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ABSTRACT : - .
: ; - In response to requests of adult students for foreign
language instruction for their kindergarten and elementary school
aged children, and after researching the availability of sach
instruction in the area, Tarrant County Junior College developed a
series of nonsequential courses of 12 lessons each on common topics
such as parts of the body, the family, the house, clothing, the
beach, food, pets, the circus, and the professions that could be
regrouped perodically so that students dropping out for a semester or

" moré woul! be able to return with interest. Enrollment was limited to .

15, and the courses were designed to suit the schedules of children
and families, The emphasis was on listening comprehension and basic
speech production. The m~ erials development included production of

"parent ‘papers" to infoi. »rarents of each unit's content, and

\

cassette tapes for students to take home. Spanish was the first
language offered, and French and German were added within a few
vears. After 5 years, courses for junior high school students were
added in all languages, and a course for students of a local private
school and a conversational French practice course for high school
students 7ere also developed. The most difficult problem in the
program's 10 years has been finding good teachers, and most of the
“instruction has been by part-time faculty. Other major considerations
are scheduling and coordination of classes, providing materials and
equipment, design of publicity, and student recruitment. (MSE)

s
i

*********’k*****‘k**********w*******************************************.*

* Reproduct1ons supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
* from the original document.

*
*

dodk gk sk ok KoKk kok ok ok ok ok ok Kok ok ke ke k ok ke ke gk sk ok ke ke ek ok ok ke ok ok ok ok ok ok ok e gk ok sk ke ok e ok ok ke o ke ke gk ke ke ke e ke ok ke ke ok ok ke ke ok ok ke ke




U.S. DEPARYTMENT OF EDUCATION ' Y " :

. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION ' . "PEHMIQSION TO REPH()DUCE THIS
" EDULATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION ' ' . MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
D : CENTEN A N . N . '
.x Ty e wteent by heen reproduc il g . : J T,
v o l_mn fretun gt olgamzatos H
VO 1) . . ' . ) o a”‘- qrp r. .
® Poaits of v b agemons stitod s ths (luu_lA i ) ' TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
et e not eecestardy represont offcod NIE . INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC), -
potatuin o pobey ’ . ) . ’
LANGUAGES FOR CHILDREN AT TARRANT COUNTY JUNIOR COLLEGE:

A TEN“YEQR REFORT : v
Jane Harper' . ' '

‘94

ED252079

-

»

©

What a different situation this conference is than
is customary for me when I an speaking about languages

for. children! I do not have to convince vou . that
. ]

. - .
language skills are beneficial in our society and will

be as valuable as gymnastics or . football during the

lifetime of our children. I do not have o pe;suade you
that it'is possible for young children to acquire .

communication skills in more than one language. I do

-

not have to explain that fluency in a second language is

w

not acguired in one month or in one semester or in one ¢

yaar. Probably'I do. not even'needltm defend the tole of

:tﬁe junior c@llaje in assuming the reapohsﬁbﬁlity Df
lénguage ihstructién for childhen.in ites community.
'Rather,ci can spend this hour with you in describing the
ten—year hisfory of uQr program of lﬁnguages for
children at,Tarrant County Junior College Northeast
Campug»and in answering questionﬁ which may arise about

our program.

»
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First, let me give you a brief description of. the
: ‘ » N :
? college itself. Northeast Campus is one:}H three

campuses of the TCJC District of the Fort Worth, Texas,

g
v

metropolitan area. Student enrollment in credit courses
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1 the District is usually about 25,000 to 28,000, of

which Northeast Campué'generally enronlls from;lQ,DmD to -8
11,000, The campus ofiginally opened in 19&8. During

the ten-year period ther consideration in this report,

1975-198%, the‘enrolimeﬁt of the Eampus increased from

8700 tm”1o,oob while the enfollméﬁt in the”Department_of

Foreign Lé?guageé grew from 55% t0~14757in;Greditmmww¢fxmwwmmuwmmw!f
Icoufées. During that same period we gléouqdded non-
credii offerings in languages which boqsted department

enrollment figures to 1750. One component of these honwl' . : ‘
credit offerings is the program of languades for - ‘
. : : . _ - : |

|

ch;ldren.

Since this is a.ten~yeaf”report, I shall déscriby
thé development'bf.the program on a year4by~year basis.
The first year, 1975, was one of iHitialﬂﬁfudy and
decision-making. Several of our.adulflﬁdeentg'in
.French.and iﬁ SPanish had asked me as déﬁartment chair
to consider offering courses for their children. With
oniy four full-tim@_faculty members, including myself,
in £ﬁg éebartment o?féring three 1an§uagé5;-the initiai

4

ma jor hufdie (which would cont{ﬁue as a'consisteﬁt v e
insistent.cnnsideration)lwas to locate instructors who -
would be willing teo spend the necessary time and edergy
and who would have the creative abilities to plan and,

develop and feach a new program. Two part~time faculty
members éghéed to work with me outside pﬁr regular hours

n

and duties and remuneration.
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.'F3rt.worth~1ndependen£ School District. There were no

commitment of time to other~curricu1a,,and lack of

< - . ‘ ‘Y"

vﬂ“’"""r
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‘We decided that our first requlrement was to f1nd

out hawj%uch and what kindes: u+ instraction N ldnquages

were available to the childran of our community. We °

. spent the resf of 1975 locating and visiting classes in

languages for elementary ghildren. There were not many
in Tarrant County: two major, expensive private schools

! ‘ [
and & limited program in Spanish in a few schools in the

clagses ava1lab1e in the suburban schoclﬁl The public

school adm1n15trators explained that they»aouvd not Lo

offer languages, primarily due to budgetary constraimts,'

v

‘qualified'faculty; I? children in =g community were to
study lanquaqes. th91r instruction would‘have to be v
'outs1de school hours. of f school premises, and by other

v

personnel. The communlty college would be 1dea1.

classroom space, lab facilities, media equipment,

teacﬁing materials, and {faculty woulq'be available
- . . . © '\‘

during the afternoons and summers,. the time least

©

utilized by the college, yet prime time for elementary

children. We decided to develop a program.

In 1976 we planned the courses. Each course would
consist of twelve classes of .30 minutes each, . one per
week during the fall and spring. semesters, two‘per weelk

during each summer term.. Class size would be limited to

fifteen students. We developed a course strategy bas @d

+-003-
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On our anticipated student population, one expected to

© be basically unpcfdictable; Since classes would be

¢ -

schedul ed during-afﬁer~sphpol houwrs, they would

—

. . g "° ) . . .
necessarily compete with piano lessons, dance classes,

sports, and scouts. ‘A child might be able to enroll

during theﬂ#gll, but not in the spring, but would like

to return fbr a summer term. Another might’attend oniy
-during the spring or summer. At every age group we’

could expect firét-time enrollees. After a year or two

we could also anticipate reﬁurnimg_students in each

£y o

claés.' After the initial_o#féring there woq}d.probabiy,

Vo -

“he a mixture of novices and returness in évery class. .

Therefore, we developed a non-sequential series of

twelve lessons based on common toﬁicét such as pgrtﬁ of

s/

. the body, the family, rooms of a house,'clothing,'the

beach, foods, pet animals, the circus, profesgidns,'and'

others. Ry rotating or re-grouping the.topics, using

five or six each semester, returning students would not

be bored nor would new students be overwhelmed by the

material. For each topic the emphasis would be on
ligfanihg;ﬁbmpréhensioh of the spoken language and on
spgeech production'of basic vocabulary and simple .

phrases.

a

. . »
After the design of the courses was completed, the
actual materials fpr teaching =2ach unit were develoﬁed
in 1977. Acknowledging the short attention span of

young childreﬁ, we pjaﬁneq eight to twelve sepat-ate

\ .
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- required mediated instructional materials, with variety

information. Most of the materials we crested as
8 3 :

games to reinforce the vocabulary of each,unit,”‘We al o0

- sparch for teachers began.

/

activities for each S0-minute clasé. Most attivitiaﬁ .
being important in capturing and holding student

attention as well as in_tfansmitting meaning and

slides, flash cards, flannel board characters, large
posters, puppéts, toys, Pictoral wowkéheetz, and tapes.

In addition, we selected, and recorded songs and designed

<
v

created a "Farent Papef“ for each unit to inform Qérents'

o

of the vocabulary, stories, anqxgonds being taught and

an accompanying cassette tape for home use.

S . o /

By 1978 we were ready for students. During the o .

summer we offered the first classes in Spanish, .one for

children in grades kiqdergarteh'through'third_grade and
one for children in grades\four-thkqugh six.

. ’ ¥ . .'v- ° .
The following summer, 1979, we added French to the ' l

summer program. - Wé had three classes in Spanish and two
& .

in Ffench; That fall and the neuxt Epring we dffereq‘both.

French and'Spahish classes during the after—school hours

for the first time. By the time the first French class .

was offered, my part-time instructor who had offered to
work with the program had moved, and I did the teaching
mysel f. The following year the Spémiah teacher

[3

temporarily retired to have a baby, and the on-going
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By 1981 we had enough repeating students that we -

needed add%tional.teéching units. Sinee our original

-

. h . ’
twelve units were working well, we used the same format

,tolcreate materials on ten mor e topiéa, such as a trip 1 .
to the hdspifal, the kitchen, a toy store, ;'gift;'
.transpﬁrtafiqn, %nd_a city street. Thét,yéar we added_b
-;second summér seméster-to our éghedulé'of offerings for
a.total o nina'classes dufihg‘the summer.f Qur ﬁail and
@ ' - -

' spring semesters continued to enroll a total Df'three or

four sections in Frénch and Spanish.

13

In 1982 we added.Ggrman to ﬁhe_curricuium; After
.aﬁ initial.courSe taught Qy a full-time departmegt
faculﬁy member;.andther-instructor, & Gerhan natiyé and
formef TCJcC student'who had subéeqqently completed a

graduate degree, was added to our part-time faculty. -

-

In the summer ‘of 1983, we added courses for junior

high schdwl-étqdents in ernch, German, and Spgnish..
All three’languages'continuqq to be.available for grades .4 ._ ‘
k.~b Ehrgughﬁut the vyear, fa11,~spring, and two summer
yfermsjvxﬁ¥ter hévbng had a stablé, but smallglanollment“_f
in.th? afper~5chooi program since the fall of 1979, the
-énrollmént éumped duringi1983—54iwith nine classes that
fall, eleven that spring, and'éévenﬁeen thE'follqwiﬁg o
summer. Alsovduriﬁg this‘ﬁekiod'wé.taught our first

section open for enrollment only to a specialugroup,

second-grade students from a private school who were
L ' 006~ _ | R
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_the'Prpgkess has not been eaé;ly-achieVed;'.The most

bused to campuéAduring the stchool day tWOAdBYE a week
for Spanish.Another new clasg, was one for senior high

—ry,

school students who wanted extra conversation practice

. . !
in French. °

During the spring of 1985, the prdgram’ig

continuing to Qréw.and_deve}qp“ We are qf&ériné Italian
%or.the.firét_£ime. We have three Spénish clasées being
taught "in-house" in the Childfen’s Center on:' Campus N
during‘thé horning hours, - their reguiar sﬁhool_houfs. |
We have our first off-campus Spanish :1555 in a privgte*'
school'duriné their raéular schoolldgy.. At the Eeniér~
hiéh level , we héve'added épanish ang German'to o;r
converéatigp glaéses. We o%fered a total of~eighte%n
setfions, by far our lgfgeét number ok.classes in'a
gingle semester. ‘

" During £8959 tén years of.apparent_pfogress, all

. )

a

diffi&ult problem istfhe coﬁétant requirement for ggbd
fea;heré. Although four of the five chﬁenfofu11~time§‘ .
#aculﬁy»havg taught atﬁigast ane«cqqnsésin the program;
with fifty to siuxty sectiﬁﬁs ;ffered anﬁuallyr most ofr
tﬁé instruction is provided'by,pqri-tﬁme:¥achltyj‘»Qs
many asveight to teﬁ Hi&feFent tesachers‘are-emplbyedf'v
pach semester for the childran’s prcgram.“‘Locating,
reckuiting, and tréinihg fluent, xperiepced,

enthusiastic teachers is esgentia1~for’thEQSucceas of

“ 4 ’
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teachers on-materlate deverqpment and use, summer

3

the program. Dther.ﬁ%jorAcqnsidenetione are appropriate

scheduling of classes, coordination of the classes,
scheduling of equiﬁment and matefiale for classes,

® ' v
dee1gn ‘of brochures and letterv for pub11c1ty purposes, -

'

and avallab111ty of a department epoieeman for meetings

with pefent,greups. 'Recruitment'of students is also

essential, particularly during the early years of a new:

A

program.

\‘.

Over a period of ten yeare, the program of {foreign

lahguages for children at TCJC Northeast Campus has  °
3 . l i ‘ . . . . h 3

'groWn from an idea to a project to an emperiment.to an

; LY
‘7

establlened year— round pregram of four annual cemeeters

h¥d

of French. German. Spanlsh. and Italikn for chlldren

_between the ages o+ +our and elghteen w1th a total

annual enrollment of uQD students. Although the ne"t few

&

years -are still 1n the idea stmgee. we are considering

v

sOMme addltlons to the program. euch as worhshops :.’.‘

a

A

courses in Latin for high school students, and, extension

of our off-campus offerings into other\private

elementary schools. P

. ) - o ) . . 7
Ferhaps with the new Texas state reguirement for

.

the teaching of foFELQz:lanéuagee "to the extent ‘

possible” in all Texas public high schoole,‘a prowing

“awareness by tne public of the need for languages for .

“

younger children will develop and will create additional

-008-
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'

demands for lanéuage instruction at the ‘elementary

t

°

have a faculty wperienced in curniculum devel opment,

iy N '

.materials .design, and instruction in languages for

\ - t

children to‘assist in tRe development of. instruttion for

-

 chi1dfén_in the publit sector. Dur'ultimatelgoal is to-

. e j . v . .
- . . .
be run .out of the busine%s of, . providing language courses
o L e {‘ oo . . . ] e

~

R . . . e ' ’ N . .
for children byvthe universal offering of such programs

. 4
©

in the public elementary sthoolg of our community.

we - ¢ .
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level. In that tase,. Tarrant County Junior College will -




