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ABSTRACT

This digest highlights features of the Educational
Resources Information Center (ERIC), explains how to use the system
most effectively, and offers suggest;ans on how teacher education
faculty can present and use the ERIC system to supplement classroom
instruction. Following a description ¢f how resources in ERIC can be
helpful to teachers and teacher candldates, a discussion is presented
on what teacher candidates should know in order to use ERIC
effectively. Some suggested activities for classroom follow-up are
offered. (JD)
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The Importance of
The Educational Resources Information Center
For Teacher Candidates

The ERIC system can be a vital resource for teacher
eduecation, offering not only research findings but practical
ideas and information that teacher candidates can use
throughout their professional careers. This digest highlights
ERIC's features and how to use the system mast effectively. It
offers suggestions on how teacher education faculty can
present and use the ERIC system in their classrooms.

What Is ERIC?

It’s the world’s largest educational database—used by
researchers, education professionals, and poliey makers around
the world. It's the Educational Resources Information Center,
ERIC for short. ERIC can expand teacher candidates’
knuwledge of the pmfessmn broaden their career horizons, and
give a lifelong resource for improving professional competence.
This digest highlights ERIC'’s features, explains how to use the
systern most effectively, and offers suggestions on how teacher
education faculty ¢can present and use the ERIC systemn to
supplement classroom instruction.

Why Do Teacher Candidates Need To Use ERIC?

ERIC is the most comprehensive edueation information
service for teachers and teacher candidates.

Ascssszbnhty The largest Educatiunal database in the
Jou'nal artlcles from all areas of educatmn Many daeuments
are included, research reports to curriculum guides, pamphlets
to conference papers. The system is accessible either by
computer or through print indexes, using the information
published in its two monthly indexes, Resources in Education
and Current Index to Journals in Education, found in
university libraries nationwide. The indexes provide full
bibliographie eitations and abstracts for each entry, along with
subject and author indexes. The full text of RIE documents is
available on microfiche in the library collections. Computer
searches of the database are also available in more locations
than the microfiche eollections.

Lifelong Resource. Learning the ERIC system gives
teacher candidates access to materials for term papers,
bibliographies, and other research assignments. But more
importantly, ERIC offers a lifelong entry to the education
profession’s comprehensive resources. In addition to research
findings, ERIC documents and journal articles contain many
practmal 1deas that worl-: —suggestmns on clagmam

pmf&ssmnal {ssues such as teenage pregnancy, merit pa_y,
career ladders, and teacher evaluation.
Multiple Viewpoints. ERIC allows comprehenswe

information-gathering in all disciplines connected with
education because unlike a single publication or one authors
perspective, the system contains many viewpoints. For
example, a single search of CIJE and RIE on the subject
classroom discipline will yield views of teachers, principals,

edm;atlon faculty, and researchers

develnpmgnt F rom i:ertlflcatlﬂn requlrements in the
¢ states and internustional edueation opportunities. to
staff development pmgrams and innovative products and
techniques, all ean be found in ERIC.

Why Should Education Faculty Teach ERIC
in the Classroom?

Faculty have special areas of expertise to draw from when
teaching the ERIC system. A faculty member can help the
student find different theories, practices, specific researchers,
and organizations knowledgeable about the subject. Thus,
guidance from a faculty member helps the students define the
information question and determine how to locate relevant
information.

Classroom assignments that follow a library orientation
will assure a more thorough understanding of how to find
information in ERIC. Learning how to use the system without
prac:tlce is like learning to drive a car without st’.a!’tmg the
engine. Students need someone knowledgeable in the subject
area to pose specific teaching situations they may encounter for
which the ERIC system would be helpful. In this way, using
ERIC can become an integral part of teachers' professional
lives.

to Use ERIC Effectwely"

Tn use the ERIG system effectlvely. teac:her educatmn
questmn hnw to conduct a search of the prmt mdexea or ask
for a computer search, and how to locate the full text of the
documents and journal articles. .

Defining the Question. Both manual and computer
searches begin with defmmg the “search” question. The more
precisely the question is posed, the more “on target” the
resources from the system will be. ERIC indexes each
document and article using a controlled vocabulary found in
the Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors. For exarmple, a question
like, “What do good elementary school teachers do?” is far too
broad. But, “What are some effective teaching strategies for
Sith grnle?” yields a list of documents that are indexed by
both of the deseriptors Teaching .Hﬂ‘hmls and Grade 5. Esereises

AMERiCAN ASSDCIATIDN OF CQLLEGES FC)R TEACHER EDUCATIDN
C’ne Duprmt Cfxrcle . Smte 51_{1 Washmgtfm, DC 30035

Q

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



are available w give the students practice using the 7esaurns
(Houston 1981).
Cﬂmiuﬂtzng the Sean:li_ Usmg the ERIC r.rmt indexes in

involves a fee. the msnual garch is free. Usmg Drlnt mdexes is
also the easiest way to locate resources if only a few documents
are needed on a specific topic (ERIC Clearinghouse on Social
Studies 1981). Other advantages of print indexes are the
"serendipitous find” and the ability to change direction without
expensive computer manipulations.

To cnnduct a manual search, the students must be
CIJE Journals mm;ammg the mdexes abstracts, and urdermg
information needed to locate the complete decument or journal
article. Specifically, they need to know how to use the author
and subject indexes, how to interpret the information
contained in the abstract, and where to obta’n the materials
after they find the identification =uiikzrs (ED, ERIC
Document, and the EJ, ERIZ journal).

A computer search is useful for doing an Iu—uﬁl,“.ll
literature review when the information question is complex.
Computer searches are available in many college and
university libraries, school district resource centers, and state
department of education offices, Students should identify
where the closest ERIC resources are in the Directory of ERIC
mlcrnflche cﬂllectmns In addltmn the ERIC databsse can be

Lacatzng the Text. After locating the 1dentif1cat1nn
numbers (ED and EJ) of the documents and Juurnal articles,
the students must learn to locate the documents in the
microfiche collection and the journals in the serials collection.
If a journal is unavailable in a library, a reprint of the article
can be ordered from University Microfilms International,
Artlcle Reprint Sex‘v’u::ei SDU N Zeeb Road, Ann Arbﬂr MI

urdered from the ERIC Dix:ument Repmduc:tmﬂ Ser\nce 3900
Wheeler Ave., Alexandria, VA 22304,

Some Suggested Activities for Classroom Follow-Up
1. C{)mplle a bibliography of recent documents and journal
articles in the ERIC system on a specific topie, such as testing.
2. Locate recent curriculum guides to social studies to

update resoures in the school curriculum lab. (Use of RIE)

3. Debate a controversial issue, such as teacher testing and
have the students use materials in ERIC to increase awareness
about the system’s diversity.

4. Prepare lesson plans using ideas retrieved from the
ERIC system in a subject area applicable to the class.

5. Prepare a policy paper on a controversial subject, such
as merit pay for teachers. (Use of RIE and CIJE)

6. Give an oral presentation about the impact of
educational reform efforts, such as teacher career ladders. (Use
of RIE and CIJE)

7. Locate statistics about teacher shortages in a particular
state. (Use of RIE and CIJE)
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