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ABSTRACT

A survey sought public opinion on the functions and
responsibilities of the schools from the residents of Philadelphia,
suburban Philadelphia, New Jersey, and Delaware. The questionnaire
provided an opportunity for expression on: (1) what should be the
educational priorities of the schools; (2) educational changes for
which individuals would be willing to pay higher taxes; and (3) ideas
to improve education by changing school policy. Individuals with no
children in the public schools were included in the survey. Priority
ratings for all questions are presented on tables. An overview of the
results indicated that teaching basic skills and values to all
students, regardless of their handicaps, should be a higher priority
for Delaware Valley schools than teaching computers or the arts. High
priority was also assigned to teaching job skills to students not
going on to college, and to providing programs for exceptionally
bright students. Other high priority items were stricter promotion
standards and more stringent discipline. Two-thirds of the
respondents indicated they would pay higher taxes to reduce class
size in the early grades. A copy of the questionnaire and a brief
summary of results are included. (JD)
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students to their full potential, including the handicapped and gifted, is a

top concern.
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93 per cent of an expected 100,000 ballots counted, over 80 per cent of
adult residents who voted also indicated that they want the schools to spend
much nore tire teaching reading, writing, and math and to be much stricter

about promoting students and enforcing discipline in the classroonm.

Two thirds said they would pay higher taxes to reduce class size in the early

grades.

The  ballot results were released today in a broadcast by WCAU-TV,

Philadelphia, a partrer in the SchoolVote camapign.

"The results indicate that voters don't want any child to graduate from school
without the basic skills needed for a job," said Daniel Yankelovich, public
opinion analyst and president of The Public Agenda Foundatioﬁ, a nonpartisan,

nonprofit research and education organization which administered the balloting.

He added cthat "voters believe a few fundamentals are the keys to making suxe
that every child has a good start in life." These are one, spending more time
on basics, two, enforcing stricter discipline, three, making sure promotion

means something, and four, reducing class size for younger students,

In line with their desire for more basic education, 96 per cent of thosé who
cast ballots said that teaching reading, writing and math should be .a top

priority of the schools, while more than two thirds said that educating all

(MORE)
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SCHOOLVOTE/3

Sixty-nine per cent said that teaching basic values such as honesty and vwhat
is "right" and “"wrong" should be a top priority for the schools, while 51 per
cent ranked helping students learn about adult responsibilities such as sex,

parenting, and alcohol or drug abuse among their most important concerns.

Only 21 per cent said that helping §tudents with personal problems such as a

divorce or death in the family should be a top priority.

Seventy-three per céent of respondénts caid they considered teaching job skills
to students mnot going on t6 collegé a top priority for the schools, while 56
per cent said teaching history, geography and foreign language should be a top

concern and 55 per cent ranked basic science as a top priority.

Fever respondents gave high priority ratings to computers, 48 per cent, arts
and music, 24 per cent, practical skills such as home economics and driver

-education, 20 pex cent, and sports and clubs, 17 pexr cent.

When asked if they would pay higher taxes for the schools, 65 per cent said
they would pay more taxes to reduce class size to 20 or less in grades one
through three. Fifty-eight per cent would pay more to raise teachers'

salaries and to expand vocational education,

(MORE).
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@t tle sare ctime, 53 per cent said they would not pay higher taxes for
preschool for all four-year-old children. Respondents split, 43 per cent in
faver to 42 per cent against, on whether they would pay higher taxes for

preschool education for disadvantaged students.

The Public Agerndz adminiscered the balloting as part of SchoolVote, a public
information campaign ‘“meant to help citizens 1leatrn more about the choices
facing the schools and, through the ballot, to tell educational and politic¢al
leaders about <their concerns and priorities," according to Jean Johnson,

codirector of the Foundation.

Ballots were distributed beginning June 9 in what Johnson called an
"unprecedented. cooperative effort” among WCAU-TV, WCAU-AM, and WCAU-FM, The
Philacelphia Inquirer, the News-Journal papers of Wilmington, +the Philadelphia
Tribune, The Press of atlantic City, and two Spanish-language newspapers, La
Actualidad and Community Focus. The newspapers carried the 'ballot vwhile
WCAU-TV  and its vrelated radio stations encouraged residents to £ill out and

return their ballots.

"The full resources of ouxr television station togethexr with those of our
sister radic stations were put behind issues in education," said Steve Cohen,
vice president and generzl manager of WCAU-TV. He estimated that 5.6 million
people, or 90 per cent of Delaware Valley residents, were reached by WCAU-TV's
783 public service announcetents, 97 promotional messages and what he called
an  "unprecedented 13 hours of live and recorded programming, featuring several

of the station's top correspondents, including anchorman Larry Kane."

(HMORE)
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"SCHOOLVOTE/S

Tne SchoolVote campaign began in April and included in addition to broadcast
programming, public service ads in. The Inquirer and the News-Journal papers, a
newspaper supplement, news stories, editorials, and nearly 100 community
meetings throughout the Deléware Valley. The Public Agenda's documentary,

"What Should We Do in School Today?" was shown at the community meetings and

on WHYY:TV 12.

Villanova University also conducted a study of suburban students' and

residents views of teaching as a profession -as part of the campaign.

"We tried to wuse as many ways as possible to allow people to hear about the
schools, read about the schools and think about the schools, and then to ask

them what they think should be done,” Jolinson said.

"We're gratified that nearly 100,000 people in the Delaware Valléey cared
enough about ‘their schools to fill out long, detailed ballots and add their

Voices to this important dialogue betweén the public .and education leaders,"

Yankalovich said.

"SchoolVote is not a scientific random sampling of public opinion," he added.
"But it does tell wus what people who thought about the issue and who cared

enough to send in a ballot want from their schools.”

(MORE)




Sinty-five per cent of those who sent in ballots wanted the schools to seek

mere  parenctal involvement in education and 61 per cent of the respondents
wanted the schools to seek as much support as possible from corporations and
the business community. Twenty-one per cent said schools should not go to

. businesses for support and 17 per cent said they couldn’'t decide.

"In a campaign that asks people to think carefully about wvery difficult
choices,” Johnson said, "it's not surprising to find that 15 per cent or more
of the people who responded aren't yet sure what they think about a particular
choice. They're still <thinking, and that's precisely what we asked them to

do.®

While 43 per cent thought teachers should get raises only if they receive good

evaluations and 39 per cent rejected the idea, 18 per cent of respondents said

~

they weren't sure about it. Fifteen per cent were unsure about paying higher

taxes for expanded preschool for disadvantaged students.

The campaign was supported by grants from Bell of Pennsylvania, the Bohen
¥ undation, the DuPont Company, GTE, Hercules, Inc., the Kettering Foundation,
the John and Mary R. Markle Foundation, Merck, Sharp & Dohme, and the Packand

Press,

Philadelphia Mayor Wilson Goode, Camden Mayor Melvin Primas, Wilmingten Mayox

Dan Frawley, Congressmen Tom Carper of Delaware, Jim Florio of Camden, and Bob

Ecgar of suburban Philadelphia endorsed the campaign along with other school

and community leaders. In addition, over 100 school districts participated in

the campaign.
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PARTIL Wha: do we want our scho

2ls to do” Some people say the schools must setpriorities and can'tdo alimeask, Here
sz istof what weask of schools Foreachitem. mark if itisy eryimportant, a top priority; important, but a middle PrIOTR):
-288 important. 2 low priority,
. . Prioriyy
The sckools should help students learn: :

Top Middle Low
L. T2 read. write and use mathamat:ss for ey ervday problems

I, Pracuies! skids sush as home economies and driver education
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) 3. Beusic values such s honesty, za¢ what is “right” and "wrong”
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SchoolVote-
Balloting Results
July, 1985

the DuPont Company, GTE, Hercules, Inc., the Kettering Foundation, the John and
Mary: R. Markle Foundatxon, Merck; Sharp & Dohme, and the Packard Press..
SchoolVote is .a joint community affairs project of The Philadelphia Inquirer and.
Philadelphia Newspapers, Incorporated, WCAU-TV-AM/FM, The Philadelphia Tribune-
Company, La Actualidad, Community Focus, The Press of Atlantic City and, in
Delaware, The News-JoumaJ Company and The Public :Agenda Foundation.

SchoolVote was supported by grants from Bell of Pennsylvania, the Bohen Foundation,




TABLE 1: THE,MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS -- ALL RESPONDENTS*

Priority Rating

The Schools Should Help Students Learn:

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

To réad, write and use mathematics

for everyday problems

Up to their full potential, inc¢luding those
with learning and physical disabilities

Job skills for those not going to college
through vocationdl education and other programs
As much as their ability permits, including
gifted or exceptionally bright students

Basic -values such as honesty, and what

is "right" and"wrong" k

About the world through history, geography,

and foreign language

About basic science including biology,
chemistry, and physics

To deal with adult responsibilities and problems
such as sex, marriage, parenting, -personal
finances, alcohol and drug abuse

To understand and usé computers

. About the requirements and rewards of different

jobs and careers through guidance counseling

In their native language and English so they
won't fall behind while they're learning English
To appreciate and participate in the arts,
music, -and theater

To cope with personal problems such as

-divorce or a death in the family

Practical skills such as home economics
and driver education

To develop their outside interests
through sports and clubs

Top Middle Low
3 % %
96 4 1
75 22 &
73 23 &
68 27 5
68 24, 7
56 39 6.
55 37 8
51 37 12
48 42 10
41 46 13
31. 41 29
24 52 23
21 46 33
20 52 28
18 51 32

* Based on 99,625 returns; does not include 3,941 high school student returns.
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TABLE 2: VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION -- ALL RESPONDENTS*

Horth More Not Worth Not Sure

Part I: Changes Requiring A Tax Increase Taxes More Taxes
‘ o 3 % %
1. Reduce class size to 20 students
or less in grades 1 to 3 65 26 9
2. Raise the level of pay for teachers. 59 31 10
3. Expand Vocational education to prepare
students for future employment 58 30 12
4. Make it possible for more disadvantaged
children: to attend preschcol 43 42 15
5. Offer preschool for all four-year-old
children 36 52 12
Part II: Changes In School Policy Do Now Don't Do Not Sure
‘ % % %

1. Be much stricter about promoting
students who haven't mastered what
they should have 84 9 6

2. Spend much more time teaching
reading, writing -and math 82 13 6

3. Enforce stricter discipline, even
if that means suspending students
from school 82 12 6

4. Require schools to reach out to

increase parental involvement 66 24 10
5. Encourage schools to seek as much

support as possible from corporations

and the business community 61 21 17

6: Give raises to teachers only if
they receive good evaluations 43 39 18

* Based on 99,625 returns; does not include 3,941 high school student returns.

ERIC 12




: TABLE 3: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS
COME nATIVE RESULTS AMONG THE FOUR REGIONS WHERE BALLOTS WERE DISTRIBUTED*

Should Be A Top Priority That The .
‘Schools Help Students Learn: Total Phila. Suburb/Ph. N.J. Del.

% % % % %

1. To:read, write and use mathematics

for every-ay problems. 96 98 95 95 98
2. Up to their full potential

1nclud1ng those with disabilities 15 79 70 76 76
3. Job skills for those not going to ‘

college through ‘voc. ed., etc. 73 78: 73 70 66
&. As much -as their ablllty permits, i

including gifted students 68 72 63 67 71
5. ‘Basic values 68 71 67 68: 66
6. About the world through history,

geography, and foreign language 56 59 54 52 60
7. About basic science 55 57 55 50. 64
8. To deal with adult responsibilities

and problems 51 55- 47 54 44 =
9. 'To understand and use computers 48 51 46 48 46
10. About different careers through

guidance counseling 41 47 36 40 37
11. In their native. 1anguage and

English so they won't fall behind 31 37 26 - 32 22
12. To appreciate and participate )

in the arts 24 28 23 23 22
13. To cope with personal problems 21 21 19 24 16
14. Practical skills such as home A

economics and driver education 20 21 19 20 20
15. To develop outside interests “

through sports and clubs 18 17 17 19 15

* Philadelphia respondents -+ 27,272; suburban Philadelphia -- 33,530;
New Jersey -< 24,144; Delaware -- 7,022; did not indicate -- 7,657.

. ERIC 13




TABLE &: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS

COMPARATIVE RESULTS,AMONG,ALL RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Should Be A Top Priority That The Total Children No Children
Schools Help Students Learn ' ' in School in School
$ $ 4 %

1. 'To read, write and use mathematics

for everyday problems: 96 95 97
2. Up to. their full potential, including

those with disabilltles 75 76 74
3. Job skills for those not going to

college through voc..-ed., etc. 73 74 7%
4. As much as their abillty permits,
- including gifted students 68 69 67
5. Bdsic. values 68 67 70
6. About the world through history,
) geography, and foreign language 56 55 56
7. About ‘basic science 55 56 54
8. To deal with adult responsibilities

and-problems 51 51 51
9. To understand and use computers 48 53 43
10. About differéht céreers ‘through :
~ .guidance counseling 41 43 38
11. In their native language. and English

so they won't fall behind 31 31 30
12. To appréciate .and participate .

in the arts 24 26 22
13. To cope with. personal problems 21 22 20
14, Practical skills such .as. home .

écononics and driver education 200 21 19 .
15. To develop outside interests )

through sports and: ¢lubs 18 19 16

* Respondents with children in school =- 47,145; without children in school --
: . 40,814; did not indicate -- 11,666,




TABLE .5: VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUGATION ‘
COMPARATIVE RESULTS AMONG' THE FOUR REGIONS WHERE BALLOTS WERE DISTRIBUTED*

Part I: Changes Requiring A Tax Increase Worth More Taxes )
‘ o ‘ o "~ Total Phila. Suburb/Ph. N.J. Del.
% s Ty $ %

1. Reduce class size to no more than 20 65 64 63 67 71
2. Raise teachers pay '59 54 58 62 6k
3. Expand vocational education 58 62 57 57 49
4. Provide more preschool for )

disadvantaged ¢hildren 43 51 37 44 39
5 Provide preschool fo;«all .

four:-year-olds 36 47 28 35 30
Part TI: Changes..In School Policy ) ‘ Agree ‘ .
We’ Should Make Now Total -Phila. Suburb/Ph. N.J. Del.

% % $ $ %

1. 'Be stricter about promoting students 84 88 85. 79 86
2. Enforce stricter discipline 82 87 82 77 84
3. Spend much more time teaching )

reading, writing and math 82 85 81 - 81 82
4. Require schools to increase

parental involvement 66 70 63 63 64
5. Encourage schools to seek support

from corporations and the business. . )

community 61 67 61 54 63

6. Give: raises to teachetrs only if

they receive good evaluations 43 39 46 42 48",

%

Philadelphia respondents -- 27,272; suburban Philadelphia -- 33,530;
New Jersey -- 24,l44; Delaware -- 7,022; did not indicate -- 7, 657




TABLE 6: VIEWS ABOUT -CHANGES. IN :EDUCATION
COMPARATIVE RESULTS AMONG ALL. RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHIIDREN IN SCHOOL

Part I: Changes Requiring A Tax Increase Worth More Taxes
’ ‘ o ” Total Children No ‘Children
in School in School

5 s e
1. Reduce class size to no more than 20 65 69 61
2. Raise teachets pay 59 61 56
3.'Expénd:vocationgl,educa;ion 58 60 55
4. Provide .more preschool for _
disadvantaged children 43 43 43
5. Provide preschool for all
four-year-clds 36 37 34
Part II: Changes In. School Policy  Agree
We Should Make Now Total ‘Children No Children
in School in School
% oy $ ‘
1. Be stricter about promoting students 84 84 86
2. Enforce stricter discipline 82 81 84
3. Spend much more time teaching )
reading, vwriting and math 82 81 83
& Requlre schools to increase
parental involvement 66 65 66
5. Encourage schools to seek support
from corporations and the business -
community 61 60 63
‘6. Give raises to teachers only if
they receive good evaluations 43 44 43

*

Respondents with children in school -- 47,145; without children in school --
40,814; did not indicate -- 11,666,




TABLE 7: .THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS -- PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS*

Priority Rating

The Schools Should Help Students Learn: Top 'Middle Low
‘ ‘ - T % N %

1. To read, write -and usé mathematics

for -everyday problems 98 2 --
) with learning and physical disabilities 79 18 3
3. Job skills for those not going to college.

through vocational education and other programs 78 19 3
4. As much as their ability permits,. including

glfted or- exceptionally bright students 72 23 5
5. Basic values such as honesty, and

What is "right® and "wrong™ 71 22 7
t. About the world .through history,

geography, and foreign language 59 36 5
7. About basic sciencé including

‘blology, chemistry, and physics 57 35- '8

8. To deal with.adult responsibilities and
*problems such ‘as sex, marriage,. parenting,

\
2. Up to their fuli potentidl, including those
personal. finances, alcohol and drug abusé 55 33 13

9. To understand and use computers 51 39 10

iOg‘Abdqt the requirements and rewards of different

jobs and careers through guidance counseling 47 40 13
11. 'In their native 1anguage and English so they

won't fall behind while they're learning English 37 - 37 26
12. To apprecidte and participate in

the arts, music, and theatet 28 49 23

and driver education 21 47 33
14, To cope with personal problems such

as divorce or a death in the famlly . 21 45 34
15. To develop their outside interests

through sports and clubs 17 48 35

13.,Practlca1 skllls such: as home economics
|
|

* Based on 27,272 Philadelphia returns; 'does not include high school students.
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TABLE 8: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS ‘
PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL¥

Should Be A Top: Priority That The

Schools Help Student° Learn: Phila. Children No Children
Total in School in.School
3 % % ‘

I. To read, write and use mathematics

for .everyday problems 98 97 98
2. Up to their full potential, including

those with disabilities 79 81 77
3. Job skills ‘for those not going to

college through voc. ed., etc. 78 80 76
4. As much as their ability permits,

including gifted students 72 75 70
5. Basic values 71 68 73
t. .About the world through history,

geography!‘énd‘foreigh language 59 6L 57
7. About basic science 57 61 54
8. To deal with adult responsibilities

and problems 55 55 54 -
9. To understand and use computers 51 57 47

10. ‘About different careers through

guidance counseling 47 53 43
1X. In their native language and English

so they won't fall behind 37 39 . 36
12. To appreciate and participate

in the arts 28 33 24
13. To cope with personal problems 21 22 21
14. Practical skills such as home

economics and driver education 21 25 17
15. To develop outside interests

through sports and clubs 17 19 15

* Among those 1ndicating Philadelphia respondents with children in school --
11,479; without children in school <- 14,322,




‘TABLE ‘9: "VIEWS -ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION

PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL* |

Part I1: Changes Requiring A Tax Increase Phila. Children No Children

) ‘ Total in School in School
_ ‘ $ $ ‘%

1. Reduce class size in grades 1 to 3
WORTH MORE TAXES 64 71 59
NOT: WORTH ‘MORE. TAXES 28 23 33

2.~Expand vocational education
WORTH MORE TAXES 62 68 57
NOT ‘WORTH MORE TAXES 28 23 32

3. Raise the level of’ pay for teachers
'WORTH. MORE TAXES 54 60 49
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 37 31 42

4. More preschool for the disadvantaged
WORTH MORE TAXES 51 56 48
'NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 38 34 40

5. Preséhool for all four- year-olds
WORTH ‘MORE TAXES 47 54 41
NOT 'WORTH' MORE TAXES 43 38 48

Part II: Changes In School Policy

1. Be stricter about ‘promoting students

DO Now 88 88 88

‘DON'T DO 7 8 7
2. Enforce stricter -discipline

DO NOW 87 86 87

DON'T DO 8 9 8
3. More time teaching reading, writing, etc .

DO NOW 85 81 87

DON'T DO 11 14 9
4. Require schools to increase parental involvement

DO NOW 70 68 72.

DON'T DO f 22 25 21
5. Have schools seek help from corporations/business ‘

DO -NOW 67 67 66

‘DON'T DO 18 17 19 .

6. Raise teachers' pay if they receive
good evaluations ’
DO NOW 39 36 42
-DON'T .DO 44, 48 40

* Among those indicating: Philadelphia responderits with children in school --
11,479; without children in school -- 14,322,
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TABLE 10:. THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS -- SUBURBAN PHILADELPHiA RESPONDENTS*

Priofity Ratingz

The. Schools Should Help Students Learn: Top Middle Low
o ) % $ %

1. To read, write and use mathematics for

-everyday problems 95 5 --
2. Job skills for those not going to college through

vocatiohal education and other programs 73 23 &
3. Up to their full potential including those )

with learning and physical disabilities 70 26 4
4, Basic values such .as. honesty, and

what is "right" and "wrong" 67 26 7
5. As much as their ability pérmits, including
4 gifted or exceptionally bright students 63 31 6
6. About basic science including biology,
‘ chemistry, ‘and physics 55 38 7
7. About' the world through history,

-geography, and foreign language 54 39 6

8. To -deal with adult responsibilities and -problems
such as sex, marriage, parenting, personal

. finances, .alcohol and drug abuse 47 41 12
9. To understand and.- use computers 46 45 9
10. About the requirements and rewards of different

jobs and careers through guidance counseling 36 51 13
11. In their native language and.English .so they .

won't fall behind while they're learning English 26 43 31
12. To appreciate and. participate in

the arts, music, and theater 23 53 24
13. Practical skills such as home economics

and driver education 19 53 28
14. 'To cope with personal problems: such as

divorce or a death in the family 19 47 34
15. To develop their outside interests

through sports and clubs 17 52 30

* Based on 33,530 suburban Philadelphia returns; does not include high school
students,
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TABLE 11: THE -MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS:

SUBURBAN PHILADELPHIA RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

‘Should ‘Be A Top Priority That .The
Scho6ls Help Students Learn: Subr.
' Phila. Children. No Children
Total in School "in School

% 3 %

1. To read, write and use mathematics

for everyday problems 95 93 97
2. Job skills for those not going to

college through voc. ed., etc. 73 75 71
3. Up to their full potential, including

those with disabilities 70 70 71
&. Basic values ] 67 65 70
5. As much as their ability permits,

including gifted studsents 63 63 64
6. -About basic science 55 56 55
7. About the world through history,

geography, and foreign language 54 53 56
8. To deal with adult responsibilities

-and problems 47 . 46 49
9. To understand and use computers 46 50 43
10. About different careers through

guidance counseling 36 37 35
11. In their native language and English -

so they won't fall behind 26 26 26
12. To appreciate and participate

in the arts 23 24 22
13. Practical skills such as home

economics and driver education 19 20 19
14. To cope with personal ‘problems 19 19 19
15, To develop outside interests

through sports and clubs 17 19 16

* Among those indicating: suburban Philadelphia respondents with children in.
school -- 17,241; without children in school -- 14,235.
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TABLE 12: VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUCATION:
SUBURBAN PHILADELPHIA RESPONDEN'I‘S WITH/WI'IHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Part I: Changes Requiring A Tax Increase Phila. Children WNo .Children |
s S ‘ i Total in School in School |
e s % :
1. Reduce class size in grades 1 to 3
WORTH MORE TAXES 63 66 60
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 28 24 32
2. Raise the level of pay for teachers ) )
WORTH ‘MORE TAXES 58 60 56
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 32 29 35 ..
3. Expand vocational education A
WORTH ‘MORE “TAXES 57 59 54
NOT ‘WORTH MORE TAXES 31 29 34
4. More preschool for the disadvantaged
WORTH ‘MORE" TAXES 37 35 39
‘NOT' WORTH MORE TAXES 47 48 46
5. Preschool for all four-year-olds
WORTH- MORE TAXES o 28 27 28
NOT WORTH.-MORE' TAXES 60 60 60
Part I1: .Changes In School Policy
1. Be' stricter about promoting students o
DO NOW 85 84 87
DON!'T DO 9 9 8 -
2. Enforce stricter discipline A
DO NOW ‘82 80 84
DON'T DO 12 13 10-
3. More time teaching reading, writing, etc .
DO- NOW 81 79 83
DON'T DO 13 14 12
4. Require schools to increase parental involvement
DO NOW . 63: 63 64
DON'T DO 25 25 25
5. Have schools seek help from corporations/business .
DO ‘NOW. 61 59 63
DON'T .DO 21 21 21

6.. Raise teachers' pay if they receive
~good evaluations
DO NOW 46 47 45
DON!T DO 35 33 37

% Among those indicating: suburban Philadelphia respondents with children in
school «=- 17,241; without children in school -- 14,235,




TABLE 13: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS. -- NEW.JERSEY RESPONDENTS*

Priority Rating

The Schools Should Help Students Learn: Top Middle Low
- ' B % % %

1. To read, write and use mathematics

for everyday problems 95 4 .
2. Up to ‘their full potential, including those

with 1earn1ng and physical .disabilities 76 20. 3
3. Job skills for those not going to college

through vocational education and other programs 70 26 4
4. -Basic wvalues such as honesty, and

what is "right" .and "wrong" 68 24 8
5. As much as their ability permits, including

gifted or exceptionally brlght students 67 27 5

6. To deal with adult responsibilities  and
problems such as sex, marriage, parenting,

personal finances, alcohol -and drug abuse 54 36 10
7. About the world through history,

geography, and foreign language 52 42 6
8. About basic science including .

biology, chemistry, and physics 50 42 8
9. To understand and use computers 48 42 9
10. About the requirements and rewards of different

~ jobs and careers through guidance counseling 40 48 12

11. In thelr native language and English so they .

won't fall behind while they're learning English 32 42 26
12. To cope with personal problems such as

divorce or a death in ‘the family 24 47 29
13. To appreciate and participate in )

the arts, music, and theater 23 55 22
14. Practlcal skills such as home economics N

and driver education 20 57 23
15. To deveélop their outside intérests

through sports and clubs 19 53 28

* Based on 24,144 New Jersey returns; does not include high school students.
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TABLE 14: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS

NEW JERSEY RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

-

Should Be A Top Priority That The

Schools Help Students lLearn: N.J. Children No Children
Total in _Schoél in School
% s k3

1. To read, write and use mathematics

for everyday problems 95 96 94
2. Up to their full potential, including

those with disabilities 76 80 72
3. Job skills for those not going to- )

«college through voc. ed., etc: 70 72 67
4. Basic values 68 70 65
5. As much as their ability permits,

1nclud1ng gifted students 67 69 65
6. To deal with adult responsibilities

and probleims 54 54 54
7. About the world through history,

geography, and foreign language 52 52 53
8. About basic science 50 52 48
9. To understand and use .computers 48 53 40
10. About different careers through

-guidance counseling 40 42 38
11. In their native language and English

so they won't fall behind 32 33 - 30
12. To cope with personal problems 24 24 23
13. To appreciate and participate

in the arts 23 24 22
14. Practical skills such as home

economics and driver education 20 19 22
15. To develop outside ‘interests

through sports and clubs 19 20 18

J * Among those indicating: New Jersey respondents with children in school --
| - 14,677; without children in sc¢hool -- 8,264,
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TABLE 15: VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN-EDUCATION
NEW_JERSEY RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SGCHOOL*

Part I: Changes Requiring A Tax Increase N.J. Children No.Children
' ‘ ’ ’ ' Total in School in .School
S T $ 32 ’

1. Reduce class size in- grades 1 to 3.
WORTH MORE. TAXES. 67 69 63
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 23 22 26

2. Raise the level of pay for teachers *
'WORTH' MORE TAXES 62 62 64
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 25 25 26

3. Expand vocational education
WORTH MORE TAXES 57 58 56
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 29 28 30

4. More preschool for the disadvantaged
WORTH MORE TAXES 44 42 46
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 40 42 37

5. Preschool for a11 four- -year-olds
WORTH MORE' TAXES 35 35 35
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 51 52 ‘50.

?art 11: Changes In School Policy

1. More time teaching reading, writing, etc

DO NOW 81 83 78
DON'T DO 13 11 15

2. Be stricter about promoting students

DO NOW 79 80 78
DON'T DO 12 11 14

3. Enforce stricver discipline

DO NOW 77 78 76
DON'T DO 15 14 16

4. Require schools to increase parental involvement

DO Now 63 65 60
DON'T DO . 25 23 28
5. Have schools seek help from corporations/business
DO NOW- 54 54 55
DON'T DO 24 24 24 7,
6. Raise teachers' pay if they receive
good evaluations
DO NOW 42 45 38
DON'T DO 38 35 45

* Among those indicating: New Jersey respondents with children in school --
14,677; without children in school -- 8,244,




TABLE 16: THE MISSION OF THE SCHOOLS _-- DELAWARE RESPONDENTS*

Priority Rating

The Schools Should Help Students.Learn: Top Middle Low
‘ ) % % %

1. To read, write and use mathematics

for everyday problems: 98 2 --
2. Up to their full potential, including those )

with learning and physical disabilities 76 21 4
3. As much as theix ability permits, including

gifted or exceptionally bright students 71 24 5
4. Job skills for those not going to college

through vocational education and other programs 66 29 4
5. 'Basic valués such as honesty, and

what is "right" and "wréng" 66 25 9
6. About basic scienceé including

biology, chemistry, and .physics: 64 31 5
7. About the world through histoery, :

geography, and foreign language 60 37 4
8. 'To understand and use computers 46 44 11 -

9. To deal with adult responsibilities: and
problems such. as sex, marriage, parénting,

personal finances, alcohol and drug -abuse 44 40 17
10, About the requirements and rewards of different

jobs and careers through guidance counseling 37 47 16
11. To appreciate and participate in -

the arts, music, and theater 22 55 23
12. In their native language and English so they A

won't fall behind while they're learning English 22 41 37
13. Practical skills -such as home economics \

and driver education 20 54 26
14, To cope with personal problems. such- as

divorce or a death in the family 16 42 42
15. To develop théir outside interests

through sports and clubs 15 50 35

* Based on 7,022 total Delaware returns; does not include high school students.
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A TABLE 17: THE MISSION OF THE SGHOOLS
DELAWARE RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Should Be '‘A" Top. Priority That The

Schools Help Students Learn: Del. Children No Children
' I ' Total in School in School '
% $ 3 '

1. To read, write and usé mathematics ‘
for everyday problems 98 98 98

2. Up. to their full potential, including

those with disabilities 76 78 74
3. As much as their ability permits, ‘

including ‘gifted. students 71 73 70
4. Job skills for those not going to
» fcollege through voc. ed., etc. 66. 68 65
5. Basic values 66 65 67
6. ‘About basic science : 64 64 63
7. About the world through history,

‘geography, -and foreign language 60 58 61
8. To understand and use computers 46 53 39 -
‘9, To deal with adult responsibilities

and: problems 44 46 42
10. About different careers through

guidance counseling 37 40 34
11. In their native language and: English

so they won't fall behind 22 24 - 20
12: To appreciate and' participate g

in the. arts- 22 24 20
13. Practical skills -such. as ‘home )

economics and driver education 20 21 20
14, To cope with personal problems 16 18 14
15: To develop outside interests .

through sports and clubs. 15 17 14

*  Among those indicating: Delaware respondents with children. in school --
3,317; without children in school. -- 3,558,
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TABLE .18:. VIEWS ABOUT CHANGES IN EDUGATION

‘ DELAWARE -RESPONDENTS WITH/WITHOUT CHILDREN IN SCHOOL*

Part 1. Changes Requiring A Tax Increase
o T o Del. Children 'No Children
‘Total 'in School in- School.

s - s s
1: Reduce class size in: grades 1 to 3
WORTH MORE TAXES 71 76 67
- v NOT WORTH* MORE TAXES 22 19 25
2. Raisé the level of pay for teachers.
WORTH MORE TAXES 66. 67 65
NOT WORTH, MORE™ TAXES 25 24 27
3. ‘Expand- vocational, education
WORTH MORE" TAXES 49 51 47
NOT ‘WORTH MORE TAXES 38 36 .39
&. More preschool for the-disadvantaged _ 7
WORTH MORE' TAXES 39 38 40
'NOT WORTH. MORE TAXES 46 48 45
5. Preschool for ‘all four-year- olds . )
'WORTH, MORE "TAXES . 30 31 28
NOT WORT_H MORE TAXES 59 59 60
Part I1: Changes In School Policy
1. Be stricter about. promoting studénts ] i ;
"DO ‘NOW 86 84 88. -
DON'T DO 8 9 8
2. Enforce stricter discipline
DO NOW 84 81 86-
DON'T- DO 11 12 9
3. ‘More time teaching reading, writing, -ete
, DO NOW 82 80 84
DON'T DO 13 14 11
'4, Require schools to increase paréntal involvement.
DO NOw 64 64 64
DON!T DO 26 26 26
5. Have schools seék help from coi'porations/businéss
DO ‘NOW 63 61 64 ",
! DON'T" DO 21 22 21
6. Raise teachers' pay if they .receive.
: good -evaluations.
. ‘DO NOW 48 49 48
: DON'T DO 35 34 36

* Among those indicating Delaware respondents with children in school --
3,317; without children in school -~ 3,558,
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TABLE 19: THE MISSION- OF ‘THE .SCHOOLS

COMPARATIVE. RESULTS . AMONG -ALL RESPONDENTS AND HIGH'SCHOOLASTUDENTS

Should Be..A Top Priority That. The High School
Schools Help Students Learn: Total* ‘Student Total**

|
|
$ N $ .
1. To read, write and use mathematics

for everyday problems 96 82
2. Up to their full potential, including
those with disabilities 75 58.
3. Job skills for those not -going to
college through voc. ed., etc.. 73 56
4. As much as their ability permits,
including gifted students 68 52
5. Basic values 68 45
6. About the world through history,
geography, and foreign language 56 32
7. -About basic science 55 32
8. To deal with adult responsibilities
and problems 51 59
9. To understand and use computers 48 39
10: About different .careers through.
Buidance counseling 41 39
11. In their native language -and English ‘
SOAthey won't fall behind ) 31 36
12, To~appreciate and participate :
) in the arts 24 17
13.. To cope with personal problems 21 27
14, Practical skills such as home
. economics and driver education 20 25
15. To develop outside interests
through sports and ¢lubs . 18 30

*  Based on 99,625 returns: does not include high school students.
*% ‘Based on 3,941 high school student returns.




TABLE 20: VIEWS: ABOUT . CHANGES IN -EDUCATION

COMPARATIVE RESULTS AMONG ALL RESPONDENTS AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

High School

Part T; Changes RequifingAA,Tax Increase Total* Student Total* :
‘ % Ty ‘ 3
1. Reduce class. size in grades 1 to 3 : . ¢
WORTH MORE TAXES 65 44 .
'NOT WORTH.MORE TAXES 26 32
2. Raise the level of pay. for téachers ‘
WORTH: MORE' TAXES 59 39
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 31 39
3. BXpand vocational education
WORTH MORE TAXES 58 . 45
NOT WORTH MORE TAXES 30 32
&4, More preschool for the:- disadvantaged'
WORTH MORE TAXES 43 45 :
NOT"~ WORTH MORE TAXES 42 29 j
'5: Preschool for all four-year-olds: ) 2
WORTH: MORE TAXES' 36 36 -
NOT WORTH MORE “TAXES 52 40 .
Part IIf'Changes In\School Policy :
1. Be- stricter about promoting students :
DO-"NOW 84 49
DON'T ‘DO 9 31
2. More time teaching reading, writing, ete” \
DO" NOW 82 58 .
DON'T:-DO 13 23 :
3.x§nf0rCe stricter discipline v i
DO .NOW ' .82 40 .
DON'T DO 12 41
4. Require schools to increase parental involvement
DO NOW 66 47
DON'T DO 24 <29
5. Have schools seek help from corporations/business \ ,
DO 'NOW 61 46
DON'T DO 21 25.
‘6. Ralse teachers" pay if they receive
good evaluations
DO NOW 43 40
DON'T DO 39 36

* Based on 99,625 returns: does not include high school students.
%% Based on 3, 941 ‘high school student returns.
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TABLE .21
TOTAL NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF. RETURNS

TOTAL RETURNS* NUMBER PERCENT OF TOTAL
103,566 100

Region (among those indicating)

Philadélphia 27,272 30
Suburban Philadelphia 33,530 36
New Jersey 24,144 26
Delaware 7,022 8

‘Childrén in Public School
«(among those indicating)

Yes, children in public school 47,145 54
No children in public -school 40,814 46

Reglon/Chlldren in Public School
(among those indicating)

Philadelphia, children in school 11,479 44
Philadelphia, no children in school 14,322 56
Suburban Phila., children in school 17,241 . 55 1
Suburban Phila., no children in school 14,235 45 : |
N.J., children in school 14,677 64
N.J., no children in school 8,264 36
Del., children in school , 3,317 48 |
‘Dél., no children :in school 3,558 52 i

'High*Schoo?wStudents

‘Higb school students 3,941

* Includes 3,941 returns from high school students.
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