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FOREWORD

In 1980, State Conferences on Aging wet:. held in preparation for
the 1981 White House Conference on Aging. These conferences al-
lowed younger and older citizens, organizations, academicians and
government leaders to voice their concerns regarding older Ameri-
cans within each State. These concerns became the issues and focus
of the 1981 White House Conference on Aging.

The information gathered by the States is important because it
presents a grassroot opinion about the needs of this special popula-
tion. As the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Select Commit-
tee on Aging, we recogaized the need to preserve information de-
veloped by the States and are pleased to present this summary
compiled by the United States General Accounting Office (GAO).

The report is a catalogue of economic, social and health issues of
importance as expressed by older Americans. The data used was
gathered during each of the 50 State mini-White House Confer-
ences on Aging held in preparation for the 1981 White House Con-
ference on Aging. The intent of this report was to produce a docu-
ment that highlighted each State's senior citizen viewpoint from
not only an individual State but a national perspective. Such infor-
mation can and will provide a meaningful basis for planning and
development in the area of aging and act as a baseline for future
comparisons.

We wish to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of Mr. William
Laurie of GAO who coordinated the compiling of this report. The
model used to analyze the issues was created by Mr. Wilbert
Ammann, and the extensive analysis of the 4,000 issues developed
by the States was performed by Ms. Margaret Sommers, Ms.
Marion Becker (deceased), and Ms. Theresa Walter of GAO. We
would also like to acknowledge the efforts of Ms. Sheila Duffy of
the Committee staff who supervised the compiling of this docu-
ment. Their efforts made possible the publication of this report.

EDWARD R. ROYBAL,
Chairman.

MATTHEW J. RINALDO,
Ranking Minority Member.
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AN OVERWEW

Using our model, we first looked to see what dimension had the
greatest number of issues nationally. We determined that most of
the issues fell into the economic dimension (2,043), followed by the
social dimension (1,346) and then health (639), as shown in the fol-
lowing table. Of a total of 4,028 recommendations, 51 percent of the
recommendations concern economic issues, 33 percent social issues,
and 16 percent health issues. Economic concerns are dominant in
36 States and make up 60 percent or more of the issues in Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylva-
nia, Tennessee, and Wyoming. In these States, economic issues ac-
count from between 60 percent to 78 percent of the recommenda-
tions. Social concerns are dominant in 12 states and make up more
than 50 percent of the issues in Alabama, New Hampshire, and
Vermont. In these States, social issues range from between 53 per-

to 58 percent of the issues. Health was dominant (42 percent)
in only one State, Virginia. Florida's concerns are distributed uni-
formly.

SUMMARY OF STATES' ISSUES BY DIMENSION

States
Health

Number Paant

Incona lc Swat

Percent

Total

Number Percent Number Nude Pwcen1

Alabama 12 15 25 31 44 54 81 100
Alaska 5 12 24 51 13 31 42 100
Arizona .. 16 18 39 42 31 40 92 100
Arkansas 18 29 20 33 23 38 61 100
Calitcema 7 10 49 11 13 19 69 100
Color ld° 43 26 85 51 38 23 166 100
Connecticut 9 12 50 64 19 24 18 100
Delaware. 8 18 25 51 11 25 44 100
Florida ....... ..... 6 30 1 35 1 35 20 100
Georgia . 11 11 31 46 25 31 61 100
Hawaii . 14 16 64 14 9 10 87 100
Idaho 5 16 19 61 1 23 31 100
Illinois . 2 4 32 13 10 23 44 100
Indiana 12 20 31 52 17 28 60 100
Iowa 16 25 25 39 23 36 64 100
Kansas . 20 13 93 60 43 21 156 100
Kentucky 17 18 37 39 41 43 95 100
Louisiana 11 11 52 51 39 38 102 100
Maine . 2 3 40 56 29 41 11 100
Maryland . 26 22 65 55 21 23 118 100
Massachusetts 16 14 46 39 56 47 118 100
Michigan . 23 15 66 45 59 40 148 100
Minnesota 26 21 55 45 42 34 123 100
Mississippi 13 15 35 42 36 43 84 100
Missouri 1 21 18 55 8 24 33 100
Montana 5 10 29 58 16 32 50 100

Nebraska 3 6 38 10 13 24 54 100

(1)
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SUMMARY OF STATES' ISSUES BY DIMENSIONContinued

States
Nee

Nude Pocrit

(rumor

Number Pow

Seoul

Number Docent

Tow

Number Pewit

Nevada 2 5 32 78 7 17 41 100

New Hampshire . 5 11 17 36 25 53 47 100

New Jersey 2 8 16 67 6 25 24 100

New Mexico 11 20 37 67 7 13 55 100

New York. 2 2 61 65 31 33 94 100

North Carolina ................ 33 18 62 33 90 49 185 100

Nirth Dakota. 16 11 46 48 34 35 96 100

Ohio 18 27 29 43 20 30 67 100

Oklahoma 19 18 57 54 29 28 105 100

Oregon 22 17 81 62 28 21 131 100

Pennsylvania 11 14 51 66 15 20 77 100

Rhode Island 5 9 24 43 27 48 56 100

South Carolina.. .... 14 16 44 50 30 34 88 100

South Dakota ... 4 14 17 59 8 27 29 100

Tennessee 3 15 15 75 2 10 20 100

Texas 5 10 23 44 24 46 52 100

Utah 16 19 31 36 38 45 85 100

Vermont 13 18 17 24 42 58 72 100

Virginia 25 42 24 41 10 17 59 100

Washington. 12 16 31 40 34 44 77 100

West Virginia 6 7 53 59 30 34 89 100

Wisconsin... ?1 20 54 50 32 30 107 100

Wyoming 8 7 76 69 2/ 24 111 100

District of Columbia .
13 12 45 44 45 44 103 100

Total 639 2,043 1,346 4,028

When we collapse all three dimensions together (health, econom-
ic, and social), our analysis shows that in 57 percent of the recom-
mendations, the Federal, state, and local governments are specifi-
cally mentioned as the source of improvements. The States sug-
gested non-governmental organizations as the recommended source
for improvements in 28 percent of the recommendations, as shown
in the following table.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of mfgoovemen1

Recommondatim

Number Percent

Federal government 1,215 30

Federal and state government 666 16 57

State and local government 439 11

Non government 1,108 28

Combinations of the above 600 15

Total 4,028 100

We noted that 25 States rind the District of Columbia emphasized
the use of non-government sources for improving their situation;
and, in fact, four of the States specified the use of non-governmen-
tal sources in over 50 percent of their recommendations. These
States are Alabama, Florida, North Dakota, and Utah. We also
noted that three of these four States as well as many other States
that stressed the use of noi.-governmental sources of improvement,



emphasized social issues ,18 their primary problems. While most
States that strewed government sources, emphasized economic or
health issues.

More money needed to improve conditions of the elderly
In over 35 percent of the recommendations for all three dimen-

sions (health, economic and social) more expenditures are directly
involved. Tennessee specified that 95 percent of its elderly issues
could be addressed with more money. And, ten other States (Dela-
ware, Georgia, California, Maine, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico,
Ohio, South Dakota, and Texas), recommended additional funds to
assist them in 50 percent or more of their elderly issues.

A majority of States (35) believed improvements in the condition
I health, economic, and social dimensions)) of the elderly in their
States could be made through existing organizations. Only three
States, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Washington recommend that
the majority of their elderly issues be addressed through legisla-
tion. Only one State, South Carolina, suggests that the elderly's
concerns be resolved through research and development.

Economic condition improved through reduced service costs
Regarding how to improve the elderly's economic condition, 58

percent of those recommendations concerned reducing costs, 39 per-
cent concerned increasing and/or maintaining income, and 3 per-
cent combinations, as shown in the following table:

Method of improving economic dimension
Reccarnendahms

Number Percent

Increase/maintain income

Employment

Nonemployment
295

492

15

24
39

Reduce costs

Taxes 113 6
Reduce durable costs

Reduce nondurat te costs
209

106

10
58

Reduce service costs 764
Combinations of the above 64 3

Total 2,043 100

Looking at recommendations by State, 32 States and the District
of Columbia, suggested reducing the cost of services as the best way
to improve the economic dimension of the elderly. Many of these
suggestions include recommendations concerning Medicare/Medic-
aid. For example, some States recommended:

Medicare include home care.
Medicare include diagnostic and preventative services.
Medicaid eligibility and benefits be reevaluated.

The States' recommendations emphasized that costs be reduced
through affecting intermediaries so that they will reduce the costs
of their services.

To the extent that State's recommendations concerned the main-
tenance of income, this income maintenance was to be assured by
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affecting employers (both government and non-government) so that
they will provide appropriate pensions.

Multiple roles enhance the social condition of the elderly
The States' recommendEtions perceive the elderly as performing

multiple roles in improving their at 'ial condition. These roles in-
clude consumor, employee, a seeker of assistance, and as a resident.
In 39 of the States and the District of Columbia a combination of
these roles was the primary recommendation.

Of the remaining, 10 had specific recommendations stating they
preferred social improvements to affect them where they live or in
their role as a resident. These 10 States include Alaska, Connecti-
cut, Hawaii, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Nebraska, Pennsylvania,
Utah, and West Virginia.

A primary concern of the elderly in their role as a resident is the
impact of housing on their social dimension. Some of the recom-
mendations included:

Determine the feasibility of using zoning ordinances to en-
courage development of "shared housing".

Provide congregate housing for the elderly which shall in-
clude the services needed by the resident.

In addition to our analysis of the elderly in multiple roles, we
looked at other factors impacting on the social dimension. Continu-
ing education and education for learning how to thrive as well as
cope in a changing world were important areas to the elderly. Rec-
ommendations included improving the image of the elderly por-
trayed in the media and the attitudes of others (through their edu-
cation) regarding the elderly.

Improved health condition through research and development
Many States' recommendations concerning health matters focus

on research and development. Sixteen of the 50 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia identified research and development issues in
their recommendations regarding health. These States California,
Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Massa-
chusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Jersey, New Mexico, Penn-
sylvania, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming selected research and de-
velopment as the primary help for addressing health concerns.
These recommendations include:

Increase funding should be made available for research in
geriatric medicine.

Continue studying organic brain syndrome.
Other recommendations addressed manpower needs, licensing,

and in-home health care, such as:
Assessing future manpower needs in gerontology.
Establishing certification and licensing standards for geron-

tological health care personnel.
Providing more health care in the home.



METHODOLOGY FOR SUMMARIZING STATE'S RECOMMENDATIONS IN
AGING FOR THE 1980's

STATE CONFERENCES IDENTIFIED AGING ISSUES

State Conferences on Aging were held in each of the states and
territories from September 1980 through June 1981. The state con-
ferences allowed citizens, organizations, and government leaders to
examine the quality of life for older Americans within each state
and to analyze the capacity of existing programs and social institu-
tions that serve the needs of this special population. Organized by
the state coordinators, and in some cases by state steering commit-
tees, the state conferences were designed so that the views of the
local and the state citizenry might be assimilated in order to pre-
pare formal recommendations for the White House Conference on
Aging. Those recommendations are the basis for this distillation of
the major concerns of the elderly at the state and national levels.

A MODEL TO ANALYZE STATE ISSUES

We developed a model for examining the state recommendations.
Essentially, the Model consists of three dimensions: (1) health, (2)
economic, (3) social, and (4) six levels of information relevant to
each dimension. The interior of the model accommodates informa-
tion about the capabilities of the elderly; the second level concerns
problems that account for a person's loss of capability; the third
level accounts for helps given to overcome or reduce the effects of
problems; the fourth level accounts for the providers of help; the
fifth level accounts for the resources that establish the capability of
the provider system; and the sixth level accounts for the persons
who affect those resources (See page 8 for the Model).

Each recommendation was uniquely fashioned by the state with-
out the aid of this Model. However, each recommendation was
made relative to the context of (1) the extent that current needs of
the elderly were being satisfied locally, and (2) local, state, and na-
tional statements regarding the health of the economy. This con-.
text provided sufficient commonality within recommendations to
enable our coding them and statistically compiling results using
the Model.

GUIDELINES FOR CODING MODEL

The first step is to identify the most appropriate dimension
that a recommendation concerns. This identification is difficult be-
cause the subject is not sufficient. The same subject can be covered
in each of the three dimensions; for example, the subject of long
term care (LTC).

If LTC is in short supply and there are persons needing such
care and there are not enough facilities or sufficiently trained

15)
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and available personnel to provide needed care, the recommen-
dation probably concerns the provision of more LTC; that is,
the health dimension.

If LTC were available but a person or family could not afford
the LTC, the recommendation probably concerns some ways
for making LTC more affordable; that is, the economic dimen-
sion.

If LTC were available but Ally provided survival and not
thriving activities, the recommendation probably concerns the
inclusion of thriving activities; that is, the social dimension.

Therefore, the subject and the purpose of the recommendation
are both necessary and sufficient for identifying the appropriate di-
mension for a recommendation.

B. The next step is to identify the likely source of problem that
the recommendation appears to be assuming. This source is associ-
ated with the appropriate dimension. The remainder of these
guidelines is therefore by dimension.

C. Health Dimension.In this dimension, the first major catego-
ry of interest is the aspect of a person's health that the recommen-
dation seems to be concerned about:

(1) General/Unspecified
(2) Physical
(3) Mental
(4) Physical and Mental

Given the concern, the next category concerns what kind of help
is being recommended:

(1) More/Provide
(2) Better/Improve
(3) Process/Method
(4) Learning/R&D/Study
(5) Other Combinations

Given the kind of help recomnended, the next category is the
cation that help is desired:

(1) Location Unspecified
(2) Rural areas
(3) Urban/Inner City
(4) Communities
(5) Home
(6) Institutions
(7) Urban/Rural
(8) Other Combinations

D. Economic Dimension.In this dimension, the first category of
interest is whether the recommendation concerns the following
aspect.

(1) Increase Income
(2) Maintain Income
(3) Reduce Outgo/Costs

The next categoq concerns the way income and outgo is to be
affected by the recommendation:

For increase/maintain income:
(1) Through employment and its benefits.
(2) Through non-employment programs, like n crease in

social security benefits.
For reducing outgo/costs:

111
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(3) Through taxes.
(4) Cost of durables, like housing.
(5) Cost of non-durables, like energy.
(6) Cost of services, like transportation, repairs.
(7) Two or more.

The next category concerns how the recommendation would be
implemented:

(1) Affecting the elderly like through training.
(2) Affecting employers/intermediariese.g. add more jobs,

etc.
(3) Affecting a process/methode.g. dental coverage included

in insurance coverage.
E. Social Dimension.In this dimension, the first category con-

cerns the source of the apparent problem:
(1) Self.
(2) Others.
(3) Media.
(4) Two or more.

The next category concerns the role the elderly is in when the
problem is encountered:

(1) As a resident; for example, housing safety.
(2) Consumer.
(3) Employee.
(4) Seeker of assistance.
(5) Two or more.

The next category in this dimension is how the recommended
Help might affect the elderly:

(1) Opportunities/Alternatives, like more transportation.
(2) Activities/Capabilities.
(3) Feelings/Attitudes.
(4) Social Values.
(5) Two or more of the above.

12
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F. Remaining Codes:
state codes. Identify each state by using one of the follow-

ing 2-digit codes:

'Ate N. St*

01 Alabama 21 New Hampshire

02 Anima 28 New Jersey

03 Arkansas 29 New Mexico

04 California 30 New York

05 Connecticut 31 North Carolina
06 Delaware 32 North Dakota

01 Florida 33 Ohio

08 tleorgia 34
Oklahoma

09 Hawaii 35 Oregon

10 Mahn 36 Permsylvarda

11 Irons 31 Me* Island
12 Indian,' 38 South Carolina

13 Iowa 39 South Dakota
14 Kansas 40 Tennessee

15 Kentucky 41 Texas

16 Louisiana 42 Ali
17 Maine 43 Vermont
18 MarylanJ 44 VII4kla
19 Massachusetts 45 Washington

20 Michigan 46 Wisconsin

21 Minnesota 41 Wyoming

22 Mississigil 48 District of Columbia

23 Missouri 49 Al ,:ka
24 Montana 50 Colorado

25 Nebraska 51 West Virginia

26 Nevada

Help providers.As a general rule, identify the provider that the
recommendation mentions. Whets the recommendation mentions
no provider, deduce the likely provider by what is identified; that
is, if the recommendation pertains to a federal program like social
security or rederal taxes, then the feeeral government is the pro-
vider involved.

Help system capability resources.These resources are processes,
persons, money, and ma+^rials (including supplies and facilities).
What is desired is what resources would likely be affected the most
if the recommendation were implemented.

Change fashioners.This identification ia of the role of the per
sons who would likely be involved to implement the recommenda-
tion initially or else the recommendation would Rely not be imple-
mented; for example, a changc, in the tax law would likely involve
legislators. Additional clarification of the role of change fash-
ioner follows:

Change fashioners and rile
Legislators: Government, like new legislation needed.
Organizers: Government and non-gove:.snent, like internal

structural changes.
Budgeters: Law exists, like need more funds.
Monitors: Government, like review, study, or oversight.
Developers: Government or private sector, like R&D to change

structure.

:13
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Regulators: Regulations. i.e., Medicare/Medizaid.
In summary, a full code for a recommendation in any dimension

requires 13 coded items of information:
Two digits ae a state code.
Two digits to identify the state recommendation number.
Two digits to identify the state sub-recommendation number.
One digit to indicate the dimension.
Three digits to identify the problems and helps within each

dimension.
One digit to identify the help provider; that is, federal, state

and local government, federal and state government, non-gov-
ernment (or industry), or family-friend.

One digit to identify the resources essential to implement
the recommendation; that is, processes, persons, money, mate-.
rials, or combinations of them.

One digit to identify the category of persons who must ct on
the recommendation initially, that is, legislators, organizers,
budgeters, monitors, developers, or regulators.

G. Coding Exampl&: A fully coded recommendation would con-
sist of 13 digits as fonows:

Health Dimension Recommendations.Recommendation suggests
funding of the Mental Health Ass= stance Act.

01Alabama
01Recommendation Number
01Sub-recommendation Number
1Health Dimension
3Mental Aspect
1More/Provide
1Location Unspecified
1Federal (help provider)
3Money (Capability resource involved)
1Legislators (fashion appropriation)

0101011311131Full code is 13 digits.
Economic Dimension Recommendations.Recommendation sug-

gests allowing elderly interest and dividend tax deductions.
02Alaska
01Recommendation Number
01Sub-recommendation Number
2Economic Dimension
3Reduce Outgo
1Thru Taxes
3Affecting a Process
1Federal
1Process
1Legislators

020101231311IFull code is 13 digits.
Social Dimension RecommIndation.Recommendation inv...ves

providing protective services for the elderly.
03Arizona
01Recommendation Number
01Sub-recommendation Number
3Social Dimension
2Others are the problem
1As a resident

-14
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4 Social 'Jul ties (overall-well-being)
2State and Local Government
5Two or more resources
1 Legislators set policy/program in motion.

0301013214251Full 13-digit code.
In this example, the elderly needs protection from others in the

community where the person resides, and although this may be a
local matter, it ma: need some impetus from the state or local leg-
islators. Under government leadership, the assistance might in-
volve the use of police officers to establish and train community
watchers and life-lines for elderly in their home and on the streets.

H. Special Note: Although our informal test indicates that most
recommendations can be categorized using the model, some recom-
mendations may not lend themselves towards this categorization.
For any ecommendation or portion of a recommendation that is
undeterminable, use "9". However, there are two exceptions: the
state code and the specific recommendation itself. For example, if
everything but the two indicated items were unknown, the code for
an Alabama recommendation would be:

0101019999999Assuming this were the first recommendation
and sub-recommendation for Alabama.

15



Model for Analyzing states' Recommendations

1. LEGISLATORS 2. ORGANIZERS 3. BUDGETERS 4, MONITORS 5. DEVELOPERS 6. REGULATORS

1. PERSONS 2. MONEY 3. MATERIALS 4. PROCESSES 5. PERSONS AND MONEY

. -4; Jl ; ;1.1 1 Y 1.1 id..1 4; .We
. I

4. COMMUNITIES 5. HOME 6. INSTITUTIONS

1. MORE 2. BETTER 3. PROCESS 4. STUDY

1. GENERAL/UNSPECIFIED 2. PHYSIC

3. MENTAL

1. HEALTH

PER-
ONS

I. CAPABILITIES

II. PROBLEMS

III. HELPS

IV. HELP PROVIDERS

1.

INCREASE
INCOME

2.

MAINTAIN
INCOME

3.

REDUCE
OUTGO/
COSTS

V. HELP SYSTEM CAPABILITY

VI. CHANGE FASHIONERS

1.

EMPLOY-
MENT

2.

NON -

EAPLOY -

MEW

3. TAXES

4.

DURABLES

5. NON-
DURABLES
6.

ERVICES
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ALABAMA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF ALABAMA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views nationwide, Alabama's recommendations
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with
economic issues next in importance. Over 50 percent of their rec-
ommendetions focus on the social dimension.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Alamo Nation
onnensions

Number Patent Number Pend

Health 12 15 639 16
Economic 25 31 2,043 51
Social 44 54 1,346 33

Total 81 100 4,028 100

Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly
Alabama believes the economic condition of the elderly can be

improved by reducing costs, a belief shared nationwide, as shown
in the following table. Forty percent of Alabama's recommenda-
tions in the economic dimension propose reducing service costs to
relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This was also the lead-
ing recommendation made nationwide.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON ALABAMA'S ELDERLY

Method of miming financial burden Alabama
. ___ ___ _
Number

Ibrounriaindabons

_ .

Percent

Notice

Mater Percent

Costs.

Reduce service costs 10 40 164 37
Taxes 2 8 113 6
Reduce durable costs.. 6 24 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs..... ............. ... 3 12 106 5

Increase /maintain InC01118:

Employment .. . . 1 4 295 15
Nonemployrnenl 3 12 491 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 25 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(13)



14

Seek policy changes in the Medicaid program which would
include payment for services to older people in their own
homes.

Provide uniform discounts for elderly by providers of public
transportation during non-peak hours.

Have more available funds allocated to home health services
which enable elderly to remain independent.

Explore extensions of meals on wheels program through
churches/synagogues, provide meals 7 days instead of 5 days
where needed, and use of church kitchens to prepare meals for
home delivery.

Improved social concerns through combining programs
Alabama believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown in the
following recommendations.

Urge the Farmers Home Administration to make greater
outreach efforts to educate the rural elderly about opportuni-
ties currently available to them.

Have old school and military buses refurbished and )(Nipped
with lifts for elderly handicapped persons and furnish them to
service providers to transport the elderly.

Involve elderly in planning and carrying out plans related to
their activities providing opportanities for self expression and
continued growth.

Develop local interfaith committees to set policy for address-
ing the needs of the elderly and to identify older persons to be
trained as leaders to provide assistance.

Improve health concerns by providing more help and education
Alabama recommends providing more and better services to im-

prove the health problems of the elderly along with education pro-
grams. Specific recommendations include:

Teach elderly the important relationship between nutrition,
recreation and good health; provide continuing nutrition edu-
cation to all groups of seniors as a deterrent to health prob-
lems.

Encourage volunteer groups to supplement services where
needed, improve the delivery system to include home care for
the needy rural elderly, and use pharmacists to help educate
the elderly in the proper use of medication.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES

Sixty-two percent of Alabama's recommendations suggest im-
proving issues impacting on older people through non-government
sources, as opposed to 28 percent nationwide.

16
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendation.

Sane of moment Alabama

Naito Potent

Wen

Nwnber Paced

Federal government 8 10 1,215 30
Nongovernment 50 62 1,108 28
Federal and State government 12 15 666 16
State and local government 4 5 439 11
Combinations of the atone 7 8 600 15

Total. 81 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Alabama's recommendations suggest that existing organizations
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their
health, economic, and social problems (70 percent of their recom-
mendations). This belief is shared nationwide, (41 percent) as
shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider Alabama

Nwnber

Recommendatnas

Nato

Penont Number Percent

Legislator 7 9 577 14
Organizations 51 10 1,651 41
Budget 4 5 161 19
Monitor 3 4 218 5
Research and development 4 5 297 8
Regulator 4 5 213 5
Combinations of the above 2 2 305 8

Total 81 100 4,028 100



ALASKA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF ALASKA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

We found Alaska's issues regarding the elderly similar to those
of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues as the pri-
mary concern of the elderly in Alaska (57 percent) and the Nation
(31 percent) followed by social issues (31 percent for Alaska) and (33
percent nationally).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Alaska Nation
Dimension

Number Percent Number Percent

Elea Iti 5 12 639 16
Economic 24 57 2.043 5i
Social 13 31 1.346 33

Total 42 100 4.028 100

Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
income

The Nation recommends that the elderly's economic condition
can be improved by reducing costs. However, Alaska believes their
elderly's economic problems can best be resolved by increasing
and/or maintaining income through employment and non-employ-
ment programs (54 percent of their economic recommendations).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ALASKA

Method of renesintt bunco' burden

Increase, Maintain Income

Employment

Nonemployment

Costs

Taxes

Reduce durable costs

Reduce nondurable costs

Reduce service costs

combinations of the above

Total

Alaska

Number

6

1

3

0

6

0

24

Recommendations

Percent

15 1
29 1 54

8

13

0

25

0

100

Nation

Number

295

492

113

209

106

764

64

2.043

Percent

15

24

6

10

5

37

3

100
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly's financial burden
could be relieved through employment and non-employment p, -
gram include:

The Social Security law should be amended to eliminate the
earnings test so the elderly may supplement their fixed in-
comes and be allowed to earn unlimited additional benefits.

Mandatory retirement based on age should be abolished in
all sectors of employment and employers should be encouraged
to hire older people full-time, part-time, or flex-time.

The Alaska State legislature should appropriate one million
dollars for employment and training of Alaska senior citizens
55 years of age on low or moderate incomes.

Senior citizens, themselves, should be employed in positions
at the local, state, and Federal levels which serve elderly citi-
zens.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination ofprograms
Alaska believes the social concerns of the elderly can be, im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs (69 percent of
their recommendations). specific recommendations include:

Alaska supports the concept of Senior Adult Day Care and
advocates increasing funds and resources to increase the
number of centers available in urban, rural, and bush commu-
nities.

Research of the impact on older Alaskans of anticipated
rapid development change both in rural and urban Alaska
should be designed to minimize the impact.

Talent banks of seniors should be established in communi-
ties, and specifically within school districts, to be used in shar-
ing their skills, talents, and abilities with the students and
members of the community at large.

A procedure should be developed by the University of Alaska
to provide academic credit to those senior citizens who provide
training for secondary and postsecondary students.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Alaska, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the the elderly is the Feder-
al government. Forty-one percent of Alaska's recommendations and
30 percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal gov-
ernment as the primary source for improvement. As a secondary
source of improvement, Alaska recommends a combination of state
and local governments and non-government sources.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Soma of Improvement

Recommemlaborts

Alurta Notion

Note Percent Numbn

Federal Government 11 41 1,215 30
State and local government 9 21 439 11
Federal and state government 6 14 666 16
Nongovernment 9 21 1,108 28

z1
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONSContinued

Saxe of tai Bement

Reconmendahora

Mesita Netkin

Number Percent Number Percent

Other combinahons 1 3 600 15

Total 42 100 4,028 100

A further analysis of each dimension shows Alaska believes: non-
government sources together with Federal and state governments
should help the elderly resolve their health problems (40 percent);
the Federal government should be the primary source for improv-
ing the elderly's economic plight (67 percent); and while non-gov-
ernment sources should be responsible for solving social problems
(53 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Scarce or unmeement

Reccamardetims by Cemataxi

Health tow* Scat

Number Petard litotes Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 0 0 16 61 1 8
State and local government 1 20 5 21 3 23

Federal and state government 2 40 3 12 1 8
Nongovernment 2 40 0 0 1 53

Other 0 0 0 0 1 8

Total .. 5 100 24 100 13 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Alaska's recommendations suggest that existing organizations
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their
health, economic, and social problems (55 percent of their recom-
mendations). This belief is shared nationwide (41 percent) as shown
in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Provider
Malta

Number Percent

Ratko

Number Percent

legislator 24 511 14

Organizations 2 55 1,651 41

Budget 21 161 19

Monitor 0 218 5

Research and development 0 291 8
Regulator 0 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 305 8

Total 4 100 4.028 100

22
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REBOURCEEI NEEDED TO IM0ROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-five percent of Alaska's recommendations suggest process
changes as the primary resource necessary for providers to improve
the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly unlike the
Nation which specifies increased funding (money) as the primary
resource.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Naga

Patent

Nabs
ROSOMIS

Nude *aft Paced

People
1 2 313 8

Money 14 34 1.449 36
Material.... ... .. .... .. .

1 2 120 3
Process 19 45 1,188 29
People and money 6 15 690 11
Combinations of the above.

1 2 268 1

Total 42 100 4,028 100
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ARIZONA STATE lesuzs ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

ARIZONA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S CONCERNS

By comparing the elderly recommendations made by Arizona
with those of the Nation, we found that Arizona's issues regarding
the elderly were similar to those of the Nation as a whole.

The following table shows that both Arizona and the Nation be-
lieve the primary concerns of the elderly are economic issues.
Forty-two percent of Arizona's recommendations and 51 percent of

! Nati m's recommendations are economic. The second concern of
the elderly in Arizona, as well as nationally, deals with social
h sues, followed by concerns regarding health issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Mt= Mateo
Memo

Hunter Pact Nude Potent

Health 16 18 639 16

Economic 39 42 2,043 51

Socol 31 40 1,346 33

Total 92 100 4,028 100

Economic condition can be improved through reduced service costs
Arizona, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of the

elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Recom-
mendations to reduce service costs totaled over 33 percent for both
Arizona and the Nation, as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON ARIZONA'S ELDERLY

Method of rote futenaal burden Anna

Number

Rommmeniabons

hebon

Percent Number Patent

Costs

Reduce service costs 13 33 764 31

Taxes 4 10 113 6

Reduce durable costs 2 5 209 10

Reduce riondurat4e costs 3 8 106 5

Increase/Maintain Income:

Employment 10 26 295 15

Nonemployment 7 18 492 24

Combinations of the above. 0 0 64 3_...

Total 39 100 2,043 100

(20)
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Most of Arizona's recommendations for impror'ing the economic
condition of the elderly through reduced service costs are con-
cerned with the adequacy of Medicare. For example:

Gaps in Medicare coverage should be eliminated, and cover-
age should be expanded to pay for preventive health care,
drugs, prosthetic appliances, eye glasses, wheelchairs, all neces-
sary and prescribed appliances and aids, routine dental care,
mental health services, skilled and uns%illed in-home health
care, health assessment services and custodial care.

Medicare reimbursement regulations should require that the
provider be the party applying for reimbursement, rather than
the recipient.

The deductible in Medicare should be reduced.
Health concerns stress quality care and quality of life

The Nation's recommendations concerning how to resolve the
health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. Arizonaalso expresses many of these same concerns but most of Arizona's
concerns are broad and relate to quality care and improving the el-
derly's quality of life. For example:

The state and private sector should develop an expanded
range of services for those who reside in long-term care facili-
ties and work on options to the traditional long-term care facil-
ity residence.

Long-term care facilities should be carefully monitored by
the state to assure that the elderly resident's quality of life is
preserved.

Federal and state regulations governing facilities for health
care of the aged should emphasize and promote the develop-
ment of quality care.

Social recommendations emphasize keeping the elderly independent
The Nation's social recommendations are concerned with improv-

ing services through better program coordination. Although some
of Arizona's social recommendations were also concerned with im-
proving services through better coordination, most of Arizona's
social recommendations emphasize keeping the elderly independent
and helping the elderly cope with personal problems. For example:

Provide social services in low-income projects which prevent
institutionalization, and maintain the elderly in their own
homes.

Provide programs to assist the elderly in coping with person-
al, social, psychological, health, and financial problems.

Remove physical barriers on all campuses to the elderly and
handicapped.

Fund through the private sector and government the devel-
opment of cultural opportunities for the elderly that encourage
self-expression and self-fulfillment.

25
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IMPROVEMENTS TO RE ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT AS WELL AS
GOVERNMENT SOURCES

Twenty-nine percent of Arizona's recommendations suggest im-
proving issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of
government and nongovernment sources.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, OR SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recomendebons

Some of improverreet wane

Number Percent

Nam

Note Percent

Federal Government 19 21 1,215 30

Nongovernment 18 19 1,108 28

Federal and State government . 19 ?I 666 16

State and local government 9 10 439 11

Combinations of the above 27 '19 600 15

Total 92 100 4,028 100

A further breakout of each dimension in the following table
shows I hat Arizona believes the Federal government should be the
primary source for improving the economic plight of the eldei ly (36
percent), while a combination of government and non-government
sources should help tne elderly resolve their health and social prob-
lems (37 and 35 percent, respectively).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING T'nt ELDERLY'S CONDITIONS BY DIMENSION

Source of miprostemen

Reamfrondatims by dimension

Nab Economic Sean

MAN Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 1 6 14 36 4 11

State and local government 2 13 5 13 2 5

Federal and State government 5 31 9 23 5 14

Nongovernment 2 13 3 8 13 35

Combinations of the above 6 37 8 20 13 35

Total 16 100

_

39 100 37 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXISTING
ORGANIZATIONS

Arizona believes most health, economic, and social issues affect-
ing the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations; a
belief held by the Nation. As shown in the following table Arizona
suggests that r,5 percent of its recommendations can be carried out
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent for the
Nat ion.
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Pronto Wore

Numbs

Recommendahoos

Nom

Pow Into Pow

legislator 24 26 511 14
Organizations 50 55 1,651 41
Budget 1 8 161 19
Monitor . .

1 1 218 5
Research and development 4 4 291 8
Regulator 4 4 213 5
Conbmattes of the above. 2 2 305 8

Total.......... 92 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-one percent of Arizona's recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) and additional people as the primary re-
source necessary for providers to improve the health, economic,
and social conditions of the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS

L

Resources
entrue Namur

Norte Peread Number Fount

Poole .. . 31 34 313 8
Money 12 13 1,449 36
Process 3 3 1,188 29
Motenal 3 3 120 3
People and money 38 41 690 11
Czarbmations of the dove 5 6 268 1

Total 92 100. 4,028 100

a
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ARKANSAS STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOit THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF ARKANSAS' ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views nationwide, Arkansas' recommendations
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with
economic issues second. Thirty-eight percent of Arkansas' recc'n-
mendations focus on the social dimension.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Maus Won
Wow

Port

Health 18 29 639 16

!coot 20 33 2,043 51

Social .... 23 38 1,346 33

Total 61 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Arkansas, along with the Nation, suggests reducing costs as the

principal method of improving the economic condition of the elder-
ly. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 60 per-
cent of Arkansas' recommendations proposed reducing service costs
to relieve the financial burden on the elderly, a proposal also made
nationwide.

METHOD OF REUEVING THE :.INANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ARKANSAS

Menai of doing financial ton*

Recommendations

Onus

Monter

Notion

Percent Numbs Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs. 12 60 164 37

Taxes . 1 5 113 6

Reduce durable costs 2 10 209 10

Reduce non-durable costs 2 10 106 5

Increase/maintain meow,
Employment ... ..,

Nonemployment

2

0

10

0

295
492

15

24

Combinations of the above 1 5 64 3

Total 20 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costa can be reduced in-
cluded:

(241
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Older American Act programs under Title III B and C
should be expanded providing more transportation, home deliv-
ered meals, and congregate meals in multipurpose senior cen-
ters, giving the elderly a chance to stay r.tive.

A complete array of services should be made available in the
home ranging from chore services to skilled nursing and ther-
apy, meeting both physical and emotional needs.

Medicaid arrangements for the payment of medical transpor-
tation should provide payment with less red tape.

Rehabilitative services should be available to the visually
and hearing impaired to enable individuals to continue to live
independently as long as possible, regardless of their vocation-
al potential.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs
Arkansas believes by focusing on a combination of programs the

social concerns of the elderly can be improved as indicated by the
following recommendations:

Discrimination against older workers should be monitored
at,d enforcement of current anti-discrimination regulations
should be increased.

Voluntary organizations, such as historical societies, can
make more use of the elderly in oral history projects and in
preserving skills in crafts which may become obsolete.

The aging network can assist the elderly to be advocates on
their own behalf through training and leadership seminars,
and mock legislative sessions which provide an opportunity to
understand the legislative process.

Improve health concerns through research and more help
Arkansas believes health concerns of the elderly can be improved

through research and by providing more help. Specific recommen-
dations include:

Federal funds should be continued and increased if possible
to finance medical research into the physical and psychological
aspects of the aging process.

A portion of funding for aging programs under the Older
Americans Act should be maintained to fund practical re-
search into the most accurate methods of assessing the needs
of the elderly and in developing service to meet those needs in
the most efficient and cost effective way.

Public health agencies shoul-1 be funded to establish "well el-
derly" clinics to perform screening and provide physical check-
ups.

The Health Care Financing Administration should study pre-
scription drug purchasing assistance through Medicaid to de-
termine if funds exist to expand the coverage offered by this
program.

Plans of care for patients in nursing homes should contain
restorative treatments such as physical therapy, speech ther-
apy, occupational therapy, and counseling, with a mechanism
for Medicaid or Title XX reimbursement.

'29
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I M PROVEM RIM To 111 V, ACH I KV ED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Thirty-nine percent of Arkansas' recommendations suggest im-
proving the health, economic, and social issues impacting on the el-
derly primarily through the Federal government, a recommenda-
tion also made nationally (30 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE FLDERLY

Reanimendabsra

sauna of onproment Arkansas

'Sumter Percent

Raton

Number Percent

Federal Government .. 14 39 1,215 30

State and local government .. 6 10 439 11

Federal and State government 11 18 666 16

Nongovernment . 4 1 1,108 :8

Combinations of the above 16
. ... .. 26 600 15

Total 61 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS

Arkansas recommends that existing organizations and a combi-
nation of providers assist the elderly in resolving their health, eco-
nomic, and social problems as shown in the following table (30 and
31 percent, respectively).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prouder Arkonas

Number

Recommendatices

Hatton

Percent Mote Percent

legislator 5 8 511 t4

Organizations 18 30 1,651 41

Budget 5 8 161 19

Monitor 1 12 218 5

Roearch and development 0 0 291 8

Regulators 1 11 213 5

Combinations of the above 19 31 305 1

1o!31 61 100 4,028 100

RESOURCF-41 NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Thirty-nine percent of Arkansas' recommendation? suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the primary resource needed for provid-
ers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the el-
derly, a view shared by the Nation (36 percent) as shown in the
following table.

30
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RECOMMENDATMS

Wanes
Mamas

_

Number

.

Paced

Nibm

Nate Patent

People 5 8 313 8
Money 24 39 1.449 36
Process

1 2 1,188 29MatinaL. 1 2 120 3
Pawls and monri 21 34 690 17
Combinations ot the gee 9 15 268 7

Total 61 100 4,028 100

- 4 () 4 ( f I ) 31



CALIFORNIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

CALIFORNIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S CONCERNS

We compared California's recommendations with those of the
Nation and found California's issues regarding the elderly similar
to those nationwide. The following table shows economic issues (71
and 51 percent, respectively) to be the largest concern of the elder-
ly in California and throughout the Nation with social issues being
second (19 and 33 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

California Nabs
Daemon

Nudes Percent Rumba Pawl

Health 7 10 639 16

Economic 49 11 2,043 51

Social 13 19 1,346 33

Total 69 100 4,028 100

Economic condition improved by reducing costs
California along with the Nation recommends that the elderly's

economic condition can beat be improved by reducing costs. A fur-
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 53 percent of
California's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as a
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly; a recom-
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent), as shown in the fol-
lowing table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN CALIFORNIA

Method of relieving Manua! burden Cardorma

Number

Reccounendatord

Wee

Pecan! Nobel Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs 26 53 164 31

faxes 1 2 113 6

Reduce durable costs 3 6 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 0 0 106 5

Increase/mamiam Income

Employment 6 12 295 15

Nonemployment 13 21 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

total 49 100 2,043 100

3 2
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly's economic condi-
tion can be improved by reducing service costs include:

Funds be authorized and appropriated under the Older
Americans Act designated to provide, strengthen, and increase
nutrition delivery services for the elderly.

Require the funding, coordination, and delivery of health
and social services.

Provide legal services that are essential to secure the rights
of all the elderly in such areas as economic, health, housing,
and long term care.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

California, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement
for issues impacting on the older person is the Federal government.
Forty-nine percent of California's recommendations and 30 percent
of the Nation's show the Federal government as the source for im-
provement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Nexamiendatore

Source of Improvement Cam Nation

Number Percent Number Potent

Federal Government 34 49 1,215 30
Federal and State governwents 13 19 666 16
Nongovernment 13 19 1,108 28
State and local governments

1 1 439 11
Comthrations of the above 8 12 600 15

Total 69 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note as shown in the following table is
that California specifies that improvements relating to social as-
pects should be the responsibility of nongovernment sources (54
percent) while health and economic improvements for the elderly
should be the Federal government's responsibility (57 percent).

SUGGESTED SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S CONDITION BY DIMENSION

Soutce of improvement

Recerimendpbons by dimension

Health Imam Saud

Number Percent Number Percent Number PIMA

Federal Gmemment 4 51 28 57 2 15
State and local government 0 0 1 2 0 0
Federal and State government 2 29 8 16 3 23
Nongovernment .. 1 14 5 10 7 54
Other 0 0 7 15 1 8

Total 1 100 49 100 13 100
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ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

California believes existing organizations can resolve most
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (42 percent
of their recommendations). This belief is shared by the Nation (41
percent), as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Hondo Cobham

Number

Recommendation

Nation

Percent Nude Percent

legislator 9 13 511 14

Organizations 29 42 1.651 41

Budget 25 36 161 19

Monitor . 2 3 218 5

Research and development 3 4 291 8

Regulator 1 2 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total 69 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

California believes with more money (55 percent) the health, eco-
nomic, and social conditions can be improved by existing organiza-
tions, a view shared by the nation (36 percent), as shown in the fol-
lowing table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Canis

Note Pewit

NI*

Number Percent

People 2 3 313 8

Money . 38 55 1,449 36

Material . 0 0 120 3

Process 18 26 1,188 29

People and money 11 16 690 11

Combinations of the above 0 0 268 1

Total 69 100 4,028 100
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COLORADO STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF COLORADO'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Our comparison of Colorado's elderly concerns with those nation-
wide showed economic issues to be the primary concern of the el-
derly (51 percent of their recommendations). Health issues are
second in Colorado (26 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

0:keato Nation
Danensan

briber Patent Number Patent

Health 43 26 639 16
Economic . .. 85 51 2,043 51
Swat .... . 38 23 1,346 33

Total 166 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Colorado, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of the
elderly could be improved by reducing service costs. Fifty-one per-
cent of Colorado's recommendations and 37 percent of the Nation's
propose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on
the elderly, as the following table shows.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN COLORADO

Net* of rehering financial burden

Reornwridatials

Colorado Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Costs.

Reduce service costs.. 43 51 764 :7
Taxes 5 6 113 6
Reduce durable costs 7 8 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs. 0 0 106 5

Increase/Maintain Income:

Employment .. 5 6 295 15
Nonemployment 25 29 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total.. ..... . 85 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

The Congress and state legislatures should initiate cost con-
tainment measures for medical services.

(311
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The Congress and state legislatures should provide funds for
the expansion of community support serviceshome mainte-
nance, health, social and transportation services which enable
the elderly to live in their own community.

The Congress and the states should enact legislation to es-
tablish energy rate structures which reduce costs to residential
consumers.

Legal services, at least legal advice, should be accessible to
all older Americans and legal programs should be expanded.

Reduce health concerns through training, education, and a combi-
nation of programs

Colorado's recommendations suggest reducing the health prob-
lems of their elderly through training, education, and a combina-
tion of programs. For example, Colorado recommends:

Federal, state, and local funds should support training pro-
gram for professionals and paraprofessionals to enable them
to deal effectively with elders of diverse backgrounds in the
planning and delivery of home health and support services.

Preventive health education should be provided for all prac-
titioners in health-related fields and for older adults them-
selves.

Geriatric nutrition, taught by qualified instructors, should be
included in the curricula of all medical and nursing schools.

A full range of home health and in-home services should be
developed and accessible to rural and urban elders in every
community.

State offices on aging and area agencies on aging should
assure coordination of community-based long-term care serv-
ices and should disseminate information about such services to
older persons, health care and social service professionals, and
the general public.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs
Colorado believes the socit 1 concerns of the elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs. Specific recom-
mendations include:

The area agencies on aging should organize, fund, and publi-
cize advocacy groups of clients and consumers to provide a
mechanism for dealing with problems and complaints against
agencies and programs serving elders.

National television, radio stations, and local stations should
be encouraged to eliminate programs and advertisements
which perpetrate negative stereotypes of aging and older
people.

Apply economic pressure to alert the private sector to of ler
consumer's power in the market place and their increasing
economic power in an aging society.

Intergenerational contacts should be promoted through serv-
ice clubs, community groups, and extended families.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO IW ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Forty-one percent of Colorado's recommendations suggest non-
government as the primary source for improvement on all dimen-
sions for issues affecting the elderly. However, the Nation believes
the Federal government is the primary source of improvement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Roccenrrodabons

Source of imerovement Colorado

Number Percent

Nation

Note Percent

Federal Government 40 24 1,215 30
State and local raiment . . 7 4 439 11
Federal and State government . 34 21 666 i;
Nongovernment 68 41 1,108 28
Other combinations 11 10 600 15

Total 166 100 4,028 100

A further analysis of each dimension shows Colorado specifies
that nongovernment sources should help the elderly resolve their
health and social problems (65 and 61 percent, respectively) while
the Federal government should be the primary source for improv-
ing the elderly's economic plight (39 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement

Resommendafkins W tfimmslon

Health Tommie Said

Number Percent Number Portent Number Percent

federal Government . 4 9 33 39 3 8
State and local government 3 7 1 1 3 8
Federal and State government . 7 16 21 25 6 15
Nongovernment . 28 65 11 20 23 61
Other combinations 1 3 13 15 3 8

Total. 43 100 85 100 38 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Colorado and the Nation believe that existing organizations can
provide the help needed to resolve most health, economic, and
social issues impacting on the elderly (55 and 41 percent, respec-
tively) as shown in the following table.

Ponder

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendatin

Co orado Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

legislator 5 3 511 14
Organizations 92 55 1,651 41
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLYContinued

Reconnendabons

Provider Cokndo

Rumba Percent Rueter Percent

Budget .. 27 16 767 19

Monitor 16 10 218 5

Research and development . 5 3 297 8

Retulatox 20 12 213 5

Combriaboris of the above. 1 1 305 8

Total 166 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-eight percent of Colorado's recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the resource needed for providers to im-
prove the health, economic, and social condition of the elderly, a
view shared by the Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Woofs Neke

Number Percent Nutter Penal

PM.' I 4 313 8

Money 19 48 1,449 36
Material.. 4 2 120 3
Process 48 29 1,188 29
Pebble and money 21 16 690 17

Combinations of the above 1 1 268 1

Total 166 100 4,028 100
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CONNECTICUT STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE DSC'S

CONNECTICUT'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Connecticut's recommendations with those of the
Nation and found Connecticut's issues regarding the elderly similar
to those of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues
to be the primary concern of the elderly iu Connecticut (64 percent)
and throughout the Nation (51 percent) with social issues being
second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Coanectiast Won
Ouremons

Humes Percent Iturnbr

Health 9 12 639 16
Economic 50 64 2,043 51
Social 19 24 1,346 33

Total 18 100 4.028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs
Connecticut, along with the Nation, recommends reducing costs

as the best way to improve the older persons' economic condition.
A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 56 per-
cent of Connecticut's recommendations suggest reducing service
costs as the primary method of relieving the financial burden on
older people. This suggestion was also made by the Nation (3? per-
cent), as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN CONNECTICUT

Method of relieving financial harden Ohineeticut

Number Patent

tons

Nation

Number Percent

Costs

Reduce service cots 28 56 164 31
Taxes 2 4 113 6

Reduce durable costs 3 6 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 3 6 106 5

Increase/Maintain Income:

Employment 5 10 295 15

Nonemployment 1 14 492 24
Combinations of the above 2 4 64 3

Total 50 100 2.043 100

(35)
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Training of professional and para-professional health care
personnel include gerontology and mental health as part of the
curriculum.

Education and training in gerontology be mandated for all
health care personnel, including physicians involved in long-
term care.

Priority be given to public and private funding of research
and training to basic psychological and physiological research,
geriatric medical and mental practices, long-term care and in-
formal support systems.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Connecticut, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement
on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Forty-eight percent of Connecticut's recommendations
and 30 percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal
government as the primary source for improvement As a second-
ary source of improvement, Connecticut recommends Federal and
state governments.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Reconmendatems

Solute of movement Cortrottbart

Number Percent

Nab Ix

Number Anent

Federal Government 31 48 1,215 30
Federal and State governments 18 23 666 16
Ncegovernment . 12 15 1,108 28
State and local governments 3 4 439 11
Other 8 10 600 15

Total 18 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that Connecticut specifies that improvements relating to social as-
pect., should be the responsibility of Federal and state governments
(3'i percent) while health and economic improvements for the elder-
ly should be the Federal government's responsibility, 45 and 62
percent, respectively.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement

Recommendatime by dlmenspon

Health Demme Saul

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 4 45 31 62 2 10
State and local government 1 11 1 2 1 5
Federal and State government 2 22 9 18 1 31
Nongovernment 1 11 5 10 6 n
Other 1 11 4 8 3 16

Total .. 9 100 50 100 19 100
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ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Connecticut believes existing organizations and more funds can
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder-
ly (65 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared by
the Nation as the following table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prouder Carectetrt

Number

Reammendetkins

Netlon

Paco! Number Percent

legislator 14 18 577 14
Organizations 26 33 1,651 41
Budget 25 32 167 19
Monitor 3 4 218 5
Research and development....

1 1 297 8
Regulator 7 9 213 5
Combinations of the above 2 3 305 8

total 18 100 4.028 100

F /SOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Connecticut believes through increased funding (money) the
health, economic, and social conditions can be improved by existing
organizations, a view shared by the Nation, 40 and 36 percent re-
spectively, s shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Connecticut

Number Percent

Nstice

Number Percent

People . 2 3 313 8
Money 31 40 1,449 36
Material .. . ....

1 1 120 3
Process . .... .. 9 11 1.188 29
Peainle and money .10

36 690 17
Combinations of the above / 9 268 7

Total 18 100 4.028 100
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DELAWARE STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

DELAWARE'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

A comparison of Delaware's issues regarding the elderly with
those of the Nation disclosed them to be similar. For example, the
elderly in Delp...Jam and the Nation are primarily concerned with
economic issues (57 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Deluge Nam
Denensicas

Notribb Patent Nun Patent

Health 8 16 639 16
Economic 25 57 2,043 51
Social 11 25 1,346 33

Total 44 100 4,028 100

Improve economic conditions by reducing costs
Delay; are agrees with the Nation's recommendations that the

economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducing
costs. To relieve the financial burden on the elderly, 40 percent of
Deism re's economic recommendations suggest reducing service
costs, f, recommendation also made nationwide (37 percent).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN DELAWARE

Recommeodetems

Method of miming Manual burden Delmore Nation

Newt Numbly Patent

Costs

Reduce service costs . 10 40 164 31
Taxes 0 0 113 6
Reduce durable costs. 2 8 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 8 32 106 5

Increase/Maintain Income.

Employment 2 8 295 15
Nonemployrnent 3 12 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 25 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how the economic condition can be
improved by reducing service costs include:

Medicare should include coverage for home care, diagnostic
and preventive services.
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Medicare coverage should include services provided by nurse
practitioners, physician's assistants, and trained paraprofes-
sionals.

Federal emphasis should be placed upon congregate housing
facilities to develop and provide supportive services.

Ta promote maximum independence and quality of life, in-
creased funding and attention should be accorded comprehen-
sive in-home services.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs
Delaware believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs (55 percent of
their recommendations). Specific recommendations include:

The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 should be vigorously en-
forced.

Funds should be provided to develop and ensue monitoring
and enforcement of national standards for quality services.

Federal and state legislative measures and initiatives to
assist crime victims should recognize the special needs of the
elderly victim (i.e., special physical, social, and economic
needs.).

Improve health concerns through research, education, and by pro-
viding more services

Delaware believes health problems of the elderly can be im-
proved through training, researei and by providing more services.
Delaware recommends for example:

The Medicare program be evolved into a national health
care plan for all ages with special emphasis on the needs of the
elderly.

A national research initiative on Alzheimer's disease be un-
cle, aken with funding equivalent to that for cancer or heart
disease research.

New or reallocated funds be used to support medical educa-
tion and the training of health care professionals in geriatric
and gerontological specialties.

LI4PROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Delaware, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Fifty-two percent of Delaware's recommendations and
30 percent of the Nation's show the Federal government as the pri-
mary source for improvement. As a secondary source of improve-

.. ment, Delaware recommends Federal and state governments.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, ANO SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Sow* of Improvement

Recommendations

Moo Matto

Number Percent Rote Percent

Federal Government 23 52 1,215 30

Federal and State government 10 23 666 16

tiongovernment 9 20 1,108 28
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONSContinued

Reunite Iodations

Soma cd MOPelefilrt Doom Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

State and local government 2 5 439 11
Other combinations . 0 0 600 15

Total 44 100 4,028 100

An i ateresting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that Delaware specifies that improvements relating to health
issues should be the responsibility of non-government sources (63
percent), social issues the responsibility of Federal and state gov-
ernments (46 percent) while economic issues are the responsibility
of the Federal government (72 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY IN DELAWARE

Recommendaborts dimension

Soma of implovement Health

Num-

ter
Percent

Wank

Number Percent

Said

Number Percent

federal Government 2 25 18 72 3 27
State and local government . 1 12 0 0 1 9
'Weal and State government 0 0 5 20 5 46
Nongoiernme 5 63 2 8 2 18
Other

C 0 0 0 0

Total 8 100 25 100 11 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORE FUNDS

Delaware believes more funds and existing organizations can re-
solve most health, ecomomic, and social issues affecting the elderly
(32 and 30 percent, respectively). This belief is shared by the
Nation as the following table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider Derma*

Number

Recommendations

Nation

Percent Number Percent

Legislator 8 18 577 14
Organizatrons ....... ......... ... . 13 30 1.651 41
Budget 14 32 767 19
Monitor . 2 4 218 5
Research and deVekernent 0 0 297 8
Regulator 7 16 213 5
Combinations of the above . 0 0 305 8

Total . 44 100 4.028 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Delaware and the Nation increased funding (money) to be the re-
source most likely to be affected in imuroving the health, economic,
and social conditions of the elderly (59 and 36 percent, respectively)
as shown in the following table.

Ramos

People

Money

Process

Material

People and money

Combinations of the above

total

RECOMMENDATIONS

Palm

Number Pam!

Nam

Wilber Promft

1 2 313 8
26 59 1,449 36
14 32 1,188 29

0 0 120 3

1 2 690 17

2 5 268 7

44 100 4,028 100
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS STRESS ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL ISSUES

To determine what the profile of an individual State might be,
we compared the District of Columbia's recommendations with
those of the Nation. We found that the District of Columbia issues
regarding the elderly were similar to those of the Nation. The fol-
lowing table shows that the District of Columbia believes economic
and social issues are primary concerns of the elderly (44 percent of
the recommendations). However, nationwide, economic issues are
the primary concern (51 percent) with social issues being second (33
percent).

Dimensions

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Distnct of Columbia Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 13 12 639 16
Economic 45 44 2.043 51
Social 45 44 1.346 33

Total 103 100 4.028 100

Economic issues can be improved b) reducing costs
An analysis of the economic dimension shows that 58 percent of

the District of Columbia's recommendations suggest reducing costs
as the primary method of relieving the financial burden on the el-
derly. This suggestion was also made by the Nation (58 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDIRLY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Meth'i of 'obeying financial burden

Costs

District of Columbia

Number Percent

Reduce service costs 11 38
Taxes 0 0
Reduce durable costs 8 18
Reduce nondurable costs

1 1
Inrrease,Maintain Income

Employment
1

2Nonemployment 11 38
Combinations of the above 1 1

Total 45 101'

1421

4 6

Recommendations

Nation

Number Percent

1

58

41

164

113

209

106

295

492

64

2.043

31

6

10

5

15

24

3

100

58
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Specific recommendations on how costs can be reduced include:
Community-based programs receive greater financial sup-

port, including direct financial support for families maintain-
ing older persons in the home.

Increase the number of subsidized housing units.
Provide the elderly with financial assistance for home re-

pairs.
Increase neighborhood and local transportation services not

now being met by the transit system.

Improve social concerns by providing information on transportation
and housing

Most of the District of Columbia's issues regarding the social
well-being of the elderly are concerned with a lack of adequate
housing and housing information and poor transportation services
for the elderly. Examples of some of the social issues the District of
Columbia is concerned about include:

Require HUD to develop housing design, management, and
certification standards for housing for the elderly.

Educate the elderly in the processes of government regard-
ing housing legislation, regulations, and programs.

Establish a policy requiring transportation service coordina-
tion among all agencies and groups providing transportation in
order to assure the most effective use of resources.

The public transit system provide greater protection on vehi-
cles, at stations and bus stops, especially in high crime areas.

Improve health concerns by providing ntore chronic and preventive
care services

The District of Columbia believes the existing health care deliv-
ery system focuses on acute care needs, while aging persons have a
major need for chronic and preventive care services. Examples of
some of the District of Columbia's recommendations concerning
health care follow:

Establish health care as a right rather than a service avail-
able on the basis of ability to pay.

Require health care continuing education for professionals,
paraprofessionals and volunteers.

Provide aging persons and their families with knowledge of
nutrition.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Thirty-two percent of the District of Columbia's recommenda-
tions suggest the primary source of improvement on all dimensions
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for issues impacting on the elderly is non-government. As a second-
ary source of improvement, the District of Columbia recothmends
the Federal government.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Source at improvement Ontnct of

Number

Columba

Percent

Nato

Number Percent

federal Government . 26 25 1,215 30

federal and State governments . 25 24 666 16

Nongovernmenl . 33 32 1,108 28

State and local governments 9 9 439 11

Combinations of the above 10 10 600 15

Total 103 100 4,028 100

If we breakout the recommendations by dimension, however, we
can see that the District of Columbia believes the primary responsi-
bility for issues relating to the elderly's health and social concerns
should rest with non-government sources. However, the District of
Columbia believes the Federal government is the best source for as-
sisting the elderly with economic problems.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Scenes of improvement

Recommendabons by dimension

Health Economic Scda1

Number Rant Number Percent Number Percent

federal Government 0 0 19 42 7 16

State and kcal government 0 0 1 2 8 18

federal and Stale government . 3 23 14 31 8 18

Nongovernment . 9 69 6 13 18 40

Combinations of the above 1 8 5 12 4 8

Total 13 100 45 100 45 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

The District of Columbia believes most health, economic, and
social issues affecting the elderly can be resolved through existing
organizations, a belief held by the Nation. As the table below
shows, the District of Columbia suggests that 50 percent of its rec-
ommendations can be carried out through existing organizations,
compared to 41 percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Pmeorr Ontuclof Glumbm Nom

Number Percent hunter Percent

Lep,islator 10 10 577 14

Orronitrtionl 51 50 1,651 41
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLYContinued

Recommentbrta

Proneer Mott of Glumtm

Number Percent

Nero

Number Percent

Elvdget 13 13 767 19
Monitor . 11 10 218 5

Research and development 4 4 291 8
Regulator 8 8 213 5

Combinations of the above 6 5 305 8

Total 103 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

The District of Columbia believes through improved processes
and increased funding (money) the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly can be improved. This view is also shared
by the Nation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

emotes
Ihstnet of Ctiumta

Number Patent

Nike

Number Pamil

People 3 3 313 8
Money . 32 31 1,449 36
Material. 3 3 120 3
Process . . 55 53 1,188 29
People and money 4 4 690 11

Combinations of the above 6.._.... 6 268 7

Total . 103 100 4,028 100



FLORIDA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980'S

FIA)KIDA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

To determine what the profile of an individual State might be,
we compared Florida's recommendations with those of the Nation.
We found that Florida's issues regarding the elderly were similar
to those of the Nation. The following table shows that Florida be-
lieves economic and social issues are primary concerns of the elder-
ly (35 percent of the recommendations). However, nationwide, eco-
nomic issues are the primary concern (51 percent) with social
issues being second (33 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Reda
Onemoons

Nation

Number Percent Number Peewit

Health 6 30 639 16

Economic 1 35 2,041 51
Social 1 35 1,346 33

Total 20 100 4.018 100

Economic dimension
Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly's economic

plight could be impro'red through employment and non-employ-
ment programs include:

Eliminating restrictions on earnings for Social Security re-
cipients, regardless of age.

Establishing a universal and mandatory pension plan
Having an enlightened retirement program.

.44pcia/ dimension

Many of the issues surrounding the social aspect of Florida's el-
derly focus on educating the elderly on the programs available to
them. Some of the recommendations include:

Providing programs to motivate the elderly including those
with physical handicaps to become involved in recreation or
leisure activities.

Funding and expanding consumer education programs for
the elderly utilizing senior centers and nutrition sites when
possible.

Providing programs for lifelong learning from infancy 'o old
age t I ire-span ()ducat ion .
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Health (1111le

The Nation recommends having professionals learn more about
aging and how to prevent or treat prevalent disabling illnesses to
resolve health problems of the elderly. Florida believes the health
problems of their elderly can best be improved by providing serv-
ices as shown by the following recommendations.

More persons be maintained in the community through
home health care and other auxilitary services.

A continuum of services and levels of care for long term care
be developed, coordinated, and adequately funded.

A lifelong nutrition program be provided.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE PRIMARILY ACHIEVED THROUGH NON-
GOVERNMENT SOURCES

Unlike the Nation, Florida's recommendations show that the
source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly, includ-
ing those in health, economic, and social dimensions is non-govern-
ment. Seventy percent of Florida's recommendations suggest non-
government as the primary source of improvement compared to 28
percent nationally. As shown in the following table, Florida empha-
sizes state and local governments (20 percent) as the secondary
source for improving the well being of their elderly.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recoraierdabons

Source of improvement Hada

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Federal government 1 5 1.215 30
State and local government 4 20 439 11
Federal and Statt government 1 5 666 16
Nongovemment 14 70 1.108 28
Combinations of the above 0 0 600 15

Total 20 100 4.028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Florida believes that existing organizations can resolve most
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (50 percent
of their recommendations). As shown in the following table, this
belief is shared by the Nation.

Prove*

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendatons

nada Nation

Number Peront Number Percent

legislator 2 10 511 14
Organizations 10 50 1,651 41
Budget 8 40 161 19
Monitor 0 0 218 5
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLYContinued

Recommendabora

Prow* Flonda Nation

Number Percent Nader Pesten

0 0 291 8
Regu latux 0 0 213 5

Combing= of the am 0 0 305 8

Total 20 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Florida believes through improved processes and increased fund-
ing the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly can be
improved. This view is also shared by the Nation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Ronda Nation
Resources

Nude Percent Number Percent

Petvole 0 0 313 8

Money 6 30 1,449 36
Matettal 0 0 120 3
Puss 10 50 1,188 29

NO, and money 4 20 690 11

Comtinatoons of the above 0 0 268 7

total 20 100 4,028 100
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GEORGIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

GEORGIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE NATIONWIDE

Georgia's issues concerning the elderly are similar to those na-
tionwide. As shown in the following table, both Georgia and the
Nation believe economic issues (46 and 51 percent, respectively) to
be the primary concern of the elderly. The second concern of the
elderly in Georgia and the Nation deals with social issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Georgia taboo

' Numbs Patent Number Patent

Health 11 17 639 16
Economic .. 31 46 2,043 51
Social 25 37 1,346 33

Total 67 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Georgia recommends that the economic condition of the elderly

can be improved by reducing costa, a recommendation also made
nationwide. Thirty-two percent of Georgia's recommendations in
the economic dimension propose reducing service costs to relieve
the financial burden on the elderly. This was also the leading rec-
ommendation made nationwide.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN GEORGIA

Method of relating financial burden

Recarimendations

Corgis

Number Percent

Notice

Nieto Percent

C.0>ts

Reduce service costs . 10 32 164 37
Taxes 4 13 113 6

Reduce durable costs ...... ..... ... ................. 4 13 209 10
Reduce irndurable costs. .. 2 6 106 5

Increase /M: ,,rain Income

Employment . ... ... 7 13 295 15
ffrolemPlvfinetli 4 13 49? 24

Combinations of the doe 0 0 64 3

Total . 31 100 2.043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
cluded:

(99)
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Medicare and Medicaid should be expanded to include pre-
ventive and restorative care for eyes, ears, and teeth.

Funding for legal services should be continued.
More funds should be provided for the expansion of nutrition

programs and support services for the elderly.
Additional funding should be made available for modified/

therapeutic diets.

Improve social concerns through combination of programs and by
providing more services

Most of Georgia's social recommendations focus on providing
more services and on a combination of programs to improve the
social dimension of the elderly. For example, Georgia recommends:

The Federal government should expand the development of
multipurpose senior centers to provide the elderly with imme-
diate access to a full range of services.

A re-evaluation should be made of requirements which state
that only in-home agencies be permitted to supply services.

All local, State and Federal Agencies on Aging appoint a
proportional number of senior citizens for advisory boards,
committees, commissions, and other groups dealing with prob-
lems and interests of the elderly.

Improve health concerns through research
Eighty-two percent of Georgia's recommendations in the health

dimension suggest research as the primary method to improve the
health problems of the elderly. Specific recommendations include:

Further research be conducted to identify variables that help
people stay healthy in okl age.

National research be conducted to determine qualitative ef-
fectiveness of existing services to the elderly including educa-
tion and training programs.

Federal support will continue for research in viable alterna-
tives to long-term care and in-house health care in rural and
urban areas.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENTS

Thirty-seven percent of Georgia's recommendations suggest the
source of improvement on all dimensions for issues impacting on
the elderly is Federal and State governments as opposed to 16 per-
cent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendatmns

Wimp nl .mprovernent Georgia

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

federal (mernment 18 21 1,215 30

1.4131 And State government 15 31 666 16

Nongovernment lfi 24 1,108 28

Stale and local government 5 1 439 11

Other rombmatur,. 3 5 600 15

total 61 100 4.028 100
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A further analysis of each dimension shows that Georgia believes
non-government sources should help the elderly resolve their
health problems (64 percent) while Federal and State governments
should be the primary source for improving the elderly's economic
and social problems (48 and 40 percent, respectively).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement

Recommendations by dimension

Health tonne Social

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

federal Government 3 27 9 29 6 2$

Stale and local ,:overnment 0 0 1 3 4 16

Federal and State government 0 0 15 48 10 40
Nongovernmen. / 64 4 13 5 20
Other 1 9 2 1 0 0

7241 11 100 31 100 25 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATION3 AND
MORE FUNDS

Georgia holieves more funds and existing organizations can re-
sove most !ifialtli, economic, and social issues affecting the f4derly
(:; and 24 percent, respectively) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASS'STANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Nyder Georgia

Number

Reccenmendations

Nation

percernt Number percent

legislator 9 13 511 14

Org.iniations 16 14 1.651 41

Budget 14 36 167 19

Monitor 3 5 218 5

Researc and development 13 19 297 8

Geguratcr 2 3 213 5

Combination, .it the Move 0 0 305 8

67 100 4,028 100
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RESOURCICS :IREDRD TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Georgia believes more money (57 percent) is the resource needed
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder-
ly, a view shared by the Nation (36 percent) as the following table
shows.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Gems

Ruder prowl

Nato

Number percent

People 0 0 313 8
Money 38 57 1,449 36
Material 0 0 120 3
Process 28 42 1,188 29
People and money . 1 1 690 11
Combinations of the above 0 0 268 1

Iota! 61 100 4,028 100
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HAWAII STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF HAWAII'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
rATIONWIDE

Our comparison of Hawaii's elderly concerns with those nation-
wide showed economic issues to be the primary concern of the el-
derly (74 :Ind 51 percent, respectively). Health issues are second in
Hawaii (16 percent).

'ECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Hawed Nation
Dimension

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 14 16 639 16
Economic 64 14 2,043 51
Social 9 10 1,346 33

Total 87 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Hawaii, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of the

elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Forty-two
percent of Hawaii s recommendations propose reducing service
costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This was also
the leading recommendation made nationwide.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN HAWAII

Method of relieving financial NI*
Recemmendatems

11811411

Number

-
Percent

Mahon

Number Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs 21 42 164 31
Taxes . 4 6 113 6....Reduce durable costs . 5 8 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 2 3 106 5

Increase /maintain income:

Empkiyment 15 24 295 15
Nonemployment 11 1/ 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

iota! . 64 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

Improve and expand Medicare B-Plan to include coverage of
dental, hearing, vision, mental health, and drug services.

153)
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Non-institutional services be supported; e.g., home care,
group homes, meals on w.:eels, chore services, and health edu-
cation and that these services be funded with public and pri-
vate insurances.

Establish lower utility rates per unit for lower consumption.
Improve social concerns through a combination of programs

Hawaii believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on a combination of programs. For example,
Hawaii recommends:

Negative attitudes of employers, the general public, the
media, and seniors themselves toward the continued or new
employment of the elderly persons should be counteracted
through a vigorous educational and public relations campaign
to emphasize employability, skills, and other resources found
in our elderly population.

Comprehensive services should be developed to provide sup-
port for all elderly victims of abuse, neglect, and exploitation
while legal action against the perpetrators is being taken.

Improve health concerns through education and a combination of
programs

Seventy-two percent of Hawaii's recommendations in the health
dimension suggest improving the health problems of the elderly
through education and a combination of programs. Specific recom-
mendation include:

Provide and develop effective health education programs for
the promotion and maintenance of health for individuals,
groups, families, volunteers, churches and the community at
large.

Future manpower needs in gerontology be assessed; certifica-
tion and lir.gising standards for gerontological health care per-
sonnel be established; and necessary education and training to
meet these standards be provided.

Preventive services be increased to improve personal health;
e.g., developing or increasing screening and diagnostic tests
and counseling to overcome psychological obstacles in going to
dentists or doctors.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Thirty-percent of Hawaii's recommendations suggest nongovern-
ment sources to be the primary source for improvement on all di-
mensions for issues impacting on the elderly.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of improvement

Recommendation

Hawse Ratan

Number Percent number Percent

federal Government 19 22 1.215 30
State and local governor it 9 10 439 11

federal and State government 18 21 666 16

Nongovernment 26 30 1,108 28
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDthLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS--Continued

Sousa of improvement

Rucanmenabas

Haab Natal

Nurnta haat Nato Percent

Other combinations 15 17 600 15

Total 8/ 100 4,028 100

A further analysis of each dimension shows Hawaii believes non-
government sources should help the elderly resolve their health
problems (72 percent), the Federal government should be the pri-

. mary source for improving the elderly's economic plight (25 per-
cent) while state and local governments should be responsible for
solving social problems (34 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

source of ranovenent

fkozurealations W &mace

Hula tonna Scat

Number Paant Ibrntst Pima Narita Paw

Federal Govenrment 2 14 16 25 1 11

State and local government 0 0 6 9 3 34
Federal and State government 1 7 15 23 2 22
Nongovernment 10 72 14 22 2 22
Other 1 7 13 21 1 11

Total 14 100 64 100 9 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Over 50 percent of Hawaii's recommendations suggest resolving
most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly
through existing organizations. This recommendation was also
made by the Nation (41 percent) as shown in the following table.

Nov*

legislator

Organitations

Budget

Monitor

Research and development

Regulator

Combinations of the above

total

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Name

Number Percent

Naito

Number Percent

3 3 577 14

44 51 1,651 41

28 32 767 19

1 1 218 5

4 5 297 8

6 7 213 5

I 1 305 8

81 100 4,028 100
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RKSOURCKS NI :141)K1) TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Hawaii believes increased funding (money) as the resource most
likely to be affected in improving the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly (49 percent) a view shared by the Nation
(36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Rearm
Moan

Number Percent

Nation

Number Anent

People 1 1 313 8

Money 43 49 1,449 36

Material 2 2 120 3

Process 21 31 1,188 29

People and money . 11 13 690 11

Umbmabons of the above 3 4 268 1

Total 81 100 4,028 100
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IDAHO STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF IDAHO'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE NATIONWIDE

We found Idaho's issues regarding the elderly to be similar to
those nationwide. The following table shows economic issues to be
the primary concern of the elderly both in Idaho and the Nation
(61 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues second (23 and
33 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

taaho Satan

Number Patent Nanber Percent

Health 5 16 639 16
1 c.onomic 19 61 2,043 51
Social 7 23 1,346_ 33

Total 31 100 4.028 100

Improve economic condition by reducingcosts
Idaho and the Nation recommend reducing costs as the best

method of improving the economic condition of the elderly as
shown in the following table. A further analysis of the economic di-
mension shows that 37 percent of both Idaho's and the Nation's
economic recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the
principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN IDAHO

Method of relieving (manual burden

RecommemtatIme

Idaho

Number Percent

Nation

Numbs Patent

Costs

Reduce service costs .. .... . 7 37 764 37
Taxes . 1 6 113 6
Reduce durable costs

1 5 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 0 0 106 5

Increase/maintain income

Employment 5 26 295 15
Non - employment 5 26 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 19 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(57)

61



58

Support the development of financing mechanisms for the
full range of adult day care and for homemaker services. Such
funding mechanisms should consider the variety of need of the
elderly for various levels of adult (I ay care.

Medicare should pay 80 percent of current costs. Glasses,
hearing aids, dentures, medications (drugs), and me ital health
should be covered by Medicare on a sliding fee schadule based
on monthly income.

Support the continued funding of the Legal Services Corpo-
ration and Idaho Legal Services, Inc.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs
Idaho believes by focusing on a combination of programs the

social concerns of the elderly can be improved as indicated by the
following recommendations:

Use knowledgeable retired persons in pre-retirement coun-
seling and planning programs in the public and private sectors.

Abandon existing private and public personnel policies that
discriminate against older Americans.

Give strong consideration to minority appointments to future
White House Conference on aging.

Improve health concerns through research and more care
Idaho believes health problems of the elderly can be improved

through research and by providing more care. For example:
Amend nursing home laws and regulations to provide more

balanced care to treat the whole person and provide medical,
emotional, and support services to meet their individual needs.

Support research into the needs and attitudes specific to the
elderly living in rural areas.

Support continued basic research on the bio-medical areas of
Cellulor Biology and Neuro-Chemistry.

IMPROVEMENTS TO RR ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Twenty-nine percent of Idaho's recommendations suggest improv-
ing all dimensions for issues impac ing on the elderly through the
Federal government, a recommendation also made nationally (30
percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Recomrrendabons

Sam of improvemen1 Moo

Nob, Percent

Nation

Numb Penal

Federal Government 9 29 1,215 30

State and local governr ent 8 26 439 11

federal and State gap rnment 4 13 666 16

Nongovernment 2 6 1,108 28

Combinations of the above 8 26 600 15

total 31 100 4.028 100
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Of interest is the following table which shows that Idaho speci-
fies that improvements relating to health and social issues should
be the responsibility of state and local governments and other com-
binations while economic improvements should be the Federal gov-
ernment's responsibility.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Same of mormement

Recommendatmos by *memo

Health Economic Social

Numbet Patent Nude Percent Number Petal

Federal Government 0 0 9 41 0 0
State and local government 2 40 3 16 3 43
Federal and State government 1 20 3 16 0 0
Nongovonment 0 0 1 5 1 14
Other 2 40 3 16 3 43

Total 5 100 19 100 1 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
LEGISLATION

Idaho recommends that assistance needed by the elderly to re-
solve their health, economic, and social problems can be provided
by existing organizations with legislation second (29 and 26 per-
cent, respectively).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provo* Idaho

Number

Reammernataris

Mon

Pewit Number PlatItt

legislator .. 8 26 577 14
OrgamlatEms 9 29 1,651 41
Budget 2 6 767 19
Monitor 3 10 218 5
Research and development 5 16 297 8
Regulator 3 10 ?13 5
Combrnations of the stove . . 1 3 305 d

Total 31 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-nine percent of Idaho's recommendations suggest more
people and money as the primary resources needed by providers to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly
as opposed to 17 percent nationwide.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

klaim

Numb! Percent

Wm

Number Pent

15 49 690 11

1 3 313 8

6 19 1,449 36

5 16 1,188 29

0 0 120 3

4 13 268 1

31 100 4,028 100
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ILLINOIS STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF ILLINOIS' ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

We compared Illinois' recommendations with those of the Nationand found Illinois' issues regarding the elderly parallel the Na-tion's. The following table shows economic issues to be the primaryconcern of the elderly in Illinois (73 percent) and throughout theNation (51 percent), followed by social issues and lastly by healthissues.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DD iSION

INnois No*Dunernewn

Rumba Percent Nufbre Percent

Health
2 4 639 16Economic

32 73 2.043 51Social..
10 23 1,346 33

Total 44 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintainingincome

According to the Nation's recommendations, the elderly's eco-nomic condition could be improved by reducing costs. Illinois, how-ever, recommends that economic problems can best be resolved by
increasing and/or maintaining the income of the elderly, as shownin the following table. Forty-four percent of Illinois' recommenda-
tions suggest increasing and/or maintaining income through non-employment programs, like social security. Illinois believes thisshould be the primary method of relieving the financial burden onthe elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ILLINOIS

Method of reining 'mental burden

Costs

"areas

Number

Recornmendabons . _
Nabors

Percent Number Percest

Reduce service costs r 25 764 37Taxes 0 0 113 6Reduce durable costs 4 13 209 10Reduce nondurable costs 2 6 106 5Increase/ maintain Income

1 mploymint 4 12 295 15Nonemolorden1 14 44 492 24
(611
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METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ILUNOISContinued

Reixerrendotke

*that of MIMI Marva' tuition Mos Mom

Manta Paond Note Plant

Combnations of the above

Total ..

64 3

32 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how the elderly's economic plight
could be improved through non-employment programs include:

Social Security benefits should be protected, using general
tax revenues to finance the system if necessary.

The Social Security System should be carefully examined
and improved. It should be returned to its basic purpose and
thereby reinstill the public's confidence in the system and its
solvency.

Social programs and Social Security should receive greater
priority irk Congressional expenditures.

The earnings test in Social Security should be eliminated.

Social concerns stress better knowledge about the reality of growing
old

Most of Illinois' social recommendations stress the need for
better knowledge about physical, social, and medical reality of
growing old. In addition, the recommendations suggest the personal
initiative of the elderly should receive more reinforcement from
national policies. Specific recommendations include:

Funding should be increased for high-quality basic, applied,
and policy research within the field of aging, including support
for biomedical, psycho-social, economic, and humanistic aspects
of aging, and the linkages among them.

Support should be particularly targeted on research which
analyzes alternative ways of educating and communicating the
basic core of knowledge about the aging process to those who
work in the field and to the general public, especially the
elderly.

Research should be on the conditions under which people
retire between the ages of 55 and 70, and their situation after
retirementparticularly in terms of nature of employment,
economic status, and health.

National policy should encourage the personal initiative and
involvement of older Americans in a broad range of communi-
ty activities, particularly programs of self-help and volunteer
service, especially those that enable sharing of skills and expe-
rience of age with other generations.

National policy should insure opportunities for education,
work, and leisure across the full lifespan in such proportions
and at such times as to meet the needs of the individual as
well as the demands of society and to accommodate the need
for individual life styles by the elderly as well as the young.

6
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Illinois stresses comprehensive health care
Most of the Nation's recommendations on how to resolve the

health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. Illinois,
however, stresses comprehensive health care including health care
support services. Illinois' health recommendations include:

Congress should adopt a national health service.
Local health care networks should be developed and funded

which includes adequate transportation to and from health
services; and programs for health maintenance and disease
prevention.

A comprehensive information and referral service should be
established to enable individuals to obtain knowledge and help
in receiving needed health care services.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES

Thirty-nine percent of Illinois' recommendations suggest improv-
ing issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of
sources, as opposed to 15 percent by the Nation, as shown in the
following table.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Reconmendattes

Source of 'movement Minces

Number Percent

Nabon

Number Percent

Federal Government 16 36 1,215 30
Federal and State government 7 16 666 16
Nongovernment 1 2 1,108 28
State and tocal government 3 7 439 11
Combinations of the above 11 39 600 15

total 44 100 4.028 100

As shown in the following taT31e, Illinois specifies that improve-
ments relating to health and social issues should be the responsibil-
ity of a combination of sources while economic improvements for
the elderly should be the Federal government's responsibility.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

cource nt improvement

Renenmrdations by them

Neatth Ecceormc Swat

Num-

ber
Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 0 0 12 38 4 40
State and local government 0 0 1 9 0 0
Federal and State government 0 0 1 22 0 0
Nongovernment 0 0 1 3 0 0
Other combinations 7 100 9 28 6 60

Total 7 100 12 100 10 100
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ANSISTANK TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS

Illinois believes more funds through budget considerations can
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder-
ly (39 percent of their recommendations). The Nation, on the other
hand, believes existing organizations can best resolve the issues af-
fecting the elderly (41 percent of the recommendations), as the fol-
lowing table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Pw* lama

Number

Recconmenctotorts

Nabors

Paull Plunks Percent

Leg4lator 11 25 511 14

Organizations 3 6 1,651 41

Budget 11 39 161 19

Monitor 0 0 218 5

Research and development 2 5 291 8

Regulator 2 5 213 5

Combmatiorm of the t ove 9 20 305 8

Total 44 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Illinois believes through increased funding (money) the health,
economic, and social conditions can be improved by providers (43
percent of their recommendations), as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources

mhos

Noble Percent

Nation

Number Percent

People . 0 0 313 8

ft rey 19 43 1,449 36

Material 0 0 120 3

Process 11 39 1,188 i.
People anu money 4 9 690 11

Combinations of the above 4 9 268 1

Total 44 100 4,028 100



INDIANA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980'8

INDIANA'14 ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S CONc'ERNS

A comparison of Indiana's issues regarding the elderly with those
of the Nation showed them to be similar. For example, the elderly
i a Indiana and the Nation are primarily concerned with economic
issues (52 and 51 percent, respectively) with soci^1 issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Indiana latb:oOmens=

Nolte hoot Note Penni

Health 12 20 639 16
Economic 31 52 2,043 51
Saadi

17 28 1,346
--------- 33

total 60 100 4,028 100

Improve emit, lc condition through nonemployment programs
Indiana helieves the economic plight of the elderly could be im-

proved by increasing and/or maintaining income through non/em-
ployment programs (like increase in Social Security benefits). As
the following table shows, 39 percent of Indiana's recommendations
suggest non-employment programs to relieve the financial burden
on the elderly.

Mr THOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDIRLY IN INDIANA

Metro rpneving financial burden

Cats

Indiana

Number

Recommandabora

Nation

Percent Number Percent

Reduce service ck .t4 9 29 164 31hies
1 3 113 6

Reduce 1.:table rinls 0 0 209 10
Reduce nondurat rusts 0 0 106 5

Increase/maintain mop

Employment , 9 29 295 15
Nartemptoyment 12 39 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 1 64 3
. _

fatal
31 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how the elderly's economic plight
can be improved through non-employment programs include:

1651
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The Social Security system should be subjected to re-es alua-
tion; no system revision should reduce or tax benefits to the el-
derly.

Food stamp pr,grams should be monitored more closely.
Lifetime investments by older Americans should be protect-

ed by a federally established insurance program similar to
bond deposit guarantee under FDIC.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs

The issues surrounding the social aspects of Indiana's elderly
focus on a combination of programs (53 percent of the social recom-
mendations). For example, Indiana recommends:

All religious bodies should be encouraged to provide leader-
ship in raising consciousness of the spiritual well-being of older
Americans.

The Congress should pass the Victims of Crime Act to subsi-
dize states which operate programs to compensate victims of
crime.

Education, research, and continuing education opportunities
should be supported by appropriate funding allocations for the
benefit of the aging and aged.

Improve health concerns by providing more services
Indiana believes health problems of the elderly can best be im-

proved by providing more services as shown by the following rec-
ommendations:

The government should provide vocational training for un-
employed persons to function as home health care aids.

The government should establish Well Elderly Clinics.
Additional federal funding should be allocated to expand the

total nutrition programs

IMPROVEMENTS TO RE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Indiana, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Fifty-three percent of Indiana's recommendations and
30 percent of the Nation's show the Federal government as the pri-
mary source for improvement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH. ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Reccomendatons

(kora, of improvement Inthrsa

Number Portent

Nation

Number MOM

Federal Govenrment 32 53 1,215 30

State and local government 0 0 439 11

Federal and State government 6 10 666 16

Non government 12 1,108 28

Other I ombinallom 15 25 600 15

Tow 60 100 4,208 100
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A breakout. of each dimension in the following table shows that
Indiana believes the Federal government should be the primary
source for improving the economic and sociai issues of the elderly
(71 and 35 percent, respectively) while a combination of Federal
government and nongovernment sources should help the elderly
resolve their health problems (33 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF [HE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendeions W Onnenston

SWIM of unixwentent Health Ecotone Social

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

federal Government 4 33 72 11 6 35
State and kcal government 0 0 0 0 0 0
Federal and State government 1 9 2 6 3 18
Nongovemment 4 33 0 0 3 18

Other combinations 3 25 1 23 5 29

Total 1? 100 31 100 17 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS

Indiana believes that a combination of providers can resolve
most health, econo+ lie, and social issues affecting th" elderly (33
percent of their recommendations). However, the Nation believes
existing organizations can best resolve issues affecting the elderly
(41 percent).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Ptovviet Indiana

Number

Recommendations

Nation

Percent Number Percent

legislator 16 21 511 14

Organizations 8 13 1,651 41
Budget 9 15 761 19

Monitor 6 10 218 5

Research Ind development 0 0 291 8
Resit.

1 2 213 5
Cembinations of the above 20 33 30!1 8

rnf,11 60 100 4,028 100

RES0CRCES NI.:EDED To IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOLI %I,
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Indiana believes changing current processes as the resource most
likely to he affected in improving the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly (52 percent of their recommendations).

71



68

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources

Indigo

Number Percent

Place

Rueter Percent

People 0 0 313 8

Money 13 22 1,449 36

Material 0 0 120 3

NOSS 31 52 1,188 29

Per* and money 4 6 690 17

Combinations of the above 12 20 268 7

Total 60 100 4,028 100



IOWA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

IOWA'S FLOERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S

By comparing the elderly recommendations made by Iowa with
those of the Nation, we fi,und that Iowa's issues regarding the el-
derly were similar to those of the Nation as a whole.

The following table shows that both Iowa and the Nation believe
the primary concerns of older people are economic issues. Thirty-
nine percent of Iowa's recommendations and 51 percent of the Na-
tion's recommendations are economic. The second concern of the el-
derly in Iowa, as well as nationally, deals with social issues, fol-
lowed by concerns regarding health issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Iowa Nabon
Dimension

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 16 25 639 16
fLonornit 25 39 2,043 51
Social 23 36 1,346 33

Total 64 100 4.028 100

Economic condition ran be improved through non-employment pro-
grams

Iowa believes the economic plight of the elderly could be im-
proved by increasing/maintaining income through non-employment
programs I like i Tease in Social Security benefits). As the table
shows, 44 perct'ut of Iowa's recommendations suggest increasing/
maintaining income through non-employment programs.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON IOWA'S ELDERLY

Recommendations

Siennr! 'n4nc.J1 burden Iowa

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Natlul e ,ot%o o 6 24 164 31
se, 1 4 113 6

RP'lli(P .11)(11110 11);',

roll:1011Np

f.0,1 ,p fq,1101,1,1' 1111011'

opollgle lit Ol

0

1

6

0

4

24

109

106

195

10

5

15
Noier, wifiryor 11 44 491 24

I iirr.ip,ir ow Irmo 0 0 64 3

1011 1,04'4 100

(0;
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Most of Iowa's recommendations for improving the elderly's eco-
nomic situation concerned the Social Security System. For exam-
ple:

Workers have the option to retire with full benefits at age
ti:).

Deficits incurred by the Social Security Administration be
compensated from the general revenue funds.

A ceiling be placed on the top amount of Social Security pay-
ments.

Health concerns can be improved through training for professionals
and better institutionalized health -ftre

Most of Iowa's recommendations concerning how to resolve the
health problems of the elderly focus on issues concerning the insti-
tutionalized elderly and training of health care professionals. For
example:

Increase the amount of Federal funds available for expan-
sion to the full spectrum of institutional health care services.

Abolish the 3-day mandatory hospitalization requirement
prior to admission to a skilled facility.

States establish minimum requirements and funding for the
education and training in gerontology of paraprofessionals
serving the elderly, and require course work in gerontology in
the continuing education of professionals and paraprofession-
als.

Social concerns stress coordination of services to the elderly and
elimination of age discrimination

Iowa's social recommendations, like the Nation's social recom-
mendations are concerned with improving services to the elderly
through better program coordination. In addition, many of Iowa's
social recommendations are concerned with dispelling the negative
conception of aging and eliminating age discrimination. For exam-
ple:

Establish a structure to provide services to the elderly and
foster cooperative and coordinated planning at the federal,
state, and local levels.

Seek greater consistency among federal programs and agen-
cies in ate use of definitions, regulations, eligibility require-
ments, and reporting.

Monitor the Age Discrimination Act with federal govern-
ment development of affirmative action plans.
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RESPONSIMLITY FOR IMPROVEMENTS RESTS WITH THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

Forty-seven percent of Iowa's recommendations suggest im-
proving issues impacting on the elderly through the Federal
government. Iowa also believes the next source of improvement
is non-government sources (23 percent). as shown in the below
ta. '1. These statistics agree with the overall statistics for the
Nation.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Reurnmeldations

Soume ul ,morp,rment Iowa

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Federal government 30 47 1,215 30
Nongoverment 15 23 1.108 28
federal and State government 9 14 666 16
Stale and local government 3 5 439 11
Cortmatiors of the above 1 11 600 15

Total 64 100 4.028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATI1NS

Iowa's recommendations suggest that existing organizations can
provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health,
economic, and social problems (36 percent of their recommenda-
tions). This belief' is shared nationwide, (41 percent) as shown in
the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Pqmder Iowa

Number

Recommendations

Nation

Percent Number Percent

legislator 9 14 571 14
Organizations 23 36 1,651 41
Budget 14 22 161 11

Monitor 6 9 218 5
Research and development 10 16 291 8
Regulator 2 3 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

total 64 100 4.022 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-four percent of Iowa's recommend; tions suggest process
changes as the primary resource necessary fol. providers to improve
the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, unlike
the Nation which specifies increased funding (money) as the pri-
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mary reaourre, I lowever, Iowa's second choice of resources is in-
creased funding.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Reiourm
mwa

Number Percent

Nahon

Number

of -
Petted

People 6 9 313 8

Money 23 36 1,449 36

Process 28 44 1,188 29

Material 1 2 120 3

People and money 6 9 690 17

Cantmations of the above 0 0 268 7

Total 64 100 4,028 100



KANSAS STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

KANSAS' ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE NATIONWIDE

We found Kansas' issues regarding the elderly to be similar to
those throughout the Nation. The following table shows economic
issues to be the primary concern of the elderly both in Kansas and
the Nation 160 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
second (27 and 33 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Nansas Krtion
Dimension

Number Percent Number
_

Percent

Ilealth 10 13 639 16

1 room 93 60 2,043 51

e.;ociAl 43 21 1,346 33

fowl 156 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Kansas and the Nation suggest reducing costs as the best method

of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A further anal-
ysis of the economic dimension shows that 33 percent of Kansas'
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the principal
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a recom-
mendation also made nationwide 137 percent) as shown in the fol-
lowing table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINAKIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN KANSAS

yow ar rohnrric financial bur*

RP(iUlP Pflce cir,t,
1,1rec,

reduce dui itme coq.;

qi.iiiii.it ,Iiindlii.ible I ink
In( te i'.1, q1,1,011111 ,nronip

f mploymonl

Sonerriourrwro

Lomhnulinris ril rho ,thor.

Recommendations

Kans.rs

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

31 33 164 31

4 4 113 6

IR 20 109 10

6 I 106 5

I i 16 195 15

18 19 49? 74

I 1 64 3

100 1.643 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

17:ir
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t'olleges and universities should be required to offer reduced
tuition to the elderly enrolling in college courhes for credit or
continuing education.

Rural transportation should be established as a national pri-
ority with adequate funding to meet the needs of the rural el-
derly population.

Fundirg should be available through federal sources to pro-
vide for those outreach and support services that promote rood
mental health.

The range of services eligible for Medicare/Medicaid reim-
bursement should be expanded to include various forms of
community based health care, preventive health care, and ex-
cluded items such as eye glasses, hearing aids, etc.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs
Kansas believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs as shoan by the
following recommendations:

As an advocate for aging persons, the Administration on
Aging should promote a positive image of aging and provide
opportunites for knowledgeable, effective older persons to
interact with younger people.

The Aging Network needs to educate, inform, and advocate
for the elderly in matters relating to the media to assure accu-
rate information and depiction of the elderly.

The Federal government should provide funding and direc-
tion to enable appropriate research effort regarding minority
culture, spiritual well-being, religious base, and ethical convic-
tions, and the implications of these for policy development.

Improve health concerns through research and education.
Kansas believes health problems of the elderly can be improved

through research and education. For example, Kansas recom-
mends:

The National Cancer institute be directed to create programs
of clinical research specifically directed to the elderly.

Research should be directed to focus on reducing or eliminat-
ing pathological, physical, and social conditions that lead to
premature aging and dependency.

Research should place emphasis on all national institutes to
include geriatric and gerontological research.

In-service and continuing education programs should be re-
quired to include geriatric or gerontological components for
those professionals who provide service to older adults.

EfThctive educational courses on death and dying should be
developed as a joint project by the Administration on Aging
and the Department of Education to provide a quality program
to schools and the aging network.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO HE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Thirty-five percent of Kansas' recommendations suggest inoprov-'ng the health, economic, and social issues impacting on the elderly
primarily through the Federal government, a recommendation also
made nationally 130 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH. ECONOMIC, AND SJCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Source nt oNtuvoment Lamas

Number Percent

Nation

Number Petrol

'der al Government
55 35 1,215 30

State and local government 35 13 439 11
federal and State government 39 25 666 16
Nongovernment

16 10 1,108 28
Combinations of the above

11 / 600 15

Total
156 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Konsas helieves that existing organizations can provide the as-
sistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic,
and social problems 139 percent of their recommendations). Thisheliti is shared by the Nation 1,l1 percent) as the following table
shows,

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

rout"p In .rnprnipmeql kanst,

Number

Recommendations

Nihon

Percent Number Percent

t pulator
35 23 57/ 14

'WgInitatiore. 61 39 1,651 41
Budge' 16 11 767 19
Monitor 24 15 218 5
Rnearr . and development 8 5 191 8
Regular r

111 6 213 5
I ,,intun,ition,, of the above

? 1 305 8

,1,11
156 100 4,028 100

REsottRcES NEEDED To IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Kansas believes m ee people
and morn v (35 percent) to be the resources needed by providers to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

taws

Number Not
NJhOn

PHI rid

PI vie 3 2 313 8

'3,11,4 49 31 1.449 36

Pore» 75 16 1 188 29

Alaterul 10 i I/O 3

People Oil money 1) 35 691) 17

Combination, of the bow 14 9 /118 7

101J1 156 100 4.028 100



KENTUCKY STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF KENTUCKY'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Kentucky's recommendations suggest social issues (43 percent) to
be the primary concern of their elderly with economic issues
second (39 percent). However, the Nation's recommendations focus
on the economic dimension (51 percent) as the principal concern of
the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

DITIen1013
lientay

Nobly Potent

Nat=

PatentN41161

Health 11 18 639 16

Economic 31 39 2,043 51
Social 41 43 1,346 33

Total 95 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition b.1 increasing and/or maintaining
income

The Nation recommends that the elderly's economic condition be
improved by reducing costs. Kentucky, on the other hand, believes
their elderly's economic problems can best be resolved by increas-
ing and/or maintaining income through non-employment pro-
grams, like social security (38 percent of the economic recommen-
dations).

METI IOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN KENTUCKY

Method of reefing Imancial Widen Kentucky

Numbs

Recommendations

Mahon

Percent Number Percent

Increase, maintain income

Employment 6 16 295 15
Nonemployment 14 3R 492 14

Reduce costs

Taxes 8 12 113 6
Reduce durable costs 1 3 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 2 5 106 5

Reduce service costs 6 16 164 31
Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

total 31 100 2,043 100

(771
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly's financial burden
could be relieved through non-employment programs include:

The Congress should search Social Security regulations to
identify and correct inequalities in Social Security based on sex
and marital status.

Social services, Medicaid, and Medicare should be paid out of
the general fund instead of social security.

Increase Supplemental Security Income to at least the na-
tional poverty level to make up for past discriminations in em-
ployment to minotities, women, and middle-aged widows and
divorcees.

Improve social concerns by combining programs
Kentucky believes the social concerns of their elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown in the
following recommendations:

Educate society and the elderly for a better understanding of
the abilities and skills of elderly persons. Emphasize the ad-
vantages of using their knowledge, experience, and wisdom.

The Federal government should give additional authority to
an elected representative advisory council to coordinate and
monitor spending and service-delivery as they affect,, the elder-
ly.

The government should seek ways to provide incentives to
encourage private enterprise to provide financial, health, and
leisure pursuit planning.

Seek greater input from older persons about programs in-
volving themselves.

Provide financial support for business ventures for older per-
sons.

Improve health concerns by combining programs
Thirty-five percent of Kentucky's recommendations suggest im-

proving the health problems of their elderly through a combination
of programs. For example, Kentucky recommends:

Pharmacists, drug sales representatives, physicians, and
health care extenders need continuing education on pharma-
cology as related to the aging process.

Legislation should be enacted that will establish a compre-
hensive national health care plan which includes long-term
care.

The 1981 White House Conference on Aging should encour-
age senior citizens to monitor, advocate, and be leaders in pro-
viding for the care needs of the elderly.

!WW1 EMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMFNT AND
A COMBINATION OF FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS

Kentucky recommends the Federal government and a combina-
tion of Federal and state governments as the primary source of im-
provement on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly, as
shown by the following table:
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendatioes

Source of improvement dentucki Nation

Number Percent Number Pment

Federal Government 26 27 1.215 30
State and local government 5 6 439 11
Federal and State government 26 27 666 16
Nongover nmen I 18 19 1,108 28
Other combinations 20 21 600 15

iota; 95 100 4,02? 100

A further analysis of each dimension shows Kentucky believes
non-government sources should help the elderly resolve their
health problems (41 percent), the Federal government should be
the primary source for improving the elderly's economic plight (54
percent), while Federal and State governments should bear the re-
sponsibility for solving social issues (39 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

',IOne or improvement

Recommendation by dimension

With Economic Sotul

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 3 18 20 54 3 7
State and local government 2 12 1 3 2 5
Federal and State government ? 12 8 22 16 39
Nongomnment 7 41 6 16 5 12
Other combinations 3 17 2 5 15 37

Ttital 11 100 37 100 41 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Kentucky's recommendations suggest that existing organizations
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their
health, economic, and social problems (61 percent of their recom-
mendations). This belief is shared nationwide, (41 percent) as
shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

PrmaIrr Kentucky

Number

Recommendatrons

Nation

Percent Nomtvt Percent

i episiMor 20 21 511 14
Or:Ion/Mom 58 61 1,651 41
Budget 6 7 '51 19
Monitor 4 4 218 5
Research and development 7 1 291 8
Regulator 2 7 213 5
Combinations of the above 3 3 305 8

Nat 100 4,028 100
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la.til Wit (104 NIO.:1)101 TO IMPROVE ME HEALTH{, ECJNOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CNPITIONS EIMER' I

Forty-five percent of Kentucky's recommendations suggest more
people and increased funding onovey) as the resource needed for
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS

go,

Whit fri

Number Praent

Nato.

Number Perttni

42 44 313 8
Marie 4 4 1.449 36

M.ilef 120 3
I't t. .; 2 2 1.188 29
Ppovie ind !thy Ti 41 1 690 1/

Cur it the jUvLi,

I

3

95 100

268

4,028

/

100



LOUISIANA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

LOUISIANA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

A comparison of Louisiana's issues regarding the elderly with
those of the Nation showed them to be similar. The following table
shows economic issues are the primary concern of the elderly in
Louisiana and the Nation (51 percent of their recommendations)
with social issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

to/num Nation
Derferrsco

Number recent Nutter Percent

Health 11 11 639 16
ECOMMIC 52 51 2.043 51
Social 39 38 1.346 -- 33

NMI ;02 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Louisiana agrees with the Nation's recommendation that the eco-

nomic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducing costs.
A further analysis of the economic dimension shows 29 percent of
Louisiana's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the
principal method of relieving the elderly's financial 'garden. This
recommendation was also made by the Nation (37 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN LOUISIANA

Method of miming financial burden

Gusts

LOU1341na

Number Percent

N6311

Number Percent

Redurn service costs 15 29 764 37
Taxes 7 13 113 6
Reduce durable costs 12 23 209 10
Reduce nondurahle costs 6 11 106 5

Increase/mown income

Employment 6 12 295 15
Nonemployment 6 11 492 24

Combinahom of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 52 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
elude

041)
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Increase Medicaid in-home care and make provision for in-
creased Title XX homemaker services to avoid institutionaliza-
tion.

Provide multi-year funding to ensure adequate and consist-
ent services, with escalation clauses to cover inflation.

Change state Medicaid plans to allow for payment of home-
maker/home health services, day care for adults, and respite
care.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs
Louis' ma believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-

proved ..y focusing on a combination of programs. For example,
Louisiana recommends:

Research shoud be done on social/economic needs prior to
eliminating programs.

Encourage the development of skills and talents.
Provide a communication network on available services.
Develop a comprehensive, coordinated service delivery

system with multi-purpose community centers.
Encourage Senior Centers to develop community resources.

Improve health concerns through training and research
Louisiana recommends improving the health problems of the el-

derly through training and research. For example:
Do more geriatric training and research, especially on medi-

cations for the elderly.
Research is needed on long-term care, elderly abuse, home

care, housing, mental/spiritual health, and their inter-relation-
ships, in order to determine optimum means of service provi-
sion and ( are for the elderly.

Research that has been done or is now in process should be
coordinated and use made of cross-national data in solving the
problems of the elderly.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH PEDEAL AND STATE AND
NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Louisiana's recommendations suggest Federal and state govern-
ments and non-government sources to be equally important in im-
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Soon d etrotemen

Plumber Ansi

Nike

Rani

Weal fouvnen1 . 11 11 1,215 30
SW! Rd kcal gamma 10 10 439 11

Weal and Slate gammen! 28 21 666 16
Nonfooennient r .. 18 21 1.103 28
Otte mob:141ms . 19 19 600 15

Total 102 100 1.028 100
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A breakout of each dimension shows that Louisiana believes a
combination of Federal and Federal and state governmen., sources
should help resolve the elderly's health problems (27 percent), Fed-
eral and state governments should be the primary source for im-
proving economic issues (42 percent) while non-government sources
should be responsible for solving social problems (44 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Sum of improvement

Recommerditarn by drawn

NealTh fo:oanic Social

Munger kcal Number Percent Number Petal

Federal government 3 21 14 21 0 0
State and local government 1 10 2 4 1 18
Federal and state government 3 21 22 42 3 1

Non-government 2 18 9 11 11 4A
Other combinations 2 18 5 10 12 31

Total 11 100 52 100 39 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
A COMBINATION OF PEOVIDERS

Louisiana believes existing organizations and a combination of
providers can furnish the help needed to resolve most health, eco-
nomic, and social issues affecting the elderly as the following table
shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider Imams

Number

Recteonermabons

sercernt

Nation

Nob!, penal

Legislator 21 21 517 14
Organizatior., 32 31 1,651 41

Budget 3 3 161 19
Monitor 4 218 5
Research and development 8 8 291 8
Regulator 2 2 213 5
Combinations of the above 32 31 305 8

Total .... 102 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Louisiana and the Nation believe increased funding (money) to
he the resource most likely to be affected in improving the health,
economic, and social conditions of the elderly and 86 percent,
respectively) as shown in ale following table.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources

loumans

Mirror percont

Nation

Numbs percent

People I/ 11 313 8

Money 39 38 1,449 36

Process 9 9 1,188 29

Ma tonal 4 4 120 3

People and money 24 23 690 1/
Combinations of the above 9 9 268 1

Total 102 100 4,028 100
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MAINE STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980'S

MAINE'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE NATIONWIDE

Maine's issues concerning the elderly are similar to those nation.
wide, As shown in the following table, both Maine and the Nation
believe economic issues (56 and 51 percent, respectively) to be the
primary concern of the elderly with social concerns second (41 and
33 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Mai Nation
Unman

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 2 3 639 16

Tarnow 40 56 2,043 51

Social 29 41 1,346 33

total 71 100 4,028 100

Improve economic conditions by reducing costs
Sixty percent of Maine's economic recommendations suggest im-

proving the economic condition of the elderly by reducing costs, a
recommendation also made nationwide (58 percent). A further
analysis of the economic dimension shows that Maine's recommen-
dations propose relieving the financial burden on the elderly by re-
ducing the cost of durables and services.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MAINE

Monied of telipring financial bioryen itatnis Nation

f,o,,t;

Number Percent Number Percent

Wore service costs / 18 164 31

los
Reduce durable costs

5

8

12

20
60

113

209

6

10
58

Reduce nondurable costs 4 10 106 5

Int tea w maintain income

f rrouvrrint 2 5 295 15

Noriemptoyment 14 35 492 24

Combinationi, of the atm/ 0 0 64 3

Total 40 100 2.043 100

Specific recommendations on how durable costs can be reduced
include:
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A shared homes program be developed and implemented by
the State of Maim' and, if necessary, funding for such a pro-
gram shall come from reallocation of existing housing re-
Sources.

The legislature appropriate seed money to be adminisiered
by a citizen's group appointed by the Governor and made up
primarily of the elderly to encourage, fund, and evaluate a va-
riety of informal commu. ity based innovative and creative res-
idential solutions to houb.ng problems for the elderly.

Place a limit on unreasonable profit in rents; eliminate secu-
rity deposits for the elderly.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities/alterna-
tives

Maine's recommendations focus on providing opportunities and
alternatives to improve social concerns of the elderly. For example:

The 1980 Blaine House Conference on Aging supports the
intent of the proposed legiblation submitted by the Bureau of
Insurance to establish minimum standards for Medicare sup-
plement insurance policies.

The roles and responsibilities of the Bureau of Maine's El-
derly be strengthened in long-term care service development.

The Bureau of Maine's Elderly and the Maine State Housing
authority conduct a study and make a report by October 1981
or sooner to the older citizens of Maisie concerning the options
regarding Home Equity Utilization.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS

Seventy-five percent of Maine's recommendations suggest im-
proving the health, economic, and social issues impacting on the el-
derly through state and local governments, as opposed to 11 per-
cent nationwide. Federal government sources are considered second
by Maine.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Reoommendaboas

Source of improvement Mame

Nolte, Percent

Natpn

Number Percent

Federal Government 13 18 1,215 30

State and local government 53 /5 439 11

Federal Ind State government 3 4 666 16

Nongover nment 2 3 1,108 28

Combinations of the above 0 0 600 15

total 11 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Maine believes that existing organizations can provide the assist-
ance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, and
gociiil problems (34 percent of their recommendations). Forty-one

o
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percent of the Nation's recommendations also suggest organiza-
tions as the principle provider.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Proven Mann

Number

Rectinvnenditora

Pillion

Number Percent

legislator 22 31 577 14
Organnabons 24 34 1,651 11

Budget .... ... . 10 28 167 19
Monitor 1 1 218 5
Research and development.. 4 6 291 8
Regulator.. . 0 0 213 5
Combinations of the above . 0 0 305 8

Total /1 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-one percent of Maine's recommendations suggest increased
funding (money) as the primary resource necessary for providers to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly,
a view shared nationwide (36 percent), as shown in the following
table.

Recommendations

Rennes
MAW

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

People 0 0 313 8
Moray 43 61 1,449 36
Process .. . 13 32 1,188 29
Material... 3 4 120 3
People and limey._ .. 0 0 690 11
Combinations of the stove. 1 3 268 7

Total. 71 100 4,028 100
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MARYLAND STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

MARYLAND'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

Maryland's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those
throughout the Nation. The following table shows both Maryland
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern
of the elderly (55 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Maryland Nation
Dimension

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 26 22 639 16

I connmit 65 55 2.043 51

iscial 21 13 1.346 33

total 118 100 4,028 100

Improved economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
income'

Nationally, the elderly's economic condition could be improved
by reducing costs. However, Maryland recommends that economic
problems can best be resolved by increasing and/or maintaining
the income of the elderly as shown in the following table. A further
analysis of the economic dimension, as shown in the following
table, shows that 46 percent of Maryland's recommendations sug-
gest increasing and/or maintaining income through non-employ-
ment programs, like social security. Maryland believes this should
be the primary method of relieving the financial burden on the el-
derly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MARYLAND

thfooxf of ,eopinfl fininr.f41 trot*

IIII re,14. leaintain r0I1111,

Maryland

Number

Recommendations

Nation

Perm' Number
. .

Percent

fmulnymenl 9 14 195 15

Nonerunloymenl 30 46 49? 2i
Cncts

Lim 2 3 113 6

Reduce durable cosh. 6 9 209 10

Redo( e nondurable I Ill% 3 S 106 5

Re(IIII I' ;Pre re cil',U; 15 23 164 31

CoMbinalion', of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 65 100 2,043 100
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly's economic plight
could bt. improved through non-employment programs include:

Raise eligibility proportionately when Social Security is
raised.

Increase the amount a beneficiary can earn without affect-
ing Social Security benefits.

Change the special maximum Social Security retirement
benefit by increasing the maximum credited years from 30 to
35, thereby increasing benefits.

Maintain the Food Stamp program.
Standardize income eligibility requirements for all benefit

programs for the elderly.
Support maintenance and extension of cost-of-living adjust-

ment in pensions.

Social concerns (yin be improved through education
Maryland's recommendations focus on education programs to im-

prove social concerns of the elderly. For example:
Provide nutrition education to both consumers and providers

including information about the reaction of medicine, alcohol,
drugs and nutrition.

Provide Federal funds to support education of the public
through the media to change stereotypes of old age.

Continue training and education on the images of aging to
the general public.

Strengthen senior centers as designated community focal
points to support a coordinated effort between service provid-
ers, centers, and clubs.

Improve health concerns through research and education
Maryland believes health problems of the elderly can be im-

proved through research, education, and by providing more help.
For example:

Conduct research into the theoretical process of aging and
develop better measures of aging then chronological age to
assess physiologic, psychologic, and functional status.

Research the acceptance and rejection of aging by individ-
uals and the impact of these attitudes on mental health well-
bei ng.

Provide health education and consumer awareness in the
area:: of normal and pathological aging processes.

Address the physical rehabilitation policy for the infirm and
disabled elderly.
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Encourage Maryland community hospitals to provide facili-
ties for holding and observing elderly persons who are acutely
mentally ill.

Expand community support services especially family sup-
port, day care, respite care, and in-home care services.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Maryland believes the primary source of improvement for issues
impacting on the elderly on all dimensions is the Federal govern-
ment (33 percent of their recommendations), a belief shared by the
Nation (30 percent). Non-government sources were considered to be
second, as shown in the following table.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Some of Improvement Maryland

Number Percent

Nobon

Number Percon

Federal Gmernment 39 33 1,215 30
Tiongovenmen t 29 25 1.108 28
Federal and State government 14 12 666 16
State and local government 20 17 439 11

Combinations of the above 16 13 600 15

Total 118 100 4,028 100

By dimension, however, a difference exists by source in Mary-
land. Maryland specifies that improvements relating to health and
social issues should be the responsibility of non-government sources
while economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal
government's responsibility, as shown in the following table.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING 1a;.- CUNDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Sewn of oProvernent

Recenmendatons by (IMMO

Nati% Emu Scull

Number Paced Number Percent Numbr Pertelt

Plana! Government 2 8 32 49 5 19
State and Meal government 1 4 13 20 6 22
Federal and State government 4 15 9 14 1 4
Nongovernment 16 62 4 6 9 33
Other 3 11 1 11 6 22

Total 26 100 65 100 27 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXISTING
ORGAN IZATIONS

Maryland's recommendations suggest that existing organizations
can resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the
elderly (34 percent of their recommendations). As shown in the fol-
lowing table, this suggestion was also recommended by the Nation
(41 percent).

9.1
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Ronk Marytind

Reamer.Idions

list*

Worm PeruseNader hoot

Legislator 29 25 577 14

Otganuaticas 40 34 1,651 41

Budget 9 8 161 19

Monitor . .. 11 9 218 5
Research and dewkornent. 11 9 291 8

...

Regulator .. ... .. ..... .... 18 15 213 5
Combtnabotts the gee 0 . 0 305 8

total 118 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES 1.1REDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Maryland believes more
people and increased funding (money) as the resources most needed
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder-
ly, as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Mortised

Number Pelted

No*

Rumba Pelted

Pecple 0 0 313

MAY 29 25 1,449 36
Material, 13 11 120 3
Process

. 23 19 1,188 29
People and M011ey 42 36 690 11

Combinations of the atom 11 9 268 1

total 118 100 4,028 100

it. tIt14 4
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MASSACHUSETTS STATE ISSUES ON AGING IN THE 1980's

COMPARISON OP MASSACHUSETTS' ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THE
NATION

Contrary to the views throughout the Nation, Massachusetts be-
lieves the elderly are principally concerned with social issues, with
economic issues being second. Forty-seven percent of their recom-
mendations focus on the social dimension as opix,sed to 33 percent
nationally.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

DIMMIVOn
Massachusetts Nation

Numbs Pinot Number Penal

Health 16 14 639 16

!count 46 39 2,043 51

kcal 56 41 1,346 33

total 118 100 4,028 100

Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly
Massachusetts recommends reducing costs as the method for im-

proving the economic condition of the elderly, a recommendation
sugg-sted by the Nation. Further analyzing the economic dimen-
sion, we found 41 percent of Massachusetts' recommendations pro-
pose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on the
elderly, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON MASSACHUSETTS' ELDERLY

atottoal of roloing Imam! burden

Costs

Recammendations

Massachusetts

Number Percent

Nation

Number Pecan

Reduce service costs 19 41 164 31
lases 2 1 113 6

Reduce durable costs 2 4 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 3 1 106 5

Increase/maintain income

Employment 3 6 295 15

Nonemploymenf 16 35 491 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 46 100 2,043 100

()2)

9 ()
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Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

Nutrition programs shall provide for the reimbursement of
transporting persons and home delivered meals.

The nutrition program shall be made available 7 day., a
week.

Publicly funded legal services for the elderly shall provide
legal advice and representation to individuals and groups by
attorneys and para-legals.

Extend the present Medicare system to include mental
health care, eyeglasses, foot care, home visits, more medica-
tions, hearing aids and other out of hospital expenses.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs
Massachusetts believes the social concerns of the elderly can be

improved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown by
the following recommendations:

Governmental agencies responsible for the administration
and enforcement of anti-age discrimination laws and regula-
tions shall enforce them in an active manner and shall provide
the necessary resources and support to handle those responsi-
hilit jPg effectively.

All public and private industry which plays a role in shaping
public opinions and attitudes shall establish industry wide
codes aimed at eliminating ageism.

Nutrition education shall be promoted through the mass
media and as an integral part of the nutrition program.

Publicly funded recreational facilities and equipment shall
be available to and accessible to persons 60 and over.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES

Thirty-four percent of Massachusetts' recommendations suggest
improving issues impacting on the elderly through a combination
of sources, as opposed to 15 percent by the Nation, as shown in the
following table.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLVS HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Source 01 imprownent Massachusetts

NIA 'or Percent

Nation

Number Percent

federal Government 32 21 1,215 30
Slate and local government 8 1 439 11

federal and State government 23 19 666 16
Nongovernment 15 13 1.108 28
Combinations of the above 40 34 600 15

lotal 118 100 4.028 1n0

As shown in the following table, Massachusetts specifies that im-
provements relat!ng to health and social issues should be the re-
sponsibility of a combination of sources while economic improve-
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ments for the elderly should be the Federal government's responsi-
bility.

SOUhCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Some of improvement

Recommenebtkos bi efunension

lie&M Eccemmic -------- --
Number Percent Neat Percent Number Percent

Federal Government .......... 5 31 23 50 4 7

State and local government . 0 0 0 0 8 14

Federal and State government 2 13 13 28 8 14

Nongovernrnent 1 6 5 11 9 11

°the; 8 A 5 11 27 48

Total .. 16 100 46 100 56 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORE FUNDS

Massachusetts' recommendations suggest that a combination of
providers, (31 percent) and existing organizations (23 percent) could
provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health,
economic, and social problems. The Nation recommends existing or-
ganzations (41 percent) as the pi inciple provider of help to the el-
derly.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider

Recommendatens

litassactimettl Nation
. .

Nunez Percent Number Percent

legislator 16 14 511 14

Orgamatrens 21 23 1,651 41

Budget . 21 18 767 19

Monitor 5 8 218 5

Research anti development 5 4 291 8

Regulators 3 2 213 5

Combinations of the above 37 31 305 8

total 118 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-one percent of Massachusetts' recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the necessary resource to enable the

kividers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent)
as shown in the following table.





MICHIGAN SPATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

MICHIGAN'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Michigan's elderly concerns with those of the
Nation and found them to be similar. As the table below shows,
most of Michigan's elderly concerns are economic (45 percent) com-
pared to 51 percent for the Nation with social concerns second (40
percent for Michigan and 33 percent nationwide).

Dimension

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Mena Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Health
23 15 639 16

Economic 66 45 2,043 51

Social
59 4C 1,346 33

Total 148 100 4,028 100

Economic condition improved by reducing service costs

Michigan and the Nation believe the economic plight of the el-
derly could be improved through reduced cervice costs. As the table
below shows, recommendations to reduce service costs totaled over
:31 percent for both Michigan and the Nation.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MICHIGAN

Reommendations

Method of relieving financial burden

Cosh

Michigan

Number Percent

Nat=

Number Percent

NM 0 0 113 6

Reduce durable costs 14 21 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 3 5 106 5

Reduce service costs 21 32 164 37

Increase Maintain Income

f mplovmen I 6 9 295 15

Nonemployment 20 30 492 24

Combinations of the above 1 3 64 3

Total 66 100 2,( 43 100

Most of Michigan's recommendations for improving the economic
condition of the elderly through reduced service costs are con-
cerned with caring for the elderly particularly their health care
needs. For example:
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Vision, hearing, and dental health education and care be
made available to the elderly.

The scope of coverage of Medicare be expanded to include
hone health services which are not predicated on skilled nurs-
ing criteria.

Adult day services be available for families or significant
others who care for dependent elderly.

Health concerns are similar to the Nation's
Most of the Nation's recommendations concerning how to resolve

the health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals
learn more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses.
Michigan also expresses many of these same concerns and ad-
dresses some specific health problems. For example:

Curricula for professionals in all health-related disciplines
should include requirements for training in the field of geron-
tology.

Funds should be made available to eeucate the staff of
human service agencies and facilities, health professionals and
elderly consumers, so that counseling and treatment services
are provided to meet the needs of the elderly with drug and
alcohol problems.

Funds should be made available for physical and mental
health education and promotion at the state and local level.

Social recommendations emphasize protecting the elderly
The Nation's social recommendations are concerned with improv-

ing services through better program coordination. Although some
of Michigan's social recommendations were also concerned with im-
proving services through better coordination, most of Michigan's
social recommendations emphasized protecting the elderly from
crime as well as from discrimination and other inequities of socie-
ty. For example:

Action at the national level be taken to maximize elderly in-
dependence in coping with crime, the threat of crime, and the
consequences of crime.

The older population and the national senior advocacy
groups be made aware of the reality of discrimination now ex-
isting in communication meaia.

F'ederal guidelines should protect the elderly during the
process of condominium conversion.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNIOVNT

Michigan's recommendations, like the Nation, suggest that the
source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly includ-
ing those in the health, economic, and social dimensions is the Fed-
eral government. Forty percent of Michigan's recommendations
and 30 percent of the Nation's recommendations suggest the Feder-
al government as 1 he primary source for improvement, as shown in
the following table.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

boxermentoborts

Sconce of irrovoverment Idntlan

Number

Nance

Nude PercentPercent

Federal Government . 59 40 1,215 30

State and Local government .. 12 8 439 11

Federal and State government 29 20 666 16

Ncegovernment 23 15 1,108 28

Combinations of the above 25 17 600 15

Total 148 100 4,0211 100

A breakout for each dimension for Michigan in the following
table shows that although Michigan believes the Federal govern-
ment should be the primary source for improving the economic
condition of the elderly, some of the responsibility for assisting the
elderly should be shared with the state government for health
problems. A combination of Federal government and noel- govern-
ment sources should help the elderly resolve their social problems.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of imgeceognent

ROXIMinfolike by tenernim

Health EttetatiC &COI

Number Patent Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Government . . 6 26 39 59 14 24

State and local government 3 13 1 2 8 13

Federal and State government 6 26 10 15 13 22

Nongovernment 5 22 8 12 10 11

3 13 8 12 14 24

Total 23 100 66 100 59 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS

Over 50 percent of Michigan's recommendations suggest that a
combination of providers could resolve the health, economic, and
social concerns of the elderly as opposed to 8 percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prancer Michigan

Number

Recommendations

Ratan

Percent Number Percent

legislator 25 11 511 14

Organizations 34 23 1,651 41

Budget 2 1 161 19

Monitor 5 3 218 5

Research and development 1 1 291 8

Regulator 5 3 213 5

Combinations of the above 16 52 305 8

total 148 100 4,028 100

.. _
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RESOURCES N EEDNI: TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Michigan believes increased funding (money) can best improve
the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly (45 per-
cent of their recommendations). This view was shared nationwide
(36 percent) as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Michigan

Percent

Nation
.

Hunter

. .

Percent

People 13 9 313 8
Money .1 ................... 6/ 45 1,449 36
Material 1 1 120 3
Process 5 3 1,188 29
People and money 38 26 690 17
Combinations of the above 24 16 268

_ 1
total 148 100 4,028 100

10.1



MINNESOTA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

MINNESOTA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S CONCERNS

By comparing the elderly recommendations made by Minnesota
with those of the Nation, we found that Minnesota's issues regard-
ing the elderly were similar to those of the Nations as a whole.

The following table shows that both Minnesota and the Nation
believe the primary concerns of the elderly are economic issues.
Forty-five percent or more of the total issues are ecomomic for both
Minnesota and the Nation. The second concern of the elderly in
Minnesota, as well as nationally, deals with social issues (34 percent
of the total issues are social for Minnesota; 33 percent for the
Nation) followed by concerns regarding health issues (21 percent of
the total issues are health for Minnesota; 16 percent for the
Nation).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Minnesota Nation
Dimension

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 26 21 639 16

Economic 55 45 2.043 51

Social 42 34 1,346 33

Total 123 100 4,028 100

Economic condition ran be improved through reduced service costs
Minnesota, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of

the elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Rec-
ommendations to reduce service costs total over 37 percent for both
Minnesota and the Nation, as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MINNESOTA

Recommeldat.ons

!-,14.1en

i ...0

Minnesota

Number t,rcent

Nation

Number Percent

Reduce -,PYIP ..:nl 24 44 164 31

11w, 1 ? 113 6

RArlig e Iiirlhie cir,t, 5 9 109 10

NNW p .liinilw3ble , .1 !'. e 4 106 5

Piro) i. , -.t 0,1,n .riron,

I trionvrner.i 14 /5 ?95 15

14,,npmploympro. 1 1 h 491 14

I,( rn re. ),An.. ,,f rhi, Irlif.yp I) 0 64 3

100 [04,1 100
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Most of Minnesota's recommendations for reducing costs are con-
cerned with reducing costs of long-term and in-home health care.
For example:

More Medicaid, Medicare and other funds should be directed
toward support to non-institutionalized long-term care.

Discrimination due to residents' and clients' financial status
should be prohibited in access to long-term care services and in
the admittance to and discharge from Medicaid and Medicare
certified facilities.

Households that care for their family members should not be
penalized through the reduction of already limited income and
services and should not be denied available related services or
reimbursements.

Health concerns stress improvements in health research and long-
term care

Most of Minnesota's recommendations concerning how to resolve
the health problems of the elderly focus on issues concerning
health research and long-term care. For example:

Study the causes, effects, and treatments of dimentia occur-
ring across the lifespan using biomedical, psychological, and
other appropriate techniques.

Educate researchers concerning ways to present their work
in formats which non-researchers can understand and use.

Case management for residents and clients of long term care
should reflect the needs of the whole person.

Social recommendations suggeot the elderly should maintain close
community ties

Although Minnesota's recommendations for improving the social
aspect of the elde:ly's lives are concerned with specific issues like
housing and transportation, most of the recommendations suggest
services he closely integrated with other community services and
promote independence in the elderly. For example:

Housing for the elderly should be located in proximity to
community resources and be integrated with the larger service
delivery system of the community.

Public and private agencies should make concrete efforts to
involve older volunteers in community planning and decision-
making, as well as in action programs.

Community information and referral services should be com-
prehensive in approach and should dispense information about
crime prevention, consumer fraud, employment, retirement op-
t ions. and legal aid as well as health and social services.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO HE SHARED BY GOVERNMENT AND NONGOVERNMENT
SOURCES

Unlike most of the Nation which suggest the Federal govern
ment as the primary source of improvement on all dimensions for
issues impacting on the elderly, Minnesota believes the responsibil-
ity for improvements should be shared by both governn it and
non-government sources. See table below.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

gaminneneahons

Source of improwinent Minnesota

Number Poem

NM=

Number Percent

federal Government 24 20 1,215 30
State and local government 1 6 439 11

Federal and State government .. 22 18 666 16
Nongovernment 43 35 1,108 28
Combinations of the above 21

.
21 600 15

Total 123 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note as shown in the following table is
that Minnesota clearly specifies that improvements relating to
health and social aspects should be the responsibility of non-gov-
ernment sources (77 percent and 43 percent, respectively) while
economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal gov-
ernment's responsibility

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of interment

Recommendations by dmeosion

Health Economic Serial

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

federal Government 1 4 18 33 5 12

State and kcal government 0 0 2 4 5 12

Federal and State government 2 8 13 24 1 11

Nongovernment 20 11 5 9 18 43
Other 3 11 1/ 30 1 16

tidal ?6 100 55 100 42 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXISTING
ottGANIZATIONS AND BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS

Minnesota believes most health, economic, and social issues af-
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations
and budget considerations. As shown in the following table, Minne-
sota suggests that 37 percent of its recommendations can be carried
out :lo'iugh existing organizations, and 29 percent through budget
considerations.
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prowler Mumesota

Route

Recommendations

Percent

Natio

Nude Percent

legislator 2 2 577 14

Organizations. 46 37 1,651 41

Budget . 36 29 767 19

Monitor .
7 6 218 5

Research anckevelopment 23 19 297 8

Regulator 8 7 213 5

Combinations of the above 1 0 305 8

Total 123 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Minnesota believes through increased funding (money) as well as
through changing the current process, (42 and 42 percent, respec-
tively) the health, economic, and social conditions can be improved
by existing organizations, and budget considerations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources

Mmnesota

Number Percent

Nance

Number Patent

People 4 3 313 8

Money 51 42 1,449 36

Material 3 2 120 3

Proms 51 42 1,188 29

People and money 12 10 690 17

Combinations of the above 1 1 26A 7

total 123 100 4,028 100
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MISSISSIPPI STATE ISSUES CN AGING FOR THE 1980'S

MISSISSIPPI'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

We compared Mississippi's recommendations with those of the
Nation and found them to be similar. The following table shows
that Mississippi considers both social and economic issues to be
equally important to the elderly (43 and 42 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Atisterppi Nate
Comm(

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 13 15 639 16
Economic 35 42 2,043 51
Social 36 43 1,346 33

Total 84 100 4,028 100

Improvement economic condition by reducing costs
Mississippi, along with the Nation, recommends reducing service

costs as the principle method of relieving the financial burden` on
the elderly (40 and 37 percent, respectively) as shown in the follow-
ing table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MISSISSIPPI

4:41hod of rebenng financial burden

Costs

Mississippi

Number

Recomrneviatons

Nation

Percent !urn* Percent

Reduce service costs 14 40 164 31
Taxes 3 9 113 6
Reduce durable costs 5 14 209 10
Reduce non durable costs 2 6 106 5

Increase; maintain income

Employment 5 14 295 15
Nonemployment 6 11 492 24

Nnations of the above 0 0 64 3

TOW 35 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
cluded:

Medicare and Medicaid guidelines be changed to cover more
in--home maintenance and preventive care.

Legislation be enacted which would allow older adults dental
care and flouridation under Medicare and Medicaid.

U041
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The availability of day care centers for the elderaly be in-
cr. eased.

Free or low cost legal services be provided for those older
adults unable to pay the costs for such services.

Social e,:acerns can be improved through a combination of pro-
grims

The issues surrounding the social aspects of Mississippi's elderly
fe,ms on a combination of programs (42 percent of the social recom-
mendations). for example, Mississippi recommends:

The public be educated about the resource potential of nurs-
ing home residents and the positive impact it can have on the
community.

Efforts be made to develop an age integrated society by Mis-
sissippi citizens, elected public officials, program administra-
tors, and the clergy.

Develop education and training programs relating to the el-
derly by Educational Television.

Encourage pre-retirement counseling through industries and
community groups.

Improve health concerns through research and edu: action
Mississippi believes health problems of the elderly can best be

improved through research and education as shown by the follow-
ing recommendations:

Research efforts directed toward rehabilitation and disability
assessment of older adults should be expanded.

Older people be educated and motivated to take care of their
own state of health.

Health ,Tofessionals help to implement programs to edu late
older adults in ;roper use of drugs and alcohol.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE A(1HIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERIIMENT SO'IRCES

Mississippi believes the source of improvement on all dimensions
for issues impacting on the elderly is non-government sources.
Forty-four percent of Mississippi's recommendations shown non-
government as the primary source of improve:nent as opposed to 28
percent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

',mice ,it improvement Mississippi

Numbir Percent

Nato--

Nihnber
. . .. . _

Percent
.. ..___._

Federal Government 14 1/ 1,215 30

State and local government I/ 20 439 li
I Metal and Slate government 12 14 666 16

Nongnvernment 3/ 44 1,198 28

Other combination.,

Total

4

84

i

100

600

4,028

15

100

109
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A breakout of each dimension in the following table shows that
Mississippi believes the Federal government should be the primary
source for improving the e"onomic issues of the elderly (34 percent)
while non-government sources should help the elderly resolve their
health and social problems (84 and 50 percent, respectively).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of mprovement

Reximmerideliorsbe amen*

Health Ecor.nic Saul

Writer Percent timber Pert. Plumber Percent

Federal Government . . 1 8 12 34 1 3

State and local government 1 8 8 23 8 22

Federal and Stale government 0 0 6 11 6 11

Nongovernment . 11 84 8 23 18 50

Oilier combinations 0 0 1 3 3 8

Total 13 100 35 100 36 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Mississippi, like the Nation, believes existing organizations can
provide the help necessa:y to resolve most health, economic, and
social issues affecting the elderly (58 and 41 percent, respectively)
as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider Mussing

Number

Reccormendatrces

Percent

Nation

Numter

Legislator 14 11 511

Organizations 49 58 1,651

Budget 16 19 161

Monitor 2 2 218

Research and development 0 0 291

Regulator 3 4 213

Combinations of the above 0 0 305

f ota I 84 100 4,0'"

5

8

5

8

100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-two percent of Mississippi's recommendations and 29 per-
cent of the Nations suggest processing as the resource needed for
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly,
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RECOMMENDATIONS

kesoutces
MmisittoPI

Number Percent

Nabm

Note Potent

People 1 1 313 8
Mooney 25 30 1,449 36
Material 0 0 120 3
Process 52 61 1,188 29
People and money . 5 1 690 17

Combinations of the above 0 0 168 7

Total . 84 100 4,028 100
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MISSOURI STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

MISSOURI'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATI( I

We compared the recommendations made by Missouri regarding
the elderly with those of the Nation and found them tr, be similar.
The following table shows both Missouri and the Nation believe
economic issues are the primary concern of the elderly with social
issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS i3Y DIMENSION

Ws= Pistol

Dimensions
Number Percent Number Perrot

Health
I 21 639 16

/mom 18 55 2,043 51

Social 8 24 1,346 33

Total 33 100 4,028 100

Economic situation can be improved by increasing /maintaining
income

The Nation recommends that the elderly's economic condition
can be improved by reducing costs. However, Missouri believes
their elderly's economic problems can best be resolved by increas-
ing and/or maintaining income.

A further analysis of the economic dimension reveals that Mis-
souri believes the best way to increase and/or maintain income for
the elderly in Missouri is through non-employment programs like
Social Security (50 percent of the recommendations).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MISSOURI

Method of reheroiR financial burden

Inrrea.,e maint3in income

Missouri

Number

Rear- .italres

Nation

Percent Number Percent

f mployment 2 11 295 15

Noilemployment

emsts

9 50 491 24

Taxes 0 0 113 6

Reduce 4ur3bte cod; 0 0 109 10

fledin.e nondurable to.,b, 0 0 106 5

RP(111(:1' ';ovir.P roCh / 39 /64 3/

Combination', of the atm' 0 0 64 3

10141
I R 100 1,043 100

1108)
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Specific recommendations concerning how the older person's eco-
nomic plight could be improved through non-employment programs
include:

The earnings of Social Security participants should not be
restricted and income benefits should be maintained at no less
than the present benefit level.

Interest income to persons 65 and older should be tax
exempt.

A national policy on an ad'quate minimum income should
be developed including Social Security and other governmental
programs as well as private pensions and other private sources
to meet the needs of the retired.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination ofprograms
The issues surrounding thesocial aspects of Missouri's elderly

focus on a combination of programs as shown by the following rec-
ommendations:

Efforts should be made toward securing continued funding of
research and the findings of such research should be widely
distributed in understandable lay terms.

A comprehensive public education program should be devel-
oped and schools preparing health professionals should provide
curriculum with specific education concerning the characteris-
tics and needs of older adults.

The coalition of organizations serving older Americans
should be encouraged by clearly defining responsibilities of
each unit of government in relation to planning and service
provisions.

Improve health concerns by providing more and better services
Missouri believes health problems of the elderly can best be im-

proved by providing more and better services as shown by the fol-
lowing recommendations:

Day care services for the elderly should be developed and ex-
panded and the concept and practice of intergenerational
living and shared housing should be explored.

An adequately funded public and private health care system
for the elderly should be established which promotes maximum
functioning of the individual through a continuum of care con-
cept characterized by the appropriate level of quality care at
the proper time.

Nutrition opportunities both in congregate and in-home set-
tings should be continued and/or expanded to areas where
they are nonexistent.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Missouri, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Thirty-seven percent of Missouri's recommendations
and :I0 percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal
government as the primary source for improvement. As shown in
the following table, Missouri agrees with the Nation that empha-
sizes non-government as being second.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING 1111 ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recomm. iutces

Source nt improvernot Missouri

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Federal Government 1? 3/ 1,215 30

Nongovernment 8 24 1,108 28

Federal and State government I 21 666 16

State and local goverment 1 3 439 11

Combinations of the above 5 15 600 15

Total 33 100 4 028 100

Of interest is the fbllowing table which shows that Missouri
specifies that improvements relating to health issues should be the
responsibility of non-government sources, social issues the responsi-
bility of Federal and state governments while ec, nomic improve-
ments should N. the Federal government's responsibility.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendation by dimension

vnmr al .mnruvement Health Economic &cal

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Wvernment 0 0 11 61 1 12

State and local government 0 0 0 0 1 12

Federal and State government 0 0 4 22 3 38

Nongoverment 5 /1 1 6 2 25

Other 2 29 2 11 1 13

fool 100 18 100 8 100

ASSISTANCE To THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORE FUNDS

Missouri believes that existing organizations and more funds can
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder-
ly (81 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared by
the Nation as 'he following table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommennabon;

htiv.oun Nation

Porgy in Peerpnt

tegislator 1 i 'ill 14

1 tr on' ta bon; 1 t l'i
81

1.6)1 41 )
60

Hodge? 1.1 1,' !I) / 19

Month)! .1 il 218 S

10,,earch Ind develnnmen I i lit ;91 8

lievoutor h /13 5

1111n,Itinirt ot the ttxlve it 0 305 8

rid 11 Ii 1011 4,0/8 100
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RESOURCES NEEDEO TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Missouri believes through increased funding (money) and process-
ing the health, economic, and social conditions can be improved, a
view sharea by the Nation 85 and 65 percent respectively, as the
following table shows.

RECOMMENDATInNS

Resources

People

Money

Material

Process

People and Money

Combinations of the above

total

Missouri

Number Percent

85

Nation

Number

313

1.449

120

1,188

690

268

4.028

Percent

8

36

3

29

1/
/

100

68

1

16

0

12

4

0

33

3

49

0

36)
12

0

100
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MONTANA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

MONTANA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Montana's recommendations with those of the
Nation and found Montana's issues regarding the elderly similar to
those of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues to
be the primary concern of the elderly in Montana (58 percent) and
throughout the Nation (51 percent) with social issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Montana Nation

Dimensions
Number Percent Number Patent

dealt . 5 10 639 16

Economic 29 58 2,043 51

Sochi) 16 32 1.346 33

Total 50 100 4,028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs
Montana, alon* with the Nation, recommends reducing costs as

the best way to improve the economic condition of the elderly. A
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 31 percent
of Montana's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as
the primary method to relieve the elderly's financial burden. This
suggestion is consistent with the Nation (37 percent), as shown in
the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MONTANA

Method of relieving financial burden

Costs

Montana

Number

Recommeridaborm

Nation

Percent Number Percent

Reduce service costs 9 31 164 31

Ta,es 1 4 113 6

Reduce durable costs 1 3 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 4 14 106 5

Increase, maintain income

Employment 3 10 295 15

Nonemployment 1 24 492 24

Combinations of the above 4 14 64 3

Total 29 100 9.043 100

Specific recommendations for improving the elderly's economic
condition by reducing service costs include:

(112)
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Allocate financial resources for in-home services more equi-
tably in rural areas.

Increase federal and state funding by direct subsidies to
rural elderly programs inadequately served by public transpor-
tation.

Increase funding for transportation programs.

Improve social concerns by fostering independence through better in-
home and transportation services

Montana believes the Focial concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by fostering the independence of the elderly through better
in-home and transportation services. In addition, Montana suggests
special considerations to meet the social needs of Native American
elderly. Specific examples of these recommendations include:

Expand awareness of in-home services by increasing educa-
tion, outreach, and local group and individual efforts through
public media, community group and person-to-person contacts.

Establish a network transportation system which includes
rail and air service to adequately meet the needs of senior citi-
zens in town and within the state.

Special considerations must be made for Native American
populations concerning problems of isolation and abuse of its
elderly.

Improve' health concerns by providing more comprehensive health
care

Montana recommends providing more comprehensive coverage
and services to improve the health problems of the elderly. Specific
recommendations include:

Establish a national health insurance program.
Establish quality health care clinics utilizing physician as-

sistants and nursing personnel, to be managed under local con-
trol and to focus on preventive health education with adequate
federal and state funding.

IMFRoVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Montana, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions fir issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Forty percent of Montana's recommendations and 30
percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal govern-
ment as the primary source for improvement.

SOURC1S FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC. AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

RP( rnmpndation.,

Yenly,.1 kthon

r4vt Percent

791 10 I ?IS 30
Ix 16 1.101 ?8

1- 666 16

439 11

11311

'040 I Nit 100
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An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table is
that Montana specifies that improvements relating to health and
social aspects should be the responsibility of non-government
sources (60 and 75 percent respectively) while economic improve-
ments for the elderly should be the Federal government's responsi-
bility (62 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimensmn

Source of improvement
Health

Num.

Der
Percent

f mom

Number Percent

Steal

Number Percent

federal Government 0 0 18 62 2 13

State and local government 1 20 1 4 1 6

Federal and State government 1 20 4 14 1 6

Nongovernment 3 60 3 10 12 /5
Other 0 0 3 10 0 0

total 5 100 29 100 16 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS

Montana believes budget considerations can resolve most health,
economic and social issues affecting the elderly (42 percent of their
recommendations). This belief is different than that held *.or the
Nation. As shown in the following table, the Nation believes these
elderly issues can be resolved through existing organizations (41
percent of the recommendations).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider Montana

Number

Recommendations

baton

Percent Number Percent

legislator 9 18 511 14

thganitalions 15 30 1,651 41

Nudge! 21 42 161 19

Monitor 2 4 218 5

Research and development 3 6 29/ 8

Regulator 0 0 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total 50 100 4.028 100

1 1 b
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RICSOURCK8 NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECOMOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Montana believes through increased funding (money) the health,
economic, and social conditions can be improved by providers, a
view shared by the Nation, 46 and 36 percent respectively, as
shown in the following table

RECOMMENDAlIONS

Resources

Montana

!hate Petard

Natio

Number Patel

People . 2 4 313 8

Money .
23 46 1,449 36

Maternal 2 4 120 3

16 32 1,188 29

People and money 1 2 690 17

Combinations of the above 6 12 268 7

Total 50 100 4,028 100
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NEBRASKA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

NEBRASKA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMI! AR TO THOSE NATIONWIDE

Nebraska's issues concerning the elderly parallel those nation-
wide. The following table shows both Nebraska and the Nation be-
lieve economic issues (70 and 51 percent, respectively) to be the pri-
mary concern of the o.lderly with social concerns second (24 and 33
percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Nebraska Nation
Dimensen

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 3 6 639 16

Economic 38 70 2,043 51

Social 13 24 1,346 33

Total 5.1 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Nebraska believes the economic condition of the elderly can be

improved by reducing costs. A further analysis of the economic di-
mension shows that 55 percent of Nebraska's recommendations
propose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (37 percent),
as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEBRASKA

Method of relieving financial burden

Cosh

Nebraska

Minter

Recommendations

Nation

Percent Number Percent

Reduce service costs 21 55 764 37

Taxes 0 0 113 6

Reduce durable costs 1 3 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 0 0 106 5

Increase maintain income

1 mpinyment 5 13 295 15

Nonemployment 11 19 491 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 38 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

1 2
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Funding sources should be continued for senior transporta-
tion systems and increased whenever possible.

Mobile medical units could handily serve the medical needs
of isolated rural elderly.

Redirect more of the federal dollars for health care costs
toward programs designed to prevent institutionalization.

More programs need to be targeted to the impaired elderly
to help them reduce their dependence on others and to reduce
the possibility of expensive institutionalization.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs
Nebraska believes the social concern.; of the elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs as shown by the
following recommendations:

Media campaigns should be encouraged to change the na-
tional image of growing older.

The advocacy role of seniors for their own needs must be rec-
ognized and encouraged, and their input can guide the profes-
sional gerontologists in developing and implementing programs
and services for seniors.

Utilize crime prevention specialists as consultants to elderly
housing planners so that more secure housing arrangments
can be built.

Expand job training and counseling for older workers.
Promote public awareness of the potential worth and capa-

bilities of older, productive employeers.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Thirty-three percent of Nebraska's recommendations suggest im-
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly primari-
ly through the Federal government, a recommendation also made
nationally, (30 percent). Both Nebraska and the Nation emphasize
non - government sources as second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Recammendatins

Source or improvement Nebraska

Number Percent

Nader
. .

Number

. _

Percent

Federal Government 18 33 1,215 30

State and local government 6 11 439 11

Federal and State government 8 15 666 16

Nongovernment 16 30 1,108 28

Other 6 11 600 15

total 54 100 4,028 100

Of interest is the following table which shows that Nebraska
specifies that improvements relating to health issues should be the
respons;tnhity of Federal, state and local governments, and non-gov-
ernment sources, social issues the responsibility of non-government
sources while economic improvements should be the Federal gov-
ernment's responsibility.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source or aremonnent

Reammerdabons by crimson

*Ma fecemmIc $cc

Num
Percent Norte Percent Miter Pelted

Federal Government 33.3 16 42 1 8
State and local govemr,mt . 1 33.3 3 8 2 15
Federal and State govanment 0 0 6 16 2 15
Nongovemment 1 33.3 9 24 6 47
Other . 0 4 10 2 15

Total 3 100 38 100 13 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Nebraska believes that existing organizations can provide the as-
sistancd needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic,
and social problems (61 pescent of their recommendations). This
belief is shared by the Nation (41 percent) as the following table
shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prater Noteasta

Number

Recommendations

Natke

Percent Number Percent

legislator . 3 6 511 14
Orgamtations 33 61 1,651 41
Budget . . 13 24 161 19
Monitor 0 0 218 5
Research and development. 0 0 291 8
Regulator .

Combinations of the above.....ove
5 9

0

213

305

5

8

Total 54 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-seven percent of Nebraska's recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the primary resource needed to im-
prove the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a
recommendation also made by the Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Nebresea gallon
Resources

Number Percent Number Percent

People 1 2 313 8
Money 36 67 1,449 36
Process 5 9 1,188 29
Material 1 2 120 3
People and money 1 13 690 11

122
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RECOMMENDATIONSContinued

Nitta' Nato
Reseccos

Number PeoI Nyder Percont

Combinations it the above 4 7 268 7

Total 54 100 4,028 100

1 2 3



NEVADA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

NEVADA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Nevada's recommendations with those of the
Nation and found Nevada's issues regarding the elderly similar to
those nationwide, The following table shows Nevada and the
Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern of the el-
derly with social issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Newts ratan
Dimensaon

Note Percent Number

Health 2 5 639 16

Economic 32 18 2,043 51

Social 1 11 1,346 33

Total 41 100 4,028 100

Economic situation can be improved by reducing costs
Nevada along with the Nation, recommends that the elderly's

economic condition can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis
of the economic dimension shows that 41 perceu of Nevada's rec-
ommendations suggest reducing service costs as the primary
meth d of relieving the firancial burden on the elderly. This rec-
ommendation was also made by the Nation (37 percent) as shown
in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEVADA

Metro, of reteving !manual burden

Costs

Nevada

Number

Recommendations

Nation

Percent Number Percent

Reduce service costs 15 41 764 31

Taxes 5 16 113 6

Reduce durable co el , 3 9 209 10

Reduct nondurable costs 0 0 106 5

Inc cease 'Maintain Income

1 mployment I 3 295 15

Nonemployment 8 25 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 32 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations how the elo, rly's economic condition
can be improved by reducing service costs include:

20)

1)4



121

Cost of living increases should not affect eligibility require-
ments for thp Food Stamp program or other social programs.

A more realistic income criteria for Title XX transportation
recipients should be used to reimburse transportation provid-
ers for the service.

Intergrated workable public transportation systems should
be established in rural areas to enable older workers to seek
and accept work.

Social concerns can be improved through education
The issues surrounding the social aspects of Nevada's elderly

focus on education programs for the elderly and the public and pri-
vate sectors as shown by the following recommendations:

Older Americans have available to them educational and in-
formational programs.

A massive public relations and awareness campaign be
launched to educate both the public and private employers of
benefits their businesses would receive by hiring the elderly.

State employment security offices set up programs aimed
strictly at the elderly to provide necessary guidance and coun-
seling for older persons seeking employment.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Fifty-four percent of Nevada's recommendations show the source
of improvement on all dimensions for issues affecting the elderly is
the Federal government, a conclusion reached by the Nation (30
percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

- -

Recommendatems

Spume or improvment Nevada

Note Percent

Nation

Number

. ..

Permit

Federal Government 22 54 1,215 30

Nongovernment 2 5 1,108 28

Federal and State government 9 22 666 16

State and local government 7 17 439 11

Comblnabons of the above 1 2 600 15

Total 41 100 4,028 100

As shown in the table below, Nevada specifies that improve-
ments relating to economic and social issues should be the respon-
sibility of the Federal government while the responsibility for
health improvements is shared by Federal, state and local govern-
ments.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of untiovement

Recommendaborrs by doom

Rabb tconorraz Scat

Num
ter Percent Number Percent

Num.
ber

Percent

federal Government 1 5 18 56 3 43
State and local government .. .. 1 5 5 16 1 14
Federal and State government 0 1 22 2 29
Nongovernment 0 1 3 1 14
Other 0 1 3 0 0

Total 2 10 32 100 1 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS AND EXISTING
ORGANIZATIONS

Nevada believes that more funds and existing organizations can
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder-
ly (75 percent of their recommendations). Sixty percent of the Na-
tion's recommendations support this belief.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider Nevada

Number Percent

Recommendations

Nato

Number Percent

legislator 6 15 57; 14
Organizations

Budget

12

19

29

461 75
1,651

767

41

19
60

Monitor 3 1 218 5
Research and development 0 0 297 8
Regulations 1 3 213 5
Combinations of the above 0

. .
0 305 8

Total 41 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-eight percent of Nevada's recommendations suggest that
through increased funding (money) the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly can be improved, a view shared by the
Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Ncvada Nation
Resources

Number Percent Number Percent

People 1 2 3'3 8

Money 28 68 1,449 36

Material 3 / 120 3

8 20 1.188 79

People and money 1 3 690 11
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RECOMMENDATIONSContinued

Nev.& Mho

Number Percent Numbs Pet

Combinations of the above

Total

0 0 268 7

41 100 4,028 100
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NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF NEW HAMPSHIRE'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views of the Nation, New Hampshire's recom-
mendations suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their
elderly with economic issues second in importance. Over 50 percent
of their recommendations focus on the social dimension.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

New Ninitnhire Nuke
Dim. moons

Number Pacer Number Paced

Health 5 11 639 16

Economic 17 36 2,043 51

Social 25 53 1,346 33

Total 47 100 4,028 100

Economic conditions improved by reducing costs
New Hampshire believes the economic condition of the elderly

can be improved by reducing costs, a belief shared nationwide, as
shown in the following table. Thirty-five percent of New Hamp-
shire's recommendations in the economic dimension propose reduc-
ing service costs as a method of relieving the financial burden on
the elderly, a recommendaiton also made by the Nation (37 per-
cent).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

Method of relieving financial burden

Costs

_
Recommendatans

New Hampshire Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Reduce service costs 6 35 764 37

Tars 2 12 113 6

Reduce durable costs 2 12 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 2 12 106 5

crease /Maintain income

Imployment 3 17 295 15

Nonemployment 2 12 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 17 100 2.043 100

- __-_-

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(124)

12b



125

Develop cost effective and reliable Rural Transportation sys-
tems us a major national priority.

Low income elderly shall not be deprived of the full benefits
of the law.

The Congress should reauthorize the Older Americans Act
including the priority for legal services.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs
New Hampshire believe the ofthlal concerns of the elderly can be

improved by focusing on a combination of programs (44 percent of
their social recommendations). Specific recommendations include:

The media should be provided with factual information in
order to avoid constant falsification of the aging process.

Religious institutions should be encouraged to promote com-
munity recreation programs to provide for spiritual needs and
necessary comforting experiences.

All institutions especially public should work to maintain
the elderly's independence and integrity.

All employers should be provide with incentives to offer pre-
retirement education in conjunction with the education
system.

IMPROVE:MP:NTS TO BE ACHIEVE THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Thirty-two percent of New Hampshire's recommendations sug-
gest improving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly
through non-government sources. The Federal government was
second in importance.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of mprowownt

federal Government

State and local government

federal and Stale government

Nongovernment

comhination% of the hove

Mai

Recommendations

New Hampshire

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

1? 26 1,215 30

4 8 419 11

6 13 666 16

15 32 1,108 28

10 21 600 15

47 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that New Hampshire specifies that improvements relating to
health issues should be the responsibility of a combination of
sources (tin percent), economic issues the responsibility of the Fed-
eral government (35 percent) while social issues are the responsibil-
ity of non-government sources (48 percent).
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SOIJRCI S IOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement

Rectxrunendatons by &noun

Health kart Social

Num-
ber

Percent Number Permed Number Percent

federal Government 1 20 6 35 5 20

State and kcal government 1 20 0 0 3 12

federal and State government 0 0 5 29 1 4

Nongovernment 0 0 3 18 12 48

Other 3 60 3 18 4 16

Total 5 100 1/ 100 25 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

New Hampshire's recommendations suggest that existing organi-
zations can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve
their health, economic, and social problems (36 percent of their rec-
ommendations). This recommendation was also made nationwide
(41 percent) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prouder New Hampshire

Number Percent

Recommendations

Nation

Number Percent

legislator 13 28 511 14

Organitations 11 36 1,651 41

Budget 2 4 161 19

Monitor 1 2 218 5

Research and development 3 6 291 8

Regulator 4 9 213 5

ipmbthabons of the above 1 15 305 8

total 41 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Contrary to the views of the Nation, New Hampshire believes
more prople and money (70 percent) to be the resource most needed
by providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions
of the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS

New Hampshire Nation

NvAter,,
Number Percent Number Percent

Nome 6 13 313 8

Wiley I 2 1.449 36

Nres% 0 0 1,188 29

Maw al 4 9 120 3

People and mnney 33 /0 690 11

1iU
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RECOMMENDATIONSContinued

Resources

New Nsowshire Nat

Note Pawl Number Peon!

Combmaoons of the above

106

............. 3

41

6

100

268

4,028

7

100
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NEW JERSEY STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

NEW JERSEY'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

New Jersey's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those
throughout the Nation. The following table shows that both New
Jersey and the Nation believe economic issues are the primary con-
cern of the elderly (67 and 51 percent, respectively) with social
issues being second.

Dimension

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

New Jersey tette

Number Percent Number Patent

Health 2 8 639 16
Economic 16 67 2,043 51
Social 6 25 1,346 33

Total 24 100

_____

4,028 100

Improve economk condition by reducing costs
New Jersey mcommends that the economic condition of the el-

derly can be improved by reducing costs, a recommerdation also
made nationally. An analysis of the economic dimension shows
that 25 percent of New Jersey's recommenations suggest reducing
service costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This
was also the leading recommendation made nationwide as shown in
the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW JERSEY

Method of relieving financial burden

Costs

Recommendations

New knee Natan

Number Percent Number Percent

Reduce Service costs 4 25 764 37
Tarn 2 13 113 6
Reduce durable costs 1 6 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 1 6 106 5

Increase/ maintain income

Employment 3 19 295 15
Nonemployment 4 25 492 24

Combinations of the above 1 6 64 3

MN! 16 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations concerning how the economic plight of
the elderly could be improved by reducing costs include:

12E0
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Property tax and property maintenance credits and/or re-
bates should be available with some Federal support to older
home owners or renters.

Federal program providing assistance with energy and
weatherization costs should be expanded and more realistic.

Medicare/Medicaid coverage should be extended to include
preventive health and mental health services such as dentist-
ry, nutrition, podiatry, optometry, chiropractry, family counsel-
ing, etc.

Social concerns can be improved through education
A majority of the social aspects of New Jersey's elderly focus on

educating the private sector on the rights and freedom of choices of
the elderly. Some of the recommendations include:

Increase training in the aging process and its ramifications
for professional and support staff in health care, social service,
and government agencies.

Develop a program to upgrade the media image of the elder-
ly by diminishing the use of negative stereotypes and empha-
sizing the elderly as consumers, contributing citizens, and
family members.

Develop, on the Federal level, effective evaluation methods
to measure the impact of social services and how to construct
the most efficient mix of services to the individual.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

New Jersey, like the Nation, believes that the source of improve-
ment on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the
Federal government. Forty-two percent of New Jersey's recommen-
datidons and 30 percent of the Nation's recommendations show the
Federal government as the primary source for improvement. As
shown in the following table, New Jersey emphasizes a combina-
tion of sources as second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recomrnenclaboris

Some of onomment New Taney

Number Percent

Nation

Numbs Percent

Federal Government 10 42 1,215 30

Nongovernment . 6 25 1,108 28

Federal and State government . 1 4 666 16

State and local government 0 0 439 11

Combinations at the alma 7 29 600 15

Total 24 100 4,028 100

By dimension, however, a difference exists by source in New
Jersey. New Jersey specifies that improvements relating to health
and economic issues should be the responsibility of both the Feder-
al government and a combination of sources while social improve-
ments should be the responsibility of the Federal government and
nun-government sources.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of umpteavnent

rtum

Recommennebon by emersion

Kean Emend Scud

tentPa Nmber Peed um' Penalbe u Petted
ber

Federal Government 1 50 6 38 3 50

State and local government 0 0 0 0 0 0

Federal and State government 0 0 1 6 0 0

Nongovernment 0 0 3 18 3 50

Other combinations 1 50 6 38 0 0

Total . ,, . 2 100 16 100 6 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORE FUNDS

New Jersey believes that existing organizations and more funds
can resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the
elderly (54 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared
by the Nation (60 percent) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prouder

Recominendatioro

Nearest/ Norm

Number Percent Number Percent
-

legislator 2 9 577 14

Organizations 7 29 1,651 41

Budget 6 25 767 19

Monitor . 0 0 218 5

Research and development 0 0 297 8

Regulator 1 4 213 5

Combinations of the above 8 33 305 8

lo0.1 24 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NFEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

New Jersey believes processing and increased funding (money)
are the resources most needed to improve the health, economic,
and social conditions of the elderly (88 percent of their recommen-
dations). This view was shared by the Nation (65 percent) as shown
in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

New Jersey Nevi

Number Percent Number Percent

People 0 0 313 8

Money 6 25 1,449 36

Material 0 0 120 3

Pries; 15 63 1,188 29
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RECOMMENDATIONSContinued

New Jersey Nato

Runner Percent Number Percent

People and money 1 4 690 11

Combinations of the above 2 8 268 7

Total 24 100 4,028 100
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NEW MENICO STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980'8

NEW MEXICO'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE PRIMARILY ECONOMIC

We compared recommendatioins made by New Mexico with those
of the Nation to determine what the differences might be. We
found that New Mexico's recommendations regarding the elderly
were different than the Nation's in two ways: (1) New Mexico em-
phasized economic concerns more than the rest of the Nation, and
(2) New Mexico had fewer social concerns and more health con-
cerns than the rest of the Nation. The following table shows that
New Mexico and the Nation believe the primary concerns of the
elderly are economic (67 and 51 percent, respectively). Although na-
tional statistics show that social issues are sound (33 percent of the
recommendations), New Mexico had only seven recommendations
(13 percent of its total recommendations) dealing with social issues.
New Mexico's health concerns (20 percent) are similar to those of
the Nation (16 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

New Meow ?kW
inertia . _ .

Number

_ _

Percent

_ _____
Plumber Percent

Hen 11 20 639 16

Economic 37 67 2,043 51

Social 13 1,346 33

Total 55 100 4,028 100

Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly
Both New Mexico and the Nation believe the best way to im-

prove the economic condition of the elderly is to reduce costs, pri-
marily the cost of services. As the following table shows, recom-
mendations to reduce service costs totaled over 30 percent for both
New Mexico and the Nation.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW MEXICO

tifelfrvi of relieving linannial burden

Cats

Recommendatans

New lanucn Nation

Number Percent Number Pc-ant

Ingel 1 3 113 6

Reduce durable costs 5 14 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 2 5 106 5

Reduce ;ewe costs 11 30 164 31

11,32)
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METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW MEXICOContinued

Method of refining finanaai binder

Reammontlakes

Now Maio Notion

Numbs Paced Numbs Pena

Inaease/mamtam income.

Employment . ... 6 16 295 15
Nonemploymont 11 30 492 24

Combinations of the above 1 2 64 3

Iota; 3/ 100 2,043 100

Most of New Mexico's recommendations for reducing costs are
concerned with reducing costs of lorz.terra and in-home care. For
example:

The distribution of funds and programs (for long-term care)
should be based on individual health care needs and the ability
or inability of the target population to pay.

Expanded in-home care policies should provide economic in-
centives for the elderly interested in providing these services
s well as the necessary training opportunities.
The development and support of day car( centers for the el.

derly should receive high priority.
Medicare and Medicaid should allow reimbursement for

qualified day care services.

New Mexico stresses comprehensive health care
Most of the Nation's recommendations on how to resolve the

health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. A:though
New Mexico exp:emes some of these same concerns, New Mexico
stresses comprehensive health care which includes a holistic ap-
-roach. For eunz)le:

The Congress should shift the focus of health care programs
to the development of a national preventive health mainte-
nance and health education program for the elderly.

National health care policies shou'd require integration or
coordination of like programs and services to facilitate single
entry, and evaluation.

Programs should be developed that focus on screening,
health maintenance, training, nutrition, mental health, and
physical fitness.

New Mexico's social concerns are directed at specific issues
Nationally, social recon:mendations are fairly general and are

concerned with improving services through better program coordi-
nation. Although some of New Mexico's social issues were also con-
cerned with imps oving services through bett.ir coordination, most
of New Mexico's social concerns were more nific. For exan.ple:

Sufficient funding should be appror. ..tr,d especially to devel-
op transportation systems which can cc, services 24 hours
per day, 7 days a week.
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Communities should be assisted in establishing adequate fa-
cilities for serving the elderly through increased runding for
construction, acquisition, alteration, and capital outlays.

More emphasis should be placed at the national level on de-
veloping and disseminating nutrition education materials.

IMMOVEMENTS '10 RE ACHIEVED TN ROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

New Mexico, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement
for all isrues impacting on the elderly including those in the
health, economic, and social dimensions is the Federal Govern-
ment. As shown in the following table, New Mexico agrees with the
Nation that the second source for improvement is nengovernment
sources.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Sane at Imptoornent

federal Governtonf

State and local goviir linen!

federal and State geqrnment

tfongovernment

Combinations of :ne aloe

Total

Reccomenktions

New Memo

Number Percent

"Mot

Number Percent

30 55 1,215 30

0 0 439 11

5 9 666 16

14 25 1,108 28

6 11 600 15

55 100 4.028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

New Mexico believes most health, economic, and social issues af-
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations,
a belief held by the N. :ion. As the table below shows, New Mexico
suggests that 44 percent of its recommendations can be carried out
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider

Recommendation

New Mexico Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

I egiwtor 1 2 511 14

OrgrInitationi, 24 44 1,651 41

HooRpt 19 34 161 19

Monitor 7 4 218 5

Re area an,' Ys,,oconew 4 / 291 8

Regulator 5 9 113 5

lanhination% of the above 0 0 305 8

[oral 45 100 4 078 100
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RESOURCES N 10:1411) To IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS ON' THE ELDERLY

New Mexico believes with more money the health, economic and
social conditions of the elderly can be improved by existing organi-
zations (6) percent of their recommendations), a view shared by the
Nation (3f; percent), as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
New Memo

Number Permit

Nato

Mamba Peat

People 1 2 313 8
Money 38 69 1,449 36
Ma ter ials 1 2 120 3
Process 8 14 1,188 19
People and Money 6 11 690 17
Cnnibinations of the above 1 2 268 7

rout J5 100 4.028 100
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NEW YORK STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

NEW YORK'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

Most of New York's issues regarding the elderly are similar to
those of the Nation. As the following table shows, a majority of
New York's elderly concerns are economic (65 percent) compared to
51 percent nationwide, with social issues being second (33 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

New York Nan
Dimension

Number Portent Number Percent

Health 2 2 639 16

Economic 61 65 2,043 51

Social 31 33 1.346 33

Total 94 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
income

The Nation recommended that the elderly's econcmic condition
could be improved by reducing costs. However, New York recom-
mended that economic problems be resolved through increasing
and/or maintaining income as shown in the following table. A fur-
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 44 peroent of
New York's recommendations suggest increasing and/or maintain-
ing income through non-employment programs like social s(curity.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW YORK

filf+thix1 of mining financial burden

Increase, maintain income

New York

Number

Recommendatww.

Nation

Percent Number Percent

Employment 1 11 295 15

Nonemploymero 17 44 492 24

Cush

Taxes 1 1 113 6

Reduce durable Ws 3 5 209 10

Reduce nondurable cost 4 1 106 5

Reduce service costs 1$ 30 164 31

Coatroom of The aloe 1 1 64 3

Ldal 61 100 2,043 100

r 1 :MI
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Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly's economic
plight could be improved through non-employment programs in-
clude:

As a national policy, the Federal government should guaran-
tee to the elderly Americans a minimum income which is suffi-
cient to maintain an adequate standard of living, now and in
the future.

The Soci Security system should be improved in order thatit can seriv , the major national instrument for achieving the
goal of a guaranteed minimum income for all the elderly
Americans.

The solvency of the Social Security Trust Funds should be
guaranteed by the infusion of funds from the general revenues
on a planned basis.

Improve social concerns through changes which encourage self-help
and integration of the elderly into society

Many of New York's social recommendations suggest changes in
society which would make the elderly more independent. Other
social recommendations suggest better integration of the elderly
into society. Specific examples include:

The elL'edy, regardless of personal resources and living envi-
ronment, should be entitled to live as independently as possi-
ble, and in accordance with their own choices.

There should be available to all elderly as needed, a continu-
um of physical and mental health, social and environmental
services aimed at promoting health, preventing illness and
maintaining those social roles and ;unctions which provide in-
dependent living and preserve dignity.

Integrate the aged into society and provide access for the el-
derly of all cultural heritages to all choices, benefits, options,
and resources that are available to all other sectors of society.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES

New York's recommendations, unlike the Nation's, suggest a
combination of sources as the primary method of improving issues
impacting on the elderly (60 percent of their recommendations) as
opposed to 28 percent nationally. Thirty percent of New York's rec-
ommendations emphasize the Federal government as second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recononendaticas

num" of improvement New York

Number Percent
--

Nalen

Number Percent

Federal Government 28 30 1,215 30
State and local government 2 2 439 11
Federal and Stale government 5 5 666 16
Nongovernment 3 3 1.106 28
Combinations of the above 56 60 600 15

total 94 100 4,028 100

14.1
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ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS

New York believes a combination of providers can resolve most
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (50 percent
of their recommendations) with existing organizations second (26
percent) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDERS OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider New York

Number

Recomendations

Percent

Nato

Number Percent

Legislator 17 18 fill 14

Organizations 24 26 1,651 41

Budget 4 4 167 19

Monitor 0 0 218 5

Research and development 2 2 291 8

Regulator . 0 0 213 5

Combinations of the above
_ .

50 305 8

total 94 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

New York believes processing is the primary resource necessary
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder-
ly (60 pet ent of their ri commendations) as opposed to 29 percent
nationwide, as the follow ng table shows.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Res um
N w York

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

People 0 0 313 8

Money 4 4 1,449 36

Material 0 0 120 3

Process 56 60 1,188 29

People and nnney 5 5 690 17

tembrmitems of The atinvp 29 31 268 7

Total 94 100 4,028 100



NORTH CAROLINA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

NORTH CAROLINA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE PRIMARILY SOCIAL

We compared recommendations made by North Carolina with
those of the Nation to determine what the differences might be. We
found that North Carolina's recommendations regarding the elder-
ly were different than the Nation's in one major aspectNorth
Carolina believes most of the elderly concerns are social; whereas,
most of the Nation stresses economic concerns. Forty-nine percent
of North Carolina's elderly concerns are social, versus 33 percent
for the Nation, as the table below shows. And, 33 percent of North
Carolina's elderly concerns are economic, versus 51 percent for the
Nation.

binien.dim

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

'lath Carolina Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 34 18 639 16
Economic 61 33 2.043 51
Snail 90 49 1.346 33

total 185 100 4.028 100

Economic condition can he improved through reduced service costs
Both North Carolina and the Nation believe the best way to im-

prove the economic condition of the elderly is to reduce costs, pri-
marily the cost of services. Recommendations to reduce service
costs totaled over 36 percent for both North Carolina and the
Nation, as the following table shows.

ME THUD Of RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NORTH CAROLINA
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Many of North Carolina's recommendations for reducing costs
are concerned with reducing costs of services which would enable
the elderly to remain in their own homes and receive affordable in-
home care. For example:

Place more emphasis on and provide sound financial backing
for services essential to continued home care.

Adopt a tax program which would facilitate the care of an
older adult in a family situation.

Take action to provide direct monthly assistance to "Fagnifi-
cant others" providing care for the elderly.

Health concerns are similar to the Nation's
Most of the Nation's recommendations concerning how to resolve

the health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals
learn more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses.
North Carolina also expresses many of these same concerns. In
fact. nearly one-half of North Carolina's health concerns suggest
some form of geriatric training for health care professionals. For
example:

Continue education of health practitioners regarding techni-
cal and scientific advancements in geriatrics.

Encourage health care professionals and human service
schools to review and revise their graduate and undergraduate
curricula to incorporate needed content in gerontology and ger-
iatrics.

Social recommendations include eliminating barriers and strength-
ening community assistance

Most of the Nation's social recommendations are concerned with
improving services through better program coordination. Although
some of North Carolina's social recommendations were also con-
cerned with improving services through better coordination, most
of North Carolina's social recommendations were more concerned
with eliminating barriers which prevent the elderly from being in-
dependent and integrated within society. These barriers include
poor transportation, lack of centralized facilities, age discrimina-
tion in educational and employment practices, and crimes against
the elderly. In addition, many of North Carolina's recommenda-
tions suggested both religious and community organizations become
more, involved in improving the quality of life of the elderly. Exam-
ples of some of the recommendations include:

More vigorously enforce the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.
Organize county and statewide committees to develop work-

able, comprehensive, and accessible transportation for the el-
derly in both rural and urban areas.

1 4 4
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Develop information and referral services within the reli-
gious organizations and community in order to provide guid-
ance to all persons on their rights and how to obtain them.

Expand the community watch program in every neighbor-
hood to include checking on the elderly by telephone or person-
al visit to reassure them that someone is concerned for their
welfare.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Forty-three percent of North Carolina's recommendations sug-
gest improving issues itiapacting on the elderly through non-govern-
ment sources, as opposed to 28 percent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

RecammenOatacas

Source of improvement North Cardna

Number Perrot

Nation

Number Percent

Federal tiovernmenl 21 12 1,215 30

Nongovernment 19 43 1,108 28

Federal and State government 30 16 666 16

State and local goverment 25 13 439 11

Combinations of the above 30 16 600 15

Total . .... 185 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

North Carolina's recommendations suggest that existing organi-
zations can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve
their health, economic, and social problems (49 percent of their rec-
ommendations).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider North Cunha

Number

Reonmendattces

Neon

Percent Number Perrot

I. lislator 11 6 51? 14

Organizations 90 49 1.651 41

Budget 38 20 767 19

Monitor 11 6 218 5

Research and development 29 16 291 8

Regulator 6 3 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total 185 100 4,028 100

RP:SOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL.
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

North Carolina believes through increased funding (money) and
process changes the health, economic, and social conditions can be
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improve,' by existing organizations, a view shared by the Nation.
Thirty -sever percent of North Carolina's recommendations and 29
percent of the Nation's recommendations suggest process changes.
And, 28 percent of North Carolina's recommendations and 36 per-
cent of the Nation's recommendations suggest increased funding
money).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
North Camema

Number Percent

Nation

Norte Percent

People 35 19 313 8
Money 52 28 1.449 36
Material 1 4 120 3
Process 68 31 1,188 29
People and money 5 3 ' 690 11

Combinations of the above 18 9 268 1

Total 185 100 4,028 100
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NORTH DAKOTA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

NORTH DAKOTA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

A comparison of North Dakota's issues regarding the elderly
with those of the Nation showed them to be similar. For example,
the elderly in North Dakota and the Nation are primarly con-
cerned with economic issues (48 and 51 percent, respectively) with
social issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

North Cable Nation

Nordin Percent Number Percent

Health 16 17 639 16
Economic 46 48 2,043 51
Social 34 35 1,346 33

96Total 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
North Dakota agrees with the Nation's recommendation that the

economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducing
costs. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 48
percent of North Dakota's recommendations suggest reducing serv-
ice costs as the principal mett ,d of relieving the elderly's financial
burden, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NORTH DAKOTA

Method of Among fmanaal burden

Costs

Recommendations

North Dakota

Number Percent

Ns*

Number Percent

Reduce service costs 22 48 764 37
Taxes 2 4 113 6
Reduce durable costs 2 4 209 10
Reduct nondurable costs 0 0 106 5

Increase maintain income

Employment 10 22 295 15
Nonemployment 4 9 492 24

Combinations of the above 6 13 64 3

Total 46 100 2,043 100

Some recomendations made by North Dakota to reduce service
costs include:

(143)
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A national health care insurance plan be developed which
includes coverage for care related to feet, eyes, ears, and teeth.

More financial assistance be available to create support op-
tions in housing, i.e. , rent, construction, maintenance.

funding be increased to provide more in-home services.
A planned approach from the community level be developed

to include home maintenance services.
The Congress should act to provide increased health care

coverage and home health care programs.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs
North Dakota recommends focusing on a combination of pro-

grams to improve the social concerns of their elderly (38 percent of
their recommendations). Specific recommendations include:

A community health care system should be developed and
include education through the media.

Older people should have more imput into planning and de-
cision affecting their housing.

Pre-retirement planning should be developed to assist in
sound planning for both work and leisure.

Programming in senior centers should include development
of support groups, self esteem, and communication skills.

Improvement health concerns by combining programs.
Sixty-three percent of North Dakota's recommendations suggest

improving the health problems of their elderly though a combina-
tion of programs. for example, North Dakota recommends:

Mental health centers develop peer groups and self help pro-
grams for the elderly.

Legislative bodies on both the state and national levels place
emphasis on home health care and in-home services.

The community level be developed to plan for health needs,
or develop if no resources exist.

A community health care system be developed and include
education for health professionals, other health care providers
and on drugs and ,iinervision of their use.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Over 50 percent of North Dakota's recommendations suggest
nn-government as the primary source for improvement of all di-
mensionshealth, economic, and socialfor issues impacting on
the elderly compared to 28 precent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Sowrp .fnpf9VPMPIII North Dakota

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

IPIIPI al Government 11 1? 1.215 30

State and 10(41 government lb 1/ 439 11

federal and State Revelment 8 8 666 16

Nongovernmert 51 53 1.108 28

Other combinative,

1 p

10

9fi

10

100

600

4,028

15

100
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ASSISTANCE TO TIII ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTINI; ORGANIZATIONS

North Dakota am( the Nation believe that existing organizations
can provide the hep needed to resolve most health, economic, and
social issues impacting on the elderly (41 percent of their recom-
mendations) as the following table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Powtter

Recommendations

North Dakota Nation

hum* Percent Number Percent

hliciator 11 11 511 14

Organitit(p,, 39 41 1,651 41

Budget 24 25 161 19

Morvtur 0 0 218 5

Research and development 1/ 18 29/ 8

ReglI3tur 4
1

4 213 5

Combination, of the attune I 1 305 8

total 96 100 4.028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Thirty-three percent of North Dakota's recommendations suggest
increased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a view also
shared by the Nation Giti percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

RI'

North Dakota

Number Portent

Nation

Number Percent

Ppm'', 1 6 1 / 313 8

Ma lev 31 .33 1.449 36

Meer ) I I 110 3
29 ii1 1.188 19

1,,,, Ind ,t+ortey I1 18 690 1:
erg! 1, 1..1 r, I Il 11)1.,,. I I 268 /

1011 .1 028 100

1 4 :)



OHIO STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

OHIO'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S CONCERNS

In order to determine what the profile of an individual State
might be, we compared the recommendations made by Ohio with
the Nation. We found that Ohio's issues regarding the elderly were
similar to those of the Nation as a whole. The following table
shows that both Ohio and the Nation believe the primary concerns
of the elderly are economic issues. Forty-three percent or more of
the total issues are economic for both Ohio and the Nation. Al-
though national statistics show that social issues are the next pri-
mary concern of the elderly, (30 percent of the recommendations),
Ohio's recommendations suggest that both social and health issues
are about equally important but secondary to economic issues:

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Ohio Nation
tlimensmo

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 18 27 639 16

Economic 29 43 2,043 51

Social 20 30 1,346 33

Total 67 100 4,028 100

Economic condition can be improved through employment programs
Although most of the Nation recommends that the elderly's eco-

nomic situation can be improved through reducing service costs, (37
percent of all economic recommendations) Ohio recommends that
economic problems be resolved through increasing/maintaining
income through employment and its benefits (including pensions,
etc.).

As the following table shows, Ohio favors addressing the econom-
ic needs of the elderly primarily through increasing/maintaining
their income through employment programs (35 percent of Ohio's
economic recommendations).

150
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M111100 01 CILI1VING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN OHIO

Method of relieving financial burden Ohio

Note(

Recommendations

Nato

Percent Number Percent

Cosh

Reduce service costs 9 31 764 37

tapes 1 7 112 6

Reduce do able costs 2 7 209 10

Redur° no Affable costs

increase noint2,n income

imoloyn ent

1

10

3

35

106

295

5

15

No' emr loyment 5 17 491 24

Combinvom o' the above 0 0 64 3

'ot 29 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly's economic
plight could be improved through employment include:

Social Security benefits equal the national average income.
All private pension plans be portable from one employer to

anot her, and fully vested after 5 years of participation.
Employment discrimination against the elderly be opposed.

National and Ohio health concerns are similar
Mast of the Nation's recommendations concerning how to resolve

the heath problems of the elderly focus on having professionals
learn more about aging and how to prevent or treat the prevalent
disabling illnesses. Ohio also focuses on these concerns. Ohio rec-
ommends, for example:

Focus research on Alzheimer's disease and other chronic dis-
eases encountered by the elderly.

Develop specialized programs and facilities such as for per-
sons who are terminally ill, deaf and/or blind, or suffering
from substance abuse.

Form a consortium to develop a comprehensive national re-
search agenda in aging.

Social concerns can he improved through bettc. program coordina-
tion

Many of the issues surrounding the social aspect of Ohio's elder-
ly focus on improving services through better program coordination
at both the federal and local level. Some of these recommendations
include:

Study he' conducted with a view toward the consolidation of
similar programs for the elderly.

Similar Ilied health and social services be available through
conum-nii and focal points.
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Common regtslations be developed for similar programs for
the elderly found in different federal departments.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Ohio's recommendations, like most of the Nation, show that over-
all, the source of improvement on all dimensions for issues impact-
ing on the elderly is the Federal government. Thirty-thrca percent
of Ohio's recommendations and 30 percent of the Nation's recom-
mendations suggest the Federal government as the primary source
for improvement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Reammendations

Source of improvement Ohio

Number PeraM

Nation

Note? Percent

Federal Government 22 33 1,215 30

State and local government 8 12 439 11

federal and State government 11 16 666 16

Nongovernment 20 30 1,108 28

Combinatmns of the above 6 9 600 15

1012' 67 100 4,028 100

However, if we breakout the overall percentages for each dimen-
sion, we find that Ohio still suggests economic improvements be
made by the Federal government (59 percent) but believes some of
the responsibility for social improvements be shared by the state
and local governments (30 percent for State and local; 25 percent
for Federal government), while health problems should be resolved
by non-government sources (61 percent) (See below table).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement

Recommendations by dimensions

Health Economic Social

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Federal core, Tunent 0 0 11 59 5 25

Stale .rid or..31 government 2 11 0 0 6 30

Ferieral and State government 3 1/ 5 11 3 15

Nongover nment 11 61 6 21 3 15

Other 2 11 1 3 3 15

18 100 29 100 20 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
strocairr CONSIDERATIONS

Ohio believes most health, economic, and social issues affecting
the elderly can be resolved through existing organizafons and
budget consideration. As shown in the following table, Ohio sag-
.,ests that 3; percent of its recommendations can be carried out

1 5
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through existing organizations, and 'U percent through budget con-
siderations.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Novi* Ohm

Number

Rommenditnes

Nihon

Pertint Number Percent

Legislator 6 9 511 14

Organizer .. . 24 36 1,651 41

Budget 21 31 767 19

Monitor 4 6 218 5

Research and development 8 12 297 8

Re. ulator 4 6 213 5

PI mbmations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total 61 100 4,028 100

RKSOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF' THE ELDERLY

Ohio believes through increased funding (money) the health, eco-
nomic, and social conditions can be improved by existing organiza-
tions, a view shared by the Nation, 51 and 36 percent respectively,
as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Ohm

Number Percent

Nato

hunter Percent

maple 0 0 313 8

Money 34 51 1,449 36

Materials 0 0 110 3

Process 32 48 1,188 29

People and money 0 0 690 11

Combinations of the above 1 1 268 7

Total 61 100 4,028 100
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OKLAHOMA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

CONCERNS OF OKLAHOMA'S ELDERLY ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

We found Oklahoma's issues regarding the elderly to be similar
to those of the Nation. The following table shows economic isrues
as the primary concern of the elderly both in Oklahoma (54 per-
cent) and the nation (51 percent) with social issues next in impor-
tance.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Oh Woo Natio
Dimension

Number

. _

Percent Number Paant

Health 19 18 639 16
1 conomic 57 54 2.043 51
Social 29 28 1,346 33

Total 105 100 4,028 100

Improve economic situation by reducing costs
Oklahoma, along with the Nation, suggest reducing costs as the

best method of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 35 percent
of Oklahoma's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as
the principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elder-
ly, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN OKLAHOMA

Method of relieving financial burden

Cost;

Oklahoma

Number

Recommendations

Nation

Percent Number Percent

Reduce service costs 20 35 764 37
Taxes 4 7 113 6

Reduce durable costs 3 5 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 2 4 106 5

Int WASP maintain income.

Imploymenl 12 21 295 15

Nonemployment 14 25 492 24

Gombinations of the above 2 3 64 3

Total 57 100 2,043 100

tionie recommendations made by Oklahoma to reduce service
costs include:

15,1
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Expanding community-based services and nutritional pro-
grams.

Providing adequate outreach services especially to isolated
elderly.

Increasing benefit programs for blind and handicapped elder-
ly.

Providing a unified transportation network, including buses,
drivers, maintenance, operating costs and provisions for the
handicapped.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities or activities
Oklahoma believes social concerns can be improved by providing

more opportunities and activities as shown by the following recom-
mendations:

A conscious effort must be made to involve the common ordi-
nary senior citizen in the planning stage of aging programs.

A program should exist in the community whose primary
function should be to disseminate information on skills and
availability of senior citizens for jobs and service.

Community, state, and Federal governments should continue
their moral and financial support of age integration to all el-
derly programs including health, transportation, and social
programming.

Community, state, and Federal government agencies at all
levels should include older people on their boards and commit-
tees.

Improve health concerns through training and research
Oklahoma suggests improving the health problems of the elderly

through training and research. For example, Oklahoma recom-
mends:

Incorporating mental health education relating to aging into
the training curriculum of health and social service profession-
als.

Developing and supporting education with emphasis on self-
care available to the community.

Introducing a gerontological curriculum in the educational
process for those people who will be involved with older people.

There must be increased appropriations for research into the
care and medical needs of the older population.

A greater investment must be made in the production of
knowledge about the aged and the aging processes.

IMPROVEMENTS' TO RE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL. GOVERNMENT

Forty-nine percent of Oklahoma's recommendations show the
Federal government as the primary source of improvement on all
dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly with non-govern-
ment sources second in importance. As the following tahle shows,
the Nation agrees with Oklahoma.
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SOURCIS f OR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTP ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recomnendatroni

Souree 3t improvement Oklahoma

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

tederal Grnieroment 51 49 1,215 30

Nurnioverment 25 24 1,108 28

Federal and State government 23 22 666 16

Stale and lout government 1 1 439 11

Combinations of Ile above 5 4 600 15

Total 105 100 4,028 100

As sho.,n in the following table, Oklahoma specified that eco-
nomic improvement for their elderly should be the Federal govern-
ment's responsibility while the responsibility for improvements re-
lating to health issues should be shared by non-goverment sources
and Federal and state governments with non-goverment sources re-
sponsible for social issues.

SOURCES fOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

e nl impmement

Recomenahom by dunertsions

Health Emmet Social

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

!Primal Government 4 ,..)1 43 15 4 14

State and ll WM government 1 5 0 0 0 0

federal and State government 1 31 10 18 6 20

Nonguverment 1 31 3 5 15 52

Other 0 0 1 2 4 14

Total 19 100 5/ 100 29 100

ASSISTAN(1 TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Oklahoma believes existing organizations and more funds can re-
solve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly
(67 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared by the
Nation UM percent) as the tabi? below shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY
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RES( n!sele.S NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
ON 4 OF THE ELDERLY

Ninety-two percent of Oklahoma's recommendations suggest
processing and increased funding (money) as the resources needed
fir existing organizations to improve the health, economic, or social
condition of older people. a view shared by the Nation as shown in
the fol !owl ng table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

NrAAA1

OkLinurnd

?tuner Percent

kitron

Numilet Percent

Pelpe 3 1 313

Morey

P-1 e.

4/ 401
92

1,449

1.188

36

29

Mr, 120 3

Pw , vitt rni,ne'r 4 4 690 1/
'noon' 1 the nr.," 1 I 268

1,11 P 10 100 4,028 100
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OREGON STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

OREGON'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

Oregon's issues concerning the elderly are similar to those of the
Nation. As shown in the following table, both Oregon and the
Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern of the el-
derly (62 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues being
second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Oregon met=
ammo

Number Percent Numb!' Percent

Health 22 17 639 16

f commit 81 62 2.043 51

Social 28 21 1,346 33

Total 131 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Oregon's economic recommendations suggest improving the eco-

nomic condition of the elderly by reducing costs, a re..ommendation
also made by the Nation. A further analysis of the economic di-
mension shows that 46 percent of Oregon s recommendations and
37 percent of the Nations recommendations propose reducing serv-
ice costs as the best method of relieving the financial burden on
the elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW YORK

Method of relieving financial burden

Costs

..Mton

Number

littomrnendabons

Nihon

Percent Number Percent

Reduce serge costs 31 46 764 31

taxes 5 6 113 6

Reduce durable costs 5 6 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 0 0 106 5

Incre .'reimaintain income

(mployment 10 11 195 15

Nonemployment 13 19 492 24

Combinations of the acme 1 1 64
,

Total 81 100 ',043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

1 5 ti
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Give priority to delivery of services to the elderly.
Prioritize in-home alternate home funding.
Provide homemaker/housekeeper services, personal care,

daycare, and respite care.
Make revisions to Medicare to proivide adequate coverage

for outpatient care, home health care, dental and dentures, eye
care and prescription lenses, ear care and hearing aides, pre-
ventive medical services, podiatry and prescription drugs serv-
ices.
Increase funding for home repair and weatherization.

Social concerns can be improved through education
Oregon's recommendations focus on education programs to im-

prove the social dimension of the elderly. For example:
Provide, through both formal and informal educational sys-

tems, knowledge about family living skills, family roles, aging
process, and death/dying issues.

Provide equal educational opportunities for older Americans
to include career education, cultural enrichment, gerontologi-
cal emphasis, leisure and coping skills, and positive intergener-
utional contracts.

Encourage and educate the elderly to thc use of research
findings for self-help, planning, and programming.

Provide public education regarding long-term care facilities
and their services.

Use the media to project positive aspects on aging.

Improve health concerns by providing better services and education
Oregon believes through education and by providing better serv-

ices the health concerns of the elderly can be improved. Specific
recommendations include:

Develop, maintain, and promote a comprehensive mental
health program.

Develop a national 'lealth policy focusing on preventive care,
health education and maintenance, and health screening.

Encourage health education to promote a broad range of
areas of awareness regarding nutrition, drugs, and normal
aging.

Review federal and state regulations with the intent of in-
creasing flexibility in implementation to allow the needs of the
individual to be met while maintaining or increasing the qual-
ity of services.

IMPROVFMENTS TO HE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Forty-one percent of Oregon's recommendations show the Feder-
al government as the primary source of improvement on all dimen-
sions for issues impacting on the elderly with non-government
sources second. As shown in the following table, the Nation agrees
with Oregon.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Source of Improvement Oregon

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Federal Government 54 41 1,215 30
Nongovernment 44 33 1,108 28
Federal and State government 18 14 666 16

State and local government 5 4 439 11

Combinations of the above 10 8 600 1f.

Total 131 100 4,028 100

As shown in the following table, Oregon specifies that improve-
ments relating to health and social issues should be the responsibil-
ity of non-government sources 64 and 75 percent, respectively while
economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal gov-
ernment's responsibility, (62 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement

Itcommendations by dimension

Rea Economic Scat

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 2 9 50 62 2 1

Slate and local government 1 4 4 5 0 0
Federal and State government 5 23 10 12 3 11

Nongovernment 14 64 9 11 21 75
Other 0 0 8 10 2 7

Total 22 100 81 100 28 100

ASSISTANCE TO Thr ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Oregon believes existing organizations can best implement their
recommendations and prlvide the assistance needed by the elderly
(49 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared by the
Nation (41 percent) as the following table shows.

PROVIDEP OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider Oregor.

Number

Recommendation:

Nat,

Percent Number Percent

Leg'slator 8 6 577 14

Organibil one 64 49 1 41

Budget 31 28 'o/ 19

Monitor 1 5 218 5

Revarch .it'd OvPlooMeill 1 2 291 8

9pgui,iinrs 13 10 213 5

(,)mhindhorr, of the AMP 0 0 305 8

Total 131 100 4,028 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS 010 THE ELDERLY

Eighty-four percent of Oregon's recommendations suggest proc-
essing and increased funding (money) as the resources needed for
existing organizations to improve the health, economic, and social
condition of the elderly, a view shared by the Nation as shown in
the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Oregon

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Peopie 1 1 313 8
Money 49 31 1.449 36
Process 62 41 .388 29
Material 1 1 120 3
People .ind money 15 12 690 11
..into' chums 01 the govt. 3 2 268 1

101.11 131 100 4,028 100
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

PENNSYLVANIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Pennsylvania's recommendations with those of the
Nation and found them to be similar. The following table ,chows
Pennsylvania and the Nation believe economic issues to be the pri-
mary concern of the elderly (66 and 51 percent, respectively) with
social issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

r

Health 14

Economic

Soal

Te'

Om=
Pennsytirams

PercentNumber

51

15

11

66

20

100

Number Percent

639

2,043

1,346

4,028

16

51

ci 33

100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs
Pennsylvania agrees with the Nation that the economic condi-

tion of the elderly can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis
of the economic dimension shows that 55 percent of Pennsylvania's
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the primary
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a recom-
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDE 'LY IN PENNSYLVANIA

rebeeing burr

Wes
Reduce durable costs

Redure nondurable firsts

In( re,r,e; maintain income

Imployi. nt
Nonemployment

Combinations of the above

1,11

burden

NumberPenn"ainaPercenRtmmier463nNsumber

28 764

1 2 113

10 19 109

0 0 106

51

55

4 8 295

8 16 492

0 64

100 7,043

Percent

31
F

10

5

15

24

3

100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

If; 2

i 1 58 I
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Each community should provide potential consumers with an
assessment and evaluation to determine appropriate services.

A comprehensive service package meeting health, service,
and functional needs should be established.

A continuum of supportive in-home services should be fi-
nanced by public or private funding to meet the established
needs of persons 60 or over.

Federal Government should adopt a policy of maintaining
and/or increasing levels of transportation services for the el-
derly.

Social concerns can be improved through education
Pennsylvania recommends that educational programs be initiat-

ed for the public and private sectors to change the attitudes and
feelings toward the elderly and their role in society. For example:

Initiate educational programs to promote the breakdown by
stereotypes, enhar ce media responsibilities, recognize the
value of the elderly as a human resource, and increase aging
awareness through a combination of experience in lifelong
learning, and role counseling.

Promote the role of the aging as self-reliant and independent
person 4 who will serve as resources in society.

Include the elderly on each major national and State board
or policy-making body affecting aging services and also provide
the elderly with the opportunity to participate on community
boards in order that their interest or expertise may be utilized.

Improve health concerns through training and research
Pennsylvania believes health problems of the elderly can be im-

proved through training and research. For example:
Training and education should be provided for volunteers,

staff participants, and others involved in senior center pro-
gramming.

Appropriate curriculum should be required for individual
serving in the continuum of care.

Euucation programs should be offered which include an un-
derstanding of the life cycle, with its potentials and problems
and these programs be directed to providers of service includ-
ing families, the helping professions, and the agency them-
selves.

Advocacy effort should be made toward the development of a
team of social gerontologists and directors of agencies serving
the elderly to conduct research which will examine the chang-
ing role of the elderly in the areas of human values, basic
needs, educational opportunities, self-reliance, and decision-
making.

IMPROVEMENTS TO RE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENTS

Pennsylvz nia's recommendations (34 percent) show the primary
source of improvement for issues affecting the elderly is Federal
and state governments, as opposed to 16 pei, nationwide. As
shown in the following table, Pennsylvania sizes nongovern-
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ment sources to be second in improving the well being of their el-
derly.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Reconunendations

Source of improvement Pennsynare.

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Federal and State government 26 34 666 16

Nongovernment . 21. 27 1,108 28

federal Government 15 20 1,215 30

State and local government 1 9 439 11

Combinations of the above 8 10 600 IS

total 11 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note as shown in the following table is
that Pennsylvania specifies that improvements relating to health
and issues should be the responsibility of non-government
sources while economic improvements for older people should be
the responsibility of Federal and State governments.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement

Recommerdetions let dynamo

Health Economic Social

Number Percent Number Percent Number Facet

f Pder al government 0 0 13 25 2 13

State and local government 0 0 4 8 3 20

federal and State government 2 18 23 45 I 1

Nongovernment 8 13 7 14 6 40

Other 1 9 9 8 3 20

total 11 100 51 100 15 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Sixty percent of Pennsylvania's recommendations and 41 percent
of the Nation's indicate that existing organizations can resolve the
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly, as the fol-
lowing table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Pf, OP( Pertowbtana

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Ivo ,1,11.1, 3 4 511 14

Ifriori7.0.0. in 60 1,651 41

Budget if I 16 161 19

Monitor 4 5 218 5

8r,ea.,..h inr! ip.,Ploprivn. i 4 191 8

irevI:a.,r I I 213 5
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PROVIDI II Of ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLYContinued

Provider

Combination% of the above

total

Recommendations

Pennsylvania Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

0 0

100

305 8

4,028 100

"`'()LIRCKS NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Eighty-seven percent of Pennsylvania's recommendations and 65
percent of the Nation's suggest processing and increased funding as
the resources needed to improve the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly.

Re...vices

People

111 ' 'ley

Material

procey,

tiNv aril money
s ,--,Anations of the above

Total

RECOMMENDATIONS

Pennsyfranra Von

Number Percent Number Percent

1 1 313 8
31 40 11,449 36

I 1 120 3

36 41 1,188 29
6 8 690 17

2 3 268 1

11 100 4,028 100
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'thorn.: ISLAND STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 19808

CoMPARISoN OF RHODE ISLAND'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NAVONWIDE

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Rhode Island's recommenda-
tions suggest social isilues to be the primary concern of their elder-
ly with economic issues second in importance (-IS and -13 percent,
respect ive y

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Rhodi. Nand Nation

Number PPII:en1 Nuirher Poicent

N.,11. ..) 9 639 16

1. nool.w 24 43 2.043 51

',au' 21 18 1.346 33

1.,1.11 100 4.018 100

ECoNOMIc IDITIONS IMPROVED BY REDUCING COSTS

Forty-two percent of Rhode Island's economic recommendations
suggest improving the economic conditions of the elderly by reduc-
ing costs, a recommendation also made nationwide (5S percent). A
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that Rhode Is-
land's recommendations propose reducing taxes and service costs to
relieve the financial burden on the elderly.

Mf1110!) OF KW. VING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN RHODE ISOND
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No Federal income tax be levied on Social Security income.
All senior citizens living on a fixed income of $10,000 a year

or less be exempt from Federal income tax.
Medicare coverage be extended to pay the cost of prescrip-

tion drugs.
Moneys be channeled into payments V in-home services such

as light house cleaning, shopping, meal preparation, laundry,
and personal care assistance from medicare/medicaid and Title
X X.

Improve social roncerns through a combination of programs
Rhode Island believes the social concerns of the elderly can be

improved by focusing on a combination of programs (.6 percent of
their social recommendations). Specific recommendations include:

Federal and state governments be committed to assisting the
elderly to maintain their dignity and independence in the com-
munity.

Security guards, and burglar, fire and smoke alarms should
he provided at senior citizens housing complexes.

T. e Rhode Island General Assembly enact legislation man-
dating the report of abuse, neglect, abandonment or exploita-
tion of any person 60 years of age or older to the Director of
the Department of Elderly Affairs.

The elderly should be recognized as an important segment of
the consumer population.

IMPROVEMENTS TO HE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Rhode Island, like the Nation, believes the source of improve-
ment on all dimensions for issues impacting on the eldet'y is the
Federal government. Thirty-two percent of Rhode Island's recom-
mendat ions and 30 percent of the Nation's recommendations show
the Federal government as the primary source of improvement
with non-government sources second.

SOURCES [OR IMPROVING THE EDLERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

?Mork, Island

Numho P'i Apt

Nation

NOM* Percent

18 32 1,215 30

; ye 4,0,..her. 8 14 666 16

14' 13 23 1.108 28

y, 13 439 11

...1.... ..1 'he i1,1.1. 10 18 600 15

1,. 1)6 100 4.028 100

An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
lee Rhode Island specifies that improvements relating to health

aspects should be Federal, State and local governments responsibil-
ity ( P) percent), social issues and responsibility of nongovernment
sour, es 111 percent I while economic issues are the responsibility of
the Federal Government (7. percent),
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SODRCIS ION IMPROVING CONDITIONS (.0- THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Sourke improsernent
Youth

kecomniendabom by dimensions

Economic Sawl

Num.

Ter
Pettenl Nona Percent Number Percent

ferteral tiuseiliment 0 0 18 75 0 0

Stale and mu government 2 4(1 2 8 3 11

Fialem rod Stale guvernment 2 40 2 8 4 15

Nonguyernment 0 0 1 4 12 44

Olne. 1 20 1 4 8 30

total 5 (00 24 99 21 100

----- --

A SS 1ST A NCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH LEGISLATION AND EXISTING
ORGANIZATIONS

Rhode Island's recommendations suggest that a combination of
legislation and existing organizations can provide the assistance
1:,_ :11(11 by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, and social
pn.blehis (37 and 36 percent, respectively).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE El nERLY

Pluto

Riummendations

Rhode Island Noon

Number Percent Number Percent

1 egiy,flor 11 37 577 14

Orgebtdbuns 20 36 1.6,11 41

Mcdt:r 1 2 218 5

Bongo 1 2 767 19

RPseari n and deveinnment 3 5 291 8

Neethator 0 0 213 5

Crobidatum u1 ,he MI se (0 18 305 8

Mal 56 100 4.028 100

RESOURCE:* NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Rhode Island and the Nation believe increased funding (money)
a:- the ret,ottree most likely to be affected in improving the health,
economic, and social conditions of the elderly (45 and 36 percen:,
respe.tiv( iy) as shown in the fallowing table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

node lured 'oboe

P14.1114.

Mimes

Numhpf Peron!

6

1 ,

11

45

Nomtrr Percent

313 A

1.449 A
4 F... 1 1) 1.188 19

Atityroi )
1 110 3

N.piP In.' '1('''PV 11 20 fi' 1 1/
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RECOMMENDATIONSContinued

Rhoda Island Nation
Resources

Number Percent Number Percent

Combinations of Le above

total

5

56

9.

100

268

4,028 '400
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SOUTH CAROLINA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

SOUTH CAROLINA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

A comparison of South Carolina's issues regarding the elderly
with those of the Nation disclosed them to be similar. For example,
the elderly in South Carolina and the Nation are primarily con-
cerned with economic issues, (50 and 51 percent respectively) with
social issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

South Caroltna Aston

thmenskuo
Number Percent Number Percent

floAlth 14 16 639 16

f I nom!) 44 50 2,043 51

Sur tai 10 34 1.346
. .. .

33

10111 88 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
South Carolina agrees with the Nation's recommendation that

the economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reduc-
ing costs. To relieve the financial burden on the elderly, 34 percent
of South Carolina's recommendations suggest reducing service
costs. This recommendation was also made by the Nation (37 per-
cent, as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN SOUTH CAROLINA

%ow of tolpving futina.)1 buiden

(

Rexemnemiatiorts

South Carolina

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

R1'11/14' ,Ptilit 15 34 164 31

)IP. 7 5 113 6

Reduce curable costs 3 / 209 10

Reduce nondur.iblP roJI

int rt..).,p Imp

6 14 106 5

I mtilt1e11.+111 9 20 295 15

Ni.111'19Viiivitip111 4 9 492 24

1:1,1411,11.(1i1'. of "11' It4111r 'I 11 64 3

total 44 100 2,043 100

South Carolina's recommendations fir reducing service costs
fOrns on health, and in.hona. care costs and transportation. For ex-
ample

116111
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The Medicare and Medical I programs should provide in-
creased in -horse

Third party reimbursement for homemaker services should
be continued.

Adult day cvre services should be developed in existing fa-
cilities such as senior citizens centers, churches, extended care
facilities, hospitals and community health centers.

More transportation services should be made available by
encouraging volunteer transportation programs through devel-
opment of mechanisms for coordination of such pools and reim-
bursement of costs for fuels, insurance, and the like.

Funding for transportation for the elderly from private and
public resources should be encouraged.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities and chang-
ing attitudes toward the elderly

Providing more opportunities and changing the public's comcep-
tion of the elderly can play a big part in improving social concerns.
Specific recommendations made by South Carolina include:

All in-home services should be coordinated with information
and referral centers and a comprehensive needs assessments
service.

Area wide coordination of all transportation providers
should be developed and services for rural and underserved
areas emphasized.

Public education curricula and the mass media should be uti-
lized to promote positive concepts of aging and enhancement of
self concepts.

Age discrimination should be eliminated :n all areas of life
experiences.

Improve health concerns by providing more and better help
South Carolina believes health problems can be improved by pro-

viding more and better help to the elderly. For ext.nple:
Health and nutrition education programs, health screening

and holistic health clinics should be increased.
A statewide community long term care project should be im-

plemented for the purpose of defining service estions and en-
listing and expanding community based services.

Public policies should be developed that will affect how long
term care facilities provide care for older people.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIM ED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

forty- tour percent of South Carolina's recommendations suggest
non-government sources to be the primary source for improvement
On all dimensions health, econom:i., and socialfor issues impact-
ing on the elderly as opposed to V percent nationwide.
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SOORGIS 10R IMPROVING 101 If DI RlY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Soong of improvement South Latolma

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Iowa' tiover il i lien t 21 24 1,215 30

Stale inti 1014 government 3 3 439 11

federal andl State government 11 13 666 16

Nonguvernmtnt 39 44 1,108 28

Comblution, nt the above 14 16 600 15

total 88 100 4,028 100

ASSISTAN('E TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Forty-one percent of South Carolina's recommendations suggest
that health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly can be
resolved through research and development by private and govern-
ment sectors. This suggestion is not shared by the Nation.

PROVI JCR OF ASSI' TANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Pflwider

Recommendations

South Carolina Nation

moor Percent Number Percent

legislator 10 11 511 14

Organitalions I/ 19 1,651 41

Hodge! 13 15 761 19

Monitor 4 5 118 5

liewarch and development 36 41 291 8

Reguiatrd% 8 9 213 5

Combination% ut the ,those 0 0 305 8

loth 88 100 4,018 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL

CONDITIONS FOR THE ELDERLY

South Carolina believes increased funding (money) together with
changing the current process as the resources most likely to be af-
fected in improving the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly, a view shared by the Nation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

South (Arnim Nation

NVRIPPf Percent Number Cowen]

Mr, e i i8 32 1.149 36

78 37 1.188 79

Pia op II 15 313 8

M 11,- 1,
.1 ti 120 3
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RI CMMt NDATIONS Continued

uth C4toltig NaIIW
knout

Number PPRent Number Peti col

9 10 690 I /ind money

6 6 ?b8Inionol.1!lor, 'Ii the 4novy

KR 100 4,028 100
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SOUTH DAKOTA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THk 1980'3

SOUTH DAKOTA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S
CONCERNS

We compared the recommendations made by South Dakota re-
garding the elderly with those of the Nation and found them to be
similar. The following table shows the elderly in South Dakota and
the Nation are primarily concerned with economic issues (59 and
51 percent, respectively) with social issues second.

Dimension

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

South Dakota Nation

Number Percent Number Petted

Health 4 14 639 16

Economic 17 59 2,043 51

Social 8 27 1,346 33

Total 29 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
An analysis of the economic dimension shows that 35 percent of

South Dakota's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as
the principle method of relieving the financial burden on the elder-
ly, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent) as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN SOUTH DAKOTA

*Hurl of reining financial burden

Costs

Recommendations

South Dakota Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Reduce service costs 6 35 764 .37

Taxes 1 5 113 6

Reduce durable costs 2 11 209 10

Reduce non durable costs 3 18 106 5

Int lea., maintain !romp

mpioyment 3 18 295 15

Nonemoloyment 2 1? 492 24

Combination-, of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 17 130 1.043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

117,11
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Medicaid policies should cover preventive health care; hos-
pice care; adult day care; homemaker service; physical therapy;
mental health care; dental, hearing, and vision services; chiro-
practic services and prescription drugs.

Senior centers should provide services to the frail elderly.
A rural public transportation and ambulance service should

be developed and expanded to provide equitable access to medi-
cal and other health-related services.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities
Fifty percent of South Dakota's social recommendations suggest

providing more opportunities to improve the social concerns of the
elderly. For example, South Dakota recommends:

Public and private agencies in education, employment, hous-
ing, church and recreation have a documented plan to include
elderly in their programs.

Public agencies be required to have Affirmative Action plans
to utilize the expertise of the elderly in teaching and sharing
of knowledge in various crafts and cultural programs.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Forty-five percent of South Dakota's recommendations suggest
non-government as the primary source for improvement on all di-
mensions for issues impocting on the elderly as opposed to 28 per-
cent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL. CONDITIONS

Reccamendakes

Source 0 improvement South Dakota

Number Percent

Natm

Number Percent

Federal Government 10 35 1,215 30

State and local government 3 10 439 11

Federal and State government 3 10 666 16

Nongovernmenl 13 45 1,108 28

Other combinations 0 0 son 15

Total 29 100 4,028 100

An analysis by dimension shows that South Dakota specifies im-
provements relating to health and social issues should be the re-
sponsibility of non-government sources while economic issues
should be the Federal government's responsibility.

SOURCFS FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

riN11,0 of improvement
Health

Recommendations b' dimension

Economic Social

Num Num

ber
Percent Number Percent Percent

ber

I piteIl (Invernrner. 0 0 8 41 1 25

Slate and local government 0 0 1 6 ?

Federal and Stale government 0 n 1 12 1 1i
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIr NS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSIONContinued

Sown of improvement

litammendations by dimension

Health Em neat Swat

Num-
Percent Number Percent NUM- Percent

bet bet

Nongovernment 4 100 6 35 3 38

Other combinations 0 0 0 0 0 0

total 4 100 17 100 8 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS

South Dakota believes more funds through budget considerations
can resolve most health, economic, and social issues impacting on
the elderly (45 percent of their recommendations) as opposed to 19
percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Reoimmendatmns

Percent

Nova* St* Dakota

Number Percent

Nation

Number

Legislator 4 14 577 14

Organualions 10 35 1,651 41

Budget 13 45 161 19

Monitor 0 0 218 5

Research and development 1 3 297 8

Regulators 1 3 213

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total 29 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Fifty-two percent of South Dakota's recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a view also
shared by the Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Wv.ntIrrP;
South Dakota

Number Percent

Mahon

Number Percent

Peooln 3 11 313 8

Mnnpv 15 57 1,449 36

MdtPrql 1 3 120 3

pro( P.,

pponip mil money

8

1

28

3

1,188

690

29

11

Combination; of the above 1 3 268 1

Tntai ?9 100 4,028 100
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TENNESSEE STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

TENNESSEE'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared the recommendations made by Tennessee with
those of the Nation and found them to be similar. The following
table shows both Tennessee and the Nation believe economic issues
are the primary concern of the elderly (75 and 51 percent, respec-
tively).

Dimensuen

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

_
Tennessee Nalme

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 3 15 639 16
Economic 15 75 2,043 51

Social 2 10 1,346 33

Total 20 100 4,028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs
Tennessee and the Nation recommend that the elderly's econom-

ic condition can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis of the
economic dimension, as shown in the following table, discloses that
47 percent of Tennessee's recommendations suggest reducing serv-
ice costs as the primary method of relieving the financial burden
on the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (37 per-
cent)

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN TENNESSEE

beethon of reins/me financial burden

Cots

Tennessee

Number

Recommendations
_

Nation

Percent Number

.

Percent

Reduce service costs 7 41 164 31

Reduce durable costs 0 0 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs n 0 106 5
lines

increase main' lin income

f moloyment

4

,

21

13

113

295

6

15

Nonemployment 2 13 492 24

Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 15 100 2.043 100

Specific recommendations on how the elderly's economic plight
could he improved through reducing service costs include:

1173
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The Congress should enact legislation to remove the deducti-
ble advance payment requirement for Medicare recipients.

The Congress should continue to authorize legal services
under the Older Americans Act, and adequately fund such.

The Congress should continue funding for elderly transporta-
tion programs under Title III of the Older Americans Act and
Title XX of the Social Security Act.

IMPROVEMENTS TO RE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Tennessee's recommendations (90 percent) show the primary
source of improvement on all dimensionshealth, economic, and
socialfor issues affecting the elderly is the Federal government, a
conclusion also reached by the Nation (30 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Reconumodations

Source of improvement Tennessee

Number Paced

Nation

Number Percent

tedervl Government 18 90 1,215 30

Nialiovernment 1 5 1,108 28

Federal and State government 1 5 666 16

Slate and local government 0 0 439 11

Combinations of the above 0 0 600 15

Total 20 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH LEGISLATORS

Tennessee believes that legislation can resolve most health, eco-
nomic, and social issues affecting the elderly (75 percent of their
recommendations), versus 14 percent for the Nation as the follow-
ing table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prgvider Tennessee

Number

Recommendations

Nation

Percent Number Percent

Legislator 15 15 511 14

Orprnintiont, 0 0 1,651 41

HotIvP1 1 5 161 19

Monitor 1 :0 218 5

Reseaith and development 0 0 291 8

Regulator 2 10 213 5

Combination; of the above 0 0 305 8

Int.r1 20 100 4,028 100
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THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS Or THE ELDERLY

Ninety-film percent of Tennessee's recommendations suggest in-
er. funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the
h.alth, economic, and social conditions of the elderly. This view
was shared by the Nation (36 percent) as shown in the following
I able.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Re,outieN
lemessee

Note Parent
. .. .. .._

Nation

Number Pima!

People 1 5 313 8

Mnrey 19 95 1,449 36

/Aerial 0 0 120 3

Nce''s 9 0 1.188 29

Nor Jnil marry 0 0 690 17

Conlhattum it II& lbw 0 0 268 1

r.it,o 20 100 4.028 100



TEXAS STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OP TEXAS' ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THE NATION

Texas and the Nation believe that both economic and social con-
cerns are important. The following table shows that 90 percent of
Texas' recommendations relate to the social and economic dimen-
sions compared to 84 percent for the N ion.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Texas Nation

Cullensto,

Ilen Ith

I commit

Sormi

lutal

Number

5

23

24

52

Percent

10

44 I
461

100

90

Number

639

2.043

1,346

4.028

Percent

16

51 1
331

100

84

Improve economic condition by inc.easing and/or maintaining
income

The Nation recommended that the elderly's economic condition
co, .d be improved by reducing costs. However, Texas recommended
that economic problems be resolved by increasing and/or maintain-
ing income as shown in the following table. A further analysis of
the economic dimension shows that 31 percent of Texas' recommen-
dations suggest increasing and/or maintaining income through
non-employee programs like social security.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN Of THE ELDERLY IN TEXAS

PeitoNwl d 11v.ng Lop( 01 NiniOn

-fro.) m rif 11MA

Tess

Number

Rerun mendalrons

Nation

Percent Number Percent

6 ?fi 295 15

Nollef111,11,y',01 31 492 24

310% Ir 113 6

kPrjorp lbw 209 10

Hnllula nondor.ibre ,..! 0 0 106 5

Rpm' p .t 4 1/ 164 31

Own., it the !hove 64 3

I. 4,10 100 4043 100

1171:

16I)



177

Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly's economic
plight could be improved through nonemployment programs in-
clude:

Revise the Social Security system so that women who work
inside or outside the home are insured equitable benefits.

Establish catastrophic insurance program to protect elderly
from losing all resources due to accidents or major illness.

Provide savings incentives for everyone.

Improve health concerns through education
Texas believes the health problems of the elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on improving the skills and knowledge of health
care professionals regarding aging. Texas recommends, for exam-
ple:

Provide counseling skills to service providers at community

I rovide educational programs which address the aging proc-
ess.

Impmve social concerns through a combination of programs
Texas believes the social concerns of the elderly can be improved

by focusing on a combination of programs that would help the el-
derly become more independent, influential, and self-reliant. For
example, Texas recommends:

Establishing a continuum of housing options, social services,
transportation, and health care servic,i to maintain older
people in their own environment.

Maintaining senior adults in productive roles.
Encouraging the elderly to participate politically in influenc-

ing the social system concerning the content and delivery of
education and services.

Encouraging independence of the elderly to bring a favorable
impression of he aging process.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Texas' recommendations, unlike most of the Nation, show ,.he
primary source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly
including those in the health, economic, and social dimension is
nongoverenment sources. Forty-four percent of Texas' recommen-
dations suggest nongovernment as the primary source for improve-
ment as opposed to 2S percent nationwide.

SOUK,' S f OR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH. ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

;iv n .olouvrnpo

0,1,111:

tn.;

to y16, .,,,,,prn!,.pot

!!1P rr ii

feta;

Number Percent

9

15

4

10

44

1/

100

Nation

Number Peon!

1.715

439

666

1.108

AOU

4 na

30

11

16

78

15

100

131
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If we break out the recommendations by dimension, however, we
can see that Texas believes the primary responsibility for issues re-
lating to the elderly's health and social concerns should rest with
nongovernment sources. However, Texas believes the Federal Gov-
ernment is the best source for assisting the elderly with economic
problems.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations tri drmension

Source of mprovement
Nunn

Num
ter Percent

Economic

Number Percent

Swat

Number Percent

Federal Government 0 0 11 48 2 8

State and Kul government 1 20 0 0 1 4

Federal and State government 0 0 2 9 3 13

Nongovernment 4 80 4 11 15 63

0 0 6 26 1 12

tote, 5 Wu 23 100 24 100

ASS1STA WM To THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Texas believes most health, economic, and social issues affecting
he elderly can be resolved through existing organizations, a belief

held by the Nation. As the table below shows, Texas suggest that
52 percent of its recommendations can be carried out througn exist-
ing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Ptrpoilpt

tpg,sicitor

texas

Number

7

Recommendations

Nation

Percent Number

14 511

Percent

14

Orgamtation, 27 52 1,651 41

Nudges 8 15 /n7 19

Montt I 2 118 5

Red, 0, n trot qeveloornent 9 1/ 29/ 8

RPP.u'lor
0 0 211 5

,,ombnation; )1 riot, itrov 0 0 305 8

T.dal 52 100 4,028 100
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RESoURCES NKEDKD TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OP THE ELDERLY

Fifty percent of Texas' recommendations suggest increased fund-
ing (money) as the necessary resource to enable the providers to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly,
a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent) as shown in
the following table.

RECOMMEND/MONS

I, %VIZI
Teas

Number Percent

Nate

Numbs Percent

People 8 15 313 8

Money 26 50 1,449 36

Material 1 2 120 3

Process 14 21 1,188 29

People and money 1 2 690 11

Combinations of the above 2 4 268 /

total 52 100 4,028 100
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UTAH STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980'S

COMPARISON OF UTAH'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views nationally, Utah believes their elderly are
primarly concerned with social issues, followed by economic issues.
Forty-five percent of Utah's recommendations focus on the social
dimension as opposed to 33 percent nationally.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Utah Piston
Dimension

Number Percent hunter Percent

Health 16 19 639 16

I cononm 31 36 2,043 51

Soul 38 45 1,346 33

Total 85 100 4,028 100

Improve economic. condition by reducing costs

Fifty-eight percent of Utah's and the Nation's economic recom-
mendations suggest improving the economic condition by reducing
costs. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that
Utah recommends reducing service costs 126 percent) as the princi-
pal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, as the
following table shows.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN UTAH

MONA! of tenev.og financial burden Utah

Number Percent

Reduce ,ervice cot; 8

Tares 3

Reduce durable costs 1

Reduce non durable mt..

rot tea 1, maintain imam.

initiiiolnoint

6

4

'ion employment 9

Combination.; of the above 0

I u al 31

3

26

10

19

13

29

0

100

Recommendations

Nation

Number Percent

164

113

31

6

209 10

106 5

295 15

492 24

64

2,043 100

Specific reconunei dations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
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Support and funding should be continued for reduced fari
programs and for alternative transportation systems for the
handicapped.

Additional funds should be made available for home repairs.
More government and private agency funding for housing

units for the elderly should be secured.
Medicare should have a more realistic reimbursement scale

for the costs of doctor visitation.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities and activi-
ties

Ut ah believes by providing more opportunities and activities the
social concerns of the elderly can be improved. For example, Utah
recommends:

Inform elderly persons of their rights to protection and
proper care.

Housing representatives should determine the feasibility of
using rent subsidies, tax incentives, local zoning ordinances,
and other possibilities to encourage the development of
"shared housing".

The educational system should be more responsive to the
educational needs of the elderly (i.e. vocational, retraining, lei-
sure, etc.).

There should be more research on meaningful ways to better
utilize the time and talents of the "young-old".

Conduct more research on specific personality, social and
cultural, and environmental factors.

Improve health concerns through research
Fifty percent of Utah's health recommendations suggest improv-

ing the health problems of the elderly through research, a sugges-
tion also made by the Nation (33 percent). Specific recommenda-
tions include:

Researchers in the field of aging should coordinate their own
efforts and those of professionals who work with the elderly in
order to select projects that meet critical needs and avoid du-
plication.

Private organizations should be solicited and urged to con-
tribute research monies to increase knowledge in the aging
field.

Emphasis should be given to research directed toward under-
standing the aging process.

More research should be conducted on chemical substance
abuse among the elderly.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Fifty-eight percent of Utah's recommendations show non-govern-
ment as the primary source of improvement on all dimensions
health, economic, and social for issues impacting on the elderly
with the Federal government second (31i percent).
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recammendatkos

Source of improvement Utah

Num* Percent

Natio

flute on!

federal Government

State and local government

Federal grill State government

Nongovernment

Other combinations

Total

30

0

2

49

4

85

35

0

1

58

5

100

1,215

439

666

1,108

600
- - ---

4,028

30

11

16

28

15
- - _ _

100

A$ ! !STANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS e

Utah believes existing organizations can provide the assistance
needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, and social
issues (46 percent of the recommendations). This belief is shared by
the Nation as the following table shorts.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prouder Utah

Number

Recommendattem

Percent

Netran

Number Petted

Legislator 10 12 571 14

Organizations 39 46 1,651 41

Budge; 23 21 767 19

Monitor 0 0 218 5

Research and development 12 14 297 8

Regulator 1 1 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

total 85 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CON DITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-two percent of Utah's recommendations suggest processing
as the primary resource needed for providers to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly. The Nation
believes increased funding (money) can resolve the elderly's prob-
lems in all dimensions (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Utah Manx
Resources

Number Percent No* Percent

People 1 1 313 8

Money 31 31 1,449 36

Material 0 0 120 3

Process 53 62 1,188 19

People and money 0 0 690 17
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RECOMMENDATIONSContinued

Utah Nato _
Number Perrot Number Percent

Combinations of the above 0 0 268

Total 85 100 4,028 100
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VERMONT STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF VERMONT'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views nationwide, Vermont's recommendations
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with
economic issues second in importance. Over 50 percent of their rec-
ommendations focus on the social dimension as opposed to 33 per-
cent nationally.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Vermont Nation
Memo

Number Potent Numbs Percent

Health 13 18 639 16

Economic 17 24 2,043 51

Social 42 58 1,346 33

Total . 72 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Vermont, along with the Nation, recommends reducing costs as

the principal method of improving the economic condition of the el-
derly. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 41
percent of Vermont's recommendations propose reducing service
costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly, a proposal also
made nationwide (37 percent), as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIPING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN VERMONT

Method of relieving financial burden

Costs

*mord

Number

Reccemendations

Nation

Percent Nutter_-- - _ _ - Percent

Reduce servo costs / 41 764 37

Taies . 3 18 113 6

Reduce durable costs 1 6 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 1 6 106 5

Increase/matnlam income

Employment 1 6 295 15

Nonemployment 4 23 492 24

Combinattons of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 17 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(1m
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All benefit programs for the elderly should include transpor-
tation service to those services.

Limit health care costs, beginning in 1982, to 7 percent of
the gross national product.

Increase services for adult day care and respite care.
Expand third party reimbursement systems so that consum-

ers can choose from a wider range of health services especially
in-home care and mental health services.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs
Vermont believes by focusing on a combination of programs the

social concerns of the elderly can be improved (50 percent of their
social recommendations). For example, Vermont recommends:

Institute a national program to assist people in planning re-
tirement. This program should be a cooperative effort between
employers, educational institutions and social service agencies
to promote education about finances, legal affairs, health,
living arrangements, and continued employment.

Encourage agencies providing services to the elderly to take
the initiative in counteracting myths, misconceptions, and
stereotypes now presented by mass media advertising.

Include elderly persons in all aspects of American life with
special attention paid to their specific needs.

Include seniors in long range regional planning to assure
awareness of aging needs and problems.

Improve health concerns through education and more help
Vermont believes through education and by providing more help

the health concerns of the elderly can be improved. Specific recom-
mendations include:

Schools of Medicine and Nursing should provide geriatric
training for all health professionals and health-related work-
ers.

Secondary schools and colleges should develop curricula that
give elderly people opportunities to continue their education in
health and disease prevention.

Health professionals should provide appropriate education,
supervision, and guidance to volunteers that they may supple-
ment health services in community facilities.

Provide facilities and services in housing projects and senior
centers for short-term preventive care.

Increase services for adult day care and respite care.
Encourage holistic health care services.
Provide rehabilitative services for physical and mental needs

of elderly people.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH A COMBINATION OF SOURCES

Thirty-two percent of Vermont's recommendations suggest im-
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly through
a combination of sources. Non-government sources were second in
importance.
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SOURCI S 10H IMPROVING DIE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Source or improvement Vermont

Nuhioer Percent

Nation

Number Percent

twterai Government 13 18 1,215 30

State and local government 8 11 439 11

Federal and State government 1? 11 666 16

Nongovernment 16 22 1.108 28

Combinahow, of the above 23 32 600 15

Total 12 100 4,028 100 t;

An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that Vermont specifies that improvements relating to health issues
should be the responsibility of non-government sources (70 percent),
economic issues the responsibility of the Federal government (29
percent) while social issues are the responsibility of a combination
of sources ( 43 percent 1.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Saone 11 morovement

Recommendation's by dimension

Health Economic SiYWI

3

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

federal Government 2 15 5 29 6 14

State and local government 0 0 1 6 1 11

Federal and State government 0 0 4 24 8 19

Nongovernment 9 10 4 74 3 1

(1tner 2 15 3 11 18 43

Total 13 100 17 100 42 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Vermont's recommendations suggest that existing organizations
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their
health, economic, and social problems (47 percent of their recom-
mendations), This recommendation was also made nationwide (41
percent) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE El DERLY

Vermont

Number

Recommendations

Nation

Nowt Number Percent

I r.v.i.rainr

i ngaryzatw w.

14

34

10

41

511

1.651

14

41

Itudeet 3 4 161 19

ht,n11.1t I 2 218 5

4P' olio- Ind 1Pyolovinprq i 4 291 8

RPv..Jatnr 8 /13 5

iho 15 305 8

0 100 &OM 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Vermont believes inure
people and money (28 percent) to be the resource most needed by
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Rr,outtPs
Vermont

Number Portent

Nation

Number Percent

People 13 18 313 8

Money 14 19 1,449 36

Proc;%, 6 8 1,188 29

Ma ter.al 4 6 120 3

Pp)ble and money 20 28 690 11

I ;or tutiorr, of the above 15 21 268 1

eel 12 100 4,028 100

191



VIRGINIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF VIRGINIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Virginia considers health and economic issues to be the primary
concerns of the elderly (42 and 41 percent, respectively) as shown
in the following table. Sixteen percent of the Nation's recommenda-
tions focus on health issues and 51 percent on economic issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

14.ginia Nalbn

Numbs' Percent Node Percent

Health 25 42 639 16

Economic 24 41 2,043 51

Social 10 17 1,346 33

Total 59 100 4,028 100

Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly
Virginia, together with the Nation, recommends reducing costs

as the best method of improving the economic condition of the el-
derly. Sixty-three percent of Virginia's recommendations in the
economic dimension propose reducing service costs to relieve the fi-
nancial burden on the elderly, a recommendatior also made na-
tionwide (37 percent).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON VIRGINIA'S ELDERLY

Method of Ohm financial burden

Costs

Yam

Number

Reccenmendatixts

Nam

Percent Number Percent

Reduce service costs 15 63 164 31

taxes 1 4 113 6

Reduce durable costs 4 11 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs

increase 'maintain income

0 0 106 5

Employment 1 4 295 15

Nonemployment 2 8 492 24

Combinations of the above 1 4 64 3

Total 14 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(Ns)
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Because distances are greater and populations are more dis-
persed in rural areas, funding for rural transportation systems
for the elderly should be proportionately higher per trip than
in urban areas.

Programs of grants and loans for revitalization, winteriza-
tion, and modification of housing should be increased to permit
independent living of older community residents.

Adult protective services should be mandated in all localities
with adequate funding for follow-up care.

Improve health concerns by providing more services and through
education

Virginia suggests improving the health problems of the elderly
by providing more services and through education. For example,
Virginia recommends:

Academic institutions should emphasize gerontological train-
ing for mental health professionals.

Older persons and family members should be educated and
counseled about the availability and appropriateness of com-
munity home-based health and social services in order to make
informed decisions about long-term care.

Long term facilities should improve their in-service educa-
tion among the entire staff, consultants, and volunteers to
assure an understanding of social and emotional needs of the
reside n ts.

Each local mental health agency must begin to develop new
modes for the delivery of clinical outreach serviced to the el-
derly such as in-home services and institutional care.

Eligibility requirements for public services should be made
more flexible so that service-delivery agencies might augment
families and other informal care-givers.

Virginia must develop a human services approach to meet-
ing the needs of tha elderly through a variety of community
actions to develop alternatives to nursing home care, including
a single coordinating information and referral system.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs
Virginia believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs as shown by the
following recommendations.

Efforts should be directed by Virginia toward overcoming
such barriers as limited income, transportation, physical con-
straints, and red tape which limit access to education and lei-
sure activities.

State and local funds should be allocated to educational and
leisure programs for older adults.

The media, the educational system, and community organi-
zations should increase public awareness about the process of
aging and the characteristics of the aged.

Funds should be appropriated for the Virginia Office of Con-
sumer Affairs for the purpose of consumer education, outreach
and other activities to acquaint all age groups especially the el-
derly about consumer frauds, deceptions and prudent purchas-
ing.

)
t
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IMPROVEMENTS TO f ACHIEVED IW STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
AND NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

About 87 percent of Virginia's recommendations suggest improv-
ing issues impacting on the elderly on al dimensions through state
and local governments and nongovernment sources. However, the
Nation recommends using the Federal government to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly (30 percent)
with nongovernment sources second (28 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

r:ecommeldations

Source of improvement Virginia

Numbe, Percent

Mahal

Number Percent

Federal Government 2 3 1,215 30
State and local government 26 44 439 11

federal and State government 1 2 666 16

Nongovernment 25 43 1,108 28
Combinations of the above 5 8 600 14

Total 59 100 4.028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGA,IIZATIONS

Virginia believes that existing organizations can provide the as-
sistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic,
and social problems (87 percent of their recommendations). This
recommendation was also made nationwide (41 percent) as the fol-
lowing table shows.

FROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prowler Virginia

Number

Itecommendatons

Nation

Percent Number Percent

legislator 1 2 511 14

Organizations ..... 51 81 1,651 41

Budget 3 5 1C1 19
Monitor 2 3 218 5

Research and rievelooment 2 3 291 8

Regulators 0 0 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total 59 100 4,028 100

,:Y SOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-six percent of Virginia's recommendations suggest process-
ing as the primary resource necessary for existing organizations to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly,
whereas the Nation believes more money (3(i percent) to be of im-
mediate importance.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources

Virginia Nation

Numter PercentNumber Percent

People 1 2 313 8

Money 7 12 1,449 36

Process 27 46 1,188 29

Material 2 3 120 3

People and money 18 30 690 17

Combinations of the above 4 7 268 7

Total 59 100 4,028 100
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WASHINGTON STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

WASHINGTON'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

We compared Washington's recommendations with those of the
Nation and found them to be similar. The following table shows
that Washington considers both social and ecomomic issues to be of
primary concern to the elderly, (44 and 40 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSIONS

Dimension

Washington Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Health . .
12 16 639 16

Economic . 31 40 2,043 51

Social .
34 44 1,346 33

Total 77 100 4,028 100

Economic situation can be improved by reducing costs
Washington, along with the Nation, believes the economic condi-

tion of the elderly can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis
of the economic dimension shows that 32 percent of Washington's
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the principal
method of relieving tit? financial burden on the elderly, a recom-
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent) as shown in the fol-
lowing table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WASHINGTON

Method of relieving financial burden

Costs.

Recommendations

Washington Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Reduce service costs .
10 32 164 37

Taxes 1 3 113 6

Reduce durable costs 5 16 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 3 10 106 5

Increase/maintain income

Employment 2 1 295 15

Nonemployment 6 19 49? 24

Combinations of the above 4 13 64 3

Total 31 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(192)
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Covering senior citizens for community-based mental health
services including outreach to the home, in addition to humane
and competent psychiatric hospital care on a sliding fee scale.

Covering -senior citizens for dental, eye, ear, hcaring and
food care and for prosthetic devices.

Providing social services free for those below a certain
income level.

Continuing legal services.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities or activities
and changing the attitude toward the elderly

Washington believes social concerns can be improved by provid-
ing more opportunities and activities and changing the public's at-
titude toward the elderly as shown by the following recommenda-
tions:

Congress should instruct all Federal departments to change
program regulations which discriminate against older women.

The Older Americans Act, which mandates that older pe,
sons with the greatest economic or social needs receive prefer-
ence in aging programs, should be vigorously enforced.

Congress should provide authority and appropriate funding
under the Older Americans Act to encourage the self-advocacy
programs of senior Aizen's organizations.

Representatives of the older population should be regularly
involved in public policy decision making.

Improve health concerns by providing more and better services
Washington suggests providing more and better services as a

method of improving the health problems of the elderly. For exam-
ple, Washington recommends:

Health care services should be made more convenient for
older persons by simplifying forms, billing procedures, and re-
quirements.

Senior citizens should have full information about their
health problems, treatment choices, and probable outcomes.

Federal government should ensure an adequate supply of
nursing home beds for those who need them, close to their
home community.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Washington's recommendations show the primary source of im-
provement on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is
the Federal government, a conclusion reached by the Nation.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of impfovernen1

RecommendatonS

Washington Nalco

Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 56 73 1,215 30

Nongovernment 10 13 1,108 28

Federal and Stale governments 5 6 666 16

Slate and local government 1 1 439 11
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIALCONDITIONSContinued

Sane of improvement

Rocommendatiorts

Washington Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Combination of the above . 5 7 600 15

Total. 17 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH LEGISLATION

Contrary to the views the Nation, Washington believes that legis-
lation can resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting
the elderly (26 percent of their recommendations) as shown by the
following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE FOR THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Provo* Washington Notice

Number Percent Number Percent

Legislators 20 26 577 14

Organizations 9 12 1,651 41

Budget 17 22 767 19

Monitor 13 17 218 5

Research and development 15 19 297 8

Regulators 3 4 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total .
77 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECON014.1IC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Washington recommends increased funding (money) and process-
ing as the primary methods for improving the health, economic,
and social conditions of the elderly, a view also shared by the
Nat ion (76 and 65 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS

NeSOtirtel

Washington

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

People 3 4 313 8

Money 29 38 1,449 36

Material 4 5 120 3

Process 29 38 1,188 29

People and money 8 10 690 17

Combinations of the above 4 5 268 7

Total 11 100 4,028 100
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WEST VIRGINIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

WEST VIRGINIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

West Virginia's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those
of the Nation. As shown in the following table, both West Virginia
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern
of the elderly (60 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Dimension

West Virginia Nation

Plumber Percent Number Percent

Health .
6 7 639 16

Economic. 53 60 2,043 51

social .
30 33 1,346 33

Total 89 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
West Virginia, along with the Nation, believes the economic con-

dition of the elderly can be improved by reducing costs. An analy-
sis of the economic dimension shows that 38 percent of West Vir-
ginia's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the best
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly. This sug-
gestion was also made by the Nation (37 percent), as shown in the
following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WEST VIRGINIA

Method of relieving financial burden

Recommendations

Wes! Virginia

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Costs

Reduce service cost. . . . 20 38 764 37

Taxes 0 0 113 6

Reduce durable costs. 9 17 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs

increase/maintain income

3 5 106 5

Employment . 9 17 295 15

Nonemplament 12 23 492 24

Combinations of the above . .
0 0 64 3

Total 53 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(195)
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A county interagency council, along with the Area Agency
monitor service providers, assure that the elderly receive all
due benefits and services.

A national policy be developed and implemented that gives
priority to the use of Federal funds for services that assist
people to remain in their homes.

Transportation funds be distributed equitably to assure
availability to even very rural areas and to expand transporta-
tion services where none is available.

An additional support system be provided to develop new nu-
trition sites and explore new service delivery systems.

Improve social concerns by changing attitudes toward the elderly
and providing more opportunities

West Virginia believes social concerns can be improved by chang-
ing the public attitude toward the elderly and by providing more
opportunities. For example West Virginia recomments:

Educate all age groups to clear up undesirable myths.
Portray a more realistic and accurate practice of the aging

process by the media.
Reduce barriers such as individual and public apathy, and

lack of funds.
Establish a nationwide educational program to eliminate

false ideas related to aging.
Make available higher education institutions to the elderly

for conferences.
Establish innovative methods to educate consumers through

the use of advocacy groups, radio, TV, and neighborhood watch
groups.

Reinforce nutrition services by providing meaningful nutri-
tion education.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

West Virginia, like the Nation, believes the source of improve-
ment on all dimensions for issues affecting the elderly is the Feder-
al Government. Thirty-six percent of West Virginia's recommenda-
tions suggest the Federal government as the primery source of im-
provement with state and local governments second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

g,cominendahms

Smirce of improvement West Vilna

Number Percent

Natqn

Number Percent

federal government . 32 36 1,215 30

Slate and local government 23 26 439 11

federal arid Slate government 9 10 666 16

Nongovernment 21 24 1,108 28

Combinations or the ate,,. 4 4 600 15

Total 89 100 4,028 100
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As shown in the following table, West Virginia specifies that im-
provemer.ts relating to social issues should be the responsibility of
state and local governments, (37 percent) health issues the respon-
sibility of both the Federal government and non-government
sources (33 percent), and economic improvements for the elderly
should be the Federal government's responsibility (45 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recontramdatiorts by dimension

Source of improvement
Health

Num-

Der
Percent

Econome Social

Number Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 2 33 24 45 6 20

State and kxal government 1 17 11 21 11 37

Federal and State government 0 0 6 11 3 10

Nongovernment 2 33 11 21 8 27

Other 1 17 1 2 2 6

Total 6 100 53 100 30 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

West Virginia's recommendations suggest that most health, eco-
nomic, and social issues impacting on the elderly can be resolved
through organizations already in existance (47 percent of their rec-
ommendations). The following table shows the Nation agrees with
this recommendation.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prouder

Recommendations

West Virginia

Number Percent

Nation

PercentNumber

legislator 14 16 577 14

Organizations 42 41 1,651 41

Budget 14 16 761 19

Monitor 15 11 218 5

Research and development I l 291 8

Regulators 3 3 213 5

Combinations of the above 0 0 305
__.

8

Total 89 100 4.028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Unlike the Nation, West Virginia recommends processing as the
primary resource necessary to improve the health, economic, and
social conditions of the elderly (44 percent of their recommenda-
tions).
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Resource

West Viriutra

No* Percent

Nato

Number Perrot

Process 39 44 1,188 29

People 5 5 313 8

Hooey 13 15 1,449 36

Material 10 11 120 3

People and money 21 24 690 11

Combinations of the above 1 1 268 7

Total 89 100 4,028 100

202



WISCONSIN STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE '.980's

WISCONSIN'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION'S

Wisconsin's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those
throughout the Nation. The following table shows both Wisconsin
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern
of the elderly (50 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

wisconsm Hatton

Dimenstoo
Number Percent Number Percent

Health 21 20 639 16

Economic 54 50 2,043 51

Social 32 30 1,346 33

Total 107 100 4,028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs
Wisconsin recommends reducing costs as well as increasing and/

or maintaining income as the best way to improve the elderly's eco-
nomic condition. A further analysis of the economic dimension
shows that 39 percent of Wisconsin's recommendations suggest re-
ducing costs and 43 percent of Wisconsin's recommendations sug-
gest increasing and/or maintaining income as the primary method
of relieving the financial burden on the elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WISCONSIN

Method of relieving financial burden Wisconsin

Number

Recommendation

Percent

28

2

5

4

151
28

18

100

Nature

Number Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs

Taxes

Reduce durable costs

Reduce nondurable costs

Increase/maintain income.

Employment

Nonemployment

Combinations of the above

Total

15

1

3

2

8

15

10

54

39

3

764

113

209

106

295

492

64

2,043

37

6

10

5

15

24

3

100

1 199,

2 3
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Specific recommendations on how the economic condition, can be
improved by reducing costs include:

Design services to enable the elderly to purchase services by
using vouchers, voluntary contributions, grants to individuals
or funding arrangements which follow the individual across
agencies or "systems".

Utilize resources for transportation for the elderly to main-
tain and improve public and specialized transportation systems
for both urban and rural areas.

Title XVIII and XIX funds for outrew,n, outpatient, and
other non-institutional services shall be expanded.

Private insurance coverage for mental health services shall
be liberalized for the elderly.

Specific recommendations on how the economic condition can be
improved by increasing/maintaining income include:

Investigate the natural support systems for the care of the
elderly, especially the family and other natural caretakers, in
order to promote and strengthen the role of family and other
societal and community resources in providing the least re-
strictive and most humane care.

Encourage emplcyers and unions to allow both males and fe-
males gradual retirement through flexible, ex,landed employ-
ment options.

Consider General Revenue as a potential stable funding
source for the Social Security system.

Social issues are concerned with discriminatory practices against
the elderly

Most of Wisconsin's issues regarding the social well-being of the
elderly are concerned with society's negative attitudes toward
aging which are often displayed in discriminatory practices. Exam-
ples of some of the social issues Wisconsin is concerned about in-
clude:

Discrimination based on age shall be prohibited in all em-
ployment practices by state and federal laws.

Public policy and programming, educational offerings, and
the media shall be encouraged to help older adults achieve a
better self-image and recognize their own potential and abili-
ties.

Elementary, secondary, and higher educational curricula
shall include the study of aging within the total life cycle of
human development and shall emphasize positive and accurate
non-stereotyped views of the elderly.

wove health concerns by providing better mental health services
and more research

Wisconsin recommends providing better mental health services
and more research to improve the health problems cf the elderly.
Specific recommendations include:

Nutrition sites, senior centers, and other congregate settings
shall be utilized more extensively for individual assessments,
referrals, and group mental health services.

Private enterprise and foundations shall be encouraged to al-
locate funds for pure and applied research in aging.
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Research in health, mental health, social and developmental
aspects of aging shall address as a priority issue: maintenance
of health.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Wisconsin's recommendations, unlike most of the Nation, show
the primary source of improvement on all dimensions for issues im-
pacting on the elderly is nongovernment sources. Thirty-seven per-
cent of Wisconsin's recommendations suggest non-government as
the primary source for improvement as opposed to 28 percent na-
tionwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THF. ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Reccenrneonatos
_ .

Source of imminent Wisconsin New

Number PercentNumber Percent

Federal Government 22 21 1,215 30

State and local government 14 13 439 11

Federal and State government 18 17 666 16

Nongovernment 40 37 1,108 28

Combinations of the above 13 12 600 15

Total 107 100 4.028 100

If we break out the recommendations by dimension, however, we
can se *' that Wisconsin believer the primary responsibility for
issues relating to the elderly's health and social concerns should
rest with nongovernment sources. However, Wisconsin believes the
Federal Governinent is the best source for assisting the elder ly
with economic problems.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by oimension

Source of improvement Han

Number Percent

forme

Number Pount

Social

Number Perunt

Federal Government . 2 10 18 33 2 6

Slate and local government 0 G 8 15 6 19

Federal and State government 2 10 13 24 3 9

Nongovernment 16 76 7 13 11 53

Other 1 4 8 15 4 13

Total 21 100 54 100 3. 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Wisconsin believes most health, economic, and social issues of
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations,
a belief held by the Nation. As the table below shows, Wisconsin
suggests that 46 percent of its recommendations can be carried out
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide.
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prom* Wixom

Number

Recommendation

Nation

Percent Number Percent

legislator 9 8 577 14

Orginitations 49 46 1,°51 41
Budget 19 18 767 19

Monitor 5 5 218 5

Research and development 18 17 297 8

Regulator 6 5 213 5

Combinations of the above 1 1 305 8

Total 107 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Thirty-nine percent of Wisconsin's recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the necessary resource to enable the
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent)
as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources
Wisconsin Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

People ... 14 13 313 8

Money . 42 39 1,449 36
Material .. 1 1 120 3
Process 26 24 1,188 29
People and money. 7 7 690 17

Combinations of the above 17
A

268 7

Total 107 100 4,028 100
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WYOMING STATE ISSUES JN AGING FOR THE 1980'A

WYOMING'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

We compared the recommendations made by Wyoming regarding
the elderly with those of the Nation and found them to be similar.
The following table shows the elderly in Wyoming and the Nation
are primarily concerned with economic issues (69 and 51 percent,
respectively) with social issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Dimeosron
Wyoming Nation

Number Percent Number Percent

Health 8 7 639 16
Economic 16 69 7,04,1 51

Social 21 24 1,346 33

Total 111 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
Wyoming and the Nation suggest reducing costs as the best

method of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A fur-
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 50 percent of
Wyoming s recommendations propose reducing service costs as the
principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a
recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as shown in
the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WYOMING

Method of relieving financial burden Wyoming

Number

Recommendations

Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Costs.

Reduce service cost .... 38 50 164 37
Taxes .. 3 4 113 6

Reduce durable costs 15 20 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 5 1 106 5

Increase/maintain income

Employment ...... 5 1 295 15

Nonemployment. 9 11 492 24

Combinations of the above. 1 1 64 3

Total 16 Lou 2,043 100

Some recommendations made by Wyoming to reduce service
costs include:
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Curtail rate increases for energy costs.
Moderation in doctor, hospital, and nursing home charges.
Continue to develop existing progr ,ns with special emp'iasis

on meals 7 days a week especially i.nphasizing home-delivered
meals.

Improve in-home services including homemaker and home
health care as an alternative to nursing homes.

Use part of severance tax for services for seniors.
Emphasize services for frail elderly.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs
Wyoming recommends focusing on a combination of programs to

improve the social concerns of their elderly (93 percent of their rec-
ommendations). Specific recommendations include:

Extend the hours of the senior centers to include evenings
and weekends and extend the planned activities to include ex-
ercise facilities, study areas, musicals, etc.

Expand senior center hours to cover 7 days a week.
Organize a community skills bank witIA all ages involved.
Project a positive image of the elderly.
Bridge the gap between generations through communica-

tions, passing on of skills, etc.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES

Twenty-six percent cf Wyoming's recommendations suggest im-
proving issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of
sources with non-government sources second (25 percent).

SOURCE FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Sant Of improvement Wyoming

Number Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Federal Government 22 20 1,215 30

State and local government 18 16 439 11

Federal and State government . 14 13 666 16

Nongovernment . 28 25 1,108 28

Other combrnalions
99 26 600 15

Total 111 100 4,028 100

As shown in the following table, a breakout of each dimension
shows that Wyoming believes a combination of sources could im-
prove economic issues, Federal and state governments should be re-
sponsible for improving health issues with non-government sources
responsible for improving social issues.
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SOUK! I OR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source ef improvement
Health

Recommendations by dimension

Economic Social

Num.
ter Perceit Hunter Percent Number Percent

Federal Government 0 0 19 25 3 11

Slate and local government 0 0 11 14 7 26

Fedeal and State government 4 50 1 9 3 11

Nongovernment 2 25 18 24 8 30
Other combinations 2 25 21 28 6 22

Total 8 100 16 100 21 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Wyoming and the Nation believe that existing organizations can
provide and help needed to resolve most health, economic, and
social conditions impacting on the elderly (5 and 41 percent, respec-
tively) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provide! Wyoming

Hunter

Recommendations

Percent

Nation

Number Percent

Legislator 10 9 511 14

Orgamza lions 63 51 1.651 41

Budget 22 20 161 19

Monitor 6 5 218 5

Research and development 2 2 291 8

Rekulalor 3 3 213 5

'ombinations ul the above 5 4 305 8

Total 111 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Thirty-three percent of Wyoming's recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a recommen-
dation also made by the Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATION

Recroucm
Wyoming

Number Pen en!

Nation

Number Percent

Penole 4 3 313 8

Money 3/ 33 1,449 36

Material I I 10 120 3

Poxes-, 24 2? 1,188 29

Pimple and money 31 28 690 11

Combination-, of the 4Ixwe 4 4 268 1

Total III 100 4,018 100
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