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+ . What Is Religion News? .

An.Analysis of Stories by Religion Writars at Three Newspapers '
: . o / T - - o
« Despite the factvthat religion news has been a-staple of )

‘American dournalism at least since the Penny Press era,! religion o ,"
‘ k)
has traditionally been. considered a secon@-class beat by journal- - 4

-

ists. But that may be changing ‘as a result of the growth of the

*

electronic church and of recent political campaigns which‘fooused : p
x attention on the religious dimension of political issves.Z
"In spite of a gnoWing awareness of the importance of religion -

‘as a force in American‘iifé,,little attention has been devoted

to how neWwspapers cover religion news.3 Most schvlarly studies ﬁ

in the area havé consisted of case -studies of news coverage of

. v - i . e
‘

. ! . . . s & 4
_ a single religious‘issue nr event,H or have been based on inter- -
LI - - . . 1.
Yiews with particular religidn Journalists 5,

-, . o These studies indicate that in the 1950s and ‘the early 603, .

religion writers were most attracted to stories with a local angle. - 4

r

‘They ‘emphasized the news.values of. proximity, novelty, human

interest, disaster. and conflict, but nost news stories were brief

]

accounts of local events. The religfon writers and. editors q;d‘
not look close y at religion or religious organizations or-at the -
'meaning of events and situations. Breed, for example, found that

the media usually. protected religious organizations by not mention-

~

. \\éng lcw attendance at church services, skepticism among church -

_ members, upper-class resentment of lower class'membership, rivalries

between churches, or reductions in giving to charitable causes. 6 .

LT &w ‘
\ ""a
/ .
. L} - 4
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-Reldgious Newswriters Association, Brenner found'that ﬁost‘religion

 writers and editors‘did endorse "teaohing basie beliefs"'about

Q 0 - s ) . . s . 2 ' ,

But by -the 19703, Studies suggest, religion writers and edi-

' <

'1tors seemed to prefer in depth stories over simple aeeounts of

local events. \In a survey of presidents and past-presidenes of -
writers saw their primary role as ‘that of inferming readers .and . T

interpreting and explaining to Jhem ""what ‘is happening.in.the.

world .of religion“ through \"in- depth reporting...oentered én

issues." Most also endorsed sugh roles .as ?foreoasting futyre _
- ’ . " . T R
‘trends in the church and criticizing the ghurch." Although these .

4

{

religion, they specifioally rejeoted suoh roles as promoting

organized religion and prov1ding fnspirational stories for readkrs 7

{
Similarly, a study by Ho#fmeyer based on an analysis of rel-

’ “ .
igion news,stories in the Dallas Morning'News and on interviews

-

S with its religion'editor,'ﬂelen Parmfy, and-with Assooiated Press ,

2

religion writer George Cornell suggests that over a *25- yeareperipd

religion stories have ‘become longer, fewer in number, more in-depth
LY N 3 »

st in_the Morning News, by

ﬁnd of a’more general nature. At D
. “

/ . : ] , .
the early 1970s religion news no longer\consisted primdrily of * .\‘

simple reports of meetings and denomiga onal aot'l.jvities.8 ' .

) Although Hoffmeyer's study was rather unsystematic, more

recent investigations by Mattingly9 and by hart, Turner ,and Knupp 10

generally support nisgcontention that religion news has moved

&

away. from simple accounts of local events'



<A ' e e . ) ." a - . . v .'3 ‘ ‘.:' _
. ‘ ' I ‘ . : . . \JK
' . " On the basis *of interviews with religlon writers, Mattingly. . oo

recently reported thatgreligion writers and‘éditors for the wire.. ..,
‘ servioes and for.the nation's~pest'newspapersﬁhre most interested
in stories‘that gy hell beyond surface reportiné‘of events to - v
oover ideas and trends within rel3gions ihat affect the society
'"f)as a thle."neligion editors, found, do not try to shy aﬁay : N -
' ‘,"”Trom issues.or oo?er.up_cdnfliots -- ‘in, faet, they "love a sdendalila'_ "
2 ' - > - C , 3
as muoh-as anyone else." Still they perpetually/é\ek balance
t thatétheir coverage will not be peroeived as(either pro- “or |

L

~

anti-religion.41 o — A f o + - -

. But both studies based on" inter;iews with journalists “and
- _ ’ / .
=ﬂ) the more- recent content ana%yses of reﬂigion news. raise the quess
tion of promise vs. performanoe.» Although Hart , Turner and Knupp - ' -

ilooked only at the religion news in Time magézine, their study
suggests religion writers rely an theologians and church leaders'

-from mainstream Judeo- Christian groups for theIr nQ::, giving .

heaviest ?overage to the grdwps with the.largest membership among
z ¢
the publication's primary audience. Furthermore, while Time maga-

L]

’ zine's accounts* of oonflict within ohurches increased steadily

KJ R \
)

from 1947 through 1976, reports of oonfliot bet ween churohes peaked .

around 1960 and‘reports of conflict between religion and society

. actually decreased steadily during the post-#ar era.l12 N v
AN . ' »
"Taken together, thése studies suggest that religion writers
. ]
\‘% and editors want'to cover religion like any other‘beat and, more v

andﬁmore, their superiors are allouing them to-do so. But beoause

. . L4

¢
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. most of the avéilable researoh is based on'interviews with religion

Py

journalists ~or on a rather limited case study of their uork, the

. ‘

available studies provide little insaght into the, aotual state

of religion news reporting. ‘I‘hus 1 is dif‘t‘ioulg, if not impos-‘

‘. ' 8ible, to etermine how religion has been. oovered‘at any particular

° e

point in e as well as how iQ;may/have ohanged over, time.

/

future_reli; on news ccverage can de oompared, éhis study analyzed

all religion ndws stories produoed by/the religion'Journalists.

‘at’ the.New !ork Times, Mﬁnneapolis Star, and Riohmond Times-‘\

Dispatoh durjng June, July and,August 1981 id' ord;k to pro%ide r ,

_data on (a) the number, length and display ofyreligion}news stOries,

<
Lﬁb) the geographic focus of theﬁstoriés. (e) the refisiiii/oovered
: \

in the stories, (d). the news values emphasized, and . X
. ) * o, ’ . .
(e) the genseral, nature of the stories' oontent. \ -
. Beoause the primary purpose of this investigation was to

M o
- . ¢ '

provide descriptive data on religion news ooverage, no fornmal

hypotheses'were tested.’ However, to the extent the religion beat
‘ ‘ . ' * "y )
has lost its stigma as a second-class beat, the coverage of reli-

+

gion. should reflect the general news polioy at a‘partibular news-
paper. Furthermore, ff the 1 ferviews with religion spe®iglists

provide an accurate desoription of religion rewy coverage, the

v . : - ( .\.
¥ data should-reveal (a) fewer very short stories than storigs of
4
average or lohger’ length,,(b) some major storie’s displayed in -,
- / \
the regular news oo}umns evenLat those ne$spapers that retain

N




' values than emphasizing suoh values as change, conflict and‘dis;

Coe aster, and (e) fewer stories emphasizing simple one-time events ,

. v RN
.o - e : .
’ LN : . P

. : © . \

a specjal.religion paée;'(c) fewer purely looal storiestthan'stories

" with a ,broader focuys, id) fewer stdries.emphasizing "soft news"

«° : ’ : Sa . ot ° .

-*

J\r-o
‘than emphasizing more lasting concer?s suoh as issues
. . »,
or long-term projeots.~ However, because most newspapers cater

»
to a_local community and its concerns- and must newspaper reporters

are dependent on local souroes, the coverage of*particular reli-

s A . i,

'gions will: most likely reflecﬁcﬁhe stfength of particular religions

* . 4. -/
within a newspaper's‘oirculationLarea.
". P : ) Y : &
- Methodology - v,

v «d .
(] . P »’
.Selection of ths hewspapersc The New York Times, Minneaﬁolis
Star, and RiohmondjTimes-Dispatch were sel@oted_ror content analy--

L g

Sis beciause each of these papers employees respeoted'religion .

journalists ahd is. frequentlr cited by members, of Religious Mehs-'

writers Association as being among the’ best papers for religion

- -
journalism.. However, tney also have difrerent news policies,

structural cQenstraints, and are located in differe . oultural

milieus and address quite different audiences.13 Therefore, an

analysis of'the religion news iéﬂthese papers should provide cur- ntt

L]
rent data on thé "best" religion news coverage. At thé same time,

~data obtained from these papers can be expected to shed light

<

on factors that'affect the nature of'religion news coverage in
. v /7

daily newWwspadpers.

-t
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Although the New York Times has no religion page, it is 2n~

eraliy oonsidered the‘pre1eminent Amerioan newspaper and is

:of two general oirculation daily papers with’ two full time wriuers

.'assignedito cover religion news. While other daily newspapers

e

- ®
.

,

L]

. Churéh; approximately half the pooulation in the Minneapolis arga
s : - ’ “ 4 -

?

s

-

holds membership in a Lutheran church.

\

are published in New York City,\noﬁe really has the resources
to eompete,with the Times. The population of Ngw York City 1s

predomihantly Roman Catholio and Jewish, but at .least 30 denomina-,

<

tions and many othe# religious organizations including the National
Council of Churches have. headquarters in the area. SR

e

In sharp contrast vo the position and resources ehﬁoyed by

the Times, during the summer of 1981 the Minneapolis tar was.

[ 3 ) 7
struggling to survivé in the face of stiff competition from its
‘ ’ L]

sister puhlicapion, the Tribune, and from the Pioneer-Dispatch

.
' N )(

in neighboring'St. Paul. While the New/}ork Times ‘provided both

a lobal\ahd nationaxmaudienoe with in-depth news of ‘more than
b XY ’ ) - . S . . . ) e
transitory, local importande, the Minneapolis Star featured both

"news briefs" and longer news features fbr’a primarily local audi<

ence. ‘Einnsapolis is the headquarters of the American ﬂutheran
. \-‘ L] .

4

~ ®

The Richmond Times-Dispatch billed itself 3s the "state news-

paper of Virginia." Although the smallest of the three?negspapers
in both circulation and news hole, a relative absence of local'

competition combined with its location in the state capitol and ..

its easy access to WaShingtoh, D.C., has allowed the Times-Dispatch

' ‘ ' :
. | v



- to develop as a régional vers.on of the_Nes York Times. While
T ! L /7

. ‘ - -
. * ) . .
° .

v : . - e . .o
. . . ‘\ . : [ .

. . > Ve ¢

. ? ’ .
» . o« .

3 ~
. -
i LI 3 o

no denomination has headquarters in Richmond,:the city is located

*

)

O o : - k]
*quite close to Lynohbhrg, Va., the headquarters for Jerry Falwell's

2

religious enterprises ineluding Liberty Baptist College and the

Moral Majority, Ino. \The predominant religion in Richmond and .

L}

. in Virginia is Baptist. - . - R

. oa .

Content Analysis: All'issqes of the three newspapers™from

¢ .

June. 1 througK August 31, 1981, were scanned and all stories

L4

appearing on the.religion pages of the Star and Times;Dispatch

or carrying the byline of the religion speoiali ts at the three

-3

r

F
. newspapers .were selected. This proeedqre produoed 28 religion

Ay

4

LY

\m.
.
2 o

hews stories from the‘New York\Times, GQ1 from the Minneapolis

Star, and 165 from the Riohmond Times- Dispatoh.

.

‘These religion'news.stories ‘were examined using a content

analysis” scheme based on the one developed for the IAMCR study

of wire seryioe news,”4 but some sections ﬂere revised to reflect

.
*

. more adequately ‘the rather specialized nature of .religion news.

e,

~Additional measures of news'values,drawn from the 1list developed

o 7 N 3 > ‘\
by Eberhari'5 were -also iheldded. . -

L4

. ’ . N
A mumber.of reliability checks“were built into the content

. . : .
analysis procedure. The 'stories from each newspdper were coded
. .Q “, . ]
‘al the same tige to maximize consistency within each group, but.

) *

the‘stories themselves were numbered and then shuffled.so they

were not-coded in chronological order in order to minimize any

systematic error in following ooding prooedures.

P ‘e

N f"“’J -
.



When all. the stories had been coded, a liqt_of stories fron
. J [ : “ ; .' . i
- each newspaper was prepared.. From those lists, a random sample N

“of 26 stories was.sélec;ed. These Stories were recodée'by the o
N Coe,, . ' e . L . . .
author and also by an outside cvder .experiented in content analysis

s . ‘o

4

and faﬁiliar with reTigton news. Simgle agreemgnt and Scott'é_
?i were calculated wi;hin'e;cq-newspaée{ and across all ‘three
}} ;;wspapers fﬁr.16 variaPleS where Judgment was reqdired;to place
ihé stobirgn a particular fixed category. Both simple aggéeﬁent-
and Séott's pi indioated excellent {nt}é-coder éel;gbilityi( }8)i
:.  '’and Eood inter-coder neliabliti ( .7) on ali items included in

1§ 4 0 . ' L4

this study.*ﬂs

/" .

. ' Each of the three newspapers selected for analysis has devel-

Findings ‘

opeg g distinctive news style }ntc\déd to-attrget and meet i;he.1
_heeds of~{tsf§artioular audience. Although detailed informatioﬁ:
about tpe'total news packaée at‘each newspaper is not available,
evidedc? from ;hi; study indicatesfreliéion news was pnot trgated
significaaily_differeé% f;om other kinds of news.during the summer
of 1981. Insteéd, the religion news stories within each newspaper

t seemed to match the paper's general news format.

Number, Length and Placement of Stories: L Although it is

consistent with the New York Times' expectation that its veport%rs
broduce in-depth stories of more than transitory, local interest,

it was rather Surpﬁising to find that a newspaper which employs

A\



. % | - ‘ ;
. BRI E
two full-time religiﬁn writers actually carpied—far fewer réligion
. s . R . - 'MM' .' ' .
gpﬁg stories than newspapers employing only one full-time religion
ﬁkﬁ+~////épébialist.' During the suﬁmer-of ]981, each-religion'spegialist
at the Times wrote 14 stories, nearly three-fourths of which were
A \ . LY . . .- '
D ) between 10 and 30 cdlumn inches. (See Table 1) These 28 religion

news stories appeared in the‘genqral nqrs éplumns because the’

Times has no,re;igion page. . . . : .
4 ~ -‘In‘iharp contraét to the’Tim s, the religion write; at the
- éggg pro@qced 141 stor-gs'while the religion wrigér at the Times-
, Disgatc& ﬁroducen i65 stories. Although mo§tfof the religien
‘.ews stories at these pabers_agpearéd 1n-§pahe set as;de specifi- ,
) éally for relxgién'news, nine stories in the Star and 17 in the
- _  -Jimesfggégapch comPeted sucéessfully for space in the general

-

news columns. . ;
' /

Because.of a format wh;ch required the reliéion writers to
produce weekly religion pgws round=-ups,’ both the Star #nd Timez-
Dispatch had a higher »roportion of very shorf religion newststories
than did the Times. However, -in this gase\the'proportiona are
somewhat misleading.\ Religion writers on both papers actually

.produced more moderate and long ;ellgion news stories during the

summer of 191 than did their counterparts at .the New, York Times.

However, it Should be noted that at the Times-Dispatch wh%re the
_ . -, A
format required both a weekly local "bulletin board"<column and

<

a weekly round—up‘of national.and international religion news, .

' - LA
only about one-third of the stories were shortef than_10 colunmn
L \




inches. s At the same time, almost three«fonrths of the religion

news storied-in the Star} with only the local "bulletin board"

— . el bem « -

'round -up, Were shorter than 10 column incnes. (See Table 1)
2 /
 Geographi ¢ Focus: Consistent with the se}f reports by reli-

gion Jdurnalistg contained in other studles, this study found

.7

religion news is no longer confinedfto‘purely.local matters.

%

Even at the Star, the mostrintensely local .of the -three papers .
analyzed, only about half tne stories were ooncééned_prinaril§'

‘wWwith local events, issues and people. Both the Times and the

-

~N

T1mes Dispatch devoted a higher proportion of rqligion news stories

?

to'national news than tp lonal and regional news. ,(See Table
N ’ /h . . . o . - L
2) : | S . , S .

Although the Times carried the highést proportion of"pure%y-

foreign religion news items, both the Star and Times~Disgatch -

actually contained more foreian news stories than did the Times.

*

Inﬁ?act; because of its weekly round-up column format the Times-
Dispatch carrled three times as many roretgn stories as d1d the
Times. (See ?sble 2) At eaop of the neyspap?rs, Euro/ean.nations
were mentioned most frequently,ttut'each paper also had some reli-
gion news from Africa, Latin America and-Asia;-

_.Religious Focus: Although religion news no longer seenms

to be synonymousvwith local news, this study found it still means
primarily news of.Christians'and'Christian organizations -- and

’ .
particilarly news from the Protestant churches. Although each

of the papers carried some news about Catholics and Jews, morée
¥ . ! Py .

12




Ghan half the storiss in each paper was about Protestants. (See
Table 3)

,

When the stories were analyzed according to the particular
depominations covered, tﬁbse groups with the largest memberéhip
in a particular area were found to receive the most attention.

/ The religion writer at the Star devoted almost half his stories

.(58) to news of Lutherans, while the writer at the Times-Dispath'

7

concentrated on Baptist news (32 stories). ' .
At_the. New York Times the pattern was less clear because ' l :
the religion writers wrote far fewer sﬁori;s than did the special-
ists:at?the other twp papers. Roﬁan Cathplics ~nd Jews'are the
largest religious . roups in New YorkiCiE§; Ro Cathoiicism was

e

the tradition covere( most frequently by the ireligion writers
at the Times. Althcuéh Judaism was covered less frequently than
this explanation suggests it should have been, this may be due -
£ to the way news is covered,a{'the Times. Other Qritens, covaring

their own beats, produced'nﬁmerous "Jewish stories"™ that were
fﬁot 1ncluded~in this analysis.17 Because all religion stories _ /ff\
appeared in the general news columns, few readers would have noticed
which writers: covered, or did not cover, a particular tradition.
This may have reduced the religion writers' perceived need £o
mention Judaism during this period.

Although it is notéworthy that each religion writer seems
to have given most attention’ to the religious tradition that is

strongest in his newspaper's publication area, an analysis of

L )




12

the stories also suggested that those groups which were somehpw.

(

Iﬁ%aking news" received thesmost attention.

v During the sumumer of 1981, religion speciali@ts at the three

papers gpﬂgred.natiohal_conventionsiof at least .five ¢1fferent
Protestant denominations, but more than a §}ngle story was afforded
oniy to tﬁdse\conventions where the’ news generated by activities
s.invofved power struggles with the potential for affecting large
%groups of readgr§ ihcluding thé%e not {filiated'with the par-
/ . ticular denomination holding the converition. As a result, at
each or the tgree'qﬁwspapefs, Baptists and Lutherans received
more news co;erage outside the local "bulletin board" cslumns

than any other Protestant dencminations.

News Values 2nd 'Story Content: As was suggested by the analy-

si% of denominational ébverage in each of the three newspapers,
the data on news values in religion news stories suggest .that

the self-reports of religion Jourhalists are correct. Although

L]

the local "bulletin beocard" columns in both the Star and :Times-

—————

Dispatch caused each of these papers to carry é siénificant number”
qf stories thal were merely routine announcements or coverage
of local events; each of the three newspapers carried a-smaller
proportion ofrstories with softer news viﬁues than with those
fh associated with h;rd news. At each of the three papers, there )
L was a higher proportion of stor}es emphasiiing change or conflict

than cooperation or’human interest. At no paper were there many

stories emphasizing violence or mere novelty. (See Table U)s

14
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Consistentrwith the philosophies of the organizations for

which they work, the geligion writers at both the Stdr and Times-
Dispatch wrote a relatiwvely high proportion of stories. that focused
gn ebenfs within the religious community, .while ,the majority of >

- stories by the Times.religion.writers downplayed events in order _;

to focus on issues arising from meetings and programs.. Neverthe-

less, the_Times-Dispatch writer produced heariy.as many issue-~
oriented ;kories‘as event-oriented oﬁes: He also produced, on | -
the average, one stor& each week analyzing social.trends affecting ' ,
&r affected by religion. In shaﬁp contrast, the'Star writer con-
centrafed on human interest featune-st??ies-wﬁich paralleled the ' .
paper's qgﬁs-fgature philosophy. (See fable 5) |
’ Albﬁﬁugh interviews with religion Journalists indicataythéy
approve of stories.designed to teach about religious béliefs,
this study found religion writers actually produce very few such -
§tories. Religious beliefs and practices seemed to be covered
only when they were the:subject:of conflict as'they wer; duripg

A

the summer of 1981 at the national meetings of the Southern Baptist
Convention and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. But even on
those occasions, . news coverage was more likely to focus on _the
conflict itself than on the nature of the beliefs or practices

1

that gave rise to the conflict. (See Table 5)



4 : .
_Conclusion ' L o
- ‘ - *
This studx\found there were -similarities in the religion

news coveraée'in the New York Times, Minneapolis Star, and Richmond

H

Times-Dispatch during the summer of 1981. These similarities

s

were, in general, consistent with thglfindi%g of previousstudies
of religion.nawé,w£iﬁr suggest” that peligion néws stofiesxare_
longer,. broader in scope an& more issue~oriented than they once
were. Furthermore,‘phe data suggest.that both the differences
among the papers and any major differences from the findings of
previous research are more liéely explained by the news phi}o;ophy
of a particular newspaper and the structural ?onstraints under. )
which it operates than Qy any preconce%veg aséumptions-about the

nature of religion news.

The New York Times, which had no religion news page, and,

the Richmond Time§-Dispatch, which set aside bpth a page- for lgcal

religion news and space for a national and international religion

¢

_ ; ‘ .
roun¥-up column each week, carried more stories longer than 10

*

column inches than very short items and provided a higher gropbr-
tion of news with a national or interaational focus than with

a purely local angle. ﬁoth news o§§§nizations required ins deqth
coverage of news of more than transitoty, local interest. ,

The Minneapolis Star, which a}sofﬁad a locally-oriented reli-
gion page each week, attempted to reach a local audience with

!

locally oriented news-features. Perhaps because of the twin;con-

straints of few newsgathering resources and intense local competi-
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tion, the Star carried many more short local and regional news

)

e stories than did the other two newspapers. ° = ‘

LY

1 Y ‘ ‘ .
v s B Becauge of the format of their religion pages, bath the

- . bt
Minneapolis Star and the Richmond Tmes-Dispatch carried a higher

! N proportion of even?foriented stori;s, many oﬁ which were simple

announcements or accounts of loecal meet{ngs or programs, than

did the Times. However, at e;ch of the papers there were at least

. : .. '

as many stories emphasizing the néws values of change and-confl&ct

as there were emphaéizing the sof?er news val?es. Only the Star

proviqéd\que“feﬁture-oriented stories than issue-oriented ones.

ot Nei%h;r news philosophy nor forpat ﬁeeme& to have a strong ?‘

.influénce on which religious traditions were covered mosﬁ heavily.

The cerrage at each paper seemed to'reflect b;th the strength:

9f particular Christian traditiqnsiin each newspgpei's‘circulatioq

area and the re&igion writer's Jjvigments about which groups were

"making news" during the suﬁmer of {581. It is also noteworthy’

that none of the writers devoted even 1Q percent qf their itories

to Judaism and other non-Cliristian peligionsw @
Although this study was not designed to-determine how religion .

news should be covered, some o6bservations ére possible on Jhe

basis of this study. An analysis of the religion news found in

the Ne; York Times, Minneapolis Star and the Richmond Times-DiSpatig\\
indicates that thobough,coverage of religion news does not ne;-
essarily depend on a newspaper’'s resources inclpding the size of i
its. staff. Nearly all the religion news storfes that'appeared in‘

i

17
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. coyerage found in these three newspapers can be consideged typical

-appeared on the religion pages of the Minneapolis Star and the

< '16-

the New York Tfmesxwere‘included'amons'ﬁhe religion news stories . ;~?p"

~ &

in the Minneapolis Star ’nq the Riehmghd Times-Dispatch. At the "

same time, ‘the religidn‘specialisqs at these'tﬁo smaller newspapers

. ¢ - . - .
produced other'national or foreign religion news stories that did
. - B - .

not appear in the Times. They also wrote many local and regional o

[}

stories.no counterparts for which appeared in.the much larger New

a

York Times. .

~ .

- This study alsq suggests that newSpapers interested in provid-

L4

ing J rough coverage of éeligion news should not be too eager

to alfandon the traditional religion page. If the rgiigion news

i

‘of newspapers in general, it appears that the absence of space

set aside for religion news may lead to a shérp decrease in Ehe ,

.
f

number of stories reported.by the religion specialists without ' -
any attendant gain in the length or depth of the coverage.

While it.is certainly trué that many of the articles that'

3

Richmond Timesrbispatch were little mdre than bulletin bdard an-

nouncements or routine coverage of rather minor local avents,

' it is quite posshple'that the presence of such stories provides -

‘a valuable service to readers. lNoh only do readership studies

indicate this kind of story®about local events is very appealing

to many readers of religion nqws,‘s but thé.practicg of grouping

{
them together gives them a value beyond the specific information
N\

céntained in any particular story. From réading the religion

15
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_ pages in the Staf and Times-Dispatchui% was pgssible to form a‘

4 ’

mental image of the religious climate in Minneapolis ani in

=Riohmbnd. However, ft was quite difficult to form a similar pic~-

ture for New York City on'the basisy of the.limited and scattered

‘rélfgion.news stories found in fﬁe Times.
_ 2

Mo
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g Table 1 - .
Length of Religion News Stories in anee'Néwspapéés
New York Minneapolis Richmond a
Lengtha " Times - " Star Times-Dfspatgg
. {n=28) (nz 141) (n=165) . ° -
less than : ' ' .
“ 10 col. in. 3.6% T1.6% _ 38.2%
10"'30 0010 ino 710“’ 21.3’ ' \ 3700’
31"50 col, in. * 2500’ 7.1’ . ! 1309’
51-99 col. in. S -——— _ 9.7%
over 99 col. in. ~———— ———- : . 1.2%
- Total , - 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

22

4Caloculations are based on a standard column inch of eight lines,

each with 30 ch=aracters.

Headlines, illustrations and white

space arc not inlocuded-in the length of stories.
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S . ., Table 2 -
. X ‘.. ‘. . L) .
] Geographic Focus of Religion News Stories Mo .
@ : ' : in Three Newspapers o T
_ Geographic New York- .  Minneapolis * Richmond -
Focus’ .- . Times ~ Star - Times-Dispatch .
- (n=28) . ° (n=z181) (n=165) . .
. . . o . i .
Local S ."' 7.1% 51.8 , 24.8%
Regional ' 10.7% 22.0% . 18.2%
National 60 7’ 21.3% 46.0%
Foreignd : 21 5 ' -5.05. ?0.95
Total .. ,/100.0% . °100.1%b. ‘ é9.9$b
! -

o ’

40nly thouse stories that are prim ly about religion outside
the United States are incluhed n jhis category. .

-

bTotals do not equal 100 percefit bfcause of roundlng.

o T e
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- -t Table '3 .

\ - 1 4 4 o’

Religious Focus of‘heligion News Stories in Three Newspapers
y i ,

L 4

8This category includgs one story about the Eastern Orthodox
religion which appeAred in the Richmond Times-Lispatch.

X : v

dThis catJ;ory includes both those stories with general ref-
erences to Christians or Protestants and those that focus on
activities of nondenominational or interdenominational
organizations.

4
-

CThis category includes any stor& about a religioh'ﬁr religious

organization not associated with the Judeo-Christjan tradition. '

The only story in this category is about the Inteérnational
Society for Krishna Consciousness.

_dTotals do not equal 100 percent because of rounding.

L
- LI

o
e

A8 ) )
. New York ~ Minneapolis "Richmond
Religion _ Times_ . Star Times-Dispatch
' : - {n=28) "~ (n=141) 9 (n=165)
a l — < — '
athOlioa ’ 2806’ 1603’ 1TOO’
9 ﬁ
'} Protestant . ‘ et
Mainline _ 17.9% . 57.4% 29.1% VRS
Evangelical 21.4% . 5.7% 23.0% .
Holiness _—— T 4,29
Unspecifiedb 25.0% . 15.6% - 22.Uu8 .
' JéwiSh j-" . _3-5’ - ’ u-z’ - A
Othere ' - T --- ,
.Total e 105\31 o 99.9%d " 99.5%&%
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Table 4

News Values in'Religion News Stories in Three Newspapers

) New York Minneapolis Richmond
News Value _ Times Star Times-Dispatch

(n=28)" (n=141) (n=165)
Change 32.1% _ h24.1$ 22.4%
Conflict | 42.9% 15.6% 37.6%
Tragedy/Violence ——— ——- 1.8%
Cooperation 3.6% 8.5% 5.5%
_ Human Interest 17.9% 10.6% 6.7%
Novelty ' 3.6% 2.8% 1.2%
" Coveraged ' L m—— % 38.3% 24 .8%
Total 100. 18D : 99.9%b 100.0%

4This category includes announcements and routine coverage of
meetings and programs for which the probable news values are
propinquity, impact and/or timeliness. These news values were
not included in the coding scheme because of the difficulty in
Y making the appropriate subJective Jjudgment.

bTotals do not equal 100 percent because of rounding.
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Table 5 °

Content Focus of Religion News Stories in Three Newspapers

\ v Y

\
New Yprk uMinﬂeapolis " Richmond
Focus - Times Star Times-Dispatch
(n=28) (n=141) (n=165)
Beliefs/Practices 10.7% 7% | . 1.8%
Events ) -——- 46.8% 37.0% ‘
‘Projectsa 10.72? 7.1% 9.1% -
Issues 57.1% 15.6% 33.9%
Featuresb - 17.9% . 28.4% 10.9%
lrends 3.6% ‘ 1.4% 7.3%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

athis category includes atories about missionary; activity,
social ministry projects and social services .ofifgred by
religious organizations on-a continuing basis.

bThis.category includes pergbnality profiles, seasonal fea-
tures and reviews of books, movies and live performances.
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