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Respect

ABSTRACT - - f

‘ The booklet tells the story of Josephine, a little
Choctaw girl, who picks wild flowers and hurts her Aunt's feelings.
Josephine later learns from her grandmother the importance of
respecting nature and how the flowers came to be. The story
1introduces constellations, how weaving came to the Choctaw, how the
sick were prayed for, and why wild flowers symbolize tokens of love
from the Sacred Spirit. This booklet 1s supplementary reading
material for the "Choctaw Culture Early Education Activities"” guide.
The guide provides activities pertaining to the story. (ERB)
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One day little Josephine went with her Aunt-Selee to

- look at her grandmother’s flower garden.
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- Josephirte thought her aunt would like some of the
flowers so she started picking some. When her aunt saw -

A
~

Josephine, she called, “Satopah! |ssa!” (That hurts! Quit!)

Then she began to cry.




Josephine was distressed -and puzzled. She ran into

tHe house to her grandmother. '

b

she: sald almost in tear hy is

“Grandmother,” |
3r but she céalled té)

Aunt Selee crymg'D I did not touch h

me, “That hurts! Quit!” E - — ,
"l understand reérhed’he grandmothec as she saw ‘

.)

'.:4‘

ic  the flowers in Josephlne s hand. . _
. | oL
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“Would you like to have these flowers,
Grandmothe_r?" Jbsephine asked when she saw her
looking-at thefn. “l broke them for Aunt Selee but | don't
think she would'want them now.’ .

“No,. Josephme she wouldn't. The people love the
wild and the garden flowers but they never pick them."”

“But, Grandmother, they are. so pretty!"
“You do not understand, child. Let's sit here and 'l

tell you why.” a '_ S
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“Long ago when the

~world was young, there

was in the heavens a :
constellation where shone

" the brightest star in all the |

sky. This beautiful star,
Bright Eyes, was happy

because earth people

loved her beauty.
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After many years a star that
\made Bright Eyes dim came into the
sKy.. This made Her sad because
people could ot see her face. She
-called to her sisters, “Come; sisters, )
(et uigo déWQ to éarth where we can R PR

livé with the earth people and- make them
happy. The new star has hidden my light and

o the sky does not_ need us any longer.”
ERIC Y 8
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o “O(] their way to earth, Bright Eye\s)and her sisters
stopped ‘where lived Uncta, the great bronze.spider,” _
spinner of the finest webs. ‘We must learn to spin if
‘Uncta will teach us,’ said Bright Eyes. He was proud of
his spinning and weaving arid was glad to teach the
maidens. He set them to work and soon they were able
to- spin beautiful threads and weave them into fine cloth.

‘You and your sisters have done well,” Uncta told Bright

Q EyeS.” R ’ { . 9
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“Brig/ht Eyes said to Uncta one
day, ‘Will you help us get to earth?
We want to teach the people how to
spin and weave.” He wove a basket
and fastened it to a strohg thread to
lower them to earth.”

r~.
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“When they touched-the earth, they became thﬁ Little
) Folk. The)’ loved the forests; and there they lived, .
working, dancing and playing. Earth pegple learned

' quickly to spin and weave. Then the Little Folk taught
\_ : them how to make bright cdlors and use them in weaving .
their rugs and blankefs. - Earth people loved these Little
Folk who helped them and Bright Eyes'was happy again.” ')

| - e 11 | '




“Bright Eyes and her sisters helped the people when

A

they were sick. They went into the forests to pray to The
Sacred Spirit to protect the people. They told the people
to pray to The Sacred Spirit too.” :
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“All of the prayers went up and were changed into &
lovely flowers. The blossoms dropped the seeds upon the |
earth while the perfume was camed on info the heavens - t&
where The Sacred Spmt was.”
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“The Little Folk cared for the seeds as they fell and
from them sprang the wild flowers. They watched and
tended the flowers and still do today. _The people love the
flowers and respect them by not pickihg them

thoughtlessly. : i




- And so, my little granddaughter, our people love the
flowers, but we take care of them: We call them “Tokens
of love from The Sacred Spirit.” AN



“Oh,” said Josephine, “after this 1 will think of the
flowers first.” .

6

\,



4

How The Flowers R g
- Came To Be: B 2N

"
/\dapted from “Why The Flowers Grow \Choctaw Lit{le Folk, Novela Goodman Martin, 1970, The
Naylor Company, San Antonio, Texas. Library of Congress catalog card number 72-129648. *

Adapted by Linda Skinner

¥
lNustrated by: Thomas Ingham B
Layout and Design by: Thomas Ingham - o y 1
Linda Skinner _ ! |
Edited by: William Biescia - : , ) ’
. v
Tribal Chief: Phillip Martin L .
Fducati )n Committee Chairman: Luke Jimmie ' .

' Qpcclm Thanks to: Louise Fuller, E-sbie Gibson, Dolphus Henry, Inez Henry, Buster Ned Lona
Belle Skinner and Family. {
- b

This project was made possible by the combined efforts of the Follow Through Program,
Grant Number G 007501896, funded by the Department of Education and the Cho
Culture Early Education Program, Grant Number G 008100625, funded by the Departr:g:
of Fducation, Office of Indian Programs.

« Choctaw Heritage Press, 1982.

Printed by: Skinner & Son Printers, Choctaw, Ponca City, Oklahoma

.



