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An estimated one-third of Sweden's adult population

pursues some type of studies, The primary forms of education and
training available for adults in Sweden are residential adult
colleges, folk high schools, voluntary educational associations or
study circles, municipal and national adult education programs, adult
basic education programs, public library or audiovisual aid
center-sponsored activities, training programs sponsored by employee
organizations or employers, educational television and radio, and
correspondence schools. Study circle, municipal adult education, and
folk high school programs are supervised by the National Board of
Education., Except for study circles, all adult educational
programming is available without charge. Adult learners in Sweden are
also eligible for study funds payable in the form of hourly or daily
study grants. Much of the rapid growth of adult education in Sweden
in recent years has resulted from collaboration and coordination
among various public and private agencies, including trade unions, -
employers, municipal governments, and educational associations,
Through the national student union and its local branches, Sweden's
adult learners have themselves become involved in designing the adult
education system, recruiting new target groups, encouraging
educational development work, and improving the financial aid system.
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: Adult Educat

a a ':M Swu!en'%
adult population pursues studies in one:form
or another. This is a very high proportion by

..~ world standards, and may be pdrtly ex-

plained by the great variety of forms for adult

.. studies that have gradually emerged ifi the-

“'past hundred years and been justified on
different grounds. Those forms for adult
studies, folk high schools and study cirrles,

. which have their roots in and are still firmly
. established in the popular movements, are

the oldest examples. Correspondence schools
and courses arranged by the broadcasting -
media and thg labor market organizations
‘are other important forms. As a modern
labor market policy took shape it pmvlded
“for public labor market training “ AMU),

which is especially intended for the unem-
. ployed and pcople in danger of losing their
* jobs. In 1968, the state-run system of adult
education was augmented by a municipally

sponsored system, which gives adults great- -

er opportunities to study at levels corre-
sponding to the senior level of the compre-
hensive school, i.e. the last three grades of
basic compulsory education, and to the up-
per secondary school, which is voluntary.
These broadened opportunities stood out as
a legitimate demand for fair play after nine
years of basic schoolmg was made manda-
tory.

- The forms of education and training men-
tioned above are usually referred to collec-
tively as “adult education.”" As such it is a
category made to include all education
which normally does not articulate with pre-
vious formal schooiing, and which com-
mences for the vast majority of participants
after a shorter or longer period of gainful em-
ployment or work in the home. The exposi-
tion in_this text will be mainly confined to
the following types of adult education: folk
high school, study circles. municipal and
state-run adult education and labor market
training. In spite of the fact that many adults
are affected by the increased possibilities of
access to higher education, that type of
education does not vet fit into the Swedish
concept of adult education and is not
covered by the following exposition.

All the above categories of adult educa-
tion, except some tvpes of privite courses,
generally receive subsidies from the national
government.

Let us summarize the aims of adult educa-
tion. To begin with. adult education should
enable middle-aged and older people to
raise their level of general knowledge and
increase their possibilities to take part in
cultural, social and political activities. [t
should contribute to the further democra-
tization of socicty. Adult education -should
strengthen the position of individuals in
working life. 1t should however also cater
for individual preferences and needs.

-Since the late sixties. adult education has
come to cover larger and larger arcas. Ity
forms of distribution have changed and the
economic conditions for studies have im-
proved. However, with the fiseal situation
SO precarious in recent yeafs, some  re-
straints have been imposed. '

As of 1976, employers began Paying a
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speclal payroil tax for adult education. This
money'is used, among other things, to fi-
,hance a restricted number of study allow-
“ances for adults undergoing éducation, ac- -
cording to the same general principles as for .
other adult students but also taking into -
.account their obligation to support a family.
Thc payroll tax also finances study circles in
civics and in the native languages of immi-
grants, as well us part of the study circles
and outreach programs at workplaces.
These funds are distributed by special re-
gional adult education boards.

Outreach programs are aimed primarily at -
establishing contact with people having less

. than nine years of primary schooling. The

outreach programs at workplaces are admin- -
istered by local branches of trade unions and
outreach programs in residential areas are
handled by the voluntary educational asso-
ciations. In the latter case, priority is given
to establishing contact with immigrants, the
disabled, housewives and others working in
the home.

Further, all employees enjoy an uncon-
ditional right to take leave of absence for
studies that must be pursued during working .
hours. Although the leave to.which they
are entitled by law is unpaid. certain grants
are available. Hourly and daily study grants
- provide compensation for loss of income,
Studies which must be pursued for longer.
uninterrupted periods qualify for a specnal
adult study allowance which is mainly in-
tended for persons of low previous educa-

- tional attainments.

For na.ural reasons the major trade union
confederations have shown kceen interest
both in the form and content of adult educa-
tion. Recent developments have largely
been impelled by union demands.

Residential adult colleges,
**folk high schools"

A specifically Scandinavian form of adult
education is the folk high school. which is
mainly residential. The folk high school is
not the form of adult education with the
greatest number of participants. but the old-
est one. The first folk high schools were
founded in the mid-19th century to give
young rural adults better opportunities for
general education. Now theyv receive stu-
dents from all strata of life. Today. the folk
high schools are owned either by county
councils or by trade unions. chu ches, tem-
perance societies ot other non-profit organi-
zations.

Each school determines its own curricu-
lum within the framework of the Folk High
School Code. In spite of the fact that there is
no official syllabus or compulsory subject
matter for folk high schools they can qualify
students for university studies. Studies focus
on topic areas rather than on single subjects.
A significant feature of these schools is the
high degree of student participation in edu-
cational planning and implementation.

In recent years the around 120 folk high
schools  have together  enrolled  about
260.000 students annually. ‘The schools offer
avariety of courses ranging from two days to
over 30 weeks in length. The past few years
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have witnessed a changing pattern of re-
cruitment to folk high schools Great and
rapidly increasing numbters of wtudents are
recruited for short courses which particular-
ly the voluntary educational associations
and the populur movements organize in
partnership with these schools. Enrollments
have also increased among the ranks of im-
migrants and disabled persons. An extensive
pilot scheme for the instruction of disabled
persons is financed with special government
funds. In recent years many students have
taken long courses to train themselves for
full-time, leadership of leisure activities.
Some schools have special programs for
voung adults who are unemployed and who
generally lack interest in studics as well as in
vocational training. :

Training of teachers for the folk high
schools is organized at the University of Lin-
koping. The training period is one year. Be-
fore entering. the students have a university
degree and some experience of adult educa-
tion or a thorough knowledge in the field of
adult education acquired during many years
of practical work. The training combines
theory with practice. :

Voluntary educational assoclations
By far the largest number of today’s adult

learners attend the study circles organized -

by the local branches of Sweden's educa-
tional associations. In the fiscal year 1983/
84, nearly 280,000 study circles attracted
about 2,420,000 participants, of whom slight-

. ly over half were women. That figure should

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

be put in relation to Sweden's total popula-
tion of ahout eight million and its adult
populatic  {aged 20-67) of about five mil-
lion. Bu  ace any one participant may take
part in more than one study circle. no net
figure can be given. These study circles are
sponsored by ten voluntary  educational
assactations, of which the lurgest, the Work-
ers” Educational  Association  (Arbetarnas
Bildningsforbund, ABF). accounts for just
oser one third of the total study cirele hours
qualiving for national government ~ub-
stdies

In the regulations tor awarding govern-
ment subsidies o soluptary educiational
assacttions. astudy circle is detined as “an
inlormal group which meets for the common
pursint ol well-planned studies ol o subject
or problem arce which has previousty been
decnded upon 7 The group selt deteronnes
haw ity work s to be planned and carried
ot A arcle leader has certiun coordinating
and administrative tashs but does nat act as
A teacher m the ordinany sense there are no
toral requirements tor airele leaders.

o be chahle tor g subsidy e o studys arele
nuist have between ive and twenis mem-
Bers 4rmust preet torat Teast tifteen periods
sprrcad over at Teast four weeks Fach mect:
me may st no more than three penods
Phe subsidy, tived Gt o certian amoant per
penod Govers about 4070 of the costsowith
the renvamder coming trom fees and munic
ipal vrante Study e sesstons e sup-
plomanted Byocnttaead  aatnvities such as
atatour progects and cudtural programs tor
Assouatietis amd sogeties

P subiect areas account tor swo thirds
ab the s i o e howes osthene tartsy sub
Ietsand onvies Sty crrcdes imavaes, Swed
wh mathamaties and e the native

languages of immigrants have been given

higher priority theough & system of extra

government subsidies. o
There are also study circles at university

level. So far the number of participants in

such circles has been about 19 of the total.

Immigrant education has grown rapidly in .

volume and has come to hulk ever larger in
the total course offerings at the educational

associations as well as of study programs

offered by various firms or companies on the
lahor market. This type of adult education
took on concrete shape in 1967,

Municipal adult education
, e
Formal adult education—both general and

- vocational—is offered by the local education

coinmittees in all of Sweden's 284 munici-
palities and also, in certain educational
fields (e.g. the care sector), by the 23 county
councils. In addition there are two national
schoel: for adults which provide supplemen-
tary educational opportunities (see below).

The municipal adult education (Komix)
curriculum which came into force in 1982
confirmed the divorce between this type of
adult education and youth education. This
curriculum is specially designed for adults,
based on adult needs and tailored to the
situation of the adult. Although the cur-
riculum outlines a separate system of formal
or credential and vocational education, all
courses and leaving certificates are compar-
able with those of youth education and edu:
cational standards are intended to be the
same in both systems.

Courses and leaving certificates are based
on the modular system, which can be re-
garded as a modified unit/credit system.
This makes it possible for the adult partici-
pant 1o begin studying in accordance with
his own needs. i.e. to supplement previous
basic education and/or job experience.

There are few formal ohstacles built into
the system. The adult student enters the
riodular system at the level at which he is
capable and studies as far as he needs to,
cither part-time of full-time,

The individual determines his own work-
lvad. in keeping with his own circumstances.,
The participant can study during the day-
time or evening, combine general subject
courses with vocational courses, attend just 2
single subjeet course in the evenings or vlse
include o maximum ot educational acti.ity
in the working week. He may combine
studies with full-time gaminful employment or
che study tull-time on o government grant
tor a limited period. The adult is free to
compose his own study program according
to personal preterence and needs.

Fhere are no magor tormal impediments
such as entrance reguirements or examina-
tnans - Indwadual opportunities are himnted
only by practical and ccononie constraints.

In more than a0 hundred of Sweaen’s
nunicipahities, courses are orgamized and
admiistercd by specral adult educiation
units - Otherwise south cducation offers
sclection ot courses tollowmg the adult edue
cation curriculum. even it teaching statt and
other resourees ate pooled

By tradition, nstruchion s free ol
charge  -munapal anthorties recene pove
crnment subsidies and Jegistation passed
the mud-1970s entirles adults taspecal forms
of study assistanee iand also to educational

3

leave (for a limited period). This has led to
an increase in the full-time daytime student
population, but the traditional part-time

adult student auending evening classes still’

predominates, s

(\ In addition to° qualifying for higher

studies, many students use municipal adult
education as a means of improving their pro-
fessional qualifications. for instance by
attending computer science or CAD/CAM
courses, while others may obtain their hasic
qualifications for a certain job, for example
in the restaurant trade or the care sector,
Municipal adult education opportunities
range from short-cycle vocational courses to

post-secondary academic courses or ad-

vanced full-time vocational education.

According to the latest figures, the
number of participants (for a selected week)
was ~ roughly 300000, including some
200,000 women. Half these students are tak-
ing general subjects at upper secondary
school level, while 25% are undergoing vo-
cational education and the remainder are
taking courses at a lower level.

Efforts have been made recently to give
wunicipal adult education more of an occu-
pational slant, that is to bring it more closely
into line with the immediate requirements of
the labor market and in fact to utilize this
kind of adult education us an instrument of

labor market policy. that is to wse it for

purposes resembling those of labor market
training. Special courses and student ben-
efits have been introduced for the unem-
ployed.

Bastc education for adults -

Legislation was introduced in 1977 reguiring
municipal authorities to organize a special
form of adult education known as basic edu-
cation for adults (Grundviex). Basic cduea-
tion for adults is mostly organized within or
in conjunction with municipal adult educa-
tion, but it is a special type of education
having different status, since the munici-
palities are required by law to make it avail-
able.

Basic cducation for adults was originaly
intended for Swedes who were “funeti-wally
illiterate™ and whose knowledge of school
subjects was appreciably inferior to that ol
the average compulsory school pupil. Later
on it came to be provided tor itliterate o
poorly educated immigrants. [nstruction can
be organized individually or in small groups
both in Swedish and in immigrant Lan-
guages s wsually avialable on both a halt-
time and full-time basis. Participants receny
hourly study assistance. About 407, ol the
LD or so people tahing part m basic cdu-
cation lor adults i 1YN2 were Swedes.

National schools for adults

Educational opportunties ot ronghly the
sitme hind as muniapal adudt cducanon and
based on the same curricatum are otfered by
two national schools for adults. These pro-
vide i supplement o mumapal adalt cduca-
tan for persons who for vations redsons
{shitt work, geographical distances cte ) are
unable  to attend  regular coeses The
courses at these schools conthine vanons
distribution methods. meluding correspond-
ence studies  and  mtensne shortaaele
COUTseS.
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Public libraries and audio-visual aids centers
Public libraries and audio-visual aids centers
run by local education committees play “an
important part indult education, Libraries
lend books, tapes and filmstrips to study
circles, schools and private persons.~The

7 --eenters record radio broadéists and provide

aopying and lending ser¥ices. The librarics
arrange exhibitions, lectures, concerts, ete.
which tie in with and generally support study
circles and courses. . '

Labor market tralning .
Labor market training may be defined as

any progrim for which a special kind of

training allowance is granted by the Nation-
al babor ‘Market Board (Arhetsmarknads-
styrelsen,  AMS). These
granted for various kinds of vocational train-
ing and for such preparatory training as is
required for the vocational program. The
lollowing conditions are laid down for re-
ceiving such sllowances: the applicant is un-
cinploved or runs the risk of becoming so:

“he is ditficult to place in employment: he has

reached the age of 20; he is seeking work
through the public employment_service and
training can be expected to result in perma-
nent employment which would not have
been possible without such training. How-
ever. there are certain exeeptions to these

rules. In some cases voung people under 20 -

may he granted a training allowance. Since
the mid-1960s, moreover, certain courses
for accupations where skills are in markedly
short supply have also been available to
members of the labor force (hottleneck-
shills tridning). :

Liahor market training may be divided -

into four main categories depending on who
administers  the  courses: special  codrses
arranged by the National Board of Eduea-
tion. trining within industry, training with-
m the ordinary educational system and
courses arranged by organizations. The spe-
ctal courses arranged by the National Board
ol Education expanded very rapidly during
the Datter halt of the 1960s, especially during
ceonamic tecesstons. Phese courses. which
now aecount tor the major part of all labor
market traning, arc mainly held at some St
spoctal training centers throughout Sweden.
Spectsl courses are also miven at another 60
places The tontl annual enrollment an fubor
nuirhet trammg has been around [GO00
the Last tew vears

The primars objective of labor market
tramumg s to ensure steady jobs for the un-
cmploved Regubar tollow-up studies show
that ol those who hine taken vocational
couses .l who then enter the Labor mar.
ket some S0 have obtumed jobs within
thice: months ol course completion
Approv N2 al these people hive. i turn.
obLancd  work  within the  oceupational
branch Tor which they were traned

Courses used tor Labor market tra nng
muost il speant requirements As L rily
the tramme shoudd lead o speatic oceupa-
Hens rather than o occupanonal branches.,
.l the mmportance of g the perpod ot
feanime s atten greater than an other forms
abtammy fnaddition trmnees i manpow -
St toamne normallv have more speatic
oy obpearnes than other traanees  The
conmstinction ol conrses on g modular svstem

allowances are ”

. ()

-

which can be frecly combined is particularly
suitable for labor market training. as is the
division of courses into several stages, cach
with a varying degree of specialization. To
permit the unemployed to start training

. without any unnccessary delay, courses are
-arfanged.as far as possible with continuous
~ admission and not split into terms. It must

be feasible to adapt the course rapge in
prompt response to occupational trends on
the lubor market. A reserve of facilities and
cquipment should therefore normally be
available, o :

- A substantial proportion of those enrolled
in labor market training have no other edu-
cational attainments than six to cight years
of eclementary schooling. To give these
groups a wic it range of choiee on the labor
market is a major redistributive goal of man-
power training. At present, trainees at the
special training centers with “only  an
clementary  educational  background are
given an cight-week course in general sub-
jects before they start their vocational train-
ing. and those taking certain vocational
courses are given further theoretical training
in the form of a preparatory course.”

Staff training in the public and

private sectors )

Some- government authorities train their
own employees. In certain agencies. for ex-
ample the Customs Service. the Post Office
and the Labor Market Board, a complete

vocational training course is provided. More
advanced training in the form of short and-

long courses is availabie within most govern-
ment agencies. :

The county councils and larger municipal
governments have extensive staff “traifiing
programd. Nursing staff in county hospitals
and othgr county-operated health care in-
stitutions reecive vocational training. Ad-
vanced cpurses are also available. The Swed-
ish Assofiation of Local Authorities and the
Federatibn of County Councils each have
training departments which sponsor courses
for varipus staff categories and for eleeted
municippl and county officials.

Mastlarge private companies have train-
ing departments which carry out educational
planning and sponsor courses. Employvees of
small and mediume-sized firms are eligible
for wraining courses sponsored by the var-
ious employer federations and their affili-
wed trade associations. A number_ of joint
employer-emplosee bodies  also sponsor
training to meet the needs of working life.
among these are courses for shop stewards.

As arule the emplover payvs the cost ol
st traming and the participants pasy no
fee. Statf trainimg programs within local gos -
ernments and private companies are not
generally eligible tor national government
subsidies. An exception is an-the-job tran-
ing ofan clementary vocational nature spon-
sored by an emploser in colluborstion wath
the local upper secondary school. reterred
toas ittemural company schoals

Training programs sponsored by

emplosee organizations

Sweden’s two fargest emplovee organiza
tions, the Swedish Trade Umon Conledere-
ton (1.O) and the Central Organization of
Sielaried Emploscees CFCO), have extensive

study programs of their own. They are de-
signed to give union members a solid back-
ground in-ufiion affairs and other social mat-
ters. They also supply trained union officials
at local, regional and natjonal levels, Most
courses are residential and last one or two

~ weeks: buit some last iip to sik ‘months, The -

national government provides subsidies for
these programs.

A vital task for the trade unions as well as
for the organized employers is to give all
employees information and training on the
various labor-law statutes that have been
enacted in recent years. The most important
of these from the educational aspect is the
Act on Employee Participation in Decision-
making: (also called the Co-determination

Act), wiiich came into force in 1977, So far

all public employees have been assured of at

:least two days of information about this law

on the strength of special contracts. But
knowledge must also be spread about the
Security of Employmeht Act and the Act
concerning the Status of Shop Stewards.
Radlo, television and

correspondence schools

Educational programs on radio and televi-
sion are produced by a special corporation
which operates on government funds. The
programs are aimed at the regular schools as
well as at adult students and undergraduates
in higher education. Broadeast programs arc
usually supplemented with printed study
material. The broadeasting media collabo-
rate with various sponsors of adult educa-
tion. '

Two correspondence sehgols. Hermods
and Brevskolan, dominate this educational
medium. Hermods designs courses chiefly
aimed at helping people fulfill the formal
requirements for completion of courses at
compulsory comprehensive. upper second-
ary and university levels. Brevskolan main-
ly caters to the needs of various special-
interest organizations.

In recent years the traditional type of cor-
respondence course has been increasingly
combined. with other forms of instruetion,
especially  study circles and  edueational
broadeasts. This type of combined course
generally leads to more clfective learning
than pure correspondence courses.

New target groups in adult education

Up 1o the late sixties adult education was

mostly addressed to people who themselves
took the initiative in demanding educational
opportunities. The past twenty vears have
brought major changes in the schoal system,
miarked by the lengthening ol compulsory
schooling to nine vears and the introduction
of an integrated upper secondary sehool.
which about 9t of all sixteen-vear-olds
enter straight alter leaving the compulsory
comprehensive school or a fewe vears later.
Asiresult more active recruntment methods
must be used to awaken an imterest in educa-
ton among certam categories of adults.

Phe Jargest target group for these new
recruitment campingns consists of older peo-
ple with six or seven sears ol priman
schooling who have never enrofted for am
turther education Fhe educational necds o
these people can be met through study errele
programs. sometimes tin combination with

.
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courses organized by folk high schools,
municipal and national adult education.

ducational broadeasts combined with cor-
~sespondence courses or study ciscles, or in
“eonjunction with labor market training and
- trade union courses. Extra government sut -

sidies and lowered minimum requirements
as regards the number of students needed to
start i class have made it casier to organize
adult cducation programs in rural arcas,
l)npuu these measures gimed at ch.mn;,
equal opportunities in different parts - of
S\\cdcn. small municipalities and sparsely
populated areas have a much snaller pro-
porton of hdult students than cities and
towns. But even more serious than these
regional dilferences are the differences be-
tween the varlous groups in society. Aceord-

Ang to a survey made by the Statistics Swe-
den i the 1970s, the chief beneficiaries of

adult cducation are the already well-edu-
vated. Dniy one sixth of those with less than
nime veats of prmary sehooling take part in
adm stucdhies, while nearly hall of those with
higher educition do so. So it looks as though
the strong commitment to adult education
would tend to widen the educational and
training gaps between people rather than
narrow them. The forms both for education-
al distnbution and for outreach activity must
be developed through rescarch and -con-
tinued experimentation...

The mentally retirded and those with se-
nous physical handicaps are other groups
whose education was onee often neglected.
Special elforts have been made to open up
both the regular school system and the vir-
jous forms of adult education to the dis-
anfed  Fhe 1ol tigh sehools in particulat
have done a great deal to help these people.
In addition, educational braadeasts, - labor
marhet training and trade umon courses
have been designed with the needs of dis-
abled people m mind.

The educational associations ofter imnue
grants instruction free of charge in the Swed-
ish Lnpuage and orientation on Swedish
socicty Stee 1973 immigrant employees
have been entitled to 240 hours of Swedish
lessons during working hours, with Tull pay.

Even the Libor market training progriom-

pives Swedish courses lor immigrants.
Courses bysed on the curnculum of the
mne-vear compulsors school are oflered 1o
ivinates of Swedish prisons wath hittle tormal
cducation or with o low [evet o generad
hnowledee Inmates who espedalhy reguest
it can pursue studies at upper secondary or
university levels Asarule these courses are
arcanead i collaboration sath local school
authonties Arcertan prisons mdivaduat -
maates may Gabso study on o tull-time basis
Onceprson m Uppsala o esclusivedy ine
tended ot mnnaes who dre purstung studies.

Government inspection of adutt educution

Sty adde programs, mumapat adult
cducanion and tolk tugh sehools are saper-
sisead By the Satonal Board ot Education
USNAedon enyvrelhven, SO Ann uther
things this means that the Boar, onsares
that these courses opcnite m compininee
with the goneral gindelines fad down by the
gorverment and Patlament 10 also nnplres
that the nanonal wovernment s responsible
ton teaehor tranung . and that adult educ-

I: lCmn m the above desonbed totms son-
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cluded in the arcas ol educational research
and development work carried out'with the
help of government funds.

About one fifth of the Board's. tutal R&D...
“Budget dppropriation now poes to projects”

in the adult education area. These projects
are concerned with operational goals, or-
ganizational  structure,  working  methods
and teaching aids. A major part of the R&D
thrust focuses on the participants in educa-
tion, their needs and circumstances. But re-
search is eis; being devoted to those who do
nat p.nr!icipdtc to find out the reasons why
and to improxe the ways of ruuhlm_. ever
larger groups.

The labor market training program is the
resuit of direet collabaration between the
Labor Market Board and the National
Board of Cducation. In other words, these
o government ageneies are jointly re-
sponsible for designing the program. main:
taining its quality and carrying out educa-
tional development sork in this ficld.

Financing adult education

All three levels of education in Sweden
—compulsory comprehensive, upper seeond-
ary and higher education—re financed in
their entirety out of public funds. No tuition
fees are charged, There are still a few pri-
viite schools, but their number has been de-
clining. Thoese students who continue their
studies bevond the nine-year compulsory
comprehensive school receive a povernment
study allowance, which is a continuation of
the quarterly child allowanee the govern-
ment paid carlier to their parents. Under-
graduates in universities, colleges and pro-
fessivnal schools reecive government study
assistance in the form of outright grants and
repavable loans. It is only natural that adult
learners should be eligible in principle for

‘the same tuition-free instruction and at least

the same study fund benelits when they take
the same types of courses as their younger
counterpirts.

Study funds are also pavable in the torm
of hourly and daily study grants to adults
who pursue adult studies either for shorter
periods or for part of the day on @ systematic
basis. ‘The hourly study grant nakes it feis-
ible 1o pursue studies in study-cirele form on
workstime, while the daily study grant helps
cover the cost of board and fodging - and
compensates for the income lost when short
courses are taken at folk high schoals. The
study grant pavable to adult students was
retormed in 1975 and has been steadily im-
proved sinee then, Public policy measuresn
this aresr have sharply stepped up the infiows
inta difterent kinds of adult studies. manml
the munmicrpal adult education and the studs
ireles.

Fxeept lor study circdes. the tvpes s adult
cducation described in thes Fact Sheet are
principle entiredy tree of charge. although m
practice there may be some eypenses for
study: materials. The ttion tees pimd by
partcipants m study circles are gquite low

Muore than one tenth ot the nattonal out
Ly s on education goes to the vanous hinds
ol adult cducation that are deseribed here
O top of that an equal amount s spent on
advancig aflowances o students enrolled in
Lebor mathet trimming. which s entirely gov-
crnment-tinaneed. Local authorty espends

tures on adult education have also mercased -
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rapidly. Munigipal governments pay about
one third of the tosts of mupieipal adult edu-
cation and about the same pmpuruun of the
custs of study circles.

National. county and municipal govern-
ments together employ  more ‘than ane
fourth of Sweden's working population.
Their staff training programs are extensive
and are aimed at all categories of em-
ployees. Thus through direet payments, sub-

sidy systems and financial assistance to stu-

dents. the national, county and local govern-

' ments pay the fion's share of adult education

costs in Sweden. Other contributors to these

costs include the popular movements, polit-

ical and non-profitorganizations, trade un-
ions and private companics.

Coordination of adult education programs

An important prerequisite for the rapid
growth of adult education in recent years
has been collaboration between the various
agencies and orgenizations involved. The
trade unions have assumed a leading role
from the very start, as have the politicak
parties. The political decisions on which the
current adult education system is based were
reached through consensus amogg the polit-
ical parties.

Municipal governments and the educa-
tional assaciations have initiated far-reaching
collaboration and created a conscious divi-
sion of labor on the local plane. Through the
national student union and its local bran-
ches. the adult learners themselves have be-
come involved in designing the adult educa-
tion system, recruiting new target groups,
encouraging educational development work
and improving the flinancial aid system.

However, coordination is aspired to not
only where different Kinds of adult educa-
tion are concerned. The feasibility of coordi-
nating upper  secandary education  with
municipal adult education and lubor market
tr. ining will also be investigated. Taken
together, these integrating cfforts should
lead to more etficient methods of organizing
adult courses and should give the individual
student better economie conditions and bet-
ter service facilities. [n this way it should
beeome possible for all adults to take partin
a process of recureent education that will
help them perform better in their oceupi-
tions s well as in their geacral role as mem-
bers of Swedish society.
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For turther intformation pleise contiet:

The Swedish Embassy or Consulate

i your country (in the U8

The Swedish Information Service,

823 Thied Ave.. New York, NOYL 0022y

The Swedish Institute

Maihing address: Olice:

Bog 7434 Sweden Howse
S-103 91 Stockholm Kungstradgarden
Sweden Stochholm
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