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,This bilpliography has beeCcompiled as part of a continuing
series designed to make information on relevant dissertations
available to users of the ERIC system. Morith1S, issues of Dissertation
,Abstracts International are reviewed in jrder to compile abstracts of
-dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible in
searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for dissertations
themselves is included Ft the end of the bibliography.

Abstracts of the fillowing dissertations are included in this
collection:

Ackerman, Terry Allan
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSESS-
MENT OF WRITING ABILITY FROM A
DECLARATIVE/PROCEDURAL
PERSPECTIVE

Barry, Francis Joseph
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION AS A
PREWRITING ACTIVITY: A
A NATURALISTIC 'INQUIRY

Beachem, Michael T.
AN INVESTICATION OF TWO
WRITING PROCESS INTERVENTIONS
ON THE RHETORICAL EFFECTIVENESS,
OF SIXTH GRADE WRITERS

Bridge, Thomas Gaylord
EFFECTS OF EVALUATION METHODS
IN LEARNING TECHNICAL WRITING
SKILLS

Bryant,'Brian Reid
THE RELATIONSHIP OF HOLISTIC
AND OBJECTIVE MEASUREMENT OF
TRANSCRIPTION AND COMPOSITION
COMPONENTS IN WRITTEN LANGUAGE

Bryant, Deborah Goforth
THE COMPOSING PROCESSES OF
BLIND WRITERS

Chesky, John Alan
THE EFFECTS OF PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
AND AUDIENCE ON WRITING
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Cotton, Helen'Donalene Smith
THE TEACHING OF CREATIVE
WRITING IN SELECTED. COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSIT_ES, 1970-80:
ISSUES, ACTIVITIES, AND
ENDS

Creeden, John E.
THE EFFECT OF HIGH SCHOOL
WRITING 'EXPERIENCES ON
SCORES ON THE UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN ENGLISH PLACEMENT
TEST

Ehizlich, Diane Berger
0 A STUDY OF THE WORD PROCES-

SOR AND COMPOSING: CHANGES
IN ATTITUDE AND REVISION
PRACTICES OF INEXPERIENCED

- STUDENT WRITERS IN A COLLEGE
COMPOSITION CLASS

Fablen, Miriam Gannon
USING'A LEARNING STYLES
APPROACH TO TEACHING COMPO-
SITION

Green, Constance Ruth
PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN THE
COMPOSING PROCESSES OF
KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN

Hanrahan, Calvin MacClarey
A COMPARISON OF TWO APPROACHES
TO USING WRITING ACROSS THE
CURRICULUM



Hayes, Barbara L.
THE EFFECTS OF IMPLEMENTING
PROCESS'WRITING INTO A
SEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH CUR-
RICULUM

Hayes, Ira.
AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF
SENTENCE COMBINING AS A
MEANS OF IMPROVING SYNTAC-
TIC MATURITY, WRITING QUALITY
AND GRAMMATICAL FLUENCY IN THE
,COMPOSITIONS OF REMEDIAL HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS

Healy, Mary K.
'WRITING IN A SCIENCE CLASS:
A CASE .STUDY OF. THE CONNEC-
TIONS BETWEEN WRITING AND
LEARNING

Holmes, Julia Goolsby
AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF THE
EFFECTS OF INDEPENDENT WRITING
TIME AND EXPOSURE TO A WRITING.
ROLE MODEL ON SELECTED KINDER-
GARTEN C4ILDREN

Jacobi, Martin James
LITERTURE AS EQUIPMENT FOR
WRITING: APPLICATIONS OF
KENNETH BURKE'S DRAMATISM TO
THE TEACHING OF COMPOSITION

Kean, Zonald -Kent
PERSUASIVE WRITING: ROLE OF
WRITERS" VERBAL ABILITY AND
WRITING ANXIETY WHEN WORKING
UNDER TIME CONSTRAINTS

Keech, Catharine Luca,
APPARENT REGRESSION IN STUDENT
WRITING PERFORMANCE AS A FUNC-
TION OF UNRECOGNIZED CHANGES
IN A TASK COMPLEXITY

Koenig, Jeffery L.
ENHANCEMENT OF MIDDLE SCHOOL
STUDENTS' WRITTEN. PRODUCTION
THROUGH THE USE OF WORD
PROCESSING

0

ti

5

LeFevte, Karen Burke
INFINITE CONVERSATION: A
SOCIAL PERSPECTIVE ON
`RHETORICAL INVENTION

Lewis,. Ruby Mae
TEACHING ENGLISH COMPOSI-
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APPROACH VERSUS A STRUCTURED
WRITING/LANGUAGE STUDY APPROACH
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McClaran, Nancy Lou .Eubanks
.
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Martin, June Maty
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TEACHING OF WRITING

Meiser, Mary Jordan
A COGNITIVE- PROCESS APPROACH
TO COLLEGE COMPOSITION: A
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
UNSKILLED WRITERS

Miller, Samuel Kirby
PLUGGING YOUR PENCIL INTO
THE WALL: AN INVESTIGATION
OF WORD PROCESSING AND .

t4RITING SKILLS AT THE
MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL

Moore, Wayne John, Jr.
CRITERIA AND CONSISTENCY
OF FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
EVALUATION: A NATIONAL
STUDY



Nichols, Randall Graham
THE EFFECTS 01P COMPUTER-
ASSISTED WRITING ON THE
COMPOSING PROCESSES OF BASIC
WRITERS

Piper, Karen Lee
AN .INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTS
OF SENTENCE COMBINING AND STORY
EXPANSION DELIVERED BY WORD
PROCESSING' MICROCOMPUTERS ON THE
WRITING ABILITY OF SIXTH GRADERS

Powell, Joyce Elaine
THE EFFECTS OF'SENTENOE COMBINING
ON THE WRITING OF.BASICrWRITERS
IN THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Quinn, Dennis P.
RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF INTEL-
LECTUAL PROCESSES IN STUDENT
WRITING: LINGUISTIC CUES IN
THE QUALITY-RATED WRITING OF
COLLEGE PRE-FRESHMEN

Rafoth, Bennett A.
AUDIENCE AWARENESS AND ADAPTA-
TION IN THE PERSUASIVE WRITING
OF PROFICIENT AND NONPROFICIENT
COLLEGE FRESHMEN

Shell, Kathy Lee
THE VAL1DATJON OF THE WRITING
ASSESSMENT TEST

Simeral, Rohald Maurice
THE EFFECTS OF ORAL AND
ORAL-VISUAL DICTATION
EXERCISES ON A SPECIFIC
WRITING SKILL OF SELECTED
COLLEGE DEVELOPMENTAL
STUDENTS

Stators, Jana Jo
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THROUGH TEACHER - STUDENT
INTERACTION IN DIALOGUE
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Thomas, Dene Kay
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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSESSMENT or WHITING
ABILITY FROM A DECLARATIVE/PROCEDURAL
PERSPECTIVE Order No. DA115039 73
AcKEReAAN. TERRY ALLAN. PH.D The University of Wisconsin -

Milwaukee, 1984 141pp. Supervisor. Professor Philip Smith

A moderate correlational relationship is often observed between
subscores from direct and indirect methods of writing assessment.
Using a cognitive model of writing, specific processes are identified
for each method of writing assessment. Based upon these processes,
s hypothetical ordinal continuum, representing the different
procedures measured by each type of assessment, is proesed. Thai
continuum, believed to parallel the stages of writing deyeloPertent, is
investigated using four measures of writing ability: a standardized
achievement test. A transformed version of the standardizes test anolse
two differere essay tasks Confirmatory factor analysis of the test
subscores suggest that differences between the direct and indirect
types of writing assessment are caused, at least partially, by the
differences in the number of identifiable procedures required by each
method.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION AS A PREWRITING ACTIVITY:
A NATURALISTIC INQUIRY Order No. DA842 142 5
BARRY, FRANCIS JOSEPH. PH.D. New York University, 1984. 208pp.
Chairman: Professor John S. Mayher

That study was a naturalistic inquiry into certain sociolinguistic
and composing behaviors of fair average ability twelfth graders as
they engaged in prewriting discussion and later performed written
tasks-en essay and a story.

The inquiry focused on three areas: discourse moves, social skills,
and procedures for planning and developing the written work. The
Participants tape recorded their discussions and were videotaped as
they performed the writing. Utterances were coded for discourse
moves and social skills, and the videotapes Provided nonverbal data
concerning physical activity and procedures during writing. At the
conclusion of the double writing assignment, the researcher
interviewed the participants individually to learn their understanding
of their planning and developing procedures.

The participants experienced greater difficulty structuring a
unified and coherent discussion for the poetic assignment (story) than
for the transactional (essay). Their social skills displayed a high
degree of group awareness and acceptance of individual
Participation.

No participant wrote an outline, and only one wrote notes. The
planning and developing procedures followed a pattern in which each
student formulated a theme or plot and then by a trial and error
oroceSS of accretion, wrote, with pauses to reflect, re-read and plan.

The participants in this study displayed an incomplete
understanding of the composing process. The study concludes that
Prewriting discussion can be a useful social activity for stimulating
invention and for relieving anxiety in students as they proceed
through the various phases of composing.

AN INVESTIGATION OF TWO WRITING PROCESS
INTERVENTIONS ON THE RHETORICAL EFFECTIVENESS OF
SIXTH GRADE WRITERS Order No. DAS* 24028
BEACHEM, MICHAEL T., Eo 0 PUtpIS Ufli. rsity The Stale U. of NIHIV
Jersey (New Brunswick). 1984. 143pp Crairperson: Maurie Hilison

The problem of instructing students in ways that contribute to
development in their rhetorical effectiveness in writing was the focus
of this investigation. The effects of two writing process interventions,
the New Jersey Writing Project (NJWP), and Sustained Student
Summary Writing (SSSW), on students' rhetorical competencies in
expressive and persuasive writing were examined. eta.

A quasi-experimental design (Borg a Gall, 1976), made up of one
comparison and two treatment groups (N = 128), was used in three
schools with a population of sixth grade writers. The two treatment
groups consisted of students exposed, in tneir respective schools, to
the New Jersey Writiri Project (NJWP) and Sustained Student
Summary Writing (SS W). Students in the comparison school
received no formal exposure to a specific wining intervention. Pre end
post study samples of expressive and persuasive writing were
collected and evaluated by a group of readers using the Primary Trait
Scoring (PTS) measure. An analysis of covariance, using the .05
confidence level, was applied to the collected data. Scheffe
procedures were used as a post hocinalyeers.

Within the limitations of this Study, the fallowing conclusion was
formulated: Comparing the three groups, students in the New armory
Writing Project (NJWP) scored significant higher on the expressive
writing dimension, while students in the comparison group sewed
significantly higher on the persuasive writing dimension. The null
hypothesis, which stated that no differences existed between the
three groups on studentt' rhetorical competencies in expressive and
persuasive writing, was partially rejected. Evidence was found in the
New Jersey Writing Project bffoup to support a developmental
relationship between the writing intervention and students' abilities in
expressive writing. Although data on the post hoc analysis wee
insufficient to justify conclusions concerning the relationship between
the comparison group and students' competencies in persuasive
writing, they did indicate the need for further investigation into this
relationship.

EFFECTS OF EVALUATION METHODS IN LEARNING
TECHNICAL WAITING SKILLS Order No. DA8425613
BRIDGE, THOMAS GAYLORD, PH.D. University of Missouri - Columbia,
1984. 97pp. Supervisor: Dr. Franklin J. King

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to ascertain the relative
eects that three selected evaluation methods would have on
student's level of achievement in Ir arning technical report weting
skills. The three methods utilized v.are: (1) traditional teacher
evaluation, (2) formal evaluation and (3) formal evaluation and
computer aided evaluation.

Method of Research. The students in the study were selected to
repro eat the population of industrial technology majors at Western
Illinois University Data for the study were obtained by a posttest only
measure of student achievement levels in learning technical report
writing skills One group was the control group and received only the
traditional teacher evaluation as feedback information for their
technical reports The second group received a formal evaluation
instrument as feedback information The third group received 4
C.Oribination of a formal evaluation instrument and a computer aided
vhluaiinn anelysis report RS feedback The formal evaluation

instrument viCIS developed tot this Gtucly by t1 eurvey of profeesionea



technical writer-5 find technical writing teachers The computer aided
evaluation analyeis was developed from tne GeneralMotors STAR
program with enhancements by integrating WordStar and SpellSter
Programs. The data were analyzed by a one-way analysis of variance
technique and an F test to answer the research question which
eougre to ascertain rt differing levels of evaluation feedback
information .vould significantly effect achievement learning pi
technical report writing skeli among groups Additionally, a Schefte
method of comparison was applied to ascertain ale, significant
differences between comparison groups.

Findings. The study revealed significant differences among the
groups in achievement levels. The F-value of 3 82 was attained and
when compared to an F-value table at two and flftyseven degrees of
freedom, significant differences were found to exist

Conclusion. The following conclusion was drawn. Instructors may
expect their students to achieve higher'levels of technical report
writing skills when they utilize a combination of a formal evaluation
instrument and computer aloed evaluation as a part of the
instructional procedure rather than when they receive only traditional
teacher evaluation.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF HOLISTIC AND OBJECTIVE
MEASUREMENT OF TRANSCRIPTION AND COMPOSITION
COMPONENTS IN WRITTEN LANGUAGE

Order No. DA8421672
BRYANT, BRIAN REID, PH.D. The University of Texas at Austin, 1984.
166pp. Supervising Professor: J. Lee Wiederholt

This study examined the relationships between holistic and
objective measurement techniques when selected aspects of written
language were evaluated. Specifically, subelements (i.e., idea
generation, vocabulary, grammar, capitalization/puctuation,
and legibility), components (transcription and composition), and total
performance ih writing were selected for examination. One hundred
eighty subject protocols, 30 each from grades 3 through B, were
selected from the standardization sample of the Test of Written
Language (Hammill and Larsen, 1983) for use in this study. Subtest
scores were available on each protocol and represented performance
based on an objective measure. Trained evaluator,. examined the
writing samples from the TOWL and their ratings on an analytic scale
designed by the author performance based on a holistic measure.

Correlational procedures wereeroployed to determine the
relationships which existed between performance scores on TOWL
subtests and the corresponding holistic subelement ratings of
evaluators Results indicated that moderate rely nships existed
between the evaluet ion methods for all writing su laments.

Correlation procedures were also used to exami the
relationships which existed between composition sc when
evaluated using objective and holistic measures, and tra ription
scores when evaluated using objective and holistic measures.
Resulting coefficients suggested that a moderate relationship existed
between evaluation methods when components of writing were
measured

Correlational procedures were again employed to examine the
interrelationships which existed among objective test scores,
analytic/holistic .cores, and general impression/holistic stores when
total writing performance was measured Results indicated the
existence of strong ieterrelationships among evaluation measures.

Several analyses were conducted to determine it student
cles.sifications into one of four categories (Nth composition/high
transcription, high corneosition/low transcription, low
composition/low transcription, or low COmpositiociflow transcription)
were affected by method of evaluation. Resutts indicated that
agreement between placements Primed on evaluation measures wk

significantly greater than that winch would be expected by chance
These findings illustrate the value of both objective and holistic
measures in evaluating student writing performance The implications
for eleneral, remedial, and special education lie chiefly in the empirical
documentation of inclinations and verif ication of the relationships
between objective arei hoeatrc measurement techniques

THE COMPOSING PROCESSES OF iILIND WRITERS
Order No. DA 8501 457

Bey ANY, DEBORAH Gorowtrti, .D. North Texas State University, 1984.
222pp.

An examination of the composing processes of blind writers was
conducted to determine the strategies used by these composers. Two
individuals blind from birth and two persons blinded later in Me
partizipated in the study.

Using participant observation and stimulated recall, the researcher
examined the composing processes of these subjects. Each
individual participated irvrour writing sessions and used the compose-

aloud technique whereby the composer repeats orally any thoughts
that occur during writing. In addition, an interview was conducted
with each participant wh'rh provided a writing history, attitude toward
writing, and composing strategies.

Results of the research indicated that blind writers une the same
basic processes of writing as reported for sighted writers. Blind
writers in this study did not make written plans prior to writing and
spent between one and four minutes in prewriting. Planning was an
ongoing feature of the composing process. The writers in this study
demonstrated the recursive feature of composing. Rescanning was a
continual part of their composing sessions. Three of the subjects
reported using rescanning for planning and ediling One individual
reported using rescanning for editing only. '1

Some differences were found in the blind writers as compared to
the research on sighted composers. First, blind writers averaged 39
rescansions per essay, while research on the sighted reported
approximately six reecansions in each session. The difference in the
number of rescansions between these two groups may be a result of
the blind writer's need to locate position on the page or from a
difference in short-term memory in the sighted and nonsighted.

Writers blind from birth demonstrated a difference in the abiitty to
organize an essay in the extensive mode. These composers roads no
global plans. Rather they allowed the writings to unfold as they wrote.
This research would indicate that sight may have a role in composing

THE EFFECTS OF PRIOR KNOWLEDGE AND AUDIENCE ON
WRITING Order No. DA842840 7
CHESKY, JOHN ALAN, ED D - university of Kentucky, 1984, 136pp.
Director: Dr. Elfrieda Hiebert

This study examined the effects of low and high prior knowledge
and peer and teacher audiences on students' writing. Eighty high
school juniors wrote a letter to the editor. Half of the students wrote
about a topic on which they had low prior knowledge ("tobacco price
supports") and half wrote about a topic on which they had high prior
knowledge ("the problem with teachers") Half of the students in each
prior knowledge group wrote to their peers and the other half wrote to
their teacher.

Analyses of variance showed that the students in the high prior



;red Significantly higher Ulan !,tudents low
; k ,0 on the rn,-,asures of scorinq
phgth see c seee ,041ing titalernenIS Analses cif prior knovvielge
mlects did n 1 rovei,11 winitiL-Ant reyilts. however on the
l'+easuref,i 01 cory:.sion, me-an r unit ieouth, and errors Also analyses
of adience effects.; and the Ir. teraction effect did not stow significant
mean differences on any of the writing measures

In addition, analyses of prior knowledge effects revealed
statistically signifkant results on three of the responses on the sell-
report survey "Involvement," "liking," and "ease Again analyses of
audience effects and the interaction effect did not show sienificant
differences on any of the Involvement Survey responses

The correlational analyses also demonstrated statistically
significant relationships between the three prior knowledge measures
(fluency, organization, and combination) and several of the writing
and affect measures.

In conclusion, students who wrote with a high level of prior
knowledge wrote quantitatively more, qualitatively better, were more
involved in their writing, liked their writing, and fouhd the task of
writing much easier than students who wrote eith a low level of prior
knowfege. Students who wrote for their peers as an ungraded activity
did not, however, produce better written products than students who
wrote for their teacher as a graded activity

THE TEACHING OF CREATIVE WRITING IN SELECTED
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, 1970-1980: ISSUES,

ACTJVITIES, AND TRENDS Order No. DA8503639
Cotton, HELEN DONALENE Seism, PH.D. George Peabody College for
Teachers of Vanderbilt University, 1984. 102pp: Major Professor:
Robert Whitman

This study examines the issves. activities, and trends in leaching
creative writing in American colleges and universities, 1970-1980.
Information was obtained by reviewing articles, surveying a sample Of
114 teachers, and examining forty-six course outlines.

Chapter I presents the rationale and states the problem: to identity
and record issues. activities, and trends in order to provide teachers
and students with resources to supplement present information.
Chapter II reviews articles on the teaching of creative writing. Chapter
III presents an analysis of questionnaire responses. Chapter IV
resents information from the course outlines, Chapter V examines

findings.
--.,:i9e of the finding, are: that the teachers are usually qualified

writers who think of th4rnselves as specialists; that courses are
available for most stugents; that most teachers use many and varied
methods, no textbooks or few, that workshops, journals. and
portfolios are popular that publication is not necessarily a goal, but
that the nurturing cf the imagination and strengthening of writing
ShillS are goals.

THie EFFECT OF HIGH SCHOOL WRITING EXPERIENCES ON

SCORES ON THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN ENGLISH

PLACEMENT TEST Order No, DA85006ri9

CrifirDEN. JOHN E PH D The University of Wisconsin - Madison, 1984

205pp Supervisor Professor Joseph F Kauffman

This study examiried the relationship between high school writing
experiences and stores on the UniverSityOf Wisconsin English
Placement Test ( UWEPT) Students' writing in English and non-

sgliSh Deptir-tment courses was analyzed to determine if those with

"'M0 in Strut lion in t'orhoosition and increll frequency 01 writiny

e..

(11)130rtunities scored high,a4 n UWEP1 then those MI:, did norhave
similar experiences

Information on high school writing was obtained by interviewing 85
randomly selected fresnne n in the College of I esters and Science at
UW-Madison. A questionnaire was developer, asking students to
describe writing experiences. Including number of composition
courses completed, and the frequency of wilting and use of revision
and prewriting activities in English and non-English Department
courses. Other independent variables analyzed were high school
rank, number of academic units, number of units of Enelish, and self -
assessment of writing skills compared to high school and college
peeroi. Data on socioeconomic status were collected to determine its
effect of UWEPT score

A multiple regression analysis, using UWEPT as the dependent
variable, and Pearson correlations were used to measure the
association between UWEPT score and the variables describing high
school writing.

None of the variables used in the multiple regression predicted
UWEPT core Significant correlations were found between UWEPT
score and academic units, rank, composition courses completed, use
of self-revision in composition ciaurSes, and self-assessment of writing
skills compared to high school and college peers. Variables
developed to measure frequency of writing and u of revision in
literature and non-English Department courses showed no significant
correlation with UWEPT score.

The findings confirm that instruction in composition is essintsil in
developing good writing, The data suggest that UWEPT does not
date& important differences in students' high school writing
experiences and does not measure comprehensively students' writing
abilities. Student responses indicate that they are not writing
frequently in high school and using good writing techniques such as
revision or rewriting activities.

Based on the findings, recommendations to develop a more
comprehensive English placement test and to foster increased and
better instruction in composition were presenfisd.

A STUDY OF THE WORC.i PROCESSOR AND COMPOSING:
CHANGES IN ATTITUDE ANS REVISION PRACTICES OF
INEXPERIENCED STUDENT WRITERS IN A COLLEGE
COMPOSITION CLASS Order No. DA8423553
&niers DIANE BERGER, PH.D. The Universit)! of Iowa, 1984. 259pp.
Supervisor: Associate Professor John W. Conner

This study explored the effects of the computer as a word
processor upon the composing process of student writers enrolled in
a Composition course at Kirkwood Community College. A case study
methodology was selected so as to observe the use of this technology
in an instructional setting to answer several questions (1) Is there a
change in student attitude in regard to writing? (2) Are there changes
in the amount and types of revisions that occur because students are
u sng the word processor? (3) How can the word processor best be
used for the teaching of writing?

Student attitude was observed through the use of student mum**,
writing profiles, attitude surveys, and direct observation Students
'r-hO used the word processor showed a definite Improvement in their
ettltude towards writing and became more confident writers beceadler
of the ease of editing.

S4)1( essays were analyzed according to a matrix whic:i Labulated
he operations of addition deletion. substitute)", and reordering,

ihees operations were divided into domains of punctuation, word,
phrase/clause. sentence. and meaning chunk. Whereas most
students revising handwritten copies tend to make surface level
revisions. these student'. iio used the Nord processor expanded
their operations to revise more holistically, reordering as well as
adding. substituting, and deleting

7 ht, group of Student;, wno continur-,1 lo tiv, the ward hroceqsor



attershey had revised the required terse assignments wrote longer
essays, revised more frequently, and exhibited a more positive
attitude towards writing their additional experience allowed them to
compose with the word processor without an interruptic'y in the flow
of threr thoughts while they were wi

Because the majority of the stui.ents working with the word
processor began to see writing as a recursive process rather than a
stopbystip procedure involving discrete stages, this seems a natural
focus for teachers of writing. The word procesior might best be used
for teaching the recursive process. concentrating student attention
upon revising rather than upon recopying.

USING A LEARNING STYLES APPROACH TO TEACHING

COMPOSITION Order No. DA842216

MiliAA4 GANNON. A D Th El University of Michigan,,,1984.

262pp. Chairman. Richarc W Bailey

Atter examining the concept of learning styles and asserting their
importance in the coilegeclessroom. the dissertation explores ways
information about individual styles can be used in teaching writing. It
investigates the hypothesis that helping students identify and develop
their individual styles and adopt new strategies will result in better

writing and improved attitudes about writing. The hypothesis was

tested using two remedial composition classes, one of which was

taught from a learning styles perspective while the other served as a

comparison class. The conduct of the learning styles class involved

three steps: t1) identification of students' individual learning styles in

terms of field dependence/independence, sensorymotor preference,
and levelf proCessing; (2) instruction designed to develop the
preferred style, and, (3) learning about and employing alternate
strategies The indicators used to measure outcomes were
performance in writing impromptu essays, the amount of improveinent
in writing, and changes in attitude from beginning to end of semester.
Outside readers evaluated the essays as to unity, coherence,
adequate development, and accuracy. Attitude changes were
measured by means of an objective Attitssie Survey. Twenty-six
students began each class. Results were mixed, Fourteen (of 17)

comparison students wrote final essays judged competent while 12

(of 20) learning styles students did so. Improvement was shown by

twelve comparison and eleven learning styles students. Changes in

attitudes were all.favorable in the learning styles class. Two changes
in the companion class were favorable; all others were unfavorable.
Three factors may have influenced the outcome of the impromptu

writing scores: (1) six low readers: (10.0 or below) completeci the
learning styles class whereas none completed the comparison class;
(2) the comparison instructor added a familiar topic to those intended

for the final essay, and, (3) the learning styles instructor did not

emphasize the "three reasons" pattern of organization sufficiently.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN THE COMPOSING PROCESSES

OF KINDERGARTEN CHILDRFN Order No. DA5429 2 17

GRUEN, CONSTANCE RUTH. Pw D. The University of Honda, 1984.

192pp. Chairperson Linda Leonard Lamme

ThieStedy investigated the mpact of a home composing
Curriculum on kindergarten children's concepts about print (a

ri'''.sltre of reading readiness). writing fluency (the number of words

ri_in write). and writing achievement. In addition, the study

in . gender differences on the above measures. types of

nrit.il done by children at home. and family members with whom

(AC

A sample of 74 children was drawn from tour kindergarten classes,
two at a university laboratory school and two at a public school.
Parents of children in the treatment group participated in a parent
workshop and received a booklet whicreintroduced the concept of
writing with young children, the importance of writinp. and the
interrelationship between writing and reading. During the ten-week
treatment period parents and children wrote together At home several
Sales each week The home writing samples were brought to selsool
for sharing time with other children in the treatment group.

Data were analyzed by analysis of covariance, using the Concepts
about Print test as the covariate. This procedure was conducted for
each of the five dependent variables: Concepts about Print posttest,
writing fluency, and three writing achievement samples. The
treatment group was found to be significantly higher on the Concepts
about Print test, writing fliesses and the first posttest of writing
achievement. There were signifleaiit gender differences on any of
the measures.

Data from parent response sheets iiidicated that these chifdren
wrote notes. letters, and lists more than other types of writing. They
wrote with their mothers or alone more often than with otherfamily
members.

The findings of this study suggest that a flexible home composing
curriculum, combined with the sharing of writing at school can have
an impact on reading readiness. the number of Words children can
write, and possibly writing ability.

A COMPARISON OF TWO APPROACHES TO USING
WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM Order No. DA842111 7
HANRAMAN, CALVIN MACCLAREY, Eo.D. University of Georgia, 1984.
95pp. Director: Dr. Carol J. Fisher

Because of recent emphasis urion the process of writing, rather
than Os product of writing, educetors see writing not only as a means
of communicating knowledge, but also as a part of the acquisition of
knowledge. What is not yet clear is whether writing about a discipline
other than English should be an integralsart of the English
composition class, dual subject approach, or whether writing about a
discipline should be condi.'cted within the discipline, single subject
mcirosch (Kinneavy, 1983). Over a two-year period, writing samples,
writing attitude surveys, and final grades in a history class were
collected to deter's:1)e which of the two approaches to writing about
and within a discipline are effective in improving quality of writing,
changing attitude toward writing, end enhancing learning. One group
had a dual class program in which World Civilization content served
tithe reading conteht for the English class, and the students' writing
assignments were about.the World Civilization content. A second
group had a single class program in which the content and writing
assignments in the English clats were the same as in all of the English
classes at the college. The World Civilization class was the same for
both groups; the students wrote more within the discipline under the
direction of a professor who had received training at two writing
across the curriculum workshops. The English professor received the
same training. Prewriting and post-writing samples and pre-writing
attitude and postwriting attitude surveys were taken from each group
as well as final exam grades in the Worid Civilisation courses. The
writing samples and attitude surveys were scored, nod !tests were
used to.determine differences between pre- and pc 1-writing samples
and pre- and Posattaude surveys. Pearson produc -moment
correlations were used to determine relationships between post-
writing samples and post-attitude surveys and between lost- writing
samples and final World Civilization grades.

There were no significant differences in the pre-writing and post -
writing samples of both the dual subject group and the single subject
group There were significant differences in the pre-wreng attitude
and post writing attitude surveys of the dual subject group, but there



were. no significant differences in the prewriting attitude and post
eeting attitude surveys of the single eubtect group There was
significant correlation between postwriting samples and post writing
attitude surveys for both,groups, and there was no significant
correlation between post writing samples and final (main grades in
World Civilization for both groups

THE EFFECTS OF IMPLEMENTING 'elOCESS WRITING INTO
A SEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH CUR JICULUM

Order No, DA8425249
Hers, BARBARA L . EDO. DeltaiStatb University, 1984. 114pp.

The study examined the effetts-Of a ninweek process writing unit
upon seventh grade students in two English classes. It also observed
changes in the curriculum of the school's other seventh grade English
classes.

Subjects (N 139) were 12 and 13yearold students in a junior
high school's six English classes. Two classes (N a 42) became the
study's treatment group exposed to a nineweek process writing unit.
The other four English classes (N a 97) were observed for changes In
the usual classroom procedures as a result of English faculty share
sessions.

The Language Expression and Language Mechanics subtests of
the California Achievement Tests were administered as pretests ere
posttests to measure changes in the treatment gro'up's language
ability. Pretest and posttest writing samples from all subjects
indicated changes in the writing ability of both groups. A follow-up
questionnaire and an interaction analysis provided data on the effects
of the faculty Share sessions.

The findings led to the conclusion that a process writing unit in
nine weeks did not improve language ability skills of the treatment
group but did allow the students to maintain these skills. Seventh
grade students may need more practice of skills, also, to improve their
writing, ability when writing is holistically rated. The range of writing
ability 43 measured by the study's analytic scale may have been
insufficient. Time constraints may have affected the rating procedure.
einatty, with encouragement, teachers in the study may introduce the
process approach into the school's English curriculum. Also, students
in the treatment group perceived writing to' be enjoyable.

Three curriculum recommendations came from the findings_ 1%
school's principal might encourage the English teachers to continue
the share sessions, to become change agents, and to betrained in
holistic scoring.

Several recommendations for further research were made. This
study should be replicated, using a longer time period. Rater training
and rating procedures using time as a variable 7hould be investigate°.
Comparisons between university and secondary writing instructors as
raters should be made. Procedures should be investigated by which
secondary Engllish eachers can become more effective change
agents.

AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF SENTENCE COMBINING AS

A MEANS OF IMPROVING SYNTACTIC MATURITY, WRITING

QUALITY AND GRAMMATICAL FLUENCY IN THE

COMPOSITIONS OF REMEDIAL HIGH
rd

SCHOOL STUDENTS
Oer No. UA8424227

Hares, IRA, Eo D Columbia university Teachers College, 1984.

lyipp, Sponsor Professor Lucy McCormick Calkins

This experiment tested three related hypotheseswheter
remedial eleventh grade students trained in sentence combining

would show more growth in syntactic maturity, greater improvement

in a,ritirlg quality, and greater reduction in incidence of basic errors

then rirnil1 r students in traditional classes. Ninety remedial students

randomly assigned to one of four classes, two of which

le per trnenifil group) TnceivE,'d twenty six lessons rn sentenee

combining in one semester, while the other tvo (control group) had
none Each of two teachers taught an experimental and control clasS

Data on six factors of syntactic maturity and three factors of
grammatical fluency (run-ons, fragments, verb inflection errors) were
collected and analyzed for signITIcance at the 05 level from narrative
compositions students wrote as pre and post tests To compare
writing quality of the two groups, a system of forced choices between
matched pairs of post test compositions was used.

Results showed thee when compared to the control group,
sentence combiners experienced significant growth on two of six
factors of syntactic maturity and approached significant growth on
two others. One teacher was more successful than the other with her
sentence combining group. The comparison of writing quality favored
neither group One teacher. however, was more successful wito the
control group, the other with the experimental group. The study thus

Suggests that teacher personality, rather then a particular pedagogy,
may account for some effectiveness in teaching writing skills. In
assessing grammatical fluency, differences beteareen groups were
insignificant in number of run-ons and verb errors. The experimental
group wrote significantly fewer fragments, but incidence of error here
was minute to begin with.

One explanation of the results is that eleventh grade basic writers
are part of a syndrome of failure. Sentence combining instruction may
be somewhat successful in altering their syntactic behavior. However,in this study, when compared to conventional methods, it was notsuperior in improving writing quality. Both methods were intellective inteaching orror reduction. One speculate* whether twenty. six lessons
in one semester is enough with any method for such writers to gain
control over sentences, reduce error, and improve writing que!ity,

WRITING IN A SCIENCE CLASS: A CASE STUDY OF THE
CONNECTIONS BETWEEN WRITING AND LEARNING

Order No, DA8421446
HeALY, MARY K., Pm.D. New York University, 1984. 275pp.
Chairperson: Professor Gordon Pradl

In the field of written composition there is general agreement ihst
tbe act of writing is a powerful means df learning for the writer.
Recently there has been interest in increasing the use of writing rn
school subjects across the curriculum. C.,:rrent research in this arise
emphasizes the need for increased writing both as an aid to students'
understanding of a subject and to their development as writers.

This study explored the cr. nteiction.s between utudent writing and
learning in a seventh grade biology class end documented the
teacher'* attempts to both introduce new type* of writing assignments
in her class and to treat this writing in ways more congruent with her
growing understanding of her own writing procrsses.

The findings show that the teacher assigned writing almost every
dky, both for completion in ele,ea and for homework. But only rarely
did the students use these writing assignments to make personal
connections with Mw subject matter, to reconstruct it using their own
language. or to raise speculative questions about the material.
Possible reasons for this finding include the teacher's conflicting
goals for her students' learning of science, her uncertain
understanding of the role written language played in this learning,
and her inconsistent instruction for and follow-up to the wnting
assignments she made. This latter inconsistency watt found during all
the stages of the writing assignment cycle, described in this study es
all the events associated with a writing assignment, from the teacher's
introduction and its reception by the students, to the teacher's follow-
up to the students' work via oral or written comments, and her further
instructions.

This study revealed a basic disjunction between the teacher's
desire to introduce new writing assignments to aid her students'
learning and her prectical knowledge of t Ow to introoece and f
up such assignments effectively with her students.

The results of the study also yielded a iplications for the use of
writing in science classes, in preservice ; >d inservice courses for
science teachers. and in possible directe es for future research into
tee connections between writing and bear .rig in subject area
classrooms



AN EX PETHMENTAt STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF
INDEPENDENT \Ng! T ING f HMI'. AND EXPOSURE TO A
WRITING ROLE. MoDEL ON 1".;E:LECIED KIN('ERGAFITEN
CHILDREN Order No. D48423485
eskers. JULIA Goce.sey En 0 Mc University of Alabama, 1984

--128rep

This study was conducted to determine if there was any significare
difference in the gain scores related to (a) concepts about print,
lb) writing vocabulary. and (c) prereading performance among three
groups of selected kindergarten childrenan experirneetal group
receiving opportunities for independent writing and expos ere to a
writing role model in the school environment, an experimental group
receiving opportunities for independent writing without a writing role
modal end a control group receiving no specific treatment Subjects
were placer] randomly into one of three research groups to assure 24
subieets in each group Experimental Group 1 wee provided with
independent writing time and exposure to a writing role model
Experimental Group 2 was provided with independent writing time,
by without the writing role model The Control Group was provided
with writing skill sheets The treatment was provided for 20 minutes, 3
oays a week for he Fe week duration of the study.

The data revealed a siellifesant differences between the
experimental groups and the control group with respect to gains in
concepts about print There was a significant difference between
Experimental (Troup 1 and the other two groups with respect to gains
in writing vocabulary Non significant difterences were found between
the three eroeps with respect to gains in prereaciing ekills.

The .dings of this study suggested that independent writing time
had par' ve effects on children's acquisition of concepts about
erintee .anguage It also suggested that indeoendient writing time with
exposure to a writing role model in the school environment had
positi.--e effects on children's writing vocabulary performance.
However independent writing time, with or without a writing role
model, did not significantly affect the prereading skill as determined
by The Metropolitan Readiness Tests.

Implications are that children come to school with a wealth of
knowledge about print that could be aPp4ed to formal instruction in
reading and writing. More research is needed to clarify the role of
independent writing time in the school curriculum. Also, the effects of
a writing role model at different grade levels need to be determined.

LITERATURE AS EQUIPMENT FOR WRITINCI:
APPLICATIONS OF KENNETH BURKE'S DRAMATISM TO
THE TEACHING OF COMPOSITION Order No. DA8422849

JC0111, MARTIN Wien. D University of Oregon, 1$94 168pp.
Adviser John T Gage

Effective writing exhibits the intention of the author fitted to the
needs, desires. interests, knowledge. expenencewhat Kenneth
Burke calls the onentationof toe reader To achieve ttits fit, authors
must consider topics from the perspectIves of their audiences.
Students who can do this ere termed -relativists" by William G. Perry,
and their cognitive acts demonstrate what Jean Piaget terms "formal
operational thinking

Burke, Perry, and Plaget believe that as human beings mature
ohys,cally. intellectually. and ethically, they become able to develop
the skills required for reetorice.' fluency Research on cognitive
development shows that while college freshmen are capable of such
wilts, very few have developed them Thus, instructors of freshmen
composition teach an art requiring formal operational thinking and
relateesm to concrete dealiste.

This Study explores the usefulness of Burke's dramatreei for
'reproving rhetoi 'cal fluency, and offers 9,orne appliceteme of ht

theory to a methodology and a method for tea C hing ; re Si

two cnapters describe th::; deveiopment and eth-',.ts of nortA

and end by discussing how the 'technological psychosis- Bie ke s

term for the socioeconomic :eaves( that has seapee the modem
age--has led to instruction in composition that neglects cognitive
development.

The last Part of this study shows hOve 9,10 e s dramatism can
improve instruction in composition His philosopre assumes the
relativity of all orientations, considere the ramifications of this
relativity, and offers a system for bridging onei itations and thereby
communicating ApoSed to composition, dramatism would use literary
work* that that expose students to alternative, powerful perspectsses.
In order to introduce the diseeu abnum which induces cognitive
development By means of dramaestic analyses, students gain
experience in analyzing and understanding other perspectives SO that
they become able. uhen writing, to respond to the orientationsof thee
audiences and thereby to discover and expand shared beliefs.

PERSUASIVE WRITING:
ABILITY AND WRITING
TIME CONSTRAINTS
Keefe DONALD KENT, PH D.

Director' Shawn M. Glynn

ROLE OF WRITERS VERBAL
ANXIETY Se HEN WORKING UNDER

Order No. DA8427549

University of Goole/a, 1984 84pp.

The persuasive writing skills of undergraduate students wee

examined. The students were asked to produce persuasive letters to

convince a school board to accept either a pro or con stand on
corporal penishment in the classroom. In Experiment 1, the students

were limited in the amount of time they had to produce the letters In

Experiment 2. the students had an unlimited amount of time to

produce their letters. In both experiments, the students' Scholastic.

Aptitude Test v ,"rbal ability scores were positively correlated with
holistic ratings of quality, and negatively correlated with their writing

anxiety and mechanics errors. Taken together, the findings indicated

that verbal ability facilitates persuasive writing performance, while
writing anxiety inhibits it. the findings also provided some support for

the notion that verbal ability largely determines writing anxiety.
Finally, the findings suggested that the availability of additional

writing time does not necessarily lead to fewer mechanics errors or

greater production of original arguments.

APPARENT REGRESSIOP'' IN STUDENT WRITING
PERFORMANCE AS 4 FUNCTION OF UNRECOGNIZED
CHANGES IN TASK COMPLEXITY Order No. DA842lOO7

Kricm, CATHARINE LUCAS, PH.D. University of California. Beti4ofey,

1984. 396pp.

The study addresses the problem of unexpected drops in scores
art sequences of essay tests, identifying sornt, cases of apparent
egression in performance level as a function of unevaluated changes

in the weting task: as some students attempt more in writing, they lose
control of rhetor:cal niceties traditionally rewarded by readers, or they
mix methods of text construction proper to different kinds of texts
which they hove not yet fully differentiated, crowing perfoimenee
scores to drop. A new method of classifying discourse' types is
presented which allows more precise linguistic, and II etorral

- AW,,-
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1 It,', -(1 of chat !AO( :1() drtterently swift One ,Y7 sting occasion
next, and well h mai J POssibie a set of teetabie hypotheses

step the effects on performance scores of changes in task cons' oil
me ne., disCOU!se Zypology is aompar 'd to existing discourse
classifying systems ano 'Oust, ated by references to published essay~
and samples of student texts In addicsn, a longitudinal sample of
student essays from the high school years is analyzed and three case
stsdieS are presented ow ow ir,.e3Se1 in text awareness
eaten a text type (sieh as nerretion) appaar -stilt in improved
scores sr, the student moves from oovice to ex s., .1 status, ehtle
seace to a new text type (as from narratiun to exposition) may result
in drops in scores as students attempt to use composing skills
different in kind from ftiarriedy mastered The study outlines a
developmentet hierarch/ ,s compatible with current theories of
:ognitive development ails, suggests nee epplications of those
theenes to writing, especially &et no the eriset and consolidation of
.!ormal Operations implications for evaluating and teaching writing
ars d Ise usseee

NHANCEMENT OF MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS' WRITTEN
PHODUCTION THROUGH THr 1' E OF WORD PROCESSING

Order No DA8427887
Koeere, Jearefer L . Prr D Kansas State timverf,ity, 1984 100pp

1- her study examined le possibility the use of a word processor
would eignifiCartly enhai ce the quality of students' written
production From a volur leer sample of middle school students. forty
subjects were randomly selected actually to participate. Those forty
were randomly assigned to either treatment or a contrc,I group and,
under eech condition. to ether a power or a time constrained group.
leestment group subjects were trained in the .se of a microcomputer
word prociesor and produced a creative writ. j sample after training.
Control suisects produced a freehand creati.e writing sample shich
eu transf ormed to the word processor exactly as hand written. The
rudents' writings were scored blind by an independent professional
sting cOrporation providing two separate scores, one for

mechanics, another for usage. In addition. subiec were timed for
completion and revision and completed servant, differer hal attitude
surveys on the constructs 'writing', 'word processing', and
computers'.

Four two dimensienal multivariate analyses of variance were
utilized le examine effei ences among and across the four groups on
the seven dependent measures Univariate analyses of variance were
un in the presence of significant multivariate effects and the Tukey

Honestly Significant Difference technique was used to explore
srenelcant interactions

Significantly more positive attitudes toward the constructs 'writing'
and 'computers acre reported by control group subiects While no
differences were found 00 time for completion, treatment subjects

spent Significantly more time in the revision of their work. Treatment
f:tubjects nie re i ated as havihg performed significantly better than
Lotto' subleats on both inechenics and usaee No significant effects

fel the po eer time constrained conditions were found
emcee mg 10e q0)ups u.,10,4 attitude and performaece sabres

simultanerisly pea, ided rear tly the same conclusions as had the

primary anaeses
the Lew*, uree ere: led results et the attitude ratings were

pli)111C11 rally of the timing of administration of tea s ;ace

Sal tre,ttrot=n1 no1 spend Nignific3ritty more time rri
orlitily to initial expectations hot apparently

tee lising microcomputer Nord processing do tsperei more time

eg t0c_Ir is nt 'ac t prncim P 7;f1V`f1(11 ()do( to in

! ;PO weer

INFINITE CONVERSATION! ,a SOCIAL PERSPEC TIVE ON
RHFTORICAL INVENTION Order No. DA842C526
'..afevae, KAREN Buaaa, ea/Lis/eau( Potytacene, nstitute, 1984,
419pp

Since the nineteenth century, rhetorical invention has been
portrayed in America as indracluaestic The "Platonic" s aw
cf invention that prevails in composition etecry and ; dagogy sees
truth as accessible by ourely individual efforts As in Plato's story of
the soul that unfolds its wings when reminded of the ideal reality it
once beheld, this view holds that invention is the; recovery and
expression of an individual's latent ideas, inner voice, or innate
cognitive structures.

White this Platonic view encourages sethexpression and reassures
writers of their resource sithin, it presents an inc.enplete picture Of
wee tion. This study areueethet invention is best understood as a
Sze act in which an individual who is at the same time a social being

cts dialectically with society and culture in a distinctive way to
crea somethir eew Invention is seen as a rhetorical act involving
see ing and w ing at times resolving meee than one persons,
beginning with a writer and ending with A reesier, and extending over
time through a series of transaction and ts es,

Invention is social in many ways. One 11, ente with language that is
socially created and shared. Invention often occurs through an
;mem& dialogue with an imagined other, in a socially learned
process. Invention is enehled by an internal social construct of
Audience, which supplies premises and str,.::tures of beliefs that
guilds the writer. Writers invulve other people as collisbora,ors, or as
editors whose ^omments aid invention, or as "resonator," whO
nourish the development of ideas. To create discourses such st^
contra, ts, treaties, and business proposals, two or morn' writers must
invent trigether. Finally, invention is powerfully influenced by 10641
collectives, such of nstitutidns, bureaucracies, and governments,
ti s transmit toper .ations and prohibmores, encouraging certain
ideas and discouraging others.

The study discusses the implications of viewing invention as a
sacral act and concludes that composition theory and pedagogy
shoukl be revised to take, into ;count the social retaking:Nos that ire
lit rer essary foundation for the xicsi invention.

TEACHING ENGLISH COMPOSITION w DEVELOPMENI duo

STUDENTS AT THE LOLLEGE LEVEL, A FREE
WRITING/LANGUAGE STUDY APPROACH VERSUS A
STRUCTURED WRITING /LANGUAGE STUDY APPROACH

Order No. D48428129
Lewis, Rues MAE, Pa D Kansas State University, 1984. 135OP.

The purpose cl this study was to determrne if a free
writing/language study approach was more effective in teaching
developmental students English composition as compared to a
traditional structured writing; language study approach. Two intact
experimental groups were used in this study,' Group 1 serving as a
treatment group and Group 2 as a comparison group. Group 1 (22
subjects) wss exposed to the tree writing/language study approach;
Group 2 (30 subjects) was exposed to the structured
writing /language study approach The population was comprised of
'are year and secondyear students enrolled in the Developmental

,glisn Program at Grambling State University during the 1983 7.all

Writing sample's were used as a measure of student writing
performance Teri compositions. inclusive of a pretest and posttest.
rare evaluated to deter nine the effects of the free writing arid
structurr d writing trr iients A holistic method of evaleation was
employed in the sf 'lip of individual compositions

1 calm, ,:.;ition
o)ti--'d for o, swill quay rising a I (:()%vi_St 041M through fit



qualili) sr. ale Evaluations were beset, on the following
cr,lerra (Looker and Odell. 1977) realization (the extent to Nh ') the

directly rpfk.cti the wilterA Own experience), comprer, asion,
organization, density of iriforr Ilion, and control of written language

Scores for the pretest and ail other cxper 'mental compositions
,mere analyzed by means of the ttest for two independent samples
The r -test and posttest scores were compared by filjans of the one-
way ialysis of variance technique.

The hypothesis tested was that of no jnificant difference in the
quallt of the w. sting performance of developmental students-taught
English composition using a free writing/language study approach as
compared to developmental stud, nts taught using a traditional
structured writing/language study approach Based upon the results
of the data collected in this study. the null hypothesis was retained at
the 0 05 signific,ince level The free writing/language study approach
and the structured writing/language study approach to teaching
English composition appeared to be statistically equal in their effect,
on the writing performance of developmental students, with respect to
the time element c,nsidered rn administerinq the two treatments.

LEARNING, TEACHING, AND WRITING: A WORKSHOP
USING TANSPARENCIES Order No. DA114241181
LOUTH, Rieman° HENRY, P D University of Virginia, 1913. app.

Pee One 'Learning, Teaching. and Wnting," concerns the
relationseip between learning theory and approaches to teaching
writing. This discouree examines theoreen learning and writing,
explores traditional techniques and recent alternatives, and proposes
a new technique, based on the principle of active learning, for
teaching writing to large classes. Educators suggest that because
learning is a process requiring initiatiee, contradiction, and
experiment, the teacher serves best as a "facilitator" yefroa without
forfeiting his traditional authority, maintains an atmosphere of inquiry
end interaction. Also, researcher in wridng describe writing as an
active process of communication 61 id 'rely that composition is best
learned through active engagement in the process--through
discovery, dialogue, and experiment II. the classroom. Traditional
"receptive" methods of instruction and recent "active" alternatives,
despite their strengths. often prove ineffective in large writing classes.
A modified woreshop using the whole class, students' writing, and
trareverencies is demonstrated to be both theoretically sound and
practici r teaching writing to classes of twenty or more students.

Part o Faulkner's Sanctuaries," concerns Faulkner's ironic:
use of sanctuaries in seven novels. Most of Faulkner's characters
seek and ,ind sanctuary, but few find unambiguous havens. The
majority of his characters discover double-natured sanctuaries-
shelters both ordered arid chaotic which provide refuge yet imprison.
Bayard Sailor*. the Compsons, the Bundrens, Horace Benbow, Joe
Censtm. Thomas Sutpen. and Ike McCaslin are primary exampeas.
Faulkner's depictrnn of these characters and their sanctuaries
demonstrates the irony of his tamion.

IIONSHIPS 1311 vs N IMPLEIEFJTATION LEVELS AND
Ski t CTED FACTORS OF CONCERN AND COMPONENT USE
OP !Mid LPAENTERS OF A DISTRIrT-DEVELOPED
COMPOSITION CURRICULUM Order No. DA8503435
,j,Tsc, Ruin Ann FINK ii. D The 1P-Hi5 sify of Nebraska Lincolo,

1'lf44 141pp Advisers Erwin if Cipldew.tein, Clarice M Ramsrey

The ',surly measured Junior and senior high tea-hers' use of arid
ab,.)ut a district developed composition curriculum To

siii,ciys Neff' ,virriinisterrl during one month to 91 junior and nonior
to a c r r s of r tenth surveys were bn.sed on the

(....oncer ns- Based Adoption Model (CRAM) of the Research and
Development Center for Teacher Education 8t the University of Texas
at Austin On a Program Use Checklist, teachers reported their use of,
twelve curriculum components, on a Concerns Questionnaire they
reported their attitudes teward the curriculum.

For data analysis subjects were divided by their Program Use
Checklist scores into groups of (a) low and high implementers,
(b) junior and senior high low implementers, and (c) junior and
senior high high implementers Concerns Questionnaire scores were
aggregated into seven stages. awareness, informational, personal,
man( (merit, consequence, collaboration, and refocusing. Usa of a
repeated measures analysis of variance and a Kruskal-Wallis one-way
analysis of variance produced six findings: (1) There is significant
interaction between implerr intation level (secondery low or high) and
concerns about the curriculum. (2) There is no sign:ficant interaction
between low Implementers at school levels (junior or senior high) and
concerns about the curriculum. (3) There is no significant interaction
between high implementers at school levels (junior or senior high)
and concerns about the curriculum. (4) There is a significant
difference between second cry low and high implementers in uta et
curriculum comeonents. (5) There is a significant difference between
junior and sone high low implementers in use of curriculum
components. (6) There is a significant difference between junior and
senior high high implementers in use of curriculum components.

Study date have strong implications of inservice planning. These
include: (a) junior and senior high currk ulum inservire need not be
differentiated, (b) consequence and refocusing concerns have first
Priority for attention, and (c) curriculum components need to be
identified and rationale for use of each provided.

AN EXAMINATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
MARSHALL WRITIN WORKSHOP APPROACH IN TEACHING
WRITING Order' DM:1425045

MCCLARAN, NANCY LOU EuBANKS, Eo.D. East Texas State University,
1984. 224pp. Adviser: M. B. Nelson

Purposes of the Study. The purposes of the study were to
determine whether or not gains made by Marshall Writing Workshop
students were greater over a one-year period than those made by
comparable students in a traditional writing program and to determine
whether or not the Marshall Writing Workshop was of comparable
benefit to three different tenth grade ability groups-honors. regular,
and basic.

Procedure. Sub'ats were a random sample of students in grades
seven through ten a were enrolled in two East Texas school
districts in 1982-83. .tudents were matched for sex, race, and English
grade point average. Beginning-of-year writing samples and end-ot-
year writing samples were scored by the Diederich Analytic Scale,
Using the t test for correlated groups, two-tailed, with significance at
the .05 level, a comparison of pretest scores, posttest scores, and
gain scores was made.

Findings. Findings of the study include the following three
categories: (1) Pretest Essays Marshall Writing Workshop students'
scores were significantly lower than those of students in a traditional
program in grades seven, eight, and ten basic; there were no
significant differences in grades nine, ten advanced, and ten regular:
(2) Posttest Essays Marshall Writing Work ;hop students' mean
score was significantly higher for grade ten, advanced and regular.
(3) Mean Gain-Marshall Writing Workshop students' mean gain
scores were significantly higher in five out of the six groups in the
stu.Jy-- grades seer fight, nine, ten advanced, and ten regular- -
excepting only the grade basic group.

conclusions. (1) Thu. Marshall Writing Workshop program
produced significantly higher irtios in general merit for all groups
emr...,ept the tenth grade basic rents (2) Marshall Writing Workshop
students of all level5 produced significantly longer posttest essays
(3) The rn- nanics of writing (usage, punch 3tion, spelling,

lid not E.r.pear to significantly effected by either
vnrIrfilm r traditional treatment



CIARICULLISA OF tmona SCHOOt. A DESCRIPTIVE
STUDY OF HE TS ACHING OF WRITINCA

Older No. DA8424445
tutsrree, Jure Wise Pe D. Michigan State University, 1864 187pp.

The purpose of this study was to describe and explain the writing
curriculum of one class of entering middlechool students during
one school year Components studied were the selection and
organization, instruction in and evaluates of writing activities. Four
exploratory questions guided the study. ,t) What writing curriculum
does the middle school teacher develop and implement with her
students? (2) How doss the teacher implement the writing
curriculum? (3) What are the responsibilities ..1 the students for
enacting the writing curriculum? and (4) What relationship does
writing have to other element* of the school curriculum?

Ethnographic methods involved ongoing processes of data
collection, and concurrent analysis of data to validetie findings by
noting repeated observations of similar events, and by triangulation,
or by comparing results with other types of evidence. Data mural)*
inc.uded need notes, teacher journal entries, interviews, videotapee,
writing samples and otherschool artifacts. Writing activities of a sixth-
grade teacher of communication arts and social studies and her
students were identified, described and related to one arosiier. The
meaning ot the writing activities was interpreted from tqe
viewpoints of participants, or insides, particularly that of the teacher.
Findings were also Interpreted from the viewpoint of outai, ',As, that at,
form perspectives represented by thsoristS of curricula, namely,
Ralph Tyler, John Dewey, and Paulo Freire.

Findings include the following. The description and explanation of
curricular activities illustrate thet the leacher selected and
implemented interrelated, experience based, creative writing
activities of increasing complexity in view of student needs and
interests. She prefigured prerequisite skill lessons with longer, or
more complex and creative writing Proiects to meet her goals that
each student experience success. expend his or her best efforts,
improve writing skill, and clarify thinking. She shared with her
students roles of evaluating, providirl individual assistance, modeling
writing processes and products, der.,Jionmaking, and listening to
and reading the wrAings of other students. She also transformed
district and school imposed constraints into opportunities for meeting
her curricular gi fa.

A COGNITIVEPROCESS APPROACH TO COLLEGE

COMPOSITION, A COMPARtTIVE STUDv OF UNSKILLED

WRITERS Order No. DA8421211

MeteltR, MARY JORDAN, Ea D Harvard University, 1984. 159pp.

Recent research Into the composing process suggests the

unskilled writers lick strategies and knowlesige of the writing process

per se. Thus by focusing on writing stratehp.ls and process
awareness, Instructors may find pote,itial for meaningful intervention
into the process. This study investigates the effects of such
intervention, of a process approach to teaching unskilled writers at
the college level At the same time, it explores the effects of de
emphasis of the traditional grammar approach Two magic questions
focus the research. (1) will students who receive a protess approach
demonstrate better overall performance on expository writing tasks
than those who receive a traditional approach; (2) will students who
receive a cifemphasized approach to gramme demonstrate
profloiehCy in this area regardless.

A one semester ouaseexperimental study of two basic writing
classes (N is 35) was conducted at a state university in the Midwest.

Two different instructional approaches were implemented: (1) a

process approach cons:10,4 of direct mst, iion in writing Strategle*,
susteined effRntion to the composing process. and limited instruction

eneenr and (2) a traditional approach heavily concentrated in al

grammar workbook All other instructional and curricular aspects
were the same for both classes.

Pre- end posttests in expOsitoy writing. grammar. and process
awareness were cd ministered Analysts of this data (matchedpair,
twctailed t tests) indicated that the processoriented class made
statistically significant gains qn three of the four writing measures
whereas the treeitional class mad none. Both classes showed a
significant difference on the grammar post-test However, the process
class had the higher mean change score Similarly, both classes
demonstrated significant differences on the process awareness
measure, but again, the process class had the higher mean change
score. The reliability of the instrument, which was developed for this
study, may have been a factor rn this outcome however. In addition,
comparisons v 're made with two other basic writing classes.
Analyses of these results (Af4COVA) generally support the findings for
a process approach.

PLUGGING YOUR PENCIL INTO THE WALL: AN
INVESTIGATION OF WORD PROCESSING AND WRITING
SKILLS AT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL

Order No. DA85C2008
Semun KIROV, N.D. University or Oregon, 1984. 111pp.

Adviser Robert Sytwester

This experimental study investigated whetho. differences existed
in writing and attitude toward writing between te s groups of 28 sixth
grade students, one who revised paragraphs usine tipple Ile
microcomputers with THE BANK STREET WRITER word processing
program and one who used a pencil and paper. Duffs g a four-week
period the students composed and edited paragraphs prompted by
pictures printed in a writing manual. Data to measurc vriting quantity
and writing quality were gathered at four points. Raters trained in
holistic writing assessment procedures evaluated typed copies of the
students' writing. Data to measure attitudes about writing were
derived from surveys completed at the beginninii and end of the
study. The results indicate no signiffcent differences in writing and
attitude toward writing between the groups. Both groups' means were
above the midpoint on scaled ratings for quality of paragra..les written
and attitude toward writing. Further studies and ideas for use word
processors to improve writing skills are suggested.

CRITERIA AND CONSISTENCY OF FRESHMAN
COMPOJATION EVALUATION: A NATIONAL STUDY

Order No. DA8423882
eLsosie, WA rpm Josie, JR., NI) North Texas State University, 1984.
230P9

The problem this study was conLerned with was that
determining the criteria and consistency of college freshman
composition in the United States. The purposes were to describe and
rink the evaluator factors and criteria reportedly used and actually
used; to assess the consistency of evaluations; and to identity
relationships between scores assigned freshman writing and various
charocteristics of evaluators, including eyaluator's type of schoOl.

A random sample of 600 members of the College Section of the
National Council of Teachers of English received questionnaires and
writing samples to evaluate Three hundred eighty.six responses wee
included in the testing of the sixteen hypotheses.

The study indicated that there are no significant ditference4 in the
frvan scorns of writing samples scored by evaluators in community
Lolleces, colleges, and universities, that thttie rs more gigrewiwwit than



disareement among teaci vs with regard to Criteria, that evaluators
assign scores eased on their slated criteria, that using factor such at
age, gender, tr.hool,size, hours of composrtion/rhetpiii; education,
degrees held. vearrbf teaching experience. and method of evalu
are of little use as predictors of scores assigned to writing samples by
freshman composition teachers. that few evaluators use scales for the
evaluation of writing, that most teachers use the holistic method for
evaluation that ideas expressed and organization are the most
important criteria for most evaluatOre, that teachers assign lower
scpres to writing samples weak in organization and ideas expressed
than to samples weak in mechanics and usage, that teachers most
clearly recognize weaknesses in organization when they evaluate
writing, and that writing samples should be a maier part of any
assessment of writing.

Vie 7-TFECTSOF COMPUTERASSISTE0 WRITING ON THE
CO t. 'SING PROCESSES OF 'BASIC WRITERS

Order No. DA84 20448
14.040t.e, RANOALL GRAAki, Rm.°. The Ohio Slat* University, 1984.
181pp. Adviser: Professor John C. Belland

More and more basic (developmental/remedial) writers are using
word processing programs to compose univeisitylevel writing
assignments. No research existed which examined changes in
composing processes of basic writers who begin using a word
Processing program for composing. if changes occur, basic writing
instructors, designers of word processing systems, and basic writers
should be made aware of them. Consequently, this study examined
five basic writers who, first, used pen and paper to complete an "In
class" writing assignment. Then they learned to 1.soi "BANK STREET
WRITER," a word processing program designed for writers at about
the middle school level. Then they used the word processing system
to complete an assignment similar to the first. During both sessions,
their writing and verbalizations about their writing processes were
video arid audio taped. The writers were interviewed before and after
the sessions. Comparisons of the computerseeisIed sessions to the
conventional sessions revealed the following: reductions in the
number of second physical drafts, shorter melons, Increased edits,
production of shorter text strings, increased readings of the topic,
decreased verbalizations of assessments of texts, greater production
of words, system caused interventions in composing. Each of these
results is discussed, with a major conclusion being that computer.
assisted writing did not generally affect the goals and plans of these
writer*.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF SENTENCE,

COMBINING AND STORY EXPANSION DELIVERED fill WORD
PROCESSING MICROCOMPUTERS ON THE WRITING

ABILITY OF SIXTH GRADERS Order No. DA8427993

Pirtril, )(MIEN Lei.. EP D. Texas Tech University, 1984 75pp.
Chairperson Dr Michael Angelotti

Purpose This study was designed to investigate the effects of
sentence combining and story expansion delivered by word
urrx:rmsinii microcomputers on the written syntntic matyity of sixth
grades 1 in an effort to identify a fen dIe method of computer

iielivered writing instruction.
prricridu ras A pretest.posttent analy.-.us of covariance de sign wren

to test the two hypothews (1) 1111CinComptiter delivery of

YI

sentence combining and story expansion would significantly increase
the embeddings per T-unit of students in the experimental group as
compared to students in the control group, and (2) m:,,rocomputar
delivery of sentence combining and story expansion would
significantly increase the mean T-unit length of students in the
experimental group as compared to students in the Control group.

The researcher trained sixth grade language arts teacher in word
processing and swami combining techniques. Each of three intact
sixth grade language arts classes (N 36) at Bowman Middle School
in Plano I.S.O. represented one Of the following treatments:
(a) combined effectS of sentence combining, story expansion, and
microcomputer delivery (Group A); (b) sentence combining and
microcomputer delivery (Group B); and (c) traditional delivery al
sentence combinlr lessons (Group C).

Appropriate stt, Jnts were trained in word processing and
sentence combining. Each teacher Introduced one 50.minute seance
combining lesson a week during the six week study. G. oups used
identical sentence combining lessons designed by the researcher.

Pre. and posttests of narrative writing ability stimulated by scripts
designed by the researcher were administered one week prior to and
following Ire nt. Tests were analyzed for number of embedding"
per unit ailu mean Tunit length. Analysis of covariance was used to
determine statistical significance (p < .05) of the influence of
treatment on writing maturity.

Findings. Based on analysis of covariance, the researcher failed to
reject the first hypothesis There was a statistically significant
difference among groups' embeddings per Tunit measures, with
scores for Group A increasing more than scores for either Groups B
or C The researcher failed to accept the second. hypotheses. which
was based on mean Tunit length.

Further research is needed to investigate variables which might
iiicrease the effectiveness and feasibility of this technique.

THE EFFECTS OF SENTENCE COMBINING ON THC WAITING
OF BASIC WRITERS IN THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

0 i'der No. DA8426066
Pow/tu., Jorca ELAM, Eon. East Texas State University, 1984.
226op, Advisir: Joyce E. Miller

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study was to determine
the effects of sentence combining on syntactic fluency, fudged
quality, are' cluency of punctuation and usage errors in the writing
of commuri , calico basic writing students. The specific purpose
was to determine the effects of the sentencecombining curriculum Of
The English I4OduiSS on the witting of basic writers.

Procedu: fa. The population for this experiment was basic writing
students enrolled in Developmental Writing OgO In the fall semester of
1983 on the Cedar Valley campus of the Dallas County Community
College. The sample was divided into an experimental and control
group; two instructors each taught an experimental and a control
class. The treatment consisted of fifteen. fatly-five minute sessions of
sentence combining from The English Modules. The control group
studied grammar The data were drawn from pretest and pose.*
essays and Syntactic Maturity Test (SMT) "Aluminum," written by
sixty one subjects at the beginning and end of the sixteenweelk
experiment. The essays were typed and coded, and copies were
holistically scored by six English teachers. Cupies of the same essays
were marked for four errors. The investigator marked and tabulated
the SMT for Tenit. clause length, and clauses per nit.

Findings. Analysis of covariance, with pretests as covariates, was
used to compare the groups on syntactic fluency, judged quality, and
errors in punctuation and usage With the same measures, Student's
t test was used to analyze the difference between pretest end posttest
means for both groups. The 05 level was set to determine
significance

When the two groups were compared. the experimental group was
significant nil I Unit length measure of syntactic fluent y and on



subreceverb errors The control group was significant on 'lid Jed
quality. The experimental group reported pretest posttest signiecance
on all three measures of syntactic fluency and on two errors: fused or
commtespliced and subject verb agreement.

Conclusion. The increase in syntactic fleency in the experimental
group suggests that the sentence combining curriculum of rho
English Modules had a positive effect on the writing of students in the
experimental group Although it may have produced lower judged
Quality of writing scores, sentence combining appeared to reduce
certain errors.

RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF INTELLECTUAL PROCESSES IN

STUDENT WRITING: LINGUISTIC CUES IN THE QUALITY.

RATED WRITING OF COLLEGE PRE-FRESHMEN
Order No. DA84 2 8:195

Queer, DENNIS P , PH.D. Bowling Green Slate University, 1984. 149pp,

Based on the work of tagmemicist K. L. Pike, Lee Odell positetthe

existence of "linguistic cues," specific surface structure features of

written prose which reflect the use of five fundamental intellectual

processes, here called PhysiCal Context, Sequence, Contfast,
Classification, and Change. This study was designed to at Odell's

question about whether "them is likely to be a strong connection
between a reader's holistic Judgment (of an essay's quality( and the

relative number of intellectual processes reflected (by the use of

linguistic cues) in an essay" (Odell, 1977, p. 130). Odell had found

that increased frequency of use of the linguistic cues in students'

essays reflected increased *maturity" of :heir writing.
This study examined the frequency of use of linguistic cues in the

"weak," "average,".and "sophisticated" reacement test essays of

seventythree college prereshmen to determine if any correlation
could be found to exist between valid, reliable determinations of
quality and the frequency of occurrence of linguistic cues.

The statistical tests, Pearson r and ANOVA, failed to show any
correlation between frequency of use of the linguistic cues and
:viistic judgments of quality. On the average, all of the students used

all of the linguistic cues with approximately equal frequency.
The study concluded that much more work needs to done

regarding Odell's suggestions before it can be said that sericite
surface structure features of students' prow can be an as

determinants of quality.

AUDIENCE AWARENESS AND ADAPTATION IN THE

PERSUASIVE WRITING OF PROFICIENT AND
NONPROFICIENT COLLEGE FRESHMEN

Order No. DA8e17563

PAOOTH, BENNETT A , ED D. University of Georgia, 1984. tette

Director. Donald L Rubin

This study identified important differences between proficient and

mop ificient collecie freshman writers in their handling of a specific
audi ,ce (reader). It investigated the common assumption that good
writers, unlike poor writers, are more aware of their audience and that
they are better able to adapt their essays for a particular audience.

Previous theory and research in composition has drawn many
links between the quality of persuasive rhetoric and the writer's
attention to the needs, interests, and backgrounds of an intended
sudlence. Previous research has also related audience to the writer's
capacity for forming multiple perspectives. In general, though,
research hoe been lacking in (7) its attempt to establish specific,
situation based criteria of audience Adaptation, and (2) its attempt to
connect the mediating influencee of a writer's e'er:Tress of audience

with specific features of written text This study examined the content
of persuasive essays w,itten for a specific audience Essays were
analyzed for adaptations requiring writers' high and low level
inferences. Writers were measured for their levels of wareoeis of
specific pieces of infonnation about the audience, as Nell as for their
levels of perspective-taking ability (social cognition) and their
atttudes toward the writing topic. These characteristics of the writers
were then related to audience adaptations in their essays.

Findings indicate that when minimal information was given about
the audience, proficient and ncnproficient writers showed equal
levels of adaptation. When more information was given, proficient
writers tcok greater advantage of it than nonproficient writers,
producing significantly more adaptations, especially those requiring
low level inferences; there wereno differences between groups in the
number of high inference adaptations. Audience awareness was
found to be a sigeificant predictor of the number of high inference
adaptations that writers made. The outcomes of this study stipport
aspects of the supposed relationship between writing ability and
audience adapts tion. Findings about the relationship between the
final written products and such mediating influences as audience
awareness and perspective-taking ability are interpreted in light of
current theory.

THE VALIDATION OF THE WRITING ASSESSMENT TEST

Order No. 0A8415633
Karim Lei, EoD. The Johns Hopkins University, 1984. 165pp.

The purpose of the study was to design and to validates criterion-
referenced writing lest, the Writing Assessment Test (WAT). The test
is designed to be used for diagnostic decisions about writing skill
strengths and weaknesses in grades four and five.

The subjects consisted of 104 fourth and fifth grade students, 52
achieving writers and 52 low achieving ones. These sarspies were
used in several reliability and validity studies: decision validity,
concurrent validity, construct validity, decision reliability and
interscorer reliability.

The results of the validity studies indicated the feilowing:
(1) decision validity evidence related to the cutting score for the totes
teat revealed 97% correct classifications (2) concurrent validity
evidence indicated that the relationships between the WAT and three
caher writing measures were statistically significant but of varying
magnitudes (ranging from .32 to .8). (3) Construct validity evidence of
the WAT indicated that three of the oral versus written language
correlations were significant, but rather low (less than .39).

Two reliability studies **re conducted. The first which used
Huynh's method indicated a decision stability index of .90 The
second study which examined Interscorer reliability yielded a
generallzability coefficient of .99.

THE EFFECTS Of ORAL AND ORALVISUAL DICTATION

EXERCISES ON A SPECIFIC WRITING SKILL ee SELECTED

COLLEGE DEVELOPMENTAL STUDEITTS
Order No. DM:1425885

SNAIERAL. RONALD Mau ICE, PH.D. The Louisiana State University and

Agricultural and Mechanical Col., 1984. 148pp. Supervisor:

Professor Robert E. Spears

This research was designed to air:seine the effects of dictation

exercises on the scores of developmental students on a test of a

epecific Entitle!) writing skill. Additronairy, the study examined the

differences in the scores based on the preference type scales of the

Myers Briggs Type Irritator (MBT1) in order to test the hypothesis
that certain MRTI types that handle the oral language well would learn
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writing skill, faster when exposed to dictatitai exercises related to
those akills

A pretest arid a post test were administered to three groups of
developmental writing students at Nicholls State University. All three
groups were taught writing skills using the controlled composition
method which emphasizes imitation and proofreading skills as wet' ISthe developmental writing student's facility with the oral language.
One treatment group received teacherrated, studentcopied dictation
exercises during the 10day period of the experiment The second
treatment group had dictation delivered by a videotape player and
teieinsion monitor utilizing a professional dictation voice with the

words of the dictation on the video lc. 11011. The third group, a controlVeep. 'eceived no dictation exercises. The writing skill presented inthe classes was the correct use of present progres:'ve, present, pastand future tenses. The MBTI scores indicated the subjects'
tendencies toward extroversion or introversion and sensing orintuition, It waii expected that the extroversion and sensing groupswould benefit the most from dictation exercises.

Analysis of the data was developed through an analysis ofcovariance program that used the preast as a covariate in order torefine the significance of the variance of the posttest scores. Anadditional analysis of covariance was applied to the data using theMST, scores to develop a factorial design.
Results of the analysis of covariance indicated that there was nostatIstIsally significant difference among the three groups or amongthe various MBTI factorial-interactions among the groups. An analysisof vie' e of the mean gains did show a statistically significant

differ e for the video dictation group compared to the controlgroup. he use of dictation exercises, especially video dictation, is
marginally supported by this study.

ACQUIRING PRACTICAL REASONING THROUGH TEACHER.
STUDENT INTERACTION IN DIALOGUE JOURNALS

Order No. DA8428577
STATOR, JANA Jo, Pe.D, University of California. Los Angeles, 1984.
556pp. Chair: Professor Frederick S. Ellett, Jr.

This study addresses the problem of how a teacher can help
students acquire those concepts, beliefs, strategies and knowledge of
themselves, other persons and the world on which rational
deliberation and choices about action are based. Such practical
reasoning is the heuristic, non-syllogistic rationality which
characterizes human action. The thesis of this study is that practical
reasoning is gradually acquired through extended interpersonal
interactions with adults during which the child learns to observe and
practice the relevant concepts and strategies for understanding and
acting on the world.

The data for the analysis consist of the compleet texts of 26
dialogue jourruils from a sixth grade class written during the 1079.
1980 school year. Dialogue journals are private written conversations
which occur daily in this lass between each student and their
teacher. The dialogue journal texts provide a unique record of the
daily, spontaneous thinking of children about the important events of
their Ilves Methods from discourse analysis and pragmatics Were
adapted and applied to the texts in order to describe the dialogic
structure of these interactions. The dialogue journ ils are first
described in their social context, as communicative events meeting a
wide variety of student ano teacher needs in the classroom. Then
cross sectional studies of specific features of the interactions across
all iournals. and longitudinal studies of individual student-teach r
dialogues across the school year. are presented.

The crossse,tlional siudies of elaboration and attribut':)nal
reasoning demonstrate how the teacher's strategies for discussing
everyday Periences differ systematically from those at her students
The dink-Ain Ion r oals allow her to dernenstote informally more

explicit, accurate descriptions of shared events, and to provide the
students with a mole useful, rational model of causal attributions.

The two longitudinal stuaies follow one ,,iajor topic in a student's
journal across the ninemorNth school year. These dialogues contain,
instances of extended "interactional scaffolding" in which the teacher
assists the student to re-examine problems from a different
perspective, consider alter native actions, and incorporate new
information and concepts helpful in that particular context. The
dialogue 1 ,4rnal texts provide an empirical p+ctuni of the actual
acquisition of more socially mature and effective reasoning
capacities.

A TRANSITION FROM SPEAKING TO WRITING: SMALL.
GROUP WRITING CONFERENCES Order No. DA842T531
THOMAS, DEN( KAY, PH.D. University of Minneso '984. 319pp.

Theories of group behavior from speech .communic aeon and
theories of discourse from linguistics, when intersected for the
purpose of analyzing smallgroup writing conferences, provide a
framework for studying the transition from speaking to writing.
Descriptive research, combining analytical methods from both
disciplines, provides insights into communication patterns, changes
in communication patterns, motivations for the changes, and, MAW,
into the relationship between the group process and the writing
process.

This descriptive case study analyzes the interaction of one
freshman composition teacher and four students who met for a series
of six conferences which were part of a freshman composition course
at the University of Minnesota. The conferences. taped and
transcribed, provide evidence for the benefits of the conference
method of teaching composition. This study describes the group
process, suggests parallels between the group process and the
writing process, and provides an audience acquisition model that
illustrates important components of students' writing development.
Discussion that is focused on writing helps freshmen make the
transition from speakeis who are conversationally oriented to writers
who are aware of how other minds perceive the world and v.ao can
adapt their writing to the needs of an imagined audience.

SOCIOCOGNITIVE CONSTRAINTS IN TR
LITTER WRITING OVER TIME . )A8429337
VAROUS, NANCIPEGINIMLI, Eo.D. Indiana Univb.. 483. 457pp.
Chcimerson: Dr. Carolyn L. Burke

A class of first graders exchanged weekly individual letters with
the marcher and recorded their thoughts daily in journals. Although
growth and development was manifested through these meaningful
social experiences with written language, of primary research intermit
was the evolution of register. Children's use of the pragmatic,
semantic, syntactic and graphophonemic language cue systems
within and across the strategies of negotiability, textual intent,
risktskIng and linetuning language with language was empiriesife
documented.

The changes which occurred over time were viewed as an
orchestrated response to the transactive nature of soci0-cognitive
constraints_ As a personal relationship developed with the researcher,
and as paramount constraints evolved from controlling, perfecting
and imitating to creating, trusting and communicating, children
expkoed language in quantitatively and qualitatively different wave
:ciome statistically significant changer-8(P < 01) include; (1) a eh tnie



from relying on topics previously introduced to generating new
semantic bases for their messages; (2) an increase in the number of
words, functional spelling, syntactic variation, tunits, sentences,
amount of expansion, and diversity of topics. Other facets of their
process as exemplified in their products were consistent:
(1) Function was maintained; (2) The percentage of functional
spelling waSnot significantly different; (3) Affernative communication
systems were incorporated in the products and their use increased
the depth and breadth of thew messages.

Ms or strengths of This study are Its ability to validate empirically
(1) the powerful effect of one elementary school's expectations for
correctness of children's willingness to explore written language and
(2) the pothetial of young ctiikiran to angaga in and grow through
meaningful lane taw experience.
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