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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuina
series designed to make information on relevant dissertations
available to users of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation
Abstracts International are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of
dissertations on rela*ed topics, which thus become accessible in
searches of the ERIC 4. “ase. Ordering information for dissertations
themselves is included . '.he end of the bibliography.
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THE INFLUENCE OF BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE ON NON-.
NATIVE STUDENTS' MEMORY FOR READING PASSAGES
Order No. DA8507427

Anow, Herew, Eo.D. Rutgers University The State U. of New Jersey
(New Brunswick), 1884. T9pp. Chairperson: Matin Kling

Problem. This study was designed 1o invastigate (1) the influence
of background knowledge on memory for expository text of
mnnycollmmhmonwhomnon-muvoapukmd&m
and (2) specific acculturation factors which might affect the

suggesied that backgrounc knowledge would significantly affect
memory for text. Howaver, most studies had used narrative prose
composed specifically for the experiment. Previous research aiso
Wanunﬁonuctmwchuhmmdwcm

thus affect mastery at acquiring background k .

Procedure. Thirty-one native speakers of English and thirty-one
hon-native speakers of English wers asked to recall all they could of
w0 reading passages from the New Jersey Coilege Basic Skills
Macement Test. One passage had a universal thems (no specific
knowledge of American history and cunuremmtiulform
comprehension), while the other had an American culture-bound
thame. Recall was measured using holistic scoring of the subjects’
protocols.

Non-native subjects were also administered a vocabulary test to
messure language proficiency, & questionnaire on their educational
beckground and length of U.S. residence, and Acton's Prolessed
DMerence in Attitude Questionnaire 10 determine perceived social
distence between the subjects, their countrymen, and Americans.

Rindings. The major finding was that background knowledge had a
significant effect on memory for expository prose; subjects who were
native and who werg non-native speakers of English did not differ in
their sacall for text with a universal theme, but they did differ
M.p(.os.hmwldmmhmwmw
bound theme. None of the acculturatior. factors tested was found %o
be statistically significant.

Conciusions. Caution must be sxercised when using reading recall
or reading comprehension for placement or proficiency testing of
persons in their second language. Scores may be significantty
aflected by passage theme since non-natives do not share a waalth of
background knowledge in common with test writers and first
lenguage testees. Thus, evaluation instruments mey be biased againet
he non-native.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A READING TEXTBOOK WITH A
TEACHER'S MANUAL FOR ENGLISH AS A SECOND
LANGUAGE STUDENTS IN BASIC COLLEGE COURSES IN
PUERTO RICO Order No. DA8S0S5487
Gancia, MaTiLoe, E.D. New York University, 1984, 423pp.
Chairperson: Professor Harvey Nadler

TMpurpooeo'miutudyistodevebplmdingtoxtbookvdﬂu
Wsacher's manual for English as a second language students in basic
college courses in Puerto Rico. The textbook incorporates the recent
research on the reading process and considers the needs of thess
siudents.

The organization of the textbook was influenced by the
peycholinguistic theory of reading proposea by Frank Smith who
views reading as an interaction activity between the reader and the
foxt. The reader arrives st meaning by selectively choosing
information and then integrates it with his knowledge. The exercisss
thowurducﬁviﬂuMiMucemmtomwmd.
which are based on factors within himself or herself and not merely in
the text.

Thbhxtbookhumnchlpmuchcomhmgmodwelopm

strategies.” Each chapter is based on topics that conform to the
interests and experiences of the Pusrto Rican population for which #t
was developed.

The teacher's manua: contains an analysss of Frank Smith's theory
of reading along with other viewpoints snd practices that coincide
with his theory. The teachers are provided with suggestions as to how
%0 incorporate that research in the reading class. This analys:s will
820 serve 1o satisty the need for reading teachers to understand what
reading is: how it is learned and how it is taught. By utilizing the
guidelines in the leacher's manual, teachers should be able to use the
textbook more effectively.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE AND VOCABULARY OEVELOPMENT
USING SEMANTIC MAPPING WITH CULTURALLY DIVERSE
STUDENTS Order No. DA8500826¢

Kansown, JacoueLing C.. Pu.D. The University of Wisconsin - Madison,
1984. 195pp. Supervisor: Dale D. Johnson

This study examined the resources and processes used by
children of different cultural groups as they engaged in vocabulary
development. S aral researchers have addressed the role of cultural

in vs. .ous dimensions of reading comprehension.
Overall, findings suggest that familiarity with the implicit background
knowiedge undertying a text facilitated text comprehension and

The study was done with rural Native American, Finer-city black,
and suburban white sixth grade students. Subjecis received semantic
mepping vocabulary instruction and then were individually
imerviewed to determine relationships between prior knov..edge and
vocabulary acquisition.

Anslyses were done through interview procedures designed to
examine the relationships among cultural background, prior
knowledge and the acquisition of new vocabulary.

Analysis of students' responses indicated that: (1) The three
groups did exhibit differences ir: vocabuiary. (2) All groupa strongly
fended 10 exploit their experiences; that is, first hand experiences
strongly influenced all lists. (3) All groups tended 10 associate new
words with direct experience words. (4) All groups more often
mmeorrecﬂywhonmwocmedmemwimwomsm
hed generated. (5) All groups evidenced chunking of words and
hetworking among words and categories on their maps.

The results provide evidence that students do exploit their unique
®Xperiences 2 a means of developing socabuiary. Thus, vecabulary
instruction should be effective if teac.iers encourage students to
relate new words to thase known words unique to their expenences,
wtomthmmmnlmdummmmleamm
words.

EFFECTS OF PRIOR AURAL EXPOSURE ON THE ORAL
READING PERFORMANCE AND COMPREHENSION OF
MEXICAN AMERICAN MIGRANT CHILDREN

OrderNo. DA8S07507

Kink, Barsana VanDrre, Pu.D. Michigan State University, 1984,
183pp.

oral reading performance and comprehension of bilingual Mexican
Amgrican migran chiidren. Fifteen bilingual Spanish-speaking
subjects, nine or ten years of 206 reading at fourth-fifth grade level,
were ssiected from the Title | Migrant Education Program.
Procedure. Subjects read four expository soclal studies
MrutuwmﬂcmAmﬁcmculwnwmnhbdtom
Cultures. For one



of the portion of the passage to which the subject did not receive
sursl ¢ xposure were analyzed. Comprehension wes assessed by the
quality miscues and recall. Thess data were subjected to multivariate
snalysis of variance for repeated messures.

Andings. Prior aural explosure resuited in significantly fewe:
miacues and highur comprehension, as measured by retelling, than
he spontaneous reading of pessages. Oral reading performance did
not differ significantly on the types of miscues generated, graphic and
phonemic praximity, syniactic and semantic acceptability, or
correction of miscues. With respect to the effects of ethnically related
content, miscues generated while reading sthnically reiated passages
more often preserved the intended meaning of the text. However,
mwconw"\hcuummmulforomwy_
unreiated content. For comprehension, recall was significantly higher
for the portion of the ethnically reiated passages to which the subject
did not receive aural exposure. Conversely, for the entire passage,
recall was significantly greater for ethnically unrelated passages. An
interaction effect indicated that prior aural exposure resuited in
significantly higher comprehension for ethnically unrelated passages.

A THREE-YEAR LONGITUDINAL STUDY ON READING
DEVELOPMENTAL PROCESSES AND BEHAVIOR OF A
BILINGUAL CHILD OrderNo. DA8509241

WONGLA, ANCHALEE, P1.D. Texas Woman's University, 1984. 220pp.
Chairman: Rose Spicola

The purposes of this study were to investigate the reading
developmental processes of a Two-year-old, Thai child who was
immaersed in an English-speaking school environment; to identify the
child's behaviors indicating reading development occurred at home
over a three-year period.

The study was based on the developmental theory that literacy
skilis develop in the same natural way as a spoken language if
children are immersed in an environment of a printed language, as
they are immersad in the spoken lenguage.

The subject. Pim. was the only child in a farmily where reading and
writing were common activities. To allow Pim 10 leem to read naturally
without pressure, the investigator who was Pim's mother ~sither

sttempted to give her any kind of instruction in reading u Pim
asked, nor directly instructed her to do any kind of rudinmivity.
The only assistance the parents offered Pim was to read to her and to
snswer her questions about story pictures and content, and other
print in her environment. Pim was aliowed to choose, actually, one
book & day from all Thai and English children's books she possessed.
Thon: one of her parents, mostly her mothar read the story through
one time to anm. When her mother read to Pim, usually at bedtime, the
T i ey o Aty

m's ing gradually developed. At 4 , 1
age, when Pim confronted some words she couid not reagmt::z
one of the follom_\g strategies: (s) attempting to read by using her
memory of text, picture clues, and graphic clues; (b) skipping; or
(c) ::smuhn&v:dg;n wordy of similar ssmantics.

yoars could read most 1ogo’s and her children's

uoumny.aymm.m-nw-ammwdu
nuwmmmummmmmmym.
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