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ABSTRACT .

‘ This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing
" series providing information on recent doctoral dissertztions. The 39
titles deal with a variety of topics, including the following: (1)
the assessment of writing ability;, (2) small group discussion as a
prewriting-actiwity; (3) effects of evaluation methods in learning
technical writing skills; (4) the effects of prior knowledge and
audience on writing; (5) teaching creative writing; (6) a study of
the word processor and composing; (7) using.a learning styles
approach to teaching fomposition; (8) parent involvement in the
composing processes of kindergarten children; (9) a comparison of two
approaches to using writing across the curriculum; (10) sentence
combining; (11) literature as equipment for writing; (12) regression
in student writing performance as a function of- unrecognized changes
in task complexity; (13) using transparencies in a model workshop to
develop learning, teaching, and writing; (14) eriteria fo- and ,
consistency in freshman compgsition evaluation; (15) the validatien”
of the writing assessment test; (16) acquiripg practical reasoning
through teacher-student interaction in dialogue jourmnals; (17) letter
writing; and (18) small group writing conferences. (EL)
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. This bipliography has beeﬁ/éompiled as part of a continuing
series designed to make information on relevant dissertations
available to users of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation
Abstracts International are reviewed in urder to compile abstracts of
-dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible in

searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for dissertations
themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.

Abstracts of the fillowing dissertations are included in this

collection:

Ackerman, Terry Allan

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSESS-
MENT OF WRITING ABILITY FROM A
DECLARATIVE/PROCEDURAL
PERSPECTIVE

Barry, Francis Joseph

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION AS A
'PREWRITING ACTIVITY: A

A NATURALISTIC INQUIRY

Beachem, Michael T,
AN INVESTICATION OF TWO
WRITING PROCESS INTERVENTIONS

ON THE RHETORICAL EFFECTIVENESS

"OF SIXTH GRADE WRITERS

Bridge, Thomas Gaylord

EFFECTS OF EVALUATION METHODS
IN LEARNING TECHNICAL WRITING
SKILLS ;

Bryant, Brian Reid

THE RELATIONSHIP OF HOLISTIC
AND OBJECTIVE MEASUREMENT OF
TRANSCRTPTION AND COMPOSITION
COMPONENTS IN WRITTEN LANGUAGE

Bryant, Deborah Goforth _
THE COMPOSING PROCESSES OF .,
BL,IND WRITERS ‘

Chesky, John Alan
THE EFFECTS OF PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
AND AUDIENCE ON WRITING

Cotton, Helen Dcnalene Smith
THE TEACHING OF CREATIVE
WRITING IN SELECTED. COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSIT .ES, 1970-80:
ISSUES, ACTIVITIES, AND

TRENDS

Creeden, John E.

THE EFFECT OF HIGH SCHOOL

WRITING EXPERIENCES ON

SCORES ON THE UNIVERSITY OF
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TEST

Ehnllqh, Diane Berger

A STUDY OF THE WORD PROCES-
SOR AND COMPOSING: CHANGES
IN ATTITUDE AND REVISION
PRACTICES OF INEXPERIENCED
STUDENT WRITERS IN A COLLEGE
COMPOSITION CLASS

Fabien, Miriam Gannon
USING ‘A LEARNING STYLES
APPROACH TO TEACHING COMPO-
SITION

Green, Constance Ruth
PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN THE °
COMPOSING PROCESSES OF
KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN

Hanrahan, Calvin MacClarey .
A COMPARISON OF TWO APPROACHES
TO USING WRITING ACROSS THE
CURRICULUM
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Hayes, Barbara L. | LeFevre, Karen Burke

~THE EFFLCTS OF IMPLEMENTING INFINITE CONVERSATION: A
PROCESS WRITING INTO A SOCIAL PERSPECTIVE ON
SEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH CUR- ‘RHETORICAL INVENTION '
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. . Lewis, Ruby Mae Lo
Hayes, Ira . : TEACHING ENGLISH COMPOSI- o
AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF TION TO DEVELOPMENTAL STUDENTS
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.TIC MATURITY, WRITING QUALITY APPROACH VERSUS A STRUCTURED
‘' AND GRAMMATICAL FLUENCY IN THE WRITING/LANGUAGE STUDY APPROACH
, COMPOSITIONS OF REMEDIAL HIGH
, SCHOOL-STUDENTS Louth, Richard Henry
' JEARNING, TEACHING, AND WRIT- N
Healy, Mary K.- : , ING: A WORKSHOP USING TRANS-
. " WRITING IN A SCIENCE CLASS: PARENCIES
A CASE ‘STURY OF THE CONNEC- ,
TIONS BETWEEN WRITING AND .McClaran, Nancy Lou .Eubanks .
LEARNING AN EXAMINATION OF THE _
_ 0 EFFECTIVENE3S OF THE MARSHALL
9 Holmes, Julia Goolsby WRITING WORKSHOP APPROACH IN
AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF THE TEACHING WRITING
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Jacobi, Martin James
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. ' "WRITING SKILLS AT THE
Keech, Catharine Lucac MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL
APPARENT REGRESSION IN STUDENT '
WRITING PERFORMANCE AS A FUNC- . Moore, Wayne John, Jr,
TION OF UNRECOGNIZED CHANGES . CRITERIA AND CONSISTENCY
IN A TASK COMPLEXITY OF FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
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Koenig, Jeffery L. STUDY \

ENHANCEMENT OF MIDDLE SCHOOL . N
STUDENTS' WRITTEN. PRODUCTION

THROUGH THE USE OF WORD '

PROCESS ING

LIS




Nichols, Randall Graham
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WRITERS

Piper, Karen Lee
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PROCESSING' MICROCOMPUTERS ON THE
WRITING ABILITY OF SIXTH GRADERS

Powell Joyce Elaine .

THE EFFECTS OF" SENTENCE COMBINING
ON THE WRITING OF- BASIC "WRITERS
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Quinn, Dennis P.
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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSESSMENT OF WARITING
ABILITY FROM A DFCLARATIVE/PROCEDURAL
PERSPECTIVE OrderNo. DAIGO3973
Acxkemuan, TERRY ALLAN, PH.D  The University of Wiscorisin -
Miwaukes, 1984 141pp. Superviscr. Professor Philip Smith

A moderate correlational relationship is often observed beiween
subscores from direct and indirect methods of writing assessment.
Using a cognitive model of writing, spacitic processes are identifiud
for each method of writing assessment. Based upon these processas,
& hypothetical ordinal continuum, representing the ditferent
procedures measured by each type of assessment, is progosed. This
continuum, believed to paraliel the stages of writing deyelobment, is
investigated using four measures of writing ability: a stAndardized

achievement test. & transformed version of the standardized test and ..

two differern essay tasks Confirmatory factor analysis of the test
subscores suggest that differerces between the direct and indirect
types of writing assessment are caused, at least partially, by the
differences in the number of identitiable procedures required by each
method. ‘ :

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION AS A PREWRITING ACTIVITY;
A NATURALISTIC INQUIRY OrderNo.DAB4214285

Banmy, FRANCIS JOSEPH, Pu.D. New York Univérs:ty, 1984. 208pg. '
Chairman: Professor John S. Mayher

This study was a naturalistic inquiry Into certain sociolinguistic
and compasing behaviors of foGr average ability twelfth graders as
they engaged in prewriting discussion and |ateyr performed written
taskg--an essay and A story.

The inquiry focused on three areas: discourse moves, social skills,
and procedures for planning and developing tha written work, The
participants tape recorded their discussions and were videotaped as
they pertarmed the writing. Utterances were coded for discoursa
moves and socidl skills, and the videotapes provided nonverbal data
concerning physical activity and procedures during writing. At the
conctusion of the double writing assignment, the researcher
interviewed the participants individually to leatn their understanding
of thetr planning and developing procedures.

The participants expenenced greater difticulty structuring a
unified and coherent discussion for the poetic assignment (story) than
for the transactional (essay). Their social skills displayed a high
degree of group awareness and acceptance of individual
participation. )

No participant wrote an outline, and only on® wrote notes. The
planning and developing procedures followed a pattern in which each
student formulated a theme or piot and then by a trial and error
process of accretion, wrote, with pauses tn refiect, re-read and piar.

The participants in thig study displayed an incomplete
understanding of the composing process. The study concludes that
prewriting discussion can be a usetul social activity for stimulating
invention and for refisving anxisty in siudents as they proceed
through the various phases of composing.

AN INVESTIGATION OF TWO WRITING PRQCESS
INTERVENTIONS ON THE RHETORICAL EFFECTIVENESS OF
SIXTH GRADE WRITERS QOrderNo. DAB424028
o&mc:»u-:\a. MicHael T, Ep D Rutpers Uni. rsity The State U. of New
Jersey (New Brunswick). 1984 143pp Cnawrperson: Maurie Hillson

The problem of instructing students in ways that cantributs to
development in thetr rhetorical effectiveness in writing was the focus

" of s investigation. The etfects of two writing process interventions,

the New Jersey Writing Project (NJWP), and Sustained Student
Summary Writing (SSSW), on students’ rhetorical competeacies in
expressive and persuasive writing were examined. s

A quasi-experimental design (Borg & Gall. 1976), made up of ona
comparison and two treatment groups (N = 128), was used in three
schools with a population of sixth grade writers. The two treatment
groups consisted of students exposed, in their respective schools, to
the New Jersey Writing Project (NJWF) and Sustained Student
Summary Writing (SSSW). Students in the comparison school
received no formal exposure o a specific writing intervention. Pre and
post study samples of expressive and persuasive writing wers
collec:ted and evaluated by a group of readers using the Primary Trait
Scoring (PTS) measure. An analysis of covariance, using the .05
confidenr.e leval. was applied to the coliected data. Schet{é
procedures were ysed as a post hoc:gnalysrs. -

Within the limiiations of this study, the foiiowing conclusion was
formulated: Comparing the three groups, students in the New Jérsey
Writing Project (NJWP) scored significanth higher on the expressive
writing d:mension, while students in the comparison group scored
significantly higher on the persuasive writing dimension. The null
hypothesis. which stated that no differences existed between the
three groups on studentd' rhetorical competencies in expressive and
persuasive writing, was partially rejected. Evidence was found in the
New Jersey Writing Project Jsoup to support a developmental
relationship between the writing intervention and students' abilities in
sxpressive writing. Although data on the post hoc analysis was
ingufficient to justify conclusions conceming the relationship between
the comparison group and students’ competencies in persuasive
writing, they did indicate the need tor further investigation into thie
relationship.

\

EFFECTS OF EVALUATION METHODS IN LEARNING
TECHNICAL WRITING SKILLS OrdgrNo. DAB425613

Brioge, THOMAS GAYLORD, PH.D. University of Missouri - Columbia,
1884. 87pp. Supervizor: Dr. Franklin J. King

Purpose. The purpose of this study was 1o ascertain the relative
etlects that three selected evaluation methods would have on
student's level of achievement in Ir arning technical report wi.ling
skills. The three methods utilized v.2re: (1) traditional teacher
evaluation, (2) formal evaluation and (3) formal evaluation and
computer aided evaluation.

Method o! Research. ¥he students in the Study were selected to
repre ent the population of industnal technology majors at Western
llinors University Datafor the study were oblained by a posttest only
measure of student achhevement levels in learmng technical report
wiiting skills One group was the control group and received oniy the
traditional teacher evaluation as {eedback information for thair
rechrical reports The second group received a tormal evaluation -
nstrument as feedback information. The third group recerved &
combination of a tormal evaluanon nstrurnent and a computer aided
eveiuniion analysis report ss feedback The formal evaluation
mstroment was developed for thig study by a survey of protessionsl




techmcal wiiters and techrical wriing teachers The computer aded
evaluation analysis was devaioped from the General Motors STAR
program with enhancements by integrating WordStar and SpeliStar
orograms. The data were analyzed by a one-way analysis of vanance
lechrique and an f-test to answer the research question which
sought to ascertain it differing levels of evaluatign ‘eedback
information ‘would significantly etfect achievement learning of
technical report writing skiil§ among groups Additionally, a Schefta
method of comparison was applied to ascertain aiy significant
diferences between comparison groups.

Findings. The study revealed significant ditlerences among the
groups in achievement levels. The F-value of 3 82 was attaindd and
when compared to an F.value table at two and fitty.-seven degrees of
freedom, signiticant differences were found to exist.

Conclusion. The following conclusion was drawn. Instructors may
expect their students to achieve higher levelg of technical repont
writing skills when they ytilize & combinatior of a formal evaluation
instrument and computer aioed evaluation as a part of the
instructional procedure rather than when they recsiva only tragiticnal
teacher evaluation. ‘

THE RELATIONSHIP OF HOLIST'C AND OBJECTIVF
- MEASUREMENT OF TRANSCRIPTION AND COMPOSITION
COMPONENTS IN WRITTEN LANGUAGE

. OrderNo.DAB421872
BayaNT, Brian Reip, PR.D. The Jniversity of Texas at Austin, 1984.
166pp. Supervising Professor: J. Lee Wiederhoh

This study examined the relationships between hoiistic and
objective measurement techniques when salected aspects of written
language were evaiuated. Specifically, subelements (i.e., idea
generation, vocabulary, grammar, capitalization/puctuation, speiling,
and legibility), componerits ftranscription and composition), and totai-
performance iA writing were selected for examination. One hundred
eighty subject protocols, 30 each from grades 3 through 8, were
selected trom the standardization sample f the Test of Written

. Language (Hammill and I.arsen, 1983) for use in this study. Subtesi
scores were a\ ailable on each protoco! and represe’ ted performance
based on an objective measure. Trained evajuatory examined the
writing samples frorn the TOWL and their ratings on an analytic scate
designed by the author performance basad on a holistic meazure.

Correlational procedures were'em loyed to determine the

" relationships which existeq between performance scores on TOWL
subtests and the corresponding holistic subelement ratings of
evalumtors Results indicated that moderate relay nships existed
between the evaluation methods for ail wriitng su

Correlation procedures were also used to exam'
reiationships which existed between ccmposition sc
avaluated using objective and holistic measures, &nd transgription
scores when evaluated using objective and holistic meysures:
Resulting coetficients suggested that a moderate relationship existed -
bstween evaluation methods whan components of wrniting were
measured

Correlational procedures were again employed to examine the
interrslationships which existed among objective test scores,
analytic/holistic. scores, and general impression/hohstic stores when
total writing performance was measured Results indicated the
existance of srong interrelationships among evaluation measures.

Several analyses were conducted to determine if student
clessifications into one of four categories (high composition/high
transcription. high comnosition/low transcription, low
composition/low transcnplion, or low compositicnslow transcription)
were affected by rethod of evaiuation. Results indicated that
agreement bntwen placemenis based on cvaluation measures wh3

\

L
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significantly greater than that wnich would be expected by chance
These findings illustrate the value of both objective and holistic
measures in evaluating student writing periurmance The imphcations
for general. remedial, and special education lie chiefly in the empirical
documentation of inchinatons and verification of the rejationships
between obective ang holatic measurement techniques

a8

THE COMPOSING PROCESSES OF BLIND WRITERS
¢ OrderNc. DABSQ1487

Bavant, Desoran GorodTk, Pu.D. North Texas Sfate University, 1984,
22pp.

An examination of the composing processes of blind wtiters was
conducted to determine the strategies used by these composers. Two
individuals blind from birth and two parsons blinded later in |He
part cipated in the study.

Using participant observation and stimulated recall, the researcher
examined the composing processes of these subjects. Each
individual participated indour writing sessions and used the compose-
sioud technique whereby the composer repeats orally any thoughts
that occur during writing. In addition, an interview was condycted
with each participant wh:~h provided & writing history, attitude toward
writing, and composing strategies.

Resuits of the research indicated that blind writers use the same
basic processes of writing as reponted for sighted writers. Blind
writers in this study did not make written plans prior to writing and
spent betwaen one and four minutes in prewriting. Planning was an
ongoing feature of the composing process. The writers in this study
demonstrated the recursive feature of composing. Rescanning was a
cantinual part of their composing sessions. Three of the subjects
reported using rescanning for planning and edifing. One individual
reporied using rescanning for editing only. ?g .

Some differences were found in the blind writars as compared to
the research on sighted composers. First, blind writers averaged 389
rescansions per essay, while research on the sighted reportied
approximately six rescansions in each session. The difference in the
number of rescansions between these two groups may be a result of
the blind writer's need to locate position on the page or from &
diffarence in ghort-term memory in the sighted and nonsighted.

Writers blind from birth demonstrated a difference in the abiity to
organize an essyy in the extensive mode. These composers made no
global plans. Rather they sallowed the writings to unfold as they wrote.
This research would indicate that sight may have a role in composing

«

THE EFFECTS OF PRIOR KNOWLEDGE AND AUDIENCE ON’
WRITING OrderNo.DAB428407

Cresky, Joun ALan, Eo D -University of Kentucky, 1984, 138pp.
Director. Dr. Eltrieda Hiebert

This study examined the effects of low and high prior knowledge
and peer and teacher audiences on students’ writing. Eighty high
school juniors wrote a tetter to the editor. Half of the students wrote
about a topic on which they had low prior knowledge ("tobacco price
supports™) and half wrote about & topic on which they had high prior
know!edge (“the problem with teachers”) Half of the students in each
prior knowledge group wiote to thetr peers and the other hatt wrote to
their teacher.

Analysas of varance showed that the students in the high prior
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oo kg e 5 ap on the maggures of holistc sconng »rusy
sngih and conted craging slalements Analyses of phor knowiedya
stiacts dud ntrevedl L0t ally sigrflizant resoulls. however on the

measuras of cohesion, mean T-unitiength, and erra1s Also analyses
of avdience effects and the ieisraction elfect did not show significant
maan diferences on any of the wriling measures

In addition, aralysas of prior knowledga affects revealed
stanstically significant results on three of the responses on the satl-
report aurvey “involvement,” “liking,” and “sase " Again analyses of
dudience eftects and the interaction effect did not show sigmificant
diferences on any of the Involvement Survey respanses

The correlational analyses also demonstrated statisticahy
significant relationships between tha three prior knowledge measu ey
(luency, organization, and combination) and several of the writing
and affect measures.

In conclusion, students who wreéte with a high level of prior
know'edge wrote quanttatively more, quahlatively better, were more
nvolved in their wnting, hked their writing. and {ound the task of
wnting much easier than stugents whc wrote ..ith a low tevel of pr.or
know!eqe. Stucents who wrote for their peers as an ungraded activity
dd not, however, produce battar writters products than students who
wiote for their teacher as a graded activity

THE TEACHING OF CREATI!VE WRITING IN SELECTED
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, 1970-1980: ISSUES,
ACTJVITIES, AND TRENDS Order No. DAB5Q3629

Covrom, HeLEN Donatene SmitH, PH.D. George Peabody Collage for
Teachers of Vanderbiit University, 1884. 192pp. Major Professor:
Robert Whitman '

This study exarnines the 18Sues, activities, and trands in leaching
creative writing in Amenican colleges and universities, 1970-1980.
Information was obtained by reviewing articles, surveying a sample of
114 teachers, and examining forty-six course outlines.

Chapter | presents the rationale and states the problem: to identity
and record issues, activities, and trends in order to provide teachers
and students with resource3 tu supplement present information.
Chapter |l reviews articles on the teaching of creative writing. Chapter
il preaents an analysis of questionnaire responses. Chapter IV

resentsg information irom the course outlines, Chapter V examines
findings.

ome of the findings are: that the teachers are usually qualified
writars who think of thamselves as specialigts; that courses are
available for most stugents; that most leachers use many and varied
methoda, no texthooks or few, that workshops, journals. and
portfolios are popular that publicationis not necessarily & goal, but
ihat the nurturing of tha imagination and strengthening of writing
skillg are goals.

THL EFFECT OF HIGH SCHOOL WRITING EX PERIENCES ON
SCORES ON THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN ENGLISH
PLACEMENT TEST Order No. DAB5006R9
CreFpen, JOuN E . Pu D The Univaersity of Wisconsin - Madison, 15984
2050p Supervisor Professor Joseph F Kautfman

This study examined the relationship between high school writing
expernences and scores on the Univeraity-of Wisconsin English
Piac.ement Test (UWEPT) Students’ writing in English and non-

Frnglish Department courses was analyzed to determing d those with
mra nalro o n composition and increpsed trequency of wniting

-

upportunites scored highs on UWERT than those whi did notthave
simidar eaperniences

Informacnon on high szhonl wiiting was obtained by intarvigwing 88
rangomly selected fresnrra nin the Coliege of | etters and Science at
UW-Madison. A questionnaire was developed asking students to
describe wniting experiences. including number of compossticn
courses completed, and the requency of witting and use of revision
and prewriting activities in Enghish and non-English Department 2
courses. Other independent variables analyzed were high school
rank, number of academic units, number of units of Enjlish. and sek-
asseasment of writing skitls compared to high school and college

. Data on socineconomic status were collected to determine its
effect of UWEPT score

A multiple regression analysis, using UWEPT as the dependent
variabte, and Pearson correlations were used to measure the
ausociation between UWEPT score and the vuriables describing high

- achool writing.

None of the variables used in the multiple regression predicted
UWEPT score Significant correlations were found between UWEPT
score and acadermic unis. rank, composition courses completed, use
ot self-revision in composition Courses, and self-assessment of writing
skillg compared to high school and college peers. Variables
developed to measure fraquency of writing and usé of revision in
literature and non-Engkah Department courses showed no significant
correlation with UWEPT score.

. ™etindings confirm that instruction in composition is essent* in
developing good writing. The data suggest that UWEPT does not
dstect important differences in students’ high school writing
experionces and does not measure comprehensively stugents' writing

S abilittes. Student responses indicate that they are not writing

trequently in high schoot and using good writing techniques such aa
revision or rewriting activities.

Based on the findings, recommandations to develop a more
comprehensive Engiish placement test and to foster incredsed and

better instruction in composition were presenfad. .

A STUDY OF THE WORL PROCESSOR AND COMPOSING:
CHANGES IN ATTITUDE AND REVISION PRACTICES OF
INEXPERIENCED STUDENT WRITERS IN A COLLEGE
COMPOSITION CLASS OrderNo. DAB423553

EnmicH, Diane BerGER, PH.D. The Umvers:ry' of lowa, 1884. 258pp.
Supervisor: Associate Professor John W. Conner

This study explored the effects of the computer as a word
processor upon the compasing process of student writers enrolled in
a Composition course at Kirkwood Communmity Coliege. A case study
methodology was selected so as to observe the use of this technology
In an instructional setting 10 answer several questions (1) Is there g
change n student attitude in regard to writing? {(2) Are there changes
in the amount and types of revisions that occur because students are
u »ng the word processor? (3) How can the word processor best be
uced for the teaching of wnting?

Student attitude was observed through the use of student journals,
writing profiles, attitude surveys, and direct observation Students
N0 used the word processor showed a definite improvement in theie
attitude towards writing and became more confident wnters because;
of the ease of editing. .

Six essays were analyzed according to a matnx whic!, iabulated
the operations of addition deletion. substitution, and reordering,
ihene uperations were divided into domains of punctuation, word,
phrase/clause, sentence, and meaning chunk. Whereas most
students revising handwriten copies tend to make surface leval
revigions. these student  ho used the word processor expanded
their operations to revize more holistically, reordering as well as
athing. substituting. and deleting

The group of students ¥no continued W0 usa the word proceasor
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attat.ihey had revised ihe required threa assignmaents wrate ionger
es5ays, revised mors frequently, and exhibited & more positive
attitude towards writing Thew additicnal experence ailowed them (o
compose with tha werd procassor without an mterruchu'p 11 the tlow
of thesr thoughts while they wers wr ting.

Because the majority of tha stuc-ants working with the word
Crocessor began to see wniting as a recursive process rather than a
step-by step procedure involving discrete stagaes, this seems a natural
tocus for teachers of writing. The word processor might best ba used
tor teaching the recursive process, concentrating student attention
upon revaing rather then upon recopying.

USING A LEARNING STYLES APPROACH TO TEACHING
COMPOQOSITION OrderNn. DAB4221E 4

Fagin, Miniam Gannon. A D The University of M’cn:gan,,1934, -
262pp. Chairman. Richarc W Bailey .

After examining the concapt of learning styles and asserting thesr
importance in the coilege-classroom. the dissertation saxplores ways
nformation about individusl styles c2n be used in taaching wriing. I
invastigates the hypothes:s that helping students wdentity gnd deveiop
their individual styles and adopt new straiegies will rasult in better
writing and improved attitudes about wnitirg. The hypothqsxs was
tested using two remedial composition clam. one of which was
taught from a learning styles perspactiva while the other served as a
comparison class. The conduct of the learning gtyles class_ involved
three steps. (1) 'dentitication of students’ ndividual learning styles in
terms of field dependence/independence, sensory-motor preference,
and level-of-processing; (2) instruction designed to develop the
preterred style; and, (3) iearning about and employing alternate
strategies The indicators used to measure outcomes were ,
performance in writing impromptu eulyt.'n?e _amount of improvement
in writing, and changes in attitude from beginning to end of semestar.
Cutside readers svaluated the essays astounjty, coherence,
adequate development, and accuraty. Attitude changes were
measured by means of an objective Amt-..-:‘e_ Survey. Twenty-six
students began gach class. Resuits were mixed, Fourteen (of 17) .
comparison students wrote final essays judged competent while 12
(of 20) learning styles students did s0. Improvement was shown by _
twetve comparison and eieven learning styles students. Changes in
attitudes were all favorable in the learning styles class. Two changes
in the comparisdn clags were favorabie; 8il others were unfavorable.
Three factors may have influenced the outcome of the lmprorr_'lptu
writing scores: (1) six low readers: (10.0 or below) comple_teo the .
learning styles class whereas none compiet_ed the _compansop class;
(2) the comparison instructor added a um«harltopoc to tho.so intenced
for the final essay, and, (3) the learning styles instructor did r_wot
emphasize the “three reasons” pattern of arganization spfﬂc»enﬁy.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN THE COMPOSING PROCESSES
OF KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN OrderNo. DA8428217

GageN, CONSTANCE RuTth. Pr D. The University of Flonda. 1984.
192pp. Charrperson Linda Leonard Lamme

This/4tidy investigated the mpact of a home composing
curnculum on kindergarten children’s concepts about pnnt (a
mrs sure of reading readiness). wnting fluency (the number of woids
chl ran write). and wnting achievement. in addihon, the study
e ..ed gender differences on the above measures. types of
st done by chudren athome. and family members with whom
chaledraen wrote.

A gample of 74 childran was drawn from tour km'd)erganen classes,
two at a university laboratory school and two at a pubhc school. '
Parents of children in the treatment groug participated 1n a parent
workshop and received a booklet which introduced the concept of
wriling with young children, the importance of writing. and the
interretationship between writing and reading. During the ten.week
treatment period parents and children wrote together at home several
r.mes each week The home writing samples were brought to s¢hool
for sharing time with other children in the treatment group.

Data were analyzed by analysis of covariance, using the C “ncapts
abou! Print test as the covariate. This procedure was conducted tor
each of the five dependent variables: Concep!s about Print posttast, .
writing fluency, and three writing achievement samples. The
treatment group was found to be signiticantly higher on the Concapfs
about Print tast, writing flu-ney, and the first posttest of writing
achievament. There were  significant gender differences on any of
the measures.

Data trom parent response sheets indicatad that these children
wrote notes. letiers, and hists more thari other types of writing. They
wrote with their mothers or alane more dften than with other tamily
mambers.

The findinge: of this study suggest that a fiexible home composing
curriculum. combined with the sharing of writing at school can have

an impact on reading readiness. the number of words children can
write, and possibly writing abiity.

I

A COMPARISON OF TWO APPROACHES TO USING
WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM OrderNo. DA8421117

Hawmaran, CaLvinMacCLarey, 20.D. University of Georgia, 1984.
95pp. Director: Dr. Carol J. Figher

Because of recani emphasis upon the process of writing, rather
than th- product of writing, educetors see writing not only as a means
of communicating knowledge, but aiso as a part of the acquisition of
knowledge. What is not yet clear is whether writing about a discipline
other than English should be an integral part of the English
composition class, dual subject approach, or whether writing about &
discipline should be conduclad within the discipline, single subject
spproach (Kinneavy, 1383). Over a two-ysar period, writing samples,
writing attitude surveys, and finai grades in a history class were
colected to deterrine which of the two approaches to writing about
and within a discicline are effective in improving quality of writing,
changing attitude toward writing, and enhancing iearning. One group
had a dual ciass program in which World Civilization content servad
af the reading content for the English class, and the students’ writing
assignments were about the World Civilization content. A second
group had a singie class program in which the content and writing
assignments i the English clags were the same as in all of the English
ciasses at the coliege. The World Civilization class was the same for
both groups, the students wrote more within the discipline under the
dhrection of a protessor who had received training at two writing
acrogs the curriculum workshops. The English professor received the
same training. Pre.writing and post-writing samples and pre-writing
attitude and post-writing attitude surveys were taken from each group
#s well as final evam grades in the World Civilization courses. The
wriling saimples and attitude surveys were scored, 1 nd 1-tesis were
used to determine differences between pre: and pe st-writing samples
i pre. and post-attitude surveys. Pearson produc -moment
correlations were used to determine relationships hetween post.
writing sampleg and post-attitude surveys and between dost-writing
samples and final World Civilization grades.

There were no signiicant ditferences in the pre-writing and post-
wriing samples of both the gual subject group and the aingle subject
group. There were significant diflarances in the pre-wr'ting attitude
and post- writing attitude surveys of the dual subject group, bul there
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wer2 no signihicant difterancas in the pre-wnting attitude and post-
wrting attitude surveys of the single subject group There was no
sgnificant correiation bet ween post-writing samples and post-writmg
attitude surveys for bath,groups, and there was no significant
correlation between post writing samples and final gxam grades in
World Civilization tor both groupe

THE EFFECTS OF IMPLEMENTING "HOCESS WRITING INTO
A SEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH CURJICULUM

: OrdarNo, DAB425249
Haves, BarBara L Eo D De/taState University, 1964. 114pp. -

The study examined the effefix of a nine-weak process wnting unit
upon seventh grade students in two English classes. It also observed
changes in the curnculum of the school's other sevanth grade Engiish
classes. .

Subjects (N = 139) were 12 and 13-year-old studenty in ajunior
high school's six English classes. Two classes (N = 42) becama the
study’s treatment group exposed to a nine-week process writing unit.
Tha other four English classes (N a 97) ware obaerved for changes in
the usual classroom procedures as a result of English faculty share
£48.0n8.

The Language Expression and Language Mechanics subtests of
the California Achiavement Tests ware administared as pretests ar‘q
posttests 1o measurs changes :n the treatment group's language
ability. Pretest and postiest writing samples from all subjects
indicaled changes in the writing ability of both groups. A foliow.up
questionnaire and an interaction analysis provided data on the effecie
of the taculty share sessions.

The findings led to the conclusion that a process writing unit in
nine weeks did not improve language ability skills of the treatment
group but did allow the students to maintain these skiils. Seventh
grade students may nsed more practice of skill, also. to improve their
writing aBility when writing is folistically rated. The range of writing
ability 3s measured by the study's analytic scale may have been
insyfficient. Time crnstraints may have affected tha rating procedure.
Finally, with encouragement, teachers in the study may introdure the
process approach into the schooli's Engiish curriculum. Also, students
in the treatment group perceived writing to bs anioyable.

Three curriculum recommandations came from the findings. THe
school's principal might encourage the English teaciars to continue
the share sesaions, to become cliange agants, and to betrained in -
hotistic scoring. ‘

Several recommendations for turther research were mada. This
study should be rephcated, uging a longer time period. Rater training
and rating procedures using time as a variable should be investigates.
Comparisons between university and sscondary writing instructors as
raters should be made. Procadures should be investigated by which
sacondary Enqilsh ‘eachers can become more effective change
agents.

AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF SENTENCE COMalNI?v?u:tia
A MEANS OF IMPROVING SYNTACTIC MATURITYY
QUALITY AND GRAMMATICAL ELUENCY [N THE

DENTS
J$ OF REMEDIAL HIGH SCHOOL STU
COMPOSITIONS Order No. DAB424227

ira E0 D Colymbia Liniversity Teachars Cplloge. 1884,
gor Protessor Lucy McCormick Calkins

nt tested three relaied hypotheses--whetf;ef

remedhal eleventh grade students t:mnr:gt:ernz:.yengti;\;;rc::;;rgvggem
w more growth in syntactic g J

Tr:c:’r‘ﬁcﬁr}wchu alty, a?nd greater reguctionin :n;ndence:\ﬁ;&:n;s;g;

1han simile r students 1 traditional classes. Ninety re e

wore randomly asaigned to one of four clagses, two O et

xpenmenial grmm) roceived twenty-gix leggons in sente

HavES,
135pp. Spon
Thig experime

1§

combiming in one semesia:, while the other tvo {controt group) had
none Each of two teachers taught an expenimental and control class

Data on six tactors of syntactic maiunty and three factors of
grammatical fluency (run-ons, fragments, verb inflection errors) were
collected and analyzed for signTlicance at the 05 leval from narrative
composihons students wrole as pre and post tests To compare
~1iting quality of the two groups. a system of forced choices between
matched pairs of post lest compositions was used.

Results showed that, vthen compared to the control group,
santence combiners expenanced significant growth on two of $ix
tactors ot syntactic maturity and approached significant growth on
two others. One teacher was more successtul than the other with har
sentence combining group. The comparison of wriling quality favored
naither group One leacher. however, was more successiul with the
control group, the other with the exparimental group. The study thus

suggests that teacher parsonality, rather than a particular pedagogQy
may account for some ettectiveness in teaching writing skills. In '
A8s833ing grammatical fluency, ditterances batwasn groups were

insignificant in number of run-ons and verb errors. The experimantal

@roup wrote significantly fewar fragments, but incidence of
Was minuta to begin with. ¢ idence of error here

One expianation of the resuits is
&re part of a syndrome of failra. Se
be somewhat successful in altering their syntactic behavior. However
in this studg, when compared to conventional methods, it was not '
superior in improving writing quality. Both methods were ineifective in
teaching orror reduction. One spacuiates whether twenty-six lesgons
N 0ne 3eraster is 8nough with any method for such writers to gain
controi over sentences, reduce error, and improve writing quality.

that eleventh grade basic writers
ntence combining instruction may

WRITING iIN A SCIENCE CLASS: A CASE STUDY OF THE
CONNECTICNS BETWEEN WRITING AND LEARNING
OrderiNo, DAB421442

HeaLY, Many K, Pu.D. New York University, 1884. 275pp.
Chairperson: Protessor Gordon Prad)

in the fiekd of written composition there is genarai agreement that
the act of wriang is a powarful means ¢f learning for the writer.
Recantly there has been intereat in increasing the use of writing m
school subjects across the curricuium, Current research in this arme
empheasizes the naed for increased writing both as an aid to students’
understanding of a subject ar4 to their daveiopment as writers.

This study explored the ¢t nirections between atudent writing and
laarning in a seventh grade biology class and documented the
isacher's attempts 10 both introduce new types of writing assignments
in her class and to treat this writing in ways morae congruent with her
prowing understanding of her own writing procr.sses.

The tindings show that the teacher assigned writing 8imos! every
day, both for completion in &:.2¢ and tor homework. But only rarely
did the students use thase writing assignments to make parsonal
connections with new subject matter, to reconatruct it using their own
language. or o raise speculative questions about the material.
Possible reasons for thus finding inciude the teacher's conflicting
goais for her students’ learning of scjence, her uncertain
understanding of the role written language played in this learning,
and her inconsistent instruction for and foliow-up to the wnting
assignments she made. Thia latter inconsistency was found during all
the stages of the writing assignment cycle, describz4 in this study as
i the evants associated with a writing assignment, from the teacher's
introduction and its reception by the students, to the teacher's follow-
up 1o the students’ work via oral or written coinments, angd har further
wetructions,

Thig study revealed a basic disjunction betw2en the teacher's
desire to irtroduce naw writing assignments 1a aid her students’
learning and her proctical knowledge ni F ow (0 introouce and follow-
up such assignments effectively with her “tudents.

The resuits of the study also yielded i iphications for the use of
writing in Science clpsses. in presarvice | d insarvice courses for
scence teachers. and in possible directic ne for future resaarch into
ne connachons batwesn wriing and laar g @ subyact area
cliassrooms
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AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF
INDEBENDENT WAITING TIME AND EXPOSURE TO A
WRITING ROLE MODEL ON SELECTED KINDERGARTEN
CHILDREN OrderNo. DAB423488
Houmes, Juuia Goowsny En D Tne Univershy of Alabama, 1984

~-178pp

Trus study was conducted to determine ff there was any significam
diterence in the gain scores related to (8) concepts about print,

(b} writing vocabulary and (c) pre-reading performance among thrae
groups of selected xindergarten chikdren.-an experiments! group
receiving opportunities forindepandent writing and expasure to a
writing role mode! in the school environmant, an experimental group
rec@iving opporunities tor independent writing without 8 writing role
mocial ang a control group receving no specific treatment Subjects
ware placed randomly into ona of three research groups {0 assure 24
subjects in each group Experimental Group 1 was provided with
ndepandant wriing time and exposure to a wriling rolé model
“xpenmental Group 2 was provided with independent writing hime,
bu. without the writing rote model The Control Group was provided
wiih writing skill sheets The treatment was provided for 20 minutes. 3
aays 8 wesk for the £.-weak duration of the study.

The data reveaiad a siginfizant diferences between the
experimental groups and the control group with respect to gains in
zoncepl!s about print There was a significant dtference between
Experimental Group Y and the other two groups with raspect 10 gaing
In wtiting vocabulary Non significant difierences were found between
the three groips with respect 1o gaing in prereading skiils.

The .dings of this study suggested that independent writing time
had pos..-ve ettects on chilgren’s acquisition of concepts about
~TiNteC .anguage It also suggested that indeoendpnt witing ime with
expOog..re 10 & witing role model 1n the school environmant had
pomitr ¢ efiects on chiidren’'s wnting vocabulary performance.
However independent wriing time, with or without a writing role
model, did not significantly atfect the prereading skiils as determined
by The Matropolitan Readiness Tests,

Imphcations are that chikdren come to school with a weaith of
knowledge about print that could be applied to formal instruction in
reading ang wnting. More research is needsd to ciarity the roie of
ndepandent writing me 1n (he school curriculum, Also, the effects of
a writing role model at ditferent grade levels need 10 be determined.

LITERATURE AS$ EQUIPMENT FOR WRITING:
APPLICATIONS OF KENNETH BURKE'S DRAMATISM TO
THE TEACHING OF COMPOSITION DrderNo. DABA22849

JACO®. MARTIN James, Pu D Unfvors/ry of OQrsgon, 1984 1'68pp.
Adviser John T. Gage

EMective writing 8xhibits the intention of tha authar fittad to the
naeds. desires. intarests, knowledge, experience..what Kenneth
Burke calls the or-.ntaiion--of tne reader To achieve this fit, authors
must consider topics from the parspectivas of their audiences.
Students who can do this 4fe tearmad “relativists” by William G. Perry,
and their cognitr:a acts demonstrate what Jean Piaget terms “tormal
operatonal thinking.” s

Burke, Perry, and Piaget believe that as human hengs matura
phys.cally. .ntetlectually. and etincaily, they becoma auie to devalon
the skills required for rhetorici’ iuency Research on cognitive
davelopment shows that while collega freshmen are capabls of such
akilis, very law have developed them Thus, instructors of freshmen
composition teach an art requinng fermal oparational thinking and
ralatviam to concrete duahsts.

Thia study axplores the usafuiness of Burke's dramatws far
mproving ragtoncal iuancy, and offers soma apphcatons of hig

i

haary to a methodalogy and & method Tor teaching sating the bast
res0 cnapters descrnbe thi davalopment and ettects of nnantatinng,
and end by discussing how the “technological puychosis” Buhe 9
waren for the socioeconomic Jaitgaist that has shapsd tha modarn
sge--has led 10 Instruction in composition that neglects cogritive
development.

The last part of thig study shows how Burke s dramatisr can
mprove instruction in composition His philosopn, assurnes the
reiativity of all onentations, considers the ramifications of thig
relativity, and offers a system for bridging onentations and thereoy
communicating Appied 1o compnsition, dramatism would use (ter&ary
workg that that expose stugents to anternative, powertu! perspecti«es,
in order 1o introduca the disaqu ibnium which induces cogritive
development By means of dramaiistic analys 8, students gain
expariencs in analyzing and ur«darstanding othar perspectives so that
they become able. whan writing, 16 respond ta the onentationg of thew
sudiances and thareby (o discover and expand shared teliefs. .

.

PERSUASIVE WRITING: ROLE OF WRITERS' VERBAL
ABILITY AND WRITING ANXIETY wHEN WORKING UNDER
TIME CONSTRAINTS OrdarNo. DAB427549
KgaN, DONALD KENT, PH D. University of Gaorgia, 1384 84pp.
Dirsctor: Shawn M. Glynn

The persuasive writing skills of undergraguate students were
axamined. The students were asked 10 produce persuasive latters to
convinca a school board to accept aither a pro orcon stand on
corporal pynishment in the clagsroom. In Experiment 1. the students
were limited in the amount of time they had to produce the letters it
Experiment 2, the students had an unkimited amount of time to

produca their letters. in both experiments, the stydergts' Schoh_sﬁc.
Aptitude Test varbal ability scores were positiveiy coqelateq with
holistic ratings of quality, and negatively correlated with their w.ntinq
anxiety and mechanics srrors. Taken together, tha findings mdu;a!od
that verbal ability facilitates persuesive writing performance. whild
writing anxiety inhibits it. the findings also provided some s'uppon for
the notion that verbal ability largely determines writing anxiety.
Finally, the findings suggested that the avallability of additionad
writing time does not necsssarily lead to fewer mechanics errom or -
greatar production of original arguments.

APPARENT REGRESSIOQM IN STUDERNT WRITING
PERFORMANCE AS & FUNCTION OF UNRECOGNIZED
CHANGES IN TASK COMPLEXITY OrdarNo. DABA42 (K7

KemcH, CaTHARINE Lucas, Pu.D. Univarsity of Caillornia, Barkolay,
1964, 396pp.

The study addresses the problem of unexpected dropy in 3cuies
cn sequences of essay tests, identitying some. cases of apparent
sgression in performance level as a function of unevaluated changes
n the wriling task: as some students attempt mare in writing, they iose
control of rhetor:cal niceties traditionally rewarded by readers, or they
mix methods oi taxt construction proper to different kindg of texis
which they have not yst fully differentiated, causing pertormanie
scores to drap. A new method of classifying diicourses types 14
preganted which allows more precise inguistis and 1f 2tonral
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Aocapt o of ahat stude sy o diffarently bom one wnting occawon
et ngxt, and whuch mai. s poasible a set of testable hypothe es
A tha affacts on peidormance scoras of changes i task cong’ ual
The ne.. digeou! 3a typology 19 compar d to exasting discourse
classitying systems anc ilust ated by references to published essay.
and samples of student texts In addiicn, a longitudinal sampla of
student essays from tha high school years s analyzed and three cass
studiss are prasented vhich LHow bow irs elses in text awarenaas
within & text type (si.ch ag neranon) apgp.2ar ~qult in improved
sCOrNg 2 the student moves from nowvice 1o ex. 1t clatus, vhile o
SetCi to A new texitype (as trom narration 1o expasiion) may result
n draps in scores as studenty atemopt 10 use composing skil's
diftarent in kind from .onefuriaerly mastered The study outhines a
Jevelopmental hiararchy «§ compatible with current theornes of
zognitive development a0 guggests nes. applications of those
ihaones to writing, especially donng the crget and consohdation of
“tormal operationy " imphcations tor avaluating and teaching writing
ara Jiscussed

FMHANCEMENT OF MIDDLE SCHAOOL STUDENTS' WRITTEN

PRHODUCTION THROUGH THE ! £ OF WQRD PHOCESSING
OrderNo. DAB427887

Koewg, Jerrery L. Py D Kansas State Linivercity, 1984. 100py

This study examined @ possibility the use of a word procesaor
would sigmticartly enha: ce the quality of students’ written
production From a volur 'eer sarnple of middla.-schoo! students. torty
subjects wera randomly <elected actually to participats. Those forty
were randomly assigned to either treatment or a contrel group and,
under ex.ch condition. to e.ther & power or a time constrained group.
T-astmant group subjects were trained in the 'se of a microcomputer
word proc nsor and produced a creative writ, 7 sample aftar training.
Control sui.,ects produced a freehand creati.e wnting sample +hich
28 transfornieqd to the word processor axactly as hand written. The

udents’ wniungs were scored blind by an indep.andent professional
- sting corporation. providing twa separate scores, one for
mechanics. another for usage. In additior:. subjec:s were timed for
completion and revisior and completed semant diferertial attitude
surveys on the constructs “wating’, ‘word processing’, and
computers’.

Four two dimensicnal multivanate aralyses of variance wera
utilized 1, axarmine Jitferences among and across the four groups on
the saven 1ependent measureg Univainate analyses of variance werg
unin the presaence of significant multivanate effects and tha Tukey
Honestly Significant Ditferance tachmque was used to explora
significant interactions

Sigrficantly rors posilive attitudes iowerd the constructs ‘wnting’
and ‘tomputery’ vere regoried by cantrol group subjects While no
dfterences were found or time for complstion, treatrment subjects

apant sigrufic intly more tirnd in the revision of I‘neir work. Treaimant
subiects e 1ated as having partormed siynificantty better than
_uatrol subyects on both machancs and usaye No significant effects
iy the pawer versus hme constrained conditiong wera found
Campanng the grouns uhing altitude and pedormance schies
sunultanecusly provided ¢sattly the same conclusong as had the
pomary anahses

The targely unespocted results ol the attitude 1atings weee
ceplamned A an 4ni naly of the timing of agmiristration of the + ales
CRal e Almic ot by ts dud oot spend sigmbcantly more time i
Completion se Lantidiy toamtal expectabions hut appatently
Lt LsIng MICrocumpuler woid rocesaing do spend more e
soon g thaee work o Ao At preduce superean productaan

I o o fancs and oy

INFINITE COMVERSATION:
RHFTORICAL INVENTION
'gFevRE, KAREN BuRKE, 17y
419¢0

w SQCIAL PERSPECTIVE ON
OrdarNo, DAB426526
Rensselawr Polytachme -nstitute, 1984,

Since the mineteenth century, rhetnrnical invention has been
portrayed in Amenca as - «hcally indraduahgtic The "Platonme™ v aw
o invention that prevails in composition (hecry and ;  dagogy sees
truth as accessible by ourely individual efforts As in Plato’s story of
thy soul that unfolds its wings when reminded of the ideal reality it
once peheld, this view holds that invention is tha racovery and
expression of ar individual's latant ideas, iInner vnic@, of innate
cegnitive structures. -

While this Platonic view 6ncouragas self-expression and reassures
writarg Of their resource: vithin, it presents an incomplete picture of
nvention. Thig study arguag thet invention & best undersicod as &
socd) act in which an individual who is at the same time a social being

intergets dialectically with scaisty and culture in a distinctive way to

creald somethir - new Invention is seen as a rhetorical act involving
speging and w ing &t imes irvolving m2-e than one person,
beginning with & writer and ending with & reader, and extending ower
time through a seres of trangaction and 17 1s,

invention 18 social in many ways. One 1 ents wath language that is
socially created and shared. Invention ofter occurs through an
internal dialogue with an imag:ned other, in a socially learned
process. Invention 18 enahled by an internal social construct of
audience, which supplhes preamises and siructures of belisfs that
guiia the writar. Writars invulve other psople as collabora.ors, or as
aditors whose ~ommants ax] invention, or as “resonators” who
nourish the devalopment of Ide&s. To create discourses such ga
contra. 18, traatiey, and business proposals, two or mora writers must
invent tngather. Finally, invention is powerfully influencad by socisl
collectivas, such a¢ nstitutidns, bureaucracies, and guvernments,
ihg transmit expec .ations and prohibiions, encouraging nertain
«aas and discouraging othars.

The study discusses the implications of viewing inventior as &
s.cial act and conclutes that composition theory and pedagogy
shouk! be revised to tako into  scount the social relationships that re
o rex 233ary foundation for rhe wical invention.

TEACHING ENGLISH COMPOSITION 1O DEVELOPMEN AL
STUDENTS AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL: A FREE
WRITING/LARGUAGE STLUDY APPRODACH VERSUS A
STRUCTURED WR'TING/LANGUAGE STUDY APPROACH

Order No. DAB42812¢
Lgvns, Rusy Mae, Py D Kansas State Uriversity, 1984, 135pp.

The purpose ct this study was to determmne if 8 {ree
writing/language study epproach was more effective in teaching
dsvelopmental students English composition as compared to 8
traditional structured wiiting/language study approach. Two intact
experimental groups were used in this study! Group 1 serving a3 8
tractmeni group and Group 2 as a carnpanson group. Group 1 (22
subiects) was exposed 1o the iree writing/language study appioach;
Growup 2 (30 subjects) was exposed to the structured
writing/lanquage study approach The population was comprised nf
firgt year and second year students enralled in the Developmental

ghisn Program ot Grambling State University durning the 1983 Fall
Lamester

Wrniting samoles were used a5 &8 measute of student witing
pertormance Ten composibons. inclusive of a pretest and posttent,
~are evaluated 1o deteraing the eflectsy of the free writing and
structlured wrnting tre nentg A holishie method of evaluation was
amployed in the a0 i ot individual compoasitions | ach compesition
aacated tor oy eralb quatty using 8 1 {iowest quality) through 6




thahest quakily) scale Evaluations were bases on the tollowing
craena (Coaper and Coall, 1877) realization (the extent 1o wh 1 tha
wntic g declly refiects the wotlsr's own expenence), Comprer. asion,
orgamization, density ofinjors - stion, and control of wiitten language

Scores tor the pretest and ail other expenmental compositonsg
weare analyzed by means of the ttest for two independsnt samples
The 1 2test and positest scores were compared by i :ans of the one-
way . 1alysis of vanance technique.

The hypclhesis tested was that of no < gniticant difference in the
quait- of the w.iling performance of developmental studentstaught
Enghsh composition using a free writing/language study approach as
compared to developmental stud: nts taught using a traditional
structured wniting/language stud, approach Based upon the results
of the data collected in this study. the null hypothesis was retained at
the 0 08 signific.ince level The free writing/language study approach
and the gtructureg writing/language study approach to teaching
English composition appeared to be statstically equal in therr eftects
on the wnting cerformance of Jevelopmental students, with raspact 1o
the time element conadered in gdministering the two treatmants.

LEARNING, TEACHING, AND WRITING: A WORKSHOP
USING TANSPARENCIES Order Ko. DAB4248061

LouTH, Ricano Henry, Pr: D University of Virginia, 1883. 200pp.

Part One. “Learrmng, Teaching. and Wnting,™ concerns the
' relatonship between learning thaory and approaches to teaching
writing. Tius discouree examines thaory off learning and writing,
snpiores traditional techniques and /ecant alternatives, and proposes
a new techniqua, based on the principle of active learning, for
teachung writing 1¢ large classes. Educators suggest that becauss
learning is a process requiring initiative, contradiction, and
experiment, the teacher serves best as a “facilitator” ysH0, without
forfeiting his iraditional authority, maintaing an atmosphere of inquiry
and interaction. Also, researche: - in wriling describe writing as an
sclive process of communication o 1fhply that composition is best
laarned through active engagement in the process--through
dwzovery, dialogue, and experimant i1- the classroom. Traditional
“receptive” methods of instruction and recent "active” giternatives,
despite their strengths. often prove ineffective in large writing clagses.
A modified workshaop using tha whola class, students’ writing, and
rransparencies 1s demonstrated to be both theoretically sound and
practic:  rteaching writing to classas of twenty or more students.
Part . 0 “Faulkner's Sanctuaries,” concerns Fautkner'sironic
use of sanctuariesin seven novels. Most of Faulkner's characiers
ssek and .ind sanctuary, but few find unambiguous havens. The
majonty of his characters discover doubls.natured sanctuaries. .
sheiters both ordered and chaotic which provide refuge yet imprison.
Bayard Sartoris. the Compsons, the Bundrens, Horace Benbow, Joe
Christm: ., Thomas Sutpen. and lke McCashin are primary exampies.
Faulkner's depictinn of thase characters &nd their sanctueries
gdemonatrates thg rony of hus vigion,

REL THONSHIPS BETW N IMPLE TEMTATION |LEVELS AND
SELLCTED FACTORS OF CONCERN AND COMPONENT USE
OF 1M LMENTERS OF A DISTRICT.DEVELQPED
COMPOSITION CURRICULUM Ordar No. DASS(G3438
Fvrsigs, Ryt Ann Fineig, PR D The Unive sity of Nehraska - Lincoln,
1984 141pp Adwisers Erwin M Goldenioin, Clarice M Ramsey
The study measured jumor and semicr high tea.hers’ use of and
concarng about a distnict developed composition curriculum Two

ey s wore admimsterad during one month to 81 junior and sonior
g tenct o of rempotition Both surveys were based on tha

Loncerns Based Adoption Model (CBAM) of the Resdarch und

Development Center tor Taacher Education &t the University of Texas .

atAustin On a Program Use Checklist, teachars reported their use of
tweive curriculum components, on a8 Concerns Questionnaire thay
reported their attitudes toward the curriculum.

For data analysis eubjects were divided by their Program Use
Checklist scores into groups of (a} iow and high implementers,
{b) junior and senior high low implementers, and (¢} junior and
sanior high high implementars Concerns Questionnaire scores were
aggrenated into seven stages. awareness, informational, personal,
man¢ mant, consequence, collaboration, and refocusing. Uss of a
repeated meagures analysis of variance and a Kruskal-Wallis ona-way
analysis of variance produced six findings: (1) There is significent
interaction betwean implem 'ntation level (sacondry low or high) and
concarns about the curriculum. (2) Thers is no significant interaction
between low implementers at school levels (junior or senior high) and
concerns about the curriculum. {3) There is no significant interaction
between high implemanters at school levels (junior or sanior high:)
and concerns about the curriculum. {4) There is a significant
difference between seconc ry low and high implementers in ut. ¢
curnculum comnonents. (5) Thereis a significant diffarence between
junior and seni.. high low implementers in use of curriculum
components. (6) There is a significant difference between junior and
senior high high implementars in use of curriculum components.

Study data have strong implications of insarvice planning. These
nclude: (&) junior and senior high curric ulum inservire need not be
dfterentiated, (b) consequence and refocusing concerns have first
priority tor attention, and (¢) curriculum components need to be
identified and rationa’e for use of each provided.

AN EXAMINATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
MARSHALL WRITIN WORKSHOP APPROACH IN TEACHIKG
WRITING Order’ ,DAB425043

McCLARAN, NancY Lou Eusanxs, ED.D. East Taxas State University,
1984, 224pp. Adviser: M. B. Nelson

Purposes of the Study. The purposes of the study were to
determine whather or not gains made by Marshall Writing Workshop
students were greater over a one-year period than those made by
comparable students in a traditional writing program and to determine
whaether or not the Marshall Writing Workshop was of comparable
banefit to three different tanth grade ability groups--honors, regular,
and basic.

Procedure. Subi-~ts were a random sampis of students in grades
seven through tenv - ere enrolled in two East Texas school
districts in 1982:83. students were matched for sex, race, and English
grade point average. Beginning-of-year writing samples and end-of-
year writing samples were scored by the Diederich Analytic Scale.
Using the t test for correlated groups, two-tailed, with significance at
the .05 level, a comparison of pratest scores, posttest scores, and
gain scores was made.

Findings. Findings of tha study include the following three
categories: (1) Pretest Essays--Marshall Writing Workshop students’
scores were significantly lower than those of students in a traditionsi
program 1t grades seven, eight, and ten basic; there were ng .
mgnificant differances in grades nine, ten advanced, and ten reguis
(2) Posttest Essays.-Marshall Writing Workshop students’ mean
score was significantly higher for grade ten, advanced and regular.
(3) Mean Gain--Marshall Writing Workshop students’ me&n gain
scoras were significantly higher in five out of the six groups in the
stu.)y--grades seve cight, mine, ten advanced, ang ten reguiar--
excepting only the L. grade basic group.

conclusions. (1) The Marshall Wnting Workshop program
produced significantly higher 1ams in general ment for all groups
axcapt the tenth grade basw lentg {2) Marshall Wnting Workahop
studants of ail lavels produced significantly longer positest esaays
(3) Tha m~ hanics of wrnting (usage, punch ation, apelling,
handwotir hid not snpear to b sigificantly atected by either

~orkahor iraditional treatment

1
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CURRICULUM OF MDDLE SCHOOL: A DESCRIPTIVE
SYUDY OF THE TEACHING OF WRITING

OrdarNo. DAB4A2444R
Manvin, Jume Manry, Py D Michigan State University, 1984 187 pp.

The purpose of this study was 16 describe and sxplain tha writing
curnculum of one ¢class of entering middle-school stydents during
one schoo! year Compenents studiod were the selaction and
organization, instruction in and avaluatio' of writing activities. Four
explov atory questions guided the study. 1) What writing curriculum
does th.e middie school teacher develop and implement with her
siugents? (2) How does tha teacher implement the writing
curriculum? (3) What sre the: responsibiiities 1 the students for
enacting the writing curriculum? and (4) What relationshipdoes .
writing have 10 other slements of the school curriculum?

Erhnographic methods involved ongoing proceases of data
cotlection, and concurrent analysis of data to validaia findings by
noting repeated cbservations of simiiar events, and by triangulation,
or by comparing results with other types of evidence. Data sources
inc.uded fieid notes, teacher journal entries, interviews, videotapes,
writing aamples and otherschool antfacts. Writing activities of & sixth-
grade teacher of communication arts and social studies and her
students wers :dentified, described and reiated to one anafiiar, The
meaning of thess writing activities was interpreted from tae
viewpoirits of participants, or insixders, parnticularty that of the teachaer.
Findings were aisc interpreted fram the viewpoint of ouisi' ‘s, that e,
form perspectives represented by theorista of curricuia, namety,
Ralph Tyter, John Dewey, and Paulo Freire.

Findings include the following. The description and axplanation of
curricular activities illustrate thirt the leacher selecied and
implemented interrelated, experience-based, creative writing
activities of increasing complexity in view of student needs and
interests. She prefigured prerequisite akill iIossons with longer, or
more compiex and creative writing projects t0 meet her goals that
each student experience success, expend his or har best efforts,
improve writing skills, and clarity thinking. She shared with her
students roles of evaluating, providir 1 individual assistance, modeling
writing processes and products, dec.sion-making, and iistening to
snd resding the writngs of other students. Sha aleo transforred

district and school imposed constraints into opportunities for mesting
her curricular gr 8.

A COGNITIVE-PROCESS APPROACH TO COLLEGE

COMPOSITION: A COMPARATIVE §TUDY OF UNSKILLED

WRITERS OrderNo. DABA2121@
A

Maisgn, ManY Jonpan, Eo D Harvard University, 1884. 138pp.

Recent resaarch (n1o tha CompPosing Process suggests th.
unskilied writers lack strategies and knowli~=rige of the writing process
per »@. Thus by focusing on writing strate,..9 and process
awareness, nstructors may find potential for meaningful mlc&r\/cnhon
into the process This study inveatigates the effects of such
intervention, of 8 process approach to teaching unskilled writers at
the coliege level Alths same time, it explores the efiacis ot de-
emphanis of the traditional grammar approach Two major questions
focus the research. (1) will students who receive & protess approach
demonstrate better ovaral! parformance on expository writing tasks
than those who receive a traditional approach; (2) will students who
receive a ge-emphasized approach 10 grammai demonstrate
proficiency in this area regardiess. ,

A ona semester auasi-expenmeantsal study of two basic writing
classes (N « 35) was conducied at 8 state yruvarsity in the Midwest.
Two ditferent instructional approaches wer impiementad: (1) &
process ApHroAch conmsting of direct inst. 7 ion n writing strajeg e,
custamed aitantion 1o the composing process. and hmited mstruchon
inogrammar and (2) 8 traditbonal spproach heavily concentratad n a

'.‘ -
oy

grasmmar workbook Al other instructional and currnicular aspects
were the same for both classes.

Pre. and post-tests in expositoy writing. grammar, and process
awareness ware sdministered Analysis of this data (matched-parr,
two-tailed t tests) inchcated that the process-oriented class made
statistically significant gains Qn three of the four writing measures
whaereas the traaitional class mag none. 8oth classes showed &
sgnificant ditference on the grammar post-test However, the proceas
class had the ligher mean change score Similarly, hoth ciasees
demonstrated sigrnificant ditferences on the process awareness
measure. but again, the process ciass had the highar mean change
score. The rehability of the instrument, which was developed for this
study, may have been a factor in this outcome however. In agdition,
comparisons v <r& made with two other basic writing classes.
Anaiyses of theee resulis (ANCOVA) genaerally support the findings for
4 Process Approsch.

PLUGGING YOUR PENCIL INTO THE WALL: AN
INVESTIGATION OF WORD PROCESSING AND WRITING
8KiLLS AT THE MIDOLE SCHOOL LEVEL

Order No. DABSC2008

MLLEm, Samuen Kirsy, Px.D. University o1 Oragon, 1984. 111pp.
Adviser: Robert Sylwester

This experimental study investigated whethu: Jifferences existed
in wriling and attitude toward writing betwesr; tv. - groups of 28 sixth
grade students, one who revised paragraphs using Anple lie
microcomputars with THE BANK STREET WRITER wiird processing
program and one who usad & pencil and papor, Dutn @ a four-week
period the students composed and edited paragraphs prompted by
pictures printad in & writing manual. Data to measur> writing quantity
and writing quality were gathered at four points. Ratrs trained in
holistic writing assesament procedures evaluatad typed copias of the
students’ writing. Data to measure attitudes about writing were
derived from surveys completed at the beginning and end of the
study. The reaults indicate no significant ditferences in writing and
sttitude toward writing between the groups. Both groups’ nieans wese
sbove the midpoint on scaled ratings for quaiity of paragra. s written
and attitude toward writing. Further studies and ideas for usmg word
processors to improve writing skills are suggested.

CRITERIA AND CONSISTENCY OF FRESHMAN
COMPOJITION EVALUATION: A MATIONAL STUDY

OrderNo. DAB422B82

hoome, WayNe Jown, Jr, PH.D) North Texas State University, 1984,
2X0np. ‘

The probiam this study was concerned with was that ¢
deterrmining the criteria and consistency of college {reshinan
composition in the United States. The purposes were 10 describe sand
rank the evaluator factors and criteria reportedly used and actuaily
used: 10 assess the consistency of evaluations; and 10 identity
relationships between scores assigned freshman writing and various
charocteristics of evaluators, including eyaluator's type of school.

A random sample of 600 members of the College Section of the
National Countil of Teachers of English received questionnaires and
wriling samples to evaluate Three hundred eighty Six regponses wer
neluded 1n the testing of the sixteen hypothases.

The study ingicated that thare are no significant Jdifference, in the
mern acores of writing samyles scored by evaluators in comimunity
Lollsgesd, Ccollegos, and univarsities, that there s more agreenmnt than




di3d;reernent among 18ach w8 with regard 10 critena, that evaiuators
a3%ign scores based on their stated criteria, that using tactor such as
a38. gender.  =hooj size. hours of compoation/rhetos «; education,
degrees held. years'of teaching experience. and method of evaluatior.
are of iittle use as prediciors of scores assigned 1o writing sampies by
freshman composition teachers. that tew evaiuators use scales tor the
evaluation of writing, that most teachers use the holistic method for
svaluation that ideas expressed and organization are the most
important critena lor most evaluators, that teachert a38ign lower
sCores 1O writing sampies weak in organization and ideas expressed

than to 5ampies weak in mechamics and usuge, fhm teachars most
clearly recognize weaknesses in organization wheh they evaluate

writing, and that writing sampies should be 8 masor part of any
assessmant of writing.

M “FFECTS OF COMPUTER-ASSISTED WRITING ON THE
COr 7SING PROCESSES OF BASIC WRITERS
) ‘ OrderNo. DAB426448

NicHOLS, RanoAaLL GRaMawm, Pnl.o. The Ohio State University, 1984,
181pp. Adviser: Professor John C. Belland

More and more basic (developmentai/ramadial) writers are using
word processing programs to compose university-level writing-
assignments. NO resaarch existed which examined changes in
compoaing processes of basic writers who begin using a word
processing program for composing. f changes occur, basic writing
instructors, designers of word processing systems, and basic writers
should be made aware of them. Consequently, this study sxamined
ftve basic writers who, first, used pen and paper t complete an “in.
class” writing assignment. Then they learned to 1.:n "BANK STREET
WRITER," a word processing program designed for writers at about
the midd!e school level. Then they usad the word processing system
to compiete an assignment similar to ihe first. During both sessions,
their writing and verbalizations about their writing processes were
video and audio taped. The writers were interviewed before and after
the sessions. Compuirisons of the computer- sssisted sessions to the
conventional sessions revealed the folowing: reductions in the
number of second physical dratts, shorter sassions, increased edits.
production of shorter text strings, increased readings of the topic,
gecreased verbalizations of assessments of texts, greater production
of words, system-caused interventions in composing. Each of these
results is discussed, with a major conclusion baeing that computer-
assisted writing did not generally affect the goals and plans of thase
writers. -

£0

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE BFFECTS OF SENTENCE
COMBINING AND $TORY EXPANSION DELIVERED BY WORD
PROCESSING MICROCOMPUTERS ON THE WRITING

ABILITY OF SiXTH GRADERS OrderNo. DAB427993
feen. Kanen Lee. Ep . Texas Tach University, 1984 75pp.
Charperson Dr Michael Angelott!

Purpose Thig study was designed to investigate the eflects of
sentence combining and story expansion dehvereq hy word .
urocessing microcomputers on the written syntactic matu. ity of sixih
grader3in an effort todentity a fea nle method of computer

dolvered wiiting matruction. ﬂ
Mracoduras A pratest-posttent analyus of covananca design v as

Jeed 1 tost tha two hypotheaes (1) nncrocomputar dakivary of

h

)

sentence combimng angd Jtory expansion would significantly increase

. the embeddings per T-unit of students in the experimental group as

compared to students in the control group, and (2) Mm..roromputaer
delivery of sentence combining and story expansion would
significantly increase the mean T-unitlengih of students in the
experimental group as compared to students in the control group.
The researcher trained sixth grade language arts teacher in word
processing and setence combining techniques. Each of three intact
sixth grade language arts classes (N = 88) at Bowman Middle School

in Plano 1.5.D. represantsd one of the tollowing treatments:

{4) combined effects of sentence combining, story expansion, and
microcomputer delivery (Group A); (b) sentence combining and
microcomputer delivery (Group B); and (c) traditional delivery of
sentence combinlr - leasons (Group C).

Appropriate stu unts were trained in word processing and
sentence combining. Each teacher introduced one 50-minute setence
combining lesson a week during the six week study. G.oups used
identical sentence combining lessons designed by the researcher.

Prg- and posttests of narrative writing ability stimulated by scripts
desiyned by the researchar were adminislared ons week prior to and
tollowing tre * + :nt. Tests were analyzed for number of embeddings
par T-unit & mean T-unitlength. Analysis of covariance was used to
determine statistical significance (p < .05) of the influence of
treatmant on writing maturity.

Findings. Based on analysis of covariance, the researcher failed to
reject the lirst hypothesis There was a stalistically significant
difference among groups’ embeddings per T-unit mesasures, with
scores for Group A increasing more than scores for either Groups B
o/ C The researcherfailed to accept the secondiypotheses, which
was based on mean T-unit length.

Further research s needed 1o investigate variabies which might
uicrease the effectiveness and feasibility of this techniqua.

THE EFFECTS OF SENTENCE COMBINING ON THE WRITING
OF BASIC WRITERS IN THE COMMUNITY COLLEQGE
O:derNo. DAB423082

PowaiL, Jovce Eamnve, E0.D. East Toxas State University, 1984,
225pp. Advisar: Joyce E. Millgr

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study was 1o determine
the effacts of sentence combining on syntactic fivency, judged
quaiity, anc’  ~quency of punctuation and usage errors in the writing
of commur: , college basic writing students. The specific purpose
was to datermine the effects of the sentence-combining curricuklum of
The English | 1odules on the writing of basic writars.

Procedu:e. The population tor this experiment was basic
students enrolled in Developmental Writing 090 in the fall semaster of
1683 on the Cedar Valley campus of the Dallas County Community
College. The sample was divided into an experimental and controd
group; two instructors each taught an experimantal and a control
class. The treatment consisted of fittesn. forty-five minute sessions of
sentence combining from The English Modules. The control group
studied grammar The data were drawn from pretest and posttest
sasays and Syntactic Maturity Test (SMT) " Aluminum,” written by
uxty one subjects at the beginning and end of the sixlean - weaek
expariment. The essays were typed and coded, and copies were
holistically scored by six English teachers. Cupies of the same essays
were marked for four errors. The investigator markad and tabulated
the SMT for T-unit. clause length, and clauses per T-unit.

Findings. Analysis of covariance, with pretests as covariates, wias
used to compare the groups on syntactic fluency, judged quality, and
arrors in punctuation and usage With the same maasures, Student's
ttest was used 10 analyze tha diference between pretest and posttest
means for both groups. The 05 level wasg set to determine
agnificance

Wher the two groups were compared. the expenmental group was
agmificant on T-unit langth measure of syntactic fuene y and an




subtact-vert errors The control group was signiticant on jud jed
quaity. The expenmentsl group reported pretest-postiest signiticance
on all three measures of syntactic fluency and on two errors: fused or
comma-spliced ang subject-verb agreement.

Conclusion. The increase in syntactic tiuency in the experimental
group suggests that the sentence-combining curriculum of The
Engiish Modu/es had a positive efiect on the writing of students iri the
axperimental group Although it may have produced lower judged
quality of writing scorgs, sentence combining appesred 10 reduce

_certain @rrois.

AHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF INTELLECTUAL PROCESSES IN
STUDENT WRITING: LINGUISTIC CUES IN THE QUALITY-
RATED WRITING OF COLLEGE PRE-FRESHMEN

OrderNo. DAB428795

Quinn, DEnwis P, Pu.D. Bowling Gresn Slate Unive-sity, 1984. 148pp.

Based on the work of tagmemicist K. L. Pike, Lee QOdell posited the
exiatence of “linguistic cues,” specific surface structure features of
written prose which reflect the use of five fundamental intellectual
processes, here calied Physical Context, Sequence, Contgast,
Classification. and Change. This study was designed to st Odell's
question about wh@ther “there i likely 1o be a strong connection
between a reader’s holistic judgment [of an essay's quality] and the
relative number of intellectual processes refiected (by the use of
linguiatic cues] in an esaay” (Odet, 1977, p. 130). Odell had found

that increasad fraquency of uas of the linguistic cuea in students’
essays refiected increased “maturity” of ihelr weriting.

This study examined the frequency of use of linguistic cues in the
~weak,” "average,”.and "sophisticated” piacement test essays of
seventy-three coliege pre-freshmen to determine if any correlation
could be found to exist between valid, reliable determinations of
quality and the frequency of occurrence of lingustic Cues.

The statistical tests, Pearson r and ANOVA, failed to show any
correlation betwean frequency of use of the linguistic cues and
Solistic judgments of quality. On the average, 8l of the students used
all of the linguistic cues with approximately equal fréquency.

The study concluded that much more work needs to be done
regarding Odell's suggestiona before it can be said that/specific
surtace structure features of students’ prose can be an o
determinants of quality. .

AUDIENCE AWARENESS AMD ADAPTATION IN THE

PERSUASIVE WRITING OF PROFICIENT AND

NONPROFICIENT COLLEGE FRESHMEN
OrderNo.DAB/R7563

Rarotw, Bennett AL Ep D. University of Georgla, 1884. 188p;-.
Dwector: Donald L Rubin

This study identified important dfterences between prbﬂc'nem and

nonp icient college freshman writers in theic handiing of a specific
sudi ce (reader). It investigated the common assumption that good
writers, unlike poor writers, are more aware of their audience and that
they are better able to adapt their essaya for a particular audisnce.
Previous theory and research in composition has drawn many
links between the quality of persuasive rhetoric and the writer's
attantion (o the needs, interests, and backgrounds of an intendeu
sudience. Pravioua research has also related audience to the writar's
capacity for forming multiple perspactives. In general, though,
research has baen lacking in (1) its attempt to establish specific,
situation bassd criteria of audience adaptation, and (2) its attempnt te
connect tha mediating influences of & writar's awaz ness of audience

with specific features of writen text. This study examined the content
of parsuasive essays w.itten for a specific audience Essays were
analyzed for adaptationa requiring writers’ high and low level
w‘rgncm.x Writers were measured for their levels of : wareness of
spacific piecey of idormation about the audience, as wvell as for thair
isvels of perspective-taking ability (social cognition) and their
att’tudes toward the writing topic. These characteristics of the writers
were then related to audience adaptstions in their essays.

Findings indicate that when minimal information was given about
the audiencs, proficient and ncnproficient writers showed equal
levels of adaptation. When mors information was given, proficient
writers _took greater advantage of it than nonproficient writers,
pfoducmg significantty more adaptations, especially those requiring
low level inferences; there were no differences betweasn groups in the
number of high inferance adaptations. Audiance awareness wae
found to be a sigtificant predictor of the r.umber of high inference
adaptations that writers mede. The ouicomes of this study sipport
npgcts of the supposed reletionship between writing ability and
audiarce adapti tion. Findings about the reiationship betwesn the
final written products and such mediating influences as audierce

awareness and perupective-taking ability are interpreted in iight of
current theory.

THE VALIDATION OF 1'\;45 WRITING ASSESSMENT TEST
Order No. DAB415633
SeaL, Katny Lex, Ep.D. Tha Johns Hophing University, 1884, 188pp.

The purpose of the study was to design and to validate a criterion-
relerenced writing lest, the Writing Assessment Test (WAT). The teat
is dasigned to be used for diagnostic decisions about writing skill
strengths and weaknesses in grades four and five.

‘The subjects consisted ot 104 fourth and fifth grade students, 52
achieving writers and 52 low achieving ones. Theas saiples were
used in several reliability and validity studies: dacision validity, :
crncurrent validity, construct validity, decision reliability and
interscorer reliability.

The results of the validity studias indicated the fr.llowing:

(1) dacision validity evidence related to the cutting score for the total
tost revealed 97% correct classifications (2) concurrent validity
evidence indicated that the relationships between the WAT and three
cher writing measures were statistically significant but of varying
magnitudes (ranging from .32 to .8). (3) Construct vaiidity evidence of
the WAT indicated that three ot the oral versus written language
correlations were significant, but rather low (less than .39).

Two reliability studies were conducted. The first which used
Huynh's method indicated & decision stability index of 50 The
second study which examined interscorer reliability yieided &
genaraiizability cosfiicient of .99.

THE EFFECTS OF ORAL AND ORAL-VISUAL DICTATION
EXERCISES ON A SPECIFIC WRITING $SKILL ¢ SELECTED
COLLEGE DEVELOPMENTAL STUDE! s

Order No. DAB42588S

| SimaEraL. RONALD MaURICE, PH.D. The Louisiana State University and

Agricuttural and Mechanical Col., 1984. 148pp. Supervisor:
Professor Robert E. Spears

This research was designed to exsimine the eflects of dictation
rxercises on the scores of developmental students on atestof &
spacitic English writing skill. Additonaity, the study examined the
differances in thess scores basec on the preference type scales ol the
Myars-Briggs Type Inv’cator (MBT!) in order to test thé hypothesie
hat certain MBT) types that handle the oral lsnguage wall would leam
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wating sklls fasier when exposed to dictation exercises relatad to
thosa skilig

A pre-test and a post test were sdministered 10 three groups of
dgswsiopmental wiiting students at Nicholls State Limversity. All three
groups were taught writing skills using tha controlied composition
method which emphasizes imitation and prootreading skills as wajl ag
the developmental writing student's facility with the oral language.
One t(eatment group received teacher-rated, student.copied dictation
exercises during the 10-day period of the axperiment The second
lreatmant group had dictation delivered by a videolape player and
"slevision monitor utilizing a prolessionsl dictation voice with the

words of the dictation on the video s sen. The third group, a

9roup, "aceived no dictation exercises. The writing si?ill p&of&?ﬁ‘
the classes was the correc! use of present progres:ve, presant past
and futu_rc tenses. The MBT! scoras indicated the subjects’ .
hnqcncm toward extroversion or introversion and sensing or
intuition. It wai expected that the Oxtroversion and sensing groups
would ben_eﬂt the most from dictation exercises.

Angiysis of the data was developed through an analysis of
courinnce‘program that used the pre-tast as a covarigte in order to
refine tha significance of the variance of the post-test scores. An
additional analysis of tovanance was applied to the data using the
MBYI scores to develop a factorial design.

Resuits of the analysis of covariance indicated that thers was no
nltistigaﬂy significant difference amony the threa groups or among
the various MBTI factorial interactions among the groups. An analysis
o( varignce of the mean gairs did show a statisticaily significant
differeqce for thae video dictation Qroup compared 10 the control
group. 'he use of dictasion exercisea, especially video dictation, g
marginaily supported by this study, '

RCQUIRING PRACTICAL REASONING THROUGH TEACHER-
STUDENT INTERACTION IN DIALOGUE JOURNALS .

OrderNo. DAB428577
Sratom, Jana Jo, Pu.D. Univaersity of California, Los Angeles, 1984,
588pp. Chair: Protessor Frederick S. Ellett, Jr.

This study addresses the problem of how a teacher can help
students acquire those concepts, beliefs, strategies and knowledge of
themselves, other persons and tha world on which rational
deliberation and choices about action are based. Such practical
reasoning is the heuristic, non-syllogistic rationality which
charactarizes human action. The thesis of this study 1s that practical
reasoning 18 gradually acquired through extended interpersonal
interactions with aduits during which the chitd iearns to observe and
practice the relevant concepts and sirategies for understanding and
acting on the world.

The data for the analysis consist of the compie’s taxts of 26
diaiogue journalsfrom a sixth grade class written during the 1979.
1880 school year. Dialogue journals are private writter conversations
which occur daily in this  ass between each student and their
teacher. The dislogue journal texts provide a uniquea record of the
dedy, spontaneous thinking of chuldren zbout the important events of
their llvas Methods Irom discourse analysis and pragmatics were
adapted and applied to the texts in order to dascribe the dlalogic
structure of these interactions. The dialogu® journ 1l are first
degcribed in therr sociai context, as communicative events meeting &
wice variety of student ang teacher needs in the classroom. Then
cross-sactional studies of specific features of the interactions across
all jourrals. and longitudinal studies of individual student-teach
dialogues acruss the schootl year, are presented.

The cross-setlional siudies of elaboration and attnibuti anal
reasoning demonstrate how the teacher's strategles for discusaing
avaryday expenences differ systematicalty trom thosa of her students
Tha dinlogue journale allow her to demonatrate infarmatly more

exphcit. accurate descriptions of shared evants, and to provide the
students with a moie usalul, rational modei of causal attributions.

The two longitudinal stuaies follow one raajor topic in a student's
journal &cross tha ning.momnth school year. These dialogues contain,
instances of extended "interartional scatolding ™ in which the teacher
as3ists the student to re-examine problems from a different
perspective, consider alte/native aclions. and Incorporate new
information and concepts helpful in that particular context. The
digiogue ; urnal texts provide an empirical ficture of the actusd
acquisition of more soclally mature and eff::ctive reasaning
capacitias.

A TRANSITION FROM SPEAKING TO WRITING: SMALL-
GROUP WRITING CONFERENCES OrderNo. DAB427831

Tuomas, Deve Kay, Pu.D. University of Minreso *984. 319pp.

Thenres of group behavior rom speech communic ation and
theories of discourse from linguistics, when intersected for the
purpose of analyzing smail-group writing conferences, provide a
framework for studying the transition from speaking to writing.
Descriptive research, combining analytical methods from both
disciplines, provides insights inlc communication patterns, changes
in communication patterns, motivations for the changes, and, finaly,
into the relationship between the group process and the writing
process. :

This descriplive case study analyzes the interaction of
freshman composition teacher and four students who met for a ssries
of six conferences which were part of a freshman compositian course
at the University of Minriesota. The conferences, taped and
transcribed, provide evidence for the benetits of the conferance
method of teaching composition. This study describes the group
process, suggests parallels between the group process and the
wriling process, and grovides an auCience acquisition model that
illustrates important compor.ents of students’ writing development.
Discussion that is focused on writing helps freshmen make the
transition from speake: s who are conversationaily oriented to writers
who are aware of how uiher minds perceive the world and v..10 can
adapt their writing to the needs of an imagined audience.

L

SOCIO-COGNITIVE CONSTRAINTS IN TR" "TION:
LETTER WRITING OVER TIME _JAB429337
Varaus, NanCs RegingLLl, Ep.D. Indiana Unive. . 383. 457pp.

Chwimerson: Dr. Carolyn L. Burke

A class of first graders exchanged weekly individual lattars with
the researcher and recorded their thoughts daily in journals. Aithough
growth and development was manifested through thesa meaningfy!
social expariences with written language, of primary research intersst
was the evolufion of register. Children's use of the pragmatic,
semantic, syftactic and graphophonemic language cue systcme
within and actoss the strategies of negotiability, textual intent,
risktaking and iine tuning language with language was empiricat
documented,

The changes which occurred over time were viewed as an
orchestrated response to tha transactive nature of 50¢i0-cognitive
conslraints. As a personal reiationship develnped with tha ressarcher,
and a3 paramount constraints evolved from controlling, perfecting
and imitating to cresting, trusting and communicating, children
sxplored language in quantitatively and quaitatively different ways
Some statiatically significant changes (p < 01) include: (1) achar e
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from relying on lopics previousty introduced to generating new
samantic bases {or their measages; (2) an increase in the number of
words, functional speiling, syntactic variation, t-units, sentences,
amount of expansion, and diversity of topics. Other facets of their
process as exemplified in their products were consistent:

(1) Function was maintained; (2) The parcantage of functional
spelling was not significantly differant; (3) Alternative communication
systems werg incorporated in ihe products and their use increased
the depth and breadth of their messages.

Mejor strengths of this study are its ability to vaiidate empirically
{1) the powerful sffect of ane slamentary school's expectations for
correctneas of children's willingneas to explore written Ianguage and
() the pathetiad of young chiikiren to engags in and grow through
. meaninglui language experience.
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