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ABSTRACT
The approach taken to discourse nnal{sis that

clagsifies text types according to isolated linguistic features is
criticized, and an alternative approach to argumentative texts is
roposed. This approach looks at the process of argumentation as an
nstance of the ?roblon-solving process. The argumentative text ia
then seen as moving from the undesirable, problem state to the
desirable state or solution. Written and spoken argumentation would
manifest different strategies and features but would follow the same
problem~solving process. Argumentative texts would also be
characterized by interaction both between the author and addrexsee
and between successive speech acts in the texts, and interactive
analysis could be used for t{pologiCll diagnosis of whole concrete
texts. An advantage seen in interactive description of a text, as
contrasted with typological definition, is that interactive
sequencing helps to reveal the text's hiararchical structure and to
identify representative speech acts. The concrete examples used in
?his)papor are taken from a sample text, 2z copy of which is appended.
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features,

basis of what is )listed in table 1,
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fast ue ooMdiate £ Jpetahce the Juldhsh' peRtefcr Typa e R Each
wf the dcet tjpwe, We Jod ses Thal the sedlohvie typs chafeciss
3ol §o ol the afjulehlof Iye 1edt Ja evalyatide, vhofose the enh:
Tefie dyje Chafactellst i Hf e eapoeiiociy 1edtl §o phehiolchins
3 R Ifyang il phegiehoi=d 1AKIL g, Lot ue thoh Chdpuls (8 I
Seduetive 17 28 dodshant (R eah 6 the test types, Jhie teif
seajushice e refeis ta Foduelirsd foypme By buCRSSIVE BERTERTED,
pafagyaghie, chapters dand 50 oh; B Tabde 1 ehous, descyiptive
LE¥L s sfe phafacterised by 24t ¥al beijusbicesi RATFAtIve 16818 by
teRpui 4] boquenisa) Esjirsliinty teste by 233U ve abd svplivatory
sRyehiina RS SF)uchtal j7o townle by FiRTFartive deduehicss,

The featuyres Jisted 1n table 1 ake dofely sisrples 6 the
kinde 6f 1IAguiatic pheponens that cap be jdentified as marbers
of specifio tewt typuss, On the basis of Jists like this I s
ROt JIIFIEUIT 1O IRt oul, Say, esFasitaly od A AURER 4t dyve
passages FFom a ooncrete text, What 1s 41009l ©F 1epassThls,
15 the jdeptification of a 2onClote tedl wWith & &pecifie tawt
tyje, tufvfete teXta tUFA gt 1 Le mistyjes of tost Vypres,
The po.jon of text type myst thea bo yaderstocd as an abstravt jous

7, Ayt the typological assesewent of ConCfele 1e¥ta

FOF a0@ER® RFACLICA) purposcs, hovwever, It May he Recessary
for the yeader 1o be able 10 a3y aboutl 4 concrets tsxt whar 1
ultimataly coants 25 aRd why., Sxanples of such practical pur=
poran ote the wMriting of al:styac.s and summwarioss, as well as
the variodss pedagadival purposes suchk as the tsaching of ge=ading
cumpfehetislon and the assessment of the students’ writteh vork,
Pecitons of wvhother a plece of writish woik Js 3 leglitinate
reprasentative of a certain textual vategory ot whether 1t
enprestly summarizes a pivce of work must in theose ages be
made iptuitively, In textlinguistic literature, too, 11 318
somatimes suggested that texta should be divided Iplo 1ypes
according tou thelr overall *illocutionary jaint’ or ‘communloa=
tive purpose’ tcf, Aston 197714791 Shauygressy 1977 and Hauim
1983). For instance the differerce hetwseh expasition and
argumentation = agccording to this criterion = s that the
point in exposition 18 1o infors the reader, whereas (rs poimt
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1A AFFUMeRTALION Ja 10 uRiviRte RIM;  The pridivh 3e biw 1o tell
31f 3%e polRY hag OF has Kot oep Bade ofF 3f @1 boe beeh Rede
wurconaful iy,

For practieal text adalysis puipoesd, TheR, bLattsflss of
1eaiated typologivs) markere and the Roton of slistyact test
Lypes AFe RO eRiugh, Nejoher Je o weiely LAY ILIVe asscselent
af the "EOIRLY GF Cpapose? oF the test,  Ms Beed asthide Fod
the ;ﬂm;mj;g:qs Betint iR of Jokcfote TeBte, The sethod chould
feveal, TGF IRblaRve, whelhel » CORIels Test Couhls ab 4R afgur
FERLAL IR B 48 =B BFPIaILIGH,  Ohs vay of devejiping e fwiho
18 La Attenpt 10 deadiibe the atiudtuls PBlevad}ing 3B savh CAR=
CFete toatsE o8 4fe JRTYINIVe)y AttElbuted Yo coftain textyal
Cateynfies, A this papes ah 41 (efgEt 4e nade 0 sdaesot M 1 fue
structure of an ATJuieRtALive text, The CoRCyete ssianples are
fahen From (e sample teat in Appendia i,

3, The argubehlal lve 1est 48 o protewzan}ution stidvtils

3L would be ddeal if the description of the argunchtat v
1831 could be erbedded 1R the desiFiption of the asguncAtation
process, Konmer (1972339) sugossts that the process of argumens
tation £3h b desckibed aa 3h 1RsARCe DF the cognitive procesa
of proslem=salving, ACcording 1o Kummer's piopoessl, the argux
mentative speaker oFr vidler (E) assemes that REs heareyr oF
yeadaer (H) has an undesirable 'initial position® 10 3 state of
affairs, The B'S yoal 18 1o chapge the IRIta) position IR the
H's wind 30 that 1t appioaches 3Rd ultimate s eguals 8'a oun
view of the state of affaire, 8% own viev 18 the deslfable
pasition, the *final position® 1o bo vitablished 1hto H's nind,
This goal is reached via a wories ef sub=goalsa, the single ar=
gqunieht s of the argumentation, Nhon arguicntation IS moen 48 4
problen~zolviag process, the initial, undesirable state is the
problenm and the [inal, desirable state i1s the solution, The
afgumantation in the movemeat towards the desirabls stare,

According 1o summer (1972129) 1t 13 typical of the problems
s50I¥INg prr-eas In cenoral that Jt allows changes of sub=yoals
IF straregles within the process of solution and 18 not bound o
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A pFergiven plas,?  Phae 74 3@ ApPiced of EFaubeii sl gon dhed

Pehn pfgubsble Sxein Fo he fobfed 3R The phaires of stgsiekies
LIWRE ey sEars apiRtanenaly #hd dets.nike ths Fuithes

goup i wf #pt s 1ovarde fhe Foad .t Fudthes, 'the e teWere
of proplescrolvisg seeme 40 wodk Jibe A dieghetis fiudd pattefalsg
the adisflal SORIRG WIBhIR e Foach;?

B oy Bpodl aMEDLE MG ulm Rl el 1oR CaR fre a:;;-wi'luf-? 1o deRjfeet
deife 1Faiee of (8 ‘GFI5IRe] " AFSulentat day piaceds ThER W ILIER
AFFuleRT AL dv et e, Mo oAk abeuie That dach & dhe ppodtsReity
Lhat shalavloifve the wFPulshial jaun placses o vajoh fThe ekl je
fhesd Cute delotsg JA the doufas wf wiilikg #8d Fawi it ihg 2he
tant, Stpdd, evch wfittlek teats biave 2w tyfal Fuatajee Thay
48 fvo ALAFRbuted 10 Thas GIPRIRNAT AFSunEAt Xt ok pEOveek,  The
Lasyc proplem=salving pattein <an srid) e sesn 16 the test
BLFssluls: A% AFgufehlallve 1850 Y30 he Coedf ilasd S8 2
e guehce 34 which LRE SV F.0tural wRIE aitustiin, probles, &y
Civh and evaluyst 1o8 can o pdent§fied,  Jhepe ape specpfie "Elets?
IR the test Fip the gt iald, ondesirabide state = the profdem =
and foF the fippal, Jesjrahle state = the eulutioh. The eéas
fustion 1ot 35 reserved fof the evaluationr of the conlectyfea
wiulieohe 5 the syggeatod £3) 10, The EJ1walisn )01 & 4%
sofved fur backarfound Katofiad, Je, Facts and ¥jews jRisLdeg
for the srisptation of B 1o the probler sfes,

e GFIGIRAT PFGUNERLALION EFOcess §5 ajso reflested on the
WEBUTER Text A That the ulrimite soluvion 3r RO affived
suddenly Lut approathed gFadually, thyowsh Yapioes imetrediate
Bleps, The wsve)ibe and Fepelitirve proceading tovwafds the oy
LIOR I 4 wEILlan Yot gives s §1 were 3 e1ylised ploture of
1he A GURERIAL JOR pEocess 186elf, wWhich tfjes oyt A dtear
rundeer of subgoals and strategics, sl imioates sone and pursuss
orhers uR1d) the aaih goal 1s consjdered 10 have been feached,

At & fesull the ead praduct, the text, 1& 3 corstellation of
mingature 1exts vhich all contribute 1o the ultinate 39a), the
solution, Al) the minil texts, however, 340 =41 touch upoh 1he
solution, le, they 90 not have 2 sciutioh slet at ad)y they wmefes
1y 1luminate sepects of the probjem, Some minl lests, oh the
slher hand, while relating 1o aspects of the problem, may also
gise a glimpse 19 the solution and passibly even 18 evaluarion,

)



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

s pFopiomzaii-3on elduitars of 2 kohgpis Lued 103,
B R AIe 4 de et ihed bk fiduie 1 be W

Yok vady il d oty cwd i
¥, e
’ '\\ 5
5i% : TR T
Lyl ol 1wl T

FAmCBRATEone Y

Ly
-

3
L2

LAl

Figute 1, Probletrsolution &1udtate iR sehple teat

The Bumbeds Ik the wqustek fefer 10 paradfaph fuhbels 1n the tesy,
A Giagonal jpme ACFOrs o BJusTe DAFkE those JRETARCcE IR WRICH
less 1han 3 pavagiaph Be Asvered 10 A8 Jlem,  The text 3s divys
ded mto thieo P)ohal yhits, the (opio whll, the elsbofat 1on

SHIL ARG Lhe coRclusion wait, #ach of Which cansjete of one sy
mofe Al tswte (7, = Tyt: The Lofigontal aris tepreeent s 1he
lincar progrossion of 1% Yust, The verticsl axis Fepleesht s
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FERRgE Khe ghyeised sesdity.  Phe S3ed.a1508 I8 sl udcr e
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of Aseigniha 2 problemreciation psiterh 1o The ivefal] s1ievier
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mean that the illocutionary quality would be stative. (It can be
mentioned in passing that the situation sections of argumentative
texts seen to be stative in their illocutionary quality. Since
the sample text has very few and very short situation sections,
it is not worth pursuing this matter here.) In expository texts
directive acts would probably be rare or missing.

Factual prose texts often have summaries at the beginning or
at the end of the text. These summaries can be expected to legi-
timately represent the text as a whole, especially if they are
parts of the text and written by the author himself. An inter-
active and problem-solution analysis of these parts of the text
should according to my position turn out a diagnosis of the text
type. These summaries can of course also be observed in terms
of what I called isolated typological markersz. We can expect to
find also these markers accumulated in the top material.
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APPENDIX 1

Environmental
Conservation
“or Countryside

. Cosmetics?
by P. H. Selman k
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