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Private School Enrollment and 'Iint;on Trends

by Mary Frase Williams

Private schools are an integral part of American edu-
cation, and no discussion of the condition of Ameri-
can education would be complete without including
private schools. They educate a substantial sumber of
students, offer a wide range of educational programs
and philosophies, and provide alternatives to the pun-
lic schools. Unfortunately, there is consideribly less
national data available about private schouls than
about pubhe schools. In partlcular, there is relatively

little information about the diversity among disserent
types of private schccls In some cases data are

available for comparing religiously-affiliated with

nonreligiously-affiliated schools or Catholic schools

with nonCatholic religiously-affiliated schools, but

generally there is scant information about differences

among nonCatholic rellglously -affiliated schools;

whose enrollments have grown in the past 10 years:

The Center for Statistics is currently upgradmg its

own data collection on pnvate schools and is work-

ing thh the natlonal assocnatlons for pnvate

about their member schools:

This_paper discusses recent trends in private school
enrollment and tuition levels, two topics for which
there ére 'c'o"riSi'd'erab'lé hétibhal dété éVéiiéblé 6Vét

1ssues The paper exammes trends m pnvate school
enrollment—total enrollment and by level and control
of school. In addition, variations in private school
enrollment rates! across j"e'gib'n'S—, community types;
and family background characteristics are discussed.
Similar analyses are presented for trends in private
school tuition. The 'm'ajor fihdiﬁgS are:

Enrollment

e The two national data sources—Center for
Statistics and Bureau of the Census—on pri-

students in recent years. The variation may be
related to differences in the way the data are
collected by the two agencies.

° ThE Cetjtet fdt Stétisties reported that theté

1983- 84 and that 12.6 percent of American
students attended private schools in that year.

e The Bureau of the Census reported consider-
ably lower numbers and proportions of private
school students. Census’ data show the per-
centage of siudents in kindergarten through
12th grade attending private schools as ap-
proximately 11 percent in 1985; which is the
same as it was in 1970.

percent m,,1,979 1982 and, 1985 The propor-
tion of children attending Catholic schools has
declined in recent years while the proportion
attending other church-related schools has in-
creased.

The vast majority of private school studerits
are from low- and middle-income families.

3 Th"e iikeiiﬁ'o"o"d tﬁét a ch’ii'd Wiii attend a pri-

education rise.

s ﬁispahic children are as likely as whites to at-
taken mto accqunt ,Hovyever black,chlldren
generally are less likely to attend private
schools than white children, even when family
income is taken into account.

Tuition

e Tuition and fees are higher for students in
high school than elementary scliool, rnon-
church- related than church-related schools and
other religiously- -affiliated schools than Catho-

lic schools.
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e Tuition and t‘ees were under $1.000 for two-
thirds and under $500 for one thll‘d of all ele-

lated schools in 1985.

e Since 1979, tuition and fees in prlvate schools

have increased considerably faster than the

cost-of-living:

e Families of black elementary school students
pay higher tuition and fees than families of
white students. One factor contributing to that
pattern may be blacks paying higher tuition in
parish-operated Catholic schools because they
are nonparishiorers.

e High income families are considerably more
likely to pay very high tuition than are low-
and middle-income families:

impiicatiﬁns

schools children attend is occurring as the

proportion of private schoo! enrollment in

Cathollc schools decreases and the proportlon

According to data collected by the Bureau of
the Census, there are mixed trends relative to
diversity in the racial/ethnic backgrounds of
private school students. There are fewer black
students but about the same number of His-
panics attending privaté schools in 1985 as in
1979.

¢ The relative sizés of the public and private

school sectors for elementary and seicoindary

ediication have changed very little in recent
years accordmg to data from the Bureau of

vate school enrollment, the annual School Enrollment

Supplemeiit to the October Current Population Survey
(CPS) and mtermittent Private School Surveys con-
ducted by the Certer for Statistics {formerly the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics) in the U.S.
Department of Education. The two sources sometimes
produce dlffenng estimates of the total number and
proportion of private school stiidents. (See the Ap-
pendix for a more extensive discussion of the twu
surveys.)

The Center for Statistics (€S) has perlodlcally sur-

veyed private schools to gather a varlety of informa-

tion; including enrollment data: (Only schools that

contain a first grade or above are included in these

surveys.) Prior to the 1983 Private Scl,ool Survey,

the Center used lists of private schools as the basis

for_ conducting the survey. The methodology for the
1983 survey was changed in two Tespects: the _survey
was changed from an universe to a sample survey,

and an area frame was used to augment the list of

schools he area frame d|d uncover a consnderable

been included in the l|st of schools. A similar ap-
proach was used for the Center’s 1985 Private School
Survey, but the results from that survey were not yet
available when this publication went to press. Be-

cause of the 1983 change in methodology, Center for
Statistics data cannot be used to examine trends in
private schiool enrollrient over time.

The Bureau of the Census collects data on private

schools annually and the methodology has changed
very little over time. Census _gathers_ information
ahout private schools through household _survey; the
Current Populatlon Survey (CPS) The differences in

survey of mstntutnons—between the Bureau of the
Census and the Center for Statlstlcs may account for
some of the differences in estimated numbers of pri-
vate school students. CS’s change in methodology

may also bc related to the differences, since the two

sets of estimates were much closer prior to the 1983

change:

Because the CPS data are comparable over time, they

are used in this paper for the analysis of trends in

private school enrollment. Wherever Center for Stat1s-

tics data reveal different trends or can supplemient the

CPS data, they are cited as well. Except for the ini-

tial discussion of enrollment levels; the presentation

is limited to elementary and secondary schools,

grades 1-12, since the patterns and dynamics below

first grade are somewhat different:

Private School Enrollment

Total enrollment

CS estimated there were 5.7 million private school
students in 1983, with 5.0 ﬁiiiiiéﬁ in grades 1-12:

than the CS estimate The CPS estimate for kinder-

5
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the ,CS, estlmate—6567 4nd 427 thgugand respectlvely
(U.S. Department of Education, 1984b).2

CS estnmates of the proportnon of all .,tuoents attend-

higher than CPS estimates tor 1983. Those estlmateq
were:

For grades K-12,
10.9 percent for CPS.

For grades 1-12, 12.0 percent for CS and

10.9 percent for CPS.

According to CP$ data, the proportion of all students

in kindergarten through 12th grade enrolled in private

schools was 10.9 percent. in 1970 and 1985, but be-

tween those two years it varied considerably (Table

1)

. Baiﬁﬁii;été and bijBiri:é”s'cr:'Hdél enrollments_de-

dents was only 9.8 percent.

Table 1

since 1979, it has risen again:3

While the percent of private school students had re-
turned to the 1970 level in the mid-1980’s; the num-
ber of such students had not according to CPS data.

school students in ,theffall of 1985 than thcre
had been in 1970. The number of public
school students also declined by 14 percent
over that period.

wmlé p'ub'ii'c

r In_the first half of the 1980’

bilized.

Based on the. 1983 methodology; CS data_indicated a
growth in private school enrollment of 7.5 percent
between 1980 and 1983. Howevéer, CS does not have
separate. figures for private school enrollment in nur-
sery. St:hédl kiiidé'rga'rtéii éiid g'réi'd'es 1 t'o’ 12 fdr

Private school enrollment trends: 1970 to 1985

K-12 enrallment

_Private school
enroliment as a

October percentage of
of (In thoysands) ) otal K12
year Total Public Private enroliment
1970 51,848 46,193 5,655 10:9
1871 51,953 26,575 5,378 10.4
1972 50,546 45,343 5,203 10.3
1973 49,890 44,945 4,945 9.9
1974 49,825 44,958 4,867 .98
1975 49,522 44,521 5,001 10.1
1976 49,006 44,202 4,804 9.8
1977 48,178 43;153 5,025 10.4
1978 46,954 41,976 4,978 10.6
1979 46.006 41,343 4,663 10:1
1980 45,181 = L= =
1981 43,598 40,897 4,701 10.3
1982 44,834 40,132 4,702 10.5
1983 44,569 39,701 4,868 10.9
1984 44,099 39,793 4,306 9.8
1985 44,660 39,788 _ _ 4,872 10.9

—Not _available:

tabulations:

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of the Census, Schoo!
Economic Characteristics of Students: October-1984

pulation Reports, Series P-20, No. 404), 1985 and unpublished
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growth in nursery school enrollment; which is grow-
ing much faster than K-12 or I- 12 enrollment. CS

also shows a growth of 13 percent in the number of
private schools between 1980 and 1983 (U.S. De-

partment of Education; 1984b):

The remainder of this paper is_based on CPS data

except where there is a speclflc reference to data

from the Center for Statistics.

counted for by private schools vanes by grade level

The proportion of students attending private schools

is hlghest at the preschool level and_as children pro-

gress through school; private schools educate a de-

creasing percentage of all studens.

® In 1985; the proportion of students attendiiiz
private schools was 65:7 percent for nursery
school, 15.6 percent for kindergarten, 11.4
percent for grades 1-8 and 8.7 percent for
grades 9-12.

. anate school enrollment rates by level were
very similar in 1985 and 1970: However there

has been a recent increase in the proportlon of

high school *"tudents attenolng prrvate schools
8.7 percent in 1985.

Trends in the number of prlvate school students differ
by level. At the elementary grades (grades 1-8);
which account for the bulk of private school stu-
dents, enrollment dropped during the 1970°s by ap-

proxlmately 23 peicent, but has remained relatlvely

stable since 1980 Kindergarten and high_schocl en-
rollments have changed very little since 1970. Enroll-

ment in private nursery schools, on thé other hand;

has grown throughout the period, more than doubling

between 1970 and 1985. That growth reflects the ris-

ing rates of total preschool enrollment (Pendleton,

1986), since the proportion of nursery school stu-

dents enrolled in private schools has not changed.

Type of private school. There are many different

kinds of private elementary and secondary schools—

day and boarding schools; religiously-affiliated and

secular schools; coeducational and single-sex schools.

Unfortunately, little comparable national data over

time exists on enrollment trends by type of private

school._Since 1979 the Bureau of the Census has pe-

rrodrcally asked whether the private school a child

was attending was ‘‘church-related”” or not and the

Center for Statistics classified private schools by con-

trol—Catholrc other rellglously affiliated, and un-

affiliated—in the 1983 survey. While there are con-

siderable differences among the church-related
schools little national data are available to sked light
on this dwersnty

The vast majonty of chlldren in_ prlvate schools at-

tend schools which are religiously affiliated. While
the proportlon of private school students in church-

related schools has not declined in recent _years; the

composition of church-related schools has changed

percent of all prlvate school students in grades

1-12 were enrolled in church-related schools.

e Church- relatedischools account for lower pro-
portions of private school students below the
first grade level—72 _percent for klndergarten

and 39 percent for nursery school in 1985.

Cathohc schoolr have hrstoncally accounted for most

students .in church-related schools; but therr relatlve

position has been changing in the recent past. Catho-

lic _school enrollment has been declining; while en-

rollment in other types of religiously-affiliated

schools has been increasing (U.S. Bepartrnent of Ed-
ucation, 1984b; Cooper, McLaughlin; and Manno;
1983).

* The proportlon of all private séﬁééj W;g@@éﬁié

cent in 1983 (U S. Department of Educatronr
1984b). Catholic schools enrolled 87 percent
of all private schooi students in 1965-66 (Cat-

terall, 1985).

s The proportlon of students in other rellglously-
affiliated schools rose from 21 to 25 percent
of all private school students between 1980
and 1983 (U.S. Department of Education,
1984b).

the,hlghest growth rates ,ln enrollment in re-
cent years among the other religiously-affili-
ated schools have been evangelical, Calvinist,
and Lutheran schools. Also_showing consider-
able growth have been mdependent schools
and those serving specidl ediication students.

According to CS estimates; the number of

other religiously-affiliated schools increased

.



tion, 1984b).

Patterns of private

Regton and metropolitan status. terns
school enrollment vary by reglon and type of com-

munity. In recent years regional differences in private

school enrollment rates have remained about the

same, while differences among types of communities
have narrowed (Table 2).

s Hlstoneally, pnvate schools have educated a

higher proportlon of all elementary and sec-

ondary students in central cities than in the

suburbs or nonmetropolitan areas:

e Those differences have been decreasing since

1979 as private school enrollment rates have

been declining in the cities, and increasing
elsewhere. This pattern may reflect closing of

Cathollc schools in urban centers and the ex-

pansion of evangelical and fundamentalist

schools in suburban and nonmetropolitan areas

(Catterall, 1985):

- During the 1970, regional differences in pri-
vate school enrollment rates decreased; as the

rates increased in the South and West, while
decreasing in the Northeast and North Central
regions. The trend of narrowing regional dif-
ferences did not continue into the 1980’s
(Table 2).

The relative importance of church-related schools dif-
fers by region, while differences among cities; sub-

urbs, and nonmetropolltan areas in the proportion of
private sehool students attending church-related

schools are minor.

In 1979, religiously-affiliated schools ac-
counted for a higher proportion of ‘private
school studenis in the Northeast and North
Central regions than in the South and West.

Between 1979 and 1985; the proportion of

church-related students declined in the North-

east and increased in the North Central re-
gion.

In 1985, h'ea'riy all private school students in

reglons (78 to 84 percent).

regions than in the South and West.

Table 2
Proportion of all students attending private
schools; by region and metropolitan status

Metropolltan status Proportion of October enroliment; -

and region ____ grades 1-12, attending private sthouls
1970 1979 1982 1985

u:s: 10.5 9.8 10.0 105
Reglon - - - -
Northeast 17.1 12.5 13.3 14.2
North Central 13.4 11.5 11.7 12.4
South 57 7.8 7.4 8.2
West 6.0 7.9 8.4 8.2
Metropolitan status: ) o o L
Central City 16:4 16.0 13.7 13.8
Suburb 11.6 10.0 11.0 11.9
Nonmetropolitan 5.5 50 59 6.2

SOURCE:_U.S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of the Census, Private School

Enroliment, Tuition, and Enroilment_Trends: October. 1979 (Current Population

Reports, Series P-23, No. 121), 1982 and unpublished tabulations; Bianchi, S,

Private_Schoo! Enroliment. Trends and Debates, Research in Sociology ai -
Education and Socialization, 3, 1982.

Q
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Characteristics of private school students e There is a considerable difference between

church-related and nonchiirch-related private
schools in terms of the family incomes of
ing private schools come from more affluent families their students (Figure 1). Family incomes of

Family income. While on average, students attend-

than public school students, most private school stu- the students in nonchurch-related schools are

dents are from low- and middle-income families (Fig- much higher than for students in church-re-

ure 1) lated schools; but only a small portion (less

S o o than 15 percent) of private school students at-

e A majority of both public and private school tend nonchurch-related schools.

students came from middle-income ($15,000

puic schoo swudems 310 & porcen of pr.  The Hkelitood that a chid will be enclled in 3 i

vate school students. vate school rises with family income (Table 3), al-

though even at the highest income levels; most

* A substantial proportion—one-seventh—of pri- students attend public schools. The relationship be-
vate school students came from low-income tween income and private school attendance is partic-
families (less than $15,000). Ore-third of pub- ularly strong for nonchurch-related schools:

lic school students came from low-income S ,

families: e In 1985; the proportion of children in grades

o , 1-12 enrolled in church-related schools rose

e Approximately twice as many private school from 3 percent when family income was be-

students came from high-income families low $7,500 to 17 percent when income was
($50,000 or more) as public school students— $75,000 and above:

23 percent vs. 11 percent.

Table 3
Enrollment rates in private elementary and secondary schools by race/

ethnicity, family income, and control of school: October 1985

Proportion of chilldren in grades 1 to 12 atiending private Schools
All children  \\hite

Family Total __ Church- Nonchurch- Total Church- Nonchurch-
income private! related related private!  related related
1: 11.9 9.8 1.

Totalz . ) 10.5
Less than $7,500 3.5
$7,500 to $14;999 5.7
$15;000 to $24;999
$25,000 to $34,999
$35,000 to $49,999
$50,000 and over

o
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L Black Hispanic? 7

Family Tota Church:  Nonchurch-  Tofal _ Church-  Nomchuroh-

income _ private’ related related private! related  related
Total? .. __ ___ 3.7 24 6.7 6.1
Less_than $7,500 1.5
$7,500 to $14,999 2.7
$15,000 to $24,999 3.8
$25;000 to $34;999 8.4
74

4.7

‘ -
cCoLNnoow

BTN
i W oo
W~ MR

. 1

§35,000 to $49,999 1.5 .
9.3 4.7

$50,000 and over i
» Includes some students for whom control of the private school was riot reported.
2 Includes some students for whom famiily incofie was fot reported.
® Hispanics may be of any race. ~~~ ~ "
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October 1985 School Enrollmient Supplement 1o Current
Population Survey, unpubiished tabulations:
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FIGURE 1 == Proportion of elementary and secondary students by household

income, educational attainment, and control of school: 1985

Type of
school
- Family income:
Public D Less than $15,000
J $15,000 to $34,999
. 7] $35,000 to $49,99¢
Church-related [H $50,000 and over
o [
Nonchurch-relat / /
onchurch-related {” Y é '
T T T T T T T T 1

—T
0 10 20 30 40 50 &0 70 80 90 100
Percent of students

Parental” educational attainment

Type of
school
- 7, Educational attainmeni:
Public //,; : [] Less than 4 years of
= __ highschool
T i 4 years of high school
Church-related 1to 3years of college
W 4years of college or
more
Norichurch-related

o 10 2 3 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percent of students

SOURCE:- U;ébegéﬁﬁiéﬁiﬁbﬁ?ﬁfﬁé@é.,B,Uiééij of the Census, 1985 October School Enrollment
Supplement to the ]

urrent Population Survey, unpublished tabulatiors.
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s The proportions of children attending non-

church-related schools in 1985 were less than
I_percent if family income was less than
$25,000. less than 2 percent if family income
was between $25,000 and $74,999, and i0

percent if family income was at least $75.000.

® Most private school students at all income lev-
els attend church-related schools, but the like:
lihood that the private school will be no-
church-related increases with family incoire.
In 1985 only 10 percent of private school stu-
dents from families with incomes below
$25.000 were enrolled in a nonchurch-related
school as_compared to 37 percent of those
from families with incomes of $75,000 or
imore.

Bianchi (1982) reported no clear trend during the

1970’s toward increasing or decreasing differences be-
tween public and ﬁfivatﬁejcljo'orlsr in family income

levels. The same was also true between 1979 and
1985. The median family income for aouseholds
containing_elementary and_secondary school studerits
increased between 1979 and 1985 for students in all
types of schools. However, there was little change in
the relative levels of family income of public and
private schools.?

The likelihood that a child will attend a private
school also increases with the educational attainment

of his or her parents. The differenices among types of
schools in “‘parental™ educational backgrounds were

similar to those for family income in 1985.5
o In households where the “parent” had not
completed high school, 5 percent of the chil-

dren in grades 1-12 attended a private school.

e If the “‘parent” had at least a bachelors de-

gree. 18 percent of elementary and secondary

school students attended a private school.

e The same percentage—56 percent—of siudents
in_public and private schools had a “parent”
with a moderate amount of ediication (finished
high school but less than a bachelor’s degree).
The proportion of public school students
whose “parent” was riot a high school gradu-
ate was more than double that for private
school students—26 vs. 11 percent.

¢ The “parent” of 30 percent of the students in

church-related schools had at least a bachelor’s

degree, while 18 percent of public school stu-
dents had such highly educated “parents.”

e The relatively few students attending non-
church-related private schools came from

households with much higher levels of educa-
tional attainment than children attending

church-related schools (Figure 1). The ‘“‘par-
ent” of more than half (56 percent) the stu-

dents in nonchurch-related schools had at least

a bachelor’s degree.

Racelethnicity. Black students are much less likely
to attend private schools than whites. Hispanic chil-
drer are more likely than blacks, but less likely than
whites. to attend a private school (Figure 2).

e Private school enrollment by black youngsters
is low primarily because of low enrollment
rates in church-related schools—only 2.4 per-
cent of all black children attended church-re-
lated schools in 1985 as compared to 9.8 per
cent of whites and 6.1 percent of Hispanics.

Very few blacks and Hispanics living outside of meét-
ropolitan areas attend private schools.

e In 1985, private school enrollment rates were
about .5 percent for blacks and 2 percent for
Hispanics in nonmetropolitan areas. Approx-
imately 5 percent of blacks living in central
cities and in the suburbs attended private
schools, while for Hispanic children, private

school enrollment rates were between 7 and 8
percent in central cities and the suburbs,

One factor contributing to low private school atten:
dance by blacks and Hispanics is lower family in-
comes than whites, since private school attendance

increases with family income. The differences in pri-
vate school attendance between whitesand Hispanics
are largely a function of differing family income lev-
els. Enrollment rates for whites and Hispanics at the
same income level did not differ significantly in

1985 (Table 3). However, differences in private
school enrollment rates between blacks and whites
generally remdin.s

The number of black students in private schools in-

creased during the late 1970's, and during that period
the gap between blacks and whites in private school
enrollment rates narrowed. However, according to
CPS, the number of black private school students de-

clined by 25 percent between 1979 and 1985. As a

11



FIGURE 2 -- Private elementary and secondary enroliment as a proportion of

total enrollment, by race/ethnicity

Percent in grades 1-12

enrolied in private school

12 9

2 -
0 — T 1
1970 1975 1980 1985

October of year

i. ﬁiép"a’hi'és’ may be of any race:
NOTE: Data for 1980 not available.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Privaté Schgol Enroliment, Tuition, and
Enroliment Trends. October 1979; School Enrollment -- Social and Ecoriomic Charactenstics of Students:
Oxtober 1984: and 1985 October School Enroliment Supplement to the Current Population Sarvey,
unpublished tabulations.
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result the black enrollment rate—and theidlifiference
between blacks and whites—was approximately the
same in 1985 as in 1970 (Figure 2):

s Between 1970 and 1975, the number of black

elementary and secondary students attending

private_schools increased by over 30 percent

(U.s. Department of Commerce; 1985). Black
enrollment in Catholic schools increased over
20 percent between 1970 and 1986; while
total enrollment in Catholic schools was de-
clining by 30 percent (National Catholic Edu-
cational Association, 1986b).

e The decline in black attendance in. private
schools since 1979 has largely been due to a
decline in black enrollment rates in_church-re-
lated schools—from 4.2 _percent of all black
students in grades 1 to 12 in 1979 to 2.4 per-
cent in 1985.

e It is unclear in what types of church-related
schools black enrollinent has declined. Data
from the National Catholic Educational Asso-
ciation (NCEA) (1986b) indicate_that black en-
rollment in Catholic schools declined about
one percent between 1980- 81 ~and 1984-85.
The National Association of lndependent

Schools (NAIS) (1986) reported a 13_percent

increase in black students between 1981- 82
and 1985-86;

According to CPS data therje have been no consis-
tent trends over time for Hlspamc enrollment in pri-

vate schools. In part; this reflects the small CPS

sample for Hispanics, which results in large standard

errors_so that even large differences may not be sta-

tistically significant. Individual private school associa-

tions have reported consrderable _increases in both
Hispanic and Asian enroliments in member schools.
» NCEA (1986b) has reported considerable

growth in Hispanic enroliment in Catholic
schools since 1970, especially prior to 1980—
18 percent between 1970 and 1980 and 3.5

percent between 1980 and 1985.

¢ NAIS (1986) reported an increase of 7 percent
in Hispanic enrollment between 1981 and
1985.

® Both NCEA and NAIS report increased enroll-
ment in member schools by Asian-Americans
of approximately 50 percent in the first half
of the 1980s.

Blacks represent a smaller proportlon of prlvate than

of public school students, and that proportion has de-
clined since 1979.

¢ Approximately 5.5 percent of private school
students were black in 1985, as compared to
7.5 percent in 1979. Among public school
St'u’de'n'ti, the _percentage of black stud'e'iit's was

schools who, were blqclg decrea.sed from 7.6 to
4.5 percent between 1979 and 1985.

Hispanics constituted 6 percent of pn ate school stu-

dents in 1985 and 10 percent of public school stu-
dents:

Tuition Levels

The Bureau of thre Census has collected data on pl‘l-
vate school tuition and fees every 3 years since

1979. The generdl patterns related to tuition levels

were the same in 1979; 1982, and 1985. Tuition is

hlgher in high schools than in elementary schools

and in nonchurch-related schools than in chirch:re:-
lated schools (Table 4):

e In 1985, tuition for one-third of the ele-

mentary students attendlng church related

schools was under $500 and it was between

$500 and $1,000 for another third. Over sixty
percent of all students in private elementary

schools attended a church-related school where

tuition and fees were less than $1;000 in
1985.

¢ For elementary students in nonchurch-related

schools; tuition and fees were less than

$1,500 for about one-third of the students and
over $3,000 for more than a third:

¢ At the high school Icvel in 1985, one haif of
the students in church-related schools attended
a school where the tuition and fees were less
than $1,500. Tuition and fees exceeded $3,000
for over half the high school students enrolled
in nonchurch-related schools.
The Center for Statistics also u)llects data on prlvate

school tuition and complles the information separitely

for Catholic and other religiously-affiliated schools.
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Table 4

Tuition and fees

in private schocls, by level and control:

October 1985

Proportion of students' with tuition and fees of:

Median  Mean
tuition tuition

tevel and
contro! ot
school -

$500-
$999

tess than
$500

$1,000-
$1.499

$1,500- and
fees

$1.999

$2,000-
and over

and
fees

Elementary2. _. 29.8 33.0
(Grades 1-8)

Church-related _
Nonchurch-related

37.0
6.4

33.3
6.7
Secondary?- ._. 2.8 10.1
(Grades 9-12)
Church-related
Noiichurch-related

1.3
4.2

2.7
3.0

19.3
19:2
19.0

$1,046

5.7
5.5
7.0

12.2 $ 774
692
2,282 2,709

5.0
60.6

1,569 ~,003
1,508 1,61
3571 4,042

25.5 30.2

27.8
133

23.1
67.5

+ Percent calculated on total number of students for whom tuition levels weré reported. The nor: FESDONSE rate on the tuition item
for the categories in the table ranged from 10 to 18 percent. The response rate was higher for nonchurch-related schools than

church-related schools. -

2 Includes Some Students for whom control of the private school was not reported.

NOTE: May not sum to 100 percent due to rounding.
SOURCE: U:S: Department of Commerce; Bureau of
Population Survey, unpublished tabulations:

Such data were gathered for the 1983-84 and

1985-86 school years, but the 1985-86 data were not
yet available when this report went to press. For the
1983-84 school year, tuition in Catholic schools was
considerably lower than in other religiously-affiliated

schools (U.S. Department of Education, 1986b).

was approximately 75 percent higher in other
religiously-affiliated schools than in Catholic

schools:

Tuition and fees in private schools have risen more

sharply than the cost-of-living since 1979 according

to data from the Current Population Survey. For
church-related schools, the increases have been

greater in elementary schools than_in high schools
and greater between 1979 and 1982 than between
1982 and 1985. For nonchurch-related schools; there
has been relatively little difference in tuition trends
between the two time periods.?

e The Consumer Price index (CPI) increased 48
percent between 1975 and 1985. Median pri-
vate school tuition and fees increased 103 per-
cent for elementary school students and 69
percent for high school students in that pe-
riod.#

e The increases in church-related tuition and
fees between 1979 and 1982 were 74 percent

ihe Cerisus, October 1985 Schivol Enrollment Supplement to the Current

for elementary school students and 37 percent
for high school students. The CPl rose 332
percent in that period.

For the 1982-85 period, tuition and fees for
church-related schools increased 22 percent for
both elementary and high school pupils. The
increase in the cost-of-living was 11 percent
between 1982 and 1985.

e Tuition increases for nonchurch-related students

tween 1979 and 1985.
e Differences in tuition and fees between stu-

to a miich higher rate of increase for students
in nonchurch-related schools over the petiod—
over 100 percent compared to 67 percent for
Region and metropolitan statas. Median tuition Jev-
els in private schools vary by region and metfo-
politan status, and that variation is somewhat differ-

ent for elementary and secondary school students
(Table 5). For students in grades 1-8; median tuition

and fees are lower in the Northeast and North Cen-
tral regions than in the South and West and higher

in the suburbs than elsewhere. For high school stu-

.
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dents

median tuition is hlgher in the West than in

the other regions and lower in nonmetropolitan than
in metropolitan areas.

In 1985 tiiition and fees for a much larger

proportion_of elementary school students were
less than $1,000 in the Northeast (74 percent)

and the North Central (80 percent) regions

than in the South (44 percent) and West (46
percent).

n part
pro-
and
- ele-

lthnS.

At the high school level, very few students at-
tend private schools where the tuition is less

than $1,000 and there is llttle regional _varia-

tion in this pattern—{rom 10 percent in the

West to 15 percent in the North Central re-

glon However there are reglonal dlfférences

is very high, $3.000 or more—from 21 per

Table 5

Median prlvate school tuition and fees, by level,

status: 1985

cent in the Northeast to 4 percent in the
North Central region in 1985

There is considerable variation in kigh school

tuizion levels by metropolltan status: Thirty-

eight percent of students in nonmetropolitan

areas pay_private school tuition and fees of

less than $1,000 as opposed to only Q percent

in the suburbs and 9 percent living in central
cities.

Race/ethmczry For elementary puplls attendlng pri-

vate schools, blacks have tended in recant years to

pay somewhat more in tuition and fees than have
whites (Flgure 3).

¢ In 1982 and 1985 the proportion of black

pupils_for whom tuition and fees were less
than $500 was conslderably below that for
whltes (4nd Hlspamcs in 1982). This was true

church-related elementary schools.?

In 1985, tuition and fees exceeded $1,000 for
over half (53 percent) of the black prlvate
school elementary students, but only 36 per-

s ontrol; region; and metropolitan

Median tuition and fees

Elementary students
(Grades 1-8)

Secondary students

{(Grades 9-12

Region and_ Total? Church- Nonchurch- Total" Church- Nonchtrch:
metropolitan related related related related
statos - B
u.s. 5774 $692 $2.282 $1:569 $1,508 $3,571
'Fleglon, 7 o L .
Northeast 573 515 3,581 1,617 1,522 —
North Centrai 561 545 — 1,523 1,509 —
South 1,074 978 1,627 1,451 1,315 -
West 1,034 978 — 2,014 1,861 —
Metropolitan status: o o N .
Central city 737 671 2,803 1,566 1,528 -
Soborb. . 834 748 2,803 1,700 1,591 5,211
Nonmetropokitan 679 620 - 1,079 1,043

—Cell size too small (less than 75;000) for a reiiable estifmate.

! Inciudes some students for whom control of the private school was not reported..
SOURCE: U:S: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; October 1985 School Enroilment Supplnment to the Current Popuiation Survey,

unpublistied tabulations.
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ceiit of white students and 24 percent of His-
panic students.

. In elementary schools fannlres of white and

Hispanic students paid about the same tuition
and fees in 1985.

Two factors that may help explain the racial/ethic

patterns are tuition policies in Catholic schools and

the way that CPS collects data on tuition.

° Blacks attending Catholic schools tend to be

nonCatholics, which is not the case for His-

panics or whites (National Catholic Educa-
tional Association,; l986b) Parish schools
often charge hlgher tuition to nonparishioners;

so blacks attending such schools would tend

to pay hlgher tuition than whites and His-

Instructlons to CPS interviewers for the tu1tlon

iterm on the October Supplement are that infor-

mation on tuition and fees should exclude
scholarships or subsidies. Therefore, the CPS
tuition figures may overstate the net cost to a
family of sending their child to_a_private
schoolﬂlﬁf black children are more llkely to re-

ceive scholarships or some other form of sub-

sidy than other students, then the tuition dif-

ferentials between blacks and others would be

reduced if scholarships were taken into ac-

Family income. The level of tuition a family pays

to send a child to private school varies with family
1ncome but ‘the relationship between 1ncome and tlll-

a chlld attends pnvate ,school than on how much ,tul-
tion the family pays when the Child does attend Th°

and tuition categorms,, and in both cases, the general
pattern is similar (Table 6).

e There iS not much dlfference across incorne
categories in_the distribution of tuition levels,
except_for the highest income categories—
$50,000 or morc.

One possnble explanatlon for the lack of
greater variation across income levels is the

fact that CPS data reflect gross and not net

costs to the family of sendmg the child to pri-

vate school. If lower-income famllles are more

likely to receive scholarships or otherrsub-

sidies, then the differential between gross
costs and net costs may be greater for lower—

1ncome famllles If data were avallable on net

tween famlly income and tuition levels might
be stronger.
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above $50,000 were more llkely to send their

child to a private school where tuition and

fees exceeded $2,000; at both the elenientary

relatively few private school students—less

than one- -fourth—come from such high-income

The trends in private schiool enrollments and tuitions
presented above have a variety of implications both

for private schools and for American education in

general. The implications for private schools are dis-

cussed below, followed by the more general implica-
tions.

Private school iﬁiﬁlicﬁtioné

and in some respects increasing; diversity. For exam-
ple:
e The proportion of students attending non-
Catholic _religiously-affiliated schools has been

increasing. while the proportion attending

Catholic schocls; which have historically ac-

counted for a very large majority of all stu-
dents in church-related schools, has been de-
clining: In 1983, approximately equal
f)rof)ortlons of prwate schools were Catholic,
77777 and nonaffiliated
(U:Ss: Department of Educatlon, 1986a).

e The students attending private schools come
from a vanety of famlly backgrounds. partlcu-
The majority. of prlv,ate”s,chool students come
from middle-income families.

Q
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FIGURE 3 -- Tuition and fees in private elenientary schools, by racelethnicity

and control: 1985

All elementary students in private schoois o N
Tuition and fees:
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2. $300 to $999 for 1979,
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of the Census, Privte Schoa! Enroiiment. Tultion, and .
Enrollment Trends: October 1979 and October 1982 and 1985 School Enroliment Supplements to the Carrent
Population Survey, unpublished tabulations.
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Table 6

Tuition and fees in private schools by level and family income: 1982 and 1985

Proportion of Students' with tiiition ard fees of:

Elementary students
(Grades 1-8)

Secondary stodents
" (Grades 9-12)

$1,000-
$1.999

$2,000

Fariily tess._than
and over

income $1,000

$2,000_
and over _

$1;000-
$1,999

Less than
_$1000

1985:

18.5
20.2
26.2
27.3
28.2
23.9
20.8

78.2
74.1
69.3
655
62.8
58.2
29.5

Less than $7,500

$7;500 10 $14,999
$15,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $34,999
$35;000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$75,000 and over

O @i w
O3 =2 OGN OO P

F e

1982:

7]

Less than $7,500. 9
$7,500 to $14,999
$15,000 to $24,999
$25.000 to $34,999
$35.000 to $49;999
$50,000 to $74,999
$75.000 and over

1
1
1
1
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25.1
39.5
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percent in 1985 (16 percent for elementary stu
percent for secondary students). =~

unpublished tabulations.

Some of the convergence in private school at-
tendance rates that occurred in the 1970's; par-

ticularly among regions; has not continued
into the 1980's: Children still are more likely
to attend a private school if they live in the

Northeast and North Central regions.
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vs. suburbs and rural areas in the likelihood
that a child will attend a private school have
been narrowing: The decreases in_private
school attendance rates in the large cities and
the increases elsewhere may be a reflection of

the first trend mentioned above, the declining
percentage of private school students in Catho-
lic schools and the increasing proportion in
other religiously-affiliated schools.

e One area in which diversity has not increased
in recent years according to CPS data is the
racial/ethnic backgrounds of private school stu-
dents. In particular, private school enrollment
rates for black students have declined since

NOTE: May fiot SUm 10 100 PEECERt dUB 10 TOURE 1o . e e
SOURGE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Biireau of the Census; October 1985 and October 1962 School Enroliment Siipplements to thie Current Population Survey,

" Percentage caloulated on total number of students for whom tuition levels Were reported. The nonresponse fate on the tuition itei by income category ranged from 7 to 27
dants and 13 percent for secondary students) and 4 to 26 percent in 1982 (11 percent for elementary stiidents and 13

panic private school attendance patterns have

not changed significantly in recent years.

Tuition levels for private schools increased consider-

ably faster than the cost-of-living between 1979 and
1985, especially for church-related schools. It is un-
clear whether the tuition increases affected enrollment

trends during this period.

¢ On the one hand, total enrollment in private
schools was stable while public school enroll-
ment was declining.

e On the other hand, black enrollment de-
creased, particularly in church-related schools,
where the tuition increases were proportion-
ately the greatest. The ratio of median family
income for black private school students to
black public school students increased from
1.95 in 1979 to 2:06 in 1985; which suggests
an increasing differential in faniily income be-
tween black students in public and private
schools:

Q
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e Other studies have shown that tuition ievels do

affect family choice of a school; and that the
enrollment decisions of mirnority and lower-in-
come families are more sensitive to tuition

levels than white and higher-income families
(Williams, Hancher, & Hutner, 1983; Noell;
1984).

Implications for American education

The proportion of all elementary and secondary stu-
dents attending private schools has risen slightly in
recent years, and was approximately 11 percent in
1985 according to data collected by the Bureau of
the Census. The trends in private school enrollments

revealed in CPS data suggest7§§gbjlity in the relative
sizes of the two sectors of American elementary and
secondary education—public and private.
& The fears of some observers in the 1970s of
continued substantial declines in private school

enrollments were not realized:

e Similarly, the perception; held by many, that

private schools are expanding rapidly in the
1980’s and absorbing large ‘numbers of stu-

the national data on enrollment trends from
CPS (Catterall, 1985).

dents from public schools is not confirmed by

* However, given the estimates of private school

enrollment by the Center for Statistics, it is

possible that the CPS survey misses substantial

numbers of private school students. Furthe:

more, the national and regional figures could

mask considerable variation across States and

localities in the relative sizes of the public

and private school sectors, and how they are

changing.

Footnotes

enroll lar popula-
tion groups_enrolled in private schiools. _Thus. the e ary _ private
school enrollment rate for blacks would be the proportion of all black
students in grades 1 to 8 attending a private school.

"Private school enrollient rates are the proportions of pitici

ZAnother estimate of private school enrollment was derived in the early

1980’s using a combination of data sources—data froi privite school as-
sociations, and a comparison of the CS list of private schools in 21 areas
with the numiber of private schools actually found by a canvias of those

areas (Cooper & McLaughlin; 1983: Cooper, McLaughlin, & Manno,
1983; Cooper, 1985). The resulting estimates of total private schiool en-
rollment are also_considerably higher than those from CPS—5.3 miilion
for 1982-83 in K-12 (Cooper, 1985) as opposed to CPS's figure of 3.1
million in October 1982.

to the data source consiilted. The decennial census and the Carrent Popii-

lation Survey showed private school entsllifieiit declining more rapidly

*Private school enrollment wends relative 16 public schiools vary according

than public school erirollmeit during the 1970’, so that the percentage
of studenis attending private schools xlzo declined. Center for Statistics

data showed private schiool enrollment declining less rapidly; and am in-

¢rease in the proportion of private school enzolliieiit (Williams et al.,
1983).

*Using CPS data. Bjanchi (1982) analyzed family income differences be.
tween public and private school students in two ways. She computed the

tatio of median family incomes of public and private school students:
She also calculated an index of dissimi arity between the income distribu-

tions of the two scctors. which provides a mieasure of what proportion of
all students in public schools would have to come from highér income
s for public and private school

families if the family income distributions
students were to be the same. The income ratios varicd erratically be-

tween .69 and .81 for elementary schools and .71 and .76 for high
schools between 1970 and 1979.

The same measures were used fo analyze changés in the relative family
income distributions sincc 1979. and the resiilis are shown below.

,JMOI level
Elementary Sécondary

o Index of o 1gex. ot

Ratip of income. . - Ratio of ingome

pubhc to dissioulanty. _ public 10 dissimilanty

private - belween public  prvale _____ bewween pubiic
- School median and private school median and private
Year family income___ schoals family income schools
1979 7 23% 13 23%
1982 .70 21% 10 23%
1985 68 24% 67 2%
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SIn tabulations prepared by the Bureau of the Census from the Current
Popiilation Sirvey, educational attainment is reported for the adult identi-
fied as the “householder” or *‘reference person,” and only for children
who are a relative of that peison. In order to reduce the awkwardness of

reference persons or houschoiders, they
In miost cases, this individoal is

refemng to such individuals :
are referred to in the text as pan:ms
the child's parent.

O?Eé? Eﬁéﬁiéi&lsiles iﬁéfééslﬁé the llkéllliiied 6f Eiiikilliﬁe}it in private

“parents” in white collar occupations, and the presence
of both spouses in the household (U:S: Department of Edocation; 1984a).

sNo&ll (]984) iépérlS different pattems in the 1982 CPS data. Enrolimegt
rates for blacks and Hispanics were higher than those of whites af upper

ificome levels; However, in Several cases these findings are. based on a

very small number of cases. so the esuma(es are_not reliable. Further-

The resiits presented ifi the text are based on changes in median tuition

and fees. However, the same analysis was also conducted for mean tui-

tiori levels and the results were very similar. The percentage increases_in
median_and mean tuition and fees in the two time periods—1979-1982

and 198Z-1985—differed by no more than 3 percent except for ele-

mentary schiool students attendmg churchi-related schools for the 1979-82

period; where the increase was_much larger for median tuition and fees
{74 percent) than for the mean (58 percent):

8Over the entire_period, 1979-1985, median family income increased 42
percent and puolic schiodl expenditures per popil increased by 62 percent.

For Calhollc schools (he proportlon of revenaes coming from tuition and

fees has been mcreasmg as have operalmg expenses and Lhe propo ion
of lay teachers{

and 1986¢); and all these may be conmbuung fac(ors o mcreased tuition
levels in Catholic schools. For Catholic high schools, average expendx-

tures per pupil increased 12 percent between 1982-83 and 1985-86 and

average tuition increased 34 percent in the same period (National Catho-
lic Educational Association, 1986a).

9’I‘he analysis for (umon levels by race/elhmcny is llmned to elememaxy

school students; because the numbers of black and Hispanic secondary
students in private schools are too small to produce reliable estimates of

taition levels for these groups. For the same reason, estimates for tuition
in nonchurch-related elementary schools aré not presented by race/eth-
nicity.

O
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tron and the Bureau of the Census both collect na-

tional data on private school enrollment and tuition:

The fhiethods used by the two agencies are somewhat
different.

Center for Statistics

The Center for Statistics (CS) gathers data from pri-

vate schools through its Private School Survey. The
three most recent surveys were in 1986; 1983; and

1985. The data t‘or 1985 were not yet ax;allable

utilized for 1980 and 1983 were not comparable

The CS survey gathers data from schools, and until
the 1983 survey, it was a universe rather than a sam-

ple survey. There was some concern that the lists of
private schools which constituted the universe for the

earlier surveys were not complete. Therefore; in

order to increase the representatrveness of the survey,

two sampling frames were utilized in 1983—a list

frame and an area frame:

An eligible school for the purposes of the CS sui

veys must meet three criteria: it includes a first

grade or above; it is housed in a facility other than a

private home; and it provides 4 or more hours of in-
struction per day for at least 160 days a year.
Schools which only serve children below the first
grade are excluded. As a result, CS underestimates
the number of children attéh'dih'g 'p'rivat'e schools t‘or

former.

The Private. School Surveys collect many types of in-
stitutional data about private Schools, but are not de-
signed to collect information about the characteristics
of private school students. CS gathers data about
teachers, programs, and school characteristics.

Bureau of the Census

The Current Population Survey (CPS) is a sample

survey of households conducted monthly, with a core

of questions asked every month and other questions
asked less frequently. The survey covers approx-
imately 60,000 households each month, which con-
tain about 150,000 individuals. The October CPS
asks household informants about school enrollinient
and educational attainment of household members.
Each October questions are asked about the current
enrollment status of household members 3 years of
age or older. For those enrolled in 12th grade and
below, the question is asked whether the school at-
tended is_a public or private school. Additional items
in the 1979, 1982, and 1985 surveys asked about the
amount of tuition and fees paid in behalf of private
school students and whether the private school was
church-related or not.

Because the CPS is a household survey, it provides
information aboiit the characteristics of private school
students and their families, such as race, educatlonal
attamment and income. However except for the

3 years since 1979, it does not provnde data about

the private schools children are attendmg The spe-

cific quesfions on the October CPS are the following:

Is (the Chlld) enrolled in publlc or private school?

What grade or year is (the child) attending?

If the school is identified as private; these additional
questions were asked in 1979; 1982 and 1985:

Is the school (the child) attends church related or .

not church related?

What is the amount of tuition and fees for this

school year at the school (the child) is attending?

(Inglude pﬁnly 7fees required for school entry; ex-

clude room and board; books, uniforms; school
supplies, and lunches.)

Reliability of Estimates

Ail comparisons cited in the text are statistically sig-
nificant at the 0.05 level of Significance. This means
that the difference between two sample estimates is
greater than 1.96 times the standard error of the dif-
ference.
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Table Al 7
Standard errors for Table 1: Private school
enrollment trends: 1970 to 1985

October K 12 enrollment Private school enrolliient

1 thnteande) !
of ___ (In thousands; as a percentage of
year Total Public  Private total K-12 enrollment
1970 245 240 104 0.2
1971 245 241 102 0.2
1972 244 239 100 0:2
1973 243 239 98 0:2
1974 243 239 97 0.2
1975 243 238 98 0.2
1976 243 238 96 0.2
1977 242 237 98 0.2
1978 241 235 98 0.2
1979 240 234 95 0.2
1980 239 — - —

1981 257 251 102 0.2
1982 256 249 102 0.2
1983 256 249 104 0.2
1984 255 249 98 0.2
1985 256 229 104 0.2
—Not avallable.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of ?ﬁe,,ééﬁSﬁS,,,Sbhaﬂ!
Enroliment—Sacial and Economic Characteristics of Students: October 198
(Current Population Reports, Series P~20, No. 404), 1985 and unpublishea
tabulations;

Table A2

Standard errors for Table 2: Proportion of a] students attending private

schools; by region and metropolitan status

Metropolitan status Standard efrors in percent (Dopulation size in thousands) for proporion of
and region October enroliment; grades 1-12, attending private schools
7 1970 1979 1982 1985
u.s. 0.2 {48,665) 0.2 (42,981) 0.2 (41,534) 0.2 (40,835)
Region: o o o
Northeast 0.5 {10,877) 0.5 (9,734) 0.6 (8,774) 0.6 _(8,224)
North Central 0.4 {14,000) 0:4 (11,198) 0.5 (10,743) 0:5 (10,365)
South 0.3 (15,083) 0.3 (14,482) 0.3 (13,782) 0.3 (14,218)
West 0:4 (8,337) 0.4 (7,567) 0:5 (8,235) 0.5 (8,038)
Metiopolitan status S B L
Central city 0.5 (12,588) 0.5 (11,108 0.5 (10,969) 0.5 (10,115)
Suburb. 0:3 (17,905) 0.3 (17,329) 0.4 (16,599) 0.4 {16,885)
Nonmstrpolitan 0:2 (18,172) 0.3 (14,546) 0.3 (13,986) 0.3 (13,845)

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bured of the Census, Private School.Enrollment, Tuition, and Enrofiment Trends:
October 1979 (Current Population Reports, Series P~23, No. 121), 192 and unpublished tabulations; Bianichi,S:, Private School

Enrollment: Trends and Debates, Research in Sociology of Ediication and Socialization; 3; 1982,

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Table A3

Standard errors for Table 3: Enrollment rates in private elementary and secondary schools by race/

ethnicity, family income; and control of school: October 1985

~ Standard errors in percent (population size in thousands) for the proportion of children attending private schools

Al children , White

Family Total __ Total Church-  Nonchurch- Total Total Church-  Nonchorch-

income enrolied private! related related = _ enrolled privatet related related

Totale = {40,206) 0.2 0.2 0.1 (32,482) 0:3 0:3 g.1
Less than $7,500 - (5;713) 0.4 0.3 0.1 (3.228) 0.6 0.5 0:2
$7,500 1o $14,999 (6,339) 0:4 0:4 0.1 (4,651) 0.6 0.5 0.2
$15,000 to $24,999 (8.470) 0.5 0.4 01 (6,955) 0.5 0.5 0.2
$25,000 to $34,999 (7.410) 0.6 0.6 0.2 (6;619) 0.6 0.6 0.2
$35,000 to $49,999 (6,274) 0.7 0.6 0.2 (5,572) 0.7 0.7 0:3

~ $50,000 and over (4,568) 0:9 0.8 0.5 } {4,221) 09 0.8 0.5

Black _ __ Hispanic

Family Total Total_ Church- _ Nonchurch- Total Total__ Church-  Nonchurch-

income enrolled private! related  _ related enrolled private! related related

Totalz . . (6,325) 0.4 0.3 0.2 (3,908) 0:6 0.6 0.1
Less than $7,500_ (2,253) 0.4 0.3 0.2 {1.026) 0.9 0:8 0:4
$7,500 to $14,999 (1,441) 0.7 0.6 0.2 {1,047) 1.1 1.1 —
$15,000 to $24,999 (1,262) 0.9 0.7 0:4 (889) 1.5 1.4 0.2
$25,000 10 $34:999 (590) 1.8 1.6 0.6 (503) 2.2 2.1 0.7
$35,000 to $49,999 (473) 1.9 1.5 1.0 (218) 37 3.7 —
£50,000 anid over (150) 4.7 3.8 2.8 (123) 5.8 5.8 —

— Notavalable.
i includes some students for whom control of the private schoo! was not reported.

2 Includes some students for whom income was not reported.

3 Hispanics may be of any race. e
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October 1985 Supplement to Current Population Survey, unpublished tatulations.

Table A4

Standard errors

777777777 Pronortion of studentst with tuition and fees of: Median Mean
Level and Total - Proptirrtﬁqu? of students* with tuition §nd fees of. tuition wuition
control of . _enrotled*__.  Less than $500- $1,000- $1,500- $2,000- and and
school (in thousands)  $500 $999 $1,499 $1,999 and over _fees fees
Elementary2 .. 2,543 1.5 1.5 1.3 0.8 1.1 $25 $ 36
{Grades 1-8). S o o o o L -
Church-related 2,211 1.6 1.7 1.4 0.8 08 23 22
Nonchurch-related 326 2.3 2.2 36 2:3 4.4 212 179
Secondary2_. . _. 1,026 0.8 1.4 2.2 2.1 2.2 32 87
(Grades 9-12) __ o N - .
Church-related 859 0.8 1.6 2:5 2.3 2.2 42 56
Nonchurch-related 166 2.0 2.2 3.8 4.0 5.6 852 35

i Based on total nurmber of students for whon tuition levels were feported. The rionresponse rate oil the tuition item for the categories In he table ranged from 10 to 18

percent, The response rate was higher for nonchurch-related schools than church-refated schools.
2 Jicliides some students for whom controlof private school was not reported. . ____ _____ ___ ... o
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October 1985 Supplement to the Current Population Survey, unpublished tabulations.
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Table A5
Standard errors for Table 5: Median private school tuition and fees; by level, control, region, and
metropolitan status: 1985

Standard errors (population size in thioiisands) for median tuition and fees I
Elementary students Secondary students
_ (Grades 1-8) S (Grades 9-12) S
Region_and. o . .
metropolitan Church- Nonchureh- . €harch- Nonchurch-
statos ~ Totall related related Total! related ~ related
us. $25  (2,543) $23 -(2211)  s212  (326) $32  (1,026) 842 (859) $852  (166)
Region: o _ - S L
Northeast __ 26 (855) 25 (565) 500  (921) 58 {350) 61 (280) — (70)
North Central 35 (753) 34 (724) = (24 75 (284) 73 (2n) — (13)
South 37 (701) 43 (559) 257 (139) 98 (242) 67  (183) - (59)
West 31 (430) 45 (365) = {66) 128 (150) 227 (123) — (27
Metropolitan status: — o - o L
Central city 42 (805) 3 _(721) 436 (82) 56 (364) 55 (321) = (43)
Suburb 30 11,234) 35 (1,056) 242 (176) 83 (486) 55  (392) 1.002 (96)
Nonmetropolitan 61 (505) 48 @38)  — (68 113 (176) 62 (147) — (30)

—Not available. ..

' Includes some. stodents for whom control of the private school was not reported; _ . L R
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, October 1985 School Enroliment Supplement to the Corrent Population Survey, unpublished
tabulations.

Table A6
Standard errors for Table 6: Tuition and fees in private schools by level and family income: 1982

and 1985

Standard errors in percent (population size in thiousands) for proportion of students’ with tuition and fees of:

Elementary students Secondary stadents
- (Grades 1-8) - (Grades 9-12) o
Family Total Less than $1,000- $2.000 Total Less than $1;000- $2,000 |
income _number' __ $1,000 $1,999 and over  number $1,000 $1,999 _and over
1985:
Less than $7,500 {119) 6:2 5.8 2.7 , } (83) } 71 } 8.2 } 6.1
$7.500 t6 $14,999 (243) 46 4.2 2.5 , o o
15,000 to $24,999 (446) 36 3.4 1.6 (133) 56 6.5 49
$25.000 to $34,999 (634) 3.1 2.9 1.7 {193) 35 5.2 3.7
$35,000 to $49,999 (522) 3.5 3.2 2.1 (264) 3.0 4.5 4.1
$50,0U0 to $74,999 (306) 4.6 4.0 3.6 (168) 3.0 5.8 5.6
$75,000 and over (207) 5.2 4.6 5.7 (114) 19 6.7 6:8
1982:
Less than §7,500 (126) 5.1 a7 2.2 1 (109) } 7.2 } 7.3 } 3:8
$7,500 to $14,999 (342) 3.4 3.3 1:2 o o o - -
15,000 to $24,999 (679) 25 2:3 1.2 {202) 4.8 5.2 3.3
$25,000 to $34,999 (647) 2.6 2.3 1.4 (229) 4:6 5.0 37
$35,000 to $49,999 (403) 35 2.9 2.4 - (161) 5.5 6.0 45
$50,000 to $74,999 (195) 5.8 4.7 5:1 } 1 o } .
$75,000 and over (129) 6.5 6.7 7.1 fe9) } 3.5 } 5.4 5.1

" Based on total number of stiiderits for whom tuition jevels were reported: The nonresponse rate on the tuition item by income category ranged from 7 to 27 percent in

1985 (16 percent for elementary students and 13 percent for seconidary students) and 4 to 26 percent in 1982 {11 percent for elementary students and 13 percent for
-Ssecondary students). -
NOTE: May not_sum to 100 percent due torounding. - I L
SOURCE: U.S: Department of Commmerce, Bureau of the Census; October 1985 and October 1982 School Enroliment Supplements to the Cuiirent Population Survey,
unpublished tabulations,
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