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ABSTRACT - ;7

A study of the social and/or ethnxc attitudes within
the college French classroom had the obJectxves of: (1) determining
possible social influences; (2) examining attitudinal reactions to
bipolar ad)ectxves describing Francophones; and (3) examining the
atti€udinal reactions 'to varying degrees of social distance. The 228
subjects were students in twelve classes, four at each of three

‘levels of study, at a major state universxty. The data consisted of

student scores on two attitude inventories, one measuring semantic
differential on twenty pairs of bipolar adjectives and the other the
Bogardus Social Distance Scale measuring the degree of actual and" .
desired social contact with persons’ from twenty nations or provinces. .

- 'The instruments were administered just before final examinations. The

results pupport previous research indicating that ethnic and social
attitudes may include a ;:;ggﬂiy for a person to act in a way

corresponding to his or ognitive and affective combinations, and

that the "occxdental*good, non-occidental-bad"” distinction continues
to influence American students. Generally, the results’ suggest -that

‘culturally conditioned perteptions of reality’ stubbornly persist even

after language study. French teachers should addpt techniques -

“relating real attitudes, behaviors,.and experiences to Francophones,

and students must learn to tolgxata ambxguxtxes and datferences.
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'SOCTAL STEREOTYPES, SOCIAL DISTANCE )
: AND THE
had
UNIVERSITY FRENCH STUDENT R
Introduction and Background 3 - v : ~
A " Basdc to the aasgsenmnt-qf ethnic and/or social stereotypes is -~

fts deftnition, Walter Lippmann (1922) originally popularized the .

term and auggoated that atereotypes are factually tncorrecf,'illogiéally

S~ and (lgldiy held {mages ér labels, Katz and Braly (1933, '1935) later

hcfined u'stercotype as a fixed impression which conforms very little

to the facts it tends to represent, and rcsults from our defining figat

L}

: ) .
and observing second.

The firat uurluds attempt £6 ﬁeusure sqcint and/or éthqic steréo~
types wassmade by Kut: and Braly‘(1933);' The original 1nvest{éation
requcgted 29 studont%-rn,list ag many characteristics as theyithoﬁght-
were typlcal of various Fthnic groyps.L The list generaged by the 9
Qﬁudents wite uuppleumhted hy additional_terme identified by Katz“ahﬁ
'Bfnly. Next, the list of 84 terms was presented.to lﬂolstudents. ani

these students wefe asked to select from this list of U4 terms those
_:flvc terms typifylng & specific ethpic éroup. Katz and Brgly‘(lﬁi1)
defined a.grdup stereotype as tﬁe 2;terms mo;t frequedtiy selected bf‘
the 100 studenta, |
a Karlins, Coffman, and Waifers (1969?, in a f6110w~hp study,

(nmpﬁrvg thefr ddta on Princeton University students with Katz and Braly
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(f933) and a study of Princeton students by Gilbert (1951), The
,reéuits ind{cated that ethnic stéreotypes were relatively stable with
some alight differences because of the changing social climate -from

| _ NI 1931 to 1967, Interpational conflict and changes in ethnic attitudes
I I - . , - - o .
T have alao been investigated, and ethnic attitudes were again found to

~ be relatively stable over time (Cnplou and Bahr,- 1979; Dudycha, 1942
L. )

Meenes, 1943; QGago, 1961) : .

L] \. B ° X
) |
. : v

The preseut 1nveat1gation was designed to apply the semantic - ®,

v . differential (Oagood, Suci, and Tannenbaum, ¥957) and a fevised ' I

~

thardua Socfal Distance Scale (Bogardus, 1925) to the meaeurement
\ - * ) 7/
of social attitudes, The use of these two-attitude instruments

'affgctive-and hehavioral componenta'(friandié. 1971; Zihljrdo and
o hbbuﬂeh; 1970), The rognitive component- {ncluded what beople thohght'
nhoni,'how people cateporized arfd d}scrimiéated elements of the @n-
; vironment, hﬁy-thh"lanhuhge uged té verbalize_the elements of the
(;nvlronment (Cheln, 1951;:Tr1und19, 1971). ~ . o e
: _ | The affective component included the positive of negative feelings,
\~_ J(/;leas;ﬁt 6r unpleasant atates, or simply the waf aﬁ inéividdhl evalué;ed | g
| \,/i’ objecés in the environment (Chein, 1951 \Triandie, 1971). The behaviorni
component reflected the poeitive and negatiQe degree of social distance

' " an 1ndividual put betwedn himself or hgrself and. the object (Triandis;

ih o 1971),
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The purpose of this study was to exaniine the social and/or ethnic
‘) .

attitudes within the forelgn language classroom in order to:_(l)

determine possible social influences; (Z)examine attttudinal react>ons
\’ .

to blpolar ad)estivea describing Francophones, anfl (3) examine

. ' /"
€ . .actitudinal reactiona to vurying deg;eea of e'ance_.

Methodblogy ‘. - )
¥ .

Subjects '
%he aubjects (N-228) used 1n this 1nveetigétion cOnsiated of
twelve clasaos (four at each of three levels of Ffbnch study) randomly ]

selected from a major atate nupported university French department.-

The proup at each level (French 101, 102/106, and 201) consisted of

“

76 atu\data. c R N

Materials ' ' - . : . . (
T oo ) . . : o . ' ) _
The reaearch‘ﬂnta consisted of the student scores on two, attitude ’ -

-

inventories,
. [ 4
“ Semantu‘-/u!’crenti‘lhl. .’I‘h'e semantic di-glferimtial"tdnaisted of'n‘
set of twenty bipolar adjectives with each pair of adjectives aeparatod
by a ﬂeven~8tep s(nie. respondents indicated the extent to which they
thouéht the'coqcept was associated with-a pmir of adjectivee by checking
one of seven rating. The evaluative nature of the bipolar adje;tivos : St _

(poaltive or negativef’followed the model in Cooke (1978), in Gardner.

Wonnacott, and Taylor (1968)‘ and in Osgood Suci, and Tannenbaum (1957).

2

. Adlectiva paira were randomly reversed in polarity in an effort to control
:.| ‘

the reaponae set: A high score indicated favorable attitudes toward

Franconhonea."Coefficiént alpha (Cponbach, 1931) vwas calculated by

E' el (‘ll‘:'~.‘. . ‘
T IR Voo
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'-. Cat - .v” o o . .._. ’ . o o - . \,
the SPSS Beltability procedure (Norusis, 1979) using the total sample

(N=228). Goeftiklent alpha was .85 for the semantfc‘dlfferential.
: \ z e * .

.~ A revised Bngardus soclal Distance Scale, The Social Distance

Scale ‘was a metric of social distance upon which a respondent tadicated.
T . : « . N -
hie or her degree of actual and desired social contact with persons ‘!

9

from twenty nations nnd/or'prnvinces on a seven-step scale. PBrazil,

N 1

China,,Cuba, France,.Germany, Hﬁlland.ilndié, Indonesia, Japen, Mexico,

- Pland “and the qOViLt Union were 1tems taken from the original

. A}

found on the orlglnal Social Distance Scale was represented by Québec
. . ) .

and Ontario on the new scale., Six other nations and/o; proviqges were

C - .
-

added to the’'new Social Distance Scale: four Francophonic reglons

(Hatiti, Martinlquo Ssnfgal, nnd Zaire) and two. other nations (Tran
and Nigeria) Atylgh score was indicative of low social disgancc anﬂ

was constdered to he positive, Coefficient alpha was .80 for the

revised Social Distance Scale (N=228).

Procedures ’ o ’

A semantic differential scale and 'the revised Bogarduqléoclal
. : A . : :

Scale were administered Lo the subjects ‘(N=228) one week before the
—— s :

s .
final examination in the French courses (French 101, 102/106, and

201) . Subjects were advised at the beginning G{fhis investigation

-

that their anonymity wou1d~be_mainteined and that they_were.in-no way

obllgated to participnte in the project, -

\‘ . i i . - L] )
- The scores from the two attitude inventories were tegsted®™for
. \ . . .

" polarity or extremity pf,attihudee by ueing'q two~talled t-test:

n

Bogardus Soclnl D[stance Scale (Bogardup, 1925) Canadaf':nother nation

. T S A "‘"\’f’-'"'vrr'uv-,'
- . o : L'&.\“ Lluq i 7
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V N/a wlth~N ~ 1 degrees of freedon., Extrémity‘waé measured
uaink the mean (X) f:um the student ecores and the deviant mean Cu) a

4 in thn aforemantlougd equathon (Oardnet, WOnnaLott and Taylor, 1968).

[ .

The negative or positive magni;ude of the Efstatistic was used tg rank | -

g

{tems on the two att{itude inventories. - o .

Results

'Mean, standard deviations, t-statistics, and ranks on a semantfc L

4,

Jifferentinl and the revised Social Distance Scale scoring indices are =~ -

presented fn lables 1 and 2 respectively. Table 1 iddicated’that the

N~ - : . '
subjects (N=228) saw the Francophene as good, beautiful, 1ntere&tin“,'

ambitious, praceful, scciable, and clean. However, the subjects

4

Indlcated that the thhvophone,wua talkative, unusual, defensive,. and

-

excitable. - These normative deacriptlons\wéré consistent with research

conducted by anﬁ%ﬁr; Wonnacott, and Taylor,(1968) who used a 39-item

[

ﬁcmaﬁtic ditferential to, study the stereotyplcal giewn of lOBiAngiq-
phonic undergradugte étudenta in Ontario. In the study by Gardner ot
al. (1968), the French Canadian was viewed as talkative, excitable,

“l : . .
proud religlona, sensitive, and emotfonal,.

lablo 2 indicated the occidental orientation of.thé auijcts.
~

‘natienal and/or ethnic groupa'perceived'as s}milar to the Americgn tdeal ¢

. - ) ¢
were rated mere positive by the respondents. Indonesla, Nigeria, .

1 ” .

56n8gal, Hatti, and India were leas favored nations. Natiomg associated

‘ ¢

with alternative political systems (duba) and conflictual relations '
' ¥ L . ‘

3
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* . ._' -_'.' ' - Y , . o
¢ - (Iran) were cousldered the most socially disfhnt. Qn the other hand, «

the SOViDt Uninn, a nation with a social and a political system dia-

mgtrl_ﬂlly opposed to the U S. was rated more favorably than anticipated.

— —

) .
hyidenlly, hhy Huhjects concelved of the Soviet people and the Marxistr

I V4 \
lvnlsc doctrino'of their lcadors ag" -separate’ LQHCepCS. Hess and

)

lorney (}967)' (lonn (1970), ahd Targ (1970) diacovered that childxen

uuderstood that it waa pussibld to be tolcrant and friendly toward
.~ 3 * . .
. 'people ltﬁ’ﬁg uudvr Cnmmunist regimes, anq yet feel negq;ively toward °

D ]thL Lharactor of Lhe[r leadership. Furrhermore there were aix Franco-

A
phoni( regionn liatcd onlfhe-Social Distance Scale: . France, Haiti,
. _ ; - _ .
. ) Hartinique; Qu6bec, QEnEgal, and Zaixe. Thei!}hnic and/ot racial, . ° B

.composition of ghese Franccphonic areas clearly determingd the degree
‘ .

~
n

\ of sotial qistancel huropean (France) and North American (Québec)
' ] . . . \
vxemplarq were rated more favorably thanvnon~Western Frdncophonlc v -
] v

ruglonq. Theﬂu [Indings suggested that the respondents inextricably

, vicwed cultyral and/or ethific similarity as & determinnnt of positive -

" {xatings. ' o ' : | '
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|  TABLE 1 -
SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL
. _ . ' - . .
scaLE®. - .X 8D t RANK
'Unsogiable-Sociéble i 5.05 1.07 14, 39w 8
Good-Bad . . © 6,05 1.15 26,929 1
Cruel-Kind ~ 5.22 '1.32. 13.96%% 9
Wappy-Sad . L.S5 1,52 7 5.u6%s 15
"Arrogant-Humble L 3;30 - 1.28 -8.24%» 1L
 Baytiful-vsly | 5.22 1,19  L5.lbww 5
Clean-Dirty . 5.03 1.41 - 11.03#++ 11
A;vkward-Grﬁceful . %.37 1. 90 10,89+ 12
Foolish-wise 4.89 1.28 10. 50%* 13
strong-teak L)% 1.05 L, BGue 16
Talkative=-Quist 2,82 1.38  19.91%% 3
Insensitive-SQnsitive L.34k 1.69  3.0hww 18
camerous-Stingy . 4.10 1.26  1.19 20
pragssive-Active Lk, 32 1.14 L, 2Lne 17
Excitable~Calm 2,25 1.20 =22.02%% 2
poor-Rich | L.28 1.83 2.3t* . 19
._Unaspiring-Ambitiogs' 5.03. 1.1 - 13.6uns’ 10
. Usual-Umisual 2.96 0.96 =16.35%% 4
Boring-Interesting - 6.28 2.32 .1u,au9«' 6
Aggressive-ngfensivq 5.§é 1.29 . 1u.§uo~ 7

o
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| TABLE 2 .,
.  "SOCIAL DISTANCE - -
) 4 ' ' . : .

o . REGION - X - 8D
| , | |

, BRAZIL 4578 228 0 7.8l 6
Cocuma L C W37 1,95 . 2.86% 11 \
a cuBA .~ . . 2.25  Z.bb -10.83%* . 19 -
FRANCE = . T 548 233 9.59% - 3 o j]i !
| HAITL - 3.80  1.69  1.79 15 o

© WOLLAND ~ .- 5.03 -, 2.5 6.12%%. -7,
iNDIA . b.20 ¢ 1.90 1.59 lbyg
-INDOQESIA_ . jﬁhg_' - 1.76  b.8g#s 18
[RAN 2.9 2.3 ;11.63;* 20 RN
JAPAN , C L.55 1. 71 4, BGww 9
< by 2. 05 3. L6ww 10
.. MEXICO T 428 2.87 © L7 13
" oNTARTO . 6.01° . 2.33  13.03% 1
poraND V. 5.60 . 2.08 L 11.63we . 2
wEsEc . 5.8 2.2 7.99% 5
NIGERIA: o3 1.68 > =5.03%e 17 ‘ ‘
SENEGAL - 3.62 1.79 -3.21e .16 . ',-.Q'i
SOVIE: UNION - 4.57 ".;-1}98"‘- 4.35m% .'_,8."'_'_ s
WEST GERMANY 5.5 2.65 . . -Bi26ws LT

N

. Jatre R 75 2. 7u .87 Ry
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Nycusaion

' A . . . .
) L

The results of this study support the beljef bf-Cheln (1951
. .. ' ‘::\.
Gardﬁhr Wonihacott "and Tayfbr (1968), Tridndie (19/1) and /imbardo
\ L]
and Ebbesen (1970) that ethnic and gocial attltudpp may include a

.

-tendency for a person to act in a way rhat corresponda to his or her

.. . . ! ) . . [
cognitive and alfective combinations. Various.ethnic and sacial
stereotypes did emerge from these_combinations; that 1s, stereotypes

that ‘have become normative in Anglo~Americans when confronted with

]

. \ .
members- of a Francophonic vulture' demonstrativeneeq and excitability.

~

' !
Hanvey (1976) offers one. plausible exp}anation for this stereotype

.
~-

5
that is, the fantasy,wor;d of televisiop and movies. : N
' N . .
& . _ , _ i
s Another result of thts study supports the, research by Pike and ;
" ’ ' ' . o i

Hurrowa'(1979), Hegs und'Torngy (1967), Caplow. and Bahp (1979),

Lambert and Kltneberg (1967), Hicks and Beyer ,(1970) that the.occldental~

“pood, non=oceidental had-dtstiﬂctioh'contiques to influence Amer {can

students, even after language study. It was interesting.to note that
.' _ ) o ' /
perapect ive conuciougnqsh (Hanvey, 1976) had not been develﬁped fblly ‘

e

ln the sample uned In this invqptigation, that 18, the. recognltlon or

awarenegs on the part of the samplé that he or she has a view of the .
’ *

WOrld that i8 not unlveraélly qhared The orci tal-good parad%ym may .

alﬁn derive from the reinforcemode] perpetuated by thL school cefiter,

" schools that hold the untenable assumption that North Americnn and/ur

Lurgpean cultures and conventipgns are superior to all non~Weatern"cultures.
s _ _ _ . ) _

At any rqte;-French instrictdre have long claimed that langqun-"

o - _ .
studd glves the student a key to understanding people from. other
. S o | S .
. s . ’ r“f‘ f\(“"\‘ F»! ST X r-:- [ -
/' : ) ' - ' Dh\)T b&/l ' ) I Vi ).u:f..‘“E

. ) H . ' - V N




. - - : : ‘ - . ' - : 10l' ' .-
: - . 4L . ' K _ o
o X . ’ ) . ¢ . h ’ 'y
- cultures through edmmunicative “competence angd/or-literary study. The
DI ¢ " i ’ " ) b ' A . | 4
e W . - results o&wthis study supgest, that culturally conditioned perceptions

v

A of reality stubbornly pefsist even after language study, It may be said 5
~that the sample In the investigation was not ps%choculturally adaptive

4 _ o Lto all Francophonic peoples, t\. ' ~
¥ L In-urder.to'acquiie the intercultural skillsinecessary to LT \
L .. . - ' . - ‘J . . . . - .

,'minimi;e.the l{mitations Qf ﬁniculturélism,’the ;eacher might relate

. : " . +
. : » .
v

v, ~ real atfttudeg, behaviors and aapériences'to_the FrancophQne, The

presentation of cyltural material in“the text and from personal

. . . experfences should be empathetic,.opeﬂémidded, nonjudgmental, -and .
.o . ’ - \ . - .. » ) : - ¥ -
" ag noncritical ‘as possible. Students shtiould-.practice putting them- = =

¢
.

) - . . - . . ]
selves in,the place of the Francophone through role-playing, Students
should also learn that culture is functional, an option allowing for . . o

satlsfylng necds. Fufthermore, students should learn to tolerate .

3
[ ] ’

- differences and nmbiguities that exist between cultures and ethnic .

~ groups. Ounly under the aforemnntiohedfpirucumstanceh could"gains'ln_'
. .

posttfvé, nonsaterbotyplic views of the Francophone be attained,

. : .. \

-
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