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.Five instructorl tron 2 loarnlng contdr of an adult
count; jazl ware suvvayed to ‘identify clients who were possibly
mentally retarded. The instructors received in-service training on
the definition of mental fetardation and characteristics of mentally -
retardad citizens. Instructors proceeded to refer 20 inmates .out of a
pool of 250, inmates enrolled in the learning center. The 20  inmates
.were evaluated. The result of the evaluation indicated 60% (N=12)
fell within the mentally retarded-range of -over-all’ intellectual
lunetlonlng. This represented at most 5% of this offender Topulation
as being mentally retarded-=-far less than most current estimates, but
. enough teo warrant special consldoration tor services. (Author/CL) .
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Ass'r'_RAc'r |
R
N Five idstructors from(s lesrning centerxdf an sdult county'-'
) jsil were surveyed for possible clients who were Mentally Retarded{'*
The instructors received in-service on the definition of Mental ‘
"Retsrdation snd cherscteristics of Mentslly Retarded citizens.
_Instructors-proceeded to refer 20-inmates‘out of a poql of.2§0‘
' .. inmates enrolled in the'lesrning center“ " The 20 inmates were
-Jveluated' The result of the evaluation indicated 60% (N = 12)
fell within the. Mentelly Reterded range of over-sll intellectual
-.functioning ‘This represented at most 5% of the offender popula-
. tion as being Mentally Retarded who were referred to the leerning
center far lower .than most current estimates but high enough td :

fwsrrant special considerstion for services to this. population
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| ,i '\ . THE MENTALLY RETARDED OFFENDER A DEMObRAPHIC STUDY

Gregory Sundel c o: |
Marshall Zumberg C

Nayne State University

_ BACKGROUND e
) As high as 9% of the entire offender population has been estimated to be
| mentally retarded (Brown and Courtless l967). A-more conservative 2% to 5% has
been estimated (Denkowski and Denkowski 1983) (Santamour and West, 1975). Most’
studies relate to.the. problems and perplexities of defining 4nd evaluating
this population | ) , ‘,.
The task of identifying the retirded within the Criminal Justice System is
difficult Tha maJority of retarded offenders are mildly retarded with 1Q
scores between 52 70 (Brown and Courtless, 1967), (Litton and:Carubba- Benigno, E ’
l98l) This presents problems in identification, since meny mildly retarded :'
| persons have developed elaborate behaviors of masking their limitations and can
' be very “streetwise" and."sophisticated" (Santamour and West, l979)
| Furthermore many professionals within the Criminal Justice System have
negative beliefs or misconceptions about the mentally retarded (Schelett, ,
l978) Most ,taff have no formal training and limited exposure to the fiel- of
mental retardation The likelihood of accurate identification is low |
The Criminal Justice System, with budgetary constraints maintenanc of
facilities legislative mandates and ‘over- crowding, is, not usually desi ned to
have the’ necessary screening processes and procedures to identify the entally !
retarded offender ‘It 1s easy. to understand how this populatidn cou; d be ;.
under serviced and undiagnosed Given this situation questions syrface, such

as, what " are the Chances the mentally retarded offender will recefve adequate

opoortunities in legal representation, rehabilitation or support services?

Paperfpresented,at the Project'SHARE Conference, Detroit.,Mic gan, 1984
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. The obJect1ve of th1s study was to establlsh that there are mentally
' retarded offenders w1th14 the spec1f1c county facility ut1llzed ‘and that the

'.number may be s1gn1f1ca t enough to identify a populat1on that has needs for

o ;7further 1dent1f1cat1o , educatlon and support serv1ces w1th1n the auspices of
\" Lll// -the Cr1m1nal ‘Justice System and 1nvolved mental retardat1on services. J
o Subjects’ - " ' o
\ - o .<?Twenly'male 1nmates;aged l8‘to.50_wereftested from reterrals from
. \ ‘ the learfing educat1onal center within the Oakland County Jail, Pontiac, -
'\\ ' .'Mlchlg-n. The learn1ng center though located within the Jall |
’ ‘\ j,_~ operated by the local school d1str1ct '; ¢'* -
\ o I '/ The - learn1ng center conducts classes for 1nmates out of thefr cells{ : .:
. \ | in classrooms at the jail, and for 1nmates conflned withip their cells.
| jK. " ‘For secur1ty reasons ‘some 1nmates are not allowed to attend classes 1n
= '\ g’ classrooms. o : o S
. Procedure
\' , Flve 1nstructors of the learning center have a caseload of approxi-

\ mately’ f1fty (50) students. From this pool of 1nmates the learning .
. \ center 1nstructors were asked for referrals of students.they belleved to '-55~
\be functioning low academ1cally The def1n1t1on of mental retardation ‘ |
.(AAMD 1973) and character1st1cs of mentally retarded 1nd1v1duals were
0utl1ned to the 1ﬁstructors The 1nmates were asked to volunteer to be ‘

N .' tested and to slqn a release form.
Materials

. : - Each of the twenty(20) inmate referrals were tested us1ng._the




K retarded range (Table 1)
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. Siossan fnteliigence'Test (SIT) and Oral Ready/;Test(SoﬁT) The Slossan ,
Intelligence Test is essentially a. screening/test In order for an

“-accurate and qualitative indication of .1Q and Mental Retardation addi-

B tional testing would be required, such as. the full 5ca1e WAIS and adap-v'
tive behavior tests. The Slossan was used because of its breV1ty and ease
of.scoring and: its positive correlations with the Stanford-Binet and the .

_WIsC verbalvand WISC fuld scale."Theluse}of the Slossan for indication“
of only IQ to determine mental retardation s only a cursory measure. )

A structured 10 minute interview and investigation. of inmate files
. was undertaken. Birthday, sex, ]iving arrangements, race City or town,- -
AT “Jinstitutionalization record, confinement history, employnnnt or unemploy- N
: ment, type of . offense, problehé 1dentified attendance of special

Y

educationm, 1f any, were determined

CRESULTS . - B |
~ . Of the twenty inmates te ted 12 inmates--or 60%--fe11 within the mentally

" retarded ‘range. .Interesting y, 1/3 of this total may be within the moderately

The reading scores on the Slossan‘UT‘1‘R“ading Test corresponded to the
.?'results of the Intelligefce tests. Seven of the 12 subjects with IQ's under
75'read at the 4th grade levei or below. Six of the twelVe identified sub-
.Jects were ‘at one tim in special education programs. |
| Of fenses range from serious crimes such as crimina] sexual conduct |
.-( 3) to simp?e arceny. (N = 1) and breaking and entering (N = 1), (See B
h Table”2.) 66 “of/ the subjects with IQs under 75 have been in jail befo(e

whiie almost 429 haye“been in prison before. At the time of arrest 5 of the E

12 subjects we e'employed and 50% were livinngith their parents. IIt is’

-y
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mportant to note that only 2 fnmates resided at the time of arrest in a;

halfway house or a group home. - SR o o ’

DISCUS ZION , | |
| The objective of thlS study was to’ surface the issue of the mentally
retarded offender The relative ease of finding 12 of 20 inmates functioning
iwitr Q scores under 75, based-on the Slossan, gives an indication that with’
: more accurate multi-dimensional testing methods mildly retarded 1ndividuals
. would be found within the general inmate population Given the characteris-
ntics of the mildly retarded population (difficulty with abstractions difficulty
with community living skills.. ) this unique group would benefit from a thor-
‘ough diagnostic evaluation The evaluations would be useful in determining ’
legal counsel, rehabilitative and. educational support services for the mentally . .',;
retarded oﬁfender. Specific recommendations include: _ .
l) Additional research utillzing full scale intel.ioence tests and
testing methodology to comprehensively reflect the inmate population.
'_This would assist in defining the problem and prevalence of the men-
tally retarded offender ' w
3;2) Screen officers, deputies, inmate servioe workers, counselors' and
} -other involved personnel would benefit from training in identifica-
tion, characteristics ~and needs of the mentally retarded person,
f"3) In screening procedures for the county jail, the question,."Have you
ever attended special education classes?", on the intake sheet would |
be helpful in identifying inmates, pos$ibly in the mildly retarded ' | ) Lg
range "With PL- 94 142, Mandatory Special Education Act most of . the’ |
”mildly retarded population would have attended special education |

programs. - This could be a preliminary step 'in a referral system,



- where then the inmate services counselors could‘administera'screening'"
intelligence test (such as the Slossan used in- this study) and if “.
- applicable, further tests, ) appropriate evaluation and support |
services can be utilized for the inmate ,
- 4) 1with a screening/referral system that surfaces the mildly retarded

'person within the county jail, a. full or part- -time special education

_instructor would be helpful in beginning education and rehabilitative‘

-

- S instructiqn to the nentally retarded of fender..

!
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TABLE 1

RANGE OF 1Q SCORES OF 20 INMATES

IQ?RANGE NUMBER|l
_40-50 B S
5060 _ 4

60-70:° 4

. 70-80 6
80-90 3
Above 9N f
TABLE 2 |
. LIST OF OPFENSES.
g | | .
| NUMBER OF
. INMATES UNDER
TYPE OF QFFENSE .. 1Q 75 :
Bad-thecks[ynlaﬁful Qse of ééed1t=¢arasl‘ 2
Car theft - 2
Laréeny ?nom.buiidtﬁg | ;11
“Breakinﬁ;andﬂéntéring | )
;'ermfna1 sexual conduct" 3
‘Reéeivingfsto1éﬁ:prqperty ‘ 2

Simp1e,a§sau1t-"
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