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FOREWORD

Much Ettpntion hae been giyen to ‘thé economic and social characteristics of war
veterans and tokthe Qifterences‘tetween'veterans and nonveterans with respect‘to
. . those oharacteridtics. Notable among. the cneracteristics which distinédish !
- , e : : - . .
veterans and«nonveterans are personal.income and education., Thiskfeport concerns
the income and educational attainment of male wer veterens. it focuses on the
:dlfferences betmggﬁﬂcéterans and nonveterans with respect to thesge- important
+ traits and expiores how.tmese'differences have'changed since 1972J
’ * This report was written by Dr. Robert E. Klein of the Statistical Review and
Analysis Division. Robert Langberg,'whose earlier analYtic work enhanced thé

current effort ang Sylvia Solomonj who diligently prepared the manuscript for

publication, are thanked for their contributions.
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¥ G o ;o . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ‘

[ T '\'.
1] /. *

“

Among the many ways male war veterans can Be distinguished from their nonveteran

counterparts is in terms of%soqialvand economic status. This report’ focusges bn
. : S R N A

v

how malé war veterans anddnonveterhns'differ with respect td persdhal income and

.
’ "

education. For the moét'paft, male war veterans have higher peféonal'income and

hiéher educational‘att§inment than nonveterans. But these differencgg\bgtween

2 .

such veteran® &nd nonveterans'h¢Ve'diminished aver the'xpars::

%
"

‘ . T . _ 4
- ' . ) ) g N .
The.median personal income of male war .veterans in 1982 was $18,760, which was
nearly .50 percent higher thandthe median personal income of ponveterans. Between

1972/ and 1982, income for veterans and'nonyetérans increased by more than:aﬁ

percent. However, during this period the Consumer Price Index more than dbubled;
- .~ - - ’

'uitiating'thé.gain in real terms. 1In fact,:Bécquse of.inflation;frbalvmediah

~ income for both_vetq;anp'and qonvéte;;ns wag abdpt 17 percent lower %p 1982 than

. i
it was ten years earlier.

-

. ‘”“ .,' i .

_Median personal incbﬂﬁ varies by.age such that male. war veterans ‘and male

\ . N : _
nonveterans in the middle age range ~ 35 to 64 ~ earn more than.those ygungg;\end

older. For the most part, veterans J@ any given.age have a higher median income

*

. .

thuﬁ'nonVeSerahs of the same age. Howerf, the relative difference ‘in median

3 'inéome for-Vietném'era'yeterans, those 25"to 39 years.oLd, is smallgr'than_the

relative difference -between veterans and nonveterans of all ages combined. ' Since

‘-

. . Y - L]
veterang are "bverrepresented“.hmfme relatively high-income-earning middle and

’

v

. . ' o ) )
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be attributed to their age differenoe.,

e

[0} 2

propo tionate age distribution ‘as nonveterans, ‘then veterans"

* by one—fifth. co T .
v LT

U]

Along with personal income, education is

economic status. Between 1973 and 1983,

L) 9

such as median years of school completed

increased for veterans. and nonveterans.
LIRS

edpcatiodal attainmént than nonveterans,

. 2

were very similar, For example, by 1983,

.

the‘pOiﬁt that the median was the same for veterans ‘and nonveteﬁgns.'

. !

-more, a slightly higher propo:tiodtof_nonveterans were college'graduates than

» - . T

' tional attainment, of the Vietnam era age

proportion of 25 to 39 year-olds who are

¢ .

Among the returns of.educhtion to,the’individuai'is earning potehtial.

‘of education is corfe?\ted with personal

education increases.
Pl
¢

- graduates earn more than 1.5 times more than those who have only graduated from

'high echoel.'

'~ veterans ed¥n, on average, 1.5 times more than nonveterans.

ﬂifference in income, between veterans and n0nveterans can be expiained by their

¢

'
A

veterans, which reverses the pictufe of a decade earlief.

veterans and nonveterans overathg'decadefdiminished largéiy because-the educa~-

income} median income increases as .

Veterans do better than.nonveterans:

differepcee‘ih education, age; and their respective differences in the way

median income falls

"
. ¢

L . : ‘. .

an impoztant dimension of social and o
indithor370f.educational attéinmént,
and percent .graduating from college,.

P
5 - !

In 1973; veterans had distinctly highen' -

N '

but by 1983,.their'education profiles

the gap in median educatiOn closed to
‘Further-

1)

‘The contrast between’
i . ;

group 25 to 39 increaeed_and the ~ - ...

veterans declined. . "'d

4

‘. . - . -

Level

[

# AR _ ' C - o
For example, veterans and nonveterans who are college o

Q’ L ) ’ ‘ ." .
at each level of education,

v

Some of thé

. . . . . v 5 \
education is distributed within age ngup’. . . f - ' ¢

v . : -
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7:_-econ0mic, and dsmographic cﬁaracteristics.' This report concerns primarily the'

. 1964 - May 7, 1975). Other (nonwar) veterans are excluded in this report._ The

psrsonal income and edycaticn of male war Veterans who were twenty years old and older

.‘ . ‘/ - .
L .. . .

in’1983._ The focus of the report is a comparison of veterans* and nonvebefans with

_respect.to_personanﬁhgcome and,educatiOn.' Bn important'aspect of this comparison is
. . | I : . N ) g o . ' [ . ’ ' S e T . ’ . - - -
‘to-show how education is related to income for: veterans and nonveterans, and to see if

¢
. R

the differences between veterans and nonveterans with respect to education and income

4
'can be explained 1l4part by the differences in their respective age distributig!Q,
.o : N -
Comparisons ‘are made not only for - 1983 but - also over the last decade to gauge any

[} %

”'significant éhanges in the achievements of - veterans and nonveterans and to relate such
\ . ‘ . .

differences to demographfc shifts within this period; . o

| - i i - ’ 5

, ®

-

3 . A : * \

.Data.for thﬁs report csme from the March Supplement-of the. 1983 Current Population

Survey. Education, defined as the highest ‘grade of school completed and age at last

' .

birthday ;re obtained for 1983, wh%reas personal imcome is money income from all

oF

. .
' sources for the calendar year 1982. Personql income "is the sum of the amounts

~ . -

received'in,cash from the following sources: money wages in salaryy net income from e

' -

nonfarm self-employment° net income from farm self—employment; social security or

~, R [y

‘ railrbad retirement; Supplemental Security Income (SSI); public. assistance or welfare

1)
-

..payments; interest (on Bavings or other interest-yielding investments); dividends,

~

' income from estates or, trusts, or net rental incomer veterans paymeﬁts or

&
v . “ i . v " .

M

3 o . N
- . . o - . L
. . 3 .
- ) “
. v~ .
LI -
v

L.
-
-

* In this report ‘the term "veterans" refers to male war veterans who served in

the armed forces during a designated peribd of conflict. These are, most notably:
I (April. 6,.1917 ~ November 11,/ 1918); WWII (September 16, 1940 - July'25,.1947),
rean conflict (June. 27, 1950 - Janhuary 31, 1955) and the Vietnam era (August 5,

"

term “nonveterans" refers to’ maleiponveterans only. _ :
L . e e ' *J

by . . - 0 . B ~ . o {
¥ . . . .
. L L D - - .
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4&; : unempldyment and work’;s' compensation; private retirement énd dtsability peneions or'

Sl
- ’, ,

"h government retirement and disability pensions; and alimony or child support,,regular

contributions from persons not living in the householdl and other periodin income.

II. PERSONhL'INCQME OF WAR VETERANS NNDANQNVETERANS

a v . .
- .
\ . - f ?
7 . ' y P N

Notable among the characteristics which distinguish veterans from nonveterans is

pefsonal income. Veterans have had- higher personal income than ‘nonveteraus for‘many .

“yeqrs. In 1982 “this trend continued. Median personal income for Veteranslin 1952
.was $18,760, up'1g5_percent from $18 490. in 1981 (Table 1). Median nersonal_income
for nonyeterans ini1962‘wes only $12}710, yet this represents_a 3.1 percent increase
'<over their median income in_1981 2532,330): .Consednentiy}”the proportionategincrease

\

‘in median personal ‘income between 1981iand 1982 ofhnonbetErans was twice that of

LYY . N

.. - T 4 , - . o .
- véterans. "While median perbonal income incn"sed for both veterans- and nonveterans

[y

N .
-\

the gain.’ Between 1981 and 1982, the "‘Consumer Price Index increased 6 percent. If
) T _ A ‘ .. ) ' T _

this

crease is taken into account,- both veterans.aﬁh7ponveterans actually lost
purchasing power. In real terms,'the'median,income of veterans actually declined by -~
[ BN . "
.. . » o . s ‘ . h)
mare thgh 4 percent. The decline for nonveterans was less than 3 percent.

]

N v
Al

. | o CTABLE 1 - R . __
. P o : MEDIAN PERSONAL INCOME OF ) S
’ MALE WAR VETERANS AND NONVETERANS, 1981 AND 1982 -

"“'- Year - * o JLLE Veterens - Nonveteraﬁs
.. 1982 s18,760. | . $12,710 o
' © 1981 | . 318,490 | ©$12;330
@ ! ' t\ , ‘
h - 4 . ! -
"W . \ -
2 .

; between 1981 and 1982, the increasg-in the cost-of-living duéinc that time vitiated v

S
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" Median -Personal Income, 1972 to 1982 -

Looking at median personal income over the last decade for which data are available,

"
#

1972 to 1982, reVealg that vgterene have higher'ineOme}than nonveterang“in each year
. . ~ . ] . R . ’ " . R (

of the-‘decade, both in current dollars and in constant dollars (Figure 1). For each

Yeer,in theddbcade, veterans' median personal income is roughly 40 to 50 pergent

highet than median pérsonal income of nonveterans. Although median income in Current
:dollars has risen Steadily ovem'the decade for both veterans and nonVeterans,_income
in real terms has’fluctuated during the period. . In current dollars; medién'income

has risen nearly 94 percent for veterans over the decade ($9 700 in 1972 tv/§28,800
'in 1982) and about 92 percent for nonveterans (from $6)600 to §12, 700)., In real

terms, however, median inqome for veterans and nonveterans peaked-in 1973._ Real

~median income;}or both veterans and nonveterans was- about 17 percent lower in 1982 .

than it was in 1972, , From its peak_in 1973, real median personal income detlined-by'

19 percentlfor veterans and 20 percent for nonveterans by 1982.

- ] g ‘
. . - , . \v/ '
_Patterns of Median Personal Income by Age ,
o Both veterans and hanveterans in their-thirtiee,iforties, and. fifties have higher

. median personnl'incomeE'tﬁan these who areryounger and elder-(Table 2). For example,

veterans.under 30 and veterans over 65 have a median income under $13, OOG; veterans

~

A




F|gure1 I e .
Medlan Personal Income in Current and Constant Dollars
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' " ‘o | : . e . : . .
70 "and old_er have a“ii'median _1ncome- below §9,000. In. contrast, V‘terans betwe'en 35 and
o ~ , . Y 7

) :&for ‘the- 40~44 year-old group.

. PABLE 2

) N MEDIAN .PERSONAL INCOME IN 1982 BY AGE IN 1983
. FOR MALE WAR VETERANS AND NONVETERANS
S v X e
‘Age S -~ War Veterans . . . © Nonveterans o,
/ } 20-24 . - - a/ , . . $6,790
| T 25-29 ol 812,720 _ 14,620
30-34 1l - T e,e90 - - 18,040 - .
35-39 . ' .~ 22,700 20,600 T
oL 40-44 _ . 24,610 . R - 20,140
45-54 -~ | - 22,730 ‘ S 18,690y,
55-64. . ... 7 19,270 - d - 13,410
65-69 12,410 - : 10,480 S
. 70 and over . o 8,760 o ‘ 7,820 -
g . L o : : :
. " Total 1 .. 818,760 e S 812,710 ,
¢ 25-39 Q‘ﬁf o $19,640 : 1 $16,870 S

\

4

_ . : B o "
‘P_/{NOt computed because base less than 75,000 cases

. K

-

Veterans.seém to fare better than their similar-aged\nonteteran counterparts. For

3
’

. . . : o
~each age group over 30, the median imcome of veterans is‘higher than.that of nor%et—.

.
L 3

-erans. For the group 'aged_ 25-29, however, the median i‘nc;ome of nonveterans isﬁout_

15 percent higher‘ than the ‘median 'of their -ireteran counterparts, perhaps due, in part, '

-

] tages nonveterans might “have over veterans in wting an. early start in the

’
-

labor force or in getting an educatiOn without interruption. Vietnam

. . .
LN ~ »
Y] . \

o’
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Flgure 2 O

.~

L : Medlan Age of Male War Veterans and NonveteranS' ‘
e -' 19691973.and 1983
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of veterans in their thirties,

h "
hov

Y ' RN

By -

younger, with ‘median ége declining thweenf3969 angd 1483 from 46.2 to 34

“In 1983, about 37 peréent of veterans were-in the high-earning age groups 35 to 54,

A

that veterans have the same proportibnaue ag distribution as nonVetﬂrans, then the

. Ak‘

median "falls from $18,760 " to $14,970. Adé adjustment reduces the difference betwee@

2,

the median income of .veterans and nonveterans frgm“$6,050 to $2,260.

~
: A
’ ’ . 'Q‘
K
' | ) -
. ' e
. ’
. ?
| A/ﬂ,This figure differs sliqhtly from previously published figurea wh;ch
' - estimated from projections of 1980 cenaus data.
A o .

era vetefana,’aged 25 to 39, have a'mediqn'persdnal 1nco 16 percent h}gﬁer'thgn that

of. thair-honveﬁergﬁ dounterparta: $19,640'for veterans éqmppred-with $16,870 for

nonveterans ./ This relative adbantage is attributed entirely to the income achievement

The difference between the mQQ$§n'income_of male war veterans. and nonveterans 20 years

1Y - .o . . ) : ' ~
-0ld and ov@r is, in large measure, due to the difference in the age structure of the

v

two groups. Veterahs are older than'nbnveterans. The median age of'the ndninstitu-
tionalized veteran population has risen steadily over the past fourteen yeane, from .
45.7 in 1969 to 54 6 in 1983.1/ In contrast, the nonveteran population has gotten

4 (Pigure 2).

compared to about 28 percént of nonvetérans (Table 3). Moreover,'a greater propqrtioﬁ
of nbnveterans were under 59 and over 70, which are genera11y=the age groﬁpﬁ with the

lowest incdme. "If the median personal income of veterans is recomputed hy'assumiﬁg




P /
' E ' TABLE 3 A g
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE WAR VETERANS AND : :
B « NONVETERANS BY AGE, . 1983 o .o v
‘/. ) * ' . ’ ' - ! .
» S , Age’ :  War Veterans - . Nonveterans
20-24 0.0% 20.1%
> 25"‘29 ’ 4.0 N N 17 .8
\30"‘34 10-8 4 . 1306 -
35"‘39 . . 13 o7 - l. ' 901
40-44 . .1 4.6 T 8.0 *
'45-54 ) 19.1 "~ . - 10.8 .
o 55¢b4 - | 32.8 1 , 5.8 . N\
L 65-69 ) . 8.4 - ' 4.2 e S
70 and Over "t . 6.5 : 10.6
. Total . . -, 9998 o/ ‘ " 100.0% :
Number “(in thousands) 22,823 b/ h _ 3 - 47,792 ‘

;/ Does not sum to 100.0% due to rounding. .
b/ This number differs slightly from previqgg&y published figures which were
eatimated from proje?tions of 1980 Census data.

vd

1IT.  EDUCATION OF WAR VETERANS AND NONVETERANS

) \ggggafion in 1975 and 1983 o ‘ . ¢
Along with pe;eonal income, education ie an important indicater of social and economic
. well~being. Over the last decade, the education levels of. both.war veterans and
eenveterana has increased, but the difference between them has diminiehed. 4Between
*/ 1973 and 1983, the median number of years of school cempleted for vetﬁrana increased.
from 12.5 to 12 71 veterans completing college went from- 15 7 to 20.8 perce*t of the
‘veeeran population; and the prgportion of veterana qot renching high schoo} declined
4£tom 15;3 ﬁorcent to‘11.5 peregég (Table:d)- ~In 1973, veteranlyhed higher educationa;

' attainment than nonveterans. The proportIOh of veterans completing at least high

[N

NS . ’ ’




Lo '4'12 . ' .;- Lo - S
e o school wa|.24% greater than non-vetorans, the proportion tinishing college was 11% -,

t

~grpater, while the proportion not roaching high sohool wag 47% lower. The military
R L

-selection proceas, which. makea educationally deficient individuals unqualified for

service, accounta tor some of the difrerence between veterans’and nonveterans at £he

/,: X ) . . " ] . o EN I3
lowest level of education. L, t ' S : "
[ ) N B . " N . . . . . . »
- S ~
R / 7 o ' Y .
. ABLE 4 '
d_ Lo . PERCE’NTAGE DISTRIBUTION ‘OF |[MALE WAR VETERANS AND NONVETERANS ,
. L - BY EDUCATIQN, 1973 AND 1983 . v
. ' . . . . oL ’ )
_— a o
' . 1973 - (1983
Years of School ~ | - . ’ : S I K '
Completed .~ war Veterans nveterans War Veterans Nonveterans
Elementary:: 0-8 - 15.3% S 29,08, 11.3% 15.9%
High Scjpol: 1-3 ©15.3 A L . 12.2 ~12.5
o , . o : . | ) | PR
High School: 4 - 38,5 . 27.3 - 37.5 " 32.7 -
| " College: 1-3 1 15.2 1444 18,2 1756
' College: 4 or more 15.7 4.1 '20.8 | 21.3
Total ' ©100.0% 100,0% . - 100.0% ’.'100.0%
% . S T -
' Number _ ' ' . .
(in thousands),6 - | 24,719 ' _ ,?4)986. ' 22,823 ;_ - 47,792
' Median Years of o _ , , E
. 8chool Completed -+ 12.5 - - 12.2 . . 12.7 - 12.7

| . y
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Yo

 educational achievement thdn nonveterans of gimilar age. In_each age grdup over 40, .,

“

. . . . .
'’ , ) ' .o‘ . . ) « !

»

By 1983,.::z47ﬂuoation profile of Q?r veterans was very similar to that of nonvet~ ' -

¥

eraﬂs. T _dian years of-education for veterans and nonveterans was:the same,’

12,7, and although abaut 16 percent of nonveterans went ofly as far as elementary

gchool, compared to 11.3' percent of vaterans, a slightly higher'propertidn'of.

’ ~

+ N . ) . N . ’ 3
nonveterans completed college =21.3 percent compared to 20.8 percent €for veterang.

.
’

Apparnntly nonveterans cauqht-up with veterans during the'Vietnam conflict.'-The gain .
. * S / -
in edueatibnal attainment shown by veterans, many of wEGm have taken advantage of

. )

veterans' education benefits, has ,been paralleled by the gain shown by nonveterans

-~ who were ‘able td'contin their'post-secondary education uninterrupted'by military °

aervice. ( This can be inferred ffom'obse;ving the pattern of agé—specific education,

)

Age~Specific Education in 1983 . 3 , ' | - : .

. ’ ]

o,

For men under 40, nonVeterans generally have higher educational attainment than

veterans. Although a greater proportion of veterans in age grpups under 40 finished L s

a

at least" high BChOOl, a greater pnoportion of nonveterans have attained post—secondary

¢

11eve1s of education (Table 5). " For example, nonveterans 30 to 34‘have the highest

(afuCationai attainment of any group: more than 35 percent completed‘college'compa:ed~

a

with. 16.3 percent of their vetwran counterparts, and their median education level,
13.9 (the-higﬁest.bf any group), is one year ‘greater than that.of veterans 30~34 S
. . . . o )

(Figure 3). While nonveterans under 40. have “attained. education levels superjor to,

their'veferdnyooﬁnterparts, veterans in the middle and older ages have higher

B S . .
.o . [}

| veterans have attained a higher median adhcation levei and have greater proportions »

r

« with.college than nonv[terans. The largest difference between veterans and-

nopveterans fqr?age groups over 40 la for ww II or Koréan Conflict se;@iceman‘qged 55

\




i nearly universal conscription.

. 4
» ‘ Ty [ 3 .
?to,64. Nearly three~Qu§rtare»oﬁ the men in the SS,to 64 age group arevveterane."'
! : . e . ’ g . : , e . / . .

. Veterans of that age are bett®r gducated tham nonveterahézof that age in part becausk

-

X . . ? . .
many nonveterans did not. meet the minimal education required for servicey despife
. - c, i ' . -' T ) .

Fbr\exemple, nearly 38 percent of nonveterans.55-64
have not gone beyond elementary school,‘in'cpntréet to 15.8 percent of veterans.
L poe : o 3 ' e
o BENE | TABLE 5
: SELECTED MEASURES -OF EDUCATION BY AGE °

. - oy
, o,

h‘@b

'nonveteragh diminishee the educational attainment qf veterans.

_ ' FOR MALE WAR® VETERANS AND NONVETERANS, 1983 '
+ . . N ‘
i , ' War Vetefrans . SR anveterans !
' : Percent Completing at least:. ercent COmpletlng at least:
K C gighl . Gollege:  College: 4 /| High .polﬁegc: Coliegeé4'
f:W Age - chool; 4 1~3 ,_or more. Sthool: 4 fl1-3 .or @o%e
L o-24 a/ V'V 83.5% 42.0% - 9.9%
’ 25~29 ] 92.0% . .39.8% ¢ " 9.8% 85.3 '45.8 T26.2
.7 30-34 . 19240 | 45,9 7 abt 16,3 '85.3 5643, 35.3
L 135739 92,7 ©.53.8 7 " 37.5. 0 | .77.0 47.7 . 33.3
“30-44 ©92.9 50.7 . 30.9 . 71.8'; . 39.4 28.3.
331; 45-64 » 79.7. 40.1 -7 23,77 60.9 31.3 21.5
’ 55-64:_ 68,0 33.§ " 20.0 46,3 19.1 . 12.0
1 65=69 ... 61,2 2842 15.2 49.3 19.6 11.0
o a0, and.over 4748 " 24.8. V16,0 36.7 17.3 0.3
PRI T I R . o .
"~,ij Tbtal o A6.5% 39..0% ©20.8% 71.6% . . .38.9% ,. 21.3%
~¥‘.‘..,~' .o . g Vo B "-‘k" I3 e L - .
I Erenraane N ; ~ s K N g A - v
: -, S N o . . . s C : c
. &/~ Mot computed -because hase is bess than 75,000 cases. .
o "“fhf q:?ﬁl ﬁfl C e, e W'"ﬁ" "
v B (‘ Al Py : i » !
SR o . . . )
¥ . ;',: ('. ; v A | : - . - .
Because veterana afe Qlder th&h nohveterana, one might peat that pert of the o
~,. .'“.‘\v . .b,,;’ N . *
overall difference betwegn veterﬁns and nonVeterans with reapect to educatiOn s
"J*- Lo '." ENELE l\ ' 4 .
due to their age difference. Adjusting for the agé diffe;ence between veterans and.
oy " -vnfd
A

Although median
eduoation remainﬁ unchanged, theqpr0portion of veterans having completed at least

‘collage declines by more than one qu%rter, from 20. 8 percent to'. 15 percent (Table 6).
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. . . R N N . 11 ® \
. . TABLE 6 . " R : '
‘ //—--~nsn ENTAGE DIqTRIBUTION OF MALE WAR VETERANS BY EDUCATION EE (; ‘
R < N IN 1983, WITH AND WITHOUT AGE ADJUSTMENT : ‘ o |
L . " Years.qdf N ‘ ' . ' ' . | ,
B Scﬁ&ol Completed \\a Unadjusted Age-Adjusted a/ _ . "
R Elegenta 0-g- |- 11.3% Tols . . A
. . P . "‘”\ ) . ° ' A
e High-SchiGol: 1-3 - - 12.2 . 1047 ,
High-School: .4 , ' . 378 . 46,9
+. 7 college: -3 18.2 | Cr20.03
’ - College: -4 of more ' 20.8 ‘ , 1540 ‘ o
. - motal Y, 100.0% . 100.0% '
' - . Median Number of = . B '_' ) "' .
" Years of School ‘o 1 -
. Completed - - 12.7. C12.7
PUV. hd i‘

., a/ Assumes that' veterans heve'the'same age distribution as nonveterans but ‘'within -
' " each age group retain their own proportionate.education distribution.

.
’ w
. . ) ' d i .
v - . .
. . . ' ' . *
' . . - . o . ’
. . . . .

Education .and Incofie ~ ¢ S L ' 4 "o

. S ‘. T
‘One important value of education is its potential payoff in personal income;'lezelv '

3of_education is highly correlated with personal income. For wa;‘veterans,.median

-

personal income increases steadily as level of education increases, from $8,810 for

! ' )
those who have not’ gonezbeyond elementary school to over: $30,000 for college )
W ' ,
.ngraduates (Table 7) Veterans with bne‘%gkthree years of' college receibed,&@;@BO .

‘more than those who only graduateg from high siﬁool, but earned at least $8,500
less than, K veterans who were college graduates.” For the most part, median income
. - , . ' ’ ’\&— N
‘increasee with edd%ation for nonveterane as well. A difference of more than

' $15,000 separate nonveterans in the lowest education,group from those in the
' h ’ highest. The one exception to the steady rise in incomo with incre;eing‘education |
) . is nonveterane‘who haVe comploted one to three yeare of college, whose median E -
oy :
income is $870 less than the median for. high school graduatee.A The low income of

college studente who were not full~time workers or of those_ who received little or

?

¥

:3{3 E .‘ o | . .i. o ‘w,

) . - . had .

P T V.



-increases.

no compensation while pursurng their education helps qxplain this observation.

iB the case, howeVer, that at each education level, Veterans have a higher median

1ncome'than nqnveterans.'

" Y

diﬂference between veterans and nonveterans ine

]

. MEDIAN PERSONAL INCOME (1982) BY EDUC
"' MALE WAR VETERANS AND. NONVETERANS,

¢

TABLE 7

r

r!ases steadily as educati0n

the over&ll difference in median income between veterdns and nonveterans can be

1explqined by the difference between them in age and education.

I‘ION FOR
¥1983 -

4

il

School,Cogpleted' War Veterans . NonQeterans
“ Elementary: .0-8 '$ 8,810 s7,34d
High_schoolzi1§3 _12,730‘ 9,8i0. ’
. : . - .- ] . .
. High School: 4 . N ie,160' Tt 13,340
: . -college: 5-3:' ": 21,490 . 12,450
T 'Coilgge:74¥ ‘ 30,000+ - .22;630‘
. Total .$18;760" $12,710 ‘
| 4
— L, K

. - , . ’ . i : .
For exampie,~46.6 percent of veterans 25 yearsfof age and older earn_$20:boo Or nore

compared with 35.8 percent for nonveterans.

44.9 percent.

t
-

/ N

.

education distribution of veterang and nonveterans 2/ lowers this‘grogortion to

It

For the' groups below the college level, the pr0portionate

Since age, education, and veteran status are retated to income, part ‘of

Adjustment for the differences in the

Furthermore, adjustment for differences.in the educetibn and Qge\

*/ ' L .
This assumes that the proportion of veterans 25 years old and older in each
~education group is the same as that for nonveterans, but that the proportionate
income distribution of veterans within each education group remains unchangad.



s e
g

-

.

, distribqtibn tdkgh together 3/ teduces the proportion of veterans .earning $20,000 .
. ‘e , . - . v .

/ : ' . _ - j _ _ .
4 46.6 percent. Thus, some of the'di*fergnces‘in personal income betweén veterans an

or more even further to 37.5; this is nearly a 20' percent decline From the original

’-

d.

nonveterans can be attrlbuted to their dif(erenceé with respect to age and education.
. _ [ . ) - - . . -

[

‘each age group as nonveterans, but that they
Ancome distribution within each combination

This assumes that veteérans have the same distribution of education within .
ri;;in their own proportionate .
of . '

ge and educatﬁfn group.
»oX _ . ]

LS

o

.*"




'"1é.takenrinto account, income actually'has declined_fer both groups'since 1973. 1In

oo 0T IV SUMMARY -

A

*

U Sk : B . R . '
This report, which focuses on the personal income and education of male*war -

AP . »

veterans and_nonveterans, shows™ that for the most part,-veterans fare better . than

non?eterans. For e}gmple, ‘median personal incqme of veteraAs was S0 percent higher,

.

than the median of nonveterans in" 1982. For- each year . in the decade 1972 to, 1982,

* veterans'. income was ‘roughly 40 to 50 percent higher tngn the inCOme of nonveterans.

1

5

'Xet, whi@e median income in current dollars has risen steadily over this period for

-jveterans and nonveterans alike, income in real terms has'fiuctuated.~;If‘inflatiqn

<

. fact, between 1981 apnd 1982, real income declined somewhat more for veterans than

~

for_nonveterans.

-
A

While the overall.difference in median income between veterans and nonveterans is
quite-teiling, part -of” the  difference can be explaineq=by the age difference

kY

_between them. Veterang are more highly concentrated in the relatively more

q .

prosperous middle and older age groups.' For‘men 25 to 39 in 1982 (roughly ethe

A o

Vietnam era generation),. veterans have higher hedian income. than nonveterans, but

only because Veterans'30 and. older were better off than nonveterans over 30.

?

-Between 1973\and 1983,‘equcationa1 attainment’ of both yeterané and nonveterans has

" - . . ) - . ) ..

risen; 'éenerally, veterans haveirared better thah,nonveterans. However, the

iifference between them has diminished considerably over the decade.- In fact,,by%

¢

'.1983 median education for veterans and nonveterans was the same. The contrqat‘in

education between veterans and‘nonveterans diminished largely because of the -

9

achievements of nonveterans 25 to 39 vis-a—vis vet rans of the- same age. Despite

"' W

.




.y

.':Veterans and nonveterane as a valid measure of the différence in their educational

' 6f'education within age groyps for;veterans-and nonveterans,/ then the overall

- . ] .
' Age-Adjusting Median Fducation .. .4

‘ personal;income~and education have been edjusted,for age differences hetween the
two groups. To illustrate therage—adjustment technique, known as direct - -

. ) R * . . ' ' .
«sbandarditatidn,_the age-adjustment of veterans' median education is presented.
_ . | S . > _ A .

-older and, generally, are better educated than nonveterans. '%art of the contrast -

_between veterans and nonveterang with respect to education czh therefore be' -~ , '

~median number of school years completed for each ‘population; veterans.and

-the number in the given uge group.' The difference in meﬁian education between

. s

the diminution of’ overall education differencea, ‘'veterans seemingly are better ahle

P . « . R
to. translate education into persofial income. ‘At each- level of education, veterens

N . . ) . -

heve higher median personal income than nonveterans‘of'c‘mperable education.

V. APPENDIX

. e d S . | o
o . - . -
In this report, differences between veterans and nonveterans with respect to

.
L4

-

» o .

'
1

Recall that age’is related to both education and veteran statug. Veterand are

P,

attributed to -their age difference. If data are available showing the distribution

-

Yo . s v

4

nOnveterens,'is ultimateiy;a function of:the education dis%&ibution witnin-eech age |
group as of well as' the number of_pereons‘Within'each age ‘group.

. : -
The median is computed from the overall education distrib tion, which is the sum of;
b
the producte of the proportionate education distribution/within each age group and

l

attainment is theretore confounded by the effect of thdﬁr age diffprence‘

- N _ ,,/ | .




"d'@ﬂtéqenae ?n;meﬁién educqtion behween'bhe tWO population' can be gauged in. the
. o \ ‘u Y. O _) “.A_ N )
\ f" f abseﬁép pf the aqé ﬁle;;knbéfbv'Zééqminq that veterans have the same proportionate
e .1;(.4 I'“,/.*" [ :. “',‘ |L.h :

aqdwdia%ﬁibu&iqn qs nonveberaneu Tha adjusted med#¥an education of veterans 18 then

¢

¥y

”_avorall educatién distribution, which "is thé product of the

»

)

eduoaﬁion distrxbution within each age _group and the numb?r in 3fcn age group

Yo . <

I )

T N
adjusted on the b&SiS of the‘pmopo tionaté age distribution of nonfeterans. The

computation of the age-adjusted number of veterans in a given combinafion of
» education and age categories is done simply in two. ateps, which can be'expressed

. b 13

_3 mathematically as follows.

- .
'

. .~ ‘ : . ' : .
;. 1, MNisv = (Ni*nv/Nnv) (Ny) : R
. . . N e N "\I_. . Q

where, M*ny = number of nonvetergng ‘in the ith

age,group ' v ¢
v - Nhv = total number of nonveterans ‘
o "N . N ' : 4 O . S
. : v # total number of veterans -
) ) . R s N ) . . .‘ ” . . .
.ﬂ" ' Nisv = adjusted nuimber of veterans in the
. . . ith age group
2. ijv = (ni v) (“ijv/ni v) < : . _ : »
. " ) . _

number of veterans ih the 3jtP education . S
category'of‘thexitﬁ.agé group

1] ' ’ '

i

where, ‘ijv

* Ngey = niumber of veterans in the 1ith age group _ N
s - | . | o
Nijv = adjusted number of veterans in the jth !

, pducation category of thé ith' age grow_ ‘

b4 : D T . L

) »




o,

In step one, th& number of veterans in'a givan age group is computed on the baeis .

¥

of the proportion of nonveteransg in that aga group. With this number as a base, in

' A}
step two, the *m\ber of Veterans in a given education category withi,n that age .group

is computed if one uses the original proportion of veterans in that education
. " ’ ‘ i . o . "

nategOry for the age grpup.
' . . . . ' ’ i . ) - .?

“The tedhnique can be illustrated if one uses college graduates who are 35-39 years

™ L

old:

. \
o "

v - . : Ny ' | .
The proportion of nonveterans who'are 35~39 is»ll3d5 ,000/47, 792 000, or 9.1

percent. since there are’ 22, 823 000 veterans, 2, 076 893 veterans
would be 35~39 1f veterans had the same proportionate age distribution
as nanveterans (i.e. 22 823,000 X .091) The proportion of veterans

35-39 wh&’are oollege graduates 18 859 ,000/3, 128 ooo, or 27.5 percent.

- The age-adjusted rumber of veterans 35-39 who \e collegp graduates.is,

571'146\ (i.e'f 2',0?6\,893 K 0275)6 )

P I

Yy,

. TR = .

These numbers in terms of the mathematlcal expressions noted earlier for 35- 39
. »
!

age group are as follows: - T
. ‘ y : '
~ o "

~

- (4,345,000/47,792,000) .(22,823,000)

_ ‘= (091) (22,823,000) BT |
. =2, 076 893 St
o | |
. " .. where i 15 35~39 age group. v

19




theiadjusteQ'number of all veterans in that education grogp.,'If this is done for all

education. categories across -all age groups, then an adjusted overall education -
P ' . )
distribution for veterans is obtained, Median e@ducation is fomputed in the usual way

k §

from this age~adjusted education distribution to yield the age-adjusted medign

educatioh.

-

.0

it

(?{i--'V) (.nijv/ni.v) g ’ .

1 ©

(2,076,893) (859,000)/3,128,000)

i

(2,076,893) (.275)

571,146

Fa

where j is college graduates
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. ‘ ' TABLE A1 '
PERSONAL INCOME IN 1982 OF MALE WAR VETERANS AND NONVETERANS IN THE UNITED STATES, BY AGE ‘IN 1983
Co ‘ v o . ' ' . z,
[N N . N - -
~ Personal . TOTAL - Age in March 1983 . . T ;
Money Income . 20 Years & Qver ¢ 20~24  Years 25-29 Yaars 30-34 Years * 35-39 Years
in 1982 War Non- war Non~ ' war Non- war Non- war, Non-
N . N Veterans Veterans | YeteranA Vetarans Vatorans Vateransg Vetarans Vaterans | - Vdterans Vaeterans
Numbar (000" 89 ) . , : ' N )
_Total : ‘22,821 | 47,192 71| 9,600 916 0,520 |. ® 2,465 | 6,512 3,120 4,345
‘81 ~ $999 or Loms .....\. 790 3,250 ' 1,355 n 567 99 326 ) 97 ‘218
81,000 ~ $1,999 ... N\ | . 219 1,118 - 647 31 148 N 90| v TS 57
$2,000 - $2,999 ...%....s 262 1,546 - 690 6, 205 32 102 34 58
$3,000 ~ $3,499 ...ianeas 221 1,029 - 345 6 112 24 . 70 20, 66
83,500 = $3,999 ..veiuaye 199 901 - 262 16, 80 18 66 10 c 43
¢ \ . '
84,000 = 94,499 Leiiins 263 949 . .- {32t 9 107 " . 66 17 38
94,500 - 94,999 .. ..0p.0e 306 %67 - V237 17 85 34 69 9] 31
$5,000 - $5,499 ..... 40, 395 [ 1,179 T - 364 15 119 20 108 )34 .60 ‘
+$5,%00 ~ 85,999 aciusbons 293 837 - 181 24 90 1" 72 / 12 38,
86,000 ~ 96,499 .eueinien, 439 1,022 1 L 274 13 131 22 [, 61l [ 36 50
. $6,500 = $6,999 ..i...... 327 787 . 217, 22 91 " 20 . 59. 14 32
97,000 - $7,499 .eiivaes 396 958 - 246 15 168 43 83 32 M 36
87,500, 87,999 +euunens 305" 7701 - 176 < 14 87 23 .65 14 ] 36 .
$9,000 - 808,999 ..iiiqee. 613. | 1,710 - 397 |} .18 296, .54 143 44 67
$9,000 - 99,999 ..iieeaes 618 | 1,686 .2 444 )/ 39 _ 299 43 168 63 |, 103.
& _ ‘ Ex —
$10,000 ~ $12,499 ....... 1,853 5,012 = 1,194 133 1,050 189 572 191 329
812,500 ~ $14,999 ..i..00 1,545 3,408 - 663 88 736 191 418 189 256
$15,000 - $19,999 .iiag: (152 6,341 - 831 |, - 165 1,609 | . 48t 1,47 444 576
420,000 - 324,999 ..+0... 2,966 5,068 A 485 99 1,174 » 438 967 536 657
$25,000 - 829,999 ...e..n 2,484 -3,292 L - 165 52 691-]s ' 295 v 673 500 |° 494
430,000 and bver ....... 5,180 6,071 1 106 66 6751 313 1,157 817 1,100
Median - $18,760 | 912,710 3. 6,790 $12,720 $14,620 | 518,690 $18,040.| $23,700 | $20,600
X ; . " :
0_ .
-c ' . [ ) ‘h v
» ()
1., , ~ . ‘ . o
. )/ Computed from unrounded data and rounded to the haarest ten dollars.
8/ Median not computed when hase is less than 78,000, ., 7/ . .
. "’*\
. [4 .
1’() : . ‘
Q ¢ B . ' ;
ERIC ‘ N . .
) ' -
. . b

W
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' TABLE A1 (continued)
.- PERSONAL INCOME IN 1982 oF’ MALE WAR VETFRANS AND NONVE"I‘FRI\NS IN THE UNI’I‘ED STI\’I‘ES, BY "AGB N 1983 .
. + 'Parsonal : L Age- in March 1983 - - . . .
) Money Income o 2 40-44 Yearas : - 45-54 Years . 55~64 Years 65-69 Years 70 and Over
in 1982 . ) ‘War Non- . War Non- ' ar. . Non- war Non- War, Non-
: ' Vetarans | Veterana Veterans Vaterans rane Veterans.| Veterans Veterans Veteran’ Vetarana
. Number (000's) - : . _ ] . . .
Total : 1,060 - 3,801 4,363 5,139 7,478 2,765 1,913 . 2,032 1,493 4,078
81 - $999 or Loss verrege C 42 167 187 304 . 246 152 ‘ 29 50 19 11
~ 81,000 - 81,999 .....004. k] 50 40 , 65 75 38 13 21 9 62
$2,000 - 82,999 .,....0.0 9 49 52 93 | . 80 7 .22 46 27 | 232
83, 000 - $3,499 sivinenns -4 45 |7 35 78 73 65 - 28 47 | 32 |. 1
. 83,500 - 83,999 .viieeee ' 4 28 19 ' 64 58 50 36 .15 38 23 ’
84,000 -~ $4,499 +.0v0rnns 5 48 43 |- 59 103 - 66 31 . 46 ‘a1 198
$:4,500 ~ 84,999 ..u0000n 1 43 23 | 57 93 52 69 ' 4 [ 59 C e 247
~ 85,000 = 85,499 .uiiianes T 9 52 47 67 144 88 45 74 81 © 247
85,500 - 85,999 ....v0e0n 4 30 26 37 93 - 56 Y 74 16 |, 259.
96,000 - $6,499 «..0evuss 8 45 . 52 66 154 53 62 91| 9 245 .
$6,500 ~ 86,999 siiurens . 4 35 31 83 | -01 435 68, 9] 61 ]+ 216
$7,000 ~ $7,499 .i.vivuns 13 43 47 67 .- 93 LY 77 74 _ 76 197
87,500 ~ 87,999 .eiuenass .12 C 41 49 69 94 ’ 33 .36 - a5 ] . 64 143
$8,000 - 38,999 Jevecises ]| . 13 107 77 114 203 134 109 - 103 89 19
89,000 = 89,999 ..ivivess . 14 77 . 74 107 207 106 .80, 171 . 93 265
$10,000 ~ $12,499 +.0n0ee] - 77 308 278 422 y 621 258 213 302 | 151 577
$12,500 ~ 814,999 .4.0vee 56 . 230 212 1. 323 . 489 225 D 194 103 363
‘815,000 - 819,999 ....... 133 483 572 712 950 323 © 2% "~ 248 150 388
820,000 ~ $24,999 .ievuas 129 |7 807 | 58% 653 942 300 160 128 - 76 197
$25,000 ~ 329,999 (..4.4s 192 415 568 523 |-, 793 © . 185¢ 16 %9 48 87
$30,000 and Over .evesee | 368 992 1,347 1,206 | 1,866 _ 431 238 143 104 261
"Median s $24,610 | 420,140 $22,730 418,690 819,270 913,410 ] 843,410 810,400 | 8 8,760 | 8 7,820
o . R ' ’ ]
1/ Computed from unrounded data and rounded to the nearest ten dollars. .
&/ Medlan not computed when basde is lews than 75,000, . T

31
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. v ' . . TABLE A2
k . BOUCATION OF MALE ‘WAR VETERANS AND NONVETRRANS IN THE UNITED STATKS, BY AGE, 1983 .
. ) l
Y ‘ ' - Level of Rducational. Total Age in March 1983 N : .
Attainmept ' 20 Years 20-24 25-29 30~34 35-39 40-44 45-54 55-64 65-69 70 and
: & Over Yrs. Yrg. Yrs. Yrs. Yre. Yre. Yrs. Xre. Over
VETERANS . - :
’ Number- (000's) 22,823 7 916 2,465 3,128 1,060 4,363 7,478 1,913 1,493
Elementary: 0-8 yra ....| 2,585 - 9 28 54 » 23 362 1,182 397 530
.High School: 1=3 yre ... 2,786 I 64 - 168 175 52 522 1,210 346 248
, , 4 yra +.0. | 9,564 5 478 1,137 1,218 44T 1,729 2,574 632 - 344
- Oolleges A+3 yra Jeoe | - 4,151 1 275 730 ° 822 210 ) 714 1,019 . 248 132
] . 4 yrs or more cene 4,737 - 90 402 859 328 1,036 . 1,493 290 239
Median 8chool years a/ i , . , )
N Completed 12.7 yrs. 12.8 yrs. | 1249 yrs.| 13.4 yrs, 13.1 yrs. | 12.8 yr 12,6 yrse | 12,3 yrs. | 11.6 yrs.
. . . [
© NONVETERANS
% Number §(000'a) 47,792 | 9,600 8,520 6,512 4,345 3,801 5,13 2,765 2,032 5,078
A B . .. . . : )
W Flementary: 0-8 yrs ..., 7,602 347 435 377 478 529 1,196 1,036 701 2,503
¢ High Schooly 1-3 yrs ... 5,990 1,230 815 581 520 : 546 814 448 329 707 °
M 4 yrs +o.. | 15,612 |- 3,988 3,365 "1,891 " 1,274 1,230 11,521 753 < 604 986
£ College: 1=3 yre «.o. 8,397 3,081 1,673 W 1,366 626 422 [502 196 174 357
4 yrs or more ..., | 10,191 954 72,232 2,297 1,447 1,074 1,106 332 224 525
Median 8S8chool years : 4 ' : : . . . “
- Completed 12,7 yrs. 12.8 yra. 12.9vyrs. 13.9 yra. 12.9 yrs. 12.7 yrs. | 12.4 yrs, | 11.3 yrs. | 11.9 yra. A2 yra,
é ' 4/ Median not computed vwhen base is leas than 75,000.
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