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ABSTRACT

CD-ROH (compact d:sc—read

only memory) versions of the ERIC (Educational Resoutrces Information
Center) database currently being delivered or tested and provides -

Thzs dlgest reviews- three

information for compar:son. Houever, —no_attempt_ is_made _to_ -recommend

a descr:ptzon of the database scope and 1n£ormatxon on software
capabilities, hardware requirements, and any notable features are
provided for the following products: (1) DIALOG OnDisc ERIC, produced
by DIALOG Information Services, Inc.; (2) OCLC Search CD450 for
Edﬁédt:Bﬁ, EEBGEEGH by the Online- GBﬁﬁﬁtéi Library._ Eéﬁtéf‘ and (31

addition, a tabiefpresents a comparzson of the current disc contents,

archival disc contents, hardware, CD drives, and prices of the three
products.
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NEW ACCESS POINTS TO ERIC - CB-RGM VERSIONS

need, thxs mxght necessitate the supp]ementmg of the CD-

S;r.ce S;lverP]mer began delxvermg its ERIL daubase
ROM search with an online search.

R o532 005"

product on CD-ROM in August 1986, there have been many
new -developments in access to- ERIC on CD-ROM. This
digest wili review three products and present information

for cdrhi:inson No attempt will be made-to recommend
t. - Systemn featires- and capebtlmes vary, 8 and

The messjionge capahxhnes of- compact dxsc-read only
memory- {(CD-ROM)- will - enable -libraries - and -information

centers to offer in-house access to large databases formerly
avajlable only in-print- or online. Each CD-ROM disc
holds approximately -550 megabytes of data, ¥ equivalent

 F0283533

of -about - 220,000 printed pages or over 1,500 -floppy
disks. - -The -entire ERIC- database of more than 600,000

citations; with its 20 years of print indexes, fits on three
CD-ROM discs.

ADVANTAGES OF CD- ROM USE
Online services can. be costly and those costs are not easx]y

estimated. In budget-based institutions such as libraries,
approxrmate costs -are -difficult to manage.---An-obvious

advantsge in the acquisition of CD-RO* databases is the
ability for institutions -to more accurately predict the costs
of offermg access 1o databases, prevxous]y estimated in the

online environment. Another is; that, given the nature of
the CD-ROM.- retrieval software, end-user segrchmg can be

provided and promoted. The more the CD-ROM is searched,
the lower the cost per-search. This activity is useful in
establishing information literacy well compuier

literacy
DISABVANTA\:ES
The most often cited dtsﬁvanuge o CD-ROM use is the

fact that, at this time; each work station must have its own
CD-ROM drive and only one-user can have access at a-time.

This issue is more complrcnled than it appeurs on the
surface, however. A book may only be used by one person
& a time, but, in the case of a periodical index, there are

ordinarily several volumes available for use. If you feel

workstation, an additional mxcrocompiiter CD-ROM drive.
and deubase dtsc(s) must be provrded.

The other frequentl cnedjuaduntnge has to do with the
frequency of update.- The- ERIC CD-ROM systems-currently

available are updated qumerly Nexr the end of an update

period; one would be missing the most recent 3 months of
information. Depending on the urgency of the information

EKIC CD-ROM SYSTEMS

Three vendors are- currently delwenng or testmg CD»ROM
versions of the ERIC database. Descriptive information for
each of these products is presented here; followed by a
comparison- chart.--- Prices are subject to change, but are
provxded for 'eference

DIN.DG Informanon Servxces. Inc
3460 Hillview Avenue

Palo_Alto; CA 94304
800-3-DIALOG

415-858- 3785

The Datsbase
The database for- OnDrsc ERIC mtejretes both ERIC jjririt

indexes, Current Index to-Journals in Education (CIJE) and
Resources in Education (RIE),-in two forms.- The current
file conwins records from 1981 to the present on one disc
and the complete file contains the entire database from
1966 to the present-on three discs. The archival material

is not available separately.
The Softwure )
The DIALOG Oansc Mimiger senrch softhre his two

modes of use; DIALOG command language for those already
familiar with the DIALOG system, and easy menu mode for

novice users:;: The command- mode makes use of -the
standard search -protocols-used in-the onlmefgys}emﬁ while
the menu mode walks: gsers through a series of well-
designed steps from selecting the type of search desired
(author, subject, thesaurus terms, text words, publication

type, etc.) to printing or downloading the resulting records.

The DIALOG- OnDisc Manager also allows for online
searching of DIALOG databases through the DIALOGLINK
communications pickuge An OnDisc .search may be

automatically updated in:the most current portion of online
ERIC, - or another -DIALOG database may be searched

through a DIALOG password:

This publnr.tmn was prepared-with !undml. from the Oftie of Eduva
tional Research and Improvement. L'.5. Depariment of Education
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ERIC

IBM PC ochmplnble nucrocomputer;
IBM PC DOS 2.0 or higher;> - - -
(mxmmum requxred

384K RtM 6401(

. lllul:gs CM 100 3 Hmclu CDR 15025 CD-ROM
reader with controller card;

Hayes-compatible modem to ‘make use of
DIALOGLINK communications R)ftw re.

DIMDG has arranged with seveml vendors toprovxde for

the lease mdiormchuse of any of the hardware needed to

Noub]e Feamres

For search stmleg;L assistance in the Easy Menu mode, the
Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors is-available for -searching
through OnDisc. One can browse thmugh the related term

displays and directly select applicable thesaurus terms for a
complete search strategy.

Retrieved reeords can be soned by author. nﬂe. pubhcmon
year, journal niame, or corporate source in the Easy Menu

mode, ‘Records may also be transferred to disk for further
mampulmon with a word processmg prognm.

anlly. the mcluswn of- DIALIELINK provxdes users with
the ability to wansfer to the online system to execute a

DIALOG OnDisc search-in the portion of the database not
included on -the CD-ROM, which enables users to cover the

entire datahase efficiently.

65§Sfl’rnmz Rogd
Dublin, OH - 43017-0702
614-764-6000

The Database

The Search CD4SO cdoe;q;sﬁ jjickige mcludes t}ueé

databases on five separate discs. The current database; from
1982-present includes RIE and CIJE -in two separate- files

on_one-disc: - Remaining -discs include CHE, 1969-1981;
RIE, 1977-1981, RIE, 1967-1976 and Education Materials
in Libraries, u subset of the OCLC Online Union Caralog
conlammg educmon-re]ated blbhognpluc reéords

The current ERIC disc -is -available by qumly or mmml
subscription.. - The archival discs are-available as one-time
purchases, and the Education Materials in Libraries is

The Search €B450 softwm m:kes use of wmdows to

scparate the- various search functions. All searches -are
entered into the query window. Searches may be modified

by the use of fields, which are available for viewing
through the use of a function key.

JE;; HAVA y:g} }p;;,

4

Smgic words are not searched -as pm.s of -multi-word
descriptors in a basic search. The basic index may be
browsed and search terms -may be copied into the query

window: using the tab key. Thesaurus terms must be

searched sepmtcly from other text words.

Kll ncords femeved ue iened before bemgL dxsp]ayed on
ﬂtemmwcmdmgtoﬂrenmnberofmnesdwsemhwnn
sppears in the record; a relevance measure.  The record in
which the - term - appears most often will _display first

automatically. This is the only sort feature available.

The System Administration Module (SAM) tllows dxe
system operator; not the end-user; to program which fields
will be searched with a particular qualifier and what fields

will -be displayed in each-record display formats, and
provides- for - the -creation- of -locally- written -help screens.

SKM also tﬂows the system operator to ‘control for the

smg]e command and wherei the records will be saved if

users choose to store rather than print search results.
'ﬂz Hurdwm

The following ha:dware is requn'ed to run OCLC Search
CD4s50: --

. IBM -PCXT or A‘I‘ or QCLC M300 workstation;

. minimum of 512K RAM;

. 10-megabyte hard disk or hard card; :

. CD-ROM réader-(manufacrurers - not specmﬁed in

- information, tested at ERIC on Hitachi
CDRISUZS)

Notab]e Featiires

The ability for the system-operator to elter record structure
and search- Eotocolsr allows -for--cistomizationn of the
program using the System- Administration Module: _ The
help screens may-be tailored to the level of the user if they
do not meet institutional requirements.

All help screens are ncce;s:b]e }hrough A menu mterfgce

The user must decide which type of help is required;
however.

'l‘hc Bducmon Maumals in bennes database provxdes for
the semrching of & literature base which complements the
documents and journal articles found in ERIC.

The sorting of records-according to search term occurrence
provides a predetermnined relevance judgement. - Users,
however, are accustomed to records in author, date; or other
order and may need some time to get used to this new
arrangement.




Wellesley Hills, MA 02181
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The Database
The_current dnubue dxsc fo; Eﬁl& on Snlver?lmer

iﬁiEgTaiEi both CE and RIE from 1981 through the current
quarter in one file. - A-two disk retrospective set includes
the years 1966-197S and 1976-1982. Special pricing has

bea-i mmged for those ordenn; the nicluvnl set and a

available on m mud update bms )

Other databases available mronghdea'ijezm P:ycl:f!‘
(Psychological Abstracts),-A-V Online (NICEM database),
LISA (Library and.  Information Science Abstracts),
AGRICOLA: (National  Agriculture Library), SOCIOFILE
(Sociological -Abstracts), Corporate and Industry Research

Reports- (CIRR), and OSH-ROM (Occupational Safety and
Health Infomunon) Several other databases will become
available in 1987.

'l"he Soﬁwure

The leverPlluer program runs ﬁ-om a ﬂoppy dxsk md no
hard diek is required. User training is provided through an

extensive series of help screens. Field searching is

lvullhle. w:th fiéld hbeh duphyﬁ a3 funéﬁon key

command. 'l'he basic. _index may be displayed, with

lyped in for um:lnn;
The Hardware
SilverPlatter - hu pgoduced a lu; of tgsted aqmpmen!

configurations “on which their system will nin. Basic

g ___ __

. BM PC o mpﬁh’e nﬁmpmér

. SIZK RAM; - -

. FC-DOS or MS-DOS vession 2.0 or higher; -

. CD &xOM .drive;. (Hitachi; Philips or SGNY
_ <ixvrently supported.)

leverl’huu will fumme the lessc or purchne of Hitachi
or Philips compact disc drives.

Nohlﬂe Fuﬁifeis’

leverPllncr is the only one of the- xhtec :ynuns described
here ihat does not requise hard disk storage. The program

mnybebodtedﬁhuddilk.xfdsmd

provrde !zlp mfurmmﬁn

Also. the avnhbnlxty of :evenl olhez daubuu for use
with this program makes. it sn attractive scquisition:

Prepared by Pamela W: McLaughlin;
User Services Coordinator, ERIC/IR

Cirrent Disc 1981-prcsent RIE and CUE in

single file
l966-present on 3 dxscs RIE and

Archival Discs

€HE; backfile not available

separately.

IBMPC orcompmble 381KRAM

mqmred, 640K rwommmdad. hard

Hardware

cﬁmpm'ble modan for use with
DIALOGLINK.

€D Drives Philips or Hitachi
Prices 5750-cumm file wnh qumzﬂy

qumerly update.

For further information on-any of these products, contact the vendor, or this clearinghouse. It is also advisable to make contact

for eomplrmve mformmon

CUMPARISUN OF CD- RUM ERIC PRODUCTS

MRy 19817

- — m 777777 Mm’ .77V77777777 V
19821ﬁéiéﬁi RIE and CUE s 19812';&5&&51 RIE and CUE
separate files a single file
CUE 1969- 1981 RIE and CIJE 1966- 12775”
RIE 1967-1976 and 1976-1982 on 2 discs.
RIE 1977-1981
on separale discs
IBM PC XT oz AT or Géii: IBM PC or compahble.

M300 workstation; 512K
RAM, 10MB hard disk free.

512K RAM:

Plnhp:. quchx or SONY

Introductory prices: $299- $650-current file, quarterly
member; $349-nonmember  updates; $390-current file,
for current file with quarterly  annual updates; $§900
updates; $1199 -member; archival set; 2 discs;
$1399-nonmember for $1,200-complete starter set

complete file with quarterly ~ with quarterly update of
upm ate. ] current file.




