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FOREWARD . T

The notion that’the rapid]y'growina millions of mfnarity older
"persons in the Un1ted States cannot be treated as if they were part of
a single homogeneous group is r1na11y gaining acceptance. Indeed the-
evidence suggests that m1nor1ty older persons are more diverse in

¢

their conditions and c1rcumstances, ‘needs and problems, exper1ences

and resources, 1anguages and cu]tures, than any other seg ent of our

o]de“ popu]at1on Th1s must be g1ven serious cons1derat19n when .

p]ann1ng researgh or service de11very egforts - . . o
Researchers, advocates, po11cymakers, p]anners, teachers, and students

in the field of aging have 1ong decr1ed the lack of available re- |

'ference guides for those work1ng w1th ethaic m1nor1ty or cu]tura]]y

-different e?der]y.- In order to address this need, the Adm1n1strat1on

&

on Aging funded the Codification of Research on Minqrity Elderly Project .
to identify avatﬁab1e literature, and de]%neate.its'more sa\ient

* «trends and gaps. | .

G1ven the pers1stena noticn shared by many that there ex1sted

© little gerontological 11terature dea11ng with m1nor1ty aging, the
project expected to f1nd no more than 700 references in all. F1nd1ng
‘mere than twice that number was“gu]te a surpr1set NonetheJess, the
analyses reueal many deficiencies and discrepancies.' Some 1mportant'7n-'[

subjects and ethnic ‘populations have -received litile or no attention.

-
.
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Inc]uded in th1s vo]ume are a]moét a]] of the pub11shed and un-
pub11shed references that touch upon one or more aSpects of ag1ng

minorities in the Un1ted States and Jts terr1tor1es. The h1b11ogra-

s r

ph1es‘that fo]]ow ref]ect the state of-the 1|terature in minority geron-

to]ogy. This work should be a va]uab]e resource. for those concerned

v, 7

with address1ng the needs of one of the fastest grow1ng segments of

v

our ag1ngvsoc1ety. v e

¢




INTRODUCTION

Background ' T

- - 5

By the year 2000 the current number of c1der m1nor1ty persons in-

the‘Un1ted States will a]most double. It 1s proaected that che tota]

1

number of minority individuals over the age of.65~w111 be we]] qver
o )
five milliorn. This represents an 1ncrease of '2.2 million over the .

1978 f1gures and an. 1ncrease of over 3.8 m1111on ovor the 1960 census'

-

- figures.

Th1s dramat1c ¢hange in our demographic structure has st1nu1ated '

T <

‘a grow1ng awareness- of the need for better understand1ng of the cond1-
tions and c1rcumstances of older m1nor1ty persons of d1fferent ethn1c
v,heritages Th1s vo]ume is pirt of dn effort to develop a systemat1c
know]edge base about o]der minorities upon whick future p1ann1ng efforts

1n both research and human services de11very po]1c1es and strateg1es 3

@ o

can be based.

It is genera]]y acknow]edred that o]der m1nor1t1es received much

I

1ess research attent1on than any other ag1ng segment dur1ng the forma-
tive years of geronto]ogy Only during the last two decades has ‘the

attention of ‘gerontojogy been s1gn1f1cant1y ‘focused on older persuns

-

1n m1nor1ty commun1t1es

o

In the last ten years, the 11terature on m1nor1ty aging has grcwn

.at.an exponential rate. Yet, researchers and advocates, prov1der. and

a
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practitibners, po] icymakers and p1anners,~§tudents and teachers, all -

A -~

~

<have conf1nued tq Tament the perce1ved pauc1ty of 1nformat1on This

v

1ack of readily acce<s1b1e 1nformat1on haf resulted in the transm1ss1on :

\ , o

of 1nadequat% and fragmented'know}edge,.wh1ch:has impeded the,deve1op-u

ment of'viab1e\pub1ic policies and:program mo&e]s,‘and'hindered

¥ : e
) 0pportun1t1es for action’ research by geronto]og1sts among older minori-
» o~ g .," ' : - :
ties. . - 4 ,
Purpose and Goal -

~The genera1 purpose of the Codification of Research on M1nor1ty

)

; F1der1y Project was- to’ 1dent1fy and cod1fy r‘esearch literature on o1der T

<

m1nor1ty.persohs_ The rerm "cod1fy" ‘meant "to arrange in a systemat1c

oway." o N AR
s .~ The basic goal was tB'eétab]ish the pacaheters.of ah orgahized
hody of minority aging knowlédge. .This body of minority aging in~ . /
.f°”mati°n'i§ organized around.thé fOUP‘maiar'E£hnic-group classifi-

'cat1ons- -American Ind1an/A1askan Nat1ve B]ack H1span1c,eand Pac1f1c,
'~ ' . 4]

¢ !

As1an, and twelve major subJect categor1es--Hea1th utrition, Soc1a1 -

Network/Family Re1at1ons, Income/Econom1cs, Tr"anSportatwn/Mobﬂ1,,§y:r B

Mental Health, Edufat1on Le1sure/Recreat1on L1terature Rev1ew/ ’ﬁf“““—‘-

Overview. This perm1ta 1dent1f1cat1on of what is ava11ab1e:%as well

as uhat is not ava-]ab]e, for each of the four major ethn1c groups,

and within eachxof the twelve- maJor subJect categorJes.

One result.of this effort is the reference“1ist§ presented here ‘\\\;\;

'.as ethnic-specific and mu]ti-éthnic.bibiiographics:.along w{fh'fhe |

-’
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uncod1f1ed b1b11ography Comb1ned, these reprerent the most compre- -
/

henS1ve 11sttng of m1nor1ty ag1ng 11terature ever produced

Between 1080 and 1981 tha main obJec+1ve was to 1dent1fy, scan,

v K o . 8
| acquire, 1ndex, organ1ze and file as many m1non1ty aging documents as . -
N\ Co B

possible. More than 1 500 references were 1dent1f1ed The prOJect was e

¢

able to actua11y acqu1re more thﬁn 790 reports, essays, d1ss°rtat*ons,

‘cheses unpub]xshed papers and manuscr1pts, as well as 43‘\Hb11ggraph1ES

(/ . ‘. ]
. . " .

‘f'lr‘thOdO]Og : ) ~' . - . - ’ S e

: The project was d1v1ded 1nto four. work1ng phases During'the =

f1rst phase, activity focused on o 1ent1ng and tra1n1ng pPOJe\E staff,

. and f1na11z1ng,the conceptua] frameworh_fordthe tota] cou1f1cat1on S

- effort. ~;\“. ' N : . E . o

3 R . . . N

A meet1ng was conducted w1th representat1ves from the four m1nor1ty ' - _:{f

-

-'ag1ng advocacy organ1zatwonc (the Nat1ona1'Caucus and Center on Biack
Aging, Inc., \soc1ac1on Nac1ona1 Pro Personas Mayores, the Nat1ona1 Ind.an
- Courcil_.on Ag1ng, and the Nat1ona1 Pac1f1c/As1an Resource Center on
Ag1ng). The purpo§e of th1s f1rst co]]aborat on meeting was *o rev1ew.‘-
’ref1ne, and refinalize the proaect s conceptua] framewcrk~ c1ear1y de-‘
l f1ne the parametersaof the workmng re1at1onsh1ps between the m1nor1ty
,,,,,,,,, M%g1ng advocacy organizat1ons and the UniverS1cy Center on Ag1ng, estab-"
| 1ish project dead11nes, and estab11sh gu1de11nes for the co]]ect1on
and ana1y51c of mater*a]s - _ ' _
Dur1ng the- second phase, p\OJect staff, work1ng c1ose1ydw1th rep-‘ o
) resentu+1ves of- the four m1nor1ty aging advocacy organlzat1ohs, estab-
1ished the following cr1ter1a for the se?ect1on of documents andymater1a1s
to be 1nc?uded in-the cod1f1cac1on co]](ct1on each had to have a .

S1gn1f1cant focus on (a) ag1ng or later ]1fe, and (b) on -

S ‘;::I . e




members of minority—groups that have been subjected, to collective °
~discrimination, unequal treatment because of their racial or cultural
~ characteristics--these included American Indians, Alaskan Natives,

., )

Black Americans, Mexican Americans, Puerto Rican, Cuban Americans,

. . 'l... . ’ S
-Hawaiians, Samoans, Guamanians, Pilipino Americans, Korean Americans,

Japanese Americans, Chinese Americans, and‘IndoChinese Americans

S S The mater1als and documents collected by the M1norxty Aging
\

Research Deve]opment (MARD) Project at the SDSU Center on ﬁg1ng

dur1ng the prev1ous year formed the core of ‘the cod1f1cat1on cp]]ect1on ‘

Add1t1ona1 m1n0r1ty aging 11terature and materials were systemataca]]y
acqu1red, 1ntegrated, stored, and prepared for use by other researchers

Ear]y dur1ng th1s second phase of the prOJect, staff met with

SCAN personne] .to d1scuss methods of m1nor1ty aging 1nformat1on pre-

———~“parat1on for*1ncorporat1on—Tnto—the SCAN system

Dur1nq the second phase some effort was -made to exchange infor-
mat1on w1th other systems.'1nc1ud1ng the Sm1thson1an Science Information
Exchange (SSIC) Educat1on Resources Informat1on Center (ERIC), and
Med1ca1 L1terature Ana]ys1s and Retr1eva1.System On-Line (MEDLINE).

This effort was less than successful,»since most of these systems
1nc1uded very few m1nor1ty aging references or documents

Another task dur1ng th1s second phase was to identify all docu- -

ments, 1nc1ud1ng difficult-to- obta n papers,- d1ssertat1ons, educat1ona1 ;’

and tra1n1ng mater1als, legislative and regu]atory mater1als and~pro-

0

gram descr1pt1ons that dea]t w1th m1nor1ty aspects of ag1ng, and then

R

“to create 11sts of the 1dent1f1ed documents and mater1als. The prOJect

Ty
o

Chey T
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staff scanned a]] re]evant Jjournals and periodicals, g1v1ﬁg hignest
priority to current (1970 1980) literature and. prwv1d1ng complete
coverage of the inajor journals.

~ The 1og1ca] next task was to acqulre all pub11cat1ons identified

as potent1a1 entries. An act1ve attempt was conduc*ed to acqu1re "fu-
SR

g1t1ve" 11terature, such—as—papers~presented at-meet1ngs,_substant1ve

reports of state or area agencies, grant and contract reports, and

othe“documents—and-manuscr}ots—not.w1dely_dls§§mlﬂ§£ed

43
Once co]]ected the documents were prepared for entry. 1nto the

codification system. A1l documents and matnr1a1s were recorded im- N
mediately at the point of entry and tracked through the entire processing

until the document was permanently filed. Each document was assigned

. .a unique numerical identifier. Checks assured against duplication or

om1ss10n of documents—in the_system. Each document was indexed according

to ethnic m1nor1ty focus and primary subject matter If it was not
poss1b1e to acquire and/or analyze documents, due to project time
‘co1straints or ava%]abi]ity, the referencevw%s entered in the Un-
rod1f1ed B1b11ography (see page 100)

Upon acquisition of documents, the following genera] guidelines
for 1nc1us1on and exclusiorn of nater1a1s were app11ed Examples of
mater1a1s appropr1ate for inclusion in the co]1ection include: (1)
research pub11cat1ons, (2} research project pre11m1nary and final

reborts, (5) assessments of public p0|1c1es; (6) curriculum gu1de11nes

and training materials; (7) unpub11shed meeting presentat1ons. and

(8) dissertations and master's theses. Examples of. mater1a1s echuded

- : ”

- 2
-—y s,
- ¥
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include: (1) letters, editorials, memos, and book reviews: (2) pamph1et

S

catalogs, and brochures;. (3) annual reports of 1nst1tut1ons, agenc1es,

and organizations; (4) questionnaires or survey 1nstruments; and (5)
computer search outputs.
A11 documents acquired were analyzed for minority and aging focus.

Articles must significantly address‘both areas to have been included.

<3

Each is coded according to ethnicity and subject. :They key to the

ethnic codes is found on pageT197l,,A1though it was frequent1y7a'dif-

ficult decxs1on. each article was ass1gned only one major subJect code

- Articles that rev1ewed or addressed numerous topics with equa] atten-
tion were coded as Literature Rev1ew/0verv1ew (Lo). The twe]ve subJect

categories were broad c1ass1f1cat1ons for wide topic scope The key

-—to—subject—codes—is—found-on—page—197-— ‘ — — =

Ethnic group codes were combined under four maJor categor1es

and on]y art1c1es that were coded exc1us1ve1y w1th1n these catagon1es

were included 1n,the four corresponding ethn1c-spec1f1c brb]tograph1es.
Any article that was coded in more than one major category was'inc1uded
in'tee Multi-Ethnic Bibliography. Articles coded as Minority Groups
(MG) were eutomatica]]yﬁentered in the Mu]ti-EtEhic Bibliography.
Ethnic group, codes were cohbined as follows: (1) American Indian/
Alaskan Native (American Ind1ans. NavaJo Amer1cans, A]askan Nat1ves),
(2) Hispanic (Hispanic Americans, Mexican Amer1cans. Puerto R1can

Americans, Cuban Americans); (3) Black (B]acks. Afro-Amer1cans); and

~(4) Pacific Asian (Pacific/Asian Americans, Asian Americans. Japanese

—Americans, Chinese Americans,- Pilipino-Amevwicans,—Samoan_Americans,—




Korean Americans, Guamanian Americans, Hawaiian Americans). //

/
A card catalog system was developed and maintained. yhis card

. B Y , . v
catalog system included cross references by the ethnic minority grcup, o
: /

by subject matter, and by key descriptors. - /
The special b1b11ograph1es prepared by the project cons1st of references

plus codifiers for each of the four broad minority categor1es, and a

multi-ethnic (cross—cu]turalhorecomparat1ve0“jjst1ngtj—fhejprepaPat19n-——-_____

included detailed searches of all re1evant data/hases, information and

retr1eva1 systems; perTUd1tais-—and—bﬂb&+0geaph1es———A—l4stAnn of

minority ag1ng reterences 1dent1f1ed but not“entered in the-codifi-
cation system, was a]so created and ca]]ed the “Uncod1f1ed B1b11ography
The List of Reviewed B1b11ograph1eé (see page 192) conta1ns all

bibl<agraphies reviewed by proaect staff and used in the development

of the cod1f1cat1on co]]ect1on *The 11st of Unreviewed B1b11ograph1es

.1(see page 195) 1nc1uded add1t1ona1 b1b11ograph1es 1den*1f1ed as related

to m1nor1ty aging, but thch were not individually reviewed by the

project staff. /
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