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displays acccmpany this report. Some statistics are broken down into
groups which reflect the educational level of the respondents. The
research methods are summarized and procedures are given for ordering
the poll. (VM)

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
* from the original document.



THE 18th ANNUAL GALLUP POLL OF THE PUBLIC'S ATTITUDES
TOWARD THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

ALEC M. GALLUP

“pEAMISSION TO REPRODUGE THIS _ U.8, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
MATEBIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY Office of Educational Rasaarch and Improvame s
. EDUCATIONAL RESOURGES INFORMATION
¢ CENTER (ERIC)
ﬁ'mg documant has been reproduced as

aceived from the parson ar arganization
ariginating it

O Minor changes have begn mads 1o improve
reproduction quality.

é]
=
WD
Ay
[ ]
=
B

TG THE EDUCATIONAL RESDHﬁEES « Points ol view of opinjons stated inthis decis
¥ ment do not necessarily represent oificial

INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).” OERI position or policy.
o BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



OF - -HE PUBLIC'S ATTITUDES
TOWARD THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

. BY ALEG M. GALLUP
| p Fﬂll nf the Fublics Aﬂltudés Tﬂward tha F‘ubllc Schnuls isa canhnumg source of relias

” he annual F‘hi Délta l{appa!G
“ble mfarmatmn EG i g

: sél:vésf as’a national: ban himark agalnst whlch local aﬂltudas can be measured.
1elo usa questmns askad in the F'DKJGallup survays The quesnans are nut cupynghted Muraaver )
vance af the: cannns of. accuracy and completenass of quntahun

.Phi Dalta K’appa s}Disserninatinn Division, assisted by the Gallup Qrganizatinn is prapared tu halp schgnl districts and ather
local B ation' questions. For details about this service, write or telephone Neville Robertson,
inn nf Inncwativa ngrams, Fhi Delta’ I{appa, P. O, Box 759 Elunmlngtan, IN 47402,

. Ques"mns fur th|s year 5 PD“ were soli ,ed frum the 59 EhlEf state s:hnnl nffncers of the U.S., some 30 of whom respunded '
5t marized, the following panal rated their value for the benefit af the Gallup staff: Harold Black-
. ] ‘ansas; Gus A. Crenson, Director, Public Information and Publications, State Department
of Educatlcm" Marylan-:l obert L. Erunalls, Commissioner of Education, New Hampshire; Herbert J. Grover, State. Superinten- -
" dent of Schools, Wisconsin; Bill Honig,’ Supgrmtendent of Public Instruction, California; Charles McDaniel, State Superinten-
_dent of Public’Instruction; Eenrgla. Alice' McDonald,-Superintendent of Public Instruction, Kentucky; Tom ‘MzNeal, State Su- :
penntendant of Schools; West Virginia; and Margaret A; Smith, Secretary of Education, Pennsylvania. Myron Lleberman nuw- .

. Professor of Educatlon at the leverﬁty of F'Ennsylvanla, also critiqued the question summary.
A — Stanley M. Elam, Ccﬁrdmatnr

Phi Delta Kappa Dpiniun F'alls

o Puhil: Nﬁnpu [
Natlonal No Chlldren School . School
: Tolals = In School Parents Paranis
Mast Tmp ortant Probl ms Facmg : % % % %
Local’ Pubhc Scl ,,tmls in 1986 - o — 3
Large schools/
Fnr the first time in thns survay s 1Esyear hlstury. the LI S. overcrowding 5 4 8 5
public has identified drug use by students as the most im- Teachers' lack of ) i :
interest 4 4 7 -
portant problem facing the public schools. More than half of Lack of respect fo
C pact for
our respondents mention either drugs (28%) or dlsmplme teachars/other
_ (24%), which was rated most important in 16 of the 17 previ- students 4 4 4 3
: “ous polls. (In 1971 “lack of proper financial support” was Parants’ lack of intarest 3 3 s 3
considered the most important problem.) Our best-educated ,mggra“m,bu‘;,;’g 3 p 3 3
réspandems those with college degrees — continue to Crimefvandalism a 3 3 1
perceive discipline rather than drugs as the schools’ most Pupils’ lack of interest/ B .
. important problem. The margin Is substantial, 30% to 18%. truanc 8 3 2 1
Other - differences in-perception b lation groups are Problems with adminis-
ar erences i p ption by.population groups tration 2 2 3 5
shown in the secgnd :haﬂ bélﬁw Fighting - 2 2 2 .
Mismanagement of
The questinn funds/programs 1 1 1 3
What do you thlnk are the blggest problems with Communication
which the publiz schools in this i:ﬂmmun!ty must _ problams 1 1 1 3
deal? Lack of nesded ]
Publlc Nonpubllc Looachers 1 1 1 2
National No Children School  Scheel et épé *Pe ; 1 1 2
Tﬁ;:h In Sgbhuul Fm;aﬁnts ngzmg Transportation 1 1 P 1
; ’ i Teacher strikes 1 1 1 1
—_— — - Too many schools/
Use of ﬂﬂ;gs . 28 28 27 22 ﬂééllﬂlﬁg anrallment 1 i 1 *
. Lack of discipline 24 24 23 26 Parents’ involvameant in i
- Lack of proper finangial ) school activities 1 1 1 *
f support. 1" 9 15 14 Thera ara no
- Poor eurriculum/poor prablams 2 2 4 3
. standards a 7 to 11 . Miscelianeous [:] < 4 &
Difficulty in getting Don't know 11 13 4 5
good teachers [ 8 6 5 e
loral standards/dress *Lass than one-half of 1%. 7
: _cﬂde 5 5 s 11 (Figuras add to more than 100% because of multiple answers.)
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Differences In Problem Penceptions -
Amorg Population Groups

pasitiva ‘abuut théir chlldren s schcmls than about tha Im:al ‘

scha@l thair alqest chilr: aﬂande: The diﬁeré*'lca favarlng a

Use of Drugs - Lack of Diacipline
g P | )
NATlﬁHAL TOTALS 28 24
Sax '
Man 7 24
Woman 29 23
' Whhﬁ 27 a4
Nonwhite . az 21
. 18 - 29 yaars 27 12
i .30-49 years 28 29
Lo E 50 and over 3] 29
- Community Slze :
1 million and ever 256 23
. 500,000 - 999,999 34 24
50,000 -'499,999 25 23
2,500 - 48,999 K] 23
Undar 2,500 26 25
Central city 27 24
Education
College 23 24
; Graduate . 18 . 30
Incomplete 26 20
ngh achool ] 24
Graduate 28 a5
incomplate a9 22
- Grade school 24 19
320 a7
18 29
25 2
H 22
a3 19
28 29
27 22
- 28 23
27 20
Parents Dlst:n ish. Between

‘Lacal Sf:hpg]s’ and Schools

schoold ag'a group. Thus parents may regard drugs and dis-
“'cipline as prablems in'the local public schools but not in the

23% for discipline., .

- Drugs are’ per aived as a mare ser_iaus prublam by par-
ant' of high school child en than by parents of elementary,
.. Similarly,” ‘parents whose oldest children
\ ‘aca 'amically are
samewhat .rm:ra Iikely than a!her parants to see drugs as
the most important prablam facing the publlc schaals. -

Tha questian'

'

‘ WHat da yeu th!nk are thg biggest prablgms wlth

which the schoal your oldest child aﬂends must
deal?

School Own " Local -

Chiid Attands Schools:
% L
Usa afdrug' S 18 27
Lack @f dlsElpllﬁE 15 23
r financial support 8 1§
. a
Poor eurriculum/poor standards 7 10
Parenis’ lack of interast 4 5
Teachers' lack of interest 4 6 .
B3 O 4 5
Difficulty in geﬂlng good teachers a [
Puplls' lack of iterast/fruancy 3 2
Drinking/alcoholism 3 5
Lack of naeded teachars 3 1
Lack of respect for taachers/other
students - * 3 4
Fighting 3 2
Parents’ involvement in scheol )
activities - 3 1
There are no problams ] 4
Miscellaneous 24 24
Don't know 12 4

(Flgurss add to ﬁiara than 100% because of rnultlpla answers.)

NATIONAL TOTALS %
3 & 8 B 8

i

=]

Parents’  Integration/ - .F
Luck of Busing
Iinterest
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Suppcsrt far AnuaDmg Measmes
In Local Schools -

' nat ) five meas‘ures for
dealing with the d bli I
Nlne in 10 sup|

as repor ed in earll-

: f J_s’tudents :

irugs mlght
raspandems

somewhat mora likely tc: faver lncker ssarghas ancibstan-
. Ity more likely to favor urinalvsis than are whitgs; but they.
are lass likely to, favor expulsinn ‘of, g'users from schoaol.
Gﬂllega-educated “and uppar—lnmme respondents are
-~ somewhat more likely fo favor use of school funds for treat-
", ing'driig users thah are their Iessﬁéducsted and less finan-
v cially well-off counterparts.

. The qusstlan

Thls card" llsts varlaug ways to dasl -with the
problem of drugs in the public schocls. As | read
off each one of these plans, would you tell me
whether yotu would favor or oppose lis use In the
public schools In your commuility?. )

) Public Nonpubllc
National Mo Childreri Sechonl Bchool
Totals in School Parents Parants
Haqulr!ng lnﬂm:ﬂﬁn
for alf students In
the dangers of drug
abuso.

" Favor a0 80 9 a2
Oppose - 8 [ ;] 5
Don't knew 4 4 a 3

_ Parmitting sxpulsion
of studsnts who ara
eaught using drugs
Ir achool bulldings
€ school
g a.idg! -
Favor 78 77 a8 82
Gppasa 186 16 14 17
I:arlt know [} 7 5 1
v Gz ot school funds
© to provide counsel-
. Ing and treatment for
~ students who use
drugs. :
Eavor ’ . [=3:] [=::] 70 . B3
Oppose 25 28 24 18

- Don't know -] 6 & 1

Publiz Nonpublic

National No Childron Schoel School
Totals In School  Parents  Parents
% % % %
Parmitting toachers or
- - sghoo) authorltles tc
‘anarch lockers or
parsonal property i
-they suspect drugs,
. without obtaining a
 -court-lasued search
- warraat. : .
‘Favor ) 67 67 67 7
Oppaose 28 28 30 21
Don't knaw- R -1 5 3 1
Testlng students for
~ drug use by
urinatyala.
Faver . 49 49 49 49
Oppose 44 44 43 48
Don’t know 7 7 B [

Grad;ng the Pﬁbhc Schnnls
- And Their 'I'eachers

The 1986 survey lndicatés that thé ﬂublic schools are per-
celved as favarably- as In 1934 and 1985, -when they

Fony—ana per«:ent o Amarlcans rate the. public schauls h:--:

cally (in"*'this community*’) as" éither !

Similarly, 28% of the public give the publlc schmls na-. -’
tionally, either.an A or B — the hlghest grade smce this o
measyrement was initiated in 1981.° :

Teachers racelve an A or B from almust half af the public-
(43%), a figure statistically equivalém to last year's 49%,
which raprésented the highest. ratmg recorded sim:e tha
measurement was initiated.in 1981.- v

Administrators are graded A or E by about four in. 10
members of the public (42%), a somewhat lower figure than
last year's record 48% but higher than the low point of EE% :
recorded at the beginning of the Eighties. -

Last year, for thefirst time, and again this year, publu; =
schaol parents were asked to grada the schools their oldest -
child attended, in addition to the local schools. This year's
ﬂndmgs, like last year's, reveal the same phenomenon that

arises in analyzing the grades awarded to the schools na-
ticnally, as compared to the schools locally — that is, the
closer the contact, the more favorabla the pﬂrceptlun Thus
publié school parerits grade the public schools in their own

.community substantially higher than the publia schoals na-

tionally, and they rate the public schaols their own children
attend even higher than the local'schools. in the current sur-
vay, only 28% of parents give.the publh: schools, nationally,
an A or B; nearly twice as many (55%) give the local schools
an A or B, and almost two-thirds (65%) give the schools their
children attend one of thé tup ‘two gradés

The quastiuﬂ

’ Studants ‘are nﬂen glven the grades A,B,C,D,
and FAIL to denote the quality of thelf werk. Sup-
pose the public schools themselves, in this com-
munity, were graded in the same way. What grade
would you give the public schools here —
A,B,C,D, or FAIL?




Public  Nonpublic , ’ _ pomt

N ks School School A+B A B c D FAIL Know
P! Parents Parents ke % % % % % %
p % % , i - —
—_— —_—— e e — Income . ) C
A+B 4§ 5% B5 40 SAD 000 and over 54 13 . 4 a7 g a 7
A 11 - 18 11 a9 i3 ‘26 34 12 3 12
B 30 25 37 29 : 41 i0 a3 B [} 12
c 27 29 29 $10,000 - $19,999 40 3 3 25 14 4 17
s} . 1% 11 16 Under $10,000 a5 i0 25 &5 ] 7 24
FAIL 5 % 4 11 Reglon - :
Don't ks 15 = 1 4 East a0 9 30 28 11 5 19
Midwest 42 11 3 29 11 4 14
South 45 12 ‘33 28 11 5 1
Don't West az 10 27 30 12 5 16
-5 A B c D FAIL Know :
B Tosh % w WM W M National Ratings. : :
as <1 30 28 19 5 15 The publn: s rating of the schools natlunally has climbed y
stoadily since the first measurement in 1981, from 20% A
) 10 31 3 10 5 13 or 8, recorded at that time, to the hlgh pc:int of 28% regis-
“ 12 3 26 12 4 18 tered this year. '
2 11 8 28 10 5 15 The question:
a7 0 27 30 18 5 10 How about the public sshcmls Eﬂ tha natluﬁ asa
whole? What grade would you give the public
a5 5 30 a8 14 4 12 schools natlonally — A,B, C, D or FAIL?
i 45 14 31 30 11 5 9
50 ard over 2 12 30 22 9 6 2 NATIONAL TOTALS 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 1981
Gﬂml’ﬂﬂﬁm {1} B ) ) T % 5% 8 T %
1 milllaii and over a8 10 28 27 14 & 15 B . ] )
500,000 - 599,890 2 6 30 30 13 4 17 - - —
50,000 - 499,899 39 8 a1 27 12 4 18 A+B 28 27 25 19 22 20
2,500 - 49,999 46 12 34 32 8 5 2 A 3 3 2 2 2 2
Under 2,500 46 14 a3z 27 @ 4 15 B 25 24 23 17 20 18
29 4 28 3 18 7 15 c Ly 43 49 38 - A4 43
D 1 12 11 16 15 15
45 10 35 29 10 4 12 PAL _ & 2 4 8 K &
‘Graduate 51 12 39 28 7 4 10 Don't kriow @ 18 12 15 18
‘Incomplete 4G g & 30 12 5 13 7 _
High scheol 38 10 28 20 12 5 186 Grading School Oldest Chiid Attends
Graduate 39 12 27 20 13 4 15 S e
Incomplete as 5 30 30 10 7 18 Almost two-thirds of parents (65%) give the school their
Grade school 41 16 25 18 12 8 25  oldest child attends an AorB. Dnly 26% give the school a

Ratings Given the Local Public Schools

1986 1985 1984 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 1976 1975 . 1974

A [ 1% | 9% | 10% 9 8% | 9% | 10% | 8% | 9% | 11% | 13% | 13% | 18%

c 28% 30% | 35% | 32% 33% | 34% 29% | 30% | 30% 28% 28% | 28% | 21%

ERIC
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_.grade of C and 6% a D or Failing grade. If their child’s aca-
demic performance is ahove average, almost three-quarters
“of parents (73%) grade their school A or B. Even among
arents of average or balnw—average students, nearly six in
-10. (59%) give their children’s school one of the two top
“'grades. .

[ The questmn

uging the A,B,C,D, FAIL scale again, what grade
" would vou glve the school your oldest child

: attends?
. : Don't
. Publle School A+B A B € D FAlL Know
Parants % B W % b %% %
- TOTAL 65 28 37 28 4 2 3

Respondents were asked to rate teachers and adminis-

" trators on the sama A-F scale as the schools. These ratings

correspond roughly with school ratings. The summary table
below provides overall percentages.®

How Amerlcane Grade
Publle Scheol Education
A+B

Publie
Schoo! U.5. No Children
Parents FPublic In School

% % =]
Publle Schools
Nationally 28 28 28
Locally (all schools in eommunity) 55 41 36
That oldest child attends 65 - =
Where child receives .
~ above-average grades 73 = =
Public School Teachers
In local schools 60 48 43
In schoel oldest child attends 65 - -
Whnere child receives
© - above-average grades 77 - =
Public School Princlpals
and 2 dminiatrators
_in local schools 56 42 a8
Iri school oidest child attends 83 - -
Whare child receives
above-average grades 70 = =

" *Ta secura the complete Gallup report for 1986, see directions on page 16.

Raﬁng the Schcn:ls on
Su(:gess Cha:aq:tensﬂgs

Good schools- shnuld have the fallawmg u:haractenstlcs

“A.The schgul s environment should be safe and orderiy,i
N : R o

ERIC
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B. The school's principal should spend most of his or her
time helping teachers improve their teaching.

C. School administrators and teachers should have high
expectations of students and demand high achievement.

D. General agreament should exist among admiﬁistrstars,
téat:hérs and parents abuut schgal goals
iariy measured and rapnrted

Public school parents were asked to judge how accurately P
each of the above statements describes the school their ald-
est child attends: very accurately, fairly aceurately, not very .
accuratély, or not at all -accurately.  The findings are en-

‘couraging to educators. About eight in 10 parents believe

statements A and E apply very accurately or fairly accurate-
ly. About seven in 10 believe the sane about statements C
and D. About half believe statement B applies very accurate-
ly or fairly accurately. ‘

Ironically, though many pubhc schm;\! parants percaive
drugs End dlscipllne as ‘major pmbléms in the schmls thalr

schools are Either very ' or "fEIl’ly" safe and orderly.
The question:

This card lists some of the characteristics of.
gcmd sr:hm:ls As I _read nﬁ each ltem by Ieﬁer,
describes the school ynur oldest child attends —_—
very accurately, fairly accurately, not very ac-
curately, or not at all accurately?

‘:‘% & & g;;
k! %‘Z'F EQ*-F i—f - - Q
b e ) . T . ke .
%, & q‘% %%, %':-*‘F’e- 7,
Y, W Y%, Wbk BT B
%% % % %% 2% %
% % % % % %
B4 40 44 10 2 4
rogr . N _ .
maasurad rﬁp@ﬁad 80 41 a9 a 5 6
C. Staff has high ex-
peztations, demands .
achisvemant 74 a3 41 16 3 7
D. Staff, parents agree )
on school poals 70 Eal 39 14 [:] 10
B. Principal helps

teachers 54 17 37 18 B 20

ous gmups in the parant papulahun genérally reveals very
IIﬁIE dlﬁerence. bust theré were some axcepnuns Farente

whgse children are avarage or below avsrsga Paren*

.whose oldest child is in elamantary school are substantially

more likely to say that the school is safe &nd orderly than
are those whose oldest child is in high scheol.




Asked what they C

' ', want.their children, to'get

*’ "~ mention job- and fin
++. about one-third (34
- Beﬂer—paying ]ﬁ

. ge
_cantribute 16 | society (3%)

: Furthermore nonparents. rasi:tmd in \nﬁually the sarna

way as parents with_ chlldran m the public schrmls

The quasﬂun N

People hm dlﬂ‘erant raascms why thgy want
their.chiid\:n to. get an'education.’ What are thg
chlef reasnﬂs that cnms tg ynur mlnd‘?

’ ngllt: Hnnpuhllﬁ
Nntlgml - No Chlidren * Schoaol School
Totals In School Parents Parents
% W% % . %
. Job nppaﬂuﬁltlesl . .
= - better job , a4 85 a3 i8
Preparation for lifa/
- batter life . 23 22 25 a3
. Education is a neces- - :

" slty of life - 12 i2 12 - 10
Mora knowlsdge 10 10 10 11
Finanelal security/aco-

" nomic stabllity 8 1 13

"Togeta beﬂar—paying ) . )
- job -} 9 5 2
To become better :
cilizens [ ] [:] &
For a succassful life 5 4 7 6
To leamn to gat .
along paopla 4 4 3 1
For better/easier life
than parents 4 2 7 3
Spacialized tralning
. . profession ~ 4 3 4 2
Teaches person to
think/learn/un-
datstand . - 3 3 3 -]
To contribute to sociaty a 3 4 4
Personal development/
- galf-realization. 3 3 4 3
Teo bacomea self-suifi-
elant (independence) 3 3 4 3
To leamn basle skills/
fundamental Iearning
- skills. - - 3 3 3 1
“ To develop the abllity
- fo deal with aduit
" - responsibllities . 2 2 3 B
-+ For happy/happler life 2 R 2 ]
. . Creates aﬁpﬁﬂunmasl .
.- . opens doors . 2 2 2 2
"' To develop an under- ’
. stapding and appre-
= Telation for éufture. 1 2 1
;o7 Helps keap :hildran
< -out of trouble . 1 1 1 a
Social status .- -~ - 1 1 B 1 2

. school bcards, ‘moderate support (45% to 329%) for more in-

-schoois are'run.. ' The current’

. Publle Nonpublic .
Natlonal Mo Children . School School -
Totals  In School Farenta Parents
% % % % C
T:5 develop seli-
dizgipline 1 1 1 1
Yo develop basic in-
_dividual values 1 * 1 1
1 1 * 1
2 2 1 3
4 [ 3 2

“Less than one<al? of 1%6. ) )
(Figures'add to more than 100% because of multiple answers.)

Atutudes Tow ] : al |
' Inﬂuence GI!\. Plﬂ:]l(: Educaﬁon R

This survay revaals that thsre Is substantlal suppurl (57% '
to 17%)-for more infiuence.on, public schools from local:

fluence on the.part of the state governments, and strong op- .
position to' more- federal.influence on the:way.the public' ..
1" opposition to more federal .
influence (53% to 26%) Is virtually the same as that record-" - -
ed wheri the question was last asked in 1982 aﬂer tha Rea- -
gan Administration took office, - B

Parents and nﬂnparants ﬁ&\fé slmilar atmudes on thssa L

ents to upp@sa 'increased fedaral influence. . At the same 1
time, they are somewhat more Lkely.than ncnparents to fa- -
vor both increased inﬂuanca by local 5chnal bcards and by. T
the state government.. :

Various population gmups rather cansistently support in-
creased influence for local school boards, but some differ-
ences emerge on the giiestion of increased control by state - -
and fedaral government. Younger people and nonwhites are . -
more likely than others to favor it. On the other hand, better-
educated and higher-income segments of the population are
more likely to favor less influence on the part of either the
state governments or the federal government than are their
less well-educated and less well-off c::untgrparts

The question on federal influence:

Thinking abotit the future, would yau Illce the fed-
eral government In Wasnhington to have more in-
fluence, or less Infiuence, In determining the
educatlional program of the local publle schools?

NATIONAL TQTALS 1986 S 19e2
o % %

More influence 26 - 28
Less influsnca 53 54
Same as now .12 10
: 8 8

ERIC
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Huw nbaut tha statg gnvgrnmant? Wnuld yau
“llke the state’ gnv, rimient to have more Influence,
" or less Influence, In determining the adu;atlnnal
prugram ol' thn Im;al publlc sehm:ls? ’

" Nenpubllz

National -~ No Eh'liﬂ'rm . School School

Totals In Schoeal Parents - Parents

% - % e %
More influence -~ 45 48 45 a5

. Less Influsnce az i 29 - 88 38 -
- Same as now 16 8 ., 12 20
4 7

. Don't know 7 9.
‘ The questlnn on local influem:e _
How about the: local sachool board? Would you

like the local school board to have more Influence,

- ar less Influence, In-determining the educatlonal
ﬁrﬁgram of the In::sl publl; sehnnls’?

Fufblis :

Natlonal HNo Children School - - Sehool
Totals ©  [n School Parepts Parants
% % % (1]
Mora influence 57 56 - &1 55
- Less Influence .. 17 A7 15 19
' Same as now i7 : 16 19 : 19

" Don't know 2 1 ' § 7

) Financing the Public Schools

This survey raveals that. 3:3% af Americans feel that the

best way to finance the public schools is by means of state

- taxes. However, almost as many prefer federal taxes or local
pmperty taxes (24% in both. instancss)

¢ It is instructive 1o’ ralate what the public feels is the best

: saurce of funding for ‘education — federal, state, or.local tax-

.."@s — to its views on which of the three divisions of govern-

.-ment should have more influence on edusanan policy.. While

“. the publie disappraves of increased influence on the part of
. the federal governmerit by a substantial margin, it is by no
- means nppased to accepting federal.tax money. -
Thé mild ‘public: preferenice for-siate taxes supp@ﬁs the
—l;revnlutian in school funding that began in the Seventies, To-
- day, state' sources generally yield more money for public
-schools .than do local taxing units,’ thou gh thara are’ graat
ariations amang the states. " .
: A;Dasplte the. public:s professed, dasire for better schcals,
’ ased local taxes for.improving public edu-

ould ‘be’ willing: to - pay - r
uthorities say they are needed. ‘This is raughly *ha same
en:entage as’ raparted in.these suways aver the past 15

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Nenpublle

,a—third (37%) af Amariesns :

Resistance to increased taxes also surfaces when Ameri-

..cans are asked specifically whather they would favor or op-

pose increased property taxes or federal income taxes to im-
prove publlc education. Only one-third would be willing to

pay rmore’ property -taxes, and only: ‘'one-fourth would in-- -
crease income taxes. In fact, as answers to our last finance -
*_question show; the only support for Increases comes for tax-

" @s on aleehol and cii:

ttes and an intreased percentage
of the take from state iotteries, now-held In 23 states. .
The quastlan i réferreﬂ ways of ﬁnam:ing schmls

Thara is alwsys alotof discu n about the best
way to finance the public . scheols. Which do.you
think Is the best way to finance the public schools: -
by means of locai property taxes, by state taxes,
or by taxes from the federal government In Wash-«
ington? T

Public . - -Hjan'pijbllé. '

National ~No Ghildren School - School
Totals In School  Parsnts  Parents
% % % % ’

Local property taxes 24 .22 28 .22
State taxes 33 34 32 a6
Yaxes from federal ) ) o v
government . 24 23 - - 28 22
0

Don't know 19 21 12

The questlnns on kngwlsdge of actual saurcas of public
school support; . . :

nance the pub 5 scheals come. frnm. from: lm;al
property taxes, from state taxes, or from the feder- .
al government In Washington? And what do you
think Is the second largest snurcé‘?

Public  Nonpubllc

National No Children School ©  School
Totala In Scheol  Parents Parents

% % % . %

Local property taxes 45 19 c44 18 44 19 48 23

State taxes 30 42 30 43 a1 39 38 34

Taxes from fadergl

government i1 22 i0 20 14 26 4 19
17 16 18 i1 18 14 24

Don't know 14

Suppasa the local public schuals sald they
needed much more money. As you feel at this
time, would you vote to raise taxes for this pur-
pose, or would you vote agalnst Falslng taxes for

thls purpnse‘?



.Public  Nonpublic
Natienal  No Children  School School
Totals . In Scheol® - Parents  Parents
% % % %
For ralse In taxes az 34 45 . 38
" Against raize in taxes 52 54 46 &1
No opinion 1 2 9 1

Financisl Support of the Public Schools
Favor Ralsing Opposed to

Taxes Ralzing Taxes Don't Know

5% 5% %

. 1986 survay ar 52 11
1985 survay 38 52 i0
1984 survey 4 47 12
1983 survay ag 52 g
1981 survay’ a0 60 10
1972 survey 38 56 8
1971 survay 40 52 a
1970 survay a7 66 7
1989 survay 45 49 B

The qﬁestian on préferred type of tax for school support:

Many states have’ recantly passed school Im-
provement: iegisiation that requlres additiona!
financlal expenditures. if your state neaded to
ralse more money for the publi¢ schools, wguld
you vote for or against.the following pr@pgsals'?

Fuhli: Hunpubll:

Hmlanal No Childron  School  School
Totzls in School Parants Parents
% o B % %
Increasad alcoholic
baverage taxes? .
Favor . - 78 78 a2 79
Opposa 18 18 7 20
Don’t know : . 3 4 i 1
In:mallng the par-
centage of state lottery
moneay that goes 1o
support public schools
In thosa states with a
state lottery?
Favur . 78 77 81 69
Oppose 10 9 i2 22
Don't xnow 12 14 7 ]
incroased clgarette and
tobacco taxes?
Favor K 74 74 74 79
appdsa ) N 22 21 25 20
Don't know 4 5 1 1
faerg 1sed local property
taxes?
Favor 33 31 ] a
Opposa 60 61 &6 €3
Don't know - 7 B 5 [:]
Increasad gasoline
. taxes?
Favor 28 i 28 25 29
Oppose 67 67 (=] 70
Den't know ' 5 5 3 1
Increased Iﬁﬁpma )
taxes? .
Favor . . 27 25 <] 26
Oppoze B : ] ' &7 65 Bg

Don’t know 7 a T4

"and uncertainty is more prevalent — among older, less-well-

Atutudes Abnut AIDS

Two-thirds of the public would permlt thair children to at-
tend school with a student who has AIDS. Porhaps surpris-
ingly, the latest Gallup survey not only found an extraor-
dinarily high leval of public awareness of the disease (98%) .
but a very small proportion (6%) of the publle who mistaken- -
ly believe that a person can contract AIDS risrely by baing B
in a public place with' someona who has it. .

The findings for this question only are based on telephcne
interviews with 1,004 adults, age 18 and older, conducted in" -
scientifically selected localities acruss the, us. during the
period of 710 March 1986, ;

Only cne-sixth (17%) of those who would rot allow. thair )
children to attend clssses with an AIDS victirn bslieve that
while 59% of this group voice the appaaite npinion El‘!d 24% S
are undecided. o

Aithough substantial majanties in Call key populatn:n -
groups believe correctly that AIDS cannot be contracted by -

casual contact, this feeling is somewhat less prevalent — -

educated, and leas—affluant people. Similarly, persons from
these groups (which are highly interrelated) are ‘less likely ™
than their counterparts to-say that they would’ parmlt thenr :
children to atterid classes with a child who. has AIDS: - '

- This question was asked first: “Have you heard or read -
about the disease.called AIDS — Acquired Immune Defi- -
ciency Syndrome?” Those who answered yes — an over-
whelmmg 98% of the public — waere then asked the follow-
ing guestions.

The first question:

Do yoau belleve a person can get AIDS by being
ina emwded place with someone who has it?

Casual Transmigsion of AIDS
{Based on aware group)
Can Be Transmitted Cannot Be Not Sure
% %

NATIONAL TOTALS & 81 13
Sex

Mean 7 78 14

Wamen 4 83 13
Race .

White 5 a2 .18

Nonwhite 10 79 1
Age

18 - 29 years 8 88 [

30 - 49 years 5 86 9

50 and over 5 73 22
Educatlon

Collage graduates 2 a1 7

College incomplete & a7 8

High school graduates 5 82 13

High sehool incomplete 11 g2 27
Heglon

East 3 B8 i

Midwast <) 81 13

South 6 77 17

Wast ] 83 11

ERIC
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P ; :
U you had Ehlldran of this age, would ynu permlt
_ them to attend classes with a child wht: had AIDS,
“or not?
Farmnghllgl to Attend School
__ With AIDS Victim? -
(Based on aware group)

Yas No Not Sure
% % %
NATIONAL TOTALS &7 24 g8
Sex
Man 66 £7 7
Wamen 87 22 11
- Race
White &7 24 ]
Nonwhite 84 27 2]
Age-
18 = 28 yaars 64 29 7
30 - 49 years 69 23 8
50 and over 65 23 12
Education
. College graduates - 72 19 g
Caollage incomplate &8 23 9
High school graduates 68 23 2]
. High sehool incomplsta 57 35 8
- .".-Reglon A
East 64 27 ]
Midwest &89 20 11
South : 63 27 10
Waest 72 22 -]

~Support fm' Smcter Grade Pmmaucm/

High School Graduation Requlrements

To ascertain how .the public feels about toughening re-

. quirements for grade promotion and for high school gradua-

tion, as has-been’recommended in national education
reports, respondents were: asked a series of questions.
Those who supported stricter graduation requirements were

.- asked whether they would do s0 If it meant that substantially
- fewer students would. graduate. Finally, respondents were
- asked which of three proposals they preferred for dealing

with those siudants wha :auld not meet graduatian re-

" The é{.lrvey revaals that Americans strongly favor stricter
requirements for .both grade ' promotion. and high school
graduation,-and by. wrtually identical margins: 72% to 6%
and 70% to 5%. These findings t:nrraspand closely with the

R public's support for-testing to determine both grade promo-

tion and high school g‘raduatmn as ravaaled in_earlier sur-

,veys in thls series

The first question:

in your opinion, shouid promotion from grade to
grade in the publlc schools be made more str!t:t
than it is now or less strict? o

-~ Nonpubllc’

) Publle .
National No Chlidren  School School .-
Totals n Schoal Parants Parsnts
% . % % % :
More strict 72 72 T 70 73
Less strict 6 5 7 :
Same as now 16 16 20 16 -
Don't know 6 8 3 © B

The sacond question:

In your. npininh, shouid the requirements for
graduation from the public high schools be made
more strict than they are now or Iass strlct‘?

Fuhlli: Noﬁpubll: .

Natlonal No Ehlldr’an . Sehoal School

-Totals - In School Parenta Parants
% % 9% L33
More strict ‘ 70 71 &8 75
Less striet 5 5 7 *
Same as now 19 17 23 20
Dan't know 6 7 2 5

*Less than one-half of 1%,
The third question:

Wﬂuld you favor stricter requirements for high
school graduation even if it meant that cignificant-
ly fewer students would graduate than is now the
case?.

OPINION
PoLLs,
HE,

. “Ideologically, | guess you could say I’'m a hypocrite.”’

ERIC
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" publin. - tHonpublle
" Hational : Hn Chiidren . Schoal -~ School
_ Totals . InSchool = Parenis Parants

Yes 68 T es . 77
'NE N 23 - .22 | 28 18
9 it - 6 5

: The ﬂnal question in this serie

th:m s largest

var) and rasidents af the na-
ios” million: or-more).."
Among groups in the; parent population, it is the eollegea

s educated and thnsé whose children are above average aca-

: 'damically who are most slipportive of strlr:ter raquirer’nants

_ Thls card lists savergl ways to daal wllh lhase
" students who do not meet the requirements for
pubiic high school graduation, wmeh one of thase,
plsﬁs wauld yau pfeisr‘? : ,

: ’ : ?ub‘lr Nanﬁubll:

hlﬂﬁnll Na Chiléren School = School

* Totals in School Parents  Parents
% | G % L]

Have the high schools set

-+ ‘up a remedial program

for helping students who

", Initialhs failed to mesat’ .

= the requiramentsa for

: - high school graduation

] satigly these require-

- ' ments. This program

.- would ba auppt;rled by

. taxes, 1, . 45 44 45 53
" Have hign s:huals sat up

a remedial program for-

-+ _hélping those studants
- . who intially falled to

' meet the requirements .
for high scheol gradua-

“. tion to satisfy theae
-, . requiraments. Students

would be charged tuition

to enter this program, 27 27 30 23
Hava tha high schools

.award more than ona

kind of diploma so that

if a student cannot

meet the requirements

for a standard diploma,

he or she would still be

- awarded a lesser .

dipioma. : 18 19 19 18
Don't knaw - 9 0 ] 8
Two of tha pmpasals abave involve remedial programs to
help failing students to meet graduation requiraments: one
supported by taxes and the other paid for by student tuition.
The third pmpasal calls fur awarding a different diploma to
those who .do, 1ot mee L= "uirements ﬂf the stsndard
diplama. v : T
_ Note- that

one of the two remediai programs. Support for
; al is’ preferred by a rnargln of

hdwavar (1 9y

;- the requiremen for.the. standard degrea :

ERIC
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" titudes and. actual behavior.. i v

‘would'award a iasser'de'gree 1o those who could nnt meat :

Attitudes toward the three proposals are virtually the
same among parents of public school childrer and nonpar--
ents, as well as amﬂng t 2} varicius groups In thé total na-.
ticnal populatlan

Not c:nly have Amari K
testmg for grade promotion and high school grad .
\ avemhelming - the con em of n

in the current survey almast eight 1
public favor the' “concept” of 'ni tional ‘testing;
same |avel of suppart faund in threa prévious su vays, co

_ara nonparents :

Support for nat:unal testing gppraachés eight in 10 invi

tually evary. population segment,of the national populatior

with the single exception of these’ persons in households

with annual incomes of less than $10,000, v ;

centage in favor, ﬂf tasting falls belaw' 1]
The, questl ,

‘Would you Ilke io see the slud nts in't
schools. given national tests so. ‘that their edu
tional achievement could be ;ﬂmparad wllh stu-~
dents In nthar cgmmunmes‘? : . '
B th!le Nanpu Ic
‘Natlonal  No Chiidren’  School - s
Totals In Schoolr - Parents " Parents

% 0 % . % - %
Yes 77 7 - - 78 . B2
Ne : 18 15 ., S 17
Dan't know 7 9 . 3 - 1
_NATIONAL TOTALS

1986 1983 197 1970

% % % %w -
Yes 77 - . 75 70 75 -
Ne 186 7 21 6
No opinion 7 : 8. -] : 8 !

Tmle Spent Helpmg ’on Homavark

Survey respandents ware asked: to’ Indicate about th .

. many hours (if any) they spent helping their oldest child with. 7

his or her homework per week during the school year. Re-
sponses reveal some ineaﬁsistemles betwaen prafassed at-

af that chil—

For two decades, the publh: hss held tha b

* dren, in elementary school and in high school, do notwork. ..

hard enough: They have falt that schoolchildren — particu-

: _laﬂy high schml gtudants - shuuld, be given more thE-v



work. Moreover, tho great majority of parants say they re-
quire their children to spend time on homework on school
nights.

On the other hand, judging by the number of hours that
parents claim to help their childran with homework during an
average school week, parents seem less helpful than thay
might be. Fully one<hird of parents say they.do not spand
any time assisting their children with homework and on aver-

age spend only about 12 hours per week. This compares’

somewhat unfavorably with the 12 hours per day they re-
quire their children to spend on homework.
The quastion:

E!uring the 5chcml 'year, on average, about how

with hig or her homework?

Publle School Parents
L]

. None
Up to 1 hour

34
13
1 = 1:59 hours 17
2 = 2:59 hours 10
3-3 55 hours 7
= 5
4

5

5

& haurs or more
Undesignated

“Teachers: Tesﬁ;é Sa]aﬁes, ' éhartages

Pressing issues involving teachers were investigated in
the current survey: the public’s attitudes toward teacher
competency tests, attitudes toward teacher salary levels,
and views on strategies for attracting teachers in shortage
areas such as math, science, and technical and vocational
subjacts

As shown in three previous educatlon surveys, there is
overwhelming, acress-the-board support for teacher com-
petency testing. In the current survey, more than eight
Americans in 10 favor such tects (85%), almost the identical
percentage supporting the 1dea’ in 1979.

Interestingly, the level of support for compatency tests is
virtually the same as that for tests to prove teachers’ knowl-
- edge bafore they are awarded a teaching certificate, as

reported in the annual education surveys in 1979 and again
in 1981.

The public still feels that teacher salaries are too law an
attitude revealed on nurherous past surveys. In the current
survey, 49% of the respondents favor a teacher salary figure
higher than the salary they think teachers actually receive.
In contrast, only 14% feel that teachers should receive less
than they are thought to make. Specifically, the public thinks
that bsglnning teachers, on averags, receive $16,500 (which
is close to the actual national average) but think they da-
serve to make almost $5,000 more, or $21,000.

"On the subject of more pay for teachers, in such shortage
- .areas as math and science, the public continuas to be
. roughly divided on the idea, 48% for to 44% agalnst This

** virtually matches the proportionof support found.in 1984 but

- - shows some decline in appraval since a 1981 survéy. There
s stmng support (EE%) infavorof i lncreasmg the numhar of

Desarve higher salary

£
[15Y

college scholarships for those who agree to become
teachers in shoriage areas. Only two in 10 respondents,
hﬁWEVEF fsvnr ralaxiﬁg teachar aducstmn and céﬁlﬁcatlon

In your opirion, should experienced teachers be
periodically required 1o pass a statewide basle
competency test in thelr subject atea or areas or
not?

Public Honpublic

Katlonal Mo Chlldren Schoal Sehool

Totalz In School Parents Parants
L1 % . % L
Yes, thay should as 84 87 B7
No 11 1 11 .13
Don't know 4 [ 2 -

" Lass than ane-half of 1%.

The guestions on teacher salaries:

T his card lists various Income categories. What
do you think the annual salary should be for a be-
ginning publle school teacher In this community
with a bachelor's degree and teaching certificate?

Now, what do you think the salary actually s in
this community for a baginning teacher with a
bachelor’'s degree and teaching certificate?

" What People Think
Beginning Teachars
Are Actually Pald

What People Think
Beginning Teachears
Should Be Pald |

Salary Categorles % - %
Less than $10,000 3 3
%$10,000 - 511,999 4 7
£12,000 - $13,999 & R 12
£14,000 - £15,999 13 15
$16,000 -'$17,999 12 18
£18,000 - $19,999 16 11
$20,000 - 324,599 19 [
$25,000 - $29,899 8 3
%£30,000 and aver -] 2
Don't knaw - 13 25

Average salary deserved: $21,300
Median salary desarved: $19,500

The chart below treats these data in another way:

L Public  Nonpublic

Natlenal HNo Chlidren School Sehool

Totals In Echool  Parents  Parsnts
% % % %

than parcaived a8

being pald - 43 47 55 56
Daserve lower salary

than perceived as

being paid | 14 14 15 8
Desarve same salary B

as parcalved 10 g 10 13
Dan't know - . 27 a0 20 23

ERIC
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Population groups most likely to fesl that teachers are un-
derpaid are college graduates, those in the highest income
category, younger people, and those living in the center
cities. For example, among persons in the over-$40,000 an-
nual income category, 69% feel that teachers are underpaid
compared to only 9% who say the opposite. Comparable
figures for college graduates are 67% to 7%:; for persons
under 30, 58% to 16%; and for those living in the center
citias, 57% to 14%. .
There is one important regional difference: 44% of West-
ern respondents think beginning teachers should be paid
$20,000 or more. The comparable figure for the East is
290, for the Midwest 31%, and for the South 31%.

The first-question on teacher shortages:

Today there Is a shortage of teachers In sclence,
math, technical subjects, and vocational subjects.
If your local schools needed teachers in these sub-
jects, would you favor or oppose paying them
higher wages than teachers of other subjects?

Public Nonpublic

National No Chlidren Schoal School

Totals In School Parents Parenis
% % "% %

Favor 48
Oppose 44
Don't know B

48 54
47 43
5 <

wﬁﬂ {

NATIONAL TOTALS

1984 1981
% %

e
-]
-3
o

Faver
Oppose
No epinion

-+ -

. 48
43
g

B

The quest~n on strategies for reliaving shortages:

if your local schoois needed teachers in sclence,
math, technical subjects, and vocational subjects,
would you faver or oppose these proposals?

Public Nonpublic

Natlonal No Childran School  Scheol
Totals In School Parents Parents
9% 9% L] %

Increasing the number of
scholarships to coilege
students who agree to
entar teacher tralning
programs in these
subjecta? |
Favor -~ a3 81 a8 89
Oppase 11 11 g 11
Don't know [:] g.
Relaxing teacher educa-
tion and certification
plans so mors people
could qualify to
teach thage subjects?

“~Less than one-half of 1%,

Public Nonpublie

National No Children School  Schod!
Tolals In School Parenta Parants
% % % 36

Favor ig i8 19 3
Oppase 74 73 77 &7
Don't know 8 g 4 2

YL

When Should Children Begin School?

To find out what Americans consider the right age for chil-
dren to start attending publicly supported schools, respon-
dents to the 1986 survey were asked two sets of questions.
The first set asked at which class level children should begin
school, and since this weuld depend directly on the age of
the child, the second set investigated the public’s views on
the appropriate starting age. ,

Specifically, respondents were asked whether tax-sup-
ported kindergarten should be made available to all parents
who want it for their children. Then they were asked whather
kindergarten should be made compulsory. The age ques-
tions sought to determine whether the public would favor or
oppose starting school at age 4, a year earlier than is tradi-

tional, and, if this idea was rejected, what the public felt was
the right age for children to begin school.

The findings reveal overwhelming support for making kin-
dergarten available as a regular part of the public school
system; eight in 10 respondents favor doiing so. Almost as
large a proportion (seven in 10) favor compulsory kinder-
garten.

On the other hand, the public opposes, by more than 2-1
(64% to 29%), having children start school at age 4. This
finding reveals no attitude change since the early Seventies,
when the same question was asked.

An important exception to the negative response to start-
ing school at age 4 appears among nonwhites, howaver, A
majority of nonwhites (55%) favor starting public school chil-
dren at age 4; only about one-third (35%) oppose the idea.

The first question:- - .

A proposal has been made to make kindergarten
available for all those who wish it as part of the
public school system. The program would be sup-
ported by taxes. Would you favor or oppose such
a program In your school district?

Nenpubile
Natlorial Ho Childran School School
Totals In Sehool Parents Parants
% % % %

Publle

Favor 80 77 886 78
Oppose : i3 14 - 10 i2
Dan't know 7 9 4 10




The second question:

Some educators have proposed that kindergar-
ten be made compulsory for all children before en-
tering first grade. Would you favor or oppose such
a program in your school district?

Publle Nonpublle
Natienal No Chlldren School School
Totals in School Parents Parents
% % % L
Favor 71 68 BO 80
Oppose 22 24 16 17
Don't know 7 B 4 3

The third question:

Some educators have proposed that young chil-
dren start school a year ezrlier, at the age of 4.
Does this sound like a good ldea or not?

Fublle Nonpublie
Natlonal No Children Schoal School
Totals In School Parents Parants
% % % %
Yég, good idea 29 29 27 29
No 64 &2 70 67
Don't know 7 g 3 4
NATIONAL TOTALS
1986 1973 1972
% L] %
Yas, good idea 25 30 30
No 64 64 64
Don't know 7 & ]

The final question:

At what age do you think children should start

school?
Publle Honpublle

National  No Chlidren School Sehool

Totals In School Parents Parents
% % % %
4 ysars (or under) 29 29 27 29
5 years 41 40 44 42
6 years i8 18 20 23
7 years (or ovar) 2 1 2 *
No opinion 10 12 7 5]

*Loss than one-half of 1%.

The findings concerning what the public feels is the class
level at which public school children should start school,
cross-tabulated with the age at which they should begin,

- shows the following dlstrlhutiaﬁ of praferences:

ERI
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(Compulsory) Kindergarten at 5 34

(Compulsory) Kindergarten at 4 23
(Compulsory) Kindergarten at 6 10
{Compulsory) First grade at 6 9
(Compulzory) First grade at 5 [
(Compulsory) First grade at 4 4

Mo apinion i4

*Most common arrangement.

The Right to Choose
Chﬂdrens School

Although two out of three parents (68%) would like to have
the right to choose the loeal schools their children attend,
relatively few — one in four — would teke advantage of this
right if it were available,

Interestingly, the percentage who would select a different
school for their children (24%) corresponds roughly with the
percentage of paréﬂts' who rata thalr Ehlidl’EnE schools as

Graups most in favor of the nght to choose are women, par-

ents of elementary school children, and those whose chil-

dren are average or below average in academic standing.
The first question:

publl(: schools your children sﬂend in this com-
munity? .

Publle Sehool Parents Yes No Don't Know
% % %

TOTAL 68 25 7
Sex

Man 62 33 ]

Women 73 i8 8
Educatlon '

College &9 23 B

High school 67 28 5
Occupatlon )

White collar 64 27 L)

Blue collar 69 25 6
QOldest Chiid Attends

High schoal’ 85 28 7

Elemantary school 72 23 5
Oldest Child's Class Standing

Abova average [-1:] 29 5

Avarage or below 72 21 7

The second question:

If you could choose your chlldren’s schools
among any of the public schools In this communil-
ty, would you choose the ones thay now attend or
different ones?

13
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Same Differant
ax Now Ones Don't Know
% % %

Publle School Parsnts

TOTAL &5 24 11
Sex )

Man 76 14 10

Women 56 32 12
Educstion

Collega &5 24 11

High school €8 23 9
Occupation

White collar 63 26 11

Blua collar 70 22 8
Oldeat Chlld Attenda

High schoo! i €2 1]

Elsmantary school 70 21 9
Oldest Chiid's Class Standing

American attitudes toward the nation's nonpublic schoals
— i.e., both the parochial and the independent of private

_ schools — were investigated in the 1986 survey in the follow-

ing areas: o

« the public’s support of or opposition to the use of
government tax funds to help the nation's parochial schools
- - and correspondingly to assist the private or independent
schools; R .

» public support of or opposition to-the adoption of the
voucher system in this country; T e

» parents’ interest in sending their children to private or
parochial schools, if they had the nacessary means; and

« parents’ acceptance or rejection of a specific voucher
proposal that would provide $600 a year to enrall their chil-
dren in any private, parochial, or public school. -

Survey findings reveal that the public is opposed to
providing tax money to parochial schools at about the same
level as in 1981 and even more than when the question was
first asked in 1971. The public is even more negative about

_giving tax money o support private or independent schools.

Only about one-quarter (27%) - feel that the government

should provide funds for the nation’s private schools.
Analysis of responses to both questions in the current sur-

vay shows the foliowing distribution: : :

%

Eavor tax money for both parochial and private schoals’ 24
Favor tax money for parochial schoals only o 16
Favor tax monay for private schools only 3
Favor tax monay for naither parechial nor private gchools 55
Don't know C 7 -2

Americans’ support for the general concept of vouchers
is roughly divided, pro and con, ds has been the case on the
saveral occasions that the issue has been investigated in
this series. Public school parents are roughly divided (49%

16 .

to 46%) about the desirability of sending their children to a
private or parochial school, assuming they had the means
to do so.

Response to the spacific $600 voucher proposal is gener-
ally negative. Only one-quarter of parents (27%) would use
the $600 voucher for a parochial or private school; i.e.,
about half of those say they would like to send their children
to a nonpublic school. Although &% say they would move
their children from their current public schoal to another
schoal, it would be a public institution. More than six in 10
(61%), however, would keep their children in the public
school they now attend.

Support for Tax Assistance for Parochial Schools

About four in 10 respondents (429) support the idea of
giving tax money to parochial schools, compared to five in
10 who oppose it. This is'about the same division that was
reported in the 1981 survey.

“The current findings reveal somewhat mare opposition
than when the question was first asked, in 1970, however.
At that time the public supported use of tax funds for
parochial schools by a slim 48% to 44% margin. Parents of
public school children are even more opposed to the idea
of giving tax money to parochial schools than are non-
parents.

This opposition is shared by most major population
groups; the only exception is people living in the East, the
region with a heavy concentration of Catholics. In the East,
a majority (55%) favors giving tax money to parochial
schools, compared to the 35% who oppose the idea.

The question:

It has been proposed that some government tax
money be used to help parochlal (church-related)
schools make ends ieet. How do you feel about
this? Do you favor or oppose glving some govern-
ment tax money to help parochial schools?

Publle Honpublic
National No Chlldren School School
Totala in School Parents Parants
3 % % L]

Favor Az 42
Oppose 50 A8
No apinion :] 10

a®d |
o

NATIONAL TOTALS

1986 1981 1
% %

i
)

Favor | 42 40
Oppose 50 51
Ha opinlon 8 9

abkd | E 3]

_Sippar’t for Tax Assistance to Private Schools

“Two out of three Americans (65%) are opposed to giving
tax money to the nation’s private schaols, and this propor-
tion holds among parents of public school children as well
as nonparents. This strong opposition permeates every seg-
ment of the population, including people living in the East,

. with its refatively high concentration of Catholics.

The question:




-How do youfeel about private schools? Do you
favor or oppose glving some government tax
monzy to help private _scllﬁgls? )

.Publlec Nﬁ'ﬁpubll:
Hatlanal Mo Chiidran Schoal School
Totals In School Paranta Parenta
% % % %
Favor 27 26 28 48
Oppose &5 66 67 50
No opinion 8 - 8 7 2

‘Interest in Sending Children
TQ’Pﬁvate and Parochial Schools

Survey findings show the pubiic to be divided — 49% for,
46% against — on the desirability of sending their children
to a private or parochial school. even if they had the means,
This split is characteristic of every major population group,
with one exception. Women ara much mors likely (57% to
38%) to say they would send their children to a parochial
scheal than men {39% to 56%).

A $600 voucher would persusde only about half of those
parents interested in sending their children to a private or
parochial school to do so. Ths $600 voucher would also
have very little influence on parents sending a child to an-
other public school: only 6% would r:ove their children out
of the schools thay are currently attending to ancther public
school. '

The question:

If you had the means, would you send any of
your children to a private or church-related school?

Public School Parents

Yes No Don't Know

TOTAL 49 46 5
Sax

Mean 39 56 5

Woman a7 38 5
Education

Callege 47 a7 &

High sehoo! &0 47 3
Oceupation

White collar 44 50 &

Blua collar 49 48 3
Oldast Child Attands

High sehool 47 ] 2

Elemnentary school 52 (44 4
Oldest Child's Class Standing

Above average 48 48 4

45 <]

Average or below 51

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Suppi)rt for chchers

The same question about vouchers has been asked in
this survey six times, begirning.in 1970. Americans today
support the 'voucher idea by a close 46% to 41% margin.
This is a slight decline from its high point of approval in 1983,
when the plan y was favared by 51% of the public, while 38%
opposed it.

Surprisingly, parents of publlc school children are only
slighily mora likely to favor the vauchar systam than are non-
parents.

Although the public, collecnvaly, aporoves of the voucher
system by a narrow margin, majority support for its adoption
emerges in certain population sagments. Nonwhites favor
adoption of the systern by a wide margin (54% to 33%)
Similarly, thosa under 30, Catholics, persons residing in the
inner cities, and thoge who are dissatisfied with the periorm-
ance of the public schools (i.e., give them a D or Failing
grade) support the sdoptmn of the voucher system by about
a 53 rnarglri

In some natlons tiie government allots a certaln -
amount of money for each child for his education.
The parents can send the child to any public,
parochial, or private school they choose. This Is
called the ‘‘vouchey system.”” Would you like to see
such an Idea adopted 'n this country?

o Public Nonpublic
National No Childran School School
Totsls In School Parants Parents
% % % L]
Yes 46 44 51 &4
Ho 41 41 41 28
No opinion 13 15 ] 8
HATIONAL TOTALS
1986 - 1885 18983 1981 1871 1970
% % % % % %
Yes 48 45 51 . 43 a8 43
Mo 41 40 38 41 44 48
Na opinion 13 15 11 16 18 11
Further breakdowns:
Yes No Don't Know
% L] %
NATIOHAL TOTALS 46 41 13
Sex
Man 46 44 10
Women 46 a8 16
Aace
White 45 42 13
Nonwhita 54 33 13
Age
18 - 29 years 55 30 15
30 - 49 years 48 41 11
50 and over a7 49 14
Community Size .
1 millien and aver 48 36 16
500,000 - 999,999 50 a3 i7
50,000 - 499,999 63 39 B

Y

15
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Don't Fnow
%

Community Stze
2,500 - 49,999
Under 2,500
Central city

Education
College

Graduate
Incompleta
High &chool
Graduata
Incomplete
Grade school

Income
%£40,000 and over
$90,000 - $39.999
$20,000 - $29,999
£10,000 - $19,999
Under $10,000

Reglon
East

53 &
15
14

458 w0
46 11
47 9
a7 14
36 14
a7 15
36 .24

42 7
47 0
41 11
a7 16
38 17

13
12
17
16

<l
46
40
44

How a $600 Voucher Would Be Used

If public s::hool parents were given g $600 voucher that
could be used to enroll their children in any school — public,
private, or parochial — about one-quarier of them would use
it for a parochial zchaol (14%) or for a private school (13%).
Six percent would use the voucher for another public
school, but the majority, 61%, would keep their children in
their presant public schools.

These views are shared equally among various parent
population groups, with one axception. Women appear 1o
be about twice as likely as men to use a $600 voucher to
send their oldest child to a parochial school (19% to 99%).

The question:

Suppose the federal government gave you a

voucher worth $600, which you could use to enroll
your oldest child in any school — public, private,
or church-related. Would you use the voucher to
enroll the child In another public school, in a pri-
vate school, a church-related school, or would you
keep the child In the same school?
Other ) Church- Keap Child
Public Prlvate Relatsd In Same
Schoal School Sehool School

% % % %

Don’t
Know
%

Publlc School
Parania

TOTAL [}
Sex ’
Msn 5 i2 g
Waomaen 7 19
Educatlon
College 5
High school &
Occupation
White collar 4
Blue eollar ]
Oldast Child
Attends
High scheol 7
_Elementary school 6
Oldest Child'a Claas -
Standing
Abave average 4 12
Averaga or balow 9

[

13 14 &1
&7
55

sl

16
13

63
&1

L]

1
17

13
16

15
14

I
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M ¥
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Researcig Pmée&ure

The Sample, The sample used in this survay embraced a
total of 1552 adults (18 years of age and older). It is
described as a modified probability sample of the U.S. popu-
lation. Personal, in-homae interviewing was conducied in all
areas of the nation and in all types of communities. A
description of the sample and sample design is available
from Phi Delta Kappa.

Tima of Interviewing. The fieldwork for this study was car-
ried out during the period of 11-20 April 1986.

The Report. The heading “Nonpublic School Parents” in-
cludes -parents-of - students- who- altend parochial-schools
and parents of students who attend private or independent
gchools.

Due aliowance must be made for statistical variation, s-
pecially in the case of findings for groups consisting of rela-
tively few respondents, ag., nonpublic school parents.

The findings of this report apply only to the US. as a
whole and not to individual communities. Local surveys, us-
ing the same questions, can be conducted to determine how
local areas compare with the national norm.

How to Order the Poll

Persons who wish to have a copy of the complete report
of the 1986 Gallup/PDK education survey may secura one
by writing to Phi Delta Kappa, enclosing $25 to cover all
costs. The full report consists of 178 pages, with approxi-
mately three times as much information as could ba includ-
ed in this issue of the Kappan.

The minimum order for reprints of the published version
of the Gallup Poll is 25 copies for $10. Additionzl copies are
25 cents each. This price includes postage for parcel post
delivery. Where possible, enclosae a check or money order.
if faster delivery is desired, do not include a remittance
with your order. You will be billad at the above rates plus any
additional cost involved in the method of delivery.

Phi Delta Kappa has published a 15-year (1969-1984) com-
pilation of the Gallup polls on education. In this volume the
poll questions are arranged topically rather than chronologi-
cally, making it easier to look up poll results on specific
topics. The Gallup Polls of Attitudes Toward Education,
1969-1984: A Topical Summary can be ordered for $6 each
(&5 for PDK members). :

Orders for a copy of the complete rcport, for reprints, or
for the book should be addressed to Gallup Poll, Phi Delta
Kappa, PO. Box 789, Bloomington, IN 47402-0789. Ph.
812/339-1156.
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