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- Introduction: - . - ¥

This mcdule has been' prepared as a guide to a. speciflc area
within Cultural Anthropolagy. Your task will be to read the
materials,. perfora the tasks at the end of the module, and to

, Cross check your answers with the information in the module

upon completion of the performance activities. It will be your
responsibility to keep up with the reading assignments in the
textbook, and to take lecture notes,and film notes.

The module is designed to glve you a basis for mastering a
specific amount of information, and has been field tested with
over 1000 students who have demonstrated by their performance
on examinations, that the modular approach can increase the
probability of student mastery. The theoretical perspective
which is employed is based upon cognitive psychology, gestalt

_psychology, behaviorism and programaed learning.

This particular module covers the area of Anthropological

Fleldwork and gives an overview of the types of research which
anthropologlsts engage in, during their field studlesn It also

introduces terminology which is ‘an Iimportant part of the-

discipline, and incorporates a brief discussion of ethics in

research and the rights of cultures that are the subject of

research. The module explores some of the more common terms

which are found in sclentific articles with the hope that

professional journals or publications can then be made more S
understandable to introductory students. ‘

N

-Dr. Peter Kassebaum
College of Marin
Kentfield, CA




FIELDWORK
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Research in cultural anthropology traditionally has

been conducted via PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION, in which the

" anthropologist resides and participates with the community

being studied. Fieldwork is generaily regarded as an
attempt on the pa¥t of the anthropologist to faithfully
record the culture of a selected group. However, there is

@

a major difference between detached observation of a group,

f
and overt participation in a culture. It would be prepos-
. ?
terous to assume that anthropolpgists can become .- full-

fledged mem@ers of all gro;ps obsefvéd. Their goal is to
penet;ate the most Visiﬁig/;raits of a'culture, in order
to unravel tﬁe va;iéus social relationships and.%nstitu-
tional complexes that are the basis of social structure.
The value of trying to study a group through overt paréigi—
pation is subj?ct to debate. Some researchers argue that
the obsexver can neQZr achieve fuli participation ;n the
lifestyle of the group being investigated, and contend

that this absenc¢e of true asgimilétion means that all the

observer sees and records is too subjective, regardless of
4

the observer's attempts to remain objective. Others be-

. ' R 3

lieve that the anthropologist -can successfully penetrate
the external, surfacé barrigré between the researcher and
thé‘culﬁure being recorded by living with the group for a.
significént length of time(

As strangers-in exotic lands, ahthropologists_ *

=

¢

A ]
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i
frequently encounter depression, anxiety, fear, disorienta-

tion, and a host of other physiological apd psychological

>~

problems. Medical emergencies are particularly *“roubilesome

to fieldworkers. Anthropologists who become ill while‘

» e -

working in isolated areas must meet theix own medical needs,
or else ;ely upon the. folk-medicine of the group being
studied, The number of eoniq illnesses fieldworkers are

>

exposed to is large; fortunately, most of these conditions.

.

] -3

are nonffatal--a fact that is of littleé consolation to one
who is far from home &nd very uncomfortable. At such times,
the wisdom of one's career choice is likely to be ques- :

h ]

|
|
. \ _ o |
tioned; thk key' is to be physically and psycﬁo;og%cally ’ ‘
prepared -before engaginé in fieldwork. .Oné must expect L i
that a degree of discomfort, loss of privacy, and illness |
will accompény‘most fielq assignments. ?riendsh}p, war;tﬂ,
compassion and a'clgafer undé;standing of one's own strengths
and limits can also result. It is dnfortunate that many”
anthropolbgists wait until their graduate years before
engaging in fieldwork, a practiée which denies them the
opportuﬁitf to "reality test" their career choice, or to
realistically égsess theixr gptitude and teleraﬁce for'field—
work. -0 . .
ACADEMEC PREPARATION for a _career in anthropology
tradftionally has involved years of;§tﬁajing a selected
cultuke area in order to learn agxhuéﬁ as possible about a

- .

group prior to engaging in actual, field research.  Reading

igoirt a specific cultural group without having,concurreht

' i




field experiernice of the group may cause the student to

0 e . .
1ntefnéllze any mitconceptions or subjective observations

contained in the literfture. When the'anthropologist
- " [y

actually contacts the group in quéﬁtion, the image con-
veyed in.the w;itigg of "previous bbse;vers may gfeatly cgn-
flict éiéh real éonditiogs. Ideally, the anthropologist

is able to sgparate thd imgages cqpt;ined iﬂzmonographs

published‘by earlier observers from the reality of the

! - - .
cultural group in its contemporéxy state. The rapidity of
culture change, and the plethora of monographs available

. A
on certain culture groups mdke it essential that the stu-
Y . . - - ’L
dent combine mastery of classic literature with actual
: co Lo S .
field observation. . . ..

A" comprehension of the LANGUAGE of ?he group under
observation is 5 necessary pan of éreparing for fieldwork.

N\,
AY LA
To rely upon translators is to place a_barrier between one-

.

self and informants. In addition, Some aspects of culture

must be‘symbolichlly experienced'ih order Eonbe fully

¢

appreciated. " Not all anthropologists become fluent ifi the

A

‘language of their chosen groups. Some anthr~mologists

believe that the best way to learn a language is to mimic
N .

~

the way a child 1eérns--ihmeising’oneself in a culture

L

without the security of translators forces one to learn

quickly in order to communicate about’ one's baﬁic needs.
" ®

The type of fieldwork being condui;?d,.and the specific:

problem under study help the anthropologist determine the

degree of language mastery necessary to succesful research.
~ . -~



. »
> Considerable advance ﬁlanning and negotiation often
precedeé fieldwork. Obtaining OFFICIAL‘PERMISSION to tra-

'vel into remote areas cdp often involve thavanthropologist,
»

. ) ‘ / . .
in months of. tedious.correspondence and require considerable
- \"v - *

.diplomacy‘ One aspect that is often difficult to. arrange

if advance is the securing of PERMISSION FROM THE CULTURAL

GROUP to be studied. Th1Szcourtesy often’ has been dver-

-

locked by anthropologlsts whose attentlon to the theoreti-

cal aspects of their research has diverted their attention

P [y

from more mundane, peoplé—oriented\preparations. Anthro-

»

pologists have often cenducted research among people whose

pa s

homelands were colonlzed by foreign powero.; Rather than

’ /l

seeking. the consent and cooperatlon of thé group to be .

studied, researchers tradltlonally relied upon the permis-

7 ; .
sion of colonial officials who had the power to control

hj

the lives of the indigencus people, and'tﬁus could reqﬁire\

L)

theﬁ to submit to research projects. '

v

In many'ways, this was an overt form of ,exploitation

on the part of the anthropologlsts. Colonial officials

"often abused the rights and dignity of.subjugaﬁga‘people

by characterlzlng‘yhelr customs and beliefs as qua¥§t

> .

vestigal remnants of a primordial ‘past. Ironical%y, many

& L

. . NI
-anthropologists and colonists believed that primitive cul-

PRI . ! o

tures had to be studied in order to be protected from the
Iy :

: : : Y J : .
encroachment and influence of the less honorable, denizens
. ., .

of contemporary western socié#iesf' The cmajority of early

{3 ' - ~
anthropologists were apolitical in that they did not

+

*
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partigipate in any strong or concerted action to reduce the
exploitation of primitive people. As a conseduence, field—

work often was skewed in support of thc continuation of the ’
$,

status quo, and the scope of research tended- to be-¥imited

to governmentally sanctioned topics. Fewemoﬁogrephs - .
~included descriptions of "the day-to-day conQitious of peo-
« ple sufferigg from the'effects of poverty, disease,.aliepa— o

tion and oppressxon. ‘ B Lo '

N v ',

’

In the past, many anthropologlsts placed magbr empha~
\sis’upou reconstructlng mod§ls of extinct cultures. Mono—
. graphs tended to illustrate cultures-as they had been. in
earlier times, and to ignore contemporary conditions,liAs

a consequence, inaccurate images df cultures were recorded

.
* 3

and, dispersed to academig¢ enclaves. These descriptions were
- 4 . S

>

sometimes popugerized, and from them ‘the geﬁerél public %

b4

developed distorted images of strange and =xotic cultures,
* T ’ . Y

totally out of synchronization with actual time and reality.

Fieldworkers have a moral and ethical duty to.provide not

n
’,

only a historical prof;le, but also a realistic account of

current condltlons affecting the’ group belng researched.
4 ’ 8 -

One,can only wonder at the behavior of some anthropologlsts

who -supposgdly believed in the rights of their research

TN
+

. Subjects dnd who degried ethnocentr1c1ty and dlscrlmlnatlon,

yet weresob11V1ous to the lmpllcatlons of their posltlon as”®

"experts" on fhe cultural heritage of “Third World" peoples. i
’ )

The implication was fhat people in these cultural -areas had

not developed surf1c1ently academlcally or 1ntelleccually

- .
.o



_ would be to 1so

erntends to conduct research on the Bantus of South Africa,‘/)(

miSjit appropriate to render a monograph which only addresses .

,change can bq achlevea' to break off profess1onal contact

-

~position of a group relative to all areas which 1ntertace.

4 . . .
to xecord their own cultures. 7 . ©T. .

—

There are a number of hard phlrosophlca% and ethical

“ \

questions regardlng fieldwork and monographs which <hould

W (ol
be considered. For instance, should fleldwork whlph 1gnbres - “
~ ¥ = / |

the oppre5sed state of a group be undertaken° If onée .

’
R =

\

-their tra%?tiOnal kinship sys;em, or does the opologist

4

also have a moral obligation to report on thedr present o

- “

condition as we113 Some aa}ﬁ?bpologlsts/ﬁave sugygested T

S s 4 ‘
governments merely reinforces rhe position of the exploiters.
: . SRS . <o .
Others argue that communication is the only way in wagch

} ]

that academlc and profess1ona1 zigyacz with despotic®

e

ate not only the oppressors but also the
P . ) .

¥ - M '\

oppressed.
The development of a CONFLICT APPROACH w1th1n Westexrn'

. \
Anthropology has forced a reconsxderatlon of many of

-

these .

}

moral 1ssues. Conflict theorists argue for a wholistic

- X

approach which 1ncludes recordlng data on .the. cultural

L L

.
There has bden resistance to this approach within the dis~

k.
cipline; anthropqloﬁists who embrace the conflict perspec-

tive are generaliyrreagarded as an inconvenience which many !

»

goverﬁments would raﬁher»adbig. The traditional anthro-

pologist™does not usually encounter the same resistance and

restrictions when arrahding to do fieldwork.. It wifTl be

( . K
i .
v ) . M . ; e

AN

/ ‘ 10 >




f : -, 1nterest1ng to observe which phllobophlcal perspectnve will

- have the-grtatest impact on fleldwork. Students of anthro-
3
pology often are not g&ven any preparatlon regarding pqp-

fess1onal ethics. As a result, they often lack guldellncb

‘ . " .. \-
. as to what is appropriate or inappropriate in donducting
) _ 3 1 ‘ " N
research. ‘Any research which invcives people should be \_

designed to preserve thne rights and dignity of humah sub-

~
Y

5 jects.' %Pe people being-studied should never be the sub—of
’ =\

1 ject of‘rldlcule or scorn 1n‘§ubsequent monographs. Nor’~
N ’ ‘ ~

- yshould informants, othér individ lse,or communities be

-

N
B .
placed in awkward situations as a result of fleldwork or-

. ' resﬁltlng publications or reports. Part1c1pant perm1ss;on
K - 3

.and’ anfogmed consent are 1mportant both should come from !

7
M ‘
, %u '\the group thch 1s undexr observaflon. The malP rule to

P - observe in the fleld is: the people you study are nelther

[

. Journai articles, nor footnotes, nor statistics, nor charts--

-

e Qeople. Respect them! e N

t . " ] .
ﬁter permission to conduct fieldwork has been: )

t

MM * " : [ [ ‘. [

4 ?thLned, a number of addltlonal preparations must be made.

3 A v :
! ) The tlelaworher must compose and evaluate 2 bas1c research

v ¢ B

;;;“ \ strategy for use in gatherlng and ana1y31ng 1nformatlon.
\f o l The diversity of subdivisions within anthropology épd the
I neea§jor specific categories of information account for the’
vari;tion in fieldwork methodologies. ‘An ahthropoloqlst
d01ng llngUISth ana1y51s would approach a group'ln a some-
what different manner than a social enthropologist special-

izing :#n social organing}on. . : !




) .
The GENERAL ETHNOGRAPHIC MODEL for fieldwork is
favored by most anthropologists. It is based on the natur-

al science approach, in that the total life-ways of a group
. are observed. This implies that a basic ethnographic design

g

containing the various categories of human behavior is

¥

1}

developed in advance. In the field, these céfggofies are
observed and recorded.j The prixary danger in'tﬁis approéch
. is tpat one might alfer a behdvior to fit into a precon- A
ceivedrcategory and be unaware of the distortion. This is
‘ a problem Qith all taxonomies. The anthropologistvattempts
to obtairivhat is called an ETHNOGﬁAPHIC.CpT, i.g.; a cross
. sectioh ?f the cgltur%. The sﬁaller the group,\t?e Eett?r
. « the chances of obta%ning an acgarate picture. -
How does one go about obtaining information from a
peéple who usually have good reason to regard a stranger as™~
'a potential enemy, or as the symbol\Bf theii defeat? It
would be fair to say that anthrépologists are often regarded ,
by native peoﬁles as father curious spegimens. How would
the average Westerher react to a strangerlwith unusual
physical features, whé speaks an exotic language, and wears
funny flothes? Compound Qhe possible responses by adding

-

that(fﬁis stranger does not appear to work. Indeed, here
-~ ] ’

. 7 -
e~ - ' 1s an adult who suddenly/moves_imto one's backyard and
"V expects to be furnished with intimate details of one's pri-
' ‘ fyuate life, tales about one's relatives and the most boring

¥ details of evervy‘?ay life. The wonder of fieldwork is that
‘“)} s itlsuccééds at all.

. « - ' »
LIS I ] 7

Eﬁgﬂ;‘ ! . Yp : S 12 ' ] oy
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Anthropolog'ists are usually tolerated in foreign

i

areas more eaéily thap in their own society. Some authors
contend that prlmltlve people are emotionally moyed by the

f:n_eldworker who in many instances appears more helpless than

‘a chi}.d. Others argue that people perceive the anthropolo-

gist as being connected in seme way to the government. It oo

matters not whethei an actual connection exists; if it
exists in the subjective reality of the group, they will

act accordingly. Thus, a possible identification with

L

_power and authority sometimes taints the researcher. This

in turn may trigger a series of entering roles and reactions

that can influence the tenor of fieldwork for a long périod.

Charm, likeability, friendliness and an ability to

adjust to complex and different social situations contri-~

bute to the degree of success an anthropologist experiences.

There is no single method of ‘doing research with a group.-
Each group has its own unique characteristics, and each
reseaxcher wili have to use trial and error, togethexr with
intuition, to establish rappo'rt. Fieldwork is something
which cannot be taught didactically--one can expose students
tco methodology, but actual field experience is essential.
There is n§ teacher like exposure to the real thing, i.e.,
cross cultural diversity.

One of the first items that anthropologists try to

ascertain is the size of the group being studied, They

. take a CENSUS. 1In adciition, they generally construct maps -

shov&ing.the_ territory of the group, including the important
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‘cultural and physical features of the area. fhé process
of interviewing group members is.done both formally and
informally. An informal interview is moré open éhan a
st;uctured interview which alwayss has a set of ﬁnderlying
questions the anthropoiogist is seeking to answer. There
are real difficulties in obtaining many types of data.
The primary reason being that many traits are not shared
or discussed across sex lines, nor are some shared or
discussed with strangers. The fieldworker attempts to
'/establish relationships:%ith group members to gain their
trust and support./ These guides to the culture are called
INFORMANTS. Som;times informants tell the anthropologist
what they think he or she wants to hear. The problem of
informant distortion is common to all social sciences In
addition, informants may not be reliable accepted members v
of the group, and may represent only one sex or age clus-
ter. In order for.the study to be valid, a‘wide variety
of informants should be included.

As group members gain confidence in the fieldworker
and the fieldworker develops familiarity with the language,
greater rapport is achieved. This allows the anthropolo-
gist to probe beyqnd the surface areas of the culture and
investigate the core of cultural behavior. It is not
uncommon for fieldworkers to be put through psychological
tests by a group. Teasing, joking, mock violence and

"phony" rituals may be utilized to test the breaking point

of an anthropologist. It is. an extremely difficuylt position

! '~ /

14
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-

to pe in, trying to win the confidence of a group while
asserting one's own strength within a setting wherein an
unfamiliar set of cultural responses are appropriate.
The recarding of KINSHIP is a fundamental step in
traditional research. The object is to determine how

~

social, political, econcmic and reciprocal relationships

'
operate within a group. Usually during this process, life
histories of subjects are réQealed. These serve as chrono-
logical desériptions of the life~stages people expérience,_
and are frequently used to describe the expected behavior o
of age peers and other group members. For rather obvious
reasons, questionnaires are not used; however, formal

interview schedules are commonly employed. The use of the

interview schedule lends itself to a more accurate and

complete analysis of certain types of data from a statis-

tical standpoint.

The administration of PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING across
cultural barriérs is rather problematic. Oral and visual
projective tests have been used by some researchers, but
the technique is not endorsed by most antﬁropologists.
For the‘resﬁlts to be valid, phe ethnographic information

gathered on a culture would have to be exceedingly detailed

and complex; from this data, a test based upon behavior

within the group might be constructed. To apply a test
designed- for one group to a radically different group
conpronises the‘validity of the test.

The application of TECHNOLOGY for cultural recording

15



is now becoming more common. The use of tape recorders,
video tapes, and/or movie cameras allows the fieldworker .
to accumulate an audio-visual record of the culture. Visual

anthropology has devéloped as a legitimate sub-area of

anthropological research. Unfortunately, in many habitats

the extremes of climate tend to play havoc with complex :
and delicate equipment. The major advantage of audio-visual
recording is that/it allows fieldworkers to review the

data-gathering process. Others also can review the ethno-

graphic material and gain unique insights not available

solely through written monographs. One difficulty with

this technique is that if one spends too much time record;
ing ?nd filming, opportunities for interviewing and personal
contact tend to diminish.

Many anthropologists keep JOURNALS of‘their exper-
iences in order to more fully understand the psychological
and emotional éroblems encountered in~performing fiéidwork.
This allows a degree of introspection for thg returning
fieldworker; bfm;géing one's mood and tenor|auring differ-
ent research phases, it is possible to partially compensate
for some ©f the more gﬁbjective interpretations which are
made in the fiéld.‘ The journals of anthrépologists are
fascinating in that maﬁy cover the gamut‘of human expér—
iences. Journal-keeping should be fbrmaély included as an
~area of academic preparation for aspiri%g anthropologists.

SmalllCOMPUTERS and terminals have opened up new

avenues for fieldwork. Today, home computers are within,

16
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the budgé% of most anthropologists. As a consequence éhe"
analysis and composition of fieldwork will undergo changes
which will have enorﬁous impli;ations fox tﬂe discipl%ne.
Whegﬂ;omélex statistical analysis and related techniques
fall within the grasp of-a majority of reséarchers, the
overall quality of fieldwork will increase. The use of
data networks will al{pw anthropologists to research infor-
pation on specific topics from their home or school ter-
minalsx Access to exotic or scarce archival materiais
will open up the amount of information 3hich aﬁthropoio-
gists can generate for backgroup related to thei¥ a£ea of
fieldwork.

Anthropologists are expected to know SEATISTICAL
analysis and the methodologies which relate to the formu-
lation of research problems and their evaluation. It will.

be virtually impossible to practicehanthropology without a

background in statistics. Basic areas, such as the com-

prehension of journal articles depend upon an awareness of

research methodology. The following is a concise éakhering
of terms which are found iﬁ such articles:

1. MEAN: Arithmetic average.

2., MODE: Most frequently occurring trait.

«3. MEDIAN: Midpoint of a distribucion.

4. FREQUENCY: Number of times for a trait to occur.

5. DISTRIBUTION: ProgeSs whereby the individual fre-

¥ -

quencies of traits are displayed.
6. STANDARD DEVIATION: A measure of variation within a

distribution. ;

17
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7. PROBABILIT?: A coﬁcept that examihes whether a
relationship relates to pure chance or whether. a
cause and effect relationship be uncovered. -

4 4

8. >: Greater than. s
9. <: Less than. -

10. NULL HYPOTHESIS: A format which states t@at no
significant difference will exist betweer the means
of two groups (most research problem§ are stated
using a null hypdthesis).

/
11. LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: The amount of error oY room

for error which existsrwithbn a specific study.

12. CRITICAL VALUE: The established gbint at which the
null hypothesis is declared as invalid. If the
results exceed the critical wvalue at the established
level, the null hypothesis is rejected. -

13. CORRELATION: The measﬁrement that determines whether

a link exists between two or more traits.

Fieldwork is a medns of satisfying the need to gain
information from a living culture. Anthropologists tradi-
tionally have concenttrated their studies among less complex,
non:western cultures. Inéreasingly, contemporary western
soé%gties are being reseSrched as well. A?thropologists are
begi;hing to examine their own cultureés using many of %hg
st;ategies developed for surveying noﬁlwestern groups. As
this trend has developed, tﬁg distinction between anthfa-
pological and socioiogical research Specia%ties has dimin- ~
ished, with researchers from-both discipl;nes concurrently

studying many of the same groups. .

13




Pléase fiI;,iﬁ the blanks:

1.

2.

lo.
11.

12.

13.

14.

Performance Activities .

.

Research in cultural anthropology makes ‘use of -
P O - ’ 2

>

A P for a career in anthro-
'pology generally involves years of study.
\ "

\ +
A comprehension of the L .0of the group
ﬁs necessary for fieldwork. .

. \
0 P. can often involve
the anthropologlst in months of tedious, correspondence.

P - , from the cultural groﬁ is also

, necessary 1if ethical considerations are to, be upheld.
\

'AC approach hat forced a recons1dera~
tion of moral issues related to fieldwork.

P -

The general E ’ model for fieldwork is based

dpon the natural science approach.

An E __cut is considered as a cross séc-
tion of a culture. '

AC is a measurement of the size of a
group. .

Guides to the respective cultures are termed I
L4 v

: ¢

K * recording is an essential step within
research. : ]
Psychological T - is considered as very

problematic from a cross-cultural perspective.
T ) pplled to fieldwork involves the
use of films, video tapes and recorders.

3

Most anthropologlsts\keep J . - of their
experiences in order to more fully comprehend the °
psychological and emotional problems encouniered in
performing fleldwork .

Small ¢ . and terminals have opened up

. new avenues for research. N

Anthropologists are expected to know S
.analysis.
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A
17. The M {s the arithmeffic average of a *
distribution.
18. The M is the most frgquently occurring
trait within a distribution.
‘ <
19. The M ; is the midpoinrt of a dlstrlbutlon.
L4 ]

20. The F ) ' is the numbef of times a specific
trait occurs. .

21. The S D o is a measure-
ment of variation within a distribution. i

22. P ' is a concept that examines whether
chance or a cause and effect relationship exists. #

23. > 1is the sxmbol for G than.

24, _< .is the symbol for L thanf

25. Null hypothesis states that ne § ]  dif-

ference will exist between the means of two or more
. groups.

26. Level of § - - is the amount of error
which exists within a specific study. ’

27. Critical Vv is\thre established point at
which the null hypothesis is rejected.

28. C_ - ‘ ~ % is the measurement that determines
whether a link éxists between two or more traits.

~
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