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Y
An Exploratory Study of Assimi]atfon, Pluralism, and Marginality:

" Black Families in Predominantly White Suburbs

s
. The number of middle-class Blacks has increased significantly since the

eﬁvil rights movement of the 1960s. When B]acks become middle class, they
frequentJy move from‘the central area of the city to the suburbs. Between
1960 and-1977, the number of Black suburban residents increased. 71.8 per cent.
- In 1977,.18.8 per cent of Blacks were suhurban residents.l4 In 1981, one out
of every five Blacks lived in the suburbs.® Blacks now constitute over 6 per
cent of the total popu]at1on in the nation' s suburbs 6 Black suburban rest-
dents are a h1gh1y diversified and not a homogeneous popu]atwon. Many B]ack
suburban residents .l1ive in predominantly Black working-c]ass spillover com-
munities. Others Tive’in predominantly Black middle-class suburbs. However,
a significant number'ot Black suburban residents live in predominantly White
middle-class suburbah demunities. They are a small but increasing]y signifi-
.xcant minorit& w?thin thefr'communities.

Blacks who Tive in the'nation‘s predbminant?y White suburban communities
have been largely neglected by social science theorists and researchers. Most
of the existing studies of Blecks focus on lower-status Blacks who are resi-
dents of central cities.13 This is the case, in part, because lower-class
B]acks make up the !ergest subgroup of Blacks. Yet, the.Black community is
becoming more and more diversifiedfin terms of values, behaviors, and attitu-
des because of increasing social class variation within the group.20,21 gne
of the mdst important characteristics'of Blacks today'is their intra-group
var1at1on.— Unless more research is done that contributes to a descr1pt1on of

the intra-group variation within the B]ack population, we run the risk of per-

petuating the inaccurate notion that Blacks are a monolithic, lower-class eth-
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nic group. ?
Since the 1960s, a number of important studies have béén done on Black
' suburban residents. However, most have described migratidﬁ and dispersal/pat-

terns but not the social and psychological world of. the Black suburbanite.

None of the studies reviewed were exclusively concerned with the lives of
' Black fﬁyilies who were residents of predominantly White suburbs. Among the »
studies that focus on mjgration patterns and the quaiities and ch?racteristics \\
of the suburbs in which Blacks live.are those by Blumberg and Lalli,4
Farley,9 Downs,8 Rabfnovifz,l8 Rose,19 Frey,10 Clark,6 Connolly,” Marshall and
Stahura,15 and Lake.14 Pettigrewl’ is one of the few researchers who has
examined the'psychological factors related to Black suburbanization. He
studied the attitudes of Whites, income levels, and\;he willingness of Blacks
to move to the suburbs. In an eariier study, Northwood and Barthl6 studied
the attitudes of Black and.White families who lived in selected predominant 1y
White néighborboods of a 1arge'city in the.quthwest. ‘

The major pufpoge of this study was to:describe the beliefs, attitudes,

and behavior of a sample of Black families who lived in selected predominant 1y N
White- suburban commun1t1es of a large metropolitan region in the Northwest.
Few researchers have descr1bed the social psychology, soc1a1 organ1zat1on, and
interpersonal relationships of the Black suburban fam11y A major goal of the
present study was_to he]p close this gap in the 11terature and to help answer
I this quest1on. "What is 1ife 1ike for the Black family that lives in a pre-

dom1nant1y White suburban community?" Another important gpa] was to determine

how concepts and theories related t0'assimilation p1ura11sm, b1cu1tura11sm,

and marg1na11ty cotld help explain the attitudes and behavior of Black subur-

P
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banites' A corollary goal was to use the findings of this study to c'ntr1bute
-
to a better understanding of these concepts and theories.

Current theory suggests that ethnic minorities that function wifhin predo-
minantly White institutions, organizations, and communities run the risk of
becoming “marg1na1 persons“ who remain a11enated from both the maJor1ty and
minority. community and who are structural]y excluded from nainstream soc1ety
and institutions. Writes Gordonll (p. 56), "The marginal man is the person
who stands on the borders or margins of two cultural worlds but is fully a
member of neither." Existing social science theory, however, should be
constantly tested with data in the real world and revised to make it more con--
sistent with current soc1a1 realities.

It might be possible for Black families in predominantly White organiza-
tions and communities, such as White suburb{a, to maintain identities with
both the Black central city community and with -their wnfte suburban commﬁni-
ties. It may also be possible for them to function adequately in both
communities without feeling alienated from either. Blacks 1iving in predomi-
nantly White suburban communities may also be able to develop and maintain
positive racial attitudes toward both Blacks in the central city and Whites in '
their‘local suburban communitiés ~The "marg1na1 man" hypothesis suggests that
it is mot poss1b1e for ethnic minorities to develop and maintain bicultural
,1dent1t1es, behavior, and racial attitudes." An important goal of this
exp]oratory study was to determine the extent to which Black families 11v1ng
in predom1nant1y White suburban communities were bicultural in their beljefs,

attitudes, and behavior.
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Method
- Subjects

| A method was developed to identify Black fami]ies with school-age chi]dren
who lived in selected predominantly White suburban communities of a metropo]1-
tan reg1on of the Pacific Northwest. This method consisted pr1mar11y of
asking members of Black churches, social and civic organizations, and com-
munity groups to identify families in wh1ch both parents identified themselves
as B]ack the fam11y had schoo] -age ch11dren, and Tlived in a predominantly
Nh1te suburban community of the SMSA being studied. In each of the communi-.
ties se]ected Black res1dents const1tuted only a very small percentage of

the population, ranging from .38-to 2.5 per cent.

S1xty-four qualified fam111es,v1nc1ud1ng their school-age chidren, par-
ticipated in the study. Fifty (78 per cent) of the 64 families were headed by"
two parentss; 14 (22 per cent) were single-parent families. A1l but one of the
single-parent families were headed by a female. The ‘parents that participated
in this study had high incomes and high levels of educational attainment.
Fifty¥one per cent ,f the families had incomes of $40,000 or above. Fifty-
five per centrof the parents had either some graduate or professional school
-training or had’finished graduate or professional school. .

Once a famiiy decided td participate {n the study,-its participation rate'
was high. 0n1y three parents (fathers) in the 64 families failed toépar-
ticipate in the study because of.scheduling problems. A total of 111 parents
(48 fathers and 63 mothers) and 121 children participated in the larger study.

The present study reports ‘the major f1nd1ngs related to the parents. Data

related to .the ch11drenﬁand to the 1nterre1ationships of the parent and

P
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children is reported e]sewhere 2

There are 1nherent d1ff1cu1t1es in identifying Black families with school-
age children who 1ive in predomlnantly Wh1te suburban communities in which
they are a very smal] minerity. Th1s study required all members of the fam11y
(parents and school- -age chidren) to part1c1pate dur1ng what is norma]ly their
lTeisure time, a Saturday afternoon These constraints eliminated the possibi-
lity of both a 1arger sample and a random se]ect1on of the subJects However,
all of the 1dent1f1ed families that were W1111ng and qualified were included
in the sample. The nature and size of the sample were adequate to satisfy the

major goals of this exploratory study of a highly neglected population.

Procedures

The families that participated in this study had the option to compjete
the quest1onna1res at .a central test1ng sité'on a un1vers1ty campus or ‘to

request that a member of the research staff administer the quest1onna1res in

their homes Twenty-n1ne families completed the quest1onna1res at each site.

In six families, part of the family members completed the quest1onna1res at

- home and part at the central testing site. At the central testing site,

questionnaires were administered ihdividua]ly to parents in standardized group
situations by trained staff members. At the home sites}»the same staff mem-

bers;administered the\questionnaires to the parents individually.
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S
Instrumentation - -

"Assimilation, Pluralism, and Riculturalism

“Pluralism, as used in‘this study, is tne extent to which Blacks are com-
mitted to the perpetuation of their athnic culture and to the survival of eth-
nic institutions, including the Black churchvandlalack civic organizations
such as the Links and Jack and Jill. Ethnic pluralism also promotes an
ideo]ogy that supports the survival of the ethnic group as a separate cu1tura1
entity and a positive ethnic group identity. Ass1m11ation, Tike pluralism,
describes both a process and an ideology. ASSimilation describes the process
by which ethnic groups such as B]acks acquire attitudes, behaViors symb%ﬂs;
and other cultural components of the mainstream society. As an ideology,
ass1m11ation suggests that ethnic grolps should acquire _the values and.
behaviors of the mainstream society, wnile pluralism maintains that important
aspects of ethnic cultures should be maintained and perpetuated. Bicultural-
ism, which is also a social science concept and an ideology, maintains that it
is possible and desirable for ethnic groups to function effectiye]y within
both their ethnic community and in the mainstream societj.

A number of scales were developed to measure assimilation and pluralism
variables because of their central importance. The items on each scale used
in the study, except Gradualism, were scored inisuch a way'that_higher scores
indicated a greater degree of the ‘variable heing measured Higher scores on

‘the Gradualism scale indicated more militant and less gradualist beliefs. An
“example of alquestion from each of the instruments is found in Table 1. /}%é

-

internal consistency reliabilities (Cronbach‘s'alpha), means, and standard
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deviations obtained for each of the scales is réported in Table 2..

Pluraligt Beliefs. This scale coﬁ%isté of 14 items which were designed to

measure the extent to which the subjects held pluralistic beliefs about the

way in which Blacks and Whites should relate.

Pluralijst Behavior. Three ‘subscales were developed to measure the extent

to which the squects participated in predominéntly Black interpersonal rela-
f t1onsh1ps, Black social organ1zat1ons, civil r1ghts organizations, and other

Black 1nst1tut1ons and act1v1;1es. Data from this measure were tregted both
as one measure of Pluralist behavior (Pluralist Beha ior Total) and as three
separate subscales (B]ura]ist Behayfor 1, 2, and 3). ince-the items within
these sub;cales were highly interrelated yet different, it was assumed that by
treating the subscales first as a'single unit-and then separatelv, more .

relationships among variables might be revealed.

Black and White Individuals in Life. This 24-item scale was designed to
measure the degree of behavioral pluralism of the subjects by askihg them te
indicate the race of 1nd1v1duals from ghom they received serv1ces, such as

. their bankers, baby s1tters, hired yard help, and family physic1ans. The more
k‘;‘Black individuals that were 1ndicated the higher was the score received by

the‘respondent.

Structural Assimilation.’ Gordon makes an important d1st1nct1on between

cultlral and structural assim11at1on 11 Cu]tura] assimilation takes place
when ethnic groups such as Blacks dnd Mexican Americans acquire the values,

life-styles, and 6ther components of the mainstream culture. S3tructural assi-

\ - . . -
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milatdon takes’ place when etinic m1nor1t1es are able to freely part1c1pate in

the c11ques clubs, and institutions of the mainstream Wh1te soc1ety at the

‘primary group level. The s1x items that constitute the Structura] Ass1m11a-

tion scale were des1gned to determine the extent tdgwh1ch the parents were

- structurally assimilated into the1r predominantly White suburban communities,

Uneasiness w1th Whites. Th1s‘8-1tem scale was designed to measure the
extent to which the subjects felt uneasy around Whites: Positive 1nterrac1a1
re1at1onsh1ps and structural assimilation can best take p]ace when both Blacks
and Whites feel comfortable 1n the1r interpersonal re]at1nnsh1ps with each

€

cther. _

Anxiety. The 16-item Anx1ety sca]e was designed to measure the extent to
which the parent subjects were anx1ous and concerned ‘about th soc1a11zat1on )

of their ch11dren within a predom1nant1y White soc1ocu1tura1 envvronmeht t

reasonab]e hypothes1s 1s that the greater the degre2 of anx1ety that Blat§5‘?
parents have about the1r children in White suburb1a, the 1esser the1r‘degree
of attitudinal and- behavioral ass1m11at1on. -

School Part1C1pat1on and Schoo] Att1tudes. The 8-item school partici-

pat1on sca]e measured the extent. to which parents were 1nvo]ved rn school-
related activities, includ1nq’the Parent Teachers Association and parent .
conferences. The 9-item school att1tudes scale measured the degree to which
the parents. felt positive toward the schoo[.«bmth as an academ1c institution
of high qua11ty and as a soc:ocultural eht1ronment that enhances the social

and emotional growth of their children.

Ne1ghborhood Attitudes. This 9—1tem scale was deve]oped to determine the

.extent to which the parents felt pos1t1ve toward the1r neighborhood as an °

- 10
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environment both for themse]ves and for their children.

‘w

Religious Part1c1pat1on. The six .items in this scale were.designed to

determine the/extent to yhich the ‘respondents were actively ghvoiredf?n
religious:activities.- It was hypothesized that high religious activity would
be related to high plura]ism because it was assumed that most church par-
ticipants would be active in predom1nant1y Black- churches in- the central c1ty
rather than in predom1nant1y White churches, in the suburbs. It was also
hypothes1zed that h1gh re11g1ous activity by the parents would be pos1t1ve1y
related to child p1ura11st behavior apd. attitudes.

. B]ack Superuor1ty.ahd Gradua11sm Black Sjbernortty and Gradua71sm~ane

‘0.‘-"'. ‘o;"‘»"f-:

o . vsubscales taken frﬁm e MU1tifact9r Rac1a1 Attltude/Inventqhy\
T L il

$;ﬂ;-¢9\~deygﬂoped by h:g and%Cook It was h)pothes1zed‘that subJect§ ' hag more

.ve att4tudes\toward Blacks would be more. plura11st1c and less ess1m11a-
t1on st 1n b611efs, attitudes, and behav1ors. The Black Super1or1ty subscale
:'sts of ‘terf ‘statements which state e1ther that Blacks have some speq1a1
character1st1cs that Whites do not have or that they do not have these charac-.
ter1st1cs Lsee Tab]e 1). The Gradualism subscale ceonsists of ten statements
about how rapidly the process of racial 1ntegrat1on should, take plece. * The

" responses. are scored in such a way-that h1gher scores are obta}ped when the i
subJect d1sagrees w1th*statements that. racial ﬁntegration shouﬁd proceed
s]ow]y and agrees with those that 1nd1cate that rac1a1 1ntegrat1on shou]d

proceed more rapidly. : o o "

11
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AN : . Results

Variation by Suburb ' g

The 64 families that participated in_this study 'ived in nine different

subyrban communities of a large metropolitan regioﬁffn the Northwest. A one-

‘way analySis of variante was conducted %0 determine if there was.a significant

/

variation by suburb on any of the maJor ‘attitude and behavior variables.- This
. .

analysis- revealed that variation by suburb was significant (p € 05) on five

-

of the ‘Mmeasures: " (1) Pluralist Behavior 2; (z) Black and White Individuals in

. que, (3) School Participation; (4) Anxiety; and (5) B]ack Superiority. The

Newman-Keuls test was used to determine the source of the Signi‘icant dif-
ference for each of the variables. For each variable, the mean wajs’ compared
with the others to determine the source of the Significant difference..

In the Newman-Keyls analysis for Pluralistic_Behavior 2, it was revealed
that both Suburb 1 }7'= 33) and Suburb-2 (')?'.== 32. 9) had means significantly
greater (p = .05)‘tﬁan suburb 8 (X = 17) This finding might be exp]ained by
the relative distance of these suburbs from the central city (where most Blacks
live) and to the percentage of Blacks in the various suburbs. Both Suburb 1 and
Suburb 2 had higher percentages of Blacks than Suburb 8 (1.3 per cent and 2.5
per cent, compared to .38 per.cent). Suburbs 1 and 2 are also locatedicloser.to
the central city than Suburb 8. While the one-way analysis of variance indi-
cated significant differences on four other variables named above, the
Newman-Keuls test did not pinpoint differences in means, probably because of the

small number of subjects in" five of the nine. suburbs.

Since ai},of the variables on which the subjects varied by suburb (except

’ U 12
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"School Part1c1pat1on) were related to pluralism, we can hypothes1ze that the
parents who 11ved in suburbs with h1gher concentrations of Blacks and with-
closer prox1m1ty to the central c1ty were' more p]ura11st1c in both their
.be11efs and their behaviors. The f1nd1ngs in th1s study discussed later indi-
cate that the beliefs and ‘behavior of the subJects tended to be congruent.
Parents with pluralist beliefs tended to have p]ura11st behaviors. )

A one-tailed t-test wgg'Berformed to determine whether the parents who
COmbleted the‘questiOﬁnaires at the central testing site and at home differed
signdficantly on any of the attitude and behavior variables. This test
revealed that the parents who completed the questionnaires at the ceutral
testing site scored significantly higher on the Pluralist Behavior 1 scale
(p = .02), the Black Superiority scale (p = .04), and on the School
Participation scale (p = .01).

‘. Since the subjects who completed the questionnaires at the two different
-sites differed significantly on only three variables, we can cpnclude that the
two populations were not'ih many ways different. However, since the subjects
who completed the questiannaires at the. central testing site scored higher on
both the Pluralist Behavior 1 Scale (X =24.6 as compared to X = 21.3) and the
Black Superiority sca]eh(7'= 17.0 as compared to }5.8), a reasonable hypothe-
sis is that they were s]ightly more pluralist in beth behavior and belijefs
than the subjects who comp]eted the quest1onna1res at home. This hypo
is supported by findings from the ch11dren s data in the larger study. The
children aged 8 to 18 who completed the questionnaires at home were more posi-
tive toward Whites and less pfd-Biack than the children who completed the

questionnaires at the cegptral testing site.?i The children aged 4 to 7 tested
-

13
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at home perce1ved the1r fa}hers and mothers as B]ackx]ess often than the.

children who were~tested at the central stesting. s1te.3

—

s
We have no reasonable hypothes1s to exp1a1n why the parents who comp]eted Y {

the quest1onna1res.at the centﬁal test1ng s1te were more act1ve schoo] par-
ticipants, except that they are probab]y general]y more cooperat1ve and«par-
ticipatory. Un11ke the other part1c1pants they agreed to come to a central”

testing site to complete the ques;oonna1res rather than requ1re us to 1nter-
v view them at home; _ vf R . N
DY ] ¥ 'i:; .

Variation by Sex = g s .

A one ta11ed t- test was performed to determ1ne whetber male and fema]e
parents var1ed s1gn1f1cant1y on any of the att1tddevand behav1or measures. ] :\ i
While it was hypothes1zed that mothers would be@more(act1ve school partici- ~
pants than fathers, this ﬁas not the case. This ?dndino is.probably explained
by the fact, as po1nted out by W1111e 20 that B]ack middle-class families tend
to be egalitarian. Men and women usual;; share responsib111t1es, and tradi-
tional male-female d1st}nct1ohs are b]urred Conseqaently, men are likely to
be as active in schoo] as women. Women were s]1ght1y more active:in religion
than men, although this finding did not attain statwsticalﬂsignificance

,(p = .078). Mothers (X = 53.4) had slightly more pluralistic beliefs than
hfatners (X = .50; p. = .04). This'surprising and onexpected finding requires

further study in different settings and with different populations of Blacks.

g
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Educat1on, Age and Income '

A Peavson correlat1on was performed to determ1ne whether any of the atti-

- ’

o tude and behav1or variables were significantly related to education, age, and
v

income. Education, when defined as the highest level of school completed, was
not s1gn1f1cant1y related to any of the attitude and behav1or v;r1ab1es except
Pluralist Behav1or,1 (r = .19; p = ,025). Education and Structural ,

' Assimi]ation approached but did not attain significance (r = .14; p = 08)
When defined as the highest degree atta1ned education approached s1gn1f1cance

when correlated with Pluralist Behavior 3 (r = 13 p = .09), Pluralist -

Behavior Total (r = .16; .06), Gradualism (r = -15; p =..09), and School
Particibation (r = .15, p = .07). It reached significa:;e when correlated’
with Black and White Individuals in Life (r = .17; p = .04) and with Pluralist
Behavior 1 (r = .17; p = .04).

Age correlated significantly and positively with School Attitudes
(r = .22, p = .01) and Neighborhood Attitudes (r = .22, p = .01). Age corre-
lated signfficaqtly énd negatively with Pluralist Bg]iefs (r = -.30,
p = .001), Black and White Individuals in Life (r = -.25, p = .004), ahd
Uneasiness with Whites (r = -.23,'p = .01). Age was related negatively and
approached significance when correlated with Pluralist Behavior 2 (r = -.16,
p = .057), Pluralist Behavior Total (r = -.16, p = .06), and Anxiety
(r=-.14, p = .07), |
Income Forrelated significantly and positively with Pluralist Beliefs
(r = .20; p = .02), Pluralist Behavior 3 (r = .17;.p = .04), Pluralist
Behavior Total (r = .19, b = .03), ahd Black and White Individuals in Life

(r = .31, p =..001). Income correlated significantly and negatively with

1]
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Religious Participation (r = -,25; p = .005),

It was hypothesized that educat1on, age, and income would be positively
correlated. with variables re]ated to assimilation and negat1ve1y related to
pluralism varjables. This hypothesis grew out of the assumption that indivi-
duals with higher ;ducations and incomes would be.oldqr and more conservative
in theiy beliefs, more structurally integrated into White society, and con-
sequently more assimi]ationist than pluralist oriented.: The:data supported
this hypothesis only as it re]ates to age. Age was pos1t1ve1y related to
ass1m11at1on measures, such as School and Ne1ghborhood q\t1tudes and nega-
t1ve1y related to pluralism variables such as Pluralist’ Be11efs, Blacks and
White Individuals in Life, and Uneasiness with Whites.

Education was nof related to mhst af the attitude and behavior variables,
probably because of the small degree of educational var1at1on among the sub-
jects. In the few 1nstances where education was significantly related to
pluralism variables, it correlated with them positively and not negatively as
was hypothesized. Income was positively re]afed to four pluralisﬁ'variables
and negatively related to religious particisation.

The findingsdh1tﬂﬁs study suggest that'whiie age tends to be related to
assimilationist behavior and beliefs, education and income are frequently not
related to assimilation and pluraTism as conceptga]ized in this study. When

education and income are related to.p]uralism"they correlate quh it positi-

vely, and not negatively, as was ‘hypothesized. The findings re]éted to educa-

tion, income, assimilation, and pluralism in this study might be unique,to the
kind of population studied. These var1ab1es need to be studied further among

Blacks who live in diverse regions and communities.

1A
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The Intercorrelation of the Attitude and Behavior Variables
. J
The Neighborhood and School

As this studyﬁﬁs conceptua]fzed, School ParticipatiOn,’Neighborhood Atti-
tudes; and Structural Assimilation are variables relatec to attitudinal and
behavioral assimilatien. Consequently, several interreiated hypotheses were

formulated. First, that parents who attained high scores on these measures
would tend to attain lower scores on measures of attitudinal and behavioral
'plurelism; second, that the measures of attitudinal and behavioral assimila-
tion would be significantly cqrre%ated; third, that parents who were highly
‘attitudinally assimilated wouTd teng to have positive attitudes toward their
schools and neighborhoods; fourth, that parents who were highly assimilated
would attain higher scores on the Structural Assimilation measure and lower
scores on measures 6f behavioral pluralism, such as Pluralist Behavior Total
and B]ack ‘and White Individuals in Life. It was also hypothesized that more
ass1m11ated parents would be more active school participants.
/ To’ what extent were the hypotheses supported by the data? ' Pearson corre-
| lations were performed to determine how each of the behavior .and attitude
vartables were intercorre]afed (see Table 3). Aslhypothesized,'School Par-
| ticipation and Structural Assimilation correlated positivelysepd significantly
(r =’.25; p = ‘006)7 Schoo]'Participation,tpowever, wds not significantly
related to any of the other attitude and behavior variables, Consequent]y, we
canpot conclude that School Participation was consistently related to assimi-
lationist behavior in this study. School Attitudes, or how the parents,feit

about their schools, was much more consistently related to the other measures |

17
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of assimilation and pluralism. As expected, “School Attitudes correlated
significantly and positively with Neighborhood Aititudes (r = .63; p = .001)
and approached significance with Structural Assimilation (r = .15; p = .06).
However, it was not significantly related to School Part1c1pat1on as had been
hypothes1zed

_yInsert Tab]e 3 about here e

It was hypofhesizd’that School participation, School Attitudes, Neigh-
borhood Attitudes, and Structural Assimi]afion (the four measures of
assimilationist béliefs and behaviors) would be negatively related‘to the
measures ofs pluralist belijefs and behaviors. School Participation was not
significantly related to any of the measures of pluralism. As hypothesized,
School Att1tudes correlated s1gnf1cant1y and negatively with all but two of
the pluralism measures: P]ura11st Behavior 3 and B]ack Superiority. Its
corre]at1on with both Pluralist Behavior 3 (r = -.15; p = .06) and Black
Superiority (r = -.16; p = .07) approached s1gn1f1cance. Schoo Attitudes
correlated most strong]y (and negat1ve1y) with Uneasiness w1th Whites (r =
-.42; p = .001), Pluralist Beliefs (r = - 53 p =.001), Anxiety (r = -.53, p .
= .001), and Pluralist Behavior Total (r = -.32; p = .001).

As hypothesized, Neighbgrhood Ataitudes and fmst of the measures of, plur-
alism were negatively related. Neighborhood Attitudes correlated most
strongly and negatively with Pluralist Beliefs (r = -.63; p = .001),
Uneasiness with Whites (r = -.48; p = .001), Anxiety (r = -.37; p = .001),
Black and White Individuals in Life (r = -.34; p = .001), and Pluralist
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Behavior Total (r = -.25; p = .007). These'findings suggest that parents who
held more pluralist beliefs and who were more pluralist in their behaviors
were more likely thar more assimi]ationist-orienfed parents to have negative

attitudes toward both the school and neighborhood.

Pluralist Beliefs and Behaviors

It was hypothesized that the six direct ﬁeasures of pluralism (i.e.,
Pluralist Beliefs,.Pluralist'Behavior 1, Pluralist Behavior 2, ﬁluralistd
Behavior 3, Pluralist Behavior Total, and Black and White Individuals in Life)
gnd the four indirect measures of pluralism (i.e., Uneasiness with Whites;
Anxiety; Black Sdberiority; and Gradualism) would be highly intercorrelated.
While each of these measures is conceptually distinct, eaéh theoretically- .
assesses the extent to whfch individuals express pluralism in both beliefs and
actions. The indirect measures of pluralism, such as Uneasiness with Whites
and Anxiety, are each assumed to be highly related to pluralist beliefs and
actions. It was hypothesized'that Black parents who are highly pluralist in
their beliefs.and actions will tend.to feel more uneasy with Whites, to be
more anxious about their children in a predominantly White sociocultural
enVirdnmenf; will have a greater tendency to acceﬁt Black superiority beliefs,
and will be less 1ikely to accept graduaiism than will Black parents who are
more assimilationist in beliefs and behaviors. |

These hypotheses were partialiy supported by the déta. A§ expected,A
Pluralist Beliefs correlated positiveTy and significantly with Uneasiness with

Whites (r = .45, p = .001), Pluralist Behavior 1 (r = .23, p = .008),
P1ura1ist Behavior 2 (r = .25; p = .006), Pluralist Behavior Total (r = .32;

-19
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!
p = .008), Black and White Individua]s in Life (r = ,30; ﬁ'= .001), Anxiety
(r = .35 p =.001), and Black Super1or1ty (r = .16; ' .005). Pluralist

beliefs, contrary to what had been hypothes1zed did not correlate signifi-

' cantly w1th Pluralist Behavior 3 and Gradualism. "As expected, Pluralist

Beliefs-correlated significantly and negatively wwth School Attitudes
(r = - .53; p = .001) and Neighborhood Attitudes (r = -.63; p = .001).

‘Plura11st Beliefs and Structural Assimilation were negatively related as

expected but this relationship was not sfatistica11y significant (r = -.13§
= .09). ‘ i )

As hypothesized, Pluralist Behavior 1 correlated positive]y‘and sig-
nificantly with Uneasiness with Whites (r =.22; p = fﬁl), Pluralist Beliefs
(r = .23; p = .008), Black-and White Individuals in Ll;b (r = .18; p = ,03)
and Anxiety (r =.21; p = .01). It approached significance when correlated
with Black Superiority (r = .16; p=.07). P]ura11st Behavior 1, as expected
and hypothesized, correlated negat1ve\y and s1gn1f1cant1y with School
Attitudes (r = - -.20; p .02). However, P]ura11st Behavior 1 was expected to
correlate positively and significantly with these variables but it d1d ;ot
Pluralist Behavior 2, Pluralist Behavior 3, and Gradua11sm. P]ura11st
Behavior 1 correla;ed negatively with Neighborhood Attitudes as was expected:

but this relationship was not statistically significant (r = -.13; p = .10).

As hypothesized, P]ura]ist Behavior 2 correlated positively and signi-

ficantly with Uneasiness with Whites (r .27; p = .004), Pluralist Beliefs

(r = .25; p = .006), Pluralist Behavior 3 (r = .23; p = .01), and Black and

White Individuals in Life (r = .50; p = .001). It did not correlate sig-

nificantly with Pluralist Behavior 1, Anxiety, Gradua]ism,.and Black

20
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L 3
Superiority. However, its correlation with Black Superiority approached

significance (r =.17;p = 06).' As expected, Pluralist Behavior 2 correlated
hnegatively and significantly with School Attitudes (r = -.24; p’= .008) and
Ne1ghborhood Attitudes (r = -.20; p = .02). Its correlation wfth Structural
As§1m1Jat1on approached but did not atta1n significance (r -Jsls p = .07).

' Three of the four quest1ons that comprise the Pluralist Behavior 3 scale
ask the subjects about the number of Black magazines, newspapers, and books in
their homes. The'fourth question asks the subject how often soul food dishes
are served in the homet The responses<to this subscale were not strongly
related to the responsee fo the other measures of ploralism, perhaps because
of the small number of items in this scale and the limited variability in the
responses (SD = 4. 6). Pluralist Behav1or 3 correlated significantly and pos1-
t1ve1xﬁy1th only two of the other measures of p]ura11sm Pluralist Behavior 2
(r-= .23; p = ,01) and Black and Wh1te Individuals in L1fe (r = .25;

.004). As hypothes1zed P]ura11st Behavior 3 correlated ‘negatively and
approached significance with School Attitudes (r = -.15; p = .06) and
Neighborhood Actitude§ (r = -.15; p = ,06). It was not significantly related
to Structora1 Assimilation.

Pluralist}Behaviors 1, 2, and 3 were not as interrelated as was hypothe-
sized. P]uraiist Behavior 1 did not correlate significantly with either
Pluralist Behavior 2 or 3. Pluralist Behavior 3 correlated signifigantly wfth
P]uralist_Z-but not with Pluralist Behavior 1. When combined and treated as
one scale, P]uralisf Behav{or Total, the Pluralist Behavior measure correlated'
significantly with all of the p]ura11sm measures (see Table 3), except

Anxiety, Black Superiority, and Gradua]ism. As hypothesized, Pluralist

- 21
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Behavior Total correlated negat%ve]y and significant]y—with School Attitudes

(r = -.32; p = .001) and Neighborhood Attitudes (r = -.25; p = .007).

Religious Participation ‘ - .

—~—

It was hypotﬂesized that -religious participation would be strong]y related
to both pluralist beliefs and pluralist behaviors. The Black church is still
one of the strongest and most active carriers of Black culture 12 The Black
churches located 1n the central area of a metropolitan region are where Black
chﬂdren Who live in disparate ,areas often meet to interact soc1a11y, become
acquainted with qgt1ng partners and future spouses, and to 1nteract general]y
with the Black community. It is usually in the Black church where d1verse
groups and sodﬁal classes meet and become acquainted. It was hypothesized,
for these reasons, that Religious Participation woq]d be re]ated stfongly to
both pluralist belief§ and behaviors. .

One of the most surprising findings_js thet Religious Participation, as
conceptualized and measured in this studﬁ, was enrelated to most of the other
attitude and behavior variables. The only attitude and behavior variable with
which it was significantly correlated was Plura]ist gehéyfge 2 (r = .21;

.02). The six items that comprise the Religious ﬁarticipetion scale ask
" the subjects questions related to whether they are church memﬁe?s, how often
they attend Sunday worship service, how often their Ehildreh attend church or
religious instruction, and how active the respondent is 1ﬁ.c§urch organiza-
tions. The fact that religious ‘@rt1c1patlon was not 51gn1f1cant1y related to

most of the measures of p]urallsm in this study may be due to the nature of

the questions asked, .to the unlqueness of this sample, or to the fact that
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religious participation is not stgnificantly related to pluralist beliefs and
behaviors aﬁong Blacks who 1live in predominantl;rhhite surburban communitied..
More reseerch is needed among Blacks in different reg{ons and settings before
we can better explain the relat1onsh1p between p]ura11st and ass1m11at1onist

beliefs and behavior, and religious participation. 1

Conclusions and Discussion

An attempt wes mede in this study to;conceptualize two major variables--
assimilation and p]ura11sm--and to determine the ways in wh1ch these concepts
could help to describe and e§p1a1n the socio- psycho]og1ca1 world of a sample
of Black parents who 11ved in predom1nant1y White suburban communities, An
jeffort was also made to determine how these major concepts could help describe

the extent to which these’parents were "marginal persons." One group of '
variables-School Attitudes, Neighberhood Attitudes, Structural Assimilation,
and School Participation-«were conceptualized as indicators of assimilationist
’attitudes and behaviers. Another group of variables, such-as Pluralist
Beliefs, Uneasiness with Nﬁites, Anxiety, Pluralist Behavior Total, and Black
and White Individuals in Life, were conceptualized as indicators of pluralist
attitudes and behaviors. In general, the ways in which the various assimila-
tionist and pluralist variablee were intercorrelated indicate that they are
valid and reliable measures of assimilation and pluralism. Most of the vari-'
ab]es/that we coqceptua]ized.as indicators_of assimilation correlated nega-
tively and signifieantly with the variables that were conceptualized as

measures of pluralism. Most of the assimilation variables also correlated
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 with each other in the expected direction as dig most of the pluralist

~variables. ) . ’
’prever,-some of the Jériables were not related to‘others in.the ways that*
had been hypothesized. School Participation was not related to most of the
other variables in the stUdy-;includihg the assimilation and pluralist
measures. Whether the parents in this study were active or #nactive in the1r
neighborhood schools was unrelated to their degree ‘of attitudinal and behav1-
.oral assimilation. Gradualism was also unrelated to most of the other vari-
ables. The beliefs of the parents 4n this study about the speed at which
racial integrationvshouldﬂtake place was not an important'predictor of assimi-
lationist or pluralist attitudes and behaviore The three subascales that \
~measured Pluralist Behavior were not as highly intercorrelated as was hypothe-

‘ sized.- However, when combined to constitute Pluralist Behavior T;tal they
were a va11d and reliable measure of pluralist behav1or Pluralist Behavior
Total cgrrelated significantly with most pf the other variables in the *

i expected direction. |
‘ An important goal of this study was to determ1ne the extent to which the
B]ack parents in this sample were structuraly 1ntenrated into the1r predom1-
nantly Whlte communities; the extent to wh1ch they were active participants in
the predqp1nant1y Black community in the central area of the city, and whether \

;they m1ght be’ considered "marg1na1 persons," i.e., not well 1ntegrated into E

'fgelther the1r predom1nant1y White suburban commun1t1es or the B]ack community

in the central city. . oy

The f1nd1ngs of this study do not provide unequivocal answers to these

questions. Howevéﬁ%;a number of the findings do shed\light on them and help

S ; o 24
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us to better understand-the socio- psycholog1ca1 #world of B]ack families that .
. live in predom1nant1y hhite suburban commun1tlgs. The var1ab111ty in the |
responses to most of the measures indicate that the Black suburban1tes in this

1Y
sample were not a monolithic group. The var1ab111ty in the responses to the .

Pluralist Beliefs (SD 9.1), Pluralist Behqytor Total (SD = 12.9), and
Anxiety (23.7) scales were .especially noteworthy..‘ | B

A number of the findings in th15 Study indicate ‘that many of the parents
were bicu]turé] in their beTiefs, attjtudes, and behavioé., Many of the
parents had positfve attitudes toward-both Blacks and Whites, voluntarily
1nteracted with both B]acks and Wh1tes frequently, and valued the1r interac-
t1ons w1th both racial groups. While most of the parents valued their
interactions w1th Whites and-had positive attitudes toward Whites as a group,
they maintained contact W1th thg Black community, felt that ‘their ch11dren
needed to nnteract with Blacks frequently in order to have good mental health,
cons1dered most of their close friends to be Black, and'attended a Black or
racially integrated church. _ _

While this study indiéates that most of the parents in this sanple vaﬁuep
their interactions with both Blacks and Whites and tried to live bicultural
lives, most of the intercorrelations of the assimilationist and pluralist
variables indicate the problems and difficulties of trying to participate in
two cu]tural settings and to 1ive a bicultural 1ife. Most of the ass1m11a-
tionist -and p]ura11st variables were s1gn1f1cant1y and- negat1Ve1y related. 1In
other words, the more pluralist beliefs and behav1ors the parents hdd, the
more negative they felt toward their-schadls and»neighborhoods, and the less

structurally included they were into their predominantly White communities.
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These findﬁhgs'seem to'indicate that there are apparently characteristics
within prédominantly Black and White worlds that cause negative feelﬂngs and
:percept1ons of each other. The more- pos1t1ve the SubJects in this study fe]t
about BTacks and the more a4t1ve they were in the ‘Black community the more
negative they felt toward the predom1nant1y wh1te 1nst1tut1ons ‘in which they
participated on a daily basis. The converse was a]so true. The more pos1t1ve-
the parents in this study felt toward their predominantly wWhite cormun1t1es
'.and the more active they were in them, the 1ess pluralist they were in both
attitudes and beliefs. However, these f1nd1ngs must be interpreted within the
context of the other findings which indicate that most of the subjects in this
study had positive attitudes toward both Blacks and Whites and va]ued‘their
interactions with each group. '

The results of this exploratory study are limited by the sample size
(n = 111), by the nonrandom selection of the subjects, and by the fact that
the subjects Tived in one geographical region of the United Stetes.‘ However,
it is one of the few existing studies that attempt-to describe the social and
psychological worlds of upper-middle-class Black families who live in predomif
nantly White suburban communities. This study mekes a contribution to the
development of theories related to assimilation and pluralism, to the measure-
ment of these variables, and raises important questions about the “marginal
man" hypothesis and about the possibility for successful bicultural function-
ing within B]ack and White worlds. It is hoped that future research will
devote more attention to the study of Black middle-class families who Tive in
predominantly White suburbs and better clarify the relationship between the

variables examined in this study.
(74)21
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BEST € MUULE TABLE 1

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS IN THE INSTRUMENTS USED IN THE STUDY

PURALIST BELIEFS

28

Blacks who 1ive in predominantly white neighborhoods should try Rard to get to know their white neighbors.

Agree very Agree Disagree
strongly strongly Agree Disagree strongly

—— — —

PLURALIST BEHAVIOR 1

What is the race of the friends who visit your home?
A1l Black Black and White A1l White
Mostly Black Mostly White Other '

_ Disagree very

strongly

. (Please specify)

PLURALIST BEHAVIOR 2
what is the race of your children's close friends?
A1 Black . Black and vhite A1l white
___ Mostly Black ____ Mostly white __ Other

. (Please specify]

PLURALIST BEHAVIOR 3

Of the books in your home, about how many of them deal briﬁarily with Black Americans?

checked the appropriate number).
BLACK AND WHITE INDIVIDUALS IN LIFE

Directions: Below s a 1ist of people that most individuals have in their 1ives. Please indicate the race

(The respondent

or races of each of the person or persons in the 1ist by putting a check ( ) in the appropriate space in
the columns on the right side of the page. (Further directions and an example were given to respondents).

. Black White
1. Your beautician (or barber)

. UNEASINESS WITH WHITES R
When I am around a white person, ! am afraid he or she might say something that will show that he or she is

prejudiced.

" ANXIETY

Read each statement and indicate the extent to which you share or do not share the concern stated by circling

the appropriate number.

My 'children do not have enough Black playmates and friends.
I am not at all concerned 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Iam very concerned

BLACK SUPERIORITY -
I think that Blacks have a kind of quiet courage which few white people have.

GRADUALISM

I favor gradual rather than sudden changes in the social relations between Blacks and Whi tes.

SCHOOL PARTICIPATION

About how often do you go éo school to attend a school play, sports agtivity. program, etc.?

Other (Please specify)

I feel this way often I feel this way sometimes I never feel this way

Agree
Disagree

Every week About once a month About once or twice a year
About three times a month About every six weeks Less than once a year
About twice a monih About every three months Never

SCHOOL ATTITUDES .

The school(s) in my neighborhood has an excellent program in the basic academic areas, such as reading,

mathematics, and writing.

Agree very ..  Agree - Disagree
strongly strongly Agree Disagree . strongly

NEIGHBORHOOD ATTITUOES .
My neighborhood is a good place in which to raise chiidren.

Disagree very
strongly

Agree very Agree Disagree Disagree very
strongly strongly Agree Disagree strongly strongly
STRUCTURAL ASSIMILATION ¢
Are there any white people you regarq as friends? Ygs : No
BELIGIOUS PARTICIPATION
How often do you attend Sunday worshfp service?
Every week About once a month About once or twice a year

About twice a month About every six weeks .._lLess than once a year

About three times a month ° About every three months Never

Disagree
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Table 2

Means, Standard Deviations, and Reliabilities of Variables

Pluralist Beliefs

Pluralist Behavior 1

_ Pluralist Behavior 2

Pluralist Behavior 3
Pluralist Behavior Total

Black and White
Individuals in Life

Uneasiness with Whites
Anxiety

Black Superiority
Gradualism

School Participation
School Attitudes
Neighborhood Attitudes

‘Structural Assimilation

Religious Participation

X

51.8

23.0
30.2
15.0
68.5

36.9

13.9
59.6
16.5
17.2
27.8
37.8
45.2

9.1
18.7

“ Reliability

: Number  (Cronbach

SD _ . of Items‘* Alpha)
9.1 14 .74
7.6 7 .69
7.1 9 p2

4.6 4 .43
12.9 20 .67
6.5. 24 .67
2.4 g .63
23.7 1% .92

2.7 10 W77
2.8 10 .83
7.0 8 .72
'}36 9 .72
7.2 9 .84
4.4 ~ 6 .34
11.5 6 71

)
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TABLE 3

L. Pluralist Beliefs W0

2. Pluralist Behavior |

3. Pluralist Behavior 2

4, Pluralist Behavior 3

5. Pluralist Behavior Tot

6. Black-White Individua!
in life

1. Uneasiness with Whites

8. Anxiety

9. Black Superiority

10, Graualisn

11, School PartibipatiOn

12, School Att itudes

13, Neighborhood Attitudes

14, Structura] Assimilation

15, Religious Participation

*paq .05
itp ( 01

"+ P (.0 because Pluralist Behavior 1,

behavior tota)

BB 06 e gm
1.0 N N Y L
1.0 AL G T
1.0 JSbw 28
Lo*e  gpre
1.0
\,

2, and 3 conprise Pluralist

t'p is approaching significant at .05 level
n=lll
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