Ordinance,

b, Identify three events that indicate how the
Northwest Ordinanee affected the achieve-
inent of statehood in Indiann,

¢, Which five events in the Timetable are the
most important or significant events in the
carly history of the United States? List
these events in chronological order,  Explain
your choices,
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~ Upper Territories of the United States, 1816
By F. Lueas, Baltimore and Philadelphia, 1817, Courtesy
Indiana Historieal Society,
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Appendix

Documents

This Appendix includes fifteen documents that are used, in
abridged form, in the lessons of this volume, The documents are
listed below,

1.
. Resolution of Congress on Public Lands, 1780
. Treaty of Paris, 1783

. Virginia Act of Cession, 1783

. Ordinance of 1784

. Land Ordinance of 1785

. The Northwest Ordinance, 1787

- Act Creating Indiana Territory, 1800

. Harrison Land Act, 1800

10,

oo B B oo B 1 S-S U N

11,
12,
13.
14,
15,

Clark's Letier of Instruction, 1778

Proclamation: Announcing That Indiana Territory Had
Passed to the Second Grade, 1804

Act Dividing Indiana Territory, 1805

Act Dividing Indiana Territory, 1809

Indiana Suffrage Act, 1811

Memorial for Indiana Statehood, 1815

Indiana Enabling Act, 1816
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59
61
65
69
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75
76
77
78
79
81



Document 1

Clark’s Letter of Instruction, 1778

IN COUNCIL, W"SBURG, Jany. 29+ 1778,

Lieu. Colonel George Rogers Clark :

You are to proceed with all convenient speed to
talse seven companies of soldiers to consist of fifty
men each, officered in the usual manner & armed
most properly for the Enterprize, & with this
Force attack the British post at Kaskasky.

It is conjectured that there are many pieces of
cannon & military stores to considerable amount
at thut place, the taking and preservation of which
would be a valuable acquisition to the state If
you arce so fortunale therefore as {o suce: ¢ in
your Expedition, you will take every pussible
Measure to secure the artillery & stores & what-
ever may advantage the state,

For the Transportation of the Troops, pro-
visions, &c., down the Ohio, you are to apply to
the Commanding officer at Fort Pitt for Boats, &
during the whole Transaction you are to take
especial care to keep the true Destination of your
Force secret. Its success depends upon this,
Orders are therefore given to Capt® Smith to
secure the two men from Kaskasky. Similar con-
duct will be proper in similar cases, It is earnestly
desired that you show Humanity to such British
subjects and other persons as fall in your hands. If
the white Inhabitants of that post & the neigh-
bourhood will give undoubted Evidence of their
attachment to this State (for it is certain they live
within its limits) by taking the Test prescribed by
Law & by every other way & means in their power,
Let them be treated as fellow citizens & their
persons & property duly secured, Assistance &

From: Indians Historieal Boclety Publications, Yolumn I,
Number 1. Pre linga of the Indiana Historical Sncivty,
18301886 (Indinnnpolis: The HBowen-Merrill Co,, 1897),

protection against all Enemies whatever shall be
afforded them & the Commonwealth of Virginia
is pledged to accomplish it. But if these people
will not accede to these reasonable Demands they
must feel the miseries of war under the dircetion
of that Humanity that has hitherto distinguished
Americans & which it is expected you will ever
consider as the Rule of your Conduct & from
which you are in no instance to depart,

The Corps you are to command are to receive
the pay & allowance of Militia & to act under the
Laws & Regulations of this state now in force. The
Inhabitants at this Post will be informed by you
that in case they accede to the offers of becoming
Citizens of this Commonwealth a proper garrison
will be maintained among them & every atiention
bestowed to render their commerce beneficial, the
fairest prospects being opened to the Dominions
of both France & Spain.

It is in contemplation to establish a post near
the Mouth of Ohio. Cannon will be wanted to
fortify it. Part of those at Kaskasky will be easily
brought thither or otherwise secured as circum-
stances will make necessary.

You are to apply to General Hand for powder &
lead necessary for this Expedition. If he can't
supply it the person who has that which Capt.
Lynn bro' from Orleans can. Lead was sent to
Hampshire by my orders & that may be delivered
you. Wishing you success, I am

Sir,
Your hble. ser.,
P, HENRY.
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Document 2

Resolution of Congress on Public Lands, 1780
From: Worthington C, Ford, of al, eds,, Journals of the

Cantinental Congress, 177417585 (34 vols,, Warhinglon,

D, €, 1910), 1H:015,

Resolved, that the unappropriated lands that
may be ceded or relinquished to the United States,
by any particular States, pursuant to the recom-
mendation of Congress on the 6 day of September
last, shall be disposed of for the common benefit
of the United States, and be settled and formed
into distinet republican States, which shall become
members of the Federal Union, and shall have
the same rights f sovereignty, freedom and
independence, as the other States; that each State
which shall he sc formed shall contain a suitable
extent of territory, not less than one hundred nor
more than one hundred and fifty miles square, or
as near thereto as circumstance will admit;

That the necessary and reasonable expences
which any particular State shall have incurred since
the commencement of the present war, in subduing
any of the British posts, or in maintaining forts or
garrisons within and for the defence, or in acquir-
ing any part of the territory that may be ceded or
relinquished to the United States, shall be reim-
bursed;

That the said lands shall be granted and settled
at such times and under such regulations as shall
hereafter be agreed on by the United States in
Congress assembled, or any nine or more of them.

Foart Wayne in 1794
Courtesy Indiana Historical Socicty
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[Article 1 recognizes the independence of the
United States.]

[Article 2 defines the boundaries of the United
States: the Atlantic on the east, the Mississippi on
the west, approximately the present boundary on
the north, and the 31st parallel~which excluded
Florida and New Orleans—on the south, ]

ARTICLE 3

IL is agreed that the People of the United States
shall continue to enjoy unmolested the Right to
take Fish of every kind on the Grand Bank and on
all the other Banks of New-foundland, also in the
Gulph of St. Lawrence, and at all other Places in
the Sea where the Inhabitants of both Countries
used at any time heretofore to fish, And also that
the Inhabitants of the United States shall have
Liberty to take Fish of every Kind on such Part
of the Coast of New-foundland as British Fisher-
men shall use, (but not to dry or cure the same on
that Island) And also on the Coasts Bays & Creeks
of all other of his Britannic Majesty's Dominions in
America, and that the American Fishermen shall
have Liberty to dry and cure Fish in any of the
unsettled Bays Harbours and Creeks of Nova
Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as
the same shall remain unsettled but so soon as the
same or either of them shall be settled, it shall not
be lawful for the said Fishermen to dry or cure
Fish at such Settlement, without a previous Agree-
ment for that purpose with the Inhabitants,
Proprietors or Possessors of the Ground,

ARTICLE 4

It is agreed that Creditors on either Side shall
meet with no lawful Impediment to the Recovery
of the full Value in Sterling Money of all bona
fide Debts heretofore contracted.,

ARTICLE 5

It is agreed that the Congress shall earnestly
recommend it to the Legislatures of the respective
States to provide for the Restitution of all Estates,
Rights and Properties which have been confiscated
belonging to real British Subjects; and also of the
Estates Rights and Properties of Persons resident
in Districts in the Possession of his Majesty’s Arms,
and have not borne Arms against the said United

Document 3

Treaty of Paris, 1783

From:  Forrest MeDonald and Ellen Bhapiro MeDaonuld,
Confederation ansd Constitulion, I781-1784 (Columbia,
2 Co University of South Caroling Press, 106H), 20-32.

States. And that Persons of any other Vescription
shall have free Liberty to go to any Part or Parts
of any of the thirteen United States and therein
to remain twelve Months unmolested in their
Endeavours to obtain the Restitution of such of
their Estates Rights & Properties as may have been
confiscated, And that Congress shall also earnestly
recommend to the scveral States, 8 Reconsidera-
tion and Revision of all Acts or Laws regarding the
Premiscs, so as to render the said Laws or Acts
perfectly consistent, not only with Justice and
Equity, but with that Spirit of Conciliation, which,
on the Return of the Blessings of Peace should
universally prevail. And that Congress shall also
carnestly recommend to the several States, that
the Estates, Rights and Properties of such last
mentioned Persons shall be restored to them, they
refunding to any Persons who may be now in Pos.
session, the Bona fide Price (where any has been
given) which such Persons may have paid on pur-
chasing any of the said Lands, Rights or Properties,
since the Confiscation,

And it is agreed that all Persons who have any
Interest in confiscated Lands, either by Debts,
Marriage Settlements, or otherwise, shall meet
with no lawful Impediment in the Prosecution of
their just Rights,

ARTICLE 6

That there shall be no future Confiscations made
nor any Prosecutions commenc'd against any
Person or Persons for or by Reason of the Part,
which he or they may have taken in the present
War, and that no Person shall on that Account
suffer any future Loss or Damage, either in his
Person Liberty or Property; and that those who
may be in Confinement on such Charges at the
Time of the Ratification of the Treaty in America
shall be immediately set at Liberty, and the Pro.
secutions so commenced be discontinued,

ARTICLE 7
There shall be a firm and perpetual Peace be-
tween his Britannic Majesty and the said States and
between the Subjects of the one, and the Citizens
of the other, wherefore all Hostilities both by Sea
and Land shall from henceforth cease: All Pri-
soners on both Sides shall be set at Liberty, and his
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Britannic Majesty shall with all convenient speed,
and without causing any Destruction, or carrying
away any Negroes or other Property of the
American Inhabitants, withdraw all his Armies,
Garrisons & Fleets from the said United States, and
from every Port, Place and Harbour within the
same; leaving in all Fortifications the American
Artillery that may be therein: And shall also Order
& cause all Archives, Records, Deeds & Papers be-
longing to any of the said States, or their Citizens,
which in the Course of the War may have fallen
into the Handa of his Officers, to be forthwith
restored and deliver]l to the proper States and
Pergons to whom they helong,

ARTICLE 8

The Navigation of the River Mississippi, from its
source to the Ocean shall for ever remain free and
open to the Subjects of Great Britain and the
Citizens of the United States.

ARTICLE 9

In Case it should so happen that any Place or
Territory belonging to great Britain or to the
United States should have been conquer’d by the
Arms of either from the other hefore the Arrival
of the said Provisional Articles in America it is
agreed that the same shall be restored without
Difficulty and without requiring any Compensa-
tion.

ARTICLE 10

B‘{p(‘dlt(,‘d in gggd & due Fm’m shall brv ¢ xih*mgvd
between the contracting Parties in the Space of Six
Months or sooner if possibile to be computed from
the Day of the Signature of the present Treaty, In
Witness whereof we the undersigned their Ministers
Plenipotentinry have in their Name and in Virtue
of our Full Powers signed with our Hands the
present Definitive Treaty, and caused the Seals of
our Arms to he affix’d thereto,

s Benjamin Franklin
Franklin ™ was

one of the United States immsters wlm

negotiated the Treaty of Pans Courtesy Indiana Historical

Society.
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Document 4

Virginia Act of Cession, 1783

To all who shall see these presents, we Thomas
Jefferson, Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee and James
Monroe the underwritten delegates for the Com-
monwealth in Virginia, in the Congress of the
United States of America, send Greeting:

Whereas the general assembly of the Common-
wealth of Virginia at their sessions begun on the
20th day of October, 1783, passed an act, entitled
“An Act Lo authorize the delegates of this State
in Congress to convey to the United States in
Congress assembled, all the right of this common-
wealth, to the territory northwestward of the
river Ohio.” in these words following to wit:

“Whereas the Congress of the United States did,
by their act of the sixth day of September in the
year 1780, recommend to the several states in the
Union, having claims to waste and unappropriated
lands in the western country, a liberal cession to
the United States, of a portion of their respective
claims for the common benefit of the Union: and
whereas this Commonwealth did, on the 2d day of
January, in the year 1781, yield to the Congress of
the United States, for the benefit of the said states,
all right, title and claim which the said Common-
wealth had to the territory northwest of the river
Ohio, subject to the conditions annexed to the said
act of cession. And whereas the United States in
Congress assembled, have, by their act of the 13th
of September last, stipulated the terms on which
they agree to accept the cession of this State,
should the legislature approve thereof, which
terms, although they do not come fully up to the
propositions of this Commonwealth, are conceived
on the whole, to approach so nearly to them, as to
induce this State to accept thereof, in full con-
fidence, that Congress will in justice to this State,
for the liberal cession she hath made, earnestly
press upon the other states claiming large tracts
of waste and uncultivated territory, the propriety
of making cessions, equally liberal, for the com-
mon benefit and support of the union. Be it en-
acted by the General Assembly, that it shall and
may be lawlul for the delegates of this State, to
the Congress of the United States, or such of them
as shall be assembled in Congress, and the said del-
egates, or such of them so assembled, are hereby
fully authorized and empowered, for and on behalf
of this State, by proper deeds or instrument in
writing, under their hands and seals, to convey,
transfer, assign and make over unto the United

From: Hubert H. Hawkina, compiler, Indigna’s Road to
Statehood (Indignapolis: Indisna Historieal Burenu, 19649),

States in Congress assembled, for the benefit of the
said states, all right, title and claim, as well of soil
as jurisdiction, which this Commonwealth hath
to the territory or tract of country within the
limits of the Virginia charter, situate, lying and
being to the northwest of the river Ohio, subject
1o the Lerms and conditions contained in the he-
fore recited act of Congress, of the 13th day of
September last; that is to say, upon condition that
the territory so ceded, shall be laid out and formed
into states, containing a suitable extent of ter-
ritory, not less than one hundred, nor more than
one hundred and fifty miles square, or as near
thereto as circumstances will admit; and that the
states 50 formed, shall be distinct republican states,
and admitted members of the federal union; having
the same rights of sovercignty, freedom and in-
dependence, as the other states. That the neces-
sary and reasonable expences incurred by this
State, in subduing any British posts, or in main-
taining forts or garrisons within, and for the de-
fence, or in acquiring any part of the territory so
ceded or relinquished, shall be fully reimbursed by
the United States: and that one commissioner shall
be appointed by Congress, one by this Common-
wealth, and another by those two commissioners,
who, or a majority of them, shall he authorized
and empowered to adjust and liquidate the account
of the necessary and reasonable expences incurred
by this State, which they shall judge to be com-
prised within the intent and meaning of the act of
Congress, of the 10th of October, 1780, respecting
such expences. That the French and Canadian in-
habitants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, St.
Vincents, and the neighboring villages who have
professed themselves citizens of Virginia, shall have
their possessions and titles confirmed to them, and
be protected in the enjoyment of their rights and
liberties, That a quantity not exceeding one
hundred and fifty thousand acres of land, promised
by this State, shall be allowed and granted to the
then Colonel, now General George Rogers Clark,
and to the officers and soldiers of his regiment,
who marched with him when the posts of Kas-
kaskies and St. Vincents were reduced, and to
the officers and soldiers that have been since in-
corporated into the said regiment, to be laid off in .
one tract, the length of which not to exceed
double the breadth, in such place on the northwest
side of the Ohio, as a mr,ority of the officers shall

67

57



choose, and te he afterwards divided among the
said officers and soldiers in due proportion, nccord-
ing to the laws of Virginin, That in case the quan-
tity of good lands on the southeast side of the
Ohio, upon the waters of Cumberland river, and
between the Green river and Tennessee river, which
have been reserved by law for the Virginia Troops
upon continental establishment, should, from the
North Carolina line, bearing in further upon the
Cumberland lands than was expected, prove in-
sufficient for their legal bounties, the deficiency
should be made up to the said troops, in good
lands, to be laid off between the rivers Scioto, and
Little Miami, on the northwest side of the river
Ohio, in such proportions as have been engaged to
them by the laws of Virginia, That all the lands
within the territory so ceded to the United States,
and not reserved for or appropriated to any of
the before-mentioned purposes, or disposed of in
bounties to the officers and soldiers of the
American army, shall be considered as a common
fund for the use and benefit of such of the United
Btates, as have become or shall become members of
the confederation or federal alliance of the said
states, Virginia inclusive, according to their usual
respective proportions in the general charge and ex-
penditure, and shall be faithfully and bona fide
disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use
or purpose whatsoever. Provided that the trust
hereby reposed in the delegates of this State, shall

not be executed, unless three of them at lenst ore
present in Congross,"

And whereas the said general assembly, by their
resolution of June 6th, 1783, had constituted and
appointed us the said Thomas Jefferson, Samuel
Hardy, Authur Lee, and James Monroe, delegates
to represent the snid Commonwealth in Congross
for one yeur, from the first Monday in Novembor
then next following, which resolution remainsg jn
full force: Now therefore know ye that we the
said Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Hardy, Arthur Lee,
and James Monroe, by virtue of the power and
authority committed to us by the act of the said
general assembly of Virginin before veeited, and in
the name, and for and on behalf of the said Com-
monwealth, do by these presents convey, transfer,
assign, and make over unto the United States in
Congress Assembled, for the benefit of the said
states, Virginia inclusive, all right, title and claim,
as well of soil as of jurisdiction, which the said
Commonwealth hath to the territory or tract of
country within the limits of the Virginia charter,
situate, lying and being to the northwest of the
river Ohio, Lo and for the uses and purposes, and
on the conditions of the said recited act, In testi-
mony whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our
names and affixed our seals, in Congress, the
[first] day of [March] in the year of our Lord one
thousand and seven hundred and eight-four, and of
the independence of the United States the eight.™

Adapted from Catherine Drinker Bowen, Miraele at Phila-

de:lp!ti@: The Story of the Constitutiongl Convention, May
to Seplember, 1787 (Boston: Little, Brown, 1966),
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Resolved, that so much of the territory ceded or
to be ceded by individual stlates to the United
States as is already purchased or shall be purchased
of the Indian inhabitants and offered for sale by
Congress, shall be divided into distinet states, in
the following -nanner, as nearly as such cossions
will admil; that is to say, by paraliels of latitude, so
that each state shall comprehend from north to
south two degrees of latitude, heginning to coust
from the completion of 45V north of the equator:
and by meridians of longitade, one of which shall
pass through the Jowest point of the rapids of
Ohia, and the other through the western ciape of
the mouth of the Great Kanawha, But the ter-
ritory eastward of this last meridian, betweon the
Ohio, Lake Erie, und Pennsylvania shall be one
state  whatsoever may be its comprehension of
latitude.  That which may lie beyond the com-
pletion of the 45th degree between the said merid-
ians shall make part of the state adjoining it on the
sguth; and that part of the Ohio which is between
the same meridians coinciding nearly with the
parallel of 39° shall be substituted so far in lieu of
that parallel as a boundary line.

That the settlers on any territory so purchased
and offered for sale shall, either on their own peti-
tion, ot on the order of Congress, receive au hority
from them with appointments of time and place
for their free males of full age within the limits of
their state to meet together for the purpuse of
establishing a temporary government, to adopt the
constitution and laws of any one of the original
states, so that such laws nevertheless shall be sub-
ject to alteration by their ordinary legistature: and
to erect, subject to a like alteration, ceuatie:,
tawnships . . . {or the election of members for the'r
legislature,

That when any such state shall have acquired
20,000 free inhabitunts, on giving due proof there-
of to Congress, they shall receive from them au
thority with appointments of time and place to eall
a convention of representatives to establsh a per-
manent constitution and government for them-
selves, provided that both the temporary and per-
manent governments bhe established on these

“principles as their basis:

First, that they shall forever remain a part of
this confederacy of the United States of America,
Second, that they shall be subject to the Articles of
Confederation in all those cases in which the

(o n)
‘E' []

Document 5

Ordinance of 1784

Fram:  The Annoly uf America (Clicagn Fheyelugivdia
Hritannica, Inc, 10068y, 1 2,

original states shall be so subject and to all the acts
and ordinances of the United States in Congress
assembled, conformable thereto, ‘Third, that they
shall in no case interfere with the primary disposal
of the sail by the United States in Congress assem-
bled, nor with the ordinances and regulations
which Congress may find necessary for securing
the Litie in such soil to the bona fide purchasers,
Fourth that they shall be subject to pay a part of
the federal debis contracted or to be conlracted, Lo
be apportionad on them by Congress, nccording to
the same common rule and measure by which
appoationments thereof shall be made on the other
states.  Fifth, thut no tax shall be imposed on
lands, the property of the United States. Sixth,
that their respective governments shall be repub.
lican. Seventh, that the lands of nonresident pro-
prietors shall in no case be taxed higher than those
of residents within any new state hefore the ad-
mission thereof to a vote by its delegates in Con-
Hress,

That whensoever any of the zaid states shali
have, of free inhabitants, as many as shall then he
in any one the least numerous of the thirteen
original states, such state shall be admitted by its
delegates into the Congress of the United States on
an equal footing with the said original states:
provided the consent of so many states in Congress
is first obtained us may at the time be competent
to such admission. And in order to adapt the said
Articles of Confederation to the state of Congress
when its nuinbors shall be thus increased, it shall be
proposed Lo tive legislatures of the states, originally
parties the: o, to require the assent of tweo-thirds
of the United States in Congress assembled in all
vhose casez wherein, by the said Articles, the assent
of nine states is now required; which being agreed
to by them shall be binding on the new states.
Until such admission by their delegates into Con-
£. 288, any of the said states after the establishment
of their temporary government ghall have authority
to keep a member in Congress, with a right of de-
bating, but not of voting,

That measures not inconsistent with the
principles of the confederation and necessary for
the preservation of peace and good order among
the settlers in any of the said new states until they
shall assure a temporary government as aforesaid,
may from time to time be taken by the United
States in Congress assembled, .
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That the preceding articles shall be formed into
# charter of compact, shall be duly exeeuted by the
President of the United States in Congress assen-
bled, under bin hand and the soul of the Unifed
States, shall be promulgated and shall stand as
fundamental constitutions Lolween the thirtesn

original stales and each of the several atntes now
newly deseribed, analterable . but by the joint
consent of the United States in Congress assem-
bled, and of the particular state within which sueh
alteration is proposed to be made,

Division of tha West in the Ordinance of 1784
Frorm:
1787 (New York: G, P. Pulnam's Sons, 1801
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dav A Barrett, Frolution of the Ordinance of

The Noerthwest Territory as Divided by
the Northwest Ordinance

From: Peter 8 Onuf, “From Constitution to Higher Law:
The Reinterpretation of the Northwest Urdinanee,” (o

Histore (1085), 01:6,
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An Ordinance for aseertaining the mode of dis.
posing of Lands in the Western Territory,

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress
asseinbled, that the territory ceded by individual
States to the United States, which has been pur-
chased of the Indian inhabitants, shall he thspnzed
v.fin the following manner:

A stirvevor from each state dhinll be appei
by Congress, or a committee of the States, who
shall take an Oath for the Giithful discharge of his
duty, before the Geographer of the United States,
who is hereby empowered and difected to admin
ster the same: and the like oath shall be admin
stered Lo each cham carner, by the surveyor under
whom he ol s,

The Geographer, under whose direction  the
surveyors shall aet, shall occasionally form such
regulations for their conduct, as he shall deen
necessary: and shall have authority to suspend
them for misconduct in Office, and shall make re.
port of the same to Congress or to the Cominittee
of the States; and he shall make report in case of
sickness, death, or resignation of any surveyor,

The Surveyors, as they are respectively quali-
fied, shall proceed to divide the said territory into
townships of six miles square, by lines running due
north und south, and others crossing these at right
angles, as near as may be, unless where the bound-
aries of the late Indian purchases may render the
same impracticable, and then they shall depart
from this rule no farther than such particular
circumstances may require; and each survevor shall
be allowed and paid at the rate of two dollars for
every mile, in length, he shall run, including the
wages of chain carriers, morkers, and eviry other
uXpretise attending the same.

The fust line, running north and south as a-
foresaicd, shall begin on the river Ohio, af a i
that shall be found to be due north from the west-
ern termination of a line, which has been run as
the southern boundary of the state of Pennsylva-
nias and the first line, running east and woest, shall
begin at the same point, and shall eXtend through-
out the whole territory.  Provided, hat nothing
herein shall be construed, as fixing the western
boundary of the state of Pennsylvania, The geo.
grapher shall designate the townships, or fractional
parts of townships, by numbers progressively from
south to north; always beginning each range with
number one; and the ranges shall be distinguished
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by their progressive numbiers to the westward, The
first range, extending from the Ohio to the lake
Erie, being marked number one. The gengrapher
shall personally attend to the running of the first
tast and west line: and shall take the Innlude of
the extremes of the first north and south line, and
of the mouths of the principal rivers,

The hines shall be measared with o chuin: shall be
plainly marked by chaps on the trees and exautly
deseribed on o plat; whoerson shall e noted by the
surveyor, at their proper distance, all mines, salt
springs, salt licks and mill seats, that shall come to
his knowledge, and all water courses, mountains
and other remarkable and permantent things, over
aned near which such Hnes shali pass, and also the
quality of the lands.

The plats of the townships respectively, shall be
marked by subdivisions into lots of one mile
square, or 610 acres, in the same direction as the
external lines, and numbered from 1 to 36 always
hegmning the succeeding range of the lots with the
number next to that with which the preceding one
concluded,  And where, from the causes before
mentioned, only i fractional part of a township
shall be surveyed, the lot sratracted thereon, shall
bear the same numbers & the township had been
entire.  And the surveyor-, @ running the external
lines of the townships, shall, at the interval of
every mile, mark corners “or the lots which are ad-
Jucent, always designating the same in a different
manner from those of the townships.

The geographer and wirveyors shall pay the ut-
most attention 1o the varation of the mugnetic
needle; and shall i and note all lines by the true
meridun, certifving, with every plat, what was the
variation at the times of running the lines thereon
noted,

As s00n as seven panges of townships, and
fractional parts of townships, in the direction from
south to north, shadl have heen surveyed, the geo-
grapher =i

all transmit plats thereof to the board of
treasury. who shall record the same with the re-
port. n well bound books to be kept tr that pur-
prose. And the geographer shall make ainiilar re-
turns, from time to time, of every soven 1angos as
they may be surveyed, The Sceretary at Var shall
have recourse thereto, and shall take by lot * were-
from, a number of townships, and fractis =3 parts
of townships, as well from those 20 be sold entire
as from those to be sold in lots, as will be equal to
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one seventh part of the whole of such seven ranges,
as nearly as may he, for the use of the Intbe con-
tinental army; and he shall muake a similar draaght,
from time to time, until a sufficient quantily is
drawn to satisfy the same, to be applied in manner
hereinafter directed.  The board of treasury shall,
from time to time, cause the remaining numbers, as
well those to be sold entire, as thuse to be sold in
lots, to be drawn for, in the name of the thirteen
stales respectively, according to the quotas in the
last preceding requisition on all the states; pro-
vided, that in c¢ase more land than its proportion
is allotted for sale, in any state, at any distribu-
tion, a deduction be made therefor at the next,

The board of treasury shall transmit a copy of
Lthe original plats, previcualy noliing thereon, the
townships, and fractional parts of lownships,
which shall have fallen to the several states, by the
distribution aforesaid, to the Commissioners of the
loan office of the several states, who, after giving
notive of not less than two nor more than six
months by causing advertisements to be posted up
al the court houses, or other noted places in every
county, and to be inserted in one newspaper,
published in the states of their residence respec-
tively, shall proceed to sell the townships, or frac-
tional parts of townships, at public vendue, in the
following manner, viz.: The township, or frac-
tional part of a townslip, N 1, in the first range,
shall be sold entire; and N 2, in the same range, by
lots; and thus in alternate order through the whole
of the first range. The township, or fractional part
of a township, N 1, in the second range, shall he
sold by lots; and N 2 in the same range, entire; and
50 in alternate order through the whole of the
second range: and the third range shall be sold in
the same manner as the first, and the fourth in
the same manner as the second, and thus alter-
nately throughout all the ranges; provided, that
none of the lands, within the said territory, be sold
under the price of one dollar the acre, to be paid
in specie, or loan office certificates, reduced to
specic value, by the scale of depreciation, or
certificates of liquidated debts of the United
States, including interest, besides the expense of
the survey and other i;harges thercon, which are
hereby rated at thirty six dollars the township,
in specie or certificates as aforesaid, and so in the
same proportion for a fractional part of a town-
ship, or of a lot, to be paid at the time of sales; on
failure of which payment the said lands shall again
be offered for sale.

There sha!l be reserved for the United States
out of every township, the four lots, being num-
bered 8, 11, 26, 29, and out of every fractional
patt of a lownshxp, s0 many lots of the zame
 numbers as shall be found thereon, for future sale.
. There shall be reserved the lot N 16, of every
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township, for the maintenance of public sehools,
within the sald township: also one third part of
all gold, silver, lead and copper mines, to be sold,
or otherwize dispused of as Congress shall here-
ufter direet,

When any township, or fractional part of a
township, shall have been sold as aforesaid, and the
vioney or certificates received therefor, the loan
officer shall deliver a deed in the following terms:

The United States of Amerien to all to whom
these presents shall come, greeting:

Know ye, That for the consideration of [blank]
dollars we have granted, and hereby do grant and
confirm unto [blank] the township, (or fractional
part of a township, as the care may be) numbered
[blank] in the range {blank] excepting therefrom,
and resetving ene third part of all gold, silver, lead
and copper mines within the sume; and the lots
Ns 8, 11, 26, and 29, for future sale or disposition,
and the lot N 16, for the maintenance of public
schools. To have to the said [blar¥] his heirs
and assigns for ever; (or if more than one purchaser
to the said [blank] their heirs and assigns for ever
as tenants in Common,) In witness whereof, (A.B.)
Cemmlssiﬁner of the loan office, in the State of

,,,,, in conformity to the Ordinance
passed by the Uniled States in Congress assembled,
the twentieth day of May, in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and eighty five,
hereunto set his hand and affixed his seal this
[blank] day of [blank] in the year of our Lord
{blank] and of the independence of the United
States of America [blank],

And when any township, or fractional part of
a township, shall be sold by lots as aforesaid, the
Commissioner of the loan office shall deliver a
deed therefor in the following form:

The United States of America to all to whom
these presents shall come, Greeting:

Know ye, That for the consideration of [blank]
dollars, we have granted, and hereby do grant and
confirm unto [blank] the lot (or lots, as the case
may be, in the township or fractional part of the
township, as the case may be) numbered {blank]
in the range [blank] excepting and reserving one
third part of all gold, silver, lead and copper mines
within the same, for future sale or disposition. To
have to the said [blank] his heirs and assigns for
ever; (or if more than one purchaser, to the said
[blank] thewr heirs and assigns for ever as tenants
in common). In witness whereof, (A.B.) Com-
missioner of the continental lean office in the
state of |blank] hath, in conformity to the Or.
dinance passed by the United States in Congress
assembled, the twentieth day of May, in the year
of our Lnrd 1785, hereunto set his hand and
affixed his seal, this [blank]day of [blank] in the
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ol the United States of Ameriea [blunk],

Which deeds shall be recorded in proper hooks
by the commissioner of the loan office and shall
be certified to have been recorded, previous Lo
thelr being delivered Lo the purchaser, and shall
be good and valid to convey the lands in the same
described.

The commissioners of the loan offices respee-
tively, shall transmit to the board of treasury
every three months, an account of the townships,
fractional purls of townships, and lots committed
to their charge; specifying therein the names of
the persons to whom seld, and the sums of money
or certificates received for the same: and chall
vause all certificates by them received, to he
struck through with a circular punch; and they
shall be duly charged in the books of the treasury,
with the amount of the moneys or certificates,
distinguishing the same, by them received as afore-
suidl,

If any township, or fractional part of a town.
ship or lot, remains unsold for eighteen months
after the plat shall have been received, by the
commissioners of the loan office, the same shall be
returned to the board of treasury, and shall be sold
in such manner as Congress may hereafter direct.

And whereas Congress by their resolutions of
September 16 and 18 in the year 1776, and the
12th of August, 1780, stipulated grants of land to
certain officers and soldiers of the late continental
army, and by the resolution of the 22d September,
1780, stipulated grants of land to certain officers
in the hospital department of the late continental
army; for complying therefore with such engage-
ments, Be it ordained, That the secretary at war,
from the returns in his office, or such other
evidence as the nature of the case may admit,
determine who are the objects of the above
resolutions and engagements, and the quantity of
land to which such persons or their represent-
atives are respectively entitled, and cause the
townships, or fractional parts of townships, here-
inbefore reserved for the use of the late con-
tinental army, to be drawn for in such manner as
he shall deem expedient, to answer the purpose of
an impartial distribution. He shall, from time to
time, transmit certificates to the commissioners of
the loan offices of the different states, to the lines
of which the military claimants have respectively
belonged, specifying the name and rank of the
party, the terms of his engagement and time of his
service, and the division, brigade, regiment or
company to which he belonged, the quantity of
land he is entitled to, and the township, or frac-
tional part of a township, and range out of which
his portion is to be taken,

The commissioners of the loan offices shall
exvoute deeds for such undivided propartions in
manner and form herein hefore-mentioned, varying
only in such a degree as to make the same con-
formuble to the certificnte from the Secrelary st
War,

Where any military elaimants of hounty in lands
shall not have belonged to the line of any partic-
ular state, similar certificates shall be sent to the
board of treasury, who shall execute deeds to the
partics for the same,

The Secretary at War, from the proper returns,
shall transmit to the board of treasury, a certifi.
cate specifying the name and rank of the zeveral
claimants of the hoepital department of the late
continental army, together with the quantity of
land each elaimant is ontitled Lo, and the township,
or fractional part of a township, and range out
of which his portion is to be taken: and thereupon
the board of treasury shall proceed to execute
deeds to such claimants,

The board of treasury, and the commissioners
of the loan offices in the states, shall, within 18
months, return receipts to the secretary at war, for
all deeds which have heen delivered, as also all the
original deeds which remain in their hands for want
of applicants, having been first recorded: which -
deeds so returned, shall be preserved in the office,
until the parties or their representatives require
the same,

And be it further Ordained, That three town-
ships adjacent to lake Erie be reserved, to be here-
after disposed of by Congress, for the use of the
officers, men and others, refugees from Canada,
and the refugees from Nova Scotia, who are or may
be entitled to grunts of land under resolutions of
Congress now existing, or which may hereafter
be made respecting them, and for such other
purposes as Congress may hereafter direct.

And be it further Ordained, That the towns of
Gnadenhutten, Schoenbrun and Salem, on the
Muskingum, and so much of the lands adjoining
to the said towns, with the buildings and im-
provements thereon, shall be reserved for the sole
use of the Christian Indians, who were formerly
settled there, or the remains of that society, as
may, in the judgment of the geographer, be suffi-
vient for them to cultivate, '

Saving and reserving always, to all officers and
soldiers entitled to lands on the northwest side of
the Ohiv, by donation or bounty from the com-
monwealth of Virginia, and to all persons claiming
under them, all rights to which they are so entitled,
under the deed of cession executed by the del-
egates for the state of Virginia, on the first day of
March, 1784, and the act of Congress accepting
the same: and to the end that the said rights may.
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be fully and effectually secured, according to the  entitlid to, agrecably o the said deed of cession
true intent and meaning of the said deed of eession  and net of Congress secepting the same,

and act aforesaid, Be it Ordained, that no part of Done by the United States in Congress asseme
the land included between the rivers called little  bled, the 20th day of May, in the yvear of our Lond
Miamj and Sciota, on the northwest side of the 1785, and of our sovereignty and indlependence the
river Ohio, be sold, or in any manner alienated,  ninth,

until there shall first have been laid off and appro.

priated for the said Officers and Soldiers, and (fh“ﬂ“‘«“ Thomson, Richard H. Lee,
persons claiming under them, the lands they are  Scerefary, President,
This Indenture made the [hov o o the Yew of aur Lord One Thonfand
Eight Hundred o BETWEERN Bofie Pataes, Sivvevor Geveal of the Dited Statee vz for ond
under the authority of the United States, and i purfuance of the Filreentiy Section of s At of Congels, mtinl-
ed ** An Actto amend the Acty inttuled In el providling for e fide of "t Lasede nf Lo L srte d Ntstses o fhee Torritorg
" iVaFiﬁﬁﬂ"t‘ﬂ of the Ohiv, und wbove the Noulh of Kentucdy-1iver,” of 1 one ptt e

of the County of and Tervitory afirefiid, of the other part o WITNESSETH, That the faid
Aufius Pulnam, hath in his capacity aforefaid let, leafed, and Limlet unto te fd the

Section, Number 1 e Townfin of the

Range of the Lands, furveved agreeably 1o the Laws of the United Statee, in the Tervitory wtoreind . for the Term of
Seven Years, commencing from and after the v of Oue Thoufind
Eight Hundred + on condition that the follov ing Tmprovements fail be pede tdoeon, whiely
the faid covemants and agrees to make, doand perforn. e sty of foitenng and
paying to the United States the Sum of Dollars, if defoult be mude thesen, e
Within Five Years from the commencement of Ius “Term, 1o clear Acresof A} Trees, Bro?, omd Wood ;

Two Acres of which fhall be the beft Orchard Ground, and G4 out, or plated with Ope Huudied Appie-tiaes, thrifty and
of a proper fize o fet in an Orchard ; which Orchard fhall be enclofiod by dilelf, with a good and Lol Fepee, and kept
in conflant repair. and no Animals of any kind fuffered to feed o therein: the remaninder of the storefl
Acren to Be of the moft fuitable Land for Meadow, 0+ ina proper manncr wih o Tuflivent quantity of
Herds-grals and Lioverfeeds: and the fd Meadow Groumd .10 fenced and igraved anoa good Halboand-like
manner.— '
FURTIIERMORE e f45id conenanty, it within the Torm of T e e will elear
Aeres in g fuitalile manner for pafring, and feed the fune wi 'l
and Herds-grafs feed : and alfo that he will cleae ina propet niier and Jrveunder Imoe v vent o 0 o at the

T RO ISR o JETITI R

e nriy (EfﬂYiT
¥ i .

end of his Tery Acres of nllage Lands AND thew theend of Jus Ve, 1!
covemanted and agreed 1o be eleared as atbrefind, fhall be fepararely enclolid with a good aed 0 Cont 1yoswee, agiees
ably to the Law of the Terrory; when the fuid is o viekd opre ot e Pletn,

IN WITNESS whercof the Parties to this Indenture have iterchangeably for then Flonds ol Sl the Py aud
Year within firft above whitten.
Signed Scaled and Deliverad

in the prefence of

Courtesy Indiana Historical Society
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Northwest Ordinance, 1787

An Ordinance for the government of the territory
of the United States Norih West of the river Ohio.

Be it ordained by the United States in Congress
assembled that the said territory for the purposes
of temporary governiment be one district; subject
however to be divided inte twa districts s futfupe
vircumstances may in the opinion of Congress
make it expedient.

Be it ordained by the authrity aforesaid, That
the estates hoth of resident and non-resident
proprictors in the said territory dying intestate
shall descend to and be distributed among their
children and the descer
equal parts; the descendants of a deceased child
or grandchild to take the share of their deceased
parent in equal parls among them; and where there
shall be no children or descendants then in equal
parts to the next of kin in equal degree and among
collaternls the children of a deceased brother or
sister of the intestate shall have in equal parts
among them their deceased parent’s share and
there shall in no case be a distinction between kin-
dred of the whole and half blood; saving in all
cases to the widow of the intestate her third
part of the real estate for life, and one third part
of the personal estate; and this law relative to
descents and dower shall remain in full force until
altered by .he legislature of the district. And
until the governor and judges shall adopt laws as
herein after mentioned estates in the said territory
may be devised or bequeathed by wills in writing
signed and sealed by him or her in whom the
estate may be, being of full age and attested by
three witnesses, and real estates may be conveyed
by lease and release or bargain and sale signed,
sealed and delivered by the person being of full
age in whom the estate may be and attested by
two witnesses provided such wills be duly proved
and such conveyances be acknowledged or the
execution thereof duly proved and be recorded
within one year after proper magistrates, courts
and registers shall be appointed for that purpose
and personal property may be transferred by de-
livery saving however to the French and Canadian
inhabitants and other settlers of the Kaskaskies,
Saint Vincents and neighbouring villages who have
heretofore professed themselves citizens of Vir-
ginia, their laws and customs now in force among
them relative to the descent and conveyance of
property.

From: Clarenes Edwin Curter, od., The Territorial Pupera
of the United Stalea (Washington, D, ©., 1934 ), 20950,

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid that
there shall he uppointed from time to time by
Congress a governor, whose commission  shall
continue in force for the term of three years,
unless sooner revoked by Congress; he shall reside
i the district and have o Treehold estale herein,
i one thousand ncres of land while in the ex-
ereise of hiz office, There shall be appointed from
time Lo time, by Congress, a secretary, whoseo
commission shall continue in force for four years,
unless sooner revoked; he shall reside in the district
and have a frechold estate therein in five hundred
acres of land while in the exercise of his office; it
shall be his duty to keep and proserve the acts and
laws passed by the legislature and the public
tecords of the district and the proceedings of the
governor in his executive department and transmit
authentic copies of such acts and procecdings every
six months to the Sccretary of Congress, There
shall also be appointed a court to consist of three
judges any two of whom to form a court, who shall
have a common law jurisdiction and reside in the
district and have each therein a freehold estate in
five hundred acres of land while in the exercise
of their offices, and their commissions shall con-
tinue in force during good behaviour,

The governor and judges, or a majority of them,
shall adopt and publish in the district such laws of
the original states criminal and civil as may be
necessary and best suited to the circumstances of
the district and report them to Congress from time
to time, which laws shall be in force in the district
until the organization of the general assembly
therein, unless disapproved of by Congress; but
afterwards the legislature shall have authority to
alter them as they shall think fit.

The governor for the time being shall be com-
mander in chief of the militia, appoint and com-
mission all officers in the same, below the rank of
general officers: All general officers shall be ap-
pointed and commissioned by Congress,

Previous to the organization of the general
assembly the governor sha'l appoint such mag-
istrates and other civil officers in cach county or
township, as he shall find necessary for the pre-
servation of the peace and good order in the same.
After the general assembly shall be organized,
the powers and duties of magistrates and other
civil officers shall be regulated and defined by the
said assembly; but all magistrates and other civil




officers, not herein otherwise directed shall during
the continuance of this lemporary government be
appolnted by the governor,

For the preventon of crimes and injuries the
Inws to be adopted or made shall have foree in all
parts of the distrlet and for the execulion of
process eriminal and civil, the governor shall make
proper divisions thereof, and he shall procecd from
time to time as circumstances may require to lay
cut the purts of the distriet in which the Indian
titles shall huve been extinguished into counties
and townships subject however to such alterations
as may thereafter be made by the legislature.

S0 saon as there shall be five thousand free male
inhabitants of full age in the district upon giving
proof thereof to the governor, they shall receive
authority with time and place to elect represent-
atives from their counties or townships to re-
present them in the general assembly; provided
that for every [live hundred free male inhabitants
there shall be one representative and so on pro-
gressively with the number of free male inhabitants
shall the right of representation increase until the
number of representatives shall amount to twenty
five after which the number and proportion of
representatives shall be regulated by the legislature;
provided that no person be eligible or qualified
to act as a representative, unless he shall have been
a citizen of one of the United States three years
and be a resident in the district or unless he shall
have resided in the district three years and in either
case shall likewise hold in his own right in fee
simple two hundred acres of land within the
same: Provided also, that a frechold in fifty acres
of land in the district having been a citizen of one
of the states, and being resictant in the district; or
the like freehold ard two years residence in the
district shall be necessary to qualify a man as an
elector of a representative.

The representatives thus elected, shall serve

- for the term of two years and in case of the death

of a representative or removal from office, the

governor shall issue a writ to the county or town-

ship for which he was a member, to elect another
in his stead to serve for the residue of the term,

The general assembly, or legislature, shall consist
of the governor, legislative council, and a house of
representatives, The legislative council shall con-
sist of five members, to continue in office five
years unless sooner removed by Congress any

- three of whom to be a quorum and the members of
the council shall be nominated and appointed in
the following manner, to wit: As soon as repre-
sentatives shall be elected, the governor shall
appoint a time and place for them to meet to-
gether, and when met they shall nominate ten
persons residents in the district and each possessed
of a freehold in five hundred acres of Land and
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return their nwmes to Congress; five of whom
Congress shall appoint and commission Lo serve as
aforesnid; and whenever o vacancy shall happen in
the council by death or remaoval from office, the
house  of representatives  shall pnominate  two

and return their names to Congress, one of whom
Congress shall appoint and commission for the
residue of the term, and every five years, four
months at least before the expiration of the time
of service of the Members of Council, the said
house shall nominate ten persons qualified as
aforesaid, and return their names to Congress, five
of whom Congress shall appeint and commission
to serve as Members of the council five years,
unless sooner removed. And the Governor, leg-
islative council, and the house of representatives,
shall have authority to make laws in all cases for
the good government of the district, not repugnant
to the principles and articles in this ordinance
established and declared. And all bills having
passed oy a majority in the house, and by a
majority in the council, shall be referred to the

Act whatever, shall be of any force without his
assent. The Governor shall have power to convene,
prorogue and dissolve the General Assembly, when
in his opinion it shall be expedient,

The Governor, Judges, legislative Council,
Secretary, and such other officers as Congress shall
appoint in the district shall take an Oath or Af-
firmation of fidelity, and of Office, the Governor
before the president of Congress, and all other
Officers before the Governor. As soon as a leg-
islature shall be formed in the district, the Council
and house, assembled in one room, shall have
authority by joint ballot to elect a Delegate to
Congress who shall have a seat in Congress, with a
right of debating, but not of voting, during this
temporary Government,

And for extending the fundamental principles
of civil and religious liberty, which form the
basis whercon these republics, their laws and con-
stitutions are erected; to fix and establish those
principles as the basis of all laws, constitutions and
governments, which forever hereafter shall be
formed in the said territory; to provide also for the
establishment of States and permanent government
therein, and for their admission to a share in the
federal Councils on an equal footing with the
original States, at as early periods as may be con-
sistent with the general interest,

It is hereby ordained and declared by the
authority aforesaid, That the following articles
shall be considered as articles of compact between
the original states and the people and states in
the said territory, and forever remain unalterable,
unless by common consent, to wit:
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Article the First, No person demeaning himself
in a peaceable and orderly manner shall ever be
malested on account of his mode of worship oF
religious sentiments in the said territory.

Article the Second. The Inhabitants of the said
territory shall always be entitled to the benefits
of the writ of habeas corpus, and of the trial by
duryy of a proportionate represeatation of the
people in the legisluture, and of judicial proceed-
ings according to the course of the common law:
all persons shall be bailable unless for capital
offenses, where the proof sha'l be evident, or the
presumiption great; all fines shall be moderate,
and no cruel or unusual punishments shall he
inflicted; no man shall be deprived of his liberty or
property but by the judgment of his peers, or the
law of the land; and should the public exigencies
make it necessary for the common preservation to
take any persons property, or to demand his parti-
cular services, full compensation shall be made for
the same; and in the just preservation of rights and
property it is understood and declared; that no
law ought ever to be made, or have force in the
said territory, that shall in any manner whatever
interfere with, or affect private contracts or
engagements, bona fide and without fraud pre-
viously formed,

Article the Third.  Religion, Morality and
knowledge, being necessary to good government
and the happiness of mankind, Schools and the
means of education shall forever be encouraged.
The utmost good faith shall always be observed
towards the Indians; their lands and property
shall never be taken from them without their con-
sent; and in their property, rights and liberty, they
never shall be invaded or disturbed, unless in just
and lawful wars authorised by Congress; but laws
founded in justice and humanity shall from time
lo time be made, for preventing wrongs being done
to them, and for preserving peace and friendship
with them.

Article the Fourth. The said territory, and the
states which may be formed therein, shall forever
remain a part of this confederacy of the United
States of America, subject to the Articles of Con-
federation, and to such alterations therein as shall
be constitutionally made; and to all the Acts and
Ordinances of the United States in Congress As-
sembled, conformable thereto, The inhabitants
and settlers in the said territory, shall be subject
to pay a part of the federal debts contracted or to
be contracted, and a proportional part of the ex-
pences of government, to be apportioned on them
by Congress, according to the same common rule
and measure by which apportionments thereof
shall be made on the other States; and the taxes
for paying their proportion, shall be laid and Jevied
by the authority and direction of the legislatures

of the disirict or districts or new States, as in the
original states, within the time agreed upon by the
United States in Congress assembled, ‘Phe legisla-
tures of those districts, or new States, shall never
interfere with the primary disposal of the Soil
by the United States in Congress assembled, nor
with any regulations Congress may find nNOCossary
for sccuring the title in such soil to the bona fide
purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands the
property of the United States; and in no case shall
non resident proprietors be taxed higher than
residents.  The navigable waters leading into the
Misslsalppi and 8t, Lawrence, and the carrying
places hetween the same shall be common high-
ways, and forever free, as well to the Inhabitants
of the said territory, as to the citizens of the
United States, and those of any other states that
may be admitted into the Confederacy, without
any tax, impost or duty therefor,

Article the Fifth, There shall be formed in the
said territory, not less than three nor more than
five states, and the boundaries of the states, ns
soon as Virginia shall alter her act of cession and
consent to the same, shall become fixed and es-
tablished as follows, to wit: The western state in
the said territory, shall be bounded by the Mis-
sissippi, the Ohio and Wabash Rivers; a direct line
drawn from the Wabash and post Vincents due
North to the territorial line between the United
States and Canada, and by the said territorial
line to the lake of the Woods and Mississippi, The
middle state shall be bounded by the said direct
line, the Wabash from post Vincents to the Ohio;
by the Ohio, by direct line drawn due North from
the mouth of the great Miami to the said territorial
line, and by the said territorial line. The eastern
state shall be bounded by the last mentioned direct
line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the said territori-
al line; provided however, and it is further under-
stood and declared, that the boundaries of these
three states, shall be subject so far to be altered,
that if Congress shall hereafter find it expedient,
they shall have authority to form one or two
states in that part of the said territory which lies
north of an east and west line drawn through the
southerly bend or extreme of lake Michigan; and
whenever any of the said States shall have sixty
thousand free inhabitants therein, such state shall
be admitied by its Delegates into the Congress
of the United States, on an equal footing with
the original States, in all respects whatever; and
shall be at liberty to form a permanent constitu-
tion and state government: Provided the constitu-
tion and government so to be formed, shall be re-
publican, and in conformity to the principles
contained in these articles; and so far as it can be
consistent with the general interest of the Con-
federacy, such admission shall be allowed at an
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carlicr period, and when there may be g less
number of free Inhabitants in the state than
sixty thousand.

Article the Sixth, There shall be neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude in the said territory
otherwise than in the punishment of crimes,
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted;
provided always that any person escaping into the
same, from whom labor or service lawfully

claimed in any one ol the original states, such
fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed
to the person claiming his or her labor or service

as aforesiid,

Be it orduined by the authority aforesaid, that
the resolutions of the 23d of April 1784 relative to
the subject of this ordinance be, and the same are
hereby repealed and declared null and vold.,

Done &e,

The Seal of the Territory of the United States
Northwest of the River Ohio
This authorized seal for documents of the Northwest Ter-
ritory shows a fruit-bearing tree, an ax-felled tree, a rising
sun, and boats presumably on the Ohio River. These sym-
bols represent the aspirations of new settlers in the western

wilderness,

The Latin phrase Meliorem Lapsa Locavit

means “from the fallen tree, a better one has grown.™
Courtesy Indiana Historical Society,
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Document 8

Act Creating Indiana Territory, 1800

An ACT (o divide the territory of the United
States north-west of the Ohio, into two sepuarate
Hovernments,

Sec. 1. Be it enucted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of Amer-
ica, in Congress assembled, That from and after
the fourth day of July noxt, all that part of the ter-
ritory of the United States north-west of the Ohio
river, which lies to the westward of a line beginning
at the Ohio, oppesite to the mouth of Kentucky
river, and running thence to fort Recovery, and
thence north until it shall intersect the territorial
line between the United States and Canada, shall,
for the purposes of temporary government, con-
stitute u separate territory, and be called the
Indiana Territory.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there
shall be established within the said territory a
government in all respeets similar to that provided
by the ordinance of Congress, passed on the
thirteenth day of July one thousand seven hundred
and eighty-seven, for the government of the tet-
ritory of the United States north-west of the river
Ohio; and the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled
to, and enjoy all and singular the rights, privi-
leges and advantages granted and secured to the
people by the said ordinance.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the
officers for the said territory, who by virtue of
this act shall be appointed by the President of the
United States, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, shall respectively exercise the same
powers, perform the same duties, and receive for
their services the same compensations as by the
ordinance aforesaid and the laws of the United
States, have been provided and established for
similar officers in the territory of the United
States north-west of the river Ohio: And the
duties and emoluments of Superintendent of
Indian Affairs shall be united with those of
governor: Provided, That the President of Lhe
United States shall have full power, in the recess
of Congress, to appoint and commission all officers
herein authorized; and their commissions shall con-
tinue in force until the end of the next session of
Congress,

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That so
much of the ordinance for the government of the
territory of the United States north-west of the
Ohio river, as relates to the organization of a

General Assembly therein, and prescribes ';';9 JOHN ADAMS, President of the United States,

From: Hubert H, Hawkins, compiler, Indiana’s Hoad 1o
Stutehood (Indianapolis: Indiang Historieal Bureau, 19603,

powers thereof, shall be in force and operate in
the Indiana territory, whenever satisfactory ovi-
dence shall be given to the governor thereof,
that such is the wish of a majority of the free-
holders, notwithstanding there may not be there-
in five thousand free male inhabitants of the age
of twenty-one yeurs and upwards: Provided, 'That
until there shall b five thousand free male in-
hubitants of twenty-one years and upwards in
said territory, the whole number of reprosentatives
to the General Assembly shall not he less than
seven, nor more than nine, to be apportioned by
the governor to the several counties in the said
territory, agreeably to the number of free males of
the age of twenty-one years and upwards which
they may respectively contain.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That nothing
in this act contained shall be construed so as in
any manner to affect the government now in
force in the territory of the United States north-
west of the Obhio river, further than to prohibit
the exercise thereof within the Indiana territory,
from and after the aforesaid fourth day of July
next: Provided, That whenever that part of the
territory of the United States which lies to the
eastward of a line beginning at the mouth of the
Great Miami river, and running thence due north
to the territorial line between the United States
and Canada, shall be erected into an independent
state and admitted into the Union on an equal
footing with the original states, thenceforth said
line shall become and remain permanently the
boundary line between such state and the Indiana
territory; any thing in this act contained to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That until
it shall be otherwise ordered by the legislatures
of the said territories respectively, Chilicothe, on
Scioto river, shall be the seat of the pgovernment of
the territory of the United States north-west of
the Ohio river; and that Saint Vincennes, on the
Wabash river, shall be the seat of the government
for the Indiana territory,

THEODORE SEDCGWICK,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
TH: JEFFERSON,
Vice-President of the United States, and
President of the Senate,
Approved—May 7th, A.D. 1800
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Document 9

Harrison Land Act, 1800

From: Huhert H, Hawkins, compiler, Indigna's Read to
Statehood (Indignapolis: Indiana Historieal Bureau, 1869),

An ACT to amend the act, intituled, “An act
providing for the sale of the lands of the United
States, in the territory north-west of the Ohio,
and above the mouth of Kentucky river,”

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of Amer-
ica, in Congress assembled, That for the disposal
of the lunds of the United States, directed to be
sold by the act, intituled, “*An act providing for
the sale of the lands of the United States, in the

mouth of Kentucky river,” there shall be four
land-offices established in the said territory: One
at Cincinnati, for lands below the Little Miami
which have not heretofore been granted; one at
Chilicothe, for lands east of the Scioto, south of
the lands appropriated for satisfying military
bounties to the late army of the United States, and
west of the fifteenth range of townships: one at
Marietta, for the lands east of the sixteenth range
of townships, south of the before-mentioned
military lands, and south of a line drawn due west
from the northwest corner of the first township
of the second range, to the said military lands; and
one at Steubenville, for the lands north of the last
mentioned line, and east or north of the said mili-
tary lands: Each of the said offices shall be under
the direction of an officer, to be called “The
Register of the Land-Office,” who shall be ap-
pointed by the President of the United States, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and
shall give bond to the United States, with approved
security, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, for
the faithful discharge of the duties of his office:
and shall reside at the place where the land-office
is directed to be kept.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall
be the duly of the Surveyor-General, and he is
hereby expressly enjoined, to prepare and transmit
to the Registers of the several land-offices, before
the days herein appointed for commencing sales,
general plats of the lands hereby directed to be
sold at the said offices respectively, and also to
forward copies of each of the said plats to the
Secretary of the Treasury.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the
Surveyor-General shall cause the townships west of
the Muskingum, which by the above-mentioned
act are directed to be sold in quarter townships,
to be subdivided into half sections of three
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hundred and twenty acres each, as nearly as may
he, by running parallel lines through the same from
east to west, and from south {o north, at the dis-
tance of one mile from each other, and marking
corners, al the distance of each half mile on the
lines running from east to west, and at the distance
of each mile on those running from south to north,
and making the marks, notes, and descriptions,
prescribed to surveyors by the above-mentioned
act: And the interior lines of townships inter-
sected by the Muskingum, and of all the townships
lying cast of that river, which have not been here-
tofore actually sub-divided into sections, shall
also be run and marked in the manner prescribed
by the said act, for running and marking the in-
terior lines of townships directed to be sold in
sections of six hundred and forty acres each: And
in all cases where the exterior lines of the town-
ships, thus to be sub-divided into sections or half
sections, shall exceed or shall not extend six miles,
the excess or deficiency shall be specially noted,
and added to or deducted from the western and
northern ranges of sections or half sections in such
township, according as the error may be in running
the lines from east to west, or from south to north;
the sections and half sections bounded on the
northern and western lines of such townships
shall be sold as containing only the quantity ex-
pressed in the returns and plats respectively, and
all others as containing the complete legal quan-
tity: And the President of the United States shall
fix the compensation of the deputy-surveyors,
chain-carriers, and axemen: Provided, the whole
expense of surveying and marking the lines shall
be actually run, surveyed and marked.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the
lands thus sub-divided (excluding the sections re-
served by the above-mentioned act) shall be of-
fered for sale in sections and half sections, sub-
divided as before directed at the following places
and times, that is to say; those below the Little
Miami shall b- offered at public vendue, in the
town of Cincinnati, on the first Monday of April
one thousand eight hundred and one, under the
direction of the Register of the land-office there
established, and of either the Governor or Sec-
retary of the north-western territory: The lands
east of Scioto, south of the military lands, and
west of the fifteenth range of townships, shall be
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offered in like manner for the sale at Chilicothe, on
the first Monday of May, one thousand cight
hundred and one, under the direction of the
Register of the land.office there established, and
of either the Governor or Secretary of the said
territory: The lands east of the sixtcenth range of
townships, south of the military lands and west of
the Muskingum, including all the townships in-
tersccted by that river, shall be offered for sale
in like manner at Marietta, on the last Monday of
May, one thousand eight hundred and one, under
the direction of the Governor or Secretary, or
Surveyor-General of the said territory, The sales
shall remain open at each place for three weeks
and no longer. The superintendants shall observe
the rules and regulations of the above-mentioned
act, in classing and selling fractional with entire
sections, and in keeping and transmitting accounts
of the sales, All lands, remaining unsold, at the
closing of either of the public sales, may be dis-
posed of at private sale by the Registers of these
respective land-offices, in the manner herein after
prescribed; and the Register of the land-office at
Steubenville, after the first day of July next, may
proceed to sell at private sale, the lands situate
within the district assigned to his direction as
herein before described, disposing of the same in
sections, and classing fractional with entire sec-
tions, according to the provisions and regulations
of the above-mentioned act and of this act: And
the Register of the land-office at Marietta, after
the said first day of July next, may proceed to
sell at private sale, any of the lands within the
district assigned to his direction as aforesaid,
which are east of the river Muskingum, excluding
the townships intersected by that river, disposing
of the same in sections, and classing fractional
with entire sections as aforesaid,

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That no lands
shall be sold by virtue of this act, at either public
or private sale, for less than two dollars per acre,
and payment may be made for the same by all
purchasers, either in specie, or in evidences of the
public debt of the United States, at the rates
prescribed by the act, intituled, “‘An act to au-
thorize the receipt of evidences of the public
debt in payment for the lands of the Uniled
States;”” and shall be made in the following man-
ner, and under the following conditions, to wit:

1. At the time of purchase, every purchaser
shall, exclusively of the fees hereinafter-mentioned,
pay six dollars for every section, and three dollars
for every half section, he may have purchased, for
surveying expenses, and deposit one-twentieth
part of the amount of the purchase money, to be
forfeited, if within forty days one fourth part of
the purchase money, including the said twentieth
part, is not paid.
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2. Onefourth part of the purchase money
shall be paid within forty days after the day of
sale us aforesnid: another fourth part shall be
paid within two years; another fourth part within
three years; and another fourth part within four
years after the day of sale,

3. Interest, at the rate of six per cent, a year,
from the day of sale, shall be charged upon each of
the three last payments, payable as they respec-
tively become due,

4. A discount, at the rate of eight per cont. a
year, shall be allowed on any of the three last
payments, which shall be paid before the same
shall become due, reckoning this discount always
upon the sum, which would have been demand.-
able by the United States, on the day appointed
for such payment,

6. If the first payment of one fourth part of
the purchase money shall not be made within
forty days after the sale, the deposit, payment and
fees, paid and made by the purchaser, shall be
forfeited, and the lands shall and may, from and
after the day, when the payment of one fourth
part of the purchase money should have been
made, be disposed of at private sale, on the same
terms and conditions, and in the same manner as
the other lands directed by this act to be disposed
of at private sale: Provided, That the lands which
shall have been sold at public sale, and which shall,
on account of such failure of payment, revert to
the United States, shall not be sold at private sale,
for a price less than the price that shall have been
offered for the same at public sale.

6. If any tract shall not be completely paid
for within one year after the date of the last pay-
ment, the tract shall be advertised for sale by the
Register of the land-office within whose district
it may lie, in at least five of the most public places
in the said district, for at least thirty days before
the time of sale: And he shall sell the same at
public vendue, during the sitting of the court of
quarter sessions of the county in which the land-
office is kept, for a price not less than the whole
arrears due thereon, with the expenses of sale;
the surplus, if any, shall be returned to the original
purchaser, or to his legal representative; but if
paid, then the land shall revert to the United
States. All monies paid therefor shall be for-
feited, and the Register of the land-office may
proceed to dispose of the same to any purchaser,
as in case of other lands at private sale.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all and
every the payments, to be made by virtue of the
preceding section, shall be made either to the
Treasurer of the United States, or to such person
or officer as shall be appointed by the President
of the United States, with the advice and consent -
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of the Senate, Recelver of public monies for lnnds
of the United States, at each of the places respec.
tively where the public and private sales of the said
lands are to be made; and the said Receiver of
public monies shall, before he enters upon the
duties of his office, give bond, with approved
security, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, for
the faithful discharge of his trust; and it shall
be the duty of the said Treasurer and Receiver of
publi¢ monles to give receipts for the monies by
them received, to the persons respectively paying
the sume; to transmit within thirty days in case of
public sale, and quarterly in case of private sale,
an account of all the public monies by them
received, specifying the amount received from each
person; and distinguishing the sums roceived from
surveying expenses, and those received for pur-
chase money, to the Secretary of the Treasury,
“and to the Registers of the land-office, as the case
may be, The said Receivers of public monies shall,
within three months after receiving the same,
transmit the monjes by them received to the
Treasurer of the United States; and the Receivers
of public monies for the said sales, and also the
Receivers of public monies for the sales which
have taken place at Pittsburg under the act. in-
tituled, **An act providing for the sale of the
lands of the United States in the territory north-
west of the Ohio, and above the mouth of Ken-
tucky river,” shall receive one per cent. on the
money received, as a compensation for clerk hire,
receiving, safe-keeping, and transmitting it to the
Treasury of the United States,
Sec, 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall
be the duty of the Registers of the land-offices
respectively, to receive and enter on books kept
for that purpose only, and on which no blank
leaves or space shall be left between the different
entries, the applications of any person or persons
who may apply for the purchase of any section or
half section, and who shall pay him the fee here-
after-mentioned, and produce a receipt from the
Treasurer of the United States, or from the Re-
ceiver of public monies appointed for that purpose,
for three dollars for each half section such person
or persons may apply for, and for at least one-
twentieth part of the purchase money, stating
. carefully in each entry the date of the application,
_ the date of the receipt to him produced, the
amount of monies specified in the said receipt,
and the number of the section or half section,
township and range applied for. If two or more
persons shall apply at the same time for the said
. tract; the Register shall immediately determine
¢ by lot, in presence of the parties, which of them
... shall have preference. He shall file the receipt for
- monies produced by the party, and give him a
copy of his entry, and if required, a copy of the

description of the tract, and a copy of the plat
of the same, or either of them: and it shall be his
duty to mfi)rm the party applying for any one
tract, whether the same has alrendy been entered,
purchnsed or paid for, and at his request to give
him a copy of the entry or entries concerning the
saume, He shall, three months after the date of cach
application, if the party shall not have within that
time produced to him a receipt of the paymoent of
one fourth part of the purchase money, including
the twentieth part above-mentioned, enter under
its proper date, in the said lmuk af pmrimz ihai

has reverted to the United Sti;tf‘si and hﬁ? siml!
make a note of the same in the margin of the book
opposite to the original entry, And if the party
shall, either at the time of making the original
entry, or at any time within three months there-
after, produce a receipt to him, for the fourth
part of the purchase money, including the twen-
tieth part aforesaid, he shall file the receipt, make
an entry of the same, under its proper date, in the
said book of entries, make a note of the same in
the margin of the book, opposite to the original
entry, and give to the party a certificate, describ-
ing the land sold, the sum paid on account, the
balance remaining due, the time and times when
such balance shall become due, and that if it shall
be duly discharged, the purchaser or his assignee
or other legal representative, shall be entitled to
a patent for the said lands: he shall also upon any
subsequent payment being made, and a receipt
from the receiver being produced to him, file the
original receipt, give a receipt for the same to the
party, and enter the same to the credit of the
party, in a book kept for that purpose, in which
he shall open an account in the name of each
purchaser, for each section or half section that may
be sold either at public or private sale, and in
which he shall charge the party for the whole
purchase money, and give him credit for all his
payments; making the proper charges and allow-
ances for interest or discount, as the case may be,
according to the provisions of the fourth section
of this act; and upon the payment being com-
pleted and the account finally settled, he shall
give a certificate of the same to the party; and on
producing to the Secretary of the Treasury, the
same final certificate, the President of the United
States is hereby authorized to grant a patent for
the lands to the said purchaser, his heirs or assigns;
and all patents shall be countersigned by the
Secretary of State, and recorded in his office.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the

Registers of the land-offices respecﬁvély‘::shall”“ 

also note on the book of surveys, or original

‘plat transmitted to them, every tract which may be i
sold, by msertmg the letter A on the day when thel
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satie gz apphed for, and che letter B oo the day

pt s one Tourth part of the por base
ronliicsdd to them, and by crossing the
aabdd lotter A on the day when the lad shall revert
to the United States, on failure of the payment of
one foutth patt of the purchase money withis
three mionths alter the date of application,  Awd
the said hook of surveys or original plat shall be
spen ol all times, in presence of the Register, for
the inspection of any individual, applying for the
same ainl paying the proper fon,

Sec. 9. Aad be it further enacled, That it shall
be the duty of the Registers of the land-offices
6f the
Treasury, and Lo the Surveyor-General, an account
of the several tracts applied for, of the several
tracts for which the payment of one fourth part
of the purchazse money haz been mudr of the sev.
eral tracis which have reverted ta the United Biates
on failure of the said payment; and also an account
of all the paynients of monies by them entered,
according 1o the receipts produced to them,
spocifying the sums of money, the names of the
perzgns paying the same, the names of the officers
who have received the same, and the tracts for
which the same have been paid,

Sec. 10, And be it further enacted, That the
Registers aforesaid shall be precluded from en.
tering on their books any application for lands in
their own name, and in the name of any other
person in trust for them; and if any Register shall
wish to purchase any tract of land, he may do it by
application in writing to the Surveyor-General,
who shall enter the same on books kept for that
purpose by him, who shall procecd in respect to
stich applications, and to any payments made for
the same, in the same manner which the Registers
by this act are directed to follow, in respect to
applications made to them for lands by other
persons, The Registers shall, nevertheless, note on
the book of surveys, ur original plat, the applica-
tions and payments thus by them made, and their
right to the pre-emption of any tract shall bear
date from the day, when their application for the
same shall have been entered by the Burveyor
General in his own book. And if any person ap-
plying for any tract shall, not withstanding he
shall have received information from the Register,
that the same has already been applied for by the
aid Registor, or by any other person, insist to
make the application, it shall be the duty of the
Register to enter the same, noting in the margin
that the same tract is already purchased; but upon
application of the paurty made in writing, and
which he shall file, he may and shall at any future
time enter under its proper date, that the party
withdraws his former application, and applies in
lieu thereof for any other tract: Provided always,

That the judty =hall never be allowed thus to with-
draw his former application, and o apply in len
theteaof for another tinet, rseept when the tract
deseribed in his former application shall have heen
applied for previous to the date of that bis former
application

Seeo VU And be it further snacted, That the
wecretary of the Treasury shall and may pre.
sifibie such fuether regulations, in the mas or of
keeping books and sceounts, by the several of-
ficers in this act mentioned, as 1o him nay appeay
necessary and proper, in order fully to carry into
offect the provisions of this act,

Sec. 120 And be it further enacted, That the
Registers of the land-aoffices, respectively, shall be
entitled to receive from the Treasury of the United
States, onehall per cont. on all the monies px-
pressed in the receipts by them filled and entered,
and of which they shall have transmitted an ac-
count ta the Secrotary of the Treasury, as directed
hy this act; and they shall further be entitled to
receive, for their own use, from the respective
paartive, the ftﬂ!ﬂ;ﬁﬂg’ foen oy aeorviies Fopsederedd,
that is 1o say; for every original application for
land, and a copy of the samie, far o seetion theee
dolinrs, for a hall section two dollars, for every
certificate statirg that the first fourth part of the
purch: e money is paid twenty:five cents; for
every subsequent receipt for monies paid, 'wenty-
five conts; for the final settlement of account and
giving the final certificate of the same, one dollar;
for every copy, either of an application or of the
description of any section or half section, or of the
plat of the same, or of any entry made on their
books, or of any certificate heretofore given by
them, twenty-five cents for each:; and for any
entry made on their books, or of any certificate
heretofore given by them, twenty-five cents for
each: and for any general inspection of the hook
of surveys, or general plat, made in their presence,
twenty-five cents.

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, ‘That the
superintendents of the public sales, to be made
by virtue of this act, and the superintendents of
the sales which have taken place by virtue of the
act, intituled, “An act providing for the sale of
the lands of the United States in the territory
north-west of the river Ohie, and above the mouth
of Kentucky river,” shall receive five dollars a
day for every day whilst engaged in that business:
and the accounting officers of the Treasury are
hereby authorized to allow a reasonable compensa-

settling the accounts of the said superintendents,
Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the fee
to be paid for each patent for half a section shall
be four dollars, and for every section five dollars,
to be accounted for by the receiver of the same,




i stirther enacted, That the
lupyds of the United Btates reserved Tor Future dis
prosition, may be let upon leases by the Surveyor.
General, in sections o hall sections, for terms not
excevding seven years, on condition of making

s
aee,

Ree, 16, And be it further enaeted, That each
person who before the passinig of this act shall
have erocied, or begun to erect, a gristaanill or saw-
mill upim any of the nds herem directed 1o be
sold, shall be entitled to the pre-omption of the
seation dpcluding such mill, st the wle of two
dollare per nere: Prosided, The person or his
heits, claiming such right of pre.emption, shall
produce to the Register of the land-office salis
factory evidence thal he or they are entitled there-
ta, and shall he subject to and comply with the
regulations and provisions by this act prescribed
fur other purchasers,

See. V7. And be it further cnaeted, That s
much of the “act providing for the sale of the lanils
of the United States in the territory north-west of
the river Ohie, and above the mouth of Kentucky
tiver,” as comnes within the purview af this acl, b
aned the same bz hereby repealed,

THEODORE 8EDGWICK,
Spealeer of the House of Representatives
TH: JEFFERSON,
VicePeegsident of the United States, und
Pregidlent of the Senate,

Approved - May 10th, A, D, 1800,

JOHN ADAMS,
President of the United States.

_According to R. Carlyle Buloy in his The Old Northwest,
‘the first task was {6 clear the land: “Trees to be cleared

for the cabin site, trees to be clesred for fields, trees to be
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cleared for roads, timber to be cut for cabins and out buiid-
inge, eplit for rails, ricked for fuel,” Courtesy Indisna His-
torical Bociety,



Document 10

Proclamation: Announcing that Indiana Territory
Had Passed to the Second Grade, 1804

. VIKCENNES, (L T.) .
‘ feé;t:;!ibe{- 11th, 185
. - Qﬁsﬂﬁ&ﬁ‘-ﬂ"i 7 '
‘ This being the day apD0in.

'"ted for taking thé voice of the
‘pm’p!e, for & Mcaibft the fe.
cond grade oA governmene, o
one o'clock the ballots were
for it 83, againfl s,

From: Vincennes Indiana Gazette, September 21, (HO 1
VINCENNES, (1. T
September 11th, 180,
This being the day appointed for taking the vaice of
th eople, for & apainst the second grade of government,
al or a'clock the ballots were for it 85, against 5.

Frame Huheet 1 Hawkins, conguler, Indinna's Roaif o
Statehiaal (ndisvapolis: Indianng Historieal Birean, 1008

Decemher §, 1504

Returns of the Election held on the 11th Sept.,
last i the several Counties, having heen mide to
the office of the Secretary of the Territory (thal
of the County of Wayne excepted in which there
was no Election in Consequence of the proclama-
tion not arriving in time), and [it) appearing that
there was a majority of one hundred and thirty
Eight Frecholders in fuvor of the proposed Chango
of Government, the Governor lssued g proclama-
tion in which he makes known and Declares the
said Indiana Territory is and from henceforth shall
he deemed to have passed into the second o
Fepiesentabive grade of Government, and that the
Good people of the Territory, from the date
thereof are entitled Lo all the rights and privileges
belonging to that situation, and further appoints
that on Thursday the third day of January next an
Election shall be held in cach of the several
Countirs in the Territory respectively for the
purpose of choosing the members of the house of
Representatives and that the said house of re-
presentatives shall be composed of nine members

}  of which there shall be Elected from the County of
Knox Two from the County St. Clair one from the
County of Randolph one from the County of Clark
b one from the County of Wayne three & from the
County of Dearborn one, and that the said re-
presentatives Elected and every of them should
meet at the Town of Vincennes on the first day of
February next for the purpose of choosing mem-
bers for the Legislative Council agreeable to the
ordinance for the Government of the Territory.

|
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Document 11

Act Dividing Indiana Territory, 1805

Fraom:  Huberl 1 Hawkins, eompiier, Indiana’es Boad o
Stateliiil {lndianapolis: Tndims Historiedd Horean, THEY)

AN ACT 1o divide the ndiagna Territory into oo
geparate goverimeonts

BE it enacted, by the Senate and House of Re.
presentatives of the United States of America,
in Congress assembled, 'That from and after the
thirtieth day of June next, all that part of the In-
diana Territory, which lies North of a line drawn
cast from the southerly bend or extreme of lnke
Michigan, until it shall intersect luke Erie, and
sast of a line drawn from the said southerly bend
through the middle of said lake to its northern
extremity, and thenee due north to the northern
boundary of the United States, chall, for the
purpose of lemporary government, constitute n
separate territory, and be called Michigan,

Sec, 2. And be it further engeted, That there
shall be established within the said territory, a
government in all respeets similar to that provided
by the ordinance of Congress, passed on the
thirteenth day of July, one thousand soven
hundred and eighty-seven, for the government of
the territory of the United States, north west of
the river Ohio; and by an acl passed on the seventh
day of August, one thousand seven hundred nnd
eighty-nine, entitled “An act to provide for the
government of the territory north west of the river
titled to, and enjoy all and singular the rights,
privileges, and advantages granted and secured
to the people of the territory of the United Statoes,
north west of the river Ohio, by the said ordinance.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the
officers for the said territory, who by virtue of this
act shall be appointed by the President of the
United States, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, shall respectively exercise the same
powers, perform the same duties, and receive for
their services, the same compensations, as by the

ordinance aforesaid and the laws of the United

16
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States, have heen provided and establishod  for
similar officers in the Indiana Territory; and the
dutios and emoluments of superintendant of Indian
affuirs, shall be united with thoze of gavernor.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, 'That nothing
in this act contuined, shall be construed so as, in
any manner, to affect the government now in foree
in the Indiana Territory, further than to prohibit
the exercise thereof within the suid territory of
Michigan, from and after the aforesaid thirtioth
day of June next.

See. 5. And be it further enacted, Vhal all
stills, proeess, and  procecding, which, on the
thirfieth day of June next, shall be pending in the
court of any county, which shall be included with-
in the said territory of Michigun: and nlso all suits,
provess, and  proceedings, which on the said
thirtieth day of June next, shall be pending in the
general court of the Indiana Territory, in con-
sequence of any writ of removal, or order for trial
at bar, and which had been removed from any of
the counties included within the limits of the
territory of Michigan aforesaid, shall, in all things
concerning the same, be procecded on, and judg-
ments and decrees rendered thereon, in the same
manner as if the said Indiana Territory had re-
mained undivided,

See. 6. And be it further enacted, That Detroit
shall be the seet of government of the said ter-
ritory, until Congress shall otherwise direet,

NATHL. MACON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
A, BURR,
Vice-President of the United States, and
President of the Seaate.
January 11, 1805,
Approved,
TH: JEFFERSON,

&b



Act

AN AUT  for dividing the [ndinnas
Lwo separate Governments,

Terriory into

le it enacted, &e., That, from amd after the
first day of March next, all that part of the Indiana
Territory which lies west of the Wabash river, and
a direct line drawn from the said Wabush river
and Post Vincennes, due north to the territorial
line beiween the Unjted States and Canada, shall,
for the purpose of temporary government, con-
stitute a separate ‘T'erritory, and be called [inois.

See. 2. And be it further enacted, That there
shall be established within the said Tegritory a
government in all fespects similar to (hat provided
by the ordinance of Congress, passed on the thir
teenth day of July, one thousand soven hundied
and  eahtyaseven, for the government of the
Ternitory of the United States Northwest of the
river Ohio: and by an act passed on the seventh
day of August, one thousand seven hundred and
vighty-nine, entitled “An act to provide for the
government of the Territory Northwest of the
river Ohio:™ and  the ihabitants thereof shall
be entitled to, and enjoy all and singular the
rights, privileges, and  advantages, granted  and
secured to the people of the Territory of the
United sStates Northwest of the river Ohio, ry
the aaid ordinance,
see, 3. And be it furtiher enacted, That the
officers for the said Territory, wha, by virtie of
this act. shall be appointed by the Precident of
the United States, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, shall respectively exercise the
same powers, perform the same duties, and receive
for their services the same compensations as ty the
ordinance aforesaid, and the laws of the United
States, have been provided and established for
similar officers in the Indiana Territory. And the
duties and emoluments of the Superintendent of
Indian Affairs shall be united with those of Gov-
ernor: Provided. That the President of the United
States shall have full power, in the recess of Cons
gress, to appoint and commission all officers herein
authorized, and their commissions shall continue
in force until the end of the next session of
Congress.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That so much
of the ordinance for the government of the Tor.
ritory of the United States Northwest of the Ohio
river, as relates to the organization of a General
~+ Assembly therein, and prescribes the powers there-

Document 12

Dividing Indiana Territory, 1809

Fronn, Hubert 31 Hawkins, compiler, fdienas Hoad to
Stateliood tndiapapobis: Indiana Historieal Bureau, 1960},

of, shall be in force, and operate in the Hinois
Territory, whenever  satisfactory  evidence  shall
be given to the Governor thereof that such is the
wish of a majority of the freeholders, notwith.
standing there may nob be therein five thousand
free. male inhabitants of the age of twenty-one
years and  upwards: Provided, That until there
shall be Tive thousand free ale inhabitants of
twenty-one years and upwards in said Territory,
the whole number of representatives to the General
Agsembly shall not be Jess than seven, nor more
than nine, ta be apportioned by the Governor to
ral counties in the said Territory, agreeably

,,,,, in the
to the numher of free males of the age of twentys
one years and upwards, which they may respecs
tively contain,

Sec. b And be qt further enaeted, That nothing

e s

in this act contaned shall be construed s as in
any manner o affect the government now in foreo
m o the Indiana Territory, Surther than to pro-
hibit the exercize thereof within the Hinods Ter.
ritory, {rom and after (he aforesaid First day of
March next.

See. B, And be it further enacted, That all
sutts, process, and  proceedings, which, on the
firal dlay of Mareh nest, <hall be pending i the
court of any county which shall be included within
the il Territory of Hlinois, and also all suits,
oand proveedings, whivh, on the said first
day of March next, shall be pending in the general
vourt ol the Indiana Territory, in consequence of
any writ of removal, or order for trial at bar, and
which had been removed from any of the counties
included within the imits of the Torritory of H-
Hinois aforesaid. <hall, i all things coticerning the
sune, be procecded on, and judgments and decrees
rendered thereon, in the same manner as if the
sad Indina Territory had remained  undivided,

See, 7. And be jt further enacted, That nothing
in this act contmned <hall be <o construed as 1o
prevent the collection of taxes wineh may, on
the first day of March next, be due to the Tndiana
Territory on lands lying in the said Territory of
Minos,

Sec, B, And he il further enacted, That until
it shall be otherwise ordered by the Legislature of
the said Hlinows Territory, Kaskaskia, on the Mis-
sissippi river, shall be the seat of government for
the said Hineis Territory,

proes

Approved, February 3, 1809,

& m
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E

O

- Congress

Document 13

Indiana Suffrage Act, 1811

Hawkine, compiler, Indiana's Boad o
Ydtisin Hislorical Buieau, [964),

From:  Huheri H.
Htatehowd (Indianapolis:

AN ACT to extend the right of suffrage in the
Indigna Tervitory, and for olher purposes,

Be it enucted, ete. That each and every free
white male person, who shall have attained the age
of twenty-one years, and who shall have paid a
county or Territorial tax, and who shall have
resided one year in gald Territory, previous to any
general election, and be al the time of any soch
election a resident of said Territory, shall be en-
titled to vote for members of the Legidative
Council and House of Representatives of the Ter-
ritorial  Legislature, and for a Delegate to the
of the United Siates for said Tesitory,

See. 2. And be it further enacted, That the
citizens of the Indiana Tereitory, entitled to vote
for Representatives to the General Assembly there.
of, may, on the third Monday of April next, and
on the third Monday of April biennially therm
after (unless the General Assembly of said Ter.
ritory shall appoint a different day), elect one
Delegate for said Territory to the Congress of the
United States, who shall possess the same powers
heretofore granted by law to the same.

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That each and
every sheriff that now s or hereafter may be
appointed in said Territory, who shall either neg-
lect or refuse to perform the duties required by an
act, entitled “An act extending the right of suf-

frage in the Indiana Territory, and for other
purposes,”  passed o February, one  thousand
eight hundred and nine, shall be Hable to a penalty
of one thousand dollars, recoverable by action of
debt, in any court of record within the said Ter.
ritory, one-half for the use of the informer, and
the other for the use of the Territory,

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any per-
son holding, or who may hereafter hold, any office
of profit from the Governor of the Indisna Ter-
ritory, (Justices of the peace and militia officers
exeepled), shall be inslgible to, and disqualificd
to ael as a member of the Legisiative Counell or
House of Representatives for said Territory,

Sec. b, And be it further enacted, That each
and every sheriff, in each and every county, that
now is or herealler may be cstablished in said
Territory, shall cause to be held the election pre-
scribed by this act, according to the time and
manner prescribed by the laws of said Territory
and this act, under the penalty of one thousand
dollars, ta be recovered in the manner and for the
use pointed out by the third section of this act.

Approved, March 3, 1811,

Ps‘
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Document 14

Memorial for Indiana Statehood, 1815

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Hep.
fesentatives of the United States in Congress
Assembled, -

The Memorial of the Legislative Couneil and
the House of Representatives, of the Indinna
Territory, Assombled at the town of Corydon,
in the Year eighteen hundred and fifteen, in be-
half of their constituents, respeetfully Shewoth.—

That Whereas the
vidinunce of congress, for the Government, of this
Territory, has provided, “That whenever there shall
be sty thougand free inhubitants thirein, this
Territory shull be admitted into the Union, on an
equal footing with the original States.”  And
Whereas by o eensus taken hy the muthonty of the
Legislature of this Territory, it appears from the
returns that the number of free white inhabitants,
exceeds Sixty thousand, we therefore pray the
Honorable Senate and Hotise of Represeniatjves,
m congress assembled, to order an election, to bhe
conducted agreeably to the existing laws of this
Territory, to be held in the ral counties of this
Territory, on the first monday of May 1816, for
representatives to meet in convention, at the seat
of Government of this Territory the day of

1816, Who when assembled shall determipe
by a majority of the votes, of all the members
clected, Whether it will be expedient or inexpe-
dient, to go into a State Government, and if it be
determined expedient, the convention thus assem-
bled, shall have the power to form a ennstitution
and frame of Government, Or if it be deemed
inexpedient, to provide for the election of Rep-
resentatives, to meet convention, at some
future period to form a constitution.—

Al Whereas  the prople of this Territory,
male sacrifices, by settling on the
frontiers, where they have heen exposed o dangers
and hardships of almost every deseription, by
which means, the lands of the United States, have
been greatly increased in value: we feel confident,
that congress will be disposed, to grant us soven
per cent on all monies received al any of the
United States land offices, from the first day of
April 1816, for lands already sold, or hereaftor to
be sold, lying in this Territory, such per centage
to be at the disposal of this Government, in such
way as may he judged most conducive to the
General welfare. It is expected by us that the.
General Government, will be disposed to confirm

"

huzyves reat

La

From:  Habweot H, Hawking, compiler, Indita's Hoad (o
Statehood (Indisnapolis: Indiana Historienl Buevau, [RIHIN

to us her grant of township No. 2, South of Range
I1, west of the second prineipal meridian, grontod
to the lidiana Territory for the use of an Acad-
emy, also the reserved Sections 16, in that portion
of the Territory where the ndian title has nlready
been extinguished, as well as that which muy he
hereafter purchased, of the Indians, 1o be at the
disposal of the future State for the use of Schonols,
and it ig further requested and expected, that all
coal mines and Salt licks, which may be reserved
by the United States, with a sufficieney of land
fo work them 1o offect, will be granted to the
futire State, as woll where the Indian title s
relinguished a8 where it is not, as soon as sueh
religuishment s obtained by the United States,
Furthermore s it is conceived by us, that the pro-
mution of useful Knowledye, is the best Guarantee
Lo our eivil institutions, and as congress must know
something of the difficulties, of ralsing money in
new countries, for the support of universities, we
think we do ourselves but justice, in asking a
reserve of one entire township, for the support of
a college, to be located at some suitable place, on
the  United States lands in this Territory . —And
whereas in the counties of Knox Gibson and Clark,
in said Territory, a great quantity, of the lands in
saitd counties, aure claimed by private individuals,
and confirmed to them by various laws of COngress,
which lands are so located that those counties will
he deprived of the benefits from the sixteenth
Section, reserved by the laws of congress, for the
use of schools, It is therefore expected, that con-
gress Will reserve an equivalent in lands for the yse
of Schools, in said counties, in proportion to the
number of the 16th Section now the property of
individuals in said counties.= As it is deemed gesel
policy. that every State should have its S
Government as nearly central as the local situntion
ol the country will permit, and as such site Proper
for the permanent Seat, is not at this time at the
disposal of thix Teriitory, or the General Governs
ment, gt is expected That congress will, Whenever
the Indian title shall be extinguished, grant us a
township of six miles square, to be selected by
such persons, as the future state may appoint: and
whereas congress will receive the most correct
information from this body, to enable them to
proportion the number of representatives Lo the
convention in the different counties, we recom-
mend the following as proportioned to the census

i of




of sach countly, asecording to their prosent bound-
arles Lo wit.—

Wayne -
Franklin -
DMEDOE oo eervem e 1
Switzerland e 1,
Jefferson -..
194 111 1 S
Porey coeeeomomunnnnn 1,
Washinglon - by,
Hurrison - -
Knox coeooe.

And whereas the inhabitants of (his Territory,
are principally composed of emigrants, from every
part. of the union, and as various in thelr ciistoms
and sentiments, as in their persons, we think it
prudent at this Hime to sxpress to the Genergl
Government, our attachment to the fundamental
principles of Legislation, preseribed by congress
in their ordinance for the Governmenl of this
Territory, particularly as respects personal freedom
and inveluntary servitude, and hope that they may
be continued as the basis of our constitution,~—

DENNIS PENNINGTON Speaker
of the House of represernitatives

DAVID RORR president of the
Legiglative Couneil—
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Document 15

Indiana Enabling Act, 1816

An act to enable the peaple of the Indiana Pey-
rlory to form a constitution and state govern-
ment, and for the admission of such state into
the Unjon on an equal footing with the original
siates,

Be it enacted by the senate and house of ro-
presentatives of the United States of A meriea, in
congress assembled, That the inhabitants of the
territory  of Indiana be, and they are hereby
authorized to form for themselves a constitution
and state government, and to assuie such name
ds they shall deem proper; and the said state, when
formed, shall be admitted into the union upon
the same footing with the original states, in all
respects whalever,

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the
sadd state shall consist of all the territory included
within the following boundaries, to wit: bounded
on the east, by the meridian line which forms the
western boundary of the state of Ohio: on the
south, by the river Ohio, from the mouth of the
Great Miami river, to the mouth of the river
Wubash; on the west, by a line drawn along the
middle of the Wabash from its mouth, to a point,
where a due north line drawn from the town of
Vincennes, would last touch the north western
shore of the said river; and from thence by a due
north line, until the same shall intersect an cast
and west line, drawn through a point ten miles
north of the southern extreme of lake Michigan; on
the north, by the said east and west line, until
the same shall intersect the first mentioned me-
ridian line which forms the western boundary of
the state of Ohio: Provided, That the convention
hereinafter provided for, when formed, shall
ratify the loundaries aforesaid; otherwise they
shall be and remain as now prescribed by the
ordinance for the government of the territory
northwest of the river Ohio: Provided also, That
the said state shall have concurrent jurisdiction on
the river Wabash, with the state to be formed
west thereof, so far as the said river shall form a
common boundary te both.

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That all male
citizens of the United States, who shall have
arrived at the age of twenty one years, and resided
within the said territory, at least one year previous

to the day of election, and shall have paid a county
or ‘territorial tax; and all persons having in other
respects the legal qualifications to vote for rep-

Veom:  Hubert W Iawking, compiler, tndigne’s Foad o
Statehood (Indinnapolis: ndiang Historiea Hureau, 19645,

resentalives in the general assembly of the sajd
territory be, and they are hereby authorized to
choose representatives to form a convention, who
shall he apportioned amongst the several counties
within the said territory, according to the appuor-
tionment made by the legislature thereol, at their
lust session, to wit: from the county of Wayne,
four representatives; from the county of Franklin,
five representatives; from the county of Dearborn,
three representatives; from the county of Switzer-
land, one reprosentative: from the county of Jeffoy.
50N, three representatives; from (he counly of
Clark, five representatives; from the county of
Harrison, five representatives; from the county of
Washington, five representatives: from the cotinty
of Knox, five representatives: from the county of
Gibson, four representatives; from the county of
Posey, ovne ropresentalive; from the county of
Warrick, one representative; from the county of
Perry, one representative. And the election for the
representatives aforesaid, shall be holden on the
sccond Monday of May, one thousand eight
hundred and sixteen, throughout the several
counties in the said territory: and shall be con-
ducted in the same manner, and under the same
penalties, as prescribed by the laws of said ter-
ritory, regulating elections therein for members of
the housc of representatives.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the
members of the convention, thus duly elected he,
and they are hereby authorized to meet at the
seat of the government of the said territory, on
the second Monday of June next, which conven-
tion, when met, shall first determine, by a majority
of the whole number elected, whether it be, or
be not expedient, at that time, to form a con-
stitution and state government, for the people
within the said territory, and if it be determined
to be expedient, the convention shall be, and here-
by are authorized, to form a constitution and
state government: or if it be deemed more ox-
pedient, the said convention shall provide by or-
dinance for electing representatives to form a con-
stitution, or frame of government; which said rep-
resentatives shall be chosen in such manner, and
in such proportion, and shall meet at such time and
place, as shall be prescribed by the said ordinance,
and shall then form, for the people of said ter-
ritory, a constitution and state government:
Provided, That the same, whenever formed, shall
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he republican, and not repugnant to those articles
uf the ordinanee of the thirteenih of July, one
thousand seven hundred and eighity-seven, which
are declared to b irrevocable between the orlginal
states, and the people and staies of the Lerritory
northwest of the river Ohio; excepting so much of
said arlicles as relate Lo the boundaries of the
states therein Lo be formed,

See. b, And be it further enacted, ‘That until
the next general census shall be taken, the said
state shall be entitled to one representative in the
house of representatives of the United States.

See, 6. And be it further enacted, That the
following propositions be, and the same are hereby
offered to the convention of the said territory
of Indiana, when formed, for their free aeceplunce
or rejection, which, if accepted by the convention,
shall be obligatory upon the United States,

First,  That the section numbersd sixteen, in
every township, and when such section has been
sold, granted or disposed of, other lands, equiva-
lent thereto, and most cortiguous to the same,
shall be granted to the inhabitants of such town-
ship for the use of schools,

Second, That all salt springs within the said
territory, and the land reserved for the use of the
same, together with such other lands as may, by
the president of the United States, be deemed
necessary and proper for working the said salt
springs, not exceeding, in the whole, the quantity
contained in thirtysix entire sections shall be
#ranted to the said state, for the use of the people
of the said state, the same to be used under such
terms, conditions, and regulations as the legisla-
ture of the said state shall direct; provided the
said legislature shall never sell nor lease the same,
for a longer period than ten years at any one time,

Third, That five per cent of the net proceeds of
the lands lying within the said territory, and which
shall be sold by Congress from and after the first
day of December next, after deducting all expenses
incident to the same, shall be reserved for making
public roads and canals, of which three-fifths shall
be applied to those objects within the said state,

under the direction of the legislature thereof,

and two-fifths to the making of a road or roads
leading to the said state under the direction of
Congress.

Fourth. That one entire township, which shall
be designated by the president of the United
States, in addition to the one heretofore reserved
for that purpose, shall be reserved for the use of
a seminary of leaming, and vested in the legisla-
ture of the said state, to be appropriated solely
to the use of such seminary by the said legislature.

Fifth. That four sections of land be, and the
same are hereby granted to the said state, for the

- purpose of fixing their seat of government there-

on, which four sections shall, under the direction
of the legislature of said state, be located at any
time, in such township and range, as the legisl-
ture aforesaid may select, on such lands ns may
hereafter be acquired by the United States, from
the hidinn tribes within the soid tereitory: Pro-
vided, That such locations shall be made prior
to the public sale of the lands of the United
States, surrounding such location: And provided
always, That the five foregoing propositions,
herein offered, are, on the conditions that the

,,,,, soid state shall provide by an
ordinance irrevocable, withoul the consent of the
United States, that every and each tract of land
sold by the United States, from and after the
first day of December next, shall be and remain
exempt from any tax, laid by order or under
any authority of the state, whether for state,
county or township, or eny other purpose what
aver, for the term of five years, from and after
the day of sale.

[Approved, April 19, 1816]

ings by James

.. Jonathan . ; s Forbes
Courtesy Robert’ Wallace and Indiana Historical Bureau
Jennings served as first governor of the state of Indiana.




The following bibliography on the 1787 North-
west Ordinance has been prepared cspecially four
sccondary school teachers of American history,
povernment, and civies.  These books and iournal
articles might be used by tenchers as background
reading in preparation for teaching lessons in this
volume,  They mighl also be assigned as exira
reading by students interested in extending their
knowledge of ideas treated in these lessons,

A fow items in this bibliography include an ED
number, which identifics them as resources in the
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fiche or paper copies from the ERIC Document
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Alexandria, Virginia 22304,  Abstracts and de-
seriptive Information on these ERIC documents are
published in Resources in Education (RIE). Most
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Seal of the Btate of Indiana
Bath the 1816 and 1851 Indiana Constitutions provide for
a state seal to be “kept by the Governor for official pur-

poses.

It was not until 1963, however, that the General

Asgembly gave legal sanction to the traditional design and

provided an official deseription,

Versions of the pioneer

seene have heen used on Indinna seals sinee territorial days

and are Tound on official papers as carly s 1801,

The

Heal of the State of Indiana is an instrument of authority

and by its use official documents are attested.

By histor

ical tradition, where the device resides becomes the seat

of state goveinmont,
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