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FOREWORD

The articles herein are the “first works” of students in Choctaw
Central High School College Preparatory Class of 1983-1984. While
this is not an authoritative Choctaw history, I think you will find the
work of some of our students of interest as they begin their quest for
Choctaw history, culture, current events, and post secondary
education.

This book has been written by the college prep class which is
funded by the United States Department of Education Indian
Education Program, Title IV, Part B. The papers in this anthology are
the students’ first effort in research and writing. The readers should not
consider these papers the work of scholars; they are the work of high
school students who are writing their first research papers. The reader
should be aware that the tribe does not endorse all the footnotes that
are used by the student authors as several of them are questioned by
tribal authorities. Researchers looking for material related to the tribe
should contact the Museum of the Southern Indian, at the tribal
address.

The CHCCE class was developed as an experiment by the
Choctaw Department of Education. Only students who are interested
in pursuing college careers attend the class; and the purpose of the
course work is to provide students with the necessary reading,
research, creative and technical composition, vocabulary
development, and study skills to succeed in post-secondary work. This
anthology is the achievement of the second CHCCE class, and
additional booklets are planned for future classes.

The papers in this publication were edited by the CHCCE staff
according to three criteria: clarity, source verification, and
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mechanics. The editors have also provided limited additional
information to expand original drafts. Variant spellings of Choctaw
names or terms appear throughout the text as cited in each source, and
spelling has been corrected where the misspelled word was considered
a typographical error.

The readers of this anthology are invited to wend their way
through these chapters, bearing in mind that the authors were
Choctaw high school students. The material in these papers consists of
primary and secondary sources; however, it is recommended that this
series be viewed only as a project by high school students, andnotasa
text book or as a source for research.

The CHCCE students and staff have my admiration and
encouragement for their dedication to the task at hand, and for thei
efforts in preparing for the future in a progressive, determined manner--
complimented with a strong foundation in Choctaw tribal history and

culture. %
Phillip Martin, Chief
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
o g
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Dedication to the CHCCE Students

As you enter a new realm of your life . . .

Touch the senses of those about,
See the beauty all around,

Hear the melodies of the universe,
Send deep for the special sound.

Sort through, pass up the unwanted,
Strive to hang on to the real you,
Explore with an open mind,

Keep your eyes on your cuiture’s view.

Dare to accept happiness,
Cherish those you love,

Taste the bounty of life,

Go beyond, around, reach above.

Become one with nature,

Remember your heritage with tender care,
Take time, always, to reach back,

To your special home, waiting there.

—dJane Anderson
Teacher and Editor
Choctaw History, Culture, and Current Events
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Tribute to the Choctaws

Natives, in titian

Adorned, by Nature’s palette,
Falter not. Seek your

Place in the sun. Crown this land

With your heritage and strength.

—Hina C. Zachary

Teacher and Editor
Choctaw History, Culture, and Current Events
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A Thought To Educators

I now give them to you, to take them by the hand and heart, and hold
them fast. [ will now only hold them by the end of their fingers.

-—Choctaw elder, upon enrolling
his grandson and daughter in
school at Mayhew Mission, to
Cyrus Kingsbury, Missionary /
Educator, Choctaw Nation, 1822.
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THE GREAT SEAL OF THE CHOCTAW NATION

The Great Seal was adopted by an Act of the Choctaw General
Council, Doaksville, I.T., Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation,
October 16, 1860.

DESCRIPTION:

The symbol of the ancient seal of the Choctaw Nation, namely:
with the words The Great Seal of The Choctaw Nation, around the
edge, and a design of an unstrung bow, with three arrows and a pipe
hatchet blended together, engraven in the center, which shall be the
proper seal of this Nation, until altered by the General Council, with the
concurrence thereof.

In the Oklahoma State Seal, the upper left hand ray shall contain
the symbol of the ancient seal of the Choclaw Nation: namely, a
tomahawk, and three crossed arrows, that symbolize a united people
and one arrow for each great Chief in history, Apuckshunnubbee,
Pushamataha and Mosholatubbee.
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We have borrie everything patiently
for this long time.
—Jjoseph Brant

CHAPTER 1

APUKSHUNNUBBEE
AND
MUSHULATUBBE

Ron York

During the early nineteenth century, the Choctaw Nation in
Mississippi was divided into three districts, with each district having its
own chief.! The three districts of the Choctaw Nation, along with the
chief of each district, included: The Southern District with Pushmataha
as chief, the Western District with Apukshunnubbee as chief, and the
Northeastern District with Mushulatubbee as chief. These three
warrior chiefs share the distinction of being the most well known of the
Choctaw chiefs during the time before Removal, and were “the first
elected chiefs of the three political districts through which the nation
was democratically governed.”?

During the period of 1786 to 1830, nine treaties were negoticzted
between the United States and the Choctaw Nation, and the chiefs’
signatures appear on five of these treaties. Pushmataha’s and
Apukshunnubbee’s names are present on the Treaty of Mount Dexter,

1The candidates for chief were nominated by the people of each district. The people voted for
each candi-late by casting sticks- long sticks sigmifying “ves”, and short sticks signifying "no”. Each
chief held office for a termof four years. it is probable that the length of the ter nof chief was borrowed
directly from the term of United States President. It seems likely that when the Choctaw Nation was
writing its 1824 Constitution, they would have made the tenn of their chief executive similar to that of
the Federal government. Interview with Keﬂnilh York, Choctaw Tribal Member, Mississippi Rand of
Choctaw Indians, Pearl River, Mississippi, October 1983.

2Herman J. Viola, Thomas L. McKenney, Architect of America’s Early Indian Policy: 1816-1830,
{Chicago The Swallow Press Inc | 1974), p. 127.
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November 16, 1805, which cleared Choctaw debts, gave the Choctaw
Nation annuities, and resulted in the acquisition by the United States of
over four million acres of Choctaw land. Pushmataha,
Apukshunnubbee, and Mushulatubbee signed the Treaty of Choctaw
Trading House, October 24, 1816, giving the United States about ten
million acres. The Choctaws were to receive six thousand dollars per
year for twenty years, plus ten thousand dollars in merchandise as
compensation. The Treaty of Doak’s Stand, October 18, 1820, gave the
United States over five millior acres. The Choctaws were to get
approximately thirteen million acres in the West. Mushulatubbee
signed the Treaty of Washington City, January 20, 1825, whereby, the
United States acquired around two million acres in Arkansas from the
Choctaw Nation. The Choctaws received six thousand dollars in
perpetual annuity; a waiver of debts; and veterans pensions. The
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, September 27, 1830, gave the United
States approximately ten and one-half million acres. The United States
used state and federal threats, backed by force, to secure the treaty
agreement.’

Gideon Lincecum offers vivid physical descriptions, and outlines
personality traits of the three warrior chiefs. Mushulatubbe:, whose
name, according to Halbert, means “Determined to Kill,"

... was a handsome man; about six {eet in height, and quite corpulent. He
possessed a lively, cheerful disposition. . . . Mushulatubbee was not very
wealthy. Having but a moderate stock of cows, and horses; and five or six
negroes. He was however, certainly rich in his family relations. He had a
house {ull of children, and two handsome wives; who, like himself, were
healthy, and somewhat corpulent. They all dwelt together in the same
house, and seemed to be very happy. One of his wives was a quarter white
biood, and had been, in her younger days quite pretty. He wasin the habit,
when visited by white people, of pointing out his pretty, fair skinned wile,
and bragging a little. But to an accurate observer, it was easily seen that his
confidence, and his alfeclions rested with the {ull blooded Chahta wile.®

1Chatles J Kappler, vomp , Indian Affars_Law and Treaties, Vol. 2 (Washington, D.C.: United
Siates Covernment Printing Office, 1904), pp. 87-319, Charles C Royce, comp., Indian Land
Cessions i the United Stafes (Washington D.C.- Umited States Government Printing Office, 1900,
reprnt od , New York Arno Press 1971), pp 672 727

1Grant Foreman, Indian Remgual (Norman, Oklahoma University of Oklahoma Press, 19761, p
51 According to T H Bau, The Creek War of 1813 and 1814, (Unwersity of Alabama Press, 1969), pp.
111 112, many indian names are ¢ sily recognizable, while others are unable to be tran..ated In
addition, many well known Indians mav “have a dozen or more names, which they use according to
caprice or circumstances -

“Gideon Lincecum, Traditianal History of the Chahta Nation, 1861 {University of Texas Library,
1932), Adenda. pp 3 4. “part collection, Neshoba County Library, Philadelptua, Mississippr ™
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Lincecum also described Apukshunnubbee, whose name,
according to Cushman, means “To Encircle and Kill.”¢6 He

. was . .. avery different man. He was a large man, tall and boney
[suc} had a down look, and was of the religious, or superstitious cast of
mind. He was, by the people of his district, calied a good man, and it was
said that he was 2 man of deep thought, and that he was quite intellectual.
The people of his district, kept him long in the office of chief; and
notwithstanding his grim looks and taciturn demeanor; 1 feel willing to
leave himw here rumor placed him; .- anintelligent good man, and a brave,
daring warrior. I know nothing of his domestic relations; and cannot say
whether his couch was or not, blessed with one, or a plurality of wives.’

Many accounts have been recorded depicting events of
Pushmataha’s life, and biographical sketches are prevalent. According
to Lincecum, Pushmataha

. was about 5 feet 10 inches in height, stood very erect; full
chest; square, broad shoulders and fine front and elevated top head,
Mouth very large; lips rather thick, eyes and nosé very good; projecting
brow, and cheek bones very prominent. He lacked a jreat deal of being
what the world calls handsome. But he had that inexplicable attribute
about him which belongs only to the truly great. . . .8

The purpose of this paper was to record some of the events in the
liv.s of Apukshunnubbee and Mushulatubbee. These vignettes,
recorded chronologically, provide some historical and personal
glimpses into the lives of Apukshunnubbee and Mushulatubbee.

*1811- 1812 *

During the spring of 1811, Tecumseh, along with thirty tribesmen,

“traveled south to visit the Choctaws and Chickasaws, with the hope of

O

enlisting their help in banding together against “a common foe, the
paie-face intruders and oppressors of their race. ... They entered the
Choctaw Nation in the district over which Apukshunnubbee was the
ruiing chief and there they pitched their camp.”™ Tecumseh was shown
to Apukshunnubbee’s home where he became a guest.

¢H.B Cushman, Mistory of the Choctaw, Clickasaw and Natchez Indians (New York Russell
& Russell, 1962), p. 73.

Lincecum. Traditional History of the Chahta Nation, 1861, Adenda, vp 5 6

Mod.p 6

*H B Cushman, History of the Choctaw, Clickasaw and Natchez Indians, pp 244 245

RIC R
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At once Apukshunnubbee summoned the warriors of the district to
convene in council, al which a resolution was passed calling the enlire
Choctaw Nation to assemble in a great council, extending the invitation
alike to thy Chickasaw Nation, stating as a reazor, that it was through the
request of Tecumseh, as an ambassador of the Shawnees. . . .1

Later that year, “. .. when the celebrated Tecumseh visited the
southern tribes to enlist them in a general coalition against whites . ..
Pushmataha, Mashuletubbee, Hopiah-skatena, and other renowned
leaders were present. . . . Pushmataha was the steadfast friend of the
whites, but Mashuletubbee” wavered in his support and Hopiah-
skatena was “decidedly hostile” towards the whites. However,
Pushmataha admonished Mashuletubbee and Hopiah-skatena, and
“Tecumseh abruptly departed, followed by his retinue of Northern
Indians, uttering in their own tongue, a bitter imprecation.”*!

in the ensuing War of 1812, the Choctaws “did not seriously
contemplate . . ., at any time, joining forces with [Great] Britain or
Tecumseh against the United States. . .. Largely through the efforts of
Pushmataha and another great Choctaw chief, Mushulutubbee, the
Choctaw warriors initially remained apart from the conflict,” However,
after the Creeks attacked Fort Mims in Alabama, the Choctaws, led by
Pushmataha, joined General Claiborne in the Creek War; and
afterwards, joined General Andrew Jackson, at Mobile, against the
British, 12

* 1819 - 1822 *

Educational needs were a concern, and meny Choctaws were
interested in the establishment of schools and inissions in their
districts. Cushman records an incident when Apukshunnubbee gave
money to establish a school at Eliot Mission. In 1819, the Choctaws met
in national council where one of the subjects discussed was schools.
Cyrus Kingsbury attendad this meeting and proposed that those that
wanted a school established should subscribe money or livestock. This
suggestion was accepted at once by the council “and a considerable
amount of money was subscribed.” Apukshunnubbee gave two
hundre 1 dollars. 13

Oloid , p 245

nd FH. Claborne, Misgissipor gs a Provnce, Terrtory. _and Stale (Spartanburg, South
Carolina The Repnnt Company, 1978), p 487

2Arthur H DeRosier. Jr . [he Remoyal of the Choctaw Inwans (New York Harper and Row.
1972}, pp 34 36

OH B Cushmaen, _i;{g_tow q[ the Choctaw, Chickasaw and Najchez Indians, p 73

X



‘he Choctaws’ wish, to have schools and missions built in their
nation, became a reality through their efforts, along with the assistance
of David Folsom, Cyrus Kingsbury, John Pitchlynn, and others.
Mayhew and ot were two of several missions estabiished in various
parts of the Choctaw Nation. The schools at Mayhew and Eliot were
operated by Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury and Rev. Cyrus Byington.

In 1820, Apukshunnubbee, Mushulatubbee, and seven other
chiefs visited Eliot and were pleased with the children’s progress. They
“exhorted the children in strains of native eloquence to learn the
teachings of the Holisso Holitopa. . . Book Holy (Rible) which told
them how to be good.”!

In 1822, Mushulatubbee visited Mayhew for the closing exercises
of the school’s first session. This was attended by many parents and
friends, and Mushulatubbee, along with many of his chieftains and
warriors. Upon seeing the improvement of the children,
Mushulatubbee remarked:

Such a thingwas not knawn here when lwas a boy. Lhad heard of 1t but did
cicd not expect ta see 1t Frejowce that Thave hved to see it You must rund
vour teachers, and learn all you can [ hope | shall ive o see our councils
filled with the boys who are now in this school, and that you will then know
much more than we know and do much better than we do ©

Cushman states that Mushulatubbee did live to see many children
attend the schools that came to be established in the Choctaw Nation.
Mushulatubbee was present at the opening session of the next school
year with two sons and a nephew who were going o attend the school.
An aged Choctaw man, who took his grandson and daughtcr to te
school, expressed these sentiments to Mr. Kingsbury: "I now give them
to you, to take them by the hand and the heart, and hold them fast. [ will
now only hold them by the end of their fingers.” '

* 1820 *

Preliminary negotiations for the Treaty of Doak’s Stand took place
in the fall of 1820. During these negotiations, Apukshunnubbee and
Pushmataha arrived at the Choctaw Treaty Ground on October 3,
1820, with seventy or cighty men. Pushmataha and his warriors
accepted the rations provided by the United States, but
Apukshunnubbee ordered his headmen and warriors not to accept any
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provisions, His explanation was that he had no intentions of granting
any requests made by the President, and that he did not want to cause
the President any expense. Apukshunnubbee’s conduct was described
as disrespectful by Commissioners Andrew Jackson and Thomas
Hinds, who also told him they understood that “many wicked efforts
had been made to prevent a full council of the nation” in order to defeat
treaty efforts.!’

On October 6th, Mushulatubbee reached the *reaty ground “with
only two of his headmen and warriors of the district under his
command,” but said that others were on the way. The commissioners
wanted to schedule the President’s address for October 9th, but
Apukshunnubbee announced that the Choctaws were going to have “a
great ball-play”. The commissioners said then, that the talk would be
given on October 10th. Jackson and Hinds delivered the address,
which was to convince the Choctaws that the treaty was to “promote
the interest and happiness of all . . . Choctaw children,” not to deprive
them of their home. They were told that it was the President’s desire to
provide a “better country where they . . . [could] enjoy more comfort
and contentment.” Schools, White settlers, hunting, farming, tribal
unity, and other topics were covered in the President’s message. After
the talk, Apukshunnubbee requested that the proceedings, including
talks by the Indian chiefs and headmen, be put in writing to avoid any
possible misrepresentations by “designing and mischievous persons.”
The commissioners granted his request,!8

On October 13th, Apukshunnubbee’s reluctance to negotiate is
evidenced by his announcement that the Choctaws were going to have
another ball-play, and stated that he “did not wish to mix
business. . ..” He said they would play ball that day and hold council the
next day. When the talks resumed on October 15th, Apukshunnubbee
“stated that he would consent to an exchange of a small part of his
country, but not as much as his father, the President of the United
States had proposed. . . .” Finally, though, after days of deliberations,
negotiations, and treaty <larifications, Apukshunnut:bee, along with
other chiefs and headmen, signed the treati’ on October 20, 1820.19

American State Papers Documents, Legislative and Executive of the Congress of the Urited
Siates. i votumes Washington, D C Gales and Seaton, 1832 1861 Class 2 Indian Affairs, 2

vonumes tWashington, 1832 {834y, p 234

v pp 235247

divd |, pp 2718 241




* 1824 *

Three different versions of the death of Apukshunnubbee have
been recorded:

First version: :

Cushman states that Apukshunnubbee was a pureblood
Choctaw; faithful in his duties as chief, a quiet unobtrusive “man of
sterling merits, whose name is held in grateful and proud remembrance
by his people to this day.” His people were saddened by his early death.

He lost his hfe by accidently stepping off a balcony at night, at a hotel in
Maysville, Kentucky, his neck being dislocated by the fall, while going to
Washimngton Cily as a delegate with Pushmalaha and others of his Nation.
Lutle has been preserved of Apukshunnubbee's life but that he was an
honest man

Second version:
From an obituary in the Southern Luminary, the following;

O venerable neighbor, the virtuous Indian, the {riend of the Whites, the
Mingo Puckshenubbee, 1s no more! At Maysuille {Ky. } on his way, with a
deputation of Chactaw [sic] chiefs and Warriors from the Nation to
Washington Ciy, this aged Warrior and Chief fell from the abutments of
the rGad to the landing, upon the stone pavement below, fifteen or lwenty
feet, and recewed such injury that his soul soon winged its way 1o that
Greal Spirnt The cavalry and hght infantry of Maysville accompanied
his remains to the Methodist Church, where an appropnate sermon was
preached by the Rev. Mr. Crowne, which was followed by an interesting
address by Col Robert Cole in the Chactaw tongue. The \dlngoes
Mashuletubbee and Pushmattaheh were of the delegation !

Third version:

According to Viola, when Pushmataha, Apukshunnubbee, and
Mushulatubbee left Mississippron September 24, 1824 for Washington,
D.C., the finest Choctaw talent was gathered m that group.

The Indums reached Washingran the last week ot October, and M Kenney
lodaged them at doshua Tennson's hotel on the south side of Pennsglvania
Avenue between Twelith and Thirteenth Streets, a short, refreshing walk
from the War Department The eighty five vear old Puckshenubbe had
Slier o hes death homa fog shrouded preaipree while stretching his legs at

rest stop
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* 1825 *

The present-day town of Mashulaville is located in the wc tern
part of Noxubee County, Mississippi, and is the site of one of
Mushulatubbec’s homes.2? William L ove depicts an incident in the life
of Mushulatubbee that reflects his hospitality.

In the summer of 1825 three citizens of Pickens county [sic], Ala.,
Saunders, Hawkins and Lacey, came over into the Choctaw nation tobuy
stock. One evening they arrived at the home of Moshulitubbee and asked
the privilege of spending the night, which was cheerfully granted. Saunders
and Lacey ate and slept in the house and were bountifully entertained bul
Hawkins declined all entreaties and slept in the yard, under a tree. Early
next morning, on coming out, Moshulitubbee observed Hawkins parclung
corn. At such a sight, under the circumstances, the old mings became
enraged, and in broken English exclaimed mc.. contemptuously:
“Hawkins, you hog! you no gentleman! Saunders and Lacey, they
gentlemen!! They eat at my table and sleep in my bed. Yuu hog. You eat my
corn and sleep under tree.” Hawkins, with no alternative, was compelled in
silence to endure the scorn of the old chief and impatiently await the
pleasure of his companions. Moshulitubtee evidently considered such
action a reflection upon his hospitality and a slight upon his dignit'- as one of
the great men of his nation, and resented it in unmistakable lerms. %

*1828 - 1834 *

The subject of Indian removal was a national issue by the time that
"Andrew Jackson became a candidate for president [sic] in 1828.” A
bill, known as the Indian Removal Bill, was enacted into law on May 28,
1830, and reflected a federal policy that was favorable to Indian
removal. Jackson made plans to send Secretary of War, John H.
Eaton, and U.S. Commissioner, John Coffee, to negotiate with the
Choctaws. Some contact and preparation toward this meeting had
been made with Greenwood Leflore, “a shrewd half-breed member of
the tribe,” who was very influential, intelligent, ambitious, and
perceptive where his personal interests were concerned.*

When Jackson was elected in 1828, the urgency for Indian removal
increased. Because of this, the Choctaws divided into political factions.
The two parties that evolved were the Republican Party, largely made
up of full-bloods, led by Mushulatubbec, who had allied with the

2Grant Foreman, Choctaw Removal tNorman, Oklahoma Umiversity of Oklahoma Press,
1976). p 51 n 20

HWilham A Love, "Mingo Moshulitubbee s Praime Village,” The Mississippr Elstorcal Soceny, 7
(1903) 375376

#Grant Fareman, Indian Remaovel p 21 22
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Pitchlynns,” and the Christian Party, mostly mixed-bloods, led by
David Folsom und Greenwood Leflore. At this time, September 1829,
the Christian Party was against removal; bu!l Mushulatubbee
exhausted by the political struggling, consulted with his supporters and
agreed to emigration. Later, "Folsom . . . did an about-face and
announced his willingness to consider emigration, while
Moshuiatubbee prepared to remain in Mississippi as a citizen of the
state. . . .” This change of events occurred after the “state of Mississippi
extended her laws over the tribe.” Then, on March 15th, Greenwood
Leflore was eclected by the Christian Party, "Chief of the entire
Nation."2e

After "Leflore assumed the role of chief of the tribe,” he
encouraged the council to immediately decide therr “[uture course”. A
document, slating their decision to cede their Mississippi land and
move to the West, was sent to Washington. A second document, a
protest from those “chiefs and leading men who were not in sympathy
with the ambitious Leflore,” followed. "When both documents were
submitted to the Senate, the treaty was rejected. . . ./

In April, Leflore "wrote to Mushulatubbee an arrogant letter which
he signed as "Chief of Choctaw Nation,” telling Mushulatubbee that he
must abdicate as chief. "Shortly after, Mushulatubbee, and Nitakechi
appealed to Agent Ward (o prevent a threatened invasion of their
districts by an army of a thousand men under Leflore and Folsom.”
Tensions steadily grew untl o disturbance broke out on July 14, at a
council gathering ™

Mushulatubbee and about one thousand warriers two to three
hundred armed were camped near the Factory, a trading house.
Leflore, with about fifteen hundred warriors eight 1o nine hundred
armed- | senl a message to Mushulatubbee warning him 1o give up his
commission. . ..

Two or three messages of the same importat different times, were geeen to
M and 1o all which he gave answers af utter disdam, and defiance This
may be considered as an ontrage. as Leflore mast have come at feast two
hundred mues tor the ourpose of chastisimg Mushulatubbee, tor his
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Intertribal conflict followed the signing of the removal treaty.
Mushulatubbee, who had signed the treaty "argued that his people had
a right to remain on their ancient lands even though the state had
extended its laws over them.” Threats by “dissident Choctaws” were
made against the chiefs, who were accused of accepting bribes in
exchange for their signatures on the treaty.’ Finally, “with the treaty
signed and opposition quelled, the process of removal began asearly as
October, 1830, in Leflore’'s Northwestern District. A conflict over
leadership prevented such dispatch in Moshulatubbee’s Northeastern
District.”"

Bitier from all that had transpired, Mushulatubbee and some of his
followers had decided to find a place to live on the Arkansas River,
instead of locating on the Red River where others had chosen to move.
Now, he was opposed to the missionaries and their teachings, and
angry with the government for financing "the education of their
children.” On January 16, 1831, Mushulatubbee decided to abdicate as
chief as soon as removal began. He recommended the nomination of
Peter P. Pitchlynn “as his successor to have charge of the emigration of
his {action. This selection was confirmed in council by his followers.”3?
Pitchlynn’s position after the treaty signing had been accepted by the
Choctaws; however, the Christian party members refused to
recognize the election and “continued to look to David Folsorn as
captain and chief.”3

After removal from the Missi=sippi homeland, Mushulatubbee and
Nitakechi had moved with their people to the West. Greenwrood
Leflore had abandoned his people upon removal, and had chosen to
stay in Mississippi where he had become quite prosperous. Since his
people were without a chief, an election was held and Thomas Leflore
became chief on July 7, 1834. Mushulatubbee and Nitakechi had been
elected chiefs in their districts but Joseph Kincaid soon succeeded
Mushulatubbee.

v Ranald Sat., American Indian Policy, n the Jacksoman Era (Lincoln, Nebraska Universiy ot
Nebiraska Press, 1975), pp 70 71
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* 1838 *

As recorded by Foreman, the year 1838 was a difficult year for the
Choctaws. Drought had ruined the crops and sickness and many
deaths “throughly discouraged the Indians. In this state they vielded to
the lure of intoxicants, brought into the country by the white

people. . . .7¥

The following account of Mushulatubbee’s death, found in the
Draper Manuscript Collection, gives further evidence of the plight of

the Choctaws in 1838:

Besides other disastrous ifluences, when the Chickasaw Indians arrved
in the Choctary Nation in 1838 they brought with them the smallpos which,
spreading through the Nation, was particularly devastating on the
Arkansas River where 1t caused the deaths of tour or five hundred
Choctaw people, the breaking up of schools and neglect of crops Durmg
this epidenuc thers occurred near the Choctaw agency e death of
Mushulatubbee, the famous Choctaw chief He died August 30, 1838, at
the age of seventy five or eighly years ™ '

Another account of Mushulatubbee's death is recorded by

Cushman:

Maoshulatubbee through whose vemns anadulterated Choctaw blood alone
coursed, and of which he was justly proud. moved with his people to thew
present homes, where he spent the lew remammg vears of s e
encouragimg  ther despondmg hearts 1o nise above mistortune and
adversity. Though not a fluent speaker . .. he spoke vnith a dignified but
gentle humiiity. . . He hved several years beyond the aliotted hife of man,
reaching nearly four score years nd ten. He died at heme among his
friends and people, honored, respected and loved by his nation. !

Events relating the lives of Apukshunnubbee and Mushulatubbee
are somewhat difficult to locate; yet, it is the hope of this writer, that
the compilation of these events will inspire others to continue the
search. The efforts of these two great chiefs to build ind o retan a

great Choctaw Nation, have not been in vain.
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CHAPTER 2

CHOCTAW CEREMONIES
Cira Isaac

The Choctaws have a rich cultural heritage, and they are proudly
striving to preserve this inheritance. In the past, traditional ceremonies
were an integral part of Choctaw life, and added a vivid dimension to
tribal life style. Many of the ceremonies, passed from generation to
generation, have undergone change.

Marriage has always been a popular ceremony because it is a
joyous occasion for the {umilies involved. To this day, a few Choctaws
still observe the traditional wedding ceremony, Long ago, aczording to
Halbert, when a young man found a young woman that he wanted to
marry, he would wait for an opportunity to find her alone, and then
gently throw pebbles that would fall around her feet. After throwing
pebbles a few times, she would acknowledge this gesture, and let him
know whether or not she was interested in his intentions. Another
means by which a young man could make his intentions known was to
lay his hat or handkerchief on her bed. !f this suit was acceptable to the
young woman, the hat or handkerchief would remain on the bed,
otherwise it was removed instantly.!

Another interpretation is related by an anonymous French
authority.

When a vouth wishes to marry, he goes to find the father and the
mother of the gir! whom he desires. After having made his reque:t he
throws before the mother some strings of glass beads, and beixe the
father a breechclout. If they take the presents it is a sign of their
cunsent, . . .2

‘Henry S. Halber!, *Courtship and Marriage Among the Choctaws of Mississippi®, American
Noturahst 16 (1882); 222.224, “cited by" John R. Swanton, Source Muaterial for the Social ond
Teremomol Life of the Choclaw Indians (Washington, D.C.: United States Governiment Printing
Office, 1931), p 131. -

Memarrs of the American Anthropological Association, vol. 5, no. 2, 1918, pp. 60-61, quotedin
John R, Swanton, source Material Jor the Social and Ceremonial Life of the Choctaw Indiang, p. 127.
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Following is an account of certain wedding customs observed as
late as the twentieth century:
The week belore the wedding the groom provided a dinner for the wedding
feast. The wedding dance was held the night before the ceremony, The
nex! morning the people gathered at the ball ground. One or two men
made a talk telling the groom his duties to the wife. Then, the chief madea
short talk, after which the groom made a short speech and promised to
take the grl, work and make her a living, and always be friends to her
people. This ceremony was followed by a dinner, astick ball game, and war
dance. [Then,] the wedding party was over and all returned to their
homes.3
The Choctaws had traditional wedding clothing. The clothing was
made of deerskin and trimmed with feathers.Wooden beads as large as
acorns, or dyed chinquapen nuts, were worn as ornaments.*

Today, some of the old customs are still observed. When a girl
decides to marry, she usually makes her own dress. The girl’'s mother
asks the bay’s parents to supply the material for the dress and apron.
Three traditional foods--bread, meat, and coffee--are provided by the
boy’s family.

Frierds and relatives are invited to attend the ceremony, and they
usually bring gifts of food. “Walak¥” {(dumplings) and “banaha” (corn
meal mixed with peas) are foods used during the ceremony. The
women of the girl’'s family provide the “walak¥”, and the men of the
girl's family provide the "banaha”. (Recipes follow text.)

BRefore the ceremony begins, the girl’'s family eats, while the boy's
family assembles approximately a mile away. As soon as the girl’s family
has finished eating, the boy and his family begin walking toward the
girl's house. Two spokesmen, ustally respected elders, are selected
from each side of the family to direct the ceremony. As the boy’s family
approaches the girl's house, the boy’s spokesman shouts, “We are
coming!” The girl’s spokesman shouts, "Come on!”

At the ceremony site, two chairs are positioned side by side, and
on each i5 placed a red cloth cr blanket, "Walak31" is placed at the side
of the girl’s chair, and “banaha” is placed at the side of the boy’s chair.
Next, the groom’s family places ribbons on the bride’s head. The
vibbons are then collected by the bride’s brothers on behalf of her
family.

Charlie Mitchell Beckett, “The Choctaw indians m Mississipp Since 1830" (M A thesis,
Oklahoma Agniculturai and Mechanical College, 1949), pp 6162

tJohn R Swanton, Source Material for the Sociai and Ceremorial Life of the Choctaw Indian
(Washiigton, D C - U ateu d1at>s Government Printing Office. 1931}, p. 43.
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As the ceremony ends, both families congratulate the couple. Now,
there exists a bond between these families that was created through this
ceremony. It is an unwritten law tnat this relationship is more important
than ima.erial possessions. The {amilies are now obligated to be kind to one
another.s

Another ceremony was the funeral ritual, generally abserved in
the following manner: When a sick person was near death, the doctor
left him and informed the relatives that he would not recover. Women
would then come “wash his body, paint him, daub his face,” and dress
him in his finest clothes. Then they would place him on the ground near
the front of the door, and his wife would lie on his stomach and weep,
joined by his nearest relatives, It was customary to hire criers, who
joined in mourning before and after death occurred.t

Upon the Choctaw’s death, the relatives erected a coffin-shaped
cabin and covered it with a blanket or bear skin. They placed food,
drink, extra shoes, ornaments, and weapons next to the body. The
Choctaws believed the spirit was going into another world, and that it
had to be prepared for the,journey.

During a scaffold burial,

The body remained on the scaffold for up to six menths, during which time,
members of the immediate family were in formal mourningand wept at the
scaffold for a short period each day. After the body was decomposed,
friends, relatives, and an official called a bone-picker were invited to return
for the final rites. The mourners surrounded the scaffold weeping and
singing songs of lamentation while the bone-picker separated the bones
from the remaining flesh and carefully cleaned them. Bone-pickers used no
implements in this process, relying on fingernails which were allowed to
grow long for this purpose. The flesh was burned or buried, and the head
painted red. The bones were then deposited in a mortuary box or cane
basket marked with the family symbol. All then took part in a funeral feast,
alter which they joined in a solemn procession carrying the remains to the
bone-house which was a small elevated house open on each end. The
bone-house contained only the remains of that group, for it was believed
irreligious to place bones of strangers with those of relatives.’

*Sharron Cauthen, "Chouiaw Wedding Ceremony,” 1 A Choctaw Anthology, eds Jane
Anderson and Kenmth York (Philadelphia, Mississippi: Choctaw Heritage Press, 1982), p 11

tJohn R Swanton, Source Materwal for the Social and Ceremorual Life of the Chootiw Inchans,
p 170 ) o

“John H Peterson, Jr, "The Choctaws i Mussissippy, the Pascagoula, Acolapissa, and
Bayogoula™ {unpubhshed manuscript, Mississippr State Universaity). p 28

19 n

MC e

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



During the early years of the nineteenth century, burial of the dead
began to replace the bone-picking custoni.8 During the latter part of the
nineteenth century, burial was as follows: “The actual burial was a
drawn out affair. The body was placed in the grave and covered with
earth. Two short poles and one tall pole were placed on either side of
the grave to let strangers know that a member of the tribe was
dead. . ..”® After a mourning period of thirty days, followed by feasting
and dancing,

The head man announced it was time for the last cry, and all went to the
grave where everyone except the head man and pole pullers knelt on the
ground and wept loudly. At the big cry the poles were pulled. As the pole
pullers left the grave with the poles, all mourners ceased to mourn. The
crowd left the vicinity of the grave, but the immediate family lingered. A
lock of hair was clipped from the head of the mourning womenand mento
be left at the grave.!®

Dancing and a great feast, prepared for the occasion, followed the
burial. After the dance, the deceased was never spoken of to any
member of the family, because it was believed that the one spoken to
would soon follow the deceased to the grave. “There were but few
established cemeteries. Occasionally, babies were buried under the
house in the yard of the parents. Older people were usually buried near
the home. !

Today, the Choctaws observe funeral customs similar to the non-
Indian way. The body is held in state at a funeral home or in the
deceased’s home; and after the funeral service, burial is in a cemetery.

Ceremonial functions also included dancing, which was and still is,
important to the Choctaws. Today, three dances celebrated are: Social
Dances, Animal Dances, and War Dances. According to Edward John,
Choctaw Communications Officer, the Social Dances are for fun. The
"Jump Dance” is a dance that expresses gratitude. "Stealing Partriers”
is a courting dance, during which each person chooses a partner. The
"Friendship Dance”, a dance similar to the “Quail Dance”, is not
performed often. The “Wedding Dance” is special, and anyone can
dance as long as they are not related. However, since, many in the
group are related, they dance just for exhibition or demonstration, not
for any significance. The “Walk Dance” is the last dance performed at

tHenry S. Halbert, "Funeral Customs of the Mississippt Choctaws,” Mississipp Histonical
Sociely 3 {1900}): 356.

sReckett, “The Choctaws i Mississippt Since 1830.7 py. 24.25
b
Hd., p. 26. )
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an occasion. In the old days, the Choctaws would dance all night; then,
just preceding the dawn, the "Walk Dance” would take place. Allwould
silently face east toward the rising sun, and dance.

The Animal Dances represent the behavior and movement of
certain animals and reflect the animals’ usefulness to the Choctaws.
Through the “Quail Dance”, the Choctaws learn the art of camouflage.
The "Duck Dance” portrays the graceful motions of the duck and the
usefulness of the feathers, meat, and bones. The "Raccoon Dance”
imitates the playfulness of the racoons in the forest. The “Snake
Dance” is the favorite ariong the younger Choctaws because it imitates
the movement of the snake. The Choctaws consider snakes helpful
because they eat insects and rodents that destroy crops.

Long ago, the "Corn Dance”, classified as an Animal Dance, was a
special dance performed during the Harvest Festival, usually held in
July or August. According to Choctaw legend, corn was first brought
to the Choctaws by a bird, and the dance honors this event. “Drunk
Dance” is another name for the “Corn Dance”, probably because
whiskey is sometimes made form corn. The dance, performed in the
shape of a "V”, is a happy, joyous dance.

The Choctaw War Dances were unique in comparison with other
Native American tribes because the women danced also. The
Choctaws seldom went to war; but if it became necessary to defend
their homes and land, they would fight. Preceding a battle, they danced
for eight days for the purification of the warriors. The War Dances
consisted of two dances--the "Fast War Dance” and the “Four Step”.!?

Today, a group of dancers, the “Pearl River Dancers”, perform
samples of Choctaw dances several times a year. Edward John stated
that approximately twenty-four dancers, a drummer, and a chanter are
taken along to perform. Any number can participate, as long as there s
an equal number of males and females. The dancers, who range from
ages twelve to fifty, have their own versions, but generally follow the
traditional forms.

The group does not consider itself a club; but they have been
dancing together for so long, that being a group became automatic.
The Pearl River Dancers perform about eight times a year, including
the Choctaw Fair. They attend certain annual events and have traveled
to Tuscalcosa and Birmingham, Alabama; New Orleans, Louisiana;
Memphis, Tennessee; and many cities in Mississippi, including
Natchez.

On the Choctaw Reservation, the dancers perform annually at the
Choctaw Fair, on American Indian Day, and during the Thanksgiving

nterview with Edward John, Choctaw Communscations QOfficer, Mississippi Band of Choclaw
Indwans, Pearl Rwer, Mississippr, 13 February 1984,
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Feast. During a performance, which usually lasts approximately forty-
five minutes to one hour, the dancers perform about twelve dances,
representative of all three dance types: Social, Animal, and War.

No real symbolism is attached to the native “dress” worn for
dancing. The style of the apparel may be representative of the French
influence. This includes the black pants, the hat, and the high-heeled
boots worn by the men, and the dress style worn by the women.
Beadwork design, besides being decorative, originally disclosed the
clan of the wearer; but now beads are worn for decoration and color.

In addition to the Pearl River Dancers, the reservation
communities of Bogue Chitto and Conehatta have their own dance
groups. At the annual Choctaw Fair, the Pearl River Dancers perform
by themselves at an appointed time; then the Bogue Chitto and )
Conehatia Dancers perform. On the last night, all three groups
perform together.!?

Change is inevitable as traditional ceremonies are passed from
generation to generation. In an endeavor to retain as much of the
culture as possible, the Choctaws encourage their youth to learn about
the ceremonies.

To explore this, a survey was conducted during January, 1984,
from a sample of Choctaw Central High School students. Thirty out of
approximately two hundred students, or fifteen percent, were involved
in the survey.

Three separate questionnaires were constructed (o gain
information about the Choctaw Wedding Ceremony, Choctaw
Funeral Customs, and Choctaw Social Dancing. Each questionnaire
contained .en questions:

o "thdd :3 ;3
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SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE
CHOCTAW WEDDING CEREMONY

Have you ever been to a traditional Chorctaw wedding?
Yes No

Do you think the Choctaws should retain the traditional
ceremony?

Yes No

If your parents and the person you intended to marry wanted to

have a traditional ceremony, would you have one?
Yes No

. Describe your feelings in regard to the traditional wedding

ceremony? —

If you were planning to get married, what kind of ceremony
would you have?

( ) Traditional Choctaw wedding

( ) Contemporary church wedding

( ) Civil ceremony (with a Justice of the Peace)

Have any of your family members had a traditional Choctaw
wedding?
Yes No If so, who?

Why don’t more young people have the traditional ceremony
today?

. What community are you from?

How many {raditional Choctaw weddings have been held in
your community in the past year? (An approximate guess is
O.K)

How many contemporary church weddings have been held in
your community in the past year? (An approximate guess is
O.K.)

)
4
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STUDENT RESPONSES (N=30)

1.

($4]

CHOCTAW WEDDING CEREMONY

Have you ever been to a traditional Choctaw wedding?
10 Yes 20 No

Do you think the Choctaws should retain the traditional
ceremony?
17 Yes 7 No 6 Don't know

If your parents and the person youintended te marry wanted to
have a traditional ceremony, would you have one?
9 Yes 18 No 3 Don't know

Describe your feelings in regard to the traditional wedding
ceremony.

1 “"We need to keep the tradition.”
“It's an old custom and should be in church.”
“Never thought about it.”
“It's not legal anymore.”
“II's a way of getting married, a custom of the
Choctaws.”
"It shows the Choctaws still have tracitional ways.”
"I've never been to one, but I think [ would like to see
one.

back ek pad et

1“1 would not know how to go about it.”
1 "It would take too much time and it's boring.”
1 "It's important to the Choctaw Tribe.”

20 No response

If you were planning to get married, what kind of ceremony

would you have?
3 Traditional Choctww wedding
19 Contemporary church wedding

2  Civii ceremony
6 Undecided

Have any of your family members had a traditional Choctaw

wedding?
3  VYes 24 No 3 Don't know

Why don't more young people have the traditional ceremony

today?
2  "They [ollow the white people’s way.”
2 "They should, to keep the tradition.”

34 24



1 “"Maybe too shy.” .

1 "Because young people don’t know about it.”

1 "They feel they don’t have to continue the tradition.”
1 “Because they don’t know how.”

1 "They want what is modern.”

1 "Prefer church wedding.”

I "It's boring.”

9

1 No response

8. What community are you from?
13 Pearl River

5 Bogue Chitto

Tucker

Conehatta

Red Water

Standing Pine

[SEE FOIIN N - N &

9. How many traditional Choctaw weddings have been held in
your community in the past year? (An approximate guess is
0O.K)

9 None

& One

2 Two

1 Four

1 Five

1 Ten

0

1 Don’t know

10. How many contemporary church weddings have been held in
your community in the past year? (An approximate guess is
O.K.

One

Two

Four

None

One or Two

Two or three

Forty

Fifty

Two hundred

Don’t know

o ] 3%
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SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE

CHOCTAW FUNERAL CUSTOMS

1. What do you know about the old Choctaw funeral customs?

2. Do you think the old funeral customs should be used today?
Yes No Why or why not?

3. What are the present Choctaw funeral customs?

4. Whatis a “cry” ceremony?

5. Do Choctaws still hold “cry” cerernonies?
Yes No

6. Describe the bone picker’s job.

7. What was a bone house?

8. What is a scaffold burial?

9. What was the purpose of the burial mounds and how were they
used?

10.  What were the mourning customs?




STUDENT RESPONSES (N=30)
CHOCTAW FUNERAL CUSTOMS

1. What do you know about the old Choctaw funeral customs?

“A little about it.”

1 "They were for religious reasons, and for the dead
person to be able to live after death.”

1 “Just know they used scaffold burial.”

1 "The Choctaws were placed on a scaffold. After a
person died, you must never speak his name again.”

1 "Scaffold burials; pole puilings; sitting position: then
burial.”

1 "I know only about the scaffold burials and bone
pickers.”

1 “Never been to one.”

23 “Nothing at all.”

™o

Do you think the old funeral customs should be used today?
2 Yes
14 No
6 Don't know
& No response

Why or why not?
1 "No, because it belongs in the past.”

“No, many of our customs have changed.”
“No, modern funeral customs should be used.”
“This is questionable.”
“Yes, so that we would know what it is all about.”
“No, because before they finished the ceremony, the
body would be rotten.”

1 "No, it is out of style.”
23 No response

et pmd e pomd el

3. What are the present Choctaw funeral customs?

1 "Keep the body in the house for two days, then go to
church and bury them.”

1 “The dead person is placed in a coffin.”

1 "Funeral homes are in charge--most of the time, they
bury the deceased in a coffin.”

1 "They are kept in the house {or two days and then
buried.”
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1 "Dress the dead person, put make-up on his/her face,
and put the body in a casket.”

1 "Place the dead person in the ground.”

1 "They cry, weep, and have a church service, then
burial.”

1 “Keep the deceased in his/her home for three days--
take the body to church and have a service.”

22 No response

4. What is a cry ceremony?

1 "Where everbody cries.”

1 "People cry during the wait [sic].”

1 "When a person dies, there is awake in the home. The
head of the casket must face east. There is a church
service and burial.”

1  “The women of the dead would get together and cry
for a period of time.”

1 "Everybody cries.”

1 "Relatives mourn for one month after the death.”

24 No response

5. Do Choctaws still hold cry ceremonies?

4 Yes
9 No
17 Don't know

6. Describe the bane picker's job.
16 "To pick the flesh off the dead person’s body.”
2 "Has long fingernails and picks the flesh from the
bones.”
2 "Cleans the bones and puts them in a box.”
"Picks the remaining flesh and buries it.”
8 "Don’t know.”

Do

7. What was a bone house?
12 "The place where they kept the dead people’s bones.”

2 A house made out of bones.”

1 "A shelter for sioring bones.”

1 “Bone pickers keep the bones there.”

1 “This is where the bones were placed and buried.”

1 "Where the bone picker put the bones before burying

then.”
1 "When the bone picker finished with the body, it was

put in the bone house for later use.”
1 “"Don’t know.”
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8. What is a scaffold burial?
4 "Where a dead person is placed.”
1 “Put the body on a scaffold and leave it for a month
or so.”
1 "A person was wrapped in his robes and put on the
scaffold with his belongings.”
1 "An old traditional burial where the body is placed on
four poles and a platform to hold the body.”
1 "Abodyis put in abear skinand placed on a platform.”
1 "The body was put on a platform wrapped in animal
skins.”
"When they put the deceased in the coffin.”
1 "When an Indian died, they placed him on a bed high
up in the air.” _
1 “The body was kept on this.”
18 "Don't know.”

9. What was the purpose of the burial mounds and how were
they used?
2 "The dead person was placed here to be buried.”
“Where you lay the body on four long poles.”
"Lay the body in the center and burn it.”
“To store bones.”
“For burial worship.”
“The mounds were established for the cornmunity to
bury the body and family.”
23 "Don’t know,”
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10.  What were the mourning customs?
1 "Where the relatives cry for several days.”
1 “The relative mourns for the ‘dear one’ by not eating or
washing himself.”
28 "Don’t know.”

29




SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE
CHOCTAW SOCIAL DANCES

1. Have you ever participated in Choctaw sociai dancing?
Yes No

2. Do your parents or other family members participate in
Choctaw social dancing?
Yes No

3. List as many Choctaw dances as possible.

4. List the dances that you know how to do.

5. What is * nur favorite dance?

6. What is the most important Choctaw dance?

7. What is the last dance of a social dancing ceremony?

Why?
8. Should young children be taught the traditional Choctaw
dances?
Yes No Why or why not?

9. Do you think the traditional dance ceremonies should be
retained?
Yes No Why or why not?

10. Besides the dancers, who participates in the social dances?
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STUDENT RESPONSES (N=30)
CHOCTAW SOCIAL DANCES

1. Have you ever participated in Choctaw social dancing?
20 Yes 10 No

2. Do your parents or other family members participate in Choctaw
social dancing?

8 Yes 22 No
3. List as many dances as possible.
22 Snake 11 Jump
20 Fast War 10 Friendship
17 Walk 10 Two Step
15 Drunk 8 Four Step
14 Duck 7 Quall
13 Stealing Partners 5 Corn
13 Rabbit 3  Mosquito
13 Wedding 1 Turkey
12 Slow 1 War
12 Turtle 3 No response

12 Raccoon

4. List the dances that you know how to do.

18 Snake 7 Walk

16 Fast War 7 Raccoon

11 Stealing Partners 5 Four Step

10 Drunk 3 Corn

10 Duck 3 Quail

8 Friendship 1 Round

8 Turtle 1 Mosquito

8 Jump 1 Two Step

8 Wedding 8 No response
5. What is your favorite dance?

8 Stealing Partners 1 Friendship

& Snake 1 Round

5 Fast War 1 Wedding

2 Walk 6 No response

6. What is the most important Choctaw dance?

6 Walk 1 Animal
6 Fast War 1 Plains
4 Friendship 1 Wedding
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2 Snake 8 Don't know

1 Duck
7. What is the last dance of the social dancing ceremony?
14 Walk 16 Don't know
Why?
2 "Last dance of the night.”
2 "Quiet before sunrise.”

1 "Traditional.”

1 "End of social dancing ceremony.”
1 "Time for Choctaws to go home.”
1 "Forgot.”

2

22 "Don’t know.”

8. Should young children be taught the traditional Choctaw dances?
25 Yes 1 No
Why?
20 “To keep the tradition.”
3 “So the young will learn the dances.”
1 "Because they are Choctaw.”
6 No response

9. Do you think the traditional dance ceremonies should be retained?
16 Yes 14 No
Why or why not?

6 "To keep the tradition.”
1 "To spread the art of dancing.”
1 “For Choctaw heritage.”
1 "To keep the custom alive.”
1 “For the culture.”

20 No response

10. Besides the dancers, who participates in the social dances?
20 “Anyone who wants to.”
9 “Drummer and chanter.”
1 “Non-Choctaw people.”
7 No response



The experience of writing the paper and conducting the survey
has led the author to a new awareness, an increased knowledge, and a
greater appreciation of the Choctaw traditional ceremonies. Hopefully,
others will also benefit from this information.

The Earth Mother is listening to me

and I hope that all may be so arranged

that from now on there shall be no trouble

and that we shall always have peace.
——QGeronimo
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RECIPES

Walaksi

Dumplings:

1 Y% cups flour 3 tablespoons shortening
2 teaspoons baking powder % cup milk -

3, teaspoon salt grape juice

Sift dry ingredients together. Cut in shortening and stir in milk. After
mixing thoroughly, drop by spoonfuls into boiling grape juice.
(Originally, wild grapes were used. The grapes were gathered in the fall;
dried on the stem; and used when needed. The dumplings were made
with flour pounded from corn.)

Banaha

1 pound dry peas (black-eyed or speckled)
5 cups of corn meal (plain)
8 corn husks to use as wrappers

Soak the peas overnight, then drain and cook until tender. Use a little
juice from the peas to moisten the corn meal. Mix the corn meal and
cooked peas together androll the mixture into balls about the size ofan
orange. Flatten the balls, place in the corn husk and tie shut with strips
of corn husk. Drop in boiling water and cook for 45 minutes.
(Traditionally, banaha was served as bread and eaten with meat. Hint:
Banaha must be taken out of the corn husks before eating!)
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E lC Choctaw couple dressed in traditiona

| wedding clothing at a recent Chocta's ceremony / Phota by Brantly Studio




Close-up of banaha, traditionally served at Chactaw weddings as bread, i« be eaten with meat /- Photo by Bill Brescia
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Q Choctaw bonepicker ceremony, funeral rites at scaffoid burial, where the remaining flesh was removed from the decomposed body / Reprinted by permission
E lC Philbrook Art Center N
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@  Choctaw grave cry, mourning for the deceased. . . Posts were used at the buridl site to signify the death of a tribal member. Mourning ceased when the poles were
E lC “pulled.” Reprinted by permission Philbrook Art Center
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For more than a hundred winters our
nation was a powerful, happy, and

united people.
—Black Hawk

CHAPTER 3

CHOCTAW GAMES AND COMPETITION
Sonny Tubby

In central Mississippi, the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
resides on the only Choctaw Reservation in the United States.! The
reservation, comprising 17,478 acres, is the home of approximately five
thousand Choctaws, descendents of those Choctaws who chose to
remain in Mississippi after the removal treaties of the early 1800's.2

The Mississippi Choctaws are the possessors of a proud cultural
heritage. Now, as in the past, games and competition are an important
part of their life style. Stickball and chungkee, enjoved as sporting
events in the past, are still played today. Rabbit sticks and blowguns,
originally used for hunting, are now used in competitive events at the
Choctaw Indian Fair and at other social events. This paper presents
brief descriptions of these four forms of competition.

STICKBALL

Stickball was played in the past for reasons other than just the
spirit of competition. Garnes were played to earn hunting privileges on
the best hunting grounds; to settle arguments over land; and to
determine the best warriors.

‘Terry Ben, a Choctaw Histary teacher, granted the following
interview:

Interview with Arthur Bridge, Planning Off cer, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Pearl
Rwver, Mississippi, 3 Fabruary 1984

*Annual Report of Indian Lands, Bureau of indian Affairs, 30 September 1980 in addition 1o the
17,478 acres of reservatior land, there are 192 acres of federal land on which the schools are Jocated.
Arthur Bridge reports that in the last three years, 110 acres of land in Pear! River and 153 acres in
Crystal Rilge have been purchased by the Mississippt Band of Choctaw Indians
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Was stickball a game in the past?

"Yes, our people liked to play stickball.”

What equipment was necessary in order to play?

“Two sticks, each with a cup-shaped end for catching or throwing
a ball made from deerhide or cowhide. The ball was about the size .
of a modern golf ball.”

How many players were on a team?

“As many as both sides agreed upon. Sometimes as many as a
hundred players or more made up a team. Although there was no
set number of players, the number on both sides was usually
equal.”

How big was the playing field?

“As big s both teams agreed upon. Usually, the host teamchose a
flat field with the goal posts placed about one mile apart.”

What was the object of the game?

"To score the most points. The side scoring the most points won
the game, which could last for three or four days until one side
scored one hundred points. That could even take a week.”

How is stickball similar to chungkee and other sports?

“Chungkee and stickball were both played with stick-like objects.
The rough action of the game resembles footbar. It takes a lot of
speed and skill to play stickball. In some respects:-running, quick
hands, rapid movement of the ball-it resembles basketball. Thatis
why stickball is referred to as the ‘granddaddy of ali sports.”

Did women and children play?

“Sure, the women played stickball as soon as the men’s game was
over. The children played mock games also. The women’s and
childrer . games could be just as rough as the men’s.”

Did t1.> Choctaws play against other tribes?

"Yes. our people played against the Chickasaws, Creeks, and
other tribes. They played for the right to certain property. Games
between different tribes involved high stakes, like having prime
hunting ground.”

Did they play the game in Oklahoma after Removal?

"Once our ancestors moved to Oklahoma, they continued to play

| el
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stickball. Between 1830 and 1983, | am pretty sure that the
Mississippi Choctaws and the Oklahoma Choctaws have played
against each other in stickball.”

Has stickball changed much since Removal?

"Yes, the game has mellowed. We have rules now to regulate the
actions of the players. In other words, the game is much safer to
play now. Another change is that the number of players is about
thirty on each team.”

Are the skills required to play the games useful for other purposes?

“Yes, people who play the game may gain the knowledge of how to
make stickball rackets. People who make them earn extra money.
It also gives the players an excellent chance to keep their hodies in
shape.”

What is your opinion regarding its existence in the future?

“The game will last as long as our people and the United States
axist. Our people are working hard to preserve our culture.”3

Today, stickball is played every year during the Choctaw Indian
Fair, on the Choctaw Central High School football field.

The stick-ball game has a minimum of rules. A playver must not touch the
ball with his hands; he must handle the ball with the ball-sticks; any number
of players can play as long as each team has an equal number. A goal post s
located at each end of the field, which has no houndaries and the distance
between goal posts depends on the agreement reached between the
opposing teams prior to the start of the ganie. A point is scored when the
ball strikes the goal post on the side facing the other goal post. At the
beginning of the game and after each point is scored, the ball is brought to
the middle of the playing field anx pul in play. These are the rules, such as
they are; everything else, short of the general mavhem, 1s legal in a
Choctaw stick-bail game.*

CHUNGKEE

Another game in which the Choctaws enjoyed participating was
chungkee. This game was not a team event, like stickball, but was
played with two players. The following is Cushman’s description of the
ancient game of chungkee:

Interview with Terry Ben, Choclaw History Teacher. Choctaw Central High School, Pear!
River, Mississippr, 17 January 1984

“Choctaw Suckbail 1969,” Chahta Anumf)a 2, Jduly 1969, . L.
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An alley, with & hard smooth surface and about two hundred feet long, was
made upon the ground. The two players took a position at the upper end at
which they were to commence the game, each having in his hands a
smooth, tapering poie eight or ten feet long flattened at the ends. A smooth
round stone of several inches in circumference was then brought into the
arena; as soon as both were ready, No. 1 took the stone and rotled it with all
his strength down the narrow inclined plane of the smooth alley; and after
which both instantly started with their utmost speed. Scon No. 2 threw his
pole at the rolling stone; instantly No. 1 threw his at the flying pole of No. 2,
aiming to hit it, and, by doing, change its course from the rolling stone. If
No. 2 hits the stone, he counts one; but if No. 1 prevents it by hitting the
pole of No. 2, he then counts ore; and he, who hits his object the greater
number of times in eleven rollings of the stone, was the winner.$

Halbert’s description of the poles helps in understanding the
method of scoring in chungkee. When scoring the game, the distance
of the notches from the stone determined the winner. After the poles
were thrown, the pole lying nearest the stone determined the winner,
The number of points depended on which interval of notches landed
nearest the stone. A player could score one, two, or four points.6

Halbert also describes how the poles were made:

The achahpih [chungkee] poles were made of small, slender swamp
hickory saplings, from which the bark was stripped, and the poles scraped
down perfectly smooth and then seasoned over a fire. They were about ten
feet long and the size of an ordinary hoe handle. The head or striking end of
the pole . . . was made rounded. Near the head were cut around the pole
four parailel notches or grooves. One-fourth of the way down were cut two
more notches, and then a single notch around the center of the pole,
making seven notches in all.’

Many Choctaw men became “caught up” by participating in or
betting on the chungkee game. The stakes were, at times, high; indeed,
some were known to bet all of their possessions on the game. If a
person bet all of his possessions and lost, it was "not uncommon for
them to go home, borrow a qun and shoot themnselves. . .”8

*H B Cushman, History of the Choctaw, Chicxusow and Natchez Indians (New York: Russelt
& Russell, 1972) pp 130 13t

sHenn, S Halbert. “The Choctaw Achahpih {Chungkee) Game,” American Anliqugrign 10, pp

283 284, «ited by Joha R Swanton, Source Matenai for 1he Choc taw Soctal and Ceremonial Life of

the Che taw Indians (Washington, D C United States Government Printing Olffice, 1931), p. 157,

fend

*‘Bernard Romans, “INatural History of East and West Flonda.” PubhcauonsJ the Florida State
Histore gl Socety, 1775, pp 79 80, cited by John R Swanton, Source Material Jor the Choctaw
Socwl and Ceremonial Lie of the Choctaw Indians, p 155
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In an interview with Billy Chickaway, a Choctaw who has
participated in chungkee competition, the following questions were
asked:

How is chungkee played today?
“The player throws a spear at the disc as somecne else rolls it past
him. The player tries to hit the black dot on the disc with the
spear.”

What are the rules?
"The player who gets closest to the black dot wins. The disc is
rolled like a wheel about ten to fifteen feet away from the
contestant.”

What skills are needed to play the game?
"The skills of accuracy and coordination are needed. These are
the same skills one would need for hunting and fishing with a
spear.”

How is the disc rnade?

“The disc is made fron1 wood. When youfind a tree down, you can
cut a one and one-half to two-inch thick disc that is about six to
seven inches across. The center is painted black and the dot is
about one inch in diameter. Tiat is the target.”

Is the game of chungkee played at the Choctaw Indian Fair?

“The last time that chungkee was demonst: ated at the Choctaw
Indian Fair was in 1980. We couldn’t get enough people who
wanted to participate as contestants, so the game was
discontinued.”

Do you know anyone who makes chungkee discs?

"I don’t know anyone who rnakes chungkee discs, although
anyone could make one. When you make a disc, you usually use
soft wood. In the old days, earth colors were used to get pigment
into the center for the bull's eye.”

Does the game of chungkee still exist?
“It s still played at Chucalissa.™

‘Chucalissa, an Indian vllage and museum, s located n Memphis, Tennessee The word
chucahssa means “atandoned houses™ The site s a reconstruction of an anceent indan village
founded i about Lo A D The village was abandoned and recccupted several imes durmng the
subseguent e hundred years The Indians hving there were farmers, craftsmen, and artists.

Q .
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What are the ages of the competitors?

“Ten to twelve; and twelve and up.”10
RABBIT STICKS

Rabbit sticks are used during competition at the Choctaw Indian
Fair. They were used in the past for hunting small game such as rabbits
and squirrels. Rabbit sticks were about sixteen inches longand shaped
similar to a club, with the small end used for holding and throwing, and
the large end used for striking. Gus Comby, a Choctaw who has made
and used rabbit sticks, said during an interview: “Rabbit sticks can be
made in different ways. Small ones are used in the open field, and big
ones are used in broom grass and thickets.”!!

Gus continued by answering the following questions:

How were rabbit sticks used in the past?

“For hunting rabbits and playing games of accuracy.”

When are rabbit sticks used today?
"They are not used much for hunting, but for demonstration at the
Choctaw Indian Fair.”

During competition, what are the rules?

"A person gets three tries, with three rabbit sticks, to hit a paper
sack filled with cotton and tied with a string. This would be the
‘rabbit’. Each player gets five points for a hit and no points for a
miss. The player with the most points wins.”

What are the ages of the competitors?

"No certain age. Mostiy boys and men play. ¥
BLOWGUNS

Another form of demonstration seen today is competition with
blowguns. Like rabbit sticks, blowguns were once used mainly for

Interview wath Billy Chickaway, Choctaw Tribal Member. Mississipp Band of Chee taw Indians,
Poarl River. Mississippy, 10 February 198

Interview with Gus Comby, Choctaw Flder. Mississippr Band of Chox taw ind.ans. Pearl River,
Mississippr. 10 February 1984
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hunting. Jim Gardner, a Choctaw elder who has made and used
blowguns, was asked the following questions during an interview:

What are blowguns used for?

“You could hunt rabbits and birds; especially at night when you
can shine a light on them. You can hardly hit a bird unless it is
sitting down.”

How do you use a blowgun?

. "You blow out an arrow made from hickory, very straight, and its
got to be little, and you need to make sure to use hard wood. You
sharpenan end and tie alittle cotton on the other end tome.:e it fly
straight.”

How do you make blowguns?

“Blowguns were about eight to ten feetlong. Today, they are about
four to six feet long. You need straight long cane. If the cane isn't
straight, you can place it over a fire and bend it straight. You usea
little rod to hollow out the cane. You need to get a little tobacco
can, and take a nail and pound lots of holes init, and then using the
rough side, you smooth out the cane. You rub one section and
then another. This makes the cane slick.”3

Blowgun competition during the Choctaw Indian Fair involves the
use of a bull's-eye target, with each ring representing a certain number
of points. Each participant blows three darts at the bull's-eye from
approximately twenty-five feet. The winner is the participant with the
highest score.

Blanchard emphasizes the spirit of sporting compeititon and the
fervor with which Choctaws participate:

The serousness with which Choctaws approach their sporting has a
fundamental significance for Choctaw life in the twentieth century. The
Choctaws are more commilted to a vear-round participation in sport
activities than is true of other groups in the rural South. This s reflected in
both the level of participation in any given sport and the atlitudes
expressed by the Choctaw people themselves. ¥

{

Hinterview with Jim Gardner, Choctaw Eider, Mississipp Band of Choclaw Indians, Pearl River,
Mississippr. 10 February 1984

"Kendall Blanchard, The Mississippt Choctaws at Play. The Serious Side of Leisure (Urbana,
Hihnos: Unwersity of Bhinows Press, 1942), p. 174
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Many peonle visit the Choctaw Reservation in Mississippi, during
July, to attend the Choctaw Indian Fair, During this event, they have
the opportunity to observe the Choctaws competing and participating
in various forms of the games described in this paper.
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Choctaw stickball players, competing during a game at the Choctaw Indian Fair / Photo by Bill Brescia
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\l), ~ Stickbali garmes, as uisioned in the days past . .. Competition has ahvays been intense. / George Catlin, 1836, Reprinted oy permission Nark.)na-l Museun of Americ
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Competitor, anmuing at the disc during @ modern game of chungkee . . . Accuracy and
coordination are prerequisites for participation. / Photo courtesy of Museumn of the Southern
Indhan, Choctaw Reservation
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A rabbit shck in the making-used in the past for hunting small game, but now used in game
compention . Carver, Cecill Dixon, Standing Pine Community  Photo by Bill Brescia
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Patience is a required virtue in the making of a rabbit stick. Cecit Dixon stripping barx / Photo by Bill Brescia
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Q A partcipant in blowgun competition, aming carefully at his targe! / Photo courtesy of Museum of the Southem Indian, Choctaw Reservation
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Riches would do us no good.
We could not take them to the other
world. We do not want riches, we want
peace and love.

—Red Cloud

CHAPTER 4

CHOCTAW ARTS AND CRAFTS
Svluia Jefferson

Arts and crafts have been an integral part of the culture of
American Indian tribes for countless generations. The art and craft
forms varied according to the area, the availability of natural materials,
and the needs of individual tribes. Whatever the form, two common
characteristics can be ascribed to each piece of work: Each was valued
because it served a particular function and because it contributed
aesthetically. The Choctaws are unique in preservation of their arts
and crafts, passed down from generation to generation. Some of these
are: Basketry, beadwork, stickball, blowguns, and drum making.

Basketry

The art of basket weaving has been with the Choctaws for
thousands of vears. Baskets served as storage containers and as
vehicles for hauling and carrying valuables. The art of basketry is a
technique not many people know today. This is one reason why many
Choctaws are teaching the art to others, so that this part of their
cultural heritage will not be lost.

One factor that contributes to the decline of basket weaving is that
it is getting difficult to find the right cane with which the vaskets are
woven. The cane, usually found around swamp edges and along river
banks, is becoming scarce; and basket weavers have to leave the
reservation to obtainit. However, new procedures are being developed
that will allow cane to be grown domestically.

Cane prepared for basket weaving is split, stripped, and laid
out todry. After drying, some of the strips are boiled with dyes to obtain
the desired colors. The wet strips are again placed out to dry.! The
basket makers originally made their own dyes from roots and bk, but

“Sweeny Willis on Basket Making.” Namih Waiva 3 (Fall 1975) 31
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now commercial dyes are used. Many colors are available, but the
favorites are black and red. After the desired colors have been
achieved, the weaving begins.

Designs are created during the process of weaving. The diamond
design is one of the most popular. The handle of the basket is woven
into the side of the basket and then wrapped with a stripped cane.
Double weaving, the weaving of one basket inside another with one
continous weave of material, requires a skillful weaver! This makes the
basket more durable and as decorative inside as out. Some people
weave 10 earn money, while others weave for enjoyment.

Beading

Another form of arts and cralfts is beading. In the eany years, the
Choctaws made their necklaces by stringing various types of bones,
shells, colored stones, nuts, and berries. Beads were introduced by the
white men, and were obtained through trading. According to Swanton,

The Choctaw claim that they first obtamed beads from the whites at
Sugarlock, which recewed its name shikalla, "beads,” fro.1 the
errcumstance This, of course, refers to trade beads, the introauction of
which enabled the Indians to make a more lavish use of beads in belts,
moccasins, and other articles of use or adorniment than had before been
possible. One person often wore a string of beads of different colors three
or four yards i fength.?

Today, beads are used to make many kinds of beadwork. The
beads are popular among the tribal members, for they make colorful
ornarnents to wear with their {raditional ciothing. The designs used in
Choctaw beadwork vary among individual artisans. Some designs are
significant; they may be a family’s identification symbol, which is easily
recognized by other artists. Although geometric designs are most
commonly used, -animal designs are sometimes used to honor their
place in Choctaw society. Generaily, religious symbolism is not used in
Choctaw beadwork.?

Nylon thread, long thin needles, beads, and skillful hands are the
ingredients for creating beautifiil Choctaw beadwork. Beadwork is a
favorite pastime for some of those who are skilled. Most of the
beadwork is done with a threaded needle. Two threads make the
beadwork durable. In the beading process, the threaded needle goes
through each bead twice to increase lasting wear. Some items made
from beading are: keychains, medallions, earrings, necklaces,
barrettes, belt buckles, headbands, and watchbands.

John B Swanton, Source Material for the Sociel and Ceremonial Life o -he Choctaw indians
{(Washingtn, D C United States Government Printing Office, 1931), p 43

Interviews with Harry Folsom. Oklahoma Choctaw, Pearl Rwver, Mississippr, December 1983.
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Sticks and Stickbails .
The stickball game (kabotca toli), a long-time favorite of the
Choctaws, has undergone little change over the years. Three changes
that have occurred, however, involve the time in play, the numher of
players, and the size of the playing field.

In the past, game length was not a factor, and sometimes a game
lasted for days; whereas today, a game lasts four quarters (each
quarter timed for twelve or fifteen minutes). At limes, hundreds of
players participated on each team; but now, each team consists of
approximately twenty members, as long as the number is equal
Initially, the playing field could stretch for miles, even {rom village {o
village; while today, the playing field is usually one hundred yards,
making football fields select choices.

Consistent with the past is the present-day stickball equipment,
balls and sticks. One stickball is used during the game, and each player
uses two sticks. The ball is larger than a golf ball, but smaller than a
tennis ball. Thessticks are about two and-one-half to three feet in length,
The Choctaws make their own stickball equipment.

The stickbails {towas) are made from cloth strips, thread, leather
thongs, and something solid for the center. William Jackson and Jim
Garrner are two Choctaw elders who make stickballs. Jackson “uses a
one-half inch cube wood block for the center of the ball. This cube is
wrapped with cloth strips until it is about twoinches in diameter.” Next,
the cloth strips are tightly bound with thread; then, deerskin strips or
thongs are woven “around the ball as the covering.” Garcner “prefers
old socks or rags” for the center of the ball. . .. The making of a towa
calls for the use of three thongs at the beginning. . . . {A] large ball
requires :hirteen thongs, and a small ball, nine.” He uses thongs made
from deer or goat hide.?

The stickball sticks (kabo¢¢a) are made from hickory trees. Other
trees may be used, but hickory is considered best. After the tree is cut
down, it s halved or quartered. Next, the bark is peeled off and the
basic shaping begins. The wood is trimmed and shaved to attain the
desired smoothness and thickness before bending. To prevent the
wood from cracking or breaking, it is soaked in water, heated, and
dipped in hot grease. "After the cup is bent it is tied in place with strips
of bark.” Then, "at just the right moment, hot but not burning, the wood
is stretched over a pointed log, then forced wider open.” To complete
the cup, 1t 1s shaved one last time to smooth any rough edges and to
mcrease the width, Then, "the cup is bound with hide to hold it in

B, W v O Sraontutn . A Chon faie Anthoiogs eds Tane Anderson and
Koo Yo B e s r o Missssppye Crexc taw Hentage Press, 19530 p 44
A Mo v n T e Mo Mo Towa ™ Nuash Waiva 4 0Sprng 1977y 25
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place. ...” Finally, three holes .re made in the cup with a heated metal
rod, and leather thongs are threaded through the holes to form the
cup.b

Blowguns

During a telephone interview, Ken York, a Mississippi Choctaw
working with the Tunica-Biloxi Indians in Louisiana, responded to
some questions about blowguns. Blowguns are made from long,
straight cane, approximately four to six feet long. In time past,
blowguns ranged from six to nine feet in length, depending on the size
of person for whaom the blowgun was made.

The first step in making a blowgun is to select the appropriate
cane. After the cane has been selected, it is cut to the desired length:
and a hole is made through the center by running a rnetal rod through
the cane to make it hollow. The entire length of a cane is made hollow,
so that air blown in one end will send the dart flying out the other end.

The darts, a few inches in length, are made from smaller, split
cane. One end of the dart is sharpened, and a piece of cotton is
attached to the other end to give the dart stability during flight.

Blowguns were made by Choctaw ancestors and were used for
hunting small animals and birds. Although they are not used much for
himting tocday, they are used in competition during social qathermgs
such as the Choctaw Fair.

At the end of the interview, Ken said that he hopes that the
Choctaws will continue to make and use blowguns, so that part of the
culture will be preserved. He learned these skills from his father.?

_ Drum Making

{.ong aqo, thedrumwas a part of many Choctaw functions. During
stickball games, the drum was beaten continually during play. The
sound of the drum carried for as far as five miles. If tribalmembers were
traveling 1o a game and were late, it was possible for them to know the
score and how the game was progressing. (. om the message told by the
drummer The drum was used to send niessages and to call people
together for meetings and social gatherings. It was also used during
sccial dances to provide rhythm for the dancers. In addition, it may
have been used at time of war.

Coares Reees e B Brese a By the Weork of Our Hands Choonae. Matenial Cudture
ot s Maacas ppe e e Hertage Press, J9R21 pp 59
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Today, the drum is used mainly at stickball games and for cailing
people together. During social dances, instead of a drum, sticks and
chanters are used to provide the rhythm,

Drums are currently made in much the same manner as in the
past. According to Barney Wes 2y, a respected Choctaw elder, the
materials needed for making a drum are: a hollow tree, rope, hide,
chisel, and knife.

First, ¢ good hollow tree is located, one that does not have any
cracks or holes. Barney says that tupelo gum, pine, or hickory trees are
the best. A section of the tree is cut and checked for cracks or holes. If
the section is in good condition, a chisel is used to peel off the outer
bark and make the inside of the drum smooth and round, Next, adraw
knile is used to cut away the inner bark and to smooth and round the
outside of the drum. After this, the dimensions are checked for
consistency. A small hole is drilled in the center so that air pressure will
not build up in the finished drum. Next, the rims of the drum are made.

Choctaw drums have a head on both ends, so two inner rims and
two outer rims are made. The best wood to use for the inner rims is
hickory, not marked with krots. The hickory is shaped and thinned
with a draw knife. It is then bent to fit inside the drum and left a few days
to dry, while it becomes the necessary shape for the rims. After that,
pieces of raw hide are stretched over the hickory rims. The outer rims,
made from pine, are shaped and drilled with holes. These are placed
over the two heads (raw hide pieces stretched over the hickory). Ropes
are threaded through the holes in the pine outer rims and tightly
secured'. When the ropes are positioned and secured, leather strips are
placed on the ropes in order to adjust the tone of the drum. Finally, a
snoulder strap is attached to the drum and it is finished.8

Visitors to the Choctaw Reservation, located in the Pear! River
Community near Philadelphia, Mississippi, may visit the Arts and Craft
Center or the Museum of the Southern Indian. On display and for sale
are many fine examples of the art and craft work of the Mississippi
Choctaws. Baskets, beadwork, blowguns, stickballs and sticks,
clothing, drums, and other interesting items can be viewed and
purchased. The Mississippi Choctaws take pride in their handiwork,
which reflects their dedication to their heritage.

dntercew w tn Bare, Wesley Choctaw Blder, Mississippr Band of Chex taw Indians, Neshoba
County, Misisapps. Mar p 1risd
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Handcrafted Choctaw baskets, muarious sizes, patterns, and shapes - Photo courtesy Museum
of the Southem Indian, Choctaw Reservahion
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Beaded Choctaw sashes, one example of the meny kinds of beadwork crafted on the Reservation. Photo courtesy of Museum of the Southern Indian, Choctaw
Q Reservation
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Young Choctaw wearing beaded accessories and traditional clothing / Photo corrtesy of

@ ' sseum of the Southern Indan, Choctaw Reseruation
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Stickball players prepanng for campelition at the 1982 Choctaw Fair  Photo by Bill Brescia
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Close up of stickballs (towas), used m stickball games . . . The towas are approximately the size of golf balls.  Photo by Claude Allen
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Barney Wesley appraises a hollow tree section, to be used mithe making otudmum  Photo by Bul
Q esaa
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Drum making nearing its final stages / Photo by Bill Brescia
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Barney Wesler displaying s handweork, a beautiftelly crafted drum Photo by 8ill Brescia

Q - 74
I -



ClHIAPTER &

CHOCTAW HEALTH AND MFDICINE
Marion Ben

[Like many Native American tribes, the Mississippi Choctaws
place great importance on the presence of a medicine man in their
tnibal structure. In the past, his position in the ribe was based on
respect for his knowledge, his ability, and his powers. For hundreds of
years, the Choctaws sought help from their medicine man, turning to
him for healing and other services.

The earlyv Choctaws held the belief that diseases originated from
nature; therefore, along with this belief, they *hought that the illnes: :s
they incurred should be treated with nature’s remedies.! T ~<ine
man had krowledge of the plant life used for medicinal purposes, and
was the person who administered the treatments. Treating pecole,
however was rot the only duty he was asked to perform

The Choctaws believed their doctor possessed supernatural
powers andl knowledge of the hidden laws of nature. He used these
powers to help hunters and fishermen provic su:table food and
clothing for the tribe. He rade animals come un?fraxd out of the forest
and made fish willing to be caught. He could provide the warriors with
bravery, strengtti, and skill. He could expel "the evil spirits of disease
from the bodies of the sick,” and when a stickball game was to be
played, he had the power to decide the ot:tcome of a game. After the
medicine man designated which team would be victorious, he would
choose one of two ways to make that team win. He wouid either cast a
spell over the goal post to prevent the opposing team from scoring, or
cast a spell over the opposing team’s most valuable player to prevent
him from sconng *

HB Coashrar Hicror ot the Choctawe, Chichasauw and Natc hes Indians tNew York Roseell
A Ko 2 ponw
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Although he was expected to perform these varinus duties, he was
probably relied on most heavily for his healing and his medicine. Ifthe
medicine man was unable to cure a patient, he would tell his patient’s
family that his powers were exhausted, and that the best thing for the
patient would be to spare him of his misery. Many Choctaws had so
much faith in their doctor that they consented to the killing of their
family member.?

From the time the Whiteman and the Choctaws made contact
with each other in the seventeenth century, the Whiteman has had a
great influence on the Choctaws and their way of life. One factor
stemming from this contact is that the Choctaws gained valuable
knowledge about health care and new uses of medicine. The
knowledge that the Choctaws gained from the Whiteman has caused
many Choctaws to abandon their belief in the medicine man. Many
now believe that modern doctors and their me licine are the healers of
tuday.

Not all Choctaws of today disbelieve in the powers of the medicine
man. Those who still have faith are usually found among the elders of
the tribe.

In 1926, o hospita' was built in Philadelphia, Mississippi, to provide
help for the Choctaw Indians. The hospital was a twerty-eight bed
facility.* In 1973, the United States House of Representatives approved
the replacement of this hospital with a new one to be located on the
Choctaw Indian Reservation. In 1976, the new forty bed hospital was
opened. The hwealth Care Center is located in the Pearl River
Community. Five months after it opened. the Center received
accreditation from the Joint Commission of Accreditation of
Hospuals.®

As mentoned before, many of the Choclaws still believe in the
abihty of the medicine man. The Choctaw Health Center is the first
hoalth care facility in Mississippi 1o have a “traditional doctor”
(medicine man).” Although Pete Dyer has never completed any formal
medical training, he holds the title of "Doctor”. Dr. Dyer is a herbahst.
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He has been working with the Health Care Center full time since 1969,
When asked how he became a herbalist, he replied, “I was born with it;
it was given to me by the Almighty.”” Having the title of Traditional
Medicine Specialist enabled him to receive his license to register as a
doctor. This was approved by the County of Neshoba and the State of
Mississippi.

A patient of the Choctaw Health Center has a choice of seeing a
medical doctor or the traditional doctor. If the patient chooses to see
Dr. Dyer, he or she will not receive any medication until the day ajier
the diagnosis has been made. Dr. Dyer brings to his office anly the
medicine that he has prescribed for the patient. He says he treats an
average of thirty or forty patients a day.

Dr. Dyer says he has a cure for arthritis and is able to detect
cancer rnerely by the appearance of the patient. When asked how long
he will treat patients, he replied, "Till | clese my eyes and stop
breathing.”8

Dr. Stan Smith, Director of the Choctaw Community Mental
Health Center, stated that the purpose of having a traditional medicire
man on staff is to provide a wholistic and traditional approach to the
healing and well-being of the mind, body, and spirit. He feels that
having Dr. Dyer on staff makes the Health Center services complete
and culturallyappropriate.? Compared with ot her Indian Mental Health
Centers, the Choctaw Health Center is considered (o be “unique” Itis
licensed by the State of Mississippi and receives funds from both
Federal ar 4 State Governments,

The Health Center provides a community menial health program.
Before this program was added, patients with emotional problems were
sent to other hospitals for treatment, but therapy for the white, middle.
class population . - 10t appear appropriate for the needs of Choctaw
clients. Two contributing factors were the language barrier and cultural
differences. Now that a menta] health program has been established
on the Choctaw Reservation, patients have the convenience of
proximity to their homes.

Dr. Smith feels that the Mental Health Agency has expanded more
into the concern for the quality of hfe and " = prevention of problems.
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One such problem has been the inability of some individuals to adjust to
or cope with work or work surroundings. Wanda Kittrell, working with
the agency, has been successful in helping these people perform job-

related duties. She v sits the clients at the job location, analyzes the
situation, and makes reccmmendations. To date, out of approximately

forty people, she has helped all but two.

In addition, the Choctaw Mental Health Agency helps people with
problems in alcoho! abuse; people with self-destructive lendencies:;
people with emotional, cutural, or social difficulties; and people with
spiritual problems. ' Concepts such as “stress inoculation” and
“Ireatment with hypnosis” are part of the Center's wide range of
SCYVICES.

On January 1, 1984, the Choctaw Health Center was turned over
to the Choctaw Tribal Government by the Federal Government. This
transfer 1s considered a great achievement for the Mississippi Band of
Choctaw Indians. They are the first tribe in the nation to accomplish a
task of this complexity.

Are you living in a new path?
Sitting Bull
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The Indians’ night promises to be dark.
—Chief Seattle

CHAPTER 6

TREATY OF DOAK'S STAND
Mark Allen

During the early 1800's, the attitude of the United States
Government changed toward Indian tribes. Prior to this time, tribes
were considered to be indepencient entities, maintaining and governing
their own territories, and perpetuating their own languages and
cultures. Then, as more and more settlers began moving farther and
farther west, the Federal Government determined that Indian tribes
should be relocated west of the Mississippi River in anarea that became
known as Indian Territory. Thus, the United States ailocated money
for a series of removal treaties to be negotiated with tribes east of the
Mississippi River.

The Treaty of Doak’s Stand, a land exchange treaty, was the
seventh signed between the Choctaw Nation and the United States.
The trealy was signed October 18, 1820, and was ratified January 8,
1821. The Choctaws ceded 5,169,788 acres of their Mississippi
homeland for 13,000,00Q acres in what is now the southern portion of
Oklahoma and a small portion of western Arkansas.'

At this time, “The Choctaws comprised a powerful trive which had
played a significant role in the diplomacy of the lower Mississippi Valley
for generations.”” Many considered them an obstruction to the
development of the Old Southwest.! Discussions were underway to
remove the Chickasaws ana the Choctaws to lands west of the
Mississippi River.!
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In April 1819, the year preceding the signing of the Treaty of
Doak’s Stand, General Andrew Jackson in a letter to the Choctaw
Agent, John McKee, stated that “| have received a commission from
the President [James Monroe] to hold, in conjunction with yourself and
Colone! [Daniel] Burnett, a treaty with the Choctaws.” Jackson
suggested that McKee send “young Pitchlynn, eldest son of the
interpreter to the nation” to explain some of the treaty stipulations to
the Chiefs and warriors.®

The events that succeeded this letter are evident in the
correspondence between the principals involved in the treaty
negotiations, and the talks at the Choctaw Treaty Ground, recorded
by Samuel R. QOverton.

On August 12, 1819, in a General Council of the Choctaw Nation.
Mushulatubbee and Fushmataha expressed their opinions about the
land exchange suggestion. Mushulatubbee: “We are sorry that we
cannot comply with our father’s request; a man cannot make up his
mind at once to suit every object; but we have made up ours to remain
where we have always lived.” Pushmataha: "We wish to remain here,
where we have grown up as the herbs of the woods; and do not wish to
be transplanted into another soil. "¢

Secretary of War, John C. Calhoun, informed Jackson that
Congress had appropriated $20,000.00 to defray expenses for
negotiating the treaty, and that Jackson and General Thomas Hinds of
Mississippi had been appointed commissioners.” The $20,000.00 was in
the form of a bank draft on the Bank of Natchez.8

Jackson, in his reply to Calhoun, said that he had decided not to be
mvolved in any more Indian treaties; but since the President requested
that he he the commissioner, he complied. In addition, he felt he owed

~a debt of gratitude to the people of Mississippi and their late
Governor for thew support in our late struggle with Great Britain. . . .”
Jackson stressed the necessity of determining the boundary lines of the
land west of the Mississippr, designated for the Choctaws.*

In June, James Puchlynn wrote Calhoun informing him that che
chiefs, mcluding Mushulatubbee and Pushmataha, and principal men
of the two distnicts, Lower and Six Towns, were willing to meet and

A L St Pogpees Documents [egokitee and Execatn e of tre Congress of the {United

Sten A% o Aastegt o DC Gales and Seatns TR IR Class 2 Indian Allarrs, 2
-‘ e T LI L S Y S04 Herenater oted ASP IA cow T D

Al el

R N T A T EISTRCTURTR U INURTIN SR GRS SPR I PEE SR LGOS R IO S ) RV AN

[ B Y e e e e Ut Ot A e T aed Thomas
[ Y \

N -} \ Ty waer t 0 O [ LY




"hear the talk of ther father the President of the United States.”10 In
July, Calhoun sent the formal commission to Jackson and Hinds to
treat with “the Choctaw nation [sic]of Indians.”" In preparation for the
forthcoming treaty negotiations, Jackson and Hinds appointed Samuel
R. Overton, Esq. to be recording secretary at the rate of five dollars a
day. 12

On September 14, 1820, ”. . . Jackson and suite left . . _ for Doak’s
Stand, on the Natchez road [sic], for the purpose of holding a treaty
with the Choctaw Indians.” He arrived at Doak’s Stand September
281h, followed by Hinds and McKee on September 30th. On October
3rd, Apukshunnubbee and Pushmataha arrived, along with seventy or
eighty men; andon October 6th, Mushulatubbee “arrived with only two
of the headmen and warriors of the district under his command.”13

On October 9, the Choctaws had a ball game followed by a dance,
and the next day, the commissioners met with the “chiefs, headmen,
and warnors. .. ." At this meeting Jackson and Hinds made a long
specch  explaning reasons for negotiating the treaty and the
stipulations  therein.!*  After this speech had been delivered,
Apukshunnubbee requested “. . . that all he had to say, as well as the
talks of all his chiefs and headmen, should be taken down in writing.”
The comnussioners complied. i

On October 11th and 12th, the “chiefs, headmen, and warriors of
the Choctaw nation [sic | were convened at «.eir council house.” Cn
October 13th, Jackson and Hinds made another lengthy speech, again
explainmg the reasons for and the stipulations of the treaty. On
October 11th, this talk was interpreted to the Choctaws. On October
I5th, the commissioners met with Apukshunnubbee: and the next day,
the chvets, headmen, and warriors met in council. On the 17th, all met
with the commissioners and another speech was delivered by Jackson
and Finds

After “hats the Choctaws were mformed . that on to-morrow
[ T the mrean, would be prosented for signatare. 7 On October 18,
IR0 the freaty was read and explaned to the Choctaws and then
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“submitted to them for their signature.” The following day, “with the
names subscribed,” the treaty was presented to the United States
Commissioners. On October 20, 1820, the treaty was concluded.!?

Congress, at its next session, appropriated $65,000, to put the
treaty into effect. In March, 1821, the Secretary of War, John C.
Calhoun, notified Maj. William Ward, the Choctaw agent, that Ward
would superviz 2 the emigration of the Choctaws.!8

However, when the provisions of the Treaty of Doak’s Stand
became known in Arkansas Territory, protests were made. Quer three
hundred and fifty “families of squatters” had settled on this Arkansas
section of Choctaw land, and they did not want to move. Congress
yielded and “diverted the appropriation of $65,000 to the making of a
new treaty to change the line due south from the southwest corner of
Missouri.” No sooner had this been done, then Arkansas asked for
another extension, that of moving "the line forty miles west.” The
Choctaws, however, "stood firmly” on the Treaty of Doak’s Stand,
"and the result was the Treaty of Washington [ Treaty of Washington
City, 1825]."1¢

ASL l'.“}‘_ poo
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Author’s Note:
in Search of Doak's §tand

Doak’s Stand . . . While conducting the research, reading books,
articles, and maps, and writing countless drafts for this paper, | begari
to wonder about the treaty site. Where was it? What did it look like?
Was there a marker similar to the one at the site of the Treaty of
Dancing Rabbit Creek? "

I questioned several people and the responses were all the same:
vague, uncertain, or speculative. No one seemed to realiy know, so |
decided to find out.

I began by asking for ideas from my teacher, Dr. Jane Anderson.

Our ciass was sct . led to go to Jackson to visit the Mississippi
Department of A -» and History, and she suggested that I begin
there. While there, [ searched for maps or documents that would “lead”
me to the treaty site. | discovered evidence that indicated the site was
located in Madison County, Mississippi.
- From the Madison County Court House, in Canton, Mississippi, |
obtained three documents that eventually “led” to the site: a surveyor’s
map, 1823; an aerial photograph, 1965; and an ¢wnership map laid over
from aerial photographs, 1982. The site is located in the southeastern
corner of Madison County.

On January 19, 1984, along with my classinates and teachers, |
visited the site. It is on the north side of Sulphur Springs Road. This
road is the south boundary. As | got out of the van and stood facing
nortt, I saw a sloping hill to the east that leveled out iito an open field,
lined with trees to the rorth. Doak’s Creek flowed along the west edge
and then under a bridge on Sulphur Springs Road.

I walked all around the open area and along thie creek bank before
returning to the van. My thoughts were heavy. There wasno marker at
the site. There is, however, a marker on the Natchez Trace, a little
south of where Highway 16 intersects the Trace. This marker describes
the treaty, and directs the way to the general vicinity of the site.

On February 2, 1984, two weeks after the visit to “"Doak’s Stand”,
Sam Wells, a historian from Hattiesburg, Mississippi. visited our class.
He tolu us about some of the research he had conducted about the
Choctaws. At the end of his talk, he aliowed each of us time to discuss
our research topics and to ask questions. t-ollowing is a summary of
what he told me avout "Doak’s Stand”.

During this period in histovy, two rcads were major
communication fines between Washington, D.C. and the New Orieans
area. One road, Federal Road, passed through the Creek Nation
(north of Mobile, Alabama), around Fort Stoddard and Fort St.
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Stephens, then continued west to the vicinity of Hattiesburg,
Mississippi, crossed the Pearl River, and continued into Louisiana.

The second road was the Natchez Trace. This was an old Indian
trail connecting Nashville, Tennessee and Natchez, Mississippi. In the
treaty of Fort Adams, 1801, between the Choctaw Nation and the
United States, and the Treaty of Chickasaw Bluff, O-tober 24, 1801,
between the Chickasaws and the United States, the United States
negotiated to control this trail. Thus, it became an important route for
traveling and for communication.?

Located at various intervals along the Natchez Trace, were the
“stands”. These stands served as rest havens for traveler *; as relay
stations for mail riders, and as trading posts where goods were bought
and sold. Many of these stands were run by Choctaw mixed-bloods.

Although little is known about Doak, Sam has a strong hunch that
he was a mixed-blood; or at the very least, a countryman (a White Man
who lived in Indian country, and who many times had an Indian wife).
Sam has found the name L.. Doak on the Armstrong Role (Armstrong
was the name of the government official that took the Choctaw census
before Removal}, but Sam does not know that he was the manwhoran
the stand that was to becom 2 the site of the Treaty of Doak’s Stand.?!

| hope that someday a marker will be placed at the site, so that all

will remember . ..

SCharles C Rovee, comn | Inndian Land Cessions m the Unied States (Washington, D¢
United States Government Printing Ofhce 1900, teprmt ed | New York Arno Press 1971 p btd)

Intervew werth Sam Wolls, Fhistonian, Hattieshburg, Misstsspm, 2 February 1984
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May the White Man and the Indian
speak truth to each other today.
—Blackfoot

CHAPTER 7

THE TREATY OF WASHINGTON CITY
Curtis Martin

The early 1800's found the Choctaws presented with a series cf
e sents that would change their entire way of life. The last three treaties
between the Choctaw Nation and the United States were three such
events: The Treaty of Doak’s Stand, 1820; the Treaty of Washington
City, 1825; and the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 1830. Included in
this paper are brief summaries of the Treaty of Doak’s Stand and the
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek; a more extensive summary of the
Treaty of Washington City; and the survey results of a sarrple of the
Chectaw people and their general knowledge about the treaties,
especially the Treaty of Washington City.

The Treaty of Doak’s Stand, a treaty of exchange of territory
between the Choctaw Nation and the Uniled States, was signed at
Doak’s Stand on October 18, 1820, and was ratified January 8, 1821
Doak’s Stand, the treaty site, was on the Old Natchez Trace located in
whal is now the southeast corner of Madison County, Mississippi. This
was the seventh treaty between the Choctaw Nation and the United
States, and it enabled the United States to acquire 5,169,788 acres of
Mississippi land for future non-Indian settlement.2It was the view of the
Federal Government that this was a fair exchange--the Mississippi land
for 13,000,000 acres in Indian Territory and the re-establishment of the
Choctaw Nation there, in order

- to prowote the civilizalion of the Choctaw Indians, by the
establishment of schools amongst themy; and to perpetuate them as a
nation, by exchanaging, for a small part of theirland here, a country beyond
the Mississippi River, where all, who live by hunting and will not work, may
be callected and settled together.?

Charles Jd Kappler. comp., Indian Affairs Law and Trecties, Vol 2 (Washington, D.C  Umited
States Government Printing Olfice, 1904, p 191

“‘Arthur H DeRosier, Jr, The Removal of the Choctaw Incians (New York Harper and Row,
1972). p 29

‘Chartes ) Kappler, Inchan Affairs {aw and Treaties., p 191 (See Appendix for Treaty of Doak's
Stand)
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The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, a land cession treaty
between the Choctaw Nation and the United States, was signed at
Dancing Rabbit Creek on September 27, 1830, and was ratified on
February 24, 1831.9 The treaty site was located between the forks of
Dancing Rabbit Creek, in what is now Noxubee County in east-central
Mississippt. This was the ninth and final treaty between the Choctaw
Nation and the United States, and it enabled the United States to
acquire 10,423,130 acres of Choctaw homeland.®

The land involved in this treaty included a large portion of what is
now northeast Mississippi and a small portion of western Alabama.é
The Choctaws were strongly encouraged to leave their homeland and
move to Indian Territory. Thousands chose to do so, many of whom
died on their westward journey. The few that chose to stay, understood
that they would be under the jurisdiction of the “White Man’s” law. The
Choctaws living today on the Choctaw Reservation in east-central
Mississippi are the descendents of those Choctaws who chose to stay.

The Treaty of Washington City, 1825, was negotiated to adjust the
“land exchange” Treaty of Doak’s Stand, 1820.7 This land, the
13,000,000 acres that the Choctaws received, was located in what is
today the southern half of Oklahoma and a western portion of
Arkansas.® Living on this Arkansas portion were between one and two
thousand settlers, who did not want to leave this area because they had
been moved once or twice before. Because of this, the United States
and the Choctaw Nation renegotiated the Treaty of Doak’s Stand. The
new treaty, the Treaty of Washington City, stipulated that the
Choctaws would give up the 5,000,000 acres in Arkansas from the
original 13,000,000 acres.” Now they had land only in Oklahoma.

The Treaty of Washington City was signed on January 20, 1825,
The chiefs and other leaders from the Choctaw Nation, along with
John C. Caihoun, Secretary of War, authorized by the President of the
United States, were there as witnesses on the day of the signing.
Foliowing are summaries of the twelve articles of the Treaty of
Washington City.

hid . p 310

Arthur 1 DeRosier. Jr | The Removal of the Choctaw Indians, p 29

“Charles - Kappler, Indian Affars Law and Treanes, p 310 (See Appendix for Treaty of
Dancing Rabba Creek)

aed 211 (See Appendix for Treaty of Washington City)

Arthar HDeReser e The Remoual of the Choctaw indians, p 29

‘Charlies € Rovee comp, Indian Land Cessions in the United States (Washington, D C
United States Grovernment Prnting Office. 100, reprint ed . New York Arno Press, 19711, plate 13
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Article 1

The Choctaw Nation ceded to the United States all the land ceded
to them by the second article of the Treaty of Doak’s Stand. The
boundary line began in Arkansas cne hundred paces east of Fort Smith
and ran thence, due south, to the Red River. The Choctaw Nation and
the United States agreed that this line would be a permanent boundary
between the two nations.

Article 2

The United States agreed to pay the Choctaw Nation the sum of
six thousand dollars annually, forever; but for twenty years, the sum
would be under the direction of the President to support Choctaw
schools. After twenty years, the annuity “may be vested in stocks, or
otherwise disposed of, or continued, at the option of the Choctaw
Nation.”

Article 3

The United States agreed to appropriate lands for the purpose of
raising, for the Choctaw Nation, six thousand dollars a year for sixteen
vears. In order to avoid any delay caused by the survey and sale of land,
the United States agreed to pay outright the sum of six thousand
dollars for sixteen years.

Article 4

The article allowed the Choctaw families who did not want to
leave, to have separate settlements with the white settlers. Those who
remained were to pick their portion of land, not exceeding a square
mile, where thev wanted to reside, anywh~re within the limis of the
1820 treaty.

Article 5

The United States agreed to the relinquishment of debts, owed by
the Choctaw Nation to a trading house on the Tombigbee River, in
exchange for the Choctaw Nation relinquishing their claim for goods,
{or the Choctaws west of the Mississippi.

Article 6

The United States agreed to pay the sum of fourteen thousand,
nine hundred and seventy-two dollars, fifty cents, to the chiefs and
warriors for their services in the Pensacola Campaign.
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Article 7

The fourth article of the aforesaid treaty was modified, so that the
United States could not exercise the power of apportionment of
Choctaw lands, nor bring the Choctaw people under the laws of the
United States without the consent of the Choctaw Nation.

Article 8

Payment to salisfy Choctaw claims due them by citizens of the
United States, in the sum of two thousand dollars, was to be paid to the
Choctaw Nation and distributed by the Choctaws among the
claimants, as they deemed equitable.

Article 9

Right after the ratification of the treaty, an agent and a blacksmith
would be appointed for the Choctaws west of the Mississippi. The
appointees would live among them.

Article 10

After Puckshunubbee died, Robert Cole was recommended by
the delegation to be his successor as chief. He was to receive a medal
and an annuity of one hundred and fifty dollars a year during his natural
life.

Article 11

The friendship between the Choctaw Nation and the United
States was renewed and perpetuated.

Article 12

Upon ratification of the treaty by the President and the Senate,
these articles would take affect on both contracting parties.'?

The effect that these treaties had on the life style of the Choctaws
living in Mississippi at “treaty time”, and since then, was significant. The
ramifications were both far-reaching and devastating.

While writing this paper, a question arose in the mind of the author
as to whether or not the present Mississippt Choctaw knows of these

Institute for the Development of Indian Law, Treaties and Agreements of the Fwve Cunlized
Tribes, Document 1Washington, D C 1975, pp 111 113
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three treaties, and in addition, whether or not has knowledge of any
specific facts of the Treaty of Washington City. The decision was made
to conduct a survey to determine the answer to this question,

The anticipated outcome of the survey was that:

Seventy-five percent of those surveyed would know of the Treaty of
Dancing Rabbit-Creek; fifty percent of those surveyed would know of
the Treaty of Doak’s Stand; and twenty-five percent of those surveyed
would know of the Treaty of Washington City.

The Choctaws participating in the survey totaled sixty (N=60). For
this survey, twenty' Choctaw Central High School students, twenty
Choctaw Tribal employees, and twenty Choctaws-at-large were
randomly selected.

The survey, as follows, was conducted during January, 1984, at
Choctaw Central High School; in various Choctaw Tribal offices; and
arourid the Choctaw Reservation (in the communities of Tucker and
Pear! River).

SURVEY

1. Have you heard of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek?
Yes No

2. Have you heard of the Treaty of Doak’s Stand?
Yes No

3. Have you heard of the Treaty of Washington City, or the
Treaty of 18257
Yes No

4. What was the Treaty of Washington City about?
Don't know

5. What is your opinion of the Treaty of Washington City?
No opinion

6. Who signed the Treaty of Washington City for the Choctaw
Nation?
Don't know

o

7. Who signed the Treaty of Washington City for the
United States?
Don’t krow
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8. What did the Treaty of Washington City mean to the
Choctaw Nation?
Don’t know

Q.  What did the Treaty of Washington City mean to the
United States?
Don't know

10. Where was the site of the Treaty of Washington City, also
known as the Treaty of 18257
Don't know

RESPONSES, AS NOTED,
OF EACH OF THE THREE GROUPS SURVEYED:

Students (N-20)
Tribal Employees {(N=20)
Choctaws-at [ arge (N=20)

1. Have you heard of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek?
Students Yes 16 No 4
Tnbal Emplayees Yes 20 No 0
Choctaws at Large Yes 16 No 4

2 Have vou heard of the Treaty of Doak’s Stand?

Students Yes 13 No 7
Tribal Employees Yes 12 No 8
Choctaws at Large Yes 8 No 12

5 Have you heard of the Treaty of Washington City, also known
as the Treaty of 18252

Students ' Yes 6 No 14
Tribal Employees Yes 5 No 15
Choctaws at Large Yes 12 No 8

10y
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4.

What was the Treaty of Washington City about?

Students Don't know 18  Answered 2°
Tribal Employees Don't know 20  Answered 0
Choctaws-at-ll_..arge Don’t know 20  Answered - 0

O “About ]'a’,ﬁd exchange for reservation land in Oklahoma for
the Five Civilized Tribes.”
“For one of the Five Civilized Tribes to move to Oklahoma.”

What is your opinion of the Treaty of Washington City?

Students No opinion 17 Answered 3°
Tribal Employees No opinion 20  Answered 9§
Choctaws-at-Large No opinion 20  Answered 0

O “1 didn't like it because we didn’t need to go to Oklahoma.”
“They should have stayed where they were.”
“We should have held out at Dancing Rabbit Creek.”

Who signed the Treaty of Washington City for the Choctaw
Nation?

Students Don’t know 15  Answered 5°
Tribal Employees Don't know 19 Answered 12
Choctaws-at-Large Don't know 18  Answered 29

O *Leflore and
Apukshunnubbee”
"Pushmataha”
"Pushmataha”
"Pushmataha”
“Leflore”

4 "Pushmataha”

& "Greenwood Leflore”
"Leflore and
Mushulatubbee”

Who signed the Treaty of Wasnington City for the United
States?

Students Don't know 17 Answered 3°

Tribal Employees Don't know 20 Answered 0

Choctaws-at-farge Don't know 20  Answered 0
O "Jackson”

“Jackson”

"Jackson”
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8. What did the Treaty of Washington City mean to the Choctaw

Nation?
Students Don't know 18  Answered 2°
Tribal Employees Don’t know 20  Answered 0
Choctaws-at-Large Don't know 20  Answered 0

O "More land”
“L.ost mo=e land”

9. What did the Treaty of Washington City mean to the United

States?
Students Don’t know 18  Answered 2°
Tribal Employees Don’t know 20  Answered 0
Choctaws-at-Large Don't know 19  Answered 19

O “More land for settlers”
"More land for white
people”

a Cw
"More land for Choctaw Nation

10. Where was the site of the Treaty of Washington City, also
known as the Treaty of 18257

Students Son't know 19 Answered 1°
Tribal Employees Don’t know 20  Answered 0
Choctaws-at-Large Don't know 18  Answered 2°

O "Nanih Waiya”

O “Doak’s Stand”
“Northern Mississippi”
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TOTAL SURVEYED(IN=60):

1.

10.

Have you heard of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek?
Yes 52 (87%) No 8 (13%)

Have you heard of the Treaty of Doak’s Stanc'?

Yes 33 (55%) No 27 (45%)
Have you heard of the Treaty of Washington City, also known as
the Treaty of 18257

Yes 23 (38%) No 37 (62%)

What was the Treaty of Washington City about? N
Don't know 58 (97%)  Answered 2 (03%)

What is your opinion of the Treaty of Washington City?
No opinion 57 {(95%) Answered 3 (05%)

Who signed the Treaty of Washington City for the Choctaw
Nation?
Don't know 52 (87%) Answered 8 (13%)

Who signed the Treaty of Washington City for t'.e United States?
Don’t know 57 {95%) Answered 3 (05%)

Mhat did the Treaty of Washington City mean to the Choctaw
Natien?
Don't know 58 (97%) Answered 2 (03%)

What did the Treaty of Washington City mean to the United
States?
Don't know 57 (95%) Answered 3 (05%)

Where was the site of the Treaty of Washington City, also known
as the Treaty of 18257

Dont know 57 (95%) Answered 3 (05%)
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These results indicated that of the total population (N=60)
surveyed, eighly-seven percent knew about the Treaty of Dancing
Rabbit Creck (anticipated number was seventy-five percent); fifty-five
percent knew about the Treaty of Doak’s Stand (anticipated number
was fifty percent); and thirty-eight percent knew about The Treaty of
Washington City (anticipated number was twenty-five percent).

The results of the survey prompted the recornmendation that the
Choctaw people become more knowledgeable about these three
treaties and the impact of eazh on the Choctaws; the effect that
"Removal” had upon Choctaw families; and the drastic changes
brought about by the treaties. Additionally, it is recommended that all
Choctaw students receive academic instruction covering these
treaties, realted events and repercussions; and that a narrative,
clarifying treaty history, be made available to the Choctaw population.

The Treaty of Doak’s Stand, 1820; the Treaty of Washington City,
1825; the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 1830: May each Choctaw
resolve to remember, and more importantly, go forward, with renewed
determination to insure the success, the perseverance, and the
preservation of the Choctaw Tribe.
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You must speak straight so that
- your words may go as sunlight
to our hearts.
—Cochise

CHAPTER 8

EVENTS LEADING TO THE TREATY OF
DANCING RABBIT CREEK
Brian Mask

Approximately five thousand Choctaws !ive on or around the
Choctaw Reservation, consisting of seven communities scattered
throughout five counties in east-central Mississippi. They are the
remnant of the original land owners of most of Mississippi and adjoining
parts of Alabama, Louisiana, and Arkansas. The Choctaws were the
first of the Southern Indians to be disinherited by the Andrew Jackson
removal team.

In a series of nine treaties, executed in the first fifty-four years of
the Republic, the United States extinguished the Choctaw Nation east
of the Mississippi River. Early treaties defined bouncaries, granted
roadways, and established trading posts. They set the pattern for
subsequent treaties that led to the rapid and complete erosion of the
Choctaw land base,

In 1820, the Choctaws received thirteen million acres in what is
now Arkansas and Oklahoma, in the fairest land exchange the tribe
ever received (Treaty of Doak’s Stand).! A beneficent governmeni had
assured them sovereignty as a nation that would sprawl both east and
west of the Mississippi. Hand in hand with this “beneficent”
Jovernment, surely the tribe would prosper! It embraced missionaries
and mission schools, constitutional law, and the election process. The
tribe formed a partnership in the name of mutual progress.

‘Charles J Kappler, comp , Indian Affars: Law and Treaves, Vol 2 (Washington, DC -
Government Printing Office, 1904). p. 191,
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Midway in the decade, 1820-1830, the process soured. Squatters
were rife in the Arkansas land. Chiefs Apukshunnubbee and
Pushmataha set off for Washington to amend the Doak’s Stand Treaty;
both died before they could accomplish their task. According to
Haywood, seitlers clamored for the Mississippi lands. With the election
of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency, the settlers had the powerful ally
they needed to remove the Choctaws. The idea that Indians only had
"users” rights was already in circulation.”

Fven President Thomas Jefferson had suggested removal of the
Indians to the West. With the dawn of 1830, the stage was set. Both
State and Federal Governments, more powerful now than the
Choctaws, boldly called for removal. The majority of the Choctaws
were firmly against the idea.

The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek was the last treaty signed
between the Mississippi Choctaws and the United States Government.
Daricing Rabbit Creek was where the Choctaws tried to keep the last of
their Mississippi homeland, but failed.

Bob Ferguson, an author of many books on the history of the
Mississippi Choctaws, stated in an interview that in 1820 at Doak’s
Stand, Choctaw Nation, the Choctaw Indians traded most of their
exceedingly rich delta land, more than five million acres, for land west
of the Mississippi River. They retained a little more than ten million
acres of their red hills homeland.?

Ferguson continued by saying that the rich central Delta was not
enough for the Urited States expansionists, or in the words of Dr.
Arrell Gibson, speaking at Tupelo, Mississippi, November, 1982, “the
Great American Land Animal”. Ferguson also said that settlers exerted
pressure on their political repr.sentatives to open Choctaw land for
White settlernent. Within two vears, Andrew Jackson, satisfied their
wildest desires. He sent Commissioner John Coffee, and Secretary of
War, John Eaton, to secure the remaining land east of the Mississippi
River.!

There was o be no increase inwestern Choctaw land. It wasnow a
matter of taking the ten million acres. There would be no exchange.
Force and threats were the weapons of the negotiators.

JJohn Haywood, The Cuid and Poliical History of the State of Tennessee, (Nashulle 1823,
quoted i Arthur H DeRover, Jr, Indhan Removal Negotiations The Doak’s Stand Example.”

Jowrnagl Southeastern Indian Anbquities Suney (1972 38

dnteruien with Bob Ferquson, Mississipp Band of Choctaw Indians, Peard B 1, Mississipp,
February 1)
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The Choctaws would no longer have a choice. Removal would be
mandatory. At Jeast that was the treaty as presented at Dancing Rabbit
Creek. It was not until the final days at the treaty site that provisions
were made for the Choctaws who wanted to remain in Mississippi.

By the time Andrew Jackson became a candidate for the
Presidential Office in 1828, the subject of Indian Removal was a national
issue. Jackson was well known 1or his sirong feelings about removal.
He had appeared at the negotiations to procure many of the Indian
treaties or cessions. His dominating personality impressed the Indians,
and he beguiled many into the conviction that he was their friend.

In Jackson's first annual message to Congress, he urged the
Choctaws east of the Mississippi lo move to the West; but formally
announced that if they did not, they would be subject to the laws of the
stale. The following January, the Mississippi Legislature declared that
“all rights of Indians” within the state were repealed.

September 1830: ©

During the first two weeks of September, Eaton and Coffee busied
themselves with the problem of food and supplies for the Indians. [t was
estimated that between five and six thousand men, women, and
children would attend the negotiations. Eaton decided to use the
resources of the United States Army to feed and control so large a
gathering in the middle of the forest.

On September 15th to 17th of 1830, more than six thousand
Choctaws gathered at the treaty site of Dancing Rabbit Creek. Some
came by horse and buggy and others on foot. The trip took scme
people two to three days, while others traveled for weeks.

Along with the Choctaws came the lowest element of white
sociely: gamblers, saloon keepers, and prostitutes, all solely interested
in separating the Indians from their meager possessicns.

Saturday, September 18th, 11:00 AM.: |
Both of the officials, Eaton and Coffee, addressed the Chocte o people,
with Eaton doing most of the talking. John Pitchlynn, a United States
interpreter for the Choctaw Tribe, interpreted the content of Eaton's

S

Crant Foreman. Indhan Remen al iNorman, Olkdahoma University of Oklahoma Press, 1932), p
21 .

oThis summary of events draws on matenal m G5 Games, "Removal of the Choe aws”
Alabama State Depar ment of Archiwes and _History  Historcal and Patriotie Seres 10,

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(Birrmingham  1928), F S Halberr, “Story of the Treaty of Dancng Rabbut,” Misassippy Histoncal
Society b, (19021, pp . 373412, AW Dilord, “The Treaty of Dancaing Rabbut Creek Between the
United States and the Chox taw Induns in 18307 Alabama HFistorkal Socrety Transad ons, {18590,

sh. 99 106

Four



and Coffee’s comments. The commissioners stated their object've
simply: Removal of the Choctaws to the western land, which had
become Choctaw land in 1820.

Monday, September 20th:
The Choctaws spent most of the day organizing their ideas and
preparing their r <resentatives for treaty discussion.

Tuesday, September 21st:
The Choctaws asked for terms of the treaty and the commissioners
said they would meet with them the next day to “offer them terms such
as they hoped would be considered liberal, .. .”

Wednesday, September 22nd:
Eaton and Coffee proposed that the Choctaws be moved to Indian
Territory, and that the Choctaws would receive: money, farm and
household equipment; subsistence for one year; pay for improving
Mississippi land; and additional land for the chiefs, captains, and
principal men.

Thursday, September 23rd:
The Choctaws rejected the offer. The Choctaws wanted a perpetual
agreement that the United States would never take the western land,
even though the Choctaws did nct like the “Indian Territory” land.
However, Eaton and Coffee stood firm, and Choctaw resistance
crumbled.

Friday, September 24th:
The Choctaws kept to themselves, but Greenwood Leflore probably
met with the commissioners.

Saturday, September 25th:
Tte Choctaws made their offer, which asked that tnose who wished to
remain in Mississippi would have the opportunity to become U.S.
citizens. The U.S. Commissioners objected to some of the stipulations
and made a counter offer.

Sunday, September 26th:
Sunday negotiations took place between the chiefs ar.d various
captains and officials. Names were added to the proposed terms to
ensure that land allotments went tc the appropriate persons.

Monday, September 27th:
The council meeting reconvened. Secretary of War, Eaton, spoke to
the group and painted a dark picture. He told them that if they did not
sign the treaty, the President of “he United States would laugh at their
calamities. Continuing to use coercion, Eaton told the Choctaws that
there would be no United States protection at all unless they agreed to
the terms of the treaty. One hour later, at 1:00 P.M,, the Choctaws
signed the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, giving away their final
10,423,130 acres in Mississippi in exchange for nothing but
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“protection”.’

The following day, Tuesday, September 28, 1830, supplementary
articles were signed and the commissioners left the freaty site at 4:00
P.M. President Andrew Jackson signed the treatyon February 4, 1831,
It was ratified twenty days lai. by the Sen‘afe';-"

David Folsom, in a letter to a Presbyterian minister,expressedthe
feelings of the Choctaws:

We are exceedingly tired. We have heard of the ratification of the Choctaw
Treaty. Qur doom s sealed. There is no other course for us but to turn our
faces to our new homes toward the setting sun.®

Today, the treaty site is marked with a monument. It is remote and
hard to find. For several years it stood alone in a small roadside
clearing. When the self-siyled, old “chief”, Cameron Wesley, died at the
age of 108, he was buried near the marker. Today, Dancing Rabbit
Creek Treaty ground, where a nation died, is fittingly, a graveyard.

Author’s Note:

On Ji.auary 26, 1984, my classmates, my teachers, and I visited the
treaty site of Dancing Rabbit Creek. The site is located at the side of a
country road in Noxubee County, Mississippi, near the fork of Dancing
Rabbit Creek. Walking through the treaty grounds, I could almost feel
the presence of some of those who were there over 153 years ago.
Looking around, I could almost see the Choctaw warriors and Whites
in council. Looking across the area where they camped, | could imagine
the women cooking and the children playing. For a moment, | felt as
though | was part of the signing; and then, | was almost overcome by a
mixture of eerie, yet sad and empty feelings. I'll remember that day for a
long time.

Brian Mask
February 14, 1984

THe reconstraction of events follws Bob Ferguson, Speech at Dancing Rabbit Creek
Sesgua e fenman 20 September 1930
Cranna U Conlan, Chronicdes of Oklahoma 4, No 4 (1926}, guoted in Arthur H DeRosier, Jr ,
Joe Revmog gt the Chingtauw Indians (19700 128
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This marker is located at the site where the Treaty of Dancing Rabbif Creek was signed. The site
Q "~ in Noxubee County, Mississippi, near the fork of Dancing Rabbit Creek. / Photo by Bill Brescia
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l: lillc The marker at Dancing Rabbit Creek Trealy ground, now surrounded by graves / Photo by Bill Brescia
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CHAPTER 9

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHOCTAW TRIBAL CODE
Angela Hickman

In the early days, the Choctaw people found it difficult to develop
rules of conduct. Rules were necessary for peace and harmony, for
reduction of fighting and killing, and for organization of the
government.,

Prior to and during the Eighteenth Century, the Choctaws were town
dwellers. Each town was controlled by a council of clan elders. The towns
were joined together into a nation with a general council and three principal
chiefs, each representing a geographic division of the nation. . . .

Each district chief or mingg was elected by the men within their own
district, . .. and the district chief's position depended upon inheritance and
ability. In time of matters of great importance, {such] as war{are, the three
district chiefs ruled as one unit. ,

Important decisions were settled in district councils, which were
called by the district chief. . . . Although the occasion was serious, a council
was also the time of feasting, games, and dances. And, thoughit is probable
that only the chiefs look an active part in the oratory and that they
influenced those in attendance, the {inal decision was arrived at through
majority expression.!

The Choctaws abided by a harsh law regarding homicide, which
was considered a capital offense.

{The Chactaw] . .. criminal code was very simple--blood for blood. ...

When a Choctaw committed homicide, he was never put under
arrest. He knew the debt had to be paid, and how it was to be paid, and
there is no instance in which he {ailed to appea on the day and at the place
appointed. Re-adjustments, reductions and compromises were not
lolerated. It sqmetimes happened that if the party was a youngman, witha
family, his aged father, or uncle, or some one of his bleod would offer io die
m his place, and this was always acceoted in satisfaction. The party about
to die spent the preceding night in chanting his death song, and
continued tu sing unti! he reached the appointed spot. He then calmly

1Jesse O McKee, and Jon A. Schenkler, The Choctaws (Jackson, Mississippt: University Press
of Mississippn, 1980}, pp. 16-17.
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knelt, an-d was shot or tomahawked by one of his kindred, and thus the
feud was extinguished.?

Before a legal code existed in written form, “. . . the few laws the
early Choctaws had were the result of majority opinion and were
derived through custom rather than through legislative action.”3

During modern times, the Choctaws, like other American Indian
tribes, found themselves adjusting to ever-changing federal policy, (See
Appendix for “A Historical Overview of European and Federal Policy
Toward North American Indian Tribes”) Through the Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934, also known as the Wheeler-Howard Act,
“Indian tribes were encouraged to aclopt their own constitutions . . . and
to manage their own government and business affairs.” Canby
expands on the relationship between the Federal Government and
Indian tribes in regard to self government:

The term “Indian Law” is a catchall with various meanings, but it refers
primarily to that body of law dealing with the status of Indian tribes and

their special relationship with the Federal Government. . . . In this
application, “Indian Law” might be better termed “Federal Law About
Indians” .5

Indian Law is strongly linked with federal Indian policy; and in the
past the law has been affected, as popular and governmental attitudes
changed toward Indians. According to Canby, there are four persistent
themes that sum up the doctrinal basis of present law:

First, the tribes are independent entities with inherent powers of self-
overnment.

Second, the independence of the tribes is subject to the exceptionally qreat
powers of Congress to regulate and modily the status of the tribes.

Third, the power lo deal with and regulate the tribes is wholly federal; the
states are excluded unless Congress delegates power to them.

Fourth, the Federal Government has a responsibility for the protection of
the tribes and their properties, including protectioniromencroachment by
the states and citizens.b

2} F.H. Claiborne, Mississippt as a Prouince, Territory and Slalg(Spananburg, SouthCarolina
The Repn..: Company, 1978), p. 488,

Wesse O. McKee, and Jorn A. Schenkler, The Choctaws, p 17.

1Steven L. Pevar, The Rights of Indians and Tribes (New York: Bantam Books, Inc., 1983}, pp 5

SWitham C Canby, Jr , American indan Law i a Nutshelt (St. Paul, Minnesota West Publishing
Co., 1981), p. 1

Htnd., p 2
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Each tribe, although under “Indian Law” from the federal
standpoint, has the right to establish a tribal code that is unique to the
needs of tribal members; that is the basis for law and order; and that
allows the tribe to run its own affairs. Today, the Choctaws residi.ig on .
the Choctaw Reservation in east-central Mississippi have a forrn of
governmnent created and designed by themselves. In the early 1940's, a
seventeen-member Choctaw Business Committee was formed; and by
1945, the first Choctaw Constitution had been written.” When this
constitution was approved by the Choctaws, a Tribal Coup-il was
formed, which consisted of sixteen members elected from the seven
communities: Pearl River, Bogue Chitto, Conehatta, Tucker, Red
Water, Standing Pine, and Bogue Homa.8

In 1975, the Constitution and Bylaws was revised, changing the
office of the Chairman of the Tribal Council to that of Tribal Chief. The
Chief is elected to a four-year term; the Council members serve four
years, but half of the councilis up for re-election every two years. Seven
committees were established for “greater expertise in legislative
decision-making,” and each council member is an appointee to one of
these committees. The Council elects a committee chairman to head
each committee.?

The existing form of government is mainly responsible for the
growth and success of the Mississippi Choctaws and for the
continuation and the preservation of their traditional heritage.
Positions, crucial to the functionof the Choctaw tribal government, are
filled by a carefully selected staff. In order to more fully understand the
duties of certain tribal employees, the author selected four members of
the Choctaw Tribal Government staff, and conducted interviews
specifically designed around each individual position. Following are
interviews with these tribal employees, who discussed their role in the
governmental structure:

Ed Smith, Choctaw Tribal Attorney, was interviewed in his office, in
November, 1983. His responses follow:
1 What kind of power does your office have?

“The duties and power come through the Tribal Chiei’s
office. | take carz of most correspondence. The chief

Bemamin Strout, "A New Era,” m Checraw Tnbal Government, A New Era. ed Wilham Brescia
(Philadelphia, Mississippr Choctaw Heritage Press, 1982), pp 22, 38

“Mississippr Band of Choctaw Indians, Revised Constitution and Bylgus of the Mississippr Band
of Choc tau Indians (1974), approved by United States Commussioner of Indhan Affairs (1975), p 2

-Bemamin Strout. "A New Era.” n Chocraw Tribad (Fovernrn(’fw{LA New Era. pp 29.38. 41
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reads, approves, and signs this correspondence. Virtually,
I have no power.”

2. What are some of your daily duties?

6.

"No set duties. One duty is to review business
responsibilites of the Tribal Government. Also, to serve as
translator of legal terms. For example: The tribe employs
over four hundred people, and provides medical insurance
coverage; so, | review policies of companies that want to
sell their policies to the tribe. I look over things done and
make certain they are legal, hoth with business between
the tribe and the outside world, and within the tribe.”

What kind of relationship do you have with the Tribal Council?
Are you a member?

“No, I am not a member. The Tribal Council created this
job, and I occasionally meet with the Council and consult
with the members.”

What are some of your official goals?

“The major goal is to keep the tribe out of court whenever
possible; and when it is not possible, to make certain the
tribe wins.”

How does your job compare with that of the Tribal Councii?

“11.ave not practiced much inthe Tribal Court. L have gone
in once, every two years or so, in the past eight years.”

What advice would you give to the young Choctaw people
today in terms of what to do with their lives?

“The most important thing to do is to develop strongideas
of what is right and wrongand to live by them. These ideas,
in order to be strong, must make sense.”

Over what areas does the Choctaw Judicial System have

urisdiction?
“Tribal Court jurisdiction covers all reservation lands, or
government lands on which schools are located, and
covers tribal members on criminal matters. In other
words, it concerns itself in two areas--lands and people.
This includes Indians and non-indians, on civilmatters, on
reservation land. Matters, both criminal and civii, are



handled in court, For example, if someone steals a car, it is
a criminal matter; if they wreck a car, it is a civil matter.”

8. What is the difference between civil and criminal law in the

Choctaw Judicial System?

“There is one Choctaw Tribal Code--part is civil and part is
criminal.”

9. What are the qualifications to be a judge?

10.

11.

12.

13.

(From: Chapter 3, page 8, Choctaw Tribal Code, adopted
by the Choctaw Tribal Council, 1981).

“No person shall be eligible to be a Chief Judge or an
Associate Judge unless he or she:

(a) Is at least thirty (30) years of age;

(b) Has successfully completed at least two (2) years of
accredited college level coursework;

{c) Has never been convicted of a felony;
{d) Is of good moral character and integrity;

{e) Can rez’, write and understand the 'English
language and can speak and understand the
Choctaw language;

{f) Is familiar with the provision of this Code, Choctaw
Court prodecures, Federal law applicable to the
Reservation and Choctaw customs, and is capable
of preparing the papers and reports incidental to the
office of a judge; and

{g) Is a member of the Tribe and one-half or more
degree Choctaw blood.”

A judge in the Choctaw Judicial System serves for how long?
"Four years.”
How many years of law school did you attend?

"Three vears.”

Do you have a degree from law school?
"Yes, from the University of Mississippi School of Law.”

What is a legal code?
“A legal code is a set of laws passed by the Tribal Council
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to govern the actions of people under the jurisdiction of
the Tribal Court. The Choctaw L.egal Code has been
developed from a combination of other tribal codes. A
large part is modeled after the Zuni Tribal Code. A couple
of parts are from "Model Codes”; for example, the
National Association of Tribal Government was the basis
for the Choctaw Legal Code section on extradition. Qur
code is adapted to the needs of the Choctaw Reservation.
It is unique to the State’s courts. Twe procedures can be
followed--one to accommodate the traditional way and
one to accommodate the more formal way.”

14, Please tell me how the government has changed into a federal
system?

"Jurisdiction first began in 1918 when the Bureau of Indian
Affairs set up an agency and began building houses onland
purchased by the Federal Government. As more land was
purchased, federal involvement got larger.

In 1968, in a case in the Mississippi State Court in
Philadeiphia, a judge recognized federal jurisdiction over
reservation lands for the first time. The judge in this case
had meetings, and let the Choctaw Agency, Neshoba
County Sheriff, and Mississippi State Highway Patrol
know what he was going to rule, so that the BIA could
make certain there would be law enforcement on the
reservation.

In 1971, the United States Federal Courts ruled that there
was no reservation undet federal jurisdiction. They said
the Choctaw Tribe, as a legal government, was moved to
Oklahoma, and those tribal members that stayed after the
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 1830, became citizens of
the State of Mississippi. Thus, they were subject to state
jurisdiction.

In 1978, the United States Supreme Court ruled that the
Choctaw Tribe did exist, and that it was reorganized in
1945 as the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians.
Furthermore, they said that the Choctaw Reservation was
not subject lo state laws.

From 1971 to 1578, there were a lot of questions as to
whether Choctaw Law and Order should be here. For
abou! five months prior to a finai ruling, Law and Order
took arrested people to the Neshoba County Court.”
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15. How did you get interested in law?

“While | was in the service and college, and involved with
veteran groups, | was told | should become a lawyer--so |
decided to do it.”10
» X ¥
Roger Anderson, the Chairman of Judicial Affairs and Law
Enforcement Committee, was interviewed in his office in November,
1983. His responses follow:

1. How did you get interested in Judicial Law Enforcement?

“The committee came about by appointment by the Tribal
Council. I am the chair of the committee that finds,
studies, and recommends new laws that may become a
part of the Choctaw Legal Code. Serving on the
committee are four members that are appointed by the
Tribal Council every two years. My job began this July,
and I accepted the appointment because [ wanted tolearn
more about judicial law in the tribal government.”

2. How many years of law school did you attend?

"I did not attend law school. | completed the GED to
receive my diploma.”

3. How is the Choctaw Legal Code related to the federal court
system?
“The Choctaw Legal Code is the set of laws that the
Choctaw Court of Indian Offenses applies on the
reservation. The [ederal court system applies jederal laws
that relate to reservation activities.”

4.  What would your aclvice be to the Choctaw youth who are
interested in the Choctaw Legal Code System or law?
‘Il recommend that students study law and become
lawyers, because the needs are certainly here.”
5. Are you wiliing to help the youth who are interested in iaw?

“Yes, and whatever the needs of the youth, | think the
Tribal Council should support them.”

“ntervie . with Ed Smith, Choctaw Tribal Attorney, Mississipp Band of Chactaw Indians, Peart
River. Mississippi. November 1983
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6. What kind of training have you had in Judicial Law
Enforcement?

"No formal training is required for this job. Our job is
policy making. We make a study to decide whether there
should be a change in the present Tribal Code, and
present a recommendation to the Tribal Council.”

7. What are some of your official goals?

"As [or our objectives--sometimes we follow state law.
Some of our short-term objectives are to establish a public
health and sanitation code; to establish standards for
foster homes; to establish a youth, first-offenders
program; and to initiate a drug-offense ordinance. Some of
our long range goals are to contract Choctaw Law and
Order and to contract the Choctaw Court System.
Presently, both Law and Order and the Court System are
operated by the BIA, or under their guidance.”

s.  What kind of power does your office have?

“No power in this office, just recommendations. The
power comes from the sixteen members of the Tribal
Council. Recommendations, from this office, are written,
and presented to the Tribal Council at scheduled Council
meetings.”!!

Y * *
Preston lsaac, Supervisory Criminal Investigator, was interviewed in
January, 1984. His responses foilow:
1. What is your job title?
“Supervisory Criminal Investigator: Sometimes [ am
called "Agency Special Officer’.”
2 What are some of your office goals?
“To serve the Choctaw people. To prevent crimes and
protect lives and property.”
3 What are the qualifications f{or your job?
"To complete high school, investigators school, tc take

Hinterview with Roger Anderson, Chairman of Judicial Aftairs and Law Entorcement, Mississippt
Band of Choctaw Indians. Pearl Rver, Mississipp, November 1983
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management courses, and to be physically fit. You can
start as a patrolman and advance to Captain’s position.
From there to investigators school, and then, when there
is an opening, you can apply and hope to get the job. There
is Indian preference for these positions; but if there is not
an Indian that is qualified, then a non-Indian could get the
job. You need to be twenty-one to thirty-five to apply; for
BIA however, a veteran can be twenty. You can stay until
retirement age or you can retire after twenty years of
service if you are fiity-five.”

4. Is this a full-time job?
“Yes, a {ull-time job.”
5. What are some of your duties?

“We investigate major offenses such as manslaughter,
rape, robbery, embezzlement, larceny, incest, murder,
arson, burglary, kidnapping, and carnal knowledge of
{emales under sixteen. We mainly investigate murder,
manslaughter, rape, and assault with intent to do bodily
harm. We investigate about six felony cases a year. We
investigate deaths to see if they may be murder,
mansiaughter, or by natural causes. Also, we investigate
trespassing on tribal lands by non-Indians who may be
cutting timber or selling liquor. They cannot be chargedin
Tribal Court, but they can be tried in Federal Court. Ifitis
a misdemeanor, they are turned over to local authorities.

I am in charge of the department, and supervise one
captain, one court clerk, one police officer, and my
secretary. [ oversee the operation of the department. Any
changes made are with the approval of the Chief of Law
Enforcement of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in
Washington, D.C., or the Superintendent of the Agency.
It is possible to get transferred to a higher position in the
Indian iaw enforcement field. As long as 1 don’t mess up or
become disabled, | canstay here until | retire if changes are
not made.”

& In what capacity is your job affected by the Legal Code

System?
“We ‘ollow, apply, and enforce the Title 18 USCA for
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felonies, and the Choctaw Tribal Code for
misdemeanors.”

7. Does youir job bring vou into contact with the Tribal Council?

“Sometimes, but they have a Tribal Judicial Affairs
Officer; and when we want something, we present our
request to him. He makes aresolution, and then sendsit to
the Council for approval, or disapproval, so | have no
direct contact.”

8. How did you become interested in this job?

“I retired from the service, and wanted ajob. I thought the
best opportunity was in law enforcement, so I applied fora
part time job--weekends only. There were two officersand
three part-time officers. Soon, after | began working there,
one of the full-time officers broke his leg, and the other two
part-time men could not work full time, so I began full time.
About two months later, [went to the Police Academy and
completed training. | was hired as a full-time, regular law
enforcement officer. While in the Army, I was an M.P. for
six months in Germany.”

e

Did you attend law school?

“No, not law school. My training consists of completing
courses at:

Police Academy in Roswell, New Mexico
Investigators Training School 1 Glencoe, Georgia
Management School in Brigham City, Utah
Fire Arms [nstr, o in Brigham City, Utah
Juvenile School ..« Brigham City, Utah
Scientific Crime Detection in Chicago, lllinois
Riot Control in Brownsville, Texas

(S; onsored by the marshal’s office)
Fire Investigators School in Tuscaloosa, Alabama
Supervision of Police Personnel, Brigham City, Utah

| am planning on taking an FB! course it Quantice,
Virginia, if I am selected. | was a member of the Special
Services Operation Team, which is similar to a SWAT

team.”

10. Do you have a degree?
"A two-year AA degree in Police Science.”
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11, Is there anything that you would like to add?

"We perform other duties, such as, escorting funeral
processions; transporting sick or injured personnel when
other transportation is not available; and investigating all
civil, criminal, and traffic complaints, We are deputized
with the Neshoba County Sheriff's Department, and we

can make arrests of! the reservation of both Indians and . .

non-Indians, We have a class of Boy Scouts of America
who we train in law enforcement, These Law Enforcement
Explorers are students at Choctaw Central High School,
and attend one of our classes per week."!2

X »* *
Esterline Tubby, Choctaw Judge, was interviewed in her office in
January, 1984, Her responses follow:
1. How did you become a judge?

“I never intended to become a judge. I had a phone call
from a representative of the Tribe, and | was told that | had
been chosen as one of the associate judges. | said ‘OK.,
and was sworn in.”

2. What are the qualifications for your job?

“As long as you know yo: can help your people, have faith
in yourself, and know you would like to work in court, then
you are qualified. When you fill out an application, you are
recognized by the Tribal Council members.”

3. What hours do you work?

“From the beginning, I didn’t hove any certain hours to
work. I stayed home, and the Ccurt assigned me to sign
bond papers for people from 7:00 to 10:00 at night. | am
paid by the hour.”

4. Is this a full-time job?

“At first, it was not a {ull-time job.”

5. What are some of your office duties?

“Ireceive a lot of phone calls from people wanting to know

?Interview with Preston Isaac, Supervisory Criminal Investigator, Mississipp Band of Choctaw
Indians, Pearl Rwer, Mississippi, January 1984.
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the date that they shouid appear in court, and from people
wanting to change their court date,”

6. Would you please tell me some of the things you do in court?

"During the mornings, I handle civil matters. On Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday, I preside in court over matters
such as divorce, child advocacy hearings, marriages, and
broken families. As for the broken families, I try to bring
them back -together. During the afternoons, I handle
criminal matters. Sometimes we have a juvenile case
where the child will not listen "o the parents, or will try to
run away. If a case comes before me that involves one of
my relatives, 1 hand it to Judge Jackson Isaac. In April,
we're hoping to have a Youth Judge. We have succeeded
in a lot of areas.”

7. Were you nervous at first when appearing in court as a Judge?

“At {irst, when | thought about it, [ didn't know what | was
going to do. [ was afraid that | couldn’t face the people. !
started having bad headaches, and then, something
snapped in my head and my headaches disappeared, and1
quit worrying.”

8. How do you feel about education?

“l think education is feally important in life. You can be
whatever you want if you have an education.”

9. In what capacity is your job affected by the Legal Code
System?
“I love all things about my people and love to work with
them. If there is anyway I can help or uplift them | do.
Under the Legal Code, I think people are treated fairly. We
need to expand the code to be able to help our people
more.

10. Does vour job bring you in contact with the Tribal Council?
IIYGS.M

11. What school did you attend?

“A Workshop in Phoenix, Arizona; Judicial and Law
Department Training; and training under the National
American Indian Association.”




12. How many years do you hold your position as judge?
"Four years,”
13. Are you able to help the Choctaw youth who are interested in
law? ‘
"Yes, and [ love to.”
14.  Are you able to give advice to the Choctaw youth who are
interested in law?

"Yes, | would love to see some of our Choctaw young
people become lawyers.”13

Listed below are the "Rights of Indians” as listed in Article X of the
Revised Constitution and Bylaws of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians.

Sec. 1. The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, in exercising
powers of self-government, shall not:

(a) Make or enforce any law prohibiting the free exercise of
religion, or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition for a redress of
grievances;

(b) Violate the right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable search and seizures,
nor is "ie warrants, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched and
the person or thing to be seized;

{c) Subject any person for the same offense to be twice put in
jeopardy,

(d) Compel any person in any criminal case to be awitness against
himself;

(e} Take any private property for a public use without just
compensation;

(f) Deny any person in a criminal proceeding the right to « speedy
and public trial, to be informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and at his own
expense to have the assistance of counsel for his defense;

nter view with Esterhne Tubby, Choctaw Judge, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indhans, Pearl
River, Mississippr, January 1934

1.
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(g) Require excessive bail, impose excessive fines, inflict cruel and
unusual punishments, and in no event impose for conviction of any one
offense any penalty or punishment greater than imprisonment for a
term of six months or a fine of $500, or both;

(h) Deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection
of its laws or deprive any person of liberty or property without due
process of law;

(i) Pass any bill of attainder or ex post facto law; or

(j) Deny to any person accused of an offense punishable by
imprisonment the right, upon request, to a trial by jury of not less than
six persons.

Sec. 2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall be available to
any person, in a court of the United States, to test the legality of his
detention by order of an Indian tribe.

The survival and continued growth of the great Choctaw Nation a
nation within a nation, is an accomplishment to behold and appreciate.
With confidence and faith, the Mississippi Choctaws, under the
guidance of their Tribal Chief, Phillip Martin, and the Tribal Council,
continue to grow and succeed.

Teach us the road to travel and we
will not depart from it forever.
—Satank
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Appendix

A Historical Overview of European and Federal Policy Toward North
American Indians

Revised Constitution and Bylaws of the Mississippi Rand of Choctaw
Indians

Treaty of Doak’s Stand
Treaty of Wezhington City
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek
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A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF EUROPEAN AND FEDERAL
POLICY TOWARD NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBES

TRIBAL INDEPENDENCE, 1492-1787:

During this time, the North American continent was inhabited by over
four hundred, independent tribes, each controlling its own territory
and having its own government, culture, and language.

AGREEMENTS BETWEEN EQUALS, 1787-1816:

The United States Government regarded Indian tribes as having the
same stalus as foreign nations. In order to gain the allegiance and
friendship of the Indian tribes, Congress passed a number of laws to
protect the Indians from abuse by non-Indians.

RELOCATION OF THE INDIANS, 1828-1887:

The eastern tribes were to be removed to lands west of the Mississippi
River. In 1871, Congress decided to discontinue making treaties with
the Indian tribes. The Federal Government determined that the tribes
were no longer independent nations “whose treaty consent was
needed.”

ALLOTMENT AND ASSIMILATION, 1887-1934:

During this time the General Allotment Act, also known as the Dawes
Act, was passed which marked the beginning of a major effort by the
United States “to assimilate Indians into white society.”

INDIAN REORGANIZATION, 1934-1953:

The Indian Reorganization Act, also known as the Wheeler-Howard
Act, was designed to “rehabilitate the Indians’ economic life and to give
them a chance to develop the mitiative destroyed by a century of
oppression and paternalism.””

TERMINATION, 1953 1968:

This new policy, which terminated lederal benefits and services to
certain tribes and forced dissolution of their reservations, brought
Indian tribes to the brink of economic collapse.

SELF DETERMINATION, 19681977

This era marked the beginning of a new national policy toward Indian
people, affirming “'their rights to freedom of choice and self-
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determination.” Congress prohibited states from having jurisdiction
over Indian reservations without tribal consent. Acts were passed to
slimulate Indian entrepreneurship and employment; to develop natural
resources; to administer Federal Indian programs on the reservations:
and to stimulate the purchase of Indian products and Indian labor by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs in negotiating and fulfilling its contracts.

THE FUTURE

“In recent years, Indian tribes have become increasingly assertive of
their treaty and statutory rights.” The Senate supports the continued
strengthening of tribal governments:

“The longterm objective of FederalIndian policy {should] be the
development of tribal governments into full operational governments
exercising the same powers and shouldering the same responsibilities as
other local governments. This objective should be pursued in a flexible
manner, which will respect and accommodate the unique cultural and
socal atirbutes of the individual indian tribes.’

The preceding chronology is from Steven L. Pevar, The Rights of
Indians and Tribes (New York: Bantam Books, 1983), pp. 2-8.
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REVISED CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS
OF THE
MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS

PREAMBLE

We, the Choclaw Indians, members of the Mississippi Band of
Choclaw Indians, desiring to promote the achievement of self-
government for the Choctaw people do, for our welfare and benefit,
hereby adopt and proclaim the following constitution and bylaws.

ARTICLE | - NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Mississippi Band of
Choctaw Indians and may hereinafter be referred to as “the tribe.”

ARTICLE II - JURISDICTION

The jurisdiction of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians shall
extend to all lands now held or which may hereafter be acquired by or
for cv which may be used under proper authority by the Mississippi
Band of Choctaw Indians, and to all persons who are now or may
hereafter become members of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians.

ARTICLE IIl - MEMBERSHIP

Sec. 1. The membership of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians shall consist of:

(a) All Choctw Indians of one-half {1/2) or more Choctaw blood,
resident in Mississippi, danuary 1, 1940, as shown by the census
roll maintained by the Bureau of Indian Affairs at the Choctaw
Agency, provided that the tribal council shall have the power to
revise said rolls, with the approval of the Secretary of the
Interior at any time.

{b) Any child of one-half (1/2) or more Choctaw blood born to any

enrolled member of the band after January 1, 1640, shall be
entitled to membership.

Sec. 2. The tribal council shall have the power to pass ordinarnices,
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, governing,
future membership, loss of membership, and the adoption of new
members; provided that no person of less than one-half degree of
Choctaw blood shall be admitted to membership in the Mississippi
Band of Choctaw Indians.
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ARTICLE IV - GOVERNING BODY

Sec. 1. The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians shall be governed
~ by a tribal council and a tribal chief whose powers are enumerated in
Articles VIII and IX herein.

Sec. 2. The tribal council shall consist of elected representatives
from the seven (7) recognized Choctaw communities. Each
community shall be entitled to representation on the tribal council
according to population as in hereinafter provided:

Bogue Chitto Community 3
Conehatta Community 3
Pearl River Community 3
Red Water Community 2
Standing Pine Community 9
Tucker Community 2
Bogue Homa Community 1

Sec. 3. The tribal chief shall be elected by the Choctaw people at
large with each registered voter entitied to one vote.

Sec. 4. The tribal council shall have authority to make changes in
the number of representatives from each community according to
future community needs, community population changes or applicable
Federal law, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior.

Sec. 5. In order to qualify for and seek election to a seat on the
tribal council, a person must

(2) be an enrolled member of the tribe.

(b} claim residence by registration in the community which he
intends to represent.

(c) be at least 21 years of ao~.

Sec. 6. In order to qualify for and seek election to the office of tribal
chief, a person must

{a) be an enrolled member of the tribe.
(b) be at least 30 years of age prior to the date of election.

ARTICLE V - ELECTIONS

Sec. 1. Any member of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians,
whether male or female, who is eighteen (18) years of age or more and

O
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registered according to rules set forth by the tribal council, shall be
entitled to vote in any tribal election.

Sec. 2. The tribal council shall prescribe rules and regulations to
govern the conduct of tribal elections consistent with this constitution
and bylaws. All elections shall be by secret ballot.

Sec. 3. The first regular election under this revised constitution
and bylaws skall take place in June 1975. Subsequent thereto, régular
elections shall be held in June of odd-numbered years. The present
tribal council representatives shall remain in office until their
successors are duly elected and seated.

Sec. 4. In all iribal council elections, the person receiving the
largest number of votes for a given position shall be declared elected.

Sec. 5. For the election of the tribal Lh:e_f the person receiving a
majority of the total votes cast for all candfdatés shall be declared the
tribal chief. In the event that no person receives a majority of the total
votes cast, the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes
shall be paired in a run-off election. This run-off election shall be held
within thirty (30) days of the initial election. Of these two candidates,
the one who receives a majority of the total votes cast in the run-off
election shall be declared the tribal chief.

Sec. 6. The term of office for members of the tribal council shaltbe
four (4) years and until their successors are duly elected and seated,
consis*ent with Sec. 7 below.

Sec. 7. In the regular tribal council election of June, 1975, eight (8)
council representatives shall be elected for four (4) year terms and eight
(8) council representatives shall be elected for two (2) year terms, to
wit:

4 Year Terms 2 Year Terms

Bogue Chitio Community
Conehatta Community
Pe. I River Community
Red Water Community
Standing Pine Comm unity
Tucker Community
Bogue Homa Community
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For the June, 1975, tribal election, the candidate receiving the
most votes in each community will be elected to serve for a4-year term,
with the other candidate(s) being elected to serve 2-year term. This
provision does not apply to the Red Water and Rogue Homa
Communities.

Beginning with the regular tribal council election of June, 1977,
and continuing thereafter, all council representatives shall be elected
for four (4) year terms.

Sec. 8. Newly elected members of the tribal council shall take
office at the first regular meeting of the council following their election.

Sec. 9. The term of office for the tribal chief shall be four (4) years
and until a successor has been elected and seated.

Sec. 10. At the first regular meeting following each election, the
tribal council shall elect, from among the membership of the council, a
vice-chief and a secretary-treasurer with such powers and dutiesas are
hereinafter enumerated. These officials shall serve for 2 years or until
their successors are elected and seated.

ARTICLE VI - VACANCIES AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

Sec. 1.1f avacancy occurs in the membership of the tribal council
and less than one (1) year remains of the term of the member who has
vacated his position, the tribal chief shall appoint a successor to such
member, who shall serve until his successor is duly elected and seated
at the next reguiar election. The appointee shall claim residence in and
represent the same community as did the member who vacated his

position.

Sec. 2. If avacancy occurs in the membership of the tribal council
and more than one (1) year remains of the term of the member who has
vacated his position, the tribal chief shall, within sixty (60} days, cause
to be held a special election in the community entitled to representation
for the purpose of filling the vacancy.

Sec. 3. If a vacancy occurs in the office of tribal chief and less than
one {1) year remains of his term of office, the office shall automatically
be filled by the vice-chief of the tribal council.

Sec. 4. l[favacancy occurs in the office of tribal chief and me e than
one (1) year remains of his term of office, the tvibal council shall, within
sixty (60) days, cause to be held a special election in which all qual.fied
voters of the tribe may participate for the purpose of filling vacancy.
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The tribal vice-chief shall serve as tribal chief during the period of
such vacancy until a new tribal chief is elected and seated.

Sec. 5. If a vacancy occurs in the office of vice-chief or of the
secretary-treasurer of the tribal council, such a vacancy may be filled
by the council by election of one of its members to the office.

Sec. 6. Any member of the tribal government (including the tribal
chief and members of the trival council) or any employee of the
{ississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, who, during the term for which
he is elected or appointed, is convicted of a felony shall be subject to
removal {rom his office by action of the tribal council.

Sec. 7. Any of the seven (7) recognized Choctaw communities
represented on the tribal council may petition for the recall of a
member it has elected by presenting, at least six months prior to the
expiration of such member’s term of office, a petition signed by at feast
forty percent (40%) of the eligible voters in that community. Within
sixty (60) days the tribal council shall cause to be held a special election
on the question of recall. No council member shall be recalled except
by the affirmative vote of a majority of those voting in an election in
which at least seventy-five (75%) of the persons eligible to vote shall
have voted. Should the recall be approved by the voters, Article VI,
Sections 1 and 2, above, shall apply.

Sec. 8. The tribal council may remove council officers from office
for cause by two-thirds vote of the council members at a meeting at
which a quorum is present, but can neither terminate nor affect their
status as council members through such action. The tribal council shall
prescribe the methods by which this removal from office may be
carried oul.

Sec. 9. The tribal chief may be removed from office if, at least six
months prior to the expiration of his term, a pelition bearing the
signatures of at least forty percent (40%) of the registered voters in the
tribe is presented to the tribal council. Within sixty (60) days of such
presentation, the tribal council shall cause to be held a special election
on the question of recall. If a majority of those voting for recall,
provisions of Article VI, Section 1 and 2, shall apply, provided that at
least seventy-five percent (75 «) of the eligible voters in the tribe shall
have voted.
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ARTICLE VIl - COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

The enrolled members of the seven Choctaw communities shall
have the right to form local comnmunity organizations and adop! their
own rules and regulations in harmony with this constitution and
bylaws. It shall be the duty of the counciiman from each community to
report regularly all the actions and decisions of the tribal council to the
community organizations.

ARTICLE VIII - POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE TRIBAL COUNCIL

Sec. 1. The legislative power of the Mississippr Band of Choctaw
Indians 15 vested m the irbal councit and shall be exercised in
accordance with this constitution and bylaws and the Constitutionand

Laws of the United States applicable to Indian tribes. In addition to
exercising any other law{ul legislative power of the Mississippi Band of
Choctaw Indians, the tribal council is empowered:

(a) To negotiate with and to approve or disapprove contracts or
agreements with Federal, State, or local governments, with
private persons, or with corporate bodies.

(b) To approve or disapprove any sale, disposition, lease or
encumbrance of tribal lands, interests in land, tribal funds, or
other tribal assets.

(c) To establish procedures for the conduct of all tribal
government and business operations, including the regulation
of conflict of interest and nepotism.

(d) To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all
appropriation estimates of Federal projects for the benefit of
the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians prior to the
submission of such estimates to the Office of Management and
Budget and to Congress.

(¢) To employ and pay legal counsel, subject to the approval of the
Secretary of the Interior so long as such approval is required
by Federal Law.

(f) To appropriate available tribal funds for the benefit of the tribe
or of any of its communities.

(a) To approve or disapprove operatingbudgets upon submission
by the tribal chiel.

(h} To approve or disapprove all allocations or disbursement of
tribal funds (or funds under the .control of the tribe) not

166
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)

(k)

{m

(n)

(o)

specifically appropriated or authorized in a budget approval by
the Tribal Council.

To establish and enforce rules, consistent with applicable
Federal statutes and the regulations of the Secretary of the
Interior, for the management of tribal lands, including, but not
limited to, the making and revocation of assignments, and the
disposition of timber, oil, and mineral resources.

To create, or to provide by ordinance for the creation of
organizations, including public and private corporations, for
any lawful purpose, which may be non-profit or profit-making,
and to regulate the activities of such organizations by
ordinance.

To promote and protect the health, peace, morals, education,
and general welfare of the tribe and its members.

To borrow money from any source whatsoever without limit as
to amount, and on such terms and conditions and for such
consideration and periods of time as the tribal council shall
determine; to use all funds thus obtained to promote the
welfare and betterment of the tribe and of its members; to
finance tribal enterprises; or to lend money thus borrowed.

To establish and enforce ordinancs governing the conduct of
tribal members; providing for the maintenance of law, order,
and the administration of justice; regulating wholesale, retail,
commercial, or industrial activities on tribal lands; establishing
a tribal court; and defining the powers and duties of that court;
subject o the approval of the Secretary of the Interior where
such approval is required by Federal law.

To establish a basic departmental structure for the tribal
government executive branch.

To establish policies relating to tribal economic affairs and
enterprises in accordance with this constitution and bylaws.

To pass any ordinances .and resolutions necessary or
incidental to the exercise of any of the foregoing powers and
duties.

To do such acts of a governmental and public nature as are not
prohibited by applicable laws or by this constitution and
bylaws. .

To levy and collect taxes and raise revenue to meet the needs
of the tribe or to support tribal gevernment operations.
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ARTICLE IX - POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CHIEF

Sec. 1. The tribal chief of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
shall have the following executive powers and duties subject to any
limitation imposed by the statutes or the Constituttion of the United
States or by this constitution and bylaws:

{a) To serve as the principal executive officers of the tribe and as
head of the executive branch of the tribai government.

(b) To carry out policies established by the tribal council.

(¢) To negotiate contracts or agreements with Feder, State, or
local governments, private persons, or corporate bodies and
to submi{ them to the tribal council for approval.

(d) To manage, administer and direct the operation of tribal
programs, activities, and services and to report to the tribal
council the status of each program at least annually.

(e) To prepare bu \gets, budget estimates, and financial reports
for submission to or at the direction of the tribal council.

(f) To provide for the proper receipt, deposit, disbursement, and
accounting of all funds (or funds under control of the tribe)
consistent with this constitution and bylaws and such policies
as may be established by the tribal council.

(a) To provide for the protection and maintenance of the
r-operty, equiprnent, and official records of the tribe.

(h) To provide for enforcement of the rules, regulations, and
ordinances enacted by the tribal council.

(iy To preside over the meetings of the tribal council and to vote
only in case of a tie.

() Toexercise such additional executive powers as are necessary
or incidental to the performance of the powers and duties
enumerated above, and which are neither specificaily denied
to the tribal chief herem.

ARTICLE X - RIGHTS OF INDIANS

See. 1. The Mississippt Band of Choctaw Indians, in exercising
powers of self government shall not:

{a) Make or enforce any law prohibiting the free exercise of
religion, or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or
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of the right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition
for a redress of grievances.

(b) Violate the right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable search and
Sseizure, nor issue warrants, but upon proobable cause,
supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing
the place to be searched and the person or thing to be seized.

(c) Subject any person for the same offense to be twice put in
jeopardy.

(d) Compel any person in any criminal case to be a witness against
himself.

(e) Take any private property for a public use without just
compensation.

() Deny to any person in criminal proceeding the right to a
speedy and public trial; to be informed of the nature and cause
of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his
favor; and, at his own expense, to have the assistance of
counsel for his defense.

(@) Require excessive bail, impose excessive fines, inflict cruel and
unusual punishment, and in no event impose for conviction of
any one offense any penalty or punishment greater than
imprisonment for a term of six months or a fine of $500, or both.

(h) Deny to any persons within its jurisdiction the equal protection
of its laws or deprive any person of liberty or property without
due process of law.

(i) Pass any bill of attainder or ex post facto law.

() Deny to any person accused of an offense punishable by
imprisonment, the right, upon request, to a trial by jury of not
less than six persons.

Sec. 2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall be available
to any person, in a court of the United States, to test the legality of his
detention by order of the tribal court.

ARTICLE XI - INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

Sec. 1. The members of the tribe reserve to themselves the power
to propose ordinances and resolutions and to enact or reject the same
al the polls independent of the tribal council, but subject to approval of
the Secretary of the Interior as required by this constitution and
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bylaws. The members of the tribe also reserve power at their own
option to approve or reject at the polls any act of the tribal council.

Sec. 2. The first power reserved by the members of the tribe is the
initiative. Thirty percent (30%) of the registered voters shall have the
right by petition to propose amendments to this constitution and
bylaws and to propose ordinances and resolutions.

The second power is the referendum which shall be ordered upon
a petition signed by thirty percent (30%) of the registered voters.

Sec. 3. Upon receipt of a request for an election in the form of an
initiative or referendum petition, the trival chief shall, after ascertaining
that a sufficent number of registered voters have signed, cause {o be
held an election on the question or issue within sixty (60) days of receipt
of said petition; provided, however, that an election on a constitution
amendment must be called by the Secretary of theInterior as provided
in Article XIII. Thirty percent (30%) of the registered shall constitute a
sufficient number of voters under this section.

Sec. 4. Any measures referred to the tribe by the initiative or by the
referendum shall take effect and be in force when approved by a
majority of the votes cast insuch electioninwhich at least forty percent
(40%) of the registered voters have voted, except that measures
requiring approval of the Secretary of the Interior shall not be effective
until approved by him.

Sec. 5. All measures referred to the tribe for approval or
disapproval by election shall begin with the words: “Be it Enacted by the
Members of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians.”

Sec. 6. Referendum or initiative petitions f{iled under Article Xl
must be submitted under a cover letter signed hy at least three (3)
sponsors who are members of the tribe and who are registered tovote
in tribal elections.

Said covur letter must be signed by the sponsors in the presence of
a registered notary public, and said petitions must be filed in
accordance with 2 procedure to be established by the tribal council.

ARTICLE XII - REPEAL AND SAVING CLAUSE

Sec. 1. The constitulion and bylaws of the Mississippi Band of
Choctaw Indians approved May 22, 1945, and revised in November 28,
1969, under the provisions of the Act of June 18, 1934, as amended, is
hereby repealed and superseded by this constitution.

ERIC 164 10

IToxt Provided by ERI



Sec. 2. Ail ordinances and resolutions heretoafter enacted by the
Mississippt Band of Choctaw Indians shali remain in full force and effect
to the extent that they are consistent with this constitution.

Sec. 3. In the event any sentence, paragraph or section of this
constitution and bylaws shall be held unconstitutional or invalid by a
Federal court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining sentences,
paragraphs or sections shall remain valid and be presumed consistent
with the United States Constitution.

ARTICLE Xill - AMENDMENTS

This consuitution and bylaws may be amended by a majority vote
of the qualfied voters of the tribe voting at an election called for that
purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, provided that at least forty
percent (40") of those entitled to vote shallvote in such election; but no
amendment shall become effective until it shall have been approved by
the Secretary of the Interior. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the
Intenior to call an election on any proposed amendment when
requested by a sufficient number of qualified voters as provided in
Articie Xl or by the tnibal council,

BYLAWS OF THE
MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS

ARTICLE 1 DUTIES OF . TRIBAL COUNCIL OFFICERS

Sec 1. The vice chiel of the tribal council shall assist the tribal chief
when called upon to do so by the chief and, in the absence of the tribal
chief it shall be his duty and responsibility to preside over tribal council
meetings

Seo 2 The secretary treasurer of the tribal council shall insure
that an accarate record ol all transactions of the council is mairtained.

He shall submut promiptly, to the Superintendent of the Choctaw
Agency, copies of the minutes, resolutions adopted, and ordinances
passea at all regular and snecial meetinas of the tribal council as
required by the Secretary of the Interior.

Sec 3 The secretary treasurer of the tribal council shall cause 1o
be audited all tribal funds and accounts at least once each year and at
suchother tmes as required by the tribal council or by the Secretary of
the Intenor and shall sign and approve all disbursements of tribal funds
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(or funds u: '»r control of the tribe); he shall also sign and approve all
contracts negoliated by the tribal chiel on behalf of the tribe unless
otherwise provided by the tribal council.

Sec. 4. The secretary-treasurer of the tribal council, and such
other officers and employees of the tribe who are responsible for
sa(eguarding tribal resources, shall be bonded and the cost of such
bond shall be borne by the tribe. The amount of the bond shall be
determined by the tribal councii as required by the Secretary of the
Interior.

Sec. 5. The secretary-treasurer of the tribal council, by reason of
his office, shall preside over such committees as are established by the
tribal council on budgetary and financial mattess.

ARTICLE If - MEETINGS

Sec. 1. The tribal council shall hold regular meetings on the second
Tuesday in January, April, July, and October of each year. Speciai
meetings of the tribal council

{a) may be called by the tribal chief when in his judgement they are
required.

(1) shall be called by the tribal chief at the written request of at leas!
nine (9) members of the tribal council or a majority of the
council membership, whichever is higher.

The business of special meetings shall be limited to the matters
specified in the call.

Sec. 2. A maijority of the members of the tribal council shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of any tribal business.

Sec. 3. The tribal council in the conduct of its business shall be
governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.

ARTICLE 1l - ADOPTION

This constitution and bylaws, when adopted by a majority vote of
the enrolled members of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
voting in a special election called {or that purpose by the Secretary of
the Intertor and in which at least thirty percent {30%)  those persons
enbtled to vote shall have voted, shall be submitted to t.e Secretary of
the Interior for his approval. The date of such approval shall be the
effective date of this constitution and bylaws.




CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION

Pursuant to an e¢lechion  authorized by the Acting Deputy.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs on October 17 1974, the attached
Revised Constitution and Bylaws of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians was submitted 1o the qualified voters of the band and was on
December 17, i 274, duly Adopted by avote of 325 for, and 237 against,
in an election in which at least tﬁkrly percent of the 1687 entitled to vote
cast their ballots in accordance with Section 16 of the Indian
Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended by the
Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378).

/s; Robert Benn

Chairman, Election Board

's/ Frank Steve .
Election Board Member

s. Maxine Dixon

Election Board x\/iem-b.e-r-
APPROVAL

L (Sgd) Morris Thompson

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, by virtue of the authority granted to
the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat 984),
as amended, and delegated to me by 230 DM 1.1, do hereby approve
the Rewised Constitution and Bylaws of the Mississippi Band of
Choctaw Indians, duly adopted by the qualified voters on December
17, 1974.

s Morns Thompson

Commisw.oner of Indian Affans

Washington, D.C.
Date: March 28, 1975
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TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1328,

Atreaty of frendshp, lavgs, end acconynadanon, Ixsteeon
the United States of Amerxa and the Choclaw naton of
Indans, begun and conchuded at the Treaty Ground m sdd
nanon, near Daak's Stad, on the Notchez Ruad

PREAMBLE

Whereas it s an ingortant? ohpec ! wath the President of the
United States, ta promote the cnahzation of the {hoc taw
rxdans, by the establishment of schools amongst them, andto
perpetudte them as a nation, by exchanging, for asmall part of
thert land here, o «ountry beyond the Mississippi River, where
sl whes ive by huntingand will not work, may be colkected and
seftled tagether And whereas it s desirable to the state of
Mississipp, to obtam a small part of the land bekmging to saud
.natton, for the mutual accomnxxdation of the partws, and tor
secunng the happmess and protection of the whoke Choc taw
nation, as well as preterving that hanvony and tnerxdship
wheh su happihy subisists between thenr and the Unied
States. Jamnes Monmoe, Presdient of the Umited States of
Amerxa, by Anclrew Jacksan, of the State of Tennessee,
Major General in the Army, of the United Sates, and G eneral
Thermas Himds, of the State of Mississipp, Commissxners
Pletupotentiary, ot the United States, on the one part, arxd the
Mingoes Head Men, and Warmors, of the Chox taw nation, in
full Coundd essembled, no the other part, have heely ond
voluntardy entered mto the Toliiwang antiles. vz
ARTICLE 1. To enebiv the President ot the United States
1o carry intn effec the atxive grand and hunwane obyec ts, the
finqoes, Head Men, and Warrors, of the Chox taw natxor
tulh coural assembied i behalf of thumselves amd the said
naton, o by thew presents cede to the Unaed States of
Amerx a.all the wne ying and beng within the boundanes
tlfowing. townt Begiining on the Choctaw boundany, Fast
af Pear. Raer at o pomt due South of the White Ouk spnng,
on the i Indian path ek e north to said spting, themie
notthwaredh, by blck oas stundding on the Natchez mowd
W NETY [KOA™ dastw iy 1o [ Xoake sterw e marked A J
arad Hazed arth twe large pone s and a Back oak starchieg near
thereto and marked » pomters thenee astrarht ine to the
head o BOok Crevr o ouge Lonsa, thence aoamn Biak
Creek or Bonge Loosatoa smatl D ake ther e adiect ourse
SO ot The Misaingpne e tnie bexan The mouth ol the
Ark s Knos the e dowt e Missssppr e our o ndary
Mane e s and weng the same Lo the tegoiming
ARTICLE 2 1 ane n cnaderatun ar the toregiing
s the part b e Claw taw ndtum

S UhNRIN Mxt gy part

Satstactur ot he same. he Uomimussinohe s of Phe [eatgdd
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e and place at which the epetation will commernce The
person s chosen by the Choctaws, shall act as a plet or
qunde, for whi b the United States wall pay him two dallars per
day. whilst & tually engaged in the perfomignce of that duty

ARTICLLE 4 The boundanes hereby vstabhshied besween
the Choctaw lidians and the United States, onthis side of the
Missisnipor river, shal' re

i without alierauon uniy the
penad at which saxd naton shall becnme wo onlized and
enhghtened as to be made dtizens of the United States, and
Congress shatl Ly off & lmited parcetat land for the benefil of
each larmdy or ndwddual i the natgn

ARTICLE 5. For the pucpase of aiding and assisting the
poor Inchans, who wish o remove to the country hereby
ceded onthe partof the United States, and to enable them to
do well and support their famidies, the Commissionets of the
United States engage. m behaf oof said States, (o give to eaxch
warrior ¢ blanie, kettle, nifle guny, buller moutds and nppers,
and emmunition sutficsent for hunting and defense, tor ore
vear Sad warnor shall wiso be suppled wath corn to support
ham arud tus lanuly. for the same pennd, and winlst travelingto
the country above cedid to the Chyxc taw nation

ARTICLE & The Comnussioners ol the United States
further covenant and agree, un the part of said States, that an
agent shall be appasnted, In due i, for the benefit of the
Choctaw Indians who may be peymenently settled m the
country ceded (o them beyond the Mississippi river, ard, at a
convenient penod, a factor shatl be sent there with goads, 10
supphy ther wants A Blacksnath shall also be setiled amongst
them, at a pasnt most convenient (o the populaton, and a
fanthiul person appomted. whose duty it shall be to use every
reasonable exertion to coflect ot the wandenng Indians
beiomepng to the Chodtaw ration upon the Lt heretx,
provaced bar ther permanent settlement

ARTICLE 7. Out of the lands ceded by the Clyx tow
nation to the United States, the Commusswoners atoresud, m
behalf of swd States, turther covenant and agrev, that fifty
four seehons ot one mile square shaflbe ladd out 3 good land,
tw the Pres:dent ot the Umted States. and sold. tor the
tarpose o 1asing a fund, 1o be apgiied to the suppont ot the
CUhextaw schanls, on both sides of the Missssipp rwver
Three tourths of sad tund shall be appropriated for the benelt
TN the
vatablishinent of ‘e or more boyond the Mssisspp, the
w hole to e phaced i the hands ot the President of the Umted
States and 1o be apphed by tum expresshy and e xc uswely 1o
this v aduatie ahwet

ARTICLE 8. 1 riemone any discontent why h may, have
aasen i thae Choe L Noafon i cnsegaene e ol six Hoasandg

Uhonis hete and the nomaeing foarth wr

dakars altherr annuity baaing been approprated annully tor
sxtern years, by some of the chwets tor the support of then
s hexols, the Comnessaners of the Lhated States abhige
themselves, on the et o saxd States. [0 st apart an
adkitinal tract of qood land for rasing a fund equal to that
Anen by the sait . hiefs, sa that the whoke of the annuiry may
ternain n the aahon and be di ded amongst them And i
oeder that ekt wustus may be done to the poor and
whstreased of saud natkar it shait b the dury of the agent tnsee
that the wants nteveny deat dumbe biind and dintresaed,
fretian shatl be st suppivd out of sadd annuty, and the
sanie ¢ egually astnbated amongat vaery adhodoat of sad
mathan

ARTICLE 9 Al towe wha have separate settlements
yd L wrthan the itruts of e Lt eded Yy the Clveotaw
it o e Uliited States and whe deaine to remae where
hey s resache snall Be oseraret s a it on pan et al land
S P ST T e TR I e mer iy Ay one whks

prelers coronng 1 he does o aothesone year tom the date
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of thus treaty. shafl be paid 1t eir full value to be ascertaned by
WO persons, 1o be appointed by the Preselent of the United
Staes

ARTICLE 10. As there are some who have valuable
butdings on the <oads and elsewhere upan the lands herehy
ceded, should they remove, it 15 further agreed by the
atoresand Commussioners, in behalf of the Uiited States, that
the mconvenwnce of doung so ahell be consdered, and suck
aflowarnce made shall be paid to the Mingo, Puckshenubhee
five hundred dollars, to Harnson, two hundred dollars, to
Captan Cobk, two huidred dollars, to \ikam Hays, two
hundied dotlars 1o O Glena, .wo hundred dollars and to sl
othets wha have cuninriabie houses, a compensaton in the
same proportxon

ARTICLE 11. It s also provxded ty the Connissioners of
the Unted States, and they agree nbehalf of saxd states, that
thase Choctaw Chiefs and Warnors. who have not recerved
compensahion for thewr services dunng the campaign fo
Pensacoly. a1 the late war, shall be pad whatever 8 duce them
aver and above the value of the blanket. shirt, flap, and
leaquns. which have been delvered to them

ARTICLE 12. in order 1o promote nxlustry and sobnety
amongst all classes of the Red penple. in this nanon, but
part ularky the poar 1tis further provded by the parties, that
1' ¢ aqunt appomtea toresde here, shall be, and b 1s hereby,
vostid wath full power 10 smze and confiscate all the witskey
whs h mdy be introdue ed into sad raton, except that used at
publk stards or hrought m by the permit of the agemt. or the
ponapal Chiets of the three Distrets

ARTICLE 13 1. enahle the Minqoes, Chiefs, and Head
Men. of the Chactaw natwin, 1o raise and arganize a corps of
[yt Horse onusting of ren i esch Dhistrat sn that good
ordet may he mamtained. and that all men. hoth whute and
red. may becompelled to pay ther st debts, it s supulated
andt agreed. that the sum ot twa hundred dofiars shall be
appropriated by the United S1ates, tor eah distnet. annually
ard plx ed 1 the bares of The agent, to pay the expenses
e theet s e ab estabashing Aot orpy Wb o eyt
An e e e mr e ey g rder !
cotepr et e Do arees y B b aaton adhe ane e
Aurtte gl Pt e e e P et

ARTICLE 14, Wvrvas the fatwr ol the helowed Chiel
Mushulatabhop of the Lower Toans tor and durng his iife
died reconce trom the Ullited Srates the sum of ene hundred
and iy dollary annualy s hereby sipuiited. that his son
and s essor Mushulat bhee  shat annualh, ne paxd the
Sy amount during nis nataral e o commerm e froim the
ratdx amon nt this Troaty

ARTICLE 15 [he peae and harmony,  sshsisting
heraren the U fixtaw Nation ot indhans amt the United
States, are ~eretn, reneeed ontmued and dedclared to o
g PRt Ll

ARTICLE 16 These arhiiies shail take ethect and
P nmwe Py ca i s ontrac g partes so soon as the
e shall e rat fiedd bay the Prosicent oy and with the aduace
and s onnen ot the Senare ot the Unided States

Inrestrxony ahereal the nmmssaneTs pleniporennarn, of
the United States ard she Mongees head men and warreorns
Of the Uhex taa nat o ¢ e hermanto suhs nbed thes names
ardd dleant ther spas a0 the place ahese wrtien thig
waqieerth A, Otber ke e o oar ord one
e egh e dred nd Tan e, et sdependenee
Oty L.""l‘lY Nty the * ity vk
Arcliea baan st
Thepas Heooude HERN

Com e 88.0n0e g
Sty Mrypas

Fhs and ot bew Dia st SN
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Pooshawatiana, his x mark,
Mushulatubbee, his x mark,

Cheefs and warnors
General Huniming Bird, hus x inark,
Janmes Hamzon, his x mark,
Tatking Warnor hs x mark,
etk Leader his x mark,
Captain Bob Cole hs x mark,

Red Foxt, or Oolatabooma Ins x mark,

Choctawistonocka, hs x mark,
Cylano, tus x mark,
Chulela, his x mark,
John Frazer hus x mark,
Oake humnna, bis x mark,
Nockestona, his x mark,
Chapahoorna, us x mark,
Onanchahabee, lus x mark,
Copatanathoco, tus x mark,
/ :ahotya, his x mark,
Ovehoola, his x mark,
Chetantanchahubbwee, tus x mark,
Captamn Lapala, s x mark,
Panchahabbee, tus x mark,
Chuckahscka, his x mark,
Tallshomia, hs x imark,
Totapia, his x mark,
Hocktanubbee, hs x mark,
Tapawanchahubbee, tus x mark,
Capt Red Bird, his x mark.
Capt Jerry Carney, his x imark,
Chapanchahabbwe, his x mark,
Tunnupnua, his x mark,
Ponhoopia. tus x mark,
Chatamakaha, his x mark,
Hapeahonw, his x mark,
William Hay, his x mark,
Captain Samuel Cobh, his x mark,
Lewas Brashears, hs x mark,
Mur kelehamia, his x mark,
Capt Sam Magee. his x marh,
Tx heharma. his x mark,
Dactor Red Burd, his x mark,
ot sola, his x mark,
Pooshoushahbee, s x mark,
Casan, s x mark,
Joseph Nebson. his x mark,
Uinahuhbee hus x mark,
Tx bwhacubhee. his « mark,
Suttx anchihubbee, his « mark
Capt Williem Beams. his x mark
Captam James Ptchhmn
Capt Jameés Garland, his x mark,
Tapanahomua, his x mark,
Thlahomua, his x mark
Twhotata his x mark,
Incqu his x Mk,
Uiltetark ubbee, his x mark
Pakx hubbeye. s« miyrk,
Jopannu, hs x mark
Captain Joel H Vad
Tapanastorahamia, his x muark,
Huapihorma Rus x mark,
{ helutahomie hus «mark,
Tuskiamungn, hus x mark
Toong Captan Ao x mark
Uhrels and warmors
Hakatubbes, s « mark,
Tahows his v mark

(LS.}
Lsi

Ls)
LS}
L8}
LS}
ILS.)
{LS]
LS}
{t.s)
LS
ILs]
{Ls]
{l.S.}
LS}
.S}
iLs]
fLs]
.S}
.5}
(.S}
Ls}
LS.
{Lsi
LS}
fLsi
iLs)
ILs]
ILsj
LS}
LS}
Ls]
iLs}
Lsi
LS}
(LS}
LS|
LS}
s}
{Lsi
iLs]
iLs}
LS}
LS
LS}
iLst
1.8}
(s}
iLsi
{Lsi
ILsi
iLsi
.S}
(LS}
[t s
s
s



Capt Dlobb, hus x mark,

iLs)

TREATY WITH THE CHOCTAW, 1825

Hopeanchahabee, hs x mark, iLs}

Capt Bradley, hus x mark, (5] Arlicles of a convention made between John €. Calhoun,
Capt Damwl M'Curtain, his x mark, iLs) Secretary of War, being specially authonzed therefor by the
Mucklsahopia, his x mark, oS Presdert of the Unitedt States, and the undersgnad Chiefs
Ruckpuliachubbtee, s x mark, {LS] and Heod Men of the Choctaw Nation of hlians, duly
George Turnbull, LS} authonze! and empounrod by saki Naton, at the City of
Captan Thomas M'Curtam, his x mark, {Ls}] Washington City, on the twentieth day of Jonuary, n the year
Oakehonahuana, tis x mark, iLs} of our Lord e thousand exght hundred and twenty.five.
Capt John Cauns, his x mark, LS}

Topenastonahoona, us x nmark, .54 Whereas a Trealy of friendship, and bmits, and
Holstohatrua, his x mark, (Ls) accommodation, haviny bein entered into at Doake’s Stand,
Col Boyer, his x mark, {Ls] on the eighteenth of Octaber, i the year one thousand eght
Holantachanshahubbee, his x mark, iLs] hundred arxd twenty, between Andrew Jackson and Thomas
Chuckahabbee, his x mark, {Ls] Huxds, Commissioners on the part of the United States, and
Washaschahopia, tus x mark, iLS] the Chiefs and Warniors of the Choctaw Natwon of Indians;
Alex Hamulton, {Ls] and whereas the sccond artick of the Treaty aforesaxd
Capt Red Knife, hw x mark, LS} fovides lor a cession of lands, west of the Musissipps, lo the
Shapahroma, his x mark, iLs) Choctaw Natwon, in part satisfaction lor lands ceded by saxl
Capt Tonnanpoocha. hes x mark, {Ls} Nation 10 the United States, according to the first artcke of
Mechamebbee, i x ik, ILS} saxt treaty: And whereas, 1t being ascer tained that the cesson
Tuskarohama, tis x mark, LS} foresax] embraces a large nunmber of settlers, citizons of the
Tookatubbetusea, his x mark, Ls] United States, arxi 1t being the desre of the Presxdent of the
Wiliam Frye, us x nark, {Ls] United States to olbwiate all difficulties resulting therefrom,
Greenwood Leflore, his x mark, LS} and dlso, to adjust other matters in which both the United
Archibeld MaCiee. s x mark, fLs} States and the Chostaw Nation are inlerested- the kollowing
Capt Hen Burrs, b x mark, (LS] artickes have been agreed upon, and concluded, between
Tusconohi s, us x mark iLsi John C Cabioun, Secretary of War, speculy authorized
Copt Lewns Perry. his x mark {LSj therelor by the Presxdent of the Umited States, on the one part,
Henckachubbee. hus x mark, {Ls) arxd the undersigned Delegates of the Choctaw Nation, on the
Red Duck, his x mark, LS} other part

Muttahubtwe, his x mark. LS}

Capt thokahatubbee, his x mark, ISt ARTICLE 1. The Choctaw Natian do heraby cede to the
Tussashamia, hes x mark, LS} United States all that portion of the and ceded to them by the
Capt Charles Durent, hus x mark, i.s) second artcle of the Treaty of Doak Stand, as aforesaxd, lying
Pare Durant hs x mark, iLsy east of a ine beginming on the Arkansas, one hundred paces

Witnesses present at sealing and sqgrung

Sami R Owerion, secretdry to the «ommission,
Eden Brashears
JC Bronaugh,
H D Ixnvns

Win b Gangent
Wm M Giraham, first heutenant, Corps of Artillery
And-ew ) Donalsan, hievet secand heutenant Corps nf
Engineers and id de camp 1o Oeneral Jack san

PA Varndom

Inhn #H Eory

fehs Patebiynn $neted States nrerpreter

sistant surgeon qeneral,S D U S Army

M Mackey Uinited States interpreter,
f dmund [ alsome. interpreter X
Jymes Hinghees

Guee b ooty

[ECS P VIR
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east of Fart Smuth, and runmng thence, dus saiith, to Red
Rwer 1t beng ur derstood that this Ane shall constitute, and
remain, the permanent boundary batwezen the United States
and the Choctaws and the United States agreeing to remose
such whizens as may be settled on the west side, 1o the vast
side of saxd hne. and prevent future setlements from being
made on the west thereo!

ARTICLE 2. nconsxieraton of the cession aforesaxd, the
United States do hereby agree to pay the sad Choclaw
Naton the sum of six thousand doflars, arnually, forever, it
being agreed that the said sum of six thousand dolars shall be
annually apphed. for the term of twenty years, under the
direction of the President of the United States, to the support
ot schools in said nation, and extending to « the benefits of
mnstructhion in the mechanc and ordinary ants of ife, when, at
the expiration of twenly vears, it » agreed that the saxdanmnty
may be vested in stocks. or otherwase dusposed of, or
continued, at the option of the Choctaw nalion

ARTICLE 3. The aighth artcle of the treaty aforesaid
having provxded that an arpropnaticn of lands shail be made
fir *he purpse of rasing six thowsand dollars a year for
sixteen years, for the use of the Choctaw Nation, and it being
desirable to avord the delay and expense attending the survey
and sele of sad tnd, tha United States do hereby agree Lo pay
the Choctaw Naten i beu thereof, the sum of six thousand
dollars. annually, for sixteen years. to commence with the
present year Ared the Unded States further stpulate and
agree 10 1ake mmecdhate Imeasures to survey and hring into
trarket and sell. the ffty four secbons of land set apart by the
seventh arncle of the treaty aoresad, and apply the proceeds
n the manner provided by the saxd article
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ARTICLE & It » provded by the minth section of the
treaty aforesaid, that all thase of the Choc taw Naton who
have separate setthments, axd tall waithin the linits of the land
ceded by said Naton to the United States, and deanre 10
remun where they now reside, shall be secured in a tract or
patselof fand, ene nule square, toinclude their improvements
Tt . therefore, hereby agreed, that all who hawe reservations
n conformuty to sakd stipulaton, shall have power, with the
consent of the Presdent of the United States, to sell and
conwy the same ntfee simphe It s further agreed, on the part
ol the United States. that those Choctaws, ot exceeding lour
in number, wha applied fox reservalons, and receved the
recomymendation o the Comnussionery, as per annexed copy
of sud recommendation, shall have the pnwilege, and the nght
1s hereby grven to thee 10 select, each of them, a portion of
land, not exceedus; + . square, any where within the inuts
of the cesson of 184, when the land s not occuped or
disposed of by, the United States  and the nght to sell sd
conwy the same, with the consent of the President, in fee
sitnple, 15 herebwy granted

ARTICLE 5. There being a debt due by indrstuals of the
Choctaw Naton to the late Unted States trading house on
the Tambighy, the Unitedt States hereby agree to relinquish
the same. the Delegaton, on the partof therr naton, agreemng
to rebinguish thesr chum upon the United States, to send a
fac tar with goads 10 supply the wants of the Choc taws west o!
the Mississippi, as provced for by the 6th article of the treaty
aferesand

ARTICLE 6. The UChox 1o nation having a claim upon the
Unitedd Utates. tor services rendered in the Pensacola
Campaign, and tor whi h 1y stipulated, inthe Hth artxle of
the treaty atoresaid, thar payment shall be made. but whxh
has heen delayed tor want of the proper vouc hers, which it has
beentound, as ye1. impassible 1o oblam, the United States to

“obviate the mcomemen e ot further delsy, and to render
justce to the Choxtaw Warniors tor ther senvkees in that
camnpagn, do hereby agree upon an equitable setttement of
the same, and hix the surn &t fourteen thausand nine hundred
and seventy tuc ceelars ity cents, which, trom the muster
s, and other ewdence i the possession of the Third
Auditar, appears tube about the probable amicunt due, for the
services atoresaid. and whe hsum shalthe immedate, padto
the Deiegitun to he dhistnbuted by them to the Chiwts and
Warrars ol ther manon, who werved o the campagn
atttesaied as may appent To them to be just

ARTYCLE 7. it sturther speed that the fourth artk w of
the rreaty atoresaid. shall be sumodidwd. as that the Congross
af the Unded States shai nat exeruse the power ot
APPOTROMIRG e andds e e bereefit b eah tamin o
A dua of e U taw Nateen and ot rrging them Lnder
‘e ocaus 0F e tomieed Nt es bt oth the eonsent of the
Choxctaw Naten

ARTICLE 8. It appwaring that the Chex hiws have v as s

WS aGarst . 2ot the Uinced States for spoliations of
SRS KECs Ta T R BT, e ol heen able tasupport s,
e fesboerony, of abety o sy they were ied 'o belivoe was
Avcesaar, the b onded States . order to a inaiselliement of
Wov e N s o herehy wree b pay to the Ol
Dewgation o sarm o rwes thousard doilars oo distr b tud
iy thers oy noh wly Ao the s lamnants as thin may, et
CntabKe b derstand that This prossion s nit b
Al a! MMy U, B progerhy, authen Do ated
Acrandengg e o oosann f the gt o LR

ARTICLE 9 & s varher ypeed thae coreediate by poor
the Hanbu atar of 1o Dreal, 0 18 e n e e 8HET 4y 1y by
A ANt A e dptearieed e Choe oy West o0 e
Missan e 3t 4 B asPuth ne setted dmeng e
SonlOrTRL Ty Attt R Sbpaaaat oF Contaned e B At e !

e Drwat, ot TR0

ARTICLE 10. The Chief Puck she nubee, one of the
members of the Delepation having died on hus joamey to see
the President, and Robert Cole beng recommended by the
Delegation as hus successor, it 1s hereby agreed, that the said
Robert Cole shali reserve the medal which appertams to the
offceof Chwel.and, also, an annuity from the United States, of
one hundred and firy dollars a year. dursg his noturad ite as
was 1eceived by tus predey essor

ARTICLE 11. The fnendship hereiolore existing between
the United States and the Choctaw Mation. s herehy renowad
and perpetuated

ANRTICLE 12, These articles shall take elfect, and
become chiigatory on the contracting parties, so soon as the
same shall be ratified by the Presxdent, by and weh the adwice
and consent of the Senate of the Unted States

In testunony whereof, the saud John € Cathoun, and the
saxd delegates af thee Choctaw nation, have ho reunto set ther
hards, ot the cty of Washington, the twenteth day of
January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty huve
SO Calhoun
Mooshulatutbee s x sk,

Rovert Colee Wi« mark
Danws MeCu
Tatkong Warnug my v mark

hiy xomark

Red Fare nis s mark
Niftuc ke e s« muatk
Davit Foisons mis «inare
FU MoDonaa
I presence of
Thos | My Kenney |
Hesekiah Miller
John Pitchlyin, United States interpretet
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TREATY WITH THE CHOC TAW, 1830
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Whereas the General Assembly af the Staie of Mississipp
has extended the laws ab saud State to pwersons and property
within the «hartered himas ol the same, aidd the President 1f
the United States has sard 1hot he o anoat profect the Cheod taw
people ttom the operation of these laws, Now therelore that
the Chex taw may ve under their oam laws 0 pesce with the
United Staten and the State of Mississippr 1hey  hawe
determined to sl their lands easi of the Mississippr andd have
accordingly agreed ta the tolliaang antx les of treaty o
ARTICLE L ferpetuoi prace and frierdshig o plecdged
ndd agreed upon by aed Ietaeen the Unied States and e
Mingees, Chils, and Warnues ut the Chuctaw Natson of Red
People and that this may be considered the Treaty existing
bete v the parties all (ther Treanes heretofore existing and
weonsistent with the provisions of thes are hereby declared
nuil and vind
ARTICLE W The United States urkler agrant specally to
be made hy the President of the US shall cause to he
carmwvoyed to the Che taw Naton g tract ofc buntry west ol The
Mississipp River, in fee simple to them and therr descendants.
to Inure to thern whike they shall exist as a nation and hve onst,
beqgmning near Fort Sinith where the Arkansos boundary
crasses the Arkanses Biver, running then e to the sourc e of
the Canadun fork, b in the hinits of the Uinted States, or ta
those lyis, thence due south 1o Red River, and down Red
River 1o the west boundary of the Terriony of Arkansas
thence morth along that hrw to the beginiung The aundary of
the same to be agreeably tuthe Treaty made and concluded at
Washigton City mthe year 1825 The qrast i be exed uted s
soon as the prosent Treaty shall be ratidied
ARTICLF 1L In consdershon of
contamed e severdl articles ot this Freary, the Ches taw
nation ol indians consent ard hereby vede ta the United
States, the enire cnientry they o and possess east of the
Missssippr Rver, early as practx able, arcd wall w1 arrange ther
12 81

the provisions

remosel. that as many, as possihle of o peopiv
extevding ime halt of the whole number. shall depart during
the falls o BX4 and TRAD the residue to lotlow dureng the
suc eeehing falb OF IR T G nerrer appaartanr, oo this manmen well
be attorded the Governewnt, o exterd 1 them the taciihies
aict camorts whxhoat s desrable shoukd be extended n
conveying theta 1o thes new homes

ARTICLE IV. The Goveriyr -nt and people ot the United
States are hereby chhged to secure 10 the said Choctaw
Nation of Red Papke the wunsde non and government of all
the persons and property that may be witha their it s west,
sathat ro Tere 1y o State shall ever hawe a nght to pass
liws for the governiment ot the Cho taw Nation of ed Peopke
axd ther desc endants and that i) part of the land granted
thetn st v or bse e cdsn any, Terntar, o State but the
US  shall torever secure sad Choctaw Notion hom, and
agunst. ah ws excep! such as from hme o time nmay be
enae tedd i thetr csan Nanonal Coundails, not ow onsister, wath
the Comstitutxon, Treatws. and f.aws of The Urutedt States, and
ewepl such as may, and whih have heen enacted My

alhis permraph aas not anhed

O
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Congress, to the extent that Cangress under the Constitugson
are required o exercise o kgislahon over Indian Allairs, But
the Choctaws, shoukd this treaty be ranhed, express a wash
that Congress may gram 1o the Choctaws the mht ol
purushung by their cwn laws, any white man who shall come
intu their naton, and nfnnge any of ther national regulattons

ARTICLE V. The Unmited States are obliged to protect the
Chodtaws from domestic stnte and from oregn enemes nn
the saime princpa et thie cilizens of the Unted States are
protected, so that . atever would be afegal dernand upen the
'S tor defenc e ar tor wiongs cotamited by an enemy. an a
vhizen ol the US shall be equally binding i favar of the
Chottaws, and m all cases where the Choctaws shall be called
upon by 4 legally authonized olfxer of the U S to fight an
enemny, suich Choctaw shall receive the pay and other
emoluments, which atizens ofthe U S receve m such cases,
provided, no war shall be undertaken ur prosecuted by sard
Chxxtaw Nation bt by declaranon made w fufl Cauncil, and
to be appieoved by the U'S unless i be selt detens e againstan
open rebellan or aganst an enemy migrching into ther
country, i1 which cases they shall delend. unti the U S are
advised thereof

ARTICLE VI Should o Choctaw or any party of
Choctaws cormit acts of vadence upon the persn ar
pragerty of s c1 zen of the U'S or 100 any war party against
any neghbounng tnibe of Indhans. without the authoniy  the
preceding artxle. and except 10 oppose an & tual or
threatened mvason or rebelbon. such person so ofiending
shall be delveredd up 1o an olficer of the U S ifin the pawer of
the Chax taw Naton, that such offender may be pumished as
may he provided in such cases, by the laws of the U S, but
such offender s not within the contral of the Choc taw Naton,
then saigd Choctaw Nation shallnot be held responsible for the
inpry done by sad offender

ARTICLE VH. Al &ts of wolence comnmitied gpon
persans and pre perty of the people of the Chax taw Nation
either by anzens of the US or neighbouring Tribes f Red
Peopde. shail be referred tn sane nuthonzed Aget by him t
he referred to the Presdent of the U § whao sholtoxamine nta
suchvases aret see that ever, possible dognn of siae
done to sacd Indun party of the Chix tsa Matam

ARVICLE VHI, O#fenders ngamst the laws af the U S o
any ndmdual State shaltbe apprebenged and delivered 1o any
duly authonzed persan where such nifender imay be found in
the Chactaw country, having fled from any part al 13 S but in
all such cases applx atxan must be made n the Agentar Chiels
and the 03, nse of vs apprehension and delivery pros sded tor
and paxd by the U States

ARTICLE X, Any alizea of the US who may be
ordered from the Netwon by, the Agent aixt conshtuted
authonties of the Natwon and refusmg tn obey or return mio
the Nabon without the consent af the aforvsaxd persons shall
be sutyect 1o such pains and penaX ws as may by prowded by
the laws of the US
travelbng pew vahly under the authinty at the laws af tho U1 S

n swh vases Cihizens of the 1S

sttt be under the care and oretection of the nptem

ARTICLE X. No person shall expose qoods or other
article for sale an a trader, wathout a wenten pesmil fram tw
constituted authantes of the Naton, or authonty of the ks
of the Congress of the U'S under penalty of forfeitng the
Articles, and the comstituted authonties of the Naben shall
grant no cense except to such persons as reside in the Natwon
and are answerable inthe lawsof the Naton The U S shallbe
particularly obh_ed 10 assist to prevent arden! spErits from
heing evroduced mto the Naton

ARTICLE X{i, Nawvgahle streams shall be free to the
Chex laws who shall pay o higher ol or duty than citizens of
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tha L)' 5 Jts agresd further thatthe LS shalfestahhish one ot
more Post Otk e saxd Maton and may estahlish such
tktary  post enads. and posts. as they may « ansicer
10w €5 5ary

ARTICLE XH. At nreuders shall s renxned from the
Choctaw Naton and kept without 1t Private property to be
ahways respected and on no occason teken for publc
purposes without st conpensation beng mede therefor to
the nghtiul cwner 3 an Indan unlawhily take o steal any
propetty from a white man a uhzen of the U'S the offender
shall be punished And f a white man anlawhully take or steal
anything froman indian, the property shall b restarad and
the

CRoc T ahat P et ap fo b toed e ary olfene e against

otfender poeahad U ow farther agreed that when oy
the as of the UFS b anabhe eemmpiion ounael o detend bim,
e ('S wall do ot that hes 1 may be e and impartal

ARTICLE XEL. Itis consented that a qualified Agent shall
be appomted for the Chovtaws every tour years, unless
sooner removed by the President, and he shallbe retnovedon
petition of the consttured authorties of the Naton, the
President bemg satsfied there s sutficient cause shown The
Agent shall fix s nsidence convenient to the gruat budy of
the peapdle. arkd mthe sel cion ofan Agent inmedhately atter
the ratfx ation ol this Treaty, the wishes of the Choctaw
Nation on the subpect shall be enntled to gred tespect

ARTICLE XiV. Each Choctaw head of a family being
dusgoaus 1o rerann and beconw a Clizen ot the States, shallbe
permitted ta do so. by sqndying his intenton to the Agent
within six munths frim the ratheation al this Treaty, andheor
she shall thereupon be entgled lo a reservation of one sedon
ot six hundred ared torty acres of land, to be hounded by
sen onal ines of survey. 51 ke mannes shaltbe enntled tnore
halt that quanhly tor each-nmarned chikd whichis hving with
han mv et ten years of age. and aaquarter sechon 1o sw b hdd
as imay be under 10 years ot age. 10 adioin the ke aton of the
parent 1f they reside upon saxd lands mtending 1o bevonw
aihizens of the Stales for hve years alter the Tatik abxon of this
Trealy. m that (ase a grant in fee smple shall wsue. sad
resers ahian shall ik kale the present mprovenent of the headt
althe family ar a porte ot Putsans who dam undet rhig
art e shall not lose the priviege of a Cnoctaw cnizen, rat it
they evur renwne ate nof to he entitted 1o any porhion of the
Chod taw annuity

ARTICLE XV To vach of the Chiets m e Chix taw
Nation o witt Greenarxdd L aflore Nutackadchee, and

Vol feat s bens

Wbt bhe thete s qranisf aresenca
Fave b whie b Rt e Rede o and achom e precent
mpravment, and the other two kxated where they please
Pt 0 ures cupid arumptosed lands, such sechans shall be
berincded By snctonal Spes, and wath the consent of the
Preslenn they may sell the same Akn to the three pincpal

4oared

Chiels and 1o ther sucessors mnifice there shadl be pand heo
hundred and bty dodars annuaally while they shallvontawen
S opeapxs e dloes aovepl to Moahotatahhy i as ne
[T ST YIRS GETE LS R LR Y Galars bor ot owh
farmen 'realy shall 1ecewe onky the additonal sum ol ane
hund ed doilars whiw e shall contmue mdfoe an Chwot,and
t o additeen 1 thes e Naban shad yhink praper to clect an
IYETLRETRUNC IS UhT ST SN il of W e B arpernterd e
qeern upon republx an o pies he shall Ten etve annualy tor
hs seruwes Tne hundred Jdeilars wheh allewance o the
Chefsa §Ther s essirs 1oftue shallcontinue tor twenty
wars Al any hime when miltany senvice and while in
wne e by authonty of the 7S the danixt Chiets rindet and
by seber fon o the Proadent shall e entitied ta the pay of
Maots. e ther Chet ander the samw crcumstanc es sha
Face the ey o 4 b eveeaant L olanel The Speakers of 1he
o shail recead twamty Ive dofarsa year for toar

1

three distre

o,
{ '.;
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years vach, and the three secretares one lo each of the
Chuwfs, fifty dollars each for four years Each Captan of the
Naton, the number not to exceed ninety nine, thirty thiee
hom each distret, shall be furnished upon renoving to the
West, with each a good suit of cbothes and a broad sword asan
outfit, and for four years commencing wath the first of thewr
removal. shall each rec ewe hifty dollars a year, tor the troubke
of keegung thewr people ¥ order in setthing, andwheneverthey
sholl be i military service by authonty of the U S shall recewe
the pay of a captan

ARTICLE XVI. In wagons, and with steam boats as may
ke found necessary  the US agreeto remave the Indans to
netr new homws at ther expense and under the care of
discrect and careful pert .5, who willbe kindardd brotherly to
them They agree tofurrushthemwith anplecorn and bed, or
pork for themselves and fanulies for twelve months after
reaching ther new homes

It 15 agreed further that the U § wll take all thesr cattle, at
the valuation of sonx discreel person to be apponted by the
President, and the sarne shall be poxd for 21 money after thewr
asrival at ther pew homes, or other caltle such as may be
desred shal be furnished them, nolxce bemng gven through
thewr Agent of ther washes upon this subect before their
removal that fmse to supply the demand may be atforded

ARTICLE XVIL The several anmuhes and suns secured
under former Treaties to the Choctaw nation aixd people shall
continue as though 1ius Treaty had never been made

And 1t 1s further agreed that the U S n addon wall pay the
sum of twenty thousand doflars {or twenty years, commencing
after ther removal 10 the west, of which, i the first year after
their temoval, ten thousand dollars shall be draded and
arranged to such as niay nol recemve reservatons urxder this
Treaty

ARTICLE XVIII. The U S shall cause the lands hereby
cedixt to 1 - surveyed, and surveyors may enter the Choctaw
Ceountry for that purpose, conducting themselves properly
and dusturbing ot mterrupting nore of the Choctaw eople
But no person s to be pernutted to settle within the naton, or
the lands to be sokd before the Choctaws shall remove And
tar the payment of tix several amouns secured.., this Treaty,
the lards hereby veded are fo remamn a fund edged to that
purpose, undil the deht shall be provided for and asranged
And further 1113 agreed, *latin the construction of this Treaty
wherever well founded doubt shall anse, 1t shall be construed
most tavaratly towards the Chactines

ARTICLE XIX. The lollowing reservatians atlandare

hereby adimitted Ta Coonet Davad Filsom four secnons of
which rwo shall swlude s present improvement, and two
may be lox aled elsewhere, nnuns cupred, mimproved land
Tol fotwet Cote, Tuppanabomaet,

't hiynn
P hah ey (Mehama s sectnns cach o ude ther

Cuarland Colone

b Charles Jarzan Johnkeberunhe,

wproveents and o he rounded by sed tanalines and the
he disposeed of and sold with the vonsent of the
Aot That nihers not provded tor may be pronicked

MK Ty
Prosedent
W there Whall be resened as liows

Fust Ore sechon to each head of & fanuly not excreeding
F oty m number, who durng the present yeat, may have had
i a tual e ultaation. wath a duvllinghouse thereon Ifty X res
o more Secandly, three quartes sechons after the manner
abresaid 1o each baad of a fxmily not exceedingfour hurcdred
ard sy, as shall have cultrated tharty acres anct less than
fiity to be bounded by quarter section ir olsurvey,and o
be «onnguis and adpning

Third, One half sec hon as aforesad fo thase who shatthawve
Culinared from fwenty to thirty acees the nurmber nid to
excead four huindred Foximths y guare awtamias Horesad io
sui h as shad haue cultn sted from huvdve 1o neenty xres, ‘he
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number not to exceed three hundred and fifty, and one hatf
that quantity tu such as shall have cultwated froen two to
twelve acres, the nurhber also not tu exi eed thaee hundred
and flty persons Fach of saxd tlasy ot ases shall be stityect to
the lmrtatons contamed m the first class, and shall be o
located s to ixlude that part of the improvement whch
contams the dwellinghouse If agreater number shall b found
to be ennitled o reservatons under the several classes of this
artwle, than s shipulated tor under the imitation prescrbed,
then and s that case the Chuels separately or together shall
deterinme the persons whashall be excluded i the TSP Ve
distrx ts

Fifth, any Captam the sumber not exceeding ninety
versons, who under the provisxons of this artick shall recene
kess thain a secton, b shall be entitled, 1o an addhonal
quantty of half a section adjonung to tns other reservation
The several reservations secuted under this artxle, may he
sold wath the consent of the Presdent of the U' S but should
any prefer it o e 10 Lake a reservation fos the quantity he
ma be enntled 1o, the U S willon bus removing pay fifty cents
an acre, after reaching thew new homes, prowded that betore
the first of Janunry next they shall adduve 1o the Agent, or
s other authonzed person to be appomted, prool of hs
dam amd the Guantity of & Sixth, hkewise chikiren of the
Choctaw Mation residing in the Nation, who have netther
tather nor mather a hst of whh, wath satstactory prool of
Parentage and ophanage Feng hled with Ageni i six months
to b forwarded 1o the War Dopartment, shall be entitled to K]
quarter secbon of §and, to e b ated ander the direcnon of
the President, and with his consent the sarne may b sold and
the procesds applvd 1o same benefxial purpose for the
buneht of s,ud urphuins

ARTICLE XX. The 'S agree and stipulate as follows,
that tor the benedit and aheantage of the Clex faw people, and
toimprove thea conditon, thenr shall be cducated under the
dicchon of the President. and at the expense ol the U S lurty
Chex taw yauths for twenty years This number shall be kept
at schod, and as they fimsh ther vdugation others, to supply
thar places shall be recened tor the penna stated The U'S
agree alsa 1o et s Coundd House tor the Naton at some
comenent cenfrab posnt, after ther people shall be settled,
and a House for vach Cheel. also a Charch for cach of the
three Distrn 1 10 be used also as schaool houses, untd the
Nanon niay condide 1a bald others, and for these PUrpQses
ten thousand dotlars shall e appropnated, also fity theasand
dolans (a2 1 twamily e hundred doflars winually shatt e
Qe tor the suppart of thiee Teachers ol schools for teenty
vears Dikewase there shall be turnished o the Naton, three
Blackamiths e r vach distixct for sixteen years. and a
qualited Mill Wight for fice years, Also there shall bo
furmshed tne folknang arte les, twenty one bundred blankets,
tr etch warnor who enigeates a rdle, moukds, wipers and
ammuanitian. One thousand axes, plughs, boes, wheels and
vards v hoand boar hundred kooms There shal! also be
turmshed ane ton of 1o n and e hundred wesght of siect
anmiafy 1 cach Dstekt for sixieen years

ARTICLT XXI. A few Chixctaw Warrors yet survive who
marched and fught in the army with General Wayne, the
whode numier stated not 1o eag eed turnty,

These st s wreed shal hereafter whie they Ine. receny
nuenty e dollars o year, a st of themy o be carly as
pravixable, end within sus months, made our, and presente:t
to the Acent. to he furwarded to the War Department

ARTICLE XXIF The (haeds of the Chex laws whao have
that  theu are noa state of orapd
veturats o and refinement. and have
wi meght have the praaege ol -
House of Representataes

sirpesIed xuple
advancement  n
capressed 4 vk tude

Delegue an the foaw 4 the
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extended to them The Commssioners do not feel that they
can under a treaty shipulaton accede to the request, but at
their desire, present 0 in the Treaty, that Coixyress ma
vonsuder of, and decide the appheation

Bone, snd signed, and executed by the commsssoners of
the Unzed States, and the chiefs, captains, and head men of
the Choctaw nanon, at DancingRabbit Creek. this 27th dayof
September, exghteen and thuty

Jrno H Eaton, [L.S}
Jna Cotlee, LS}
Greerwood Leflore, iLS]
Mushclatubbee, his x mark, iLS]
Nittucachee, his x mark, iLS)
Holarterhoomah, lus x mark, fLS]
Hopaunchahubbee, his x mark, LS}
Zishomimgo, his x mark, [LS}
Captamthalke, ha x mark, LS}
James Shield, tus x mark, LS}
Pstiyubbee, his x mark, LS)
Homanrtushker, his x mark, LS}
Aryoshkermer, nis x mark, N iLS]
Shemotar, his x mark, iLS}
Hopaisketma, s x mark, [LS])
Thomas Lefiore, his x mark, LS}
Arnokechatubbee, iy x mark. LS}
Shokoperlukna, his x mark, LS}
Posherhoomah, hs x nurk, {LS])
Robert Folsom, tus x mark, LS}
Arharyotubbee, his x mark, LS}
Kushonoiarter, s x mark, Ls)
James Vaughan, tus x mark, iLS])
Phiphyp, fus x mark, LS}
Maeshameye, his x mark, LS}
Ishteheka, his x mark, L8]
fvacherhopia, b x mark, LS
Olfahoor ah, lis x nsark, LS}
Archalater, hus x mazh, [ILS)
Cunahubbee, hs x mark, LS}
Psinhocuttubbee, hus x mark, LS}
Tullerhacher, s x mark, iLS}
Letle ieader, hus x 1 ark, LS}
Maanhutter, his x mark, LS}
Couehoomah, hus x mark, LS}
Tdlaawer, tus x mark, iLS}
Innullacha, his x nwark, LS}
Artopdachubbee, his x mark, fl.s!
Shupherunchahubber, his x mark, iLS)
Nittethoomah, hs x mark, LS}
Qaktaryibbee, his x mark, LS}
Pukumna, hs x mark, Ls]
Arpalar, s x mark, {L.s]
Hotwer, his x mark, iLs)
Hopannmgo, his x mark, L. s}
Ispartoomah, his x mark. .S}
Tieberhoomah, his x mark, (LS}
Tishoholatter, his x mark, LS}
Mahayarehubbee, tus x mark, ftsj
Artooklubbetushpar, his » mark iLS}
Motybhee, hs x mark, s}
Ar arkatubbwe. his x mark, tsi
lssaterhoomah, his x mark, LS}
Chottahmatahah, b x mark f1 S}
Tunnuppashubbes, bis x mark, LS}
Okacharyer, tus x mark, it s}
Hoghhopa, his » mark, .S
Warsharshahopu, hs « mark .Sy
Maarshunchahubbee his x mark tS]
Misharyubbee, his » mark [LS]
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Damel McCuttam, he x mark, [t.s) Ishtemeleche, his % mark, .8}
Tushkerharcho, his x mark, iLs} Emthtohabe, his x mark, L5}
Hoktoontubbee, his x mark, flL.s} Sas . Fisher, hs x mark, iL.s.}
Nuknacrahonkmarbee, tus x mark, LS} Isaac Folsom, bis x mark, LS}
Mingo hoomah, tus x mark, L3} Hekatube, hw x mark, [L.S.]
James Kames, his x mark, LS} Hakseche, his x mark, LS.}
Tishohakubtwe, his x mark, Ls.) Jerry Carney, his x mark, i.8.}
Narlanalar, his x mark, iLS) John Washigton, his x mark, LS.}
Pennasha, huis X mark, LS} Panshastubbee, his x mark, .8
Inharyarker, his x mark, iLS) P P Pitchlynn, his x mark, IL.S.]
Monubbee, his x mark, (.S} Joel H Nail, us x mark, .51
Narharyubbee. his x mark, iLS] Hopa Stovakey, his x mark, [t..S.}
Yohalatunehahubbee, his x mark, s} Kocohomma, hus x mark, {L.S.}
Hohibbee, hs x mark, LS.} Wilham Wade, hus x mark, IL.S.}
Robert Cole, his x mark, iLsi Panshstxkubbee, *us x mark, L5}
Mokelareharhopmn, s x mark, L8] Ishmaryubbee, his x mark, [LS]
Lews Perry, his x mark, [Ls] James McKing LS}
Artonamarstubbe, his x mark, LS} Lews Wilson, his x mark, [L.S.]
Hopeatubbee, his x mark. [LS] Istonarkerharcho, tus x mark, {L.S.}
Hoshahoomah, s x mark, iLs) Hohinshamartarher, hs x mark, {L.S.}
Chuallahoomah, his x mark, [Ls} Kinsulachibbee, tus x mark, LS}
Juseph Kincarde, bis x mark ILsi Emarhinstubbee, lus x mark, iLS]
Eyarhoc uttubbee, tis x mark, [ILS] Gysahixiatra, bin, lus x mark, LS.}
Hiram Kng, his x mark, LS} Themas Wall 1.8}
yfa Ertah, hus x mark, LS} Sain S. Worcester .51
Nultlahiubbee, tis x mark, LS} Arlartar, his x mark, t.S.)
Tuska fellatiuh, fus x mark, iLS] MNittahubt 1e, tus x mark, .S}
Kothoantc hahubbee, tus x mark iLS] Tishononan, his x mark, L]
Eyarpulubbae, tus x mark, LS} Warsharchahoomah, hus x mark, LS}
Okentahubbe, his x mark, {LS] Isasc James, g x mark, {t.s.1
Lang War Chab, hs x mark, {ts] Holttankchahubbee, tus x mark, ILS]
John Jones, his x fnark, iLs) Ollancwa, his x mark, ILS}
Charles Jones, tus x mark, ILS) Neto, his x 1nark, ILS]
Isaac Jones, his x mark, ILS] James Fletcher, his x mark, fiLs}
Hocklucha, his x mark, LS} Sdas D Puchiyme, iLS]
Muscogee, us x mark, iLS} William Trabom, tis x mark, LS}
Eden Nelson, hs x mark, {Ls} Tosnkahemmutto, his x mark, ILS.}
Heshohonune, hs x mark, ILS] Tethetayo, his x mark, iLS1
John McKolbery, hs x mark, LS]) Emokloshahopwe, his x mark, LS}
Berpm James, his x mark, ILS} Tishounita, his x mark, LS}
Tikbachahambe, his x mark, iLs] Thomas W Foster, his x mark, [LS]
Aholikt be, his x mark, ILS) 2adoc Brashears, hus x ark, {I.S]
Walkitg Wolf, his x mark, iLs] Levi Perkins, tus x mark, {LS}
John Waxde, huis x mark, [LS] Isaa Perry, s x mark, iLS]
Big Axe, s x mark, LS} ishlonocka Hoomah, his x mark. fl.LS}]
Bob, hi x mark, {t.s)

Tushkochaubbee, his x mark, ILS} In presence of —

jriabwe, hs x maek, (LS}

Tishowakayo, his x mark, LSl E Breathiil, secretary to the Commssin,

Foichommo, his x mark. iLs] Witham Ward, agent for Coc taws,

Johat Garland. s x mark. sl John Pitchiyn, Umted ¢s nterp. eter,

Koshona, his x mark. ILS] M Mackey, Unted S48tes mterpreter,

Ishieyoramube, fus x mark. LS Geo S Games, of Alabama,

Jacob Fosom, his x mark s R P Currmn,

Wilam Foster. s x mark, .S} Luke Howard,

Ontwerharcha, his x mark, Ls] Sam S Worcester,

Hugh A Foster. his x mark, ILs] Jro 1 Bym,

Pwrre Ju., ‘L S , John Be”'

Jno Pichiynn, LS} Jno Bond

Dawd foisom LS}

Shodohommaestube, ne 1 mark LSy

Teshu, his x mark, {L.5.}

Lo wrchubee, hus x mack, it.S1]

Hoshehammo, hs x mark. it S)

Olenowo, his x mark. tS]

Ahekoche, his x ma-k {L.S]

Keloshohe, his x mark, ft Si

Aloko, hs x mark, {LS¢
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SUPPLEMENTARY ARTICLES
TO THE PRECEDING TREATY

Various Choctaw persons have toen presented by the
Chiels of the naticn, wnth a desire that they might be provded
for Bey partculatly deservng, an earnestness has been
mantfested that provigion might be made for them It 1
therefore by the undersigned commussioners here assented
to, with the understanding that they are 1o have no nterest in
the reseervations which are directed and provided for under
the generdl Treaty to which this s a supglement

As evidence of the liberal and kirdd feelhings of the Presudent
axi Government of the Umted Statex the Conunissioners
agree to the request as follows, (to wat) Prerie Juzan, Peter
Ptchlynn, G W Harkns, Jack Prchiynn, lsrael Fuliom, Louss
Laflore, Bemamm James, Joo! M Nal, Hopoymphubbee,
Onorkubber, Beyjanun Laflore, Michae Lafore and Allen
Yates andwale shad be entitled to a reservalion of two seciions
of land each to mclude ther mprovement where they at
present resxde. with the exception of the three first named
persans and Benjamm Lafiore, who are authonzed to beate
one of their sections on any other unmiproved and
nneccupred land, wathun ther respective distncts

ARTICLE 1L Andto exchof the [ollowngpersons there is
Allrwved a reservaron of a secton and a half of land, (1o wi)
James L McDonald, Robert Jones, Noah Wall, James
Campbell, G Nedson, Vaughn Brashears, R Harns, Lattle
Leader, S Foster. J Vaughn, L Durans, Samnel Long, T
Magqagha. Thas Everge. CGiles Thompson, Tomas Garland.
Johin Bond, Witiam Laflore, and Tumer Brashears, tlw two
first named persons. may locate one sechion each, and o
sechon ;ointly on any unienproved and unoccuprediand these
not resxdng n the Navon, The others are to rluds e
present resxlence and unprovement

Also one section s allowed 1o the followang persons (1o we)
Muddleton Mackey. Wesley Tram, Choclebomo, Moses
Foster, DW Wal, Charles Scott, Molly Neel, Susan Colbert,
who was forinerly Susan James, Samuel Garland, Sias
Fisher, B McCurtan, Gaklahoma. and Polly Fillecuthey, to
be located m entire sections to include therr present resxdence
ardd improvenient, with the excejaon of Molly Nasl and Susan
Cobert, who are authonzed to locate theirs, on any
unimproved unoccupwed land

John Pitchiymn has long and farthiully served the naton in
character of U Statvs Interpreter. he has acted as such for
forty years, m comnsderation it w agreed, m achtion to what
has been done for hun there shall be granted 1o two of jus
chidren, (1o w) Sias Pichiynn, and Thomas Prichlvnn one
sechon of land exch, to adoin thwe locaton of ther father.
likewsse to Janses Madison and Peter sorm of Mushulatubbee
o jecion of land cach to malude the old house and
mprovenwnt where therr father formesty hwed on the old
nuhtary road adraning a large Prerarw

And to Henry Groves won of the Chiel Nattcachie there 1s
one sechion of larkd guen 10 adjoin tus father's land

Andd 1o each of the following persons hall a section od land s
granted on any unoccupnd and unimproved lands in the
Districts where they respectiviey Ive tto wath Willa Harkins,
James D Hamiton, Wikan Juzan, Tobas Laflore, Jo Doke.
Jacob Fulsorr, P Hays, Samuel Worcester, Gegrge Hunter,
Wilham Tram, Rotert Nasl and Alexander McKee

And there s given a quarter section of land each to Dulda
and her five latheriess chidien. she being & Chnctaw waman
resdhing aut of *he naton, also the same quantity to Pegay
Trhan, another [ndian woman resydng out of the nation and
her twa tathertess chidren, ard ta the widow of Pushmilaha,
arxt Puckishenuhbee, who were farmerd, distiraguished Chiefs
nf the nabon and or ther chiidien four quarter sections of
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land, each m trust for themaselves and their children.

All of sad fast mentoned reservations are to be {ocated
under and by direction of the Presdent of the U States

ARTICLE 1L The Choctaw people now that they have
ceded their fands are solicitous to get to their newhomes eary
as possible 2nd accordingly they wish that a party may be
permitted to proceed this fall to ascertam whereabouts will be
most advantageous for their people Lo be kocaled.

1t 15 therefore agreed that three or four persons (from pach
of the three chstncts) under the gudance of some discreet and
well quakfied person or persons may proceed during thys fallto
-he West upon an examination of the country.

For their ime and expenees |he U} States agree toaliow the
s twelve persons two dollars a day cach, not toexcead orxe
hundred days, which 1s deemed to be ample time 1o make an
examinaton.

If necessary, pilots acquainted with the country will be
furnished when they arrive in the Wast

ARTICLE IV, John Donly of Alabama who has several
Choctaw grandchldran, and who for twenty years has carrsed
the mail through the Choctaw Nation, adesire by the Chiels is
expressed that bre may have a section of land, it 18 accordingly
granted, to be localed in one enlire sechion, on any
umimproyed and unoccuped Jand

Allen Glover and George S. Ganes hcensed Tracors in the
Choctaw Nation, have accounts amounting 10 upwards of
mne thousand dollars aganst the findans who are unable to
pay ther sad debts without distressing therr famlies; a desire
s expressed by the chiels that two sections of land be set apart
to be sold and the proceeds thereof to be anplhed toward the
payment of the aferesad debis. It 5 agreed that two sections
of any unimproved and unoceupied land be granted to George
S Games who will seit the same for the best prce he can
obtan and apply the proceeds thereof 1o the credit of the
Iichiains on thetr accounts due to the before mentoned Glover
and Games, and shall make the applcaion {o the poorest
incan first

At the earnest and partcular request of the Chief
Greermwood Laflore there 1s granted to David Haley one half
sechon of land to be located in a ha¥ section on any
unoccupwd and uiimproved land as 8 compensation, for a
wurney to Washington Ciy with dupaiches to the
Government and returning others to the Choclaw Nanon

The loregong s entered rvo, as supgplemeital 1o the treaty
coixluded yesterday

Dore at Dariang Rabbit Creek the 28th day of September,
1830

Jrno H Eaton .S}
Jno Coflee, LS}
Greenwood {eflore. iLs}
Nittucachee, hes x mark, iLs)
Musnulatubbee. his x merk. LS}
Crishoomah, lus x mark, {Ls]
Eyarhoenttubbee, bus x mark. LS])
lyacherhopa, hus x mark, {Ls)
Holubbee. tis X mark. ILS)
Onarhubbee. his x mark, LS}
Rohert Cole. hus x mark, (LS}
Hopwunihahubhee, lus « mark {l.s}
Dawd Folsom, iLst
John Garland. his x mark, (LS}
Hopwahoomah, his x mark. {(L5]
Captair Thalko. his x mark, {ts)
Pwrre Juzan. [L.S)
Immarstarher, tue x mark, LS}
Hoshimhamartar, his » mark, [LS]
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For further information contact:

Museum of the Southern Indian
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
Route 7, Box 21
Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350
(601) 656-5251
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