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~* REACH OUT AND TOUCH SOME ONE:° USING. COMMUNITY RESOURCES -
o ¢ . gBangra Sposet B N
‘> /- Brooklyn High School

- Local resources are often ignored by“many of us, and yet they

.

dents. . . « st

can definitely help ta. keep a language relevant - for ‘today's stu-t

Since its founding, ‘Bfooklyn,j Ohio, 4 suburb of Clevélahd,

has consisted of a large German-Russian population. German 1is . -
often spoken in the home, and many students play soccer and dance
for’ local .and national 1language organizations. This immediate

contact with the language.and culture has been utilized -by my
colleagues in the German classroom through several. activities.
Parents,  grandparents and " retired’ volunteers have been used as
teacher aides in all levels of German to aid in reading practice
and oral conversation skills. Advanced level students must record

‘an interview in German with a person from the community, prefer-
- ably a non-family member. Free films from the local German émbassy

.

offer ‘students an updated and current analysis of various histori-

«<al and cultural events in both East and. West Gérmany. '

. My first cpntact with local Spanish resoﬁrces.bqgan/by'fol—
lowing up on a photograph published in’the newspaper (the Cleve-

1a?d Plain Dealer) about & Spanish ‘teen dance troupe. I used the
te

ephone directory. to locate the anish-American Committee, a

“source that since has proven invaluable to me and my students.

Théir dance group, for eéxample, has performed at our International
Fair. . . - ’ ' :
. ’

. As an in-service project, . botK Spanish teachers visited the

committee's language school where we saw adults of various. ethnic: -

backgrouhds’learntngkghglish as well asfreceiviné techpical on-
the- job-training. ° Most importantly, I discovered the- Spanish-
American Day Care Center, which has become the focus of Christmas
and Eastet'prb)d@ts‘}n‘ﬁhe advanced. level classes.

pifiatas as . well as individual favors for all the forty to st
students there. Several days prior to our Christmas bte%k;

At ‘Christmastime* my students design and make their ;?ﬂh
ty
he

stugents and I, dressed as Santa Claus’ang his elves, vtsit /fthe

children to break the pifiata, sing songs in ‘Spanish, .and, ~ of
course, visit with Santa. Most of my students are overwhelmed to

see a three- or four-year-old .speaking Spanish fluently., ' yet with -

those children to whom English is a foreign language, our students

~ lose the inhibition so. often present in the formal classroom and
' ‘begin to speak and to try out their Spanish fredly: We havé. also

presented a fairy tale in.Spanigsh at Easter and brought the chil-’

" dren the Easter bunny. In ‘return®the ‘children-Have .made for us
. .special favors of their own or presented a dance or song typical .

of théﬂr culture, which could be Rugrtq Rican, Cuban, or Mexican.
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*Not everyone who studies to become a foreign language teacher

" knows how -to perform a dance or play an instrument - of that

country. When my student’s gikpressed -an interest '‘in learning an
authentic Mexican or Sp#&nish dance, 1-panicked, -but, .remembering
that "your fingers do the walking through the' yellow pages,”" T
consulted the directory for dance studios. After calling several
that specifitally indicated Latin dancing, I called our only dance
studio in Brooklyn. - To my surprise one of the instructots was
from Mexicoe. She found and taped the music to "El Jarabe Mexicano'
and visited Ms during two actual, 'class meetings (with her o-

:'yearJhld son),and several times after school to ppracticeq Besides .

the dance lessons, -Lupita shared with the class some advice about
dan upcoming trip to Mexico. : T might add that she 'spoke 'to her son
in Spanish, Which provided arnother insight into the language that"
my ‘students had -not experienced before. 3

N

What éinds of local resources are available to you?

1. Local colleges. - Sit in on a’class or get an instructor of a
local college to come out: and talk to a class. Findlay Col-

. lege, for example, offers a free speaker -service on careers in
foreign ldnguages. .= o e o

I

2. Professional meetings. Exchange - names with. another teacher
.and set up pen pals with each other's students. You can also
set up exchanges of materials between schools. This can also
be -done with personal acquaintances.- : *. :

3. -Commercial résources. Give your commuynity and neérby.communi— '
ties a closer look. - We have a Zayre's store neapby in the

Spanish. * We also have a Fazio's food store that specializes:
‘in Spanish foods. - A food stqre in Port Clinton sells flour/
harina to make tortillas. Have you visited the Columbus area
“and the Continent shopping area near Worthington? My teaching
colleague "bought a tortilla maker there. -Catalogs such as
those from Hanover House or Lillian Vernon offer baking items
for French and Spanish cuisine. _ :

.4. 1 Your own experiences. Since ﬁ§;§on is adoptedf I discovered

an-orphanage in 4an adoption magazine to which U subscribe that
needed baby quilts to .be made. The article provided direc-
tions for the quilts, and my students and I made two ‘as a
class and Spanish Club project. We latér received a personal
thank-you .note for them.’ ; o . ¢« T
® By followin?;'\(;hrough .on leads seen 1in national and local
periodicals, and by examining the world around you, we can all

'_reach out and help our students discover how small the world truly

is. and subsequently reveal to them the why of taking a foreign

“language.
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. Denison/West 65th area .that .alwAdys has greeting- cards in



