DOCUMENT RESUME
ED 276 305 FL 016 286
AuTHOR Weathorford, . Jacold

TITLE Persunzl Benefits oi Foreign Languace Study. ERIC

T Digest, - R

INSTITUTION ERiC Clearingliouse on Languages and Linguistics;

L I oIZII_= Wishinétoh, ﬁie; e S B

SPONS AGENCY Office of Educational Research and Improvement (ED),

o Washington, DC.

PUB_DATE oct 86

CONTRACT £00-86-0019

NOTE 4p. - S S

PUB TYPE Information Analyses -~ ERIC Information Analysis
Products (071)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage. T
DESCRIPTORS *xcademic Achievemant; *Cognitive Development; -

Cultural Awareness; *Educational Benefits; Bducation
Work Relationship; *Intercultural Comaunication;

Problem 5So0lving; Rewards; *Second Language Learning;
o *Travel B

IDENTIFIERS ERIC Digests
ABSTRACT

- —-—-—— .———.._. There is an increasing awareness-of the usefulness of
foreign language training in a_number ‘of seemingly diverse areas. _
Foreign language students develop nct _only technical skills related
to language use but algo tangible advantages in tie job market .
because of their increased communication skiils. Mastery of languages
also_enhances the enjoyment of travel abioad and reduces frustration
and _isolation during travel in other countries. Increased
international business opportunities have ‘made meaningful = -
communication and understanding between cugguresmore valuable; and

the individual's ability to understand and umpathize across cultural

lines is increased with language study. In addition, research
suggests that foreign language study enharces _both cognitive = =
developmeat and academicachieyement.WBile?Eiscertainthatpeaplé
familiar with more than one language and culture can com=mnicate more

effectively with pzople of other countries and\cuvltures, it is also

possible that_through learning another language and culture, people
become more effective problem-solvers, closer to achieving solu*ions

to pressiug social problems because of an increased awareness of a
wider set of options. (MSE)

AR R R R R R A KRR AR R R AR AR AR AERRR

%

ARRRE AR R R AR RRRRRR R RN R RS RRRARRRRRRRS
*  Reproductions supplisd by EDRC are the best tha* can be made *
® - from the original document. = = = *
KRR ARRERERRRRRARRARR AR R RN R AR “ sk ARERERRERRRRRRRARERARRRRRER AR A hhh k%




5

ERIC DIGEST

7630

ED

ERIC Clearinghouse on
Languages and Linguistics

_PERSONAL BENEFITS OF
FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY

Prepared by H.rﬁéiéiQVWéatherford
October 1986

y)s EEPiﬁT;!EiIQ; EDUCATION "EéﬁMISSIONTOﬁEPRQDUCE THIS
sir :ﬂ%’;c:in;;; e e MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED By
OHCATIONAL BESOURCES INFORMATION /7 i .
b This_document has been reproduced as a

received from the person 6r orgamya
orpnearom the ganization
0 Mnor changes iiave been made to v
hiad Ll O IMprove
feProduction quatity - i

. ﬁginiabi vi(;ivbiopth:bné sl;iiatﬁthnadoéi:r '}0 THE EDUCATIQNAL HE“() 7
ants o ons stated i theg TO THE EDUCAT SOURCES
SEEI mmlnr;o'c::l;&:;:ly represent official INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).”

Center for Applied Linguistics
1118 22nd Street; NW
Washington, DC 20037

5§
Y
o
N
%
N
*

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




[BRIE] cLEARINGHOUSE GN LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTIES

P."sonal Benefits

of Foreign Language Study

Prepared by H. Jarold Weatherford October, 1986

_ For a long time Americans tended 1o think that
knowing English was sufficient for all their needs. As a

resull; Americans developed an image as the people who
cannot say even the most rudimentary phrase in any other

language. Fortunately, - however, many- business;
potitical, and educational leaders are belatedly realizing
that the whole world does not speak English; and that

even many of those who have learned English as a second
language prefer to converse, to do business, and to
- Not long ago learning a foreign language was con-

sidered to be merely a part of a liberal education or an
intellectnal exercise throuph the study of gramimar and

literature. It was automatically assumed that anyone
studying a foreign language as a major field was going 1o
be cither a teacher, an interpreter, or a translator and had
no other career options. While there is 2:ill a need for

people in those professions; there is also a growing need

for individuals who possess advanced skills in foreign
languages and are rained in various technical areas. This
is 2 result of increased activity in international business,

the inflow. of large amounts of foreign capital io the

Unied S, incresed eraonttion, ad

expanded awareness of the feed o ¢ t not enly
business but diplomatic relations in the language of the

host country. A second language is now. becoming a vital
part of the basic preparation for an increasing number of
carcers. Even in those cases where the knowledg- of a
second language does not help. graduates obain a first
job, many report that their foreign language skills ofien

enhance their mobility and improve their chances for
promotion. o L

students choose to_develop, they_also have further
tangible advantages in the job market. In a recent study
that sought to ascertain which college courses had been
most valuable for people who were employed in the
business world, graGuates pointed not only to career-
oriented courses such as business management; but also

o people-oriented subjects like psychology, and w

skills. Foreign language students, whose courses focus
heavily on this aspect of leaming, often possess

outstanding communication skills, both written and oral.

= ’,; :Z;ir%lfiri’ﬁ a;;’z:bj':‘i - i: ixé indim

a revived recognition of the value of liberal ans training

in general in an employee's career preparation.

'hat About Foreign Language and

Travel Abroad?

perhaps especially among young people, to travel abroad.
Only a generation or two ago people rarely ventured
beyond their home states, but now, as the planet shrinks

at an unprecedented pace, large numbers of people iravel
o ouser North and South American countries, to Europe,

ard even 10 Asia and Africa with increasing frequency for
m miﬂ;pm . - oo oL llT oz Z -
_ Certainly it is possible 1o travel in foreign lands

without knowing the language. In fact, as much as our
gencration travels, for many it would be impossible to
learn. the language spoken in every. country: that they
might visit. Nevertheless, the traveler who knows the
language of the country not only has an easier time
solving everyday problems associated with travel, but
also bas a_more pleasant experience and greater
understanding both of the people of the foreign country
and of their culture. Thereslore, every language Americans

master will enhance their enjoyment and reduce their

frustration and isolation as they travel aroiind the world.

_How_ Can Foreign Language Study
Help Improve Cultural Understanding
and Mutual Communication?

_ As the globe has shrunk, international businiess
opportunities have multiplied and travel has grown apace.
Mutual understanding and meanifigful communication

achieve; have now gained increased urgency. As a result,
significant numbers of people in the Uniied States have
begun 1o call for better intemational unde-standing, and
many of them: have been urging more foreign langiage

study as an important means to attaining this goa!l. Sich
exhortations are eminently well-founded, because the
study of another language provides the most effective
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tool for penetrating the barrier of a single language and a

single_culture. Furthermore, experience with another

culture enables people w0 achieve a significantly more
profound understanding of their own. -

Knowledge of a foreign language i is- not guannteed o
create empathy -with and undersianding of the native
speakers of that language. However, the. development of
these qualities in individuals with a desire to understand

and empathize is greatly facilitated by language study.

Furthermore, foreign language study tends to help

dissolve misconceptions and often helps to create feelings
of sympathy for native spcakers of the language,
specmllylfuzswdylsbegunearlyandpumuedfora

long period of time.

Does Foreign Language Study Help to
Deveiop Mental Ability or Improve
Grade.

Thacmlume mtchjiiindSm whcn!eammgn

tomgn language was regarded primarily as a mental

discipline for developing intellectual capacity. Even

though it is now clear that language learning has
numerous applications of both a practical and a
humanistic nature, researchers as well as language
educators still recognize that spin-off benefits accrue from
foreign language study-for other academic areas. For
example; sEumSav:anomwd,"mepqmyhgyg

never con ; spoken; read or written a Ianguage
oﬂnerﬂmnli:smoﬂmtonxuchshuleornopmpecuve

on his own language, - . . he has never penetrated the

rich areas of learning and experience lying beyond
monolingual communication.”

Novelist John Updike attributes the d’etcnomnon of
wnnngshllsmmmmtwogemumgmmngup
without Latin. "In some curious way, the stdy of this
dead and intricate language enabled writers to write a
beautiful, clear idiomatic English.” It may be that these
benefits are not to be gmnqd only from Latin. As
Vermont Royster said, "What is involved is a process in
which the study of a different language gives a person an
understanding of the nature of language itself, -a sense of
mncunaﬂnindxfﬁcuhtoacqmreﬁ'omsmdymgms

ourselves dﬁp,,,, P
__For_many decades resem:hcxs lmve -mcmpmd m

reinforce with empirical evidence the intuitive sense of
the value of foreign language muly in improving the
cognitive functioning of the bmn,md many rescarch
mectslnvehntaed’am!olhaen particular
forggn e study er

ME utennfomxn language in tnghsdlool

had a significantly higher grade point average in all high

school subjects as well as in freshman English courses in
college. In addition, data from the Admission Testing
PmmcftbeCﬁllegeandshowadéﬁmlepoﬁhﬁ
correlation between Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

scores aiid the study offomgn In one recent
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test group for exxmple. smdents who had taka: 1\0 .

of 356 on-the yelhal portion-of the SAT; and 409. oruhg
math portion. Students who had taken only one year of a

foreign language had slightly higher scores (378 and

416); whereas stdents with_twe years of a foreign

language showed more dramatic inm (417 and 463).

Each additional year of language study brought a further

mmm,mmmwwhmmwahnguage
for five years or tore achieving an average of 504 on the
vatalandS3Smihemﬂnpompnpf0&Qum -

lr,ngth of study of cenain subjects, mcludmg Enghsh

math, biological sciences, physical scieiices, and social

studies, and SAT scores, and found that in almost all

cases the longer a student studied one of these subjects,
the higher were the scores. However, the verbal scares of
students who had taken four or five years of a foreign
language were higher than verbal scores of students who

had studied any other subject for an equal kength of time.

Similar results have been obtained by other reszarchers

who have examined foreign language study and SAT

scores. .

Anumbaofsmdnesmbdmgiiiledmuonalsoswn
to lead to the conclusion that foreign language stady can
md md even accelerate the cognitive development of the

,,,,,,,,,

oqow— -~ g—- - — g —--— - ———— o —--—

ou:pd'form;d sumlar monolg[gnal gpjgk;ts on verbal and

nonverbal tests of intelligence: This discovery has led

some researchers to speculaie that bilinguals may have a

language ability that enables them to achieve greater
mental flexibility. Along with the certainty that people
who know imore than one language and culture can
communicate more effectively with people of other
countries and cultures; it is indeed possibie that through
leamning another language and culture, people bocome

more effective problem-solvers, closer to achieving

solutions to pressing social problems because of an

increased awarcness of a wider set of options.
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