DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 264 356 UD 024 632

AUTHOR Hendricks, Leo E.

TITLE A Comparative Analysis of Three Select Populations of
Black Unmarried Adolescent Fathers. Volume II. Final
Report.

INSTITUTION Howard Univ., Washington, D.C. Mental Health Research

SPONS AGENCY

and Development Center.

Children's Bureau (DHHS/OHS), Washington, DC.;
National Inst. of Mental Health (DHHS), Rockville,
MD. Center for Minority Group Mental Health
Program.

PUB DATE Aug 82
GRANT 1-R01-2555-07; 90Cw637-01
NOTE 206p.; For related documents, see UD 024 631 and UD

AVAILABLE FROM

024 633.

Mental Health Research and Development Center,
Institute for Urban Affairs ~nd Research, Howard
University, 2900 Van Ness Street, N.W., Washington,
DC 20008 ($3.00).

PUB TYPE Reports - Research/Technical (143) --
Tests/Evaluation Instruments (160)

EDRS PRICE MF01 Plus Postage. FC Not Available from EDRS.

DESCRIPTORS Adolescents; *Blacks; *Early Parenthood; Family
Relationship; *Fathers; Outreach Programs; Parenting
Skills; *Sexuality

IDENTIFIERS Illinois (Chicago); Ohiec (Columbus); Oklahoma
(Tulsa)

ABSTRACT

This document is the final report of a study of

Black, unmarried adolescent fathers designed to identify and describe
quantitatively the difficulties they faced and their problem solving
methods. The dzta were secured through a nonprobability sample of 20
Black, unwed fathers in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 27 fathers in Chicago,
Illirois, and 18 fathers and 50 non—fathers in Columbus, Ohio. The
major problems faced by the study population were found to relate to
financial responsibility, parenting skills, completing their
education, and getting along with the unwed mother and her parents.
The young fathers most often sought help from their families with
these problems, especially from their mothers. Based on the findings
in the report, it is recommended that more parenting agencies for
adolescents provide services for young, unmarried fathers. These
males need assertive outreach programs, which should also extend to
their male friends and to the families of the young parents. (CG)

kkkhkkhkhkhkhkhhkhhhhhhkhhhhhhhkhkhikhhhhhkkhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhknhhhkhkhhhhhhk

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *
*

from the original document. *
khkkhkhkhhhhdhkhhkhhkhhhhhdhhkhhhkhhkhhhhhhkhhkhkhhkhhkhhhhkhhkhhhkhkkkhhkrkk




A Comparative Analysis of Three Select

Populations of Black Unmarried “PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION Adolescent Fathers MATERIAL IN M‘CRO';'C“E OHLY
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION HAS BEEN GRANTED B
N €QUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
f CENTER {ERIC) ,&(Dfem £ G&u'y
, This document has been reproduced as

» Minor changes have been made to improve

Hovsard Aﬁvuhwfiéy

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).”

received from the person or organization
or ginating 1t

reprodu~tion quality

. -
O

® N
N
=
O
QN

@ 0O
Ll

Y

®

*
M
\Q
AN

¢ J
>
N

®

Rl

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Points of view or opintons stated in this docu
ment do not rece.sanly represent official NIE
position or policy

VOLUME 11

FINAL REPORT
by
Leo E. Hendricks, Ph.D.

Mental Health Research and Development Center
institute for Urban Affalrs and Research
Howard University
Washington, D. C.



®

e

A Comparative Analysis of Three Select

o Populations of Black Unmarried
Adolescent Fathers

%. Volume 11

; Final Report

® by

‘ Leo E. Hendricks, Ph.D.

® Mental Health Research and Development Center

; Institute for Urban Affairs and Research
Howard University

® washington, D.C.

August, 1982




ADSTRACT

An exploratory study, fnvolving three (3) limited populations
of Black unmarried adolescent fathers, was carried out to identify
and describe quantitatively problems they faczd and their methods
for kandling them. Additfonal aims of the {nvestigation were to
fdentify and descride: (1) the sexual knbwledge, attitudes, and
practices of the subjects; (2) the attitudes of the young fathers
toward fetherhood; (3) the relationship between of the young
fathers and the mothers of their first child] and (4) the ways
that unwed Black adolescent fathers differ from unwed Black
adolescent non-fathers.

The data for this study were secured through 8 nonprobability
sample of twenty (20) fathers in Tulsa, Oklahcma, twenty-sever
(27) fathers in Chicago, I11inois, and from forty-eight (68)
fathers as well as fifty (50) non-fathers in Columbus, Ohio. Data
were collected from subjectS'h\face-to-face interviews through
the use of an interview schedule. Descriptive, chi-square, and
discriminant function analyses were used to identify and describe
trends in the dats.

Mzjor problems faced by the unmarried adolescent fathers in
this study related to the following:

o Financial responsibilities

o Parenting skills

o Completing their education

o Getting along with the unwef mother and her parents.

Most often, the young fathers sought help with these problems
from their families. The family menber most frequently sought for
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help with 2 problem was the veung father's mother. Based upon
these and other findings fncluded in this report, ft was
recommended that more parventing agencies for adolescents provide
services for young unmarried fathers. What is needed to get young
fathers fnvolved, it seems, {s assertive outreach. In addition to
reaching out to young fathers, an agency's outreach program must

extend to their male friends and to the families of the young

parents.
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Introduction and Statement of the Problem

The available literature would suggest that little is known
about unmarried Black adolescent fathers, and even less
fnformation is available on the problems they face and their
methods for handling them. Virtually 211 of the literature cited
with regard to adolescent unwed fatherhood refers mainly to
Caucasians (for example, Vincent, 1960; Pannor, 1971; Robbins and
Lynn, 1973; Card and Wise, 1978). This is curious since 2
disproportionate number of teenage pregnancies involve young Black
women (Ventura, 1977; Zelnik et 21., 1979). Therefore, it seemed
appropriate to-carry out an exploratory study to jdentify and
describe problems encountered by 2 limited population of unmarried

Black adolescent fathers and ways in which they coped with their

problems.

Overall Objective

The overall objective of this rasearch is to document

information that will be useful in the reduction or prevention of

initial and repeated unwed Black adolescent paternity.

Specific Aims

The specific aims of this study are to identify and describe

quantitatively the following:

1. problems faced by unwed Black adolescent fathers;

2. ways that unwed Black adolescent fathers cope with their
problems;

3. sexual knowledge, attitudes, and practices of unwed Black
adolescent fathers;
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4. attitudes of the young fathers toward fatherhood;

5. relationship between the young fathers and the mothers of
their children; and the

6. ways that unwed Black adolescent fathers differ from
unwed Black adolescent non-fathers.

Definitions of Key Terms

The following are definitions of the key terms relevant to

this investigation:

1. Adolescent means a person whose age is between the onset
of puberty and 2l-years-old.

2. Adolescent father means a father or a father-to-be under
the age of 21 years.

3. Adolescent non-father means a male adolescent who is not
a3 father or a father-to-be under the age of 21 years.

Background of the Study

In particular, the interest for conducting this study arose
from the need to document information on the sexual development,
attitudes, and behaviors of Black adolescent males (Chilman,
1978). More broadly, stimulation for this research developed from
the knowledge that few studies have been carried out on unmarried
fathers. This point is highlighted by the following observations:

"Unmarried fathers are, so to say, half the biological cause

of illegitimacy, yet the ratio of studies to them of studies

of unwed mothers is approximately one to 25.*

Source: Vincent (1960), p. 40.
"Face-to-face research with the unwed father . . . is
practically nonexistent.*

Source: Pannor (1971), p. 466.
"Unwed fathers have not received the thorough attention

social scientists have given unwed mothers. . . .%
Source: Robbins and Lynn (1973), p. 334.
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*The adolescent male, for the most part, has been
jgnored.... Few data are avaflable on his sexual and
contraceptfve knowledge, attitudes, and practices.*

Source: Finkel and Finkel (1975), p. 256.

“Unweg fathers are shadowy figures in sociological liter-

T urce: Pfumt (1978), p. 133.

Another important reason for conducting the present research
js that it has long been recognized that agencies serving unwed
mothers have not given enough attention to unmarried fathers (for
example, Young, 1954; Bernstein, 1971; Pannor and Evans, 1975).
Scales (1977) has pointed out that agencies and institutions
serving family planning needs systematically devalue the male role
and exclude male participation. Judging from earlier reports in
the literature, however, the situation has been changing
(Bernstein, 1971; Kreech, 1974).

Some questions about unmarried fathers to which answers are
sought are as follows: Do unwed fathers have special traits or
needs that predispose them to unmarried parenthood? What is an
appropriate role for an agency in relaiion to an unmarried father?
How can an agency involve him in {ts planning for the mother and

the child? Despite these important questions, only a handful of

studies concerning the unmarried father have been conducted.

Review of Literature Pertaining to the Present Study

The studies reviewed here concern, efther directly or
indirectly, factors that pertain to unwed fatherhood. The
research focus of the studies covered ranges from an examination

of the age and educational characteristics of unmarried fathers to

the investigation of the hypothesis that there is generation




recidivism in 11legitimacy between parents and sons and that unwed
fathers differ from unweo non-fathers in certain attitudes. This
literature review is not intended to be exhaustive; however, care
was exercised to include different kinds of studies to fllustrate
the variety of research previously undertaken and to present a
generous sample of results obtained.

Vincent (1960) was among the first to conduct a study on
unwed fathers. In a cross-sectional investigation, he examined
the label of "sexual exploiter" as ascribed to the unwed father,
and the characteristics of the unmarried father and mother
pafr--this study objective will be the concern here. Through a
nonprobability sample, age and educational differences between 201
white father-mother pairs were examined and interpreted as
approximating age and educatiqna1 differences between white
husband-wife pairs in the general population. Data on the study
subjects were obtained from three (3) sources in Alameda County,
California: the Sa1vationnﬂrmy Maternity Home; the Alameda County
Hospital, and physicians' private practice. It was found that
thirty-eight (38) percent of the father§ (or 77) had completed
twelve (12) or more years of school. The notion that unmarried
fathers were much older and much better educated than were the
females they impregnated was not supported by the data.

Furthermore, it was found that the majority of the unwed fathers

- were within three (3) years of the age of the unwed mother they

impregnated. Although the investigator controlled for race, these
findings were based upon data that did not make a distinction

between the adolescent and the adult unwed father. More
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e jmportantly, these findings were based upon data that were not
obtained directly from the unmarriad fathers.
Unlike Vincent (1960), Pamnnow (1971) carried out 2

cross-sectiona\ study in which a non-random sample of ninety-six

"9

(96) unwed fathers were interviewed face-to-face at Vista Del Mar
Childcare Service Agency in Los Angeles, California. Subjects for

¢ the jnvestigation ranged in age from fifteen (15) to fifty-two

o~

(52) years; twenty eight (28) percent (or 27) of the unwed fathers
were 19-years-o0ld or less. Approximate\y ten (10) percent of the
® study population were Black.

A principal objective of the study conducted by Pannor (1971)
was to determine the social and psycho1ogica1;wofi1e of the
9 unmarried father--whe he is, wha. he is 1ike, and what kinds of
problems he has. Study jnstruments used to achieve this objective
were as follows: {1) the California Psycho1ogicf\1nventor¥,

which focuses On skills and attitudes necessary for social

~®

functioning; (2) attitudinal scales designed to measure personal
disjunctions and the degree to which individuals regard typical

e behavior as deviant; and (3) reports of behavior and attitudes 2S

supplied by casework and clientele. The salient conclusions

reported by the autinor jnclude the following:

'[ 1. A large prorortion of the urwed fathers were within four
A (4) years of the age of the unwed mother with whom they
were involved.
2. Sixty-eight (68) percent of the unmarried fathers had &t
° least a high school education.

3. Within defined 1imits--schooling, work habits, and delin-
quency patterns--the unwed father functions adequately in
a controlled society. The image of the unwed father 2P

following 23 pattern of delinquency was not borne out 1in

this study;',
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4. The unmarried father lacks the ability to engage in
mature relationships with others, as indicated dy his re-
lationship with his unmarried partner.

5. The unmarried father has not established a strong mascu-
line fdentity.

Even though these conclusions were based upon face-to-face
‘interviews with unwed fathers, it should be kept in mind that the
fnvestigator did not control for efther race or whether the
unmarried father was an adult or an adolescent.

More recently, Elster and Panzarine (1980) carried out a
pilot study to investijate the emotional and health educational
needs of unwed, expectant teenaged fathers in the Rochester
Adolescent Maternity Project (RAMP). This investigation involved
a convenience ¢ample of sixteen (16) unwed expectant adolescent
fathers who ranged in age from fifteen (15) to nineteen (19)
years. The mean age of the participants was 17.4 years; the
racial distribution was ten (10) Black, five (5) white, and one
(1) subject who was not identified. Most of the fathers came from
lower socioeconomic backgrounds. The study subjects, who were
offered a $25.00 dncentive for their participation, were
interviewed by efther a male or a female interviewer. The authors
found that:

There was a need in RAMP for expanded counseling services
to include the teenaged male partners.

Forty-three (43) percent of the teenagers had difficulty
in coping with the pregnancy.

There was high interest among the expectant fathers to
learn more regarding childbirth and children.

The teenagers' knowledge of reproductive physiology indi-
cated they could benefit from education in this area.
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Because the number of prospective fathers who participated was
small and the subjects were not randomly selectec, the authors
implied that their results should be observed with caution.

On a different concern from the previous studies reviewed
here, Pfuhl (1978) examined in 2 cross-sectional study several
sociological factors influencing the labeling process as it
applied to a group of 140 unwed fathers who had been selected via
a newspaper ad. Factors jnvestigated included the following: a
lack of sense of moral trespass, visibility, and social distance.
Among the information collected from the respondents were
biographical data, responses to several attitude scales,
information on specific aspects of the relationship between the
unwed father and the mother of his child, and his perception of
the impact of the situation on his 1ife.

S1ightly over ninety-two (92) percent of the subjects were
white; tw\e1ve (12) cases involved Mexican-American men; three (3)
cases involved Orientals; and one (1) case jnvolved a Black male.
The median age of the subjects was between twenty (20) and
twenty-four (24) years, with the mean age at the time of pregnancy
being twenty-two (22) years. With respect to education,
eighty-nine (89) percent of the subjects had completed twelve (12)
or more years of school.

The author found that the respondents acknowledged their
behavior as being rule-violating and the pregnancies as “uncommon
events," and yet they lacked a sense of self as deviant and they
avoided being formally identified as deviant. This finding may
relate to the fact that almost half of the subjects (44.9 percent)
reported no reHgious"'.breference. The author noted, however, that

'
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this situation may be accounted for in terms of the double
standard of morality, the contextual basis of morality, and other
conditions affecting a sense of moral trespass, visibility and
information control, and socfal distance. It should be pointed
out that Pfuhl (1978), 1like Pannor (1971), did not control for
either race or whether the unwed father was an adult or an
adolescent.

With regard to the role of the unmarried father, Sauber
(1966), in a cross-sectional study, interviewed 262 unwed mothers
on their contacts with, and relationship to, the putative fathers,
as well as about some of the fathers' characteristics. The unwed
mothers were chosen from 2 purposive sample of twelve (12)
hospitals in New York City, and were interviewed during their
hospital confinement.

The author reported that the unmarried fathers were, on the
average, somewhat older than were the unwed mothers; the median
age for the fathers was 23.1 years and for the mothers, 19.8
years. The age of the putative father appeared to have been
associated with continuance of contact with the unwed mothers.
For example, a fourth of the men aged thirty (30) years or older
had not been seen by the mother since tne pregnancy period, a
sfituation that was true for only fourteen (14) percent of the men
under twenty (20) years. _About two-thirds of the men aged 20 to
74 years and 25 to 29 years were still seeing the mother eighteen
{18) months after the birth of the baby, compared with fifty-three
(53) percent of the men under twenty (20) years and forty-three

(43) percent of those thirty (30) years or older.
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Overall, the white women studied had s1ightly shorter periods
of association with the putative father prior to their hospital
confinement than did the Black or Puerto Rican women. The longer
the unwed mother had known the putative father before the child's
birth, the more 1ikely she was to remain in touch with him
thereafter. Moreover, the author found that the father's own
employment status was a key factor in his role as a source of
financial support for the child; employment was usually associated
with a contribution toward the child's support and unemployment
with 2 lack of contributions. While Sauber (1966) did control for
race in one instance, she failed to control for the adolescence of
the unwed father. She pointed out, however, that a ful)
understanding of unmarrijed fathers would require a systematic
interview directly with them.

Pauker (1971) conducted z cross-sectional study--one of the
few to employ a control group--in which he compared the
personality test results from the MMPI of ninety-four (94)
ninth-grade males reported to have fathered children
out-of-wedlock with the test results of ninty-four (94)

|
|
|
| ninth-grade males who were not unwed fathers. The study subjects
and controls were selected through a non-random sample. The

control group was matched with the unwed fathers for age,

socioeconomic status, and school attended. The author concluded

that the unwed fathers were much more similar to their controls

than they were different. With regard to these findings, there

was no evidence that the author controlled for race; he did,

however, control for the adolescence of the unwed fathers.
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Another study usina a comparison group of unwed non-fathers

.was carrfed out by Robbins and Lynn (1973). Their cross-sectional

study was designed tc test the following hypotheses:

1. There is a generation recidivisim between parents and
sons.

2. Unwed fathers and ncn-fathers differ in attitudes about
(a) responsibilities to their children; (b) sexual
behavior; (c) contraceptives; and (d) marriage.
Subjects of the finvestigation, twenty-two (22) unwed fathers and
twenty-two (22) unwed non-fathers selected via a purposive sample,
were wards of the California Youth Authority. Ages of the unwed
fathers ranged from 16 to 21 years; thirteen (13) were considered
white, three (3) Mexican-American and six (6) Black. The contro}
group was selected by matching the unwed fathers in ethnic
jdentification and age. The ages of the twenty-two (22)
non-fathers ranged from 16 to 21 years; fourteen (14) were white,
three (3) were Mexican-American, and five (5) were Black. The
subjects were interviewed individually.

The authors reported that the results supported their
hypothesis that there is & generation recidivism in illegitimacy,
tHat is, more unwed fathers than non-faihers were illegitimate;
more siblings of hnyed fathers have illegimate children than do
siblings of non-fathers. In addition, it was reported tha¢, with
one exception, the results also supported the investigators’
second hypothesis that unwed fathers and non-fathers differ in
certain attitudes. .For example, more unwed fathers than
non-fathers approved of their own children becoming unwed parents
and of extra-marital sex, and disapproved of the use of

_7

contraceptives.
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None of the seven (7) studies reviewed above 1s entirely
persuasive. Taken together, however, they are more revealing.
For example, they provide strong evidence on how 1ittle is known
about non-white unmarried fathers. Obviously, it would have been
more desirable if these varied outcomes and approaches had been
used on the same as well as different populations, or if different
study designs had been used to investigate the same outcomes, or

if more of the studies had controlled for race and adolescence.

Methods of Procedure

The research design employed to achieve the stated aims of
this investigation is known as the static-group comparison design
(Campbe11 and Stanley, 1966). This pre-experimental design is one

in which a group which has experienced X (for example, unwed

adolescent fathers) is compared with one that has not (for

example, single adolescent non-fathers), for the purpose of
establishing the effect of X. This design‘was selected because
knowledge of unmarried adelescent fathers, particulariy that
pertaining to the various ethnic groups (e.g., 3lacks), has not
been well described previously. Until there is a systematic body
of knowledge concerning young fathers (especially the problems
they face and the ways in which they cope with them), and some of
the more important variables that influence unwed Black adolescent
fatherhood, it would seem to be premature to design an

experimental study.




Sampling Procedure

To obtain information necessary to achieve the stated aims,
data were secured through two (2) nonprotability samples of
unmarried Black adolescent fathers residing in Tulsa, Oklahoma (N
= 20) and in Chicagoe, Illinois (N = 27); and through a
nonprobability sample of forty-eight (48) unwed Black adolescent
fathers and fifty (50) unwed Black adolescent non-fathers. It
must be noted, however, that data obtained through a
nonprobability sample are of limited use due to the difficulty of
generalizing the data to a larger target population. Basically, 2
nonprobability sample is not a sample at all, but could be
regarded as a select population from which no statistical

generalization to a large population can be made.

Study Population

The study p.pulation was identified with the help of the
social service staff of the Margaret Hudson Program (MHP) in
Tulsa, the Arts of Living Institute in Chicago, and the Bethune
Center for Unwed Parents in Columbus. Also, the investigator was
assisted in the identification and selection of the young fathers
by the unwed teenage mothers who were registered with these
agencies at the time the study took place.

The Margaret Hudson Program (MHP) is a comprehensive service
project for school-aged parents that started in September, 1969,
in Tulsz. The services provided by MHP include the following:

1. alternative school at the appropriate grade level;

2. nurse counseling and health education;

3. psychosocial counseling;

29
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4. vocational guidance;

5. parenting education with a laboratory 1icensed for the
care of twelve (12) infants;

6. follow-up social work for approximately two (2) years
after delivery;

7. counseling for family members and young fathers; and

8. health education outreach to the youth of the community.

The Arts of Living Institute s a program of the Catholic
Charities, of Chicago, in cooperation with the Chicago Board of
Health and the Chicago Board of Education. These three agencies
provide non-residential comprehensive health, educational, and
social services for the pregnant adolescent, her family, the
father, and her baby. More specifically, the services provided by
the Institute include the following:

1. alternative school at the appropriate grade level;
rursing, counseling, and health education;
psychosocial counseling;
vocational guidance;
parenting education;

follow-up socifal work;

~4 ()] (34 > w ~n
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counseling for young fathers.

The Bathune Center was established on July 1, 1970 to provide
a full range of services to unwed parents and to assure the
continued formal education of pregnant adolescent students in the
Columbus School System. The services provided by the Betiwune
Center for Unwed Parents include the following:

1. alternative school at the appropriate grade level;

2. comprehensive social services;
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3. health services;

4, outreach services;

5. Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program;
6. Daycare;

7. Legal services; and

8. volunteers.

Limitations were defined for the subjects prior to their
selection for inclusion in the current study. An unmarried
adolescent father was determined to be an adolescent male who was
a father or father-to-be under the age of twenty-one (21) years.
No limitations were placed on the number of children the young man
may have fathered, although the questionnaire for the proposed
investigation was designed with the first child, fathered by the
adolescent father in mind. In addition to the above eligibility
requirements, the study subjects were required to be residents of
either Tulsa, Chicago, or Columbus.

An unwed adolescent non-father was determined to be a male
adolescent who is not a father or father-to-be under the age of
twenty-one (21) years. The non-fathers in this study were matched
with the Columbus fathers for race, and as closely as possible,
for age, and geographical location. It should be pointed out that
it was not known whether the girlfriend of the males comprising
the non-father sample had conceived but had had an abortion or
miscarriage.

Each of the 145 subjects who participated in this
investigation was paid for his participation. Those subjects who
participated in Chicago were paid $5.00; and those subjects who
participated in both Columbus and Tulsa were paid $10.00.
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pata To Be Collected

Data were collected from the subjects through the use of an
interview scheduie (see Appendix A). Age, family size,
educational status, employment status, and reliojosity were among
the social and demog¢raphic information collected from the study
population. Open and closed-ended questions were used to obtain
information from the unwed adolescent fathers concerning their
sexual knowledge, attitudes, and practices, their attitude toward
fatherhood, and their relationship with the mothers of their first
child. MWith the exception of the information regarding the
fathers' attitudes toward fatherhood and the unmarried mother, the
same information was obtained from the unwed adolescent non-father
of Columbus. Open-ended questions were utilized to enrich the
understanding of the problems faced by both fathers and the
non-fathers in this study. Additionally, and for the Columbus
sample only, closed-ended gquestions were used to obtain
information, from both - the fathers and non-fathers, concerning
their positive well being. Data were collected from all
respondents in 2a private, face-to-face, structured personal
interview.

A critical point in this investigation was the initial
approach to the unmarried adolescent fathers and the non-fathers.
The subjects were contacted in one of three (3) ways: by
telephone, by word-of-mouth, and by personal contact from the
principal investigator and from the social service staff of either
the Nargaret Hudson Program, the Arts of Living Institute, or the
Bethune Center for Unwed Parents, as appropriate. As the subjects

were contacted and their voluntary consent to participate in the




present study secured (see consent form in Appendix A),
appointments for structured interviews were scheduled at the.ir
convenience. As indicated earlier, the approach to the unmarried
adolescent fathers and non-fathers was always by personal
1n£erv1ew. during which time they were read a standard set of

questionsl A1l interviewing was done by adult Black males.

Summary of Analysis of the Data

Prior to performing any analysis of the data collected from
the unmarried adolescent fathers, the interview schedules
completed by the interviewers were edited by the principal
fnvestigator and the field supervisor assigned to the study. The
purpose of the editing was to amend any recording errors and to
delete data that were obviously erroneous. Toward this end, each
interview schedule was thoroughly reviewed. by the editors (that
is, to insure that 100 percent was obtained on each jtem). When
it was discovered that a respondent had left an item blank, the
adolescent father in question was contacted for completion of the
omitted item. If for some reason the respondent failed to
complete the item, then it was declared missing data. No
adjustments were made for the missing data items. Once the
interview schedules were edited, they were turned over to 2a data
analysis assistant for coding. The data from the interview
schedules were then keypunched onto cards, verified, and tabulated
through the use of the computer facilities at Howard University in

Washington, D.C.
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Description of Data Analysis Methods

Both descriptive and dichotomous analyses were used to
achieve the study aims. The first data analysis task was to
determine the distributional characteristics of each key variable
{identified for the present study. In addition, the data were
summarized in tabular form. When appropriate, 2 significance test
will be used to summarize the relationship depicted in the various
tables in the results section of this report. No attempt was made
to generalize the results of this investigation (based upon the
various computed statistics) to other populations of Black unwed
adolescent fathers because the study population was not selected
randomly.

The investigator chose to ust descriptive statistics in the
study because these statistics are appropriate in non-experimental
studies ¥n which the researcher describes a sample without
generalizing the findings beyond the sample. Clearly, then, an
imporfant Timitation of descriptive statistics is that they are
not designed for drawing inferences from a sample to a larger
population. Since the intention here was not to generalize to a
larger population, it seemed more promising to organize the
collected data in a descriptive manner to make manifest possible
relationships, proportions, trends, or tendenci_es, that is, to
reveal the nature of the\information that has been gathered on a
sample of Black unwed adolescent fathers and non-fathers.

The reasons for using dichotomous analy<es in the currept
investigation were to identify and describe trends in the data as
accurately as possible, and to suggest hypotheses for future

testing or research priorities. It is noted that dichotomous
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analyses have relative strengths and weaknesses. Among the more
important advantages of dichotomous analyses {s that they allow
one to make elementary comparisons within narrow ranges of a
confounder so as to reduce the confoundedness. On the other hand,
dichotomous categories without distinguishing gradations Tack
sensitivity.

In addition to the above, discriminant analysis will be used
to study the differences between the fathers and non-fathers of
Columbus. The procedures collectively known as discriminant
analysis allow an investigator to study the differences between
two (2) or more groups of objects with respect to several
variables simultaneously, determining whether meaningful
differences exist between the groups, and identifying the
discriminating power of each variable. Moreover, these methods
allow the researcher to combine the variables into mathematical
equations suitable for predicting the most 1ikely qroup membership

(Klecka, 1980).

Results

The results of this research are presented in five (5)
sectfons: Section I concentrates on the unmarried adolescent
fathers of this study in terms of who they are, what they are
1ike, what kinds of problems they have, and the ways in which they
cope with their problems. Section 11 involves an examfination of
the study subjects' sexual knowledge, attitudes, and practicé_;,.
In Section I1II, questions relating to the respondents’ attitude
toward fatherhood are examined. In Section IV, the relationship

of the unwed adolescent fathers and the mothers of their first
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child are discussed. And, in Section V, the differences between

the Columbus fathers and their controls are studied. 1In the first

four (4) sections, the format of the presentation of the results ‘
will be a separate analysis of the datia obtained from the fathers 1
in Tulsa, Chicago, and Celumbus. Following these separate
analyses, a comparative analysis will be presented to denote i
differences and similarities between the three (3) poputations of 1
unmarried adolescent fathers. It should be pointed out that,
throughout the presentation that follows, all statistical j
procedures were used solely as tools to describe the various

relationships beirg investigated as they apply to the subjects

under study.

SECTION ]
Measurement and Analysis of The Unwed Adolescent Father:

Who He Is, What He Is Like, What Kinds of Problems He Has,
And The Ways He Copes With Them

1.1 Who He Is: The Tulsa Sample

With regard to who he is, the unmarried adolescent fatbers of
Tulsa present an interesting mixture of socifo-demographic
characteristics (see:Tab1es 1.1 and 1.2). For example, their mean
age at the time of their first sexual intercourse with a girl was
12.8 years and they became fathers for the first time at age 17.8
years on the average. Further, these young fathers were 1ikely to
come from families with at least five (5) children--in fact, sixty
(60) percent of the unwed adolescent fathers were members of
families with five (5) or more children. Despite being from such
large families, these adolescent fathers wera likely to come from

families where their father was present in the home (65 percent).




Even so, there was a hint of a family trend toward unwed
parenthood--forty (40) percent of these young fathers had sisters
who were unwed mothers and thirty-five (35) of the percent
fathers had brothers who were also unwed fathers. Twenty-five
(25) percent of the subjects themselves were born out-of-wedlock.
Also, a majority of these fathers (60 percent) were not likely to
be active church members. Most were employed (60 percent), and
the majority of the unmarried adolescent fathers (75 percent) had

completed twelve (12) or more years of school.

TABLE 1.1

Select Study Characteristics Of The Twenty Unwed
Adolescent Fathers Of Tulsa With Select Descriptive Statistics

Characteristic Descriptive Statistics
Median Mean S.D.d
Family Size® 5.0 5.0 3.7

Age og Unwed Father at
First™ Sexual Intercourse
With a Girl 13.2 12.8 2.4

Age og Unwed Father at
Birth  of His First Child 18.0 17.8 1.4

aFamﬂy size as used here refers to the number of children in the
family of origin of the unwed adolescent father.

bAge at first intercourse with a2 girl ranged from eight (8) to
sixteen (16) years.

CAge at birth of first child ranged from fifteen (15) to twenty
(20) years.

dStandard Deviation.
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TABLE 1.2

Percent Distribution Of Select Socio-Demographic
Traits of The Twenty Unwed Adolescent Fathers Of Tulsa

Traits N %

Yyears of School Completed

12 5 25
12 15 75

Employment Status

Employed 12 60
Not Empioyed 8 40

Presence of Father Tn Home

Present 13 65
Not Present 7 35

Active Church Member

Yes B8 40
No 12 60

Sisters Who Are Unwed Mothers

Yes 8 40
No 12 60

Brothers Who Are Unwed Fathers

Yes 7 35
No 13 65

1.2 Who He Is: The Chicago Sample

Similarly, with regard to who he is, the unmarried adolescent
fathers of Cticago present an interesting mixture of socio-
demographic characteristics as well (see Table 1.3 and 1.4). For
example, their mean age at the time of their first sexual inter-

course with a girl was 11.8 years and they became fathers for the
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TABLE 1.3

Select Study Charscteristics of The Twenty-Seven
Unwed Adolescent Fathers of Chicago
With Select Descriptive Statistics

Characteristics Descriptive Statistics
#edian Mean S.D.”

Family Size® 5.0 5.9 2.9
Age of Unwed Father at F1rstb
Sexual Intercourse Nith 12.6 11.8 3.8
a Girl
Age of Unwed Father at Birth®
of His First Child 17.2 17.2 1.6

‘Fami1y size as used here refers to the number of children in the
family of orfigin of the unwed adolescent father.

bAge at first intercourse with a girl ranged from thres (3) to
seventeen (17) yesrs.

Cage at birth of first child ranged from fourteen (14) tc twenty
(20) years.

9Standard Deviation.

TABLE 1.4

Percent Distribution Of Select Socio-Demographic
Traits Of The Twenty-Seven Unwed Adolescent
Fathers Of Chicago

Traits N L4

Years of School Completed

<2 14 52

>12 13 48
Employment Status

Employed 7 26

Not Employed 20 74

Presence of Father In Home

Present 15 56
Not Present 12 44

Active Church Member

Yes 11 41

No 16 59
Sisters Who Are Unwed Mothers

Yes 12 Al

No 15 56
Brothers who ‘Are Unwed Fathers

Yes 8 30

No 19 70
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first time at age 17.2 years on the average. Furthermore, these
young fathers were likely to come from families with at least four
(4) children--in fact, 59 percent of the unwed adolescent fathers
were members of families with five (5) or mcre children. Even so,
these adolescent fathers were likely to come from families where
their father was present in the home (56 percent). Also, there
was 3 hint of family trend toward unwed parenthood, as 44 percent
of these young fathers had sisters who were unwed mothers and 30
percent¥% of these young fathers had brothers who were unwed
fathers. Twenty-two (22) percent of the subjects themselves were
born out of wedlock; and five (5) subjects were in doubt as to
whether they were born in or out of wedlock. In addition, a
majority of these fathers (59 percent) were not likely to be
active church members. Moreover, most were unemployed (74
percent) and the majority of the unmarried adolescent fathers had
not completed twelve (12) or more years of school.

1.3 Who He Is: The Columbus Sample

With regard to who he is, the unmarried adolescent fathers of
Columbus present an interesting mixture of socio-demographic
characteristics too (see Tables 1.5 and 1.6). For example, their
mean age at the time of their first sexual intercourse with a girl
was 11.4 years and they became fathers for the first time at age
16.5 years on the average. Further, these young fathers were
1ikely to come from families with at least five (5) children--in
fact, seventy-one (71) percent of the unwed adolescent fathers
were members of families with five (5) or more children. Despite
being from such large families, these adolescent fathers were

1ikely to come from families where their father was present in the
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TABLE 1.5

Select Study Characteristics Of The Forty-Eight
Unwed Adolescent Fathers Of Columbus With
Select Descriptive Statistics

Tharacteristic “Pescriptive Statistics
Median Mean S.D.d
Family Size® 5.5 5.8 2.3
b
Age of Unwed Father  at First
ngual Intercourse With a Girl 12.1 11.8 3.1

Age of Unwed Father® at Birth
of His First Chilc 16.8 16.6 1.6

Scamily size as used here refers to the number of children in the
family of origin of the unwed adolescent father.

bAge at first intercourse with a girl ranged from four (4) to
seventeen (17) years,

Cage at birth of fir.t child ranged from twelve (12) to twenty
(20) years.

d5tandard Deviation

TABLE 1.6

Percent Distribution Of Sel ~. Socio-Demographic
Traits Of The Forty-Eight Unw.J Adolescent Fathers
Cf Columbus

Years of School Completed

<12 k3 65
212 17 35
Employment Status
Employed 27 56
Not Employed 21 44
Presence of Father In Home
Present 29 60
Not Present 19 40
Active Church Member
Yes 11 23
No 37 77
Sisters Who Are Unwed Mothers
Yes 25 52
No .23 48
Brothers Who Are Unwed Fathers
Yes 17 35
No 31 65
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home (60 percent). Even so, there was a hint of 2 family trend

toward unwed parenthood--(52 percent) of these young fathers had
sisters who were unwed mothers and thirty-five (35 percent) had
brothers who were also unwed fathers. Twenty-seven (27 percent)
of the subjects themselves were born out-of-wedlock; and four (4)
subjects were in doubt as to whether they were born in or
out-of-wedlock. Also, a majority of these fathers (77 percent)
were not likely to be active church members. Most were employed
(56 percent), and the majority of the unmarried adoles~ent fathers
(65 percent) had not completed twelve (12) or more years of
school.

1.4 Who He Is: A Comparative Analysis of The Tulsa, Chicago, and
Columbus Samples

When comparisons were made among the three (3) samplies of
fathers, it will be observed from the data presented in Table 1.7
that they were more Similar than they were different on the main
socio-demographic variables chosen for this investigation.
Nonetheless. $mportant differences were found to exist among the
fathers. For example, young fathers in Tulsa were more 1ike1y'to
be older at the birth (cr conception) of their child than were the
young fathers in Chicago or Columbus (P = ,001). Also, young
fathers of Tulsa were more likely to have completed twelve (12) or
more years of school than were the young fathers of Chicago or

Columbus (P = .01). Young fathers in both Tulsa and Columbus were

more likely to be employed than were those in Chicago (P = .02).




Percent Distriby
Traits Of the

TABLE 1.7

tion Of Select Soc{o-Demographic
Ninety-Five Adolescent Fathers
3; City Of Residence

JULSA CHICAGO COLUMBUS
TRAITS N % N $ N s p-vaLue
Age at birth or
conception of child
<17 7 35 17 63 38 79 .00
>18 13 65 10 37 10 2
Age of First Coital
gxperience With 3 gind
<12 ;7 35 13 48 21 56 ns®
13-14 6 30 6 22 14 29
15-17 7 35 8 30 7 18
Family Size
<3 4 20 4 15 9 19
4 4 20 7 26 5 10 NS
>5 12 60 16 59 34 n
presence of Father
In Home
Present 13 6 15 56 29 60 NS
Not Present 7 3B 12 44 19 40
Sisters Who Are
Unwed Mothers
Yes 8 4 12 44 25 52 NS
No 12 60 15 66 23 48
Brothérs Who Are
Unwed Fathers
Yes. 7 3% 8 30 17 35 NS
No 13 65 19 70 N 65
Years of School Completed
<12 ) 25 14 52 31 65 .0l
212 15 75 13 48 17 35
Employment Status
Employed 12 60 7 2t 27 56 .02
Not Employed 8 40 20 74 21 44
Active Church Member
Yes 8 0 M 4 11 23 NS
No 12 60 16 59 37 77

3p_value calculated by the chi-square statistic.‘

Drot statistically significant.
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1.5 What He Is Like: The Tulsa Sample

The findings pertaining to what the unwed adolescent fathers
of Tulsa were 1ike were mixed and contradictory. For exampl.,
most of the fathers (70 percent) reported that they were closer to
their mothers when they were growing up and eighty (80) percent
replied that their relations with their family were happy.
Moreover, ninety (90) percent of the fathers Indicated that they
got 2 1ot of fun out of 1ife. Even more striking were the
findings that suggested that these fathers felt that their destiny
was controlled not by chance, fate, or other people, but by
themselves (see Table 1.8). Despite these findings, a majority of
the young fathers--sixty (60) percent--stated that they felt
useless at times. Additionally, eighty (80) percent indicated
that, wien they were growing up, they felt that they would have
1iked to move away from home. These negatives notwithstanding,
most of these unmarried adolescent fathers efther 1iked school
somewhat (35 percent) or 1iked school very much (60 percent); and,
eighty-five (85) percent said they got along with their teachers
at school.

1.6 What He Is Like: The Chicago Sample

Not unlike the findings regarding the Tulsa sample, the
findings pertaining to what the unwed adolescent fathers of
Chicago were like were also mixed and contradictory. For example,
most of the fathers (74 percent) reported that they were closer to
their mothers when they were growing up and efghty-one (81)
percent replied that their relations with their family were happy.
Moreover, ninety-two (92) percent of the fathers indicated that

they got a2 1ot of fun out of 1ife. Even more striking were the findings
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that suggested that these fathers felt that their destiny was

controlled not by chance, fate, or other.

TABLE 1.8

Measurement Of Internal And External Locus Of Control
0f The Twenty Unwed Adolescent Fathers Uf Tulsa

! INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL

Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing?

N %
Yes 16 80
No 4 20

When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain that
you can make them work?

N %
Yes 17 85
No 3 15

EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL
Do you feel that you can do very little to change your 1ife?

N %
Yes 5 25
No 15 75
Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets ahead?
N %
Yes 2 10
No 18 90

45
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people, but by themselves (see Table 1.9). Despite these

findings, a majority of the young fathers (52 percent) stated that
they felt useless at times. Additionally, 2 sizeable majority (74
percent) ‘ndicated that, when they were growing up, they felt that
they would have 1iked to move away from home. These negatives
notwithstanding, most of these unmarried adolescent fathers either
liked school somewhat (41 percent) or liked school very much (30
percent); and, seventy (70 percent) percent said they got along
with their teachers at school.

1.7 What He Is Like: The Columbus Sample

The findings pertaining to what the unwed adolescent fathers
of Columbus were like were mixed and contradictory as well. For
example, most of the fathers (81 percent) reported that they were
closer to their mothers when they were growing up and
seventy-three (73) percent replied that their relations with their
family were happy. Moreover, ninety-eighty (98) percent of the
fathers indicated that they got a lot of fun out of life. Even
more striking were the findings that suggested that these fathers
felt that their destiny was controlled by chance, fate, or people
(that is, external locus of control, see Table 1.10). A sizeable
majority (75 percent), however, indicated that, when they were
growing up, they felt that they would have liked to move away from
home. These negatives notwithstanding, most of these unmarried
adolescent fathers either 1iked school somewhat (42 percent) or

1iked school very much (25 percent).
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TABLE 1.9

Measurement Of Internal And External Locus Of Control
0f The Twenty-Seven Unwed Adolescent Fathers 0f Chicago

INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL

Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing?
N %

Yes 25 93
No 2 7

When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain that
you can make them work?

N %
Yes 23 85
No 4 15

EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL

Do you feel that you can do very 1ittle to change your life?

N %
Yes 13 48
No 14 52

Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets ahead?

N %
Yes 6 22
No 20 74
No Response 1 4

47




TABLE 1.10

Measurement Of Internal And External Locus Of Control Of
The Forty-Eight Unwed Adolescent Fathers Of Columbus

INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL
Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing?
N %

Yes 43 90
No 2 7

When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain that
you can make them work?

N %
Yes 40 83
No 8 17

EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL

Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life?

N %
Yes 27 56
No 21 44

Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets ahead?

N %
Yes 27 56
No 21 44
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1.8 What He Is Like: A Comparative Analysis of The Tulsa,

Chicago, and Columbus Samples

A comparative analysis of what the young fathers were 1like
across the three (3) cities again revealed more similarities among
the fathers than differences. For example, there were no
statistically significant differences umong the fathers in terms
of ¢
. their relationship to their mother
. their relationship to their family
whether they got fun out of their lives

whether they wanted to move away from home

M D W N e

. their att{tude toward school

A major difference was noted, however, among the fathers for two
(2) measures concerning external locus of control (Table 1.11).
First, the young fathers of Columbus were more likely to feel that
they could do very 1ittle to change their lives than were either
the fathers of Tulsa or Cﬁﬁcago (P = .06); anﬁ, second, the young
fathers of Columbus were 1likely to feel that it is mostly luck if
one succeeds or gets ahead (P = ,001).

1.9 Problems He Has and The Ways He Copes With Them:
The Tulsa Sample

Two (2) open-ended questions were used to obtain information
on the problems faced by the unwed adolescent fathers of Tulsa.
These were as follows:

Question I: "In your opinion, and from what you have seen

yourself, what are some of the problems you have faced as a

young father?" :

Question II: ™"When you ask someone for help with a personal
problem, what types of problems do you discuss with them?"
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TABLE 1.11

Measuremer.t Of Internal and External Locus Of Control Of
| ‘“he Ninety-Five Unwed Adolescent Fathers

INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL
‘ Do you feel that what happens to you is your own dofny?

| Tulsa Chicago Columbus

‘ N ] N ] N L

; Yes 16 o 25 93 LX) 80
1 No 4 20 2 7 5 10
|

\

% = 1.91, df =2, P = NS

| . When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain that you
| can make them work?

| Tulsa Lhicago Columbus
: N % N 1 N b4
Yes 1 85 23 B85 40 83
No 3 15 4 15 8 17
2

X" = 056, df = 2, P = NS

EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL

De you feel that you can do very 1ittle to change your 14fe?

Tulsa Chicago Colurbus
N % N % N %
Yes 5 25 13 48 27 56

No 15 75 14 52 21 44

X2« 5,54 df 2, P = .06

Do you feel that 1t is mostly Yuck §f one succesds or gets ahead?

Tulsa Chicago Columbus
N % N g N g
2 10 6 22 27 56
1 9 20 7 21 “
X2 213,45, ¢f = 2, P = 000




With regard to each of these questions, the respondents were

probed for several problems. A representative range of the
replies by the young fathers to Questions 1 and Il 1s summarized
in Tables 1.12 and 1.13, because many of the subjects offered
several answers to the questions.

It will be observed in Tables 1.12 and 1.13 that the unwed
adolescent fathers present an assortment of problems, including
the following:

o Financial responsibilities

o Parenting skills

o Completing their education

o Getting 2long with the unwed mother and her parents

o Keeping a good job

o Facing 1ife in general

o His famiiy

o Marriage

o Transportation

o Religion

o Drugs
While no dominant theme could be ascertained from the problems
presented by the young fathers, there were, however, strong
suggestions as to why unwed adolescent fatherhood can be a
stressful experience.

To address the issue of how the unmarried adolescent fathers
handled their problems, as {indicated above, they were asked ghe
70llowing two (2) questions:

o "Whom would you go to first with a problem?*
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TABLE 1.12

The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Question:
In Your Opinion, And From What You Have Seen
Yourself, What Ave Some Of The Problams You
Have Faced As A Young Father?

A Representative Range of Problems Faced By The Young Fathers

*providing financial support to the motier
of my two children.”

*sometimes misunderstanding with mother

(that is, the unwed mother) atout varfous things."

*Disadvantage %0 be young and try to raise
kid in proper way."

“She wants to marry before I finfsh school
and 1 want to wait until ] get myself
straight.”

“problems with her {that s, the unwed mother's)
father."

“Money problems.”

*Not befng able to buy clothes for the baby."

*Finding a good nursery to take care of child."
*Marriage.”
*Girl's mother resented him.”

"Not being able to support the baby myself."

*Mother of girl (tmat fs, the unwed mother) get
in the way."”

“Can't see the baby when I want to."
“payment of bills."
“Not being able to go to school.”

“None.“'

3tour (8) fathers gave this response.

TABLE 1.13

The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Question:
When You Ask Someone For Help With A Personal Problem,
What Types Of Problems Do You Discuss With Them?

A Representative Range of The Types of Problems Discussed

“How 1'm going to handle problems with
coming baby."

*Girls."”

“Religion."

“Fights with others."

“Problems with wrestling at school.”

“Money problems.”

“Family problems.”

“Facing 1ife in general."
*Bad disease (V.D.)."
“My future.”

“Personal problems."

“Problems with girl's (that §s, the unwed mother's)

family,
“Transportation.” “Treatment on the joh.”
“Finding time to study." *tone."?
Ytwo (2) fathers gave this response.
BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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o "If you had ~g2rsonal problem, whom or where would you
go to for advice or help?"

The unmarried fathers' replies to these questions are fllustrited
fn Tables 1.14 and 1.15. From Table 1.14, it will be observed
that these young fathers most often sought help from their
families. The family member most often asked for help was the
unwed adolescent fathers' mother (see Table 1.15).

1.10 Problems He Has and The Ways He Copes With Them:
The Chicago Sample

It will be observed in Tables 1.16 and 1.17 that the unwed
adolescent fathers of Chicago present an assortment of problems as
well. 1Included among their concerns were the following:

o Financial responsibilities |

o Parenting skills

o School

o Employment

o His 1ife and his future

o Transportation

o Getting along with the unwed mother
Like the concerns of the fathers of Tulsa, the concerns of the
Chicago fathers would suggest strongly that unwed adolescent
fatherhood can be a stressful experience.

To address the issue of how th~ unmarried adolescent fathers
of Chicago handled their problems, as indicated in Tables 1.16 and
1,17, they were asked the following questions:

o "Whom would you go to first with 2 problem?*

o "If you had a personal problem, whom or where would you

oahgo-'td ‘Worladéice or help?"
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TABLE 1.14

The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The
Question: "Whom Would You Go To First With A

Problem?*

- Subiects' Response To Question N %
Family 19 95
Friends 1 5
Outsiders (that is, agencies) -0- -0-

TABLE 1.15
The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The
Question: "If You Had A Personal Prohlem, Whom,
Or khere Would You Go To For Advice Or Help?"

Subjects® Response To Question N %
Mother 9 45
Father 3 15
Mother or Father 2 10
Brother 1 5
Sister , -0- -0-
Friend 2 10
Minister 1 5
Self 2 10
Agency ~0- -0-
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TABLE 1,16

The Chicugo Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Question:
“In Your Opinion,And From What You Have Seen Yourself, What
Are Some 0f The Problems You Have Faced As A Young Father?*

A Representative Range of Problems Faced By The Young Fathers

*No Job."

"Arguments and fights with girlfriend.”
“Coping with the baby's medical problems.”
"Noney.”

“Keeping a good relationship with the
mother (of his child)."

“Taking cure of baby and her (that is, the unwed
mother)®

“Unemployment.”

*No problems.“'

". . <Couldn't support the kid."

*Coping with being a father."

"I can't do as much when I didn't have a child."
“Having a permanent job.*

“Transpnrte.ion.”
“How to take care of the baby."

*A problem with staying in school and taking
care of the baby."

*. . .Sometimes ] feel that ! am unprepared
to take care of child.”

8six (6) fathers gave this rasponse.

TABLE 1.17

The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Questicn: “When
You Ask Someone For Help With A Peysonal broblem, What Types of
Problems Do You Discuss With Them?®

A Representative Range of The Types of Problems Discussed

“School.*” “If 1 did something wrong."”
“eud.*” “Work problems."
*Family problems.” “Money."”

“where to find a better job."

*When I'm not getting along with my girlfriend.”

“Fights." “Health problems.”

“How to take care of the baby."
“Better understanding of 1ife.”
*problems dealing with my future.*

*No problems."

“Problems 2bout a job or just something to do."
“Transportation.”
"Mostly social 1{fe.”

d7hree (3) fathers gavs this response.
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The unmarried fathers' replies to these questions are illustrated
in Tables 1.18 and 1.1S. From Table 1.18, 1t will be observed
that these young fathers most often scught help from their
families. The family member most often asked for help was the
unwed adolescent fathers' mother (see Table 1.19).

1.11 Problems He Has and The Ways He Copes With Them:
The Columbus Sample

It will be observed in Tables 1,20 and 1.21 that the young
fathers of Columbus present problems similar to those of the
fathers in Tulsa and Chicago. Included among their problems were
the following:

o0 Coping with being a father

0 Financial responsibilities

o His family

o Parenting skills _

0 Restrictions on the young father's freedom

o0 Employment

o Facing life in general

0 Marriage

o Getting along with the unwed mother
These problems presented by the Columbus fathers provide further
support as to why unwed adolescent fatherhood can be a stressful
experience.

To aZdress the issue of how the Columbus fathers handled
their problems, they were asked the following questions as well:

0 “Whom wculd you go to first with a problem?"

“i1f you had a personal problem, whom or where would you go to
for advice or help?"

1




TABLE 1.18

The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response
To The Question: "Whom Would You Go To
First With A Problem?"

Subjects' Kesponse To Question N S
Family | . 23 85
Friends 4 15
Qutsiders (that is, agencies) «0- o0
TABLE 1.19
The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers®' Response
To The Question: "If You Had A Personal
Problem, Whom Or Where Would You Go To
For Advice Or Help?"
Subjects' Response To Question N %
Mother 13 48
Father -0- -0-
Mother or Father 5 18
Brother «0- -0-
Sister ] 4
Friend 3 n
Minister -0- ~0-
Self 4 15
Agency 1 4
40
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TABLE 1,20

The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Question:
“In Your Opinion, And From Nhat You Have Seen Yourse) f, What
Are Some Of The Problems You Have Faced As A Young Father?™

A Representative Range of Problems Faced By The Younq Father

“Kondering What to do...wondering if everything "I wasn't prepared for the situation I got into."
wis going to be al) right.*
“Child support every month.” *...Cut cut some recreation.”
*Just being a father when you're young." “Facing the responsibility.”
“Being around the house with my woman and 1ittle "Problems with the baby's mother...
girl.” Problems with her parents and mine."
*Trying to get a job." *Feeding the baby."
"Bills." *Communication with her.*
“Responsibility of making {t legal.” *Taking care of the baby."
i “Getting & place to live." “Can‘t do what ] use to."
“Not being able to see my daughter.“ *None "8
\

8cour (4) fathers gave this response.

TABLE 1.2]
The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To The Question:

“When You Ask Someone For Help With A Personal Problem, What
Types of Problems Do You Discuss With Them?"

A Representative Range of The Types of Problems Discussed

*Financial problems.” “Problems dealing with people.”
“Things that I fee) bad about.” “Problems about my child and myself."
“Employment.” *Average problems.”
"Working and getting out on my own." “Getting into trouble...becoming a father."
*What should I do about §t." “How to raise the baby."
"Problems with my girlfriend.” “Should be a better father."
*If 1 need help to make a decision.” “What will they do §f they had my problems.”
"Work problems.” “Probiems about my personal 1{fe.”
"None."®

o 85ix (6) fathers gave this response.
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The unmarried fathers' replies to these questions are §l1lustrated

in Tables 1.22 and 1.23. From Table 1.22, it will be observed
that these young fathers most often sought help from their
famflies. The family member most often asked for help was the
unwed adolescent fathers' mother (see Table 1.23).

1.12 Problems He Has and The Ways He Copes With Them: A Compara-
tive Analysis of The Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus Sample

Content analysis was employed to facilitate a comparative
examination of the problems faced by the young fathers of Tulsa,
Chicago, and Columbus. This is a research technique used to
describe and analyze objectively, systematically, and

quantitatively the content of written or spoken communication

(Theodorson and Theodorson, 19569). More specifically, this
research technique was employed here to answer the questions of
what the specific content of the problems faced by these fathers
was, and from where or whom they seem to arise. Answers to these
questions permitted the classification of the young fathers
according to whether some personal failing, another person or an
interpersonal relationship, or some other external factor was seen
as the reason for their difficulty.

As noted earlier, two (2) open-ended questions were used to
obtain information on the problems faced by these young fathers.
It will be recalled that the first question asked of the fathers
was:

*In your opinion, and from what you have seen yourself, what
are some of the problems you have faced as a young father?"
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TABLE 1.22

The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response
To The Question: “Whom Would You Go To First
With A Problem?"

Subjects' Response To Question N %
Family a2 88
Friends 5 10
Outsiders (that is, agencies) 1 2
TABLE 1.23
The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Response To
The Question: "If You Had A Personal Problem,
Whom Or Where Would You Go To Tor Advice Or Help?"
Subjects' Response To Question N %
Mother 17 35
Father 7 15
Mother or Father 5 10
Brother 3 6
Sister 1 2
Friend 8 17
Minister -0- -0-
Self 6 13
Agency 1 2
BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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A chi-square analysis of the data depicted in Table 1.24 revealed
no statistically significant differences among the Tulsa, Chicago,
and Columbus fathers in the specific content of the problems they
had encountered as unmarried adolescent fathers.

When viewed collectively, the problems faced by these fathers
centered around a relationship or another person. For example,
over half of the subjects (55 percent) indicated their protlem was
in a relationship or in the "other person." The nature of these
problems included problems with his family of origin; restriction
of his freedom imposed by responsibility for the child; the duty
of providing for the child, and not being able to see his child as
much as he would 1ike to; problems with his girlfriend or the
unwed mother; problems with various members of the unwed mother's
family; and not wanting the girl to have the baby. With regard to
other external factors, nearly a fourth of the fathers (23
percent) indicated their problems were related either to a lack of
employment, a lack »f money, or to not being able to finish
school. Less than ten (10) percent of the fathers perceived their
problems as being the result of some personal failing. These
fathers indicated they were having a problem coping with being a
father and setting a good example in the child's presence.
Fourteen (14) percent of the young fathers indicated they had not
faced any problems as an unwed adolescent father.

To gain a keener insignht on what kinds of problems with which

the young fathers were most 11kg1 to

JLEALAYA

"“When you ask someone for help with a personal problem, what
types of problems do you discuss with them?"
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TAGLE 1.24

Distribution Of The Young Fathers According To The Reason For Their

Problems By City of Residence

62

Interpersonal Other
Relationship or External
Personal Failing Another Person Factor None
City of Residence N % N % N % N 4
Tulsa 0 0 11 55 6 30 3 15
Chicago 2 1.5 13 48.1 6 22.2 6 22,2
Columbus 6 13 28 58 10 2 4 8
Total 8 8 52 55 22 23 13 14
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A chi-square analysis of the data shown in Table 1.25 again
revealed no significant differences in the specific content of the
problems the young fathers of Tulsa, Chicagoe, and Columbus were
1ikely to discuss with someone when they ask for help.

'Contrary to the previous analyses, the modal responses of the
fathers (44 percent) indicated their problem was in a relationship
or in the “other person." It is also noted in Table 1.25 that
when the young fathers discussed their problems with others, they
were 1iké1y to talk about problems relating themselves or to other
external causes, especially employment. This finding was true
particularly for those fathers who resided in Tulsa and Chicago.
In contrast, the fathers who lived in Columbus, as in the previous
analyses, were more likely to seek help with a problem involving
another person.

Not only was there a change in the distribution of the kinds
of problems the young fathers were likely to seek help with, but
there also was 2 change in the naturé of the problems the young
fathers were likely to encounter. For example, in addition to
indicating problems with their girifriend and their child, several
of the young fathers indicated having problems fostering a viable
social life. With respect to "self," more of the subjects than
had been anticipated discussed problems they thought had resulted
from some personal failing. These problems were likely to concern
the young fathers health and his keeping out of "trouble” as
opposed to his coping with being a father or setting a "“good
example” for his child.

Virtually no differences were found among the fathers of

Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus in the manner that they handled the
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TABLE 1.25

Distribution Of The Categories Of Problems The Young Fathers
Were Likaly To Discuss With Someone When They Asked For
Help By City Of Residence

Interpersonal Other
Relationship or External
Personal Failing Another Person Factor None

City of Residence N ] N 4 ' N 4 N %
Tulsa 5 25 5 25 8 a0 2 10
Chicago 6 22.2 6 22.2 12 44.4 3 11.2
Columbus 14 29 20 a2 8 17 6 12
Total 25 26 N 33 28 29 1 12
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varfious problems with which they were confronted with as young

fathers. For example, a comparison of these fathers' responses
in Table 1.26 to the question: “"Whom would you go to first with
a problem?" reveaied that a majority of the fathers, regardliess of
city of rvesidence, were most likely to go to their family first
for help with a problem. Similarly, a comparison of the fathers'
response§ to question: "If you had a personal problem, whom or
where would you go to for advice or help?" revealed that a
majority of the young fathers, in each of the cities, would go to
their mother or father for advice or help (see Table 1.27). As
noted before, the person more likely to be asked to provide
assistance was the young father's mother.

The young fathers differed, however, on the problems they
thought best to take to their mother or to another family member.
When the young fathers of Tulsa and Chicago did take a problem to
a family member, it was most likely to involve an external factor.
The adolescent fathers of Columbus, on the other hand, were more
1ikely to consult a family member about a problem concerning an
interpersonal relationship or another person.

Unlike the young fithers' family, friends were used
infrequently as a source of help. In fact, no more than fifteen
(15) percent of the fathers in either of the cities under study
indicated they would go to a friend first with a problem.
Whatever the reasons for not using friends more frequently as 2
source of help with problems, the young fathers were even less
inclined to use a member of the clergy, a school teacher, or 2
social service agency as a source of help for resolving their

problems. For example, only one (1) young father from the entire
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TABLE 1.26

Percent Distribution of Subjects According To Their
Response To The Question: “Whom Would You Go To
First With A Problem?" By City Of Residence

CITY OF RESIDENCE CHOICES FOR SOURCE OF HELP WITH PROBLEM

Social Service
Family Friend Agency
N % N % N %
Tulsa 19 95 1 5 -0- -0-
Chicago 23 85 3 15 1 -0-
Columbus 42 B8 5 10 1 2
TABLE 1,27

Percent Distribution Of Subjects According
To Their Response To The Question: "If You Had

A Personal Problem, Whom Or VWhere HWould You
Go To For Advice Or Help?" By City Of Residence

RESPONSE TULSA CHICAGO COLUMBUS
N ! N % N %
Mother 9 45 13 48 17 35
Father 3 15 -0~ -0- 7 15
Mother or Father 2 10 5 18 5 10
Brother 1 5 -0- -0- 3 6
Sister -0- -0- 1 4 1 2
Friend 2 10 3 1 8 17
Minister 1 5 -0- -0- £0- -0-
Sel? 2 10 4 15 6 13
Agency ' -0- -0- 1 4 1 2

- 49 66.



study population (that is, from the Tulsa sample) indicated he

would go to a minister for advice or help with a personal problem,
In a like fashion, only two (2) of the fathers from the combined
study population--that is, one (1) father each from Chicago and
Columbus--indicated they would seek out a social service agency

for advice or help with their problems.

SECTION II
Measurement and Analysis of Sexual Knowledge,

Attitudes, and Practices of The Unwed Adolescent Fathers

In Section Il, the sexual and contraceptive knowledge,
attitudes, and practices of the young fathers are examined.
Topics covered in this section of the analysis include the
following:

o Sources of Sex Information

0 Knowledge of Sex

o Attitudes Toward Sex Education

0 Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy

o Sexual Experience

0 Contracgptive Utilization
An analysis o? each of these topics in regard to the Tulsa

Chicago, and Columbus samples follows in subsequent paragraphs.

2.1 Sources of Sex Information: The Tulsa Sample

The unmarried adolescent fathers were asked “When you first
learned about sex, what was your main sources of information?"
The main sources of information about sex are 1isted in Table 2.1.

Friends were the most frequent source, followed by books, the
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subject's father, and films. Only ten (10) percent of the study

population learned about sex from a parent -- the father.

2.2 Sources of Sex Information: The Chicago Sample

A percent distribution of the Chicago subjects, according to
their main sources of information when they first learned about
sex, is shown in Table 2.2. For these fathers, friends were the
most frequent source noted, followed by teachers, the subject's
father, books, and other sources not identified. Only eleven (11)
percent of the Chicago fathers indicated they learned about sex
from a parent -- the father.

2.3 Sources of Sex Informatic:: The Columbus Sample

The main sources of information about sex for the Columbus
fathers are listed in Table 2.3. Friends were found to be the
most frequent source, followed by books and teachers, the
subject's father, and other sources not identified. Only ten (10)
percent of the Columbus fathers learned about sex from their
parents, mostly their fathers.

2.4 Sources of Sex Information: A Comparative Analysis of The

Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus Samples

It will be noted in Table 2.4 that minor differences exist
among the fathers when they were compared, across cities,
according to their main sources of information when they first
learned about sex. Fathers from all three (3) cities were likely
to have first learned about sex from a friend. The most notable
finding, perhaps, is how infrequent these young fathers learned

about sex from their parents.
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2.5 Knowledge of Sex: The Tulsa Sample

Four (4) statements were used to obtain information
pertaining to the sexual knowledge of the unwed adolescent
fathers. As shown in Table 2.5, a large majority of the
respondents (95 percent) knew that venereal disease (V.D.) in the
mother could cause her baby to be stillborn or blind; however,
fewer subjects (40 percent) knew that V.D, is both gonorrhea and
syphilis. With regard to the statement on masturbation, only
forty-five (45) percent of the subjects thought that is was not
abnormal for children and teenagers to masturbate. Perhaps the
most salient finding relating to the sexual knowledge of the young
fathers was that ninety-six (96) percent of them could not
identify the time during the menstrual cycle when coirception is
most likely to occur.

2.6 Knowiedge of Sex: The Chicago Sample

As with the Tulsa fathers, four (4) statments were used to
obtain information pertaining to the sexual knowledge of the young
fathers of Chicago. As displayed in Table 2.6, a majority of the
subjects (63 percent) knew that V.D. in the mother could cause her
baby to be stillborn or blind; however, more re-pondents (70
percent) knaw that V.D. is Eoth gonorrhea and syphilis. With
respect to the statement on masturbation, only twenty-two (22)
percent of the fathers thought that it was not abnormal for
children and teenagers to masturbate. Also, 2 large majority of

the Chicago fathers {70 percent) could not identify the time

¢uring the menstrual cycle when conceftion is most likely to

occur. 69




TABLE 2.1

Percent Distribution Of The Tulsa Subjects According
To Main Sources Of Informatior On Sex

SOURCE N %

Friends 14 70

Books 2 10
Mother -0- -0-
Doctor -0- -0-
Pamphlets -0- -0-
Teacner -0- -0-
Father 2 10
Films 2 10
Other -0- -0-
TABLE 2.2

Percent Distribution Of The Chicago Subjects According
To Main Sources Of Information On Sex

SOURCE N %
Friends 13 48.1
Books 2 1.4
Mother -0- -0-
Doctor 1 3.7
Pamphlets -0- -0-
Teacher 6 22.2
Father 3 11.2
Films -0- -0-
Other 2 7.4
|
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TABLE 2.3

Percent Distribution On The Columbus Subjects According
To Main Sources Of Information On Sex

__SOURCE N %
Friends 24 50
Books 5 10
Mother 1 2
Doctor -0- -0-
Pamphlets -0- -0-
Teacher 5 10
Father 4 8
Films -0- -0-
Other 9 19

TABLE 2.4

Percent Distribution O0f Subjects Accordina To Main
Sources O0f Information On Sex By City Of Residence

Tulsa Chicago Columbus
Source N 4 N % N X
Friends 14 70 13 48.1 24 50
Books 2 10 2 7.4 5 10
Mother 0 0 0 0 1 2
Doctor 0 0 1 3.7 0 0
Pamphlets 0 0 0 0 0 0
Teacher 0 n 6 22.2 5 10
Father 2 10 3 11.2 4 8
Films 2 10 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 2 7.4 9 19




TABLE 2.5

Percent Distribution Of Correct Responses To Statements
Concerning Sexual Knowledge Of The Tulsa Fathers

Statement N %

Do you believe that V.D. in the mother
may cause her baby to be stillborn or o5
F1ind?  (Yes) 19

What is V.D. in your opinion? (both 40
gonorrhea and syphilis) (Yes) 8

Do you feel that it is abnormal for
chi{dren and teenagers to masturbate? (No) 9 45

A girl can most easily get pregnant ;
around the time of ovulation. (True) 1

ACorrect response to question.

TABLE 2.6

Percent Distribution Of Correct Response To Statements
Concerning Sexual Knowledge Of The Chicago Fathers

Statement N y 4

Do you believe that V.D. in the mother
may cause nerababy to be stillborn or
bl1ind? (Yes) 17 63

What is V.D. in your opinion? (bc. *
gonorrhea and syphilis) {Yes) 19 70

Do you feel that it is abnormal for
children and teenagers to masturbate? (No) 6 22

A giri can most easily get pregnant
around the time of ovulation. (True) 8 30

qcorrect response to question.
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2.7 Knowledge of Sex: The Columbus Sample

Unlike the Tuisa and Chicago fathers, the Columbus fathers
were asked cix (6) statements to obtain information pertaining to
their sexual knowledge. Except for one (1) question, these
statements were not the same as those statements asked of the
fathers in Tulsa and in Chicago. As shown in Table 2.7, 2 large
majority of the respondents (81 percent) knew that rubbers (or
condoms) can help to prevent venereal disease; fewer (73 percent)
knew that rubbers can help to prevent unwanted pregrancies.
Although about two-thirds (65 percent) %new that 2 male's sperm
lives less than one day inside a woman, only 2 1little more than
one-third (35 percent) knew that a douche is not a reliable method
of contraception. While thirty-seven (37) percent of the subjects
knew that even if a male practices withdrawal, his partner may
still Secome pregnant; only twenty-one (21) percent could identify
the time during the menstrual cycle when conception is most likely
to occur.

2.8 Knowledge of Sex: A Comparative Analysis of the Tulsa and
Chicago Samples

Significant differences were found between the fathers in
their response to the four (4) statements used to obtain
information pertaining to their sexual knowledge (X2 = 6.19, df =
3, P = ,10) (see Table 2.8). 1In the first instance, the fathers
of Tulsa were more likely to know that V.D. in the mother could
cause her baby to be stillborn or 51ind than were the fathers in
Chicago. The fathers of Chicago, on the other hand, were more
1ikely to know that V.D. is both gonorrhea and syphilis. With

regard to the statement on masturbation, Tulsa fathers were more
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likely to perceive masturbation as normal for children and
teenagers than were the fzthers cf Chicago. While neither
population of the young fathers exercised any great proficiency in

identifying the time during the menstrual cycle when conception is

most likely to occur, the Chicago fathers were more likely to make

this identification correctly than were the fathers of Tulsa.

TABLE 2.7

Percent Distribution OFf Correct Responses
. To Statements Concerning Sexual Knowlecge
0f The Columbus Fathers

Statement N %

A douche (girl washing herself after sexual 17 35
intercourse) is a,900d method to prevent
pregrancies. (F)

A male's sperm lives less than one day 31 65
inside a woman. (F)

Rubbers help prevent unwanted pregnancies. AT) 35 73
Rubbers help prevent V.D. (T) 39 81
A girl can most easily get pregnant just _ 10 21

before her period begins. (F)

During sexual intercourse, if a male takes 18 37
out his penis before coming, his girl may get
pregnant anyway. (T)

qcorrect response to statement.
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TABLE 2.8

Percent Distribution Of Correct Responses To Statements
Concerning Sexual Knowlege By City Of Residence

Tulsa Chicago
Statement N % N %

Do you belfeve that VD in the

mother may cause her bay tg be 19 95 17 63
stillborn or blind? (Yes) -

What is VD in your opinion?
2bot? gonorrhea and syphilis) 8 40 19 70
Yes

Do you feel that it is abnormal
for children and teenagers to 9 45 6 22
masturbate? (No)

A girl can most easily get
pregnant around the 1 5 8 30
time of ovulation. (True)

x2, corrected for continuity = 6.19, df = 3, P = .10.

8Correct response to question.

2.9 Knowledge of Sex: A Comparative Analysis of The Tulsa,
Chicaqo, and Columbus Samples

Although tceveral questions were acked of the fathers
regarding their sexual knowledge, responses for only one question
could be compared across the cities surveyed. This question
pextaiﬁed to the time during the menstrual cycle when conception
is most likely to occur. A majority of t“e fathers in each of the
cities studied (Tulsa 96 percent; Chicago 70 percent; Columbus 79
percent) could not identify the time during the menstrual cycle
when a girl is most 1ikely to get pregnant.

7’5
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2.10 Attitudes Toward Sex Education: The Tulsa Sample

To assess the young fathers' attitudes toward sex education,
Fhey were asked to respond either true or false to the statement:
"Sex education is nothing but a waste of time." Eighty-five (85)
percent of the unwed adolescent fathers thought that sex education
was not 2 waste of time. This finding is virtually the same as
the finding reported by Vadies and Hale (1977) from a2 sample of
1,017 male adolescents who ranged in age from fifteen (15) to
nineteen (19) years -- they reported that eighty-four (84) percent
of their sample felt that sex education was not a waste of time.

2.11 Attitudes Toward Sex Education: The Chicago Sample

The Chicago fathers' attitudes toward sex education were
assessed in the same manner as were those of the Tulsa fathers in
the preceding paragraph. Ninety-three (93) percent of these young
fathers thought that sex education was not a waste of time. This
is in accord with the Tulsa finding reported above and the finding
reported by Vadies and Hale (1977) in their study of adolescent
males.

2.12 Attitudes Toward Sex Education: The Columbus Sample

The attitudes of the Columbus fathers were assessed in the
same manner as were those of the fath:rs of Tulsa and Chicago.
Eighty-five (85) percent of these young fathers thought that sex
education was not a waste of time.

2.13 Attitudes Toward Sex Education: A Comparative Analysis of
The Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus Samples

There were no significant differences found among the

fathers in their attitudes toward sex education. A majority of
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the fathers, in each city surveyed, indicated that sex education

was not a waste of time.

2.14 Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy:
The Tulisa Sample

Eight (8) statements that were to be answered either true or
false explored the attitudes of the Tulsa fathers toward sex,
contraception, and pregnancy. As Table 2.9 shows, ninety (90)
percent disagreed with the statement that "It's O.K. to tell a
girl that you love her so that you can have sex with her."

It has been reported in the iiterature that young males find
sex important because it affirms their masculinity (e.g., Nelson
and Segrist, 1976). In order to get a reading from the
respondents on this observation, they were asked to respond either
true or false to the statement "Getting a girl pregnant proves
that you are a man." Ninety-five (95) percent of the subjects
disagreed.

Concerning abortion, all of the Tulsa unwed adolescent
fathers (100 percent) indicated they would not want a girl to have
an abortion if they were responsible for the pregnancy.
Furthermore, ninety-five (95) percent stated they would not want
their sexua) mate to have an abortion "because it is wrong."

With regard to their attitudes toward contraceptive
responsibility, the Tulsa fathers seemed to be inclined to share
contraceptive responsibility with the fenale. For example, ninety
(90) percent of the young fathers disagreed with the statement

that pregnancy is "her fault" when it occurs, because "she should
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have protected herself." Similarly, sixty (60) percent of the
young fathers disagreed with the statement that "birth control is
for girls only." Of more importance, perhaps, is that sixty-five
(65) percent of the unwed fathers thought "a guy should use birth
control whenever possible." In fact, seventy-five {75) percent of
the Tulsa fathers disagreed with the statement that "It's not

right - to use birth control."

TABLE 2.9

Percent Distribution of The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers
Responding True or false To Statements Exploring Attitudes
Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy By Statement

Statement True False
N N %
It's not right to use birth control. 5 25 15 75
It's 0.K. to tell a girl that you love
her so that you can have sex 2 10 18 90
with her.

If a quy gets a girl pregnant, it's
her fault, not his, because she 2 10 18 90
should have protected herself.

Birth control is for girls only. 8 40 12 60

Getting a girl pregnant proves that
you are a man. 1 5 19 95

A guy should use birth control when-
ever possible. 13 65 7 35

If 1 got a girl pregnant, I would
want her to have an abortion. 0 0 20 100

If T got a girl pregnant, I would
not want her to have an abortion 19 95 1 5
because it's wrong.
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2.15 Bpttitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnangy-
The Chicago Samplie

The same eight (8) statements that were asked of the Tulsa
fathers with regard to their attitudes toward sex, contraception,
and pregnancy were asked of the Chicago fathers. As noted in
Table 2.10, seventy-eight (78) percent of the Chicago fathers
disagreed with the statement that "It's O.K. to tell a girl that

you love her so that you can have sex with her."

In order to get a reading from the Chicago fathers on
whether sex was important to them because it affirms their
masculinity, they were asked to respond either true or false to
the statement "Getting a girl pregnant proves that you are 2 man,"
Ninety-three (93) percent of the subjects disagreed.

Relative to abortion, a majority of the Chicago fathers (89
percent) indicated they would not want a girl to have an abortion
if they were responsible for the pregnancy; and, seventy-eight
(78) percent of them stited they would not want their sexual mate
to have an abortion "because 1t is wrong."

With regard to their attitudes toward contraceptive
responsibility, the Chicago fathers, as well, seemed to be
inclin.d to share contraceptive responsibility with the female.
For example, eighty-one (81) percent of the young fathers in this
study disagreed with the statement that pregnancy is "her fault"
when it occurs, because “she should have protected herseif.”
Similarly, sixty-three (63) percent of the young fathers disagreed
with the statement that "birth control is for girls only." Not
unlike the Tulsa fathers, sixty-three (63) percent of the Chicago
fathers thought that "a guy should use birth control whenever
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possible." Further, seventy-eight (78) percent of the Chicago

fathers disagreed with the statement that "It's not right to use

pirth control."

TABLE 2.10

Percent Distribution Of The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers

Responding True Or False To Statements Exploring Attitudes

Toward Sex, Contraception, And Pregnancy By Statement

Statement Faise
N % N 4

It's not right to use birth control. 6 22 21 78
It's 0.K. to tell a girl that you
love her so that you can have 6 22 21 78
sex with her.
If a guy gets a girl pregnant, it's
her fault, not his, because she 5 18.5 22 81.5
should have protected herself.
Birth control is for girls only. 10 37 17 63
Getting a girl pregnant proves that
you are a man. 1 4 25 93
A gquy should use birth control when-
ever possible. 17 63 9 33
If I got a girl pregnant, I would
want her to have an abortion. 3 11 24 89
If I got a girl pregnant, I would
not want her to have an abortion 21 78 6 22

because it's wrong.
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2.16 Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Prggnancy
The Columbus Sample

The Columbus fathers were asked the same questions that the
fathers of Tulsa and Chicago were asked regarding their attitudes
toward sex, contraception, and pregnancy. As Table 2.11 shows,
seventy-one (71) percent disagreed with the statement that "It's
O0.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that you can have sex
with her." Ninety (90) percent of these fathers also disagreed
with the statement that "Getting a girl pregnant proves that you
are a man."

With respect to abortion, the attitudes of the Columbus

fathers were similar to those of the Tulsa and Chicago fathers.

Ninety (90) percent of the Columbus fathers indicated they would
not want a girl to have an abortion if they were responsible for
the pregnancy; and seventy-seven (77) percent stated they would
not want their sexual mate to have an abortion "because it is
wrong."

The Columbus fathers were not unlike i1-e Tulsa or Chicago
fathers in their attitudes toward contraceptive responsibility.
For example, seventy-one (71) percent of the young fathers in this
study disagreed with the statement that pregnancy is "her fault"
when it occurs, because "she should have protected herself."
However, fifty-six (56) percent of the young fathers agreed with
the statement that "birth control is for girls only." Of more
importance, perhaps, is that fifty-six (56) percent of the unwed
fathers though that "a guy should use tirth control whenever

possible." Moreover, sixty-seven (67) percent of the unmarried
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fathers in this study disagreed with the statement that "It's not

right to use birth control."

TABLE 2.11

Percent Distribution of The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers
Responding True or False To Statements Exploring Attitudes

Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy By Statement

Statement False

N % N %
It's not right to use birth control. 16 33 32 67
It's O.K. to tell a girl that you
love her so that you can have 14 29 34 71
sex with her.
If a guy gets a girl pregnant, it's
her fault, not his, because she 14 29 34 71
should have protected herself.
Birth control is for girls only. 27 56 21 44
Getting a girl pregnant proves that
you are a man. 5 10 43 90
A guy should use birth control when-
ever possible. 21 44 27 56
If I got a girl pregnant, I would
want her to have an abortion. 5 10 43 20
If I got a girl pregnant, I would
not want her to have an abortion 37 77 11 23

because it's wrong.
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2.17 Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy:
A Comparative Analysis of The Tulsa, Chicago, and
Columbus Samples

A comparison of the young fathers' responses to the eight
(8) statements used to assess their attitudes toward sex,
contraception, and pregnancy are summarized in Table 2.12. It
will be noted fiom this table that no statistically significant
differences were observed among the fathers' responses.

2.18 Sexual Experience: The Tulsa Sample

Several questions explored certain aspects of the sexual
experience of the unmarried adclescent fathers of Tulsa. As
reported previously, their mean age at the time of their first
sexual intercourse with a girl was 12.8 years, wit™ a range from
age eight (8) to sixteen (16) years. A1l the Tulsa fathers
reported having their first coital experience before the age of
seventeen (17) years. :

With respect to how they felt after their first sexual
intercourse with a girl, sixty-five (65) percent reported that
they fe1t‘either satisfaction, happiness, or pride, while
thirty-five (35) rperce. reported that they felt either
dissatisfaction, guilt, or confusion. Whatever their feelings,
the majority of the young fathers (55 percent) were likely to
share knowledge of their sexual activity with their peers.

Table 2.13 reveals ine distribution of the respondents by
age at first sexual intercourse with a girl. Thirty-five (35)
percent of the unwed adolescent fathers hkad their first sexual
intercourse at the age of twelve (12) years or less; thirty (30)
percent at thirteen (13) to fourteen (14) years of age; and the

rest at fifteen (15) to sixteen (16) years of age. The majority
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Percent Distribution Of Subjects Responding True Or False

TABLE 2.12

To The Statsments Exploring Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception,

And Pregnancy By City Of Residence

CITY OF RESIDENCE

TULSA CHICAGD COLUMBUS
True False True alse True False a
N N 3 N 3 3 N ¥ P-Value
It's not right to use birth 5 25 1% 75 6 22 21 1 16 33 32 6 K
control.
It's OK to tell a girl that you 2 10 18 80 6 2 21 78 14 29 38 21 NS
love her so that you can
have sex with her.
If a quy gets & girl preg- ? 10 18 80 5 18 22 82 14 29 3% 71 NS
nant, §t's her fault, not his
because she should have pro-
tected herself.
Birth control is for girls 8 40 12 60 10 37 17 63 27 56 21 4 NS
only.
f2tting a girl pregnant 1 5 19 95 1 4 25 53 5 10 43 90 NS
proves that you are a man.
A guy should use birth control 13 65 7 35 17 63 ] 33 21 44 27 5 NS
whenever possible.
If 1 got a girl pregnant, 1 0 0 20 100 3 11 24 89 5 10 43 80 NS
would want her to have an
abortion.
1f 1 got a girl pregnant, ! 19 95 1 5 21 78 6 22 37 77 11 23 NS
would not want her to have an
abortion because it's wrong.
Sex education is nothing but 3 15 17 85 2 7 25 93 7 15 41 B85 NS
2 waste of time.
My friends and I t:¢ k about 11 55 ] 45 ] 33 18 67 24 50 24 50 NS
the sex that we have.
Y 2
P-value calculated by the X~.
bﬂissi ng data not included.
*Not significant statistically.
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of the young fathers had their first sexual experience with a girl
between the ages of eight (8) and thirteen (13) years.

" As reported earlier, the mean age of these young fathers at
the time of birth of their first child was 17.8 years, with a
range from fifteen (15) to twenty (20) years. Thirtyv-five (33)
percent of the adolescent fathers were 17-years-o0l1d or younger
when they fathered their first child; fifty-five (55) percent had
fatiored their first chiid at 18-19 years of age; and the rest at
20 years of age. The majority of the Tulsa fathers had fathered
their first child between the ages of fifteen (15) and eighteen
(18) years (see Tablel2.14).

2.19 Sexual Experience: The Chicago Sample

As with the Tulsa fathers, several questions explored
certain aspects of the sexual experience of the Chicago unmarried
adolescent fathers. As reported previously, théir mean age at the
time of their first sexual intercourse with a girl was 11.8 years,
with a range from age three {3) to seventeen (17) years. The mean
age reported here is virtually the same as the mean age (11.6
years) reported by Finkel and Finkel (1975) for the Black
adolescent males in their sample. Forty-one (41) percent of the
young fathers in this study were (11) years or younger when they
had their first sexual experience. A1l the Chicago fathers
reported having their first coital experience: before the age of
eighteen (18) years.

With respect to how they felt after their first sexual
intercourse with a @ifl, F4Rty=niné*(59) percent reported that
they felt either satisfaction, happiness, or pride, while

forty-one (41) percent reported that they felt either
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the majority of the Chicago fathers (67 percent) were not likely

to share knowledge of their sexual activity with their peers.

Table 2.15 reveals the distribution of the respondents by
age at first sexual intercourse with a girl. Forty-eight (48)
percent of the unwed adolescent fathers had their first sexual
intercourse at age twelve (12) years or less; twenty-two (22)
percent at thirteen (13) to fourteen (14) years of age; and the
rest at fifteen (15) to seventeen (17) years of age. The majority
of the young fathers had their first sexual experience with a girl
between the ages of three (3) and thirtern (13) years.

As reported earlier, the mean age of the young fathers at
the time of the birth of their first child was 17.2 years, with a

range from age fourteen (14) to twenty (20 years. Sixty-three

(63) percent of the Chicago fathers were l7-years-old or younger
when they fathered their first chilid; thirty (30) percent of the
young fathers had fathered their first child at eighteen (18) to
nineteen (19) years of age; and the rest at twenty (20) years of
age. The majority of the Chicago fathers had fathered their first
child between the ages of fourteen (14) and seventeen (17) years
(see Table 2.16).

2.20 Sexual Experience: The Columbus Sample

As reported previvusly, the Columbus fathers' mean age at
the time of their first sexual dintercourse with a girl was 11.4
years, with a range from age four (4) to sixteen (16) years. The
mean age —eported here is almost identical to the mean age (11.6
years) reported by Finkel and Finkel (1975) for the Black

adolescent males in their sample. Forty (40) percent of the young
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fathers in this study were eleven (11) years or younger when they

had their first sexual experience. A11 of the Co'umbus fathers
reported having their first coital experience before the age of
seventeen (17) years.

With respect to how they felt after their first sexval

intercourse with a girl, sixty-five (65) percent of the Columbus

fathers reported that they felt either satisfaction, happiness, or
pride, while thirty-five (35) percent reported that they felt
cither dissatisfaction, guilt, or confusion. Whatever their
feelings, fifty (50) percen* of the young fathers were likely to
share knowledge of their sexual activity with their peers.

Table 2.17 reveals the distribution of the Columbus
respondents by age at first sexual intercourse with a girl.
Fifty-six (56) percent of the unwed adolescent fathers had their
first sexual intercourse at age twelve (12) years or less;
twenty-nine (29) percent at thirteen (13) to fourteen (14) years
of age; and the rest at less than fifteen (15) years of age. The
majority of the Columbus fathers had their first sexual experience
with a girl between the ages of four (4) and thirtesn (13) years.

As reported earlier, the mean age of the Columbus fathers at
the time of the birth of their first child was 16.6 years, with 2
range from age twelve (12) to twenty (20) years. Eighty (80)
percent of them were 17-years-old or younger when they fathered
their first child; eightecn (18) percent had fathered their first
child at eighteen (18) to nineteen (19) years of age; and the rest
at twenty (20) years of age. The majority of the Columbus

unmarried adolescent fathers had fathered their first child
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between the ages of twelve (12) and eighteen (18) years (see Table
2.18).

TABLE 2.13

Percent Distribution Of The Tulsa Respondents According
To Age At First Sexual Intercourse With A Girl

Age N %

< 12 7 35

13 4 20

14 2 10

15 6 30

16 1 5
TABLE 2.14

Percent Distribution 0f The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Father
According To Age At Birth Of Their First Child

Age N %

< 16 4 20

17 3 15

18 6 30

19 5 25

20 2 10
88
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TABLE 2.15

bercent Distribution Of The Chicago Respondents According
Yo Age At First Sexual Intercourse With A Girl

|

‘

Age N % |

< 12 13 48 ‘

13 4 15 l

14 2 7.4
15 2 7.4
16 3 11.1
17 3 11.1

TABLE 2.16

Percent Distribution O0f The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Father
According To Age At Birth Of Their First Child




TABLE 2.17

Percent Distribution Of The Columbus Respondents According

To Age At First Sexual Intercourse With A Girl

Age . N %

< 12 27 56
13 9 19
14 5 10
15 4 8

> 16 3 7

Percent Distribution Of The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers

TABLE 2.18

According To Age At Birth Of Their First Child

Age N %
<16 19 40
17 19 40
18 5 10
19 4 8
20 1 2
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2.21 Sexual Experience: A Comparative Analysis of The Tulsa,
Chicago, and Columbus Samples

- Mixed findings were observed when the fathers were compared
iﬁ regard to their sexual experience. For example, no significant
differences werz noted among the fathers with respect either to
their age at the time of their first sexual intercourse with a
girl or how they felt after their first sexual intercourse with a
girl. In contrast to these findings, a majority of the Chicago
fathers were not likely to share knowledge of their sexual
activity with peers, while a majority of the Tulsa and Columbus
fathers were. This difference, however, was not statistically
significant. Another important difference found among gthese
fathers was that the Tulsa fathers were likely to be in late
adolescence (that is, 18 to 20-years-o01d) when their first child
was born. But the Chicago and Columbus fathers were likely to be
in middle adolescence (that i;, 15 to 17-years-old) when they
fathered their first child (x? = 12.24, df =2, P = .001 -- see

Table 2.19).
2.22 Contraceptive Utilization: The Tulsa Sample

Illustrated in Table 2.20 is the distribution of the Tulsa
respondents by use of contraceptives in sexual intercourse. Forty
(40) percent of the young fathers reported using contraceptives
when they had sex, while (60) percent stated that they did not use
any contraceptives. The main reason given by the adolescent
fathers for using contraceptives was to "keep from getting the
girl pregnant" (see Table 2.21). ‘“Don't like it" and "Can't get
the feeling" were the two (2) most popular responses given by the

Tulsa fatners for not using contraceptives when they had sex (see
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TABLE 2.19

Percent Distribution Of The Unwed Adolescent Fathers According
To Age At Birth Of Their First Child By City Of Residence

Tuisa Chicago Columbus ~Total
Age N % N % N * N %
<17 7 35 17 63 38 80 62 65
> 18 13 65 10 37 10 20 33 35
Total 20 21 27 28 48 51 95 100
TABLE 2.20

Percent Distribution According To Whether Respondents Of
Tulsa Use Contraceptives When They Have Sexual Intercourse

Contraceptive Use N %

Yes -8 40

No 12 60
TABLE 2.21

Reasons Given By Respondents Of Tulsa For Using Contraceptives

Reason N %
"Keep from getting the girl pregnant.” 6 30
“To prevent V.D." 1 5
“To prevent V.D. and to keep from
getting the girl pregnant. 1 5
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Table 2.22). When these fathers did use a contraceptive, it was
most likely to have been a rubber (or condom). (See Table 2.23).

2.23 Contraceptive Utilization: The Chicago Sample

|
Displayed in Table 2.24 is the distribution of the Chicago
subjects according to the use of contraceptives by respondents in
sexual intercourse. Thirty-three (33) percent of the Chicago
fathers reported using contraceptives when they nhad sex, while 67
percent stated that they did not use any contraceptives. The main
reason given by these fathers for using contraceptives was to
"keep from getting the girl pregnant." “Don't like it" was the
most popular response given by the Chicago fathers for not using
contraceptives when they had sex (see Table 2.25). When these
young fathers did use a contraceptive, it was most likely to have

been a rubber (or condom) also (see Table 2;%6).

2.24 C(Contraceptive Utilization: The Columbus Sample

ITlustrated in Table 2.27 is the distribution of Columbus

respondents by use of contraceptives in sexual intercourse.

Twenty-seven (27) percent of the Columbus fathers reported using
contraceptives when they had.sex, while seventy-three (73) percent
stated that they did not use any contraceptives. The main reason
given by these fathers for using contraceptives was to "keep from
getting the girl pregnant" (see Table 2.28). "Don't want to" or
"Don't like them" was the most popular response given by the unwed

adolescent fathers for not using contraceptives when they had sex

(see Table 2.29). When the Columbus fathers did use a

contraceptive, it was most likely to have been a rubber (or

condom). (See Table 2.30).
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TABLE 2.22

Reasons Given By The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers
For Not Using Contraceptives

Reason N %
"Don't like it." 4 5
"6irl uses the pill." 2 10
“Can't get the feeling." 3 15
“Don't believe in them." 1 5
“No time to use anything." 1 5
"Haven't ever tried thnem." 1 5 ‘
\
TABLE 2.23
Percent Distribution Of Respondents Of Tulsa By
form Of Contraceptive Used
\
Form of Contraceptive N %
Rubber (or condom) 17 85
None 3 15 ‘
TABLE 2.24

Percent Distribution According To Whether Respondents of
Chicago Use Contraceptives When They Have Sexual Intercourse

Contraceptive Use N %
Yes 9 33
No 18 67
: - - I s s




TABLE 2.25

Reasons Given By The Chicago Unwed Adolescent
Fathers For Not Using Contraceptives

REASONS

*] didn't need it the first time." “T don't like it.*

*I don't like them." “No need for it."

"] don't feel right putting some- “1 don't think they should

thing on." be used if you like her
enough."

"I never messed with them before." "I just don't."

"1 just don't like them." “They don't feel right."

"I don't like it." "1 don't feel it's
necessary."

"I don't have ncne." “T Yook into it to see what
the female is on."

“T've just never used one." "Because I'm a naturalist."

"I really wasn't aware of it -
she wouldn't put up with it.
|
|

TABLE 2.26

Percent Distribution Of Respondents Of Chicago
By Form Of Contraceptive Used

Form of Contraceptive N %
Rubber (or condom) . 13 48
None 14 . 52
BEST COPY AVAILABLE 95

78



TABLE 2.27

Percent Distribution According To Whether Respondents Of
Columbus Use Contraceptives when They Have Sexual Intercourse

Contraceptive Use N 4 )
Yes 13 27
No 35 73
TABLE 2.28
Reasons Given By Respondents Of Columbus
For Using Contraceptives
Reason N 4
"Keep from getting the girl pregnant.” 10 21
“To prevent V.D." 1 2
“To prevent V.D. ard to keep from getting 1 2
the girl pregnant.
TABLE 2.29
Reasons Given By The Columbus Unwed Adolescent
Fathers For Not Using Contraceptives
Reason N 4
*Not necessary.” 8 17
“Waste of time.” 1 2
"No pleasure or can't get the feeling." 7 15
"Girl on birth control.* 3 6
"Don't want to or don't like them." 12 25
"Don't believe in them." 3 6
"Don't like to buy them." 1 2
TABLE 2.30
Percent Distribution Of Respondents Of Columbus By Form Of
Contraceptive Used
Form of Contraceptive N b4
Rubber {(or condom) 27 56
Rubber and Foam 2 4
None 19 40

[RC COPY AVAILABLE-
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2.25 Contraceptive Utilization: A Comparative Analysis of
The Julsa, Chicago, and Columbus Samples

The weight of the findings indicated that the Tulsa and
Chicago fathers were more similar than they were different when
they were compared on their contraceptive utilization behavior.
Except for the finding that the Tulsa and Columbus fathers were
more likely than were the Chicago fathers to use a condom wien
they did use a contraceptive for sex (X2 corrected fer contineity
= 5,24, df = 2, P = .07), no significant differences were observed
among these fathers relative to their use of contraceptives; or,
their reasons for using or not using contraceptives when they have
sexual intercourse with a girl. It is important to keep in mind
that this population of fathers was not inclined toward using a

contraceptive when they had sex with a girl.
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SECTION I1I
Measurement and Analysis of The Attitudes of
The Unwed Adolescent Fathars Toward Fatherhood
Section IIl presents a discussion of the Tulsa, Chicago, and
Columbus fathers' attitudes toward fatherhood. Five (5) questions
were used to elicit knowledge on the young fathers' attitudes
toward their parenthood. These questions are as follows:

0 Right before your first child was born, how ready did you
feel to be a parent?

o Knowing what you know now and looking back, how ready
would you say you really were at that time?

o As an unwed father, are you concerned about your child's
future?

o Do you see anytning wrong in having a child

out-of-wedlock?

3.1 Attitvdes Toward Fatherhood: The Tulsa Sample

Since it is commonly thought that adolescent fatherhood is a
mistake, the Tulsa fathers were asked to respond to the question:
"Right before your first child was born, how ready did you feel to
be a parent?" Most of the fathers responded that they were either
"very ready" (30 percent) or "somewhat ready" (35 percent); the
remainder of the young fathers reported that they were either
"somewhat unready" (20 percent) or "very unready" (15 percent).
These responses were compared to those given for the question
“Knowing what you know now and looking back, how ready would you
say you really were at the time?" These comparisons are presented
in Table 3.1. The prbportion of fathers who felt "very unready"

did not change. However, the frequency of those who felt either

f'very ready" or "somewhat ready" to be a father decreased from
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sixty-five (65) percent to fifty-five (55) percent, while those

who felt they were either "very unready" or “somewhat unready"
increased from thirty-five (35) percent to forty-five (45)
percent. Despite the findings regarding the Tulsa fathers’
perceived readiness to be a parent, all of them (100 percent)
indicated they were concerned about their child's future. When
viewed collectively, however, these findings do not explain why a
majority of these fathers (70 percent) saw nothing wrong in having
a child out-of-wedlock.

3.2 Attitudes Toward Fatherhood: The Chicago Sample

When initially asked about their readiness to be a parent
before the birth of their child, fifty-nine (59) percent of the
Chicago fathers indicated a degree of unreadiness to be a parent.
The remaining forty-one (41) percent indicated a degree of
readiness to be a parent. This situation was reversed when the
fathers responded to the question: "Knowing what you know now and
looking back, how ready would you say you really were at that
time?" The proportion of those Chicago fathers who felt a degree
of readiness to be a father increased from forty-one (41) percent
to fifty-nine (59) percent, while those who felt some degree of
unreadiness to be a father decreased from fifty-nine (59) percent
to forty-one (41) percent. These differences, as noted in Table
3.2, however, were found not to be significant statistically. Not
unlike the Tulsa fathers, a majority (96 percent) of the Chicago
fathers also expressed concern about their child's future; and,
most of them (89 percent) saw nothing wrong in having a child

out-of-wedlock as well.
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3.3 Attitudes Toward Fatherhood: The Columbus Sample

To the question "Right before your first child was born, how
ready did you feel to be a parent," half of the Columbus tathers
responded they were either "very ready" (12.5 percent) or
“somewhat ready" (37.5 percent); the remainder of the young
fathers reported they weré either "somewhat unready" (19 percent)
or "very unready" (31 percent). These responses were compared to
those given for the question, "Knowing what you know now and
looking back, how ready would you say you really were at that
time?" These comparisons are presented in Table 3.3. The
proportion of fathers who felt "very unready" changed slightly.
However, the frequency of those who felt that they were either
"very ready"” or "somewhat ready" to be a father decreased from
fifty (50) percent to forty-four (44) percent, while those who
felt they were "very unready" or "somewhat unready" increased from
fifty (50) percent to fifty-six (56) percent. Consistent with
both the Tulsa and Cﬁicago findings, all (100 percent) of the
Columbus fathers indicated they were concerned about their child's
future; and, seventy-seven (77) percent of them saw nothing wrong
with having a child out-of-wedlock.

3.4 Attitudes Toward Fatherhood: A Comparative Analysis of The
Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus Samples

No statistically significant differences were observed among
the fathers when they were compared on the variables selected to
assess their attitudes toward fatherhood. The Chicago fathers,
however, were more likely to indicate a degree of unreadiness to
be a parent prior to the birth of their first child than were the

fathers of either Tulsa or Columbus. In contrast, the Columbus
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fathers were more likely to indicate a degree of unreadiness to be
a parent after the birth of their first child than were the
fathers of Tulsa or Chicago.

TABLE 3.1

Tne Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of Readiness
For Parenthood Before And After Birth O0f Child

Perceived Before Birth After Birth
Readiness _ N % N %
Very Ready 6 30 5 25
Somewhat Ready 7 35 6 30
Somewhat Unready 4 20 6 30
Very Unready 3 15 3 15

TABLE 3.2

The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of Readiness
For Parenthood Before And After Birth Of Child

Perceived gefore Birth After Birth
Readiness N % N %
Very Ready 7 26 7 26
Somewhat Ready 4 15 9 33
Somewhat Unready 13 48 5 19
Very Unready 3 11 6 22

1381

84



TABLE 3.3

The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of Readiness
For Parenthood Before And After Birth Of Child

Perceived Before Birth After Birth
Readiness N % N %
Very Ready 6 12.5 5 10
Somewhat Ready 18 37.5 16 34
Somewhat Unready 9 19 13 27
Very Unready 15 31 14 29

SECTION 1V

Measurement and Analysis of The Relationship Between The
Unwed Adolescent Fathers and The Mothers of Their First Child

Section IV describes the nature of select aspects of the
relationship between the Tulsa, Chicago, and Columbus fathers and
the mothers of their first child. Five (5) questions were used in
the presentation of the results that follow. In the main, these
questions dealt with the father's perception of his relationship
with the mother of his child.

4.1 Relationship Between Adolescent Father and The Unwed Mother:
The Tulsa Sample

In Table 4.1, it will be observed that, both prior to and
after pregnancy of the mothers of their first child, a majority of
the Tulsa fathers perceived their relationship with the mothers of
their children to be one of love. Similarly, it will be observed
in Table 4.2 that a majority of these fathers said they believed
the mothers of their first child felt the relationship between

them was one of love. Further support for these findings may be
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noted in that eighty-five (85) percent of the Tulsa fathers
responded in the negative to the question “Do you see serious
problems in the current relationship between you and the mother of
your first child?" Those fathers who gave positive answers to
this question described their problems as follows:

"Child support; she doesn't want me to see the baby."

“Lack of understanding, communication, and disagreeing in
general."

“Being young and other fellows trying to talk to her; and
arguments around things that the baby does.”

4.2 Relationship Between Adolescent Father and The Unwed Mother:
The Chicago Sample

In Table 4.3, it will be seen tnat, both prior to and after
the pregnancy of the mothers of their first child, a majority of
the Chicago fathers, as well, perceived their relationship with
the mothers of their children to be one of love. Although a
majority of these fathers believed the mothers of their children
felt the relationship between them was one of love both prior to
and after the pregnancy (see Table 4.4), they did not believe this
as strongly after the birth of the child (63 percent) as they did
before the birth of the child (89 percent). This difference was
found to be significant statistically (X2 corrected for continuity
= 3,65, df =1, P = .07).

Additional support is given to these findings as seventy-four
(784) percent of the Chicago fathers responded in the negative to
the question "Do you see serious problems in the current
relationship between you and the mother of your first child?"
Those fathers who gave positive answers to this question described

their problems as follows:
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“Not spending enough time with the mother" (that is, mother
of his ch11d?

“She's going with someone else and I am also."
"With girlfriend's mother."

"Her moilher is turning her against me."

“Not communicating."

"Lack of money."

4.3 Relationship Between Adolescent Father and The Unwed Mother:
The Columbus Sample

At least fifty (50) percent of the Columbus fathers, both
prior to and after the pregnancy of the mothers of their first
child, perceived their relationship with the youno mothers to be
one of love (see Table 4.5). Although a majority of the Columbus
fathers believed the mothers of their children felt the
relationship between them was one cf 1ove.prior to and after the
pregnancy (see Table 4.6), they did not believe this as strongly
after the birth of their children (46 percent) as they did before
the birth of their children (62 percent). This difference was

2 . 2.69, df =1, P =

found to be statistically significant (X
.10).

Further support for these findings may be noted in that
seventy-nine (79) percent of the Columbus adolescent fathers
responded in the negative to the question "Do you see serious
problems in the current relationship between you and the mother of
your first child?" Those fathers who gave positive answers to
this question described their problems as follows:

“Cause she lied about her age, I felt kind of bad taking

the strain from her mother not wanting me around, and didn't
want me to see the baby."
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“She forced me into doing things for her and the child."
*She acts silly; I ain't supporting the baby."

“Lot of disagreement.®

“Problems of in-laws."

“When another guy is over, I can't see my son."

“She always bugging me about money."

“She keep reminding me 1 got a baby."

“*She thinks I'm playing with other women."

"I don't trust her in certain ways."

“She say I don't come over enough to see the baby."

4.4 Relationship Between Adolescent Fathers and The Unwed Mother:
A Comparative Analysis of The Tulsa, Chicago, And Columbus

SampTes

As has been the case for much of the analysis presented 1in
the report, little difference was noted, in the responses of the
fathers, when they were compared on the five (5) questions used to
assess the nature of the relationship between them and the mothers
of their first child.. The only important difference that was
found was more in degree than in direction, that is, a majority of
the fathers believed the mothers of their children regarded their
relationship to be one of love after her pregnancy; however, the
Tulsa fathers were more likely to believe this about the mother of
their child than were the Chicago and Cclumbus fathers. This
difference was found to be significant statistically (x2 corrected
for continuity = 9.71, df = 2, P = <.01). A1l other comparison
between these fathers' responses, on the five (5) questions
alluded to above did not produce any significant differences

between them.
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TABLE 4.1
The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of

The Relationship

Between Them And The Mothars 0f Their First Child Before And

After The Mothers Became Pregnant

Character of Before Pregnancy
N %

After Pregnancy
i %

Relationshi{p

Love 15 75° 16 80
Friendship 3 15 3 15
Casual 2 10 1 5
Host{le -0- -0- -0- -0-

TABLE 4.2

The Tulsa Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of How They
Believed The Mothers Of Their First Child Regarded Their
Relationship Before And After The Mothers Became Pregnant

Character of

gefore Pregnancy
Relationship N X

Rfter Pregnancy
N X

Love 19 95 18 90

Friendship 1 5 1 5

Casual -0- -0- -0- -0-

Hostile -0- -0- -0- -0-
TABLE 4.3

The Chicagy Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of The
Relationship Between Them And The Mothers Of Their First Child
Before And After The Mothers Became Pregnant

Character of Before PregnanC¥
N

After Pregnancy
N X

Relationship

Love 17 63 17 63
Friendship 5 18.5 6 22
Casual 5 18.5 3 11
Hostile -0- -0- 1 1

"ABLE 4.4

The Chicago Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of How They
Believed The Mothers Of Their First Child Regarded Their
Relationship Before And After The Mothers Became Pregnant

Character of Before Pregnancy After Pregnancy

Relationship N X N X

Love 24 89 17 63

Friendship 1 4 6 22.2

Casual 2 7 2 7.4

Hostile N -0 -0- 2 7.4
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TABLE 4.5

The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of The
Relationship Between Them And The Mothers 0f Their First Child
Refore and After The Mothers Became Pregnant

Character of Before Pregnancy After Pregnancy

Relationship N % N %

Love 30 63 24 50

Friendship 11 23 14 29

Casual 5 10 7 15

Hostile 2 4 3 6
TABLE 4.6

The Columbus Unwed Adolescent Fathers' Perception Of How They
Believed The Mothers Of Their First Child Regarded Their
Relationship Before And After The Mothers Became Pregnant

Character of Before Pregnancy After Pregnancy

Relationship N % N %

Love 30 62 22 46

Friendship 8 17 17 35

Casual 8 17 6 13

Hostile 2 4 3 &
SELTION V

Measurement and Analysis of The Differences Between The
Columbus Young Fathers and Their Contiols
The results of this section are presented in three parts:
Part 1 concentrates on select aspects of the social and
psychological prufile of the Columbus young fathers and their

controls; Part I1 involves an examination of the problems faced by

the subjects and the ways they coped with them; and, 1in part 111,
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questions relating to the respondents' sexual knowledge,
attitudes, and practi~es are examined.
5.1 Measurement and Analysis of Select Aspects of The Social and

Psychelogical Profile of The Columbus Unmarried Adolescent
Fathers and Their Controls

ITlustrated in Tables 5.1 to 5.3 are the select psychosocial
and demographic variables chosen to describe the subjects. It
will be observed in those tables that the unmarried adolescent
fathers and their matched counterparts were more similar than they
were different on the variables selected to describe them. Even
so, three (3) significant differences were found between them.
First, the data revealed that the young fathers wer2 more likely
to be employed than were their contro¥s (P = .04]). Secondjy, it
was shown that the fathers were more likely to be out of school
than were the non-fathers (P = .001). Of those fathers who were
not attending school at the time of their interview, fifty-six
(56) percent of them, as opposed to none of the non-fathers, had
dropped out, that is, completed less than twelve (12) years of
school and were not attending any type of school at the time of
their interview.

The third difference noted between the fathers and
non-fathers concerned external locus of control (see Table 5.3).
On the one hand, the young fathers were more likely than were the
non-fathers to feel they could do very 1ittle to change their 1ife
(P = ,02); and, on the other, the fathers were more likely than
were their controls to feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds
or gets ahead (P = <.001).

To understand more about the differences observed between the

young fathers and their controls, a discriminant function analysis

9 108



was conducted to determine which of the significant variables--
that is, employment status, school status, and the external locus
of control variables-- were most important in differentiating
fathers from non-fathers. With the exception of employment
status, these variables provided significant multivariate
sepa. ation between the fathers and non-fathers ( a = 0.72);

Caronical Correlation = 0.53; Xz

= 31.28, df = 3; P = <.001).
The variable that contributed most to the differentiation Letween
the fathers and non-fathers was school status, that is, whether
the subject <«as attending any type of school at the time of his
interview (see Table 5.4).

As a check of the adequacy of these variables in predicting a
Black adolescent male's status as a father, the authors used
discriminant function analysis as a classification technique. It
has been pointed out that, by classifying the cases used to derive
the discriminant function in the first place and comparing
predicted group membership with actual group membership, one can
empirically measure the success in discrimination by observing the
proportion of correct classifications (Nie et al., 1975). The
results of the classification analysis are illustrated in Table
S§.5. It will be observed that seveaty-four (74) percent of the
"grouped" cdases were classified correctly. Nevertheless, these
selected variables explained only twenty-eight (28) percent of the
variance in predicting unmarried adolescent fatherhood. The
amount of variance explained by this set of variables was obtained

by squaring the Canonical Correlation Coefficient 0.53.
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TABLE 5.1

Mean Comparisons Among Select Study Characteristics
0f The Young Fathers And Their Controls

Characteristics Fathers Non-Fathers

Mean s.p.2 Mean S.D. P-Value
Age 16.6° 1.6 16.7 1.9 NS©
Age at First
Sexual Intercourse 11.4 3.1 10.8 3.4 NS
With A Girl
Family Sized 5.8 2.3 5.9 2.9 NS
Positive Well-beinrg®  25.5 5.2 26.8 3.9 NS

4Standard Deviation.

bAge of the young father at the birth (or conception) of his first
child.

®Not significant statistically.

dFami1y size as used here refers to the number of children in the
family of origin of the subjects.

Cpositive well-being as used here denotes the affect quality of
the inner personal state of an individual that may range from
feeling pleased, happy, or elated (Dupuy, 1978).
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TABLE 5.2

Percent Distribution Of Select Socio-Demographic
Traits Of The Young Fathers And Their Controls

Traits Fathers Non-Fathers -
N % N % P-Value™

Years of School Completed

12 31 65 36 72 b
12 17 35 14 28 NS
School Status® -
Attending School 21 44 42 84
Not Attending School 27 56 8 16 .001
Employment Status
Employed 27 56 18 36 .04

Not Employed 21 44 32 64
Presence of Father In Home

Present 29 60 35 70 NS
Not Present 19 40 15 30

Active Church Member

Yes 11 23 19 38 NS
Wo 37 77 31 62

Sisters Who Are Unwed Mothers

Yes 25 52 20 40 NS
No 23 48 30 60

Brothers Who Are Unwed Fathers

Yes 17 35 23 46 NS
No 31 65 27 54

Ap.value arrived at through calculation of the chi-square
statistics.

bNot significant statistically.

cSchoo] status at the time of the interview.
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TABLE 5.3

Measurement Of Internal And External Locus Of Control Of
The Young Fathers And Their Controls

INTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL

Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing?

Fathers Non-Fathers

N % N %
Yes 43 90 43 86
No 5 10 7 14

x% = 0.29, df = 1, P-value not significant.

When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain
that you can make them work?

Fathers Non-Fathers

N % N %
Yes 40 83 40 80
No 8 17 10 20

x% = 0.18, df = 1, P-Value not significant.
EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL -

Do you feel that you can do very little to change your 1ife?

Fathers Non-Fathers

N b4 N %
Yes 27 56 16 32
No 21 44 34 68

X2 = 5.85, df = 1, P-value = .02.

Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets
ahead?

Fathers Non-Fathers

N % N %
Yes 27 56 9 18
No 21 44 41 82

X2 = 15.42, df = 1, P-value <.00l.
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TABLE 5.4

Discriminant Function Analysis For Discriminating Between
The Unmarried Adolescent Fathers And Their Controls

Standardized Discriminant

Variables Function Coefficient P-Value?
School Status 0.7278 . 001
Trusting to Luck 0.4861 .001
Can Do Little to Change Life 0.3888 .03

3level of significance (F-test).

TABLE 5.5

Classification Results For Predicting
Unmarried Adolescent Fatherhood

Predicted Group Members
Actual Group N 1 2
N % N
Group 1 48 36 75 12
Fathers
Group 2 50 13 26 37
Non-Fathers

Percent of "“Grouped" Cases Classified Correctly: 74
percent.

hip
%
25

74

.49
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5.2 Problems He Has And The Ways He Copes With Them: A Compara-
tive Analysis 2f The Columbus Young Fathers And Their
Controls

The non-fathers, as were the fathers (in Section 1.10 of this
report), were asked about problems they faced as well as the types
of problems they discussed with someone when they had a personal
problem. Problems relating either 'to fighting, school,
employment, or girls were among the more frequent responses given
by the conrols in terms of the problems they faced as non-fathers.
Other problems encountered by them included the following:

o Racial discrimination

o Parents separation

o Peer pressure to commit illegal acts

o Problems with the police

o Drugs

o Having a curfew

o Arguments with parents

o Concern for general health

o Not being prepared enough in life to do things they want

to do

Twenty-six (26) percent of the controls indicated they did
not face any problems.

Even so, Sixty-six (66) percent of the controls indicated
they did discuss problems with others when they had a personal
problem. Prominent among the problems likely to be discussed
include problems rclating to: schocl, employment, girls, and
other people in general. Problems discussed by the controis less

frequently include the following:
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o Acne

o Leaving home

o Sexual problems

o Peer pressure to get into trouble

o How to do certain things

o Getting along with parents

o Personal problems in general
The controls were likely to handle these problems by turning to a
family member (see Table 5.6). The member sought out most was the
non-father's mother (see Table 5.7).

Essentially, no statistical differences were observed between
the young fathers and their controls in the manner by which they
chose to handle the assortment of problems with which they were
confronted as adolescent males (see Table 5.8). Similarly, a
comparison of the subjects' responses to the question: "If you
had a personal problem, whom or where would you go to for advice
or help?", revealed that a majority of them would go either to
their mothers or fathers for advice or help (see Table 5.9). For
both the fathers and their controls, the person asked to provide
assistance most was their mother; however, the non-fathers were

more likely to do so than were the fathers (X2 * 2,73, df =1, P =
.10).



TABLE 5.6

The Adolescent Non-Fathers' Response To The Question:
“Whom Would You Go To First With A Problem?"

Subjects’' Response To Question N
Family 38
Friends 11
Outsiders (i.e., agencies) 1

TABLE 5.7

The Adolescent Non-Fathers' Response To The Question:
"If You Had A Personal Problem, Whom Or Where Would You
To For Advice or Help?"

Subjects' Response To Question N
Mother 26
Father h ’ 8
Mother or Father -0-
Brother _ . 3
Sister 1
Friend 8
Minister 1
Self 3
Agency -0-
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TABLE 5.8

The Unwed Adolescent Fathers And Their Controls' Responses
To The Question: “Whom Would You Go To First With A Problem?"

a

Subjects' Response Fathers Non-Fathers
N % N 4

Family 4?2 88 38 76
Social Agency ! 2 1 2

an chi-square analysis revealed no significant differences in the
responses of the fathers and their controls.

Friends 5 10 11 22
TABLE 5.9
The Unwed Adolescent Fathers and Their Controls®’ Responses To The
Question: "If You Had A Personal Problem, Whom or Where Would You
Go To For Advice Or Help?"

Subjects' Response Fathers Non-Fathers
" ;4 N Z
Mother 17 35 26 52
Father 7 15 8 16
Mother or Father 5 10 -0- -0-
Brother 3 6 3 6
Sister 1 2 1 2
Friend 8 17 8 16
Minister -0- -0- 1 2
Self 6 13 3 6
Social Agency 1 2 -0- -0-
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5.3 Sexual Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices: A Comparative

Analysis of The Columbus Young Fathers And Their Controls

Main Source of Sex Information

The Columbus unmarried adolescent fathers and their controls
were asked “"When you first learned about sex, what was your main
source of information?" It will be observed in Table 5.10 that a
friend was most 1ikely to be the main source of sex information,
for both the fathers and non-fathers, when they first learned
about sex. This finding was more likely to be true for
non-fathers than it was for the young fathers; however, this

difference was not statistically significant.

TABLE 5.10

Percent Disiribution Of Subjects According To Main Sources
0f Information On Sex

Source Fathers Non-Fathers
N % N %
Friends 24 50 33 66
Books 5 10 2 4
Mother 1 2 3 6
Doctor -0- -0- 2 4
Pamphlets -0- -0- -0- ~0-
Teacher 5 10 6 12
Father 4 8 3 6
Films -0~ -0- 1 2
Other 9 19 -0- -0-
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Knowledge of Sex

Six (6) statements that were to be answered "true" or “false"
were used to obtain information pertaining to the sexual knowledge
of the young fathers and their control.. These statements are
shown in Table 5.11. A chi-square 2analysis revealed no
statistically significant differences between the fathers and
non-fathers in their responses to those six (6) statements. Even
so, the findings suggested that the subjects may have some gaps in
their sexual knowledge. For example, less than half of the
subjects knew that a douche is not a reliable method of
contraception and that even if a male practices withdrawal, his
partner may still become pregnant. Perhaps the most salient
finding was that only twenty-one (21) percent of the fathers and
twenty-four (24) percent of the non-fathers could identify the
time during the menstrual cycle when conception is most likely to

occur.
Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy

Statements that were to be answered "true" or "“false" were
used to obtain information concerning the subjects' attitudes
toward abortion, contraception, and sexuality. These statements
and the subjects' responses to them are shown in Table 5.12.
These items are the same as those employed by Vadies and Hale
(1977) in their study of the attitudes of 1,017 adolescent males

about abortion, contraception, and sexuality.
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TABLE 5.11

Percent Distribution Of Correct Responses To Statements
Concerning Sexual Knowledge Of The Young Fathers
And Their Controls

Statement Fathers Non-Fathers
N % N ES

A douche (girl washing herself

after sexual intercourse) is a 17 35 22 44
good method to grevent

pregnancies (F)

A male's sperm lives less
than one day inside a woman. (F) 31 65 36 72

Rubbers help prevent V.D. (T) 39 81 43 86

A girl can most easily get
pregnant just before her 10 21 12 24
period begins. (F)

Rubbers help prevent unwanted
pregnancies. (T) 35 73 43 86

During sexual intercourse, if a

male takes out his penis before 18 37 18 36
coming, his girl may get preg-

nant anyway. (T)

qCorrect response to statement.

120

103




Attitudes Toward Abortion. Statements 7 and 8 were used to

assess the subjects' attitudes about abortion (Table 5.12). A
majority of the young fathers and their controls indicated that,
if they were responsible for the pregnancy, they would not want a
girl to have an abortion. Similarly, they would not want their
sexua1.mate to have an abortion "because it's wrong."

Attitudes Toward Contraception. Statements 1, 3, 4, and 6

directly or 'ndirectly assessed the subjects' attitudes about
contraceptive responsibility (Table 5.12). The non-fathers were
more likely than were the fathers to disagree with the statement
that pregnancy, when it occurs, is “"her fault because she should
have protected herself" (X2 = 4,24, df = 1, P = .04). A majority
of the young fathers and their controls responded "true" to the
statement that "birth control is for girls only." At least
two-thirds of the fathers and non-fathers disagreed with the
statement “It's not right to use birth control" (Table 5.12). The
non-fathers were more likely than were the fathers to agree that a
guy should use birth control whenever possible. This difference,
however, was not statistically significant.

Attitudes Toward Sex and Pregnancy. The attitudes of the

young fathers and their controls are shown in Table 5.12. The
majority of the fathers and their controls disagqreed with
Statement 2: “"It's O0.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that
you can have sex with her."

It has been reported in the literature that young males find
sex important because it affirms their masculinity (Nelson and

Segrist, 1976). To Statement 5: “"Getting a girl pregnant proves
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Percent Distribution 0f Unwed Adolescent Fathers
And Their Controls Responding True ‘Or False To Statements
Exploring Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception,

TABLE 5.12

And Pregnancy By Statement

Fathers Non-Fathers
True False True False
Statements N y N ¥ N g N A
It's not right to use 16 33 32 67 12 24 38 76
birth control.
It's 0.K. to tell a girl that 14 29 3 71 13 26 37 74
you love her so that you can
have sex with her.
If a guy gets a girl 14 29 38 71 6 12 43 86
pregnant, it's her fault,
not his because she should
have protected herself.d
Birth control is for girls 27 56 21 44 29 58 21 42
only.
Getting a girl pregnant 5 10 43 90 -0- -0- 50 100
proves that you are a man.
A guy should use birth con- 21 44 27 56 26 52 24 48
trol whenever possible.
If I got a girl pregnant, I 5 10 43 90 3 6 a7 94
would want her to have an
abortion.
1f 1 got a girl pregnant, 37 77 11 23 3% 70 15 30

I would not want her to
have an abortion because
it's wrong.

Sex education is nothing
but a waste of time.

My friends and I talk
about the sex that we have.

qne (1) non-father refused to answer this question.
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that you are a man," most of the fathers and non-fathers

disagreed.

Sharing Sex Information With Peers. Since a peer group is a

source of affirmation and approval (Vadies and Hale, 1977), it is
important to know whether the subjects shared the fact of sexual
activity with their friends. To statement 10, "My friends and 1
talk about the sex we have," at least half of the fathers and
non-fathers indicated they shared their experiences with friends.

Attitudes Toward Sex Education. The younn fathers and their

controls were asked about their view of sex education . It was
expected they would place little value on sex education because it
is commonly alleged that males "know all about it anyhow" (Vadies
and Hale, 1977). At least four-fifths of the fathers and their
controls indicated that sex education was not a waste of time

(Statement 9, Table 5.12).
Sexual Experience

Table 5.13 reveals the distribution of the respondents by age
at first sexual intarcourse with a girl. The non-fathers (60
percent) were slightly more likely than were the fathers (56
percent) to have had their first sexual intercourse at age twelve
(12) years or less. A majority of the fathers (75 percent) and a
majority of the non-fathers (84 percent) had their first sexual
experience with a girl by the time they were 13-years-old.
Regardless of their age, both the fathers (65 percent) and the
non-fathers (78 percent) were likely to report that they felt

either satisfaction, happiness, or pride after their first sexual
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TABLE 5.13

Percent Distribution Of Respondents According To Age At
First Sexual Intercourse With A Girl

Age Fathers Non-Fathers
N % N %
<12 27 56 30 60
13 9 19 12 24
14 5 10 5 10
15 4 8 1 2
>16 3 7 2 4
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intercourse with a girl. The remaining subjects reported they

felt either dissatisfaction, guilt, or confusion.
Contraceptive Utilization

ITlustrated in Table 5.14 is the distribution of respondents
by use of contraceptives when they have sexual intercourse. It
will be noted that the fathers were less likely than were the
non-fathers to use contraceptives during sexual intercourse (X2 =
14.89, df =1, P = <,001). "I don't want to" or "I don't 1like
them" was the most popular response given by the fathers for not
using contraceptives when they had sex. When either the young
father or non-father used a contraceptive, it was most likely to
have been a rubber (or condom) (see Table 5.15).

The contraceptive users when compared with the
non-contraceptive users, regardless of fatherhood status, were
more likely to believe in the use of birth control, to believe
that cendoms prevented unwanted pregnancies, and they were
slightly more likely to be active church members. They were,
however, considerably less likely to believe that one can do very
Tittle to change his 1ife or to believe that it is mostly luck if
one succeeds or gets ahead. Further analysis of these data
ravealed that non-contraceptors were more likely to have negative
attitudes toward the practice of birth control, and these
attitudes were likely to be associated with a belijef in luck and a
lack of faith in one's power to influence one's life.

To understand more about the motivation for contraceptive use
among the subjects, a discriminant function analysis was conducted

to determine the extent to which a iﬁéggted set of variables was
0
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TABLE 5.14

Percent Distribution According To Whether Respondents Use
Contraceptives When They Have Sexual Intercourse

Contraceptive Use Fathers Non-Fathers

N % N %

Yes 13 27 33 66

No 35 73 17 34
x? = 14.89, df = 1, P = .001.

TABLE 5.15

Percent Distribution Of Respondents By Form Of Contraceptive Used

Form of Contraceptive Fathers Non-Fathers

N % N %

Rubber (or condom) 27 56 36 72

None ' 19 40 13 26

Other 2 4 1 2
126

109



important in differentiating between these subjects as to whether
they would use contraceptives. The following variables were
included to facilitate this analysis:

Active church member.

Belief that it is the girl‘'s responsibility to protect
herself from getting pregnant.

Belief that condoms help prevent unwanted pregnancies.
Belief that one can do 1ittle to change one's life.
Trusting to luck.

School status.

These variables were chosen because they were thought to be

associated with premarital intercourse among adolescents (Chilman,

1978). With the exception of the variables school status, a
belief that it is the girl's responsibility to protect herself
from getting pregnant, and a belief that one can do little to
change one's 1life, there was significant multivariate separation
between the contraceptors and non-contraceptors on the predictor
variables shown in Table 5.16 (2 = 0.80; Canonical Correlation =
0.45; x% = 21.20, df = 3; P = <« 001). The variable that
contributed most to the differentiation between these two groups
was a belief that condoms help prevent unwanted pregnancies.

As a check of the adequacy of these variables in
discriminating between contraceptors and non-contraceptors, 2
discriminant function analysis was used as a classification
technique. It will be observed in Table 5.17 that sixty-eight
(68) percent of the "grouped" cases were classified correctly.
Even so, these variables explained only twenty (20) percent of the

variance in predicting group membership. The amount of variance

1o

127



TABLE 5.16

Discriminant Function Analysis For Discriminating Between
Contraceptors And Non-Contraceptors

Standardized Discriminant a
Variables Function Coefficient P-Value

Belief that condoms help 0.7316 .001
prevent unwanted pregnancies

Trusting to luck 0.6338 .01
Church attendance 0.5237 .01

Aevel of significance (F-test).

TABLE 5.17

Classification Results For Predicting Contraceptive Use

a Predicted Group Membership
Actual Group N 1 2
N % N

Group 1 45 36 80 9
Contraceptors

Group 2 52 22 42 30
Non-Contraceptors

Percent of "Grouped" Cases Classified Correctly: 68.04 parcent.

aMissing value not included.




explained by these variables was obtained by squaring the
Canonical Correlation Coefficient 0.45.

Discussion and Conclusions

This report presents two inter-related analyses of the data
involving a limited population of unmarried Black adolescent
fathers in Tulsa, Oklahoma; Chicago, Illinois; and Columbus, Ohio;
and a limited population of non-fathers from Columbus, Ohio. One
deals with differences among the fathers across the three cities,
the other with the differences between fathers and non-fathers in
Columbus, Ohio. Although some differences were found among the
fathers when compared across these cities, the overall major
findings were similar. Similarly, the differences observed
between the fathers and non-fathers were minimal, and were only

infrequently significant statistically.
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A Comparative Analysis of the Tulsa, Chicago,
and Columbus Samples

Although the fathers were found to be more similar than they
were different when compared across the cities in terms of who
they were and what they were 1like, several statistically
significant differences were found to exist among them. Young
fathers of Tulsa were more likely to be older ( 18 years old) at
the birth (or conception) of their child than were either the
fathers in Chicago or Columbus ( 17 years old). This finding
may be explained in part by the data that revealed the Tulsa
fathers were more likely to have had their first coital experience
with a girl at a later age than were either the Chicago or
Columbus fathers. Moreover, the Tulsa fathers were more likely to
have completed twelve (12) or more years of school than were
either the fathers of Chicago or Columbus. The difference here
may have been affected by the socioeconomic status of the fathers;
however, it cannot be stated with certainty since the author did
not measure the socioeconomic status of the subjects. Young
fathers in both Tulsa and Columbus were more likely to be employed
than were those in Chicago. Possibly, these two (2) cities had
more favorable employment opportunities for Black teenage males
than did the city of Chicago.

When viewed collectively, these findings provide suggestions
for the focus of program services for those interested in
developing social services for unmarried Black adolescent fathers.
These data would suggest that at least two (2) categories of young
fathers may be in need of human services: those who are 17-years-

old or younger and those who are 18-years-old or older. It has
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suggested in the literature that because of their limited
education, their general {fnability to cope with financial

responsibilities, and their level of emotional or social maturity,

'&oung fathers 17-years-old or younger are 1ikely to need

counseling and supportive services to meet their new situation as
a father (Howard, 1975). The literature would suggest also that
fathers 18 years old or older are likely to have a different set
of concerns from those 17-years-old or younger (Howard, 1975).
These concerns may range from problems of youthful parenting and,
in some cases, of youthful marriage to legal consequences from
possible charges of statutory rape.

Relative to their problems, no significant differences were
found among the fathers in the specific content of the problems
they had faced or the problems they were likely to discuss with
someone when they ask them for help. Of more importance perhaps,
is that the problems encountered by these fathers varied. For
example, these fathers reported having problems with: providing
for their child; the unwed mothers; the young mother's family and
their own as well; their child restricting their freedom; being
able to finish school; finding employment; coping with being a
father; and with setting a good example in their child's presence.
What these findings would suggest is that program administrators
should guard against stercotyping young fathers and their service

needs.
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Sexual Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices of
the Married Adolescent Fathers

Sources of Sex Information. A majority of the fathers in

each of the cities surveyed learn atout sex from friends. These
findings are consistent with what others have reported in the
literature regarding sources of sex information (Lancet, et al.,
1978; Masland, 1978; Finkel and Finkel, 1975). Parents of the
subjects were used infrequently as a source for sex information.
This finding may have resulted in part because parents may be
reluctant to discuss sexual matters with their children (Shapiro,

1980).

Knowledge of Sex. In line with the findings of other reports

(Elster and Panzarine, 1980), the findings for this population of
young fathers indicated they may not be well informed in sexual
ratters. For example, the fathers of Tulsa were more 1ikely to
know that VD in the mother could cause her baby to be stillborn or
blind than were the fathers of Chicago. The fathers of Chicago,
on the other hand, were more likely to know that VD is both
gonorrhea and syphilis. Supportive of Finkel and Finkel's
findings (1975), the findings here indicate that a majority of the
young fathers in all three (3) the cities studied could not
identify the time during the menstrual cycle when a girl is most
1ikely to get pregnant.

Attitudes Toward Sex Education. Sex education was thought by

the majority of these fathers not to be a waste of time. This
finding is in accord with a similar result reported by Vadies and
Hale (1977). These authors reported that eighty-four (84) percent

of their sample felt that sex education was not a waste of time.
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The authors did not make clear whether their subjects had sex

education prior to participating in their study. It is possible

these fathers' view on sex education in such a potentially

positive light may have been influenced by their prior experience

in a sex education program.

Attitudes Toward Sex, Contraception, and Pregnancy. The

majority of all fathers studied thought it was wrong to tell a
girl they loved her in order to have sex with her. Three-fifth§
of the subjects in Vadies and Hale's (1977) sample thought the
opposite. The difference here may be influenced by whether the
relationship between the young male and female was casual or
stable. Also, the difference may have been influenced by the
variance of such factors as age, religion, education, employment,
and race in the two samples. Subjects in the Vadies and Hale
sample included Black, white, and Hispanic adolescents. Cultural
norms and beliefs are thought to influence the perception of sex
roles and sexuality (Johnson and Staples, 1979).

Regarding attitudes toward abortion, the findings revealed a
marked sentiment against abortion. These results support those
reported by Vadies and Hale (1977) that Black adolescent males
tend to disapprove of abortion. The reason for the strong
anti-abortion bias of this group of unmarried adolescent fathers
may have been due in part to their relationship with the mothers
of their children being more meaningful than is commonly assumed.

Some credence is giver to this observation as it was found
that most of the fathers disagreed that pregnancy when it occurs
is “her fault because she should have protected herself."”

Moreover, most of the subjects disagreed with the statement "It's
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not right to use birth control.* Also, most of the young fathers

agreed that ®a guy should use birth control whenever possible."

JThese latter two statements are at variance with the results

reported by Vadies and Hale (1977) for these same statements.
These differences in results may be due in part to the nature of
the sample population. Vadies and Hale (1977) did not specify
whether their subjects included any unmarried adolescent fathers.
If they were not included in their sample, then it may be
speculated these subjects' dnclination toward sharing
contraceptive responsibility with the female would be associated
with their not wanting to 2dd to their responsibilities as a young
father.

Sexual Experience. No significant differences were observed

between the fathers with respect either to their age at the time
of their first sexual intercourse with a girl or to how they felt
after their first sexual intercourse with a girl. Whatever their
feelings, most of the respondents indicated they shared the fact
of their sexual activity with friends. This would suggest that
peer pressure may provide some of the impetus for sexual activity
among thece young fathers. While sharing knowledge of sexual
experience with friends may not be causally re1$ted to the need to
have sex, it is an area of research that needs to be developed in
order to understand fully the forces motivating adolescent males
toward sexual activity (Vadies and Hale, 1977).

Contraceptive Utilization. Regarding contraception, 2

majority of the adolescent fathers reported they did not use
contraceptives when they had sexual intercourse. Concomitantly,

it was found that most of the young fathers were inclined toward
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sharing contraceptive responsibility with the female. Obviously,
there is an inconsistency in their statements about being
responsible and the way they behave. Where this inconsistency is
found in future research efforts, it needs to be pursued.
Attitudes of the Unwed Adolescent Fathers
Toward Fatherhood

The results obtained from severazl questions used to assess
the young fathers' attitudes toward fatherhood were mixed. The
fathers of Tulsa and Chicago were more likely to indicate a degree
of readiness to be a father after their child was born than were
the fathers of Columbus. The difference here may be due in part
to the Columbus fathers' being more aware of the deleterious
consequences that tend to be associated with adolescent paternity
(Earls and Siegel, 1980; Furstenburg, 1976; Caughlan, 1960) than
were either the fathers of Tulsa or of Chicago. Regardless of how
the unmarried adolescent fathers perceived fatherhood, they were
overwhelmingly concerned about their child's future.

The Relationship Between the Unwed Adnlescent Father
and the Mothers of Their First Child

An analysis of the data pertaining to the relationship
between the young fathers and the mothers of their child suggested
that the relationship between the two of them appeared to have
been one of love. This finding supports the works of others that
point out that the relationship between young unwed parents may be
more meaningful than one might suspect (Pannor, et al., 1965;

Sauber and Rubinstein, 1265). Pannor, et al. (1965) noted,
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however, that such relationships are progressively redefined,

becoming more realistic as casework with the couple proceeds.

A Comparative Analysis of The Columbus
Young Fathers and Their Controls

The differences between the Columbus fathers and their
controls were minimal, and were only infrequently significant
statistically. The ones that were significanc suggested that
unmarried Black adolescent fathers were more likely than were
their controls to have an external locus of control, to drop out
of school, and to be employed. These results are consistent with
those from Card and Wise (1978), in which they pointed out that
boys who father a child during adolescence achieve less formal
education than do classmates who postpone parenthood; and the
notion that parenthood causes teenage boys to enter the labor
force earlier than do their peers (Elster and Panzarine, 1980).
When these results are taken together, they support the conclusion
suggested by other investigators, that is, the differences that
do exist between the fathers and non-fathers tend to be social and
demographic (Pauker, 1971; Card and Wise, 1978; Elster and
Panzarine, 1980).

The new and important findings offered in these analyses
concern those of locus of control and contraceptive use. The
absence of feeling in control of one's destiny was more likely to
be associated with non-contraceptors than it was with
contraceptors. This finding supports the work of both MacDonald
(1970) and Meyerowitz and Malev (1973). Their findings suggested

that those with external orfen%tations are less than are others
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1ikely to practice birth control. Moreover, a linear discriminant
function analysis revealed that Black adoiescent males who are

non-contraceptors are more 1ikely as well not to believe in the

use of birth control, not to believe that condoms help prevent

unwanted pregnancies, and not to be church goers. Additionally,
this analysis showed that the likelihood that a Black adolescent
male is a contraceptor or a non-contraceptor can be determined if
nis locus of control, his belief regirding the use of birth
control, belief on whether condoms Prevent unwanted pregnancies,
and whether he attends church, are known.

Even though several of the social and psychological variables
that are often thought to have a major influence on adolescent
childbearing were entered in this multivariate analysis, it is
important to recognize that they -~xplained only a modesi portion
of the variance in discriminating between contraceptors and
non-contraceptors (20 percent). " This finding suggests that a host
of variables influence unwed adolescent fatherhood and the
interrelationships among:them are complex. fhe point here is that
the total va-iance of the risk indicators of single adolescent
fatherhood appears to be spread thinly across antecedent
variables, some of which have been discovered, many of which have
not. In pursuing other potentially strong antecedents of
unmarried Black adolescent fatherhood in future multivariate
studies, researchers should include in their investigation the
study of such variables as the frequency of sexual intercourse,
the use of alcohol and drugs, peer group pressure, and the
attitude and knowledge of the male's girlfriend about sexual

intercourse, contraception, and abortion.
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Limitations of the Study

) Consideration must be given to the limitations of this study
fhat relate to the usefulness of the results. The first point is
that the questions comprising the interview schedule may have been
worded in such a way as to elicit socially desirable answers from
the subjects. Moreover, the questionnaire items used to measure
the study variables tended to be global and imprecise, so that
caution must be used in the application of terms and concepts.
Other reasons that the data may be bjased irclude the following:
the subjects were selected in a nonprobability manner; they were
paid for their interview; and the sample size fis small. The small
number of subjects decreased the potential influence of the actual
findings on the knowledge base about unmarried Black adolescent
fathers, especially with regard to the various ages of
adolescents. As Chilman (1978) has noted, it makes a difference

whether the adolescent is aged 12, 13, 14, or 15 years, and the

like.

Strengths of the Study

Careful consideration also must be given to several strengths
of this study. The first one is the erfort to study the sexual
development, attitudes, and behavior of Black unmarried adolescent
fathers. Within the 1literature, few investigators have
intentionally studied unwed ado1escet{t fathers, and even fewer
have studied Black adolescent fathers. This has happened because
young unwed fathers have proved to be an exceptionally difficult

group to reach. Another ctrength is that the majority of the
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items comprising the interview schedule for the current study were
items that have been used by other researchers investigating
.adolescent sexual behavior and unwed fatherhood (for example,
Pannor, et al., 1965; Robbins and Lynn, 1973; Meyerowitz and
Malev, 1973; Vadies and Hale; 1977, Lancet, et 2al., 1978).

A final strength is the selection of a population of Black
unwed fathers. This has resulted in findipgs that are not
confounded by race. Moreover, findings from studies on other
populations are often applied to Blacks without verification that
the findings do, indeed, apply to Blacks. Perhaps the failure of
some of the data outcomes of this study to agree with those of

other studies is a reflection of the differences represented by

race, social class, or values.
Policy Implications

Several policy implications for program planning and
implementation by social service and public health agencies have
emerged from this research. For example, only two of the subjects
indicated they would seek out a human service agency for advice or
help with a problem. What is needed to get them involved, it
seems, is assertive outreach (Pannor and Massarik, 1968).

Judging by the findings reported here, reaching out to
unmarried Black adolescent fathers can be a complex undertaking

since they appear to have various needs of varying complexity.

Therefore, it is suggested that those desiring to reach out to

these fathers start out small and grow. An examination of the
socio-demographic fiudings suggest that one way to start would be

to offer practical help to the young fathers. One practical way
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of helping these young men would be to offer them tutoring which

would prepare them to return to school or to achieve a high

-§chool general equivalency diploma (GED). Since a majority of the

fathers were unemployed, vocational counseling, training, and
placement are other kinds of practical assistance that may be used
to attract a young father to an established agency. It has been
pointed out that those who work with young fathers note that,
unless a worker is able to help resolve the young man's practical
problems, i't is difficult to focus on many other less visible but
important problems (Howard, 1975).

Meeting the practical needs of young fathers may require a
different approach by an agency. Given that these fathers tended
to receive sex education first from & friend and that they tended
to spend three or more days a week with their peers after school,
or work, or in the evenings, the-.use of ;;eer counselors may be one
such approach. Through contacts in pool halls, basketball games,
and recreational centers, these counselors could be helpful to
human services professionals in opening up communication among
these fathers so that such matters as fathers' rights, sex
education, the role of a father, and consumer education can be
discussed freely. Some investigators would caution, however, that
these counselors must not be "just a pal" (Howard, 1975; Johnson
and Staples, 1979). They suggest that even if the counselor
meets the fathers in their own environment, they want to feel that
he is not just one of them but has something special to offer.

In meeting the practical concerns of young Black fathers,
human service workers may be aided by the mothers of the fathers.
For example, these data show the mothers of the young Black
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fathers were valued as sources of social support in that they were

sought frequently by the fathers to help them with their problems.
One speculation as to why mothers of young fathers were valued as
sources of social support is that they combine expert knowledge
with the greatest investment of all persons in their son's well
being (Gottlieb, 1975). To the extent that this is true,

1nvolving the mothers or the parents may make the task of reaching

young fathers easier.

Moreover, these data indicated that a majority of these
fathers perceived their relationship with the mothers of their
children to be one of love, and they expressed a keen interest in
their children's future. 1f outreach efforts were predicted on
the interest that young fathers have for the young mothers and
their children, child welfare workers might witness more of it,
and at the same time they might have more Success in reaching out
to young fathers. Once young fathers are involved in an agency
program, it is critical, practitioners assert, to serve them after
as well as before the birth of the baby (Howard, 1975).

One of the main policy implications to emerge from this
research relates to the findings that revealed sexual activity had
begun for a majority of the subjects by thirteen (13) years of
age. Obviously, then, sex education offered in high school comes
late. The author joins with other researchers who are calling for
comprehensive and early sex education programs in the schools as
well as other social institutions (see Finkel and Finkel, 1975;
Vadies and Hale, 1977; Lancet, et 2l., 1978; Shapiro, 1980). If
agencies and institutions serving family planning needs were to

of fer young fathers comprehensive sex education programs that
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emphasize contraceptive responsibility, a lower incidence of
repeat unmarried adolescent fatherhood could result.

Other important policy implications to emerge from this
research concern locus of control and contraceptive use. The
findings from the analysis involving the fathers and non-fathers
of Columbus revealed that unwed Black adolescent fathers were more
1ikely to have an external locus of control, to drop out of
school, and to be poor contraceptors than were the unwed Black
adolescent non-fathers. To the extent that these findings are
correct, it would seem that young Black fathers should be given
birth control counseling, and if other forms of counseling are
needed, attention should be paid to the issue of locus of control.
For if they could perceive themselves as being in control of their
lives, it may be that they would be more likely to remain in

school, and perhaps not become repeat or initial unmarried

adolescent fathers.
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APPENDIX A
CONSENT FORM AND INTERVIEW SCHEDULE
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY
INSTITUTE FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AND RESEARCH

NAME OF PROJECT

NAME(S) OF PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR(S):

NAME OF RESPONDENT:
ADDRESS :

I have been satisfactorily informed of the procedures involved in the
above named project.

1 understand the possible risks and benefits that may result because
of my participation in this project.

1 am aware that 1 am free to withdraw this consent and discontinue
participation in this project at any time.

I understand that in the event of physical injury resulting from
the research procedures, financial compensation is not available, and only
immediate, essential mecical treatment will be provided free of charge.

Auditor - Witness Signature of Subject

1f you have any questions at any time that you would 1ike to discuss, call the
(name of project) at (telephone number) or the Vice-President for Health Affairs,
636-7470.

IVUAR FORM -025
3/81
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY
MENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH AND DEVE.OPMENT CENTER

UNMARRIED ADOLESCENT FATHER STUDY

The Margaret Hudson Program, Inc.

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

CARD 1
1.0.4 01-02/
) Date of Today 03-06/

MO DAY

Introduction: Helle. I'm (your name). 1 am working with a group who is
studying adolescent fathers. We are working with young fathers registered with
The Margaret Hudson Program. 1 would like to fnvite you to help us by partici-
pating in this study.

We'd 1ike very much for you to help us by answering some questions about
you and your family, sbout problems you face as & young father and the ways
you handle them, and about your sexual knowledge, attitudes, and practices.
You may at any time refuse to answer a question. It will take about half an
hour or SO to answer these questions.

A1l the information you give us will be kept confidential. Your name will
not be used to report any of the results to persons you may come in contact
with &t The Margaret Hudson Program.

1f you're willing to help us with this study, I'd 1ike you to sign this
agreement to answer questions after you have read {t.

(SHOW CONSENT FORM)
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CARD 1

First of al1, I wouiu Vike to ask you a few general questions about you
and your family.

3. What 4s your date of birth? 07-12/
) DAY YEAR
2. How many brothers and sisters do you have? 13-14/
RUMBER

3. When you wére growing up did you live with both your father
and mother? YES -1 N0 -2 1y

|

i

|

l

3a. If no, with whom do you live:
1 - Guardian

2 - Relative (please specify)
3 - Other (please specify) __16/

4. Mhen you were growing up would you say that most of the time
you were closer to your: 1- Mother 2 - Father 3 - Neither 1

your family when you were growing up. Would you say:

1 - Very happy
2 - Happy

3 - Somewhat satisfactory __18/
4 - Somewhat dissatisfactory
5 - Unhappy

6 - Very unhappy —

5. Which phrase below best characterizes most of your relations with

6. What type of school are you going to now?

1 « Junfor High or Middle School
2 - Senfor High School

3 - College

4 - Business or Technical School
5 - Other (What:
6 - Not in school now 1y

6a. How many years of school have you completed?
(Highest grade completed) __20-2V/

6b. In general, how (do or did) you feel about going to
school? Would you say, you:

1 - Dislike 1t very much

2 - Dislike 1t somewhat

3 - Like it somewhat

4 - Like it very much

5 - Don't care one way or the other
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6¢c. Did your mother usually put you down? Would you say:

YES - 1 NO - 2 23/
6d. Would you say that your teacher did not 1ike you very
much?
YES - 1 . NO - 2 24/

Are you currently employed?
‘YES - 1 NO -~ 2 __25/

On the average, how many days a week do you do things with your
friends after school or work or in the evenings?

1 - None (Please Go to (9)

2 - One

3 - Two

4 - Three .

5 - Four

6 - Five

7 - Six

8 - Seven 26/

8a. Where do you and your friends usually go?

1 have a few questions about religion.
what {s your religious preference? Would you say:

1 - Baptist

- Methodist

Catholic

Holiness

Jehovah Witness
Episcopal

Lutheran

Seventh Day Adventist
Islam

Other (Please Specify)
None

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
0
1

1
1

Are you an active member of any church?
YES - 1 NO - 1

Do you attend religious crusades, revival meetings or missions?
Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2

Do you attend religious services? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2
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13, Do you 1isten to religious services over radio or teievision?
Would you say:

YES - 1 NO ~ 2 3V
14. Do you sometimes pray, either privately or with family?
Wouid you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 .32/
15. Do you listen to religious music? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 33y
16. Do fdeas you have learned from religion soimetimes help you
understand your own 1ife? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 3
17. Do you sometimes contribute money to your church? Would you
say: YES - 1 NO -~ 2 ___ 35/
18. Do you regularly take part in various activities in your
religious organization? Would you say?
YES - 1 NO - 2 36/

Those are all the questions I have about religion. Now I would like to ask

you some questions about how you feel about your life.

19. Do you feel that what happens to you fs your own doing? Would you
say: YES - 1 NO - 2

20. When you make plans, do you fee! that you're almost certain
that you can make them wort™ Would you say:
YES - 1 NO -2

21. Do you feel that you can do very little to change your life?
YES - 1 NO - 2

31

38/

39/

22. Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets
ahead? YES - 1 NO - 2

40/

—

23. Do you get a lot of fun out of 1ife?
YES - 1 NO - 2

41/

24. When you were growing up have you ever felt that you would
1ike to move away from home?
YES - 1 NO - 2

25. 1f someone {nsulted you, wouid you probaoly forgive him or her?
YES - 1 NO - 2

26. Do you feel useless at times?
YES - 1 NO - 2
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Now, I would Tike to ask you a few questions about problems you have faced as
a young father.

27.

-~ 28.

29.

1.

In your opinfon, and from what you have seen yourself, what are some of
the problems you have faced as & young father? (INTERVIEWER, GET A
LISTING IN THE MINIMUM TIME POSSIBLE WITHOUT RUSHING THE RESPONDENT. AS
SOON AS RESPONDENT PROVIDES ENOUGH OF A DESCRIPTION OF A GIVEN PROBLEM
FOR YOU TO WRITE IT DOWN SAY: O0.K. WHAT OTHER PROBLEMS OR DIFFICULTIES
CAN YOU THINK OF?)

Problen 14st (probe for at ledst several problems):

o &> Jw N

If you had a personal probiem, whom or where would you go to for advise
or help? (If a person, have respondent specify his relationship to
that person.)

(1f agency, probe respondent for type of agency.)

Which problems do you think are best to take tc your family, your friends,
or to agencies?

Problem 1ist: FAMILY / FRIENDS / ACENCIES

1.

2.

3
4.
5
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30. Whom would you go to first with a problem? Would you say:

1 - Family

2 - Friends or ‘

3 - Outsiders (agencies) : 45/

31. When you ask someone for help with a personal problem what
ty.es of problems do you discuss with them?

Problem 1ist:
1.

o (& jw N

Now I would like to ask you some questions about your sexual knowledge, attitudes,
and practices.

The following ten (10) statements that I am about to read to you are to be
answered "True" or “False.”

After I read each statement, tell me if you think the statement is True or Faise.

32. It's not right to use birth control.

- TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ___as/
33. It's 0.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that you can have sex
with her.
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 1 a7/

e———

34. If a quy gets a girl pregnant, it's her fault, not his, because
she should have protected herself.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ___4ag/
35. If 1 got a girl pregnant, I would want her to have an abortion.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ___49/
36. Birth control is for girls only.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ___ 50/
37. Getting a girl pregnant proves that you are 2 man.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 __5V/
38. Sex education is nothing but a waste of time.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ___52/

Q DoBALNY
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39. A guy should use birth control whenever possible.

TRUE = 1 FALSE - 2 __53/
40. My friends and 1 talk about the sex that we have.
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 ___54/

41, If 1 got a girl pregnant, I would not want her to have an
abortion because it's wrong.
TRUE = 1 FALSE - 2 55/

Those are all the questions I have that require 2 True or False answer. Now
1'd 1ike to ask you some general questions about your sexual behavior.

42. When you first learned about sex, what was your main source of
information? Would you say:

Friends

Books

Mother

Doctor (specialist)

Pamphlets

Teacher

Father

Films

Other (please specifiy) 56/

OOSNSNIOTONDWN

43. How 01d were you when you first had sexual intercourse with a
a girl? __57-58/

44. How did you feel after your first sexual intercourse with a
gir1? Would you say:

Satisfaction

Happiness or Pride

Guilt

Dissatisfaction

Confusion __ 59/

oS WwhN
[ I I B |

25. When you have sexual intercourse, do you use contraceptives?
YES - 1 NO - 2 __ 60/

45a., If yes, why?

45b. 1f no, why not?
(1f 45b, skip to question 47)
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46. What forms of contracept%ves have you used?

List those given:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Now I have some questions about your knowledge and opinions about sex.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

Do you feel that it {s abnormal for children and teenagers to
masturbate? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW = 3 __61/

Do you feel that it is abnormal for teenagers to think 2 lot
about sex? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW = 3 __ 62/

Do you know what V.D. (Veneral Disease) 1s? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW = 3 63/
(1f no or don't know, Skip to question 51.)

4%a. If yes, ask respondent what is V.D. in his opinion.

1 - YES = Gonorrhea

2 - YES - Syphilis

3 - YES - Both Gonorrhea and Syphilis

4 - YES _ Other (Please Specifyg 64/
Do you belfeve that V.D. fn the mother may ceuse her baby to be
stillborn or blind? Would you say:

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW = 3 ___65/

In your opinion, is a girl most 1ikely to become pregnant,
would you say:

1 - During the time of her monthly period

2 - Around the time of ovulation

3 - Just before she has her montly period

4 - st after she has her monthly period __ 66/

From this Yist of birth control methods (HAND RESPONDENT RESPONSE
CARD #1), please tell me which three you feel are the most effective:

1 - Birth control pills
2 - Rhythm method

3 - Withdrawal BEST COPY AVAILABLE
4 - Diaphragm

5 - Coil (IUD) -



52. (Continued)

6 - Foams ___57/
7 - Condoms (rubbers) __68/
8 - Sterilfzation 68/

Now, 1 have a few general questions concerning you as an unwed father.
53, What was your age at the birth of your first child? __1/mny

54, Right before your first child was born, how ready did you feel
to be a parent? Would you say:

1 - Very ready

2 - Somewhat ready

3 - Somewhat unready

4 - Very unready 12/

55, Knowing what you kﬁBw now and looking back, how ready would
you say you really were at that time? Would you say:

1 - Very ready

2 - Somewhat ready

3 - Somewhat unready

4 - Very unready __13/

Now, 1 would 1ike to aske you some questions concerning the relationship
between you and the mother of your first child.

HAND These are the possible answers to the next few questions. After
RESPONSE I read each statement, tell me the answer that best describes
CARD #2 the relationship between you and her.

§6. How would you describe the relationship with the mother of your first
¢child prior to her becoming pregnant? Would you say the relationship
was one of:

1 - Love

2 - Friendship

3 - Casual

4 - Hostile __14/

§7. Do you now consider the relationship to be, would you say one of:

1 - Love

2 - Friendship

3 - Casual

4 - Hostile __15/

it Y J v N
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58. How do you believe the mother of your first child regarded the relationship
between you and her prior to her pregnancy? Would you say one of:

. 1 « Love
: 2 - Friendship
3 - Casual
4 - Hostile 76/

59. Now, how do you believe the mother of your first child considers
the relationship to be between you and her? Would you say one of:

1 - Love

2 - Friendship

3 - Casual

4 - Hostile 77/

60. Do you see serious problems in the current relationship between
you and the mother of your first child? Would you say:

YES - 1 NO - 2 78/

(1f no, skip to question 61)

60a. If yes, ask subject to briefly describe these problems.
Problem list:

o [ |w [NV

Now, 1 am going to ask you some questions concerning your experiences as an
unwed father.

61. Did you have sexual intercourse with the mother of your first child
with full knowledge of the potential outcome (i.e., pregnancy)? Would
you say:

YES -1 NO - 2 79/

62. As an unwed father, are you concerned sbout your child's future?

* Would you say:
YES -1 NO - 2 __ 80/
CARD 2

63. Do you feel rejected by your peers? Would you say:

YE5 - 1 NO - 2 oy

64. Do you see anything wrong in having 2 ¢hild out-of-wedlock?

Would you say: .
YES - 1 ND - 2 __ 02/
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65. Do you see your experience, 3s an unwed father, s one that will change
your life in a positive fnsaaon?z Would you say:

YES - 1 03/

Now, 1 have just a few more questions to ask you and then we will be finished.
65. Do you know {f you were born out-of-wedlock?

1 - Out-of-wedlock
2 - Legitimate
3 - In doubt 04y

67. Do you have any sisters who have had children before they were
married, or who became pregnant by 2 fellow other than their
husband? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 ___ 05/
68. Do you have any brothers who are unwed fathers? Would you say:
YES -1 NO - 2 06/

n—

After 1 read each of the nex four statements, please tell me whether you agree,
disagree, or cannot say according to your personal convictions.

69. White doctors generally take good care of their Black patients.
Would you say you:

1 - Agree
2 - Disagree
3 - Cannot say __on

70. Black ieaders vgell out" other Black $0lks too much. Would
you say you: g

1 « Agree
2 - Disagree
3 - Cannot say __og/

71. Blach colleges do a good job of educating their students.
Would you say you:

1 - Agree
2 - Disagree
3 - Cannot say ___09/

72. White businesses <should be banned from the Black community.
Would you say you:

1 - Agree

2 - Disagree
3 - Cannot say 158
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73. From your point of view, 1f the Margaret Hudson Program offered
services to the unwed father would you be interested in receiving

such services? Would you say:
YES - 1 N

7a. 1f yes, why?

LY

1f no, why not?

74. Here is the last question. Is there anything about you that 1 haven't
asked that you think I should know? Anything about your family?

Thank you very much. You've been very helpful.

INTERVIEWER, PAY RESPONDENT FOR INTERVIEW.
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Interviewer complete the following after the {nterview:

How {nterested was the respondent 4n the interview?

1 - Very {nterested

2 - Somewhat:interested

3 - Not §nterested

4 - Interest varied during interview

During the fnterview did the respondent:

1 2
Appear friendly? YES NO
Seem nervous? YES NO

Length of interview (minutes)

160
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY
MENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER

UNMARRIED ADOLESCENT FATHER STUDY
Arts of Living Institute (Chicago, 1114nois)

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

CARD 1
1.0.4 01/02
Date of Today 03/06

MO DAY

Introduction

Hello. 1'm (your name). 1 am working with a group who is studying adolescent
fathers. We are working with young fathers registered with the Arts of Living
Institute. 1 would like to {nvite you to help us by participating in this
study.

We'd like very much for you to help us by answering some questions about you
and your family, about problems you face 2s a young father and the ways you
handle them, and about your sexual knowledge, attitude, and practices. You
may at any time refuse to answer a question. It will take about half an hour
or sc to answer these questions.

A1l the information you give us wiil be kept confidential. Your name will not
be used to report any of the results.

1f you're willing to help us with this study, 1'd 1ike you to sinn this agree-
mant to answer questions after you have read it.

(SHOW CONSENT FORM)

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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. First of 211, I would 1ike to ask you a few general questions about

you and your family.

1.

2.

3.

What 1s your date of birth? 07-12/
—W0 T DA TYEAR

How many brothers and sisters do you have? 13-14/
NUMBER

When you were growing up diddyou211ve with both your father

and mother? YES -1 15/

3a. If no, with whom do you live:

1 - Guardian
2 - Relative (please specify)
3 - Other {please specify) 16/

When you were growing up would you say that most of the time
you were closer to your: 1 - Mother 2 - Father 3 - Neither 17/

Which phrase beluw best characterizes most of your relations with
your family when you were growing up. WouTd you say:

1 - Very Happy

2 - Happy

3 - Somewhat Satisfactory

4 - Somewhat Dissatifactory

§ « Unhappy

6 - Very Unhappy 18/

What type of school are you going to now?

1 - Junior High or Middle School

2 - Senior High School

3 - College

4 - Business or Technical School

5 - Other (What: )

6 - Not in school now 19/

62. How many years of school have you completed?
(Highest grade completed) 20-21/

6b. In general, how (do or did) you feel about going
to school? Would you say, you

1 - Dislike 1t very much

2 - Dislike it somewhat

3 - Like it somewhat

4 - Like 1t very much

5 - Don't care one way or the other 1 62 22/




7.

8.

-2~ CARD 1

6c. Did your teachers usually put you down? Would you say:
YES = 1} NO - 2 23/

6d. Hou1g you say that your teachers did not 1ike you very
much
YES - 1 NO -2 24/

Are you currently employed?

YES - 1 NO - 2 25/
On the average, how many days a week do you do things with your
friends after school or work or in the evenings?

1 - None{Please Go To 9)

2 - One

3 - Two

4 - Three

5 - Four

6 - Five

7 - Six

8 - Seven 26/

8a. Where do you and your friends usually go?

Now, ] have a few questions about religion.

9.

What is your religious preference? Would you say:

1 - Baptist

2 - Methodist

3 - Catholic

4 - Holiness

5 - Jehovah Witness

6 - Episcopal

7 - Lutheran

8 - Seventh Day Adventist

9 - Islam

10 = Other (Please Specify)

11 = None 21/
Are you an active member of any church? _

YES = 1 NO - 2 28/
Do you attend religious crusades, revival meetings or mission?
Would you say: YES =1 N0 - 2 28/
Do you attend religious services? Would you say:

YES - 1 NO -2 163 30/



13,

14.

18.

16.

17.

18.

-3- CARD 1
Do ¥ou 1{sten to re11g1ous services over radio or television?
Nou.g you say: YES - NO - 2 3/

Do you sometimes pray, either privately or with family?
Would you say: YES - 1 NO -2 32/

Do you 1isten to religfous musfc? Would you say:
' YES - 1 N0 - 2 33/

Do ideas you have learned from religion sometimes help you
understand your own 1ife? Would you say:

YES - 1 N -2 34/
Do you sometimes contribute money to your church? Would
you say: YES - 1 NO - 2 35/

Do you regularly take part in various activities in your
religious organization? Would you says
YES-1 ~-N -2 3R/

Opm———

Those are all the questfons I have about religion. Now 1 would 1ike to
ask you some questions about how you feel about your life.

19.

20.

1.

22.

23.

4.

25.

26.

Do you feel that what happens to you is your own doing? Would

you say: YES - 1 NO - 2 37/
When you make plans, do you feel that you're 2lmost certain

that you can make them work? Would you say:

YES - 1 NO -2 38/
Do you feel that you can do very 1ittle to change your 1ife?

YES = 1 NO - 2 39/
Do you feel that 1t is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets
ahead YES - 1 NO -2 40/
Do you gat a lot of fun out of 1ife?
YES . YES « 1 NO - 2 4y

When you were growing up have you ever felt that you would
1ike to move away from home?

YES - 1 NO - 2 ____ﬁZ/
1f someone {nsulted you, would you probably forgive him or her?

YES - 1 ND - 2 ____53/
Do you feel useless at times? 28/

YEs- - NO - . . —

IR TREY] -~ . NP
P FUR R 'J:F\‘: ;\ ‘):.l ¢ ;: W
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Now, I would 1ike to ask you & few questions about problems you have
faced as a young father.

27. In your opinfon, and from what you have Seen yourself, what are
some of the problems you have faced as a young father. (INTERVIEWER,
GET A LISTING IN THE MINIMUM TIME POSSIBLE WITHOUT RUSHING THE
RESPONDENT. AS SOON AS RESPONDENT PROVIDES ENOUGH OF A DESCRIPTION
OF A GIVEN PROBLEM FOR YOU TO WRITE IT DOWN SAY: 0.K. WHAT OTHER
PROBLEMS OR DIFFICULTIES CAN YOU THINK OF?)

Problem 1ist (probe for at least Several problems):
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

28. 1f you had a personal problem, whom or where would you go to for
advice or help? ( If a person, have respondent specify his
relationship to that persor.)

( if agency, probe respondent for type of agency.)

29, Which problems do you think are best to take to your family, your
friends, or to agencies?

Problem 1ist: FAMILY / FRIENDS /  AGENCIES
1.
2,
3.
&
5.
i85
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30. Whom would you go to first with a problem? Would you say:

1 - Family
. & = Friends or
3 - Qutsiders (agencies)
45

31. When you ask someoné Tor help with a personal problem,
what types of problems do you discuss with them?

Problem 1ist:

Now I would 1ike to ask you some questions about your sexual knowledge,
attitudes, and practices.

The following ten (10) statements that I am about to read to you are
to be answered "True” or “False."

After 1 read each statement, tell me if you think the statement is
True or False.

32. It's not right to use birth cuntrol.

TRUE « 1 FALSE - 2 46/
33. 1t's 0.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that you can hzve sex
with her.
TRUE - 1 FALSE = 2 47/

34. If a guy gets a girl pregnant, fts her fault, not his,because
she should have protected herself.

TRUE = 1 FALSE - 2 45/
35. If I got a girl pregnant, I would want her to have an abortion.
TRUE « 1 FALSE « 2 49/

1 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
Q




-6-

36 . Birth control is for girls only.
TRUE = 1 FALSE - 2

37 . Getting a girl pregnant proves that ycu are & man.
TRUE = 1 FALSE = 2

98 . Sex education is nothing but a waste of time.
TRUE = 1 FALSE - 2

39 . A guy should use birth control whenever possible,
TRUE = 1 FALSE - 2

40 . My friends and I talk about the sex that we have.
TRUE = 1 FALSE = 2

41. I1f I gota girl pregnant, I would not want her to have an
abortion because it's wrong.

TRUE = 1 FALSE - 2

Those are all the questions 1 have that require a True or False

answer. Now 1'd like to ask you some general questions about your sexual

behavior.

42 . When you first learned about sex, what was your m2in source of
{nformation? Would you say:

1 =« Friends

2 - Books

3 - Mother

4 - Doctor (specialist)
5 - Pamphlets

6 - Teacher
7 - Father
8 - Films L
9 - Other (please specify) 1
43. How 01d were you when you first had sexu.l intercourse with
a girl? ~57-58/

am———

sV

52/

53/

54/

55/

« 167
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44. How did you feel after your first sexual intercourse with 8 oirl?
Would you say:

1 - Satisfaction

2 - Happiness or Pride

3 - Guilt

4 - Dissatisfaction

5§ - Confusion 59/

45. When you have sexual intercourse, do you use contraceptives?
YES - 1 NO - 2 60/
45a. 1f yes, Why?

45b. 1f no, Why not?

(1f 45b, skip to question 47)

46. What forms of contraceptives have you used?
List those given:

1.

F N A

5.

Now 1 have some questions about your knowledge and opinions about sex.

47. Do you feel that it is abnormal for children and teenagers to masturbate?
Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 61/

48. Do you feel that it is abnormal -~ teenagers to think a ot about
sex? Would you say:

YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 62/
49. Ds you know what VD (Veneral Disease) is? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 DON'T KNOW - 3 __ 63/
(1f no or don't know, skip to question 51.)
49a. 1If yes, ask respondent what is VD in his opinion.

1 - Yes - Gonorrhea

2 - Yes - Syphilis

3 - Yes - Both Gonorrhea and Syphilis

4 - Yes - Other (Please Specify) 54/

168
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50. Do you believe that VD in the mother may cause her baby to
be stillborn or b1ind? Would you say:

YES -1  NO-2  DON'T KNOW - 3 65/

51. In your opinion, is 2 girl most 1ikely to become pregnant,
would you Say:

1 - During the time of her monthly period

2 - Around the time of ovulation

3 - Just before she has her monthly period

4 - Just after she has her monthly period 66/

52. From this list of birth control methods (HAND RESPONDENT
RESPONSE CARD #1), pleazse tell me which three you feel are
the most effective:

1 - Birth Contro! Pills
2 - Rhythm Method
3 - Withdrawal

4 - Diaphragnm
5 - Coil (1UD)
6 - Foams 67/
7 - Condoms (rubbers) 68/
8 - Sterilization 62

Now, I have a few general questions corcerning you as an unwed father.
53. What was your age at the birth of your first child? 70-71/

54, Right before-your first child was born, how ready did you
feel to be a parent? Would you say:

1 - Very Ready

2 - Somewhal Ready

3 - Somewhat Unready

4 - Very Unready ___n

55. Knowing what you know now and looking back, how ready would
you say you really were at that time? Would you say

1 « Very Ready

2 - Somewhat Ready

3 - Somewhat Unready

4 - Very Unready 73/
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Now, I would 1ike to ask you some questicns concerning the
relationship between you and the mother of your first child.

These are the possible answers to the next

HAND few questions, After I read each statement,
RESPONSE tell me the answer that best describe the
CARD #2 relationship between you and her.

56, How would you describe the relationship with the mother of your
first child prior to her becoming pregnant? Would you say the
relationship was one of:

1 - Love

2 - Friendship

3 - Casual

4 - Hostile 74/

57. Do you now consider the relationship to be, would you say one of:

1 = Love

2 = Friendship

3 « Casual

4 - Hostile 757

58, How do you believe the mother of your first child regarded the
relationship between you and her prior to her pregnancy? Would
you say one of:

1 = Love
2 - Friendship
3 - Casual
4 - Hostile 7%/
~50, Now, how do you believe the mother of your first child considers
the relationship to be between you and her? Would you say one of:

1 - Love
2 - Friendship
3 - Casual
4 - Hostile 1l
60. Do you see serfous problems in the current relationship between
you and the mother of your first child? Would you say:

. YES - 1 NO ~ 2 78/
(1f no, skip- to questicn 61)

ERIC ‘ 170
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60a. 1If yes, ask subject to briefly describe these problems.
Problem List:

1.

2.

r—

o L - L
3 . L[]

Now 1 am going to ask you some questions concerning your experiences
as an unwed father.

61.

62.

63.

4.

65.

Did you have sexual intercourse with the mother of your first
child with full knowleoge of the potential outcome (i.e.,
pregnancy)? Would you say:
YES -1 HO - 2 76/

As an unwed father, are you concerned about your child's
future? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 : ~.8Y/
CARD 2
Do you feel rejected by your peers? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 _ 01/

Do you see anything wrong in having 2 child out of wedlock?
Would you say:
YES -1 NO - 2 02/

Do you see your experience, as an unwed father, as one that
will change your life in 2 positive fashion? Would you say:
YES -1 NO - 2 03/

Now, 1 have just a few more questions to ask you and then we wili be
finished.

66. Do you know if you were born out of wedlock?

1 - Out of wedlock
2 - Legitimate
3 - In doubt 04/

Do you have any sisters who have had children before they were
married, or who became pregnant by a fellow other than their

husband? Would you say:
Yes-1  NO-2 171
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€8. Do you have any brothers who are unwed fathers? Would you
say: YES - 1 NO - 2 06/

After 1 read each of the next four statements, please tell me whether
you agree, disagree, or cannot say according to your personal convictions.

69. White doctors generally take good care of their 8lack patients.
Would you say you:

1 - Agree
2 - Disagree
3 - Cannot s2ay 07/

70. Black leaders "sell out" other Black folks too much. Would
you say you:

1 - Agree
2 - Disacree
3 - Cannot say 08/

71. Black colleges do 2 good job of educating their students.
Would you say you:

1 - Agree
2 - Disagree
3 - Cannot say 0o/

72. White businesses chould be banned from the Black community.
Would you say you:

1 - Agree
2 - Disagree
3 - Cannot say 10/

73. From your point of view, how would you rate the Arts of Living
Institute for providing services to unwed fathers? Would you
say:
1 - Excellent
2 - Good
3 - Average
4 - Below Average
5 - Poor 11/

73a. Why do you rate'it that way:
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74. What types of services would you 1ike to see offered to unwed fathers in
addition to the services you are now receiving et the Arts of Living

Institute?

95. Here is the last question. 1Is there anything about you that 1 haven't
asked that you think I should know? Anything about your family?

Thank you very much. You've been very helpful.

INTERVIEWER, PAY RESPONDENT FOR INTERVIEK.
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Interviewer complete the following after the interview:
How interested was the respondent in the interview?
1 - Very Interested

2 - Somewhat Interested
3 - Not Interested

4 - Interest varied during interview 12/
During the fnterview did the respondent:

Appear friendly? Y}S N% 13/

Seem Nervous? YES NO 1y
Length of interview (minutes) ___15-16/

Add any notes that would aid in the interpretation of this interview.

INTERVIEWER'S SIGNATURE

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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HOWARD UNIVERSITY
MINTAL HIALTH RESIARCH AND DIVEILOPMINT CINTER

UNNARRIZD ADDLESCENT FATHEZR STUDY

Bz4hune Center for Teerage Perents

CORFIDINTIAL INTERVIEW

(FATHERS)

CAPD 1
1.D.¢ 0i-02/
Dase

Mo b=y 03-03/

Ireroduzedon: Hello. I'm (vour mame). I 2nm working with & crous who
7S stucyin: adolescent fethers, ke ere workinz with youn2 Tethe=s Knowm
to the Betnune Cerser sor Teerppe Perents. 1 would 1ike to invite you
<0 help us oy periicisesing in this study.

We '€ Vike very musn for you <o help us by answering some questions
zbout vou ang your femily, apout prodiems ydu Tele &S t yount T2ther
and the wzys you hancle tnem, 2nd zbout your sexutl knowiedge, attitudes,
and practices. You may 2% 2ny time refuse t0 2nswer e gueszion. 12
will t2ke 2boys ha1f an hour or so i0 answer these guestions.

£11 the informetion you give us will be kept confidentizl. Your
reme will not be used 1o repdry any oF the results O PErsons you miy
coms in consace with &t <ha Bethune Center for Teer2pe Perents.

17 you're willing <0 help us with shis study, 1'C Tike you ¢ sign
semarT TC answer ouestions eYier you hive rev dt.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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First of 11, I would 1ike to 2sk you & few generel questions about you
and your family,

1. Whet §s your cate of birth? 07-12/
M) DAY YZER
2. How many brothers.and sistars do you have? 13-14/
hNOVE 2
3. When you were growing up, 6id you 1ive with both your father
and mither?  YES -1 ND -2 __ 15/

3z. 17 no, with whom do you live?:

Mother

Father

Grandrcther

Grandfzsher

Aunt

Uncle

Other

Nor 2spliceble 18/

OO~ Ut B WH) e
[ U DU R N R NN R |

4. Wnen you were growinc up, woulc you s2y thit most o¥ the time
you were cleser ¢o your: 1 - Mother 2 - Father 3 - heitner 17/

($4)

Wnich phrese below best characterizes mdst o7 your relztions
with your family when you ware growing up? Wou1C you say:

Very Happy

Happy _
Somewhat Satisfactory

Somewnzt Dissatisfactory
Unhappy
Very Unhappy 1€/

O Ut 25 LW N
f 0 0 ¢ ¢ 0

£. Wnzt type ©F school 2re ydu 00ing TO now?

Junior Hiph or Midcle Schot)

Senior High School

College

Business or Technical School

Osher (Whzt: )
Not in schoo! now g/

[ a X2 0F S 7S AN X 2
¢t ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0

g2. How many years of school have you completed? .
(Highest grade completel) 20221

{7 BESTCOPY AVAILASLE
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€>. In general, how (do or ¢id) you feel about going to
school? Would you sy, you

1 - Dislike it very much

2 - Dislike it somawhat

3 - Like it someawhat

4 - Like it very much

5 - Don't care one w2y or the other 22/

Are you currently employed?
YzS - 1 NO - 2 23/

On the averape, how many days & week do you 60 things with
your friends e¥ier school or work or in the evenings?

1 - None (Flease gb to S)
2 - One

3« Two

L - Three

5 - Four

€ - Five

7 - Six

B -

Seven 24/

-

Now, i have 2 Tew qguestions ebout religiorn.

e.

Wnzt i8 your religious preferenze? oulc you say:

- Baptist

Methodist

Cetho:dc

Pentecost2)

Jehovan Kitness
Episcopal

Lutherzn

Seventh Day Advertis:
Islam

Other (Please specity) 25-2¢/
None

L OWOD SO Ut G R) o

-0 g

Arg you &n active member of any church?
YES -1 NO - 2 z7/

Do you lister to religious services orver razic or television?
kould vou szy: YZS - 1 ND - 2 2c/

D0 vou somstimss pray, either priveteiy or vith farily?

Koule you sey:  VES -1 KD - 24 ,
BESI CUPY AVAILABLE™
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12. Do you listen to religious music? Would you s2y:
YES - 1 NO - 2 32/

i 12. Do ideas you have learnsd from religion sometimes help you
| understand your own 1ife? Would you sey:
YS-1 N0 -2 31/

Those ere 211 the questions 1 heve ebout religion. Now 1 woulc
Yike tc 2sk you some questions azbout how you Teel anC how things
have be2n oting with you.

13, How have you been feeling in gener2l during the past month?
Would you sty:
1 - In exzellent spirits
2 - In very good spirits
3 - In good spirits mostly
L - ] have been up &nd own in spirits & 1ot
5 - In Jow spirits mostly
6 - In very low Spirits 32/

16. How happy, s2tisfiec, or pieased have you been with your
personz) 1ife during the past month? Would you s2y:

- EIxtremely happy - toulc not have beer

more sazistied or pleased

Very happy most of the time

Gener21ly sztisfied - pleased

Some: imes f2irly hippy

Gener2lly dissetisfied, unhzppy

Very dissztisfied or unhzppy mdsi .
or &11 the time s3

o > W [
[ I N B ]

17. How ¢id you feel when you were zround people during the
past month? Would you szy:

- full of 1iTe - very interested

- Enjoyed being with them

- Gener2lly interested with 2 fair amount
of enjoym.ni

1 6id not erjoy being zround people

- 1 felt epart, isolated, 2long, even among

BEST COPY AVAILABLE Trience
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ERIC peoy

A 178

Ut > € BN 2
(]

]
~

(8,
¥




18. Comozred to the past 12 months, whet has your gener2] state
07 wellebeing or distress baen 1ike during the past month?
Would you s2y:

1 - A much higher state of well-being than usuz2l

2 -~ A somewhat highar stzte of well-being than
usual

3 -.About the same steie of well-being 25 usuzl

& -~ About the same strte of distress 2s usu2l

5 - A somewhat orezter state of distress then
usue)

6. A much greater stete of distress than usuzl,

18, How €ic you Yeel 2bout yoursel? 2s 2 person during the past
mon<h?  Would you s2y:

1 felt completely setisfied with mysel<

2 feit 217 right or was contented about
the kind of person 1 am

3 - ] had mixed Teelings about myself

§{ -1 felt very cisappointed in myself severa)
times

1 disliked myself to the point thet
wishel ] were difierent

5 « 1 721t cdisaopoinied with or hated mysel?;
Teit wortrless Or unworthy

1
2

U
]

26, My ge2ily 1ife w2s 171 o things that were interesting to me
during tns passt monin. Would you say:

None of the time

A 1ittle oF the time
Some of ths time

A good bit of the time
Most of the time

A1 of the time

O U B L N -2

2. 1 felt cheerful, 1ighthearted, during the past month. HMould
you s2y:

None of the ¢ime
A 1ittle of the time
Some of the time
£ gooc bit of the tims
Most of the time
1] The time I I B A '

OIS LI N 2

CARD ]
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1 felt loved and wanted during the past month. Would you spy:

1 « None of the time

2 - A littie of the time

3 - Some of the time

4 - A good bit of the time

5 - A1l of the time .2/
23. Do you fe2l that what happens to you is your own doing? Would
you say: YtS - 1 NO - 2 &2/
2. When you make plans, do you feel thzt sou're 2lmost certain
thes you can make ther work? Would you say:
YES -1 N -2 &y
2Z. Do you feel thz: you carn do very litile €0 chanpe your .ife?
YeS -1 ND - 2 : L2/
28. D you fes) thet §t is mostly lush 1 one succeess or pess
ahe2Z? YeS =1 N -2 &3/
27. Do you pet 2 ot of fun out of 1ife?
YeS =1 NO - 2 - L/
28. Wnen you were crowing up have you eer f21: thzt you wolll
19ke tc move awry <rom home?
YeS 1 ND - 2 L3/

Now, 1 woulc 1ike to 2sk you t few questions abous problems you
fa~ed a5 2 young Tather.

. In your opinion, &nd Srom whet you have seen yourseld, whazt ere

(11728

some ©f thes prodlems you heve Tazed es & young Tesher. (INTER-
VIZWZR, €XT A LISTING IN TRZ NINIMUM TIMZ PDESI3LE WITHOUT RUSR-
INS THZ RISPONDINT. AL SOON AS RISPONDEIRT PROVIDIS ENOuz+ OF A
DZSCRIFPTION DF £ GIVEIK BRO3LEIM FOR YDU TO WRITE IT DOWN SAY: O.K.
WHAT OTHIR PROBLEMS OR DIFFICULTIES CAN YDU TRINK DF?)

Problem 1ist (probe for 2t lezst saverzl problems):

1
2,

(73]
.

5, ' 180
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30. If you hec 2 parsonzl problem, whom or where would you go to for
acvice or he1p? (17 2 person, have respondant specify his re-
letionship tc that person.)
¢ agenty, probe respondant for type of apency.)
58/
31,  Whom would you go to first with a problem? Would you say:
1 - Family
2 - Friends or
3 - Dutsiders (2pencies) ___ &/
32 Wnen vou ask tomeons for help with 2 personzl prodlem, what
types of prozlems do you €iscuss with then?
Probiem 1iss:
1.
2.
3.
L,
5 59'.1
Now I woulc 1ike to 2sk you some ouestions 2bout your sexuzl
knowl depe, ETtitudes, and practices.
The following ten {(1D) stesements thzt I am ebout to rexc <
you are to be pnswered “True" or "False." '
Lizer 1 read eazh stetement, tell me 97 you think the stete-
mert s True or Faise,
23,  It's not ripht to use birth control.
TRUZ - 1 FALSS « 2 I

(]
lll lﬂ

D.K. =< t&i1 & £irl <h2t you love her s¢ Trnzt ydu CEn
se

; wi:n her,
TRuz’-1 sasz-2 181 —
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3.

_ I & guy pets & gir] preonent, §¢s her fault, not his bacause

she should have prutected herself.

TRUZ =1  FALSE - 2 54/

1¥ 1 20% & girl pregnant, 1 would want her to heve 2n adortion.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2

37. Birth cortrol is for girls only.

TRUZ - 1 FALSE - 2 58/
38. Getting 2 girl preonant proves thet you ere & man,

TRIZ - 1 FALSEZ = 2 37/
20, Sex egustiion it noihing but 2 wzste OF Time,

TR -1 TALSE =~ 2 38/

.+ pguy shoulc use birth control whenever possible.

TRUZ - 1 FALSE = 2 55/

. My Friends end 1 21k ebout the sex thal we have.

TRUZ - 2 FALSZ = 2 £5/
19 7 goz & girl pregnant, 1 woulc not want her ©o fave 2n
ebortion bezause 41'S wrong

TRUZ = 1 FALS: = 2 £1/

These are 211 the pusstions 1 have th2t reguire 2 xrue or F2lse

er.swer. Now J'C like to 25k vou soms generil Questions ubOJT YOI
sex 21 behavior.

B PR N .V-\ YA

¢ .
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43, ¥When you First leerned eboLt sax, whet was your main source of
infermetion? Would you s2y:

1 = Friends

2 - Books

3 = Mother

- Doctor (specialist)

- Pamphlets

Texcher

father

Films

Ocher (plezse specify) 82/

1O 0~ YUY

44, Tninking back to the very first time you haf sex with & gir),
how 01¢ were you then? £3-6

£5. How €i you Teel afier yvour Firse sexurl intercourse with 2
cirl? Would you sey:

1 - SatisTaction

2 - Hrppiness or Pride

3> Guile

4 - Dissztisfaciion

5 - Lontusion £

£6. Wner you have sexutl intercourse, 85 you use contracersives?
YiS -1 ND -2 €8/

4e. 17 yes, why? &il

45t. 17 no, why not? 6t/

(If 455, skip to .questior 47)

- Whet forms of gentracepiives have you used?

List those given:
1.

2
3, BEST COPY AVAILABLE
L
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Now 1 have some guesiions conzerning your knowledpe of sex.

48. A douzhe (girl weshing herself after sexuz) {ntercourse) is a
pood meThos oD prevent pregrzncies.,

TRUZ - 1 FALSE - 2 70/

4%, A mtle's sperm lives less than one Cry inside 2 women.

TRUZ = 1 FALSE - 2 71/

U
o

. Rubbers heip prevent unwanieZ pregnincies.

TRIE = 1 TALSE - 2 72/

ceromost e2sily pet presrant just before her period

TR -] FALSE - 2 73/

52. Rubbers help prevent V.D.

JRUT -1 FALSZ = 2 74/
£3. During sexuel intercourse, 7 & mzle teker out his penis
beiore coming, Ris €irl mey £t presnant Anyw2y.
TRUZ = 1 FALSE « 2 7%/
34. From this 1is: of birth contrdl methods (KAND RISPONDINT
RZSPONSZ CARD £l)- please tell me which thres you fesd
are the most effestive:
1 - Birth Control Pilis
2 - Rhythm Method
3 - Withdrawz]
& - Dizphragm
5 « Coil (IUD)
6 - Foams —
7 - Condoms (rubdbers)  BEST COPY AVAILABLE 77/
E - Sterilization __7&/
Now, 1 pave 2 few panerz? guestions concerning you 23 2n unweZ <Tzznev.
)
£}{B:‘ Z5. Wntt was vour 2pe 2% The birsh of wour Tirst chilcl 73-
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Now,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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. Riphe before your first child wes born, how reedy €ic you

feel <0 ba 2 parent? Wnuld you s2y:

1 - Very Ready

2 - Somewhat Keady

3 - Somewhzt lnready
4 - Very Unraady

. Kndowing what you know now and looking beck, how ready would

you sty you rezlly were 2t thet time? Would you say:

1 - Very Ready

2 - Somewh2t Rea2dy

3 - Somewh2t Unready
4 - Very Unrexdy

, k5 an unwed Tether, ere yvoo toncerned about your child's

future? Would you say:

YZS - 2 N2 - 2

. Do vou ses enyining wrong in heving 2 chi’id owt of wediozk?

Wouic you say:

- D> you know 97 you wzre born out of wedlock?

1 - Dus of wellock
2 - Lecitimase
2 - In doudt

Do you have eny sisters who have bad chiidren before they
were merried, or who becems preznznt by & feilow Other than
their hustand? Vould you s2y:

YSS - 1 NO -2

Do you have any broshers who 2re unwes fzshers? Would you
A)

s2y:
Yis -1 KO - 2
i have just & few more guesiipns CONZerning ydu 25 2an unwe:

Tetner. 185
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0>/

05/
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«1]- CaRl 2

£3. How gid wou feel when the mother of your firse child told
you she w2s preprant?

e/
§2. Do you want to help support tha brby now or when you 2re
able <0 irn <he future?
1« Now _
2 - In the frsure 0/
£2. Dic yo. ware o pet thne mother ©f your Tirst ¢hiiC precrani?
Y% -2 N -2 i/

£35. 1T no, wny not?

:3-24/

Now, 1 woulC 1ike to esk you some oues: ions ton:s e*nwng <he
reiationship betwean vou ang tne motner of wour Tirst chilc.
HAND These are the poesible 2nswers t0 the nuxs
o  RISPONSE Tev: guastions. Afier ] rexl exch strtement,
ERIC CARD # 2 <211 me the pnywer <r2s best o2ssvipes Tne

reletionshis beiween you fn. sne.
A Qe
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§c, How would you G2szride the relecionsrip with the mother of
your first cfiild prior to her tezoming pregmant? Would you
sty the reletionship was one of:

d - Love

2 - Friendship
3 - Cesu2)

& - Hostile

67. Do you now tonsider the relztionship ¢0 be, woiid vou sty
one of: .
1. Love
2 « Friendship
3 - (asu2l
& - Hostile

6. How de you believe the mother of your Sirst chd
the relationship between you end she prior to her pr
Wouic you s2y onz ot:

1 .- Llove

2 - triensship
2 - Cesur)

£ > hosiile

gc. Now, how do you Delieve tne mother ¢ your Tirse cr.iic con-
sicers Tne relesionstip betweern voo end she? hooit you s2y
ons oF:
2 - love
2 - Friendsnip
3 - lasue)
L« HOsTilR

70.D0 you see seripus protilems in the curvrent relztionship
between you 2nZ the motner of your Tirst chiic? Wuild you
s2y:
ys§ -1 Ko - 2
(1T nc, skip <o ousstion £7)

70%. 17 yes, esk subjest to briefly cescribe these problems.
Prodlem Lise:

1.

CRR5 2

15/

1

tn

/



Now, 1 heve just & few more guestions <o 25k you 2nd then we
will be Tinisned,

71. Do you feel thet getting 2 girl pregrars proves thet you are
czpable of meking 2 bedby? Would you s2y:

YiS -1 N -2 2)/

72. Fromoyour print of view, how wouid you rete the Bethune
Cenier Sor Teenspe Pare”.s for providing services 4o unwe?
fe.ne's’ Would you sey:

- Excellent

- Goos

- Averzde

Beiow Averape

Foor 22/

s G N e

73, WnEv <ype ©F servizes would vou like 4o see pfTeres <p ynwa?
fatne~s in 2024%90n $o Tne servise: yDJ BTE NOw TeZEiving 2%
the Bethune Lenter $or Teerac

]

23-2¢/
74. Here 95 ¢he l2s: ouestion. Is tne*e aryehing edout you thet
I haven't psked thes vou *hink I shovlc know? Any:ning 2oout
your Samily?
TxC'Tn: Nk V0. very mJsh. 'You've baer, very he];lﬁS BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Interviewsr complete the following efier the interview:
How dniteressed was the respondent {n the {nterview?

1 - Very Interesied

2 = Somawh2t Interested

3 = Not Interested X
4 - Intaress varied during interview 28/

Durinz <he <nterview, ¢ic the raspondent:

Aspzar Friendly? YES e 1 ND =2 28/
Seem Nervous? YiS -1 NO -2 i/
Lerzzh of inte-view (minutes) 28-2¢

188
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Summer 1979

HOWARD UNIVERSITY
MENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER

UNMARRIED ADOLESCENT FATHER STUDY

Bethune Center for Teenage Parents

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

(NON-FATHERS)

CARD 1

1.D.# 01-02/
Date

MO DAY 03-06/

Introduction: Hello. I'm (your name). I am working with a group who
7s studying adolescent fathers. We are working with young fathers known
to the Bethune Center for Teenage Parents. I would like to invite you

to help us by participating in this study.

we'd 1ike very much for you to help us by answering some questions
about you and your family, about problems you face as a young father
and the ways you handle them, and about your sexual knowledge, attitudes,
and practices. You may at any time refuse to answer a question. It
will take about half an hour or so to answer these questions.

A1l the information you give us will be kept confidential. Your
name will not be used to report any of the results to persons you may
come in contact with at the Bethune Center for Teenage Parents.

If you're willing to help us with this study, I'd Tike you to sign
this agreement to answer questions after you have read it.

(SHOW CONSENT FORM) |
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First of all, I would 1ike to ask you a few general questions about you
and your family.

1. What is your date of birth? 07-12/
MO DAY YEAR

2. How many brothers and sisters do you have? 13-14/
RUMBER

3. When you were growing up, did you 1ive with both your father
and mother? YES -1 NO - 2 15/

3a. If no, with whom do you live?:
1 - Mother
- Father
Grandmother
Grandfather
Aunt
Uncle
Other
Non applicable 16/

OO WN
[ B B B B |

4. When you were growing up, would you say that most of the time
you were closer to your: 1 - Mother 2 - Father 3 - Neither 17/

5. Which phrase below best characterizes most of your relations
with your family when you were growing up? Would you say:

Very Happy

Happy . _
Somewhat Satisfactory

Somewhat Dissatisfactory
Unhappy
Very Unhappy 18/

Uy DL R
[N DO N R B

6. What type of school are you going to now?

1 - Junior High or Middle School

2 - Senior High School

3 - College

4 - Business or Technical School

5 - Other (What: )

6 - Not in school now 19/

6a. How many years of school have you completed?
(Highest grade completed) 20-21/
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6b. In general, how (do or did) you feel about going to
school? Would you say, you

1 - Dislike it very much

2 - Dislike it somewhat

3 - Lilie it somewhat

4 - Like it very much

5 - Don't care one way or the other 22/

Are you currently employed?
YES - 1 NO - 2 23/

On the average, how many days a week do you do things with
your friends after school or work or in the evenings?

1 - None (Please go to 9)

2 - One

3 - Two

4 - Three

§ - Four

6 - Five

7 - Six

8 - Seven 24/

Now, I have a few questions about religion.

9.

10.

11.

12.

What is your religious preference? Would you say:

1 - Baptist

2 - Methodist

Catholic

Pentecostal

Jehovah Witness
tniscopal

Lutheran

Seventh Day Adventist
Is1am

Other (Please specity) 25-26/
None

~Soru bW

— —t
- O w0
[ I T T DR B B

Are you an active member of any church?
YES - 1 NO - 2 el

Do you listen to religious services over radio or television?
Would you say: YES -1 NO - 2 28/

Do you sometimes pray, either privately or with family?
Would you say: YES -1 NO -2 29/

132




13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

-3- CARD 1

Do you listen to religious music? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 30/

Do ideas you have learned from religion sometimes help you
understand your own life? Would you say:
YES -1 NO - 2 31/

Those are all the questions I have about religion. Now I would

Tike to ask you some questions about how you feel and how things
have been going with you.

How have you been feeling in general during the past month?
Would you say:

In excellent spirits

In very good spirits

In good spirits mostly

1 have been up and down in spirits a lot

In low spirits mostly

In very low spirits 32/

A OT W N -
[ T I B B |

How happy, satisfied, or pleased have you been with ycur
personal life curing the past month? Would you say:

Extremely happy - could not have been

more satisfied or pleased

Very happy most of the time

Generally satisfied - pleased

Somet imes fairly happy

Generally dissatisfied, unhappy

Very dissatisfied or unhappy most

or a1l the time 33/

O wWwNnN -

How did you feel when you were around people during the
past month? Would you say:

1 - Full of life - very interested
2 - Enjoyed being with them
3 - Generally interested with a fair amount
of enjoyment
4 - I did not enjoy being around people
5 - ] felt apart, isolated, alone, even among
friends
6 - 1 avoided people as much &3 possible 34/
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18. Compared to the past 12 months, what has your general state
of well-being or distress been like during the past month?
Would you say:

1 - A much higher state of well-being than usual
2 - A somewhat higher state of well-being than
usual
3 - About the same state of well-being as usua
4 - About the same state of distress as usual
5§-A so?ewhat greater state o’ distress than
usua
6. A much greater state of distress than usual. 35/

19. How did you feel about yourself as a person during the past
month? Would you 3say:

- I felt completely satisfied with myself
- 1 felt all right or was contented about
the kind of person I am
- 1 had mixed feelings about myself
- 1 felt very disappointed in myself several
times
- 1 disliked myself to the point that I
wished I were different
- 1 felt disappointed with or hated myself;
felt worthless or unworthy 36/

()] w P w N3 -

20. My daily 1ife was full of things that were interesting to me
during the past month. Would you say:

None of the time

A 1ittle of the time

Some of the time

A good bit of the time

Most of the time

A1l of the time 31/

DD WM
e ¢t 9

21. 1 felt cheerful, lighthearted, during the past month. Would
you Say:

1 - None of the time

2 - A little of the time

3 - Some of the time

4 - A good bit of the time

§ - Most of the time

6 - A1l of the time 38/

: Q 194




22.

23‘

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

-5- CARD 1

I felt loved and wanted during the past month. Would you say:

1 - None of the time

2 - A 1ittle of the time

3 - Some of the time

4 - A good bit of the time

§ - A1l of the time 39/

Do you feel that what happens to you is your Own doing? Would
you say: YES -1 NO -2 ___4o/
When you make plans, do you feel that you're almost certain
that you can make them work? Would you say:
YES - 1 NO - 2 Y

Do you feel that you can do very 1ittle to change your life?

YES -1 NO -2 42/
Do you feel that it is mostly luck if one succeeds or gets
ahead? YES -1 NO-2 43/

Do you get a lot of fun out of 1ife?
YES -1 NO -2 44/

When you were growing up have you ever felt that you would
1ike to move awzy from home?
YES -1 NO -2 45/

In your opinion, and from what you have seen yoursclf, what
are some of the problems you have faced as an adolescent
male?

Problem 1ist (probe for at least several problems):

o |1 jJw N -
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30. If you had 2 personal problem, who or where would you go to for
advice or help? (If a person, have respondent specify his re-
lationship to that person.) :

{1f agency, probe respondent for type of agency.)

4y

31. Who would you gc to first with a problem? Would you say:
1 - Family

2 - Friends or
3 - Qutsiders (agencies) 49/

32. When you ask someone for help with a personal problem, what
types of problems do you discuss with them?
Problem 1ist:

1.

> w N

5' 50'51/

Now 1 would 1ike to ask you some questions about your sexual
knowldege, 2ttitudes, and practices.

The following ten (10) statements that I am about to read to
you are to be answered “True" or "False,"

After ] read each statement, tell me if you think the state-
ment is True or False.

33, It's not right to use birth control.
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 52/

35. It's 0.K. to tell a girl that you love her so that you can

have sex with her, . _ :
TRUE -1  FALSE -2 @@ wed 7 o -




7= CARD 1

35. If a guy gets a girl pregnant, its her fault, not his because
she should have prutected herself. '

TRUZ - FALSE - 2 54/

36. If I got 2 girl pregnant, I would want her to have an abortion.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 55/

37. Birth control is for girls only.
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 56/

38. Betting a girl pregnant proves that you are 2 man.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 57/

39. Sex education is nothing but 2 waste of time.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 58/

40. A guy should use birth control whenever possible.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 58/

41. My friends and i talk about the sex that we have.
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 60/
42. 1f i got a girl pregnant, 1 would not want her to have an
abortion because it's wrong.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 61/

Those are all the questions I have that require a True or False
answer. Now I'd like to ask you some general questions about your
sexual behavior.

. 197




43. When you first learned about sex, what was your main source of

44.

45,

46.

47.

information? Would you say:

1 - Friends

2 - Books

3 - Hother

4 - Doctor (specialist)
5 - Pampnlets

6 ~ Teacher
7 - Father
8 - Films

9 - Other (please specify)

Thinking back to the very first time you had sex with a girl,

how 01d were you then?

How did you feel after your first sexual intercourse with a

girl? Would you say:

Satisfaction
Happiness or Pride
Guilt
Dissatisfaction
Confusion

o W RI—
[ I I B ]

When you have sexual intercourse, do you use contraceptives?

YES - 1 NO - 2
4a. If yes, why?

46b. I1f no, why not?

62/

63-64/

(If 45b, skip to question 47)

What forms of contraceptives have you used?

List those given:

1.

2
3
4.
5

138
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Now I have some questions concerning your knowledge of sex.

48. A douche (girl washing herself after sexual intercourse) is
° good method to prevent pregnancies.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 70/

49. A male's sperm 1i.vs less than one dzy inside a woman.
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 1Y
50. Rubbers help prevent unwanted pregnancies.

TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 72/

51. A girl can most easily get pregnant just before her period

begins.
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2 73/

52. Ruobers help prevent V.D.
TRUE - 1 FALSE - 2

. During sexual intercourse, if a male takes out his penis
before coming, his girl may get pregnait anyway.

TRUE = 1 FALSE - 2

- From this 1ist of birth control methods (HAND RESPONDENT
RESPONSE CARD #1)- please tell me which three you feel
are the most effective: .

1 = Birth Contral P{l1s
2 - Rhythm Method

3 = Withdrawal

4 - Diaphragm

G - Cofl (IUD)

6 - Foams

7 - Condoms (rubbers)

8 « Sterilization

55, Do you see anything wrong in having a child out of wedlock?
Would you say:

YES -1 NO - 2
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56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

«10~

Do you know if you were‘born out of wedlock?

1 - Qut of wedlock
2 - Legitimate
3 « In doubt

Do you have any sisters who have had children before they
were married, or who became pregnant by a fellow other than
their husband? Would you say:

YES - 1 NO - 2

Do you have any brothers who are unwed fathers? Would you

say:
YES -1 NO - 2

How do you think you would feel if a girl you had sex with
told you she wac pregnant?

CARD 1

80/

CARD 2

01/

02/

03/

1f you had gotten a girl pregnant, do you think you would
want to help support the baby? Would you say:

YES -1 NO - 2

Do you think you would want to get a girl pregnant? Would

ou say: .
d YES -1 NO - 2

§1a. If yes, why?

04/

05/

06-07/



62. Do ycu feel that getting a girl pregnant proves that you are
capable of making a baby? Would you say:

YES -1 NO -2 10/

-11- CARD 2
61b. 1f no, why not?
08-09/

63. Here is the last question. Is there anything about you that
1 haven't asked that you think 1 should know? Anything about

your family?

Thank you very much. You've been very helpful.

INTERVIEWER, PAY RESPONDENT FOR INTERVIEW.
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Interviewer complete the following after the interview:

How interested was the respondent in the interview?
1 - Very Interested
2 - Somewhat Interested
3 - Not Interested
4_- Interest varied curing interview
During the interview, did the respondent:

Appear Frierdly? YES-1 NO -2
Seem Nervous? YES-1 NO -2

Length of interview (minutes)
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PUBLICATIONS

»ynwed Adolescent Fathers: Problems They Face and Their Sources
of Support,* Adolescence, 15 (Winter, 1980), p. 86l.

»Sexual Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices of Black Unwed
Adolescent Fathers,"” C.J.R. Reporter (Summer, 1980), p. 27.

“Unwed  Adolescent Fathers: Are They at Risk of Becoming Abusive
and Neglectful Parents?," Legal Response: Child Advocacy and

Protection, 1 (December, 1980), p. 3.

“Blgck Unwed Adolescent Fathers,” Urban Research Review, 7 (1980),
p. 7.

vUnmarried Adolescent Fathers: Problems and Support Systems,”
Proceedings: Integrating Tertiary Care Into Community Services.
Sponsored by: University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public
Health, Department of Health Services Administration, Public
Health Social Work Program, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15261
(1980), pp. 124-132.

“Black Unwed Adolescent Fathers: A Comparative Study of Their
Problems and Help-Seeking Behavior," Journai of the Yational
Medical Association, 73 (September, 1981), p. 863.

“Help-Seeking Behavior Among Select Populations of Black Unmarried
adolescent Fathers: Implications for Human Service Agencies, The
American Journal of Public Health, 71 (July, 1981), p. 733.

wglack Unwed Adolescent Fathers,” In Black Men, ed. by Lawrence E.
Gary (Beverly Hills, California: Sage Publications, Inc.), 1981.

vynmarried Black Adolescent Fathers' Attitudes Toward Abortion,
Contraception, and Sexuality: A Preliminary Report,* Journal of
Adoles-ent Health Care, 2 (1982), pp. 199-203.

wp Limited Population of Unmarried Adolescent Fathers: A
Preliminary Report of Their Views on Fatherhood and the
Relationship With the Mothers of Their Children," Adolescence, In
Press.

“Some Suggestions For Reaching Unmarried Black Adolescent
Fathers,* Child Welfare, In Press.

"Unmarried Adolescent Fathers: Problems They Face and The Ways
They Cope with Them - The Tulsa, Oklahoma Sample,” Mental Health
Research and Development Center, Howard University, Washington,
D.C., November, 1979.

"ynwed Adolescent Fathers: Problems They Encounter and The Ways
They Deal With Them - The Columbus, Ohio Sample,” Menta1_Hea1th
Research and Development Center, Howard University, washington,

p.C., December, 1979.
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*An Analysis of Two S:lect Populations of Black Unmarried
Adolescent Fathers," Mental Health Research and Development
Center, Howard University, Washington, D.C., April, 1981.

PRESENTATIONS

"Teenage Fathers: Who Are They?" A paper presented at a two day
seminar titled: Partners in Responsible Parenting. Tulsa,
Oklahoma, 1979.

*Unwed Adolescent Fathers: Problems They Face and Their Sources
of Social Support." A paper presented at the 37th annual meeting
of the American Association for Marriace acd Family Therapy,
Washington, D.C., 1979,

"Unmarried Adolescent Fathers: Problems They Face and Their
Potential for Becoming Abusive and Neglectful Parents." A paper
presented at the fourth national conference on the Black Male In
America: Survival for the Future, Washington, D.C., 1679.

“Help-Seeking Behavior Among A Select Sample of Black Unmarried
Adolescent Fathers." A paper presented at the 78th annual
conference of the Virginia Council of Social Welfare, Richmond,
Virginia, 1980.

"“Unwed Adolescent Fathers: Problems and Support Systems." A
paper presented at the University of Pittsburgh proceedings titled
Integrating Tertiary Care Into Community Health Services.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1980.

“Sexual Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practice of Unwed Adolescent
Fathers." A paper presented at the fifth international conference
on Venereal Disease, Family Planning, and Human Sexuality,
Honolulu, Hawaii, 1980.

A Comparative Analysis c¢f Help-Seeking Behavior Among Select
Populations of Urban Black Unmarried Adolescent Fathers." A paper
presented at the 108th annual me«ting of the American Public
Health Association, Detroit, Michigan, 1980.

“Prevention of Teenage Pregnancy: Male Involvement As A
Prevention Strategy.* A paper presented at a workshop titled

Special Problems of Child Health in the Ghetto with Focus on the
Adolescent and sponsored by Howard University College of Medicine,
Department of Pediatrics and Child Health, Washington, D.C., 1980.

"Young Fathers - New Stuff.* A workshop presented at the Second
Western School Age Parenthood Conference, Portland, Oregon, 1981.

"What About the Young Fathers?" A keynote address given at the
conference on Young Fathers at the Hall-Mercer Center,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1981.
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“How to Reach the Fathers.® A workshop presented at the Camden
Adolescent Pregnancy Program Conference. Sponsored by Rutgers
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