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FOREWORD

In 1980, State Conferences on Aging weir> held in preparation for
the 1981 White House Conference on Aging. These conferences al-
lowed younger and older citizens, organizations, academicians and
government leaders to voice their concerns regarding older Ameri-
cans within cach State. These concerns became the issues and focus
of the 1981 White House Conference on Aging.

The information gathered by the States is important because it
presents a grassroot opinion about the needs of this special popula-
tion. As the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Select Commit-
tee on Aging, we recognized the need to preserve information de-
veloped by the States and are pleased to present this summary
compiled by the United States Genieral Accounting Office (GAO).

The report is a catalogue of economic, social and health issues of
importance us expressed by older Americans. The data used was
gathered during each of the 50 State mini-White House Confer-
ences on Aging held in preparation for the 1981 White House Con-
ference on Aging. The intent of this report was to produce a docu-
ment that highlighted each State's senior citizen viewpoint from
not only an individual State but a national perspective. Such infor-
mation can and will provide a meaningful basis for planning and
development in the area of aging and act as a baseline for future
comparisons.

We wish to acknowledge the tremendous efforts of Mr. William
Laurie of GAO who coordinated the compiling of this report. The
model used to analyze the issues was created by Mr. Wilbert
Ammann, and the extensive analysis of the 4,000 issues developed
by the States was performed by Ms. Margaret Sommers, Ms.
Marion Becker (deceased), and Ms. Theresa Walter of GAO. We
would also like to acknowledge the efforts of Ms. Sheila Duffy of
the Committee staff who supervised the compiling of this docu-
ment. Their efforts made possible the publication of this report.

Epwagrp R. RoysaL,
Chairman.
MATTHEW J. RINALDO,
Ranking Minority Member.
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AN OVERVIEW

Using our model, we first looked to see what dimension had the
greatest number of issues nationally. We determined that most of
the issues fell into the economic dimensicn (2,043), followed by the
social dimension (1,346) and then health (639), as shown in the fol-
lowing table. Of a total of 4,028 recommendations, 51 percent of the
recommendations concern economic issues, 33 percent social issues,
and 16 percent health issues. Economic concerns are dominant in
36 States and make up 60 percent or more of the issues in Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylva-
nia, Tennessee, and Wyoming. In these States, economic issues ac-
count frorn between 60 percent to 78 percent of the recommenda-
tions. Social concerns are dominant in 12 states and make up more
than 50 percent of the issues in Alabama, New Hampshire, and
Vermont. In these States, social issues range from between 53 per-
veat to H8 percent of the issues. Health was dominant (42 percent)
}n onlly one State, Virginia. Florida's concerns are distributed uni-

ormly.

SUMMARY OF STATES' ISSUES BY DIMENSION

Heatth Economic Social Tolal

States Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent
AIBBIMA oo s e oo 12 15 25 k]| 4 54 8l 100
Alsska ... ... 5 12 L} 51 13 3l 8 100
AnZond . . . e 16 18 3 ] 3 40 9 100
ARBRSAS . . L s 18 2 20 kk} 23 k! ] 61 100
California . . S, I 10 4 n 13 19 69 100
Coloreo. ... ... .. o 43 26 8 51 k! | 23 166 100
Conneetiett ... . 9 12 50 64 19 L} 18 100
Delamare. ..o o s e 8 18 2 51 11 25 4 100
FIOMGE . o 6 30 I 3 I 3 20 100
Georgia . . . e e 11 17 3 46 25 K} 67 100
Hawan . . .. .. . . e 14 16 64 14 9 10 8 100
Idahe - S 5 16 19 61 I 3 3 100
Wllinots . . o . 2 4 2 13 10 a3 44 100
Indiana e e ¢ 20 k]| 52 17 2 60 100
lowa . e 16 25 25 39 3 36 64 100
Kansas . e 20 13 93 60 43 2 156 100
Kentucky L 17 18 ki 39 41 4 9% 100
Louisiana . .. 1 11 52 51 3 38 102 100
Mane . .. C e 2 3 40 56 29 4] n 100
Maryland . . .. . . . 26 2 65 55 2 3 118 100
Massachuses ... .. .o 16 14 4 3 56 4 118 100
Michgan . .. . ... .. 3 15 66 45 59 0 148 100
Minnesola .. 26 2 5% 45 4 k1] 123 100
Mississippr 5] 1§ 3 4 3 43 84 100
Missourt . ! 2 18 58 ] L} ki 120
Montana , e 5 10 Fi] 58 16 2 50 100

Nebraska S 3 b 38 10 13 4 54 100
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SUMMARY OF STATES' ISSUES BY DIMENSION—Continued

Staes e s e e

Nevada ... 2 5 R 18 1 17 4 100
New Hampshire . 5 1 7 36 25 53 4 100
New Jersey . .. .. 2 8 16 67 6 25 A 10
New Mexico. 1 0 k1 67 1 13 5 100
New York . .. 2 2 6! 68 3 3 94 100
North Carclina. KK} 18 62 KK} 90 49 185 100
Nrth Dakota. 16 17 46 48 k! 35 9% 100

QOklahoma ... 19 18 5 54 9 28 105 100
Oregen ... 22 7 81 62 28 a 131 100
Pennsylvania 1§ 14 51 66 15 20 7 100
Rhode 18IaNG . ... .. . oo o e 5 9 U 43 a 48 5 100
South Carohna.. ... . .. e e 14 16 4 50 30 k! 88 100
South Dakota . ... .. ... 4 14 ) 59 8 a 2 100
TEODESSER..........ccoocor vrvers comsrermrsrsnsssnssssneines 3 15 15 15 2 10 20 100
L[5 7 . S 5 10 3 4 p] 46 52100
Utah e I | ] 19 3l 3 38 45 8 100
Vermont A 13 18 17 p] 4 58 72100
Virginia e e 25 4 pl] 4l 10 n 59 100
Washinglon .~ . . e s 12 16 3 40 kL 4 10
West Virgma . . 6 7 53 5 30 K} 88 100
Wisconsin... N | 2 54 50 3 30 107 100
Wyoming e 8 1 76 69 2 4 1 100
Distrect of Columbe = . e 13 12 45 4 45 4 103 100
Total .ot s e s 039 2,043 1,346 4,028

When we collapse all three dimensions together (health, econom-
ic, and social), our analysis shows that in 57 percent of the recom-
mendations, the Federal, state, and local governments are syeciﬁ-
cally mentioned as the source of improvements. The States’ sug-
gested non-governmental organizations as the recommended source
for improvements in 28 percent of the recommendations, as shown
in the following table.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of mprovement Reou ‘
" B asiniisatndi AN
o o L Numbet Percent
Federal government . 125 30
Federal and state govemmeat . . 666 16 57
State and local government 439 11
Non-government . .. . 1,108 28
Combinations of the above e et e . 15

Total . e e e e e+ 4,028 100

We noted that 25 States and the District of Columbia emphasized
the use of non-government sources for improving their situation;
and, in fact, four of the States specified the use nf non-governmen-
ta! sources in over 50 percent of their recommendations. These
States are Alabama, Florida, North Dakota, and Utah. We also
noted that three of these four States as well as many other States
that stressed the use of noi.-governmental sources of improvement,
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emphasized socinl issues as their primary problems. While most
States that stressed government scurces, emphasized economic or
health issues.

More money needed to improve conditions of the elderly

In over 35 percent of the recommendations for all three dimen-
sions (health, economic and social) more expenditures are directly
involved. Tennessee specified that 95 percent of its elderly issues
could be addressed with more money. And, ten other States (Dela-
ware, Georgia, California, Maine, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico,
Ohio, South Dakota, and Texas), recommended additional funds to
assist them in 50 percent or more of their elderly issues.

A majority of States (35) believed improvements in the condition
(health, economic, and social dimensions) of the elderly in their
States could be made through existing organizations. Only three
States, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Washington recommend that
the majority of their elderly issues be addressed through legisla-
tion. Only one State, South Carolina, suggests that the elderly’s
concerns be resolved through research and development.

Economic condition improved through reduced service costs

Regarding how to improve the elderly’s economic condition, 58
percent of those recommendations concerned reducing costs, 39 per-
cent concerned increasing and/or maintaining income, and 3 per-
cent combinations, as shown in the following table:

Recommendations
Method of mproving economc dimension Tt T e e
Number Percent

Increase/maintain income

Employment , 295 15 3

Nonemployment e s+ e e 492 P
Reduce costs

Taxes e e e 13 6

Reduce durable costs - e e e 209 10 ] 58

Reduce nondurat ‘e costs.. e e e 106 5

Reduce service costs e e e 164 N
Combinations of the above e e 64 3

Total . e 2,043 100

Looking at recommendations by State, 82 States and the District
of Columbia, suggested reducing the cost of services as the best way
to improve the economic dimension of the elderly. Many of these
suggestions include recommendations concerning Medicare/Medic-
aid. For example, some States recommended:

Medicare include home care.
Medicare include diagnostic and preventative services.
Medicaid eligibility and benefits be reevaluated.

The States’ recommendations emphasized that costs be reduced
through affecting intermediaries so that they will reduce the costs
of their services.

To the extent that State's recommendations concerned the main-
tenance of income, this income maintenance was to be assured by

8
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affecting employers (both government and non-government) so that
they will provide appropriate pensions.

Multiple roles enhance the social condition of the elderly

The States’ recommendstions perceive the elderly as performing
multiple roles in improving their sc“ial condition. These roles in-
clude consumer, employee, a seeker of assistance, and as a resident.
In 39 of the States and the District of Columbia a combination of
these roles was the primary recommendation.

Of the remaining, 10 had specific recommendations stating they
preferred social improvements to affect them where they live or in
their role as a resident. These 10 States include Alaska, Connecti-
cut, Hawaii, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Nebraska, Pennsylvania,
Utah, and West Virginia.

A primary concern of the elderly in their role as a resident is the
impact of housing on their social dimension. Some of the recom-
mendations included:

Determine the feasibility of using zoning ordinances to en-
courage development of “shared housing”.

Provide congregate housing for the elderly which shall in-
clude the services needed by the resident.

In addition to our analysis of the elderly in multiple roles, we
looked at other factors impacting on the social dimension. Continu-
ing education and education for learning how to thrive as well as
cope in a changing world were important areas {o the elderly. Rec-
ommendations included improving the image of the elderly por-
trayed in the media and the attitudes of others (through their edu-
cation) regarding the elderly.

Improved health condition through research and development

Many States’ recommendations concerning health matters focus
on research and development. Sixteen of the 50 States and the Dis-
trict of Coiumbia identified research and development issues in
their recommendations regarding health. These States California,
Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana, Massa-
chusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Jersey, New Mexico, Penn-
sylvania, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming selected rescarch and de-
velopment as the primary help for addressing health concerns.
These recommendations include:

Increase funding should be made available for research in
geriatric medicine.
Continue studying organic brain syndrome.

Other recommendations addressed manpower needs, licensing,
and in-home health care, such as:

Assessing future manpower needs in gerontology.

Establishing certification and licensing standards for geron-
tological health care personnel.

Providing more health care in the home.




METHODOLOGY FOR SUMMARIZING STATE’B’RECOMMENDATIONB IN
AGING FOR THE 1980’s

STATE CONFERENCES IDENTIFIED AGING ISSUES

State Conferences on Aging were held in each of the states and
territories from September 1980 through June 1981. The state con-
ferences allowed citizens, organizations, and government leaders to
examine the quality of life for older Americans within each state
and to analyze the capacity of existing programs and social institu-
tions that serve the needs of this special gopulation. Organized by
the state coordinators, and in some cases by state steering commit-
tees, the state conferences were designed so that the views of the
local and the state citizenry might be assimilated in order to pre-
pare formal recommendations for the White House Conference on
Aging. Those recommendations are the basis for this distillation of
the major concerns of the elderly at the state and national leveis.

A MODEL TO ANALYZE STATE ISSUES

We developed a model for examining the state recommendations.
Essentially, the Model consists of three dimensions: (1) health, (2)
economic, (3) social, and (4) six levels of information relevant to
each dimension. The interior of the model accommodates informa-
tion about the capabilities of the elderly; the second level concerns
rroblems that account for a person’s loss of capahility; the third
evel accounts for helTs given to overcome or reduce the effects of

roblems; the fourth level accounts for the %roviders of help; the
ifth level accounts for the resources that establish the capability of
the provider system; and the sixth level accounts for the persons
who affect those resources (See page ¥ for the Model).

Each recommendation was uniquely fashioned by the state with-
out the aid of this Model. However, each recommendation was
made relative to the context of (1) the extent that current needs of
the elderly were being satisfied locally, and (2) local, state, and na-
tional statements regarding the health of the economy. This con-
text provided sufficient commonality within recommendations to
e}rlxali}[e dol;l' coding them and statistically compiling results using
the Model.

GUIDELINES FOR CODING MODEL

4 The first step is to identify the most x}ppropriate dimension

that a recommendation concerns. This identification is difficult be-

cause the subject is not sufficient. The same subject can be covered

in each of the three dimensions; for example, the subject of long
term care (LTC).

If LTC is in short supply and there are persons needing such

care and there are not enough facilities or sufficiently trained

(5)

10




6

and available rersonnel to provide needed care, the recommen-
dation probably concerns the provision of more LTC; that is,
the health dimension.

If LTC were available but a person or family could not afford
the LTC, the recommendation probably concerns some ways
for making LTC more affordable; that is, the economic dimen-
sion.

If LTC were available but .nly provided survival and not
thriving activities, the recommendation probably concerns the
inclusion of thriving activities; that is, the social dimension.

Therefore, the subject and the pu of the recommendation
are both necessary and sufficient for identifying the appropriate di-
mension for a recommendation.

B. The next step is to identify the likely source of problem that
the recommendation appears to be assuming. This source is associ-
ated with the appropriate dimension. The remainder of these
guidelines is therefore by dimension.

C. Health Dimension.—In this dimension, the first major catego-
ry of interest is the aspect of a person’s health that the recommen-
dation seems to be concerned about:

(1) General/Unspecified

(2) Physical

(3) Mental

(4) Physical and Mental

Given the concern, the next category concerns what kind of help
is being recommended:

(1) More/Provide

(2) Better/Improve

(3) Process/Method

(4) Learning/R&D/Study

(5) Other Combinations

Given the kind of help recomn.ended, the next category is the lo-
cation that help is desired:

(1) Location Unspecified

(2) Rural areas

(3) Urban/Inner City

(4) Communities

(5) Home

(6) Institutions

(7) Urban/Rural

(8) Other Combinations

D. Economic Dimension.—In this dimension, the first category of
interest is whether the recommendation concerns the following
aspect.
(1) Increase Income
(2) Maintain Income
(3) Reduce Outgo/Costs

The next catego.y concerns the way income and outgo is to be
affected by the recommendation:

For increase/maintain income:
(1) Through employment and its benefits.
(2) Through non-employment programs, like i) crease in
social security benefits.
For reducing outgo/costs:

11




(3) Through taxes.
(4) Cost of durables, like housing.
(5) Cost of non-durables, like energy.
(6) Cost of services, like transportation, repairs.
(1) Two or more.
The next category concerns how the recommendation would be
implemented:
(1) Affecting the elderly like through training.
(2) Affecting employers/intermediaries—e.g. add more jobs,
etc.
@ Affecting a process/method—e.g. dental coverage included
in insurance coverage.
E. Social Dimension.—In this dimension, the first category con-
cerns the source of the apparer.t problem:
(1) Self.
(2) Others.
(3) Media.
(4) Two or more.
The next category concerns the role the elderly is in when the
problem is encountered:
(1) As a resident; for example, housing safety.
(2) Consumer.
(3) Employee.
(4) Seeker of assistance.
(5) Two or more.
The next category in this dimension is how the recommended
Help might affect the elderly:
(1) Opportunities/Alternatives, like more transportation.
(2) Activities/Capabilities.
(3) Feelings/Attitudes.
(4) Social Values.
(5) Two or more of the above.




#. Remaining Codes:
Jtate codes.—Identify each state by using une of the follow-

ing 2-digit codes:

N ate No. Sate

0l Naama 27 New Hampshire
02 Arizona 28 New Jersey
03 Arkensas 29 New Mexico
™ Catifornia 30 New York
08 Connecticut 31 North Carolina
06 Oelaware 32 North Dakota
07 Florida 33 Ohio
04 Georgia 34 Oklahoms
09 Hawaii 35 Oregon
10 Idahn 36 Pennsylvania
1 iFnois 37 Khode tsland
12 Indiane 38 South Carolina
13 lowa 39 South Dakots
14 Kansas 40 Tennassee
15 Kentucky 41 Texas
16 Louisiana 42 Jah
1 Maine 43 Vermont
18 4 Virginia
19 Massachusstts 45 Washington
20 Michigan 46 Wisconsin
2 Minnesots 47 Wyoming
2] Mississippl 48 District of Columbia
3 Missouri 49 ANk
] Montara 50 Colorado
25 Nebrasks 51 West Virginia
26 Nevada

Help providers.—As a general rule, identify the provider that the
recommendation mentions. When the recommendation mentions
no provider, deduce the likely provider by what is identified; that
is, if the recommendation pertains to a feders] program like social
security or ‘ederal taxes, then the feceral government is the pro-
vider involved.

Help system capability resources.—These resources are processes,
Wrsons, money, and ma‘~rials (including supplies and facilities).

hat is desired is what resources would likely be affected the most
if the recommendation were implemented.

Change fashioners.—This identification is of the role of the per
sons who would likely be involved to implemer.t the recommenda-
tion initially or else ti;e recommendation would l.‘kehy not be imple-
mented; for example, a change in the tax law would likely involve
legislators. Additional clarification of the role of th. change fash-
ioner follows:

Change fushioners and rle

Legislators: Government, like new legislation needed.

Organizers: Government and non-gove=..nent, like internal
structura) changes.

Budgeters: Law exists, like need more funds.

Monitors: Government, like review, study, or oversight.

Developers: Government or private sector, like R&D to change
structure.

13
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Regulators: Regulations. i.e., Medicare/Medi :9id.
In summary, a full code for a recommendation in any dimensisn
requires 13 coded items of information:

Two digits as a state code.

Two digits to identify the state recommendation number.

Two digits to identify the state sub-recommendation nuraber.

One digit to indicate the dimension.

Three digits to identify the problems and helps within each
dimension.

One digit to identify the help provider; that is, federal, state
and local government, federal and state government, non-gov-
ernment (or industry), or family-friend.

One digit to identify the resources essential to implement
the recommendation; that is, processes, persons, money, mate-
rials, or combinations of them.

One digit to identify the category of persons who must *ct on
the recommendation initially, that is, legi:lators, organizers,
budgeters, monitors, developers, or regulators.

G. Coding Examples: A fully coded recommendation would con-
sist of 13 digits as fo! ows:
Health Dimension Recommendations.—Recommendation supgests
funding of the Mental Health Ass’;tance Act.
1—Alabama
01—Recommendation Number
01—Sub-recommendation Number
1—Health Dimension
3—Mental Aspect
1—More/Provide
1—Location Unspecified
1--Federal (help provider)
3—Money (Capability resource involved)
1—Legislators (fashion agpropriation)
0101011311131—Full code is 13 digits.
Economic Dimencion Recommendations.—Recommendation sug-
gests allowing elderly interest and dividend tax deductions.
02—Alaska

01—Kecommendation Number

01—Sub-recommendation Number

2—Economic Dimension

3—Reduce Outgo

1—Thru Taxes
3—Affecting a Process
1—Federal
1—Process
1—Legislators
0201012313111 —Full code is 13 digits.
Social Dimension Recomm:endation.—Recommendation inv-..ves
providing protective services for the elderly.
03—Arizona
01—Recommendation Number
01—Sub-recommendation Number

3—Social Dimension

2—Others are the problem

1—As a resident
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4—S8ocial ‘/alues (overall-well-being)

2—State and Local Government

5—Two or more resources

1—Legislators set policy/program in motion.
0301013214251—Full 13-digit code.

In this example, the elderly needs protection from others in the
community where the person resides, and although this may be a
local matter, it ma: need some impetus from the state or local leg-
islators. Under government leadership, the assistance might in-
volve the use of police officers to establish and train community
watchers and life-lines for elderly in their home and on the streets.

H. Special Note: Although our informal test indicates that most
recommendations can be categorized using the model, some recom-
mendaticns may not lend themselves towards this categorization.
For any ‘ecommendation or portion of a recommendation that is
undeterminable, use “9”. However, there are two exceptions: the
state code and the specific reconymendation itself. For example, if
everything but the two indicated items were unknown, the code for
an Alabama recommendation would be:

0101019999999—Assuming this were the first recommendation
and sub-recommendation for Alabama.




Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Model for Analyzing states' Recommendations

ERIC

1., LEGISLATORS
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ALABAMA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF ALABAMA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views nationwide, Alabama’s recommendations
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with
economic issues next in importance. Over 50 percent of their rec-
ommendetions focus on the social dimension.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Naams Nation
Dxmensions o
) Number Percent Number Percent
Health ........ et e e e s teeess et 12 15 639 16
BCOMOMIC. ......ccoooeeeeecr e rerre criceesesssansssas wonssssisssnssrssas s 25 3 2,043 51
SO0 . ....oooosresinrsne s essssnss e 4 54 1,346 33

L . 8l 100 4,028 100

Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly

Alabama believes the economic condition of the elderly can be
improved by reducinF costs, a belief shared nationwide, as shown
in the following table. Forty percent of Alabama’s recommenda-
tions in the economic diraension pro reducing service costs to
relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This was also the lead-
ing recommendation made nationwide.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON ALABAMA'S ELDERLY

Method of rebeving financial burden o _Al_algm o M
N _ Number Percent Number Percent
Costs
Reduce SBrVice COStS..................... - covvoerocre e 10 40 164 kY
LE7 S ? 8 113 6
Reduce durable costs . ... . ot b 24 208 10
Reduce nondurable costs.... . . ... 3 12 106 §
Increase/maintain ncome:;
Employment . . . . 1 4 295 15
Nomemphoyment .. ... .. 3 12 492 A4
Combinations of the above .. . ... ...t v s s 0 o L. 3
Total ... .. i e e et s e resne s 2 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
(13
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Seek policy changes in the Medicaid program which would
include payment for services to older people in their own
homes.

Provide uniform discounts for elderly by providers of public
transportation during non-peak hours.

Have more available funds allocated to home health services
which er.able elderly to remain independent.

Explore extcnsions of meals on wheels program througn
churches/synagogues, provide meals 7 days instead of 5 days
where needed, and use of church kitchens to prepare meals for
home delivery.

Improved social concerns through combining programs

Alabama believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown in the
following recommendations.

Urge the Farmers Home Administration to make greater
outreach efforts to educate the rural elderly about opportuni-
ties currently available to them.

Have old school and military buses refurbished and >quipped
with lifts for elderly handicapped persons and furnish them to
service providers to transport the elderly.

Involve elderly in planning and carrying out plans related to
their activities providing opportinities for self expression and
continued growth.

Develop local interfaith committees to set policy for address-
ing the needs of the elderly and to identify older persons to be
trained as leaders to provide assistance.

Improve health concerns by providing more help and education

Alabama recommends providing more and better services to im-
prove the health problems of the elderly along with education pro-
grams. Specific recommendations include:

Teach elderly the important relationship between nutrition,
recreation and good health; provide continuing nutrition edu-
i:ation, to all groups of seniors as a deterrent to health prob-
ems.

Encourage volunteer groups to supplement services where
needed, improve the delivery system to include home care for
the needy rural elderly, and use pharmacists to help educate
the elderly in the proper use of medication.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES

Sixty-two percent of Alabama’s recommendations suggest im-
proving issues impacting on older people through non-government
sources, as opposed to 28 percent nationwide.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of mprovement . llab:m L Naligu_'__w_ o

L Number Petcant Number Percent
Federal government . . e e e 8 10 1215 30
Nongovernment . . . .. Lo L 50 62 1,108 38
Federal and State govenment . . . . 12 15 666 16
State and local goverament..... ... . .. ... ... ... 4 5 439 ]|
Combinations of the above ... ... ... . ... . . A 18 | I )
TOtal o s s e e 81 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZA™ONS

Alabama’s recommendations suggest that existing organizations
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their
health, economic, and social problems (70 percent of their recom-
mendations). This belief is shared nationwide, (41 percent) as
shown in the following table,

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prover M T

_ Nuymber Percent Number Percent
Llegislator ) 9 N 14
Orgamzations e §7 10 1,651 4]
Budget . ... . . .. 4 § 167 19
Montor . . . . 3 4 218 §
Research and development 4 5 297 8
Regulter . .. . .. . . ... .. 4 5 23 5
Combinations of the above .. . .. ... . ... .. ,,,;,,_,2_,____ o _.‘ig.‘)_ 8

Total . e e e s 81 100 4,028 100




ALASKA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

COMPARISON OF ALASKA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

We found Aluska's issues regarding the elderly similar to those
of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues as the pri-
mary concern of the elderly in Alaska (57 percent) and the Nation
(51 percent) followed by social issues (31 percent for Alaska) and (33
percent nationally).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Alaska Nation
Dimension z
Number Percent Number Percent
Hea'th e 5 12 639 16
Economic . e 24 57 2.043 5
Social 13 3 1.346 3

Total : L 100 4.028 100

Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
income

The Nation recommends that the elderly’s economic condition
can be improved by reducing costs. However, Alaska believes their
elderly’s economic problems can best be resolved by increasing
and/or maintaining income through employment and non-employ-
ment programs (54 percent of their economic rccommendations).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ALASKA

Recommendations

Method af reheying hinancial butden Alaska Nation
Number Percent Number Percent

Increase. Maintam Income

Employment 6 5 295 18

Nonemployment ! wn| M 49 2
Costs

Taxes ¢ 8 113 6

Reduce durabie costs 3 13 209 10

Reduce non-durable costs 0 0 106 5

Reduce service costs ) 25 764 1}
Fomhinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 4 100 2.043 100
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly’s financial burden
could be relieved through employment and non-employment g: - -
gram include:

The Social Security law should be amended to eliminate the
earnings test so the elderly may supplement their fixed in-
comes and be allowed to earn unlimited additional benefits.

Mandatory retirement based on age should be abolished in
all sectors of employment and employers should be encouraged
to hire older people full-time, part-time, or flex-time.

The Alaska State legislature should appropriate one million
dollars for employment and training of Alaska senior citizens
5b years of age on low or moderate incomes.

nior citizens, themselves, should be employed in positions
at the local, state, and Federal levels which serve elderly citi-
7ens.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs

Alaska believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on a combination of programs (69 percent of
their recommendations). specific recommendations include:

Alaska supports the concept of Senior Adult Day Care and
advocates increasing funds and resources to increase the
number of centers available in urban, rural, and bush commu-
nities.

Research of the impact on older Alaskans of anticipated
rapid development change both in rural and urban Alaska
should be designed to minimize {he impact.

Talent banks of seniors should be established in communi-
ties, and specifically within school districts, to be used in shar-
ing their skills, tulents, and abilities with the students and
members of the community at large.

A procedure should be developed by the University of Alaska
to provide academic credit to those senior citizens who provide
training for secondary and postsecondary students.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Alaska, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the the elderly is the Feder-
al government. Forty-one percent of Alaska’s recommendations and
30 percent of the Nation’s recommendations show the Federal gov-
ernment as the primary source for improvement. As a secondary
source of improvement, Alaska recommends a combination of state
and local governments and non-government sources.

3OURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Federal Government . . |
State and local government

7
. . 9

Federal and state government o 6 14 666 16
Nongovernment ‘ L 9
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS—Continued

Source of improvement .o BRI ...

Number Percent Number Percent
Other combinations e 600 N 15
Total ) e 42 100 4,028 100

A further analysis of each dimension shows Alaska believes: non-
government sources together with Federal and state governmrnts
should help the elderly resolve their health problems (40 percent);
the Federal government should be the primary source for improv-
ing the elderly’s economic plight (67 percent); and while non-gov-
ernment sources should be responsible for solving social problems
(53 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimension
Source of mprovement Health Economic Social

Federal Governmen ... oo v s 0 0 16 67 1 8
State and local government e v 1 20 § 2 3 ]
2 40 3 12 1 8
? 40 0 3 l 53
0 0 0 0 1 8
5 100 24 100 13 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Alaska’s recommendations suggest that existing organizations
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their
health, economic, and social problems (55 percent of their recom-
mendations). This belief is shaied nationwide (41 percent) as shown
in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Alasha Nation
P’m P — R et e e mem e s e ——
Number Percent Number Percent
Legisiator N s 10 L} 51 14
Orgamzations e 23 5 1,651 4
Budget e e 9 i 161 19
Monitor e 0 0 218 5
Research and development . 0 0 297 8
Regulator 0 0 213 5
Combnations of the above 0 0 305 ) 8

Total 4 100 4.028 100

22
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMYROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-five percent of Alaska’s recommendations suggest process
changes as the primary resource necessary for providers to improve
the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly unlike tke
Nation which specifies increased funding (money) as the primary
resource.

RECOMMENDATIONS
rsouce I .
Numbes Percent Number Percent
MOMBY . . e e e e, 4 k'] 1,449 3
Material. .. .. o ! 2 120 3
PROGESS ....cooe ovrnsmrens sontceneteencenesmmssnnses e sssssessmns 19 45 1,188 by
PODIE 300 MONY ... .. ... e oo ossssons 6 15 690 17
Combinations of the above ... .. S N 268 1
Totat e e e ——————————— 4 i00 4,028 100




ARIZONA STATE IsSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

ARIZONA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S CONCERNS

By comparing the elderly recommendations made hy Arizona
with those of the Nation, we found that Arizona's issues regarding
the elderly were similar to those of the Nation as a whole.

The following table shows that both Arizona and the Nation be-
lieve the primary concerns of the elderly are economic issues.
Fortg}-two percent of Arizona's recommendations and 51 percent of
.} .~ Nati )n’s recommendations are economic. The second concern of
the elderly in Arizona, as well as nationally, deals with social
itsues, followed by concerns regarding health issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Nizona Nation
Dxmension
. Number Percent Nusmber Percent
(17311 ) 16 18 639 16
Soctal ... e - e e ton : ¥ 40 1,346 33
Total...... 92 100 4,028 100

Economic condition can be improved through reduced service costs

Arizona, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of the
elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Recom-
mendations to reduce service costs totaled over 33 percent for both
Arizona and the Nation, as shown in the follow.ng table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON ARIZONA'S ELDERLY

e Pecommendabons
Method of relleving financial burden . ...
. Number Percent Number Percent
Costs
Reduce servica costs....... 13 kX! 764 i
TOXES . oo e 4 10 113 6
Reduce durable costs... .. 2 5 209 10
Reduce nondurabie COstS........... .......... eerreeeee cansessrarares . 3 8 106 L
increase/Maintain Income:
EMPIOYMENT ..o e o i s s+ srnrsnsnenssnninns 10 2 295 15
NONEMPIOYMENL. . . ... . e e e i, 1 18 492 p.]
Combmations of the above. .. . ... ... o K 0 64 3

Total L e e e e ki 100 2,043 100

20
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Most of Arizona’s recommendaticns for improving the economic
condition of the elderly through reduced service costs are con.
cerned with the adequacy of Medicare. For example:

Gaps in Medicare coverage should be eliminated, and cover-
age should be expanded to pay for preventive health care,
drugs, prosthetic l;ae;:ipliances, eye glasses, wheelchairs, all neces-
sary and prescri appliances and aids, routine dental care,
mental health services, skilled and uns':illed in-home health
care, health assessment services and custodial care.

Medicare reimburcement regulations should require that the
provider be the party applying for reimbursement, rather than
the recipient.

The deductible in Medicare should be reduced.

Health concerns stress quality care and guality of life

The Nation’s recommendations concerning how to resolve the
health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. Arizona
also expresses many of these same concerns but most of Arizona's
concerns are broad and relate to quality care and improving the el-
derly’s quality of life. For example:

The state and private sector should develop an expanded
range of services for those who reside in long-term care facili-
ties and work on options to the traditional long-term care facil-
ity residence.

Long-term care facilities should be carefully monitored by
the state to assure that the elderly resident’s quality of life is
preserved,

Federal and state regulations governing facilities for health
care of the aged should emphasize and promote the develop-
ment of quality care.

Social recommendations emphasize keeping the elderly independent

The Nation’s sucial recommendations are concerned with improv-
ing services through better program coordination. Although some
of Arizona’s social recommendations were also concerned with im-
proving services through better coordination, most of Arizona's
social recommendations empbasize keeping the elderly independent
and helping tiie elderly cope with personal problems. For example:

Provide social services in low-income projects which prevent
;lnstitutionalization, and maintain the elderly in their own

omes.

Provide programs to assist the elderly in coping with person-
al, social, psychological, health, and financial problens.

Remove physical barriers on all campuses to the elderly and
handicapped.

Fund through the private sector and government the devel-
opment of ~ultural opportunities for the elderly that encourage
self-expression and self-fulfillment.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT AS WELL AS
GOVERNMENT SOURCES

Twenty-nine percent of Arizona’s recommendations suggest im-
proving issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of
government and nongovernment sources.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY’S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, OR SOCIAL CONITIONS

o Tecommendations o
Source of imeovenert A S, .... S

, Number Percent Number Pescent
Foderal GOVIAMENL . . ... . . . .. ... 19 2 1,215 30
Nongovernment et s e e 18 19 1.108 28
federal and State government .. o s 19 ! 666 16
State and 10Cal GOVEIIMENL . ....o.oooccoc vommrmnnnn mrcrssnsssnnics 9 W0 439 1
Combinations of the DOVE.........cc.oerrerrrrrmrssmmsscrsnsrnsssssssacee a [ 600 15

(17 92 100 4,028 100

A further breakout of each dimension in the following table
shows that Arizona believes the Federal government should be the
primary source for improving the economic plight of the elde:ly (36
percent), while a combination of government and non-government
sources should help tne elderly resolve their health and social prob-
lems (37 and 35 percent, respectively).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING Tric ELDERLY'S CONDITIONS BY DIMENSION

Mmmthmbyw_
Source of improvement P_Hunh Economic Social
Numbet  Percent  Number Percent  Numbr  Percent

Federal GOVRIMMENL .. . coeee coveeens oeoeeeeesrenersssssssssssssatessss | 6 14 36 4 11
State and focal government . .. . .. e 2 13 5 13 2 5
Federal and State government $ K} 9 23 5 14
NONGOVEIAMENL . ... o . o oo s 2 13 3 8 13 35
Combinations of the BBOVE .. . ... . . i e esneans e 6 ¥ 8 20 13 35

Totai . e e e e 16100 39 100 7100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXISTING
ORGANIZATIONS

Arizona believes most health, economic, and social issues affect-
ing the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations; a
belief held by the Nation. As shown in the following table Arizona
suggests that 55 percent of its recommendations can be carried out
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent for the
Nation.
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY
Provder ... S o
Number Percent Number Pescent

leguistr 2 % 51 14
Orgamzabons .. ... . ... 50 55 1,65 41
Bodget. ... . .. 7 8 167 19
dontor 1 1 218 5
Research and development I 4 297 8
Reguiator............... " " 213 5
Combinations of the above 2 2 305 8
Tl o 92 100 402 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE YHE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-one percent of Arizona’s recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) and additional people as the primary re-
source necessary for providers to improve the health, economic,
and social conditions of tke elderly.

RcCOMMENDATIONS
i Az Nationa!
Number Percent Number Fescent
MODEY . .. 12 13 1449 36
Process ........... S 3 3 1,188 A
MAENEL ... et 3 3 120 3
People andi monsy ... ... .. ... 38 41 690 17
Combrnations of the abOve....... ... oo cmnrsrisninnne § 6 268 _1
Total ... ... 2 100, 4,028 100




ARKANSAS STATE IsSUES ON AGING Fo’ THE 1980’s

COMPARISON OF ARKANSAS' ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views nationwide, Arkansas’ recommendations
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with
economic issues second. Thirty-2ight percent of Arkansas’ reccm-
mendations focus on the social dimension.

RECOMMENLATIONS BY DIMENSION

Aramsss Nation
Dimension
Kumber Percent Number Pescent
18 9 639 16
20 Kk} 2,043 51
23 38 1,346 K]
61 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Arkansas, along with the Nation, suggests reducing costs as the
rrinci »al ruethod of imgroving the economic condition of the elder-
y. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 60 per-
cent of Arkansas’ recommendations proposed reducing service costs
to relieved the financial burden on the elderly, a proposal also made
nationwide.

METHOD OF RELIEVING THE :INANCIAL BURDEN ON THE FLDERLY IN ARKANSAS

Recommendations
Method of releving financial burden _ ,___MA Nation
- Numbet Percent Number Percent
Costs
Reduce SBIVICE COSIS. . ..o oo+ e cevrannsnnteeen 12 60 164 k)
AP = S . 1 5 "3 6
Reduce durable costs... .................. 2 10 209 10
Reduce non-durable costs .. . 2 10 106 S
Increase/maintain incoms:
EMploYment .. ., . . e e 2 10 295 15
Combinations of the above.. . ... ... ..o 1 8 64 3
20 100 2.043 100

Total ...

S(feciﬁc recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
cluded:
(24)
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Older American Act programs under Title III B and C
should be expanded providing more transportation, home deliv-
ered meals, and congregate meals in multipurpose senior cen-
ters, giving the elderly a chance to stay ¢ -tive.

A complete array of services should be made available in the
home ranging from chore services to skilled nursing and ther-
apy, meeting both physical and emotional needs.

Medicaid arrangements for the payment of medical transpor-
tation should provide payment with less red tape.

Rehabilitative services should be available to the visually
and hearing impaired to enable individuals to continue to live
independently as long as possible, regardless of their vocation-
al potentiai.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs

Arkansas believes by focusing on a combination of programs the
social concerns of the elderly can be improved as indicated by the
following recommendations:

Discrimination against older workers should be monitored
and enforcement of current anti-discrimination regulations
should be increased.

Voluntary organizations, such as historical societies, can
make more use of the elderly in oral history projects and in
preserving skills in crafts which may become obsolete.

The aging retwork can assist the elderly to be advocates on
their own behalf through training and leadership seminars,
and mock legislative sessions which provide an opportunity to
understand the legislative process.

Improve health concerns through research and more help

Arkansas believes health concerns of the elderly can be improved
through research and by providing more help. Specific recommen-
dations include:

Federal funds should be continued and increased if possible
to finance medical research into the physical and psychological
aspects of the aging dprocess

A porticn of funding for aging programs under the Older
Americans Act should be maintained to fund practical re-
search into the most accurate methods of assessing the needs
of the elderly and in developing service to meet those needs in
the most efficient and cost effective way.

Public health agencies shou'1 be funded to establish “well el-
derly” clinics to perform screening and provide physical check-

ups.

The Health Care Financing Administration should study pre-
scription drug purchasing assistance through Medicaid to de-
termine if funds exist to expand the coverage offered by this
program.

Plans of care for patients in nursing homes should contain
restorative treatments such as physical therapy, speech ther-
apy, occupational therapy, and counseling, with a mechanismn
for Medicaid or Title XX reimbursement.

29
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IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Thirty-nine percent of Arkansas’ recommendations suggest im-
proving the health, economic, and social issues impacting on the el-
derly primarily through the Federal government, a recornmenda-
tion also made nationally (30 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE FLDERLY

Soutce of mprovement Nk _ Mm
'_ - Number Percent Number Percent
federal Government . . e e rres e /] 3 1215 30
State and local goverament .. T, 6 10 439 1
federal and State government e e 1§ 18 666 16
Nongovernment . e e 4 l 1,108 8
Combinations of the above . .. .. . ... ..o L | - 600 15
Total 61 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS

Arkansas recommends that existing organizations and a combi-
nation of providers assist the elderly in resolving their health, eco-
nomic, and social problems as shown in the following table (30 and
31 percent, respectively).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

_ Number Percent Number Percent

Legislator L 8 511 14
QOrganizations 18 0 1,651 4
Budget . ... .. § 8 167 19
Moritor 1 12 218 §
Recoarch and development J 0 297 8
Regulators 1 1 23 5
Combinations of the above . o 19 3l 305 |

Total L 61 100 4028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Thirty-nine percent of Arkansas’ recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the primary resource needed for provid-
ers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the el-
derly, a view shared by the Nation (36 percent) as shown in the
following table.




21
RECOMMENDATINNS

5 8 313 8
A 3 1,449 36
1 2 1,188 2
1 2 120 3
2 3 690 1}

T8 ‘ 61 100 4028 100

=404 0 - (4, ~ D 31




CALIFORNIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

CALIFORNIA’S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION’S CONCERNS

We compared California’s recommendations with those of the
Nation and found California’s issues regarding the elderly similar
to those nationwide. The following table shows economic issues (71
and 51 percent, respectively) to be the largest concern of the elder-
ly in California and throughout the Nation with social issues being
second (19 and 33 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Cafitornia Nation
Dimension T e e — —
- o Numbes Percent Number Percent
£conomic e e —— 4 7 2,043 )|
Social , - R S - . .. B

Total . L 69 100 4,028 100

Economic condition improved by reducing costs

California along with the Nation recommends that the elderly’s
economic condition can best be improved by reducing costs. A fur-
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 53 percent of
California’s recommendations suggest reducing service costs as a
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly; a recom-
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent), as shown in the fol-
lowing table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN CALIFORNIA

Method of reheving financidl burden Cafilorma o ___"_"!l-t?l__ L
) Number Percent Numbes Percent
Costs
Reduce service costs e 2 53 164 3
Taxes . e | 2 113 6
Reduce durable costs . Co k| 6 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs C e 0 0 106 $
Increase/mairiain Income:
Emploinent . C e e b 12 295 15
Nonemployment D 13 27 492 Pl
Combinations of the above o 0 0 o4 3

Total 4 100 2043 100

(28)

30
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly’s economic condi-
tion can be improved by reducing service costs include:

Funds be authorized and appropriated under the Older
Americans Act designated to provide, strengthen, and increase
nutrition delivery services for the elderly.

Require the funding, coordination, and delivery of health
and social services.

Provide legal services that are essential to secure the rights
of all the elderly in such areas as economic, health, housing,
and long term care.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

California, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement
for issues impacting on the older person is the Federal government.
Forty-nine percent of California’s recomniendations and 30 percent
of the Nation’s show the Federal government as the source for im-
provement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

. Recommendations L
Source of improvement o Catifornia . Nation
L o o Number Percent Number Percent

tederal Government .. .. ... . ... ... k!} 4 1,215 30
Federal and State govern,nents 13 19 666 16
Nongovernment .. ... ... ... 13 19 1,108 28
State and local governments. . ... 1 1 439 1
Combiriations of the above.. ... .. ..o o, R R, .

Toll . ..o s S : 69 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note as shown in the following table is
that California specifies that improvements relating to social as-
pects should be the responsibility of nongovernment sources (54
percent) while health and economic improvements for the elderly
should be the Federal government’s responsibility (57 percent),

SUGGESTED SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S CONDITION BY DIMENSION

Recommendstons by dmension

Source of improvement N ueﬂm ~ lmn Social

Nomber Percent Mumber Pecent  Number  Perent

federal Governmen!

4 51 28 51 2 15

State and local government o e e 0 0 1 2 0 0
Federal and State government . e ? 29 8 16 3 23
Nongovernment . . . . ... . L ... ] 1] 5 10 l 5
Other 4 0 0 1 18 1 8
Total T 100 49 100 13 100
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ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

California believes existing organizations can resolve most
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (4Z percent
of their recommendations). This belief is shared by the Nation (41
percent), as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Frovder CaMm N _Nttm o

. Number Percent Number Percent
Legislator . 9 13 sn 14
Organizations 2 42 1.651 4
Budget 25 36 167 19
Momlor . ... .. 2 3 218 5
Research and development . . 3 4 297 8
REQUIAOr .. . . e 1 2 213 5
Combinations of the above . ... o 0 30 8
Total e ettt 69 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

California believes with more money (55 percent) the health, eco-
nomic, and social conditions can be improved by existing organiza-
tions, a view shared by the nation (36 percent), as shown in the fol-
lowing table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

People

Money .

Matenal .

Process

Peopte and money
Combinations of the above

Total




COLORADO STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

COMPARISON OF COLORADO'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Ou: comparison of Colorado’s elderly concerns with those nation-
wide showed economic issues to be the priniary concern of the el-
derly (51 percent of their recommendations). Health issues are
second in (Eflorado (26 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Colorado Nation
Oxmension
~ Number Percent Number Percent
Health . . & % 639 16
Economic ... . 85 51 2,043 51
Socal ... . 3 3 1,346 33
Total 166 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Colorado, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of the
elderly could be improved by reducing service costs. Fifty-one per-
cent of Colurado’s recommendations and 37 percent of the Nation’s
propose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on
the elderly, as the following table shows.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN COLORADO

Recommendations
Method of reeving finencss) burden _ Coato Nation
Costs:
Reduce service costs. .. ... e e e i 4] 51 164 3l
TAHES . e e L 6 113 6
Reduce durable costs ... . . . ... .. 1 8 209 10
Reduce nondurable CostS. .. ... oo, 0 0 106 $
Increase/Maintain income:
Emplioyment .. . . 5 6 295 15
Nonemployment = e 25 b4 492 A
Combinations of the above .. .. . ... 00 63
Tolal . o e s e 85 100 2,043 100

lS(reciﬁc recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
The Congress and state legislatures should initiate cost con-
tainment measures for medical services.
(31)
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The Congress and state legislatures should provide funds for
the expansion of community support services—home mainte-
nance, health, social and transportation services which enable
the elderly to live in their own community.

The Congress and the states should enact legislation to es-
tablish energy rate structures which reduce costs to residential
consumers.

Legal services, at least legal advice, should be accessible to
all older Americans and legal programs should be expanded.

Reduce health concerns through training, education, and a combi-

nation of programs
Colorado’s recommendations suggest reducing the health prob-

lems of their elderly through training, education, and a combina-
tion of programs. For example, Colorado recommends:

ederal, state, and local funds should support training pro-
grams for professionals and paraprofessionals to enable them
to deal effectively with elders of diverse backgrounds in the
planning and delivery of home health and support services.

Preventive health education should be provided for all prac-
titlioners in health-related fields and for older adults them-
selves.

Geriatric nutrition, taught by qualified instructors, should be
included in the curricula of all medical and nursing schools.

A full range of home health and in-home services should be
developed and accessible to rural and urban elders in every
community.

State offices on aging and area agencies on aging should
assure coordination of community-based long-term care serv-
ices and should disseminate information about guch services to
older persons, health care and social service professionals, and
the general public.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs

Colorado believes the soci: | concerns of the elderly can be im-

proved by focusing on a combination of programs. Specific recom-
mendations include:

The area agencies on aging should organize, fund, and publi-
cize advocacy groups of clients and consumers to provide a
mechanism for dealing with problems and complaints against
agencies and programs serving elders.

National television, radio stations, and local stations should
be encouraged to eliminate programs and advertisements
whiclh perpetrate negative stereotypes of aging and older
people.

Apply economic pressure to alert the private sector to olier
consumer’s power in the market place and their increasing
economic power in an aging societf'.

Intergenerational contacts should be promoted through serv-
ice clubs, community groups, and extended families.

36
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IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Forty-one percent of Colorado’s recommendations sug%est non-
government as the primary source for improvement on all dimen-
sions for issues affecting the elderly. However, the Nation believes
the Federal government is the primary source of improvement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

o Weoommendatos
Source of mprovement R (Wlh_ o _____m_ e
R Nurnbes Percent Number Percent

Federal GOVErnmePt . ... ... .. ..ccomoos osreeseerens 40 24 1218 30
Slate and local government . . . . . ..o 1 4 439 1
Federal and State government ... . ... K’} 21 666 N
Nongovernment .. .. . L e 68 4] 1,108 2.
Ot COMMONS . ... i W 10 801§

A further analysis of each dimension shows Colorado specifies
that nongovernment sources should help the elderly resolve their
health and social problems (65 and 61 percent, respectively) while
the Federal fovernment should be the primary source for improv-
ing the elderly’s economic plight (39 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement Hulih Economic Socigl

Mumder  Pecant  Nomber  Peost  Number Percen

Federal Government

e e e 4 9 3 39 3 8

State and local government . e s e e 3 l 1 1 3 8
federal and State government . . . . .. 1 16 2 25 6 15
Nongovernment e 28 65 17 20 p£} 61
Other combinations 1 i 1 15 3 8
43 100 8 100 28 100

Total.

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Colorado and the Nation believe that existing organizations can
provide the help needed to resolve most health, economic, and
social issues impacting on the elderly (55 and 41 percent, respec-
tively) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Povder oo Naton

Legislator — L 5 3 n 14
Orgamzations . : - 92 55 1,651 41
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY—Cominued

Budget o e e a 16 767 19
Monitot C e e e e e s 16 10 218 5

ReguIdtor . . . . e e ——
Combinations of the above. ... . ... ... e T 305 8
L 166 100 4028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-eight percent of Colorado’s recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the resource needed for providers to im-
prove the health, economic, and social condition of the elderly, a
view shared by the Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

Process

| 4 33 8
18 4 1,449 3
" 4 2 120 3
s e " 48 2 1,188 29
Peopke and money . . . . . . 2 16 690 17
Combinations of the abOVe. . .. .. ... 1 H 268 1

Toldl L s 166 100 4,028 100




CONNECTICUT STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 198('s

CONNECTICUT'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Connecticut’s recommendations with those of the
Nation and found Connecticut's issues regarding the elderly similar
to those of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues
to be the primary concern of the elderly in Connecticut (64 percent)
and téuroughout the Nation (51 percent) with social issues being
second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Connecticut Nation
Cimensions
Health ... . e ettt 9 12 639 16
Economic .. e sttt st tans 50 64 2,043 §1
Social 19 b, 1,346 3

Totll . . e 18 100 4,028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs

Connecticut, along with the Nation, recommends reducing costs
as the best way to improve the older persons’ economic condition.
A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 56 per-
cent of Connecticut’'s recommendations suggest reducing service
costs as the primary method of relieving the financial burden on
older people. This suggestion was also made by the Nation (37 per-
cent), as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN CONNECTICUT

Method of relieving fmancial burden ) w o . _Natlnn_ -
} Number Percent Number Percent
Costs
Resuce service costs e e e e v 28 §6 164 k)
Taxes ? 4 113 6
Reduce durable costs . . . . ... ... 3 6 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs e 3 6 106 $
Increase/Maintain Income:
£ mployment C e 5 10 295 15
Nunemployment B 1 14 492 p]]
Combinations of the above . A ? 4 64__ 3

2008 100

Total
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Training of professional and para-professiona! health care
personnel include gerontology and men‘al health as part of the
curriculum.

Education and training in goarontology be mandated for all
health care personnel, including physicians involved in long-
term care.

Priority be given to public and private funding of research
and training to basic psychological and physiologicai research,
geriatric medical and mental practices, long-term care and in-
formal support systems.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Connecticut, like the Netion, believes the source of improvement
on all dimcnsions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
governinent. Forty-eight percent of Connecticut’s recommendations
and 30 percent of the Nation’s recommendations show the Federal
government as the primary source for improvement As a second-
ary source of improvement, Connecticut recommends Federal and
state governments.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

e Momentitgs
Source of mprovement . Commectet o Mt
e Numbet Percent Numbet Peroent
Federal Government ... ... ... . s s k1) 48 1,215 30
Federal and State governments............ e s es s onaon 18 3 666 16
Nongovernment . . . .. .. .. 12 15 1,108 28
State and local governments. . .. . 3 4 439 11
Other. .. o e . .8 1 &0 15
TOME. ot e e e 18 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that Connecticut specifies that improvements relating to social as-
pects should be the responsibility of Federal and state governments
(3 percent) while health and economic improvements for the elder-
ly should be the Federal government’s responsibility, 456 and 62
percent, respectively.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

_ ., Recommendstcos by dmensen
Source of improvement Heatth Economic Socl
Number  Percent  Number Percont  Mumber  Percent

federal Government . ..

. 4 45 3 62 ? 10

State and local government ‘ C e e 1 1 1 2 1 ()

Federal and State government . A ? 22 9 18 7 3

Nongovernment . 1 1 5 10 6 R

Other 1 1 4 8 3 16
9 100 50

Total

100 19 100




ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THRCUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Connecticut believes existing organizations and more funds can
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder-
ly (65 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared by
the Nation as the fullowing table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

_ e Numbet __va'. Number Percent
legslatr .. . . C s e 14 i8 51 ]
Organzations . . e e e 26 3 1,651 4
Budget : e 28 kY, 167 19
Momitor . .. ... ... L . 3 4 218 L]
Reguiator . ... ... ] 9 P3k) 5
Combrmations of the above e SN 305 8

Total e e e e 8 100 4028 100

F£80URCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Connecticut believes through increased funding (money) the
health, economic, and social conditions can be improved by existing
organizations, a view shared by the Nation, 40 and 36 percent re-
spectively, ‘s shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

o B Connecteat Naton
m’m e h e e = — [ e ——— e ———
o Nomber Percent Number Percent 3
Matenal . ... ... . 1 1 120 3
Process . . G e e 9 1 1,188 29
Peuple and money R "o 36 690 7
Combmahions of the abwe . . R . 1
Totat i 18 100 4028 100




DELAWARE STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

DELAWARE’S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

A comparison of Deiaware’s issues regarding the elderly with
those of the Nation disclosed them to be similar, For example, the
elderly in Delnwave and the Nation are primarily concerned with
econo(rinic issues (37 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
second. :

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Delaware Nation
Ommensions e
feonomg . . ... . L. .. 25 57 2043 51
Social ... .. . .. ... 1 25 1,346 kK|
Total et e reens et s (1} 100 4,028 100

Improve iconomic conditions by reducing cosis

Delaware ees with the Nation’s recommendations that the
economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducing
costs. To relieve the financial burden on the elderly, 40 percent of
Delawsre’s economic recommendations suggest reducing service
costs, &, recommendation also made nationwide (37 percent).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN DELAWARE

Recommendstions
Method of reheving financial burden Deloware _ Nation
Nomber Percent Numbe: Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs . . ... .. ... . ... 10 40 764 3

Tsxes et e e it et o e s 0 0 113 6

Reduce durable costs. ... .. ... .. ? 8 209 10

Reduce nondurable COSIS . . .. vt v 8 3 106 §
Increase/Maintain Incoms:

Employment ? 8 295 15

Nonemployment C o e 3 12 492 b1}
Combinations of the above ‘ e e 0 L pi___,_,;h‘va

Tl 2 100 2013 100

Specific recommendations on how the economic condition can be
improved by reducing service costs include:
Medicare should include coverage for home care, diagnostic
and preventive services.

(3K)
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Medicare coverage should include services provided by nurse
p.ract{tioners. physician's assistants, and trained paraprofes-
sionals.

Federal emphasis should be placed upon congregate housing
facilities to develop and provide supportive services.

To promote maximum independence and quality of life, in-
creased funding and attention should be accorded comprehen-
sive in-home services.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs

Delaware believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on a combination of piograms ( dpercent of
their recommendations). Specific recommendations include:

] Ths Age Discrimination Act of 1975 should be vigorously en-
orced.

Funds should be provided to develop and ensure monitoring
and enforcement of national standards for quality services.

Federal and state legislative measures and initiatives to
assist crime victims should recognize the special needs of the
e@eetgly victim (i.e., special physical, social, and economic
needas.).

Improve health concerns through research, education, and by pro-
viding more services

Delaware believes health problems of the elderly can be im-
Broved through training, researc's and by providing more services.
elaware recommends for example:

The Medicare program be evolved into a national health
ctlaé'e lan for ali ages with special emphasis on the needs of the
elderly.

A national research initiative on Alzheimer’s disease be un-
der aken with funding equivalent to that for cancer or heart
disease research.

New or reallocated funds be used to support medical educa-
tion and the training of health care professionals in geriatric
and gerontological specialties.

I.MPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVFD THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Delaware, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Fifty-two percent of Delaware’s recommendations and
30 percent of the Nation's show the Federal government as the pri-
mary source for improvement. As a secondary source of improve-
ment, Delaware recommends Federal and state governments.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of improvement Deiam o Na!m
) Numw Percent Number Prreent
Fedetal Government . 3 §2 1,218 30
Fedetal and State government . . e 10 23 666 16
Nongovernment v S . 9 20 1,108 28




40

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS—Continued

Recommendations B
Source of improvement qur_o o Nalion B
e Number Percent Number Percent
State and local govemment . . e 2 L 439 1
Other combmations . .. ... ... . .. 0 0 600 I

Tota) e e 44 100 4,028 100

An iateresting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that Delaware specifies that improvements relating to health
1ssues should be the responsibility of non-government sources (63
percent), social issues the responsibility of Federal and state gov-
ernments (46 percent) while economic i1ssues are the responsibility
of the Federal government (72 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY IN DELAWARE

. Feconmendatons by dimension
Soutes of mpiovement Malth  Boeomc Seeal
WO pwvert  Namber  Peroeml  Number  Pecent
Federal GOVErIMENt . . ... ..o o e e e 2 ] 18 n 3 i
State and local government . . ... . ... 1 12 0 0 1 9
Federal and State government . ... 0 0 $ 20 L 46
NONBOVEIMMEIL ... . ... o v § 63 2 8 2 18
OMDEY . s s T R e
Total.. 8 100 % 100 11 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORE FUNDS

Delaware believes more funds and existing organizations can re-
solve most health, ecomomic, and social issues affecting the elderly
(32 and 30 percent, respectively). This belief is shared by the
Nation as the following table shows.

PROVIUER OF ASSISTANCL TO THE ELDERLY

) - Rmnmndatms _
Provider Delaware ~ Naton _

, S _Momber - Pecent  Mumber Pecent
legslator ... . ..., e e 8 18 S1 14
Organzations . ... ... 13 0 1,651 L}
Budge! e e 14 32 167 19
Monitor e ? 4 218 $
Research and development 0 0 9 8
Regulator o 1 16 213 5
Combunstions of the above . . 0 0 305 8

ol L m 100 I R
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Delaware and the Nation increased funding (money) to be the re-
source most likely to be affected in imoroving the health, economic,
and social conditions of the elderly (5° and 36 percent, respectively)
as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIUNS
Delaware Naton
Resources s T
Nymber Pestent Number Pe-cent
People e e e | 2 33 8
Money , 2 5 1,449 3
Process . o 14 32 1,188 29
Materal o . 0 0 120 3
Peopie and money . . . vt s l 2 690 1
Combinaticns of the above . e e e 2 $ 268 1

Total e L 100 4,028 100




DistricT OF COLUMBIA ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS STRESS ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL ISSUES

To determine what the profile of an individual State might be,
we compared the District of Columbia’s recommendations with
those of the Nation. We found that the District of Columbia issues
regarding the elderly were similar to those of the Nation. The fol-
lowing table shows that the District of Columbia believes economic
and social issues are primary concerns of the elderly (44 percent of
the recommendations). However, nationwide, economic issues are

the primary concern (51 percent) with social issues being second (33
percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Drstrict of Columixa Naton
Oimenyions R AR C-
o Mumbet  Peoet Number Peceet
Heaith . e e 13 12 639 16
Economic e 4 4 2,043 51
Social 45 R L l,}_4_§ﬂ_‘_‘___‘__‘§3

Tt L e 103 100 4.028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs

An analysis of the economic dimension shows that 58 percent of
the District of Columbia’s recommendations suggest. reducing costs
as the primary method of relieving the financial biirden on the el-
derly. This suggestion was also made by the Nation (58 percent), as
shown in the following table.

, Recommendations
Methnd of relieving financial burden Drstrct of Columb!a Naton
Number  Percent Number MPercgpl

Costs

Reduce servie costs 1 38 764 31

Taxes 0 0 58 13 6 58

Reduce durable costs 8 18 209 10

Reduce nondurable cosls 1 ? 106 5
Increase ‘Mantain Ingeme

Fmployment | ? 295 15

Nonemployment 17 38 42 492 24 42
Combinations of the above ] ? 64 3

Tolal
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Specific recommendations on how costs can be reduced include:

Community-based programs receive greater financial sup-
port, including direct financial support for families maintain-
Ing older persons in the home.

Increase the number of subsidized housing units.

Provide the elderly with financial assistance for home re-
pairs.

Increase neighborhood and local transportation services not
now being met by the transit system.

Improve social concerns by providing information on transportation
and housing

Most of the District of Columbia’s issues regarding the social
well-being of the elderly are concerned with a lack of adequate
housing and housing information and poor transportation services
for the elderly. Examples of some of the social issues the District of
Columbia is concerned about include:

Reﬁuire HUD to develop housing design, management, and
certification standards for housing for the elderly.

Educate the elderly in the processes of government regard-
ing housing legislation, regulations, and programs.

Establish a policy requiring transportation service coordina-
tion among all agencies and groups providing trarnsportation in
order to assure the most effective use uf resources.

The public transit system provide greater protection on vehi-
cles, at stations and bus stops, especially in high crime areas.

Improve health concerns by providing more chronic and preventive
care services |

The District of Columbia believes the existing health care deliv-
ery system focuses on acute care needs, while aging persons have a
major need for chronic and preventive care services. Examples of
some of the District of Columbia's recommendations concerning
health care follow:

Establish health care as a right rather than a service avail-
able on the basis of ability to pay.

Require health care continuing education for professionals,
paraprofessionals and volunteers.

Provide aging persons and their families with knowledge of
nutrition.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Thirty-two percent of the District of Columbia’s recommenda-
tions suggest the primary source of improvement on all dimensions
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for issues impacting on the elderly is non-government. As a second-
ary source of improvement, the District of Columbia recotnmends
the Federal government.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of improvement Drstrict of Columbxs uatm -

_ i Numh« Percent Number Percent
tederal Government . 2 25 1,215 0
Federal and State governments . 25 p/] 666 16
Nongovernment S kK| 3 1,108 28
State and local governments B 9 9 439 il
Combunations of the above e e 10 R 600 ________lj

ol . A 103 0 408 100

If we breakout the recommendations by dimension, however, we
can see that the District of Columbia believes the primary responsi-
bility for issues relating to the elderly’s health and social concerns
should rest with non-government sources. However, the District of
Columbia believes the Federal government is the best source for as-
sisting the elderly with economic problems.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Sources of mprovement ket Esemc s

tederal Goveinment . .

0 0 19 4 1 16

State and local government e 0 0 1 ? 8 18
Federal and State government . e 3 P&} 14 3 8 18
Nongovernment .. . e 9 69 6 13 18 40
Combinations of the above 1 8 § 12 4 8
Total ) v s 13 100 45 100 45 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

The District of Columbia believes most health, economic, and
social issues affecting the elderly can be resolved through existing
organizations, a belief held by the Nation. As the table below
shows, the District of Columbia suggests that 50 percent of its rec-
ommendations can be carried out through existing organizations,
compared to 41 percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Rmumdaims’

Powider Onstrct of Columbsa " Naten
Number A Petcent ] Number Petcont
Legislator 10 10 517 14
Nrganizahions 51 50 1,651 4]
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Provdet (. Dotoctol Cotumba - Maten
Numbet Percent Numbet Percent

Bidget S 13 13 167 19
Monitor T .. ‘ 1t 10 218 5
Research and development . e 4 4 97 ]
Regulator ... . . 8 8 213 5
Combwnations of theabove ... .. .. ... .. . . 6 5 5 8
Tl . e eeeeens s 103 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

The District of Columbia believes through improved processes
and increased funding (money) the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly can be improved. This view is also shared
by the Nation.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Distrct of Columbia Nation
Resources Tt ) T T
Nurmber Percent Number Percent
Money . . e e e 32 3 1,449 36
Matenal . . 3 3 120 3
Process oo 55 X} 1,188 s
People and money..... .. . .. .. 4 4 630 Y
Combinations of the above ... .. ............ ... 6 6 28 7

Total .




F1oRIDA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

FLORIDA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

To determine what the profile of an individual State might be,
we compared Florida’s recommendations with those of the Nation.
We found that Florida’s issues regarding the elderly were similar
to those of the Nation. The following table shows that Florida be-
lieves economic and social issues are primary concerns of the elder-
ly (35 percent of the recommendations). However, nationwide, eco-
nomic issues are the primary concern (51 percent) with social
issues being second (33 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Naton

Florda
Dimensions ~ : S
. _ Number Percent Numhq Percent
Health Lo 6 30 639 16
tconomic . . 1 35 2042 51
Social . o 1 35 1.346 33
4,028 100

Total o 20 100

Economic dimension

Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly’s economic
plight could be improved through employment and non-employ-
ment programs include:

Eliminating restrictions on earnings for Social Security re-
cipients, regardless of age.

Establishing a universal and mandatory pension plan

Having an enlightened retirement program.

Social dimension

Many of the issues surrounding the social aspect of Florida’s el-
derly focus on educating the elderly on the programs available to
them. Some of the recommendations include:

Providing programs to motivate the elderly including those
with physical handicaps to become involved in recreation or
leisure activities.

Funding and expanding consumer education programs for
the elderly utilizing senior centers and nutrition sites when
possible,

Providing programs for lifelong learning from infancy ‘o old
age (life-span education).

i
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Health dimension

The Nation recommends having professionals learn more about
aging and how to prevent or treat prevalent disabling illnesses to
resolve health problems of the elderly. Florida believes the health
problems of their elderly can best be improved by providing serv-
ices as shown by the following recommendations.

More persons be maintained in the community through
home health care and other auxilitary services.

A continuum of services and levels of care for long term care
be developed, coordinated, and adequately funded.

A lifelong nutrition program be provided.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE PRIMARILY ACHIEVED THROUGH NON-
GOVERNMENT SOURCES

Unlike the Nation, Florida’s recommendations show that the
source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly, includ-
ing those in health, economic, and social dimensions is non-govern-
ment. Seventy percent of Florida’s recommendations suggest non-
government as the primary source of improvement compared to 28
percent nationally. As shown in the following table, Florida empha-
sizes state and local governments (20 percent) as the secom?ary
source for hnproving the well being of their elderly.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SUCIAL CONDITIONS

... . [Peoumendiwns
Source of improvement mm‘ S Nahun__» o

e Number Percent Numbet Percent
Federal government e 1 5 1,215 30
State and local government e 4 20 439 1
Federal and State government e 1 5 666 16
Nongovemment e 14 10 1.108 28
Combinations of the above o0 0 _ o0 15
Total : e 20 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Florida believes that existing organizations can resolve most
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (50 percent
of their recommendations). As shown in the following table, this
belief is shared by the Nation.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendalas

Prowidet Flonda Naton o

ﬂurr!l;gv_ Pen ent B Number Petcent
Legislator ? 10 Sn 14
Orgamzations 10 50 1.651 4
Budget g 40 167 19

Montor . 0 0 218 L]
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY—Continued

Prove .

Number Percent Number Percent
Research and devekogment. .. ... ... . . . 0 0 27 8
ROQUDY . . oo o . 0 0 213 5
Combinations of the above ... ... ... e 0o S0 s m_ﬁ_ﬂs
TO e . 2 100 4028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Florida believes through improved processes and increased fund-
ing the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly can be
improved. This view is also shared by the Nation.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Florida Nation
o Number Percent Number Percent

POODIZ .. .. e e e+ st 0 0 313 8
MONEY ... . . oo o s cerrs sesnes s s isiessserrins 6 30 1,448 36
MABAAL. ... .ocoeemsecs cns s evsinrnne s sosesssess ssssnssnins 0 0 120 3
Process ... s s 10 50 1,188 2
TR0DIE AN MONBY.......... ..oc. oovrn e erees crnmmorenerssssnsesssnensssesrs 4 20 630 n
: B 268 1

L O 20 100 4,028 100
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GEORGIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

GEORGIA’S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE NATIONWIDE

Georgin's issues concerning the elderly are similar to those na-
tionwidz. As shown in the following table, both Georgia and the
Nation believe economic issues (46 and 51 percent, respectively) to
be the primary concern of the elderly. The second concern of the
elderly in Georgia and the Nation deals with social issues,

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Georgia Naton
Dimensions —_—— _
7 ) L ' Number Percent Number Peroent
Health . e e e ———————ttoe 1 17 639 16
BCOMOMIC .. . o e s 3 46 2,043 §1

Total e e ———— 67 100 4028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Georgia recommends that the economic condition of the elderly
can be improved by reducing costs, a recommendation also made
nationwide. Thirty-two percent of Georgia’s recommendations in
the economic dimension ﬁropose reducing service costs to relieve
the financial burden on the elderly. This was also the leading rec-
ommendation made nationwide.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN GEORGIA

R Recommendations
Method of reheving financial burden . Georp o Me
L _____,WE_ Pereer!l Numbes Percent
(PN

Reduce service COSIS ... .. ... . o 10 32 164 37
L J U 4 13 113 6
Reduce durable 0osts .. ... 4 13 208 10
Reduce nmndurable costs. .. . .. .. ... 2 6 106 $

Increase/Mz tam Incoms
Employment . . . e 7 PX] 25 15
Nonemployment ... .. ... .. ... 4 13 49?2 A
Comtunations of the above... . ... ... 0 o L. 3

S(reciﬁc recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
cluded

49
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Medicare and Medicaid should be expanded to include pre-
ventive and restorative care for eyes, ears, and teeth.

Funding for legal services should be continued.

More funds should be provided for the expansion of nutrition
programs and support services for the elderly.

Additional funding should be made available for modified/
therapeutic diets.

Improve social concerns through combination of programs and by
providing more services

Most of Georgia's social recommendations focus on providing
more services and on a combination of programs to improve the
social dimension of the elderly. For example, Georgia recommends:

The Federal government should expand the development of
multipurpose senior centers to provide the elderly with imme-
diate access to a full range of services.

A re-evaluation should be made of requirements which state
that only in-home agencies be permitted to supxly services.

All local, State and Federal Agencies on Aging appoint a
proportional number of senior citizens for advisory boards,
committees, commissions, and other groups dealing with prob-
lems and interests of the elderly.

Improve health concerns through research

Eighty-two percent of Georgia's recommendations in the health
dimension suggest research as the primary method to improve the
health problems of the elderly. Specific recommendations include:

urther research be conducted to identify variables that help
people stay healthy in o!d age.

ational research be conducted to determine qualitative ef-
fectiveness of existing services to the elderly including educa--
tion and training programs.

Federal support will continue for research in viable alterna-

tives to long-term care and in-house health care in rural and
urban areas.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENTS

Thirty-seven percent of Georgia's recommendations suggest the
source of improvement on all dimensions for issues impacting on
the elderly is Federal and State governments as opposed to 16 per-
cent nationwide,

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendatons
Source of ‘mprovement Georgra Natwon
Number Percent Numbet Percent

Federsl (overnment 18 i 1.215 30
Federar and State government 25 k1 666 16
Nongavernmen 16 it 1.108 28
Stale and local government § I 439 1
(Other (ombinalion« 3 5 600 15

Total 67 100 4,028 100




A further analysis of each dimension shows that Georgia believes
non-government scurces should help the elderly resolve their
health problems (64 percent) while Federal and State governments
should be the primary source for improving the elderly’s economic
and social problems (48 and 40 percent, respectively).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimension
Soutce of impruvement Health tconomic Socil
Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent

federal Government 3 2 9 e 6 2
Stawe ana local Jovernment . DR 0 0 | 3 4 16
federal and State government . 0 0 15 48 10 40
Nongovernmen, . ! 64 4 13 5 20
Other . . } 9 2 1 0 0

Tonal e 1 100 k]| 100 % 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORE FUNDS

Georgia believes more funde and existing organizutions can re-
so.ve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the clderly
(56 and 24 percent, respectively) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASS'STANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendateons

Provider Georgra Naton
Number petcernt Number percent
Legislator S 9 13 an 14
Otpathzations . 16 L 1,654 4
Budget 24 36 167 19
Monitor 3 5 218 5
Researc' and development 13 19 297 8
fegulater ? 3 213 5
Combingtion, .t the hove 0 0 305 8

Tatyl 67 100 4028 100
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RESOURCKN NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Georgia believes more money (57 percent) is the resource needed
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder-
ly, a view shared by the Nation (36 percent) as the following table
shows.

RECOMMENDATIONS

T e am

Resources : o

Numbet percernt Number percent
People . s+ v 0 0 3 8
Money e e, 38 57 1,449 3
Matenal » . 0 0 120 3
Process e e 28 Y] 1,188 29
People andmoney . ... .. . .. e 1 | 630 17
Combinations of the above . .. ... .o 0 o w7
Total D e o . 67 100 4028 100




Hawaill StaTte IssUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

CUMPARISON OF HAWAII'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
MNATIONWIDE

Our comparison of Hawaii's elderIK concerns with those nation-
wide showed economic issues to be the primary concern of the el-
derly (74 and 51 percent, respectively). Health issues are second in
Hawaii (16 percent).

"ECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Hawati Nation
[umension T T T T e -
o Numbes __Pmmt Numbes Percent
Health . . rertr— e ————— 14 16 639 16
teonomic . . e 64 /] 2,043 5
Social R —————————— 10 1,346 3
Total e ——————————— 87 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Hawaii, like the Nation, believes ‘he economic condition of the
elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Forty-two
percent of Hawaiis recommendations propose reducing service
costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This was also
the leading recommendation made nationwide.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN HAWAII

_____ Ammm o
Method of relieving fiancial burden o _'i"ﬁ' o _______Nm__ .
- Number Percont Number Percent
Costs
Reduce service costs o e 27 4 164 k)
Taxes . . e e 4 ] 113 6
Reduce durable costs .. ... ... e $ 8 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs. ... e 2 3 106 5
Increase/maintain ncome:
Employment e 15 pl] 298 15
Nonemployment .. e 1 17 492 PL)
Gombinations of the above e 0 o _64" 3 ____3
otal . e e e 64 100 2,043 100

S(i)eciﬁc recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
Improve and expand Medicare B-Plan to include coverage of
dental, hearing, vision, mental health, and drug services.
(53)
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Non-institutional services be supported; e.g., home care,
group homes, meals on w.:eels, chore services, and health edu-
cation and that these services be funded with public and pri-
vate insurances.

Establish lower utility rates per unit for lower consumption.

Improve sociai concerns through a combination of programs

Hawaii believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on a combination of programs. For example,
Hawaii recommends:

Negative attitudes of employers, the general public, the
media, and seniors themselves toward the continued or new
employment of the elderly persons should be counteracted
through a vigorous educational and public relations campaign
to emphasize employability, skills, and other resources found
in our elderly population.

Comprehensive services should be developed to provide sup-
port for all elderly victims of abuse, neglect, and exploitation
while legal action against the perpetrators is being taken.

Improve health concerns through education and a combination of
programs
Seventy-two percent of Hawaii's recommendations in the health
dimension suggest improving the health problems of the elderly
through education and a combination of programs. Specific recom-
mendation include:

Provide and develop effective health education programs for

the promotion and maintenance of health for individuals,
roups, families, volunteers, churches and the community at
arge.
uture manpower needs in gerontologf' be assessed; certifica-
tion and li- :nsing standards for gerontological health cure per-
sonnel be established; and necessary education and training to
meet these standards be provided.

Preventive services be increased to improve personal health;
eg., developing or increasing screening and diagnostic tests
and counseling to overcome psychological obstacles in going to
dentists or doctors.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Thirty-percent of Hawaii's recommendations suggest nongovern-
ment sources to be the primary source for improvement on all di-
mensions for issues impacting on the elderly.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Rmmerd;tms
Soutce of improvement Hawan Nation
Numbet Percent Humbes Percent

Fedetal Government 19 22 1215 30
State and local governm 't 9 10 439 11
tederal and State government 18 21 666 16
Nongovetnment 26 30 1,108 28

oY
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS-—Continued

. Peomoendiees
Source of mprovement ... L.

) o Numbes Percent Nomber Percent
(Other combunatuns . . e 15 _n 600 15
Tt e e 8 100 4,028 100

A further analysis of each dimension shows Hawazii believes non-
government sources should help the elderly resolve their health
problems (72 percent), the Federa! government should be the pri-
mary source for improving the elderly’'s economic plight (25 per-
cent) while state and local governments should be responsible for
solving social problems (34 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

p— N

Federal Govenrment .

e e v e s 2 14 16 25 1 1

State and local government .. ..... 0 0 6 9 3 k']
Federal and State government 1 1 15 23 2 22
Nongovernment . .. . 10 12 | 22 2 22
111, 1 7 13 21 1 11
TOWl . o s e et senstonn 1 100 64 100 9 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANI7ATIONS

Over 50 percent of Hawaii's recommendations suggest resolving
most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly
through existing organizations. This recommendation was also
made by the Nation (41 percent) as shown in the following table.

Provdet L ... S
Number Percent Numbes Percent

Legssiator 3 3 5n 14
Organitations . o 1) 51 1,681 41
Budget : . 28 kY] 167 19
Momtor . . o C e o 1 1 218 $
Research and development e 4 5 297 8
Regulator . 6 1 213 §
Combinations of the above : ! 1 . 305, .8
Total v 8 100 4,028 100




RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Hawaii believes increased funding (money) as the resource most
likely to be affected in improving the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly (49 percent) a view shared by the Nation
(36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

. e e -_._._n;;_______

fesoutces I

Number Percent Number Pescent
People s s 1 1 313 8
Money e e 43 49 1,449 3
Materia) e 4 4 120 3
Process . e 2 3l 1,188 ré]
People and money . e e e 1 13 690 17
Combinations of the aDOVE .. ... oo e coreenricseressnneoens 3 o 4 . ~ __7
Total e e 87 100 4028 100




IpAHO STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF IDAHO’S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE NATIONWIDE

We found Idaho's issues regarding the elderly to be similar to
those nationwide. The following table shows economic issues to be
the primary concern of the elderly both in Idaho and the Nation
(61 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues second (23 and
33 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Idsho
Number Percent Number Percent
Health 5 16 639 16
Economic 19 61 2043 51
St LR B I
3 100 4028 100

Total

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Idaho and the Nation recommend reducing costs as the best
method of improving the economic condition of the elderly as
shown in the following table. A further analysis of the economic di-
mension shows that 37 percent of both Idaho’s and the Nation’s
economic recommendations suigest reducing service costs as the
principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly.

METHOD OF KELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN IDAHO

Method of relieving financual burden o khho____ . Nation
. Number . Percent Number Percent
Costs
Reduce service costs . e . 1 k) 164 3
Taxes .. .. .. . 1 6 113 6
Reduce durabig costs. 1 5 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 0 0 106 5
Increase/maintain income
Employment 5 26 295 15
Non-employment ‘ e e 5 % 492 A4
Combmations of the above . . .. ... 0 Lo 3
Total . e 19 100 2043 100

Specific recommendativns on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(7)
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Support the development of financing mechanisms for the
full range of adult day care and for homemaker services. Such
funding mechanisms should consider the variety of need of the
elderly for various levels of adult 'ay care.

Medicare should pay 80 percent of current costs. Glasses,
hearing aids, dentures. medications (drugs), and me-tal health
should be covered by Medicare on a sliding fee schedule based
on monthly income.

Support the continued funding of the Legal Services Corpo-
ration and Idaho Legal Services, Inc.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs

Idaho believes by focusing on a combination of programs the
social concerns of the elderly can be improved as indicated by the
following recommendations:

Use knowledgeable retired persons in pre-retirement coun-
seling and planning programs in the public and private sectors.

Abandon existing private and public personnel policies that
discriminate against older Americans.

Give strong consideration to minority appointments to future
White House Conference on aging.

Improve health concerns through research and more care

Idaho believes health problems of the elderly can be improved
through research and by providing more care. For example:

Amend nursing home laws and regulations to provide more
balanced care to treat the whole person and provide medical,
emotional, and support services to meet their individual needs.

Support research into the needs and attitudes specific to the
elderly living in rural areas.

Support continued basic research on the bio-medical ai'eas of
Cellulor Biology and Neuro-Chemistry.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Twenty-nine percent of Idaho’s recommendations suggest improv-
ing all dimensions for issues impac ing on the elderly through the
Federal government, a recommendation also made nationally (30
percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Source of mprovement Idane o e _‘_V_Naim o

Humber Percent Number Percent
tederal Government e . 9 2 1,215 30
State and local governr ent , . 8 26 439 1
federal and State gov-tnment . 4 13 666 16
Nongovernment o ? 6 1,108 28
Combinations of the above 8 2 600 15

Tutal ki 100 4.028 100
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Of interest is the following table which shows that Idaho speci-
fies that improvements relating to health and social issues should
be the responsibility of state and local governments and other com-
binations while economic improvements should be the Federal gov-
ernment’s responsibility.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

.. . Rcommendihons by Gmeron

federal Government ...... e 0 0 9 4 0 0
State and local government ... . 2 40 3 16 3 k]
Federal and State povernment . .. . ... ... 1 20 3 16 0 0
Nongowernment . ... .. ... L. e 0 0 1 ] 1 14

TOMI ... crecnvemensesss st oo oessesssseeeses 5 100 19 100 ] 100

ASSBISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGAN IZATIONS AND
LEGISLATION

Idaho recommends that assistance needed by the elderly to re-
solve their health, economic, and social problems can be provided
by existing organizations with legislation second (29 and 26 per-
cent, respectively).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE T0 THE ELDERLY

e Number Percent Number Percent
legslator . ... . . e 8 26 sn 14
Ogamzgtions ... .. . e 9 29 1,651 4
Montor ... 3 10 218 5
Research and development ... ... ... ... 5 16 M 8
Reguistor ... ... .. 3 10 213 5
Combinations of the sbove.. - r 3 305 8
Totdl e k]| 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-nine percent of Idaho's recommendations suggest more
people and money as the primary resources needed by providers to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly
as opposed to 17 percent nationwide.

63
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Number

Money .
Process

MARAL o s oo o e
Combiations of the 20 . ... o

TOMBE .. . o v e e e erenee s i e e e

People and money. .. ... ...

17

36
4]

4,028

100




ILLINOIS STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF ILLINOIS’ ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

We compared Illinois’ recommendations with those of the Nation
and found Illinois’ issues regarding the elderly parallel the Na-
tion's. The following table shows economic issues to be the primary
concern of the elderly in Illinois (73 percent) and throu hout the

“ Nation (51 percent), followed by social issues and lastly by health
issues,

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DI* ySION

Demenrsions - *’m latnl
o Number Percent Number Percent
Health . 2 4 639 16
Economic Ce e 32 13 2.043 51
Socal .. ‘ R N ___‘__7l_,§_4§____ 38
Total e e e 4 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
income

According to the Nation's recommendations, the elderly’s eco-
nomic condition could be improved bﬁ reducing costs. Illinois, how-
ever, recommends that economic problems can best be resolved by
increasing and/or maintainin? the income of the elderly, as shown
in the following table. Forty-four percent of Illinois’ recommenda-
tions suggest increasing and/or maintaining income through non-
employment programs, like social security. Illinois believes this
should be the primary method of relieving the financial burden on
the elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN ILLINOIS

Method of rebieving financial burden “nors o , Natm ) _
’ Number  Percent Number Percent
Costs
Reduce service costs ¢ 25 7164 37
Taxes o 0 0 113 6
Reduce durable costs o ] 13 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs ? 6 106 5
Increase/mamtain ncome
 mployment L] 12 295 15
Nonemployment 14 4 492 ]
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Recommendos
Method of rebevng financial burden o Mes . M
Number Percent Numbes Percent
Combinations of the above S e L L 3

Tolal.. .. . e e . 32 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how the elderly’s economic plight
could be improved through non-employment programs include:

Social Security benefits should be protected, using general
tax revenues to finance the system if necessary.

The Social Security System should be carefully examined
and improved. It should be returned to its basic purpose and
thereby reinstill the public’s confidence in the system and its
solvency.

Social programs and Social Security should receive greater
priority in Congressional expenditures.

The earnings test in Social Security should be eliminated.

Social concerns stress better knowledge about the reality of growing
old

Most of Illinois’ social recommendations stress the need for
better knowledge about physical, social, and medical reality of
growing old. In addition, the recommendations suggest the personal
initiative of the elderly should receive more reinforcement from
national policies. Specific recommendations include:

Funding should be increased for high-quality basic, applied,
and policy research within the field of aging, including support
for biomedical, psycho-social, economic, and humsuistic aspects
of aging, and the linkages among them.

Support should be particularly targeted on research which
analyzes alternative ways of educating and communicating the
basic core of knowledge about the aging proceis to thcse who
wigrkl in the field and to .he general public. especially the
elderly.

Research should be on the conditions under which people
retire between the ages of 56 and 70, and their situation after
retirement—particularly in terms of nature of employment,
economic status, and health.

National policy should encourage the personal initiative and
involvement of older Americans in a broad range of communi-
ty activities, particularly programs of self-help and volunteer
service, especially those that enable sharing of skills and expe-
rience of age with other generations.

National policy should insure opportunities for education,
work, and leisure across the full lifespan in such proportions
and at such times as to meet the needs of the individual as
well as the demands of society and to accommodate the need
for individual life styles by the elderly as well as the young.

66
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Hlinois stresses compirehensive health care

Most of the Nation's recommendations on how to resolve the
health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. Illinois,
however, stresses comprelhensive health care including health care
support services. Illinois’ health recoonmendations include:

Congress should adopt a national health service.

Local health care networks should be developed and funded
which includes adequate transportation to and from health
services; and programs for health maintenance and disease
prevention.

A comprehensive information and referral service should be
established to enable individuals to obtain knowledge and help

. in receiving needed health care services.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES

Thirty-nine percent of Illinois’ recommendations suggest improv-
ing issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of
sources, as opposed to 15 percent by the Nation, as shown in the
following table.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of improvement Iltmats o Natm )
Federal Government 16 3% 1,215 30
Federal and State government e 1 16 666 16
Nongavernment e 1 2 1,108 38
State and local government e 3 l 439 11
Combinations of the above i nm 8 600 15
Total e “ 100 4,028 100

As shown in the following tahle, Illinois specifies that improve-
ments relating to health and social issues should be the responsibil-
ity of a combinatiuon of sources while economic improvements for
the elderly should be the Federal government's responsibility.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Renwm by dimension
* Sauite ol improvement Health _ ‘9"."“‘“" i Socal
N Pweenl  Mumber Pt Mumber Perent

federal Government 0 0 12 38 4 40

State and local government 0 0 k] 9 0 0

federal and Slate government 0 0 1 2 0 0

Nongavernment 0 0 1 3 0 0

(her combinations Z 100 9 28 6 60
Tntal ?

100 3 100 10 100
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ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS

Illinois believes more funds through budget considerations can
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder-
ly (39 percent of their recommendations). The Nation, on the other
hand, believes existing organizations can best resolve the issues af-
fecting the elderly (41 percent of the recommendations), as the fol-
lowing table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provder o Mees M
Number Percent Number Percent

Legnlator ) S 1 25 511 14
Organizatons . . e e e 3 6 1,651 4
Monitor . ... ... . P, 0 0 218 $
Research and OeveIOPMENl . ... . cooooeeccssiicse o conirsrannans 2 5 297 8
Regulator G e 2 $ 213 $
Combumations of the ¢ ove D A . 305 8
Total e e e ———— 4 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TN IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
COWDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Illinois believes through increased funding (money) the health,
economic, and social conditions can be improved by providers (43
percent of their recommendaticns), as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS
{Tinols Nation
Resources e e e
Number Percent Number Percent
People . 0 0 33 8
¥aney . e e e 19 43 1,449 36
Matera! v o 0 0 120 3
Process . L 17 39 1,188 o
People anu money 4 9 690 17
Combinations of the above 4 9 268 1

4 100 4,028 100




INDIANA STATE I8SUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

INDIANA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S CONTERNS

A comparison of Indiana's issues regarding the elderly with those
of the Nation showed them to be similar. For example, the elderly
in Indiana and the Nation are primarily concerned with economic

issues (52 and 51 percent. respectively) with soci~1 issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Indiana Nation
Dumension 2 e
,___._W.____._TT'_.,M_ Number Percent
Health 12 20 639 16
Economic . e e e k)| 52 2,043 51
Socal ) S —— v _1,@!@_______ KL
Total , o 60 100 4028 100

Improve econ.. ¢ condition through nonemployment programs

Indiana helieves the economic plight of the elderly could be im-
proved by increasing and/or maintaining income through non/em-
ployment programs (like increase in Social Security benefits). As
the following table shows, 39 percent of Indiana’s recommendations
suggest non-employment programs to relieve the financial burden
on the elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDLRLY IN INDIANA

Kethod f relieving financial byrden Indim o Natm L
o VNumw , Percent Number Petcent
Costs

Reduce service ¢ .1, 9 29 164 37
Taxes 1 3 113 6
Reduce “wable ccats 0 0 209 10
Reduce nondutal  costs 0 0 106 §

Increasesmaintam income
tmployment , . 9 9 295 15
Nonemployment . 12 39 492 24
(;ombinations of the shove 0 1 64 o3
Total 31 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how the elderly’s economic plight
can be improved through non-employment programs include:

(6l
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The Socin! Security system should be subjected to re-e\alua-
:iionl; no system revision should reduce or tax benefits to the el-
erly.
Food stamp programs should be monitored more closely.
Lifetime investments by older Americans should be protect-
ed by a federally established insurance program similar to
bond deposit guarantee under FDIC.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs

The issues surrounding the social aspects of Indiana’s elderly
focus on a combination of programs (53 percent of the social recom-
mendations). For example, Indiana recommends:

All religious bodies should be encouraged to provide leader-
ship in raising consciousness of the spiritual well-being of older
Americans.

The Congress should pass the Victims of Crime Act to subsi-
di;e states which operate programs to compensate victims of
crime.

Education, research, and continuing education opportunities
should be supported by appropriate funding allocations for the
benefit of the aging and aged.

Improve health concerns by providing more services

Indiana believes health problems of the elderly can best be im-
proved by providing more services as shown by the following rec-
ommendations:

The government should provide vocational training for un-
employed persons to function as home health care aids.

The government should establish Well Elderly Clinics.

Additional federal funding should be allocated to expand the
total nutrition programs

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Indiana, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Fifty-three percent of Indiana’s recommendations and
30 percent of the Nation’s show the Federal governmnent as the pri-
mary source for improvement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH. ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Suuree of iImprovement Indiana , o Nation
Numbet Pereem B Ngrrm ﬁlm!
Federa! Goventment k}J 53 1215 30
State and Iocal government 0 0 439 1
tederal and State government ) ) 10 666 16
Non guvernment ! 12 1,108 28
(ther ombiations 15 2 600 15

Totai 60 100 4,208 100
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A breakout of each dimension in the following table shows that
Indiana believes the Federal government should be the primary
source for improving the economic and sociai issues of the elderly
(71 and 35 percent, respectively) while a combination of Federal
government and non-government sources should help the elderly
resolve their health problems (33 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF HE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of mprovement Health Feonomec Socual
Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent

Federal Government 4 3 ” 1 6 35
State and local government 0 0 0 0 0 0
Federal and State government l 9 ? 6 3 18
Nongovernment B 4 3 0 0 3 18
Other combnations J 25 1 PX] 5 e ]

Total ' ‘ 12 100 k)| 100 n 100

ASBISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS

Indiana believes that a combination of providers can resolve
most health, econo: ic, and social issues affecting the elderly (33
percent of their recommendations). However, the Nation believes
existing organizations can best resolve issues affecting the elderly
(41 percent).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

) ”Remmnmdatms

Provider Inchana Nation
Numl?er i Petcent m_:_mbe( Percent
Legisiator 16 21 LY 14
Orgamzahons 8 13 1,651 4]
Budget 9 15 167 19
Monitor 6 10 218 5
Research nd development 0 0 297 8
Regulator | ! 213 $
(Cembinations of the Mbove 20 33 304 8

Total 60 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCI AL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Indinna believes changing current processes as the resource most
likely to be affected in improving the health, economic. and social

~

conditions of the elderly (52 percent of their recommendations).
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RECOMMENDATIONS
C pem O
Resources o
e Mamher Pt Nember , Forcent
People e 0 0 313 8
Money . 13 2 1,449 36
Matenal . 0 0 120 3
Process o . k]| 52 1,188 2
Pecpie and money 4 6 690 17
Combinations of the above 12 20 268 )
Total - . 60 100 4,028 100
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lowA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

I0WA'S FLDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S

By comparing the elderly recommendations made by Iowa with
those of the Nation, we found that lowa's issues regarding the el-
derly were similar to those of the Nation as a whole.

The following table shows that both Iowa and the Nation believe
the primary concerns of older people are economic issues. Thirty-
nine percent of lowa's recommendations and 51 percent of the Na-
tion's recommendations are economic. The second concern of the el-
derly in lowa, as well as nationally, deals with social issues, fol-
lowed by concerns regarding health issues.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

lowa Naton
(ymenston :
Mumber  Peroent Number Percent
Heaith 16 25 639 16
FLonome 25 39 2,043 51
Social 23 36 1,346 3

Total 64 100 4.028 100

Economic condition can be improved through non-employment pro-
grams
lowa believes the economic plight of the elderly could be im-
proved by increasing/maintaining income through non-employment
programs (like i -rease in Social Security benefits). As the table
shows, 44 percent of lowa's recommendations suggest increasing/
maintaining income through non-employment programs.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON IOWA'S ELDERLY

Recommendalions

Wetnex! 31 ey rp Eagnegl hutden lowa Nahon
Number Percent Number Percent
et

Hetiue iy o, h 24 164 37
[FTTN 1 4 113 6
Re-tuice dueanie 1o:', 0 5 209 10
Redur e romtynitde .t | 4 106 5

e teg o mgmd et feame
F iy el h o 795 14
Nt ioyivgnt 1 44 49/ 24
torhiegt on, f the Jpgye 1} n (i1 3
Ty 7 100 2043 100
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Most of lowa'’s recommendations for improving the elderly’s eco-
ninnic situntion concerned the Social Security System, For exam-
ple:

Workers have the option to retire with full benefits at age
6.

Deficits incurred by the Social Security Administration be
compensated from the general revenue funds.

A ceiling be placed on the top amount of Social Security pay-
ments. :

Health concerns can be improved through training for professionals
and better institutionalized health ~rre

Most of Iowa’s recommendations concerning how to resolve the
health problems of the elderly focus on issues concerning the insti-
tutionalized elderly and training of health care professionals. For
example:

Increase the amount of Federal funds available for expan-
sion to the full spectrum of institutional health care services.

Abolish the 3-day mandatory hospitalization requirement
prior to admission to a skilled facility.

States establish minimum requirements and funding for the
education and training in gerontology of paraprofessionals
serving the elderly, and require covrse work in gerontology in
the continuing education of professionals and paraprofession-
als.

Social concerns stress coordination of services to the elderly and
elimination of age discrimination

lowa's social recommendations, like the Nation's social recom-
mendations are concerned with improving services to the elderly
through better program coordination. In addition, many of Iowa’s
social recommendations are concerned with dispelling the negative
c«lmception of aging and eliminating age discrimination. For exam-
ple:

Establish a structure to provide services to the elderly and
foster cooperative and coordinated planning at the federal,
state, and local levels.

Seek greater consistency among federal programs and agen-
cies in ithe use of definitions, regulations, eligibility require-
ments, and reporting.

Monitor the Age Discrimination Act with federal govern-
ment development of affirmative action plans.
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REHPONSEIBILITY FOR IMPROVEMENTS RESTS WITH THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

Forty-seven percent of lowa's recommendations suggest im-
proving issues impacting on the elderly through the Federal
government. lowa also believes the next source of im:provement
18 non-government sources (23 percent). as shown in the below
ta. '2. These statistics agree with the overall statistics for the
Nation.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Source ol mpre, ement lowa ) Nation
Number Percent Numheruw Percent
federal government 30 4 1,215 30
Nongoverment ‘ 15 3 1.108 28
federal and State government 9 14 666 16
Stale and local guvernment 3 5 439 1
Combinatiors of the ahove . 1 1 600 15

Total 64 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDKRLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIINS

Iowa's recommendations suggest that existing organizations can
provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve tteir health,
economic, and social problems (36 percent of their recommenda-
tions). This belief is shared nationwide, (41 percent) as shown in
the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Peiidet I(_Ma Nation
Numb_et - Petcent Number Percent
Legislator 9 14 12 14
QOrganizations g} ki) 1.651 4
Budget 14 7 161 13
Monifot h 9 218 5
Reseaich and development 10 16 297 8
Regulator ? 3 213 5
Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total b4 too 4.02¢ 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-four percent of lowa's recommend: tions suggest process
changes as the primary resource necessary for providers to improve
the health, economic, and social conditions ofP the elderly, unlike
the Nation which specifies increased funding (money) as the pri-
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mary resource. However, lowa's second choice of resources is in-
creased funding.

RECOMMENDATIONS

People

Money

Process

Material

People and money
Combinations of the above . .

Total




KANSAS STATE [SSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's
KANSAS' ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE NATIONWIDE

We found Kansas' issues regarding the elderly to be similar to
those throughout the Nation. The following table shows economic
issues to be the primary concern of the elderly both in Kansas and
the Nation (60 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues

o]

second (27 and 33 percent, respectively).
RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Kansas Nation
Dimension
Number Percent Kumber Petcent
Health 20 13 639 16
L cunomn. . . 93 60 2,043 51
Socal . L] 2 1.346 kK]

Totgl . 156 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Kansas and the Nation suggest reducing costs as the best method
of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A further anal-
ysis of the economic dimension shows that 33 percent of Kansas'
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the principal
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a recom-
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent) as shown in the fol-
lowing table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN KANSAS

Recommendations

Method i releving bnancial burden Kansas Nation
Numbet Percent Humbet Percent
Conds
Reduce ervice oty 31 33 164 3
Taees 4 i 113 b
feduce ut i costs 13 20 209 10
dedyee notedyrghle conly 3 ] 106 5
Incee e manl v oenmp
fmployment 15 i6 295 1%
Nonemptiyeino® 18 19 192 24
Lompingtions of te shoye | 1 (1] 3
[aty 91 100 2.043 lu0

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

YRy
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Colleges and universities should be required to offer reduced
tuition to the elderly enrolling in college cour:es for credit or
continuing education.

Rural transportation should be established as a national pri-
ority with adequate funding to meet the needs of the rvral el-
derly population.

Fundirg should be available through federal sources to pro-
vide for those outreach and support services that promote grood
mental health.

The range of services eligible for Medicare/Medicaid reim-
bursement should be expanded to include varions forms of ‘
community based health care, preventive health care, and ex-
cluded items such as eye glasses, hearing aids, etc.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs

Kansas believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on a combination of programs as shown by the
following recommendations:

As an advocate for aging persons, ihe Administration on
Aging should promote a positive image of aging and provide
opportunites for knowledgeable, effective older persons to
interact with younger people.

The Aging Network needs to educate, inform, and advocate
for the elderly in matters relating to the media to assure accu-
rate information and depiction of the elderly.

The Federal government should provide funding and direc-
tion to enable appropriate research effort regarding minority
culture, spiritual well-being, religious base, and ethical convic-
tions, and the implications of these for policy development.

Improve health concerns through research and educatior:

Kansas believes health problems of the elderly can be improved
thro:ilgh research and education. For example, Kansas recom-
mends:

The National Cancer institute be directed to create programs
of clinical research specifically directed to the elderly.

Research should be directe({ to focus on reducing or eliminat-
ing pathological, physical, and social conditions that lead to
premature aging and dependency.

Research should place emphasis on all national institutes to
include geriatric and gerontological research.

In-service and continuing education programs should be re-
quired to include geriatric or gerontological components for
those professionals who provide serv'ce to older adults. .

Effective educational courses on death and dying should be
developed as a joint project by the Administration on Aging
and the Department of Education to provide a quality program
to schools and the aging network.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Thirty-five percent of Kansas' recommendatijons suggest inprov-
"2 the health, econoniic, and social issues impacting on the elderly
primarily through the Federal government, a recommendation also
made nationally (30 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SJCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Recommendations
Soutce of unfovement Kansas Nation
Number Petcent Numbet Percenl
Forderal Government 55 35 1.215 30
State and local government 35 23 439 1l
Fede:al and State government 39 25 666 16
Nongovernment 16 10 1,108 28
Combinations of the above 11 ! 600 15

Total 156 100 4.028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Kuonsas believes that existing organizations can provide the as-
sistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic,
and social problems (39 percent of their recommendations). This
belief is shared by the Nation (41 percent) as the following table
shows,

PROVIDER OF ASS!STANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

‘Wit # L mproysment Rans s Nation
Number Percent Number Percent

Legelator 35 23 511 14
Drgamzations 61 39 1.651 4]
Budg* 16 1i 167 19
Monilos A 15 218 5
Resedre - and development 8 5 291 8
Regulat ¢ 1 b 213 5
(rmbingtions, of the by ? ] 305 8

g 146 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Kansas believes m re people
and money (35 percent) to be the resources needed by providers to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
Ransds Notwn
Reoutces
Numbwr Percent Nottsint Petvent
Proapte k| ? 313 §
apyy 49 k)| 1.449 36
Process ) 16 1188 29
Materal 10 1 120 J
People apd money k) 15 640 17
Combinations of the sbawe 14 4 8 !
Total 156 100 1.028 100 “
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KENTUCKY STATE IsSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

COMPARISON OF KENTUCKY’S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Kentucky's recommendations suggest social issues (43 percent) to
be the primary concern of their elderly with economic issues
second (39 percent). However, the Nation's recommendations focus
on the econcmic dimension (51 percent) as the principal concern of
the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Kentucky Naton
&m: - - R T e _—————
o Number Percent Number Percent
Health et e eveeene e+ 2bemenni 17 18 639 16
Economic e e k1 39 2,043 51
Socual T T DR ' R

Total S 93 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
income
The Nation recommends that the elderly’s economic condition be
improved by reducing costs. Kentucky, on the other hand, believes
their elderly’s economic problems can best be resolved by increas-
ing and/or maintaining income through non-employment pro-
grams, like social security (38 percent of the economic recommen-
ations),

METIIOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN KENTUCKY

Recommendations
Method of relving (mancial burden Kenlucky ) Naton
Number Percent Number Percent

Increase, maintain income

Fmployment . . 6 16 295 15

Nonemployment o 14 k] 492 o
Reduce tnsts

Tares 8 22 113 §

Reduce durable costs | 3 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 2 5 106 5

Reduce service rosts . b 16 164 3
Combinations of the ahave 0 0 64 3

Total 3 100 2043 100
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly’s financial burden
could be relieved through non-employment programs include:

The Congress should search Social Security regulations to
identify and correct inequalities in Social Security based on sex
and marital status.

Social services, Medicaid, and Medicare should be paid out of
the general fund instead of social security.

Increase Supplemental Security Income to at least the na-
tional poverty level to make up for past discriminations in em-
ployment to minorities, *vomen, and middle-aged widows and
divorcees.

Improve soctal concerns by combining programs

Kentucky believes the social concerns of their elderly can be im- .
proved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown in the
following recommendations:

Educate society and the elderly for a better understanding of
the abilities and skills of elderly persons. Emphasize the ad-
vantages of using their knowledge, experience, and wisdom.

The Federal government should give additional authority to
an elected representative advisory council to coordinate and
monitor spending and service delivery as they affect, the elder-

The government should seek ways to provide incentives to
encourage private enterprise to provide financial, health, and
leisure pursuit planning.

Seek greater input from older persons about programs in-
volving themselves.

Provide financial support for business ventures for older per-
sons.

Improve health concerns by combining programs

Thirty-five percent of Kentucky’s recommendations suggest im-
proving the health problems of their elderly through a combination
of programs. For example, Kentucky recommends:

Pharmacists, drug sales representatives, physicians, and
health care extenders need continuing education on pharma-
cology as related to the aging process.

Legislation should be enacted that will establish a compre-
hensive national health care plan which includes long-term
care,

The 1981 White House Conference on Aging should encour-
age senior citizens to monitor, advocate, and be leaders in pro- .
viding for the care needs of the elderly.

IMPROV EMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND
A COMBINATION OF FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS

Kentucky recommends the Federal government and a combina-
tion of Federal and state governments as the primary source of im-
provement on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly, as
shown by the following table:

s}
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of mirovement Kentucky Kahon
Nurmber ~ Percent Numbes Peteent )
Fedetal Government 2% 27 1218 30
State and local government 5 6 439 1
Federal and State government 26 ) 666 16
Nongovernment 18 19 1,108 28
Other combinations 20 2 800 15

Totay . S 9% 100 4,028 100

A further analysis of each dimension shows Kentucky believes
non-government sources should help the elderly resolve their
health problems (41 percent), the Federal government should be
the primary source for improving the elderly’s economic plight (54
percent), while Federal and State governments should beayr the re-
sponsibility for solving social issues (39 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDIT/ONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION
T T Reomnentten by Gmensen
ource of improvement Heaith feonomi , Social
Nunbet  Percenl  Number Percent  Number Percen

Federal Government 3 18 20 54 3 ]
State and local government ? 12 1 3 4 L]
Federal and State gavernment ? 12 8 2 16 39
Nongovernment 7 4] 6 16 5 12
Other combinations . 3 17 2 5 15 37

Tota! . ‘ 17 100 k}} 100 41 100

ASEISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANJZATIONS

Kentucky's recommendations suggest that exieting organizations
can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their
health, economic, and sucial problems (61 percent of their recrm-
mendations). This Lelief is shared nationwide, (41 percent) as
shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

 Recommentatons
Prowuder o Rentucky Naton
Mymber Percent Numbet Bercent
1egssiator 20 2 517 14
Orzamzations 58 6 1.651 41
Budge! 6 ! il 19
Monitor 4 4 218 5
Research and development ? ? 297 8
Regulator 2 ? 213 t}
Combinations of the ahove 3 K] 305 8

Total T 100 4,028 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTY, ECONOMIC, AND SOUIAL
CONDITIONS O "HE ELDER' ¥

Forty-five percent of Kentucky's recommendations suggest more
peaple and increased funding (tnorey) as the resource needed for
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly,

Rt COMMENDATIONS
Kentury -N.;MOI.
LRI
Numnper Peent Numbet Percem
Pege 4 44 33 8
Mupey L] 4 1.449 36
M.itenal ! | 120 3
Praes ? / 1,188 29
Peggie ang iy vy " K 690 1
Lur gt 3t the jgaoye k| 268 !
Ly 9% toy 4028 100
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LOUISIANA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

LOUISIANA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

A comparison of Louisiana’s issues regarding the elderly with
those of the Nation showed them to be similar. The following table
shows economic issues are the primary concern of the elderly in
Louisiana and the Nation (51 percent of their recommendations)
with social issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Dxmension o Noten .

o e L Number . Ml“a@' o Numbet Pm:enl
Health . 1 1 639 16
[ conomic e e e 52 51 2,043 51

Total s C i02 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Louisiana agrees with the Nation's recommendation that the eco-
nomic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducing costs.
A further analysis of the economic dimension shows 29 percent of
Louisiana's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the
principal method of relieving the elderly’s financial ‘urden. This
recommendation was also made by the Nation (37 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN LOUISIANA

Method of relrewing fnancsal burden Loutsiang Nalmv o
. Nomber Poconl  Mmber  Peoent
Losts

Redutr service costs o 15 2 764 kY
Taxes ‘ e ! 13 113 6
Reduce durable costs , . 12 23 209 10
Reduce nondurahle costs S 6 1 106 §

Increase/mamtym income
t mployment b 12 295 15
Nonemployment 6 12 492 24
Combinations of the above . o 0 0 64 3
Total . §2 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude'
(A1)
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Incrense Medicaid in-home care and make provision for in-
creased Title XX homemuaker services to avoid institutionaliza-
tion.

Provide multi-year funding to ensure adequate and consist-
ent services, with escalation clauses to cover inflatior..

Change state Medicaid plans to allow for payment of home-
maker/home health services, day care for adults, and respite
care.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs

Louisi na believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved .y focusing on a combination of programs. For example,
Louisiana recommends:

Research shoud be done on social/economic needs prior to
eliminating programs.

Encourage the development of skills and talents.

Provide a communication network vn available services.

Develop a comprehensive, coordinated service delivery
system with multi-purpose community centers.

Encourage Senior Centers to develop community resources.

Improve health concerns through training and research

Louisiana recommends improving the health problems of the el-
derly through training and research. For example:

Do mure geriatric training and research, especially on medi-
cations for the elderly.

Research is needed on long-term care, elderly abuse, home
care, housing, mentai/spiritual health, and their inter-relation-
ships, in order to determine optimum means of service provi-
sion and ¢ are for the elderly.

Research that has been done or is now in process should be
coordinated and use made of cross-national data in solving the
problems of the elderly.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDEAL AND STATE AND
NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Louisiana's recommendations suggest Federal and state govern-
ments and non-government sources to be equally important in im-
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of emprovement Lovrsiany o Naton ~
fedeval Government . . .. e 17 17 1,215 30
State and locs) government e 10 10 439 1
federal and State government » 28 2 666 16
Nongoversment. . . . 28 ) 1.108 28
Otos combintions . . .. . . . S 19 9 I 15

Total e e 102 100 4,028 100
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A breankout of each dimension shows that Louisiana believes a
combination of Federal und Federal and state governmen. sources
should help resolve the elderly’s health problems (27 percent), Fed-
eral and state governments should be the primary source for im-
proving economic issues (42 percent) while non-government sources
should be responsible for solving social problems (44 percent).

SOURCES FUR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of improvement Heat b - b W

federal guvernment 3 a 14 2 0 0
State and local government . e 1 10 2 4 1 18
Federal and state government o 3 2 22 42 3 ]
Non-government : . .. 2 18 9 17 1)) u
Other combmations . . T 85 10 12 3

Total ‘ o e e e e e e et oo e 11 100 52 100 K} 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
A COMBINATION OF PLOVIDERS

Louisiana believes existing organizations and a combination of
providers can furnish the help needed to resolve most health, eco-
nomic, and social issues affecting the elderly as the following table
shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Pronde Jsan - M
Numbet percernt Nunber percent
Legislator . e e 2 2 n U]
Organizatior, . e 3 K| 1,651 41
Budget L e 3 3 167 19
Monitor . . e ’ 4 218 §
Research and development , o 8 8 297 8
Regulator 2 2 23 $
Combinations of the above . o LA 308 o 8

Total T, 102 100 4,028 109

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE TIIE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Louisiana and the Nation believe increased funding (money) to
be the resource most likely to be affected in improving the health,
economic, and social conditions of the elderly (38 and 36 percent,
respectively) as shown in the following table.
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Resources

People
Money
Process
Watenal

People and money
Combinations of the gbove

Total.

84

RECOMMENDATIONS

Louians

1
39

L]

10?

Kumhet percesnt

I}
38
9
4
3
9

100

_ANumha N 'ppvm1~
k] K} 8

1,449 3

1,188 2

120 3

690 17

268 1

4,028 100



MAINE STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

MAINE'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE NATIONWIDE

Maine's issues concerning the elderly are similar to those nation-
wide. As shown in the following table, both Maine and the Nation
believe economic issues (56 and 51 percent, respectively) to be the
primary concern of the elderly with social concerns second (41 and
33 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Maine “Natm
o L Number Pescant Number o Percent
Health e e ? 3 639 16
Fconomic, e e 40 5% 2,043 51
Social e e e 8 a4 __”1.34_6 , B

Total e n 100 4,028 100

Improve economic conditions by reducing costs

Sixty percent of Maine's economic recommendations suggest im-
proving the economic condition of the elderly by reducing costs, a
recommendation also made nationwide (58 percent). A further
analysis of the economic dimension shows that Maine’s recommen-
dations propose relieving the financial burden on the elderly by re-
ducing the cost of durables and services.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MAINE

Rer~mmendations 7 ~
Mothod of telieving financial byrden Maine Nanop
Numbet Percent Number Percent
Lot
Hedute service costs / 18 164 37
s 5 12 60 113 6 58
Reduce durable costs 8 20 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 4 10 106 ]
Incredse mantain income
tployeant ? 5 795 15
Nonemployment 14 J5 492 4
Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total 4 100 2.043 100

Specific recommendations on how durable costs can be reduced
include:
LHY
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A shared homes program be developed and implemented by
the State of Maine and, if necessary, funding for such a pro-
gram shall come from reallocation of existing housing re-
sources.

The legislature appropriate seed money to be admimsiered
by a citizen's group appointed by the Governor and made up
primarily of the elderly to encourage, fund, and evaluate a va-
riety of informal commu' ity based innovative and creative res-
idential solutions to hous.ng %roblems for the elderly.

Place a limit on unreasonable profit in rents; eliminate secu-
rity deposits for the elderly.

Improve soctal concerns by providing more opportunities/alterna-
tives

Maine's recommendations focus on providing opportunities and .
alternatives to improve social concerns of the elderly. For example:
The 1980 Blaine House Conference on Aging supports the
intent of the proposed legislation submitted by the Bureau of
Insurance to establish minimum standards for Medicare sup-
plement insurance policies.
The roles and responsibilities of the Bureau of Maine's El-
derly be strengthened in long-term care service development.
The Bureau of Maine’s Elderly and the Maine State Housing
authority conduct a study and make a report by October 1981
or sooner to the older citizens of Maiiie concerning the options
regarding Home Equity Utilization.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS

Seventy-five percent of Maine's recommendations suggest im-
proving the health, economic, and social issues impacting on the el-
derly through state and local governments, as opposed to 11 per-
f)enlt‘l nationwide. Federal government sources are considered second

y Maine,

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

lmmmndatpu o
Source of improvement Maine Naton )
Humbet Percent Number Percent
Federal Government . 13 18 1215 0
State and local government L 53 15 439 1
Federal and State government 4 e 3 4 666 16
Nongovetnment . ? 3 1,108 28 .
Combinations of the ahove 0 0 600 15

Tatal I 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH FXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Maine believes that existing organizations can proviue the assist-
ance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, and
anciul problems (34 percent of their recommendations). Forty-one

U
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percent of the Nation’s recommendations also suggest organiza-
tions as the principle provider.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

e . Becommendstoos

Provdet Wae oo M
R Muber ol Mumber  Peoent

Legislator 2 k]| 5n 14
Orgamizations . p]] 3 1,851 |
Budget .. ... ... . 20 2 167 19
Monttor . ... ... 1 1 218 5
Research and development 4 6 27 8
Regulator . . 0 0 213 §
Combunations of the above . e o 0 % 8
Total . e n 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROYVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-one percent of Maine’s recommendations suggest increased
funding (money) as the primary resource necessary for providers to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly,
a lw)/liew shared nationwide (36 percent), as shown in the following
table.

Recommendations
i [ Nahon

Resources Lo e

o . Number Percent Number Percent
People ... 0 0 33 8
Morey . X} 61 1,449 3%
Process . . 23 32 1,188 e
Matenal .. ... . - e e et i 3 4 120 3
Peoplo and momey... .. . .. ... e 0 0 690 )
Combinations of the above. . ... T 4 o 3 268 7
Total. ... . o R n 100 4,028 100

J1




MARYLAND STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

MARYLAND'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

Maryland's issues regarding the elderly are similar to those
throughout the Nation. The following table shows both Maryland
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern
of the elderly (55 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Maryland Nation

Dimension
,Mombe Pcent  Memder  Peoeml
Health . 26 22 639 16
teanomie 65 55 2.043 51
Social . a 3 R 3

Total C e 118 100 4,028 100

Improved economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
income

Nationally, the elderly’s economic condition could be improved
by reducing costs. However, Maryland recommends that economic
problems can best be resolved by increasing and/or maintaining
the income of the elderly as shown in the following table. A further
analysis of the economic dimension, as shown in the following
table, shows that 46 percent of Maryland’s recommendations sug-
gest increasing and/or maintaining income through non-emplor-
ment programs, like social security. Maryland believes this should
ge }he primary method of relieving the financial burden on the el-

erly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MARYLAND

Recommendations
Method of *eheving hndncial burden Maryland Nation
Number Percent Number Percent

Increaw hambin .o ome

fmployment
Nonemployment

Costs
Tarey
Reduce dutable cost
Reduc e nondutable ravdy
Reduce service oty

Combination’, of the shove

Total

(K¥)

I
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Specific recommendations on how the elderly’s economic plight
could be improved through non-employment programs include:

Raise eligibility proportionately when Social Security is
raised.

Increase the amount a beneficiary can earn without affect-
ing Social Security benefits.

Change the special maximum Social Security retirement
benefit by increasing the maximum credited years from 30 to
35, thereby increasing benefits.

Maintain the Food Stamp program.

Standardize income eligibility requirements for all benefit
programs for the elderly.

Support maintenance and extension of cost-of-living adjust-
ment in pensions.

Social concerns can be improved through education

Maryland's recommendations focus on education programs to im-
prove social concerns of the elderly. For example:

Provide nutrition education to both consumers and providers
including information about the reaction of medicine, alcohol,
drugs and nutrition.

Provide Federal funds to support education of the public
through the media to change stereotypes of old age.

Continue training and education on the images of aging to
the general public.

Strengthen senior centers as designated community focal
points to support a coordinated effort between service provid-
ers, centers, and clubs.

Improve health concerns through research and education

Maryland believes health problems of the elderly can be im-
proved through research, education, and by providing more help.
For example:

Conduct research into the theoretical process of aging and
develop better measures of aging then chronological age to
assess physiologic, psychologic, and functional status.

Research the acceptance and rejection of aging by individ-
uals and the impact of these attitudes on mental health well-
being.

Provide health education and consumer awareness in the
area= of normal and pathological aging processes.

Address the physical rehabilitation policy for the infirm and
disabled elderly.
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Encourage Maryland comniunity hospitals to provide facili-
ties for holdink and observing elderly persons who are acutely
mentally ill.

Expand community support services especially family sup-
port, day care, respite care, and in-home care services.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Maryland believes the primary source of improvement for issues
impacting on the elderly on all dimensions is the Federal govern-
ment (33 percent of their recommendations), a belief shared by the
Nation (3 ﬂercent). Non-government sources were considered to be

8

second, as shown in the following table.
SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
_ - e _m ~
Source of improvement Marytand Naton

o o . Number Petcent Number Pertrat
federal (overnment e 3 33 1,215 30
Nongovernment L 2 25 1.108 28
Federal and State government 14 12 666 16
State and lucal government | 20 Y 439 1
Combinations of the above T I « 600 15

Total . 118 100 4,028 100

By dimension, however, a difference exists by source in Mary-
land. Maryland specifies that improvements relating to health and
social issues should be tie responsibility of non-government sources
while economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal
government'’s responsibility, as shown in the following table.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING 1.2 CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Soutce o mprovemer "
Number  Percent  Number  Prrcemt  Numbr  Percent

Federal Government

? 8 ? 49 5 19
State and local government } 4 13 20 6 2
tederal and State government 4 15 9 14 1 4
Nongovernment 16 62 4 6 9 3
(Other 3 | 7 I 6 22

Tota 26 10 6 10 2 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXISTING
ORGANIZATIONS

Maryland's recommendations suggest that existing organizations
can resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the
elderly (34 percent of their recommendations). As shown in the fol-
lowing table, this suggestion was also recommended by the Nation
(41 percent).
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Pt L M W

Nuder  Percest  Number  Peroet

Leguslator o e e 2 n 14
Organizabons . . . 40 kL] 1,651 4]
Budget . . . . . L e 9 8 767 19
Momtr . . .. e e e ] 9 218 5
Research and development. . . e e 1 9 297 8
Regulator ... .. e e e 18 15 3 §

0 . 0 305 8

Wl o o 118 100 4028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Maryland believes more
people and increased funding (money) as the resources most needed
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder-
ly, as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Money . . . e 1t v 9 25 1,449 36
Matenal . 13 1 120 3
Frocess 23 19 1,188 e

People and money . . .o 7 3% 690 1
Combinations of the abave ... .. . .. . ... 11 L 9 268 7

Toal 18 100 4028 100

e 404 0 . o5 o4

35




MASSACHUSETTS STATE ISSUES ON AGING IN THE 1980’s

COMPARISON OF MASSACHUSETTS  ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THE
NATION

Contrary to the views throughout the Nation, Massachusetts be-
lieves the elderly are principally concerned with social issues, with
economic issues being second. Forty-seven percent of their recom-
mendations focus on the social dimension as oppused to 33 percent
nationally.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Massachusetts Nation
m —m e e m e i o e - e ———————— e e e
~ Number Percent Number Percent
Health C e e v —— 16 14 639 16
Sconomic et e 46 3 2,043 51
Socia! e 56_47 M___l,:_igﬁ __4___'§§

Total e e 118 100 4,028 100

Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly

Massachusetts recommends reducing costs as the method for im-
proving the econoniic condition of tue elderly, a recommendation
sugg-sted by the Nation. Further analyzing the economic dimen-
sion, we found 41 percent of Massachusetts’ recommendations pro-
pose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on the
elderly, a recommendstion also made by the Nation (37 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON MASSACHUSETTS' ELDERLY

Recommendations

Mothan! of relieving fmancial burden Massachusstts Nation
Numbet Percent Number Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs . . 19 4l 764 )]

Tazes ? 1 "3 6

Reduce durable costs ? 4 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 3 I 106 §
Increase/m3intain income

Employment . 3 6 295 15

Nonamgloyment 16 35 492 L]
Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Totat 46 100 2,043 100

(4h2)
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lS(gmiﬁc recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

Nutrition programs shall provide for the reimbursement of
transporting persons and home delivered meals.

Tll:e nutrition program shali be made available 7 day. a
week.

Publicly funded legal services for the elderly shall provide
legal advice and representation to individuals and groups by
attorneys and para-legals.

Extend the present Medicare system to include mental
health care, eyeglasses, foot care, home visits, more medica-
tions, hearing aids and other out of hospital expenses.

Social concerns can be iriproved through a combination of programs

Massachusetts believes the social concerns of the elderly can be
improved by focusing on a combination of programs, as shown by
the following, recommendations:

Governmental agencies responsible for the administration
and enforcement of anti-age discrimination laws and regula-
tions shall enforce them in an active manner and shall provide
the necessary resources and support to handle those responsi-

——— —bilities effectively.

All public and private industry which plays a role in shaping
public opinions and attitudes shall establish industry wide
codes aimed at eliminating ageism.

Nutrition education shall be promoted through the mass
media and as an integral part of the nutrition program.

Publicly funded recreational facilities and equipment shall
be available to and accessible to persons 60 and over.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCE3

Thirty-four percent of Massachusetts’ recommendations suggest
improving issues impecting on the elderly through a combination
of sources, as opposed to 15 percent by the Natior.. as shown in the
following table,

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

* Recommendatons

Source of improvement Massachuselts Ngtm )

o o Nut ‘et mPgroen! Number Percent
Federal Government o kY} 21 1,215 30
Slate and local government L] ! 439 1
Federal and State government rX) 19 666 16
Nongovernment . 15 13 1,108 28
Combtnnations of *he above . 40 34 600 , 15

Total R 118 100 4,028 1n0

As shown in the following table, Massachusetts specifies that im-
provements relating to health and social issues should be the re-
sponsibility of a combination of sources while economic improve-
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Lnents for the elderly should be the Federal government’s responsi-
ility.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

A Recommendativas by Gimention
Source of improvement Heath __Em Social

uw et Peréml Nunwer Pemmt.- t wau‘ Percent

3l L&} 50 4 1
0 0 0 8 14
3 13 a8 8 14

6 5 1§ D
05 N a8

i o0 = r O wn

16 100 % 100 56 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORE FUNDS

Massachusetts’ recommendations suggest that a combination of
providers, (31 percent) and existing organizations (23 percent) could
provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health,
econotnic, and social problems. The Nation recommends existing or-
ganlzations (41 percent) as the principle provider of help to the el-

erly.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

) o o Numha Percent Numbe¢ Percent
Legislator . . e 16 1 n I}
Orgamzatiens e e 4 2 1,651 4
Budget. .. . . 21 18 167 19
Monitor . . . 5 8 218 5
Research ant development. . e 5 4 297 8
Regulators . - - 3 2 213 5
Combinations of the above . 37 3 305 8

Total . 118 100 4028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND S8OCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-one percent of Massachusetts’' recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the necessary resource to enable the
pioviders to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent)
as shown in the following table.

9
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources -
Numbes

Percent

Combinations of the above . .. . . ... 12




MIcHIGAN S1ATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

MICHIGAN'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Michigan's elderly concerns with those of the
Nation and found them to be similar. As the table below shows, .
most of Michigan's elderly concerns are economic (45 percent) com-
pared to 51 percent for the Nation with social concerns second (40
percent for Michigan and 33 percent nationwide).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Michigzn Nation
Dimension Tttt T TTT T T - = T T
o - Numbet Petcent Number Percent )
Health e e e e 23 15 639 16
Economic . 66 45 2,043 51

Total Ce e e 148 100 4,028 100

Economic condition improved by reducing service costs

Michigan and the Nation believe the economic plight of the el-
derly could be improved through reduced cervice cosis. As the table
below shows, recommendations to reduce service costs totaled over
31 percent for both Michigan and the Nation.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MICHIGAN

Method of rebeving financial burden Michigan o Naton o
o Nmnhrui ) __f?menl B Number Percent
CI\'l"-
faxes 0 0 113 6
Reduce durable costs 14 1 209 10 .
Reduce nondurable costs 3 5 106 5
Reduce service costs . 21 32 164 k}J
IncreaseMaintain Income
t mployment 6 9 295 15 .
Nonemployment 20 30 492 2%
Comhinations of the above ? 3 64 3

Total 66 100 2043 100

Most of Michigan's recoonmendations for improving the economic
condition of the elderly through reduced service costs are con-
cerned with caring for the elderly particularly their health care
needs. For example:

196)
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Vision, hearing, and dental health education and care be
made available to the elderly.

The scope of coverage of Medicare be expanded to include
ho.ne health services which are not predicated on skilled nurs-
ing criteria.

Adult day services be available for families or significant
othe=s who care for dependent elderly.

Health concerns are similar to the Nation's

Most of the Nation's recommendations concerning how to resolve
the health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals
learn more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses.
Michigan also expresses many of these same concerns and ad-
dresses some specific health problems. For example:

Curricula for professionals in all health-related disciplines
shlould include requirements for training in the field of geron-
tology.

Funds should be made available to educate the staff of
human service agencies and facilities, health professionals and
elderly consumers, so that counseling and treatment services
are provided to meet the needs of the elderly with drug and
alcohol problems.

Funds should be made available for physical and mental
health education and promotion at the state and local level.

Social recommendations emphasize protecting the elderly

The Nation's social recommendations are concerned with improv-
ing services through better program coordination. Although some
of Michigan'’s social recommendations were also concerned with im-
proving services through better coordination, most of Michigan's
social recommendations emphasized protecting the elderly from
crime as well as from discrimination and other inequities of socie-
ty. For example:

Action at the national level be taken to maximize elderly in-
dependence in coping with crime, the threat of crime, and the
consequences of crime.

The older population and the national senior advocacy
groups be made aware of the reality of discrimination now ex-
isting in communication meaia.

Federal guidelines should protect the elderly during the
process of condominium conversion.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Michigan's recommendations, like the Nation, suggest that the
source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly includ-
ing those in the health, economic, and social dimensions is the Fed-
eral governiuent, Forty percent of Michigan's recommendations
and 30 percent of the Nation’s recommendations suggest the Feder-
al government as  he primary source for improvement, as shown in
the following table.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of improvement . lt!ﬂ}ll N Nation

~ Number Percent Number Percent
Federal GOVEINMENt . ... ot e eeetrn e 59 40 1,215 30
State and Jocal government .. .. . . ... 12 8 439 1
Federal and State government ... - P ] 20 666 16
NONGOVEIIMENY . ... .. et e« oo e ] 15 1,108 28
Combunations of the above.. .8 o w0 05

|17 OO 148 100 4028 100

A breakout for each dimension for Michigan in the following
table shows that although Michigan believes the Federal govern-
ment should be the primary source for imgrovin the economic
condition of the elderly, some of the responsibility for assisting the
elderly should be shared with the state government for health
problems. A combination of Federal government and noa-govern-
ment sources should help the elderly resolve their social problems.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimension
Source of improvement Mlh o [emmc o Snml

State and local government . .
Federal and State government . ..
Nongovernment . . . ...

Ttk .. ... . .

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS

Over 50 percent of Michigan's recommendations suggest that a
combination of providers could resolve the health, economic, and
social concerns of the elderly as opposed to 8 percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

ARm_mendalms o
Provder , M_nhlgan ) Na_t_n_p_ S

!lllmber Percent Number Percent
Legrslator - 25 17 511 14
Orgamyations D e k! ] 23 1,651 41
Budget e ? 1 167 19
Monitor 4 5 3 218 5
Research and development 1 1 297 8
Regulator 9 3 213 L]
Combinations of the above 16 52 308 8

Total 148 100 4.028 100
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RESOURCES NEEDEL TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Michigan believes increased funding (moisey) can best improve
the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly (45 per-
cent of their recommendations). This view was shared nationwide
(36 percent) as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Money . 67 45 1,449 3
Matenal e, I I 120 3
Progess . . R 5 3 1188 29
Peopie and money . o 38 26 690 17
Combinations of the above . . ... . ... e A 16 268 1

Total




MINNESOTA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

MINNESOTA’'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION’S CONCERNS

By comparing the elderly recommendations made by Minnesota
with those of the Nation, we found that Minnesota’s issues regard-
ing the elderly were similar to those of the Nations as a whole.

The following table shows that both Minnesota and the Nation
believe the primary concerns of the elderly are economic issues.
Forty-five percent or more of the total issues are ecomomic for both
Minnesota and the Nation. The second concern of the elderly in
Minnesota, as well as nationally, deals with social issues (34 percent
of the total issues are social for Minnesota; 33 percent for the
Nation) followed by concerns regarding health issues (21 percent of
the total issues are health for Minnesota; 16 percent for the
Nation).

Mmnesota Nahon
Dimension .
Numbet Percent Number Percent
Heaith . 26 21 639 16
Economic 55 45 2.043 51
Social §? 34 1.346 K|

Totai 123 100 4,028 100

Economic condition can be improved through reduced service costs

Minnesota, like the Nation, believes the economic condition of
the elderly could be improved through reduced service costs. Rec-
ommendations to reduce service costs total over 37 percent for both
Minnesota and the Nation, as shown in the following table.

Mt THOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MINNESOTA

Recommendatmns

Melat 1 oipvirg hogaral fyden Minnesots Naton
Numbet forcent Number Percent
[T
Redyce serpep o 24 4 164 K
Tares, | ? 113 6
Redure utahie covt, 5 9 209 10
Redyee amiyeghe <oty ? 4 106 5
Iotede g phan ncone
Fmploymar 1 14 I3 295 15
Nonpmplnymiep! k] 16 49? 4
Lember b, of Tha atiye i] f) b 3
Tyt 45 10n /043 100

L M




101

Most of Minnesota's recommendations for reducing costs are con-
cerned with reducing costs of long-term and in-home health care.
For example:

More Medicaid, Medicare and other funds should be directed
toward support to non-institutionalized long-term care.

Discrimination due to residents’ and clients’ financial status
should be prohibited in access to long-term care services and in
the admittance to and discharge from Medicaid and Medicare
certified facilities.

Households that care for their family members should not be
penalized through the reduction of already limited income and
services and should not be denied available related services or
reimbursements.

Health concerns stress improvements in health research and long-
term care

Most of Minnesota’s recommendations concerning how to resolve
the health problems of the elderly focus on issues concerning
health research and long-term care. For example:

Study the causes, effects, and treatments of dimentia occur-
ring across the lifespan using biomedical, psychological, and
other appropriate techniques.

Educate researchers concerning ways to present their work
in formats which non-researchers can understand and use.

Case management for residents and clients of long term care
should reflect the needs of the whole person.

Social recommendations suggest the elderly should maintain close
community ties

Although Minnesota's recommendations for improving the social
aspect of the elderly’'s lives are concerned with specific issues like
housing and transportation, most of the recommendations suggest
services be closely integrated with other community services and
promote independence in the elderly. For example:

Housing for the elderly should be located in proximity to
community resources and be integrated with the larger service
delivery system of the community.

Public and private agencies should make concrete efforts to
involve older volunte2rs in community planning and decision-
making. as well as in action programs.

Community information and referral services should be com-
prehensive in approach and should dispense information about
crime prevention, consumer fraud, employment, retirement op-
tions, and legal aid as well as health and social services.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO BE SHARED BY GOVERNMENT AND NONGOVERNMENT
SOURCES

Unlike most of the Nation which suggest the Federal govern:
ment as the primary source of improvement on all dimensions for
issues impacting on the elderly, Minnesota believes the responsibil-
ity for improvements should be shared by both governn 1t and
non-government sources. See table below.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of improvement B mmu —' ) Nabon B
Nomber  Percent Number Percent “

federal Government o 24 2 1,215 30
State and local government R 7 ] 439 11
federal and State governmeni .. e e 22 18 666 16
Nongovernment B 43 3 1,108 28
Comtinations of the sbove e _ 27 o _..21,, B ) 600¥ ) WJ,{?
Tolat e et eienesorein 123 100 4,028 109

An interesting point to note as shown in the foliowing table is
that Minnesota clearly specifies that improvements relating to
health and social aspects should be the responsibility of non-gov-
ernment sources (77 percent and 43 percent, respectively) while
economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal gov-
ernment’s responsibility

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendstions by dimension
Source of smproverent Health Economic Social
Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Nymber  Percent

federal Government 1 4 18 KK 5 12
State and local government 0 0 ? 4 5 12
Federal and State government : ? 8 13 24 1 17
Nongovernment ) 20 n ) 9 18 43
Other 3 11 17 30 ] 16

Tolal % 100 9% 100 a2 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY PROVIDED THROUGH EXISTING
ORGANIZATIONS AND BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS

Minnesota believes most health, economic, and social issues af-
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations
and budget considerations. As shown in the following table, Minne-
sota suggests that 37 percent of its recommendations can be carried
out {innough existing organizations, and 29 percent through budget
considerations,
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Prover T S
i ) Number Petcent Nutnber Percent

Legislator . . e 2 2 n 14
Organuzations . ..... e . : 46 n 1,651 41
Budget . L e e 36 2 167 19
Montor . .. .. e s 1 6 218 L
Research and-development ... . .. ... . ... 23 19 297 8
REGUIIOr .. . . oo e e e 8 7 213 5
Combmations of the above........ T . D 8
Total . .. . o e 123 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Minnesota believes through increased funding (money) as well as
through changing the current process, (42 and 42 percent, respec-
tively) the health, economic, and gocial conditions can be improved
by existing organizations, and budget considerations.

RECOMMENDATIONS
o o Mimnesots Naton

Resources - . T T T T T i

o Numbet Pescent Number Percent
People e et e 4 3 33 8
Money e e §2 4 1,449 36
Matenal e 3 ? 120 3
Process o e 51 42 1,188 29
People and money ) e e 12 10 690 17
Combations of the above e 1 w1
Total e e 123 100 4,028 100

1077




Mississippl STATE ISSUES CN AGING FOR THE 1980’s

MISSISSIPPI'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

We compared Mississippi’s recommendations with those of the
Nation and found them to be similar. The following table shows
that Mississippi considers both social and economic issues to be
equally important to the elderly (43 and 42 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Misssssippn Naton
Dmm C e em e e e imee mimmr ememm e = - .
B Number Percent Number Percent
Health 13 15 639 16
tconomic 35 2 2,043 51
Social s s 36 4 1.346 3B
Total e e e e —— 84 100 4,028 100

Improvement economic condition by reducing costs

Mississippi, along with the Nation, recommends reducing service
costs as the principle method of relieving the financial burder on
the elgfrly (40 and 37 percent, respectively) as shown in the follow-
ing table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MISSISSIPPI

A _ Rmmndahqns ,
Nathod of rebewing hinancial burden o Mussmw - Naton o
Number Percent Vumber Percent
Costs

Reduce service costs 14 4 764 3
Tazes 3 9 113 6
Reduce durabie costs 5 14 209 10
Reduce non durable costs ? 6 106 5

Inctease; mamtain mcome
Employment 5 14 295 15
Nonemployment 6 17 492 L)
“wnations of the above . 0 0 64 3
Toial 35 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
cluded:
Medicare and Medicaid guidelin.es be changed to cover more
in«home maintenance and reventive care.
Legislation be enacted which would allow older.adults dental
care and flouridation under Medicare and Medicaid.
(104
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The svailability of day care centers for the elderaly be in-
creas~d.

Free or low cost legal services be provided for those clder
ad‘1lts unable to pay the costs for such servicus.

Social ~cacerns can be improved through a combination of pro-
grams

The issues surrounding the social aspects of Mississippi's elderly
fcous on a combination of programs (42 percent of the <ocial recom-
mendations). for example, Mississippi recoinmends:

The public be educated about the resource potential of nurs-
ing home residents and the pesitive impact it can have on the
community.

Efforts be made to develop an age integrated scciety by Mis-
sissippi citizens, elected public officials, program administra-
tors, and the clergy.

Develop education and training programs relating to the el-
derly by Educational Television.

Encourage pre-retirement counseling through indus'ries and
community groups.

Improve health concerns through research and edu.ation

Mississippi believes health problems of the elderly can best be
improved through research and education as shown by the follow-
ing recommendations:

Research efforts directed toward rehabiliiation and disability
assessment of older adults should be expanded.

Older people be educated and motivated to take care of their
own state of health.

Health , rofessionals help to implement programs to edu :ate
older adults in Jroper use of drugs and alcohol.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERMNMENT S0O°TRCES

Mississippi believes the source of impravement on all dimensions
for issues impacting on the elderly is non-government sources.
Forty-four percent of Mississippi's recommendations shown non-
government as the primary soarce of improve:.aent as opposed to 28
percent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations
Soutee of impeovement Mississippt Natr -
Number Percent Nuenbet Peicent
federal Government . 14 17 1,215 30
State and tocdl government Y 20 439 1
federal and State goverament 12 14 666 16
Nongaverntent 3 1] 1.108 28
(ther comhinatinn-, 4 4 600 15

Totl 84 100 4.028 100
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A breukout of ench dimension in the following table shows that
Mississippi believes the Federal guvernment should be the: primary
source for improving the e~onomic issues of the elderly (74 percent)
while non-government souices should help the elderly resolve their
health and social problems (84 and 50 percent, respectively).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THF FLDERLY BY DIMENSION

Source of ‘mprovement Heatth Ecreomic Socual

Federal Government .

. 1 8 12 3 1 3

State and local government e 1 8 8 3 8 22
Federal and State govetnment o 0 0 6 17 6 17
Nongovernment . VR || 8 8 3 18 50
Oiher combinations ... .. ... (] (] 1 3 3 8
Total e e e e 13 100 3 100 36 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Mississippi, like the Nation, believes existing organizations can
provide the help necessa:y (o resolve most henlth, economic, and
social issues affecting the elderly (58 and 41 percent, respectively)
as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

) N,"?"E._ Petcent Number Percent
Legrslator . 14 17 511 14
Organizations . o 49 58 1,651 41
Budget . . 16 19 161 19
Momtor ) 2 2 218 §
Research and development o 0 (] 297 8
Regulator : 3 4 213 ]
Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total 84 100 407" 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
"ONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-two percent of Mississ ppi's recommendations and 29 per-
cent of the Nations suggest processing as the resource needed for
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Mopney . e 25 30 1,449 3
Matenal o 0 0 120 3
Process o e 52 62 1,188 3
People and money S e 5 ! 690 n
Combinations of the above ... . S e 0 0 268 1

Total . . e s et e 84 100 4,028 100




MissOURI STATE IsSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

MISSOURI’S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATIC {

We compared the recommendations made by Missouri regarding
the elderly with those of the Nation and found them t~ be similar.
The following table shows both Missouri and the Nation believe
economic issues are the primary concern of the elderly with social
issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS 3Y DIMENSION

Missoun ™
L Numbet __limml Numbes Percent
Health 1 A €39 16
teonomic 18 55 2,043 s
Social oL ) 8 a 1 3
Total O 33 100 4028 100

Economic situation can be improved by incieasing/maintaining
income

The Nation recommende that the elderly’s economic condition
can be improved by reducing costs. However, Missouri believes
their elderly’s economic problems can best be resolved by increas-
ing and/or maintaining income.

A further analysis of the economic dimension reveals that Mis-
souri believes the best way to increase and/or maintain income for
the elderly in Missouri is through non-employment programs like
Social Security (50 percent of the recommendations).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MISSOURI

Recomn ~ations
Wethad of relieving fnancial burden Missourt Naton
Number Percent Number Percent
Inctegse mainlain ineome
f mptoyment ? I 295 15
Nonemployment 9 50 497 4
Costs
Tazes 0 0 113 6
Reduce durable costs 0 0 209 10
Reduce nondutable tovts 0 0 106 5
Reduce etvice rosly ! 39 164 3!
{,ombinations of the above 0 0 b4 3
Tota) 18 100 2,043 100
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Specific recommendations concerning how the older person’s eco-
nor;ti(ci plight could be improved through non-employment programs
include:

The earnings of Social Security participants should not be
restricted and income benefits should be maintained at no less
than the present benefit level.

Interest income to persons 65 and older should be tax
exempt.

A national policy on an ad2quate minimum income should
be developed including Social Security and other governmental
programs as well as private pensions and other private sources
to meet the needs of the retired.

Soctal concerns can be improved through a combination of programs

The issues surrounding the'social aspects of Missouri’s elderly
focus on a combination of programs as shown by the following rec-
ommendations:

Efforts should be made toward securing continued funding of
research and the findings of such research should be widely
distributed in understandable lay terms.

A comprehensive public education program should be devel-
oped and schools preparing health professionals should provide
curriculum with specific education concerning the characteris-
tics and needs of older adults.

The coalition of or%anizations serving older Americans
should be encouraged by clearly defining responsibilities of
each unit of government in relation to planning and service
provisions.

Improve health concerns by providing more and better services

Missouri believes health problems of the elderly can best be im-
rroved by providing more and better services as shown by the fol-
owing recommendations:

Day care services for the elderly should be developed and ex-
randed and the concept and practice of intergenerational

iving and shared housing should be explored.

An adequately funded public and private health care system
for the elderly should be established which promotes maximum
functioning of the individual through a continuum of care con-
cept characterized by the appropriate level of quality care at
the proper time.

Nutrition opportunities both in congregate and in-home set-
tings should %e continued and/or expanded to areas where
they are nonexistent.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Missouri, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Thirty-seven percent of Miscouri’s recommendations
and 30 percent of the Nation’s recommendations show the Federal
government as the primary source for improvement. As shown in
the following table, Missouri agrees with the Nation that empha-
sizes non-government as being second.




110
SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE FLDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommy valions
Squrce of improvement Missours Nation
Number o Pv_tgam Nunlber Percent
tederal Government 12 31 1,215 K]
Nongovernment 8 ' 1.108 28
Federal and State government ] 21 666 16
State and local goverment l 3 439 11
Combinations of the above 5 15 600 15

Tolal 3 100 4028 100

Of interest is the following table which shows that Missouri
specifies that improvements relating to health issues should be the
responsibility of non-government sources, social issues the responsi-
bility of Federal and state governments while ec: nomic improve-
ments should be the Federal government'’s responsibility.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendation by dimension
“anitee ol anprivernent Health Economsc Social
Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent

tederal Government 0 0 11 61 l 12
State and local povernment 0 0 0 0 1 12
federal and State government 0 0 4 2 J 38
Nongoverment ] " 1 6 ? 25
(Othet ? 29 ? 1l | 13

Total ! 100 18 100 8 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORg FUNDS

Missouri believes that existing organizations and more funds can
resolve most health, economic, and sucial issues affecting the elder-
ly (81 percent ot their recommendations). This belief is shared by
the Nation s ‘he following table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Re¢commendations
ey e Missun Nation
LG Pot) pol Numbe* Pecrent

Legrslator | 4 Al 14
Drgamzations & ] ] A3l 41
Rudge! s plo 181 jof 0
Monttor Jd n 218 9
Respgreh ami develnpment { 1 M 8
Rogutilor ! h 23 N
i empnghons of the ibove n il 305 i

Tahyl 33 i 408 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Missouri helieves through increased funding (money) and process-
ing the health, economic, and social conditions can be improved, a
view sharea by the Nation 85 and 65 percent respectively, as the
following table shows.

RECOMMENDATIONS
* Missoyn Naton
Resources
Numbet Percent Number Percent
. Peuple 1 3 33 8
Money 16 49 1449 36
Materal 0 0 ] 85 120 3 68
Process 12 36 1,188 Vi
People and Muney 4 12 690 17
Combinations of the above 0 0 268 1

Intal 3 100 4.028 100
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MONTANA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

MONTANA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Montana’s recommendations with those of the
Nation and found Montana's issues regarding the elderly similar to
those of the Nation. The following table shows economic issues to
be the primary concern of the elderly in Montana (58 percent) and
throughout the Nation (51 percent) with social issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Montan Naton
o .
~ Number Percent Number Percent
Healt, 5 1e 639 16
Economic e} 58 2,043 51
Social S I 1.346 kK|
Total e s 50 100 4,028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs

Montana, along with the Nation, recommends reducing costs as
the best way to improve the economic condition of the elderly. A
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 31 percent
of Montana's recommendations sug%est reducing service costs as
the primary method to relieve the elderly’s financial burden. This
suggestion is consistent with the Nation (37 percent), as shown in
the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN MONTANA

* Recommendations

Method of reneving tinancial burden Montana Nabon
Number Percent Number Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs 9 3l 164 37

Tawes ! 4 113 b

Reduce durable costs l 3 209 10

Reduce nnndurable costs 4 14 106 5
InCrease. mAINtAIN income

Employment 3 10 295 15

Nonemployment ! bl ] 492 bl
Combinations of the above 4 14 64 3

Tntal 29 100 7.043 100

Specific recommendations for improving the elderly's economic
condition by reducing service costs include:
(112
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Allocate financial resources for in-home services more equi-
tably in rural areas. )

Increase federal and state funding by direct subsidies to
rural elderly programs inadequately served by public transpor-
tation.

Increase funding for transportation programs.

Improve social concerns by fostering independence through better in-
home and transportation services

Montana believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by fostering the independence of the elderly through better
in-home and transportation services. In addition, Montana suggests
special considerations to meet the social needs of Native American
elderly. Specific examples of these recommendations include:

Expand awareness of in-home services by increasing educa-
tion, outreach, and local group and individual efforts through
public media, community group and person-to-perse: contacts.

Establish a network tcansportation system which includes
rail and air service to adequately meet the needs of senior citi-
zens in town and within the state.

Special considerations must be made for Native American
p;g)ulations concerning problems of isolation and abuse of its
elderly.

Improve health concerns by providing more comprehensive health
care

Montana recommends providing more comprehensive coverage
and services to improve the health problems of the elderly. Specific
recommendations include:

Establish a national health insurance program.

Establish quality health care clinics utilizing physician as-
sistants and nursing personnel, to be managed under local con-
trol and to focus on preventive health education with adequate
federal and state funding.

IMPROVEMENTS Ti) BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Montana, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement on
all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the Federal
government. Forty percent of Montana's recommendations and 30
percent of the Nation's recommendations show the Federal govern-
ment as the primary source for improvement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC. AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recrmmendation:,

Gl et Mortey Kahon
A ymter Peren! Nymber Percent
b g 0 10 1215 30
N g g e ¢ 1X th 1.108 8
Podper ALy e preepp! b 1! hhh 16
e it e eyt | h 139 1
I R UPE N TN T ST § h AN 15

N 7l i 1078 100




An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table is
that Montana specifies that improvements relating to health and
social aspects should be the responsibility of non-government
sources (60 and 75 percent respectively) while economic improve-
ments for the elderly should be the Federal government’s responsi-
bility (62 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimension )
Soutce of improvement Health Econome Sactal

M Pecent  Nomber  Pecent  Number  Percent

tederal Government 0 0 18 62 2 13

State and local government 1 20 1 4 | 6

federal and State government | 20 4 14 | 6

Nongovernment 3 60 3 10 12 15

Other 0 0 3 10 0 0
Total 9

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS

Montana believes budget considerations can resolve most health,
economic and social issues affecting the elderly (42 percent of their
recommendations). This belief is different than that held )y the
Nation. As shown in the following table, the Nation believes these
elderly issues can be resolved through existing organizations (41
percent of the recommendations).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Provider Montana Nation
Number Percent Number Percent

Legislator 9 18 51 14
(hganizations 15 30 1,651 4]
Budget 1 42 161 19
Momitor ? 4 218 5
Risearch and development 3 6 291 8
Kegulator 0 0 213 )
Combinations of the above 0 0 305 8

Total 50 100 4.078 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECOMOMIC, AND SOCIAL

CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Montana believes through increased funding (money) the health,
economic, and social conditions can be improved by providers, a
view shared by the Nation, 46 and 36 percent respectively, as

shown in the following table

RECOMMENDATIONS
o Nontana Nation

Resources oot TotooT e

) Number Percent - Number Percent
y . L 23 46 1,449 3
Matenal 2 4 120 3
Precess. ... . 16 32 1,188 bi]
People and 1BMeY . . . .. . 1 2 690 17
Combinations of the above.. . I . S . A
Total 50 100 4,028 100
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NEBRASKA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1280’s

NEBRASKA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMII AR TO THOSE NATIONWIDE

Nebraska's issues concerning the elderly parallel those nation-
wide. The following table shows both Nebraska and the Nation be-
lieve economic issues (70 and 5). percent, respectively) to be the pri-
mary concern of the clderly with social concerns second (24 and 33
percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Nebwasha Nation
Dimensen moeemme e e e o
Number Percent Number Percent
Health 3 6 639 16
Economic 38 10 2,043 51
Socual e e _13__ __24______m_l_,_lijﬁ_______\:}@
Total T 5 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Nebraska believes the economic condition of the elderly can be
improved by reducing costs. A further analysis of the economic di-
mension shows that 55 percent of Nebraska’s recommendations
propose reducing service costs to relieve the financial burden on
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (37 percent),
as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEBRASKA

Method of relieving hinancial burden Nebrasha Naton o
Number Percent Number Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs . 21 55 164 k)

Taxes 0 0 113 6

Reduce durable costs | 3 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 0 0 106 5
Increase : maintain income

{ mployment 5 13 295 15

Nonempioyment 11 29 492 24
Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total KL} 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
(116)

121)
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Funding sources should be continued for senior transporta-
tion systems and increased whenever possible.

Mobile medical units could handily serve the medical needs
of isolated rural elderly.

Redirect more of the federal dollars for health care costs
toward programs designed to prevent institutionalization.

More programs need to be targeted to the impaired elderly
to help them reduce their dependence on others and to reduce
the possibility of expensive institutionalization.

. Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs

Nebraska believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on a combination of programs as shown by the
. following recommendations:

Media campaigns should be encouraged to change the na-
tional image of growing older.

The advocacy role of seniors for their own needs must be rec-
ognized and encouraged, and their i EUt can guide the profes-
sional gerontologists in developing and implementing programs
and services for seniors.

Utilize crime prevention specialists as consultants to elderly
housing planners so thac more secure housing arrangments
can be built.

Expand job training and counseling for older workers.

Promote public awareness of the potential worth and capa-
bilities of older, productive employeers.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Thirty-three percent of Nebraska's recommendations suggest im-
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly primari-
ly through the Federal government, a recommendation also made

nationally, (30 percent). Both Nebraska and the Nation emphasize
non-goverrment sources as second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

. Recommendstums
Source of improvement Nebraska Natm o
Number Percent Number Percent
Federai Government . 18 3 1,218 30
State and local government o 6 11 439 11
Federal and State government ‘ . 8 15 666 16
. Nongovernment . .. 16 30 1,108 28
Other 6 11 600 15

10tal : : kL 100 4,028 100

Of interest is the following table which shows that Nebraska
specifies that improvements relating to health issues should be the
responsiility of Federal, state and local governments, and non-gov-
ernment sources, social issues the responsibility of non-government
gources while economic improvements should be the Federal gov-
ernment’s responsibility.

ERIC 121
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THT ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Federal GOVRrnMmENt .. . ... ... oo e s e e 1 333 16 42 1 8
State and local government . ... 1 33 3 8 2 15
Federat and State govenment ........ 0 0 6 16 2 15
Nongovernment .. . . 1 33 9 A 6 47
1 N 0 0 4 10 2 15

L7 3 100 38 100 13 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Nebraska believes that existing organizations can provide the as-
sistancd needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic,
and social problems (61 peccent of their recommendations). This
hlelief is shared by the Nation (41 percent) as the foliowing table
shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

o anum_m
Provder Mebeasta o Mtw
N Number Percent Number Percent

Legislator . .. e ————— 3 6 n 14
Orgamaatrons L e e 33 61 1,651 41
Budgel . . . e 13 pl} 167 19
MOOr . e e 0 0 218 L
Research and development. . . 0 0 9 8
Regulator e e s e o § 9 3 §
Combinations of the above... .. ... ... e _ o 0 ___305___§
Total 54 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-seven percent of Nebraska's recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the primary resource needed to im-
prove the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a
recommendation also made by the Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS

T ke T e

o Mumber Pt Memter  Peoat

Peopie 1 7 i 8
Money 36 67 1.449 36
Process § 9 1.188 29
Material . ! ? 120 3
People and money ! 13 690 17
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RECOMMENDATIONS—Continued

Combinations of the 3OVe .. . —— 4 7 268 1
Total




NEvADA STATE IRSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

NEVADA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Nevada's recommendations with those of the
Nation and found Nevcda's issues regarding the elderly similar to .
those nationwide. The following table shows Nevada and the
Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern of the el-
derly with social issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

L e B
Number Prscent Number Percent

Dmension

Health W - 2 3 639 16

Foonomie ) " 203 51
Socal 11163

Total e 4 100 4,028 100

Economic situation can be improved by reducing costs

Nevada along with the Nation, recommends that the elderiy’s
economic condition can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis
of the economic dimension shows that 47 perceut of Nevada's rec-
ommendations suggest reducing service costs as the primary
methcd of relieving the firancial burden on the clderly. This rec-
ommendation was also made by the Nation (37 percent) as shown
in the following table,

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEVADA

Recommencatons
Method of rel:eving hnancial burden Kevada Nation , ]
Numbet Percent Numbet Percent

Costs

Reduce service costs 15 41 164 kY

Taxes 5 16 113 6

Reduce durable cost 3 9 209 10

Reduct nondurable costs 0 0 106 5 *
In( tease - Maintam Income

Employment | 3 295 15

Nonemployment 8 2% 492 U
(ombinations of the above . 0 0 64 3

Total » 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations how the elu. rly’s econnmic condition
can be improved by reducing service costs include:
(1201
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Cost of living increases should not affect eligibility require-
ments for the Food Stamp program or other social programs.

A more realistic income criteria for Title XX transportation
recipients should be used to reimburse transportation provid-
ers for the service.

Intergrated workable public transportation systems should
be established in rural areas to enable older workers to seek
and accept work.

Social concerns can be improved through education

The issues surrounding the social aspects of Nevada’s elderly
focus on education programs for the elderly and the public and pri-
vate sectors as shown by the following recommendations:

Older Americans have available to them educational and in-
formational programs.

A massive public relations and awareness campaign be
launched to educate both the public and private employers of
benefits their businesses would receive by hiring the elderly.

State employment security offices set up programs aimed
strictly at the elderly to provide necessary guidance and coun-
seling for older persons seeking employment.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Fifty-four percent of Nevada’s recommendations show the source
of improvement on all dimensions for issues affecting the elderly is
the Federal government, a conclusion reached by the Nation (30
percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Rmmm
Source of (mpiovment Nevada o Nation
Number Percent Numbet Percent
federal Government . 2 54 1,215 30
Nongovernment s 2 ] 1,108 28
Federal and State government , 9 22 666 16
State and local government 7 17 439 1
Combinations of the above 1 ? 600 15

Total 4l 100 4,028 100

As shown in the table below, Nevada specifies that improve-
ments relating to economic and social issues should be the respon-
sibility of the Federal government while the responsibility for
health improvements is shared by Federal, state and local govern-
ments.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIGNS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimension

Source of improvement Heaith Feonomic Social

N Peoemt Numver  Percent U™ perent

tederal Government ] 50 13 56 3 4
State and local government .. ... .. ] 50 5 16 | 14
Federal and State government 0 0 1 22 2 3
Nongovernment 0 0 1 3 1 14
Other . 0 0 ] 3 0 0

Toldl L e i 4 ! 100

100 32 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS AND EXISTING
ORGANIZATIONS

Nevada believes that more funds and existing organizations can
resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elder-
ly (75 percent of their recommendations). Sixty percent of the Na-
tion's recommendations support this belief.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provider Nevads Natm___ o
___V____!(_umw Petcent Numbet Percent

Legsslator . 6 15 517 14
Organizations S 12 2 15 1,651 4 60
Budget R 19 46 167 19
Monitur . 3 7 218 ]
Research and development . 0 0 9 8
Regulations ] 3 213 5
Combinations of the above . L %5 8

Total A 4 100 028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, KCONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-eight percent of Nevada's recommendations suggest that
through increased funding imoney) the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly can be improved, a view shared by the
Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS
‘ O e Nation
Resources
Number Percent Number Percent
People 1 2 m 8
Money .. . 8 68 1444 3
Material . . . . . 3 ! 120 ]
Process ... .. . 8 20 1.188 9
People and mongy ] 3 690 It




Combinations of the above . . . ...t cvnninmirnnrinnen

Resources
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RECOMMENDATIONS—Continued

o Neaty Nation
Numbey Percent Number Percent

Total

i6-404 o -

qn .

t

)

0 0 268 1

i 100 4028 100




NEw HAMPSHIRE STATE IsSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF NEW HAMPSHIRE'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views of the Nation, New Hampshire's recom-
mendations suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their
elderly with economic issues second in importance. Over 50 percent
of their recommendations focus on the social dimension.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

New Hampshire Nation
Dim. ngions e I I
e Numbes Percent Number Petcent
Health N 5 1 639 16
tconomic 17 36 2,043 51
Sociat S 1 8 13 3
Total C e et e ssastten 4 100 4,028 100

Economic conditions improved by reducing costs

New Hampshire believes the economic condition of the elderly
can be improved by reducing costs, a belief shared nationwide, as
shown in the following table. Thirty-five percent of New Hamp-
shire’s recommendations in the economic dimension propose reduc-
ing service costs as a method of relieving the financial burden on
the elderly, a recommendaiton also made by the Nation (37 per-
cent).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

. Poommendstens
Method of reheving financial burden New Hampshire ) Nahu‘nr -
Number Percent Number Percent
Costs
Reduce service costs 6 ki 764 37
Taxes ? 12 113 6
Reduce durable costs 2 12 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 2 12 106 5
warease/Mantan income
tmployment 3 ) 295 15
Nonemployment ? 12 492 24
Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

Total , . n 100 2043 100

Schiﬁc recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
(124)
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Develop cost effective and reliable Rural Transportation sys-
tems as a major national priority.

Low income elderly shall not be deprived of the full benefits
of the law.

The Congress should reauthorize the Older Americans Act
including the priority for legal services.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs

New Hampshire believe the sovial concerns of the elderly can be
improved by focusing on a combination of programs (44 percent of
their social recommendations). Specific recommendations include:

The media should be provided with factual information in
order to avoid constant falsification of the aging process.

Religious institutions should be encouraged to promote com-
munity recreation programs to provide for spiritual needs and
necessary comforting experiences.

All institutions especially public should work to maintain
the elderly's independence and integrity.

All employers should be provide with incentives to offer pre-
retirement education in conjunction with the education
gvstem.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVE THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Thirty-two percent of New Hampshire's recommendations sug-
gest improving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly
through non-government sources. The Federal government was
second in importance.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SCCIAL CONDITIONS

Remmmw_datnn; v
Source of /mprovement New Hampshire Natwon
o VNﬂu_mbm Percent Numbet Percent
tederal Government 12 26 1,214 K]
State and local guvernment . 4 8 419 n
federal and Stale government 6 13 666 16
Nongnvernment 15 3? 1.108 28
lombingtions of the above 10 21 600 15

Intal 4 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that New Hampshire specifies that improvements relating to
health issues should be the responsibility of a combination of
sources (60 percent), economic issues the responsibility of the Fed-
eral government (35 percent) while social issues are the responsibil-
ity of non-government sources (48 percent).
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SOURCES tOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendstions by dimension

Souce of mygovement Health foonomec Socil

MU Percent Number  Pecet  Number Percent

federai Government 1 20 6 3 5 20
State and focal government 1 20 0 0 3 12
Federal and State government 0 0 5 e 1 4
Nongovernment 0 0 3 18 12 48
Other 3 60 3 18 4 16

5 100 1 100 25 100

Total e e oo

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

New Hampshire's recommendations sgg est that existing orguni-
zations can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve
their health, economic, and social problems (36 percent of their rec-
ommendations). This recommendation was also made nationwide
(41 percent) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

mmtms
Provider Now Hanasmr_e , Nation o
o N_unw Pmnt Number Percent

Legistator . 13 28 511 14
{rgamizatons e 17 36 1,651 41
Budge! o - ? 4 167 19
Monitor . o 1 ? 218 5
Research and development . 3 6 297 8
Regulator . 4 9 3 5
fombinations of the above - 1 15 305 8

Ttal ‘ 4 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Contrary to the views of the Nation, New Hampshire believes
more prople and money (70 percent) to be the resource most needed
by providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions
of the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS
New Hampshire - o Nah; T
Reources,
Number Percent Nymbfr o Peruzpt_ ,
Peogple ) 13 n 8
Menwy 1 ? 1.449 36
Frcpss 0 0 1,188 9
Mater al 4 9 120 3
People a0t money 13 ] 690 17
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RECOMMENDATIONS—Continued

Combina,ons of the ahove
Tota:

o
Number Percent Numbes Puem_[ _
N T e
4 100 4028 100
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New JERSEY STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

NEW JERSEY'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

New Jersey's issues re'IgardinF the elderly are similar to those
throughout the Nation. The following table shows that both New
Jersey and the Nation believe economic issues are the primary con-
cern of the elder(lf' (67 and 51 percent, respectively) with social
issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

New Jersey Nation
Number Percent Number Percent
Health 2 8 639 16
tconomic 16 67 2,043 §1
Sacial e e -6 ) 1,346 33
Total e e 24 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

New Jersey rccommends that the economic condition of the el-
derly can be improved by reducing costs, a recommerdation also
made nationally. An analysis of the economic dimension shows
that 25 percent of New Jersey's recommenations suggest reducing
service costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly. This
was also the leading recommendation made nationwide as shown in
the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW JERSEY

Method of reheving financial burden New Jersey Nahoq ]
) Nymbev Pmm ‘ _Numbet o Percent

Costs

Reduce Service costs 4 25 164 37

Tars ? 13 13 6

Reduce durable costs 1 6 209 10

Reduce nondurable costs 1 6 106 5
Increase; mainfain income

tmployment 3 19 295 15

Nonemployment 4 25 492 24
Combinations of the above ! 6 64 3

Tntal . 16 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations concerning how the economic plight of
the elderly could be improved by reducing costs include:
(12K}
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Property tax and f)roperty maintenance credits and/or re-
bates should be available with some Federal support to older
home owners or renters.

Federal program providing assistance with energy and
weatherization costs should be expanded and more realistic.

Medicare/Medicaid coverage should be extended to include
preventive health and mental health services such as dentist-
ry, nutrition, podiatry, optometry, chiropractry, family counsel-
ing, etc.

Social concerns can be improved through education

A majority of the social aspects of New Jersey’s elderly focus on
educating the private sector on the rights and freedom of choices of
the elderly. Some of the recommendations include:

Increase training in the aging process and its ramifications
for professional and support staff in health care, social service,
eand government agencies.

Develop a program to upgrade the media image of the elder-
ly by diminishing the use of negative stereotypes and empha-
sizinf the elderly as consumers, contributing citizens, and
family members.

Develop, on the Federal level, effective evaluation methods
to measure the impact of social services and how to construct
the most efficient mix of services to the individual.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

New Jersey, like the Nation, believes that the source of improve-
ment on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly is the
Federal government. Forty-two percent of New Jersey’s recommen-
datidons and 30 percent of the Nation’s recommendations show the
Federal government as the primary source for improvement. As
shown in the following table, New Jersey emphasizes a combina-
tion of sources as second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

... Fecommentstwes 00
Soutrce of improvement Nulemy mul L
. A . Momber Pt Mombes et
Federal Governmnt e 10 42 1,215 30
Nongovernment .. . . . ... e e 6 2 1,108 28
Federal and Slate government. .. . . . ... | 4 666 16
* State and local government o 0 0 439 1
Combinations of the above : S 1 3 60 15

Total R ) 100 4028 100

By dimension, however, a difference exists by source in New
Jersey. New Jersey specifies that improvements relating to health
and economic issues should be the responsibility of both the Feder-
al government and a coraubination of sources while social improve-
ments should be the rcsponsibility of the Federal government and
nun-government sources.
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Source of improvement . mm’ _Ewgmt - w

Federal Government R ] 50 6 38 3 50
“tate and local government PV 0 0 0 0 0 0
Federal ang State government L ) R 0 0 | 6 0 0
Nongovernment . 0 0 3 18 3 50
Other combinations .. 1 50 6 38 0 0

2 100 16 100 6 100

Total

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
MORE FUNDS

New Jersey believes that existing organizations and more funds
can resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the
elderly (54 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared
by the Nation (60 percent) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provder Mewesy M
o o Number Percent Number Percent

Legsslator 2 9 sn 14
Organuzations 1 29 1,651 41
Budget 6 25 161 19
Momtor . L 0 0 218 5
Research and development e e 0 0 297 8
Reguialor ‘ e e 1 4 23 $
Combinations of the above e 8 B 30 8
Tota e 2 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NFEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEAUTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

New Jersey believes processing and increased {unding (money)
are the resources most needed to improve the health, economic,
and social conditions of the elderly (88 percent of their recommen-
dations). This view was shared by the Nation (65 percent) as shown
in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS
T ke Nation
Kesourres -
Mmbér Pecent  Mumbe Pecel
Peopie 0 0 33 8
Money 6 25 1,449 36
Material 0 0 120 3
Process 15 63 1,188 s
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RECOMMENDATIONS—Continued

C hew Nat
Resources - e R -
Number Percent Numbet Percent
People and money e 1 4 690 17
Combinations of the above e 2 8 ® __7
Tota4 oo 24 100 4,028 100
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New ME:ico STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

NEW MEXICO'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE PRIMARILY ECONOMIC

We compared recommendatioins made by New Mexico with those
of the Nation to determine what the differences might be. We
found that New Mexico’s recommendations regarding the elderly
were different than the Nation’s in two ways: (1) New Mexico em-
phasized economic concerns more than the rest of the Nation, and
(2) New Mexico had fewer social concerns and more health con-
cerns than the rest of the Nation. The following table shows that
New Mexico and the Nation believe the primary concerns of the
elderly are economic (67 and 51 percent, respectively). Although na-
tional statistics show that social issues are sound (33 percent of the
recommendations), New Mexico had only seven recommendations
(13 percent of its total recommendations) dealing with social issues.
New Mexico’s health concerns (20 percent) are similar to those of
the Nation (16 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

New Mexco Nation
menson Tt Tt mmmesm e o et e ——
Helth et s s e e 11 20 639 16
Fconomic i e o 3 67 2,043 51
Social L _lg____ L

Total e e e e, 55 100 4,028 100

Reducing costs can improve the economic condition o} the elderly

Both New Mexico and the Nation believe the best way to im-
prove the economic condition of the elderly is to reduce costs, pri-
marily the cost of services. As the following table shows, recom-
mendations to reduce service costs totaled over 30 percent for both
New Mexico and the Nation.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW MEXICO

Remmmdalms )
et of relieving financiat burden New Menw _ Nation N
o Number Percent Numder Percent
(Costs
Tazes ] 3 113 6
Reduce durable costs 5 4 209 10
Reduce nondurable cosls ? 5 106 5
Reduce service costs 1] 30 164 kY]

1132)
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METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW MEXICO—Continued

Nethod of rebeving financial burden

Increase/maintamn income:

Employment G e e e e b 16 295 15
Noemployment . . e 1l 3 492 ]
Combinations of the above . . S r 4 3
. Tl . e e s e o k] 100 2,043 100
. Most of New Mexico’s recommendatio.s for reducing costs are
concerned with reducing costs of lor g terra and in-home care. For

example:

The distribution of funds and programs (for long-term care)
should be based on individual health care needs and the ability
or inability of the target population to pay.

Expunded in-home care policies should provide economic in-
centives for the elderly interested in providing these services
+8 well as the necessary training opportunities.

The development and support of day carr centers for the el-
derly should receive high priority.

Medicare and Medicaid should allow reimbursement for
qualified day care services.

New Mexico stresses comprehensive health care

Most of the Nation’s recommendations on how to resolve the
heiilth problems of the elderly focus on having professionals learn
more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses. A'though
New Mexico exp:esses some of these same concerns, New Mexico
stresses comprenensive health care which includes a holistic ap-
~roach. ror erampnle:

The Cungress should shift the focus of health care programs
to the development of a national preventive health mainte-
nance and health education progrem for the elderly.

National health care policies shou'd require integration or
coordination of like programs and servizes to facilitate single

. entry, and evaluation.

Programs should be developed that focus on screening,
health maintenance, training, nutrition, mental health, and
physical fitness.

New Mexico's social concerns are directed at specific issues

Nationally, social recon:mendations are fairly general and are
concerned with improving services through better program coordi-
nation. Although some of New Mexico's social issues were also con-
cerned with improving services through bettor coordination, most
of New Mexico's social concerns were more |, ocific. For exan.ple:

Sufficient funding should be appror. .ir.d 2specially to devel-
op transportation systems which can ,'+7 v - services 24 hours
per day, 7 days a week.
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Communities should be assisted in establishing adequate fa-
cilities for serving the elderly through increased ‘unding for
construction, acquisition, alteration, and capital outlays.

More emphasis should be placed at the national level on de-
veloping and disseminating nutrition education materials.

IMPROVEMENTS 1 BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

New Mexico, like the Nation, believes the source of improvement
for all isrues impacting on the elderly including those in the
health, economic, and social dimensions is the Federal Govern-
ment. As shown in the following table, New Mexico agrees with the
Nation that the second source for improvement is nongovernment
sources.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Soutce of Impiovement New Mexco - o Natm
o Number Percent Number Percent
tederal Governi;ont U 30 55 1,215 30
State and local gowvr 1ment e 0 0 439 1
Federal and State go-3rnment e 5 9 666 16
Nongovernment . 14 25 1,108 28
Combnations of ine ahove . 6 1 600 15

Total . % 100 4028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

New Mexico believes most health, economic, and social issues af-
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations,
a belief held by the N. :ion. As the table below shows, New Mexico
suggests that 44 percent of its recommendations can be carried out
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Proyidet New Mexco Nation
Number Percent Numbet Pewanl
Legisiatar 1 ? 517 i
Urganizahom, 24 44 1,651 4]
Budge! 19 k! 167 19
Monitor ? 4 218 5
Research ane' toyenpmen’ ] ! 297 8
Reguiator 5 9 213 5
Comhindtions af the ahove 0 0 305 8

Total 49 100 4078 100
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RESOURCES NKEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

New Mexico believes with more money the health, economic and
social conditions of the elderly can be improved by existing organi-
zations () percent of their recommendations), a view shared by the
Nation (36 percent), as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS
New Mexco Naton

Resources AR

Number Percent Number Percent
Pegple . 1 2 3 8
Muney e e, 38 69 1,449 36
Matenals ) o , o | ? 120 3
Process 8 14 1.188 i)
People and Money 6 1l 690 17
Combmnations of the above | ? 268 7

Total e 25 100 4,028 100




Niw YORK StaTe ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

NEW YORK'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

Most of New York's issues regarding the elderly are similar to
those of the Nation. As the following table shows, a majority of
New York's elderly concerns are economic (65 percent) compared to
51 percent nationwide, with social issues being second (33 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

New York Nation
L Number Percent Number Percent »
Health S e e e 2 2 639 16
tconomic 61 65 2043 51
Social e D T I =
Total e e e e 94 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
income

The Nation recommended that the elderly’s econcmic condition
could be improved by reducing costs. However, New York recom-
mended that economic problems be resolved through increasing
and/or maintaining income as shown in the following table. A fur-
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 44 peient of
New York's recommendations suggest increasing and/or msintain-
ing income through non-employment programs like social sicurity.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW YORK

Recommendatiorr
Method of tebewing hinancia! burden New York Nation
Number Percent Number Percent
Increase- maintain income
¢ mployment ! 11 295 15
Nonemploymen! 21 44 492 A4
Costs
Tazes | ? 113 6
Reduce durable costs 3 ) 209 10
Reduce nondurable cost, 4 ! 106 5
Reduce service ¢os1s 18 30 164 3
Combinations of the above | | 64 3
Tofal Al 100 2.043 100
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Specific recommendations concerning how the elderly’s economic
plli%ht could be improved through non-employment programs in-
clude:

As a national policy, the Federal government should guaran-
tee to the elderly Americans a miniraum income which is suffi-
cient to maintain an adequate standard of living, now and in
the future.

The Soci ' Security system should be improved in order that
it can serve , the tx:exg'or national instrument for achieving the
goal of a guaran minimum income for all the elderly
Americans.

The solvency of the Social Security Trust Funds should be
guaranteed by the infusion of funds from the general revenues
on a planned basis.

Improve social concerns through changes which encourage self-help
and integration of the elderly into society

Many of New York’s social recommendations suggest changes in
society which would make the elderly more independent. Other
social recommendations suggest better integraticn of the elderly
into society. Specific examples include:

The elcerly, regardless of personal resources and living envi-
ronment, should be entitled to live as independently as possi-
ble, and in accordance with their own choices.

There should be available to all elderly as needed, a continu-
um of physical and mental health, social and environmental
services aimed at promoting health, preventing illness and
maintaining those social roles and functions which provide in-
dependent living and preserve dignity.

Integrate the aged into society and provide access for the el-
derly of all cultural heritages to all choices, benefits, options,
and resources that are available to all other sectors of society.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES

New York's recommendations, unlike the Nation’s, suggest a
combination of sources as the primary method of improving issues
impacting on the elderly (60 percent of their recommendations) as
opposed to 28 percent nationally. Thirty percent of New York’s rec-
ommendations emphasize the Federal government as second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations
Soutce of improvement Rew York qum
Number Percent Number Percent
Federal Government ) , bi 30 1,215 30
State and local government ? ? 439 11
fedeal and State government 5 5 66¢ 16
Nongovernment 3 K| 1.10s 28
Combinations of the sbove % 60 600 15

Total 94 100 4.028 100
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ASSISTANCE T THE ELDERLY THROUGH A COMBINATION OF PROVIDERS

New York believes a combination of providers can resolve most
health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly (50 percent
of their recommendations) with existing organizations second (26
percent) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDERS OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Number Pertent Numbey Percant

Legrsiator e e e e 17 18 sn 14
Orgamzations . Pl 26 1.651 41
Budget o 4 4 161 19
Momtor oL . 0 0 218 5
Research and development e ; 2 9 8
Regulator . .. 0 0 3 §
Combinations of the above 4 0 3 8

9% 100 4,028 100

Total

HESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

New York believes processing is the primary resource necessary
to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elder-
ly (60 pe. ent of their recommendations) as opposed to 29 percent
nationwide, as the follow ng table shows.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Nw York Nation
Resoutozs o o - S T
Number Percent Number Percent
People 0 0 33 8
Money 4 4 1449 36
Matenal 0 0 120 3
Process 56 60 1,188 29
People and noney 5 5 690 17
{ambinations of the above e ] 3 268 1

Total 94 100 4,028 100




NoRrTH CAROLINA STATE ISSUKS ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

NORTH CAROLINA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE PRIMARILY SOCIAL

We compared recommendations made by North Carolina with
those of the Nation to determine what the differences might be. We
found that North Carolina’s recommendations regarding the elder-
ly were different than the Nation’s in one major aspect—North
Carolina believes most of the elderly concerns are social; whereas,
most of the Nation stresses economic concerns., Forty-nine percent
of North Carolina’s elderly concerns are social, versus 33 percent
for the Nation, as the table below shows. And, 33 percent of North
(\J‘arolina's elderly concerns are economic, versus 51 percent for the
Natiot.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Yorth Carohng Nation

Dimentann
Number Percent Number Petcent
Heaith 34 18 639 16
Fconomuc 61 3 2043 51
Social 90 49 1.346 3

Total 185 100 4,028 100

Economic condition can be improved through reduced service costs

Both North Carolina and the Nation believe the best way to im-
prove the economic condition of the elderly is to reduce costs, pri-
marily the cost of services. Recommendations to reduce service
costs totaled over 36 percent for both North Carolina and the
Nation, as the following table shows.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NORTH CAROLINA

Recommendations
WMethigd ot rnteyry Uogneay hurder Notth Caenlird Nation
Number Porcent Numhet Percy 1t

fot,

R gor wwtyie 1ty I 38 164 3/

Tase. )} i 113 6

Reduce fratwe oot ! { 209 1]

Reduee anndir bl -0t | S 1 ' 5
[sctoy e mantyin .ocpmp

' vn[)lnv:-'mﬂ ] Q ,'l .l.;:, |‘r

Neiiempeynond 3 14 1, "

Combinatine, f the gy 11 3 hi }

Ly il i D I




140

Many of North Carolina’s recommendations for reducing costs
are concerned with reducing costs of services which would enable
the elderly to remain in their own homes and receive affordable in-
home care. For example:

Place more emphasis on and provide sound financial backing
for services essential to continued home care.

Adopt a tax program which would facilitate the care of an
older adult in a family situation.

Take action to provide direct monthly assistance to “‘signifi-
cant others” providing care for the elderly.

Heulth concerns are similar to the Nation's

Most of the Nation's recommendations concerning how to resolve
the health problems of the elderly focus on having professionals
learn more about aging and how to prevent disabling illnesses.
North Carolina also expresses many of these same concerns. In
fact. nearly one-half of North Carolina’s health concerns suggest
some florm of geriatric training for health care professionals. For
example:

Continue education of health practitioners regarding techni-
cal and scientific advancements in geriatrics.

Encourage health care professionals and human service
schools to review and revise their graduate and undergraduate
curricula to incorporate needed content in gerontology and ger-
iatrics.

Soctal recommendations include eliminating barriers and strength-
ening community assistance

Most of the Nation's social recommendations are concerned with
improving services through better program coordination. Although
some of North Carolina’s social recommendations were also con-
cerned with improving services through better coordination, most
of North Carolina’s social recommendations were more concerned
with eliminating barriers which prevent the elderly from being in-
dependent and integrated within society. These barriers include
poor trensportation, lack of centralized facilities, age discrimina-
tion in educational and employment practices, and crimes against
the elderly. In addition, many of North Carolina’s recommenda-
tions suggested both religious and cornmunity organizations become
more involved in improving the quality of life of the elderly. Exam-
ples of some of the recommendations include:

More vigorously enforce the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.

Organize county and statewide committees to develop work-
able. comprehensive, and accessible transportation for the el-
derly in both rural and urban areas.
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Develop information and referral services within the reli-
gious organizutions and community in order to provide guid-
ance to all persons on their rights and how to obtain them.

Expand the community watch (rrogram in every neighbor-
hood to include checking on the elderly by telephone or person-
al IVfiSit to reassure them that someone 18 concerned for their
welfare.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED BY NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Forty-three percent of North Carolina’'s recommendations sug-
gest improving issues iu.pacting on the elderly through non-govern-
ment sources, as opposed to 28 percent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendstons

Soutce of improvement Nw!hCamlm o  Naben

o Numbet Percent Number Percent
tederal \savernment . e 2 12 1,215 30
Nongovernment 19 43 1,108 28
Federal and State government 30 16 666 16
State and local goverment s rvs s < i) 13 439 1
Combinations of the ahove e e % 18 600 s

Total . B 185 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

North Carolina’s recommendations suggest that existing organi-
zations can provide the assistance needed by the elderly to resolve
their health, economic, and social problems (49 percent of their rec-
ommendations).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Provder horth Carolna . Ml
L, 1islator ) - 1 6 sn 14
Orgamzations .o 90 49 1.651 41
Budget 38 20 167 19
Monitor . . 1 6 28 5
Research and developmen' v P 29 16 il 8
Regulator o 6 3 213 5
Combinations of the ahove . 0 0 8

Intal 185 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

North Carolina believes through increased funding (money) and
process changes the health, economic, and social conditions can be

145
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improved by existing organizations, 2 view shared by the Nation.
Thirty-sever percent of North Carolina’s recommendations and 29
percent of the Nation's recommendations suggest process changes.
And, 28 percent of North Carolina’s recommendations and 36 per-
cent of the Mation's recommendations suggest increased funding
(money)

RECOMMENDATIONS
North Caroling Nation
Resaurces ..
Number Petcent Nutmber Percent
People L e e e 35 19 33 8
Moy 52 28 1,449 36
Matenial - 1 4 120 3
Process 68 n 1,188 i)
People and money ‘ 5 3 690 17
Combinations of the above - - 18 9 268 1

Total - 185 l0¢ 4,028 100




NORTH DAKOTA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

NORTH DAKOTA’S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

A comparison of North Dakota's issues regarding the elderly
with those of the Nation showed them to be similar. For example,
the elderly in North Dakota and the Nation are primarly con-
cerned with economic issues (48 and 51 percent, respectively) with
social issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

North Dakota Nation
Dmension T T e e
Number Percent Number Percent
Heaith 16 17 639 16
Economi 46 48 2,043 L
Soctal . i ¥ ¥ _134_6____3§
Total . e et ] 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

North Dakota agrees with the Nation’s recommendation that the
economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reducin
costs. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 4
percent of North D..kota's recommendations suggest reducing serv-
ice costs as the principal metl d of relieving the elderly’s financial
burden, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NORTH DAKOTA

Method of relieving financial burden North Dakota Nation o
Number Percent - Nmnbe_v___ Percent
Costs

Reduce service cosls . e 2 4 764 3
Tares ) o e ? 4 113 6
Reduce durabie costs . C 2 4 209 10
Reduct nondurable costs o 0 0 106 §

Increase/maintain income
£ mployment 10 2 295 15
Nonemployment 4 9 432 24
Combinations of the above s . 6 13 04 ) _3
Total ‘ 46 100 2,043 100

Some recomendations made by North Dakota to reduce service
costs include:
(14

147

LU R T B RS X T 7




144

A national health care insurance plan be developed which
includes coverage for care related to feet, eyes, ears, and teeth.

More financial assistance be available to create support op-
tions in housing, i.e., rent, construction, maintenance.

funding be increased to provide more in-home services.

A planned approach from the community level be developed
to include home maintenance services.

The Congress should act to provide increased health care
coverage and home health care programs. '

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs

North Dakota recommends focusing on a combination of pro-
grams to improve the social concerns of their elderly (38 percent of
their recommendations). Specific recommendations include:

A community health care system should be developed and
include education through the media.

Older people should have more imput into planning and de-
cision affecting their housing.

Pre-retirement planning should be developed to assist in
sound planning for both work and leisure.

Programming in senior centers should include development
of support groups, self esteem, and communication skills.

Improvement health concerns by combining programs.
Sixty-three percent of Norch Dakota’s recommendations su%gest

improving the health problems of their elderly though a combina-
tion of programs. for example, North Dakota recommends:
Mental health centers develop peer groups and self help pro-
grams for the elderly.
Legislative bodies on both the state and national levels place
emphasis on home health care and in-hume services.
The community level be developed to plan for health needs,
or develop if no resources exist.
A community health care system be develo and include
education for health professionals, other health care providers
and on drugs and s1nervision of their use.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Over H) percent of North Dakota’s recornmendations suggest
non-government as the primary source for improvement of all di-
mensions—health, economic, and social—for 1ssues impacting on
the elderly compared to 28 precent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations
Souitp of .mprovemen! North Dakola Nation

Number Percent Numbet Percent

Federal overnment 11 1? 1.215 30
State and loral government 16 17 439 1l
Federal and Slate government 8 8 666 16
Nongovernment 51 53 1.108 8
Other combinatins 10 10 600 15

|2 96 100 4,028 100
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ASSISTANCE TO 'THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

North Dakota an'i the Nation believe that existing organizations
can provide the he.p needed to resolve most health, economic, and
social issues impacting on the elderly (41 percent of their recom-
mendations) as the following table shows. .

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations
Proyuger North Dakota Nation
Number Percent Number Petcent
Leprsiator 11 1l 511 14
Orgameat en, 39 4] 1,651 4]
Budget N 2 16/ 19
Mondor 0 0 218 5
Research and development v 18 29/ 8
Regulator 4 i 213 5
Comtunatione nf the ahove I | 305 8
Toti 95 100 4.028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THI HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Thirty-three percent of North Dakota’s recommendations suggest
increased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a view also
shared by the Nation (36 percent),

RECOMMENDATIONS
" North Dakela Nation

o Nymber Perrent Number Percent
Praple Ih 17 i 8
Mrney 3? 3R 1149 36
Miter . | | 120 3
Poag pe 0 in 1.188 29
e gnd money 17 1% 90 /
UL LR LR T Y LRV | | /h8 !
Lay Yr. 10t 1028 100
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OHI10 STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

OHIO'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION'S CONCERNS

In order to determine what the profile of an individual State
might be, we compared the recommendations made by Ohio with
the Nation. We found that Ohio’s issues regarding the elderly were
similar to those of the Nation as a whole. The following table
shows that both Ohio and the Nation believe the primary concerns
of the elderly are economic issues. Forty-three percent or more of
the total issues are economic for both Ohio and the Nation. Al-
though national statistics show that social issues are the next pri-
mary concern of the elderly, (30 percent of the recommendations),
Ohio’s recommendations suggest that both social and health issues
are about equally important but secondary to economic issues:

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Oho Nation
Demerrsion Tt trTeTmmo—mee o e
o Numbet Porcent Numbet Percent
Health L e s 18 21 639 16
foonomic . . L s 29 43 2,043 51
Social : e BS— R R

Total i et e st 67 100 4,028 100

Economic condition can be improved through employment programs

Although most of the Nation recommends that the elderly’s eco-
nomic situation can be improved through reducing service costs, (37
percent of all economic recommendations) Ohio recommends that
economic problems be resolved through increasing/maintaining
income through employment and its benefits (including pensions,
etc.).

As the following table shows, Ohio favors addressing the econom-
ic needs of the elderly primarily through increasing/maintaining
their income through employment programs (35 percent of Ohio's
economic recommendations).
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METHOD OF CELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY iN OHIO

Recommendations

Method of relieving financial burden Oho Nation
Numbet Percent Numbet Percent

Costy

Reduce service costs 9 31 164 37

Taes ? 1 12 6

Rechuce du able costs 2 ! 209 10

Redure fio idurable costs I K| 106 5
Increase. aint2.n income

£ mploym ent — 10 3 295 15

Nut emr loyment . . S ] 17 492 2%
Combination* ¢* the above e e 0 0 64 3

‘ot 29 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations cuncerning how the elderly’s economic
plight could be improved through employment include:
Social Security benefits equal the national average income.
All private pension plans be portable from one employer to
another, and fully vested after 5 years of participation.
Employment discrimination ageinst the elderly be opposed.

National and Ohio health concerns are similar

Maust of the Nation’s recommendations concerning how to resolve
the heatlh problems of the elderly focus on having professionals
learn more about aging and how to prevent or treat the prevalent
disabling illnesses. Ohio alro focuses on these concerns. Ohio rec-
ommends, for example:

Focus research on Alzheimer's disease and other chronic dis-
eases encountered by the elderly.

Develop specialized programs and facilities such as for per-
sons who are terminally ill, deaf and/or blind, or suffering
from substance abuse.

Form a consortium to develop a comprehensive national re-
search agenda in aging.

Social concerns can be improved through bette~ program coordina-
tion

Many of the issues surrounding the social aspect of Ohio's elder-
Iv focus on imaproving services through hetter program covordination
at bath the federal and local level. Some of these recommendations
include:

Study be conducted with a view woward the consolidation of
similar programs for the clderly.

Similar allied health and social services be available through
comm.-niwy and focal points,
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Common regelations be developed for similar programs for
the elderly found in different federal departments.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Ohio’s recommendations, like most of the Nation, show that over-
all, the source of improvement on all dimensions for issues impact-
ing on the elderly is the Federal government. Thirty-threa percent
of Ohio's recommendations and 30 percent of the Nation’s recom-
mendations suggest the Federal government as the primary source
for improvement.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

_ Recommendgtors
Source of improvement Ohio . ) Natm
o o Number Percant Number Percent

federal Government e e o 2 kK| 1,215 30
State and local government e i s 8 12 439 1
Federal and State government o 11 16 666 16
Nungovernment e e 20 30 1,108 38
Combinatiens of the abave L . 60 15

ool e 67 100 4028 10

However, if we breakout the overall percentages for each dimen-
sion, we find that Ohio still suggests economic improvements be
made by the Federal government (69 percent) but believes some of
the responsibility for social improvements be shared by the state
and local governments (30 percent for State and local; 25 percent
for Federal government), while health problems should be resolved
by non-government sources (61 percent) (See below table).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimensions
Soutce of improvement Heaith 7 Eeonom Social
Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Numbet  Percent

Fegeral fuve amment 0 0 17 59 5 25
State and ocat government . ? 11 0 0 b Kl
Federal and State government 3 17 5 17 3 15
Nongovernment . 11 61 6 2 3 15
Other ‘ ? 11 1 3 3 15

Tulal 18 100 9 100 20 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND
BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS

Ohio belicves most health, economic, and social issues affecting
the elderly can be resolved through existing organizat'ons and
budget consideration. As shown in the following table, Ohio sng-
nests that 36 percent of its recommendations can be carried out
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through existing organizations, and 31 percent through budget con-
siderations.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

i . Wommendios

Provides Ow  Naten N

Legrslator . e ] 9 5N 14
Organzer . ... . R % % 1,651 8
Budget . e 2 . k]| 167 19
Monifer . .. ... ... . 4 6 218 $
Research and devetopment 8 12 97 8
Re: ulator . 4 6 213 5
s xbinations of the aove 0 o o 8
Total . e 67 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Ohio believes through increased funding (money) the health, eco-
nomic, and social conditions can be improved by existing organiza-
tions, a view shared by the Nation, 51 and 36 percent respectively,
as shown in the following tabie.

RECOMMENDATIONS
S Ohio Nation
i ____Nm Percent m_mw Percent
People e e 0 313 8
Money k! §1 1,449 3
Matenals 0 0 120 3
Process kY4 48 1,188 e
Peopie and money 0 0 690 17
Combinations of the above o 1 1 % 7
Total . . 67 100 4028 100




OKLAHOMA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

CONCERNS OF OKLAHOMA'S ELDERLY ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

We found Oklahoma’s issues regarding the elderly to be similar
to those of the Nation. The following tuble shows economic issues
as the primary concern of the elderly both in Oklahoma (54 per-
cent) and the nation (51 percent) with social issues next in impor-
tance,.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Oklahoma Kation
Number Percent Number Percent
Heaith 19 18 639 16
tconomic §7 54 2,043 51
Sociat C e T - S . I . N
Total ‘ s, 108 100 4,028 100

In:prove economic situation by reducing costs

Oklahoma, along with the Nation, suggest reducing costs as the
best method of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 35 percent
of Oklahoma's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as
the principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elder-
ly, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN OKLAHOMA

. oo
Method of rehieving financial burden Oklshoma Nation o
Number Percent Numbes Percent
Casts

Reduce service cosls . 20 35 164 k)
Tazes . 4 1 113 6
Reduce durable costs . 3 5 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs ? 4 106 )

ncrpdse maintain income
¢ mploymenl 12 21 295 15
Nonempioyment 14 25 492 24
Combinations of the ahove ? 3 (1] 3

Total 5 100 2,043 100

Some recommendations made by Oklahoma to reduce service
costs include:
(15
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Expunding community-based services and nutritional pro-
grams,

Providing adequate outreach services especially to isolated
elderly.

Increasing benefit programs for blind and handicapped elder-
ly.
Providing a unified transportation network, including buses,
drivers, maintenance, operating costs and provisions for the
handicapped.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities or activities

Oklahoma believes social concerns can be improved by providing
more opportunities and activities ns shown by the following recom-
mendations:

A conscious effort must be made to involve the common ordi-
nary senior citizen in the planning stage of aging programs.

A program should exist in the community whose primary
function should be to disseminate information on skills and
availability of senior citizens for jobs and service.

Comniunity, state, and Federal governments should continue
their moral and financial support of age integration ton all el-
derly programs including health, transportation, and social
programming.

Community, state, and Federal government agencies at all
levels should include older people on their boards and commit-
tees,

Improuve health concerns through training and research

Oklahoma suggests improving the health problems of the elderly
through training and research. For example, Oklahoma recom-
mends:

Incorporating mental health education relating to aging into
the training curriculum of health and social service profession-
als,

Developing and supporting education with emphasis on self-
care available to the community.

Introducing a gerontological curriculum in the educational
process for those people who will be involved with older people.

There must be increased appropriations for research into the
care and medical needs of the older population.

A greater investment must be made in the production of
knowledge about the aged and the aging processes.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Forty-nine percent of Oklahoma’s recommendations show the
Federal government as the primary source of improvement on all
dimensions for issues impacting on the eiderly with non-govern-
ment sources second in importance. As the following table shows,
the Nation agrees with Oklahoma.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTY. ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Source 3 unprovenient Ohlahoma Nation
Numbet Percent Number Percent
Federal (gvernment 51 49 1215 30
Nungoverment 2% L) 1,108 28
Federal and State government 23 2 666 16
Stale and locat government | | 439 11
Combinations of e above b] 4 600 15

Totat 105 100 4,028 100

As sho.'n in the following table, Oklahoma specified that eco-
nomic improvement for their elderly should be the Federal govern-
ment's responsibility while the responsibility for improvements re-
lating to health issues should be shared by non-goverment sources
and Federal and state governments with non-goverment sources re-
sponsible for social issues.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS GF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommenations by dimensions
wuiee of mprvement Hesith Ecosomic Sociat
Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Numbet  Percent

federal Government 4 N 43 15 4 14
State and loral government 1 Y 0 0 0 0
Federat and State government o ! 31 10 18 b 20
Nongoverment ! n J 5 15 52
{1ther 0 0 1 ? 4 14

Totat 19 100 1l 100 b4 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Oklahoma believes existing organizations and more funds can re-
solve most health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly
(67 percent of their recommendations). This belief is shared by the
Nation (60 percent) as the tabi» below shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendating

Vol (klahomy Naton
Nimiwt Petrent Number Percent

vt 17 th 51 14
Ny 2qbon 3N i [AY 4]
Bt i ol M inl i "
Mor ot ! 3 2y )
Resggt tgend foges prene! 4 1 M 8
Riyor ) 1 4 4 24 4
ol gten F e b i ! 304 8

Ty S L .08 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC AND S80OCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Ninety-two percent of Oklahoma's recommendaiions suggest
processing and increased funding (money) as the resources needed
for existing organizations to improve the health, economic, or social
condition of older people, a view shared by the Nation as shown in
the following table,

RECOMMENDATIONS
Oklanoma ﬁalum
Remaut p,
Numoer °  Percent Nunier Percent
Peupie 3 § 313 ¢
WMurey 4/ 40 } 47 1449 3b
Prae. 9y Y4 1188 be'
Mo 0 0 120 3
fm a0 oty 4 4 640 Y
gt ot the gid,» 1 I 268 7

Gy 1y 100 4.028 100
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OREGON STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

OREGON'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

Oregon’s issues concerning the elderly are similar to those of the
Nation. As shown in the following table, both Oregon and the
Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern of the el-
derlyd(62 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues being
second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

) Number Percent Number Percent
Health 22 17 639 16
tconumic C e 81 62 2,043 51
Socal N T N A
Total 131 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Oregon’s economic recommendations suggest improving the eco-
nomic condition of the elderly by reducing costs, a re.ommendation
also made by the Nation. A further analysis of tne economic di-
mension shows that 46 percent of Oregon's recommendations and
37 percent of the Nation's recommendations propose reducing serv-
ice costs as the best method of relieving the financial burden on
the elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN NEW YORK

Method of relleving financial burden . .egon Na@m
Number o Puqml B Numyev -Pement
Costs
Reduce serivce costs 37 46 764 37
Taxes 5 6 113 6
Reduce durable costs 5 6 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 0 0 106 5
Incer e maintain income
{ mployment 10 1? 295 15
Nonemployment 23 9 492 24
Combinations of the above 1 1 64 !
Total 8t 100 1,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

1154y
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Give priority to delivery of services to the elderly.

Prioritize in-hote alternate home funding.

Provide homemaker/housekeeper services, personal care,
daycare, and respite care.

Make revisions to Medicare to proivide adequate coverage
for outpatient care, home health care, dental and dentures, eye
care and prescription lenses, ear care and hearing aides, pre-
ventive medical services, podiatry and prescription drugs serv-
ices.

Increase funding for home repair and weatherization.

Social concerns can be improved through education

Orepron’s recommendations focus on education programs to im-
prove the social dimension of the elcerly. For example:

Provide, through both formal and informal educational sys-
tems, knowledge about family living skills, family roles, aging
process, and death/dying issues.

Provide equal educational opportunities for older Americans
to include career education, cultural enrichment, gerontologi-
cal emphasis, leisure and coping skills, and positive intergener-
ational contracts.

Encourage and educate the elderly to thc use of research
findings for self-help, planning, and programming.

Provide public education regarding long-term care facilities
and their services.

Use the media to project positive aspects on aging.

Improve health concerns by providing better services and education

Oregon believes through education and by providing better serv-
ices the health concerns of the elderly can be improved. Specific
recommendations include:

Develop, maintain, and promote a comprehensive mental
health program.

Develop a national "ealth policy focusing on preventive care,
health education and maintenance, and health screening.

Encourage health education to promote a broad range of
areas of awareness regarding nutrition, drugs, and normal
aging,

Review tederal and state regulations with the intent of in-
creasing flexibility in implementation to allow the needs of the
individual to be met while maintaining or increasing the qual-
ity of services.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Forty-one percent of Oregon's recommendations show the Feder-
al government as the primary source of improvement on all dimen-
sions for issues impacting on the elderly with non-government
sources second. As shown in the following table, the Nation agrees
with Oregon.
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

W Recommendations

Source of improvement B B Oregon ) Natnn o B

o Number Percent Number Percent
federat Government o 54 §] 1,215 30
Nongovernment ‘ L 4 33 1,108 28
Federal and Stale government 18 14 666 16
State and local government . 5 § 439 1
Combinations of the above . 10 8 600 1¢

Totdl . . s e 131 100 4,028 100

As shown in the following table, Oregon specifies that improve-
ments relating to health and social issues should be the responsibil-
ity of non-government sources 64 and 75 percent, respectively while
economic improvements for the elderly should be the Federal gov-
ernment’s responsibility, (62 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

.. Hocommendstons by daversion

Source of improvement Halth Economic .'mal
Number  Pescent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent

Federal Government 2 9 50 62 2 1
Slate and local government . ce e 1 § § $ 0 0
Federal and State government e 5 PX] 10 12 3 11
Nongovernment e e 14 64 9 11 2 15
(ther 0 0 8 10 2 7

Total .. e 22 100 81 100 2 100

ASSISTANCE TO Thco ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Oregon believes existing organizations can best implement their
recommendations and provide the assistance needed b% the elderly
(49 percent of their recornmendations). This belief is shared by the
Nation (41 percent) as the following table shows.

PROVIDEF: OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Prowider Oregor: Nal,
Number Percent Numbet Percent
Legnlatar 8 6 5n 14
Orgamizat ons e 49 1 4
Budget k) 28 Y] 19
Monitor / 5 218 5
Reseatch and development ? ? 297 8
Regulators 13 10 213 5
Cambinahons of the ahove 0 0 305 8

Tatai 131 100 4,028 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMFROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Eighty-four percent of Oregon’s recommendations suggest proc-
essing and increased funding (money) as the resources needed for
existing organizations to improve the health, economic, and social
condition of the elderly, a view shared by the Nation as shown in
the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Oregon Nation
Resources
Number Percent Numbes Percent
Peuple 1 1 k)E] 8
Money 49 3 1.449 36
Process 62 47 ..188 by
Matenal . 1 1 120 3
People and money . 15 12 690 17
Sempreations of the dboe 3 2 268 1

Tolal 131 100 4,028 i00

16]




PENNSYLVANIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

PENNSYLVANIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared Pennsylvania’s recommendations with those of the
Nation and found them to be similar. The following table shows °
Pennsylvania and the Nation believe economic issues to be the pri-
mary concern of the elderly (66 and 51 percent, respectively) with
social issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

]  Number Percent Number Percent
Health 1 14 639 16
Economic 51 66 2,043 51
Socsal e W L6 3
Teyl . e n 100 4,028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs

Pennsylvania agrees with the Nation that the economic condi-
tion of the elderly can be improved by reducing ccsts. An analysis
of the economic dimension shows that 55 percent of Pennsylvania’s
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the primary
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a recom-
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDE ‘LY IN PENNSYLVANIA

Method of relieving financ. 1t burden Pennsylvama Naton )
7 Number Percent Number Petcent

Costs

Reduce service costs 28 59 764 k)

Taxes . | ? 113 f

Reduce durable costs 10 19 209 10 .

Reduce nondutable costs 0 0 106 5
Incteane; maintain income

Employi. nt 4 8 295 15

Nonemplayment 8 16 492 1)
Combinations of the above 0 0 64 3

ol 81 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude;
1158
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dach community should provide potentia! consumers with an
assessment and evaluation to determine appropriate services.

A comprehensive service package meeting health, service,
and functional needs should be established.

A continuum of supportive in-home services should be fi-
nanced by public or private funding to meet the established
needs of persons 60 or over.

Federal Government should adopt a policy of maintaining
3ndl/or increasing levels of transportation services for the el-

. erly.

Social concerns can be improved through education

Pennsylvania recommends that educational programs be initiat-
N ed for the public and private sectors to change the attitudes and
feelings toward the elderly and their role in society. For example:

Initiate educational programs to promote the breakdown by
stereotypes, enharce media responsibilities, recognize the
value of the elderly as a human resource, and increase aging
awareness through a combination of experience in lifelong
learning, and role counseling.

Promote the role of the aging as self-reliant and independent
person s who will serve as resources in society.

Include the elderly on each major national and State board
or policy-making body affecting aging services and also provide
the elderly with the opportunity to participate on communit
boards in order that their interest or expertise may be utilized.

Improve health concerns through training and research

Penns%lvania believes health problems of the elderly can be im-
proved through training and research. For example:

Training and education should be provided for volunteers,
staff participants, and others involved in senior center pro-
gramming.

Appropriate curriculum should be required for inuividual
serving in the continuum of care.

Euucation programs should be offered which include an un-
derstanding of the life cycle, with its potentials and problems
and these programs be%rected to providers of service includ-
ini: families, the helping professions, and the agency them-
selves,

Advocacy effort should be made toward the development of a
team of social gerontologists and directors of agencies serving
the elderly to conduct research which will examine the chang-

’ ing role of the elderly in the areas of human values, basic
needs, educational opportunities, self-reliance, and decision-
making,

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENTS

Pennsylv: nin's recommendations (34 percent) show the primary
source of improvement for issues affecting the elderly is Federal
and state governments, as opposed to 16 pes. nationwide, As
shown in the following table, Pennsylvania - sizes nongovern-
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ment sources to be second in improving the well being of their el-
derly.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of improvement Pennsytvatte ﬂalm_ o
uumw_ ?e_t_cenl _'_“,’T?L Percent

Federal and State govetnment 26 3 666 16
Nongovernment . o 21 i} 1,108 28 .

Fedetal Govetnment e e e 15 20 1.215 30

State and local government . s e v 1 9 439 1

Combrations of the above e e e v ] e 60 15
[ 4

Total . D n 100 4,028 100

An interesting point to note as shown in the following table is
that Pennsylvania specifies that improvements relating to health
and social issues should be the responsibility of non-government
sources while economic improvements for older people should be
the responsibility of Federal and State governments,

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dmeasion
Sourre of imyrovement Health Economic Social
Number  Percent  Number  Percent  Number  Fcent

toeral Government 0 0 13 25 2 13
State and local government e e . 0 0 4 8 3 20
Federal and State government e 2 18 23 45 1 1
Nongovernment . 8 3 I 14 6 40
Other 1 9 4 8 3 20

ot noo1wo s 10 15 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Sixty percent of Pennsylvania's recommendations and 41 percent
of the Nation's indicate that existing organizations can resolve the
health, economic. and social issues affecting the elderly, as the fol- v
lowing table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY .
Rmmﬁth -
Poybpt Pennsylvania Naton

Number Percent Number Percent
tegelatar 3 4 s 14
thgarizator 1n hO 1,651 4
Budget il i) 167 19
Momlor 4 b) 218 5
Respaech nd pypigpinen’ { 4 297 8
Reg.ia* | | 213 L)
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE cLDERLY—Continued

Recommendations

Provider Pennsyvana Nahon
Number Percent Number Petcent
Lomtandtions of the above 0 0 305 8

Intal i 100 4,078 -100

YCOURCKS NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Eighty-seven percent of Pennsylvania’s recommendations and 65
percent of the Nation's suggest processing and increased funding as
the resources needed to improve the health, economic, and social
conditions of the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Pennsyh-ania Na“on
Resurces : - Co : .
Numbet Percent Number Percent
People ! 1 33 8
M ney 3l 40 1,449 36
Matenal l | 120 3
Proces, 36 47 1,188 29
Peage 3r+ money b 8 690 17
o eungtons of the above : ? 3 268 1

Tolal n 100 4028 100
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Ruonk Ist.AND StATE [SSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980s

COMPARISON OF RHODE ISLAND'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Rhode Island's recommenda-
tions sugpest social issues to be the primary concern of their elder-
Iy with economic issues second in importance (48 and 43 percent,
respectively),

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Rhode hlang Natwn
meta'r
Number Percent Nuirher Peicent
Heant: hl 9 639 16
b o 24 43 2.043 51
St gl 21 18 1.346 33
Lt h 100 4,028 100

FCONOMIC ¢ ¢ IDEFFIONS IMPROVED BY REDUCING COSTS

Forty-two percent of Rhode Island’s economic recommendations
suggest improving the economic conditions of the elderly by reduc-
ing costs, & recommendation also made nationwide (H% percent). A
further analysis of the economic dimension shows that Rhode Is-
land's recommendations propose reducing taxes and service costs to
relieve the financial burden on the elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN RHODE ISLAND

Reeommendg'mins

R I A A B Rhade g Nitum
N et bptpn! L TR I'pr prt
L \ e l ng 1%
. e 1y
e ! it il " .
Hutae togte A LI . i 1t R
et e ! ] , i v )
\ "
St } 3 R e
Ny et . o K NI
o , i [ s
B H ) nii IR

spectfic recommendations on how taxes and service costs can he
reduced include.
Ve
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No Federal income tax be levied on Social Security income.

All senwor citizens living on a fixed income of $10,000 a year
or less be exempt from Federal income tax.

Medicare coverage be extended to pay the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs.

Monevs be channeled into payments of in-home services such
as light house cleaning, shopping, meal preparation, laundry,
un)? personal care assistance from medicare/medicaid and Tit{e
XX.

Improve sociel concerns through a combination of programs
F £

Rhode Island believes the social concerns of the elderly can be
improved by focusing on a combination of programs (86 percent of
their social recommendations). Specific recommendations include:

Federal and state governments be committed to assisting the
elderly to maintain their dignity and independence in the com-
munity.

Secgrity guards, and burglar, fire and smoke alarms should
he provided at senior citizens housing complexes.

T. ¢ Rhode Island General Assembly enact legislation man-
dating the report of abuse, neglect, abandonment or exploita-
tion of any person 60 years of age or older to the Director of
the Department of Elderly Affairs.

The elderly should be recognized as an important segment of
the consumer population.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Rhode Island, like the Nation, believes the source of improve-
ment on all dimensions for issues impacting on the elder'y is the
Federal government. Thirty-two percent of Rhode Island’s recom-
mendations and 30 percent of the Nation's recommendations show
the Federal government as the primary source of improvement
with non-government sources second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE EDLERLY'S HEALTH, ECONIMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

endop o vpr pemeed rhode fylanig Nation
Number Por- et Numbet Percent
baduege {avyotrmpe? 18 » 1.215 30
fogpe 1y Slate Lygetrnwr? f 14 666 16
Yo pigprrpn! 13 3 1.108 8
St et ) Jogeenieet! 1 13 439 Il
Ca e b gl 10 '8 A0 19

Ly Hh 100 4.028 100

An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that Rhode Island specifies that improvements relating to health
aspects should be Federal, State and local governments responsibil-
ity 140 percent), social issues and responsibility of nongovernment
sources 114 percent) while economic issues are the responsibility of
the Federal Government (79 percent),
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SOURCES TOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS Q% THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Kecommendalions by dimensions
Sourie 3 niprovement Heaith Eoonomic Sock)
","x’}" Perceni  Numoer  Percenl  Number  Percent

federal Loverninent 0 0 18 15 0 0
State and el government ? 4 ? 8 3 11
Federar dng Sate guvernment ? 4 ? 8 4 15
Nonguverniment 0 0 1 4 12 4
{the, | 2 1 4 8 30

Total 5 100 24 99 21 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH LEGISLATION AND EXISTING
ORGANIZATIONS

Rhode Island’s recommendations suggest that a combination of
legislation and existing organizations can provide the assistance
re:ded by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, and social
problems (37 and 36 percent, respectively).

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE EY PERLY

Reomnendations
Prover Rhode Istand Nation
Number Percent Numbet Percent
Legtator , 21 31 sn 14
(rgan.zations 20 36 1,631 )
Moot 1 ? 218 5
Bunget 1 ? 167 19
Resedrcn and deveinoment 3 5 297 8
Reguidtor ] 0 213 5
Combinations of e wteve 10 18 305 8

Tolal 56 100 4.028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND S8OCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Rhode Isiand and the Nation believe increased funding (money)
ar the resource most likely to be affected in improving the health,
econcmic, and social conditions of the elderly (45 and 36 percen:,
respectivery) as shown in the following table.

RECIMMENDATIONS
) Rhode Is1and Nalion
o Number Percenl Nomber Petcent
Py atee h I 313 [
Miney Y 4 1.449 K14
b ! 1/ 1.188 29
Matoe. ? { 120 3
Pocgte It mpeey 11 20 [ 17

165




165
RECOMMENDATIONS —Continued

Rhode land "
Isiand HNation
A , Nurnha_ o Pe[cem_ ) Number Percent
Combinations of 1,.¢ above 5 9 258 7
Total 56 100 4,028 00
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SouTH CAROLINA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

SOUTH CAROLINA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

A comparison of South Carclina’s issues regarding the elderly
with those of the Nation disclosed them to be similar. For example,
the elderly in South Carolina and the Nation are primarily con-
cerned with economic issues, (50 and 51 percent respectively) with
social issues being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

CsuhCwoma dien
Dimension . .
Momber _ Percent Number Peccnt
Heaith C 14 16 639 16
Fennomu . 4 50 2,043 51
Social e 10 3 L6 3

Total o 88 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

South Carolina agrees with the Nation's recommendation that
the economic condition of the elderly could be improved by reduc-
ing costs. To relieve the financial burden on the elderly, 34 percent
of South Carolina’'s recommendations suggest reducing service
costs. This recommendation was also made by the Nation (37 per-
cent), as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN SOUTH CAROLINA

Recommendatons
Methenl of teleying financial burden South Caroina Naton )
Number Percent Numbet Percent
et
Rodure ottt (g, 15 34 164 3
Tyaee, ? 5 113 b
Reduce Jurabie costs 3 ! 209 10
Reduce nondursble ety 6 14 106 5
ey mynta.e e me
{ aplnyment 9 20 795 15
Nenempluyment 4 9 492 A
trmbipatng, of the toye 5 11 64 k]

Tntal 4 100 2.043 100

South Carolina’s recommendations for reducing service costs
focus on health, and in-home care costs and transportation. For ex-
ample

11661
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The Medicare und Medicaii programs should provide in-
creased in-home services.

Third party reimbursement for homemaker services should
be continued.

Adult day cure services should be developed in existing fa-
cilities such as senior citizens centers, churches, extended care
fucilities, hospitals and community health centers.

More transportation services should be made available by
encouraging volunteer transportation programs through devei-
opment of mechanisms for coordination of such pools and reim-
bursement of costs for fuels, insurance, and the like.

Funding for transportation for the elderly from private and
public resources should be encouraged.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities and chang-

*

ing attitudes toward the elderly

Providing more opportunities and changing the public’s comcep-
tion of the elderly can play a big part in improving social concerns.
Specific recommendations made by South Carolina include:

All in-home services should be coordinated with information
and referral centers and a comprehensive needs assessments
service.

Aren wide coordination of all transportation providers
should be developed and services for ru-al and underserved
areas emphasized.

Public education curricula and the mass media shonld be utj-
lized to promote positive concepts of aging and enhancement of
gelf concepts.

Age discrimination should be eliminated :n all areas of life
experiences,

Improve health concerns by providing more and betier help

South Carolina believes health problems can be improved by pro-
viding more and better help to the elderly. For exanple:

Health and nutrition education programs, health screening
and holistic health clinics should be increased.

A statewide community long term care project should be im-
plemented for the purpose of defining service ontions and en-
listing and expanding community based services.

Public policies should be devef’oped that will affect how long
term care facilities provide care for older people.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEV ED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Forty-four percent of South Carolina’s recommendations suggest
non-government sources to be the primary source for improven.ent
on all dimensions—FLealth, economi~, and social—for issues impact-
ing on the elderly as opposed to 28 percent nationwide.
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SOUKCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

Soutce of Improvement South (Jrolima Nation
Number Percent Number Percent
Fetterdl Lovermient 21 Yz} 1.215 30
State 1 local government 3 3 439 11
Federar andl State guvernment 1 13 666 16
Nongovernment k| L] 1,108 28
Combinations ot the above 14 16 600 15

Total 88 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE BLDERLY THROUGH RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Forty-one percent of South Carolina’s recommendations suggest
that health, economic, and social issues affecting the elderly can be
resolved through research and development by private and govern-
ment sectors. This suggestion is not shared by the Nation.

PROVI JER OF ASS!' TANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations
Prygiet South Carolina Nation
Nymter Petcent Number Peicent
Legrsiator 10 11 511 14
(Orgamzations 17 19 1,651 4]
Hutgel 13 15 767 19
Monlor 4 5 218 ]
Reseatch ind ideveiopment 36 4] 29] 8
Regulators 8 9 213 5
(‘embinations o the above 0 0 308 8

Tatal 8 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS FOR THE ELDERLY

South Carolina believes increased funding (money) together with
changing the current process as the resources most likely to be af-
fected in improving the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly, a view shared by the Nation.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Soulh Laroling Natwn
R ar e,
" Numbet Percent Nymbet Percenl
Wi og 8 ¥ 1.449 3
Jou o M 3? 1.188 29
Pou gare ki 1% 1B} 8
L JUCT 1 5 170 3
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RECOMMENDATIONS - Continued

¥ uth Caraling
Reswur e,
Number Petcent

Peaple 3nd money
Lombimnatiors of the Jtowe

Total

Nation

Number Perteat

690
268

4.078




SouTH DAKOTA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’3

SOUTH DAKOTA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION’S
CONCERNS

We compared the recommendations made by South Dakota re-
garding the elderly with those of the Nation and found them to be
similar. The following table shows the elderly in South Dakota and
the Nation are primarily concerned with economic issues (59 and
51 percent, respectively) with social issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

South Dgkots Naton
B B Numbet Percent Numbet Petcent
Health 4 14 639 16
Economrc e e 17 59 2,043 51
Social e 8 2 1363

Tolal . . i 100 4028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

An analysis of the economic dimension shuws that 35 percent of
South Dakota's recommendations suggest reducing service costs as
the principle method of relieving the financial burden on the elder-
ly, a recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent) as
shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY I SOUTH DAKOTA

Recommendations
Method of relieang hnancial burden South Dakota Nation
Number Percent Numbet Percent

(:0‘)1\

Reduce service costs 6 3 764 k)

Tases 1 5 113 6

Reduce durable costs ? 12 209 10

Reduce non durable costs 3 18 106 5
Incteg s maintain income

mployment 3 18 295 15

Nenemployment ? 17 492 24
(ombinations, of the above 0 0 64 3

Tolal 1 130 2.043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
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Medicaid policies should cover preventive health care; hos-
pice care; adult day care; homemaker service; physical therapy;
mental health care; dental, hearing, and vision services; chiro-
practic services and prescription drugs.

Senior centers should provide services to the frail elderly.

A rural public transportation and ambulance service should
be developed and expanded to provide equitable access to medi-
cal and other health-related services.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities

Fifty percent of South Dakota’s social recommendations suggest
providing more opportunities to improve the social concerns of the
elderly. For example, South Dakota recommends:

Public and private agencies in education, employment, hous-
ing, church and recreation have a documented plan to include
elderly in their programs.

Public agencies be required to have Affirmative Action plans
to utilize the expertise of the elderly in teaching and sharing
of knowledge in various crafts and cultural programs.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Forty-five percent of South Dakota’s recommendations suggest
non-government as the primary source for improvement on all di-
mensions for issues impacting on the elderly as opposed to 28 per-
cent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Source of improvement South Dakots Nation - _

o Numhfr Percent Number Percent
tederal Government . 10 35 1,215 30
State and local government oo 3 10 439 1
Federal and State government o 3 10 666 16
Nongovernment . .o 13 45 1,108 28
Other combinations 0 0 . I

Total C e Ve 100 4,028 100

An analysis by dimension shows that South Dakota specifies im-
provements relating to health and social issues should be the re-
sponsibility of non-government sources while economic issues
sgould be the Federal government’s responsibility.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendatons by dimensen

Sourte ol mprovement Health Economx Social

MM pucont  umber  Percent W™ Porcen

0 8 4] ? 25
0 1 b ? ¢
0 ? 12 1 1

Fedde*3l Governmer! 0
State and 104t government 0
Federal and State government )
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIC NS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION—Continued

Recommentslion by dmesson

Sourca of umprovement . ,m _Em s Swtd__

U pwet b Pecert M pecen

Nongovernment . 4 100 6 3 3 38
Other cominnations : 6o o 0o 0 0 0

folal o + 10 17 10 8 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH MORE FUNDS

South Dakota believes more funds through budget considerations
can resolve most health, economic, and social issues impacting on
the elderly (45 percent of their recommendations) as opposed to 19
percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Numbet Percent Number Percent
Legrslator . .. 4 14 m 14
Orgamzations . 10 B 1,651 4]
Budget . O 13 L] 167 19
Monitor . e e 0 0 218 5
Research and development oo . 1 3 297 8
Regulators oL S | 3 A3 i
Combinations of the above e 0 6 k1) I 8

Total S e 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Fifty-two percent of South Dakota’s recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a view also
shared by the Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS
South Dakola Nahon
Re<oreen
Number Percent Numbet Percent
People 3 1 313 8
Maney 15 42 1.449 36
Materal | 3 120 3
pProve. 8 2 1.188 s
People And) money | 3 890 17
Combingtions of the aboye | 3 268 !

Tnfal I 100 4,028 100




TENNESSEE STATE IsSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

TENNESSEE'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL THE NATION

We compared the recommendations made by Tennessee with
those of the Nation and found them to be similar. The following
tahle shows both Tennessee and the Nation believe economic issues
are lthe primary concern of the elderly (75 and 51 percent, respec-
tively), '

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Ormensions e : Moo

o Number Percent Number Percent
Health . 3 15 639 16
tconom; i 15 15 2,043 51
Social R S L . I
Total 20 100 4,028 100

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs

Tennessee and the Nation recommend that the elderly’'s econom-
ic condition can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis of the
economic dimension, as shown in the following table, discloses that
47 percent of Tennessee's recommendations suggest reducing serv-
ice costs as the primary method of relieving the financial burden
on the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (37 per-
cent)

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BJRDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN TENNESSEE

Method of telreving financial burden Tennessee Nation
Nuv_nba Percenl Number Pefcenl

(osts

Reduce service costs ] 4 164 k)

Reduce durahle costs 0 0 209 10

Reduce nondutable costs n 0 106 5

Taees, 4 2 113 6
Increase ‘mantan income

[ mployment N 13 295 15

Nonemployment ? 13 492 4
Combinatons of the above 0 0 64 3

Tatal 15 100 2043 100

Specific recommendations on how the elderly’s economic plight
could be improved through reducing service costs include:
T

177




174

The Congress should enact legislation to remove the deducti-
ble advance payment requirement for Medicare recipients.

The Congress should continue to authorize legal services
under the Older Americans Act, and adequately fund such.

The Congress should continue funding for elderly transporta-
tion programs under Title III of the Older Americans Act and
Title XX of the Social Security Act.

IMPROVEMENTS TO RE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Tennessee's recommendations (90 percent) show the primary
source of improvement on all dimensions—health, economic, and
social—for issues affecting the elderly is the Federal government, a
conclusion also reached by the Nation (30 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Saurce of improvement Tennesses !atim
Numbet Percent Number Percent
bederal Government 18 90 1,215 30
Nunguvernment 1 5 1,108 28
federal and State government 1 ] 666 16
State and local government 0 0 439 i1
Combinations of the above . ] 0 600 15
Total ) e 20 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH LEGISLATORS

Tennessee believes that legislation can resolve most health, eco-
nomic, and social issues affecting the elderly (75 percent of their
recommendations), versus 14 percent for the Nation as the follow-
ing table shows.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Provider Tennessee Nation
Number Percent Number Percent
Legrsiator 15 15 5N 14
Orgamyzations, 0 0 1,651 4]
Hhulget 1 5 167 19
Momtor / 6 218 5
Research and development 0 0 297 8
Regulator ? 10 213 5
Combinations of the above 0 0 308 8

Tatal
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RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMSROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Ninety-five percent of Tennessee's recommendations suggest in-
crer «d funding (money) as the resaurce needed tn improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the eldcrly. This view
wis shared by the Nation (36 percent) as shown in the following
table.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Ternessee Nation
Re'ources
Number Per-ent Numbet Percen’
Prople | b) n 8
Maney 19 95 1.449 36
Matenal 0 0 120 3
Pracess N a 1.188 29
Pogple 3! morey 0 0 690 3
Cambingtiony b e hoye 0 0 268 !

futar 20 100 4028 100
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TEXAS STATE IssUks ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF TEXAS' ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THE NATION

Texas and the Nation believe that both economic and social con-
cerns are important. The following table shows that 90 percent of
Texas' recommendations relate to the social and economic dimen-
sions compared to &4 percent for the N ion.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Tezas

Nahon
Cimensie
Numbet Percent_ | Momber - Pecent
Health 5 10 639 16
t conermic 3 4 90 2,043 51 8
Social 2] 46 1,346 33
Tntal 52 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by increasing and/or maintaining
tncome

The Nation recommended that the elderly’s ecnnomic condition
co. .d be improved by reducing costs. However, Texas recommended
that economic problems be resolved by increasing and/or maintain-
ing income as shown in the following table. A further analysis of
the veonomic dimension shows that 31 percent of Texas' recommen-
dations suggest increasing and/or maintaining income through
non-en:plovee programs like social security.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN OF THE ELDERLY IN TEXAS

Recommendations
Mtbord Al vl Logangal burden Tesds Naton
Numher Petcent Numbet Percenl
ey e myntya i ame
tmpluyment b
Nonempdoynprt !
(i
Ty 4
Reduce A eabie - oty /
Redut e nondneabite ot 0
Retmie e ey e oty 4
{

L amue ghone, of the yhaye

Tty kX

1T,
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Specifie recommendations concerning how the elderly’s economic
pllip;'iht. could be improved through nonemployment programs in-
clude:

Revise the Social Security system so that women who work
inside or outside the home are insured equitable benefits.
Establish catastrophic insurance program to protect elderly
from losing all resources due to accidents or major illness.
Provide savings incentives for everyone.

Improve health concerns through education

Texas believes the health problems of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on improving the skills and knowledge of health
are professionals regarding aging. Texas recommends, for exam-
ple:

Provide counseling skills to service providers at community
livel.

f rovide educational programs which address the aging proc-
088,

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs
/ /4

Texus believes the social concerns of the elderly can be improved
by foceusing on a combination of programs that would help the el-
derly become more independent, influential, and self-reliant. For
example, Texas recommends:

Establishing a continuum of housing options, social services,
transportation, and health care servic.:: to maintain older
people in their own environment.

Maintaining senior adults in productive roles.

Encouraging the elderly to participate politically in influenc-
ing the social system concerning the content and delivery of
education and services.

Encouraging independence of the elderly to bring a favorable
impression of - e aging process.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Texas' recommendations, unlike most of the Nation, show :he
primary source of improvement for issues impacting on the elderly
including those in the health, economic, and socic! dimension is
nongoverenment sources, Forty-four percent of Texas' recommen-
dations suggest nongovernment as the primary source for improve-
ment as oppesed to 28 percent nationwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations

War o | mprayement Teras Nation
Number Petcent Numbet Petcent
Fodpe 12 1y penery »d 13 74 1215 30
Wt and g geypriment ? 4 439 1
Fordpe gt gt G2t sygntasepn] ] 10 66 16
A " " 1,108 8
Cyevoegbor b thp qtaye 9 1 al0 15

4078 100
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If we break out the recommendations by dimension, however, we
can see that Texas belioves the primary responsibility for issues re-
lating to the elderly's health and social concerns should rest with
nongovernment sources. However, Texas believes the Federal Gov-
ernment is the best source for assisting the elderly with economic

problems.
SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION
' Reconmentations by dmenson .
Hedith teonomi Social

Source of mprovement
"&"“ Perent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent

0 1 48 2 8
20 0 0 1 4

Federal Government
State and local government

=W — 1

Federal and State government 0 ? 9 k| 13
Nangovernment 80 4 17 15 63
Othet 0 6 26 2 12

Tota, 9 lou 23 100 A 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Texas believes most health, economic, and social issues affecting
the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations, a belief
held by the Nation. As the table below shows, Texas suggest: that
52 percent of its recommendations can be carried out througn exist-
ing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations

Proyuiet Teras Naton
Number 7 Percent Number Percent
Legslator 1 14 511 14
(Qrganzahon 2! 52 1.681 41
Hudvet 8 15 1ol 19
Mogubot | ? 218 5
Koot b and development 9 1 91 8 v
Regulatot 0 0 2 5
Lampingtions 3t the shove 0 0 305 8

Tata) 3 100 4,028 100
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HESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Fifty percent of Texas’ recommendations suggest increased fund-
ing (money) as the necessary resource to enable the providers to
improve the health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly,
a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent) as shown in
the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS

' ST e T am

* SourCes C o

~ Number Percent Num_!“_ Percent
People e e 8 15 k1K 8
Money 26 50 1,449 3
Matenal 1 ? 120 3
Process o . o 14 27 1,188 2
People and money | ? 690 17
Combinations of the above . 2 4 268 R
lotal S 52 100 4,028 100
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UTAH STATE IssUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

COMPARISON OF UTAH’S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views nationally, Utah believes their elderly are
primarly concerned with social issues, followed by economic issues.
Forty-five percent of Utah’s recommendations focus on the social
dimension as opposed to 33 percent nationally.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Utah Nation
Dsmension -
o Number Percent ) Numbes Percent
Hoaith P 16 19 639 16
teonomu. T, k)| 36 2,043 $1
Social : s ) 3 oA 1363

Total C e 85 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs
I A

Fifty-eight percent of Utah’s and the Nation's economic recom-
mendations suggest improving the economic condition by reducing
costs. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that
Utah recommends reducing service costs (26 percent) as the princi-
pal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, as the
following table shows.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN UTAH

. Mecommendsbons ,
Mattund of relievng tindncidl burden Utah Natwon ,
Number Percent Numbet Percent

fonds

Reduce -ervice ¢osls 8 2% 764 k})

Tases J 10 3 113 6 5

Reduce durable costs 1 3 209 10

Reduce non dutable costy ) 19 106 9
e fede mamnian income

tmpluyment 4 13 295 15

Non emplayment 9 L] 492 24

Cumbinations of the above 0 0 b4 2

Total 3l 100 043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

11RO
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Support and funding should be continued for reduced far»
programs and for alternative transportation systems for the
handicapped.

Additional funds should be made available for home repairs.

More government and private agency funding for housing
units for the elderly should be secured.

Medicare should have a more realistic reimbursement scale
for the costs of doctor visitation.

Improve social concerns by providing more opportunities and activi-
ties
- Utah believes by providing more opportunities and activities the
sociul concerns of the elderly can be improved. For example, Utah
. recommends:

Inform elderly persons of their rights to protection and
proper care.

Housing representatives should determine the feasibility of
using rent subsidies, tax incentives, local zoning ordinances,
and other possibilities to encourage the development of
“shared housing'’.

The educational system should be more responsive to the
educational needs of the elderly (i.e. vocational, retraining, lei-
gure, otc.).

There should be more research on meanianul ways to better
utilize the time and talents of the “young-old”.

Conduct more reseurch on specific personality, social and
cultural, and environmental factors.

&

Improve health concerns through research

Fifty percent of Utah's health recommendations suggest improv-
ing the health problems of the elderly through research, a sugges-
tion also made by the Nation (33 percent). Specific recommenda-
tions include:

Researchers in the field of aging should coordinate their own
efforts and those of professionals who work with the elderly in
order to select projects that meet critical needs and avoid du-
plication.

Private organizations should be solicited and urged to con-
tri:)dute research monies to increase knowledge in the aging

v field.

Emphasis should be given to research directed toward under-
standing the aging process.

More research should be conducted on chemical substance
abuse among the elderly.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Fifty-eight percent of Utah's recommendations show non-govern-
ment as the primary source of improvement on all dimensions—
health, cconomic, and social —for issues impacting on the elderly
with the Federal government second (35 percent).
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

_ - Number Percent Kumber r fnt
federal Government . : e 30 35 1,215 30
State and local government Cee 0 0 439 11
Federal ant State govetnment ) e 2 2 666 16
Nengovernment . C e e 9 58 1,108 28
Other combunations e 4 U S S
Totah .. . ... . 85 100 4,028 100

A8UISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Utah believes existing organizations can provide the assistance
needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic, and social
issues (46 percent of the recommendations). This belief is shared by
the Nation as the following table shovs.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

L cocovinsine SN
A - ~ Numbet Percent Numbet Percant

Legislator e e e o 10 12 511 14
Organizations S : e e e e 3 4 1,651 41
Budgei . et e e 3 i 167 19
Monitor e e e 0 0 218 5
Research and development = .. . e 12 14 297 8
Regulator e s 1 { 23 ]
Combinations of the above e 00305 8
Total e 8 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Sixty-two percent of Utah’s recommendations suggest processing
as the primary resource needed for providers to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elde.ly. The Nation
believes increased funding (money) can resolve the elderly’s prob-
lems in all dimensions (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATIONS
T Utsh ) Nahon
Resourtes SR -
Number Pﬂ:enL__ Number Percent
F'eople | I I 8
Money ki n 1.449 36
Material ‘ 0 0 120 3
Process ) 53 67 1,188 29
People and money - , 0 0 690 17

L 4
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RECOMMENDATIONS—Continued

Ulsh

Number Percent

Nunber Pecent

Combxnatigns of the above vt e e s s 0 o

Total 85 100

e

268 1

0 100




VERMONT STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF VERMONT'S ELDERLY CONCERNS WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Contrary to the views nationwide, Vermont's recommendations
suggest social issues to be the primary concern of their elderly with
economic issues second in importance. Over 50 percent of their rec-
ommendations focus on the social dimension as opposed to 33 per-
cent nationally.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Vermont Nation
m * v v = 4 ves mmmveme —amas R e ———
o Number Percent Number Percent
Health . 13 18 639 16
Economic e e s soss——————— " ] 2,043 51
Social A ——. A % 13 3
100 4,028 100

Total . .. . C e e n

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Vermont, along with the Nation, recommends reducing costs as
the principal method of improving the economic condition of the el-
derly. A further analysis of the economic dimension shows that 41
percent of Vermont's recommendations pro reducing service
costs to relieve the financial burden on the elderly, a proposal also
made nationwide (37 percent), as shown in the following table.

METHOD OF RELIE'NG FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN VERMONT

. Pecommeotatoes 00000
Method of refeving financial burden Vermont Natm e
) Vumm Petcent _ Nm Percent
Costs
Reduce service costs . 1 4] 164 k)
Taes ... . 3 18 13 6
Reduce durable costs 1 6 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 1 ] 106 5
Increase/maintain income
¢ mpioyment 1 ) 295 15
Nonemployment 4 FX] 492 pl]
Combinations of the above o 0 , 0 64 R
Total . 17 100

2083 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
(184)
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All benefit progrums for the elderly should include transyor-
tation service to those services.

Limit health care costs, beginning in 1982, to 7 percent of
the gross national product.

Increase services for adult day care and respite care.

Expand third party reimbursement systems so that consum-
ers can choose from a wider range of health services especially
in-home care and mental health services.

Social concerns can be improved through a combination of programs

P] Vermont believes by focusing on a combination of programs the
social concerns of the elderly can be improved (50 percent of their
social recommendations). For example, Vermont recommends:

¢ Institute a national program to assist people in planning re-

tirement. This program should be a cooperative effort between
employers, educational institutions and social service agencies
to promote education about finances, legal affairs, health,
living arrangements, and continued employment.

‘ncourage agencies providing services to the elderly to take
the initiative in counteracting myths, misconceptions, and
stereotypes now presented by mass media advertising.

Include elderly persons in all aspects of American life with
special attention paid to their specific needs.

Include seniors in long range regional planning to assure
awareness of aging needs and problems.

Improve health concerns through education and more help

Vermont believes through education and by providing more help
the health concerns of the elderly can be improved. Specific recom-
mendations include:

Schools of Medicine and Nursing should provide geriatric
training for all health professionals and health-related work-
ers,

Secondary schools and colleges should develop curricula that
give elderly people opportunities to continue their education in
health and disease prevention.

Health professionals should provide appropriate education,
supervision, and guidance to volunteers that they may supple-
ment health services in community facilities.

. Provide facilities and services in housing projects and senior
centers for short-term preventive care.

Increase services for adult day care and respite care.

Encourage holistic health care services.

Provide rehabilitative services for physical and mental needs
of elderly people.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH A COMBINATION OF SBOURCES

Thirty-two percent of Vermont's recommendations suggest im-
proving all dimensions for issues impacting on the elderly through
a combination of sources. Non-government sources were second in
importance.

18y
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING [HE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations
Source of improvement Vermont Nation
S Nuiiet Percent Number Percent
Ferderal Government 13 18 1215 30
State and local government 8 1 439 11
federal and State Rovetnment 12 17 666 16
Nongovernment 16 s 1.108 28
Combnations of the shove 23 3 600 15

Total 12 100 4.028 100

An interesting point to note, as shown in the following table, is
that Vermont specifies that improvements relating to health issues
should be the responsibility of non-government sources (70 percent),
economic issues the responsibility of the Federal government (29
percent) while social issues are the responsibility of a combination
of sources (43 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimension
Sonree af mptogement Health Economic Socual

Number  Petcent  Number  Percent  Number  Percent

Federal Government ? 15 5 29 6 14
State and 10cal governMent 0 0 1 6 ! 17
Federal and State government 0 0 4 bl 8 19
Nongovernment 9 10 4 24 3 1
(Wner ? 15 3 17 18 43

Tolat . 14 100 il 100 Y3 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH FXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Vermont's recommendations suggest that existing organizations
an provide the assistance needed by the clderly to resolve their
health, economic, and social problems (47 percent of their recom-
mendations), This recommendation was also made nationwide (41
percent) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE 1 DERLY

Recommendations
Trayutpr Vermant Nation
Numbe! Petcent Numbet Percent
{egraatir 14 20 51 14
rgamatine, 3 4 1.651 4]
Rupet 3 4 167 19
Mot | ? 218 5
Re-paret and feyelopment { 4 YAl 8
Reg.palra h 8 23 5
Cempmator, of the gtee - 15 305 8
Ty 1 100 1028 100
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RESOURCES NEEDED 10 IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Contrary to the views of the Nation, Vermont believes iuore
people and money (28 percent) to be the resource most needed by
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Vermont Naton
Resoutees
Number Parcent Number Percent
Peugie ‘ 13 18 313 8
Moriey 14 19 1,449 3%
Process . b 8 1,188 e
Materal 4 6 120 3
Pepie and money 20 28 690 17
Cortinations of the above . 15 21 268 ]

Sl 1 100 4,028 100

191




VIRGINIA STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980's

COMPARISON OF VIRGINIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNSB WITH THOSE
NATIONWIDE

Virginia considers health and economic issues to be the primary
concerns of the elderly (42 and 41 percent, respectively) as shown
in the following table. Sixteen percent of the Nation’s recommenda-

tions focus on health issues and 51 percent on economic issues. ‘
RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION
Oumensan Vg o M.
Number Percent Number Peroent

Health 2 2 639 16
Economic L} 4 2083 51
Soctal o I 1,346 3
Tolal . . e 5 100 4,028 100

Reducing costs can improve the economic condition of the elderly

Virginia, together with the Nation, recommends reducing costs
as the best method of improving the economic condition of the el-
derly. Sixty-three percent of Virginia's recommendations in the
economic dimension propose reducing service costs to relieve the fi-
nancial burden on the elderly, a recommendatior also made na-
tionwide (37 percent).

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON VIRGINIA'S ELDERLY

. - I, e e —
Method of retreving financia) burden Virgina Nebon
] Number Petcent Numbet - ;NEM
Cos's

Reduce service costs 15 63 764 3
Taxes 4 4 e | 4 13 6
Reduce durable costs - 4 17 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs . 0 0 106 5

Ingrease/maintain mcome
¢ mployment | 4 295 15
Nonemployment l 8 492 p/]
Combinations of the above , , 1 4 64 3
Total ‘ U 100 2,043 100

S(feciﬁc recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
{18K)
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Because distances are greater and populations are more dis-
persed in rural areas, fiinding for rural transportation systems
for the elderly should be proportionately higher per trip than
in urban areas.

Programs of grants and loans for revitalization, winteriza-
tion, and modification of housing should be increased to permit
independent living of older community residents.

Adult protective services should be mandated in all localities
with adequate funding for follow-up care.

Improve health concerns by providing more services and through
education

Virginia suggests improving the health problems of the elderly
by providing more services and through education. For example,

irginia recommends:

Academic institutiong should emphasize gerontological train-
ing for mental health professionals.

Older persons and family members should be educated and
counseled about the availability and appropriateness of cum-
munity home-based health and social services in order to make
informed decisions about long-term care.

Long term facilities should improve their in-service educa-
tion among the entire staff, consultants, and volunteers tu
assure an understanding of social and emotional needs of the

_residents. = __ =
Each local mental health agency must begin to develop new
modes for the delivery of clinical outreach services to the el-
derly such as in-home services and institutional care.

Eligibility requirements for public services should be made
more flexibie so that service-delivery agencies might augment
families and other informal care-givers.

Virginia must develop a human services approach to meet-
ing the needs of the elderly through a variety of community
actions to develop alternatives to nursin% home care, including
a single cooranating information and referral system.

Social concerns can be improved throi:gh a combination of programs

Virginia believes the social concerns of the elderly can be im-
proved by focusing on a combination of programs as shown by the
following recommendations.

Efforts should be directed by Virginia toward overcoming
such barriers as limited income, transportation, physical con-
straints, and red tape which limit access to education and lei-
sure activities.

State and local funds should be allocated to educational and
leisure programs for older adults.

The media, the educational system, and community organi-
zations should increase public awareness about the process of
aging and the characteristics of the aged.

Funds should be appropriated for the Virginia Office of Con-
sumer Affairs for the purpose of consumer education, outreach
ard other activities to acquaint all age groups especially the el-
derly about consumer frauds, deceptions and prudent purchias-
ing.
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IMPROVEMENTS TO I ACHIEVED BY STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
AND NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

About 87 percent of Virginia's recommendations suggest improv-
ing issues impacting on the elderly on a!l dimensions through state
and local governments and nongovernment sources. However, the
Nation recommends using the Federal government to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly (30 porcent)
with nongovernment sources second (28 percent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

. ecommerlors
Sousce of impruvement ) v|rg|m_av o ) Nation
Number Percent Numbet Petcent

Federal Government .. . . 2 3 1,215 30
State and local government ... 26 44 439 11
federal and State government . | 2 666 16
Nongovernment 25 43 1,108 28
Combmations of the above S———— 5 o 87 b0 14
Tolal e e eeeeee e 59 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGA.IIZATIONS

Virginia believes that existing organizations can provide the as-
sistance needed by the elderly to resolve their health, economic,
and social problems (87 percent of their recommendations). This
recommendation was also made nationwide (41 percent) as the fol-
lowing table shows.

FROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

oo . o Mecommendabons
Provider \ﬁrgiqii o - Nation )

Number Peicent Numbet Percent
Legislator . e e | 2 5N 14
Organizations . o 51 87 1,651 41
Budget . 3 5 07 19
Momtor ) . ? 3 218 5
Research and Gevelopment . . 2 3 97 8
Regulators 0 0 213 5
Combinalions of the above .. e 0 0 5 8
Total : o 59 100 4,028 100

AwSOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Forty-six percent of Virginia's recommendations suggest process-
ing as the primary resource necessary for existing organizations to
improve the health, economic, and sociul condiiions of the elderly,
whereas the Nation believes more money (36 percent) to be of im-
mediate importance.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Resources T T e

Pesoent

33
1,449
1,188

120

640

268

4,028
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WASHINGTON STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

WASHINGTON’S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

We compared Washington’s recommendations with those of the
Nation and found them to be similar. The following table shows
that Washington considers both social and ecomomic issues to be of
primary concern to the elderly, (44 and 40 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSIONS

Washington Nation
Dimension ST T e e e
N Number Percent Number Percent
Health 12 16 639 16
Economic . 3 40 2,043 51
Social . . kL 4 1,346 3
Total e s b ab e n 100 4,028 100

Economic situation can be improved by reducing costs

Washington, along with the Nation, believes the economic condi-
tion of the elderly can be improved by reducing costs. An analysis
of the economic dimension shows that 32 percent of Washington’s
recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the principal
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a recom-
mendation also made nationwide (37 percent) as shown in the fol-
lowing table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WASHINGTON

L Peoomeitors
Method of reheving hinancial burden Washington ) Nal'xzn o
Number Percent Number Percent
Costs.

Reduce service costs . . 10 32 764 Kl
Taxes 1 3 113 6
Reduce durable costs 5 16 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 3 10 106 9

Increase/mamtan mcome
Employment ? I 295 15
Nonemployment ] I 497 24
Combinations of the above . 4 [ 64 o 3
Total 31 100 2,043 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:

(192)
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Covering senior citizens for ccmmunity-based mental health
services including outreach to the home, in addition to humane
and competent psychiatric hospital care on a sliding fee scale.

Covering -senior citizens for dental, eye, ear, hcaring and
food care and for prosthetic devices.

Providing social services free for those below a certain
income level.

Continuing legal services.

Improve social concerns by providing more oig)ortunities or activities
and changing the attitude toward the elderly

Washington believes social concerns can be improved by provid-
ing more opportunities and activities and changing the public’s at-
titude toward the elderly as shown by the following recommenda-
tions:

Congress should instruct all Federal departments to change
prot.}',’ram regulations which discriminate against older women.

The Qlder Americans Act, which mandates that older pei-
sons with the greatest economic or social needs receive prefer-
ence in aging programs, should be vigorously enforced.

Congress should previde authority and appropriate funding
under the Older Americans Act to encourage the self-advocacy
programs of senior <itizen’s organizations.

Representatives of the older population should be regularly
involved in public policy decisiun making.

Improve health concerns by providing more and better services

Washington suggests providing more and better services as a
method of improving the health problems of the elderly. For exam-
ple, Washington recommends:

Health care services should be made more convenient for
older persons by simplifying forms, billing procedures, and re-
quirements.

Senior citizens should have full information about their
health problems, treatment choices, and probable outcomes.

Federal government should ensure an adequate supply of
nursing home beds for those who need them, close to their
home community.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUCH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Washington's recommendations show the primery source of im-
provement on all dimensions for issues impacting on the eld>rly is
the Federal government, a conclusion reached by the Nation.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recommendations
Source of improvement Washinglon Nalion

Number Pescent Numbes Percent

Federal Government 56 13 1,215 30
Nongovernment . o 10 13 1,108 28
Federal and State governments . 5 6 666 16
State and local government [ 1 1 439 ]
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SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS—Continued

e Mecommendatons
Source of improvement o Washington , Nation o
) Number Petcent Number Percent
Combination of the above . ... . .- 5 1 600 15
Total . . e e s e n 100 4,028 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH LEGISLATION

Contrary to the views the Nation, Washington believes that legis-
lation can resolve most health, economic, and social issues affecting
the elderly (26 percent of their recommendations) as shown by the
following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE FOR THE ELDERLY

Recommendations .
Provider Washinglon Nation
R Number Percent Numbe Percent

Legislators m 14
Orgamzations e e e 1,651 41
Budget . . . . e 167 19
MOMMOL o oo o e e e 218 5
Research and development. ... 297 8
Regulators . .. ... . . . 213 5
Combinations of the abov 305 ]
Total .. ... .. 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Washington recommends increased funding (money) and process-
ing as the primary methods for improving the health, economic,
and social conditions of the elderly, a view also shared by the
Nation (76 and 65 percent, respectively).

RECOMMENDATIONS
Washington Nation
Resources Cm e e - e eme -
Number Percent Number Pescent
Peiple 3 4 313 8
Money 29 38 1,449 36
Material L 4 5 120 3
Process 29 38 1,188 29
Pegple and mnney 8 10 690 17
Combinations of the above 4 5 268 1

Total ! . S 1 100 4,028 100
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WEesT VIRGINIA STATE IsSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

WEST VIRGINIA'S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION

West Virginia's issues regardin? the elderly are similar to those
of the Nation. As shown in the following table both West Virginia
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern
of the elderly (60 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

West Vieginia Nation
Dunension - — -
o o Mumber Percent Number Percent
Health 6 ) 639 16
Economic. 53 60 2,043 51
Social . 30 33 1,345 33
Total 89 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

West Virginia, along with the Nation, believes the economic con-
dition of th2 elderly can be improved by reducing costs. An analy-
sis of the economic dimension shows that 38 percent of West Vir-
ginia’s recommendations suggest reducing service costs as the best
method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly. This sug-
gestion was also made by the Nation (37 percent), as shown in the
following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WEST VIRGINIA

o RWms L
Method of relieving finar<ial burden o w_a! Vlfg!ﬂi{ ) ___»__Nalion o
) _ Number Percenl Number Percent
Costs
Reduce SEIVICE COSt. . . .. e e s 20 38 7164 37
TOXES vv v e e 0 0 113 b
Reduce durable Costs. . .. eeeee ... 9 17 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs 3 5 106 5
Increase/maintam ncome
Employment e 9 17 295 15
Nonemployinent e e e 12 23 492 bl
Combinations of the above . .. oo w0 o _§4,,~-.,,,-_,j

Totd e 53 100 2083 100

Specific recommendations on how service costs can be reduced in-
clude:
(195)
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A county interagency council, along with the Area Agency
monitor service providers, assure that the elderly receive all
due benefits and services.

A national policy be developed and implemented that gives
prioritv to the use of Federal funds for services that assist
people to remain in their homes.

Transportation funds be distributed equitably to assure
availability to even very rural areas and to expand transporta-
tion services where none is available.

An additional support system be provided to develop new nu-
trition sites and explore new service delivery systems.

Improve social concerns by changing attitudes toward the elderly
and providing more opportunities

West Virginia believes social concerns can be improved by chang-
ing the public attitude toward the elderly and by providing more
opportunities. For example West Virginia recomments:

Educate all age groups to clear up undesirable myths.

Portray a more realistic and accurate practice of the aging
process by the media.

Reduce barriers such as individual and public apathy, and
lack of funds.

Establish a nationwide educational program to eliminate
false ideas related to aging.

Make available higher education institutions to the elderly
for conferences.

Establish innovative methods to educate consumers through
the use of advocacy groups, radio, TV, and neighborhood watch
groups.

Reinforce nutrition services by providing meaningful nutri-
tion education.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

West Virginia, like the Nation, believes the source of improve-
ment on all dimensions for issues affecting the elderly is the Feder-
ai Government. Thirty-six percent of West Virginia’s recommenda-
tions suggest the Federal government as the primery source of im-
provement with state and local governments second.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Recomnendalions
Source of improvement West Virgini Naton
Numbes Percent Number Percent
federat yuvernment o 32 36 1215 30
State and local government . o . 23 26 439 11
tederal and State government 9 10 666 16
Nongovernmerd 21 24 1,108 28
Combinations of the abov. 4 4 60 15

Total 89 100 4,028 100
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As shown in the following table, West Virginia specifies that im-
provemer:ts relating to social issues should be the responsibility of
state and local governments, (37 percent) health issues the respon-
sibility of both the Federal government and non-government
sources (33 percent), and economic improvements for the elderly
should be the Federal government’s responsibility (45 perzent).

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimension

Health Economx i Social

Source of (mprovement

M pwoent  Mumber Pwosl Mumber  Percent

Federal GOVerNmeNt ... . . . s e e 2 kK] 24 45 6 20
State and lacal government 1 17 11 2 11 37
Federal and State goverument 0 0 6 1 3 10
Nongovernment ... ............. 2 33 11 il 8 2
OHDBI .. oo e oo essssss et e 1 17 1 2 2 ]

Total et s R e 6 100 53 100 30 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

West Virginia's recommendations suggest that most health, eco-
nomic, and social issues impacting on the elderly can be resolved
through organizations already in existance (47 percent of their rec-
ommendations). The following table shows the Nation agrees with
this recommendation.

PROVIDER UF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

e o — o Meoommendabos

Providet o West Virgina o _‘Nall___

B Number Percent Numbet Percent
Legislator . 14 16 5n 14
Orgamizations e e e 42 47 1,651 41
Budget Y 14 16 167 19
Monitor . A 15 17 218 5
Research and development L | ] 297 8
Regulators . o 3 3 213 ]
Combinations of the above . 0 0 05 _,_,8

Total . B e 89 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Unlike the Nation, West Virginia recommends processing as the
primary resource necessary to improve the health, economic, and
social conditions of the elderly (44 percent of their recommenda-
tions).
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RECOMMENDATIONS

West Virgina Nation

Resource :
Numbet Petcent Number Petrent

e s s e et e erreeesenneen 39 44 1,188 29

5 5 313 8
13 15 1,449 36
10 I 120 3
TR 2l 24 690 17
Combinations of the above.. ..... e o e 1 1 268 7

T s oo e s e e 89 100 4,028 100 .

Matenal = o
People and money .




WISCONSIN STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’s

WISCONSIN’S ELDERLY CONCERNS ARE SIMILAR TO THE NATION’S

Wisconsin’s issues regarding the elderly are similar to those
throughout the Nation. The following table shows both Wisconsin
and the Nation believe economic issues to be the primary concern
of the elderly (50 and 51 percent, respectively) with social issues
being second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Dimension e Tt T - -

Health
Economic

Economic issues can be improved by reducing costs

Wisconsin recommends reducing costs as well as increasing and/
or maintaining income as the best way to improve the elderly’s ecc-
nomic condition. A furthe: analysis of the economic dimension
shows that 39 percent of Wisconsin's recommendations suggest re-
ducing costs and 43 percent of Wisconsin’s recommendations sug-
gest increasing and/or maintaining income as the primury method
of relieving the financial burden on the elderly.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WISCONSIN

Recommendation

Method of rebeving financial durden Wisconsin Nation
Number “Percent Number Percent

Costs:
Reduce Service COSIS .. ... . 9 28 764 3
Taxes I 1 2 3 113 6
Reduce durable ¢osts . ) . 3 5 209 10
Reduce nondurable costs o 2 4 106 )
Increase/maintan income.
Employment e 8 15 } 0 299 15
Nonemployment . L 15 28 492 bl
Combinations of the above ) 10 18 64 3

Total 54 100 2.043 100

(199,
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Specific recommendations on how the econon:ic condition can be
improved by reducing costs include:

Design services to enable the elderly to purchase services by
using vouchers, voluntary contributions, grunts to individuals
or funding arrangements which follow the individual across
agencies or “systems”.

Utilize resources for transportation for the elderly to main-
tain and improve public and specialized transportation systems
for both urban and rural areas.

Title XVIII and XIX funds for outrea.n, outpatient, and
other non-institutional services shall be expanded.

Private insurance coverage for mental health services shall
be liberalized for the elderly.

Specific recommendations on how the economic condition can be
improved by increasing/maintaining income include:

Investigate the natural support systems for the care of the
elderly, especially the family and other natural caretakers, in
order to promote aud strengthen the role of family and other
societal and community resources in providing the least re-
strictive and most humane care.

Encourage empleyers and uaions to allow both males and fe-
males gradual retirement through flexible, ex,Janded employ-
ment options.

Consider General Revenue as a potential stable funding
source for the Social Security system.

Social issues are concerned with discriminatory practices against
the elderly

Most of Wisconsin’s issues regarding the social well-being of the
elderly are concerned with society’s negative attitudes toward
aging which are often displayed in discriminatory practices. Exam-
plleg of some of the social issues Wisconsin is concerned about in-
clude:

Discrimination based on age shall be prohibited in all em-
ployment practices by state and federal laws.

Public policy and programming, educational offerings, and
the media shall be encouraged to help older adults achieve a
better self-image and recognize their own potential and abili-
ties.

Elementary, secondary, and higher educational curricula
shall include the study of a(.lgi g within the total life cycle of
human development and shall emphasize positive and accurate
non-stereotyped views of the elderly.

. nrove health concerns by providing better mental health services
and more research

Wisconsin recommends providing better mental health services
and more research to improve the health problems cf the elderly.
Specific recommendations include:

Nutrition sites, senior centers, and other congregate settings
shall be utilized more extensively for individual assessments,
referrals, and group mental health services.

Private enterprise and foundations shall be encouraged to al-
locate funds for pure and app'ied research in aging.
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Research in health, mental health, social and developmental

aspects of aging shall address as a priority issue: maintenance
of health.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH NONGOVERNMENT SOURCES

Wisconsin's recommendations, unlike most of the Nation, show
the primary source of improvement on all dimensions for issues im-
pacting on the elderly is nongovernment sources. Thirty-seven per-
cent ol Wisconsin’s recommendations suggest nori-government as
the pr(iimary source for improvement as opposed to 28 percent na-
tionwide.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDIT.ONS

o Reconmendations
Soutce of improvement L ‘Wﬂyg_“_ o _"1"“1 o
Number Percent Numbet Petcent

Fedetal Government et eeeeeeeeeeeee et sasss e 22 21 1,218 30
Slate and local government . .. ... 14 13 439 11
Federal and State Zovernment 18 17 666 16
Nongovernment . .. s 40 37 1,108 28
Combinations rf the above. . 13 _n 600 15
Total .. . . 107 100 4,028 100

If we break out the recommendations by dimension, however, we
can se~ that Wisconsin believesr the primary responsibility for
issues relating to the elderly’s health and social concerns should
rest with nongovernment sources. However, Wisconsin believes the
Federal Government is the best source for assisting the eldeily
with economic problems.

SOURCES FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recommendations by dimension

Source of improvement Heatth Economic Social

Number  Percent  Number  Purcent  Number  Percent

Federal GOVErNMENT . . . .. o e e e ? 10 18 33 Vi 6
Slate and local OVEIMEN . . . . e e i e 0 6 8 15 6 19
Federal and Stale government . . .. .o ? 10 13 24 3 9
NONGOVEIIMENL . .. . .o it et e e e e 16 16 1 13 17 53
Other ... e e e — 1 4 8 15 4 13

Total e e e e e+ e e, 21 100 54 100 3 100

ASSISTANCE TO THF. ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Wisconsin believes most health, economic, and social issues af.
fecting the elderly can be resolved through existing organizations,
a belief held by the Nation. As the table below shows, Wisconsin
suggests that 46 percent of its recommendations can be carried out
through existing organizations, compared to 41 percent nationwide.
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PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY
"
Pronder L Woma M
Numbet Petcent Number Percent
Legslator .. . .. ... 9 8 511 14
Orgrarzabions ... 49 46 1,851 4]
Budget ... 19 18 167 19
Monitor ... e e e e 5 5 218 5
Research and development .. .. . 18 17 297 8
Regulator......... ... oo 6 5 213 5
Combinazions of the above. ... ... l 1 305 8
TOML. o vt s e ssenescsses s reee 107 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Thirty-nine percent of Wisconsin’s recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the necessary resource to enable the
providers to improve the health, economic, and social conditions of
the elderly, a recommendation also made nationwide (36 percent)
as shown in the following table.

RECOMMENDATIONS
T Wisconsin Nation
Resources —
Number Percent Number Percent

People . ... e oo 4 13 313 8
Money . e e et Y] 39 1,449 36
Matenal ... . .. . 1 1 120 3
Process .. . ... 26 /] 1,188 29
People and money. ... ... ... 7 7 690 17
Combinations 0f the aDOVE ............ocooooovriics coveemerrcesereeeeeese e L 17 ‘A 268 1

DL N 107 100 4,028 100




WyoMING STATE ISSUES ON AGING FOR THE 1980’

WYOMING'S ELDERLY CONCERNS PARALLEL NATIONAL CONCERNS

We compared the recommendations made by Wyoming regarding
the elderly with those of the Nation and found them to be similar.
The following table shows the elderly in Wyoming and the Nation
are primarily concerned with economic issues (69 and 51 percent,
respectively) with social issues second.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIMENSION

Wyoming Nation
Dimension TTeTmem o e e -
Number Percent Number Percent
8 1 639 16
16 69 2043 51
a0 @ 1346 3
1 100 4,028 100

Improve economic condition by reducing costs

Wyoming and the Nation suggest reducing costs as the best
method of improving the economic condition of the elderly. A fur-
ther analysis of the economic dimension shows that 50 percent of
Wyoming's recommendations propose reducing service ccsts as the
principal method of relieving the financial burden on the elderly, a
recommendation also made by the Nation (37 percent), as shown in
the following table.

METHOD OF RELIEVING FINANCIAL BURDEN ON THE ELDERLY IN WYOMING

o Recommendations
Method of rebewng fiaancial burden W|ng ) Nalm o
Number Percent Number Percent
Costs.
Reduce ServIce oSt . .. . . .. .. 38 50 164 37
TaXES . e e 3 4 113 6
Reduce durable COSIS . oo e 15 20 209 10
Reduce nondurable cosls e 5 I 106 5
Increase/maintain (nCome
Employment ... .. ) 1 295 15
Nonemployment . e e, 9 11 492 24
Combmations of the above. 1 o 64 - 3
Total . e 16 16 2,043 100

Some recommendations made by Wyoming to reduce service
costs include:
(203)
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Curtail rate increases for energy costs.

Moderation in doctor, hospital, and nursing home charges.

Continue to develop existing progr s with special emp“asis
on rxlmeals 7 days a week especially c.nphasizing home-delivered
meals.

Improve in-home services including homemaker and home
health care as an alternative to nursing homes.

Use part of severance tax for services for seniors.

Emphasize services for frail elderly.

Improve social concerns through a combination of programs

Wyoming recommends focusing on a combination of programs to
improve the social concerns of their elderly (93 percent of their rec-
ommendations). Specific recommendations include:

Extend the hours of the senior centers to include evenings
and weekends and extend the planned activities to include ex-
ercise facilities, study areas, musicals, etc.

Expand senior center hours to cover 7 days a week.

Organize a community skills bank wit.. all ages involved.

Project a positive image of the elderly.

Bridge the gap between generations through communica-
tions, passing on of skills, etc.

IMPROVEMENTS TO BE ACHIEVED THROUGH MULTIPLE SOURCES

Twenty-six percent cf Wyoming’s recommendations suggest im-
proving issues impacting on the elderly through a combination of
sources with non-government sources second (25 percent).

SOURCF. FOR IMPROVING THE ELDERLY'S HEALTH ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

o Recommendations _
Source of improvement o W!yoiny{g‘_ o Nation
) Numbet Percent Number Percent
Federal Government ... .. . 22 20 1,215 30
State and local government .. 18 16 439 11
Federal and State government 14 13 666 16
Nongovernmen! . e 8 25 1,108 28
Other comhinations . e e e s e I 600 _“175
Tolal e e e e s e Il 100 4,028 100

As shown in the following table, a breakout of each dimension
shows that Wyoming believes a combination of sources could im-
prove economic issues, Federal and state governments should be re-
sponsible for improving health issues with non-government sources
responsible for improving social issues.
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SOURGE FOR IMPROVING CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY BY DIMENSION

Recominendations by diunension
Source of improvement Health Economic Socral

N:e’? Percest  Number  Percent  Number  Percenl

federal Government 0 0 19 25 3 11
State and locat government 0 0 11 14 1 26
Fedeal and State government 4 50 ! 9 3 11
Nongovernment 2 25 18 24 8 30
Other combinations . 2 25 21 28 6 2

Total 8 100 16 100 ) 100

ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY THROUGH EXISTING ORGANIZATIONS

Wyoming and the Nation believe that existing organizations can
provide and help needed to resolve most health, economic, and
social conditions impacting on the elderly (5 and 41 percent, respec-
tively) as shown in the following table.

PROVIDER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE ELDERLY

Recommendations
Provider Wyoming Nation
Number Percent Numbet Peicent
Legislator . 10 9 51 14
Crgamzations L 63 51 1.651 41
Budget . ) 2? 20 167 19
Momitor L . b 5 218 5
Research and development . o ? ? 297 8
Reguilalor . 3 3 213 5
“ombmations uf the above o 5 4 305 8

Total . 111 100 4,028 100

RESOURCES NEEDED TO IMPROVE HEALTH, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE ELDERLY

Thirty-three percent of Wyoming's recommendations suggest in-
creased funding (money) as the resource needed to improve the
health, economic, and social conditions of the elderly, a recommen-
dation also made by the Nation (36 percent).

RECOMMENDATION
Wyoming Nation
Resrnuces
Number Pereen Number Percenl
Penple 1 3 313 8
Maney 3 J 1.449 36
Malonial 11 10 120 3
Process 24 2? 1,188 29
Penple ani money 31 78 690 1/
Combmalions of the above 4 4 268 ]

Tota m 100 4,078 100
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