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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series
designed to make information on relevant dissertations available to users
of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts JInternational
are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related
topics, which thus become accessible in searches of the ERIC data base.
Ordering information for dissertations themselves is included at the end of
the bibliography.
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AN ENGLISH PLACEMENT EXAMINATION: AN ANALYSIS
OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE EXAMINATION AS USED
AT FIVE JUNIOR COLLEGES IN CALIFORNIA

Order No, DAB412452

Cnase, DOROTHY DOREEN, PH.D. Brigham Young University, 1884,
159pp. Chairman: Milford C. Cottrell

The purpose of this study was to develop means, standarg
deviations and percentile norms {or an English Placement
Exlm_inatiOn. The examination consisted of two parts, an objective
examination and a non-objective examination. Five junior colleges
and their incoming students were involved in the norming of the
examination.

The examination was found to have predirtive value, between
student's raw scores on the English Placement Examination and
teacher assigned grades, at two colleges. At the third college there
was sufficient correlation to merit further use and analysis of the test.

The resuits obtained at the fourth college showed littie correlation.
However. when the.course levels and raw examination scores were
analyzed. for each individual college. & high correlation was found.

READING PROFICIENCY DISCRIMINATORS DERIVED FROM
DEFINITIONS OF READING BASED ON A NATIONAL
SURVEY OF COMPETENCY TESTS FROM ONE RUNDRED
THIRTY.-THREE LARGE URBAN SCHOOL DISTRICTS
KINDERGARTEN OrderNo. DAB411011
DeGRace, WiLLiam Gai, Ep.D. University of San Francisco, 1983.
324pz. Chairperson: Dr. Joan Hyman

This is one of four collaborative multi-phased studies which
investigated the national status of competency-based reading
instruction at four grade leveis: kindergarten (DeGrace, 1083), grade
three (Smith, 1983), grade six (Baker, 1983), and grade eleven
(Eggers, 1983). This particular study focused on kindergarten
compelencies in reading comprehension.

Each of the four studies was divided into three substudies. The
results of the first substudy, a Ssurvey of the status of competency-
based reading comprehension instruction in the one hundred thirty.
three largest school districts in the nation, indicated how the
competencies were mandated, deri--2d, used, and evaiuated by each
of these districts. In the second substudy the competencies and
competency test iiems were evaiuated by panels ¢! internationally
recognized reading experts. The third substudy was an in depth
analysis of actual conpetency test items subnitted by the surveyed
school districts. To accomplish this analysis an instrument was
developed and administered to students at each selectec grade level.
Three types of comprehension test items selected from the school
gistricts' submissions and identitied by the reading experts as being
(1) most relevant, {2) leas! relevant, and (3) items on which there
was no agreement by the experts, were included.

The findings of this study identitied individual comprehension
items as well as clusters of items that discriminated proficient from
iess proficient readers at the kindergarten level. Agreement across
experts' evajuations of reading comprehension test items and the
validation of those items througl student testing resuited in item

clusters and item discriminability and yieided a core of reading
comprehension items These items could form the basis of a national
data bank of reading comprehension test items and therefore “true”
reading comprehension instruclionai objectives. In other words these
items indicate what a cross section of reading experts, students, and
school districts used as an operational definition of reading
comprehension in American public schools.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ENGLISH PROFIC

IENCY ME
IN PREDICTING ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF ASURES
IN‘TERNATIONAL MILITARY OFFICERS AT A U.S. AIR
FORCE PROFESSIONAL MILITARY EDUCATION SCHOOL

Order No. DA8415499

EweLi, RoBERT NomRis, Eo.D. Auburn Uni
Director: Wilbur A. Tincher versity, 1984. 98pp.

The purpose of the study was to determi
'8 purpo ne how much of the
variation in academic performance of international officers at the us.

Air Force's
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international Officer Schooi (108) Aurglr?;pt?%?:elgtsuger:ﬁ'e;?and the

ression
mrotg. rost.o techniques with R2 values and F-ratios the key pointa of
The four English tests together ac
counted for 18 percen
;:;I:in:.e in final test avarage. The Reading test was trr:eersl.;wgtl:f bT:t
fre c t:r at 13 percent; the ECL alone accounted for only 6 percent.
o no‘:g ests and combinations of tests that were statistically
] Icant| predictors of academic performance at the .05 level were
s ;g;;:tee ;nlgt!:reca:rlrr;g':t:g ECL. It was noted that the predictors
wp:resalon st (.66-.80) and that there wers some
was concluded that while English proficiency m
8
on:cm% :::gl;l‘or&:‘o.rt Ia‘;:‘ast:iemlc petr:ormance. dymer:n?e; in scores
account for a relativel n
of the differences in academic test 28 condluged on
. It also was concluded
the Reading test was the best ietor be accuraten
| predictor because it m
slmm:l';m ntdh:d a&a‘(:elmugta?d testing environment of sogts.aﬁcx:wy
nstitutions not rely on English tests
admission criteria for international st 13 80le
udents. it was also
:c.:t%r::nded that language skilis essential to specific curricula be
e d, tested, and remediated. and that poorly performing
" T tional students be counseled to determine whether the cause
poor performance is language or some other factor.

DIRECTION AND DISTANCE OF CONTEXT REQUIRED BY
COLLEGE UNDERGRADUATES TO COMPLETE CLOZE
COHESIVE REFERENCE ITEMS IN PASSAGES PRESENTED
BY MICROCOMPUTER OrderNo. DAB421109

Fonriem, GiLLES EoOuaRD, PH.D. University of Georgia, 1984, 121pp.
Director: George E. Mason

‘ The purpose of this study was to determine whether dirsction and
qmance_ of context had an eflect on the way readers process text
information before attempting to complets the blanks in & cloze test.
Based on the Malliday and Hasan (1976) cohesion theory, 25 cloze
tasks were constructed in which the reference item of a pair ot
cohqu ties was deleted. In 20 cases, the presupposad item was
anaphoric, and in five cases, it was cataphoric. The cioze tasks were
:::;n from an expository text found to be at the 10th grade readability

_ A microcomputer program was written by the investigator. It
displayed the anaphoric or cataphoric context word-by-word, but only
upon request by the subjects. who were 38 volunteer undergraduate
students enrolied at the University of Georgia. The reading ability of



the subjects was measured with the Neison-Denny Reading Test.
Their percentile rank was used to divide them into two reading
groups, the less proficient readers and the mere proficient readers.
Theresults indicated that more proficient readers did not complete
successfully a greater number of blanks than less proficient readers.
Nor did they ask for significantly more words before completing the
blanks. Less proficient readers reached the presupposed items
significantly more often and a moderately low negative correlation
was found between the number of times they raached the

presupposed items and the number of bianks they completed
successfully, but no such significant correlation was found for more
proficient readers The direction of context did not atfect the number
of bianks completed successfully by either type. Bu! the direction of
context affected beth the number of times the presupposed items
were reached by the iess proficient readers and the number of words
they asked before completing the blanks. A moderate negative
correlation was found between the number of times they reached the
presupposed items and the number of blanks they completed
successfully with anaphoric context, but not with cataphoric. With
more proficient readers no significant correlation was found.

it was concluded that regardiess of their levels of reading
proficiency. (1) coliege undergraduates process essentially the same
information before attempting to complete the blanks in a cloze_test.
and (2) they process the information ditferently when the direction of
context is anaphoric than when it is cataphoric.

AN ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATE FORM RELIABILITY OF
THREE COMMERCIALLY PREPARED INFORMAL READING
INVENTORIES Order No. DA8416328

HELGREN, VALERIE ANN, ED.D. University of Miami, 1984. 45pp.
Supervisor: Professor Charles T. Mangrum, ||

An anelysis of alternate form reliability of three commercially
prepared informal reading inventories was performed in this stud y.
Seventy-five fourth grade students from two elementary schools were
randomly assigned to one of  .e IRIs and administered Forms A and
B of an inventory. This resulted in the ailocation of twenty-five
students to each IRI. The Analytical, Basic, and Ekwall Reading
inventories were used.

Pearson and generaiizability coefficients were computed for tha
data. Results indicated that the coefficients ranged between .61 and
.78. Estimated variance components from the generalizability analysis
revealed that little error could be directly attributed to the forms, as
the largest variance component was attributed to the subjects
themselves,

While the results of the study did not reveal perfect reliability,
critics cannot condemn these IRIs for being unreliable. Reading
researchers need to address the question of what an acceptable leve!
of reiiability would be for informal reading inventories,

THE INFLUENCE OF RATER CHARACTEFISTICS ON
COMPOSITION EVALUATION PRACTICES _
Order No. DA8B410858

Hrach ELaiNe. PH.D. Hofstra University, *983. 223pp. Chairperson:
Estelie S, Geliman

The purpose of this study was to further existing knowledge .
concerning the evaluation of student writing samples. The e‘v‘alualnon
practices of 59 junior and senicor high schoo! teachers of writing were
examined to determine whether or not patterns of rating wouid
emerge that are refated to the rater characteristics of tolerance of
ambiguity and/or exparience with writing skills. N ‘

Hypothesis One predicted that rater judgments of writing quality
wouid be multidimensional. Hypothesis Two sought to delqrmine how
the dimensionality associated with a particular evaiuator's judgments
would be related to experience with writing skills and tolerance of
ambiguity. It was predicted that evaluators scoring highest on these
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variables would utilize more dimensions than other respondents in
their evaluations and woulc weight content dimensions most heavily.

No standards of writing were suggested {0 the parlicipants o1 this
Stuoy. Instead, teachers were asked 1o read 20 papers on the sime
lopic which were written by high schoo! students. Thege papers were
lo be sorted so that papers placed in any one category were similar in
terms of writing quality and difierent from papers placed in other
categories.

Three.way multidimensional scaling was employed to urcover the
Structure underlying teachers' sorting data. A four-dimensional
solution offered both goodness-o!-fit and interpretability. On the basis
of characteristics of papers placed at dimensional extremes, the
derived dimensions seemed to represent the following writing
attributes: Style, Maturity of thought and expression, Organization
and Subsiance.

The 20 compositions also were rated on specific writing tralts by
39 additional teachers. The mean bipolar scale ratings obtained tfrom
these subjects were regressed over each paper’s projections on the
four MDS dimensions. These regression analyses substantiated the
original dimensional interpretations.

A canonical correlation analysis was performed to determine
relationships between teachers’ weights on the MDS dimensions and
their scores on the variables "Experience with Writing Skills" and
“Tolerance of Ambiguity." The canonical variates formed in this
analysis did not account for any signiticant relationship between rater
variables and dimension weights. Thus. Hypothesis Two, which
suggested that rater judgments would be a function of experience
with writing skills and tolerance of ambiguity was not supported.

EVALUATION OF THE READING PROGRAM OF THE
GUILFORD COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM
Order No. DAB408997?

JONNSON, JUANITA JaMISON, EB.D. The University of North Carolina at
Greensboro, 1883, 186pp. Director: Dr. Carol K. Tittle

The purpose of this study was to detérmine the impact of
curricular intervention on the reading program of a local school
district. The study was based on the following assumptions: that
evaluation is part of a total curricuium improvement process; that
principals, teachers, parents and students are among the most
important audiences for the evaluation report ang should therefore be
involved in the evaluation study; and that metaevaluation techniques
can be used to improve the validity, reliability and objectivity of iocal
evaluation studies.

Selected literature related to major evaluation modeis, to the
evaiuation of reading programs, and to metaevaiuation was raviewed.
Pratest and posttest aurvey data were analyzed to test hypotheses
relative to a change in the description of the program and the
satisfaction of principals, teachers, parents, and students with the
program. The reading achievement scores of thirg and sixth graders
in 1979 were compared to 1982 scores for third and sixth gracers to
test an hypothesis related to student's reading achigvement. A
metaevaluation study was conducted to validate that determined
eftects were due to the curricular intervention and not to other threats
to internal validity.

The results of the study indicated that teacher's knowledge of the
school system's * urricular guide had increased, the record keeping of
reading skills was more effective, use of the System's curricular guide
as a source of reading program goals had increased, student
achievement in reading had increased, and teachers were more
satisfied with the reading program.

Major conclusions drawn from the study were that a variety of
evaluation models exist and are being used to evaluate reading
pragrams; the purposes of the evaluation, the information that is
required and the audiences to be served help tu determine the models
and/or combination of evaluation modeis that are utilized; avaluations
atthe local level can be used 10 determine program effects; and
metaevaluation techniques can be used to improve the validity,
reliability, and objectivity of iocal evaluation studies.



UTILIZATION OF STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM
READING RESULTS IN SELECT CALIFORNIA ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS OrderNo.DAB412572

KaWN, HAROLD RicHARD, ED.D. University of San Francisco, 1883.
148pp. Chairperson: Laurence A. Bishop

The accountability movement of the 1980s gaverise to the
California Assessment Program. At present, the program ad ministers
statewide tests in grades 3, 6, and 12 covering the content areas of
reading, written expression, spelling, and mathemgtiqs. A major
purpose of the program is to provide sc* ool and digtrict-level
information usetul for program improve'nent. .

The objective of this study was 1o investigate how the public
elementary school principals in California utilize the state assessment
reading results. The study was designed to explore th_e influences of
tactors such as school size, location, ethnic composition, and
socioeconomic status of students with regard to local utilization of
CAP results. The data for this investigation were provided by a cross:
sectional time-bound survey of a representative sample of 202
elementary school principals in the state. The.questionnair_e was
divided for purposes of analysis into three rational categories:
dissemination, usetuiness, and influence of results.

The results of the study show that a majority of the elementqry
school principals are receptive to CAP. They use the CAP reading
results in conjunction with other information to evaluate tl-.aelr
programs. There were other uses of CAP results by the principals. For
example, among the "Innovative" uses of CAP results were (1) use of
the results to gain recognition and suppont for programs, and
(2) contirmatory use of the results to reduce uncertainties about local

rams. A major tinding of the study was that schooli
rc.h.adrrcgtm:lglcs sucth as‘l ethnic mgke up, location of the school, age,
gender, years of experience of tne principal, and apademlc 1
performance of the students were reiated to perceived usefulness ©
CAan:lrﬂ:al the resuits of this study show that CAP regdlng results
are utilized by the elementary school principals for mulliple purposes
and that how the results are dissaminated and used at the school sites
depends on the characteristics of the schoois.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A TEST OF CONTENT AREA
READING OrderNo. DA8409971

KNICKERBOCKER, JOAN LEE, PH.D. University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign, 1983. 126pp. Adviser: Alan L. Madsen

The primary purpose of this study was to develop and pilot test an
objective instrument designed to assess secondary school subject
srea teachers' knowledge of reading as it applies to their teaching. A
secondary purpose of the study was to determine how subject area
taught, grade level taught, length of teaching exparience, attendance
in college or university courses emphasizing reading instruction,
attandance in course work beyond the bachelor's degree and
personal judgment of the anticipated benefit from further training in
reading, relate to performance level on the test, The instrument is
intended to be utilized in pre-sarvice and in-service teacher training.

The first phase of the research included a survey of the conceptual
and reseurch literature in secondary level reading to determine those
instructional practices which constitute content area reading.
Instrument development included writing a content.-process outline
derived from the identitied universe. Basad on the oulline, a pooi of
preliminary multiple-choice items were written. The preiiminary
instrument and content outline were submitted to authorities in the
field of content area reading for content vaiidation. Based on their
suggestions the instrument was revised. The instrument was pilot
testad with 145 volunteer teachers. The instrument was again revised
based on the data analysis. The revised 40-item instrument was pilot
testad with 266 volunteer secondary school subject area teachers.

The reliability of the instrument was .770 (Kuder-Richardson
# 20); standard error of measurement, 2.77; standard deviation, 5.79;
mean score, 24.55; and median score, 25.06.

Teachers who had taken a course emphasizing reading instruction
performed significantly better than teachers who had not. Teachers of
English/Language Arts performed significantiy better than teachers
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of other subject areas. Grade lavsl taught, length of teaching
experignce, attendance in college or univeraity courses beyond the
bachelor's degree and nerceivad beneflt from training in reading were
not found to be significantly related to test performance.

The results of the study support the recommendation for training
in appropriate reading instruction for all secondary level pre-service
and in-service teachers.

THE PREDICTION OF FRESHMAN COMPOSITION GRADES
AT A COMMUNITY COLLEGE: A CORRELATIONAL STUDY
B2 SED ON A NONCOMPUTATIONAL READABILITY SCALE

OrderNo.DA8B415654
Lame, BitL Henry, PH.D. Kansas Stats University, 1984. 187pp.

The purpose of this study was to test the effectiveness of the
Rauding Scaie of Prose Difficulty applied to a sample of a freshman
students’ writings  order to predict their Written Communications |
grade. By applying an index to a writing sample of 300 words, it was
possibie to rate an individual's potential for success. It was possibie to
identify students in need of English remediation.

The study was comprised of two randomly divided groups with 110
subjects in Group 1 and 114 subjects in Group 2. The method of this
study involved six steps. First, students completed a writing sample
consisting of approximately 300 words. Three qualified raters
identified by the Rauding Scale Qualification Test then rated each
sample and applied a grade level Index to the writing. The first group
was analyzed and at the conclusion of the semester, the mean grade
ivel of each student was correlated to his/her course grade. The
correlation {r = +.467) was found to be significant beyond the .001
leve!l.

Based on the significant correlation found in the first group, a
Linear Regression Analysis was performed which generated a
prediction regression line (Y' = .200X + 1.031). The second group
was then rated by the same raters using the readability scale.
Predicted end course grades were derived using the regression
formula. The correlation batween the predicted grades and the actual
end course grades was found tober = +.442. This figure was also
significant beyond the .001 level of confidence.

The impiications of this finding were that the Rauding Scale of
Prose Difficulty applied to a freshman student writing sample was a
viabie indsx for predicting success or failure in Written
Communications | at a seiected community college.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE READING MISCUE INVENTORY
AND THE READING APPRAISAL GUIDE IN GRADUATE
READING PROGRAMS Order No.DAB421975

Lowng, PaTriciA CaTHERINE, PH.D. The University of Arizona, 1984.
208pp. Director: Yetta M. Goodman

The purpose of this study was to examine differences in the
effectiveness of two graduate teacher education programs in reading
assessment, one group using the Reading Miscue Inventory and the
other using one of its simplified torms. the Reading Appraisal Guide.

The main question that is answered in this study is whether it is
more effective for teachers to be given training in the Reading Miscue
Inventory, or ig training in the Reading Appraisal Guide sufficient to
enable teachers 10 carry out competent assessments of children's
reading ability?

in the six months of the study's duration, difterent types of data
were collected. These consisted of assessments of children's taped
readings of a story by two groups of teachers before (the pretest) and
atter (the posttest) their respective training programs; anacdotal
records of the teachers' views of the programs and the assessment
instruments they were using, and observations of the teachers'
reading assessments of children selected by them for their practicum.

Quantitative analyses of the pretest ang posttest were made; these
were based on criteria drawn from the Reading Miscue Inventory
manual and ¢he investigator's own miscue analysis of the children's
taped readings. They showed that the teachers trained in miscue
analysis, as reflected in the Reading Miscue Inventory, were able to



make significantly better assessments of chikiren's reading ability
than the teachers trained in the Reading Appraisal Guide.

In addition to the quantitative analysis, written and oral statements
made by the teachers during the pretest. posttest and training
programs were subjected to qualitative analysis and comparisons.
These indicated that both groups' programs had strengthened the
teachers’ ariherence to the Goodman model of reading. but those
trained in the use of the Reading Miscue Inventory developed more
efiective assessment abilities and were more approving of the
instruments they used, than were those trained in the use of the
Read:ag Appraisa! Guide.

It was concluded that the Reading Miscue inventory is an
appropriate assessment instrument for use in c.ollege graduate
reading programs. It proved complex and time.consuming to use, but
at the same time it enabled teachers to make more accurate, in-depth
assessments of children's reading than did the Reading Appraisal
Guide The iatter was found to have some serious drawbacks, mostly
arising froim attempts 10 make it quicker and easier to use.

A VALIDITY STUDY OF A DOMAIN-REFERENCED MINIMUM
COMPETENCY READING TEST FOR SECONDARY LEVEL
STUDENTS AND A PROPOSED MCNEL FOR ASSESSING
THE CONTEXT DEPENDENCE, RELIABILITY, CONTENT AND
CONSTRUCT VALIDITY OF SIMILAR CRITERION-
REFERENCED READING MEASURES OrderNo.DAB414711

Lyons, Kevin MicHatL, Ep.D. Boston University, 1981, 302pp. Major
Professor: Thomas E. Culliton, Jr.

The purpose of this study was to investigate and deseribe the
reliability and validity of one test of minimum competency In reading
designed for secondary level students. Of particular interest were the
context-dependence of the instrument and the content and construct
validity of the measure. Additionally, the intent of the study was to
suggest a practical modei for the validation of criterion-referenced
reading tests and to describe the limitations of these instruments in
practical terms of score interpretation and educational decision-
making.

A total sample of 221 eighth-grade students was administered the
tollowing measures: (1) Comprahensive Tests of Basic Skilis,
Reading; Level 4; (2) Short Form Test of Acedemic Aptitude, Levei 4;
(3) Test Sophistication Scale. The total sample was randomly diviJded
into two groups. One group, called the control group, wes
administered the Massachusetts Assessment of Basic Skills, Reading
Form 1 as suggested by test directions. The second group, called the
experimantal group, was administered an experimental form of the
same measure where all reading context was ramoved by the
researcher. Treatment of the test data and a review of related
literature enabled the researcher to reach the following conclusions:
(A) Context-Dependence of the Intument. (1) The experimental
group, which took the competency test form with all reading context
removed, achleved a group mean percent correct of 53, which was
two-thirds the mean percent correct of 73 achieved by the control
group in the normal administration of the 55 item test. (2) A majority
of the test iterns was determined to be flawed due to a substantial |1ack
of context-dependence. (3) Item construction flaws, in terms of
identified item writing principles designed to limit the influence of
specific test-taking skills, contributed to the substantial lack of
context-dependence demonstrated by this test for the study
population. (4) The use of indices of context-dependence appeared
most useful in isolating poorly constructed reading test items. (5) The
noted lack of context-dependence suggested that some skill or skiils
other than those defined in test definitions were assesved.

(B) Relationships. (1) The high intercorrelation of scores on the
criterion-referenced reading test, norm-raferenced reading test,
group 1.Q. test, and test-wiseness test suggested an undefined
general ability contributed substantially to parformance on the four
measures. . . . (Author's abstract exceeds stipulated maximum
tength. Discontinued here with permission of author.) Ukél

AN ANALYSIS OF THE PERFORMANCE OF ABOVE
AVERAGE READERS AND BELOW AVERAGE READERS ON A
PROGRAM-DEPENDENT MASTERY TEST

OrderNo. DA8420347

McCrea, Dania V., Pu.D. The University of Florida, 1983. 111pp.
Chairman: William Hedges

This study examined the relationship betweén pupil performance
on a program.dependent mastery test in reading and overall reading
ability, schoo! assignment and their interaction. This study was
designed to determine whether 8 competency-based program in
reading reduces the usual normal distribution of reading achievement
when all pupils are allowed varying amounts of time to master
program objectives.

The dependent variable used was the Ginn Level 10 mastery test
(copyright, 1876). Student scores on the total test and eight subtests
were analyzed. Independent variables were studerits' normed reading
ability, measured by the Metropolitan Achievement Test (copyright,
1978), schools to which students were assigned, and their interaction.
Four hundred and nine tests were collected from grades three
through six. Subgroups of above average (n = 121) and below
average (n = 65) readers were created for the inferential anaiyses.

A linear regression model was used to test for significant
relationships between the dependent and independent variables. A
chi-square analysis tested for a significant difference in the proportion
of students from each subgroup who atlained mastery criterion. Item
analyses (p-values, latent.trait difficulty indices, and goodnéss-of-fit to
the one parameter logistic model) were computed and Pearson
product momant correlations were computed between nine variables.

Results of the anaiyses indicated that MAT was a strong predictor
of performance on the mastery test (aipha ieve! .01). School
assignment was significant for one subtest (Vocabulary 1) and one
interaction was significant (Decoding !). A significant difference in the
proportions of subgroups achieving mastery favored the above
average readers.

The research concluded the performance of below average
readers was significantly lower than above average readers despite
additional time in instruction. Aithough varying the amount of
instructional time was not a sufficient interventicn, the interaction
observed for one subtest and the 3ignificant relationship between
school assignment and performance on another suggest that
teachers in some schools have devised interventions which minimize
student dependence on overall reading ability.

Reseerch is needed to ascertain which factors were successtul
interventions. Ressarch is also needed to determine how best to
evaluate competency-based instructional programs and testing
components which accompany them.

THE MEASUREMENT OF WRITING ABILITIES IN GRADES, 7,
8, AND 9 Order No. DA8418933

McQuiLLAN, MaRK KELLOGG, E0.D. Harvard University, 1984. 378pp.

How stable are students' scores on diffarent composition tests?
Will their scores show uniform response patierns to different topics,
or will there be widespread interactions between students and the
rhetorical conditions embedded in each topic? Lloyd-Jones (1977)
has suggested that widespread interactions are probabie, given the
developmental differences among children, their diverse rhetorical
skills, and the nature of writing ability itself.

There is little evidence to substantiate this claim, however. Until
the development of holistic scoring in 1962 (Godshalk, Swineford &
Coffman, 1966), 'ow reliabilities have historicaily confounded
scholars' ability to analyze how different writing topics affected
students’ scores. Even now that high reiiabilities are possibie on
essay tests, experimental research on topic and discourse variation
remains scattered. Assessment experts (Cooper, Odell & Courts,
1978) have thus urged investigators to consider how such rhetorical
variables as (1) discourse purpose, (2) audience, and (3) form affect
students' scores.

To this end, twelve writing tasks, representing three types of
discourse (Kinneavy, 1971) and two different speaker-audience



conditions (Gibson, 1969) were randomly administered to a stratified
sample of 480 7th, 8th, and Sth grade students. Written as case
studies (Hilgars, 1982), the topics were administered over eight weeks
and then rated for overall quality in holistic scoring sessions.

Quality measures were then aggregated and analyzed to ses if
fluctuations in scores were systematically related to differences
introduced by: (1) discourse type, (2) "formal" and "informal"
audience conditions, (3) the age of the writer, (4) the writer's
academic achievement, or (5) some combination thereof. ANOVAs
suggested that Lioyd-Jones' hypothesis was valid for early adolescent
children, that their group profiles were idiosyncratic. Significant
within-group findings showed that discourse aim and audience
formaiity differentially attected the students in nine distinct curricuium
divisions. Different writing abilities were evident in each of these
groups, suggesting that writing as a multifaceted skill which varies
from task to task, depending on the rhetorical eiements of the topic,
the writers' ages, and their literacy achievement.

SPEECH ACT TAXONOMY AS A TOOL FOR ETHNOGRAPHIC
DESCRIPTION: AN ANALYSIS BASED ON VIDEOTAPES OF
CONTINUOUS BEHAVIOR IN TWO NEW YORK HOUSEHOLDS

OrderNo, DA8413019%

Reiss, Nira, Pu.D. Columbia University, 1984. 235pp.

The subject of this study is the designing of measures for
ethnographic description which in¢cludes speech acts in an etic
instrumental approach, oriented toward analyzing the functions of
communicative events in relation to the behavior stream. The ultimate
goal of designing such measures is to place them within a culturai
materialist ethnographic context (Harris 1980). For this purpose |
exiend Searie's speech act taxonomy (1970) to include intended
effects as part of the meaning of speech acts and reduce the emic
criteria essential for comprehending and identifying them.

The data base for the study is part of a corpus of videotaped
continuous behavior over several days in four New York households
recorded by Professor Marvin Harris and a team of students in the
course of the study of Patterns of Authority in Low-Income Domiciles.
| use transcriptions from one day in each of two English.speaking
households, including both communicative events and non-verbal
contexts and responses. These are studied in a heuristic way to ,
illustrate a critique of emic approaches, and in a systematic way to
apply the taxonomy of speech acts over two sections of data included
as Appendices.

In this study | show that the revised taxonomy of speech acts is
applicable to an empirical corpus, and that it produces a systematic
set of behavioral measures which are potentially productive for cross.
cultural comparison. | show that, contrary to claims made by Searle,
as well as by Labov (1981), comprehension and production of speech
acts do noi depend on axiomatic processes accc.ding to an elaborate
system of felicity rules or conditions. Instead, comprehension
depends on control of the functions of speech acts as devices for
motivating effects. The conceptual contents and structure of speech
acts follow fromi their instrumental functions.

This dissertation, by looking at attitudes toward Civil Rights, Civil
Liberties, and Weifare lssues, has suggested that status inconsistency
indeed has conceptual possibilities not ascertainable by regression
analysis. Rather, the Diamond-Additive technigue, as tormulated by
Keith Hope for social mobility studies, offers a tentative measurement
clarification mode! by allowing one to look at the effects of the status
variables and status inconsistency simultaneously, 8 possibility not
ofiered by regression analysis.

Further discussion. in this digsertation, centers around the issue of
status inconsistency as an indicator of stress.

THE DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF AN INST

TO ASSESS SEX STEREOTYPING AT THE PRIMA:YRUMENT
READING LEVEL AND THE ANALYSIS OF BASAL READING
TEXTBOOKS USED IN THE PHILADELPHIA SCHOOLS
COMPARING THE EARLY EDITIONS PUBLISHED FROM
1965-1971 WITH LATER EDITIONS PUBLISHED FROM

1979-1983 Order No, DAB410159

RuoNick, CHARLOTTE RUTH Eo.D. Tem
€  Eo.D. ple University, 1984, 257pp.
Major Adviser: Dr. Eugene Abraham ’ &

Purpose. This study determined the nature and change in
depiction of male and female stereotype roles in basal reg:dingm.
textbooks from grades one to thres. Editions published from 198S8.
1871 were compared with editions from 1979.1983.

Procedures. Primary level basa| textbooks were selacted using two
criteria: (1) frequency of use in Philadelphia; (2) publication dates..
mpledltl?tnz of eac;mt ;erles were used. The five selected ware:

ncott, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, |
ScoT%Foresmln. anovich, Houghton Mittlin, Ginn, and
8 method of investigation was content anglysis, The "
Storeotyplng Checklist" was developed consislln?os! MheelveSox
categories from which the primary hvpothesis and sSubordinate
hypotheses evolm. Categories inciuded, among othars, faar,
aggression, passivity, and subordination. A pilot study demonstrated
the utility of the Sex Stereotyping Checkiist. Initial validity for the
klist was accomplished using a panel of experts and reliability
::::rsel;glrltm t:y the inter-rater method. Content anaiysis resuits
nfrequencies and i
ltltéstical slgnlﬂca:go. pereantages which were tested for
onciusions. The anaiysis of the primary hypothesi
increase in proportional representation forr{en):aple c:ar’a:?:r:” "
analyzed frpm early to later editions. Ginn showed the greatest leval
of change in the number of Characters depicted. Houghton Miffiin's
fl:’ltlmen‘tt of r:ges se)':e: was the most even in the later edition.
pincott a cott Foresman m i
showed lite che ade progress while Harcourt Brace
The analypes of subordinate hypotheses showed statistical

significance in terms of more equal representation of the sexes whean
comparing early and |ater editions for fear, aggression, leadership
adequacy, and inadequacy. Passivity, affection, tenderness, '
subordination, and traditional and non-traditional occupational roles
did not show Statistically significant changes. Ginn demonstrated the
most change in the Iater edition resuliting in a more equal
representation of the sexes. Houghton Mifflin's treatment of the gexes

.

Recommendatlons Readin
_ . S textbooks should be revi
gtet:'egn:me if the sexes are portrayed evenly. Publishers she::ﬁg 0
ute to both sexes the 1yji gamut of human expression.

STATEWIDE MINIMUM COMPETENCY TESTS IN WRITING
SKILLS: HOW COMPETENT ARE THE TESTS?
OrderNo. DAB420012

SavaLe. Zoia ANN, PH.D. indiana University of Pennsyivania, 1984.
154pp. Chairman: Patrick Hartwell

This dissertation discusses existing minimum competency testing
programs, including the concerns of the public. stydents. teachers,
and educational administrators regarding the use of such tests. State:
mandated MCT programs are described, and a distinction is drawn
between statewide writing MCTs and other statewide writing
assessments. The National Assessment of Educational Progress is
discussed as an example of the difference between objective
referenced and norm referenced testing. and as a potential aiternative
source of the data currently being collected by MCTs and statewide
assessment tests.

Turning specifically to MCTs in writing skills, in Chapter Three a
briet discussion of district-administered versus state-administered
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writing tests is presented. In Chapter Four, ganeral issues in the
testing of writing skills are discussed, including discrate point versus
integrated testing, and the choice of writing topics. Since the three
must outstanding statewide MCTs in writing are all writing sample
tests, and since these three tests are all scored holistically, the
remainder of the dissertation is concerned with those gests and the
issues relevant to their use, including the various scoring methods
available. Finally, holistic scoring, the evaluation technique curr_ently
most aften used in conducting large-scale writing sample.te_sts. is
discussed, some of its limitations are pointed out. and variations are

suggested.

READABILITY AND COMPREHENSION: VARIABLES IN TEXT
ANALYSIS OrderNo.DAB4 11004

SonnensLICK, CAROL ANNE, E0.D. Rutgers University The State U. of
New Jersey (New Brunswick), 1983, 194pp. Chairperson: Josephine
Goldsmith

Problern. This study examined the effects of two sets of readability
variables on the comprehensibility of text, those associated with
traditional readability research, and those derived from discourse
analysis and based on Kintsch's model of comprehension.

Procedure. Fortly (40) passages from the reading comprehension
test of the Tests of General Educational Development (GED) were
analyzed to derive traditional readability variables, measures of
vocabulary and syntactic complexity. Next, these passages were
parsed into their propositional structure and mapped into coherence
grapns, ‘hus aliowing the quantification of discourse analytic
variables. The dependent measures were the average probabilities of
GED candidates responding correctly to the test items for each
passage. Data was analyzed using stepwise multiple regression
procedures with three sets of independent readability variables,
traditional (set 1), discourse derived (set 2) and combined (sets 1 and
2). Each of these sets was analyzed for the total, good and poor
reader groups. '

Findings. The major findings are: (1) Variables derived from
discourse analysis explained a larger proportion of the variance in
reader comprehension than did traditional readability factors; (2) All
analyses were iess successtful (not statistically significant) for the

Poor reader group than for the totai or good reader samples,
regardiess of the variables, (3) When old and new variables were
combined. number of inferences, long sentences and a measure of
proposition density were the strongest predictors of reader
performance in comprehension for all reagers, explaining
approximately 51% of the variance for the total and good reader
Qroups.

Conciusions. For this sample, out-of-school adults, variables

derived from discourse analysis were more highly correlated with text

difficulty than were the traditiona! readability variables. When
traditional and discourse derived variables were combined, a larger
proportion of the variance in comprehension was explained than
when either set was correlated by itself.

Discourse analysis in its presentform is such a complicated
technique that it is only suitable as a research 100! Readabllity

tormulas are useful, but as important, they are us‘.ble in the practical

sense.

THE DEVELOPMENT AND INITIAL VALIDATION OF A TEST
OF TEACHERS' KNOWLEDGE OF THE TEACHING OF
READING COMPREHENSION OrderNo. DA8414260

TELFER, RICHARD J., PH.D. The University of Wisconsin - Madison,
1984. 193pp. Supervisor: Professor Kenneth L. Dulin

The purpose of this study was to design and develop atest of
teachers' knowiedge of the teaching of reading comprehension.
Initially, the need for such a test was established and the possibie
benefits of the test were detailed. Subsequently, the question of what
knowledge should be included on the test was examined. Finally, the
test development process was discussed.

In the initial phase of tast deveiopment, a comprehensive outline of
knowledge of reading was prepared. This outline was then narrowed
to knowledge of the teaching of reading comprehension, including
knowledge within five categories: (1) the nature of reading
comprehension, (2) the nature of materials, (3) the nature of readers,
(4) reading comprehension teaching strategies, and (S) application
of knowledge of the teaching of reading comprehension.

The development of the test itself began with the writing of items in
each of the categories of the detailed test outiine. Once the original
items were written, they were reviswed and revised. The revised ltems
were then pilot-tested angd 2gain revised when necessary. Finally, 50
items were chosen for the final Instrument and the finai instrument
was field-tested.

in the field test the final instrument was administered to 528
undergraduate and graduate students in reading methods courses at
four Wisconsin universities. For Purposes of analysis, the scores of
each examinee were assigned to one of three teaching-experience
groups and to one of three coursework groups. An analysis of
vanance and foliow-up Scheffé comparisons showed that the mean
scores of the three teaching experience groups (no experience, one
to thrge years teaching experience, and four Oor more years teaching
experience) were significantly ditferent one from another, Also, an
analysis of variance for the three coursework groups (no coursework,
one course, and two or more courses} ~owed that the mean scores
of these three groups were signifire:.qy different one from another,
Finally, significant Pearson product-moment correlations were found
both between teaching-experience categories and examinees’ 8COres
and bptween coursework categories and examinees’' scores, with
examinees' scorea increasing as teaching-experience categories and
coursework categories rose.
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