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The New Jersey Educational,Apsessment Program, as -di

New Jersey State Départment of Education is designed to comply ‘v |

with New Jersey' Statute~18A: 424 which gtates: . -

\ " ' T W ) o, . T

<

3 l o y
- : - - S o
The Commissioner shall 'by.difrection’ dr with ‘ap
{ " of the State Board, whenever it is deemed

.

advisable so to do,' inqudre’ and‘ lscertain
-thoroughhess and efficiency of operat on s of

"» 'n the schools of the pubilic school Bysteém of the

and of any grades thereln by such means, tests

examinations as to him' seem proper|, and he
. repdyrt to the state board the res lts .of
'~ ‘inquiries and suych other informatioh with

deem, .proper, but nothing #n" ' this
/ affect the right.of each district ‘to
~~own rules for promotion., "

!
.

dection
orescri

)

rected bywthe  \Q'”

proval*' = ./

to be 5 '
~the oo
any of -

state

'g 'ah'd '

shall
such (. | |
regard , .+ .

T thereto as the state board may require as he shall - .

shall ,
be its St

'.'.”l'

Background Infoxmation b o . -j«_-
The program which was . initiated during the 1972-73 school year
has annually measured student performance in the basic skill
areas of reading and mathematics. The program, however, has
, evolved through the years into a.new testing program which -
includes 'a writing section. The "new test" which is entitled
"The High School Proficiency Test" is a more cowprehensive basic
skills ‘test than the Miniumum Basic Skills test that it ‘is
replac¢ing. The HSPT ‘includes a writing section as well as items
dssessing higher level thinking skills, - A
. . . s :
The passing of the new HSPT will become part of the graduwation
requirement for the ninth grade class of 1985-86, Until that
year, the Miniumum Basic?® Skills Test (MBS) will remain the. - -
‘graduation test for high school students, Any student who does
not pass the current MBS teStﬁiS'requiged.by law to participate
in the district"s Compensatory Education,program and MUST take
the test and PASS itrthe following year in order to meét the -
Btate requirement for a high school diploma. If the stud&nt
again fails . either the math and/or readi g Bections of the test,
.he/she MUST dontinue attempting th test each year until the test _
is passed. A special review committge will be*formed under =
. state guidelines to_revﬁfw any student who has not passed All of
the statd test subtests by the time he/she completes grade
twelve,, b ' - ? : »
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SeT Y T ~wﬁ._6E£initionaof'merms.

—

R For the purposes of this report, the terms lisﬁed below.are
e defined ags follows: * e S SO . '

)

1. Cluster = Clusters are groups of items Which measure similar'
-8kills such as reading comprehension, pre~aL9ebra, etc.

’

2 Cluster average - The percentage of students correctly
. responding to each item in the cluster ’ T

- . . . ) )
A . z . . . "

3.  County. (CO) - Mercer County .7

~ 4. Community Type (CT) - Each’ school diatrict in the state is
' classified as one of the following types of communities:
.1, Urban Center(UCh - densely populated with extensive :
development -
2. Urban Suburban' (US): - near an urban center, “but not as.
" highly developed with larger Jresidential areas .
‘4, Suburban. (8) - predominantly single-family residential-
within a short distance of an urban area .

5. Suburban Rural (SR) - rapidly developing area, but: still o
tracts of open land available for ‘development : e
"~ 6« Rural (R) - scattered =small communities and isplated ’
. single-family dwellings ey '

" 7. Rural Center (RC) - high- density core area - with ryral
. -minicipalities surrounding ’ - 5
. 8. Rural Center Rural (RCR) small developed core .area -

. surrounded by Tural areas ' L
9..Vocational (V) - primary emphasis on vocational training A
« under a separate educational jurisdiction
0. Regional District (RD) - an educational jurisdiction
" established to service several surrounding communities '

. ; % East Windsor 1s classified as a sﬁrburban~rural distrjct.

. _ 5. District Factor Grouping (DFG) "~ This grouping is based on the . o
. . 1980 United States census to obtain a measure of a district's ..
socioeconomic status.,: Districts are.dabeled from a low of ° :
v (A). to a high of (J)» . Each district is assigned a FACTOR
' ' ¢ SCORE based on the community means of the following seven *
5. vériables: ) ! ,
D : -East Windsor Average
ts . "}, Educationad backgroUnd age 25+ _ 1 year ofycollege
ot 2. ‘Occupational status of occupations . clerical, craftsmen
: 3. Per Capita average *family ihcome , . 825,611
AR | 4 }Sercent of families below boverty level ~ - 3.63% . N
' nemployment ~.% receiving compensation ° : 9. 48% o
. 6 Populatiop Density per housing' unit SN2, 78 persons v\ B
' 7% Percent Erban population of d?strict' . , I
\ - ‘

* East Windsor has a DPG.rating.of-"H
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ok 6, Items - Questions used o measure each 'test objective or *
R specification, New items are written each yearJ but are - .
based on ‘the same objectives.- ,'_.‘. e EERRCEEE N

¢ . 7. Limited Englisb Speaking (LE)" = A code used to specifiy
| o ‘.. 'students who Aare identified as- having limited English
w . 'speaking @bility. '

. 8. Specgal Educatlon (SE) - A code used’to speci@y students who
' are ciassified ag- handicapped. L ‘o = < .

- 9. Specifications - Re&ding, wrlting and math objectives whtcg
should be mastered by students by the time of testing {
grade nine. The objectives. were developed by a cross—section
of New Jersey educators and noneducaton@.

- 10, Student Report - A sheet which e€ontains each student's
percentage of ‘items correct on all ‘subtests and responses, .
selected, ' A copy of the student~report is sent to the scthl \

.and to all parents. : : .

R S
HIGH SCHOOL PROFICfﬁNCY TEST

The 1983-84' school year was tHe- flrst year that the new ngh

, . School Proficiency. Test was administered to nlnth grade -students

( . . enrolled in New Jersey public high schools. As mentioned:

} - - i.previously,-the specifications for this test were developed by

| both educators and noneducators. throughout the state. ' The *
cluster areas assessed on the HSPT test, included the follOW1ng=

READING (154 minates) | R s
- 1.~Litera1 Comprehension | |
' 2. Inferential Comprehension
" . 3. Critical Copmprehension
e 4. Study. SklllS 4

WRITING (140 minutes):

. _ - 1. Senten'ce Structure T
' L ' 2. Organization of Ideas
' ' . . . . 3. Editing ' '
‘ 4, Essay writlng

"MATHEMATICS (149 minutes) : e
N : : " 1. Fractions T : ,
. - 3, Percents . . SRR |
| . ; " ‘4, Number Concepts” = L, R %
v SR " . . 5, Measurement/Geometry . L
- . 6. Pre~Algebra o N
7. Problem Solving " o ' \\

T
P g
-
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IR © .. Methdds and Procedures . .
" The_High ‘Sthool Proficiency Tests were administered te ALL'ninth
grade' students on March 6,7 and 8, 1984, The test administration.
took place in thé.Hightstoqn High School Shally House gymnasium.e
Only those classified students who had “specifigc instructions in
their IEPs that,they could not participate in standardized
-testing situations were legally excused, from the testing. "Make -
up days were provided for those students not in atténdance on the

. scheduled testing days. . . - o T e

L 4
’

.
. -
s hooL

Individual student results were received in May 1984 from - .
National Computer Bystems in Iowa. One copy of these results was '

forwarded to thg stident's pdrents/guardians while two copies
.were .sent.to the High School for permanent record folders. -

> Listed "in the table below aré the numbers of studenis
- participating. in the HSPT test‘gdministration. S Y

A Ty

~ the State used the 1970 "I" grouping for this year's data

*

parents/gqguardians is proviQsd in Figure 1. Althaugh no "passing"
scowe has been set 'by the®state, the report does provide the
percentage of items the  student- answered correctly on' each-
subtest. .o - SR 3 _

| . \ ' ’ '
‘{LA sample copy of the Iﬁﬂividual Student Report sent home to
o™ = »

Ih October 1984, the district wésfprovided.HSPT item“analysis

) i
A o ' TABLE A
§ o . . = - Population Tested
- r""—"""‘"""'—-“""'—""'"———-;---WF'—“'——‘--~"“-“” "'—"'""‘:'-""'}'—“"“""'- —,"' ----------- '
‘ | SUBTEST AREA o East Windsor . Group New' Jersey
D) T Sy Sy RN NN B e o o o e o e e e e e e e e
L . NI e , : T 1 | ,
Reading - S 427 | .;8;86% .| 86,416
Y . L ) ' \ " ) A . . : .o
. |Writing ' . . - - .427 | . 8,864 1 86,509 5
_ | - » - o -
Mathematics . . . | 427 . +| 8,855 - 86,515
Special Educ., Students | t 32 “NA : ;4;469'
Limited English . - 3 NA 1,313 |
.......... ......-.'.._.......-..'.......JL..._--'_.....____.__._ TR "'""'""'"""""""'TJ -
- . * East Windsor is now classified as an "H" DFG.group, however,

« ' . results by'the state. These Yesults were shrared with the: |~

appropriate reading and math Content Specialists at both the 6-8

'_ and 9-12 ‘levels as well as with the Principals,of the respective , -

buildingsy$ - As has. been the gractice in the past, the 9-12
Content Specialists were, asked to review and respond to the,

§ Cluster/itém analysis results. Thei} comments.will be forwared .
9

to the State Depdrtment.of Education as part of the distrioct's
review of the regults, o - S

, [ ° B . : d
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8 1durtty ancg maamag lom mutliple meanings - | 8¢ | 384 [77 0 3 8 Salect ¢ sentente /@vision 1hel COtrects sn 130 Jrae Jase [ 4 Add and subtraat Traclions 14 WS [1 K]
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, This section of the report will provide information concerning .
_ EBast Windsor. students" HSPT r sultg[in-readingrwriting-ang

. mathematics as they compare to the State of New Jersey, Mercer
County, the "I® DFG group, -and the Suburban-rural community type
group. Table B provides the mean ¢cluster ‘scores by subtest area.. .
for 1983~8p East Windsor ninth grade students. = - -

v

o TABLE B T
‘ T . Mean Cluster Scores -* e )
.’ whubaindalaly '-;——-—----\w-u-r-—-—-0--”_._-h“__--&--———--———-npy—wny—-i—:————--—--.-:———-‘uu-'.-
SUBTEST AREA |  CLUSTER TOPIC . . EWR MEAN CLUSTER SCORE
Reading _Literal'Comp}ehension. ' 84.5 =
- - | 'Inferential Comprehension 83.0
-~ | -Critical Compréhension v 86.8 )
| *| Study Skills , R 83.5
~ Writing : -Sgntence Structufe o | - 8%.7'. "
- o | Organization- of Ideas - - 88.1
. 0 . | Editing" S _ ' 76.4
o i co. Essay Writingf(éossible 12) 38.4
—-Fhv—f—---i-—-~Wf-——%—ﬂw—-f-—~—-——j-—“f;*éf ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ “-é-r--4
. Mathematics Fractions '.'."'W o | 82,4~ S
0 Decimals L : | -79.7 -, 1
« ‘I Percents : R . 66,2 N
‘Numper Concepts - v . *65.0
Megsurement/Geometry © . .58,5.
Pre-Algebra . - _ ' 74.7,
| 4 Problem Solving . - . 68.7
L---.-—-h ———————— y -—-J\--i——-ﬁ-'d-—_-—--gunu-,-——'-'—,: ————— -{-——i-:---b- ——————— r—.————-i——-———-J b

. - l.'_‘f l_ . .

It would appear from ‘the.datafthat the ninth, grade students .
attained the. highest cluster"Weah in .reading on critical =
comprehens’ion (86.8%). In writing, the students were, K strongest
‘in ‘organization of ideas (88.1%) 'while in math,, the best student
performance was observed. in fractions (82,4%).  On'thg essay
section, out of a possible 12 points, .Fast Windsor students
- scored a mpan of 8.4. - - o e '

Prekented in Table ¢ are East Windsor HSPT results”as compared to -
*’ the various reference groups -~ New Jersey, Mercer County, the "H" -
DFG group and the suburban-rural group. - Qn ALL cluster areag, .
‘with the skception'of the DFG gxouping, East Windsor student - * ,
performance was bettes than §hé/bthet-reﬁerenceﬂgroups;, ' , oo

R 3
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B -‘} oo L L Table €00 Y T L e
» ) : o ‘. ' ) . .. '-‘:'-'...‘, ) A.-.«.. » \
East WinQBor-Regional/Reference Group,Comparisons SN |
T et et o e e - [ e e P e N ettt
S Subtest Cluster - |EWR | "I" DFG Sub—Rural Mercer | NJ
N T Y L R . I N v e i e -
READING - S - R v a
| Literal Comprehension | 85 - 86 . 82
Inferential Comp, 83 | 84" 80
Critical Comprehension| 87 88 83
. Study Skills ~ . . |84 o 85 . 81
S NP — ,..--_..-.-a...v.-'..-:......-.-.-'.;-E’;..I...-..-J—-—.-&i.---,q-——\
e WRITING S B { I T B . .
tR Sentence Structure 82 . 1. B3 - 80 g 76 . 77 )
" | Organization of Ideas | 88 .| B89 86 { 82 1 83 o o
Editing o 76 80 - 75 . - 69 N R T RO 2
. . . : ; : . N . v ) N
|Bosay, - S _-f;f..-...-_..f.:f;_-_»___f;i_:_.,r;._z;z.,_-_-Z-;E..; 4
. / ) - S ] - .. . « _. ‘ E- —; ‘. ) . ' . B . ‘ ) "' ;
- MATHEMATICS = .- B " . 1
+ '| Fxactions o . 182 .84 .1 79 | 74 *76 A
v | Decimals ,] 80 84 - 81, . Y8 79 | -
Percents . . - .66 - 68 [ 63 .| .59° 60. ..
Numbet Concepts 165 . 66 |. - 60 57 - 57
‘ easurqment/Geometry - 59 - 63 ' | 54 50 -], 50
? -Algebra , 75 78 70 64 | 65
P oblem Solv1ng .7 |69 | -70 1 65 : 60 a} 61-J .
s e i vt o e b o P ot 1 e e s s 0 s bt e o o 0 ] e e e et e . g e s e e e e e e N PO, S
o DThe next table, . Table D, provides the dlstribution of East . R
- Windsor students' scores within spe01flc score’ranges- on the S
three subtesfs admlnlstered The - greatest percentiage of
* sgtudents in the hi'ghest . range of 81-100 was found to be in.
reading (70%) followed by wrlting (66%). The lowest percentage )
of students attalnlmg sgores 1n this “high range was 1n mat} B o
. A
) TPable D- o
‘Distribution of Subtest Scores: . °
A ‘ T N = 427 '
B mbubeiadaiubebadedudey T T T T s s e - _‘:---'--'-—-"-T—"- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ o
Score Range Reading = - Writing . Mathematlcs , o
k . # Students % | # Students &’ # Students_ $ . .
P e S I AR MR S e R = EY Y : ' '
57 1.2 | 20 7 4.7
- 12 28.1 165 - 38,6
28 6\600 142 "3303 :
STeTar NSRS NP ———" e Gt v 2 b o .

.8 C » |
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S V”_'_‘Table E provides the distribution of students attalning each of = .
. v . the gossible 12 scores on the writing sepqioh essay. ; Over 85% of o

. ‘the East Windsor students scored a 7 or. better._ ”
) . . Table E : ' - R '
‘ Distribution of EWR Scores on thie Essay Section T
Ve : S e e Vw5 (o 0 G ok s e S gD SO B e s e B A o o ) e s s o s aan +—a—-— - o omy wnw-———w--vunm—v-——muu-—-——_ e
< Score . ﬁ” ‘Number of Students, ¥ of Students ’
0 0 | . 0 e
-1 ¢ 0 ¥ B o - ST .
2 0 - - , 0 1
6 38 - - 8.9 . v, - :
7 | R 67 .. 1. 15,7 |
.. 8’ L - 100, ‘ : 23.4 . .
| e o 81 " 9.0 )l
10 . 73 . . | 17,1 |
“ 11 : C 35 , " 8.2 ) '
: 12 o .15 A I 3.5 '
L"'.""'"""'"""""""""‘""'-" ------------ Bt ot a ve PO e A8 v S . e s oo s o) o e e o o i o o s ot b s o v o S O e -

) _ . , R A e
. . . . . ' -
L 4 T T TS )
: - |- Think of something 1mportant that happened in o x
’ - your life. It may. have been’ happy or 'sad, | | R
‘ . _ painful or enjoyable. Write an esgay in which ' ’ o
, ' ' you tell what  happened - and why it was.;, | N
: o 0 1mporbant to you. . . - t _ e
"""--"“"‘ ————— o i s S o R e e 0 g 0 B G G G e e s Yo g0 e e e "‘1""'-——""“’-"‘"—‘#— \
. [
. <'v As was dope last year, the wrlting essay section was’ sconed by a

~ "Holistic" scoring process developed by ETS. Each student'

essay was read by two readers independently. The scoring was
based on a 8ix point 8cale 16-0).  Readerk-were asked to rate

each essay for their overall impression of the student's work., :
‘~  A.total of 220 readers.were selected from the State's Language Lo
, Arts teachers with, 90,000 papers to read.” Two chief readers and

. six assistant readers selected "range flnder papers for the 220

, - readers to -use as guides. "

2

Comparisons between the- 1983 84 essay results and those of 1982- 1’.}_‘3
-83 are presented ip Table F. A total 6f£'358 ninth ‘grade R
students were tested in 1982-83 while 427 ‘students were tested in ‘
1983-84, The data shows that more students in 1983-84 -attained
' higher total essay gcores than students in the 1982483 group. The -+ __
mean esgay score for studengs in 1982-83 was 7.6. This figure T
increased to 8.4 for the 1983-84 ninth\grade students. ) o
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LR P T v Table'F. . . T
' A Distribution of Essay Scores - S !
o T T 1982 -83 and,1983V84 B : o
» » r. !‘ * Q.. .' . \ J 1
' , . p-n---c--.--;-—nn :m;-n--m-——u---n--4---»—--‘--‘--‘-!--'7r--\--'------- - o e W G0 A W W O G T o X )
S .. Score % of Students 1983 84 [ % of Students 1982 83 |
[ e T i o g o T 2 okt o e 0 o o s e ot e Pﬁ—ﬂ-h—n~—-—-w~———q~-—-~————f*—d
SRR B T TR R R N S vy
. .V"“wﬁ‘ 1 4 '*..} 0 ) . . . uo . L
o, l . ‘?2 , " . - o ‘ ' . 1 .
S V% R 5 7 .
¢ . 4 — .9A - . 3 <Y
1., 5 . . 2,8 6 oo '
6 8,9 .. , 16 RN
7 15,7~ ] o 20 ‘
8 v 23v4 ¢ 24 .
‘. 9 , 19.0° 15 \
| 10 AT 11
v 11 8.2 ™ 2
. 12 , 3.5 - I
»

- T u-,--__j%éz_ﬂ-;_---u__au___--,--_--__-,_--___-;;_;__“,-,*,_;--,;ﬂ Lo
. R ' " . ) s ( . »u'y-_é .
The data displayed in- Table G. shows a comparison, of the '

‘ ) percentage of Eagt Windsor ninth grade students' distribution pf
.. subtest 'scores as compared to the state~wide data. On ALL -

v ‘subtest resdlts,  East Windsor had a higher peéercentage of

*Hy students attaining scores in the 81- 100 range as compared to the
%total state figunes. _

-~ X

| Table G o
L W - K o '
State/East Windsor Distribution Comparisons ‘
: ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ T e e i e ot e o et v e e B 0 ks ke e o e e o o0 -y o o
Score Range READING .. WRITING MATH
co EWR NJ EWR =~ N | EWR NJ
P .0, - 20 R | o . 4| 1 .6
v ¢ T 21 e 40 M 2.6 403 102 _. 5!5 . 4.7 ’ 14.4 ' ‘_
41 - 60 405“ '1109 ¢ 407 23‘]03 : 22,.7v, 3105 "..
61 - 80 23.0 32,2 28.1 .~ 49.5 | 38.6 31.1 |
* 81--100 70,0  51.5 66.0 . 21.2 | 33.3 22, 5
L——n--—-—--—-—-:—-n-o nm-—-—n—w-wu-—-—-——m——--nh:--'-q----——:—-u--—dua‘—-—h-f-qn —————— J
: . . o - I‘ ' . . ) ~ "’4?‘.?1)
! ’ “ &J !{n

On Table H, a compar*son of the distribution of East Windaorﬂa,h g
the State:.essay scores is provided, A total of 29% of: %u@hﬂ é.“
Wipdsor ninth grade studentg had a score of 10 or better as
compared to 20% for the state~wide total. . :
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. Complrison of East Windsor/State Essay Scores
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-sinée this is the first year that the district is receiving
feedback on the new HSPT instrument, it is felt that more
specific information is needed ‘to determine where students at the
6 -~ B level may need more stress in specific skill areas. Table
I provides a matrix of the ninth grade students' .HSPT results by
their former 6 - 8 school, In addition,'a ceolumn also is
o " provided which displays the test results for students who did not b
receive their 6 - 8 preparation in East Windsor schools. As can -
be noted on the table, very litte: difference exists between
students who received their preparation at thé Kreps or Rdgers
Schools. Larger differences, however, are found when the results
of students who are'new to East Windsor are reviewed. This is
especlally true when, analy21ng the math cluster, areas. Here
differences in scores are as much as 11 points.,

oo . ‘ '




Mean Cluster( Scores

e 'rAiar,Bé" ' R
Kreps/Rogers and o

N -
L)

ew Students.

r.—u-‘u uuuuuu o 2 600 AN 0 i 1 S OO0 0 o [ R s Rt B o 8 e AP B S Sk A ."-ﬂﬂ-.ﬂ-l!.":-ﬂ”b“"m:-ubn.-d-wo—-sv-—w-nmw_-wm
"} SUBTEST | CLUSTER TOPIC . { EWR KREPS | ROGERS NEW
1 | ., /N'=. y427 8] 124 45
- ——— B e e e i e = o e e e e o
‘ . ) { .
Reading  Literal Gomprehension | 85 86 | 84 79
g Inferential Comprehension | 83 85 | 82 76
.. Critical Comprehension | 87 ., 87 | 88 .5 82
' 'Study Skills . © | 84 85 84 15
MEAN - Reading . - 1 84 85 84 77
Y 0P o s up eh et thee A s e S et g it ey S s e e W e At Y Sl S A B S . S e A D S skOest G dere A W Gare WS W S ey W Raashadanl il d o Rod ekl ol etk ooy por st
| Writing Sentence Structui '_ 82 - 83 81 78
' " Organimgation of deas 4 88 89 | 88 82
B ) Editing - o 176 178 76 71 .
| | MEAN -'Writing (Mult.) | B3 - 84 83 s
Essay (Hossible 12) ° 8.4\ 8.5 | 8.5 . 7.9
MEAN- Total Writing 84, 85, |, 85 82
~~~~~~~ - s o f 4t 0 G e i O P S e b S et (e . e v S B e i A -~*—~-—4~-----——:--53---—-II
f b\ .
Math Fractions 82 '\ 84 82 -+ 74 |
i Decimals g0 -y 81 79 75 1,
Percents - - 66 ‘%' 69 © 64 54 )
"~ Number Concepts 65 \ 67 . 65 54 |
. Measurement/Geometr 59 160 59 49ff_
- Pre-Algebra 7% 76 76 65-
Problem Solving 69 -yl 68 57
. . MEAN = Math 70 1 70 60
L..._.._...--q..-.-.-—-—-—-.-h ———————————— o v o gop o st ool i S Ot s W as Y b e w%om-:-nj\- —————————— ?ﬂOJ

The next section of this report will focus on specific cluster
areas of strengths .and weaknesses.,
school so that staff members at the 6 '~ 8 level will be aware of
gstudent and program needs in their buildings. In%addition, the
High School staff will#be better aware of«he needs of new
students COming into East Windsor at the ninth grade leVelo
’

In- order for a topic area to be.
the overall pérformance on the items for the topic drea had to
exceed an average of 85%.0f the students responding dorrectly.
On the other ' hand, a weakness is indicated if 70% o: less of the
students respond correctly to topic items. w

-
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These will be broken down’ by

considered a. Btrengthf




. N =427 A R
”—‘..‘*-mﬁ‘*—"“-ﬂﬂ“-nﬂnuﬁ -ﬂﬂn“’l'ﬂﬁﬂ'“”“"“"’“-—--}_-"~— ———————— ‘7"““
Kreps Rogers . New Studenys
-a—-a.-——---n-p--n--.—umﬁ—um—uun—-ﬁ ——————————— S, —d---w-t-—:n—dnunu--vnm—u{
] ’ RKREADIN G IR
‘gynonyms ‘. 7 meaning. by context synonyms .
relevantninfo. " . meaning by affixes meaning/affikes
.~ cause/effect prediot outcome ' table of contents,

meaning by context

-

L4
LI

several ideas in
sentence

L

mult. proper fraction
add decimals
evaluate an expre(%ion
4
» - .

meaning” by affixes .dictionary. R
dictionary ~ table of contents v
index . . ' . o : '
tablegof contents -
fact/opinion | -
. ..-u-.--._.-..:.-...--.-.....u.--.---.--.--.m-.-------‘----dt—---——-,-‘--4--_--—-!--—---.--.---:-..

| .complete sentences . . detqilv
support main detail
inappropriate detdils s
" s’ hd
o e s e e s s e o s vy —--——-.---‘ ——————————— T S U, -v——w-.'--—u—uw—we-wwwufu‘wn
: ‘> N haA THEMATICS

» add decimals .

. ) ) J

Table J * .
Student Strengths . /,

fact/opinion t A o ' '

WRITING |

complete sentences ~complete ‘sentence
inappropriate detgdl inappropriate

mult. proper fraction add decimals

.




w . . _ Table K S

P '
\ . . < Student Weaknesses ' 3 :
Krep.s | - Rogecrs New Students

-
b‘-»n-pc—h-m-num--«.-—m—--o-onninunu-u«-w—,’a—--m—-m-rnmmwnunm~~w~n—.—c~—n~mhu—~-—l—n~n-m

| READINQ'_- N

[
None ' ‘'t None : idengify events in®
) <Y . sequence
L v ' . * infer “main idea
v - interpret figurative
lanyuage -

N . - .« . "'; ga'.ﬁ' infer sequence, time
: | \ N . infer comparisons ' :
. . ; B “use. card cataloy |
3 o g © ' gummarize data f
o WRITING -~ |
sentence construction - sentence. con- sentence construction- 3
error . T '-struction error .,  error.
L"""‘"""""'"T""""‘ —————— u— —————— - —— g o 2 e .—_-—-..-—-—-s--..-:---!-u-'-—&- ———————
. MATHEMATICS |
‘divide dacimals £ind # when $ givdn -add/sub. fractionsj
percents to fractions .divide decimals ~divide decimals
eptimate: “ . " .pergents to fractlon find # when have %
- gize of fracdtions ‘estimate - percent. to fraction
measure o size of fractions " estimate - ‘
identify angles measure size of fractions '
180 degree angles identify andles measures .
shape formulas . 180 degree angles identify anglgs
compute area of shape formulas - 180 degree angle
irregular figure compute'/area of shape formulas
simplify expression irreqular figure - area of irregular '
discounts - simplify. expression ~figure
mult. step pexcent -discounts - 8imply expresgion
time problem . milt, step pencent graphs
" - time problem . route between two
v x ) .t ‘points
oL , ‘ | ~t_discounts
B ( S S ' sales tax -
v , .. . mult, step percent
_ Y v pr tions -
" ' o s «~ ' money prebd¥ems - .
\ &~ " time problems A
N w000 i o0 Gt s s e B e St G M o P B ki Y o e Qe e i 0% Y S G B W e O W D o i Wi S o WD P Ut S e A e S (e e e B G e
. , v ‘. . ' . . , | K r . ' .‘ v
\ . ' . . ) N . a ' . . .
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-'\3, .j‘Presented on Table L are the results of- student responses
", pertaiming to general information questions¢ ‘The first question

\ ¥ - asked students if .they have always attended school in East -

- ‘wWindsor. A total of 60% (277) of the 462 students responded .

. "yes" to this item, The next question asked the:nintl grade ¥

.*" students how many times since the first 4rade have they -changed - .

- 8chools because they had moved, Fifty-eight percent of the

\ students ipdicated they had hot movéd while anothet 33% (153)
stated they ‘changed schools from 1 to 3 times. since eng,ring ,
first grade. The remaining 9% (42) moved 4 or more times'since ‘. o
first grade. - . A ‘ o,

. Question three focused on the.number of days that the students
said they were absent-during the: school year: between September
and March. A total of 70% (323) indicated that they were ‘absent
at least.l to 10 days while another 14% ¢65) said they were out
of school 11 to 20 days. Onry 12% ,(55) -of the 462 nfnth grade

. »8tudénts stated that they were never" absent, . ,ﬂ b

v . A8 far as present - school programs are cencerned, 45%:(208) of
the gfudents felt that they were enrolled in college preparatory
courses. Another 43% said they were in a "general" program while

the remaining 12% .were involved in business or vocational
programs. : -
.The next sét of questions asked the students about ﬂheir reading,
" writing and math interests and abilities. The students were *
. about evenly divided when asked if they have difficulty reading
. things they want to -read. A total of 50% of the students.
responded "never" while 45% said "sometimes." ;

When asked questions about their writing habits, 35%° of th
students said they "usually" jot down ideas and .notes beforgiﬁ
writlng something.z Apnother 49% said they -jot down notes

"sometimes.,". Out of the remaining students, 10% "dever"” write
anything down before. hand while 4% of the students say they Y
“nevei" write any papers. Taking writing - habits a step further, -

* the students were questioned if they edit their work before
turning it in to a teacher. Again,hthe students were abgtil. evenly A
divided.' A total of 43% said usually vwhile 47% indicated this _—
was only true "sometimes." ' ~ - : o
In school,_aften papers‘h&ue been returned to the student, 10%
say they work on the papers again to try 'to improve*them.
_Another 46% saiq they that "sometimes" while 40% (185) stated
they "never" try to impfove completed papers, The last writing .
item in this section asked the students if they ever write

" Btories for their own enjoyment. The majority of the students = .
(60%) responded "maybe once a year." Another 24% %elt this was
true maybi once every few months". while only 12% said they
write stories for their own enjoyment "about once or twice a
month," , , v A

L
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L -The next two questions asked students about their use of o
calculators and computers., Fifty- five percent.of the ninth grade o
_students stated that they use calculators in their math ¢lases .
'"gometimes," ‘Another 10% of the students responded to this item " "
. by stating "most or all of the time" while 33% of the students
"+ paid "never." The results were not as high wheh questionéd about
. -the use of computers in classes.' Only.13% of the ninth grade

<" ptudents stated that they used computers in their classes while

- 87% of the students saiq never" when anaweringh this question.

- * 'As fart ag math class enrollment is concerned, 8l% of the ninth . -
grade Btudents were enrolled in either an algebra or geometry
{ . course, at the time of the HSPT administration. The remaining
students were enrolled in either a general math or busipess math .
. . course, It can be assumed, based on the above data, that all . . °
R ninth dgrade stud%nts were enrolled in some type of math course at L
- 'vvlgthe time: of the esting. ' , o - - '-~‘ .
N The last series of questions on this general information survey
+ *  dsked the students how they would rate their perfotrmance on the ‘
- three subtegt areas of.the HSPT. For the reading and writihg «."
- pections, .63% of the students said they felt that their
performance was "satisfactory." . A total of 29% (wri ing) and 27%- .
“(reading) felt their perforﬁhnce was "very good."” The remaining -~
AT students stated they felt their performance was . "ungatisfactory - /
‘ - or poor. In math, the figures changed slightly. - Thirty percent
of ‘the students felt they did "very well"” while 56% said
"satisfactory." A total of 13% of the stu ents felt that their'

- performance was unsatisfa tory or- poor ." '
F ?éﬂx, j; o

r

Table L S . E
- Responses to General Information: Questlons -
A v N = 462 .
~-——~~—~—am&uq ——————— [ e e o 0 9———u——n—————rd——-—-;—al ————— 3~~q
‘Question . S Response
bt 4oy it v e 008 G @v An e 0w ww He 4 o G e S 0 B Vet WP PP Ep G BTE G B Gt SO S G " we oo wn —— qa- wwwww o o e e e e e e o o o e
1. Always . attended school ih East wlndsor : .- 60%8°(277)
= o e s ot e e e e o e
2 Changed schools & moved‘/Fnce 1st grade . - ' L
' none | 58% (268) |
\ | ‘1l to 3 timés 338 (153) ]
o 4 or morg, | 9% ( 41) /
----------- p“w—*—n~~~ﬂ&——-*—ﬂnabﬂ—-*nnm-uuub-nﬂ&uh——umuuw—**—ﬁﬂﬂd ‘ ’
13, Absont from school this year never 128 « 55) - ' .
‘ : 1 to 10 days - 708 (323) = -
. S .11 to 20 days « 14% .( 65) b
] BN . - 20 days plus | 4% ( 19)

acadenic

.g'\;present High Schodl program

general | 43% (199)
business/vocational~ " 12% ( 55)
‘.;{‘1 .sometimes. * 45% (208) .
*Jh. _ . © never 50% (231) |
H"Jh.‘“.‘“"'-_.‘“.ﬁﬁu.ﬂ““““-ﬂ"*‘ ““““““““““ ”Nh“.ﬁ““-ﬁ-'“#ﬁlﬂ Lﬁ-—dﬂhhﬂﬂtﬂlﬂ “““““““ Lo

’ % :ﬁ T . ' . -
v ,{ S C 14 ' /y
. s i ‘ . . . . | ) B

o s . L -
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wable L (continued)

, ,' S ResJ nses to General Information Questions | .
\ g : \ : N = 462 . : . B . ~
S ,Question . p - -+«  Response ' .
o I O | | o, " . t ‘ s
f*% | 6. Make notes before write paper usually - | 35% (162) .
S - o * sgometimes - 49% (226)
1 ; IR | . never . ‘f , 10% ( 46) . _
- : do not write papers 43 ( 19) .
n—u.«-.-——-&——..-———.—-—-——n—-—'a--—-— A e s o o o 17 o e -——--—-»--—-u::]--im —————————————— :—
S 7. Edit work before turning. in ysually .-1- 43% (199)
o - o . . sometimes . Yy . 47% (217) U
; ~ I s ~ * - never j 6% ( 28)
" ;\1 —————————————————— ‘S:- —————— L O'h-u_n-—-a-—oo-"nt--—--.--_--,--‘l nnnnn - .---'--h--n '
A-B. Improve completed papers ~ usually -1 - 10% (46) . |
| ¢ ». -+  sometimes . |  46% (213) 4
‘ ) o . 7 never {  40% (185) oW BN
" R an ks o e e e St sy e e > S S P s e e e -~ g w g = - o o - - "o np-———-‘lb———-l-‘——mp-————n—n--;’:u a
‘19, erte stories ‘for enjoyment - yearly- 10 60% (2727) N .
1, - once every few months 24% (I11) ¢ R
T once or twice a month : 12% (. 55) .
- B o s o s St o o s G S s S et D A o S O S S A > B S S s e > S S o e o e 1t o e e o oa——-b-c-—-—-—-{ [
10, Computers used in classes neﬁéﬁ- 87% (402) . ;
’ _ o ~_ sometim - 138 (°60) ]
11.. Use calculator in maﬁh " never ] 338°(153) £
\ R sometimes . 55% (254) -, . |
most/all of thetime {* 11% ( 55)
---------------- "'"'""-"""‘-—*-"-"--“--"----'--'“*'--.-'-‘)—-‘-ﬁ'-‘-———-———b———'—“ X R
12. Math course taking - . ‘general math. . 16y ( 74) - -
: - algebra/geometry | 8ls (374) o
. : . business math | | 3% ( 14)
o e s e e e e e i e e e e s e e e e e -J-—---—-——-- s s e o 0 B Y B e O P o 08 A0 s o b
' : Pérqeived Performance on HSPT S | AN
o }} p SUBTEST sery qood 'satisfédtory .unsatisfactory/poor |
Reading  ~ 27% 63 . ea
Writing o 29%y 63% - ¢ 8% ,
‘_ L_Math : ' - 308 - 56% . .. 13%

The last table in "this report, Table M, provides a comparison of - ..
the 1983-~84 HSPT results for'the eight 9 - 12 districts in Mercer
. County. As. can-be noted on the table, the State Department has _
. - - madgysome changes in the DFG rankings of the districts based on - \

! the new 1980 census. East Windsor is now ranked an “H" on this
| socioeconomic variable. . | . |
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'Mercer LCounty District Conparisons

High Sckool Proficiency " Teat S e

J T , [T Scores- - . Ak ,
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.. - DFG'|DFG [R N & .'R'”"Tr”ik'“1f7-n. ST N %] -
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E. Windsor T | H -|4 427 84 |4 427 @3 |5 427 8.4 |5 42770
|Ewing -6, | ¢ |6 29f 79 | 6 290 79 |6 290 7.8 |6 290 65 .
1 ¢ | :
Hamilton D 'f' 7:945 .78 |7-946 78 |6 946°7.8 |7 945 6]
_ . ] _ : oLt . _ : . ’ !
| popewell: 1 1 11196 89 |2 196 88 [ 19679.3 |3 <196 77 i
Lawcence H | I' 14 197 844 197 83 |4 197:8.7 {4 197 72 |
Princeton J | § |1 218 89|21 218 89 |1 217 10.02 218 79| .=
YTrenton . A" | & 8858 588866 6278673 5.4'8 856.43 \ .
W. Windsor 3 | g |3 235 q7 3235 9 ]223509.5|1 235 80|
..........:_.'............_. _________________________ 0t e o Sl s o e 0 2 0t 0 K s e e s e ! '
% Key: - R = rank in county - -

- N = number of regqular students tested
t = mean percent of itéms correct
%S = mean essay score out of possible 12 points
In reviewing the above'bable,'the reader should be cautioned in
-making absolute judgments ‘when comparing the various districts’

results, Both the types of communitijes as well+'as numbers Of.
students tested vary greatly. Such districts as Princeton,

Hopewell, and West Windsor ‘do not at this time possess the
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variety of family backgrounds that are currently ancluded in-the -

‘ East wlndsor Reglonal School District. ’ _ s

- - | )
. . SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS N

In summary, it would appear from the first year's results of the,_

High School Proficiency T&st (HSPT). that East Windsor students
faired well on their first attempt at the new test. 'Of course,
there are skill areas that will need greater emphasis and stress

.at both 'the middle school and high school levels if further

improvegents are to be made.

Students appeared to be well-prepared in such areas as critical |

‘comprehension, literal comprehension and the ability to organize

their ideas., Editing the written work of otiers, however, was
found to be a skill area that w;ll need more work.
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» 7 "¢ 0On the essay dection, the 427 niﬁthygrBdJ students attained an .
.. average score of 8.4, an -improvement over the 7.6 average of  last . .
year. - With the district's K - 12 emphasis on writing this ygary .
"even,morelimprovemant should be realized next year. ’ RS ¢ e
) . ) ‘ ! LY . ’ \.’ . . C ' K o
~# . In math, studest performance on  fractions and decimals . wasg
. satisfactory. -However, much more stress state~wide will need to
be made in geometry, measurement, percents, number concepts and '
- problem solving. ' In time, with .more stress and practfce, these =
skill areas .alsd should show, improvement., . S sEEr RS _

As mentioned in this repert, 45 (11%) of the 427 regular ninth
-grade students tested were NEW to the East Windsor'Regional i
School.District last -September. Their test results in many skill |
.- areas were .as much as 11 points lower than those students wvho -
' +received their ‘elementary -and middle school ‘training in our
'-» district's schools, 1Tt is understandgbly’difficﬁf?\&qr the -high.
; school staff to bring these ' students up to district standards in
~ 'the ghort six month period of September to March. It would
-appear thdt for future years, however, the high school staff
-should attempt. to assess .as soon as” possible the potential
weaknesses of"newto the ‘district" ninth grade 'students since .
~these students also will be required to pass the HSPT in order to
graduate from Hightstown High School: _ . SR
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' We began the State's basic skills assessment program during the
: 1972-73 school year. Over these last twelve years much
improvement has taken pltce in New JerSey's and in East Windgor's:
“students' performance on’the various instruments administered. o
As with the great strides East Windsor’students made on the S
Minimum Basic Skills Test (MBS), it is certain that ‘the
disfrict's students will meet the challenges of the new High
S¢hool Proficiency Test., - -~ - = "
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